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BY STEVE MOSCO

Anyone taking a spin 
on a recently refurbished 
carousel in Woodhaven 
might soon be doing so on 
an official city landmark.

The Forest Park Car-
ousel took it first turn at 
receiving the honorable 

designation this week as 
the city Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission voted 
to hold a public meeting on 
the carousel’s status — the 
first step in the landmark-
ing process, according to a 
commission spokeswoman.

But the operators of 
the carousel are not twirl-

ing with delight at the 
prospect of becoming a 
landmark, mostly because 
they do not know what that 
status would mean for the 
day-to-day operations of 
the ride.

“If it is good for the 
community and good for 

BY PHIL CORSO

After hearing the city proposal to address 
overcrowding with a new elementary school in 
the heart of Bayside, Community Board 11 mem-
bers renewed an old battle to bring back a school 
in Auburndale their district once had.

Instead of building onto the 48th Avenue prop-

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Bloomberg administra-

tion probably will be tapping 
a state lawmaker from outside 

Queens to carry a state bill allow-
ing the United States Tennis As-
sociation to expand its Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park facility.

At a news conference earlier 

this week the mayor also alluded 
to where Major League Soccer 
would find replacement green-
space should its proposal to site 
a 25,000-seat soccer field in the 

same park successfully obtain ap-
provals from the city.

In order for the USTA to ex-
pand its 42-acre footprint of the 
Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Center by 0.68 acres and perform 
renovations — a proposal that is 
currently under the city’s land-
use review procedure — a strip 
of land needs to be transferred 
from city ownership to the asso-
ciation’s lease in a process called 
alienation.

Parkland alienation involves 
many steps, but eventually re-
quires a state bill to be passed in 
both the state Assembly and the 
state Senate. Typically, the bills 
are sponsored by the lawmakers 
whose districts encompass the 
park to be leased or sold. In this 
case, those lawmakers are Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-Corona).

Aubry has said he would 
sponsor the legislation and sup-
port the project provided the 
USTA meets a set of conditions. 
Peralta has not decided if he is for 
or against the project, but said he 

BY RICH BOCKMANN AND KAREN 
FRANTZ

 
A Queens man who alleg-

edly let his 5-year-old daughter 
run around Ditmars Park with 
an illegal BB gun was arraigned 
on charges of reckless endanger-
ment last Friday, the district at-
torney said, and an Astoria leg-
islator said the father made the 
situation worse by allegedly re-
sisting arrest.

“It should have resulted, I 
believe, in an arrest and a slap on 
the wrist,” said City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria). “But 
apparently he resisted arrest and 
now I’m not sure what’s going to 
happen.”

With his two young children 
in tow, 54-year-old Zbigniew Paw-
lowski allegedly brought two BB 
guns to Ditmars Park around 
11:30 a.m. May 7, loaded the guns 
with plastic pellets and began 
shooting them at a tree, according 
to Queens DA Richard Brown.

Pawlowski then allegedly 
handed the BB guns to his chil-
dren and let them fire off a few 

BB gun incident  
spooks parents 
at Ditmars Pk

Bayside wants to bring PS130

back to district to fi ght crowding

Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17

Continued on Page 17 Continued on Page 17

Carousel may be landmarked

Queens pols back off USTA bill
City may ask Brooklyn GOP senator to push legislation after Peralta declines

Queens Parks Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski rides the Forest Park carou-
sel. Photo by Christina Santucci

KITTY PLUCKED FROM PERIL

Luna (l.) sits with his brother Artemus. The wandering black-and-white feline was spotted in an Oakland Gardens 
tree and was rescued along with his would-be liberator, a police officer, by firefighters. See story on Page 9. 

Photo courtesy Vivian Yun
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www.pregnancyforlifenyc.org

you can
change a

child’s future.

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
They’re neither judge 

nor jury, but if they were, 
they’d lock ’em up.

Days after the revela-
tion that former state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley secretly 
recorded some of her fellow 
politicians launched a new 
wave of headlines, a crowd 
in St. Albans voted on a de-
bate about whether corrup-
tion or conspiracy played a 
role in the focus on black 
leaders — and the outcome 
was not favorable to elected 
officials. 

“We have 24 hands for 
conspiracy and 27 hands 
for corruption,” Tameek 
Hogan, a staffer in the of-
fice of Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Jamaica) announced to 
applause late Friday night 
at the Black Spectrum The-
atre.

Sanders, who defeated 
Huntley in her Senate re-
election bid after she was 
charged with covering up 
an embezzlement scam 
last year, scheduled the 
debate in-between the time 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Jamaica) was charged in a 
bribery plot and Sen. John 
Sampson (D-Brooklyn) — 
whom Huntley recorded 
along with Smith, Sen. 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) — 
was charged with stealing 
more than $400,000 to fund 
a failed bid for district at-
torney.

In deference to those 
who had yet to have their 
day in court, Sanders set a 
ground rule that the debat-
ers were not to mention any 
southeast Queens politi-
cian by name, and said the 
event was not a “cut-up job” 
of any elected official.

“We are in the midst 
of seeing an unprecedented 
attack of one type or an-
other. We have to figure out 
what is the nature of this 
attack,” he said. “Is it cor-
ruption has overtaken the 

whole district — the whole 
area — and it needs to be 
rooted out? Or is it there’s 
a conspiracy, and if that’s 
the case, we need to look it 
in the eye and deal with it 
straightforward.”

The conspiracy team 
likened the recent scan-
dals to a “political stop-
and-frisk,” arguing white 
leaders can get away with 
things minority leaders 
cannot.

“We have 28 [sena-
tors] that are Democratic, 
14 of which are minorities, 
10 of which have had their 
names linked to allega-
tions,” said debater Paul 
Nichols. “I’m glad to see 
[the others are] completely 
pure and pristine.”

Nichols disclosed at 
the beginning of the debate 
that he is Sanders’ chief of 
staff and was expressing 
his own opinions.

On the corruption 
side, Terry De Mendonca, 
founder of a nonprofit that 
helps youths with criminal 
records, argued that race 
should not be an issue.

“We all know that 
racism is present; that’s 
neither here nor there. My 
question is, ‘When does the 

African-American commu-
nity start to take respon-
sibility for their actions?’” 
she asked. “If you do some-
thing wrong, you’re cor-
rupt. Because you got 
caught doesn’t make it a 
conspiracy.”

Richard Washington, 
an attorney and former 
prosecutor, pointed out that 
the accused were innocent 
until proven guilty.

“A lot of the people 
who have been the topic 
of this entire debate, that 
means as we sit here right 
now, they’re innocent,” he 
said. “You can indict a ham 
sandwich.”

“The fact that it’s al-
ready presumed that they 
are [guilty] just shows you 
the strength and the power 
of the conspiracy that we’ve 
been talking about,” Wash-
ington added.

For his part, Sanders 
said he thought the truth 
lay somewhere in the mid-
dle of both sides, pointing 
out it is up to informed vot-
ers to stem corruption.

“You can’t hold a per-
son responsible if you don’t 
know what they’re sup-
posed to be doing,” he said.

State Sen. James Sanders asks the crowd at the Black Spectrum 
Theatre whether the corruption or the conspiracy debate team 
was more persuasive. Photo by Rich Bockmann

SE Queens examines 
corruption scandals
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Community Board 7 
committee switched its vote 
at the 11th hour Monday to 
approve the $3 billion Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
project, hours before the 
full board followed suit.

CB 7 gave the green 
light to the controversial 
proposal by a vote of 22-18 
— nine members were ei-
ther absent or left early — 
though the approval came 
with a list of conditions and 
commitments from the city 
and the developers.

“We want to go on re-
cord with what we want,” 
CB 7 Vice Chairman Chuck 
Apelian said to the board, 
indicating that they wanted 
the city to set aside money 
for ramps off the Van Wyck 
Expressway and make traf-
fic improvements before 
opening the first part of the 
development.

The Queens Develop-
ment Group, consisting of 

Related Cos. and Sterling 
Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, 
was selected to carry out a 
portion of the city’s 2008 re-
development plan to clean 
up toxic soil within 23 acres 
of the Iron Triangle. The 
group will then be able 

to build a new, mixed-use 
neighborhood on the site.

Had the developers 
stuck to that plan, no fur-
ther approvals would have 
been necessary for them to 
break ground.

But the joint ven-
ture decided to construct 

a 1.4-million-square-foot 
mall to the west of Citi 
Field on parkland leased 
to the Mets, in what land 
use lawyers for the group 
characterized as an essen-
tial component in making 
the project economically 
viable.

“What you won’t hear 
from anyone here tonight 
with development experi-
ence is another plan to 
clean up Willets Point,” 
lawyer Ethan Goodman 
told the board. “This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity.”

The city Economic 
Development Corp., which 
is facilitating the develop-
ment of the project, lauded 
the decision in a state-
ment.

“This community 
board vote is an important 
step towards transforming 
Willets Point and building 
a new mixed-income neigh-
borhood that will create 
thousands of jobs and bil-
lions in investment,” said 
EDC Executive Director 
Kyle Kimball.

The joint venture’s 
proposal now moves to the 
borough president’s office 
before landing at the De-
partment of City Planning 
and then the City Council 

for a vote.
But Benjamin Haber, a 

Queens activist opposed to 
the plan, called Goodman’s 
presentation a “Hollywood 
script” and urged the board 
to strike down the proposal 
and ward off untold traffic 
horrors and avoid building 
a mall on parkland.

The board’s Land Use 
Committee had initially 
voted down a motion to ap-
prove the proposal May 8 
by a vote of 7-2. But some-
time afterward, Apelian 
had discussions with the 
developers and city.

As a result of those dis-
cussions, the committee re-
ceived a list of written com-
mitments Monday from the 
joint venture and Deputy 
Mayor for Economic Devel-
opment Robert Steel when 
members reconvened an 
hour before the full board 
meeting.

CB 7 approves $3B Willets Point project
Bloomberg’s massive development plan now heads to borough president for her consideration

Members of CB 7’s land use committee meet before changing their vote to approve the Willets Point 
development project. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
 Queensbridge Park’s seawall 

is getting a makeover that many 
residents and elected officials are 
saying is long overdue.

The seawall as it stands 
now is crumbling, with some ar-
eas sunken into the ground and 
tree roots bursting through the 
cracks. The waterfront is blocked 
off by a chain link fence, marring 
the otherwise impressive view of 
the Manhattan skyline and the 
Queensborough Bridge.

But several city, state and 
federal legislators, city Parks 
Department officials and com-
munity activists gathered at the 
park Friday to announce that 
after a multi-year battle, the city 
is breaking ground on a restora-
tion and improvement project of 
the seawall that will beautify the 
waterfront.

“Remember how beautiful 
it was to walk on warm summer 

nights and see the water rolling 
back. Remember children playing 
in all the park, not being afraid 
to walk in certain parts of the 
park?” said Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), evok-
ing the park’s past glory before 
the seawall deteriorated.

“Today we begin restoring 
this park to what it used to be,” 
he said.

Van Bramer was joined at the 
news conference by U.S. Rep. Car-
olyn Maloney (D-Astoria), Coun-
cil Speaker Christine Quinn (D-
Manhattan), state Sen. Michael 

Gianaris (D-Astoria), Borough 
President Helen Marshall, Parks 
Commissioner Veronica White 
and others.

Van Bramer was instrumen-
tal in securing funding for the 
restoration project, which will 
cost $6.65 million and is expected 
to be completed next summer. 
The city Economic Development 
Corp. will manage the project.

The new waterfront will in-
clude a 6-foot-wide promenade 
with benches and plantings and 
a wharf at the north end. Large 
rocks, which will absorb and de-
flect waves and slow down ero-
sion,  will be used to protect the 
shoreline, .

Maloney said the restoration 
of the seawall will not only help 
beautify the waterfront but will 
help to protect city infrastruc-
ture. She said a deteriorating sea-
wall allows water to corrode elec-
trical equipment for the F train 
that runs under the park.

“All those delays on the F 
train [are]  coming from this sea-
wall,” she said.

She also said the seawall will 
help to protect the city against the 
effects of climate change, which 
the city felt during Hurricane 
Sandy.

The congresswoman said the 
fight to get the restoration project 
green-lighted was a years-long 
process. She first formed a task 
force in 2002 with Marshall to 
look at repairing the seawall, and 
after some struggle the federal 
government was expected to com-
plete the project.

But in 2005 the city said it 
wanted to handle the project yet 
stalled for five years.

“Our young people are go-
ing to be able to break down that 
fence and enjoy the waterfront,” 
she said. “And we’ve all be work-
ing on this for a long, long, long 
time.”

City breaks ground for Queensbridge seawall

City officials wield shovels to celebrate the ceremonial groundbreaking of the 
Queensbridge Park’s seawall restoration. Photo by Karen Frantz
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Angela Hines believes 
all young women should 
feel like a princess on prom 
night and she is doing her 
part to make that come 
true.

The Far Rockaway res-
ident organized and hosted 
Queens of Far Rockaway at 
the Action Center, at 57-10 
Beach Channel Drive, last 
week, an event allowing 
victims of Superstorm San-
dy to walk away with a free 
prom dress, shoes and ac-
cessories, including purses, 
jewelry and makeup tips.

The founder and di-
rector of Project Window, 
a nonprofit that provides 
girls in low-income hous-
ing projects with opportu-
nities to reach their full 
potential, Hines said many 
families are still displaced 
following the storm.

And some parents 
might not be able to pay 
for prom necessities while 
also shelling out money for 
storm repair.

“Parents are spending 
a lot of time working on 
rebuilding, but what about 
the kids?” Hines asked. 
“We want to make sure all 
girls feel special on prom 
night.”

Dozens of young wom-
en from throughout the 
Rockaways came to the 
event looking for that spe-
cial dress. Tanya Saunders, 
of Far Rockaway, emerged 
from behind her changing 
screen with a flowing blue 
dress, drawing applause 
from her friends and on-
lookers.

“This is the one,” Saun-
ders said as she headed over 
to the shoe table to find a 
perfectly matching pair of 
heels. “It’s beautiful.”

Hines said Project 

Window received hundreds 
of dress donations from 
stores, including Manhat-

tan’s Kleinfeld Bridal and 
KiKi D’s in New Jersey.

Arielle Ortiz, a volun-

teer with Project Window, 
said Hurricane Sandy un-
derscored the need for an 
event like this in Far Rock-
away. She said young people 
in the area need something 
positive and uplifting to fo-
cus on as the adults work 
on getting everyday life 
back to normal.

“It’s OK for them to be 
glamorous today,” she said. 
“This is all about them. 
And we are here to help 
them find the perfect dress 
for the perfect night.”

Carlesha Murray, also 
from Far Rockaway, lit up 
when she found her dress 
and shyly smiled from ear 
to ear. The look on her face 
was a sight that Harris said 
is exactly why she decided 
to undertake this dress 
giveaway.

It is part of Hines’ 
broader mission with Proj-
ect Window, which was her 
response to a growing num-

ber of young people in Far 
Rockaway failing school,  
joining gangs and abusing 
drugs and alcohol. The or-
ganization forms partner-
ships with schools, commu-
nity centers and parents in 
Far Rockaway, which refer 
girls to the program.

Hines said the pro-
gram — and the prom dress 
giveaway — helps girls be-
lieve there is more to life 
than what they see through 
their windows.

“To see them smile 
and to see them feeling 
beautiful, which they are, it 
is why I’m here right now,” 
said Harris, who works as 
a staff attorney with the 
Legal Aid Society. “Every 
girl deserves to have a sto-
rybook prom experience.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Carlesha Murray beams after finding the perfect dress to wear to 
her prom. Photo by Steve Mosco

Rockaway teens play dress up in prom gown giveaway
Project Window hosts dozens of girls and allows them to freely pick pretty outfi ts for special night

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Downtown Jamaica, 

which at one time was 
the retail shopping hub of 
Queens and Nassau coun-
ties, may soon have a ma-
jor department store that 
community and business 
leaders are hoping will re-
turn the area to its former 
glory.

The Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp. last 
week unveiled plans for 
a project that would cre-
ate a 160,000-square-foot 
space large enough to lure 
a modern big box retailer 
to 168th Street.

“Thirty-five years ago 
and more, when Jamaica 
was the prime retail cen-
ter for Queens, Brooklyn, 
Nassau County and be-
yond, we enjoyed three of 
what were then among the 
major department stores 
in the Northeast,” Greater 
Jamaica President Carl-
isle Towery said. “The re-

turn of this big format new 
department store,  by one 
of the region’s foremost re-
tail developers, is concrete 
evidence that Jamaica has 
once again turned the cor-
ner of economic recovery, 

retail strength and a ma-
jor regional transporta-
tion hub.”

Although a retailer 
has not yet been identified, 
Greater Jamaica said the 
developer, the Blumenfeld 

Development Group, has 
a strong track record of at-
tracting big names such as 
Target and Costco.

At its height during 
the post-war years, Ja-
maica boasted three major 

department stores: Mays, 
Gertz and the first Macy’s 
store outside Manhattan 
in what is now the Jamai-
ca Colosseum Mall.

But socioeconomic 
factors led to the overall 
decline of the shopping 
district, and by the late 
1970s all three retail gi-
ants had left.

Efforts such as the 
Jamaica Center Business 
Improvement’s fashion 
show, which returns for a 
second year June 1 at the 
Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center, have tried to dispel 
negative perceptions of the 
area and rebrand it as a 
destination that will draw 
shoppers from all over the 
metropolitan area.

The Blumenfeld De-
velopment Group, which 
has not yet signed a lease 
for the new construction, 
hopes to capitalize on the 
district’s potential, which 
is driven in part by a high 
degree of connectivity 

through several subway 
lines and the Long Island 
Rail Road.

“There is enormous 
economic potential in the 
Jamaica business district 
and we are enthusiastic 
about the opportunity to 
participate in the commu-
nity’s growth,” partner 
David Blumenfeld said.

Greater Jamaica said 
the project will create a 
parking garage with ca-
pacity for 500-plus spots 
and the $50 million project 
will create 180 jobs during 
construction as well as 400 
permanent jobs.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) played 
a role in bringing the two 
business partners togeth-
er, and he said more down-
town development news is 
on the way.

The Blumenfeld Development Group has plans for a 160,000-square-foot building that could attract a 
big-box retailer to downtown Jamaica. Rendering courtesy Gentsler

Major retailer may be headed to downtown Jamaica

Visit us online at
www.TimesLedger.com 
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Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The operator of a cen-

tury-old Fresh Meadows 
horse stable needs to either 
pony up $60,000 soon or ride 
into the sunset. 

The owner of the prop-
erty, the Western Riding 
Club, plans to finalize a sale 
Sunday to an unidentified 
third party, according to 
his lawyer, Jeff Schwartz.

A group of civic leaders 
and state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) gathered last 
week to show support for 
the anachronistic oddity, 
which was grandfathered 
into the current zoning 
laws.

Avella has filed an 
application with the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission seeking to 
get the small stable land-
marked for its historic val-
ue. It was already rejected 
once for what the commis-

sion deemed a lack of archi-
tectural integrity, but if the 
commission considers the 
second request, the stable 
cannot be torn down. That 
may not help the current 
tenant, however.

Joy Tirado, who oper-
ates the stable, is trying 
to stop the sale by collect-
ing signatures for support, 
drumming up the $60,000 
deposit and then exercis-
ing the right of first refusal 
outlined in her lease.

But she admits it is a 
long shot.

“Everyone is sad to see 
it in jeopardy. With 10 busi-
ness days to come up with a 
down payment, it’s highly 
unlikely,” said Tirado, who 
only pays the $600 to $700 in 
rent each month with the 
help of family and friends.

Theoretically Tirado 
would have to make a firm 
offer by Sunday, pay the 
$60,000 at the signing of 

the contract then a total of 
$800,000 by closing in Au-
gust to take control of the 
5,246-square-foot property, 
which contains a small 
area for the horses to run, 
the stable and a house. If 
she does not come up with 
the money by Sunday, 
though, she has 60 days to 
vacate the property.

She said the loss of 
the stable, which currently 
houses seven horses and is 
located at 169-38 Pidgeon 
Meadow Road, would be a 
loss for the community.

“We’ve had kids here 
from Day 1 who still come 
back. We have senior citi-
zens who come here, and 
have cancer patients who 
started coming here after 
their treatments . Basically, 
what we do here is we teach 
to love [the horses] and re-
spect them with a gentle 
hand.”

Fresh Mdws horse stable
set for sale over weekend 

Tex the horse gallops in front of a sign advertising his specialty. Photo by Joe Anuta
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BY PHIL CORSO

Long-awaited con-
struction at Little Bay 
Park has forced the city 
to reroute buses around 
northeast Queens through 
residential streets and near 
area elementary schools for 
the next year, and State As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) wants that 
changed.

The temporary chang-
es affect the Q13 and Q16 
routes near Fort Totten 
and Bay Terrace, accord-
ing to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
where construction bars 
buses from hitting their 
regular stops. Both buses 
run between Fort Totten 
and Flushing.

Braunstein met at Fort 
Totten Tuesday with com-
munity leaders and agency 
representatives to consider 
any alternatives for the 
rerouted buses. He said 
the goal was to keep Fort 

Totten as a turn-around 
point even despite any con-
struction in the area so the 
routes would not be so dras-
tically changed.

The reroutes went into 
effect Wednesday and will 
continue for about a year.

After years of waiting, 
the city broke ground on a 
new Little Bay Park comfort 
station project last month, 
closing the area parking 
lot and leaving nearby resi-
dents worried over where 
the summer traffic might 
divert. The $5 million proj-
ect also includes an ex-
panded 100-car parking lot 
and should be finished by 
fall 2014, the city Parks De-
partment said.

MTA plans showed 
that the Q13 will have six 
stops discontinued: five 
along Bell Boulevard and 
one on Totten Avenue at the 
Cross Island Parkway. A 
new stop for the route was 
drawn near 212th Street 
and 16th Avenue.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The lawyer hired to file 

a $1.4 million suit against 
Guardian Angels founder 
Curtis Sliwa and former 
state Assemblywoman Me-
linda Katz vowed to inves-
tigate whether the couple’s 
two children were really 
conceived via in-vitro fer-
tilization while the beret-
wearing crime fighter was 
still married.

“I’ve heard something 
about frozen sperm,” said 
attorney Paul Siegert. 
“We’ll find out about that.”

Siegert is representing 
Sliwa’s third wife Mary, 
who has accused the love-
birds of both having an 
extramarital affair and si-
phoning nearly half a mil-
lion dollars from the Sliwa 
household to Katz through 
inflated child support pay-
ments, according to the suit 
filed in Manhattan civil 
court.

Katz is currently run-
ning for borough president 
on the Democratic ticket 
against six other contend-
ers.

Her campaign dis-
missed the litigation and 
accused Mary Sliwa of be-
ing an opportunist.

“This is a sad, frivo-
lous lawsuit. Unfortunately, 
it is an attempt to publicly 
rehash a long-ago settled 
divorce by using a politi-
cal campaign for leverage,” 
said George Arzt, a spokes-

man for Katz. “Given the 
personal and family nature 
of the situation, we won’t be 
commenting further.”

The suit refers to 
Sliwa as an “inveterate, 
world-class liar” and goes 
into great detail about al-
leged instances where the 
Guardian Angel told his 
wife he would be sleeping 
at the Empire State Build-
ing, where he hosted a talk 
show, but actually met for 
illicit trysts with Katz.

Siegert did not elabo-

rate about how the plaintiff 
knew of the exact times and 
dates of the alleged infideli-
ties.

The suit also alleges 
that Sliwa and Katz con-
spired to conceive children 
via artificial insemination 
and then “drain marital as-
sets” so Sliwa could leave 
his third wife for the bor-
ough president candidate. 
The crime fighter allegedly 
gave Katz $8,000 a month, 
several times the standard 
child support payment, the 

suit said. At one point, the 
money sent to Katz was 
taken from an account 
designed to help Sliwa’s 
special-needs child with 
Mary Sliwa, according to 
the suit.

Siegert said Tuesday 
that his team planned to 
investigate if the in-vitro 
claims were true.

In 2008, while Katz was 
running for city comptrol-
ler, she revealed that she 
was several months preg-
nant with a child conceived 
via in-vitro fertilization.

“I did this purely 
through modern technolo-
gy. It was done in a doctor’s 
office. It was done at my 
wish and my desire,” she 
told the New York Post in 
April 2008, shortly before 
her 43rd birthday.

Katz told reporters 
she had struggled through 
health issues, including 
having an ovary removed 
in 1998, and had tried sev-
eral fertility treatments.

She kept the identity of 
the donor a secret, even af-
ter she conceived a second 
son in 2011.

But in April 2012, four 
months before announcing 
her borough presidency 
campaign, Katz and Sliwa, 
59, invited the Post into 
their Forest Hills home for 
a lengthy, sit-down inter-
view to explain how they 
met and the backstory of 
how their children were 
born.

A vacant bus stop near Fort Totten in Bayside is one of many af-
fected by a city reroute as construction at Little Bay Park pro-
gresses. Photo by Phil Corso

Melinda Katz holds her two children as partner Curtis Sliwa looks 
on in the background.

Q13, Q16 rerouted 
near Little Bay Park

Sliwa, Katz sued over kids
Guardian Angel’s ex-wife claims he gave partner big child support
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

A vacant lot that has been an 
eyesore for Elmhurst residents 
for decades is getting a makeover 
as a community garden, thanks 
to a number of youngsters who 
belong to a nearby church group.

“They’re helping to make 
my block nicer and better,” said 
Jennifer Chu, a resident who has 
lived near the lot, at the corner of 
Manilla Street and Kneeland Av-
enue, for nearly 30 years and who 
is helping to coordinate the beau-
tification project.

She said the lot, owned by a 
retired lawyer who now lives in 
Florida, had become a dumping 
ground and at one point was used 
for the illegal parking of cars. She 
said it has been a mess for as long 
as she can remember.

Other residents said the lot 
was also overgrown with weeds 
and tall grass.

“It was a dump,” said one res-
ident, Julian, who did not want to 

give his last name.
But Chu said the Young Gov-

ernors, a youth development pro-
gram that is part of the Elmhurst-
based  New Life Community 
Development Center, decided to 
clean up the lot after talking 
with residents about community 
needs.

“They thought it would be 
good to turn this empty lot into a 
community garden,” Chu said.

The youths contacted the lot’s 
owner, who gave them permission 
to transform the 0.57-acre space.

So now instead of litter, the 
lot is home to a greenhouse and 
six garden beds in which toma-
toes, basil, eggplant and other 
herbs and vegetables have been 
planted.

The Young Governors do-
nate food from the garden to the 
New Life CDC Food Pantry. Some 
of the beds are also reserved for 
families that live in the commu-
nity, several of whom are apart-
ment dwellers.

Chu said the beds particu-
larly benefit people who live on 
higher floors in apartment build-
ings and do not have access to a 
backyard.

“If you just want to grow 
some tomatoes or some herbs, you 

don’t have the ability to do that,” 
she said.

The effort has been ongo-
ing, and the Young Governors 
started working on the lot on a 
smaller scale last summer. But a 
large push came after the youths 

won a $1,000 grant from the Citi-
zens Community of New York for 
a neighborhood beautification 
project. As part of a condition of 
the grant, the youngsters were re-
quired to use the money in a one-
day event that required at least 20 
people to participate.

So on April 27 the Young Gov-
ernors held an Elmhurst Garden 
Beautification Day and invited 
the local community to come out 
and help clean up the lot and start 
planting.

Chu said she was hoping at 
least 30 people would show up to 
help, but was pleasantly surprised 
when more than 100 turned out.

She said future plans for the 
garden include constructing ad-
ditional garden beds and install-
ing a fence for protection.

The enthusiastic resident 
said the community loves the lot’s 
new look.

“They say it looks great,” she 
said. “And that means a lot.”

Six garden beds that have been planted with vegetables and herbs now adorn a 
vacant lot in Elmhurst. Photo by Karen Frantz

Elmhurst eyesore transformed into community garden
Young Governors youth group spearheads effort to beautify land residents say has long been neglected
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Communities in the 
Rockaways and other 
neighborhoods in Queens 
hard-hit by Hurricane San-
dy will soon start to receive 
the first wave of aid from a 
congressional storm relief 
package after the federal 
government approved the 
city’s plan to spend nearly 
$1.8 billion to help New 
Yorkers rebuild the money. 

“We’re going to see 
that this Sandy relief mon-
ey starts flowing to hom-
eowners and businesses as 
soon as possible,” said May-
or Michael Bloomberg at a 
news conference announc-
ing the federal approval of 
the city’s plan last week.

The Community De-
velopment Block Grants, 
which Congress approved 
in a $51 billion aid package 
in January, are more flex-
ible than other sources of 
recovery funding, such as 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Administration 
aid or insurance payments.

Under the city’s plan, 
$648 million will be spent 
on housing recovery, $293 
million on business recov-
ery and $831 million on in-
frastructure and resiliency 
programs.

The money for hous-
ing recovery will be used 
for funding reconstruction 
of homes and multi-family 
buildings, making public 
housing better able to han-
dle storms or other natural 
disasters  and providing 

rental assistance for up to 
24 months for displaced 
families. Business recov-
ery dollars will be used 
for providing loans of up 
to $150,000 and matching 
grants of up to $60,000 to 
business owners  and fund-
ing two competitions for 
ideas for spurring econom-
ic development and develop-
ing resilient technologies.

Homeowners and 
business owners who ap-
ply for loans or grants will 
be assigned a specialist or 
account manager to help 
guide them through the 
process.

“We’re not going to 
leave you out there with a 
bunch of forms, we’re go-
ing to give you a real hu-
man being that can guide 
you through a process,” 
Bloomberg said.

Bloomberg said he will 
announce in the coming 
weeks when and how peo-
ple can register to receive 
housing grants, 
loans and rental 
assistance. Busi-
ness owners seek-
ing loans and grants may 
begin applying May 20.

“The money is very 
close to being ready to go 
out the door,” Bloomberg 
said.

The city will also use 
the federal money to repair 
infrastructure damaged 
in the storm and invest in 
making the city more re-
sistants  to future floods 
and the impacts of climate 
change.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Not only did Hurri-
cane Sandy wipe out some 
homes in the Rockaways, 
it also compromised many 
of the resources residents 
need to help with the recov-
ery process.

One of those resources 
returned to the neighbor-
hood last week, as the Rock-
away Social Security office 
opened the doors to its re-
vamped and rehabilitated 
facility, at 113-06 Rockaway 
Beach Blvd.

“The reopening of the 
Rockaway Social Security 
field office will restore our 
service to residents of the 
Rockaway Peninsula, many 
of whom were severely im-
pacted by Superstorm San-
dy,” Acting Commissioner 
of Social Security Carolyn 
Colvin said. “The return of 
the Social Security office to 
the Rockaways represents 

the federal gov-
ernment’s ongo-
ing commitment 
to our communi-

ties.”
Serving the commu-

nities of Arverne, Breezy 
Point, Broad Channel, 
Edgemere, Far Rockaway 
and Rockaway Park, the 
Social Security office was 
on the front lines facing 
Sandy’s wrath in October.

Since the storm, resi-
dents looking to apply for 
social security aid, supple-
mental security income and 
the Medicare Prescription 
Drug Program had to make 
the trip to the nearest loca-
tion in Jamaica or to the 
office of City Councilwom-
an Michele Titus (D-Far 
Rockaway), who allowed 
the administration to use 
her office as a temporary 
regional headquarters.

It sustained millions 
of dollars in damage to the 
floor, walls and everything 
in-between. John Shall-
man, regional communica-
tions director of the U.S. 
Social Security Adminis-
tration , said the building’s 
frame was basically the 
only thing that could be sal-

vaged.
“Everything you see 

here right now is new,” said 
Shallman. “After seven 
months of cleaning, sweep-
ing and gutting, Social 
Security services have re-
turned to the Rockaways.”

Helping to welcome 
residents back to the Rock-
away office was a group 
of young musicians from 
PS 317, the Waterside Chil-
dren’s Studio School, at 190 
Beach 110th St. in Rockaway 
Park. Music teacher Gary 
Heimbauer led the youthful 
musicians in compositions 
written by the children in a 
song writing class.

One of those children, 
fourth-grader Olivia Rem-
mert, sang an emotional 
song she wrote about the 
night Sandy roared into the 
city. Heimbauer said the 
children at Waterside used 
music as a healthy way to 
deal with the devastation.

“Music is such an 
amazing way to deal with 
emotions,” he said. “They 
took all of those feelings 
and put them to song.”

Beatrice Disman, So-
cial Security’s regional 
commissioner, had a hard 
time dealing with her feel-
ings the night Sandy struck. 
Disman was thousands of 
miles away in Munich, Ger-
many, hearing piecemeal 
details about the storm 
through text messages.

“All I could think about 
was my Rockaway fam-
ily and the neighborhood 
surrounding our office,” 
she said. “I heard about 
the fires in Rockaway and 
there I was out of the coun-
try, stranded, with nothing 
I could do.”

Disman said immedi-
ately upon returning home, 
she looked into ways to pro-
vide Social Security service 
to those in need. She was 

able to work with the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency to set up services at 
FEMA relief sites through-
out the region.

“We knew people need-
ed Social Security,” she 
said, adding that employ-
ees affected by the storm 
worked diligently to help, 
even though they faced 
their own post-Sandy cri-
sis. “I never doubted that 
we would come back and 
rebuild this office.”

After months mired 
in the dark dankness, the 
now-bright and clean office 
returned to normal and 
welcomed residents just as 
it did before the storm hit. 
It was a sight Titus was 
thrilled to see.

“After all the devasta-
tion and the slow recovery, 
to see children singing in 
this building — it is hard 
to hold back the tears,” she 
said.

Officials cut the ribbon and welcome customers back to the Rockaway Social Security office after 
millions of dollars in hurricane repairs. Photo by Steve Mosco

The federal government approves the city’s plan to 
spend $1.77 billion in Hurricane Sandy recovery initiatives. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Social Security snaps back
Rockaway offi ce returns after superstorm destroyed premises

Sandy aid set to fl ow 
to hard-hit borough 

Students from PS 137 sing about Hurricane Sandy recovery at the reopening of the Social Security of-
fice in the Rockaways Photo by Steve Mosco

SUPERSTORM 
SANDY
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9The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

LOBSTER
SPECIAL

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 5/31/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$22+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
5/31/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY PHIL CORSO

After hearing about 
her elusive feline’s es-
capades on the news, an 
Oakland Gardens woman 
was reunited with her cat 
Wednesday at a Bayside an-
imal hospital but not with-
out a frantic search.

Vivian Yun last saw 
her year-old black-and-
white cat Luna Sunday 
night before noticing he 
had disappeared the next 
day.

“I thought he was out-
side playing or something,” 
Yun said. “I came back 
home Monday and saw he 
was nowhere to be found.”

By Monday evening, 
news reports told the tale 
of a cat stranded in a tree 
across the street from PS 
213 on 67th Avenue and 
213th Street, which caused 
NYPD Officer Dane Natto 
to become stuck in the 
limbs himself while trying 
to rescue him.

Natto, left stranded 
in front of a crowd of el-
ementary school students, 
needed his partner to call 
in for assistance to get him 
and the cat out of the tree. 
It took the Fire Department 
to use its ladder and bucket 
to end the half-hour ordeal 
and free them both once 
and for all, the New York 
Post reported.

By the end of the day, 
Yun’s friends and relatives 
were calling to alert her.

“I saw the reports 
in the news and thought, 

‘That is definitely my cat,’” 
Yun said. “I had been look-
ing since Sunday and was 
thinking maybe somebody 
took him home.”

Yun spent all day Tues-
day and Wednesday trying 
to find out what happened 
to Luna after both the cat 
and officer were rescued 
Monday, but to no avail. She 
stopped at different nearby 
firehouses to ask if anyone 
knew where her cat ended 
up, but said no one could 
pinpoint where Luna was.

Finally, Yun received 
a tip after visiting the 
111th Precinct in Bay-
side Wednesday evening, 
where she was directed to 
the nearby North Shore 
Animal Hospital. Luna was 
waiting for her there.

“He’s a really friendly 
cat,” Yun said. “I was sur-
prised no one had tried to 
take him home.”

The black-and-white Luna cat is reunited with his owner days after 
officials had to remove him from a tree in Oakland Gardens. 

Photo courtesy Vivian Yun

Luna the Cat cashes in
on one of his nine lives

www.TimesLedger.com 
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Scores of legislative docu-
ments, photos and other records 
that recount the sometimes mun-
dane but other times controver-
sial history of the City Council 
are now available in an online 
database LaGuardia Community 
College unveiled last week.

The topics to sift through are 
seemingly endless. One highlight 
of the online collection includes 
text of a local law banning dis-
crimination based on sexual ori-
entation and letters in support of 
and in opposition to the bill dat-
ing from the 1970s and ’80s.

“I am quite disturbed over 
the fact that you do not stand for 
civil rights,” said one supporter 
of the bill, Alfred S. Farrugio, in 
a letter written in 1975 to then-
Council Majority Leader Thomas 
Cuite. Cuite was the most power-
ful opponent of the bill, and long 
kept it from coming to a vote.

“If one really believes in 
freedom and equality, he would 
certainly not deny a minority its 
civil rights. You know, Mr. Cuite, 
our country was founded on the 

principles of freedom and equal-
ity,” Farrugio wrote.

The Council of the City of 
New York archive collection in-
cludes more than 930,000 docu-
ments and 66,000 photographs 
that have been microfilmed, 
digitized and put online on the 
LaGuardia and Wagner Archives 
website.

Local laws are searchable by 
date and topic from 1955-2005 and 
photos of Council members date 
from the ’80s to 2007.

Dr. Richard Lieberman, di-
rector of the LaGuardia and Wag-
ner archives, said the legislative 
archive collection “represents an 
unparalleled snapshot of the leg-
islative history of America’s big-
gest city.”

He said the history of the city 
has before mostly been told from 
the mayoral point of view because 
documents chronicling the legis-
lative side were more difficult to 
access.

“This archive now makes 
it possible to tell the story of the 
New York City Council,” he said.

LaGuardia held a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony unveiling the ar-

chives in the college’s C-building, 
at 29-10 Thomson Ave. in Long Is-
land City, last Thursday.

At the event the college rec-
ognized former Council Speaker 
Peter Vallone Sr. and state As-
semblywoman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood) for their roles in 
making the collection a reality.

“From the very beginning 
both strongly believed that we 
needed to have a resource for 
Queens history in our borough,” 
said Dr. Gail O. Mellow, president 
of LaGuardia Community Col-
lege.

Vallone came up with the 
idea for an archive of Council 
documents and asked Lieberman 
in 1985 to house the collection, 
which at that time was dispersed 
in warehouses across the city. No-
lan also recently provided fund-
ing for a climate control system 
for the archives.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Past and present city officials gather for a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new 
legislative archives collection at LaGuardia Community College. 

Photo courtesy LaGuardia

LaGuardia unveils trove of City Council records online

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The city buildings 
with the highest risk of fire 
are first in line for inspec-
tions with help from a new 
technology the city Fire De-
partment is putting to use 
as the first of its kind in the 
nation.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced the 
Risk Based Inspection Sys-
tem application at a news 
conference Wednesday at 
a firehouse, at 33-51 Green-
point Ave. in Long Island 
City.

He said until the sys-
tem was installed, firefight-
ers had limited informa-
tion about how to prioritize 
buildings for inspections.

“Our new system 
changes that,” he said. 
“That means we’ll stop 
more fires before they can 
start.”

The inspection system 
ranks a building’s risk of 
fire by collecting various 

criteria about it, such as its 
age, construction material 
and whether it has a sprin-
kler system and its last date 
of inspection. The system 
also tracks buildings’ his-
tories of safety violations.

The buildings are 
scored and prioritized and 
automatically scheduled 
for inspection, and struc-
tures with violations are 
scheduled for follow-ups.

Bloomberg said the 

city is a leader in the coun-
try in using such data intel-
ligently.

“We have the informa-
tion. Why not give it to [fire-
fighters] so that they can 
be safer and have them do 

inspections where it really 
matters more?” he said.

Individual buildings 
will also have their own 
electronic folder, and infor-
mation about the buildings 
from other city agencies, 
such as the Departments of 
City Planning, Buildings, 
Environmental Protection 
and Finance, will also be 
accessible.

“What we’ve done here 
is activate more of the city’s 
brain,” said the city’s chief 
policy adviser, John Feinb-
latt. “Mining data like this 
breaks down agency barri-
ers, knits the city’s knowl-
edge together and helps us 
prevent injuries and save 
lives.”

Bloomberg said the 
technology will help the 
Fire Department drive 
down the number of fire-
related deaths in the city, 
which are already at an all-
time low.

There were 58 deaths 
from fire in the city last 

year, the lowest toll record-
ed since record-keeping 
began in 1916, Bloomberg 
said. In addition, the city 
has had fewer than 100 
fire deaths a year only 12 
times since 1916, and nine 
of those years were in the 
last decade.

The number of build-
ings that have caught on 
fire has also decreased 16 
percent citywide in the last 
11 years.

Previously, inspec-
tions were determined es-
sentially on a cyclical basis, 
although risk assessment 
was still factored in.

City firefighters in-
spect about 50,000 build-
ings for fire safety viola-
tions each year.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) lauds a new technology that helps the city Fire Department prioritize 
buildings for inspection based on risk. Photo by Karen Frantz

Bloomberg announces new fi re prevention tool
www.TimesLedger.com 

www.TimesLedger.com 
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Dozens of eateries brought their flavors to the annual Taste of Queens, held at Citi Field Tuesday. (Clockwise from top l.) Cookies are among the offerings of Rudy’s Pastry 
Shop in Ridgewood; Guillermina Mendez (c.) and Antonio Clos greet visitors to De Mole’s table; William Garcia from La Rioja in Astoria carves Serrano ham; Queens Village 
resident Melissa James came away with a blow-up cow from the event; Jose Lopez prepares a plate of guacamole and chips from La Adelita in Woodside; tiny cups from Rest-
au-Rant in Astoria are filled with sriracha soup topped with Chinese noodles, scallions and shrimp; and The Dog and Duck owners James Dolan (l.) and Padraigh Connolly (c.) 
toast with Patrick McGinty. The gastropub is in Sunnyside. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A grieving mother 

Wednesday said it took 
the death of her daughter 
for the city Department of 
Transportation to install a 
traffic light at a dangerous 
Cambria Heights intersec-
tion, but the DOT’s Queens 
commissioner said that 
was not the case.

“This is what was 
needed all along, [but it 
is] four months after the 
fact  ,” Paula Rodriguez 
said as she stood at the in-
tersection of 115th Avenue 
and 227th Street, where 
24-year-old Paulina Rodri-
guez was killed in a car ac-
cident in November.

Family members said 
Paulina was on her way 
home from the movies 
around 3 a.m. when she 
stopped at the stop sign, 
turned left and was struck 
by a speeding car.

Rodriguez said she 
has filed a wrongful death 
lawsuit against the city, 
claiming it knew the inter-
section was dangerous and 
should have done some-
thing before her daughter 

was killed.
Those who know that 

stretch of 115th Avenue 
well said it can resemble 
a speedway during rush 
hour with drivers trying to 
avoid traffic on the Cross 
Island and Belt parkways 
as well as at night with 

people heading back and 
forth between Queens and 
Nassau counties on their 
way to Merrick Boulevard 
clubs.

“Everyone knew this 
corridor was dangerous,” 
said Community Board 
13 District Manager Lar-

ry McClean, adding that 
community members had 
requested speed-mitiga-
tion measures along the 
stretch long before Rodri-
guez’s deadly accident.

A similar outcry was 
made earlier this month 
after a 7-year-old boy was 

struck by a car near a pair 
of Little League fields in 
Rosedale. Community 
members there said they 
had made requests to 
the DOT and feared they 
would only get a response 
after the worst happened.

DOT Queens Com-
missioner Delila Hall said 
it is “unfortunate it has to 
look like that,” pointing 
out that many factors go 
into deciding what kind of 
measures are appropriate 
where.

After the Cambria 
Heights accident, she said, 
the department immedi-
ately received a request 
for a traffic light study at 
the intersection, but at the 
time it did not meet the 
DOT’s criteria.

She said the depart-
ment installed the light 
after conditions along the 
roadway had changed, but 
could not recall off-hand 
the “exact tipping point” 
that led to the change.

In Rosedale, she said, 
community members had 
requested a speed bump, 
but the DOT could not 
install one because the 

roadway is traveled by city 
buses.

McClean said one 
of the problems is that if 
someone makes a speed 
bump request, the depart-
ment will study a speed 
bump and nothing else. 
He said a “traffic calming 
device” request would get 
a more thorough response 
from the DOT.

State Assembly-
woman Barbara Clark (D-
Queens Village) and City 
Councilman Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans) joined 
the Rodriguez family in 
remembering their loved 
one and urging drivers to 
take it easy on the roads.

Comrie said he will 
be introducing legislation 
requiring the NYPD to 
report the number of fa-
tal or severe hit-and-run 
incidents each year to the 
Council and to collect vid-
eo surveillance from cam-
eras near such accidents.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Paula Rodriguez (second from l.-r.) stands alongside City Councilman Leroy Comrie and state 
Assemblywoman Barbara Clark at the intersection where her daughter was killed last year. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

DOT installs Cambria Hts. light after fatality

The Big Apple Circus 
returns to Queens Sunday 
for a month of performanc-
es packed with trapeze art-
ists, synchronized cyclists 
and performing animals 
in its production of “Leg-
endarium” at Cunningham 
Park.

A slate of global per-
formers will entertain boys 
and girls of all ages in this 
nostalgic show that recalls 
another era of circus tradi-
tions.

Watch Bulgarian An-
drey Mantchev take to the 
sky in a solo trapeze act of 
mid-air flips and catches. 
From China, the all-female 
Dalian Acrobatic Troupe 
performs synchronized pos-
es while atop their bicycles. 
Russians Valeriy Sychev 
and Malvina Abakarova, 
who perform as Desire of 
Flight, defy gravity with 
soaring stunts while at-

tached to aerial straps. And 
marvel at Jenny Vidbel’s 
majestic horses, prancing 
ponies and playful pups.

Throughout the eve-
ning, the Big Apple Circus 
Band will evoke memories 
as it plays iconic music 
from the past. And the Ac-
robuffs, a husband-and-
wife clown team, will elicit 
laughs as they bring their 
brand of slapstick comedy 
to the ring.

Performances begin 
Sunday, May 19, and run 
through Sunday, June 16, 
under the Big Top at Cun-
ningham Park, at 196-22 
Union Tnpk. in Fresh 
Meadows.

Tickets start at $20 and 
are available at bigapplecir-
cus.org or by calling 1-888-
541-3750. The circus box 
office, in front of the tent, 
opens Saturday, May 18.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (l.) joins U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer at the in-
auguration ceremony of state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic earlier 
this year.

Big Apple Circus to set up tent in Cunningham Park

Electricians Keith Christianson (l.) and Brian Debs hook up lights 
inside the Big Apple Circus’ tent in the parking lot of Cunningham 
Park. The circus is slated to open Sunday. Photo by Christina Santucci
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“II couldn't run or play with my grand kids   The 
pain in my knees hurt all the time.  I couldn't bend 
down to pick things up and the stairs were 
impossible.  After being in the treatment program 
for 12 weeks I can now walk and kneel down 
without the pain.  Playing with my grand kids is so 
fun now, Thank you.”

– J. Mower

What is Osteoarthritis?
Osteoarthritis is the most common cause 
of knee pain and stiffness. The cartilage is 
the cushioning between the two bones that 
makes up the knee joint. When the 
cartilage begins to wear down you have 
less support and lubrication that protects 
the two bones in the knee from rubbing 
together. A doctor may describe arthritis 

Copyright NY Rehab

If you suffer from any of these symptoms you could be a 
good candidate for our FDA Approved Knee Program.

Call Us Today to schedule your consultations and learn 
more about living Pain Free.

Now Accepting New 
Patients 

Covered by most 
insurance companies, 
Including MEDICARE.
Treatment is Safe and 
Requires No Surgery.

New Astoria Location
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor,
Astoria, NY 11102

(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

Valley Stream
125 N Central Ave.
Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

Wh t i O t th iti ?

ACTIVE ADULTS SUFFERING WITH KNEE PAIN
FIND NEW FDA APPROVED TREATMENTS

NYREHAB
  PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

as mild, moderate or severe. The most 
severe is often described as ‘bone on 
bone’. Unfortunately, more often than 
not patients are told their knee is ‘bone 
on bone’. If you are suffering from knee 
pain and considering knee replacement 
come see us at NY Rehab Pain 
Management.

Call today to schedule your Knee Evaluation.

718-956-6565
w w w . n y r e h a b . c o m
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

BY STEVE MOSCO

The utility company 
charged with lighting Long 
Island and the Rockaways 
is reaping the consequenc-
es of its highly criticized 
handling of electrical out-
ages caused by Hurricane 
Sandy.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced legislation this 
week transforming the 
Long Island Power Author-
ity in an effort to improve 
service, stabilize rates, 
strengthen emergency re-
sponse and privatize utility 
operations.

Thousands of residents 
in the Rockaways remained 
without power months 
after the superstorm hit, 
and much of the blame was 
attributed to LIPA for its 
antiquated equipment and 
disorganization.

“The aftermath of Su-
perstorm Sandy made it 
undeniably clear that the 
LIPA status quo was unac-
ceptable and that we needed 
to create a new Long Island 
utility system,” the gover-
nor said. “Today’s proposal 
will transform the utility 
service on Long Island by 
ending LIPA as we know it 
and creating a new struc-
ture that is designed to put 
ratepayers first by priori-
tizing better customer ser-
vice, reducing the cost of 
debt, and placing the new 
utility under strong over-
sight.”

Cuomo’s proposal 
would shift LIPA’s day-
to-day operations over to 
Public Service Enterprise 
Group, a private utility 
based in New Jersey. The 
governor’s plan eliminates 
the old structure by giving 
PSE&G full authority to 
manage daily operations 
including budgeting, op-
eration and maintenance 
of the utility system, 
storm preparedness and 
response, infrastructure 
improvements and energy 
efficiency activities.

The October super-
storm left more than 90 per-

cent of LIPA’s 1.1 million 
customers without power, 
some for many months.

Following the storm, 
Cuomo established the 
Moreland Commission to 
investigate the utility’s re-
sponse, preparation and 
management. The investi-
gation concluded that LI-
PA’s poor customer service, 
high rates, large debt load, 
insufficient and antiquated 
infrastructure and failure 
to perform during natural 
disasters is a result of its 
poorly conceived struc-
ture.

Under that structure, 
many decisions were made 
using consultants, rather 
than utility managers. 
Also, LIPA had not been 
subject to any state over-
sight with no accountabil-
ity for performance.

“LIPA is broken and 
LIPA has to go away,” Cuo-
mo said. “We need a new 
and better way to provide 
utility services on Long Is-
land.”

But LIPA will remain 
a state-owned holding 
company that will allow it 
to receive federal disaster 
funding and certain tax 
advantages, Cuomo said. 

The proposal will also cut 
the number of LIPA board 
members from 15 to five and 
LIPA staff from 90 to 20.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said his constituents in the 
Rockaways had problems 
with LIPA even prior to 
Sandy coming ashore.

“When you provide a 
critical service, you have to 
make sure you provide it in 
a reliable manner,” he said. 
“And LIPA has always had 
issues with that.”

Addabbo said LIPA 
would typically give his of-
fice periodic updates and, 
three months after the 
storm, more than 6,000 peo-
ple in the Rockaways were 
still without power.

“This is New York 
City, how can thousands 
still have no power? It was 
very frustrating,” he said. 
“Ask any one of my constit-
uents if they are confident 
in LIPA handling the next 
storm, the answer is no.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (r.) talks with state Senate Republican leader 
Dean Skelos after announcing a plan to privatize the Long Island 
Power Authority and freeze customers’ energy rates for three 
years. AP Photo/Mike Groll

LIPA set for overhaul 
after storm criticismQUEENSWeekly

Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

www.TimesLedger.com 
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For more information log onto www.noattacks.org or call  your doctor.

You know how to react to their asthma attacks. Here’s how to prevent them.

1-866-NO-ATTACKS EVEN ONE ATTACK IS ONE TOO MANY.

“ I FEEL LIKE

A FISH
WITH NO WATER.”

–JACOB, AGE 5
DESCRIBING ASTHMA
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shots at various points 
around the park, Brown 
said, adding the 5-year-old 
daughter waved the gun 
around at other children.

Brown said that when 
police found Pawlowski 
and tried to put handcuffs 
on him, he flailed his arms 
in an attempt to keep from 
being arrested.

Pawlowski was 
charged with violating city 
administrative code AC 10-
131, which bans the sale or 
possession of air pistols, as 
well as reckless endanger-
ment, endangering the wel-
fare of a child and resisting 
arrest, according to a state-
ment from the district at-
torney.

Brown said the Astoria 
dad faces up to seven years 
in jail if convicted.

Vallone said that sev-
eral parents called his of-
fice while the incident was 
occurring to complain, and 
he called the police to alert 

them.
“The mothers were 

very frightened because 
this gun was very realis-
tic,” he said.

At least one woman 
complained on Vallone’s 
Facebook page that the po-
lice took two hours to ar-
rive, but the councilman 
said the delay was so long 
because, while a call had 
been placed to 311, no one 
had called 911.

“If you want a quick 
response, you’ve got to call 
911,” he said.

About 10 minutes after 
his office called the police, 
an officer arrived at the 
park, Vallone said.

He said some people 
have argued that the inci-
dent is not serious.

“I understand that we 
all used to play with guns 
growing up, but unfortu-
nately in the age of terror-
ism and Sandy Hook, we 
have to be much more care-
ful,” he said.

the carousel and allows us 
to maintain and operate 
without any added expens-
es, we are all for it,” said 
Ami Abramson, director 
of New York Carousel. “We 
invest in the ride now and 
will continue to do so with 
or without landmark sta-
tus.”

Residents lobbied for 
the carousel’s landmark 
status before New York 
Carousel took over and 
it looked like a possibil-
ity that Woodhaven could 
lose the ride, according to 
Ed Wendell, president of 
the Woodhaven Residents 
Block Association.

“When it was sitting 
there empty, we were all 

gung-ho about getting it 
landmarked because we 
wanted it protected and not 
chopped up and sold,” said 
Wendell. “Now there is a 
vendor operating it, so we 
would like to hear more de-
tails before proceeding.”

Landmarks said no 
date has been set for the 
public hearing, but all par-
ties involved will have an 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions and make their case 
for or against the status.

Abramson said his 
biggest concern with land-
marking is any bureaucrat-
ic red tape that might come 
up when making simple 
repairs to the ride or touch-
ing it up with a quick paint 
job.

“We don’t know if the 
status will make it hard 
for us to operate or if it will 

force us to do things we 
don’t believe in,” he said. 
“We want to make sure the 
ultimate good of the com-
munity is served by land-
marking the carousel.”

New York Carousel 
was named vendor of the 
carousel last year and 
quickly began revitaliz-
ing the ride in time for its 
first spin Memorial Day 
weekend. The carousel sat 
abandoned and shuttered 
in 2008 prior to New York 
Carousel’s 14-year-lease 
agreement with the city 
Parks Department.

Abramson said the 
carousel has given close to 
35,000 rides in its first year 
since reopening.

“It is one of the main 
symbols of a community 
that is vibrant and thriving 
and a place for young fami-

lies,” he said. “It’s a special 
machine and people truly 
love it.”

Forest Park’s historic 
carousel dates back more 
than 100 years, when its 
colorful menagerie was 
hand-carved by artist Dan-
iel Carl Muller. Originally 
situated in Dracut, Mass., 
the carousel was moved to 
Forest Park in 1972.

Wendell said the 
WRBA looks forward to 
meeting the commission 
and learning exactly what 
it means to be landmarked.

“Having something 
landmarked in Woodhaven 
would no doubt be a source 
of pride for the community,” 
he said. “It is not something 
we have a lot of experience 
with here in Queens.”

erty currently owned by 
Keil Bros. as proposed, the 
board suggested returning 
PS 130 to northeast Queens’ 
District 26, where it once 
belonged. Members have 
been pulling for the move 
for years since the school 
was relocated in the more 
western-based District 25 
to address overcrowding in 
that district as well.

Even though PS 130 
physically resides in Dis-
trict 26, students from Dis-
trict 25 are given prefer-
ence for admittance, a city 

Department of Education 
spokesman said. Enroll-
ment at the school has re-
mained steady over recent 
years, a spokesman said.

But now with crowded 
schools of their own, CB 
11’s Education Committee 
fired back at the proposal 
to allow more District 26 
students to attend the 200-
01 42nd Ave. school.

“Kids are bused in 
from around District 25, 
while local kids who live 
near the school are bused 
out to PS 31, PS 159 and PS 
162, helping to cause over-
crowding at these schools,” 
CB 11 member Melvyn Meer 
said. “The cost of all of this 
busing is enormous and un-

necessary and is a blight on 
the neighborhood.”

CB 11 had visited the 
issue in years past and 
voted in 2010 to push for the 
school’s return.

The city School Con-
struction Authority asked 
for comment at the board’s 
May meeting on plans to 
build a new school, only to 
be met with mostly concern 
and outrage. The discus-
sion eventually grew rowdy 
with opposition and ended 
with city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott repri-
manding the community 
board for using intimida-
tion and threats to block 
the new Bayside school.

Before even beginning 

his presentation on the 
potential primary school, 
Site Selection Manager 
Christopher Persheff tried 
to dismiss any proposals 
to bring PS 130 back into 
the district. He said PS 130 
was transferred to alleviate 
crowding in District 25 and 
returning it back to Dis-
trict 26 would not address 
Bayside’s needs.

“That happened some 
time ago,” Persheff said. 
“The issues that we have 
right now with overcrowd-
ing are in this area, specifi-
cally.”

would not sponsor it.
Multiple sources told 

TimesLedger Newspapers 
that instead of Peralta 
the administration may 
be looking to Sen. Mar-
tin Golden (R-Brooklyn) 
to carry the legislation. 
Golden has received tens of 
thousands of dollars from 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
in campaign funds, but also 
incurred a tongue-lashing 
from the billionaire earlier 
this year for nixing state 
speed camera legislation.

Neither Aubry, Golden 
nor the mayor’s office re-
sponded to a request for 

comment.
Peralta has said on 

numerous occasions the 
USTA needs to replace any 
parkland taken up by an 
expansion of the tennis 
center. He has also called 
on the association to be a 
better neighbor and hire 
more union workers. 

After the USTA and the 
city announced an agree-
ment to transfer roughly 
1.5 acres of leased parkland 
from the USTA back to the 
city last week — a move 
widely panned by critics 
since it involves green-
space already accessible to 
the community — Peralta 
released a statement.

“I’m looking forward 
to seeing the details and 

hearing what the commu-
nity has to say, but it seems 
that the USTA and Parks 
Department reached a sen-
sible agreement,” he said.

Political observers 
said Peralta may be trying 
to distance himself from a 
controversial subject in an 
election year.

The senator is run-
ning for borough president, 
and developments in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
could become easy ammo.

“That’s a political de-
cision that some legislators 
have to make,” said Barba-
ra Bartoletti, legislative di-
rector for the good govern-
ment group New York State 
League of Women Voters. 
“If he thinks it is politically 

unpopular, that explains 
why he would want to re-
main distant from it.”

Meanwhile, Bloomberg 
suggested at a Monday 
news conference that MLS 
would replace the 13 acres 
of Flushing Meadows with 
acerage at the old Flushing 
Airport.

“In fact, there’s an 
old airport, Flushing Air-
port, which is going to be 
turned into a park. So the 
total parkland would be 
the same,” the mayor said, 
according to the New York 
Post.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Sources say the Bloomberg Administration will try and get state 
Sen. Martin Golden to sponsor legislation allowing the United 
States Tennis Association to expand in Queens.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Parkland

BB gun

Carousel

Proposal

Queens parents were frightened last week after a father allegedly 
brought illegal BB guns into Ditmars Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

www.TimesLedger.com www.TimesLedger.com 
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Youngsters and those young at heart headed to Socrates Sculpture Park Saturday for the 
11th annual kite-making workshop. (Clockwise from top l.) Aris, 7,and Josh, 5, Gamboa of 
College Point decorate their creations; an eagle-shaped kite soars above the park; Alexa 
Morales of Long Island City paints her project; Long Island City’s Jasper Hoffman, 3, runs 
with his spool and mother Helena in tow; Rego Park resident Yen Yen Cai, 3, helps with 
the ribbon-tying process; and The Stachura family (l.-r.) Gabriel, Liam, Rachel and Jules 
learn techniques from Shaun Leonardo, director of public programs for Socrates. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 
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