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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The fraud convictions of two 

former campaign aides to city 
Comptroller John Liu has not 
helped his run for higher office, 
but the jury’s decision may influ-
ence whether the Queens Demo-
cratic Party will endorse the 

l a w m a k e r ’ s 
mayoral bid, 
borough politi-
cal observers 
said.

Jia “Jen-
ny” Hou, Liu’s 
former cam-
paign trea-
surer, was 
found guilty 
of attempted 
wire fraud, 
o b s t r u c t i n g 
justice and 
making false 
statements to 

the FBI after a two-week trial in 
Manhattan federal court, while 
Xing Wu “Oliver” Pan was con-
victed of conspiring to commit 
wire fraud and attempted wire 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Hurricane Sandy left 
behind an ongoing health 
threat in the Rockaways 
that lingers long after the 
water receded.

A persistent and per-
vasive mold infestation 
creeps up the walls of gut-

ted residences, as families 
douse the fungus with 
bleach in a futile attempt at 
eradication.

More than six months 
after the superstorm 
surged through the city 
and devastated parts of 
Queens, the Alliance for a 
Just Rebuilding, a group of 

more than 50 community, 
faith, labor and environ-
mental organizations,  re-
leased a report slamming 
the city for its handling of 
the mold cleanup. The re-
port, which also included 
Staten Island, coincided 
with a tour of mold-ravaged 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
John F. Kennedy International and La-

Guardia airports are being driven to expand 
by demand and global competition in a trend 
that promises a significant economic impact 
on Queens, a Port Authority executive said 
Wednesday.

BY JOE ANUTA

The development group 
selected to build Willets Point 
planned to replace about 32 acres 
of parkland in a 2011 failed pro-
posal for a casino complex, but 
now contends its current $3 bil-
lion project does not require it.

A partnership between Re-
lated Cos., a Manhattan develop-
er, and Sterling Equities, the real 
estate arm of the New York Mets, 
is currently seeking approvals to 
construct a 1.4 million-square-
foot mall in the western parking 
lot of Citi Field, which is mapped 
parkland.

The mall is part of a plan se-
lected by the city to build housing 
and retail space on 23 acres of the 
Iron Triangle, a neighborhood of 
auto shops and scrap yards on the 
other side of Citi Field, and clean 
up toxic soil there in the process.

According to the state Parks 
Department, whenever parkland 
is leased, sold or discontinued, 
it is considered alienated. No 

statute stipulates that it must be 
replaced. Instead legal precedent 
called the Public Trust Doctrine 
often mandates that it should be 
replaced if the matter is taken to 
civil court.

The developers said they are 
not legally required to replace the 
roughly 32 acres of asphalt, tech-
nically part of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, that would be taken 
up by the mall.

The reason behind this de-
cision is a 1961 law that leased 
the parking lot area to the Mets 
and allows them to use the land 
for any purpose that benefits the 
team, the developers contend. 
Since Sterling Equities is owned 
by the same people who own the 
Mets, the group maintains that 
the law holds water, although 
critics have argued the statute 
was never intended to allow such 
a large development on the land.

“There is no way that the 
1961 law was written with the 
intent of allowing the largest 

Rising passenger traffi c brings

boom to borough’s two airports

Continued on Page 11Continued on Page 11
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Mold still pervades Rockaway

YOUNG WARRIORS
Black belt Sheila Gabe shows off her moves during the fifth annu-
al Challenge of Champions Karate Tournament, held at the Al Oerter 
Recreation Center in Flushing. Gabe is a student at Okinawan Karate-Do 
of New York. See story on Page 3. Photo by Christina Santucci

Liu aides’ guilt
casts shadow

on mayoral run

City Comptroller 
John Liu vows to 
continue his quest 
for Gracie Mansion 
despite federal 
convictions of two 
former aides.

City shifts gears
on Willets swap

New plan skirts parkland replacement

City Councilman Donovan Richards and 
homeowner Ivonne Rankine survey 
mold in her Far Rockaway home. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

BY PHIL CORSO

After hearing news 
of an unexpected $40 mil-
lion surplus for the MTA, 
one northeast Queens law-
maker proposed the agency 
bring back a vital bus route 
in his district after cutting 
it in 2010.

The agency discovered 
the extra state dollars last 
month after lawmakers in 
Albany passed the 2013-14  
budget, which included an 
increase of more than $358 
million for transit. The fig-
ure had exceeded what the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority expected by 
about $40 million.

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) said he saw the extra 
money as an ample opportu-
nity for the MTA to restore 
the Q75 bus route, which 
once traveled between Oak-
land Gardens and Jamaica 
with stops along Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Union 
Turnpike. Since it was cut, 
the lawmaker said his con-
stituents have been disre-
garded by the MTA.

“It’s the MTA’s obli-
gation to prioritize resto-
ration for commuters in 
areas where residents rely 
heavily on buses,” Weprin 
said. “Eastern Queens has 
no subway service, so bus 

service is critical.”
Weprin said this was 

the MTA’s chance to re-
store cuts it made back in 
2010 when it eliminated 32 
bus routes throughout the 
city, including the north-
east Queens Q75. Commut-
ers throughout the borough 
have since been stranded 
without a bus route — or 
subway stop — within 
walking distance, Weprin 
said.

In 2010 ,the MTA rolled 
back its subway, bus and 
commuter train services 
because of a $400 million 
budget deficit. The cuts in-
cluded two subway lives, 
the V and W, as well as 34 
bus routes, including 13 
express routes. The agency 
also shortened several oth-
er routes throughout the 
city.

Lawmakers took to 
MTA headquarters in Man-
hattan late last month to 
call on the agency to use 
its surplus wisely by bring-
ing back old routes that had 
been eliminated. Advocates 
also proposed the MTA con-
sider restoring weekend 
and off-peak service for 
subways throughout the 
city and provide additional 
rush service to the Long Is-
land and Metro-North rail-
roads.

If enacted, the resto-

rations would continue to 
undo the 2010 cuts after the 
MTA brought back 21 city 
bus routes in January, in-
cluding the Q24, Q27, Q30, 
Q36 and Q42.

The service upgrades 
in Queens included the 
restoration of the Q24 
from Broadway Junction 
to Bushwick Avenue via 
Broadway, the Q27 with 
new overnight service from 
Horace Harding Express-
way to Cambria Heights 
via Springfield Boulevard, 
the Q30 from Little Neck to 
Jamaica with a new stop at 
Queensborough Communi-
ty College, the expansion of 
the Q36 with alternate trips 
from Jamaica Avenue to 
Little Neck via Little Neck 
Parkway and the restora-
tion of the Q42’s midday 
service from Jamaica Cen-
ter to St. Albans via Archer 
Avenue.

While Weprin had cel-
ebrated the return of those 
five routes, he still said 
there were others the MTA 
needed to consider, includ-
ing the Q75 in his district.

And now with news of 
the newfound $40 million 
in the agency’s budget, the 
councilman said he saw no 
better time than the pres-
ent to bring buses back to 
the borough.

City Councilman Mark Weprin (c.) is calling on the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to restore 
service to the Q75 route after it was cut in 2010. Photo by Phil Corso

Weprin calls on MTA 
to restore Q75 route
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Economic Development 
Corp. — that called for a 
casino, mall and hotel on 
the Citi Field parking lot 
and the section of Flushing 
Meadows where the current 
mall is now proposed.

A letter dated Oct. 13, 
2011, was sent from Sterling 
and Related to Ian Klein of 
EDC. In it, the development 
team answers a list of ques-
tions posed by EDC.

“Have you identified 
replacement parkland pur-

suant to requirements for 
parkland alienation?” the 
city asked in the letter.

According to that pro-
posal, the land would have 
been sold to the developers 
— not leased. This would 
have nullified the 1961 law 
and created a new alien-
ation scenario, essentially 
requiring the partnership 
to replace the land.

The development team 
proposed to do so directly 
on the Iron Triangle.

“The net result would 
be no decrease in the 
amount of mapped park-
land and an exponential in-
crease in the amount of pub-
licly-accessible open space,” 
the partnership wrote. Al-
though most of the mapped 
parkland would have still 
been for parking, it would 
have also contained what 
the venture called “green, 
pastoral fields.”

working to find an appro-
priate solution for the Har-
ris family.

According to DOH’s 
website, bird droppings 
harbor parasites, bacteria, 
molds and viruses that can 
be harmful to humans. The  
department did not return 
calls for comment.

But Harris and his 

family are not merely com-
plaining for the sake of it. 
Harris faces myriad physi-
cal ailments including 
pneumonia and Kennedy’s 
disease, a neuro-muscular 
condition affecting the 
spine and impeding move-
ment. Harris needs to use 
his railing covered with 
bird droppings to get in and 
out of his home.

“I can clean the rail-
ings and the sidewalk every 
day — it doesn’t matter,” he 

said. “Literally 24 hours af-
ter I clean, it is completely 
covered again.”

Harris is not the only 
one dealing with physical 
pain: His wife has fibro-
myalgia and his daughter 
Megan has endured three 
knee surgeries.

“It’s hard because we 
can’t help him and he can 
barely clean it himself,” 
said Megan, who is also 
asthmatic and believes the 
bird feces exacerbates her 

condition. “We can’t sit 
out here, and even the kids 
walking to school know to 
avoid this house.”

Harris said all the ex-
penses related to the bird 
droppings come out of his 
pocket. Every year he buys 
new garbage cans and ev-
ery couple of weeks he has 
to get his car washed. He 
has even paid others from 
the neighborhood to help 
him clean the sidewalk.

fraud last week. They both 
participated in a scheme to 
use straw donors — people 
who donate on behalf of oth-
ers — to swell the coffers of 
Liu’s mayoral war chest. 

“His campaign clearly 
has suffered a hit because 
of these convictions,” said 
Dick Dadey, executive di-
rector of Citizens Union, a 
nonpartisan good govern-
ment group. “But there re-
mains a very strong base of 
support for him.”

An April 19 Quinnipi-
ac poll put Liu in last place, 
garnering 9 points and com-
ing in behind former U.S. 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.

The Queens Demo-
crats, led by U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), will probably be 
making their selection to-
ward the end of the month, 
according to several 
sources. It will give them 
time to see who has raised 
money as of the May 11 fil-
ing deadline with the city 
Campaign Finance Board, 
but will still allow them to 
make a selection before the 
June start of petitioning 
— the process of gathering 
signatures for a candidate 
to get on the ballot.

Liu, the only Queens 
Democrat in the race, for-
merly led a faction of a 
Flushing Democratic club 
and served as the district’s 
City Council representative 
from 2001-09. He has a loyal 
base in the city’s Asian-
American community — 
which has probably been 
galvanized by the percep-
tion he is being singled out 
— and according to sources, 
he has been a reliable fund-
raiser for the party.

But political insiders 
are wondering whether his 
monetary contributions 
and clout can now outweigh 
the negative impact of the 
convictions.

One theory being cir-
culated is that Crowley may 
instead endorse Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) on the con-
dition she either picks a 
Queens representative to 

replace her as speaker or 
selects a borough Council 
member as the head of a 
powerful committee, such 
as Land Use or Finance.

The party said that it 
could not discuss endorse-
ments until leaders met 
during a yet-to-be sched-
uled session.. 

According to Dadey, 
the Queens party has a his-
tory of supporting diverse 
candidates.

“Absent specific charg-
es against Liu himself, the 
Queens party may be hard-
pressed to support someone 
other than John Liu,” he 
said, adding that hints of a 
witch hunt may not sit well 
with voters, who may come 
out to support him.

Hou and Pan are set 
to be sentenced Sept. 20, 10 
days after the Democratic 
primary but four days be-
fore a potential runoff.

Despite the blemish 
that will last throughout 
the election, Liu has dared 
prosecutors to try and 
make a case against him, 
since they have been scru-
tinizing his campaign for 
years without coming up 
with any charges. The feds 
even tapped Liu’s phone for 
about 18 months, he said. 

George Arzt, well-
known in lobbyist and pub-
lic relations circles   and 
formerly Liu’s spokesman 
until July 2012 , said that 
nothing will stop the law-
maker from running for 
Gracie Mansion.

“John is going to run 
for mayor no matter what. 
And that the convictions of 
Oliver Pan and Jenny Hou, 
while damaging in the pub-
lic eye, will not deter him,” 
Arzt said.

But Queens political 
sources said Liu might not 
be in the race to win any-
way. As long as he makes a 
decent showing — between 
10 percent to 15 percent of 
the vote — he could walk 
away from the race with his 
head held high and possibly 
run for office again down 
the road.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Liu aides

shopping mall in New York 
City to be built on parkland 
without public approval,” 
said Will Sweeney, a mem-
ber of a parks advocacy 
group called the Fairness 
Coalition.

The partnership main-
tains they are on solid legal 
ground.

“The current proposal 
does not include a sale of 
parkland and is consistent 
with the 1961 legislation, 
so no further alienation of 
parkland is needed,” the 
joint venture said in a state-
ment.

But the city considered 
park alienation in an earli-
er proposal.

In September 2011, the 
same developers submitted 
a plan — which was ulti-
mately rejected by the city 

Continued from Page 1

Willets

homes in Rockaway Tues-
day with homeowners and 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton).

“Here we see the story 
of hundreds of people in the 
Rockaways,” said Richards 
from the front steps of the 
home belonging to resi-
dents Ivonne and Trevor 
Rankine, on Deerfield Road 
in Far Rockaway. “The city 
has to do more to ensure my 
constituents are not coming 
back with their children to 
mold-infested homes.”

The Rankines evacu-
ated when Sandy hit the 
peninsula, returning days 
later to survey the dam-
age. The scene they walked 

back into has been replayed 
numerous times by many 
residents throughout the 
borough and the city at 
large.

“We were horrified 
by what we saw,” Ivonne 
Rankine said. “The base-
ment was flooded. We had 
 no boiler, no heat, no stove. 
We tried to make the best of 
it, but we just could not stay 
here.”

The absence of heat 
and hot water, coupled 
with other inconveniences, 
drove the Rankines out of 
their home and into a ho-
tel where they stayed until 
April 24. The temporary 
hotel housing set up by the 
city Department of Home-
less Services is set to expire 
May 15, and they wanted to 
get a head-start on facing 
the mold spores.

According to the city 
Department of Health, 
mold can worsen asthma 
and trigger allergies and 
is a health risk for people 
with weakened immune 
systems.

“No one should be in a 
house with mold. I can’t be-
lieve DHS is making people 
leave the hotels,” Ivonne 
Rankine said. “And now we 
come home and find mold.”

The Rankines have 
tried to remove the mold 
themselves using bleach, 
but it keeps coming back.

After conducting a sur-
vey with nearly 700 storm-
damaged households in the 
Rockaways and Staten Is-
land, the Alliance’s report 
found more than 60 percent 
of homes were contaminat-
ed by mold and more than 
90 percent of homeowners 

attempting to remove it 
themselves have seen the 
mold return.

Based on the report’s 
findings, community orga-
nizations are offering three 
recommendations to im-
prove the city’s response to 
adequately address mold in 
storm-damaged homes.

Among the recommen-
dations, they said the city 
should improve its public 
outreach and assess more 
proactively where mold in-
festation has gone unrec-
ognized; set aside a portion 
of its Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Disaster 
Recovery funds exclusively 
for mold remediation; and 
punish landlords for fail-
ing to properly remediate 
the problem.

Continued from Page 1

Sandy

Visit us online at www.TimesLedger.com 

Continued from Page 6 

Birds

The city required parkland to be replaced when developers pitched a different mall proposal in 2011. 
Image courtesy Mayor Michael Bloomberg
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BY JOE ANUTA

The United States Ten-
nis Association trumpeted 
a pledge this week to re-
place double the parkland 
it wants to take as part of 
its expansion, but critics 
called the swap disingenu-
ous  since the land is al-
ready used by the public.

The USTA released a 
joint statement Tuesday 
with the city Parks Depart-
ment and elected officials 
praising the deal to replace 
roughly 1.5 acres of park-
land, which has long been 
a sticking point with the 
community. The associa-
tion is seeking approvals 
to expand its 42-acre lease 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park by taking an 
additional 0.68 acres in a 
process called alienation, 
but has run into heavy op-
position from several activ-
ist groups.

“At the outset of the 
project, the city suggested 
that park improvements 
would result in a more 
meaningful degree of pub-
lic benefit than an in-kind 
replacement for the 0.68 
acres that is proposed for 
alienation,” said Daniel 
Zausner, chief operating 
officer of the USTA’s Billie 
Jean King National Tennis 

Center.
But he added that af-

ter consulting with the city 
Parks Department and the 
public all parties decided a 
parkland swap would be ap-
propriate.

The swap includes five 
outdoor tennis courts total-
ing 0.81 acres to the east 
of the walkway leading to 
the No. 7 train stop. These 
courts are maintained by 
the USTA and open to the 
public year-round, except 

during the US Open — an 
arrangement that will not 
change after the USTA re-
linquishes the land from its 
lease, the association said.

The swap also includes 
0.75 acres of what the USTA 
calls “passive open space.” 
The space consists of small 
parcels of tree-lined grass 
outside the fences of the 
tennis courts. The grassy 
patches contain some small 
benches and bleachers that 
look out onto the courts. 

The space is already open 
to the public.

Under the deal the US-
TA’s footprint in the park 
will technically be less 
than it is now should the 
proposal pass the city Plan-
ning Commission and the 
City Council, but it still did 
not sit well with activists.

“This means nothing. 
It means absolutely zero 
will change,” said Geof-
frey Croft, of New York City 
Park Advocates and Save 

Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. “But the elected offi-
cials will use it as cover to 
support the project.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) has long called 
on the USTA to replace 
parkland and said in the 
joint announcement Tues-
day the loss of “even an inch 
would be felt by the work-
ing people who depend on 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.” Ferreras character-

ized the swap as a step in 
the right direction.

Parks Commissioner 
Veronica White said the 
swap will “provide a ben-
efit to park visitors,” and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall said the arrange-
ment “shows just how much 
we value every acre of park-
land here in Queens.”

But a member of the 
Fairness Coalition had 
trouble identifying what 
exactly the benefit will be 
since the swap appears to 
have taken place on paper 
only.

“The community 
doesn’t benefit at all by any 
expansion of park space. It 
is a lose-lose proposition 
for us in a lot of ways,” said 
Donovan Finn. “USTA gets 
what they want without 
spending a dime, we still 
lose the land and all the pol-
iticians’ demands have now 
been neutered buy this bu-
reaucratic maneuvering.”

Community boards 
affected by the plan have 
also called on the USTA to 
create a capital improve-
ment fund and an annual 
maintenance fund to keep 
up the park. It was not clear 
whether the swap was done 
in lieu of this proposal.

A grassy area currently leased to the United States Tennis Association will be returned to the city under a new agreement. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Critics pan USTA deal to give parkland to city

profits from foreclosed 
homes to fund his failed 
bid for the borough’s dis-
trict attorney and accept-
ing an undocumented loan 
from an unnamed real es-
tate developer to pay back 
the profits.

Citing unnamed law 
enforcement sources, The 
New York Times and oth-
er newspapers identified 
Queens real estate devel-
oper Edul Ahmad as one of 
Sampson’s conspirators.

Ahmad gave U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) a $40,000 loan in 2007 
that was the subject of a 
House Ethics Committee 
investigation that eventu-

ally cleared Meeks.
Peralta, a Queens bor-

ough president candidate, 
was one of the politicians 
recorded.

“I am confident that 
the authorities will find, if 
they have not already done 
so, that I have engaged in 
no wrongdoing whatso-
ever,” he wrote in a state-
ment.

Wills walked out on a 
hearing last year  after he 
was subpoenaed by Sch-
neiderman to account for 
nearly $30,000 that had 
been allocated by Hunt-
ley to a non-profit he con-
trolled in 2008 while serv-
ing as her chief of staff.

“My attorney has 
been in contact with fed-

eral law enforcement au-
thorities and he has been 
informed that I am not the 
target of any investigation 
arising from proceedings 
involving Shirley Hunt-
ley,” Wills said in a state-
ment. “I have personally 
not been contacted by any 
law enforcement officials 
to date and I look forward 
to continuing the work 
of the people of southeast 
Queens that elected me.”

Huntley also recorded 
Brooklyn state Sens. Vel-
manette Montgomery and 
Eric Adams, Sen. Hassell-
Thompson (D-Mt. Vernon), 
Melvin Lowe, a former 
political consultant and 
associate of state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man and Curtis Taylor, 
a former press adviser to 
Smith.

Huntley sentence
Continued from Page 7 

Former state Sen. Shirley Huntley (l.) is surrounded by members of her entourage as she exits 
Brooklyn federal court. Photo by Christina Santucci
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The airline industry and 
Queens have been tied at the hip, 
even going back to May 8, 1919, 
when the first trans-Atlantic 
flight took off from the now-de-
funct naval air station in Breezy 
Point.

“It was true then and it’s 
been true ever since that Queens 
and the aviation industry were 
really made for each other,” Su-
san Baer, the Port Authority’s 
director of aviation, told the 
crowd that gathered at Resorts 
World Casino on the 94th anni-
versary of that flight for an air-
line industry expo.

Queens’ two airports count-
ed more than 75 million passen-
gers in 2012, and between them 
they employed 46,000 people who 
do everything from flying the 
planes to serving meals in the 
terminals, she said. Through-
out the region, the airports sup-
port another 287,000 jobs related 
to the industry, and in Queens 
businesses like hotels, freight-
forwarders and construction 
companies are some of the big-
gest to cash in on the $32 billion 

in economic activity the indus-
try generates.

Queens is even home to 
New York’s hometown airline, 
JetBlue, which employees about 
5,000 people in the borough. Jet-
Blue is JFK’s busiest airline and 
it has been spending millions of 
dollars updating the airport’s 
Terminal 5. Richard Smyth, the 
airline’s vice president for cor-
porate real estate, said JetBlue 

encourages business partner-
ships with local companies and 
said its website has a listing of 
contracts ranging from parts to 
construction bids.

Baer said the Port Author-
ity is under Federal Aviation 
Administration requirements 
to partner with local businesses, 
and organizations such as the 
Council for Airport Opportuni-
ty are great places to match local 

businesses with the industry.
She and Smyth spoke at the 

Queens Chamber of Commerce’s 
Business Expo and Breakfast, an 
event for which the TimesLedger 
Newspapers was a sponsor.

Both Queens airports are 
facing growing demand to ex-
pand. La Guardia traffic jumped 
6.5 percent last year to 25.7 mil-
lion passengers, good enough to 
score the most growth in the Port 

Authority system, Baer said.
But LaGuardia’s central ter-

minal is outdated, and she said 
replacing it is top on the agen-
cy’s list.

“The facility is old and it’s 
obsolete. It opened in 1964 to 
mark the 1964 World’s Fair — 
the dawn of the jet age,” Baer 
said. “The planes were smaller 
and there were far fewer people 
flying. It was designed to handle 
8 million travelers and in 2012 it 
accommodated 12.5 million.”

Baer said the PA projects 
LaGuardia’s passenger load  will 
grow to 18 million  in 2030, and 
the agency is planning to release 
a request for proposal later this 
spring for a multibillion-dollar 
public/private partnership.

JFK’s cargo industry is fac-
ing competition from naval ship-
ping and other airports across 
the country. The Port Authority 
recently released a study looking 
at ways to sharpen the airport’s 
competitive edge, such as ex-
panding access through Queens 
roadways.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Airport

JetBlue Vice President Richard Smyth (l.), Queens Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jack Friedman and Port 
Authority Director of Aviation Susan Baer speak about the growing demands on airlines at the chamber’s business expo. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BY JOE ANUTA

There are about 3 mil-
lion people buried in Cal-
vary Cemetery, the oldest 
graveyard in the borough.

“Which means,” Kevin 
Walsh, of Forgotten New 
York, said to a group of 
about 30 people last Satur-
day, “there are more dead 
people in Queens than 
alive.”

Forgotten New York is 
Walsh’s historical associa-
tion, which runs tours and 
puts out articles. He and 
Richard Melnick, of the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, were conducting a 
tour of the graveyard, one 
of many explorations of the 
city’s past they organize 
together throughout the 
year.

For the layman, ex-
amining the names of ev-
eryone buried in Calvary 
would be about as exciting 
as flipping though a phone 
book, but Walsh and Mel-
nick, like shamans in base-
ball caps, weaved through 
headstones and obelisks to 
summon the spirits of a se-
lect few New Yorkers.

“Take a right at the 
second Murphy,” Walsh 
shouted over his shoulder 
before ducking into a row 
of stone slabs.

He soon stopped at a 
large crypt belonging to 
Michael Degnon.

Degnon was a key 
builder of the city’s rail 
infrastructure. He helped 
construct Penn Station and 
the Steinway Tunnel, and 
also built a rail line that 
ran from once-industrial 
Sunnyside down to the East 
River, according to Walsh.

Degnon’s track was 
largely paved over, but por-
tions still peek through the 
asphalt near Skillman Av-
enue.

“Some cemeteries are 
non-descript,” Melnick 
said. “But in one that has 
3 million people, you are 
bound to find a few who are 
noteworthy.”

Calvary is actually 

made up of four different 
sections spanning Long 
Island City and Woodside 
and packs in the bodies by 
sometimes stacking them 
three deep. Walsh and Mel-
nick were exploring the 
oldest section Saturday, 
purchased in 1848 by the 
trustees of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Manhattan. 
To distinguish it from the 
other three, it is named af-
ter St. Calixtus, the patron 
of cemetery workers.

At one stop along the 
tour, Melnick recalled fire-
fighter Charles Keegan, 
who died Sept. 15, 1882, 
while responding to a blaze 
at the Locust Hill Oil Refin-
ery across Newtown Creek 
in Brooklyn. Keegan fell 
into the creek, according to 
Melnick, which normally 
would not have been a prob-
lem, but oil had crept out 
onto the waterway’s sur-
face and ignited, turning it 
into a river of flames.

Like all of the stops 
on the tour, Keegan’s story 
fits into a larger narrative 
of the city. A history of oil 
spills and general pollution 
have led Newtown Creek to 
be labeled one of the most 
polluted bodies of water in 
the country.

That pollution, ac-
cording to Walsh and some 
other members of the tour, 
contributed to acid rain 
that has fallen on the cem-
etery.

On Saturday, many of 
the marble and limestone 
statues appeared to have 
been transformed into fig-
ures more reminiscent of 
Father Damien, the patron 
saint of lepers.

Calvary is also the 
resting place of mafia boss 
Joe Masseria.

The infamous head of 
what is now known as the 
Genovese crime family was 
assassinated at a Coney 
Island restaurant in 1931, 
according to Walsh. But he 
will likely enjoy one of the 
most picturesque panora-
mas in the city for the rest 
of eternity.

The group stopped at 
his mausoleum, which sits 
at one of the highest points 
in Calvary and looks out 
over the Manhattan sky-
line.

The Archdiocese of 
New York was lucky it 
purchased the cemetery 
when it did, according to 
Melnick. Regulated by New 
York’s Department of State, 
the area has long been pro-
tected from developers now 
eager to capitalize on the 
western Queens’ proximity 
to Manhattan.

“People would die for 
these views,” he said.

Forgotten New York 
organizes tours year round 
across the five boroughs. 
For more info visit forgot-
ten-ny.com.

Kevin Walsh leads the way during a tour of Calvary Cemetery. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Borough history buffs
dig up past at Calvary
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BY PHIL CORSO AND KAREN 
FRANTZ

The Rev. Donald J. Har-
rington was praised for his 
accomplishments reform-
ing St. John’s University 
during his tenure as presi-
dent following the surprise 
announcement that he was 
retiring Friday in the wake 
of two New York Magazine 
articles accusing him of 
taking gifts and vacations 
from a powerful school 
fund-raiser who killed her-
self during her fraud trial.

“The tenure of Father 
Harrington as president 
has been a period of unri-
valed growth, expansion 
and achievement for our 
university,” the St. John’s 
board of trustees said in a 
statement. “He has been a 
transformative leader who 
guided this institution, 
nurtured its community, 
cultivated excellence and 
generated unprecedented 
levels of enthusiasm and 

support.”
City Councilman 

James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and NYPD Com-
missioner Ray Kelly, who 
graduated from St. John’s 
Law School, also lauded 
Harrington for his years 
of service in separate state-
ments released after the 
announcement, pointing 
out that he had increased 
the school’s endowment 
fivefold and grown the cam-
pus with new facilities and 
buildings.

But the reaction among 
students and faculty at the 
university appeared to be 
mixed.

One student, Patrick, 
who would only give his 
first name, said he had the 
sense that students thought 
the university would do 
well with a new direction, a 
sentiment he agreed with.

“I feel that Rev. Har-
rington has done his time 
well here, but the univer-
sity could definitely benefit 

from fresh leadership,” he 
said.

He said that although 
Harrington had many ac-
complishments, he thought 
he focused too much on the 
business aspect of running 
the university. He said he 
would like to see a succes-
sor carry on the Vincen-
tian mission of the school 

 to promote social justice 
and alleviate poverty.

He also said some of 
his feelings about Har-
rington’s retirement were 
wrapped up in the accusa-
tions lodged against former 
dean and fund-raiser Ceci-
lia Chang, 57, who was on 
federal trial in Brooklyn 
on charges of stealing more 

than $1 million from the 
school.

“That’s definitely 
there,” he said.

Some of the $1 mil-
lion allegedly went to Har-
rington and his chief of 
staff, Rob Wile, according 
to the indictment. Chang, 
who would have faced as 
much as 20 years in prison 
if convicted, hanged herself 
in November after she took 
the stand in her defense.

Some faculty members 
said the retirement should 
not detract from a board 
of trustees investigation 
into the events leading up 
to Chang’s fraud trial, with 
one professor saying he 
was worried the resigna-
tion would allow the board 
to end the investigation 
prematurely, according to 
The Torch, the university’s 
student newspaper.

A spokesman for the 
university said the board 
of trustees’ review was still 
ongoing.

Harrington, 67, has 
been at the helm of the 
Queens university for more 
than two decades since his 
arrival in 1989. His retire-
ment will become effective 
July 31, he said.

Chang, a dean who 
had raised vast amounts 
of money for the Catholic 
school, was fired after a 
2009 audit shed light on sus-
picious charges to univer-
sity expense accounts and 
credit cards. She was later 
charged by the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office in a 
205-count indictment with 
grand larceny, forgery and 
falsifying business docu-
ments in September 2010.

She faced separate 
charges in Brooklyn federal 
court of requiring foreign 
students to perform house-
hold duties in exchange for 
$1 million in tuition fees 
and taking $250,000 from 
a Saudi prince for courses 
that never materialized.

St. John’s University President Donald Harrington at the 2012 SJU 
graduation.

St. John’s University mixed on Harrington’s tenure

BY JOE ANUTA

The Al Oerter Recre-
ation Center in Flushing 
looked like a martial arts 
movie scene Sunday, when 
hundreds of people cheered 
on children as young as 4 
chopping and kicking their 
way through a tournament 
sponsored by the city Parks 
Department.

Richmond Hill resi-
dent Devin Sanchez, 8, 
hopped in a circle around 
the wooden floor of the 
gym, fists raised in front 
of his sweating face. His 
brow was furrowed and lips 
puckered outward around 
his mouth guard. Cheered 
on by family, he first kicked 
his padded foot into the air, 
probably a diversion, before 
lunging in to punch his op-
ponent.

“A tournament like 
this is great for the kids 
and the community,” said 

Susan Friedman, of Parks. 
“Martial arts is good for 
the mind, body and spirit.”

Friedman’s husband, 
Rick Diaz, is the recreation 
director for the Al Oerter 
center and a 10th-degree 
black belt. Diaz has hosted 
the free tournament for five 
years, and it always draws 
a crowd.

About 500 boys and 
girls from 4 to 17 years old 
competed in six age groups 
and two categories — spar-
ring with an opponent and 
executing formal, choreo-
graphed moves in front 
of judges. The gym was 
packed with spectators 
from all over the tri-state 
area. They either watched 
from the rails of an elevat-
ed running track above the 
action or thronged the gym 
floor, forming human rings 
around the matches.

Juan Jimenez runs a 
Jamaica school called Born 

to Win Martial Arts, and 
was refereeing some of the 
fights.

He says both young and 
old can benefit from learn-
ing traditional martial arts 
— even 4-year-olds.

“It’s about a way of 
life,” he said, echoing sev-
eral coaches about the mer-

its of martial arts like dis-
cipline and focus. “If you’re 
not becoming a better per-
son, then the philosophy is 
not living within you.”

Jimenez not only 
teaches the mechanics of 
a Japanese-style karate at 
his school, he also inspects 
his students’ report cards 

and requires them to write 
essays before advancing to-
ward the rank of black belt. 
Schools in the Jamaica 
area send him troubled stu-
dents to learn self-control 
through karate and medita-
tion, he said.

Other schools that 
treat martial arts as a sport 
tout four-year black belt 
programs, but Jimenez said 
he does not promote anyone 
to black belt until they show 
they have improved their 
character as well as their 
form. One of his students 
has been studying for eight 
years without attaining the 
sought-after distinction.

“I’ve lost students be-
cause of it,” he said. “But 
the ones who have stayed 
are truly great. They un-
derstand what it means.”

Jimenez dashed off to 
award some of his students 
trophies as the matches 
wore on.

Katherine Quito, 14, is 
a student at MS 217 and said 
she enjoys studying Korean 
Tae Kwon Do for the thrill.

“I love it!” she said, 
removing her padded head-
gear after a match. “You 
can feel how exciting it is.”

Two of New York City’s 
most famous martial art-
ists, Jadi Tention and Ross 
Levine, were on hand to 
encourage the children and 
speak about the ancillary 
benefits of learning self-de-
fense. They are both karate 
world champions.

“You’re not teaching 
them violence,” Tention 
said. “You’re teaching them 
a life skill.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Devin Sanchez (l.) takes on Christian Castro during the tourna-
ment. Photo by Christina Santucci

Karate kids get kick out of free Flushing tournament
Parks Department sponsors event where tenacious tykes fi ght for fun while learning life lessons
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

Sign up to be a Walker, Team Captain, or Sponsor!  
Go to http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2013  
or call 718-281-8890 for more information.

Walk for St. Mary’s Kids and support vital programs and 
services for children with special needs and medically 
complex conditions.  Do it for the Kids!

Sunday, May 19, 2013 
Belmont Park, Elmont, NY
Registration: 9am ü Walk: 10am

9th ANNUAL WALK FOR ST. MARY’S KIDS

PRESENTED BY

S T.  M A R Y ’ S  H E A LT H C A R E  S Y S T E M  F O R  C H I L D R E N

http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2013  

BY PHIL CORSO
 
A city proposal to build 

an elementary school in the 
heart of Bayside has Com-
munity Board 11 members 
on the edge of their seats 
with concerns over conges-
tion and traffic trouble.

Christopher Persheff, 
a site selection manager for 
the city School Construc-
tion Authority, visited the 
board’s May meeting Mon-
day night to solicit commu-
nity input for the potential 
416-seat primary school to 
which residents responded 
with a resounding “no.”

After a lengthy and 
heavily attended public 
hearing at MS 158 in Bay-
side, CB 11 voted 25-3 with 
nine abstentions against 
the proposed school being 
eyed for the site now occu-
pied by Keil Bros. Garden 
Center at 210-11 48th Ave. 
The City Council will make 
the final call on the pro-
posal.

The meeting became 
so contentious at times that 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott wrote a letter 
to CB 11 Chairman Jerry 
Iannece and other board 
members, reprimanding 
them for letting the discus-
sion turn into a free-for-all. 
The chancellor said the 
proposed school was des-
perately needed to alleviate 
overcrowding in Bayside.

“Unfortunately, that’s 
not a view shared by the ag-
gressive and antagonistic 
individuals you allowed to 
threaten representatives of 
the SCA who were making 
a good faith effort at early 
engagement with the com-
munity on a crucial new 
school facility,” Walcott 
said. “One individual even 
threatened to break a SCA 
representative’s legs.”

At Monday’s meeting, 
Persheff said the School 
Construction Author-
ity started the process of 
purchasing the property 
owned by Keil Bros., which 
has been in business for 
85 years, April 15, but had 

been looking for a spot to 
construct a school in Bay-
side to alleviate overcrowd-
ing since 2008.

“There has been a need 
in this district for several 
years,” Persheff said. “It’s 
not an easy thing to find 
3,000 square feet to build a 
school. It just doesn’t hap-
pen. It’s very rare.”

Joan Casale, principal 
of PS 162 in Bayside, was 
one of two school officials 
to speak in favor of the 
proposal Monday, citing 
massive enrollment at her 
201-02 53rd Ave. elementary 
school. She said the num-
ber of enrolled students 
has grown from 681 at the 
beginning of 2011 to more 
than 715 currently.

PS 41 Principal Sari 
Latto also said overcrowd-
ing was leaving her with 
fewer options and a new 
school in Bayside would 
work to the benefit of Dis-
trict 26 students, whose 
class sizes have only grown 
in recent years.

“Most of my classes 
are now over-capped,” Lat-
to said. “We are hoping that 
the opportunity for a new 
school to be built will alle-
viate some of that.”

Persheff and colleague 
Monica Gutierrez fielded 
questions at the board 
meeting related mostly to 
the potential environmen-
tal impact on homeowners 
surrounding the property 
and how bus traffic might 
make the two-lane 48th Av-
enue more dangerous.

With each question, 
Persheff reaffirmed that an 
environmental consultant 

would be canvassing the 
neighborhood to consider 
the effects a new school 
might have on nearby 
homes, traffic flow and 
parking.

Nonetheless, most res-
idents at the meeting were 
united in their opposition 
to bringing another school 
into the same neighbor-
hood as MS 158, on nearby 
Oceania Street, and PS 31, 
off Bell Boulevard on 46th 
Road.

“This area is saturated 
with schools,” said Bayside 
activist Mandingo Tshaka. 
“We can’t stand anymore. 
It’s just no good.”

Ronald Keil, of Keil 
Bros., said a declining 
economy led the center to 
accept the city’s offer for 
purchase, but business will 
remain as scheduled for the 
2013 season. He also said 
the center would probably 
stay in the Bayside area.

“The changing nature 
of the retail business and 
increasing cost of doing 
business helped us consider 
the city’s offer,” Keil said. 
“Nothing is definite yet 
until the decision is made. 
We’re still exploring op-
tions to continue business 
in the future at a nearby 
location in Queens.”

In a question-and-
answer session, Persheff 
silenced a recurring rumor 
that the new building would 
stand as high as five sto-
ries. He said there were yet 
to be designs brought to the 
table as the SCA was still in 
its early stages, simply so-
liciting input before going 
to the drawing board.

Walcott scolds Bayside 
for rowdy school meet

Bayside resident Carol Shriver (l.) sounds off against a proposed 
school in Bayside while city School Construction Authority site se-
lector Christopher Persheff looks on. Photo by Phil Corso
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

BY JOE ANUTA

Families and residents 
gathered in Rockaway Park 
Saturday to celebrate a be-
lated Earth Day, though 
this year the event took on 
special significance.

Crowds of people 
watched the rescue of a 
ceramic dolphin from the 
churning surf, picked clean 
the carcass of a fiberglass 
whale and waited in a long 
line for tacos while enjoy-
ing music and gleaning 
information from various 
eco-organizations.

The event, sponsored 
by the city Parks Depart-
ment and the Rockaway 
Waterfront Alliance, is 
now in its seventh year, and 
typically meets weeks after 
Earth Day in April so more 
groups can attend.

“Normally we always 
do it on the boardwalk,” 
said Jeanne DuPont, direc-

tor of the alliance.
She was speaking at 

Cross Bay Boulevard and 
Shorefront Parkway, where 
construction fences encom-
passed crews slowly reas-
sembling the iconic walk-
way, which was toppled by 
Hurricane Sandy’s storm 
surge.

To be fair, the board-
walk, where DuPont typi-
cally holds the event, is 
intact farther east, but 
organizers decided to host 
it instead behind a large, 
white geodesic dome set up 
by the Museum of Modern 
Art’s satellite PS1 in Long 
Island City to highlight the 
ongoing recovery efforts.

Inside, people found 
videos and information 
about the damages the 
storm caused along with 
information about some of 
the natural wonders that 
remain intact in the sur-
rounding area.

But despite a different 
landscape, the mood at the 
event was largely the same 
as in years past, DuPont 
said.

About 30 organizations 
set up shop to offer informa-
tion on the environment, 

sporting activities and arts 
and crafts for youngsters.

One of those organiza-
tions, the Riverhead Foun-
dation for Marine Research 
and Preservation, is the 
only authorized entity to 
remove stranded mammals 

and sea turtles that wash 
up on the shores of New 
York state.

Members of the team 
showed their skills Sat-
urday by dispatching an 
8-foot fiberglass dolphin 
into the waves and bring-
ing it safely back to shore, 
according to DuPont.

Another fake mammal, 
this one made of fiberglass, 
once welcomed visitors to 
the boardwalk and beach. 
The mosaic-tiled sculpture 
named Whalemina went 
the way of the boardwalk 
during the storm.

But Rockaway artist 
Geoff Rawling recovered 
pieces of the beloved crea-
ture and brought one out 
Saturday.

A cardboard sign in-
structed anyone curious 
to pluck a mosaic tile off 
Whalemina’s fiberglass 
skin since Rawling plans 
to rebuild her bigger and 

better.
Some of the families 

at the event still do not 
have a permanent place to 
live following the storm. 
Chantilly Joachim spoke 
about the recovery efforts 
as her 2-year-old daughter, 
Justina Austin, carefully 
slathered a clamshell with 
different colors of paint at a 
crafts table.

The two have been out 
of a home for six months 
now and have run out of 
money from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, she said.

The governmental re-
sponse has left something 
to be desired, according to 
Joachim, but the response 
of individual people has 
been tremendous.

“We never had such 
unity and support,” she 
said. “It was fabulous.”

Justina Austin, 2, readies her brush for a clam shell painting ses-
sion. Photo by Joe Anuta

Mother Nature on mend at Rockaway Park Earth Day
Seventh annual celebration signals comeback for city’s parks after Superstorm Sandy
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Most people seek out 
trees during the warm 
months as a respite from 
the sun’s rays, but not the 
Harris family in Middle 
Village.

The tree in front of 
their home on 67th Road is 
constantly full of flocks of 
birds indiscriminately fir-
ing droppings below onto 
the Harris’ house and rail-
ings, garbage cans, side-
walk and car.

Stephen Harris has 
lived in the Middle Village 
home with his wife Kath-
leen and three daughters 
Megan, Erin and Jenna 
since the mid-1990s. Each 
year their house is the 
only one on the block with 
a front porch and sidewalk 
covered in bird feces.

“They keep coming 
back here,” he said. “And 
there is nothing I can do.”

Harris said he has 
reached out to the city to 
find out how to alleviate 
the problem, but he said the 
city only answers by tell-
ing him fines will be levied 
if he trims the tree or has 
the birds removed.  He will 
also face fines if he does not 
constantly clean the birds’ 
business from the side-
walk.

“They only tell me 
what I can’t do and what I 
will be fined for,” he said. 
“The city cares more about 
the birds than they do about 
the humans.”

Harris has reached out 
to City Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), who has in turn 
contacted the city Depart-
ment of Health to find out 
whether the birds are an 
invasive species.

A spokesman for the 
councilwoman said she is 

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
The Bangladeshi com-

munity in Queens reacted 
with sadness to a garment 
factory collapse in Bangla-
desh last month that left 
hundreds dead, and an  or-
ganization that advocates 
for immigrant workers said 
the tragedy sheds light on 
the importance of creating 
better working conditions 
for laborers in the garment 
industry overseas.

“People are really up-
set,” said Monami Maulik, a 
spokeswoman for Desis Ris-
ing Up & Moving, a Jackson 
Heights-based organization 
of low-wage South Asian 
immigrant workers in New 
York. “I think it’s definitely 
a wake-up call.”

The factory collapse 
has been characterized as 
the world’s worst garment 
industry disaster, with 
more than 800 workers con-
firmed dead at press time.

It is estimated that 
more than 3,000 people 
were working in the Rana 
Plaza building near Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, many of them 
young women, when the 
factory collapsed, although 
the exact number is un-
known. The building crum-
bled soon after workers had 
noticed cracks in the walls, 
and about 2,500 people  were 
rescued from the debris.

Maulik said the col-
lapse was one of several 
disasters to befall the gar-

ment industry in Bangla-
desh. She said among the 
other tragedies are numer-
ous fires, including one at 
the Tezreen Factory last 
year that killed more than 
100 workers.

She said she hopes the 
Rana Plaza collapse will 
prompt people to put pres-
sure on the Bangladeshi 
government, factory own-
ers and corporations to pass 
laws to protect workers.

“There are so many vi-
olations in these factories,” 
she said. “It’s an ongoing 
problem.”

She said DRUM and 
other organizations are 
working to collect money 

to send to the victims’ fami-
lies in Bangladesh. She said 
DRUM is also preparing a 
campaign with other labor 
rights groups to call for bet-
ter safety standards and 
monitoring of factories.

DRUM, Alliance of 
South Asian American La-
bor, Bangladeshi American 
Advocacy Group and other 
organizations joined a vigil 
Friday led by state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) to com-
memorate those who lost 
their lives in the collapse.

Weprin called on cor-
porations that operate over-
seas to adhere to safe and 
ethical working standards.

“It is time for all Unit-
ed States-based businesses 
abroad to take a leading role 
in protecting the rights of 
the workers in Bangladesh 
and all their facilities,” he 
said.

But Kazi Fouzia, a 
member of DRUM who at-
tended the vigil, said many 
Bangladeshi people are 
shying away from putting 
pressure on business to re-
form.

“Most of the commu-
nity is not willing to hold 
the corporations account-
able,” she said through a 
translator.

Megan Harris and her father Stephen stand outside their Middle 
Village home, where bird droppings wreak havoc on their every-
day lives. Photo by Steve Mosco

Workers and army personnel use heavy machinery as they work to clear the site and recover 
bodies of victims from the rubble of a garment factory building collapse in Bangladesh. 

AP Photo/Ismail Ferdous

MidVil family faces  
feathered feces siege

Bangladeshis decry collapse
Many in boro outraged after factory crumbles, killing hundreds

Continued on Page 11
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Facing charges by 
state and federal law en-
forcement last summer, 
then state Sen. Shirley 
Huntley invited nine as-
sociates to her home — in-
cluding Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
and City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills — and secretly 
recorded conversations 
with them for the FBI, 
according to a letter un-
sealed in Brooklyn federal 
court Wednesday ahead of 
Huntley’s sentencing on 
fraud charges.

In the letter, the attor-
ney for the former 
southeast Queens 
lawmaker named 
the people Huntley 
taped and asked 
Judge Jack Wein-
stein to consider 
her cooperation with the 
authorities when handing 
down a prison term.

Weinstein, who was 
scheduled to sentence 
Huntley Thurday, ordered 
the names released. 

Loretta Lynch, the 
U.S. attorney for the East-
ern District who prosecut-
ed Huntley’s federal case, 
wrote a letter to the judge 
that said eight of the nine 
people Huntley recorded 
are currently under inves-
tigation by authorities, but 
it was not known who was 
not the target of a probe.

 Two of the people on 
the list, state Sens. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) and 
John Sampson (D-Brook-

lyn), have been charged 
with felonies.

In a memo suggesting 
a prison term of up to two 
years, Lynch said Huntley 
was less than cooperative, 
often providing contradic-
tory statements to authori-
ties.

“Under these circum-
stances, the government 
concluded that the defen-
dant could not serve as 
an effective cooperating 
witness, and therefore de-
clined to offer her a coop-
eration agreement,” Lynch 
wrote in the sentencing 

memo.
Huntley’s troubles 

came into public view 
back in December 2011, 
when two of her associ-
ates were charged by state 
Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman with em-
bezzling taxpayer money 
from the Parent Network, 
a non-profit the senator 
had steered state member 
items toward.

During the following 
spring, law enforcement 
authorities tapped Hunt-
ley’s cell phone and over-
heard her talking about 

three schemes she par-
ticipated in, according to 
Lynch’s sentencing memo.

One of those crimes 
was Huntley’s coverup 
of the embezzlement at 
the Parent Network. She 
pleaded guilty to the fraud 
in Nassau County, where 
the nonprofit was located, 
earlier this year and was 
sentenced last month to 
five years’ probation.

In another scheme no 
charges were ever filed in, 
an unnamed state senator 
set up a meeting between 
Huntley and an uniden-
tified businessman who 
wanted Huntley to use her 
influence as an elected of-
ficial to persuade the Port 
Authority to allow him 
to expand his business at 
JFK Airport. 

 The attempt was un-
successful and Huntley ad-
mitted in federal court to 
taking a $1,000 bribe from 
the businessman.

In a third plot Huntley 
admitted to covering up for 

the theft of $87,700 from an-
other non-profit, the Par-
ent Information Network, 
the crime Lynch’s office 
prosecuted. She pleaded 
guilty before Weinstein 
in February and has been 
awaiting sentencing.

When the FBI con-
fronted Huntley with what 
agents had overheard her 
talking about, she agreed 
to cooperate with the au-
thorities.

Between June and Au-
gust she photographed and 
recorded nine people at her 
home in Rochdale Village, 
including Smith, who was 
charged last month along 
with City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) and Queens Republi-
can Party Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone in a plot to 
bribe the southeast Queens 
Senator’s way on the GOP 
ticket for mayor.

She also recorded 
Sampson, who was charged 
Monday with stealing the 
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Former state Sen. Shirley Huntley is escorted by her husband Herbert (l.) as she leaves court 
Thursday. Photo by Christina Santucci

Huntley gets year plus day after wearing wire 
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Animals and their owners flocked to Alley Pond Park Sunday for Pets and Pals Day, 
which was sponsored by the Parks Department, Councilman Mark Weprin and commu-
nity groups. (Clockwise from top l.) John Senise holds Sophie, a dog up for adoption at 
Bobbi and the Strays; Splash catches an airborne tennis ball, thrown by Kevin Malone; 
Matilda, an English bulldog, rolls in the grass; Robert Miraglia gives his French bulldog 
Olive some water; youngsters Marissa Malave, 7, and Christopher Malave, 5, wave their 
arms as they go for a ride; and Lella Stosky (r.) temps bunny Rutherford with a toy. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Carnival for Critters
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
A disabled Astoria woman 

was awarded $60,000 in damages 
for mental anguish after her land-
lord refused her pleas to construct 
a wheelchair-accessible ramp in 
her building and installed video 
cameras with views of her apart-
ment apparently in retaliation for 
her request, the Queens Supreme 
Court ruled earlier this year.

The court also slapped the 
building’s owner and manager 
with a $125,000 fine, upholding 
a civil penalty originally set by 
the city Commission on Human 
Rights, which had investigated 
the case and represented the dis-
abled woman in court.

The amount is the largest civ-
il penalty to be levied by the com-
mission and upheld by a court.

The owner and manager of 
the building was also ordered to 
install a wheelchair ramp to the 
apartment.

Irene Politis has been wheel-
chair-bound since 1979, when a 
car accident left her paralyzed 
from the waist down. The only 
way she was able to get in or out of 

her first-floor apartment, at 20-17 
18th St., was if her husband, Ioan-
nis, or her son carried her up and 
down five steps.

In 2008, her husband asked 
the landlord to install a ramp so 
Politis could enter and exit on 
her own, but the landlord did not 
respond and so he contacted the 

commission.
What ensued was a legal bat-

tle in which the commission ar-
gued that the landlord would have 
been able to provide handicapped 
access to Politis’ apartment by 
converting a kitchen window into 
a door and building a ramp from 
the door to the street.

But the owner and manager 
of the building argued the task 
would have been too difficult 
and instead had offered to move 
Politis to a different apartment 
complex.

Politis rejected that offer, 
however, because it would not 
have accepted Section 8 housing 
vouchers and she wanted to stay 
in Astoria where she had ties to 
the community.

The case was heard by the 
city Office of Administrative 
Trials and Hearings, which con-
ducts administrative hearings 
for other city agencies. It said the 
commission had failed to prove 
the building owner, Marine Hold-
ing, and manager, Wen Manage-
ment, had discriminated against 
Politis and that converting the 
kitchen window into a door and 
building a ramp would have been 
an undue hardship.

But the commission, which 
is not bound by the trial office, 
rejected the decision. It levied a 
$125,000 civil penalty against the 
building owner and management 
company and awarded Politis 
damages based on her testimony 

about her experiences during the 
years after she asked her landlord 
to install a ramp to no avail.

“During said time she has 
been trapped in her home during 
a gas leak while a fire occurred 
in the apartment next to hers 
and while explosions occurred 
at a Con Edison facility within 
100 feet of her home,” Queens Su-
preme Court said the commission 
found.

The commission also said 
Marine Holding, the building 
owner, and Wen Management, 
the manager,installed two video 
cameras angled to look into Poli-
tis’ apartment in order to harass 
her in retaliation for demanding 
a ramp.

Marine  and Wen appealed the 
commission’s decision to Queens 
Supreme Court, which sided 
with the commission. It upheld 
the $125,000 fine but lowered the 
damages to $60,000 from $75,000, 
finding the original amount ex-
cessive.

The owners and manager of an Astoria apartment complex were ordered to pay 
a civil penalty and damages after a disabled woman complained of a lack of 
handicapped access to her building. Photo by Christina Santucci

Astoria woman wins fi ght for wheelchair ramp
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