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BY PHIL CORSO

A city proposal to build an 
elementary school in the heart of 
Bayside has Community Board 
11 members on the edge of their 
seats with concerns over conges-
tion and traffic trouble.

Christopher Persheff, a site 
selection manager for the city 
School Construction Authority, 
visited the board’s May meeting 
Monday night to solicit communi-
ty input for the potential 416-seat 
primary school to which resi-
dents responded with a resound-
ing “no.”

After a lengthy and heavily 
attended public hearing at MS 158 
in Bayside, CB 11 voted 25-3 with 
nine abstentions against the pro-
posed school being eyed for the 
site now occupied by Keil Bros. 

DOE letter scolds 
board members 

for rowdy meetingBY JOE ANUTA

The fraud convictions of two 
former campaign aides to city 
Comptroller John Liu has not 
helped his run for higher office, 
but the jury’s decision may influ-
ence whether the Queens Demo-
cratic Party will endorse the 
lawmaker’s mayoral bid, borough 
political observers said.

Jia “Jenny” Hou, Liu’s former 
campaign treasurer, was found 
guilty of attempted wire fraud, 
obstructing justice and making 
false statements to the FBI after 

Continued on Page 46

Liu aides’ guilt
casts shadow

on mayoral run

CB 11 opposes Bayside school site

A CNG Publication Vol. 22 No. 19

Continued on Page 45

56 total pages

Huntley recorded three 
politicians from Queens
Page 4 QGuide Page 35Guide Guide Page 35Page 35

Taste of 
Queens

Black belt Elizabeth Mari shows off her moves during the fifth annual Challenge of Champions Karate Tournament, 
held at the Al Oerter Recreation Center in Flushing. Mari is a student at Okinawan Karate-Do of New York in 
Electchester. See story on Page 16. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
After hearing news 

of an unexpected $40 mil-
lion surplus for the MTA, 
one northeast Queens law-
maker proposed the agency 
bring back a vital bus route 
in his district after cutting 
it in 2010.

The agency discovered 
the extra state dollars last 
month after lawmakers in 
Albany passed the 2013-14  
budget, which included an 
increase of more than $358 
million for transit. The fig-
ure had exceeded what the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority expected by 
about $40 million.

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) said he saw the extra 
money as an ample opportu-
nity for the MTA to restore 
the Q75 bus route, which 
once traveled between Oak-
land Gardens and Jamaica 
with stops along Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Union 
Turnpike. Since it was cut, 
the lawmaker said his con-
stituents have been disre-
garded by the MTA.

“It’s the MTA’s obli-
gation to prioritize resto-

ration for commuters in 
areas where residents rely 
heavily on buses,” Weprin 
said. “Eastern Queens has 
no subway service, so bus 
service is critical.”

Weprin said this was 
the MTA’s chance to re-
store cuts it made back in 
2010 when it eliminated 32 
bus routes throughout the 
city, including the north-
east Queens Q75. Commut-
ers throughout the borough 
have since been stranded 
without a bus route — or 
subway stop — within 
walking distance, Weprin 
said.

In 2010 ,the MTA rolled 
back its subway, bus and 
commuter train services 
because of a $400 million 
budget deficit. The cuts in-
cluded two subway lives, 
the V and W, as well as 34 
bus routes, including 13 
express routes. The agency 
also shortened several oth-
er routes throughout the 
city.

Lawmakers took to 
MTA headquarters in Man-
hattan late last month to 
call on the agency to use 
its surplus wisely by bring-

BY PHIL CORSO

The field of candidates 
eyeing northeast Queens’ 
19th City Council District 
seat grew larger this week 
as its embattled incumbent, 
who will not seek re-elec-
tion, faces an ethics probe 
on allegations that he had 
affairs with a former intern 
and former deputy chief of 
staff.

A second Republican 
candidate entered the race 
to replace City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) this week, joining the 
GOP-backed Dennis Saf-
fran, of Douglaston.

Rudy S. Giuliani, chief 
of staff to Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and a 
cousin of the former mayor, 
said he would also join the 
frayand challenge Saffran 
for the Republican spot on 
the ballot.

The Demo-
cratic camp was 
already boom-
ing with now 
five confirmed 
Council hopefuls and po-
tentially one more to come. 
Last week, former Halloran 
staffer Chrissy Voskeri-
chian, a registered Demo-
crat, filed to run for her 
former boss’ seat, but on 
the other side of the aisle. 
Kevin Kim, who Halloran 
had defeated back in 2009, 
has also been rumored to 
be considering a run.

Other Democrats who 
have thrown their names 
into the race include Paul 
Graziano, an activist and 
urban planning consultant; 

Austin Shafran, a former 
member of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s administration; 

Paul Vallone, an 
attorney who ran 
for the seat in 
2009; and former 
state Assembly-

man John Duane.
Halloran was the sub-

ject of news reports last 
week claiming he was hav-
ing an affair with former 
district office intern De-
nise Batista  after a fling 
with Deputy Chief of Staff 
Meaghan Mapes between 
2010 and 2011. 

In the wake of the re-
ports, Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) ordered the body’s 
Standards and Ethics Com-
mittee to investigate Hal-
loran’s behavior with prom-

ises of retaliation, which 
could include removal from 
office if found to be true.

A spokesman from 
Quinn’s office said the com-
mittee met once last Thurs-
day and was continuing to 
look into the matter.

The reports of the sus-
pected dalliances came one 
month after Halloran was 
arrested on federal charges 
accusing him of using brib-
ery to help inject state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
into the mayoral race on the 
GOP ticket. Halloran has 
since been stripped of all 
Council committee assign-
ments and announced he 
would not seek re-election 
so he could devote attention 
to his legal battles.

In another setback 
for Halloran, former traf-

fic agent Daniel Chu won 
a $20,000 defamation suit 
against the city after the 
councilman accused him of 
reckless driving.

Chu and Halloran were 
in the news in 2010 when 
the councilman allegedly 
saw Chu speeding and talk-
ing on his cellphone while 
driving. Halloran said 
he approached the traffic 
agent before being slapped 
with his own $155 ticket 
for blocking a pedestrian 
ramp.

Chu’s defamation case 
was settled without the 
city having to admit any 
wrongdoing, according to 
his lawyer Michael Berk-
ley, probably because of the 
councilman’s now bruised 
reputation.

City Councilman Mark Weprin (c.) is calling on the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to restore service to the Q75 route after 
it was cut in 2010. Photo by Phil Corso

Republican Rudy S. Giuliani (l.) and Democrat Chrissy Voskerichian are the latest to throw their names 
into the race for City Councilman Dan Halloran’s seat.

MTA should restore 
Q75 route: Weprin

Giuliani joins Council race
Field of candidates vying for Halloran’s seat grows after he pulls out

Continued on Page 46
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BY PHIL CORSO

After weeks of fine-tuning 
and planning, a group of Douglas-
ton musicians announced a ben-
efit concert for later this month 
to help restore a historic organ at 
the Community Church of Doug-
laston and fund a junior yacht 
club in the neighborhood.

The concert, scheduled for 
May 19 at 1:30 p.m., will feature 
Douglaston’s own Attention 
Screen jazz and classical group, 
with resident Bob Reina leading 
the way on the historical Ralph 
and Alice Greenlaw memorial 
pipe organ to demonstrate its 
unique capabilities.

Joining Reina will also 
be Attention Screen trumpet 
and cornet player Liam Sillery, 
double bass player Chris Jones 
and drummer and percussionist 
Mark Flynn.

Originally built in 1928 and 
refurbished in 1968, the organ 
has been the focal point of count-
less worship services and per-
formances. It was later rebuilt 

from scratch in 2010 with help 
from nearly $175,000 in donations 
from the church congregation to 
expand its musical capabilities, 
Reina said.

What makes this perfor-
mance unique, Reina said, will 
be the type of jazz his group per-
forms. Rather than its typical im-
provised jazz, Attention Screen 
will showcase nine newly com-
posed original jazz and classical 
works to complement the abilities 
of the organ.

Reina, a pianist, said the or-
gan was unique because it exhib-
ited a vast range of tones coupled 
with modern technology made 
possible through its 2010 refur-
bishment.

“It’s capable of both drama 
and subtlety,” Reina said. “It has 
the widest dynamic range of any 
instrument I’ve experienced.”

But along with its many fea-
tures comes the great price of 
maintaining it, Reina said, which 
was one of the reasons his group 
helped assemble the benefit con-
cert.

Proceeds from the concert 
will also go on to fund the pur-
chase of new sailboats for the 
Douglaston Junior Yacht Squad-
ron, Reina said. The group has 
been an active part of the Doug-
laston community and provides 
sailing instruction to children 
throughout northeast Queens.

The concert is scheduled 
to take place at the Community 
Church of Douglaston, at 39-50 
Douglaston Parkway Sunday, 
May 19, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
The venue includes 155 orchestra 
seats for $20 each, 70 balcony seats 
for $15 each and three wheelchair 
accessible spaces for $15 each.

Advance tickets are available 
by mailing a check to the Com-
munity Church of Douglaston. 
There will be a limited number of 
walk-in tickets payable by cash or 
check on the day of the concert. 
Complimentary wine will also be 
served during intermission.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

A benefit concert sets out to raise money for the historic pipe organ inside the 
Community Church of Douglaston. Photo courtesy Bob Reina

Douglaston concert to benefi t historic church organ
Pianist also prepares original compositions to raise money for young sailors at junior yacht club 

Flushing House

OPEN HOUSE

Journey along a path that offers CHOICES, SAFETY, PURPOSE, 
SOCIALIZATION, CONVENIENCE & FREEDOM

R E F R E SH M E N T S W I L L BE SE RV E D

CALL (888) 987-6205 OR (718) 762-3198

38-20 BOWNE ST.  FLUSHING NY 11354
www.fl ushinghouse.com  Find us on

Independent Senior Residence

SATURDAY,
MAY 18, 2013

2PM–4PM
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BY JOE ANUTA

The United States Ten-
nis Association trumpeted 
a pledge this week to re-
place double the parkland 
it wants to take as part of 
its expansion, but critics 
called the swap disingenu-
ous  since the land is al-
ready used by the public.

The USTA released a 
joint statement Tuesday 
with the city Parks Depart-
ment and elected officials 
praising the deal to replace 
roughly 1.5 acres of park-
land, which has long been 
a sticking point with the 
community. The associa-
tion is seeking approvals 
to expand its 42-acre lease 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park by taking an 
additional 0.68 acres in a 
process called alienation, 
but has run into heavy op-
position from several activ-
ist groups.

“At the outset of the 
project, the city suggested 
that park improvements 
would result in a more 
meaningful degree of pub-
lic benefit than an in-kind 
replacement for the 0.68 
acres that is proposed for 
alienation,” said Daniel 
Zausner, chief operating 
officer of the USTA’s Billie 
Jean King National Tennis 
Center.

But he added that af-
ter consulting with the city 
Parks Department and the 
public all parties decided a 
parkland swap would be ap-
propriate.

The swap includes five 
outdoor tennis courts total-
ing 0.81 acres to the east 
of the walkway leading to 

the No. 7 train stop. These 
courts are maintained by 
the USTA and open to the 
public year-round, except 
during the US Open — an 
arrangement that will not 
change after the USTA re-
linquishes the land from its 
lease, the association said.

The swap also includes 
0.75 acres of what the USTA 
calls “passive open space.” 
The space consists of small 
parcels of tree-lined grass 
outside the fences of the 
tennis courts. The grassy 
patches contain some small 
benches and bleachers that 
look out onto the courts. 
The space is already open 
to the public.

Under the deal the US-
TA’s footprint in the park 
will technically be less 
than it is now should the 
proposal pass the city Plan-
ning Commission and the 
City Council, but it still did 
not sit well with activists.

“This means nothing. 
It means absolutely zero 
will change,” said Geof-
frey Croft, of New York City 
Park Advocates and Save 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. “But the elected offi-
cials will use it as cover to 
support the project.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) has long called 
on the USTA to replace 
parkland and said in the 
joint announcement Tues-
day the loss of “even an inch 
would be felt by the work-
ing people who depend on 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.” Ferreras character-
ized the swap as a step in 
the right direction.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Facing charges by 
state and federal law en-
forcement last summer, 
then state Sen. Shirley 
Huntley invited nine as-
sociates to her home — in-
cluding Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
and City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills — and secretly 
recorded conversations 
with them for the FBI, ac-
cording to a letter unsealed 
in Brooklyn 
federal court 
W e d n e s d a y 
ahead of Hunt-
ley’s sentenc-
ing on fraud 
charges.

In the letter, the attor-
ney for the former south-
east Queens lawmaker 
named the people Huntley 
taped and asked Judge 
Jack Weinstein to consider 
her cooperation with the 
authorities when handing 
down a prison term.

Weinstein, who was 
scheduled to sentence 
Huntley Thurday, ordered 
the names released. 

Loretta Lynch, the 
U.S. attorney for the East-
ern District who prosecut-
ed Huntley’s federal case, 
wrote a letter to the judge 
that said eight of the nine 
people Huntley recorded 
are currently under inves-

tigation by authorities, but 
it was not known who was 
not the target of a probe.

 Two of the people on 
the list, state Sens. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) and 
John Sampson (D-Brook-
lyn), have been charged 

with felonies.
In a memo suggesting 

a prison term of up to two 
years, Lynch said Huntley 
was less than cooperative, 
often providing contradic-
tory statements to authori-

BY PHIL CORSO AND KAREN 
FRANTZ

The Rev. Donald J. Har-
rington was praised for his 
accomplishments reform-
ing St. John’s University 
during his tenure as presi-
dent following the surprise 
announcement that he was 
retiring Friday in the wake 
of two New York Magazine 
articles accusing him of 
taking gifts and vacations 
from a powerful school 
fund-raiser who killed her-
self during her fraud trial.

“The tenure of Father 
Harrington as president 
has been a period of unri-
valed growth, expansion 
and achievement for our 
university,” the St. John’s 

board of trustees said in a 
statement. “He has been a 
transformative leader who 
guided this institution, 
nurtured its community, 
cultivated excellence and 
generated unprecedented 
levels of enthusiasm and 
support.”

City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and NYPD Com-
missioner Ray Kelly, who 
graduated from St. John’s 
Law School, also lauded 
Harrington for his years 
of service in separate state-
ments released after the 
announcement, pointing 
out that he had increased 
the school’s endowment 
fivefold and grown the cam-
pus with new facilities and 

buildings.
But the reaction among 

students and faculty at the 
university appeared to be 
mixed.

One student, Patrick, 
who would only give his 
first name, said he had the 
sense that students thought 
the university would do 

well with a new direction, a 
sentiment he agreed with.

“I feel that Rev. Har-
rington has done his time 
well here, but the univer-
sity could definitely benefit 
from fresh leadership,” he 
said.

He said that although 
Harrington had many ac-
complishments, he thought 
he focused too much on the 
business aspect of running 
the university. He said he 
would like to see a succes-
sor carry on the Vincen-
tian mission of the school 
 to promote social justice 
and alleviate poverty.

He also said some of 
his feelings about Har-
rington’s retirement were 

St. John’s University President 
Donald Harrington at the 2012 
SJU graduation.

State Sen. John Sampson (c.) stands next to his attorney after pleading not guilty to charges of em-
bezzlement, obstruction of justice and lying to the FBI. He was identified as one of nine associates 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley recorded conversations with for the FBI. AP Photo/Tom Hays

A grassy area currently leased to the United States Tennis 
Association will be returned to the city under a new agreement. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

St. John’s University president resigns

Huntley wore a wire: Feds
Convicted state senator recorded three boro politicians at her home

USTA land deal
panned by critics

Continued on Page 45
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BY JOE ANUTA

The development group 
selected to build Willets 
Point planned to replace 
about 32 acres of parkland 
in a 2011 failed proposal 
for a casino complex, but 
now contends its current 
$3 billion project does not 
require it.

A partnership between 
Related Cos., a Manhat-
tan developer, and Sterling 
Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, 
is currently seeking ap-
provals to construct a 1.4 
million-square-foot mall in 
the western parking lot of 
Citi Field, which is mapped 
parkland.

The mall is part of a 
plan selected by the city to 
build housing and retail 
space on 23 acres of the Iron 
Triangle, a neighborhood of 
auto shops and scrap yards 
on the other side of Citi 
Field, and clean up toxic 
soil there in the process.

According to the state 
Parks Department, when-
ever parkland is leased, 
sold or discontinued, it is 
considered alienated. No 
statute stipulates that it 
must be replaced. Instead 
legal precedent called the 
Public Trust Doctrine of-
ten mandates that it should 
be replaced if the matter is 
taken to civil court.

The developers said 
they are not legally re-
quired to replace the 
roughly 32 acres of asphalt, 
technically part of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
that would be taken up by 
the mall.

The reason behind 
this decision is a 1961 law 
that leased the parking lot 
area to the Mets and allows 
them to use the land for 
any purpose that benefits 
the team, the developers 
contend. Since Sterling 
Equities is owned by the 
same people who own the 
Mets, the group maintains 
that the law holds water, al-

though critics have argued 
the statute was never in-
tended to allow such a large 
development on the land.

“There is no way that 
the 1961 law was written 
with the intent of allowing 
the largest shopping mall in 
New York City to be built on 
parkland without public ap-
proval,” said Will Sweeney, 
a member of a parks advo-
cacy group called the Fair-
ness Coalition.

The partnership main-

tains they are on solid legal 
ground.

“The current proposal 
does not include a sale of 
parkland and is consistent 
with the 1961 legislation, 
so no further alienation of 
parkland is needed,” the 
joint venture said in a state-
ment.

But the city considered 
park alienation in an earli-
er proposal.

In September 2011, the 
same developers submitted 

a plan — which was ulti-
mately rejected by the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. — that called for a 
casino, mall and hotel on 
the Citi Field parking lot 
and the section of Flushing 
Meadows where the current 
mall is now proposed.

A letter dated Oct. 13, 
2011, was sent from Sterling 
and Related to Ian Klein of 
EDC. In it, the development 
team answers a list of ques-
tions posed by EDC.

“Have you identified 
replacement parkland pur-
suant to requirements for 
parkland alienation?” the 
city asked in the letter.

According to that pro-
posal, the land would have 
been sold to the developers 
— not leased. This would 
have nullified the 1961 law 
and created a new alien-
ation scenario, essentially 
requiring the partnership 
to replace the land.

The development team 
proposed to do so directly 
on the Iron Triangle.

“The net result would 
be no decrease in the 
amount of mapped park-
land and an exponential in-
crease in the amount of pub-
licly-accessible open space,” 
the partnership wrote. Al-
though most of the mapped 
parkland would have still 
been for parking, it would 
have also contained what 
the venture called “green, 
pastoral fields.”

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg proposed deep 
cuts to city libraries in 
his 2014 budget that some 
worry could close Queens 
Library facilities, force lay-
offs and slash the number 
of hours facilities would be 
open a week.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside), chairman of the 
Council’s Cultural Affairs 
and Libraries Committee, 
blasted the proposed cuts.

“Our libraries cannot 
sustain cuts of these pro-
posed levels at a time when 
they are experiencing some 
of the highest number of 
visitors in history and 
providing much-needed re-

sources to the public,” he 
said.

“Once again the New 
York City Council has been 
posed with the task of fight-
ing to restore funding to the 
institutions and organiza-
tions that our city residents 
love dearly,” he added.

The mayor’s proposed 
budget cuts nearly $30 
million in city dollars to 
Queens Library, which is a 
35 percent reduction below 
the current funding level, 
according to library.

The agency projected 
that if the cuts remain in 
the final budget, more than 
half of the 62 libraries in 
Queens would be forced to 
close, 428 people would be 
laid off and the number of 
hours Queens Libraries re-

main open per week would 
be slashed in half from an 
average of 40 to 21.

The mayor’s office did 
not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment, but it 
released a general state-
ment saying that until 
health care and fringe ben-
efit programs are reformed, 
city services will be left to 
compete for a smaller share 
of the budget.

Joanne King, direc-
tor of communications for 
Queens Library, said city 
libraries already offer few-
er open hours a week than 
many other cities.

“The community re-
ally values their public 
libraries, they want more 
hours, not fewer,” she said.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
For years Queens par-

ents whose youngsters won 
a coveted spot in the city’s 
most competitive gifted 
programs have had to look 
outside the borough once 
their children reached 
middle school, but now the 
city Department of Educa-
tion has plans to expand 
the offerings in Astoria.

There are five city-
wide gifted and talented 
programs open to students 
who rank in the 97th per-
centile on the DOE’s as-
sessments, but the STEM 
program at PS 85 in Asto-
ria only goes up to fourth-
grade, meaning when stu-
dents hit middle school 
they had to head either to 

Manhattan or Brooklyn.
“They had no destina-

tion within that school,” 
said Isaac Carmignani, 
president of western 
Queens’ Community Edu-
cation Council 30. “That’s 

been the whole issue burn-
ing for about three years.”

And while the city 
provides yellow bus ser-
vice for students within 5 
miles of PS 85, 23-70 31st 
St., it will not bus them 
out of the district, adding 
another complication for 
parents as their students 
get older. 

After several years 
of advocacy by borough 
parents, the DOE is pro-
posing to expand the city-
wide program in Queens 
to eighth-grade, but the 
department wants to split 
it between two different 
schools, which has upset 
some parents.

The DOE is proposing 
to open a new gifted school 

The STEM program at PS 85 
is currently the only gifted 
and talented program for stu-
dents who rank in the 97th 
percentile in the borough, 
but the city Department of 
Education is considering ex-
panding the offerings. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

The city required parkland to be replaced when developers pitched a different mall proposal in 2011. 
Image courtesy Mayor Michael Bloomberg

DOE proposes boro school 
to broaden gifted program 

Qns Library could face closures 
under suggested city budget cuts

First Willets plan called for parkland swap
 Developers now contend new mall project can go ahead without replacing Mets parking lot acreage

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46
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Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY MORE?
ORDER NOW &

GET IMMEDIATE
INSTALLATION!

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

¥Preseason Savings Discount varies on qualified in-stock wood or PVC fence purchases of $900.00 or more.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
OKLAHOMA FENCE SALE!

Outdoor
Displays

Open 
24/7

1February 2013, National Association of Realtors® Housing Affordability Index.  
2Rate information as of 05/01/13. Mortgage rates are subject to change. Actual payments will vary based on your individual situation 
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and an escrow account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 60 days. The initial payment on 
a $200,000 5/1 ARM loan at 2.13% and 60% loan-to-value (LTV) is $751.80 with no points due at closing. The estimated Annual 
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Call (866) 811-5515
or visit one of our local branches!

Welcome Home.
Home affordability is near record levels.1

The Queens Go Red for Women Dinner Committee and American Heart Association staffers took time 
out this week for a photo at Citi Field, where they met to plan their fund-raiser next month. The 
sixth annual Queens dinner, to elevate the cause of women and heart disease, will be held June 12 at 
Terrace on the Park in Flushing. TimesLedger Newspapers is a sponsor of the event.

Go Red dinner to raise 
heart disease awareness
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YOUR PROMOTIONS SUPERMARKET
 SINCE 1995

866.701.3263     718.969.3144
WWW.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.COM

Corporate Gifts

Badges & Buttons

Electronics

Calculators

Computer Accessories

Eco Friendly Products

Pens (All Types)

Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars

Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets

Food Gifts

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
(We can customize your art, logo, messages on anything!)

CALL FOR FREE
CATALOG

866.701.3263     718.969.3144

 CORPORATE & TEAM

OUTFITTING
 Staff Shirts
 Giveaways
 Family Reunions
 School/Camps
 Organizations/Events

CUSTOM APPAREL
 T-SHIRTS
(Screen Printed or Embroidered)
 CAPS/HATS UNIFORMS
 JACKETS BACK PACKS
 BAGS TROPHIES

POPULAR BRAND 

WHITE TEE 

SCREEN PRINTED 

(1 COLOR) 

MIN. 144*

*SAME DEAL: 

SWEATSHIRTS $495 EACH

ONLY 

$295
EACH

Full Color
Magnetic Business Cards
10¢ each Minimum 1,000

Your Business Card
Their Refrigerator 

of 
the

2013

QueensCourier.com

Think central air conditioning
isn’t an option for your home? 

Think again.

Please call for details. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2013 Petro. P_13219

The latest AC systems require no ductwork and are a cost-effective, 
energy-effi cient cooling solution that can help you save year round!

 •  No expense and hassle of ductwork installation 
— and no ductwork means more effi ciency!

 • Smaller and less expensive than central AC

Call now for special offers!

877.459.0494 petro.com

WHITESTONE — A Whitestone resi-
dent pleaded guilty to enterprise corrup-
tion in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday 
for her role in a tri-state prostitution ring, 
state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
said.

Jay King, 53, headed up a prostitution 
ring that provided crack, cocaine and Via-
gra in addition to sex for sale, Schneider-
man said. Her plea is just the latest convic-
tion after more than 10 Queens residents 
were originally arrested and charged in 
December.

“Today’s guilty plea by Ms. King is 
part of our ongoing effort to ensure that 
those who head up and profit from illicit 
and dangerous business dealings are sent 
to jail,” Schneiderman said. “My office 
will continue to work with law enforce-
ment agencies around the state to root out 
criminal networks that profit handsomely 
from the exploitation of women and bring 
them to justice.”

According to King’s plea deal, she 
faces between three and nine years behind 

bars and will be required to pay a $100,000 
fine. 

King, like other Queens residents who 
were charged in connection with the ring, 
funneled some of her profits to the Manhat-
tan-based ad agency Somad Enterprises, 
which Schneiderman said acted as the cen-
tral player in the entire operation. 

POLICE 

Blotter
Whitestone madam enters guilty plea

FLUSHING — Police were asking the public’s 
help to locate a teenager who has been missing from 
her 45th Avenue home for more than a week.

Cynthia Molina, 15, was last seen leaving her 
residence April 30 wearing a black sweatshirt and 
blue jeans near the corner 149th Street, according 
to the NYPD.

She is described as 5 feet 2 inches tall and weigh-
ing 100 pounds. She has brown eyes and black hair.

Conviction returned in shooting over prostitute

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

NYPD looking for missing Flushing teen

JAY KING
Photo by Ellis Kaplan

CYNTHIA MOLINA

JAMAICA — A Jamaica man was 
convicted of murder after shooting an un-
armed man in 2008 during a dispute about 
who would take control of a 14-year-old 
prostitute, the Queens district attorney 
said Wednesday.    

Brandon King, 26, of 155-57 116th Drive 
in Jamaica, was convicted of murder and 
criminal possession of a weapon after a 
two-week trial in Queens Supreme Court.

“On the losing end of a fist fight, the 
defendant walked away, only to return 
with a gun and kill his opponent.  This 
senseless shooting robbed a young man of 

his life and his children of a father,” Brown 
said in a statement.

King faces from 25 years to life in 
prison and is set to be sentenced June 5 by 
Queens Supreme Court Justice Gregory 
Lasak. 

According to Brown, on Sept. 13, 2008 
King got into a fight with Michael Stith 
concerning control of a 14-year-old prosti-
tute. 

After becoming bloodied during a 
physical altercation, King walked away, re-
turned with a gun and shot Stith five times 
in the neck and torso, the DA said,
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BREAKING NEWS

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Howard Beach, which 

was not evacuated dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy and 
sustained serious damage 
during Hurricane Sandy, 
has now been put in the top 
evacuation zone alongside 
neighborhoods that were 
ordered to leave prior to 
the storm in new proposed 
zones released last week. 

The proposed hur-
ricane evacuation map 
was included in an after-
action report developed by 
the mayor’s office detail-
ing recommendations for 
storm preparedness in the 
wake of Sandy.

“We will take the les-
sons learned from Hurri-
cane Sandy and strengthen 
the city’s capacity to re-
spond to future emergen-
cies,” said Deputy Mayor for 
Operations Cas Holloway, 
who released the report 
along with Deputy Mayor 
for Health and Human Ser-
vices Linda Gibbs.

The city plans to re-
draw the evacuation zone 
boundaries and add addi-
tional zones, which will be 
renamed Nos. 1 through 
6 , according to the report. 
Currently, there are three 
evacuation zones: A, B and 
C.

Zone A encompasses 
areas that are closest to 
the coasts and low-lying 
and are the most vulner-
able to storms, while Zones 
B and C are vulnerable to 
severe storms, such as hur-
ricanes that are Category 2 

or above.
The zones were created 

using information from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and take into account 
not only the risk of flooding 
but also the accessibility of 
neighborhoods by bridges 
and roads.

Howard Beach is list-
ed as part of Zone 1 in the 
proposed map, which is 
still being finalized. How-
ard Beach was in Zone B, 
which was not ordered to 
evacuate during Hurricane 
Sandy, experienced signifi-
cant flooding and extensive 
damage to homes and busi-
nesses during the storm.

The Rockaways and 
Broad Channel are cur-
rently part of Zone A and 
were ordered to evacuate 
during Sandy, although not 
everyone heeded 
the command.

The new 
hurricane evac-
uation zones are 
expected to be released in 
June and are intended to 
give the city more flexibil-
ity in targeting areas for 
evacuation in advance of 
a future storm, the report 
said.

An additional 640,000 
people who did not previ-
ously live in an evacuation 
zone will be added to one, 
according to the report.

The report acknowl-
edges that some people 
who lived in Zone A and 
were ordered to evacuate 
prior to Sandy chose not to 
leave, however. According 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Hurricane Sandy left 
behind an ongoing health 
threat in the Rockaways 
that lingers long after the 
water receded.

A persistent and per-
vasive mold infestation 
creeps up the walls of gut-
ted residences, as families 
douse the fungus with 
bleach in a futile attempt at 
eradication.

More than six months 
after the superstorm surged 
through the city and dev-
astated parts of Queens, 
the Alliance for a Just Re-
building, a group of more 
than 50 community, faith, 
labor and environmental 
organizations,  released a 
report slamming the city 

for its handling 
of the mold 
cleanup. The 
report, which 
also included 

Staten Island, coincided 
with a tour of mold-ravaged 
homes in Rockaway Tues-
day with homeowners and 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton).

“Here we see the story 
of hundreds of people in the 
Rockaways,” said Richards 
from the front steps of the 
home belonging to resi-
dents Ivonne and Trevor 
Rankine, on Deerfield Road 
in Far Rockaway. “The city 
has to do more to ensure my 
constituents are not coming 
back with their children to 
mold-infested homes.”

The Rankines evacu-
ated when Sandy hit the 
peninsula, returning days 
later to survey the dam-
age. The scene they walked 
back into has been replayed 
numerous times by many 
residents throughout the 
borough and the city at 
large.

“We were horrified 
by what we saw,” Ivonne 
Rankine said. “The base-
ment was flooded. We had 
 no boiler, no heat, no stove. 
We tried to make the best of 
it, but we just could not stay 
here.”

The absence of heat 

and hot water, coupled 
with other inconveniences, 
drove the Rankines out of 
their home and into a ho-
tel where they stayed until 
April 24. The temporary 
hotel housing set up by the 
city Department of Home-
less Services is set to expire 
May 15, and they wanted to 
get a head-start on facing 
the mold spores.

According to the city 
Department of Health, 
mold can worsen asthma 
and trigger allergies and 
is a health risk for people 
with weakened immune 
systems.

“No one should be in a 
house with mold. I can’t be-
lieve DHS is making people 
leave the hotels,” Ivonne 
Rankine said. “And now we 
come home and find mold.”

The Rankines have 
tried to remove the mold 
themselves using bleach, 
but it keeps coming back.

After conducting a sur-
vey with nearly 700 storm-
damaged households in the 
Rockaways and Staten Is-
land, the Alliance’s report 

found more than 60 percent 
of homes were contaminat-
ed by mold and more than 
90 percent of homeowners 
attempting to remove it 
themselves have seen the 
mold return.

Based on the report’s 
findings, community orga-
nizations are offering three 
recommendations to im-
prove the city’s response to 
adequately address mold in 
storm-damaged homes.

Among the recommen-
dations, they said the city 
should improve its public 
outreach and assess more 
proactively where mold in-
festation has gone unrec-
ognized; set aside a portion 
of its Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Disaster 
Recovery funds exclusively 
for mold remediation; and 
punish landlords for fail-
ing to properly remediate 
the problem.

“My family has strug-
gled to find an affordable 
way to professionally re-
move the mold from our 
house on top of the other 
pressures of restoring our 

heat, dealing with a sink-
hole beneath our house and 
continuing our moral obli-
gation to serve the commu-
nity,” Ivonne Rankine, who 
works as a minister in the 
community. “We are ask-
ing the city to do more to 
help the many other fami-
lies like ours who are faced 
with mold infestations in 
their homes.”

Richards said one of 
the biggest issues in remov-
ing mold is communication. 
He said most homeowners 
do not even know about the 
city’s Neighborhood Revi-
talization NYC mold reme-
diation program.

“The city needs to do 
a better job of getting the 
word out to residents,” he 
said. “People are spraying 
their walls with bleach 
thinking that will kill the 
mold. It won’t. The mold 
will keep coming back un-
til it is treated properly.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

City Councilman Donovan Richards and homeowner Ivonne Rankine survey mold in her Far Rockaway 
home. Photo by Steve Mosco

Howard Beach resident Alex Marchese surveys his destroyed boat, 
which floated along with the dock in the Shellbank Basin during 
Hurricane Sandy.

Groups tour mold damage
Councilman Donovan Richards joins fungus survey in Far Rockaway

Sandy spurs city 
to add evac zones

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY

Continued on Page 45
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Whitestone man fa-
tally shot in the face and 
torso was cremated Tues-
day as police hunted for his 
killer, his grieving mother 
said.

“We are working with 
the police,” Rose Marie 
Balogh said at their 166th 
Street home. “I would like 
to see whoever did this pun-
ished.”

Her 46-year-old son, 
Leslie Balogh, was shot 
about 1:45 a.m. last Friday 
on 137th Street near 31st 
Avenue in Flushing, ac-
cording to the NYPD. Ba-
logh was taken to Flushing 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said.

Balogh has about 10 
prior arrests on file, but 
the most egregious was 
for driving while intoxi-

cated, according to a police 
source.

The shooting is not 
believed to be drug-relat-
ed, nor a random act of 
violence. A video shows the 
victim talking to someone 
in a vehicle, a police source 
said.

On Tuesday, blood 

stains and discarded emer-
gency medical equipment 
still covered the asphalt 
street where he was shot.

Angel Mejia, who has 
lived in a nearby house for 
four years, said he heard 
two gunshots ring out the 
night Balogh was killed.

Leslie Balogh was fatally shot on this Flushing street last week. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Whitestone mom wants 
killer of son, 46, found

Summer Classes 
& Workshops 

Summer Classes Summer Classes Summer Classes

Every 
  Wednesday  

  9 am - 5 pm

Enrollment 
   Days
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BTThe Better Way!

Robert Genser
Vice President
For 25 Years 

Better Price! 

Better Selection!

Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Due: 1st Payment plus Taxes & DMV fees only. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for
advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate
delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000, $2,000. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 05-31-2013.

BUICK

BUICK

in Great Neck!

Check Out Why We’re The #1 Dealerrater.com Dealer 
On Long Island & See Where The Other Local Dealers Rank...
See The Difference. Buy From Us & Get VIP Service Including:

� Premium Appointments For Our Customers.

� Complimentary Car Washes With EVERY Service.

� Expedited Loaner Vehicles Available.

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

End Of Month Sale BEGINS NOW... Hurry In!!!

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, AC, P.Windows, P.Locks,
P.Seat, Remote Entry, Bluetooth &
Much More! MSRP $36,390
ATS now includes an iPad

see dealer for details.

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

David Colotti 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
25

Years!

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start, Back-Up
Camera, PW, PDL, Power Roof, Bluetooth,
Power Seat, Rear Park Assist, Sideline Alert
& Much More! MSRP $26,665

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR
Convenience Package All-Wheel Drive

$349
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $350 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Leather, Power Roof, Power
Seats, Power Windows, Power Door Locks,
Back-up Camera, Remote Starter, Park
Assist, 19” Alum Wheels, Heated Seats &
Much More! MSRP $44,075

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

in Great Neck!

$0 Down!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Proud

Sponsor

Of
LI Walk at Eisenhower Park

Sunday, May 19th at 9:30am

call for details
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OTHER VOICES

Rockaway line would reduce bus crowding

T
he A train has been 
out of service since 
Superstorm Sandy 
devastated many ar-

eas of Rockaway. So I have 
been taking the Q52 bus to 
get home, at Arverne By 
the Sea.

Based on my observa-
tions from waiting for the 
Q52 at Woodhaven Boule-
vard near the J subway sta-
tion, there are two or three 
Q53s for every Q52. I take 
the Q52 around 2:35 p.m. 

Usually my wait is around 
20 minutes, but a few times I 
wait about 40 to 60 minutes. 
And when it is a long wait-
ing time, the bus is usually 
crowded all the way to its 
front doors.

Thank God the riders 
do not show any negativity. 
I cannot say the same for 
one of the rude bus drivers 
who drove over every street 
bump. Also, when the bus is 
late there is heavier traffic 
to deal with.

It is understandable 
that the A train tracks 
need time for repairs, but 
it would be great if the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority could schedule 
more Q52 buses so Rock-
away residents can get 
home earlier to continue 
the Sandy cleanup.

Is it possible to reopen 
the old Rockaway Beach 
line of the Long Island Rail 
Road so Queens can have 
a crosstown train route? 

This would help reduce 
overcrowding on buses and 
trains and decrease travel 
times within Queens.

The LIRR’s East Side 
Access project, to bring its 
trains to Grand Central 
Terminal, may add incen-
tive to reactivating the 
Rockaway Beach line.

I hope someone can 
help us.

Marilyn Chin
Arverne by the Sea

THE NEW
CLOCKWORK ORANGE

The Internet and smartphones have opened up a world 
that was unimaginable 10 years ago.

Today, using Skype we can video chat for free with 
people on the other side of the globe. With our cellphones 
we can take pictures and videos and send them anywhere 
we want in seconds.

But a recent event in Astoria Park has shown that 
this technology is being misused for ugly purposes. Five 
suspects were arrested in the brutal mob beating of two 
14-year-old girls in the park.

Videos of the beating posted online are disturbing. 
They show the girls being punched and kicked while a 
crowd of other teenagers watch.

There are sites set up on the Internet where these 
types of assaults are posted on a regular basis as a form of 
entertainment.

Some speculate that the beatings are staged so the at-
tackers will get their moment of fame. The mob is aware 
that its brutality is being recorded.

Ironically, the police have used the videos to make ar-
rests. City Councilman Peter Vallone said “as pathetic as 
it is that people think they need to post these videos, as a 
prosecutor I can tell you it is extremely helpful to us.”

Nina Kunicki, the mother of one of the victims, said 
her daughter suffered a fractured nose and multiple bruis-
es in the attack.

“They could have killed my daughter,” she said.
Is this the 21st-century “Clockwork Orange?” How is 

it possible that teenagers can be indifferent to and even 
enjoy the vicious beating of two young girls? Why are web-
sites turning these videos into entertainment?

Ask students grafted on to their cellphones and they 
will tell you that these sites exist, although they will prob-
ably protest that they don’t visit them. 

The smartphones capable of recording and posting 
this trash cost hundreds of dollars in addition to monthly 
charges.

In addition, phones are being used in a form of high-
tech bullying where videos are drafted to humiliate teen-
age girls. That humiliation can be worse that a beating. 
Last year a video resulted in a teenage girl jumping in 
front of a train.

We don’t know what the answer is to this cellphone 
cruelty, but it’s pretty clear the new technology has cre-
ated a monster.
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Shame Congress into passing gun control laws
R

epublicans success-
fully derailed the 
passage of gun leg-
islation last month 

in the last moments when 
passage looked likely. The 
54 votes in favor fell short 
of the 60 needed to break 
a filibuster. U.S. Sen. Joe 
Manchin (D-W.Va.), who 
co-authored the bill, said 
it would have passed if the 
National Rifle Association 
did not score it. The NRA 
score scared enough sena-
tors to oppose it rather 
than risk reprisals from 
pro-gunners come election 
time. Most headlines called 
these folks cowards.

Let us be clear: This 

was not a good piece of 
legislation anyway. It was 
full of holes and, if passed, 
would have been meaning-
less. For example, gun show 
sellers could just walk out-
side the gun show building 
and sell guns in the park-
ing lot. Family members 
and friends could sell guns 
to each other without any 
background checks. And 
how is it that most crimi-
nals get guns? Through 
friends.

Make no mistake, this 
is a partisan fight: 90 per-
cent of Democrats voted 
for the bill; 90 percent of 
Republicans against it. But 
a few courageous Republi-

cans did break rank to vote 
in favor of the bill, siding 
with the overwhelming ma-
jority of citizens who favor 
background checks.

Universal background 
checks, a ban on military 
weapons in civilian hands, 
large capacity magazine 
bullet clips and keeping 
guns out of the hands of 
the mentally unstable have 
nothing to do with the Sec-
ond Amendment, but the 
NRA and pro-gun groups 
continue to blur the lines.

Guns have changed 
since colonial times, and so 
should the laws. Back then, 
militias were needed to 
suppress British loyalists, 

keep the slave population 
in control and fight off ma-
rauding Indians. Able-bod-
ied men were conscripted 
into militia duty for war 
when needed. Today, we 
have a standing army, the 
National Guard and well-
established police forces all 
across the country. Militias 
are a thing of the past.

How is it that Repub-
licans can flaunt their op-
position to gun laws and 
bow to the NRA while they 
put budgets on the table 
that will gut Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, whose 
benefits help more than 40 
million seniors? It appears 
that 4 million NRA mem-

bers are worth more than 
35 million AARP members 
when it comes to priorities 
in Congress. AARP lobbies, 
too, so let us start a senior 
score system to use come 
election time and see how 
that fares.

Social activist and 
filmmaker Michael Moore 
says we should show the 
pictures of the Newtown, 
Conn., massacre if we want 
effective gun laws passed. 
Showing pictures of the 
horror of war was enough 
to turn the tide of the Viet-
nam War and get us out. We 
did not see the horror of the 
Afghanistan or Iraq wars 
because the Bush adminis-

tration censored it.
Showing photos of flag-

draped coffins of soldiers 
returning home was pro-
hibited, and Bush himself 
did not attend one funeral 
for a fallen soldier because 
of the bad press it would 
bring. Maybe it is time 
to make some billboards 
showing crime scenes such 
as that of Sandy Hook El-
ementary School.

Maybe that is the cata-
lyst we need to move Con-
gress to act.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

Back Willets Point development

Q
ueens is on the 
verge of an econom-
ic development tidal 
wave, but if we do 

not encourage this growth, 
we stand to lose out on criti-
cal opportunities to im-
prove the quality of life for 
residents.

Willets Point, along 
with projects underway at 
Hunters Point South and 
Flushing Commons, will 
lead to thousands of new 
units of housing and job 
opportunities that will sus-
tain our borough into the 
21st century.

As the public approval 
process for the redevelop-
ment of Willets Point be-
gins — it was certified by 
the Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure in March 
and is now being reviewed 
by Community Board 7 — it 
is important that residents 
understand how this proj-
ect will increase economic 
growth and prosperity for 
businesses across Queens.

Last June, the city se-
lected the Queens Develop-
ment Group to redevelop 
Willets Point into a vibrant, 
mixed-use neighborhood 
and destination.

The plan will reverse 

a century of environmental 
contamination by remedi-
ating 23 acres of land and 
transforming it into a gen-
erator of jobs and economic 
investment. It will include 
new retail and housing and 
a hotel and be facilitated by 
a $3 billion private invest-
ment, the largest in Queens 
history.

The positive impact 
of the project will extend 
from Flushing and Corona 
to all neighborhoods of 
the borough. On top of the 
3,700 construction jobs that 
will be created, there will 
be 7,100 permanent new 
jobs as well. Hotel workers 
will be unionized and will 
be paid a living wage, and 
building workers and secu-
rity guards will be paid the 
city’s prevailing wage.

Many of these jobs will 
go to Queens residents who 
will spend money at local 
businesses every day of 
the week — not to mention 
the rest of the thousands of 
workers who will support 
area businesses through-
out the workweek.

The new retail at Wil-
lets Point will also help 
Queens retain some of the 
billions of dollars in spend-

ing the city now loses to the 
suburbs, including approxi-
mately $1 billion in grocery 
sales.

Further, visitors to the 
new Willets Point and its 
hotel would spend money 
at local businesses and are 
likely to be patrons of our 
great cultural institutions, 
such as the Museum of 
the Moving Image and the 
Queens Museum of Art.

And while New York 
City is experiencing a 
dearth of affordable hous-
ing options, the develop-
ment will include 2,500 new 
housing units, of which 875 
units will be affordable. 
These new residents will 
spend money at local stores 
and restaurants, generat-
ing even more jobs, invest-
ments and revenue for the 
city.

If this project does 
not move forward, Queens 
will miss out on thousands 
of jobs and a vibrant new 
neighborhood. We cannot 
let that happen.

Jack Friedman
Executive Director

Queens Chamber of 
Commerce

Flushing

People, biz must stop littering

A
t the northeast 
corner of North-
ern Boulevard and 
Clearview Express-

way in Bayside is a green 
area where the Soldier’s 
Monument stands. The 
monument commemorates 
the sacrifices our men and 
women made serving in the 
armed forces during war-
time.

Unfortunately, this 
green area is frequently 
littered. Recently, I picked 
up a bag of cups, remains 
of lunches and other pieces 
of debris that some people 
thoughtlessly left behind 
near this symbol of honor. 
I thought it was disgraceful 
that this special site should 
be fouled with garbage, this 
site where we should be re-
membering and respecting 
our fallen heroes.

This is not the first 
time I stopped to pick up lit-

ter there. There used to be a 
litter basket by the bus stop 
in front of the monument, 
but it is gone — again. My 
understanding is that the 
city Sanitation Department 
keeps taking the baskets 
away because people keep 
putting household garbage 
in them.

But is it better to take 
away the baskets and have 
litter left on the ground by 
the monument and other 
areas? It does not make 
sense to me.

Litter baskets along 
much of Northern Boule-
vard keep getting removed. 
So where does the debris 
go? It goes in the streets, 
is left on sidewalks, clogs 
catch basins or lands in 
green areas. I walk a lot 
and I have been astonished 
at the amount of litter I see 
on my travels as of late.

Garbage and litter is 

also a problem by many 
businesses throughout the 
community — and let us 
not forget the dog poop is-
sue. Why do some owners 
allow their pets to poop on 
sidewalks and then leave it 
behind for someone to step 
in?

It is time for all of us to 
be more cognizant of these 
problems. If you have litter, 
please dispose of it prop-
erly. Please pick up after 
your pet like most owners 
do. Sanitation also has to 
improve its efforts in con-
fronting this issue.

All members of the 
community, including busi-
nesses, should do their part 
in keeping their neighbor-
hood litter free and beauti-
ful.

Henry Euler
Bayside

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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S
ince Washington, 
D.C., is the national 
capital, it could be 
said that Boston is 

the spiritual capital of our 
country from the stand-
point that it was in April 
1775 that the Revolutionary 
War began with the Battles 
of Lexington and Concord 
between American patriots 
and British soldiers. These 
military engagements oc-
curred outside Boston and 
triggered a war that would 
last seven years.

During that period, 
the other 12 colonies rallied 

behind Boston by sending 
them supplies, including 
some military hardware. 
The spark of revolution 
that began in Boston soon 
spread to the other colonies. 
George Washington would 
emerge as the ultimate mil-
itary commander and after 
seven years of conflict won 
the war and secured Amer-
ican freedom.

Today in Boston a 
different kind of war has 
emerged. It is a war not of 
battles on battlefields, but 
a terrorist attack against 
civilian populations. The 
attack on the World Trade 
Center was followed sev-
eral years later by the mas-
sacre at Fort Hood, Texas, 
and now the bombing at the 
Boston Marathon, which 
involved several hundred 
casualties.

These attacks are in 

addition to planned attacks 
that failed. As a nation we 
cannot allow these attacks 
to occur without a response. 
It is the first obligation of a 
government to protect its 
citizens against all harm, 
foreign and domestic. This 
will mean more security at 
home provided by law en-
forcement and our military 
forces. It will mean more 
offensive warfare against 
terrorist training centers 
and command posts. Our 
response should be aggres-
sive and continual.

The attacks on our 
peace have been so vicious 
and ruthless that a mili-
tary response seems to be 
the prime answer. It cannot 
be said how long our war 
against terrorism will go 
on, but it may be for a long 
time. This will mean tight-
ening restrictions on immi-

gration policy as to who is 
allowed in our country and 
for what purpose and for 
how long. The days of new-
ly arrived immigrants be-
ing allowed to roam freely 
throughout our nation are 
over.

The time of the great-
est influx of immigrants 
occurred from 1880-1910. 
The people who came to 
our country then wanted 
to build a new life for them-
selves and worked toward 

the American Dream of 
success. Many of them 
achieved success, but to-
day some immigrants have 
other reasons for coming 
to America. Some of these 
reasons are not in the best 
interests of American ide-
als.

Years ago after World 
War II, we fought what was 
called the Cold War, which 
involved free democracies 
led by the United States 
confronting communism. 

This took place between 
1945 and 1990. During that 
time, terrorism was hardly 
a factor. Today we face a 
new kind of warfare. It will 
mean an entirely different 
kind of training for our po-
lice and military forces.

Security will be of 
paramount consideration. 
For our government not 
to respond aggressively to 
terrorist attacks would in-
dicate a sign of weakness. 
In response to terrorism, 
we should respond imme-
diately.

In the last 50 years, 
progress has been made in 
the worlds of science and 
technology, but we cannot 
say that the world is a safer 
place than it was in previ-
ous years.

Protection from terrorism is fi rst priority of government

People of all stripes came out for 1939 World’s Fair

T
he official opening 
of the 1939 World’s 
Fair came with the 
president’s opening 

remarks at 3:12 p.m., along 
with Gov. Herbert Lehman, 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 
and fair President Grover 
Whalen, who headed the 
list of other speakers from 
60 other participating na-
tions.

The talks topped a 
parade of 20,000 marching 
soldiers, marines, sailors 
and costumed representa-
tives of foreign nations who 
formed at the Perisphere 
and then tramped majesti-
cally through Constitution 
Mall to the speech site.

Whalen expressed sat-
isfaction with the turnout.

“Our fondest dream 
and expectations were fully 
realized today,” he said. 
“The tremendous assembly 
of people and the great en-
thusiasm of the public indi-
cate that the New York Fair 
has passed its crucial test 
with flying colors. It was a 
marvelous turnout.”

The following day was 
opening day of the World’s 
Fair, when Queens took the 
visit of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, his entourage 
and other world celebrities 
in stride. Human carloads 
of fair-goers streamed into 
the borough until dusk.

Visitors, who came 
from all over the world, ar-
rived by train, airplane and 
boat to establish the exposi-

tion opening as one of the 
most orderly and colorful 
events of it size in history. 
On the first day, more than 
600,000 visitors flocked to 
the premiere of the exposi-
tion.

That first week was 
also dubbed “Queens Week” 
and the first Monday was 
“Borough Day,” where 
school and civic groups 
took part in performances.

Whalen’s face must 
have turned red with Sher-
iff Maurice FitzGerald’s 
official visit on his spic-
ily ballyhooed girlie show. 
While adjective slingers 
had been building up the 
World Fair’s nude lane as 
“sensational,” “shocking,” 
“nerve-tingling,” etc., to 
draw in the suckers from 
Corncob Corner, the sheriff 
took a peek and observed, 
“Why, they’re no better 
nor worse than 90 percent 
of New York’s night club 
shows. I can’t see how 
they’d even corrupt a kin-

dergarten.”
Festivities for Queens 

Week continued briskly at 
the fair. Hundred of young 
ladies lined up for the Typi-
cal Queens Girl contest. 
Representing the borough’s 
girlhood, there were girls 
in gingham dresses and 
low-heeled shoes, girls stat-
uesque in evening cloths, 
girls smartly clad in fur 
capes and business girls, 
school girls and models. 
They climbed the dais one 
at a time, then retired. 
They lined up for the judg-
es, removed their hats and 
smiled bright and hopeful.

Balmy weather the 

first week let four musical 
concerts go off on sched-
ule along the fountain-
splashed, tree-lined malls 
of the fair grounds. Two 
score drum and bugle corps 
of Queens veterans organi-
zations and their junior af-
filiates were at the Court of 
Peace, where just the day 
before the 140-strong Bay-
side High School band and 
chorus gave a rousing per-
formance.

The day before, the 
Flushing band and chorus 
gave their concert at the 
Washington Statue in Con-
stitution Mall. The Cho-
ral of the Women’s Club of 

Queens Village held forth 
in the Court of Peace. Other 
groups included Masonic 
lodges, Knights of Colum-
bus, trade unions and civic 
groups.

The surroundings of 
a modern-day fairyland 
provided the setting for the 
president’s renewed pleas 
for world peace as he stood 
before a crowd of 40,000 in 
the Court of Peace.

“Our wagon is hitched 
to a star,” declared the chief 
executive, who was both 
seen and heard by millions 
of radio and television lis-
teners the world over.

He continued, “it is 
a star of good will, a star 
of promise for mankind, a 
star of greater happiness 
and less hardship and, 
above all, a star of peace.”

He then declared the 
fair open to all mankind.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

The attacks on our peace have been 
so vicious and ruthless that a military 

response seems to be the prime 
answer.

On the opening day, Queens took the 
visit of president Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

his entourage and other world 
celebrities in stride. Human carloads of 
fair-goers streamed into the borough 

until dusk.
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Maspeth Patriotic
Canvas Tote**

Open a new Vacation Club
or make a deposit to an

existing Vacation Club at
Maspeth Federal Savings

and receive interest* plus a:

Vacation Clubs are available
in weekly amounts of $5, $10, $15,

$20 and $30. Don’t throw away
your old Vacation Club

passbook–it can be used again,
a new one is not necessary.

*Ask us for further information with
regard to interest rates,  terms & conditions. 

**Quantities Limited – Styles May Vary – 
Limit 3 Vacation Clubs Per Person.

Terms and Rates
subject to change without notice.

– PLEASE ADVISE US IF YOU
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS –

Vacation
Club 2013
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BY JOE ANUTA

The Al Oerter Recre-
ation Center in Flushing 
looked like a martial arts 
movie scene Sunday, when 
hundreds of people cheered 
on children as young as 4 
chopping and kicking their 
way through a tournament 
sponsored by the city Parks 
Department.

Richmond Hill resi-
dent Devin Sanchez, 8, 
hopped in a circle around 
the wooden floor of the 
gym, fists raised in front 
of his sweating face. His 
brow was furrowed and lips 
puckered outward around 
his mouth guard. Cheered 
on by family, he first kicked 
his padded foot into the air, 
probably a diversion, before 
lunging in to punch his op-
ponent.

“A tournament like 
this is great for the kids 
and the community,” said 

Susan Friedman, of Parks. 
“Martial arts is good for 
the mind, body and spirit.”

Friedman’s husband, 
Rick Diaz, is the recreation 
director for the Al Oerter 
center and a 10th-degree 
black belt. Diaz has hosted 
the free tournament for five 
years, and it always draws 
a crowd.

About 500 boys and 
girls from 4 to 17 years old 
competed in six age groups 
and two categories — spar-
ring with an opponent and 
executing formal, choreo-
graphed moves in front 
of judges. The gym was 
packed with spectators 
from all over the tri-state 
area. They either watched 
from the rails of an elevat-
ed running track above the 
action or thronged the gym 
floor, forming human rings 
around the matches.

Juan Jimenez runs a 
Jamaica school called Born 

to Win Martial Arts, and 
was refereeing some of the 
fights.

He says both young and 
old can benefit from learn-
ing traditional martial arts 
— even 4-year-olds.

“It’s about a way of 
life,” he said, echoing sev-

eral coaches about the mer-
its of martial arts like dis-
cipline and focus. “If you’re 
not becoming a better per-
son, then the philosophy is 
not living within you.”

Jimenez not only 
teaches the mechanics of 
a Japanese-style karate at 

his school, he also inspects 
his students’ report cards 
and requires them to write 
essays before advancing to-
ward the rank of black belt. 
Schools in the Jamaica 
area send him troubled stu-
dents to learn self-control 
through karate and medita-
tion, he said.

Other schools that 
treat martial arts as a sport 
tout four-year black belt 
programs, but Jimenez said 
he does not promote anyone 
to black belt until they show 
they have improved their 
character as well as their 
form. One of his students 
has been studying for eight 
years without attaining the 
sought-after distinction.

“I’ve lost students be-
cause of it,” he said. “But 
the ones who have stayed 
are truly great. They un-
derstand what it means.”

Jimenez dashed off to 
award some of his students 

trophies as the matches 
wore on.

Katherine Quito, 14, is 
a student at MS 217 and said 
she enjoys studying Korean 
Tae Kwon Do for the thrill.

“I love it!” she said, 
removing her padded head-
gear after a match. “You 
can feel how exciting it is.”

Two of New York City’s 
most famous martial art-
ists, Jadi Tention and Ross 
Levine, were on hand to 
encourage the children and 
speak about the ancillary 
benefits of learning self-de-
fense. They are both karate 
world champions.

“You’re not teaching 
them violence,” Tention 
said. “You’re teaching them 
a life skill.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Devin Sanchez (l.) takes on Christian Castro during the tourna-
ment. Photo by Christina Santucci

Karate kids get kick out of free Flushing tournament
Parks Department sponsors event where tenacious tykes fi ght for fun while learning life lessons

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The city has spared 

one Hillcrest  after-school 
program from the budget 
dance for 13 years, but is 
now planning to completely 
cut off its funding, program 
directors said at a Tuesday 
rally.

Students and instruc-
tors at the Adolescent After 
School 4 program stood on 
the steps of the Parsons Ed-
ucational Complex, at 158-
40 76th Road, to blast May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
proposed budget for next 
year, which will defund the 
program’s total $101,000 an-
nual cost. That equates to 
0.001 percent of the city’s 
entire $70 billion budget.

“The program gives 
them a chance to stay off 
the streets and set goals 
for themselves,” said Os-
wald Araujo, director of 
the Parsons Beacon pro-
gram, which is run by the 
Child Center of New York, 

the same organization that 
oversees the adolescent 
program.

The educational ser-
vice is offered at the Par-
sons Beacon building, but 
exists outside of its pro-
gramming, Araujo said. 
It serves a minimum of 
75 students throughout 
the year aged 12 to 21 who 
are emotionally and aca-
demically high-risk. Those 
children have access to a 
social worker and two men-
tal health professionals, 
who provide workshops 
on topics like bullying and 
the dangers of drugs and 
gangs. They take the chil-
dren on field trips and offer 
other recreational and edu-
cational activities as well, 
the center said.

Several students who 
participate in the program 
spoke in its defense, and 
one former student who 
is about to become a city 
school teacher said he 
would not be where he is 

without the guidance of his 
former caseworker.

The funds for the pro-
gram are administered 
through the city Depart-
ment of Health, which in-
formed the care center in 

a December letter that all 
funding would dry up in 
the coming fiscal year.

Adam Karpati, execu-
tive deputy commissioner 
of the department’s Divi-
sion of Mental Hygiene , 

whose annual salary in 
2011 was about double the 
program’s annual budget, 
said declining resources 
have forced the department 
to make hard choices about 
what to cut.

“These cuts have been 
truly difficult choices,” he 
wrote.

“While [DOH] has 
worked hard to find savings 
by leveraging other fund-
ing streams, such as Medic-
aid, closing programs that 
were under-performing 
and capturing savings from 
programs that are closing 
voluntarily, we have been 
unable to avoid difficult 
cuts like that above.”

Should the cuts make 
it into the final budget, 
Araujo said the program 
would be forced to close, 
but a representative from 
the office of City Council-
man James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows) said the 
lawmaker would look into 
restoring the needed cash 
from discretionary funds.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Participants in the after-school program and members of the community protest planned budget 
cuts. Photo by Joe Anuta

Hillcrest school program faces ax after 13 years

with strawberries dipped in 
gourmet chocolate arranged 
in a ceramic keepsake pitcher

ON SALE!
Order early for Mother’s Day.

GIVE MOM 
YOUR BEST

Offer valid at participating locations shown below. Valid on arrangements 
and dipped fruit boxes only. Offer expires XX/XX/XX. Offer code must be 
used when placing order. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. 
Containers may vary. Delivery not available in all areas. Cannot be com-
bined with any other offer, promotion, coupon or coupon code. Excludes 
tax and delivery. Not valid on previously purchased items. Acceptance 
and use of coupon is subject to all applicable laws. Void where prohibited. 
See store for details. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other 
marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible 
Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

EdibleArrangements.com
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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BT CELEBRATION 2013
An Evening of Music & Song

Yoel Sharabi
Israeli-International Singer

Cantor Moti Fuchs
Singing From His Heart

With: The Community Children Choir

SUNDAY, MAY 19 @ 7:15PM
HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER

183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366
HillcrestNews@aol.com • www.HillcrestJC.org

For Tickets: Call 718-380-4145 OR at the door prior to Showtime
$30 General Seating • $40 & $60 Reserved Seats ($100 - VIP w/ dinner)*

$15 Students (w/ ID)
*Children under 12 – one FREE ticket with purchase of each Reserved Seat

Sign up to be a Walker, Team Captain, or Sponsor!  
Go to http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2013  
or call 718-281-8890 for more information.

Walk for St. Mary’s Kids and support vital programs and 
services for children with special needs and medically 
complex conditions.  Do it for the Kids!

Sunday, May 19, 2013 
Belmont Park, Elmont, NY
Registration: 9am ü Walk: 10am

9th ANNUAL WALK FOR ST. MARY’S KIDS

PRESENTED BY

S T.  M A R Y ’ S  H E A LT H C A R E  S Y S T E M  F O R  C H I L D R E N

http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2013  

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY STEVE MOSCO

Joel Miele, a Howard 
Beach resident who served 
Queens and the city at large 
in a wide-reaching array of 
positions, died Tuesday. He 
was 79.

Miele was the commis-
sioner of two different agen-
cies:  the city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
and the city Department 
of Buildings. He also held 
posts as the Queens rep-
resentative on the Depart-
ment of City Planning and 
as chairman of Community 
Board 10 covering Howard 
Beach, Ozone Park and 
Richmond Hill for more 
than a decade.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said Miele 
would be remembered as 
a decorated U.S. Navy cap-
tain, dedicated father and 

proud New Yorker.
“Throughout his ca-

reer, Joel sought to improve 
city services and protect 
our critical infrastruc-
ture,” the mayor said in a 
statement. “He oversaw the 
successful completion of 
the first phase of the Third 
Water Tunnel, the larg-
est public works project in 

New York City history, and 
initiated major survey and 
repair projects to ensure 
the reliability and quality 
of our water system. Joel 
was an accomplished engi-
neer who applied his trade 
in the service of the city.”

Miele also served on a 
number of boards, includ-
ing the Queens Public Li-
brary and Queens Public 
Access Television, and was 
a member of the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals.

“Joel Miele served 
the people of Queens as a 
library trustee for more 
than 32 years with wis-
dom and humor, and was 
president of the board in 
1995 and 1996,” a Queens 
Library spokeswoman said 
in a statement. “We extend 
sincere sympathies to Jo-
sephine, and all of Joel’s 
friends and family.”

City mourns Joel Miele 
after decades of work

City officials remember Joel 
Miele, who died Tuesday, as a 
hardworking family man repre-
senting Queens and the city. 

Photo courtesy Queens Library
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier

Tiff any
Coach

Dior

$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

Not valid with any other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Off er ends June 30, 2013. B.T.

$100 OFF Eyeglasses plus 
FREE 2nd Pair 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends June 30, 2013.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends June 30, 2013.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends June 30, 2013.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of Lenses
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LATE PAGE

BY PHIL CORSO

The group of Bayside 
activists hoping to silence 
the growing nuisance of 
airliner noise in their back-
yards has come a long way 
in a short time since its for-
mation late last year.

The Queens Quiet 
Skies organization has been 
holding regular open meet-
ings to keep up their fight 
with the Federal Aviation 
Administration after they 
flight noise grew louder in 
their neighborhoods.

Group founder and 
Community Board 11 mem-
ber Janet McEneaney said 
she has remained in close 
contact with various north-
east Queens elected offi-
cials, including state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
to show the agency that 
Queens will not go quietly.

“When we first started 
this organization last fall, 

I thought it would just be 
a matter of time before we 
wrote enough letters to fix 
the problem,” McEneaney 
said. “I didn’t understand 
then that we are dealing 
with deeply entrenched 
procedures and attitudes 
that will take time and ef-
fort to change.”

The group held several 
meetings in recent months, 
fully stocked with presen-
tations and elected officials 
to discuss key elements 
of FAA and Port Author-
ity policies affecting their 
communities.

“I am cautiously op-
timistic now that we can 
make those changes hap-
pen,” McEneaney said. 
“We have been working 
closely with a task force as-
sembled by Sen. Avella on a 
long-term strategy as well 
as dealing with more im-
mediate situations as they 
arise.”

Queens Quiet Skies 
was an integral player in 

the organizing of a face-
to-face meeting with FAA 
representatives in March, 
which packed the Bay Ter-
race Jewish Center with 
community leaders and 

concerned residents. Elect-
ed officials have since been 
meeting with the federal 
agency to discuss flight 
patterns and policy matters 
with hopes to find alterna-

tives to quiet the skies.
The crux of the FAA 

fight revolves around why 
residents were reporting 
more airplane noise than 
they were used to as early 
as last summer. FAA rep-
resentatives, including 
Eastern Regional Adminis-
trator Carmine Gallo, have 
said the noise stemmed 
from a testing phase to 
gather flight path data.

Despite accusations 
from state representatives 
and community leaders, 
the FAA has consistently 
denied claims that the air-
line industry was influenc-
ing plane traffic, saying the 
ultimate goal was to reduce 
delays and fuel costs.

When she first sought 
to form Queens Quiet Skies, 
McEneany said she drew in-
spiration from neighboring 
communities which have 
already sparred with the 
FAA over airliner noise, 
including a similar Nassau 
County group established 

years ago. Moving forward, 
she said she hopes the new-
found Queens activists’ 
voices can add strength to 
the cause.

“It would be foolish to 
pretend that this is not go-
ing to be a long, hard strug-
gle,” McEneany said. “But 
having learned how others 
have done it elsewhere, I be-
lieve we have an excellent 
chance of prevailing in the 
end. We’ll never turn back 
the clock — the 21st century 
is here to stay. But Queens 
residents are stakeholders 
in aviation planning and 
management and should be 
treated as such.”

Anyone interested in 
joining Queens Quiet Skies 
can e-mail the organization 
at queensquietskies@aol.
com.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Queens Quiet Skies founder Janet McEneany speaks during a 
March Federal Aviation Administration town hall in Bay Terrace. 

Photo by Phil Corso

Boro’s Quiet Skies gains momentum in FAA fi ght

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-
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World-Class Vascular Surgical Care
Close to Home
Gregg S. Landis, MD, FACS has joined the North Shore-LIJ Health System 
as Vice Chairman, Surgery and Chief, Vascular and Endovascular Surgery 
at our Long Island Jewish Medical Center.

With over 18 years of experience, Dr. Landis, a board certified vascular 
surgeon, specializes in state-of-the-art treatments for prevention of stroke, 
peripheral arterial disease and minimally invasive vascular interventions, 
as well as comprehensive wellness care. As an Associate Professor of 
Surgery, North Shore-LIJ Hofstra School of Medicine, Dr. Landis is helping 
to advance medical education in vascular and endovascular healthcare.

Now as part of the North Shore-LIJ Medical Group, Dr. Landis and his 
patients have access to the extensive resources of the North Shore-LIJ 
Health System and the experts at Long Island Jewish Medical Center.

For more information on Dr. Landis 
and the North Shore-LIJ Medical 
Group, go to nslijdocs.com.

For an appointment, call (516) 233-3607.

North Shore-LIJ Vascular Surgery 
1999 Marcus Avenue, Suite 106B 
Lake Success, New York 11042
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Carnival for Critters
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

The Bangladeshi community 
in Queens reacted with sadness 
to a garment factory collapse in 
Bangladesh last month that left 
hundreds dead, and an  organiza-
tion that advocates for immigrant 
workers said the tragedy sheds 
light on the importance of creat-
ing better working conditions for 
laborers in the garment industry 
overseas.

“People are really upset,” 
said Monami Maulik, a spokes-
woman for Desis Rising Up & 
Moving, a Jackson Heights-based 
organization of low-wage South 
Asian immigrant workers in 
New York. “I think it’s definitely 
a wake-up call.”

The factory collapse has 
been characterized as the world’s 
worst garment industry disaster, 
with more than 800 workers con-
firmed dead at press time.

It is estimated that more 
than 3,000 people were working 
in the Rana Plaza building near 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, many of 
them young women, when the fac-

tory collapsed, although the exact 
number is unknown. The build-
ing crumbled soon after workers 
had noticed cracks in the walls, 
and about 2,500 people  were res-
cued from the debris.

Maulik said the collapse was 
one of several disasters to befall 
the garment industry in Bangla-

desh. She said among the other 
tragedies are numerous fires, in-
cluding one at the Tezreen Facto-
ry last year that killed more than 
100 workers.

She said she hopes the Rana 
Plaza collapse will prompt people 
to put pressure on the Bangla-
deshi government, factory own-

ers and corporations to pass laws 
to protect workers.

“There are so many viola-
tions in these factories,” she said. 
“It’s an ongoing problem.”

She said DRUM and other 
organizations are working to col-
lect money to send to the victims’ 
families in Bangladesh. She said 
DRUM is also preparing a cam-
paign with other labor rights 
groups to call for better safety 
standards and monitoring of fac-
tories.

DRUM, Alliance of South 
Asian American Labor, Bangla-
deshi American Advocacy Group 
and other organizations joined a 
vigil Friday led by state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) to commemorate those 
who lost their lives in the col-
lapse.

Weprin called on corpora-
tions that operate overseas to ad-
here to safe and ethical working 
standards.

“It is time for all United 
States-based businesses abroad to 
take a leading role in protecting 
the rights of the workers in Ban-

gladesh and all their facilities,” 
he said.

But Kazi Fouzia, a member 
of DRUM who attended the vigil, 
said many Bangladeshi people 
are shying away from putting 
pressure on business to reform.

“Most of the community 
is not willing to hold the corpo-
rations accountable,” she said 
through a translator.

She pointed out that the gar-
ment industry brings in lots of 
money to Bangladesh and is a 
major driver of the economy, and 
some are worried that the country 
will lose contracts if people push 
for corporate accountability.

But she said it is impor-
tant for not only corporations to 
change, but all the major players.

“We need to really put more 
pressure on all sides and all re-
sponsible parties — the govern-
ment, the factory owners and the 
corporations … so this doesn’t 
happen again,” she said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Workers and army personnel use heavy machinery as they work to clear the 
site and recover bodies of victims from the rubble of a garment factory building 
collapse in Bangladesh. AP Photo/Ismail Ferdous

Queens Bangladeshis decry factory collapse

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

BED-STUY 
CAMPAIGN
AGAINST 
HUNGER

Please join us for the

4th Annual Planter Awards Dinner
Presented by
Hosted by Fox 5 Anchor
Antwan Lewis

Honoring
Nancy Romer, 
Brooklyn Food Coalition
Thursday, June 13, 2013 at Giando on the Water
412 Kent Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Cocktail Reception
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Silent Auction & Dinner

For tickets to the fundraiser or to donate, visit
BedStuyAgainstHunger.org or call (718) 773-3551, ext. 151
The Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger is a 501(c)(3) organization.

4th Annual 
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
John F. Kennedy In-

ternational and LaGuardia 
airports are being driven 
to expand by demand and 
global competition in a 
trend that promises a sig-
nificant economic impact 
on Queens, a Port Author-
ity executive said Wednes-
day.

The airline industry 
and Queens have been tied 
at the hip, even going back 
to May 8, 1919, when the 
first trans-Atlantic flight 
took off from the now-de-
funct naval air station in 
Breezy Point.

“It was true then and 
it’s been true ever since 
that Queens and the avia-
tion industry were really 
made for each other,” Su-
san Baer, the Port Author-
ity’s director of aviation, 
told the crowd that gath-
ered at Resorts World Ca-
sino on the 94th anniver-

sary of that flight for an 
airline industry expo.

Queens’ two airports 
counted more than 75 mil-
lion passengers in 2012, 
and between them they 
employed 46,000 people 
who do everything from 
flying the planes to serv-
ing meals in the terminals, 
she said. Throughout the 
region, the airports sup-
port another 287,000 jobs 
related to the industry, and 
in Queens businesses like 
hotels, freight-forwarders 
and construction compa-
nies are some of the big-
gest to cash in on the $32 
billion in economic activ-
ity the industry generates.

Queens is even home 
to New York’s hometown 
airline, JetBlue, which em-
ployees about 5,000 people 
in the borough. JetBlue is 
JFK’s busiest airline and 
it has been spending mil-
lions of dollars updating 
the airport’s Terminal 5. 

Richard Smyth, the air-
line’s vice president for 
corporate real estate, said 
JetBlue encourages busi-
ness partnerships with 

local companies and said 
its website has a listing 
of contracts ranging from 
parts to construction bids.

Baer said the Port Au-

thority is under Federal 
Aviation Administration 
requirements to partner 
with local businesses, and 
organizations such as the 
Council for Airport Op-
portunity are great places 
to match local businesses 
with the industry.

She and Smyth spoke 
at the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce’s Business 
Expo and Breakfast, 
an event for which the 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
was a sponsor.

Both Queens air-
ports are facing growing 
demand to expand. La 
Guardia traffic jumped 
6.5 percent last year to 25.7 
million passengers, good 
enough to score the most 
growth in the Port Author-
ity system, Baer said.

But LaGuardia’s cen-
tral terminal is outdated, 
and she said replacing it is 
top on the agency’s list.

“The facility is old 

and it’s obsolete. It opened 
in 1964 to mark the 1964 
World’s Fair — the dawn 
of the jet age,” Baer said. 
“The planes were smaller 
and there were far fewer 
people flying. It was de-
signed to handle 8 million 
travelers and in 2012 it ac-
commodated 12.5 million.”

Baer said the PA proj-
ects LaGuardia’s passen-
ger load  will grow to 18 
million  in 2030, and the 
agency is planning to re-
lease a request for propos-
al later this spring for a 
multibillion-dollar public/
private partnership.

JFK’s cargo industry 
is facing competition from 
naval shipping and other 
airports across the coun-
try. The Port Authority 
recently released a study 
looking at ways to sharpen 
the airport’s competitive 
edge, such as expanding 
access through Queens 
roadways.

Aviation’s Eder Hernandez (l.) waits to high-five teammate Elias 
Martinez (r.). Photo by Yinghao Luo

Passenger traffi c pressures borough airports to expand
Resorts World aviation breakfast details booming business for both JFK, LaGuardia in Queens

Hallelujah
FOOT & SPA

  SPA

FOR MOM

42-34 235th Street Douglaston, NY 11363 
(Near Douglaston LIRR Station)

(718) 279-7577/9577 | hallelujahspa@gmail.com

WE PROVIDE:
$29

$39

20% OFF All Services
on Mother’s Day 

Weekend
5/10, 5/11 & 5/12

20% OFF Gift CertificatesThe last purchase dateis on Mother’s Day
5/12/13

What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Math skills add up to 
success at one Forest Hills 
middle school.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott and 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
were among the many in at-
tendance at JHS 190 Russell 
Sage Monday to celebrate 
and congratulate young 
whiz Jena Yun for advanc-
ing to a national math com-
petition in Washington, 
D.C., to be held Friday.

“This is the perfect 
way to start a Monday,” 
Walcott said from the li-
brary at Russell Sage, at 
68-17 Austin St. “This is a 
great school and Jena and 
the rest of the school repre-
sent that greatness.”

Yun, an eighth-grader 
at Russell Sage, traveled to 
Albany with her math team 
and coaches to compete in 
MATHCOUNTS, a bee-style 

contest that tests the math 
mettle of middle-schoolers 
across the country. Yun 
placed fourth in the state 
competition and in doing so 
earned a trip to the capital 
for nationals.

“I just went on that 
trip to have fun with math,” 
said Yun. “I didn’t believe it 
at first. People were squeez-
ing my arm trying to get 
me to stand up.”

But placing fourth and 
advancing to nationals did 
more than just make Yun 
nervous and her school 
proud. With the accom-
plishment, Yun became the 
only female representative 
at the D.C. tournament and 
the sole competitor from a 
public school.

Yun will compete 
against 224 fellow math-
letes from all 50 states.

“This is pretty great. 
She faced some tough 
competition up there,” 
said William Collins, who 

coaches math along with 
Mary Rudolph and David 
Lee. “When they called her 
name we were all dumb-
founded. It is such an in-
credible feat for her.”

Koslowitz said she was 
not surprised to hear of 
an accomplishment of this 
magnitude coming from 
Russell Sage, a school she 
said continues to impress 
and make her proud to rep-
resent Forest Hills.

“This school is impor-
tant to the neighborhood,” 
she said. “I have watched 
this school grow and it is 
something the entire com-
munity can take great 
pride in.”

One attendee swelling 
with pride was Principal 
Marilyn Grant, who cred-
ited the dedicated teachers 
and school staff with help-
ing students exercise their 
talents.

Walcott honors math star 
at Forest Hills’ JHS 190

Our Residential Mortgage Program 
Helps You Achieve Your Dream 

� Bank’s Direct Lending  

� Choice of fixed-Rate Loan Terms 

� Rate Lock-In Option 

� Simplified Application Process 

� Competitive Services and Rates 

- Contact our local branches for more details - 

 Canal Street Branch:      202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013       Tel : (212) 238-8208 
 

 Brooklyn Branch:            5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220         Tel : (718) 210-0508 
 

 Flushing Branch:             3902 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354         Tel : (347) 905-9772 

Website: www.icbc-us.com                          Email: info@us.icbc.com.cn 

LAUDING THE LENSMAN
Nat Valentine, a freelance photographer for TimesLedger Newspapers, holds his Making 
a Difference Award from Cultural Collaborative, City Council citation and Congressional 
Achievement Award after he was honored for his work as a community archivist during 
the Special Achievement Awards at the Harvest Room of Jamaica Market May 1. The event 
was organized by Cultural Collaborative, which holds the annual Jamaica JAMs festival. 

Photo courtesy Nat Valentine
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BY PHIL CORSO

The clock is tick-
ing for Congress to act on 
what U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) called a time 
bomb on college affordabil-
ity for more than 7 million 
students.

Israel and U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
stood with college students 
from their congressional 
districts Friday to call on 
their colleagues in govern-
ment to keep their loan in-
terest rates from doubling. 
If Congress does not take 
action by the summer, the 
fixed interest rates on sub-
sidized federal Stafford 
loans will double from 3.4 
percent to 6.8, the officials 
said.

“An affordable and 
quality education should 
be readily available, but too 
many students today are 
facing crippling student 
loan debt,” Israel said. “If 
nothing is done, millions of 
students and families will 

face higher student interest 
rates that they simply can’t 
afford.”

Congress had initially 
passed the College Cost 
Reduction and Access Act 
under President George W. 
Bush in 2007, lowering in-
terest rates on need-based 

Stafford loans gradually 
from 6.8 percent to 3.4 per-
cent over a four-year peri-
od. The program was then 
extended in 2012 for an-
other year to give Congress 
time to debate whether or 
not rates should be kept at 
the lower rate, Israel said.

But that year was ap-
parently not enough, ac-
cording to the Long Island-
based congressman. Since 
the House could not find 
enough time to debate the 
rate, Israel said he and 
Meng would co-sponsor leg-
islation dubbed the Student 

Loan Relief Act of 2013 to 
extend the 3.4 percent in-
terest rate for another two 
years.

If the rate doubles, the 
elected officials said more 
than 7 million students 
would see their costs in-
crease by more than $1,000 
through repayment each 
year Congress does not act.

“Make no mistake, stu-
dents from New York and 
across the nation will be 
hit hard if Congress fails to 
prevent interest rates from 
doubling,” Meng said. “Bal-
ancing the federal budget 
is crucial. But it should not 
be done on the backs of our 
students.”

Maspeth college stu-
dent Gabriel Yoon is ready-
ing for his sophomore year 
at SUNY Maritime to study 
electrical engineering and 
said Friday he was con-
cerned over Congress’ in-
action.

“Ensuring that higher 
education is affordable 
is critical to me and mil-

lions of other students and 
their families,” Yoon said. 
“I urge Congress to not let 
America’s college students 
down.”

Outstanding student 
debt currently sits at more 
than $1 trillion, Israel said, 
with graduates leaving 
school owing an average 
of $25,000. When coupling 
that with a dismal job mar-
ket, the elected officials 
said subsidized Stafford 
loans were more essential 
than ever for anyone seek-
ing higher education.

The bill would ul-
timately cost taxpayers 
about $7 billion, Israel said, 
but most of which could be 
funded if the House of Rep-
resentatives reconsidered 
its priorities for subsidies.

Instead of subsidizing 
big oil companies, Israel 
said government money 
should be repositioned to 
help pay for the federal stu-
dent loans to continue to 
make college more afford-
able.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (second from l.) calls on Congress to take action before Stafford loan interest 
rates double for students in July. Photo by Phil Corso

Israel, Meng co-sponsor bill on student loan rates
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Qside Home Equity Loans 

Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC
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� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 
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� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees
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Home Equity Loans at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. 
Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T
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BY JOE ANUTA

There are about 3 mil-
lion people buried in Cal-
vary Cemetery, the oldest 
graveyard in the borough.

“Which means,” Kevin 
Walsh, of Forgotten New 
York, said to a group of 
about 30 people last Satur-
day, “there are more dead 
people in Queens than 
alive.”

Forgotten New York is 
Walsh’s historical associa-
tion, which runs tours and 
puts out articles. He and 
Richard Melnick, of the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, were conducting a 
tour of the graveyard, one 
of many explorations of the 
city’s past they organize 
together throughout the 
year.

For the layman, ex-
amining the names of ev-
eryone buried in Calvary 
would be about as exciting 
as flipping though a phone 
book, but Walsh and Mel-
nick, like shamans in base-
ball caps, weaved through 
headstones and obelisks to 
summon the spirits of a se-
lect few New Yorkers.

“Take a right at the 
second Murphy,” Walsh 
shouted over his shoulder 
before ducking into a row 
of stone slabs.

He soon stopped at a 
large crypt belonging to 
Michael Degnon.

Degnon was a key 
builder of the city’s rail 
infrastructure. He helped 
construct Penn Station and 
the Steinway Tunnel, and 
also built a rail line that 
ran from once-industrial 
Sunnyside down to the East 
River, according to Walsh.

Degnon’s track was 
largely paved over, but por-
tions still peek through the 
asphalt near Skillman Av-
enue.

“Some cemeteries are 
non-descript,” Melnick 
said. “But in one that has 
3 million people, you are 
bound to find a few who are 
noteworthy.”

Calvary is actually 

made up of four different 
sections spanning Long 
Island City and Woodside 
and packs in the bodies by 
sometimes stacking them 
three deep. Walsh and Mel-
nick were exploring the 
oldest section Saturday, 
purchased in 1848 by the 
trustees of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Manhattan. 
To distinguish it from the 
other three, it is named af-
ter St. Calixtus, the patron 
of cemetery workers.

At one stop along the 
tour, Melnick recalled fire-
fighter Charles Keegan, 
who died Sept. 15, 1882, 
while responding to a blaze 
at the Locust Hill Oil Refin-
ery across Newtown Creek 
in Brooklyn. Keegan fell 
into the creek, according to 
Melnick, which normally 
would not have been a prob-
lem, but oil had crept out 
onto the waterway’s sur-
face and ignited, turning it 
into a river of flames.

Like all of the stops 
on the tour, Keegan’s story 
fits into a larger narrative 
of the city. A history of oil 
spills and general pollution 
have led Newtown Creek to 
be labeled one of the most 
polluted bodies of water in 
the country.

That pollution, ac-
cording to Walsh and some 
other members of the tour, 
contributed to acid rain 
that has fallen on the cem-
etery.

On Saturday, many of 
the marble and limestone 
statues appeared to have 
been transformed into fig-
ures more reminiscent of 
Father Damien, the patron 
saint of lepers.

Calvary is also the 
resting place of mafia boss 
Joe Masseria.

The infamous head of 
what is now known as the 
Genovese crime family was 
assassinated at a Coney 
Island restaurant in 1931, 
according to Walsh. But he 
will likely enjoy one of the 
most picturesque panora-
mas in the city for the rest 
of eternity.

The group stopped at 
his mausoleum, which sits 
at one of the highest points 
in Calvary and looks out 
over the Manhattan sky-
line.

The Archdiocese of 
New York was lucky it 
purchased the cemetery 
when it did, according to 
Melnick. Regulated by New 
York’s Department of State, 
the area has long been pro-
tected from developers now 
eager to capitalize on the 
western Queens’ proximity 
to Manhattan.

“People would die for 
these views,” he said.

Forgotten New York 
organizes tours year round 
across the five boroughs. 
For more info visit forgot-
ten-ny.com.

Kevin Walsh leads the way during a tour of Calvary Cemetery. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Borough history buffs
dig up past at Calvary

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2013 New York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies.

learn more about mcghee
scps.nyu.edu/mcghee2i
212-998-7100

It’s not where  
you start. 
It’s where you  
end up.

To request information and to apply: scps.nyu.edu/requestmcgheeinfo2i

Bachelor of Arts
Applied General Studies
Humanities 
Art History
Creative Writing
Literature

Bachelor of Science
Digital Communications and Media
Healthcare Management
Information Systems Management
Leadership and Management Studies
Real Estate

Social Sciences 
Anthropology, Economics,  
History, International Studies,  
Media Studies, Organizational  
Behavior and Change,  
Politics, Psychology, Sociology

TRANSFER to the NYU-SCPS Paul McGhee Division
As a transfer student, the academic institution at which you choose to complete your studies 
can make all the difference in your future success. The NYU School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies Paul McGhee Division affords transfer students the opportunity to study 
at a top university, and to immerse themselves in a supportive learning environment that 
promotes personal and professional growth. 
McGhee offers:

 

McGhee Walk–in Wednesdays:
May 15 and 22 — 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.   7 East 12th Street, Suite 921, New York, NY

Bring your transcript for instant evaluation. An admissions decision  
will be rendered for those who have submitted a complete application.

For information and to R.S.V.P. visit: scps.nyu.edu/mcghee-events2i

HAVE  YOU HAD YOUR  
ANNUAL EXAM?

9/11 Workers and Volunteers  
should be seen for their free and confidential  

monitoring exams every 12 months.

ARE YOU OVERDUE?
KEEP TRACK–COME BACK!

For further information call (888) 982-4748

www.CDC.gov/wtc
WTC Health Program

Services Available at Clinical Centers of Excellence in Manhattan, Queens,  
Brooklyn, Staten Island, Long Island, and New Jersey. 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Families and residents 
gathered in Rockaway Park 
Saturday to celebrate a be-
lated Earth Day, though 
this year the event took on 
special significance.

Crowds of people 
watched the rescue of a 
ceramic dolphin from the 
churning surf, picked clean 
the carcass of a fiberglass 
whale and waited in a long 
line for tacos while enjoy-
ing music and gleaning 
information from various 
eco-organizations.

The event, sponsored 
by the city Parks Depart-
ment and the Rockaway 
Waterfront Alliance, is 
now in its seventh year, and 
typically meets weeks after 
Earth Day in April so more 
groups can attend.

“Normally we always 
do it on the boardwalk,” 
said Jeanne DuPont, direc-

tor of the alliance.
She was speaking at 

Cross Bay Boulevard and 
Shorefront Parkway, where 
construction fences encom-
passed crews slowly reas-
sembling the iconic walk-
way, which was toppled by 
Hurricane Sandy’s storm 
surge.

To be fair, the board-
walk, where DuPont typi-
cally holds the event, is 
intact farther east, but 
organizers decided to host 
it instead behind a large, 
white geodesic dome set up 
by the Museum of Modern 
Art’s satellite PS1 in Long 
Island City to highlight the 
ongoing recovery efforts.

Inside, people found 
videos and information 
about the damages the 
storm caused along with 
information about some of 
the natural wonders that 
remain intact in the sur-
rounding area.

But despite a different 
landscape, the mood at the 
event was largely the same 
as in years past, DuPont 
said.

About 30 organizations 
set up shop to offer informa-
tion on the environment, 

sporting activities and arts 
and crafts for youngsters.

One of those organiza-
tions, the Riverhead Foun-
dation for Marine Research 
and Preservation, is the 
only authorized entity to 
remove stranded mammals 

and sea turtles that wash 
up on the shores of New 
York state.

Members of the team 
showed their skills Sat-
urday by dispatching an 
8-foot fiberglass dolphin 
into the waves and bring-
ing it safely back to shore, 
according to DuPont.

Another fake mammal, 
this one made of fiberglass, 
once welcomed visitors to 
the boardwalk and beach. 
The mosaic-tiled sculpture 
named Whalemina went 
the way of the boardwalk 
during the storm.

But Rockaway artist 
Geoff Rawling recovered 
pieces of the beloved crea-
ture and brought one out 
Saturday.

A cardboard sign in-
structed anyone curious 
to pluck a mosaic tile off 
Whalemina’s fiberglass 
skin since Rawling plans 
to rebuild her bigger and 

better.
Some of the families 

at the event still do not 
have a permanent place to 
live following the storm. 
Chantilly Joachim spoke 
about the recovery efforts 
as her 2-year-old daughter, 
Justina Austin, carefully 
slathered a clamshell with 
different colors of paint at a 
crafts table.

The two have been out 
of a home for six months 
now and have run out of 
money from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, she said.

The governmental re-
sponse has left something 
to be desired, according to 
Joachim, but the response 
of individual people has 
been tremendous.

“We never had such 
unity and support,” she 
said. “It was fabulous.”

Justina Austin, 2, readies her brush for a clam shell painting ses-
sion. Photo by Joe Anuta

Mother Nature on mend at Rockaway Park Earth Day
Seventh annual celebration signals comeback for city’s parks after Superstorm Sandy
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The 2012-2013 school 
year brought a new curric-
ulum to school cafeterias 
across the United States. 
For most of the country’s 
17,000 school districts, it 
was an accelerated class, re-
quiring the complete revi-
sion of school menus, from 
ingredients to food pairings 
to recipes, to meet the new 
USDA nutrition guidelines.

Have school cafete-
rias made the grade? Many 
health experts say yes, 
they’ve earned an “A” for 
their accomplishments.

The new nutrition 
guidelines require schools 
to offer an increased vari-
ety of fruits and vegetables 
every day of the week - 
many of them nutrient-rich 
dark green, red or orange 
varieties. At least half the 
grains served need to be 
whole grain-rich foods, and 
milk must be fat-free or 

low-fat. In addition, there is 
a greater focus on reducing 
saturated fat, trans fats and 
sodium, and an adjustment 
of calories served based on 
the age of the children.

“So many good things 
are happening inside 
schools, because of these 
new standards and also 
because there’s a commit-
ment by a growing num-
ber of people to serve kids 
healthful foods at school,” 
said Susan Moores, a reg-
istered dietitian and nutri-
tion consultant who works 
with schools in the Minne-
apolis/St. Paul area.

According to Moores, 
it takes not only food ser-
vice directors to create a 
great cafeteria, it takes a 
team of people including 
a school’s administration, 
food suppliers and even 
local farmers. “It’s worth 
every cent we invest in 

delivering healthful food. 
Eating well supports better 
brain power,” she said.

School food service di-
rectors have developed cre-
ative ways to help students 
embrace the new menus. 
Lunch is an important and 
nutritious meal during 
students’ busy school days, 
and so it was important 
that new foods were both 
flavorful and appealing.

An essential element 
of the process has been 
education — students and 
their families needed to un-
derstand what the changes 
were and why they were 
being made. This included 
community open houses 
with families for menu 
sampling, written com-
munications sent home or 
available online, fun and 
informative cafeteria signs 
and cafeteria food tastings. 
It has been an ongoing con-

versation with students 
throughout the year.

Incorporating more 
vegetables and whole 
grains has been an objec-
tive for all schools. Brenda 
Padilla, nutrition services 
manager for Sacramento 
City Unified School Dis-
trict, is responsible for 
more than 40,000 meals a 
day. Through menu test-
ing, Padilla learned that 
her students would choose 
julienned red, green and 
yellow peppers, helping to 
meet the new vegetable re-
quirements. The peppers 
could be used in the salad 
bar that’s offered in each 
of her schools as well as in 
the signature house salad 
she developed, available at 
every register.

At most Sacramento 
area high schools, students 
can choose grilled peppers 
and other vegetables, pre-

pared on outdoor grills. 
“We’ve piloted a fajita grill 
concept this year, using 
whole grain tortillas. It’s 
a great way to incorporate 
a variety of grilled veg-
etables,” Padilla said. Stu-
dents here echo preferences 
heard across the country 
for increased seasonings 
and spice, making fajitas a 
great option.

Familiar foods are still 
available in lunch lines 
across the country. Food 
service directors have dis-
covered kid-friendly whole 
grain-rich favorites like 
pizza that meet the new 
guidelines. Weekly menus 
that blend new and famil-
iar flavor options, all meet-
ing the new guidelines, 
have helped students adapt 
to the new offerings.

And while schools em-
braced the changes, there 
were challenges as well. 

Soon after school was under 
way in the fall, food service 
directors began to hear from 
high school students that 
they were feeling hungry. 
The USDA responded by lift-
ing the limits for proteins 
and breads for the balance 
of the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 
school years, giving schools 
the opportunity to increase 
the serving portions for some 
of its nutrient-rich items.

So as the school year 
comes to a close, high 
marks are awarded to 
school cafeterias and food 
service directors for the 
implementation of these 
new guidelines and an on-
going commitment to pro-
viding great nutrition.

“These new guidelines 
provide a wonderful oppor-
tunity to showcase what we 
can offer to our students in 
our communities,” said Pa-
dilla.

Did school cafeterias Did school cafeterias 
make the grade for make the grade for 
improved nutrition?improved nutrition?

Soon after school was under
way in the fall, food service
directors began to hear from
hi h h l t d t th t

School districts around the 
country have introduced new 
items at lunch time. 

Courtesy photo
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German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

How technology helps 
your child’s education

Historically, the term 
“digital divide” has re-
ferred to the gap in tech-
nology levels between de-
veloping and first world 
countries; however, it’s tru-
ly the divide between the 
more affluent and the un-
derprivileged. While the di-
vide has a worldwide reach, 
it’s important to remember 
that the gap is growing in 
America, too. Improving 
technology in schools — 
and how it’s used in learn-
ing  — is an important topic 
because it offers students 
a more effective way to 
achieve, fully preparing 
them to be skills-ready for 
a successful future.

Today, the majority of 
schools in America have 
computers of some kind. 
Still, many schools, par-
ticularly rural schools and 
those with a high percent-
age of minority students, 
lack reliable Internet ac-
cess or have old computers 
that aren’t compatible with 
current software. Con-
cerned parents, teachers 
and educational leaders are 
rallying for change.

Providing students 
with modern, mobile com-
puters and access to the 
Internet at school and at 
home promotes hands-on 
learning that engages stu-
dents. When children are 
interested and excited, the 
learning process comes 
naturally. Across the coun-
try, one-to-one programs  
— meaning one computer 
is supplied for each student 
— are gaining interest and 
receiving funding. Some 
districts have even ap-
proved BYOD programs, or 
bring your own device pro-
grams, that allow students 
to bring their own technol-
ogy (i.e. laptops, tablets, 
smartphones) from home to 
use in the classroom.

These technology en-
hancements are creating 
a 21st century classroom 
environment that focuses 

on today’s students’ needs. 
Rather than the teacher 
lecturing at the front of 
the classroom, students 
are taking the lead by ex-
ploring different topics, 
answering their own ques-
tions, and interacting with 
peers and their teachers 
by accessing information 
through technology. Ben-
efits abound: According to 
Project RED, an education 
research organization that 
analyzes technology in the 
classroom, schools with 
one-to-one programs have 
higher test scores, better 
graduation rates and fewer 
discipline problems. 

Students aren’t the only 
ones who come out ahead — 
teachers benefit from tech-
nology, too. It actually en-
hances the teacher’s ability 
to connect with students, 
expands access to instruc-
tional material and allows 
the teacher to facilitate a 
richer, more meaningful 
classroom experience.

Whether you are a par-
ent who wants computer 
access in your child’s class-
room or you’re an educator 
who wants to enable an im-
proved learning experience 
through better technology, 
here’s how you can start 
the conversation and make 
a difference:

1. Use the K-12 Blue-
print. Found at www.
K12blueprint.com and 
sponsored by Intel Corpo-
ration, this website is a 

free resource for planning 
and implementing technol-
ogy initiatives in districts. 
You’ll find a plethora of 
useful information, includ-
ing practical guidelines, 
funding advice, curricu-
lum considerations and 
real-world success stories.

2. Involve the people 
who care. Start discussions 
with fellow parents, teach-
ers, principals and even the 
educational board to create 
a vision and plan. Discuss 
specific reasons for the 
technology improvements 
and benefits for the stu-
dents as well as staff.

3. Explore professional 
development opportunities. 
How we teach with technol-
ogy is just as important as 
having technology in the 
classroom. Ensure teach-
ers in your community 
have the professional devel-
opment opportunities they 
need so their students are 
learning with technology 
in the most effective way 
possible.

4. Be patient to over-
come challenges. Tech-
nology isn’t a one-time 
investment — computer 
maintenance, software 
upgrades and continued 
professional development 
are important. Providing 
teachers training and cre-
ating a support network 
can be a time commitment. 
Patience and persistence 
are key to the success of ea-
ger students.

Schools around the country continue to find ways to add technol-
ogy to different classroom settings.  Courtesy photo
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA delay alerts on 
subways rose 29 percent in 
January through March in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy compared with the 
same period of 2012, the 
Straphangers Campaign 
reported.

“Months after batter-
ing New York City, Super-
storm Sandy continues to 
hurt subway service,” said 
Gene Russianoff, attorney 
for the Straphangers Cam-
paign.

The A train in the 
Rockaways is still out of 
service six months after 
the storm and Manhattan’s 
South Ferry station’s re-
turn is indefinite.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
returned much of the tran-
sit system to service with-
in a few days after Sandy 
struck Oct. 29.

The corrosive residue 
from salt water that for a 
time engulfed many sta-

tions has been blamed for 
damage to the subway sys-
tem.

“The signal system, in 
fact any equipment that is 
operated by electricity has 
been damaged,” said Deir-

dre Parker of New York 
City Transit.

The Straphangers 
Campaign’s report said 
delay alerts for the first 10 
months of last year, which 
came before Sandy, were 

already outpacing delay 
alerts in the same period of 
2011. The transit advocacy 
agency said there were 
2,669 delay alerts between 
January and late October 
2012 and 2,432 delay alerts 

in the same period of 2011.
Straphangers also 

said:
• The F had the dubi-

ous distinction of having 
the most MTA delay alerts 
of the 20 subway lines 
tracked. In the first 10 
months of 2012 the F logged 
225 alerts, up from 167 in 
the year-earlier span.  And 
the F delays comprised 8 
percent of all MTA inci-
dents for the period.

 The most improved 
subway line was the G, 
which had 19 
percent fewer 
delay alerts, 
compared with 
the first 10 
months of 2012 
to the same period in 2011. 
The G went from 42 MTA 
delay alerts in 2011 to 34 
alerts in 2012.

• L train performance 
declined the most — by 60 
percent — from 84 alerts in 
2011 to 134 alerts in 2012.

• Straphangers said 
Manhattan experienced 

the most delay alerts with 
1,219 out of 2,669 in the first 
10 months of 2012, nearly 
half of total delay alerts. 
The Bronx had the fewest 
in 2012 with 9 percent.

• The performance of 
Queens was the worst and 
rose from 392 alerts in 2011 
to 458 in 2012, a 17 percent 
increase.

A delay is considered 
significant by the MTA 
which the results in an alert 
to riders “for any incidents 
that will result in a signifi-

cant service 
impact that 
is expected to 
last eight to 
10 minutes or 
more.”

The most alerts — 36 
percent — were caused by 
mechanical problems.

The MTA Text Messag-
ing and E-Mail Alert Sys-
tem began in late Novem-
ber 2008. More than 92,000 
people subscribe to the free 
alert system for delays on 
subway lines and buses.

Subway lines including the A train are still feeling the effects of Hurricane Sandy in the form of de-
lays, a report shows. Photo by Christina Santucci

Subway delays still persist months after Sandy

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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Annual Taste of Queens event 
pays tribute to Sandy victims

BY ALEX PALMER

Queens’ vast dining options 
will be on full display next week 
at the annual Taste of Queens 
celebration. Taking place at Citi 
Field’s Caesars Club on Tuesday, 
May 14, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m, the 
event brings together almost 50 
restaurants from across the bor-
ough, offering eats as diverse as 
Queens itself.

Taste of Queens has steadily 
grown since it was launched 11 
years ago to become one of the 
biggest dining events in the bor-
ough. The organizers hope to 
draw more than 1,000 visitors 
this year to sample local fare and 
meet with Queens chefs and res-
taurateurs.

Besides the larger size, one of 
the things that will stand out for 
this year’s event is the variety of 
dining choices. 

“In the past, it’s been almost 
50 percent Italian restaurants — 

which are great, of course, but 
we have a much better array of 
restaurants this year,” said Rob 
MacKay, director of public rela-
tions, marketing and tourism for 
Queens Economic Development 
Corp., which organizes Taste of 
Queens. “We have Mexican, Peru-
vian, Colombian, Spanish, Argen-
tinian, a steakhouse, French Ca-
jun, Portuguese and a Romanian 
bakery.”

The exhibitors also reflect 
the varied geography of the bor-
ough. Among the establishments 
that will have tables at the event 
are Redwood Deli, of Forest Hills; 
Papazzio and Bourbon Street, 
from Bayside; Austin Steak & Ale 
House, from Kew Gardens; F. Ot-
tomanelli’s, from Woodside; and 
Sac’s Place and Christos from As-
toria.

The event will also include 
a special Rockaway section, with 
restaurants from the region se-
verely affected by Hurricane 

Sandy receiving exhibit space at 
no charge.

“Unfortunately, some res-
taurants there were completely 
destroyed; some have come back, 
but aren’t ready to have a table 
this year, but we’re going to have 
a few restaurants as well as other 
Rockaway artisans and business-
es,” said Mackay.

Taste of Queens is offering 
tributes to those damaged by 
Sandy and those who responded 
in a number of other ways. The 

A variety of seafood options filled a plate at last year’s Taste of 
Queens event.  Photo courtesy Queens Economical Development Corp.

IF YOU GO
Taste of Queens

Tuesday, May 14, 6 - 9 pm
Citi Field’s Caesars Club
123-01 Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Tickets available online at www.
queensny.org/qedc/queenstaste/ 
or by calling 718-263-0546

Continued on Page 38
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For five days next week 
the center of New York’s art 
world won’t be found in 
Chelsea or SoHo or Tribe-
ca. Instead it will be right 
here in Queens. 

The third annual Long 
Island City Arts Open kicks 
off Wednesday, May 15, 
and offers dozens of events 
during the celebration of 
everything artistic in the 
borough. 

“It deepens the com-
munity’s involvement in all 
of the arts,” LIC Arts Open 
Executive Director Richard 
Mazda said. “People can ex-
perience everything from 
film to performance art to 
fine art and beyond.”

Attendees can pop into 
a special screening from 
the Queens World Film Fes-
tival or listen to an avant-
garde musical composition 
at the Queens New Music 
Festival, which are both in-
corporated into the festival. 

The centerpiece of the 

festival remains the art-
ists’ open studios, where a 
couple of hundred Queens-
based artists spend a few 
hours creating pieces as 
visitors drop in to their 
work spaces throughout 
the day. The original event 
focused only on this as-
pect, and although Mazda 
believed at the time the 

open studios brought a per-
sonal touch to the event, he 
did not think the festival 
should end there. 

He and co-founder 
Karen Dimit talked about 
taking the program to the 
next logical step, Mazda 
said. 

“We had a conversa-
tion and it was like, ‘why 

isn’t this a multidisci-
plinary event?” Mazda 
said. “It should include 
sculptures, video, film and 
writers — anything that 
is considered fine arts and 
performance.”

Mazda, who runs 
the Secret Theatre com-
plex near Court Square, 
brought plenty of experi-

ence to the newly formed 
festival in 2011. More than 
15 years ago, he started the 
Camberwell Arts Week in 
South London, which also 
began life as an open studio 
event and morphed into a 
more encompassing artis-
tic festival that is still going 
strong, Mazda said. 

So Mazda and Dimit 
teamed up with gallery 
owner Jeffrey Leder and 
Juvenal Reis, who owns a 
huge artist studio facility 
in LIC, to jump-start fund-
raising for the initial event. 
In about six weeks, the 
four raised $30,000 and got 
things rolling. 

“The first year was a 
massive success,” Mazda 
said. “Karen had said let’s 
keep it small, but we had let 
the genie out of the lamp and 
it took off like a hit record.”

Although organizers 
scaled back this year’s fes-
tival from nine to “a more 
manageable” five days, 
they have expanded loca-
tions beyond LIC into As-

toria and continue to add 
new venues, like first-time 
participant Materials for 
the Arts. 

But no matter how large 
the festival grows, Mazda be-
lieves the focus will remain 
on opening up the studios to 
the general public. 

“The average person 
may have more of an in-
terest in art when they see 
how it is made,” Mazda 
said. “It’s not the same 
as going to MoMA or the 
Queens Museum. This al-
lows people to experience 
art on a real human level. 
And it may turn people into 
art lovers.”

IF YOU GO
LIC Arts Open

Wednesday, May 15, to 
Sunday, May 19
Various locations around 
Long Island City
For a complete listing of 
events go to LICArtsOpen.
org

LIC Arts Open offers creativity up close and personal

Artist Gabriele stands by his work during last year’s LIC Arts Open event.  Photo courtesy Ken Maldonado
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event’s lead sponsor is gro-
cery chain Fairway Mar-
ket, which has one Queens 
store in Douglaston but had 
its Red Hook location wiped 
out by the hurricane. 

“They worked out 
plans so that not one em-
ployee lost their 
job — they bused 
them around to 
different places 
to make sure they 
could still work,” 
said Mackay. 

Additionally, 
the Queens Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment Corporation 
will also be hon-
oring the United 
States Tennis As-
sociation, which 
organizes the US 
Open, for the aid it 
provided to those 
affected by Sandy. 
This included 
the provision of 

$300,000 worth of medicine, 
water, food and clothes to 
the Rockaways, as well as a 
donation of $100,000 to the 
Mayor’s Fund for Sandy re-
lief.

Judges at the event 
will also be awarding a best 
entrée and best appetizer 
award selected from par-
ticipating restaurants.

Mackay describes the 
event as an opportunity for 
Queens to show off its cu-
linary chops — which are 
often overshadowed by the 

offerings of neighboring 
boroughs.

“People from Manhat-
tan who are accustomed 
to museums and Broad-
way shows might not be as 
willing to travel deep into 
Queens for a meal,” said 
Mackay. “But we find that 
foodies are more willing to 
be adventurous — to take 
the 7 Train to Flushing to 
check out a hole-in-the-wall 
Asian restaurant or some-
thing. Foodies like the au-
thenticity of Queens.”

Continued from Page 35

Guests at last year’s Taste of Queens mingled and sampled the different fla-
vors of the borough.  Photo courtesy Queens Economic Development Corp.

BY TATIANA CASTELLANOS

LaGuardia Communi-
ty College recently opened 
a student photography ex-
hibit called the “Astoria 
Project” that focuses on 
people and places that make 
up the cultural diversity of 
Astoria. 

The exhibit features 50 
black-and-white and color 
images through the end of 
June. It will then travel to 
Europe, Asia and Africa. 

Dr. Anna Cieslik, 
the project coordinator, 
explains how the project 
came to life, saying that 
she wanted to see the neigh-
borhood through students’ 
eyes and find out how they 
perceive their community. 

The project’s setting is 
Queens, the most diverse 
borough in the city. 

The photos attempt 
to capture a sense of the 
“melting pot” metaphor 

that is New York. 
Most of the photogra-

phers who were assigned 
this task say that they be-
came better photographers 
for it, as they had never be-
fore had to go up to a person 
they didn’t know and make 
them their main subject for 
a photo. 

IF YOU GO

LaGuardia Gallery of 
Photographic Arts
“Astoria Project”
Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. and Saturday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., through 
June 29
LaGuardia Community 
College’s B-Building, Third 
Floor, 30-20 Thomason 
Ave., Long Island City
(718) 349-4028

LaGuardia photographers
take aim at all of Queens

This photograph of a Shitte man 
was made by Eddie Santillan.

Photo courtesy of LaGuardia 
Community College

—Fine Waterfront Italian Dining—

Mother’s Day Menu
 

$

Cannot be Combined with any Other Offers or Specials. *Cannot be used for Mother’s 
Day Menu above. One Coupon Per Table Per Visit. Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. 

Electronic coupons cannot be accepted. Expires 6/8/13.

($60 minimum)

Stuffed homemade mozzarella with prosciutto, 
spinach and roasted peppers

Penne alla vodka

Mixed greens with tomatoes, cucumber, 
onions with balsamic vinaigrette

Osso Bucco Milanese with Risotto

Salmon Carmelina, onions, chopped 
tomatoes in a white lemon sauce

Pork Loin with Brandy Sauce

Chicken with asparagus, melted fresh 
mozzarella in a white wine sauce

Served with string beans and roasted potatoes

Dessert, Coffee, Tea
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Join Us For Mother’s Day May 12th

Dozen Baked Clams - $1225

Mozzarella Sticks - $795

Garden Salad - $695

Caesar Salad - $795

Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato - $975

Stuffed Portobello 
Mushrooms - $650

Cold Antipasto - $995

Appetizers

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At a Price You Can Afford

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Penne Broccoli Garlic & Oil - $1275

Linguini Clam Sauce - $1195

Seafood Pasta - $1895

 Penne Vodka - $1295

Pastas
Stuffed Shells - $1095

Baked Ziti - $1095

Manicotti - $1095

Lasagna- $1095

Baked Dishes

Entrees - (side dish included)

718-225-4700  www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s

Chicken (Parmigiana or Francaise) - $1595

Chicken Marsala w/Fresh Mozzarella - $1695

Chicken Rollatini - $1695

Eggplant Parmigiana - $1295

Tilapia Francisco - $1695

Shrimp & Scallop - $1895

Chilean Sea Bass - $1895

Shrimp Palermo - $1795

Shrimp (Parmigiana, Marinara,
Scampi, Fradiavolo) - $1695

Veal (Parmigiana,  Marsala,
Picatta) - $1695

Surf & Turf - $2595

Eggplant Rollatini - $1295

Open 7 Days Noon To 11pm

BY NORM HARRIS 

The York College Foun-
dation recently held its 
sixth annual scholarship 
benefit concert starring 
the Eddie Palmieri Salsa 
Orchestra. The honoree 
for the evening was guest 
speaker Hank Sheinkopf, 
president of Sheinkopf Ltd. 

Sheinkopf, a 1973 York 
College alumnus, is a politi-
cal and media consultant 
with a long list of high-
profile clients, including 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
He was introduced to the 
audience by the 
master of ceremo-
nies, Odalys Mo-
lina, a reporter for 
Telemundo Neuva 
York.

S h e i n k o p f 
spoke humbly about 
his “very lucky” ca-
reer in the public 
sector where he had 
the pleasure over 
the years of travel-
ing stateside and 

abroad where he met many 
heads of state from several 
other countries while rep-
resenting the United States.  
He thanked the York Col-
lege administration and 
teachers for giving him, 
“just an ordinary kind of 
guy,”  the opportunity, the 
tools and privilege to be 
successful and happy in his 
adult life.

The Eddie Palmeiri 
17-member salsa  orchestra 
led by the maestro him-
self on electric  keyboard 
performed six extended 
“caliente” Latino dance 

numbers that had many of 
the middle-aged and older 
patrons literally  dancing  
with their partners in front 
of and to the left and right 
sides of the stage.   Palmeiri 
a multi-Grammy-award-
winning pianist, interna-
tionally revered orchestra 
leader and recent NEA jazz 
master, honoree led his or-
chestra through a set of ap-
proximately six extended 
crowd-pleasing tunes such 
as “Bilongo,” “Vaminos 
Palmonte,” “Lindo Yumbu” 
and the closing tune, “Azu-
car Pa Ti.”

York College adds Latin twist

The Eddie Palmieri Salsa Orchestra performed at the York College 
Foundation’s scholarship benefit concert.  Photo courtesy Norm Harris
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“Blood Brothers” — Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
presents the Tony-nominated 
and Olivier Award-winning 
musical that tells the tragic tale 
of fraternal twins separated at 
birth, who grow up in different 
situations but still become best 
friends. But, when they fall in 
love with the same girl, their 
friendship is tested and their 
fates sealed. 
When: Friday, May 10, 8 pm; 
Saturday, May 11, 2 pm and 
8 pm; Thursday, May 16, 8 
pm; Friday, May 17, 8 pm; and 
Saturday, May 18, 2 pm and 8 
pm
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/student 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Dreamgirls” — The iconic 
Broadway musical based on a 
“supremely” popular 1960s trio 
plays at York College. 
When: Friday, May 10, at 7 pm; 
Saturday, May 11, at 2 pm and 7 
pm; and Sunday, May 12, at 3 pm

Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $20, $15 and $10
Contact: (718) 262-3750
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

“Hound of the Baskervilles” — 
Douglaston Community Theatre 
presents a modern adaptation 
of Sherlock Holmes’ greatest 
adventure fi lled with suspense, 
humor and terror.
When: May 10 to May 11, and May 
17 to 18
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church, 243-01 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults,$15/seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“Romeo & Juliet” — TITAN 
Theatre Company, whose 
mission is to breath new life 
and clarity into classical works, 
takes on the Bard’s greatest 
tragedy. 
When: Friday, May 10, at 8 pm; 
Saturday, May 11, at 8 pm; and 
Sunday, May 12, at 4 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at the 
door
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Website: titantheatrecompany.
com

“Let’s Hear it for Queens” 
— Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group 
presents an original musical 
tribute to the history and 
people of the most diversifi ed 
place on earth — Queens.
When: Saturday, May 11, at 8 
pm; and Sunday, May 12, at 3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $17, $15/seniors and 
children 12 and under, at May 12 
performance all tickets are $15
Contact: (781) 428-8681
Website: www.fsfctg.org

“Some Girls” — Variations 
Theatre Group closes its fourth 
season with Neil LaBute’s biting 
comedy about revisiting the 
ones who got away. 
When: Wednesday - Saturday 
at 8pm, Saturday at 2 pm and 
Sunday at 2 pm, through May 18
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/for LIC residents 
with photo ID, Wednesday 
performances are buy one 
ticket/get one free, and 
Thursday shows are “Pay What 
You Can Nights”
Contact: 646-580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

30.  Army brass?

31.  Hay bundler

32.  Sowed items

34.  ___ Strip

35.  Polynesian island

38.  Former NBA-star Vlade

39.  Document certifiers

44.  Delays

46.  German beer brand

48.  Clear the slate

49.  Certain driver's target?

50.  Elementary particle

51.  Claudius's successor

52.  Ivan or Nicholas

53.  "___ the night before..."

54.  "Field of  Dreams" 

 setting

55.  Cat's scratcher

56.  Old Italian bread

57.  Toward dawn

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers
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By Pete Canty 

Geographic Shapes
Across
1.  E-junk?
5.  Slugger's tool
8.  Public persona
13.  Deli order
14.  Houston university
15.  Strictness
16.  Nabisco treat
17.  Top-rated
18.  Pale
19.  Shaped Chinese locale
22.  Mountain follower
23.  "___ the season …"
24.  Modifies
27.  Corp. bigwig
29.  Subsides
33.  Post-op time
34.  Kind of  trip?
36.  OPEC member
37.  Shaped Atlantic locale
40.  Lode load
41.  XL and EEE, e.g.
42.  Sank, as a putt
43.  Deli loaves
45.  Dictionary abbr.
46.  Mosquitoes, e.g.
47.  Leaves in a bag?
49.  ___ good example
50.  Shaped South Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59.  Piece of  art
60.  Hip bones
61.  Certain exams
62.  Blows away
63.  "I'm all ___!"
64.  Code creator
65.  Observed
66.  Team type

Down

1.  Bartender's pour

2.  Prefix with meter

3.  Domain

4.  Night light?

5.  Tundra, e.g.

6.  Concern of  7-Down

7.  Adolescent

8.  Basra native

9.  Treat badly

10.  Turkish leader

11.  Theater follower

12.  Sea flier

14.  Major and private, e.g.

20.  Boeing rival

21.  Absolut rival, briefly

24.  Ann ___, Mich.

25.  Distrustful

26.  Blind mice count?

27.  More precious

28. Many Christmas trees

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

WHITE OUT
A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

Every Table has a Waterside View of Manhasset Bay Marina

Mother’s Day Brunch on the Bay

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. 
Make first left onto Manhasset Ave. (across from King Kullen Shopping Center). 

Make first left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join Us for Mother’s Day Brunch on the Bay

Facebook
& Twitter

cuisine with global influences
“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…

with its open-air decks, umbrellas, 
ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers

 in nautical uniforms…serving generous 
portions of dishes created 

with high quality ingredients.”
 — New York Times

LIVE MUSIC AT OUR PATIO BAR FRIDAYS 
(WEATHER PERMITTING)

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 
CASUAL ELEGANCE 

CATERING AVAILABLE

“Boeing, Boeing” — This 
Boulevard Comedy by Marc 
Camoletti presented by the 
Parkside Players centers 
around a Parisian playboy 
and the three stewardesses 
all engaged to him without 
knowing about each other. This 
1960s comedy won the 2008 
Tony for best revival. 
When: May 18 to May 19, May 24 
to May 26, and May 31 to June 1

Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 

known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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“Ragtime” — A free screening 
of the 1981 Milos Forman movie 
based on the E.L. Doctorow 
novel set in early 1900s New 
York City. Try to spot the scene, 
albeit extremely short scene, 
that was fi lmed on Astoria’s 
48th Street. 
When: Saturday, May 11, 1 - 3 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, 35-20 
Broadway, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

DANCE

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

TALK

Hugh Hardy — Known for his 
designs of theaters, performing 
arts venues and public spaces 
across the country, the New 
York-based architect will discuss 
his new book, “Theater of 
Architecture,” featuring 20 of his 
projects including the restored 
Radio City Music Hall.
When: Sunday, May 12, 3 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free with museum 
admission
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

MUSIC

Jazz Vespers — Legendary 
saxophonist Jimmy Heath 
teams up with pianist Jeb 
Patton for the fi rst ever Jazz 
Vespers at The Church-in-the-
Gardens. Wine and cheese 
reception to follow. 
When: Saturday, May 11, 5 pm
Where: The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $20 suggested donation
Website: thecitg.org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
annual spring concert — The 
OSQ presents Puccini’s mass for 
chorus and orchestra “Messa di 
Gloria.” Also featured are opera 
highlights and American choral 
music with the Orchestra Arts 
Ensemble of Queens. 
When: Sunday, May 19, 4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center at 
Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: $30, $25/seniors and 
students with ID, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Hammer, Chisel, Drill: Noguchi’s 
Studio Practice — Includes about 
60 hand and industrial tools 
drawn from Noguchi’s belongings. 
A handful of his sculptures, 
fi nished and unfi nished, will 
be positioned throughout the 
exhibition as they relate to 
specifi c tools or processes, and 
a 1970 documentary including 
footage of Noguchi at work at his 
Pietrasanta studio will run.
When: Through May 12
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: noguchi.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

71-28 Cooper Avenue | Glendale, New York 11385  
718.821.8401 | www.edisonplaceny.com

1st Course
Roasted Shrimp and Lobster Bisque 
w/ sherry & cream

Tossed Field Greens
balsamic roasted endive, herbed 
goat cheese & toasted asiago chips

Grilled Chicken and Chive Bruschetta
with fi re roasted peppers, 
sundried tomato pesto & fontina

Edison Place Crab Cakes
w/ savoy cabbage slaw & remoulade

Pan Roasted Duck Breast
w/ orange grand marnier glaze & dried cranberry sauce

Petite Filet of Beef Wellington
served w/ mushroom duxelles & shiraz demi glaze

Seafood Stuffed Colossal Shrimp
w/ lemon garlic and rice pilaf

Entrees will be served with chef’s choice of potato & vegetable

2nd Course

3rd Course

Herb and Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb
w/ mint au jus
Pan Seared Pork Medallions
w/ exotic mushrooms 
& sweet and sour braised cabbage

Brownie a la Mode

Strawberry Drizzled NY Cheesecake

Coffee and Tea will accompany Dessert

SPEND Mother’s Day AT EDISON PLACE

Your home for 
NY Playoff Sports

Catch every Knicks, Rangers 
and Islanders game here!

$3 Bud, Bud Light and Edison 
Place Dark Pints during the games.

Thank you 
for dinning with us!
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES
BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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Up to 4 Credits 

Small Classes

Regents Exam on  

Site 8/13, 8/14

Accredited by New York Education Department
Accredited by The Board of Regents, Regents Exam on Site 8/13,/8/14

150-34 12th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357, call: 718-864-9646      Bus Q15A, Q20B Q44

Whitestone Academy is a private middle & high school with 30 years of history.
Accepts international students (issue I-20).

Call: 718-864-9646
for di$count

*Terms & conditions: offer expires on 5/30/2013, cannot combine with other offers

June Regents Prep. Class starts

on 6/1/13, or 1 to 1 Tutoring.

August Regents Make-up  

and Advance

Summer Regents Credit Courses $575/subject

Comprehensive English
Integrated Algebra
Algebra2

Geometry
Living Environment
Earth Science

Summer School (Grades 7-12)
English || Creative Writing || ESL || Geometry || Physics
Math || Pre-Algebra Pre-Calculus || Biology || Chemistry
Global History & Gov. || U.S. History & Geo

Test Prep./Afternoon Program
SAT || PSAT || SATII || ACT || TOEFL

Summer Program
up to

*$100 OFF
before 

5/30/13

ATTN: Whitestone Academy Summer Program
150-34 12th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357
SummerRegents.WhiteStone@gmail.com

Call: 718-864-9646

SHOWROOM HOURS
M-F 9am-9pm
Saturday 9am-6pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

SERVICE HOURS
M-F 7:30am-6pm
Tues & Thurs ‘til 8pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

1260 Northern Blvd. | 888.639.9131 | HondaManhasset.com

THE ALL NEW
�� Destination & handling charge add’l. *2013 Honda Civic LX Sedan, MSRP $19,755/Residual $12,249. Ttl pymnts $4,356. **2013 Honda CR-V EX 4WD, MSRP$26,975/Residual $19,692. Ttl pymnts $5,976. ***2013 Honda Accord EX  
Sedan, MSRP $26,195/Residual $18,075. Ttl pymnts $6,012. ****2013 Honda Ridgeline Sport, MSRP $31,025/Residual $22,028, Ttl pymnts $6,804. ††2013 Honda Odyssey EX-L, MSRP $36,055/Residual $23,797. Ttl pymnts $7,848. Lessee resp for opts., repairs, 
ins., maint., excess wear & use + $.20/mi. over 10K mi/yr.(Civic),  $.20/mi over 7,500 mi/yr.(CR-V, Accord, Ridgeline & Odyssey) Prices/Payments incl all costs to consumer except 1st mo. pymnt, $999 down pymnt, $895 bank fee, + tax, title & DMV fees which are 
add’l and may be payable upon consummation. Destination fees add’l. Closed end lease subject to Tier 1 credit apprvl. and may have residency restrictions. †Based on 2012 EPA mileage estimates. Use for comparison purposes only. Do not compare to models 
before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive & maintain your vehicle. ††† Subj to apprvl of prim lend srce. Dealer not resp for type or photo errors. DMV#7111762. Must take del’y from dealer stock by 5/18/13.

Just minutes from  
Queens/Nassau  border  

  2 blocks  from  
Manhasset  train stationManhasset

Honda

$121 PER MO. 36-MO. LEASE*
Tax & DMV fees add’l

2013 Honda Civic LX Sedan

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

$17,633
OR BUY FOR ONLY

�

MODEL# FB2F5DEW
Automatic Transmission

2013 Honda Ridgeline Sport
$189 PER MO. 36-MO. LEASE****

Tax & DMV fees add’l

Honda Manhasset...
Where Outstanding  
Service Comes Standard

$167 PER MO.  36-MO. LEASE***
Tax & DMV fees add’l

2013 Honda Accord EX Sedan

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

MODEL# CR2F7DJW
4-cyl. Automatic Transmission

2013 Honda CR-V EX 4WD
PER MO.  36-MO. LEASE**
Tax & DMV fees add’l

MODEL# RM4H5CJW
Automatic Transmission

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

21MPG
HWY†

MODEL# YK11F7DEW
Automatic Transmission

$0SECURITY DEPOSIT

30MPG
HWY†

36MPG
HWY†

27MPG
HWY†

MODEL# RL5H6DJW

39MPG
HWY†

0.9% APR FINANCING UP TO 60 MONTHS AVAILABLE ON SELECT NEW VEHICLES!††† CERTIFIED   
PRE-OWNED  VEHICLES AVAILABLE STARTING AT ONLY $9,995 WITH FINANCING AS LOW AS 1.9% APR.†††

$218 $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

Automatic Transmission 

2013 Honda  
Odyssey EX-L

PER MO.  36-MO. LEASE††
Tax & DMV fees add’l

$166
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A new periodontal of-
fice in Bayside is taking 
its message about treating 
gum disease to hospitals 
and health centers through-
out the borough.

Dr. Alicja McCrudden 
and Dr. Albert Yoo cel-
ebrated their new Bayside 
roots with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at their North-
ern Boulevard dental office 
last week, where the perio-
dontists expressed their 
commitment to the Queens 
community through oral 
health awareness.

Yoo, a Queens native, 
said the practice strives 
to reach beyond Bayside 
with different free commu-
nity outreach initiatives. 
He said he and his part-
ner traveled regularly to 
host educational seminars 
at area hospitals, includ-
ing Flushing’s New York 
Hospital Queens, to make 
awareness the first line of 
defense against gum dis-
ease.

“We’re doing a health 
care service, which means 
education is very impor-
tant,” Yoo said. “One of the 
most paramount things we 
do revolves around patient 
education and awareness.”

Since its initial open-

ing last year in Bayside, the 
practice has specialized in 
periodontal and dental im-
plant services, being devot-
ed to fighting disease and 
restoring and enhancing 
smiles throughout the bor-
ough. The doctors take a 
team approach by working 
in coordination with pa-
tients’ primary dentists to 
treat anything from simple 

gingivitis to inflammation 
of the bone to help replace 
or restore teeth, Yoo said.

But instead of simply 
sitting back and waiting for 
patients to come to them, 
Yoo said his practice is fo-
cusing a lot of its energy on 
getting into the communi-
ty and fighting periodontal 
diseases head-on.

“We are trying to pro-

vide a high level of service 
and let people know that we 
are new in town and here to 
help out,” Yoo said. “There 
are options for patients and 
things we can do to im-
prove their lifestyle.”

Yoo said gum disease 
might be one of the least un-
derstood illnesses despite 
the fact that it is one of the 
most prevalent. So when he 

is not working with his pa-
tients in Bayside, the Long 
Island City resident said 
he and his partner make 
cold calls to hospitals and 
health groups throughout 
the borough.

“We are always look-
ing for different avenues 
to do outreach and clean-
ings,” Yoo said. “Whether 
that means posting in 

church bulletins or call-
ing area hospitals, we just 
want people to know we are 
here to help.”

After receiving his 
doctorate degree and com-
pleting his surgical train-
ing in periodontics and 
implantology in 2008, Yoo 
spent three years working 
in New Jersey. He ultimate-
ly returned back to Queens 
last year to open up his own 
practice.

McCrudden also has 
deep roots in Queens and 
used to work with a prac-
tice in Astoria before team-
ing up with Yoo last year.

The two now operate 
out of their Bayside office 
with a small but dedicated 
staff at 222-15 Northern 
Blvd., Suite LL-F in Bay-
side. Appointments and re-
ferrals can also be found at 
the practice’s website bay-
sideperiodontics.com.

For more information, 
the Bayside Periodontics 
and Dental Implants office 
can be reached at 347-235-
0660 or by e-mail at bay-
sideperioimplant@gmail.
com.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Bayside dental office reaches out to Queens
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a two-week trial in Man-
hattan federal court, while 
Xing Wu “Oliver” Pan was 
convicted of conspiring 
to commit wire fraud and 
attempted wire fraud last 
week. They both participat-
ed in a scheme to use straw 
donors — people who do-
nate on behalf of others — 
to swell the coffers of Liu’s 
mayoral war chest. 

“His campaign clearly 
has suffered a hit because 
of these convictions,” said 
Dick Dadey, executive di-
rector of Citizens Union, a 
nonpartisan good govern-
ment group. “But there re-
mains a very strong base of 

support for him.”
An April 19 Quinnipi-

ac poll put Liu in last place, 
garnering 9 points and com-
ing in behind former U.S. 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.

The Queens Demo-
crats, led by U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), will probably be 
making their selection to-
ward the end of the month, 
according to several 
sources. It will give them 
time to see who has raised 
money as of the May 11 fil-
ing deadline with the city 
Campaign Finance Board, 
but will still allow them to 
make a selection before the 
June start of petitioning 
— the process of gathering 
signatures for a candidate 
to get on the ballot.

Liu, the only Queens 

Democrat in the race, for-
merly led a faction of a 
Flushing Democratic club 
and served as the district’s 
City Council representative 
from 2001-09. He has a loyal 
base in the city’s Asian-
American community — 
which has probably been 
galvanized by the percep-
tion he is being singled out 
— and according to sources, 
he has been a reliable fund-
raiser for the party.

But political insiders 
are wondering whether his 
monetary contributions 
and clout can now outweigh 
the negative impact of the 
convictions.

One theory being cir-
culated is that Crowley may 
instead endorse Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) on the con-

dition she either picks a 
Queens representative to 
replace her as speaker or 
selects a borough Council 
member as the head of a 
powerful committee, such 
as Land Use or Finance.

The party said that it 
could not discuss endorse-
ments until leaders met 
during a yet-to-be sched-
uled session.. 

According to Dadey, 
the Queens party has a his-
tory of supporting diverse 
candidates.

“Absent specific charg-
es against Liu himself, the 
Queens party may be hard-
pressed to support someone 
other than John Liu,” he 
said, adding that hints of a 
witch hunt may not sit well 
with voters, who may come 
out to support him.

Hou and Pan are set 
to be sentenced Sept. 20, 10 
days after the Democratic 
primary but four days be-
fore a potential runoff.

Despite the blemish 
that will last throughout 
the election, Liu has dared 
prosecutors to try and 
make a case against him, 
since they have been scru-
tinizing his campaign for 
years without coming up 
with any charges. The feds 
even tapped Liu’s phone for 
about 18 months, he said. 

George Arzt, well-
known in lobbyist and pub-
lic relations circles   and 
formerly Liu’s spokesman 
until July 2012 , said that 
nothing will stop the law-
maker from running for 
Gracie Mansion.

“John is going to run 

for mayor no matter what. 
And that the convictions of 
Oliver Pan and Jenny Hou, 
while damaging in the pub-
lic eye, will not deter him,” 
Arzt said.

But Queens political 
sources said Liu might not 
be in the race to win any-
way. As long as he makes a 
decent showing — between 
10 percent to 15 percent of 
the vote — he could walk 
away from the race with his 
head held high and possibly 
run for office again down 
the road.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Liu aides

ties.
“Under these circum-

stances, the government 
concluded that the defen-
dant could not serve as 
an effective cooperating 
witness, and therefore de-
clined to offer her a coop-
eration agreement,” Lynch 
wrote in the sentencing 
memo.

Huntley’s troubles 
came into public view 
back in December 2011, 
when two of her associ-
ates were charged by state 
Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman with em-
bezzling taxpayer money 
from the Parent Network, 
a non-profit the senator 
had steered state member 
items toward.

During the following 

spring, law enforcement 
authorities tapped Hunt-
ley’s cell phone and over-
heard her talking about 
three schemes she par-
ticipated in, according to 
Lynch’s sentencing memo.

One of those crimes 
was Huntley’s coverup 
of the embezzlement at 
the Parent Network. She 
pleaded guilty to the fraud 
in Nassau County, where 
the nonprofit was located, 
earlier this year and was 
sentenced last month to 
five years’ probation.

In another scheme no 
charges were ever filed in, 
an unnamed state senator 
set up a meeting between 
Huntley and an uniden-
tified businessman who 
wanted Huntley to use her 
influence as an elected of-
ficial to persuade the Port 
Authority to allow him 
to expand his business at 
JFK Airport. 

 The attempt was un-
successful and Huntley ad-
mitted in federal court to 
taking a $1,000 bribe from 
the businessman.

In a third plot Huntley 
admitted to covering up for 
the theft of $87,700 from an-
other non-profit, the Par-
ent Information Network, 
the crime Lynch’s office 
prosecuted. She pleaded 
guilty before Weinstein 
in February and has been 
awaiting sentencing.

When the FBI con-
fronted Huntley with what 
agents had overheard her 
talking about, she agreed 
to cooperate with the au-
thorities.

Between June and Au-
gust she photographed and 
recorded nine people at her 
home in Rochdale Village, 
including Smith, who was 
charged last month along 
with City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-

tone) and Queens Republi-
can Party Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone in a plot to 
bribe the southeast Queens 
Senator’s way on the GOP 
ticket for mayor.

She also recorded 
Sampson, who was charged 
Monday with stealing the 
profits from foreclosed 
homes to fund his failed 
bid for the borough’s dis-
trict attorney and accept-
ing an undocumented loan 
from an unnamed real es-
tate developer to pay back 
the profits.

Citing unnamed law 
enforcement sources, The 
New York Times and oth-
er newspapers identified 
Queens real estate devel-
oper Edul Ahmad as one of 
Sampson’s conspirators.

Ahmad gave U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) a $40,000 loan in 2007 
that was the subject of a 
House Ethics Committee 

investigation that eventu-
ally cleared Meeks.

Peralta, a Queens bor-
ough president candidate, 
was one of the politicians 
recorded.

“I am confident that 
the authorities will find, if 
they have not already done 
so, that I have engaged in 
no wrongdoing whatso-
ever,” he wrote in a state-
ment.

Wills walked out on a 
hearing last year  after he 
was subpoenaed by Sch-
neiderman to account for 
nearly $30,000 that had 
been allocated by Hunt-
ley to a non-profit he con-
trolled in 2008 while serv-
ing as her chief of staff.

“My attorney has 
been in contact with fed-
eral law enforcement au-
thorities and he has been 
informed that I am not the 
target of any investigation 
arising from proceedings 

involving Shirley Hunt-
ley,” Wills said in a state-
ment. “I have personally 
not been contacted by any 
law enforcement officials 
to date and I look forward 
to continuing the work 
of the people of southeast 
Queens that elected me.”

Huntley also recorded 
Brooklyn state Sens. Vel-
manette Montgomery and 
Eric Adams, Sen. Hassell-
Thompson (D-Mt. Vernon), 
Melvin Lowe, a former 
political consultant and 
associate of state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man and Curtis Taylor, 
a former press adviser to 
Smith.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Parks Commissioner 
Veronica White said the 

swap will “provide a ben-
efit to park visitors,” and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall said the arrange-
ment “shows just how much 
we value every acre of park-
land here in Queens.”

But a member of the 
Fairness Coalition had 
trouble identifying what 
exactly the benefit will be 
since the swap appears to 
have taken place on paper 
only.

“The community 
doesn’t benefit at all by any 
expansion of park space. It 
is a lose-lose proposition 
for us in a lot of ways,” said 
Donovan Finn. “USTA gets 
what they want without 

spending a dime, we still 
lose the land and all the pol-
iticians’ demands have now 
been neutered buy this bu-
reaucratic maneuvering.”

Community boards 
affected by the plan have 

also called on the USTA to 
create a capital improve-
ment fund and an annual 
maintenance fund to keep 
up the park. It was not clear 
whether the swap was done 
in lieu of this proposal.

Continued from Page 4

Wire

Continued from Page 4

USTA

to a city survey, 71 percent 

of Zone A residents heard 
from a public official that 
they were under orders to 
evacuate.

But those who heard 
the instruction were only 

slightly more likely to evac-
uate than someone who did 
not, at 78 percent and 68 
percent  , according to the 
survey. 

“This suggests that 

the decision to evacuate is 
based on more factors than 
a mayoral order,” the re-
port said. “This survey will 
become an important tool 
for refining how the city 

communicates with resi-
dents in evacuation zones 
not only prior to coastal 
storms, but year-round.”

Thousands of people 
did not evacuate during 

Hurricane Sandy and 11 
people in Queens died be-
cause of the storm.

Continued from Page 9

Sandy
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ing back old routes that had 
been eliminated. Advocates 
also proposed the MTA con-
sider restoring weekend 
and off-peak service for 
subways throughout the 
city and provide additional 
rush service to the Long Is-
land and Metro-North rail-
roads.

If enacted, the resto-
rations would continue to 
undo the 2010 cuts after the 
MTA brought back 21 city 

bus routes in January, in-
cluding the Q24, Q27, Q30, 
Q36 and Q42.

The service upgrades 
in Queens included the 
restoration of the Q24 
from Broadway Junction 
to Bushwick Avenue via 
Broadway, the Q27 with 
new overnight service from 
Horace Harding Express-
way to Cambria Heights 
via Springfield Boulevard, 
the Q30 from Little Neck to 
Jamaica with a new stop at 
Queensborough Communi-
ty College, the expansion of 
the Q36 with alternate trips 
from Jamaica Avenue to 

Little Neck via Little Neck 
Parkway and the restora-
tion of the Q42’s midday 
service from Jamaica Cen-
ter to St. Albans via Archer 
Avenue.

While Weprin had cel-
ebrated the return of those 
five routes, he still said 
there were others the MTA 
needed to consider, includ-
ing the Q75 in his district.

And now with news of 
the newfound $40 million 
in the agency’s budget, the 
councilman said he saw no 
better time than the pres-
ent to bring buses back to 
the borough.

ROP

Garden Center at 210-11 
48th Ave. The City Council 
will make the final call on 
the proposal.

The meeting became 
so contentious at times that 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott wrote a letter 
to CB 11 Chairman Jerry 
Iannece and other board 
members, reprimanding 
them for letting the discus-
sion turn into a free-for-all. 
The chancellor said the 
proposed school was des-
perately needed to alleviate 
overcrowding in Bayside.

“Unfortunately, that’s 
not a view shared by the ag-
gressive and antagonistic 
individuals you allowed to 
threaten representatives of 
the SCA who were making 
a good faith effort at early 
engagement with the com-
munity on a crucial new 
school facility,” Walcott 
said. “One individual even 
threatened to break a SCA 
representative’s legs.”

At Monday’s meeting, 
Persheff said the School 
Construction Author-
ity started the process of 
purchasing the property 
owned by Keil Bros., which 
has been in business for 
85 years, April 15, but had 
been looking for a spot to 
construct a school in Bay-
side to alleviate overcrowd-
ing since 2008.

“There has been a need 
in this district for several 
years,” Persheff said. “It’s 
not an easy thing to find 

3,000 square feet to build a 
school. It just doesn’t hap-
pen. It’s very rare.”

Joan Casale, principal 
of PS 162 in Bayside, was 
one of two school officials 
to speak in favor of the 
proposal Monday, citing 
massive enrollment at her 
201-02 53rd Ave. elementary 
school. She said the num-
ber of enrolled students 
has grown from 681 at the 
beginning of 2011 to more 
than 715 currently.

PS 41 Principal Sari 
Latto also said overcrowd-
ing was leaving her with 
fewer options and a new 
school in Bayside would 
work to the benefit of Dis-
trict 26 students, whose 
class sizes have only grown 
in recent years.

“Most of my classes 
are now over-capped,” Lat-
to said. “We are hoping that 
the opportunity for a new 
school to be built will alle-
viate some of that.”

Persheff and colleague 
Monica Gutierrez fielded 
questions at the board 
meeting related mostly to 
the potential environmen-
tal impact on homeowners 
surrounding the property 
and how bus traffic might 
make the two-lane 48th Av-
enue more dangerous.

With each question, 
Persheff reaffirmed that an 
environmental consultant 
would be canvassing the 
neighborhood to consider 
the effects a new school 
might have on nearby 
homes, traffic flow and 
parking.

Nonetheless, most res-
idents at the meeting were 

united in their opposition 
to bringing another school 
into the same neighbor-
hood as MS 158, on nearby 
Oceania Street, and PS 31, 
off Bell Boulevard on 46th 
Road.

“This area is saturated 
with schools,” said Bayside 
activist Mandingo Tshaka. 
“We can’t stand anymore. 
It’s just no good.”

Ronald Keil, of Keil 
Bros., said a declining 
economy led the center to 
accept the city’s offer for 
purchase, but business will 
remain as scheduled for the 
2013 season. He also said 
the center would probably 
stay in the Bayside area.

“The changing nature 
of the retail business and 
increasing cost of doing 
business helped us consider 
the city’s offer,” Keil said. 
“Nothing is definite yet 
until the decision is made. 
We’re still exploring op-
tions to continue business 
in the future at a nearby 
location in Queens.”

In a question-and-
answer session, Persheff 
silenced a recurring rumor 
that the new building would 
stand as high as five sto-
ries. He said there were yet 
to be designs brought to the 
table as the SCA was still in 
its early stages, simply so-
liciting input before going 
to the drawing board.

He did mention, how-
ever, that there was enough 
room beneath Keil Bros. to 
install a cellar, which could 
act as the potential school’s 
primary storage space and 
eliminate the necessity for 
more stories.

Continued from Page 1

CB 11

wrapped up in the accusa-
tions lodged against former 
dean and fund-raiser Ceci-
lia Chang, 57, who was on 
federal trial in Brooklyn 
on charges of stealing more 
than $1 million from the 
school.

“That’s definitely 
there,” he said.

Some of the $1 mil-
lion allegedly went to Har-
rington and his chief of 
staff, Rob Wile, according 
to the indictment. Chang, 
who would have faced as 
much as 20 years in prison 
if convicted, hanged herself 
in November after she took 
the stand in her defense.

Some faculty members 
said the retirement should 
not detract from a board 
of trustees investigation 
into the events leading up 
to Chang’s fraud trial, with 
one professor saying he 
was worried the resigna-
tion would allow the board 
to end the investigation 
prematurely, according to 
The Torch, the university’s 

student newspaper.
A spokesman for the 

university said the board 
of trustees’ review was still 
ongoing.

Harrington, 67, has 
been at the helm of the 
Queens university for more 
than two decades since his 
arrival in 1989. His retire-
ment will become effective 
July 31, he said.

Chang, a dean who 
had raised vast amounts 
of money for the Catholic 
school, was fired after a 
2009 audit shed light on sus-
picious charges to univer-
sity expense accounts and 
credit cards. She was later 
charged by the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office in a 
205-count indictment with 
grand larceny, forgery and 
falsifying business docu-
ments in September 2010.

She faced separate 
charges in Brooklyn federal 
court of requiring foreign 
students to perform house-
hold duties in exchange for 
$1 million in tuition fees 
and taking $250,000 from 
a Saudi prince for courses 
that never materialized.

Meanwhile,  Wile had 
already  submitted his res-

ignation effective June 30, 
the New York Post report-
ed.

Two articles that ran 
in New York Magazine in 
March tracked a series of 
luxury gifts Chang gave to 
a somewhat reluctant Har-
rington and to Wile, who 
was described as having 
expensive taste.

In his retirement letter 
to the school community, 
the university president de-
tailed his intentions to step 
down with only a minor 
mention of the probe.

“Nonetheless, for quite 
a while, I have been think-
ing about when would 
be the best time to relin-
quish the leadership role 
to younger, perhaps more 
energetic, individuals,” 
Harrington said. “The urg-
ings of many members of 
the board of trustees and 
others persuaded me to 
remain longer than I had 
originally planned. But the 
difficulties for everyone 
during the past year have 
convinced me, after much 
prayer and reflection, that 
the time to leave the presi-
dency has now come.”

Continued from Page 4

Harrington

in Astoria’s PS 17, 28-37 29 
St., in the 2014-15 school 
year. In the beginning, it 
would be open to kinder-
gartners and first- and 
sixth-graders. 

The next year, it would 
admit second-graders and 
the new school’s sixth-
graders would move seven 
blocks away to the Albert 
Shanker School for Visual 
and Performing Arts, 31-
51 21st St., which would 
also open up to seventh-

graders.
By 2018, PS 17 would 

hold all the K-4 gifted stu-
dents and Albert Shanker 
would hold Grades 5-8.

“Anybody in their 
right mind would say, ‘Give 
me a K-8 in one building,’” 
Carmignani said. “We’re 
getting a lot of what we’re 
looking to get, or at least 
some version of it.”

The department has 
scheduled public hearings 
on the proposal for June 
5 at the Albert Shanker 
School  and June 11 at 17 , 
both at 6 p.m.

The city Panel for Ed-
ucational Policy is sched-

uled to vote on approving 
the proposal June 19 in 
Staten Island. If the plan is 
approved, the STEM pro-
gram will be phased out 
by the end of 2018.

The competition is 
getting tougher for these 
coveted seats.

More than 5,000 stu-
dents across the city tested 
in the 97th percentile this 
year, but since space is 
limited the 99th percentile 
is generally considered the 
bar for admission.

This year 771 students 
in Queens tested in the top 
percentile, up from 448 
last year. 

Continued from Page 5

DOE

A report from the Cen-
ter for an Urban Future 
found that New York City 
libraries were open fewer 
hours than those in other 
major cities, such as Chi-
cago, Toronto and Detroit, 
in 2011.

The cuts also come at a 
time when the demand for 

city libraries has gone up. 
Circulation rose 59 percent 
and program attendance 
went up 40 percent in 2011, 
according to the report.

King said libraries are 
particularly important as a 
place where people can go 
to access the Internet.

“That’s not something 
you can send in the mail,” 
she said.

She said libraries are 
often the only place people 
can use the Internet, which 

has become increasingly 
necessary for everyday 
life.

She said in the past 
the mayor’s proposed bud-
get has cut funding to city 
libraries but negotiations 
with the Council have gen-
erally resulted in some of 
that money being restored 
— but not all.

“The point is we need 
every dollar back,” she 
said.

Continued from Page 2

Weprin

Continued from Page 5

Library
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bryan Aponte watched 

Benjamin Cardozo inten-
tionally walk Elvis Clime 
to load the bases for him 
with two outs in the bot-
tom of the sixth and John 
Adams trailing by a run. 
He stepped to the plate with 
his mind set on making 
them pay.

“I had to do my part of 
the job,” Aponte said.

The sophomore, who 
was hitless on the after-
noon, got ahead early be-
fore seeing the count run 
full against Judges reliev-
er Matthew Fehr. On the 
next pitch he saw Aponte 

hit a sinking line drive to 
centerfield for a two-run 
single. The ball skipped un-
der Adrian Castano’s glove 
and Aponte and Clime both 
came around to score to 
give the Spartans insur-
ance runs.

“I had confidence in 
Bryan,” junior shortstop 
Anderson DeLeon said. “I 
knew Bryan was going to 
be clutch.”

The big hit 
helped host John 
Adams secure an 
important 7-4 win 
in a PSAL Class AA base-
ball crossover game May 
3. It was a game between 
Queens’ top two PSAL 

clubs, which play in sepa-
rate divisions with major 
seeding implications. The 
Judges won last year’s 
meeting 9-8.

“It was a big win,” De-
Leon said. “They were talk-
ing a lot last year when we 
played them. I just wanted 
to come back and even the 
score.”

Cardozo made things 
interesting in the top of the 

seventh against 
Adams’ reliever 
Ezequiel Tavera. 
It loaded the bas-

es with two outs thanks to a 
double by Castano, a single 
from Fehr and a walk to 
Kevin Bongiovanni. Ta-

vera, a senior pitching in 
his first league game, was 
able to bear down and get a 
strikeout to end the game.

“He made it interest-
ing, but ultimately he had 
success,” Adams Coach 
Glenn Beyer said.

The game featured 
multiple lead chances.

Cardozo (11-2) led 2-0 
after the first inning due to 
RBI hits from Keith Rogers 
and Fier. The Judges have 
played all season without 
their top two pitchers on 
the mound. Stony Brook-
bound ace Connor Doyle 
tore his ACL and Castano 
had shoulder tightness, ac-
cording to Coach Ron Gore-
cki.

“This team is really 
surprising me,” he said.

Adams (11-2) got the 
run back in the bottom of 
the frame when Jordyn 
Correa singled home De-
Leon, who had tripled to 
make it 2-1. The Spartans 
went ahead 3-2 in the top of 
the fourth on an RBI triple 
from Tommy Pimentael 
and DeLeon later singled 
him home. Cardozo retook 
the lead on a two-run triple 
from Ariel Paez in the top 
of the sixth for a 4-3 lead.

“I just got my hands 
out, the head of the bat out 
and drove it the way it was 
pitched,” Paez said.

Gorecki didn’t second-
guess his decision in the 
seventh to intentionally 
walk Clime, who was also 
Adam’s starting pitcher, 
saying he’d rather have a 
team’s eighth hitter beat 
him. It was the second gam-
ble that didn’t work out for 
him. Gorecki send Castano 
home from third on a wild 

Aponte leads Adams to win 
Spartans cement playoff spot with crucial victory over Cardozo 

Molloy holds on 
in tight title race 

BY ELIO VELEZ
 

Greg Boyle had a quick 
flashback on the pitching 
mound last Friday after-
noon.

The Archbishop Mol-
loy ace was holding a two-
run lead against St. Francis 
Prep last year before giv-
ing up a run, but was able 
to shut down the Terriers’ 
rally in the seventh inning 
to get the win.

The senior hurler at 
Cunningham Park was in 
a similar predicament Fri-
day with St. Francis Prep 
down a run with two outs in 
the bottom of the seventh. 
Boyle got down to business 
once again to curtail the 
comeback attempt with the 
potential tying and win-
ning runs on base.

The Hofstra-bound 
pitcher induced first base-
man Nick LoPrinzi to a 
groundball out to give the 
visiting Stanners a crucial 
4-3 victory over St. Francis 
Prep in a CHSAA Class AA 
Brooklyn-Queens Division 
game.

“I just had to bear 
down from there,” Boyle 
said. “Got some nice plays 
from my fielders and got 
the big out.”

Boyle began the last 
half of the seventh inning 
with Molloy up 4-2. He 
recorded two outs before 

Peretti roped an RBI triple 
to drive in pinch runner 
Jason Mauri. A.J. Figeroa 
was plunked with a pitch 
to put runners on first and 
third. The right-hander ex-
tinguished the fire by get-
ting the ground out.

Molloy was coming off 
a 6-1 defeat to Holy Cross 
last Thursday and another 
loss would trip up the Stan-
ners (10-3) hopes of catching 
first place Xaverian for the 
division crown. Boyle used 
his tenacity to out-duel St. 
Francis Prep righty Taso 
Stathpoutos in a battle of 
pitching aces.

“That’s what a senior 
leader does when the team 
needs him,” said Molloy 
Coach Brad Lyons. “He goes 
out to the mound, takes the 
ball and battles and does 
what he needs to do to get 
the team a win.”

The Molloy offense 
benefited from two er-
rors from a sloppy Terri-
ers defense in the top of 
the second. Peretti booted 
a groundball at shortstop 
with two outs as Donovan 
Armas scored to give the 
Stanners a 1-0 lead.

While the pitching has 
been a strong point all sea-
son for Molloy, the contribu-
tions from players hitting 
in the bottom of the batting 
order has been a boost of 

Molloy players celebrate their win over St. Francis Prep. 
Photo by Elio Velez

Elvis Clime (r.), of John Adams, tags out Cardozo’s Adrian Castano just before he slides into home to 
end the top of the fifth inning. Photo by Ken Maldonado Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49
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If John Adams is going 
to repeat its feat and reach 
the PSAL Class A baseball 
semifinals and beyond, the 
team is going to have to do 
so without a bona fide of-
fensive star.

Spartans Coach Glenn 
Beyer sees this group as 
one who needs to win with 
a collective effort after the 
graduation of standout 
shortstop Jeffery Valera. 
The closest thing they have 
to an offensive standout is 
current shortstop and ace 
pitcher Anderson DeLeon, 
who has 12 RBIs and 12 
runs scored in 12 games, 

but has a game based on 
speed more that power.

Instead, Adams will 
have to get to work like 
they did in a 7-4 win over 
Queens rival Cardozo last 
Friday. John Adams, which 
has juggled its lineup con-
stantly throughout the 
season, saw nine players 
combine for six hits and 
had seven different players 
score runs.

“We have to scrap to 
get runs,” Beyer said.

Much of Adam’s suc-
cess so far  has to do with 
the sometimes excessive 
patience Beyer preaches 
at the plate, often taking 
pitches when other teams 
swing freely. It forces pitch-
ers to throw strikes and 
leads to extra base runners 
for the Spartans, which 
walked eight times against 
Cardozo.

“I believe you can go 
up to home plate without a 
bat and score three or four 
runs a game in PSAL base-
ball,” the coach said. “You 
can’t throw three strikes.”

Beyer, who is in his 
21st year, understands 
nothing is a given in the 
playoffs even with his 11-1 
record, likely division title 
and high seed. So much has 
to go right when you play 
top programs like James 
Monroe, George Washing-
ton, Tottenville, Grand 
Street and Telecom, which 
are deep with talent.

“It’s so difficult,” he 
said. “I love the people who 
always say, ‘Let’s go to the 
final four and win a cham-
pionship.’ It’s so near im-
possible.”

That doesn’t mean 
he believes his team can’t 
do it, saying they have a 

puncher’s chance. John Ad-
ams is ripe with experience 
from last year’s run along 
with hungry newcomers 
like sophomore No. 8 hitter 
Bryan Aponte who deliv-
ered the game-winning hit 
against the Judges. It also 
has a pitcher in DeLeon, 
who can shut down any 
lineup on any given day.

“He carried us last 
year,” Beyer said. “An-
derson has the ability to 
beat any team in the city 
and that’s why you have a 
chance in a playoff game.”

His players are anx-
ious to try to get back after 
a difficult 13-4 loss to even-
tual city champion Grand 
Street Campus in last year’s 
semifinal.

“We are not here to 
lose,” DeLeon said. “We are 
here to win and play.”
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Scrappy Spartans need collective effort to repeat history

Aviation defeats QHST in comeback thriller
Competitive Flyers set sights on playoff run with resurgence of starting pitching and hitting 

BY ELIO VELEZ
 
Aviation pitcher Elias 

Martinez used his time in 
ninth period Spanish Mon-
day afternoon to catch up 
on some needed classwork, 
thinking he would not be 
needed in the team’s game.

The senior arrived 
at Juniper Valley Park 10 
minutes after a scheduled 
4 p.m. start  against Queens 
High School of Teaching, 
but Martinez quickly began 
to warm up when he felt his 
right arm might be needed 
with the Flyers down four 
runs in the top of the sec-
ond.

“I got here at 4:10,” 
Martinez said. “I knew they 
were thinking of having to 
make a change and every-
one had to step it up.”

Martinez pitched 5 1/3 
solid innings of needed re-
lief for starting pitcher Mi-
chael Yang, and the Avia-
tion bats gave him plenty 
of run support for a 16-7 
come-from-behind victory 
in a PSAL Class A Queens 
East Division game.

It was another victory 
in what has been a renais-
sance season for the Fly-
ers after winning just five 
games last year. The Mon-
day afternoon victory for 
Aviation improved their re-
cord to 10-3 and keeps them 
one game behind current 

division leader Cardozo.
Aviation Coach Mi-

chael Fischer says his team 
has developed a tight chem-
istry that has allowed their 
pitching and hitting to 
shine in a crucial situation. 
A loss to the 1-12 Queens 
High School of Teaching 

would have been damag-
ing.

“We’re 10-3. We’re 
fighting for a good [playoff] 
seed,” Fischer said. “The 
biggest turnaround is the 
two big starting pitchers, 
[Elias] Martinez and [Ju-
nior] Ramirez. You can see 

in different games. It also 
has a lot to do with the of-
fense because it’s a state of 
mind. We are hitting from 
top to bottom.”

Martinez and Ramirez 
are tied for the team lead 
with five wins each and the 
aces have helped the Fly-

ers be competitive against 
some of the top teams in 
Queens. Aviation’s offense 
has been on a roll of late by 
plating six or more runs in 
their last six games.

Ramirez, the junior 
righty called “Rubber 
Arm” by his teammates for 
his ability to pitch whenev-
er called upon, says new ad-
ditions such as catcher Ja-
son Pastuizaca have made 
an impact.

“It’s our chemistry. 
We added a few players like 
Joel and Jason and that’s 
helped out,” Ramirez said.

With three games re-
maining in the regular 
season, Aviation feels con-
fident they can make noise 
in the post-season. Marti-
nez pointed out his team’s 
competitiveness in a 3-0 de-
feat to Cardozo and 8-6 loss 
to Queens A West leader 
John Adams.

“I can believe we can 
knock some people out in 
the playoffs,” Martinez 
said. “We want to show peo-
ple that we can go far.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

n

Block Shots

John Adams’ Elvis Clime prepares to release a pitch during a game 
against Cardozo. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Aviation’s Eder Hernandez (l.) waits to high-five teammate Elias Martinez (r.). Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Big East names McArdle  
offensive player of the year

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Mike Libasci is finally 

healthy and it shows.
The Monsignor Mc-

Clancy senior pitcher 
has battled injuries dur-
ing his four years at the 
East Elmhurst school. His 
sophomore year he hyper-
extended his left knee and 
last year the righty was 
held back by bicep tendon-
itis in this throwing arm. 
Libasci, now feeling 100 
percent, was stellar even in 
defeat.

He allowed just one 
earned run on four hits and 
struck out six for the host 
Crusaders in a 2-0 loss to 
the first place Clippers in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Class AA baseball Monday. 
The other run scored in the 
fourth inning on a double 
play.

“Today I felt the best 
I felt in a couple years,” Li-
basci said.

It was this third start of 

the year and his first com-
plete game. He’s learned to 
mix up his pitching better 
and is smarter in the way 
he is throwing to hitters. 
McClancy Coach Nick Meli-
to called his slider vicious.

“If he pitches like that 
consistently, we will really 
be good,” Melito said.

On this day they ran 
into a pitcher who was bet-
ter. Xaverian junior Antho-
ny Sigisondi allowed four 
hits and fanned five. He 
left two Crusaders runners 
on base in the first inning 
and two more on second 
and third with just one out 
on the fourth. Melito said 
his team needed to make 
contact with one out, but 
struck out instead.

“He made some big 
pitches when he had to,” the 
coach said.

Xaverian (11-2) led 1-0 
after the top of the fourth 
inning. The Clippers added 
an insurance run in the 
seventh when pinch hitter 

Matt Mueller drove in An-
thony, who reached on an 
error.

The loss was still an 
indicator of the growth Mc-
Clancy has gone through 
this season with a roster 
that includes mostly soph-
omores and juniors. The 
Crusaders (8-5) sit just a 
game behind St. Francis 
Prep, which it beat recent-
ly, for third place in the di-
vision.

“I think this team has 
come a long way,” Melito 
said.

He believes their expe-
rience facing quality pitch-
ing will have them ready 
for the post season. Libasci 
said it’s important for them 
to continue their effort and 
positive vibe.

“We have to maintain 
the same energy and keep 
playing hard,” Libasci said. 
“No matter who the oppo-
nent is.”

McClancy pitcher Mike Libasci takes the mound to face Xaverian. Photo by Ken Maldonado

McClancy falls short 
to Xaverian Clippers

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Kieran McArdle added 

to a historic season for the 
St. John’s lacrosse pro-
grams.

The junior attack took 
home the Big East’s of-
fensive player of the year 
award at a ceremony held 
at Villanova last week, be-
coming the first player in 
Red Storm history to do so. 
McArdle, a Ronkonkoma, 
L.I., native, was also named 
to the conference first team 
along with fellow classmate 
and  Kevin Cernuto.

McArdle was humbled 

by the accolades.
“It’s a great honor 

when you look at the play-
ers and teams in this con-
ference,” he said after on 
Big East TV. “For me to get 
this award, it’s huge. It’s big 
for our program also.”

McArdle dominated 
the Big East’s offensive cat-
egories.

He led the league in 
goals and assists with 36 
and 49 for 85 total points, 32 
more than the next closest 
player. That not only makes 
him tops in the conference, 
but also one of the best of-
fensive players in the coun-

try.
“Our junior class, we 

have been playing together 
and we have been really 
clicking this year and it 
showed,” he said.

McArdle is also a front-
runner for the Tewaara-
ton Award, given to the 
best player in collegiate 
lacrosse. He ranks second 
in the nation in points per 
game (6.54) and assists per 
game (3.77), behind Lyle 
Thompson, of Albany.

He helped lead the Red 
Storm to a 9-4 record over-
all and 3-3 mark in Big East 
play that left them on the 
outside looking in on the 
conference tournament. 
St. John’s recorded wins of 
over-ranked opponents Hof-
tra and Notre Dame and is 
hoping for an at-large bit to 
the NCAA tournament.

“It’s been a great ex-
perience for all of us as a 
team,” McArdle said. “It’s 
going to be sad when we 
lose our seniors. Still, it’s 
been a fun year.”

Long stick midfielder 
Dillon Ayers and goalie Jeff 
Lowman were second team 
selections.

St. John’s University’s Kieran McArdle was named the Big East’s 
offensive player of the year. Photo courtesy Vincent Dusovic/SJU

pitch that went to the back-
stop, but he was tagged out 
to end the top of the fifth.

“I took a gamble with 

Adrian stealing home,” 
Gorecki said. “I thought he 
was safe.”

John Adams is safely 
in the playoffs with the win 
and that was the only thing 
that mattered to Beyer, who 
led his team to the city semi-
finals last year. He said he 

had a good feeling Aponte 
would come through, who 
doesn’t strike out much.

“He’s done a really 
good job putting the ball 
in play,” Beyer said. “He’s 
made some good contact. 
Sometimes you’re success-
ful.”

late according to Lyons.
Designated hitter Mi-

chael Rossi delivered a 
booming two-run double 
to leftfield in the top of the 
fifth inning to plate Chris 

Piteo and pinch runner 
Dylan Lanigan. The ninth 
hitter in the lineup, Daniel 
Gaitan, added to a 4-0 lead 
with an RBI double.

Lyons says the team 
has the tools to compete for 
the post season even if Mol-
loy does not catch Xaver-
ian, who sits a game ahead, 

for the regular season title.
“We got three solid 

pitchers who throw strikes,” 
Lyons said. “I think it’s one 
of the upsides and our hit-
ting is coming around. Our 
defense has been solid and 
we can put that together to 
have a good run.”
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