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BY PHIL CORSO

Baysiders never 
stopped speaking up about 
unprecedented airplane 
noise over northeast 
Queens, and the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
showed they were heard 
when it agreed to include 
them in its decision-mak-
ing, lawmakers said.

With help from bor-

ough leaders on the state 
and federal levels, the FAA 
announced it would form a 
committee to conduct what 
it called a good faith, step-
by-step review of its deci-
sion-making process when 
approving new flight pat-
terns over Queens. Public 
officials met with FAA reps 
in Washington last week af-
ter pushing for more voices 
at the table, but little prog-

ress was made.
State Assemblyman 

Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said lawmakers’ biggest 
push against the agency 
was to have it justify its de-
cision to implement a cate-
gorical exclusion, allowing 
the FAA to make new con-
troversial flight patterns 
permanent without solicit-
ing public input.

BY JOE ANUTA

Two Democratic lawmakers from Queens 
are diverging from the mayoral endorsements of 
the party leadership.

The Queens Democratic organization en-
dorsed City Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) Monday, but U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) is backing former city Comp-
troller Bill Thompson and Councilman Peter Koo 

BY JOE ANUTA
 

The odds that a soccer team 
funded by an Abu Dhabi sheik 
and the New York Yankees will 
scrap plans for a stadium in 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
are more likely than official an-
nouncements have indicated, 
TimesLedger Newspapers has 
learned. 

Major League Soccer Com-

missioner Don Garber announced 
Tuesday Sheik Mansour bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan, the owner of a 
British team called Manchester 
City Football Club, and the Bronx 
Bombers, which have signed on 

as minority partners, will head 
the league’s newest franchise. 

The team, called New York 
City Football Club, plans to begin 
its first season in 2015 at a tem-
porary venue the team said has 
not been decided, but which docu-
ments seen by TimesLedger iden-
tify as Yankee Stadium. 

MLS has spent more than 
a year and nearly $2 million on 
lobbyists to lay the groundwork 
for a 13-acre stadium proposed on 
top of a non-working fountain in 
the park, which was touted by the 
Bloomberg administration but 
met with vehement opposition by 
Queens parks groups.

In order to fend off continu-
ing criticism directed at the 
team’s majority owner from Abu 
Dhabi’s royal family, the New 
York City Football Club has al-
ready planned to abandon the 
idea, documents suggest.

A spokeswoman disputed 
that information and issued a 
statement in response. 

“New York City Football Club 
is pursuing Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park as well as alterna-
tives. We look forward to engag-

BY STEVE MOSCO

More than six months after 
Hurricane Sandy, the small com-
munity of Breezy Point is still 
fighting to rebuild and return a 
sense of normalcy to everyday 
life.

Residents of the seaside town 
got many helping hands last week 
as close to 70 National Grid vol-
unteers joined with Habitat for 
Humanity to assist in the mas-
sive cleanup effort. The groups 
worked together gutting houses, 
painting and installing floors, 
sheetrock and insulation.

But this was no ordinary 
cleanup effort. National Grid 
President Ken Daly stood in front 
of the throngs of volunteers and 
residents at Christ Community 
Church, at 60 W. Market St., and 
announced the power supplier 
has given grants to three local 
businesses to expedite the re-
building process.

“These grants will give busi-
nesses a boost and help the locals 
get up and running,” said Daly, 
adding that National Grid has 

County Dems endorse Quinn 
but Meeks backs Thompson

Utility helps
Breezy Point
rebuild lives

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

FAA to review LGA jet noise
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Queens soccer stadium in doubt
New sports franchise has reservations about site in Flushing Meadows

Elected officials, including state Sen. 
Tony Avella (l.), state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (r.) and U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(c.), are leading the push against increas-
es in airliner noise.

CONGRATS GRADS!

Tears and rain run down Justin McClean’s face as he hugs his grandmother, Verdene, following his graduation from 
St. John’s University. See coverage on Page 8, 12. Photo by Christina Santucci
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BY STEVE MOSCO

Former Forest Hills 
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner 
officially kicked off his 
quest for Gracie Mansion 
with a video announce-
ment posted on YouTube 
late Tuesday.

T h e 
s c a n d a l -
s c a r r e d 
polit ician 
takes on the 

city’s mayoral campaign 
close to two years after re-
signing from Congress in 
2011 when it was revealed 
he posted a lewd photo of 
himself on Twitter. He later 
admitted to sending inap-
propriate online messages 
to six women.

Weiner addresses the 
scandal directly in the 
campaign video, making 
an appeal to the public for a 
second chance in office.

“Look, I made some 
big mistakes. And I know 
I let a lot of people down. 
But I’ve also learned some 
tough lessons. I’m running 
for mayor because I’ve been 
fighting for the middle class 
and those struggling to 
make it my entire life. And 
I hope I get a second chance 
to work for you,” he said in 
the video.

But not everyone 
thinks the ex-congress-
man deserves that second 
chance. City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) released a state-
ment Wednesday roasting 
Weiner for his actions and 
demanding he call off his 
mayoral campaign.

“I believe his entry in 
the race would be a terrible 
distraction from the impor-
tant issues that should be 
discussed in this campaign 
and from candidates who 
actually are qualified to 
be mayor,” said Gennaro, 
who also contended Weiner 
lacked the qualifications to 
be mayor. “First, I believe 
for any mayor to be effec-

tive he or she must possess 
good judgment. In my opin-
ion, his actions in 2011 show 
terribly poor judgment — to 
say the least.”

But the idea of Weiner 
as mayor might not be a far-
fetched notion, according 
to a Quinnipiac University 
poll released this week. The 
poll revealed the former 
congressman ranks second 
among Democratic candi-
dates running for mayor.

According to the poll, 
Weiner received the sup-
port of 15 percent of Demo-
cratic voters, placing him 
in second place after City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), the 
current front-runner.

But gaining back 
the trust of voters will be 
tough, according to Mau-
rice Carroll, director of 
the Quinnipiac University 
Polling Institute. Carroll 
said 49 percent of voters 
said Weiner should not run 
for office.

“Should Weiner run? 
More, especially women, 
say no,” Carroll said.

Carroll also said the 
addition of Weiner to the 
race could result in a run-
off, as it would be difficult 
for any candidate to reach 
the magic 40-percent num-
ber needed to avoid a sec-
ond round of voting.

But now that he is of-
ficially in the running, 

Weiner might be viewed as 
a strong contender since he 
has close to $4.5 million in 
his campaign war chest, 
according to the city Cam-
paign Finance Board. He 
was considered a strong 
possible contender for City 
Hall before the Twitter epi-
sode erupted.

Weiner’s viral re-
emergence also featured 
his wife, Huma Abedin, as 
well as his infant son. The 
video closes with Abedin, 
a former aide to Hillary 
Clinton, sitting with her 
husband on a stoop and say-
ing, “We love this city, and 
no one will work harder 
to make it better than An-
thony.”

The former congress-
man launched a new Twit-
ter handle last month, @an-
thonyweiner, and tweeted a 
link to a pamphlet outlin-
ing his “Keys to the City” 
with “64 Ideas to Keep New 
York the Capital of the Mid-
dle Class.”

He refers to that pam-
phlet in his campaign vid-
eo, stating “New York City 
should be the middle-class 
capital of the world and I’ve 
got some ideas on how to do 
it — 64 of them.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner’s entry into the mayoral race was 
made official this week.

Weiner tries comback 
with mayor race entry

 Visit us at www.TimesLedger.com
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“II couldn't run or play with my grand kids   The 
pain in my knees hurt all the time.  I couldn't bend 
down to pick things up and the stairs were 
impossible.  After being in the treatment program 
for 12 weeks I can now walk and kneel down 
without the pain.  Playing with my grand kids is so 
fun now, Thank you.”

– J. Mower

What is Osteoarthritis?
Osteoarthritis is the most common cause 
of knee pain and stiffness. The cartilage is 
the cushioning between the two bones that 
makes up the knee joint. When the 
cartilage begins to wear down you have 
less support and lubrication that protects 
the two bones in the knee from rubbing 
together. A doctor may describe arthritis 

Copyright NY Rehab

If you suffer from any of these symptoms you could be a 
good candidate for our FDA Approved Knee Program.

Call Us Today to schedule your consultations and learn 
more about living Pain Free.

Now Accepting New 
Patients 

Covered by most 
insurance companies, 
Including MEDICARE.
Treatment is Safe and 
Requires No Surgery.

New Astoria Location
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor,
Astoria, NY 11102

(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

Valley Stream
125 N Central Ave.
Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

Wh t i O t th iti ?

ACTIVE ADULTS SUFFERING WITH KNEE PAIN
FIND NEW FDA APPROVED TREATMENTS

NYREHAB
  PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

as mild, moderate or severe. The most 
severe is often described as ‘bone on 
bone’. Unfortunately, more often than 
not patients are told their knee is ‘bone 
on bone’. If you are suffering from knee 
pain and considering knee replacement 
come see us at NY Rehab Pain 
Management.

Call today to schedule your Knee Evaluation.

718-956-6565
w w w . n y r e h a b . c o m
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

BY STEVE MOSCO

George O’Neill can 
see it now: a packed dining 
room, a raucous bar and 
a Maspeth neighborhood 
thrilled to have its favorite 
place back.

Days after a fire tore 
through his eponymous eat-
ery, O’Neill’s was already 
having visions of his re-
built restaurant. And now 
more than two years after 
the blaze, the 53rd Street 
fixture is on target for a 
June 14 grand reopening.

“I’ve been dreaming of 
seeing all of my old friends 
and customers again,” he 
said. “It’s been far too long 
and I need to hear that 
noise of a busy restaurant.”

The Maspeth eatery, at 
64-21 53rd St., has been in 
the family since 1928, when 
O’Neill’s father opened what 
was then called the Plateau 
Tavern. As years passed, 

O’Neill began buying up 
the property surrounding 
the watering hole: a gro-
cery store, a barbershop, a 
liquor store, a cleaners, a 
bakery, a delicatessen.

Throughout the years, 
O’Neill’s hosted nearly ev-
ery imaginable character 
at the bar, in the dining 
room and in the old cater-
ing space. From the cham-
pion New York Mets of the 
1980s to neighborhood reg-
ulars, the restaurant was a 
beloved meeting place for 
decades.

But the blaze in May 
2011 robbed the neighbor-
hood of that meeting place, 
just as it robbed O’Neill and 
his employees of a liveli-
hood.

“I have people here 
that I need to get back to 
work,” he said, referring 
to O’Neill’s’ approximately 
75 employees. “I’m not the 
only one anxious to get go-

ing and get customers in 
this building.”

O’Neill plans to pack 

in even more new friends 
with an expanded catering 
room in the back of the res-

taurant. He said the space 
will hold around 300 to 350 
patrons and will be avail-
able for every party imag-
inable.

And when customers 
return, O’Neill said they 
will find the same top qual-
ity food they had become ac-
customed to before the fire. 
O’Neill is the most proud of 
his steaks, which he orders 
from the same suppliers as 
some of the city’s top steak 
houses.

“I don’t think you 
can get a better steak in 
Queens,” O’Neill said, with-
out a hint of pretense. “You 
have got to have quality 
food in this industry. If you 
don’t use top quality food, 
get out of the restaurant 
business.”

O’Neill operates the 
restaurant with his son-in-
law, Danny Pyle, a former 
firefighter with the FDNY. 
And when the restaurant 

opens on Flag Day, O’Neill 
expects another son-in-law 
to be there: former New 
York Ranger and hockey 
legend Brian Leetch.

The restaurant’s re-
opening is on pace to be 
a huge event in Maspeth. 
O’Neill said he is working 
on closing 53rd Street and 
holding a special ceremony 
outside. He wants the res-
taurant’s Maspeth return 
to be a grand neighborhood 
event, more than two years 
in the making.

“If everyone who says 
they’re going to be here 
shows up, the line will be 
around the corner,” he said. 
“It won’t be the same. It will 
be better.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

George O’Neill is ready to reopen his restaurant after more than 
two years rebuilding following a fire. Photo by Steve Mosco

Popular eatery sets sights on June return to Maspeth
O’Neill’s targets Flag Day for grand reopening after 2011 blaze sparked two-year rebuilding effort
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(718)

SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

SIMPLY THE BEST PRICES!
SIMPLY THE BEST SERVICE!

24 / 7 / 365 . AIRPORT AND LOCAL SERVICE  
NO SURCHARGES! SIMPLE PRICING!

DRIVERS WANTED!
Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.

No percentages like our competitors. 
Flat weekly radio fee. SIMPLE.

BONUS and Referral rewards program 
Contact James at 347.534.7888 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A new analysis of 
NYPD data by the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
revealed Queens outpaced 
the city’s drop in police 
stops last year, and in some 
of the borough’s busiest ar-
eas the police appear to be 
stopping people more se-
lectively than in the past.

The NYCLU incited 
the backlash against 
NYPD practices a year ago 
when it released a report 
showing stop-and-frisks 
had increased dramatical-
ly during the first 10 years 
of the Bloomberg adminis-
tration.

Among the group’s 
major criticisms were the 
low numbers of firearms 
recovered, the fact that 
young black and Hispanic 
males were stopped in dis-
proportionately high num-
bers compared to their 
share of the population 
citywide and the low num-
bers of people who were 
either arrested or issued 

a summons after being 
stopped.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly 
have defended the prac-
tice, saying blacks and 
Hispanics are actually 
under-stopped compared 
to the racial descriptions 
of crime suspects.

According to the NY-
CLU’s analysis of 2012 data 
released Wednesday, the 
number of stops in Queens 
fell 27 percent last year to 
just shy of 111,000, outpac-
ing the citywide decrease 
of 22 percent.

The largest drop 
came in the 115th Precinct 
covering Jackson Heights 
and East Elmhurst, which 
ranked No. 3 across the 
city in 2011 with more than 
18,000 stops. That number 
dropped 55.5 percent to 
just more than 8,000 last 
year.

The 110th Precinct, 
covering Corona and 
Elmhurst and bordering 
the 114th on the south side 

of Roosevelt Avenue, re-
corded the second small-
est decline in the borough 
last year, dropping shy 
of 16 percent to just more 
than 9,000.

The two precincts 

share a common area 
known as  an Impact Zone, 
a high-crime area the 
NYPD floods with new re-
cruits to patrol the streets, 
and along Roosevelt issues 
such as prostitution, drug 

dealing and automobile 
break-ins call out for more 
policing.

In 2011, the precincts 
rounded out the bottom of 
the the city’s top five with 
the highest percentage of 
frisks, with more than 70 
percent of stops in each 
escalating to the point of 
a frisk.

Both precincts ranked 
in the top five again in 
2012, with the 110th the 
highest precinct in the 
city with more than 81 per-
cent of stops resulting in a 
frisk.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said he saw that 
last statistic as an encour-
aging sign that police were 
stopping people on more 
valid grounds.

 “I think that means 
there’s much more reason-
able suspicion if it then 
leads to a frisk,” he said. 
“The words we really use 
is ‘being more selective.’ 
There has to be a real, 
reasonable suspicion [to 

stop someone] and that’s 
always been the real re-
quirement.”

Indeed, both pre-
cincts saw a decline in the 
number of innocent people 
stopped.

Downtown Jamaica’s 
103rd Precinct, which 
ranked eighth across the 
city in 2011, dropped 24 
percent last year to just 
under 13,000 stops, but 
it moved two spots up to 
rank No. 6 in the city.

The 106th (South 
Ozone Park), 108th (Long 
Island City), 113th (South 
Jamaica), 104th (Ridge-
wood), 102nd (Richmond 
Hill) and 109th (Flushing) 
precincts also saw drops 
above the citywide aver-
age.

The 101st (Far Rock-
away), 105th (Queens Vil-
lage), 112th (Forest Hills), 
114th (Astoria), 100th 
(Rockaway Park), 111th 
(Bayside) and 107th (Fresh 
Meadows) precincts expe-
rienced declines below the 
city’s average.

While stop-and-frisks declined in Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct, the 
command remains one of the highest across the city.

Stop-and-frisk drops drastically in Jackson Hghts
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BY STEVE MOSCO

A former Flushing 
public school teacher who 
carried out a torrid af-
fair inside his Forest Hills 
home with a female student 
half his age, pleaded guilty 
Monday to statutory rape, 
the Queens district attor-
ney said.

“The defendant has ad-
mitted to sexually taking 
advantage of one of his for-
mer students — a 14-year-
old girl,” said District At-
torney Richard Brown. “As 
a teacher and an adult, the 
defendant was in a position 
of power to know better. 
Children should be able to 
remain children.”

Daniel Reilly, 36, a 
former sixth-grade Eng-
lish teacher at IS 237 in 

Flushing, pleaded guilty 
to second-degree rape, the 
DA said. In pleading guilty, 
Reilly admitted to engag-
ing in sexual intercourse 
with the former student at 
his residence in April 2013, 
Brown said.

Sentencing is sched-
uled for July 22 and Reilly 
is expected to receive six 
months in jail and 10 years’ 
probation. Reilly will also 
be required to surrender 
his teaching license and 
register on the state’s sex 
offenders registry.

“This case should 
serve as a clear and unmis-
takable warning that law 
enforcement is prepared 
under any circumstances 
to apprehend and prosecute 
sexual predators who be-
tray and defile youngsters,” 
said Brown.

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Willets 
Point auto shops shut down 
by the city last week are 
hoping to reopen soon, ac-
cording to a community 
organizer affiliated with 
some of the tenants.

Business owners said 
Friday’s closure of a host of 
locations along 126th Street 
was an act of intimidation, 
but city officials said shod-
dy construction was the 
only culprit.

“This is harassment,” 
said Sergio Aguirre, who 
works with several of the 
businesses operating in 
Willets Point. 

Inspectors from the 
city Department of Build-
ings arrived at 38-01 126th 
Street and shut down five 
auto shops which, accord-
ing to inspectors, had been 
illegally subdivided.

Basam Abdul is the 
owner of Spotless Muf-
fler on the corner of 126th 
Street and 38th Avenue. He 
said city inspectors came 
without warning and shut-
tered his business, leaving 
him without a source of in-
come.

“I’ve lost my life. My 
son is in college. My daugh-
ter is in college,” he said, 
adding that he also has two 
children in public school. 
“I am here 15 years. I pay 
taxes.”

The inspectors issued 
an order to vacate the five 

businesses, citing condi-
tions “imminently perilous 
to life,” according to a sign 
posted on Abdul’s business. 

Many of the business 
owners felt they were being 
unfairly targeted because 
they are located where de-
velopers and the city plan 
to build part of the $3 bil-
lion project to redevelop 
Willets Point. 

The project is set to 
proceed in three phases, 
with the first and second 
portions requiring the 
businesses in question to 
be torn down.

In fact, the city has al-
ready purchased the prop-
erty where the five busi-
nesses are located, along 
with most of the other par-
cels in the area,  in anticipa-
tion of kicking off the proj-
ect next year, meaning that 
the tenants’ landlord is the 

city Department of Housing 
and Presevation.

“[The city] has got to 
fix this. It was not built 
yesterday,” said Ahmad 
Azatullah, whose cousin 
owns one of the shops.

But according to Hous-
ing Preservation, because 
the shops are commercial 
businesses, the onus is on 
the tenants to make the re-
pairs.

Buildings said the only 
motivation behind the shut-
down was a simple case of 
the tenants not filing the 
proper permits. Inspectors 
also shut down a set of busi-
nesses across the street. 

They, too, had an or-
der to vacate put on their 
property, citing perilous 
conditions, but it was an 
order from 2009 that was 
enforced Friday.

“If we are doing any-

thing illegal, let us know. 
We have families to feed,” 
said Akram Mohibi, who 
owns Discount Muffler.

Buildings said that 
Mohibi’s shop was built 
without proper structural 
reinforcements and needed 
to be remedied.

Several properties in 
Willets Point have orders 
to vacate, according to 
Buidlings records. In fact, 
another property on the 
same block as Abdul’s had 
an order to vacate from 
2009, but was not shut down 
Friday.

Several days later, a 
group of the business own-
ers reached out to City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst), 
who is working with the 
city to address the viola-
tions.

Business owners Jamie Sabeti (l.) Basam Abdul (c.) and Akram Mohibi (r.) blast the city for shutting 
down their shops. Photo by Joe Anuta

Teacher pleads guilty 
to student sex trysts

City shutters Willets shops
Biz owners claim harassment on the part of Buildings Department

Former Flushing teacher Daniel Reilly arrives at court with his wife 
Ann Marie to plead guilty to having sex with a 14-year-old former 
student. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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R
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BY PHIL CORSO

Nearly one year af-
ter his death, a tight-knit 
Queens community came 
together in Whitestone 
Sunday to raise money in 
honor of Christos “Angel 
Boy” Voulkoudis to help 
build a memorial rock gar-
den and gazebo at his for-
mer pre-school.

The Bayside boy 
drowned during an Inde-
pendence Day celebration 
in a relative’s swimming 
pool in Douglaston last 
year, but his presence was 
felt Sunday throughout 
Raggedy Ann’s Childrens’ 
Boutique on 14th Avenue at 
an all-day fund-raiser with 
photos displayed and spe-
cial “Angel Boy” blue brace-
lets made in his honor.

The store put up 50 per-
cent of the money it made 
throughout the day for a 
memorial fund for little 
Christos. Funds will also 
go to the nearby Pee-Wee 
Folks Pre-School, which 
the boy attended as a stu-
dent before his death. With 
the school’s help, a back-

yard memorial rock garden 
and gazebo will be built in 
Christos’ honor.

“We wanted to get peo-
ple together to do something 
and give back,” said store 
owner Anna Toufexis, who 
designed the special “Angel 
Boy” bracelets. “We’re all 
good friends.”

Most guests trickling 
in and out of the Whites-
tone store stopped to share 
a moment, a handshake or 
just a smile with the boy’s 
parents, Nick and Vicky 
Voulkoudis, who smiled 
back with watering eyes.

“He was a breath of 
fresh air. He loved life,” 
said Vicky Voulkoudis, the 
boy’s mother. “Whomever’s 
life he touched was deeply 

affected. He was a very spe-
cial boy”

Father Nick Voulk-
oudis said he was most 
thankful for the help his 
family received in the 
months following the trag-
ic accident and fought back 
tears to share his thoughts 
on the weekend fund-raiser. 
He said it would take about 
$8,000 to build the gazebo 
and garden at his son’s for-
mer school — a mark eas-
ily met, thanks to the over-
whelming support.

“This community has 
been great to us. Everyone 
came out of nowhere,” he 
said. “It’s so great that they 
did that for us.”

Toufexis said the 
Greek community in north-
east Queens came out in 
full force to show support 
for the Voulkoudis family, 
with borough eateries such 
as Oasis Cafe, Mythos Cui-
sine, Veranda Restaurant & 
Café and Tasty Grill donat-
ing food to the fund-raiser.

“Everyone really came 
together today,” said Lou-
ise Disponzio, mother of 
Toufexis and part-owner 
of Raggedy Ann’s. “We’re a 
family business and want-
ed to do whatever we could 
to help our friends.”

Looking ahead, Chris-
tos’ parents said they were 
looking to form their own 
foundation in their son’s 
honor to raise money for 
other children’s funds, such 
as Ronald McDonald House 
Charities and St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

Several northeast Queens children show off their Raggedy Ann’s loot at the fund-raiser for Christos 
“Angel Boy” Voulkoudis. Photo by Christina Santucci

Whitestone fund-raiser 
remembers ‘Angel Boy’

Nick Voulkoudis visits with guests at the Whitestone fund-
raiser in memory of his son Christos, who died in July. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

CHRISTOS VOULKOUDIS.
Photo courtesy Voulkoudis family
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BY PHIL CORSO

St. John’s University class of 
2013 student speaker Kevin Lee 
Grover summed it up with three 
words when asked what his gen-
eration had the potential to do 
in the years ahead: Change the 
world.

The Peter J. Tobin College 
of Business graduate delivered 
an enthusiastic address to nearly 
2,800 of his classmates and 19,000 
of their family members Sunday 
at the college’s 143rd commence-
ment ceremony at the Jamaica 
Estates campus Sunday, outlin-
ing why he felt the best days were 
ahead.

“We, the millennials, are 
not afraid of the challenges that 
no doubt await us in our future,” 
Grover said. “We will apply the 
skills gained here at St. John’s to 
make the necessary changes for a 
better tomorrow.”

This year some students 
sported an extra layer on top of 
the traditional graduation gowns 
in the form of plastic ponchos, but 
the constant trickling drizzle fall-
ing over the morning ceremony 
did not put a damper on the day’s 
theme of remembering the col-
lege’s record of service and out-
reach, especially late last year 

during Superstorm Sandy.
In his final commencement 

address as the 15th president of 
the college, the Rev. Donald J. 
Harrington reminded the class 
of 2013 to never forget the lessons 
they learned in the face of disas-
ter.

“Even on this special and 
most joyous occasion, we cannot 
help but recall the great suffering 
endured by so many of our neigh-
bors at the time of Superstorm 
Sandy,” Harrington said. “Per-

sonally, I am deeply proud of the 
number of our students and staff 
who ventured forth from this 
campus to help and assist in other 
parts of Queens and Staten Island 
for many weeks and months after 
that tragedy.”

Harrington, 67, announced 
this month his impending re-
tirement, effective July 31. He 
addressed the college in his last 
graduation ceremony after an in-
vocation delivered by Brooklyn 
Diocese Bishop Nicholas DiMar-

zio.
In welcoming the ceremony’s 

commencement speaker, U.S. Rep. 
Peter King (R-Massapequa Park), 
Harrington put the spotlight  back 
to Sandy and thanked the elected 
official for his leadership when it 
was needed most.

King, who also received an 
honorary doctor of laws degree 
at the graduation, threw big num-
bers at the great lawn full of grad-
uates, detailing Sandy’s roughly 
$33 billion in overall damage, 

300,000 damaged homes and 2 
million residents left without 
power across the Northeast.

But all it takes to make a dif-
ference, King said, was one.

“Lesser people would have 
given up, or even worse, turned 
against one another or looked 
out only for themselves,” King 
said. “That was not the spirit 
of New York or New Jersey. I 
am absolutely confident as you 
go forward from St. John’s that 
you will successfully and coura-
geously confront and overcome 
critical challenges by doing what 
is right, whether or not it is popu-
lar.”

The ceremony also honored 
Suzanne Halpin, executive vice 

president of Rubenstein Com-
munications, with an honorary 
doctor of letters for her career in 
public relations.

One day earlier, the Vincen-
tian college held a smaller Staten 
Island commencement ceremony 
as well for about 300 grads, of-
fering an honorary doctor of hu-
mane letters to St. John’s the Rev. 
Patrick Griffin and an honorary 
doctor of laws to FDNY Commis-
sioner Sal Cassano for his service 
during Sandy.

St. John’s University graduates cheer during their commencement ceremony Sunday. See more photos on Page 20. 
Photo courtesy Christina Santucci

St. John’s grads welcome future challenges
Commencement ceremony cites Superstorm Sandy response as pivotal moment in students’ lives

BY PHIL CORSO

From the outside, Elmhurst’s 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Newtown stands alone with a tow-
ering exterior that is markedly 
different from those of its neigh-
bors along Queens Boulevard.

Inside, a bell originally craft-
ed in 1787 — just after the Ameri-
can Revolution — still rings every 
Sunday, reminding those in the 
vicinity of its historic past.

The building was chosen as 
one of the city’s most storied and 
sacred sites and welcomed the 
public over the weekend, mark-
ing the city Landmarks Conser-
vancy’s third annual open house 
weekend. Throughout the day, 
visitors passing through the 
church were treated to talks on 
history and architecture as well 

as walking tours of the building.
The sacred sites program is 

the only statewide program in 
the country to give funding and 
technical assistance toward the 
restoration of culturally signifi-
cant and religious buildings, the 
Landmarks Conservancy said.

“Religious art and archi-
tecture is perhaps our greatest 
creative achievement,” said Peg 
Breen, president of the Land-
marks Conservancy. “Nowhere 
in the United States is this better 
demonstrated than right here in 
New York with its rich diversity 
of religions and ecclesiastical 
buildings.”

Church historian Marjorie 
Melikian stood on the church 
stage Saturday afternoon and 
read tales of the building’s long 
history, surrounded by old pho-

tographs and artifacts to supple-
ment the stories. She told the 
group of onlookers about the 
congregation’s  361-year history 
in Elmhurst, making it the oldest 
church in Queens and one of the 
oldest in the city.  The multicul-
tural church still holds regular 
services.

“This building is an integral 
part of history,” Melikian said. “It 
was important to the development 
of Queens as we know it today.”

Onlookers followed Melikian 
throughout the church’s main 
room, filled with rows of wooden 
pews, and up the stairs to a large 
gallery overlooking the Gothic 
Revival building made of granite 
with a brownstone trim. On that 
second floor, visitors were able 
to take turns ringing the historic 
bell by yanking on a long piece of 

rope dangling from the ceiling.
Joining Melikian was pres-

ervationist Jonathan Taylor, who 
was helping the church secure a 
spot on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Brooklyn 
native told stories of Newtown 
Village, the original settlement 
to inhabit the Elmhurst area 
now occupied by storefronts and 
apartment complexes.

He said throughout history, 
the northeast Queens building 
served as a school, courthouse, 
town hall and headquarters for 
villagers to hold important dis-
cussions about the church and 
even government.

“At that time, all matters 
came through this church,” Tay-
lor said. “There is an amazing 
historical continuity here and 
the building is architecturally 

noteworthy, too.”
The First Presbyterian 

Church of Newtown was founded 
in 1652 by early English settlers, 
but its Elmhurst home is its fifth 
building since the congregation 
was established, Taylor said.

The church, built in 1895, 
showcases stained glass windows 
made by British craftsmen Sellers 
& Ashley and used to reside a half 
block over before being moved for 
the construction of Queens Boule-
vard in the 1920s.

Also participating in the 
weekend’s historic open house 
event was Ridgewood’s St. Mat-
thias Roman Catholic Church, at 
58-15 Catalpa Ave., showing off 
its cathedral, rectory, school and 
convent, the Landmarks Conser-
vancy said.

Historic Elmhurst church cited as one of city’s most sacred sites
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving
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community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 6-23-13

w/coupon, exp. 6-23-13

w/coupon, exp. 6-23-13

w/coupon, exp. 6-23-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$
ing the community,” she 
said. “We are looking for a 
home, not simply a place to 
play, and our mandate for 
now is to listen.”

The club plans to draw 
focus away from the tur-
moil in Queens by backing 
off the park complex and in-
stead pushing news about 
players and highlighting 
the upcoming 2015 season, 
according to documents, 
which is a year earlier than 
MLS had originally antici-
pated play would begin. 

The decision seems 
to have come as a surprise 
to both Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and MLS.

As recently as May 13, 
Bloomberg defended the 
Flushing Meadows stadi-
um plan, telling reporters 
at a news conference re-
placement parkland would 
be found for the proposed 
25,000-seat stadium.

And in late April, MLS 
Commissioner Don Gar-
ber was still insisting the 
Queens stadium was the 
only option. 

“If we get this done, it 
will be in Flushing Mead-
ows Park,” Garber told the 
Associated Press at the 
time. “There is no Plan B.”

But the MLS commis-
sioner was informed some-
time after making the com-
ment that the new team, 
which is now taking the 
lead on the stadium search, 
would consider other loca-
tions. 

“MLS is no longer 
leading the effort with the 
stadium project,” Garber 
said this week, adding the 
league has also dropped its 

pursuit of a land-use appli-
cation to site the stadium in 
the park, he said.

New York City Foot-
ball Club knew its decision 
would anger the city admin-
istration, since the mayor 
and a team of high-ranking 
city officials poured sig-
nificant resources into the 
park stadium plan, con-
sidered by many to be a 
Bloomberg legacy project, 
TimesLedger has learned.

But even if the team 
were to forge ahead with 
the Flushing Meadows site, 
it would face many obsta-
cles.

In MLS’s original 
plan, parking would need 
to be provided at Citi Field 
through an agreement with 
the New York Mets.

The league was never 
able to come to an agree-
ment with the Wilpons, 
Garber said Wednesday. 
And now MLS has handed 
the reins to a team that in-
cludes the Amazin’s cross-
town rivals, the Yankees, 
making talks more compli-
cated.

The team would also 
have to go through a com-
plex permitting process, 
since the city, the state and 
the federal government 
would all have to sign off 
on construction and leas-
ing of this particular piece 
of parkland.

But the commissioner 
was confident negotia-
tions with communities in 
Queens and elsewhere will 
go much more smoothly 
now that a team has been 
announced. 

According to the docu-
ments, the club plans to 
thank and reach out to com-
munity groups in Queens 
and may offer to refurbish 

soccer fields in Flushing 
Meadows near the proposed 
stadium site even though 
the stadium may never be 
built.

The documents seen by 
TimesLedger suggest the 
team is putting far more 
distance between itself and 
the stadium than Ferran 
Soriano, chief executive 
officer of Manchester City 
Football Club, and Randy 
Levine, president of the 
Yankees, have said at two 
news conferences.

“In considering any 
stadium site, we will listen 
first. This is what we have 
always done in Manchester 
and what we will do in New 
York. Only in this way, can 
the club truly represent 
the city whose name it will 
carry,” Soriano said in a 
statement released earlier 
this week.

In a separate document 
supplied to TimesLedger in 
February, the MLS said it 
had investigated 24 poten-
tial sites throughout the 
city for a stadium, long be-
fore announcing New York 
City Football Club.

The exact sites are not 
listed but a map indicates 
MLS eyed a site near the 
Aqueduct Racino in South 
Ozone Park, a spot near the 
Jamaica Long Island Rail 
Road station, a site in Hal-
lets Cove in Astoria, and a 
location in the Forest Hills 
area, near a large swath of 
property owned by the De-
partment of Citywide Ad-
ministrative Services.

The map also shows 
three locations in and 
around Flushing Meadows: 
one where the current foot-
print is proposed, another 
at Willets Point and a third 

Continued from Page 1 

Stadium

Continued on Page 14
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BY PHIL CORSO

There are Memorial 
Day parades throughout 
the country, but only one 
owns the Web address me-
morialdayparade.org — 
and with good reason.

The 86th annual Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memorial 
Day Parade has become 
widely accepted as one of 
the largest of its kind in 
the United States, and this 
year event officers said the 
parade would focus exclu-
sively on those who served 
50 years ago in Vietnam.

The parade, which 
kicks off Monday at 2 p.m., 
will move west along North-
ern Boulevard from Jayson 
Avenue in Great Neck, 
L.I., to Alameda Avenue in 
Douglaston, finishing up 
at St. Anastasia’s School. 
The route may be long, but 
it needs to be in order to 
accommodate the massive 
roster of marching bands, 
elected officials, civic orga-
nizations and various mili-

tary groups.
The 77th Sustainment 

Brigade, under the com-
mand of Col. Joyce Junior, 
will serve as the parade’s 
grand marshal, celebrat-
ing the group’s return from 
Iraq. Honorary grand mar-
shals will also include Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall.

More than 80,000 will 
march in the parade, mak-
ing it one of the largest in 

the country, according to 
parade Chairman James 
Rodgers. He has more than 
a decade under his belt 
when it comes to helping 
organize the event and said 
he was proud of its rave 
reputation.

The festivities will 
also include a 10 a.m. pre-
parade inter-faith memo-
rial service at the Commu-
nity Church of Little Neck 
in honor of veterans. The 
service has historically 
been a keystone moment 

of the parade as it allows 
members to pay tribute to 
those who fought for free-
dom, Rodgers said.

A wreath-laying cere-
mony will follow the service 
at the veterans monument 
and flagpole at Alameda 
Avenue and Northern Bou-
levard.

An art and essay con-
test will take place at 7 p.m. 
at St. Anastasia’s Father 
Smith Hall, at Alameda 
Avenue and 245th Street 
this Friday for children 
from kindergarten through 
ninth-grade. Grand prize 
winners will receive a $500 
check and other contest 
winners will be recognized 
for their entries and invited 
to march in the parade un-
der a special banner, Rod-
gers said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

SUNDAY, MAY 26
Forest Hills Memorial Day 
Parade
12 p.m.
Metropolitan and Ascan 
avenues

Maspeth Memorial Day Parade
1 p.m.
Grand Avenue and 72nd Street

College Point Memorial Day 
Parade
2 p.m.
28th Avenue and College Point 
Boulevard

MONDAY, MAY 27
Laurelton Memorial Day Parade
9 a.m.
Francis Lewis and Merrick 
boulevards

Rosedale Memorial Day Parade
10 a.m.
243rd Street and Mayda Road

Little Neck Douglaston 
Interfaith Service

10 a.m.
Community Church of Little 
Neck, at 46-16 Little Neck Pkwy.

Howard Beach Memorial Day 
Parade
11 a.m.
Coleman Square

Woodside Memorial Day Parade
11 a.m.
St. Sebastian’s Roman Catholic 
Church, at 58th Street and 
Woodside Avenue

Glendale and Ridgewood 
Memorial Day Parade
11 a.m.
Glendale Memorial Triangle, 
corner of Myrtle Avenue and 
70th Street

Whitestone Memorial Day 
Parade
12 p.m.
149th Street and 15th Road

Little Neck/Douglaston 
Memorial Day Parade
2 p.m.
Northern Boulevard and Jayson 
Street in Great Neck, L.I.

Students from Francis Lewis High School salute the parade com-
mittee in last year’s march.

Little Neck parade thanks Vietnam vets Honor Queens’ fallen 
on Memorial Day ’13
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The developers con-

structing Flushing Com-
mons will pay $20 million 
for Municipal Lot 1 and 
must finish constructing 
the public park  space by 
March 2018, a contract with 
the city shows.

Rockefeller Group De-
velopment Corp. and TDC 
Development, part of a firm 
called F&T Group, inked a 
contract with the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
Jan. 18, which laid out the 
purchase price and con-
struction schedule for the 
$850 million project in the 
footprint of Municipal Lot 
1.

The lot currently is 
home to more than 1,000 
parking spaces and lies 
between 37th and 39th av-
enues along Unions Street. 

 The mixed-use project 
was initially approved in 
2010, but ran into financing 
trouble and a shovel never 
made it into the ground.

Earlier this spring, the 
city announced it was split-
ting it into two phases. The 

first phase includes a park-
ing garage, 160 residential 
units and about 350,000 
square feet of retail. It also 
has provisions for a 1.5-
acre park  space and a new 
YMCA facility. 

The second phase, 
which TDC has pledged to 
build but is not contractu-
ally required, will include 
450 residential units and 
about 150,000 square feet 
of commercial space, along 
with space for a community 
facility.

TDC will shell 
out $20 million for the 
211,000-square-foot parking 
lot this summer, according 
to the contract, which was 
obtained by TimesLedger 

Newspapers through a 
Freedom of Information 
Law request.

The contract also stip-
ulates when each of the in-
dividual buildings should 
be completed.

First, TDC is required 
to begin excavation on the 
project on or before Oct. 31, 
under the terms of the con-
tract.

Then, the developer is 
contractually required to 
have the first parking ga-
rage completed by the end 
of 2015 and then a 13-story 
office or hotel on the corner 
of 39th Avenue and Union 
Street ready for occupancy 
by July 31, 2016. 

Five months later, the 
developers are required 
to have a 17-story, mixed-
use building along 39th 
Avenue completed to the 
point where it can be given 
a document called a tem-
porary certificate of occu-
pancy, which dictates what 
the building can be used for 
and its maximum capacity. 
The structure will feature 
three stories of retail and a 
residential tower above, the 
contract states.

A contract between the city 
and developers lays out 
the time line for when dif-
ferent parts of Flushing 
Commons will be built. 

Common developers 
to pay $20M for lot

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Rockaways residents 
who have endured months 
without the A subway line 
linking them to the rest of 
the city due to Hurricane 
Sandy’s wrath will soon 
have that vital service back 
up and running.

The MTA said A train 
service is being restored 
to the Rockaways May 30, 
slightly ahead of schedule.

“Life hasn’t been so 
easy for the residents in 
the Rockaways,” said Fer-
nando Ferrer, acting chair-
man of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. 
“So we’ll be very happy to 
welcome them back on the 
A train on the 30th of this 

month.”
The MTA previously 

had projected service would 
be back in June.

Ferrer, along with 
MTA interim Executive 
Director Thomas Prender-
gast, made the announce-
ment at a news conference 
at the South Ferry subway 
station in Manhattan last 
Thursday.

Ferrer said the repairs 
have been made “in the 
speed of light.”

“Our system in the 
Rockaways, like life itself 
in that area, was devastat-
ed,” he said.

The A line extends 
from Howard Beach over 
Jamaica Bay into the Rock-
aways. Floodwaters from 

Sandy washed out 1,500 
feet of track; destroyed 
miles of signal, power and 
communication wires; and 
completely flooded subway 
stations.

Prendergast said de-
bris removal from the track 
beds alone, which included 
removal of a boat that 
washed onto the beds, took 
four weeks.

He also said the resto-
ration of the line was held 
up because the MTA had 
to have some material re-
placed by original vendors 
and suppliers, who had to 
then manufacture the ma-
terial.

“That’s why it took a 
long time to be able to get it 
to this point,” he said.

Rockaway ‘A’ train to resume
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Memorial Day commemo-
rates the men and women who 
served their country — no matter 
the century.

One week before the country 
sets aside time to honor service 
people, a North Shore-Long Island 
Jewish doctor, along with a noted 
professor of anthropology from 
Adelphi University, examined the 
remains of a wounded Greek war-
rior from the fourth century B.C. 
in an effort to understand ancient 
surgical practices on the field of 
battle.

The remains of the soldier 
were discovered during an ar-
chaeological excavation carried 
out by the Greek Archaeological 
Service in the 1980s. Professor 
Anagnostis Agelarakis brought 
the remains to the United States 
on official loan from Greece and 
with the help of Dr. Helise Coo-
persmith, a musculoskeletal radi-
ologist at LIJ in New Hyde Park, 
L.I., examined the warrior’s skull 
fragments and his left ulna bone.

Agelarakis said the 
2,500-year-old bone fragment 
from the forearm of the Greek 
warrior had a bronze arrowhead 
embedded in it. The professor said 
the X-ray revealed the arrowhead 
was fixed with a bronze hook at 
the tip, making it impossible for 
field surgeons to make a complete 
extraction.

“It is quite amazing to think 
that this soldier not only endured 
this procedure without anesthe-
sia, but he also lived many more 
years,” said Agelarakis. “This 
disabled vet survived to around 
60 years old with this painful in-
jury.”

The professor said a wound 
of this kind is an extremely rare 
find in the world of anthropology.

“This is more rare than find-
ing a diamond,” he said. “Many 
hundreds of Greek warriors have 
been excavated and this is the 
first time a wound like this has 
been observed.”

North Shore’s Coopersmith 
said the warrior probably suf-
fered for the rest of his life with 

constant pain, akin to severe car-
pal tunnel syndrome, as well as 
post-traumatic syndrome effects. 

Coopersmith also said the bone 
shows no sign of immediate infec-
tion, but the warrior would have 

lost certain abilities to turn his 
arm and grip with his hand.

While the remains were on 
loan to Adelphi, professors were 
also able to examine skull frag-
ments and reconstruct the war-
rior’s face, illustrating what he 
could have looked like at the time 
of his death.

Argie Agelarakis, a profes-
sor of technical drawing and ar-
cheological science illustration, 
carried out the facial reconstruc-
tion with the help of her students.

While the soldier’s face is 
unique, his life was not. Agela-
rakis said every male in ancient 
Greece was required to serve 
his country in the military. The 
professor, who himself served 
in the Greek military, said this 
warrior’s wounds show the price 
paid by service people around the 
world.

“It shows the deep sacrifice 
of people in the military,” he said. 
“The ones who do survive are of-
ten left with terrible injuries. Of 
course, some do not survive at 
all.”

A team of experts, including Dr. Helise Coopersmith (l.-r.) and Professors 
Anagnostis Agelarakis and Argie Agelarakis, examine the arm bone of an an-
cient Greek warrior. Photo by Steve Mosco

Hospital examines war wound of ancient Greek veteran
North Shore-LIJ welcomes anthropologists to X-ray remains of a man from the fourth century B.C.

 BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They waited for line 
for days, sleeping in tents 
as it rained, saving spots 
so their comrades could 
use the restrooms, watch-
ing for line jumpers and 
forming allegiances so 
strong they nicknamed 
themselves the Spartans.

And at exactly 9 a.m. 
Monday , the long haul 
paid off for some 750 people 
who received applications 
for elevator mechanic in 
Long Island City.

Local 3 of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers  of-
ficials estimated at least 
800 men and a handful 
of women had shown up 
to get their hands on the 
coveted form, which leads 
the way to a written test. If 
passed, the test is factored 
in along with an interview 
to rate candidates numeri-
cally.

Still, completion of 
these steps is no guarantee 
of a job. Of 750 applications 
handed out, the union 
could possibly take only 
75 people into its four-year 
apprentice program.

James Fisi, who grew 
up in Astoria and now 
lives in Flushing, had got-
ten a ride from a friend to 
Long Island City around 7 
a.m. May 15.

He spent the following 
98 hours waiting in hopes 
of landing a job where 
he could work with his 
hands.

Fisi, 44, who is cur-
rently unemployed, waited 
on a similar queue for an 
application to the Iron-
workers union in 1996 but 
did not end up getting a 
position.

This time, he hoped 
his luck would be differ-
ent.

As the line began to 
move Monday morning, 

Jwyanza Taylor, 32, a U.S. 
Navy veteran from South 
Jamaica, called his Spar-
tans to attention, and the 
group inched forward, 
closer to the office on 36th 
Street where the docu-
ments were distributed.

Taylor said the per-

centage of those who would 
actually become part of 
the union did not discour-
age him.

“I just have to get in 
there,” he said. “It’s steady 
employment and you get 
great benefits.”

Jamaica resident 

Francisco Cruz, 43, is al-
ready employed as a car 
mechanic, but said the 
union had attractive ben-
efits.

“This is one of the 
best jobs in New York,” 
Cruz said after he scored 
his application. “I’ve been 
trying to get in there for 
the last 12 years.”

Cruz, a widower with 
one child, even called in a 
favor from his 20-year-old 
daughter to hold his primo 
spot near the front of the 
line so he could find a re-
stroom.

Ricky Garcia, 22, also 
had some help from a rela-
tive. His father, Richard, 
who is retired, traveled 
with him from Newburgh 
to Queens Thursday to 
keep him company.

“It’s a great oppor-
tunity,” said Garcia, who 
works as a laborer install-
ing natural gas pipes. 
“They teach you every-

thing.”
Martin Conception, 

from Dix Hills, L.I., said a 
Local 3 job could further 
his education.

“If I got this job, it 
would be funding for 
school,” he said, explain-
ing his passion for physi-
cal therapy.

Conception said af-
ter spending several days 
with other would-be work-
ers, the group had become 
good friends, looking out 
for one another and watch-
ing for those trying to cut 
in front of them.

At about 3 a.m. or 4 
a.m. Monday, he said two 
men with sleeping bags 
had tried to sidle into the 
pack, but one applicant 
who they started calling 
Paul Revere sounded the 
alarm. A mob of about 50 
guys approached the line 
jumpers and told them to 
get lost.

James Fisi (second from l.) is the first on line for an application for 
the Local 3 union. Photo by Christina Santucci

Hundreds wait on line in LIC for elevator repair jobs
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replaced 14 miles’ worth of 
gas lines in Breezy Point. 
“But this is not the end of 
our work here. This is our 
extended family and we will 
see this effort through.”

Daly announced Na-
tional Grid will provide 
$125,000 in grants to Ken-
nedy’s Restaurant and 
Bayhouse, two restaurants 
in the community in need 
of help opening in time for 
the summer, and Breezy 
Point Lumber, which needs 
to accelerate its recovery so 
it can continue to help the 
town rebuild.

Kathy Dady, a 24-year 
Breezy Point resident and 
operator of Breezy Point 
Lumber on West Market 
Street, said her lumberyard 
opened three weeks after 
the superstorm hit.

Dady said the yard 
was devastated — she lost 
inventory, trucks and com-
puters — but Dady contin-
ued to take orders and work 
through the crisis because 
she knew the lumberyard 
would be instrumental in 
rebuilding the community.

“Everyone relies on 
the lumberyard,” she said. 
“We’ll be supplying lumber 
for the houses that were 
burnt. It will be a different 
kind of normal, but Breezy 

Point will be back.”
Habitat for Humanity 

of Westchester County is 
helping the community re-
turn from the brink. James 
Killoran, executive direc-
tor of the organization, has 
been on the ground with 
his crew since the damage 
from the October super-
storm was first being real-
ized.

“Some people are just 
getting back into their 
houses. And some houses 
are still being gutted,” said 
Killoran. “But disaster 
doesn’t take a vacation and 
neither do we.”

Killoran said the com-
munity has a chance to 
rebuild better than it was 

before, taking into account 
damage prevention from fu-
ture storms and integrating 
green building methods.

Along with his team of 
volunteers, Killoran has al-
ready begun to build better, 
installing insulation made 
from recycled blue jeans.

“It has all of the bene-
fits of insulation, with none 
of the dangers,” said Kil-
loran, referring to carcino-
gens found in the standard 
pink insulation. “Habitat 
for Humanity was green be-
fore green was in vogue.”

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) and City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
were also on hand to thank 
the volunteers and pledge 
their continued support 
to all the residents of the 
proud peninsula neighbor-
hood.

“Volunteers know that 
when they are rebuilding 
homes and businesses, they 
are also rebuilding lives,” 
said Ulrich. “It’s people 
helping people and that is 
what makes this commu-
nity so special.”

Volunteers from Habitat for Humanity return from rebuilding duties to loud appreciation. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

(D-Flushing) has thrown 
his support behind current 
Comptroller John Liu.

The party endorsed a 
slate of candidates along 
with Quinn at a meeting 
earlier this week, when it 
also announced its support 
for former state Assembly-
woman Melinda Katz in 
her bid to become the next 
borough president.

The party is led by Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and is considered 
to be one of the better  run 
clubs in the city, according 
to numerous politicos.

But its members did 
not completely fall into line 
behind the leadership.

Several days before 
the party made its endorse-
ments, Meeks issued a state-
ment hailing Thompson as 
the one candidate qualified 
to lead the city and properly 
represent his constituents.

“He’s got a plan to im-
prove our public schools, 
keep our communities safe 
and create good-paying 

jobs in every community,” 
Meeks said. “Bill will never 
turn his back on the people 
of southeast Queens or any 
community in New York. 
He knows how to bring peo-
ple together and lead.”

Former Councilman 
Archie Spigner, a district 
leader from southeast 
Queens, said Meeks prob-
ably saw how difficult it 
would be for Quinn to gain 
support in the community.

“I think he may have 
concluded that Quinn is go-
ing to be a hard sell to the 

black community,” he said. 
The party also passed 

over Queens Director of 
Community Boards Bar-
ry Grodenchik, who an-
nounced he was dropping 
out of the race Tuesday, and 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), who is run-
ning against Katz in the 
crowded field for borough 
president.

“I would have been 
much happier if they would 
have selected him,” Spigner 
said.

He added that his po-

litical club might decide to 
back Comrie, should he stay 
in the race, and Thompson 
during a meeting that was 
set for this Thursday.

In the Asian enclave 
of Flushing, Liu enjoys a 
strong following. The comp-
troller lives in the neigh-
borhood and was Koo’s pre-
decessor in the Council.

“Although the council-
man respects the decision 
of the county leaders, Peter 
has a longstanding rela-
tionship with Comptrol-
ler Liu and feels John has 
been a trailblazer for Asian 
Americans,” said James 
McClelland, Koo’s cam-
paign adviser. “Peter Koo 
strongly supports John Liu 
in the Democratic primary 
for mayor.”

Liu is the only member 
of the Queens Democrats in 
the mayoral race, but has 
been dogged by a federal 
investigation into his cam-
paign. Two former staffers, 
including the treasurer, 
were recently convicted by 
a federal jury of soliciting 
illegal donations, but Liu 
has not been charged with 
any wrongdoing. Party in-

siders said this may have 
played into Crowley’s deci-
sion to go with Quinn.

But the former Flush-
ing councilman has grown 
increasingly defiant, tell-
ing federal prosecutors re-
peatedly to “put up or shut 
up,” and in some cases the 
narrative that Liu has been 
targeted specifically to de-
rail his mayoral prospects 
has helped him.

The Communication 
Workers of America gave 
him the nod Tuesday, say-
ing in a release that Liu 
has “become the target of 
a smear campaign that is 
long on repetitive rhetoric 
and innuendo but short on 
the facts.”

Liu was elected to 
citywide office thanks to 
a groundswell of support 
from the Asian-American 
community, something Koo 
believes could happen in 
the mayoral race as well.

“The councilman be-
lieves this could be a his-
toric moment for Asian 
Americans in New York 
City politics,” he said.

near either the parking lot 
of the Mets’ Citi Field or a 
nearby rail yard operated 
by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority. 

Sites along the Brook-
lyn waterfront, in the Bronx 
and in western Manhattan 
were also examined.

The idea New York 
City Football Club may not 
want to build a stadium 
in Flushing Meadows was 
good news for advocacy 
groups.

“We are happy and re-
lieved, but we have to make 
sure nothing comes in its 
place,” said Paul Graziano, 
of Save Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, a group op-
posed to private develop-
ment in the green space. 

“This sheds light on 
the incredibly bad behavior 
by very powerful people, 
and hopefully will spark a 
change in the way things 
are being done to stop this 
travesty from occurring 
again.” 

“We expressed our 
opinions, and they talked 
us around in circles while 
offering their own justifi-
cations,” said Braunstein, 
one of several elected of-
ficials leading the charge. 
“We’re trying to argue that 
they should at least go back 
and review whether or not 
there is a significant im-
pact in our communities.”

Braunstein and his 
colleagues in government 
have been pressing the 
FAA for the better part of 
the last year, demanding 
answers as to why constitu-
ents have been reporting a 
spike in airliner noise go-
ing into and coming out of 
LaGuardia Airport. The 
FAA has gone on record 
saying new flight patterns 
were initially put into ef-
fect in February 2012 for a 
six-month trial basis before 
making the routes perma-
nent in December.

After months of ral-
lying, the FAA eventually 
met face-to-face with resi-
dents of northeast Queens 

in a town hall forum at 
Bay Terrace Jewish Center 
earlier this year. The meet-
ing became contentious at 
times, but left few questions 
answered — spurring the 
elected officials to arrange 
another sit-down with the 
agency.

“Agreeing to work with 
the community to review 
the new flight patterns, and 
taking another look at the 
environmental assessment 
process in the step-by-step 
process we urged, is a move 
in the right direction,” said 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing). “Although more 
still needs to be done, this 
is a positive move that can 
hopefully have an effect 
on the increased airplane 
noise that Queens resi-
dents have been forced to 
endure.”

In the elected officials’ 
meeting last week with 
the FAA, Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) suggested the 
agency gather its lawyers 
and meet with experts of 
northeast Queens — in-
cluding members of activ-
ist group Queens Quiet 
Skies — to fully assess the 
decision-making process. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Queens County Democratic Organization Rep. Joseph Crowley (l.-
r.) stands with former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz, who the par-
ty hopes will replace Borough President Helen Marshall in the fall. 

Photo courtesy Marie Figueroa
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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