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BY PHIL CORSO AND CHRISTINA 
SANTUCCI

Police in South Jamaica put 
out a $22,000 bounty on the sus-
pect wanted for shooting and kill-
ing a 14-year-old girl on a city bus 
last weekend with hopes to bring 
justice to a wounded community.

D’aja Robinson, 14, was shot 
in the head around 8:30 p.m. Sat-
urday  as she sat near the back of 
an idling Q6 bus near the inter-

section of Rockaway and Sutphin 
boulevards when an unknown 
gunman pumped at least nine 
rounds into it from the outside, 
cops said. The girl, nicknamed 
“Asia,” had just left a nearby 
Sweet 16 party with friends when 
she boarded the bus just six blocks 
away from her home.

The shooter fled into nearby 
Baisley Pond Park and has re-
mained at large, but investigators 

Major League Soccer ended 
months of speculation by an-
nouncing that a new team called 
New York City Football Club will 
begin playing in 2015. 

The league had sought to 
build a stadium in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, but docu-
ments suggest otherwise.

See story on Page 4

Continued on Page 50
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Delta Airlines and 

the Port Authority plan to 
cut the ribbon Friday on 
a $1.2 billion expansion to 
Kennedy Airport’s Termi-
nal 4, but as the airport 
continues to grow, those 
who work at JFK and live 
in the neighborhoods sur-
rounding it said they are 
not sharing in the wealth 
and they are planning to 
make their voices heard 
on the big day.

For several months 
now, security workers at 
Global Elite and Air Serv, 
two companies contracted 
by airlines at JFK, have 
been trying to unionize, 
citing low wages and poor 
benefits.

“The median wages 
for these service jobs at 
Kennedy and the other 
Port Authority airports 
are between $8 and $9 an 
hour .... those  are really 
fast-food wages, and these 
are again for security 
guards and other people 
caring for this vital trans-
portation infrastructure,” 

Paul Sonn, legal co-direc-
tor of the National Employ-
ment Law Project, said at a 
labor rally in Queens Vil-
lage last week.

According to a New 
York University survey, 
about a quarter of the 
67,000 employees at JFK, 
LaGuardia and Newark 
airports work in service 
positions such as secu-
rity, baggage handler and 
cabin cleaner, and the vast 
majority of them are con-
tracted workers.

Sonn said that 20 to 30 
years ago airport employ-
ees had better jobs work-
ing directly for the air-
lines, but a trend toward 
low bidding contracts that 
started with industry de-
regulation and accelerated 
by the recession has left 
airport jobs on par with 
those at Walmart.

Nationwide, he said, 
60 percent of job growth 
during the recession has 
been for jobs paying $12 an 
hour.

“It’s really worse in 
New York because New 

BY STEVE MOSCO

More than six months 
after Hurricane Sandy, the 
small community of Breezy 
Point is still fighting to re-
build and return a sense of 
normalcy to everyday life.

Residents of the sea-
side town got many helping 
hands last week as close 
to 70 National Grid volun-
teers joined with Habitat 
for Humanity to assist in 
the massive cleanup effort. 
The groups worked togeth-
er gutting houses, painting 
and installing floors, sheet-
rock and insulation.

But this was no ordi-
nary cleanup effort. Na-
tional Grid President Ken 
Daly stood in front of the 
throngs of volunteers and 
residents at Christ Commu-
nity Church, at 60 W. Mar-
ket St., and announced the 
power supplier has given 
grants to three local busi-
nesses to expedite the re-
building process.

“These grants will 
give businesses a boost and 
help the locals get up and 
running,” said Daly, add-
ing that National Grid has 
replaced 14 miles’ worth of 
gas lines in Breezy Point. 
“But this is not the end of 
our work here. This is our 
extended family and we will 
see this effort through.”

Daly announced Na-
tional Grid will provide 
$125,000 in grants to Ken-
nedy’s Restaurant and 
Bayhouse, two restaurants 
in the community in need 
of help opening in time for 
the summer, and Breezy 

Point Lumber, which needs 
to accelerate its recovery so 
it can continue to help the 
town rebuild.

Kathy Dady, a 24-year 
Breezy Point resident and 
operator of Breezy Point 
Lumber on West Market 
Street, said her lumberyard 
opened three weeks after 
the superstorm hit.

Dady said the yard 
was devastated — she lost 
inventory, trucks and com-
puters — but Dady contin-
ued to take orders and work 
through the crisis because 
she knew the lumberyard 
would be instrumental in 
rebuilding the community.

“Everyone relies on 
the lumberyard,” she said. 
“We’ll be supplying lumber 
for the houses that were 
burnt. It will be a different 
kind of normal, but Breezy 
Point will be back.”

Habitat for Humanity 

of Westchester County is 
helping the community re-
turn from the brink. James 
Killoran, executive direc-
tor of the organization, has 
been on the ground with 
his crew since the damage 
from the October super-
storm was first being real-
ized.

“Some people are just 
getting back into their 
houses. And some houses 
are still being gutted,” said 
Killoran. “But disaster 
doesn’t take a vacation and 
neither do we.”

Killoran said the com-
munity has a chance to 
rebuild better than it was 
before, taking into account 
damage prevention from fu-
ture storms and integrating 
green building methods.

Along with his team of 
volunteers, Killoran has al-
ready begun to build better, 
installing insulation made 

from recycled blue jeans.
“It has all of the bene-

fits of insulation, with none 
of the dangers,” said Kil-
loran, referring to carcino-
gens found in the standard 
pink insulation. “Habitat 
for Humanity was green be-
fore green was in vogue.”

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) and City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
were also on hand to thank 
the volunteers and pledge 
their continued support 
to all the residents of the 
proud peninsula neighbor-
hood.

“Volunteers know that 
when they are rebuilding 
homes and businesses, they 
are also rebuilding lives,” 
said Ulrich. “It’s people 
helping people and that is 
what makes this commu-
nity so special.”

State Sen. James Sanders says contract workers at JFK should be 
paid higher wages as the airport expands with the help of tax-free 
bonds. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Volunteers from Habitat for Humanity return from rebuilding duties to loud appreciation. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

Airport workers plan 
to crash JFK party

Utility aids storm recovery
National Grid pledges cash as its volunteers assist Breezy Point

Continued on Page 50
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BY STEVE MOSCO

George O’Neill can 
see it now: a packed dining 
room, a raucous bar and 
a Maspeth neighborhood 
thrilled to have its favorite 
place back.

Days after a fire tore 
through his eponymous eat-
ery, O’Neill’s was already 
having visions of his re-
built restaurant. And now 
more than two years after 
the blaze, the 53rd Street 
fixture is on target for a 
June 14 grand reopening.

“I’ve been dreaming of 
seeing all of my old friends 
and customers again,” he 
said. “It’s been far too long 
and I need to hear that 
noise of a busy restaurant.”

The Maspeth eatery, at 
64-21 53rd St., has been in 
the family since 1928, when 
O’Neill’s father opened what 
was then called the Plateau 
Tavern. As years passed, 

O’Neill began buying up 
the property surrounding 
the watering hole: a gro-
cery store, a barbershop, a 
liquor store, a cleaners, a 
bakery, a delicatessen.

Throughout the years, 
O’Neill’s hosted nearly ev-
ery imaginable character 
at the bar, in the dining 
room and in the old cater-
ing space. From the cham-
pion New York Mets of the 
1980s to neighborhood reg-
ulars, the restaurant was a 
beloved meeting place for 
decades.

But the blaze in May 
2011 robbed the neighbor-
hood of that meeting place, 
just as it robbed O’Neill and 
his employees of a liveli-
hood.

“I have people here 
that I need to get back to 
work,” he said, referring 
to O’Neill’s’ approximately 
75 employees. “I’m not the 
only one anxious to get go-

ing and get customers in 
this building.”

O’Neill plans to pack 
in even more new friends 

with an expanded catering 
room in the back of the res-
taurant. He said the space 
will hold around 300 to 350 
patrons and will be avail-
able for every party imag-
inable.

And when customers 
return, O’Neill said they 
will find the same top qual-
ity food they had become ac-
customed to before the fire. 
O’Neill is the most proud of 
his steaks, which he orders 
from the same suppliers as 
some of the city’s top steak 
houses.

“I don’t think you 
can get a better steak in 
Queens,” O’Neill said, with-
out a hint of pretense. “You 
have got to have quality 
food in this industry. If you 
don’t use top quality food, 
get out of the restaurant 
business.”

O’Neill operates the 
restaurant with his son-in-
law, Danny Pyle, a former 

firefighter with the FDNY. 
And when the restaurant 
opens on Flag Day, O’Neill 
expects another son-in-law 
to be there: former New 
York Ranger and hockey 
legend Brian Leetch.

The restaurant’s re-
opening is on pace to be 
a huge event in Maspeth. 
O’Neill said he is working 
on closing 53rd Street and 
holding a special ceremony 
outside. He wants the res-
taurant’s Maspeth return 
to be a grand neighborhood 
event, more than two years 
in the making.

“If everyone who says 
they’re going to be here 
shows up, the line will be 
around the corner,” he said. 
“It won’t be the same. It will 
be better.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

George O’Neill is ready to reopen his restaurant after more than 
two years rebuilding following a fire. Photo by Steve Mosco

Popular eatery sets sights on June return to Maspeth
O’Neill’s targets Flag Day for grand reopening after 2011 blaze sparked two-year rebuilding effort

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY  866.392.1378
Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

68-60 Austin Street 

Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 

7am-10pm 

FOR ESTHILLSDINER.NET

Chicken Quesadilla
with Letuce, Tomato, Onions, and 
Peppers on a Whole Wheat Tortilla

Chicken Parmigiana
with Spaghetti

California Salad Plate
with Cottage Cheese

Texas BBQ Burger
Canadian Bacon, One Egg, Cheese

Broiled Pork Chops
with Potato, Vegetable, and Apple Sauce

Fried Filet of Sole on Bun
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries

Chicken or Beef Teriyaki
with Rice and Beans

Broiled Half Chicken
with Rice and Beans or French Fries

Chilli Con Carne
over Vegetable Rice

Cheese Burger DX/Tuna 
Wrappe DX/Any Panini DX
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries 

Buffalo Burger Deluxe
Chicken Burger Deluxe

New 10oz Homemade

With Fountain Soda

AWARD 2013
Customer Favorite At

FOREST HILLS DINER
BACON & CHEESE BURGER

Selected by GrubHub Customers

SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

15% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK* 

With Advertisement
Dine In Only

*NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW 

AVAILABLE

Please join me this Memorial Day
in taking the time to remember and pray for

all those who gave their lives fi ghting for
our freedom and our country.

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY  11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

District Offi ces:

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

Member of Veterans, Homeland Security, And Military Affairs Committee
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Rockaways residents 
who have endured months 
without the A subway line 
linking them to the rest of 
the city due to Hurricane 
Sandy’s wrath will soon 
have that vital service back 
up and running.

The MTA said A train 
service is being restored 
to the Rockaways May 30, 
slightly ahead of schedule.

“Life hasn’t been so 
easy for the residents in 
the Rockaways,” said Fer-
nando Ferrer, acting chair-
man of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. 
“So we’ll be very happy to 
welcome them back on the 
A train on the 30th of this 
month.”

The MTA previously 
had projected service would 
be back in June.

Ferrer, along with 
MTA interim Executive 
Director Thomas Prender-
gast, made the announce-
ment at a news conference 
at the South Ferry subway 
station in Manhattan last 
Thursday.

Ferrer said the repairs 
have been made “in the 
speed of light.”

“Our system in the 
Rockaways, like life itself 
in that area, was devastat-
ed,” he said.

The A line extends 
from Howard Beach over 
Jamaica Bay into the Rock-
aways. Floodwaters from 
Sandy washed out 1,500 
feet of track; destroyed 
miles of signal, power and 
communication wires; and 
completely flooded subway 
stations.

Prendergast said de-

bris removal from the track 
beds alone, which included 
removal of a boat that 
washed onto the beds, took 
four weeks.

He also said the resto-
ration of the line was held 
up because the MTA had 
to have some material re-
placed by original vendors 
and suppliers, who had to 
then manufacture the ma-
terial.

“That’s why it took a 
long time to be able to get it 
to this point,” he said.

The MTA is also work-
ing to protect the system 
from future storm surges 
by putting a 2-mile flood 
wall constructed from cor-
rugated marine steel sheet 
wall along the right-of-way.

Prendergast said such 
preventative measures are 
needed because extreme 
weather events such as Hur-
ricane Sandy are occurring 
more frequently.

“You have to have new 
criteria to design a system 
to be able to withstand 
those events from happen-
ing, because they will hap-
pen,” he said.

He said the MTA is 
looking at new solutions 
and technologies that could 
be put into place in the fu-
ture to flood-proof the sys-
tem, but he added that the 
agency is also devising so-
lutions to be put into place 
in the short-term.

“We don’t have to wait 
for space age solutions,” he 
said.

Solutions include put-
ting barriers over poten-
tial water entryways to the 
subway, such as elevators, 
vents, hatches, manholes 
and stairways.

BY JOE ANUTA
 

The odds that a soccer 
team funded by an Abu Dha-
bi sheik and the New York 
Yankees will scrap plans 
for a stadium in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park are 
more likely than official 
announcements have indi-
cated, TimesLedger News-
papers has learned. 

Major League Soccer 
Commissioner Don Gar-
ber announced Tuesday 
Sheik Mansour bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan, the owner of a 
British team called Man-
chester City Football Club, 
and the Bronx Bombers, 
which have signed on as 
minority partners, will 
head the league’s newest 
franchise. 

The team, called New 
York City Football Club, 
plans to begin its first 
season in 2015 at a tempo-
rary venue the team said 
has not been decided, but 
which documents seen by 
TimesLedger identify as 
Yankee Stadium.  

MLS has spent more 
than a year and nearly $2 
million on lobbyists to lay 
the groundwork for a 13-

acre stadium proposed on 
top of a non-working foun-
tain in the park, which was 
touted by the Bloomberg 
administration but met 
with vehement opposition 
by Queens parks groups.

In order to fend off con-
tinuing criticism directed 
at the team’s majority own-
er from Abu Dhabi’s royal 
family, the New York City 
Football Club has already 
planned to abandon the 
idea, documents suggest.

A spokeswoman dis-
puted that information and 
issued a statement in re-
sponse. 

“New York City Foot-

ball Club is pursuing Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
as well as alternatives. We 
look forward to engaging 
the community,” she said. 
“We are looking for a home, 
not simply a place to play, 
and our mandate for now is 
to listen.”

The club plans to draw 
focus away from the tur-
moil in Queens by backing 
off the park complex and in-
stead pushing news about 
players and highlighting 
the upcoming 2015 season, 
according to documents, 
which is a year earlier than 
MLS had originally antici-
pated play would begin. 

The decision seems 
to have come as a surprise 
to both Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and MLS.

As recently as May 13, 
Bloomberg defended the 
Flushing Meadows stadi-
um plan, telling reporters 
at a news conference re-
placement parkland would 
be found for the proposed 
25,000-seat stadium.

And in late April, MLS 
Commissioner Don Gar-
ber was still insisting the 
Queens stadium was the 
only option. 

“If we get this done, it 
will be in Flushing Mead-

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Willets 
Point auto shops shut down 
by the city last week are 
hoping to reopen soon, ac-
cording to a community 
organizer affiliated with 
some of the tenants.

Business owners said 
Friday’s closure of a host of 
locations along 126th Street 
was an act of intimidation, 
but city officials said shod-
dy construction was the 
only culprit.

“This is harassment,” 
said Sergio Aguirre, who 
works with several of the 
businesses operating in 
Willets Point. 

Inspectors from the 
city Department of Build-

ings arrived at 38-01 126th 
Street and shut down five 
auto shops which, accord-
ing to inspectors, had been 
illegally subdivided.

Basam Abdul is the 
owner of Spotless Muf-
fler on the corner of 126th 
Street and 38th Avenue. He 
said city inspectors came 
without warning and shut-
tered his business, leaving 

him without a source of in-
come.

“I’ve lost my life. My 
son is in college. My daugh-
ter is in college,” he said, 
adding that he also has two 
children in public school. 
“I am here 15 years. I pay 
taxes.”

The inspectors issued 
an order to vacate the five 
businesses, citing condi-

tions “imminently perilous 
to life,” according to a sign 
posted on Abdul’s business. 

Many of the business 
owners felt they were being 
unfairly targeted because 
they are located where de-
velopers and the city plan 
to build part of the $3 bil-
lion project to redevelop 
Willets Point. 

The project is set to 
proceed in three phases, 
with the first and second 
portions requiring the 
businesses in question to 
be torn down.

In fact, the city has al-
ready purchased the prop-
erty where the five busi-
nesses are located, along 
with most of the other par-

Corroded equipment shows the damage floodwaters from 
Hurricane Sandy did to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s 
infrastructure. Photo by Karen Frantz

Former Manchester City player Claudio Reyna (l.-r.), MLS Commissioner Don Garber, Manchester City 
CEO Ferran Soriano, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Yankees Managing Partner Hal Steinbrenner and 
Yankees President Randy Levine introduce the new team. Photo by Joe Anuta

Business owners Jamie Sabeti (l.) Basam Abdul (c.) and Akram 
Mohibi (r.) blast the city for shutting down their shops. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Rockaway ‘A’ train 
to return Thursday

Qns soccer site may be dead
MLS team plans to stop critics by backing off from Flushing Meadows

Willets owners say DOB harassing them
Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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BY PHIL CORSO

St. John’s Univer-
sity class of 2013 student 
speaker Kevin Lee Grover 
summed it up with three 
words when asked what 
his generation had the po-
tential to do in the years 
ahead: Change the world.

The Peter J. Tobin Col-
lege of Business graduate 
delivered an enthusiastic 
address to nearly 2,800 of 
his classmates and 19,000 of 
their family members Sun-
day at the college’s 143rd 
commencement ceremony 
at the Jamaica Estates cam-
pus Sunday, outlining why 
he felt the best days were 
ahead.

“We, the millennials, 
are not afraid of the chal-
lenges that no doubt await 
us in our future,” Grover 
said. “We will apply the 
skills gained here at St. 
John’s to make the neces-
sary changes for a better 
tomorrow.”

This year some stu-
dents sported an extra lay-
er on top of the traditional 
graduation gowns in the 
form of plastic ponchos, 
but the constant trickling 
drizzle falling over the 
morning ceremony did not 
put a damper on the day’s 
theme of remembering the 
college’s record of service 
and outreach, especially 
late last year during Super-

storm Sandy.
In his final commence-

ment address as the 15th 
president of the college, the 
Rev. Donald J. Harrington 
reminded the class of 2013 
to never forget the lessons 
they learned in the face of 
disaster.

“Even on this special 
and most joyous occasion, 
we cannot help but recall 
the great suffering endured 

by so many of our neighbors 
at the time of Superstorm 
Sandy,” Harrington said. 
“Personally, I am deeply 
proud of the number of 
our students and staff who 
ventured forth from this 
campus to help and assist 
in other parts of Queens 
and Staten Island for many 
weeks and months after 
that tragedy.”

Harrington, 67, an-

nounced this month his im-
pending retirement, effec-
tive July 31. He addressed 
the college in his last 
graduation ceremony after 
an invocation delivered by 
Brooklyn Diocese Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio.

In welcoming the cer-
emony’s commencement 
speaker, U.S. Rep. Peter 
King (R-Massapequa Park), 
Harrington put the spot-

light  back to Sandy and 
thanked the elected official 
for his leadership when it 
was needed most.

King, who also re-
ceived an honorary doctor 
of laws degree at the gradu-
ation, threw big numbers at 
the great lawn full of grad-
uates, detailing Sandy’s 
roughly $33 billion in over-
all damage, 300,000 dam-
aged homes and 2 million 
residents left without pow-
er across the Northeast.

But all it takes to make 
a difference, King said, was 
one.

“Lesser people would 
have given up, or even 
worse, turned against one 
another or looked out only 
for themselves,” King said. 
“That was not the spirit of 
New York or New Jersey. 
I am absolutely confident 
as you go forward from St. 
John’s that you will suc-
cessfully and courageously 
confront and overcome 

BY PHIL CORSO

From the outside, 
Elmhurst’s First Presbyte-
rian Church of Newtown 
stands alone with a tower-
ing exterior that is mark-
edly different from those of 
its neighbors along Queens 
Boulevard.

Inside, a bell originally 
crafted in 1787 — just after 
the American Revolution 
— still rings every Sunday, 
reminding those in the vi-
cinity of its historic past.

The building was cho-
sen as one of the city’s most 
storied and sacred sites and 
welcomed the public over 
the weekend, marking the 
city Landmarks Conser-
vancy’s third annual open 
house weekend. Through-
out the day, visitors pass-

ing through the church 
were treated to talks on 
history and architecture as 
well as walking tours of the 
building.

The sacred sites pro-
gram is the only statewide 
program in the country to 
give funding and techni-
cal assistance toward the 
restoration of culturally 
significant and religious 
buildings, the Landmarks 
Conservancy said.

“Religious art and ar-
chitecture is perhaps our 
greatest creative achieve-
ment,” said Peg Breen, 
president of the Landmarks 
Conservancy. “Nowhere 
in the United States is this 
better demonstrated than 
right here in New York 
with its rich diversity of 
religions and ecclesiastical 

buildings.”
Church historian Mar-

jorie Melikian stood on 
the church stage Saturday 
afternoon and read tales 
of the building’s long his-
tory, surrounded by old 
photographs and artifacts 
to supplement the stories. 
She told the group of on-
lookers about the congre-
gation’s  361-year history 
in Elmhurst, making it the 
oldest church in Queens 
and one of the oldest in the 
city.  The multicultural 
church still holds regular 
services.

“This building is an 
integral part of history,” 
Melikian said. “It was im-
portant to the development 
of Queens as we know it 
today.”

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The fabled Muppets 
have found a permanent 
home in Queens.

Jim Henson’s children 
announced Tuesday they 
are donating their father’s 
entire Muppet collection 
to Astoria’s Museum of the 
Moving Image, which, in 
turn, will provide a new 
wing to display the beloved 
puppets.

“We are delighted that 
the Museum of the Moving 
Image will house this per-
manent collection of my fa-
ther’s work,” said Henson’s 
daughter Cheryl. “Our 
fondness for this city and 
its institutions is deeply 
rooted as NYC was home 
for the Jim Henson Co. for 
many years and is now for 

the Jim Henson Workshop 
in Long Island City.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who served as 
master of ceremonies at 
the announcement, said, 
“It’s only fitting that this 
extraordinary collection of 
puppets, costumes, props 

and more should find a 
home in New York, where 
imagination and free ex-
pression are part of the 
fabric of our city and where 
anyone who’s watched an 
episode of ‘Sesame Street’ 
sees inspiration provided 
by the vibrant neighbor-
hoods and characters that 
make our city so extraordi-
nary.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who said his boyhood 
was spent “not far from 
here,” also took part in the 
ceremony.

The Jim Henson Lega-
cy, the entity now in charge 
of the Henson collection, 
will turn over articles that 
include nearly 400 puppets, 
costumes, props and other 

St. John’s University graduates cheer during their commencement ceremony Sunday. See more photos on Page 20. 
Photo courtesy Christina Santucci

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
gives Miss Piggie a kiss as 
she joins the Museum of the 
Moving Image and The Jim 
Henson Legacy Tuesday. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

St. John’s grads welcome future challenges
Commencement ceremony cites Superstorm Sandy response as pivotal moment in students’ lives

Historic Elmhurst church cited 
as one of city’s most sacred sites

Museum of Moving Image 
makes room for Muppets

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 2

4-
30

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

6

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Days after young D’aja 

Robinson was gunned down as 
she sat on an idling city bus in 
South Jamaica, the 14-year-old’s 
mother said she could not come 
to terms with the way her daugh-
ter was killed.

“Me, as a mom, I can’t accept 
the fact that she’s been shot in 
the head, you know? That’s some-
thing that she did not deserve,” 
Shadia Sands said as she rested 
on a bench in Baisley Pond Park, 
not far from where her daughter 
was killed by an unknown shoot-
er Saturday night. 

“We’re not at war out here,” 
she added. “I don’t know why we 
have these two gangs running 
around here like this, and these 
little kids are not tough without 
a gun, so they need to just sit 
down.”

Sands said she dropped her 
only child off at a Sweet 16 party 
Saturday afternoon and, because 
of the rain, the teenager decided 
to ride the Q6 bus back home in-
stead of walking the six blocks to 

her house.
According to the police, an 

unknown gunman opened fire 
on the bus around 8:30 p.m. as it 
sat idling near the intersection 
of Rockaway and Sutphin boule-
vards, fatally striking Robinson 
in the head before fleeing into 
the park. No one else on the bus 
was hurt.

Sands said she got a call and 
rushed to the scene.

“I seen my daughter coming 
out of the bus on the stretcher, 
not moving,” Sands said. “I knew 
for a fact that my child was gone 
right then and there.”

A number of elected offi-
cials gathered in the park Tues-
day to condemn the shooting and 
call on community members to 
come forward with any infor-
mation they may have about the 
shooter.

“She didn’t suffer,” City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) told Sands 
as she offered her condolences.

The 113th Precinct’s com-
munity affairs office said there 
is a $22,000 reward for anyone 

who can come forward with in-
formation leading to the arrest 
and indictment of the suspect, 
who was described as a man be-

tween the ages of 18 and 25 wear-
ing a black sweater.

“This incident is heinous. 
It’s a senseless act of violence. 

But just to sum up the totality 
of it, it is cowardly,” Council-
man Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
said. “This community, South 
Jamaica, is standing unified 
behind this family. We are uni-
fied in the message calling for 
the cowards who committed 
this senseless act of violence to 
come forward, and if anybody in 
the community has any infor-
mation, we are asking that you 
come forward also.”

Pastor Calvin Rice, of New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church, said 
the entire community was back-
ing D’aja’s relatives and mem-
bers could show their support 
by overcoming the “No Snitch” 
culture.

“I know there’s something 
in this street that’s called 
‘snitches get stitches,’ but let me 
tell you something, silence gets 
violence,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Shadia Sands, (c.) the mother of slain teen D’aja Robinson, is comforted 
by Councilwoman Letitia (l.) and Council Speaker Christine Quinn. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Mother says 14-year-old didn’t deserve to die

On this Memorial Day, let us not 
forget the men and women of our 

Armed Services and those veterans who 
have served our nation with honor. 

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

OF 
NYC TEACHERS
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RIVERHEAD
1076 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, NY, 11901

631-461-3225
FLATBUSH

2494 FLATBUSH AVE., BROOKLYN NY 11234

718-677-0070
1101011

6
234444

0
GRAND

OPENINGS22494

7

DINERS
CLUBFINANCIAL SERVICES CARD

®®

FINANCIAL SERVICES CARD®

®

QUEENS
FACTORY OUTLET
& Clearance Center
MASPETH
58-77 57 Street
(Corner Grand Ave.) 
(347) 881-1458

ASTORIA
28-49 Steinway Street
(718) 932-0830

JAMAICA
FACTORY OUTLET
& Clearance Center
148-02 Jamaica Avenue
(718) 297-1109

OZONE PARK
100-02 Rockaway Blvd.
(718) 641-4767

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING
191-22 Northern Blvd.
(718) 321-3757

JACKSON HEIGHTS
82-16 37th Ave. 
(718) 426-6622

MANHATTAN
1646 2nd Ave. (Bet. 85 & 86 St.)  
(212) 472-7359

104 3rd Ave. (Cor. 13th St.)
(212) 420-9556

2652 Broadway (Bet. 100 &
101 St.) (212) 678-4368

195 Lexington Ave. (32nd St.)  
(212) 252-8478

BRONX
2366 University Ave.
(Corner Fordham Rd.) 
(718) 365-9333

2157 White Plains Rd.
(near Pelham Pkwy.) 
(718) 863-7440

2011 Westchester Ave.
Parkchester (718) 239-4667

BROOKLYN
FLATBUSH
2494 Flatbush Ave.
(718) 677-0070

EMPIRE BOULEVARD
160 Empire Blvd. (718) 703-8722

BORO HALL
31 Smith St. (nr. Fulton)
(718) 625-2333

BAY RIDGE
6929 5th Avenue
(nr. Orvington Ave.)
(718) 745-0715

FLATBUSH
2054 Flatbush Ave. (Off Ave. P) 
(718) 253-0026

LONG ISLAND
RIVERHEAD
1076 Old Country Road 
(631) 461-3225

FREEPORT
244 East Merrick Rd. 
(516) 223-2590

ISLIP/BAYSHORE
609 E. Main St. (631) 969-2203

CARLE PLACE
245 Old Country Rd
(516) 333-5560

FARMINGDALE
2119 Broad Hollow Road 
(Rt 110)    (516) 777-7580

WOODMERE
253-01 Rockaway Blvd.
(5 Towns Shopping Ctr.) 
(516) 791-7072

WESTCHESTER
YONKERS
FACTORY OUTLET
& Clearance Center
636 S. Broadway
(914) 709-0019

YONKERS
2361A Central Park Ave.
(914) 337-2685

YONKERS
2167 Central Park Ave. 
(nr. Toyota) (914) 779-7422

ELMSFORD
15 E. Main St. (914) 345-6161

STATEN ISLAND
1756 Forest Ave. (at Richmond 
Avenue in Shoprite Shop Ctr.)
(718) 477-6363

Excluding Advertised Items & 
Custom Work. Expires 5-30-13

USE IN STORE OR ONLINE WITH 
COUPON CODE #BT10%OFF0523

THIS WEEK ONLY!

10%   OFF*

YOUR ENTIRE ORDER!

ANY ORDER 
UP TO $1499

ANY ORDER 
OVER $1500

USE IN STORE ONLY

USE IN STORE ONLY

USE IN STORE ONLY

10%  
OFF*

20%  
OFF*

15%  
OFF*

Excluding Advertised Items & 
Custom Work. Expires 05-30-13

ANY ORDER 
OVER $2000

GOTHIC’S 
BEST COUPON 
VALUES EVER!

OTHER PINE PLATFORM BEDS       Reg       SALE
#FPB-P Full Size (No Drawers) .............$279 ...... $179 
#QPB-P Queen Size (No Drawers) .........$279 .....  $179
#KPB-P King Size (No Drawers) ........... $419 .....  $269

SOLID PINE PLATFORM BED 
(No Drawers) Unfinished
Twin Size #TPB Reg $181

$99SALE

SOLID PINE PLATFORM BEDS W/ UP TO 4 DRAWERS. 
AVAILABLE UNF. OR IN A CHOICE OF 20 COLORS!COLORS!

Mattress not included.
Shown in our classic Unfinished Wood.

SOLID PINE BOOKCASES FEATURING DECORATIVE 
MOULDINGS. AVAIL. UNF. OR IN A CHOICE OF 20 COLORS.

SOLID PINE BOOKCASE 
with 2 Adj. Shelves. 
12D x 33W x 42H 
Unf. #120-P Reg $237

SOLID PINE BOOKCASE 
w/ 4 Adj. Shelves. 12D 
x 33W x 60H Unf. #121-P 
Reg $279 SALE $179
SOLID PINE BOOKCASE  
w/ 4 Adj. Shelves & 1 Fixed 
Shelf. 12D x 33W x 78H Unf. 
#122-P Reg $363 SALE $239

$149
SALE

SOLID PINE 
BUNK BED 

w/ 6 Extra 
Deep Storage 

Drawers 
Twin over Twin 

unf. #BB1 
Reg $825

$529
SOLID PINE 
BUNK BED 

w/ 6 Extra Deep 
Storage Drawers
 Full over Queen 

unf. #BB2 Reg 
$1049  SALE $669

SALE

SOLID PINE OR REAL WOOD BIRCH 
BUNK BEDS AVAILABLE IN DIFFERENT 
CONFIGURATIONS FOR EVERY NEED! 

STRONGEST BUNK BEDS ON THE MARKET! 
*CERTIFIED BY THE “CONSUMER 
PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION”

HANDMADE IN NEW YORK, AFFORDABLE SOLID PINE BEDROOM. 
AVAIL. IN OUR CLASSIC UNF. WOOD OR IN A CHOICE OF 20 COLORS.

Online 
Corner

Hundreds of Items 
to choose from our 

Web-Store. Since we 
are manufacturers, our 
experience allows to 

also offer hand selected 
furniture from other 

sources that meet our 
standards for quality and 

durability.

$999$999
SALESALE

WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

ENTERTAINMENT
WALL UNIT

in a Walnut 
Finish 47 1/4D x 

93 1/4W x 60H
#CCR-BELLESONW2

Reg $1609

7 PIECE DINING 
ROOM SET
in a Grey Oak Stain
Set Includes: 1 Table 
40 x 72 & 6 Chairs 
#PWLBALINA-SET7
Reg $1623

YOURCHOICEONLY $999

CHAIRS ALSO SOLD SEPERATELY ONLY $99

COMPLETE
5 PIECE 
SOLID 
HARDWOOD 
BUTTERFLY 
LEAF 
DINING SET 
in a Natural 
Finish Set 
Includes: 1 
Table 36 x 45
 (Opens to 60”) & 4 Napoleon Chairs. Table contains 
a Self Storing Mechanism & can accomodate 
up to 6 chairs. #SEB-025-SET5 MSRP $979 $629

SALE

HANDMADE IN NY, 
FOR WATCHING 
YOUR FAVORITE 
SHOWS, REAL 
WOOD MEDIA 

STANDS. AVAILABLE 
TO FIT UP TO 60” 
TV. AVAILABLE 

UNFINISHED OR IN 
A CHOICE OF 20 

COLORS. 
BIRCH MEDIA 
STAND w/ 2 Flat  
Doors unfinished
24D x 36W x 30H 
#GR50-B Reg $321

$199
SALE

PLATFORM BED w/ 2 Drawers
on Tracks Full or Queen Size. 
Unf. #PB2OT-P Reg $461 ........SALE $299
RAISED PANEL HEADBOARD 
Full or Queen Size. Unf.
#G92-P Reg $195 .......................SALE $119
NIGHTSTAND w/ 3 Drawer on 
Tracks 17D x 20W x 31 1/2H 
Unf. #G196B-P Reg $419 ......... SALE $269
CHEST with 6 Drawers on Tracks 
20D x 33 1/2W x 57H 
Unf. #G191B-P Reg $741 ......... SALE $479
DRESSER with 9 Drawers on Tracks  
20D x 66W x 40 1/2H Unf. 
#G200B-P Reg $951 ................ SALE $599
MIRROR 34 x 40 Unfinished 
#GR10-P Reg $125 .......................SALE $79

All Stores Celebrating with the Introduction of our New & Improved “Made in New York Neighborhood Collections” 

Mattress not included.

NEW COBBLE HILL BEDROOM SET 

durdurdu abiabiab litlitty.y.yyy

*Excluding mattresses, advertised sale items, lay-a-way orders, custom orders & made to order finishes. Not valid for prior sales. In store specials and 
package deals excluded. Lifetime warranty on Gothic built furniture only. All products must be registered online for warranty. Visit us online for details or ask 
a sales associate for documentation. Installation and set-up fees may apply to some products. Delivery fees are not included in pricing. Photos, accessories 

and mattresses are not included and are for illustrative purposes only. While supplies last, not responsible for typographical errors. Sale ends 05/30/13.

1-877-4-GOTHIC
(877) 446-8442

SOLID PINE NIGHTSTAND w/ 1 Drawer Unf.  
11D x 16 1/2W x 28H #G56-P  Reg $181 SALE $119
SOLID PINE CHEST w/ 5 Drawers Unf. 
16D x 28W x 41H #G4C-P .......Reg $391 SALE $269
SOLID PINE DRESSER w/ 10 Drawers Unf. 
15D x 48W x 33H #G02-P........Reg $559 SALE $379

GET ALL 
3 PCS. 

REG 
$1131 
ONLY 
$799

LAY-A-WAY & 
FINANCING

FREE
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“While we know that some died and a 
few were rescued, the vast majority have 
simply disappeared,” according to Eliza-
beth Forel, president of the Coalition to Ban 
Horse-Drawn Carriages, which conducted 
the study. 

“Some 200 horses are registered with 
the Department of Health annually,”  Forel 
says, adding that “for 529 over the past 
seven years to have no accountability is 
deeply disturbing. Did they die of neglect, 
abuse or just old age?”

Current NYC rules do not require the 
names of buyers if the horse is sold outside 
New York City, as most are.  “Many horses 
end up at auctions where middlemen sell 
them to slaughterhouses in Canada and 
Mexico. Their meat is then processed to 
be sent overseas for humanconsumption,” 
Forel says.  

“The lack of accountability and trans-
parency is stunning,” Forel says. “These 
animals deserve better. They deserve to be 
protected from cruelty as surely as our dogs 
and cats do.”

Not all horses are as fortunate as one 
named Billy, who was repurchased by the 

Coalition in 2010 and is now living out his 
golden years in peace in Chatham, NY.

In 2011, the Coalition to Ban Horse-
Drawn Carriages asked Council Member 
Melissa Mark Viverito to sponsor a bill 
called Intro 670, that would require that 
carriage horse owners sell or donate their 
horses to organizations assuring the ani-
mal would be kept as a companion, and not 
sold or employed in another carriage busi-
ness.  

This change is designed to make the 
owners accountable to the horses they use.  
The press conference for the proposed leg-
islation was canceled by Speaker Christine 
Quinn and the bill subsequently died. Since 
that time, more than 116 horses, with no le-
gal protections, have fallen off the rolls. 

The Coalition is asking for future ac-
countability for all horses that go through 
the system, requesting answers about the 
missing horses, and asking for Intro 670 to 
be revived and passed into law.

The 21 page Coalition report and the 
original Department of Health horse lists 
are available upon request at coalition@
banhdc.org 

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  A D V T

Where have 529 carriage 
horses gone?

Study shows that 529 carriage horses have fallen off the rolls of the NYC 
Department of Health, which cannot say what had happened to them.

Since I’m income-eligible*, 
EmPower New York improved my 
insulation, reduced drafts, and 
upgraded my lighting, appliances 
and heating—for free. 
I’m lowering my energy bills and 
keeping more money in my pocket. 
A no-brainer.

You can do the same for your 
home or apartment.

»  EmPower New York
A better life begins at home. 

Learn more: 1-800-263-0960
Visit: nyserda.ny.gov/empower

I made my home 
more energy-effi  cient for

Free. 
 (really, free.)

 *  You may be eligible for EmPower if you are 
eligible for HEAP benefi ts, participate in a 
utility payment assistance program, or have 
household income below 60% of the state 
median income.

 (really, free.)
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WOODSIDE — Cops were looking for 
a suspect wanted in a burglary on 69th 
Street, the NYPD said.

According to police, the suspect en-
tered the building’s laundry room May 10 
around 1:30 a.m. and allegedly took cash 
from the money machine before fleeing 
the location.

 

POLICE 

Blotter
Woodside burglar entered thru laundry room: Cops

ELMHURST - The NYPD was asking for the public’s assis-
tance in finding a suspect wanted for robbery in the 115th Pre-
cinct.

Police said the Hispanic man, identified as Leonardo Rojas, 
37, allegedly lured his 69-year-old suspect to the rear of building 
with the promise of cans to add to the collection he was working 
on at the time. Once there, Rojas allegedly took the victim’s chain 
and displayed a knife, the NYPD said.

No injuries were reported.
Cops described Rojas as 5-foot-8 and weighing about 180 

pounds.

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police footage shows the suspect wanted for alleged-
ly taking money from a laundry room in Woodside. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Man used cans to lure Elmhurst victim: NYPD

LEONARDO 
ROJAS

JACKSON HEIGHTS — The city Po-
lice Department was asking the public 
for help to find a missing teenager last 
seen within the 115th Precinct.

Carina Mendez, 14, was reported 
missing since May 17, when she was 
seen leaving her home on 92nd Street, 
the NYPD said. Cops described her as 
standing 5-foot-4, 116 pounds and with 
black hair and brown eyes. She was last 
spotted wearing a white polo shirt, tan 
pants and a gray and white sweater, po-
lice said.

Jax Hts. teen girl reported missing: Police

CARINA MENDEZ

OZONE PARK — A man was struck and killed while crossing between 87th and 
88th streets in Ozone Park May 16, and a 25-year-old man was charged with unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle without the owner’s consent, the NYPD said.

Police said Joel Rodriguez was driving a Toyota westbound on Atlantic Avenue 
when the vehicle struck 73-year-old Rafael Diaz around 7:23 p.m.

Diaz was pronounced dead soon after at Jamaica Hospital, the NYPD said.
Rodriguez, who also lives in Ozone Park, was also charged with equipment safety 

glass violation, police said.

Man, 73, dies after getting hit by car in Ozone Pk.
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Former Forest Hills 
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner 
officially kicked off his 
quest for Gracie Mansion 
with a video announce-
ment posted on YouTube 
late Tuesday.

The scandal-scarred 
politician takes on the 
city’s mayoral campaign 
close to two years after re-
signing from Congress in 
2011 when it was revealed 
he posted a lewd photo of 
himself on Twitter. He later 
admitted to sending inap-
propriate online messages 
to six women.

Weiner addresses the 
scandal directly in the 
campaign video, making 
an appeal to the public for a 
second chance in office.

“Look, I made some 
big mistakes. And I know 
I let a lot of people down. 
But I’ve also learned some 
tough lessons. I’m running 
for mayor because I’ve been 
fighting for the middle class 
and those struggling to 
make it my entire life. And 
I hope I get a second chance 
to work for you,” he said in 
the video.

But not everyone 
thinks the ex-congress-
man deserves that second 
chance. City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) released a state-
ment Wednesday roasting 
Weiner for his actions and 
demanding he call off his 
mayoral campaign.

“I believe his entry in 
the race would be a terrible 
distraction from the impor-
tant issues that should be 

discussed in this campaign 
and from candidates who 
actually are qualified to 
be mayor,” said Gennaro, 
who also contended Weiner 
lacked the qualifications to 
be mayor. “First, I believe 
for any mayor to be effec-
tive he or she must possess 
good judgment. In my opin-
ion, his actions in 2011 show 
terribly poor judgment — to 
say the least.”

But the idea of Weiner 
as mayor might not be a far-
fetched notion, according 
to a Quinnipiac University 
poll released this week. The 
poll revealed the former 
congressman ranks second 
among Democratic candi-
dates running for 
mayor.

According to 
the poll, Weiner 
received the support of 15 
percent of Democratic vot-
ers, placing him in second 
place after City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), the current 
front-runner.

But gaining back 
the trust of voters will be 
tough, according to Mau-
rice Carroll, director of 
the Quinnipiac University 
Polling Institute. Carroll 
said 49 percent of voters 
said Weiner should not run 
for office.

“Should Weiner run? 
More, especially women, 
say no,” Carroll said.

Carroll also said the 
addition of Weiner to the 
race could result in a run-
off, as it would be difficult 
for any candidate to reach 
the magic 40-percent num-

BY JOE ANUTA

Two Democratic law-
makers from Queens are 
diverging from the mayoral 
endorsements of the party 
leadership.

The Queens Democrat-
ic organization endorsed 
City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
Monday, but U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) is 
backing former city Comp-
troller Bill Thompson and 
Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) has thrown 
his support behind current 
Comptroller John Liu.

The party endorsed a 
slate of candidates 
along with Quinn 
at a meeting earlier 
this week, when it 

also announced its support 
for former state Assembly-
woman Melinda Katz in 
her bid to become the next 
borough president.

The party is led by Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and is considered 
to be one of the better  run 
clubs in the city, according 
to numerous politicos.

But its members did 
not completely fall into line 
behind the leadership.

Several days before 
the party made its endorse-
ments, Meeks issued a state-
ment hailing Thompson as 
the one candidate qualified 
to lead the city and properly 
represent his constituents.

“He’s got a plan to im-
prove our public schools, 
keep our communities safe 
and create good-paying 
jobs in every community,” 
Meeks said. “Bill will never 
turn his back on the people 
of southeast Queens or any 
community in New York. 
He knows how to bring peo-
ple together and lead.”

Former Councilman 
Archie Spigner, a district 
leader from southeast 
Queens, said Meeks prob-
ably saw how difficult it 
would be for Quinn to gain 
support in the community.

“I think he may have 
concluded that Quinn is go-
ing to be a hard sell to the 

black community,” he said. 
The party also passed 

over Queens Director of 
Community Boards Bar-
ry Grodenchik, who an-
nounced he was dropping 
out of the race Tuesday, and 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), who is run-
ning against Katz in the 
crowded field for borough 
president.

“I would have been 

much happier if they would 
have selected him,” Spigner 
said.

He added that his po-
litical club might decide to 
back Comrie, should he stay 
in the race, and Thompson 
during a meeting that was 
set for this Thursday.

In the Asian enclave 
of Flushing, Liu enjoys a 
strong following. The comp-
troller lives in the neigh-

borhood and was Koo’s pre-
decessor in the Council.

“Although the council-
man respects the decision 
of the county leaders, Peter 
has a longstanding rela-
tionship with Comptrol-
ler Liu and feels John has 
been a trailblazer for Asian 
Americans,” said James 
McClelland, Koo’s cam-
paign adviser. “Peter Koo 
strongly supports John Liu 
in the Democratic primary 
for mayor.”

Liu is the only member 
of the Queens Democrats in 
the mayoral race, but has 
been dogged by a federal 
investigation into his cam-
paign. Two former staffers, 
including the treasurer, 
were recently convicted by 
a federal jury of soliciting 
illegal donations, but Liu 
has not been charged with 
any wrongdoing. Party in-
siders said this may have 
played into Crowley’s deci-
sion to go with Quinn.

But the former Flush-
ing councilman has grown 
increasingly defiant, tell-
ing federal prosecutors re-
peatedly to “put up or shut 
up,” and in some cases the 
narrative that Liu has been 
targeted specifically to de-
rail his mayoral prospects 
has helped him.

The Communication 
Workers of America gave 
him the nod Tuesday, say-
ing in a release that Liu 
has “become the target of 
a smear campaign that is 
long on repetitive rhetoric 
and innuendo but short on 
the facts.”

Liu was elected to 
citywide office thanks to 
a groundswell of support 
from the Asian-American 
community, something Koo 
believes could happen in 
the mayoral race as well.

“The councilman be-
lieves this could be a his-
toric moment for Asian 
Americans in New York 
City politics,” he said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner’s entry into the mayoral race was 
made official this week.

Queens County Democratic Organization Rep. Joseph Crowley (l.-
r.) stands with former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz, who the par-
ty hopes will replace Borough President Helen Marshall in the fall. 

Photo courtesy Marie Figueroa

Weiner makes video  
for his mayoral run

Qns. Dem party backs Quinn
Meeks endorses Thompson as Koo throws his weight behind Liu

Some Queens pols are breaking with the party and endors-
ing former City Comptroller Bill Thompson (l.) and current City 
Comptroller John Liu for mayor.

Continued on Page 52
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OTHER VOICES

Queens Library needs help from patrons

T
he city’s executive 
budget has been re-
leased. It proposes a 
cut to Queens Library 

of $29.6 million, part of a 
proposed cut to libraries 
citywide of $100 million.

If that proposal be-
comes reality, the impact 
on library service hours 
and the number of job lay-
offs are unthinkable. Our 
representatives in City Hall 
and the City Council value 
libraries. Nevertheless, the 
proposed cut is enormous. 
Elected officials have lim-
ited revenue resources and 

tough choices to make.
It is up to the people of 

Queens to show the Council 
and City Hall that library 
hours and jobs are critical 
to this city. Queens librar-
ies need your help. Go to 
savequeenslibrary.org. You 
will be able to sign our pe-
tition and send an e-mail 
to your elected representa-
tives.

Or, stop in at any li-
brary and sign the paper 
petition or write a post-
card. Tens of millions of 
our neighbors use free li-
brary resources or attend 

free library programs. 
They enjoy quiet reading 
time, sharpen their skills 
for their next job, use com-
puters, prepare for an exam 
for work or school, find out 
about a health condition or 
e-mail a friend far away. 
To do that, libraries must 
remain open for service at 
least five days a week or 
more.

As we speak with our 
elected officials, we will 
also be talking about how 
critical a stable funding 
stream is for libraries in 
the future. We need to be 

able to better plan for the 
library services you need 
year to year and be assured 
of being able to buy books 
for the shelves.

For now, I hope I can 
count on everyone to speak 
up for Queens Library. You 
need your library. Right 
now, your library needs 
you.

Thomas W. Galante
Chief Executive Officer

Queens Library
Jamaica

ROCKAWAY REBOUND
Storm-battered Rockaway Beach is opening as prom-

ised Memorial Day weekend despite some tough odds, and 
it’s time for Queens residents to support the peninsula by 
going out for the day to play.

Hurricane Sandy destroyed the boardwalk, pummeled 
businesses along the oceanfront, gutted playgrounds and 
displaced tons of sand from the beach.

Rockaway Beach is still a work in progress and a 
small miracle in the making after city Parks Department 
crews put in a Herculean effort to restore the borough’s 
summer playground.

The boardwalk has not been replaced yet, but the 
stanchions remain like so many sentinels guarding the 
beach. There are concrete ramps leading down to the wa-
ter from Ocean Front Parkway and new benches planned 
for the main plaza.

This year’s trip to Rockaway Beach may take a little 
imagination, although the ocean is the same, still drawing 
surfers to the waves.

A number of restaurants, bars, shops and food stands 
remain closed, but the reopened ones need an influx of 
customers.

Tourism is the economic engine of the Rockaways, 
which was undergoing a small renaissance last summer 
as hipsters from Brooklyn began flocking to the beach 
scene. That ended Oct. 29.

Queens opened its heart and wallets to the Rockaways 
after Sandy and, even though this outpouring is continu-
ing, at some level it’s time for the borough to help return 
these beach communities to some sense of normalcy.

The reopening of the A train is a big step toward re-
suming life’s regular routines after Far Rockaway resi-
dents endured long commutes to other parts of the city by 
car and bus. It also means visitors can once again hop the 
subway for an easy ride to the beach.

The future of the ferry to Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
put into action after Sandy, remains uncertain. But the 
city should continue the service to bring day-trippers to 
the beaches throughout the summer and to get the word 
out that there is affordable transportation to the Rock-
aways, which are open for business.

We should set aside some time to go out to the Rock-
aways by car, subway, bus or bike and drop a few dollars at 
the local pub or food vendor and look around at how Moth-
er Nature decided to rearrange the landscape.

And after returning to the mainland, some of us might 
also be inspired by the indomitable spirit of Rockaway res-
idents and business owners to rebuild and survive.
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READERS WRITE

Reactivate Rockaway Beach line for good of Queens
T

he Metropolitan 
Transportation Au-
thority has not pro-
vided enough buses 

for commuters. They have 
ignored our requests for 
more buses, longer buses, 
more express buses and 
24-hour service for the 
Q52 and Q53. Some 35,000 
Queens commuters have 
been affected by the loss 
of the A train. Thousands 
more have to cope with the 
overcrowding on buses due 
to this displacement. We 
need more regularly sched-
uled buses, not random, 
haphazard and inadequate 
service.

Hurricane Sandy hap-
pened six months ago and 
Queens commuters from 
Woodside to Rockaway are 
waiting longer to get on a 
late, unreliable, dangerous 

and overcrowded bus. This 
is a disgrace and must be 
corrected now.

Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, where are you 
and will you help us?

I also support the re-
activation of the unused 
Rockaway Beach line of 
the Long Island Rail Road. 
It used to take 35 minutes 
to go from Rockaway Park 
to Pennsylvania Station. 
This train track is one to 
six blocks from Woodhaven 
Boulevard and runs paral-
lel to it.

It is common sense to 
reactivate this community 
asset to enhance Queens 
transit. We have 2.2 mil-
lion people in Queens and 
our population is growing. 
We need more trains, buses 
and trackage.

The Woodhaven Bou-
levard, Queens Boulevard, 
Van Wyck Expressway, 
Belt Parkway and Long 
Island Expressway corri-
dors have too much traffic, 
accidents, construction, 
disabled vehicles, trucks, 
buses and sanitation, police 
and fire vehicles. There are 
too many variables to keep 
buses on time, reliable and 
not overcrowded without a 
significant increase in the 
amount of buses.

We also need to re-
duce air pollution, gas con-
sumption and vehicle and 
pedestrian injuries and 
fatalities. We need the best 
alternatives to relieve the 
current and future traffic 
delays and congestion to 
our transportation system.

The RBL is the right 
public transit option to ad-

dress this growing prob-
lem. This dedicated right of 
way will avoid and help al-
leviate the associated traf-
fic problems on the Wood-
haven Boulevard corridor. 
It would also move more 
people more efficiently 
throughout Queens to Mid-
town Manhattan.

People would be able 
to connect to more subways 
and buses and the LIRR 
from Queens and may also 
avoid the overcrowded sub-
ways of Manhattan.

Commuters and tour-
ists from across the region 
would use the RBL to live, 
work, shop, eat and play in 
Queens.

It would improve 
Queens crosstown transit 
and bring more people to-
gether and reduce travel 
times. The RBL would in-

crease business, employ-
ment, economic develop-
ment, property values, tax 
revenues and educational 
opportunities for many 
Queens communities.

It takes 1 ½   to 2 ½   
hours to cross over Queens 
by public transit with many 
unnecessary transfers. It 
takes 55 minutes to cross 
Manhattan. It is wrong for 
Queens residents to travel 
longer. Nobody wants to 
travel that long. Let us help 
unite and improve public 
transportation for Queens 
and the city. Reopen the 
RBL.

We need an unbiased, 
legitimate study to deter-
mine the real benefits. It 
has cost south Queens bil-
lions of dollars and thou-
sands of lives are being ad-
versely affected by the loss 

of the RBL since 1950.
Please sign two peti-

tions to reactivate the line: 
rockawaybeachrail.com 
and change.org/petitions/
governor-andrew-m-cuo-
mo-reactivate-the-lirr-
rockaway-line-in-central-
queens

Are you tired of longer 
travel times and danger-
ous, overcrowded and un-
reliable trains and buses? 
Let us get organized.

Join our group, Queens 
Public Transit Commit-
tee, to help fight for better 
transportation. Contact 
Philip McManus at row-
ing612@aol.com or 718-679-
5309.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

Expand tennis stadium for pupils

T
he United States Ten-
nis Association’s 
Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center 

is our home court, and for 
the players on our men’s 
and women’s teams there 
is no greater thrill than 
playing on the same courts 
where the top tennis stars 
compete in the renowned 
US Open every summer.

Indeed, there is no 
bigger stage in U.S. tennis 
than the NTC, so playing 
our matches there is akin 
to our basketball team 
playing select home games 
at Madison Square Garden.

In fact, the NTC serves 
as home court for more than 
70 area high schools and 
colleges. In addition, more 
than 1 million participants 
of all ages, a large portion 
of which are from Queens 
neighborhoods, participate 
in hundreds of annual com-
munity and after-school 
programs and activities at 
the NTC each year. Fur-
thermore, the NTC’s indoor 
and outdoor courts are open 

to the general public to visit 
and for play, lessons, clin-
ics and leagues seven days 
a week during 11 months of 
the year.

While the US Open is 
responsible for more than 
$750 million in economic 
activity for Queens and 
the city, the NTC also has a 
great financial impact dur-
ing the rest of the year. For 
one thing, the NTC hosts 
countless tournaments 
and college matches that 
bring competing teams 
from all over the country 
to patronize Queens busi-
nesses. The visiting teams 
and their families stay at 
hotels in Corona, Flush-
ing, East Elmhurst and 
elsewhere and dine at local 
restaurants and shop at lo-
cal businesses. There is no 
doubt that the NTC has a 
strong impact on the local 
economy year-round.

Between the men’s and 
women’s tennis programs 
at St. John’s, we play about 
20 out-of-state teams at the 
NTC each year. From stay-

ing at local hotels, such 
as the LaGuardia Airport 
Marriott and Holiday Inn 
LaGuardia, to grabbing 
sandwiches from Mama’s 
of Corona, enjoying the 
Italian fare at Parkside or 
dining at Nan Xiang Dump-
ling House in Flushing, 
these teams, many of whom 
stay for two to three days 
at a time, spend money in 
Queens.

I urge you to support 
the plan to improve and ex-
pand the NTC in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park be-
cause, among other things, 
the NTC is where our chil-
dren learn tennis, our local 
schools, colleges and tennis 
clubs play and the best play-
ers in the world ply their 
craft in a tournament that 
showcases Queens for the 
world to see.

Eric Rebhuhn
Head Men’s Tennis Coach

St. John’s University
Jamaica

Soccer stadium to steal people’s park

A 
Major Soccer League 
stadium in Flushing 
Meadows Corona 
Park — for the ben-

efit of a private, for-profit 
business and seating up to 
25,000 people with a poten-
tial expansion to 35,000 — 
is another nail in the coffin 
of destruction that has been 
and is being perpetrated on 
the second most-used park 
in New York City, primar-
ily by the less privileged.

Added to what is the 
theft of the people’s park is 
the possibility the recipi-
ent of this giveaway may 
be an Abu Dhabi oil multi-

billionaire whose wealth 
was not earned the hard 
way but directly related to 
a repressive government 
whose policies are not ones 
Americans would tolerate. 
(“Sheik’s soccer stadium 
plan draws pols’ ire,” May 
3-9).

The fault lies at the 
feet of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who in the al-
most 12 years he has held 
office has not only never 
lifted a finger to reverse the 
neglect inflicted on FMCP, 
but has actively participat-
ed in giving up FMCP land 
a non-renewable resource 

to private interests.
First the expansion of 

the United States Tennis 
Association in the park, 
then the 1.4-million-square-
foot shopping mall on the 
Citi Field parking lots, 
which were built on FMCP 
land, and now an MSL sta-
dium. Bloomberg fails to 
understand parks are the 
lifeblood of an urban so-
ciety, or if he does under-
stand he is contemptuous 
of the people who need and 
use the park.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

CORRECTION
 

In the May 17-23 issue, a campaign funding article about the 19th Council District should have said candi-
date John Duane was third in fund-raising, with $44,420 in contributions by the publish date.

The article also should have said candidate Chrissy Voskerichian received all her contributions after her 
former boss, City Councilman Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone), was arrested in early April.
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T
he City Council race 
to replace Council-
man Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) is 

moving forward. Attor-
ney Dennis Saffran has 
emerged as the key Republi-
can candidate. Saffran ran 
12 years ago for the 19th 
District seat and lost by 1 
percent of the vote against 
now-state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who is now 
running in a Democratic 
primary for borough presi-
dent.

There have been ru-
mors that the cousin of for-
mer Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 

who has the same name, 
may be running, but it has 
not materialized. Saffran 
has quite a legal back-
ground, since he recently 
has been serving as chief of 
the Appeals Bureau in the 
office of the Nassau County 
attorney.

In a recent interview, 
he gave some of his views re-
garding issues confronting 
the Council. He is strongly 
opposed to non-citizens be-
ing given the right to vote 
in either local, state or fed-
eral elections. He said that 
his first bill as a council-
man would be to eliminate 
any legislation favoring 
non-citizen voting.

Saffran has taken po-
sitions favoring maintain-
ing effective law and order 
procedures. He supports 
stop-and-frisk, believing 
it has saved lives. He also 
mentioned that people who 

favor gun control should 
also be in favor of stop-and-
frisk, since this is one way 
of controlling the circula-
tion of illegal handguns. 
He indicated stop-and-frisk 
has given the city Police 
Department the reputation 
of a well-run law enforce-
ment organization.

On the issue of creat-
ing an NYPD inspector 
general sub-office within 
the NYPD, as supported by 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), Saf-
fran thinks that would not 
be needed. He pointed out 
our law enforcement agen-
cies in the city include two 
U.S. attorneys, five district 
attorneys, a city inspector 
general for all city agencies 
and also a state attorney 
general. All of these depart-
ments give considerable 
oversight to police activi-
ties.

As to improving city 
education, he supports 
the concept of vocational 
high schools that existed 
in the city during the mid-
20th century. This concept 
created high schools that 
taught academic subjects 
in the morning and build-
ing trades in the afternoon. 
It included such courses as 
carpentry, auto repair and 
electrical work.

Saffran indicated 
there is a need in society 
for these kinds of skills, 

and it would be helpful for 
those students who are in-
terested in learning build-
ing trades.

Turning to having 
more jobs available to the 
general public in the private 
sector, he believes there are 
too many government regu-
lations that hold back the 
free enterprise system. He 
wants this reviewed from 
the standpoint of increas-
ing job opportunities.

Saffran would oppose 
giving any more days off to 
public school students, in-
dicating there are enough 
school holidays.

When I asked what 
Council committees he 
would like to serve on, he 
said Public Safety, Land 
Use and Public Education.

In his last race for 
Council in 2001, Saffran 
lost by about 400 votes. He 
has the experience of hav-

ing run for this same Coun-
cil seat 12 years ago and he 
seems to have knowledge 
of a wide range of issues. 
His legal background in 
government service should 
be of assistance to him in 
dealing with law and order 
issues.

The recent terrorist 
attack in Boston indicates 
that we need more people 
elected to our city’s legisla-
ture who have law-enforce-
ment backgrounds.

There is a hard-fought 
race for mayor in the Re-
publican primary. The two 
main Republican candi-
dates are John Catsimatid-
is and Joseph Lhota. Cam-
paigning will continue up 
to the primary election in 
early September.

How well each candi-
date does will affect the out-
come of the Council races.

Saffran backs stop-and-frisk, vocational schools in mayor race

Baysider went to Nevada to test atomic weapons in 1952

S
upporting a bid to 
stem juvenile delin-
quency in May 1952, 
Queens District At-

torney T. Vincent Quinn 
hailed a court decision up-
holding a ban on certain 
publications as a “timely 
and powerful aid” to end 
the sale of “objectionable 
literature” at local news-
stands.

Judge Thomas Cor-
coran’s refusal to vacate 
the ban paved the way for 
a trial of five vendors ac-
cused of possessing and 
intending to sell “adult” 
and “girlie” magazines 
near Jamaica High School. 
Quinn affirmed the judge’s 
decision, stating that “the 
free availability of obscene 

literature, particularly to 
members of the adolescent 
class, constitutes a grave 
social crisis.”

●

Speaking of court ac-
tions, The Star Journal 
also reported that in Long 
Island City, County Court 
Judge Peter Farrell im-
posed the latest sentence on 
infamous bank robber and 
prison escape artist Wil-
liam “Willie” Sutton.

He was given a 30-year 
term at Sing Sing for his 
latest role in holding up 
the Manufacturer’s Trust 
Co.’s Sunnyside branch. 
Sutton was no stranger to 
the legal process: This was 
his fourth sentence in New 
York alone.

He incurred a 25-to-
50-year sentence in Penn-
sylvania for felonies that 
included possession of a 
machine gun and theft of a 
tear gas gun as well as rob-
bery, his specialty.

Sutton’s contempt for 
law and order was by now 
the stuff of legend. He first 
broke loose from prison 
with six years left on his 
sentence for a Queens bur-
glary in 1926. He was caught 
five years later for robbing 
a Manhattan jewelry store, 
an exploit that got him 30 
years in the big house.

On top of this, Sutton 
was sentenced to 15 years 
to life for gun possession. 
All said, this irrepress-
ible criminal, who alleg-
edly claimed to rob banks 
because “that’s where the 
money is,” would have to be 
148 before being eligible for 
parole.

Star Journal reporter 
Robert Bigelow grimly ob-
served: “To Willie the sen-

tence was nothing more 
than another straw on the 
camel’s back that has long 
since broken under the 
load. He owes enough time 
to stagger a Methuselah.”

●

On May 12, 1952, an 
ongoing strike of 90,000 
oil workers managed to 
ground low-flying planes 
at LaGuardia and Idlewild 
— today John F. Kennedy 
International — airports. 
Cancellations of flights, 
which included many up-
coming holiday trips for 
passengers, were being an-
nounced as the Wage Sta-

bilization Board set out to 
persuade a coalition of 22 
American Federation of La-
bor, Congress of Industrial 
Organizations and other 
independent unions to re-
sume work. The AFL and 
CIO later joined in 1955.

As the strike began 
about two weeks before on 
the last day of April, its 
length now cut into avia-
tion fuel reserves. The task 
before the WSB was to ob-
tain the following day a 
“full report” of both union 
and company representa-
tives.

The unions sought 
higher nighttime shift dif-
ferentials and an increase 
of 18.5 cents in their hourly 
wage, which they dropped 
from 25 cents. Current wag-
es were from $2 to $2.12 an 
hour. For their part, the oil 
companies refused to go be-
yond 15 cents.

●

It was the time of the 
Cold War, and its direct ef-

fect was not lost on Queens 
residents. Capt. James 
Hoey Jr., son of the treasur-
er of the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association, was slated to 
participate in tests at the 
Atomic Energy Commis-
sion Proving Grounds in 
Nevada.

Having witnessed a re-
cent atomic test explosion, 
Hoey joined 2,000 of his 
fellow Marines in a mock 
assault near the core of the 
atomic impact area. His 
provisional battalion was 
flown in from California’s 
Camp Pendleton to par-
take in the exercise, which 
included operations with 
atomic weapons, the han-
dling and use of equipment 
exposed to an explosion and 
“the newest developments” 
in physical protection.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Saffran would 
oppose giving 

any more days off 
to public school 

students.

A Queens judge 
sentenced bank 
robber “Willie” 

Sutton to 50 years 
in Sing Sing.
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ince I was a child, I 
have been reading 
plaques, historical 
signs and labels. 

Some of my first columns 
for TimesLedger Newspa-
pers were about historical 
markers near and around 
Borough Hall.

One of my great discov-
eries occurred some years 
ago when I was employed. 
For more than two decades, 
my business addresses 
were in the area of Union, 
Madison and Gramercy 
squares.

If I had no business 
during lunch hour and the 
weather was good, I would 
wander around those areas 

and anytime I saw what 
looked like a plaque or his-
torical sign, I would go to 
it. That is how I found out 
that the world premiere of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The 
Pirates of Penzance” was 
presented in that area — 
not in London.

I have usually looked 
for the publication date 
of the book I am reading. 
Labels on clothing have 
always been something I 
check out, but I do not like 
wearing clothing which 
shows the manufacturer.

For many years, it was 
a joke that almost anytime 
you bought something — at 
least in the price range of 
most of us — it was stamped 
“Made in China.” Thanks 
to “right to work” states, 
the exodus of textile indus-
tries from the American 
North had left ghost towns 
behind them.

Right to Work is one of 
those Orwellian locutions 

politicians use when they 
are anti-union. It means 
cheap labor.

Then that work went 
to China and many other 
countries, all of which, 
American industries dis-
covered, could make this 
stuff cheaper than if it was 
made here.

Like everyone else, I 
found it interesting and eco-
nomical to have such wide 
choices. There was no rea-
son to be concerned about 
the working conditions of 
people in far-off countries 
who made all these inex-
pensive goods.

Don’t we have enough 
problems without worry-
ing about people who do 
not look, talk or think like 
us on the other side of the 
world?

“Wake-up calls” 
are the names for events 
which call our attention to 
something that needs fix-
ing. The recent horror in 

Bangladesh seems to have 
awakened concern for peo-
ple who could use help.

Pope Francis, when 
told that garment work-
ers in Bangladesh, like the 
many hundreds who died, 
made about $40 a month, 
said, “This is called slave 
labor.”

He got that right, but 
all of us have profited from 
it, haven’t we? Maybe it is 
about time to start looking 
at labels and making some 
decisions about right and 
wrong in our world. Avoid 
the corporations that feed 
on that slave labor. Buy the 
products of the companies 
that help those who need 

help. We can do that every 
day in Queens. How about 
looking for “Made in Amer-
ica”?

One of those who has 
worked against sweatshops 
for many years is Serphin 
Maltese, a state senator for 
many years. He has a per-
sonal stake in the matter.

On March 25, 1911, 
his grandmother, 38, and 
two aunts, 14 and 18, were 
among the 146 who died in 
the Triangle Shirtwaist 
fire in the building, at 
2329 Washington Place at 
Greene Street, now used by 
New York University. You 
can find Maltese’s com-
ments about the fire on the 

Internet. He is president of 
the Triangle Memorial As-
sociation.

Someday, as I first did 
many years ago, you might 
walk past that building and 
see the plaques attesting 
to the horror of that day. I 
think you will not forget.

Let us not wait for a 
plaque in Bangladesh to 
get us to work for the end 
of slave labor and the con-
ditions under which other 
human beings are working 
in too many places in the 
world. We can start today. 
Let us not forget that the 
need to protect workers and 
the public is a never-ending 
task, including in the most 
diverse county in the na-
tion.

Maltese has been a 
leader in that effort, so let 
us follow his example.

Please read my blog, No 
Holds Barred, at timesledg-
er.com.

When buying clothing, be wary of country on the label

I Sit And 
Look Out
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A new analysis of 
NYPD data by the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
revealed Queens outpaced 
the city’s drop in police 
stops last year, and in some 
of the borough’s busiest ar-
eas the police appear to be 
stopping people more se-
lectively than in the past.

The NYCLU incited 
the backlash against 
NYPD practices a year ago 
when it released a report 
showing stop-and-frisks 
had increased dramatical-
ly during the first 10 years 
of the Bloomberg adminis-
tration.

Among the group’s 
major criticisms were the 
low numbers of firearms 
recovered, the fact that 
young black and Hispanic 
males were stopped in dis-
proportionately high num-
bers compared to their 
share of the population 
citywide and the low num-
bers of people who were 

either arrested or issued 
a summons after being 
stopped.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly 
have defended the prac-
tice, saying blacks and 
Hispanics are actually 
under-stopped compared 
to the racial descriptions 
of crime suspects.

According to the NY-
CLU’s analysis of 2012 data 
released Wednesday, the 
number of stops in Queens 
fell 27 percent last year to 
just shy of 111,000, outpac-
ing the citywide decrease 
of 22 percent.

The largest drop came 
in the 115th Precinct cov-
ering Jackson Heights 
and East Elmhurst, which 
ranked No. 3 across the 
city in 2011 with more than 
18,000 stops. That number 
dropped 55.5 percent to 
just more than 8,000 last 
year.

The 110th Precinct, 
covering Corona and 

Elmhurst and bordering 
the 114th on the south side 
of Roosevelt Avenue, re-
corded the second small-
est decline in the borough 
last year, dropping shy 
of 16 percent to just more 
than 9,000.

The two precincts 
share a common area 
known as  an Impact Zone, 
a high-crime area the 

NYPD floods with new re-
cruits to patrol the streets, 
and along Roosevelt issues 
such as prostitution, drug 
dealing and automobile 
break-ins call out for more 
policing.

In 2011, the precincts 
rounded out the bottom of 
the the city’s top five with 
the highest percentage of 
frisks, with more than 70 

percent of stops in each 
escalating to the point of 
a frisk.

Both precincts ranked 
in the top five again in 
2012, with the 110th the 
highest precinct in the 
city with more than 81 per-
cent of stops resulting in a 
frisk.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said he saw that 
last statistic as an encour-
aging sign that police were 
stopping people on more 
valid grounds.

 “I think that means 
there’s much more reason-
able suspicion if it then 
leads to a frisk,” he said. 
“The words we really use 
is ‘being more selective.’ 
There has to be a real, 
reasonable suspicion [to 
stop someone] and that’s 
always been the real re-
quirement.”

Indeed, both pre-
cincts saw a decline in the 
number of innocent people 
stopped.

Downtown Jamaica’s 
103rd Precinct, which 
ranked eighth across the 
city in 2011, dropped 24 
percent last year to just 
under 13,000 stops, but 
it moved two spots up to 
rank No. 6 in the city.

The 106th (South 
Ozone Park), 108th (Long 
Island City), 113th (South 
Jamaica), 104th (Ridge-
wood), 102nd (Richmond 
Hill) and 109th (Flushing) 
precincts also saw drops 
above the citywide aver-
age.

The 101st (Far Rock-
away), 105th (Queens Vil-
lage), 112th (Forest Hills), 
114th (Astoria), 100th 
(Rockaway Park), 111th 
(Bayside) and 107th (Fresh 
Meadows) precincts expe-
rienced declines below the 
city’s average.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

While stop-and-frisks declined in Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct, the 
command remains one of the highest across the city.

Stop-and-frisk drops drastically in Jackson Hghts

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 24-30, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
15

TLThe Better Way!

Robert Genser
Vice President
For 25 Years 

Better Price! 

Better Selection!

Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment ( SRX $595 Bank Fee )  plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates
assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate
delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000, $1,500, $2,000. * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 05-31-2013.

BUICK

BUICK

in Great Neck!
WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

End Of Month Sale BEGINS NOW... Hurry In!!!

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

David Colotti 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
25

Years!

in Great Neck!

Check Out Why We’re The #1 Dealerrater.com Dealer 
On Long Island & See Where The Other Local Dealers Rank...
See The Difference. Buy From Us & Get VIP Service Including:

� Premium Appointments For Our Customers.

� Complimentary Car Washes With EVERY Service.

� Expedited Loaner Vehicles Available.

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

see dealer for details.

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,
Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Power Roof, Bluetooth, Power
Seat, Rear Park Assist, Sideline
Alert & Much More! MSRP
$26,665

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR
Convenience Package All-Wheel Drive

per month 39 months. Due at inception: $350 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Leather, Power
Roof, Power Seats, Power
Windows, Power Door Locks,
Back-up Camera, Remote Starter,
Park Assist, 19” Alum Wheels,
Heated Seats & Much More!
MSRP $44,075 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$349Automatic, AC, P.Windows, P.Locks, P.Seats,
Power Sunroof, Back-up Camera, Bose Surround
Sound,  Remote Entry, Bluetooth, CUE System &
Much More! MSRP $36,390
ATS now includes an iPad*
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BY JOE ANUTA

More than 50 people 
were charged last week 
in a massive drug sweep 
through two Queens hous-
ing projects as a result of an 
eight-month investigation, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced.

Undercover police offi-
cers purchased heroin, co-
caine, oxycodone, metham-
phetamine and marijuana 
on hundreds of occasions at 
the Queensbridge Houses 
in Long Island City and the 
Ravenswood Houses in As-
toria before descending on 
the New York Housing Au-
thority-operated projects 
and arresting 38 suspects, 
according to the DA, but 13 
are still at large.

“The defendants are 
charged with selling mari-
juana and an assortment of 
dangerous drugs — includ-
ing heroin, cocaine, oxy-
codone — in and around 
two of the city’s housing 
developments,” Brown said 
in a May 16 statement. “The 
charges are serious and 
some defendants upon con-
viction face sentences of up 
to 10 years in prison.”

The alleged drug ped-
dlers range in age from 18 
to 57 and are charged with 
various crimes, including 
several classes of crimi-
nal sale of a controlled 
substance, the most seri-
ous punishable by up to 10 
years behind bars, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Some of the 51 were 
charged with varying de-
grees of criminal sale of 
marijuana, the DA said.

Brown indicated that 
busting drug dealers in 
highly populated housing 
complexes has been a long-
standing priority through-
out his tenure as district 
attorney.

“These arrests are just 
the latest results of a coordi-
nated law enforcement and 
prosecutorial anti-drug ini-
tiative that began soon after 
I took office more than 20 
years ago,” he said. “Since 

that time, we have targeted 
hundreds of drug dealers 
in public housing develop-
ments throughout Queens 
and in private housing de-
velopments like Lefrak City 
and have put a significant 
dent in the drug trafficking 
which has long troubled the 
residents of these develop-
ments. We will continue to 
work together with our po-
lice officers and our elected 
officials and community 
leaders to keep our citizens 
safe.”

The operation began 
last August, when the 
NYPD’s Queens Narcotics 
Division partnered with 
the DA’s Narcotics Inves-
tigation Bureau to make 
a dent in drug trafficking 
within the projects.

The team had a stated 
mission of first identify-
ing the alleged players, 
then gathering evidence 
through undercover buys 
before eventually making 
arrests.

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly praised the work 
of the officers and prosecu-
tors.

“NYPD officers patrol 
and perform dangerous 
undercover work in public 
housing developments to 

protect law-abiding New 
Yorkers who are dispro-
portionately afflicted by 
illicit drugs and violence,” 
he said in a statement. “I 
commend the NYPD Nar-
cotics Borough Queens de-
tectives, especially those 
working undercover, and 
investigators in the district 
attorney’s office for bring-
ing to justice those who 
subject their neighbors to 
criminal harm.”

Along with arresting 
the 38 people, officers also 
recovered drugs, drug par-
aphernalia and cash after 
executing seven court-au-
thorized search warrants, 
the DA said.

The Queensbridge 
Houses is the largest pub-
lic housing development in 
North America, with more 
than 3,000 units and 7,000 
residents. It covers nearly 50 
acres, according to the DA, 
while Ravenswood Houses 
contains about 2,000 units 
and houses about 4,500 resi-
dents.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

A police vehicle passes by Queensbridge Houses, where earlier 
this month authorities conducted a massive drug sweep.

Drug sweep yields dozens 
of arrests in boro projects

The Annual Scott Joplin Concert and BBQ
at St. Michael’s Cemetery will be held 

this year on May 25 at 2pm.

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life. St. Michael’s continues to be an 
active participant in the lives of thecitizens of New York as it has been since 1852. 

For further information contact Ed Horn, Director at (718) 278 3240.

Refreshments provided by Gus Antonopoulos of Farenga Funeral 

Home,George Stamatiades of Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral 

Home and David Funeral Home, Drago Funeral Home and 

John Golden of Martin Gleason Funeral Home. RSVP (718) 278-3240

72–02 Astoria Blvd 
East Elmhurst, NY
718–278–3240

0

A Tribute to

SCOTT JOPLIN

In Concert 

Free & Open To The Publ ic
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
What do a Springfield 

Gardens fitness center, an 
Astoria coffee shop and an 
environmental consulting 
firm in Flushing have in 
common?

Each is getting $10,000 
to go from a business plan 
on paper to an actual start-
up company, courtesy of 
the Citi Foundation and 
the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp.’s annual 
business competition.

“StartUP! gets better 
and better each year, and 
it’s really hard to choose 
only three winners,” 
QEDC Executive Director 
Seth Bornstein said. “Con-
gratulations to all this 
year’s participants, and 
we wish them the best of 
luck as they pursue their 
business dreams.”

Throughout the com-
petition, more than 300 
participants attended 
meetings at the Queens 

Library in Jamaica for 
training sessions on topics 
such as sales and market-
ing strategies and putting 
together financial state-
ments.

From there, 28 teams 
submitted plans to Citi 

judges, who awarded first 
place in the Community 
Business category to Can-
dace Woods and her health 
center, Fabulous Fitness 
NYC, which will provide 
yoga, Zumba, cardio, aero-
bics and total body work-

outs in Springfield Gar-
dens.

Dennis Lee’s idea for 
an Astoria coffee shop that 
will feature beans from 
an artisan roaster in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, won in the 
Food-Based Business cat-

egory.
Astoria Coffee will 

import its Cafe Brioso 
beans from Columbus, and 
Lee is banking that poetry 
readings, live music, an 
art gallery and free Wi-Fi 
will give the shop the feel 

of a community meeting 
place.

In Flushing, Maya 
Camou’s M3D Consulting 
was tops in the Innovative 
Business category. Camou 
is a LEED AP+ certified 
master instructor who 
hopes her environmental 
sustainability and man-
agement consulting firm 
can lead the way in guid-
ing green businesses and 
projects.

“Citi is once again 
pleased to support the 
seventh annual StartUP! 
competition with a $50,000 
grant from the Citi Founda-
tion,” Eileen Auld, of Citi 
Community Development, 
said. “The Citi Foundation 
supports several compe-
titions throughout New 
York City to encourage in-
novation among entrepre-
neurs and create jobs in 
communities where they 
are needed most.”

Queens StartUP! winners Dennis Lee (l.-r.), Maya Camou and Candice Woods show off their $10,000 checks. 
Photo courtesy Dominick Totino

Astoria java spot wins $10,000 in start-up cash

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.
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BY STEVE MOSCO

A former Flushing 
public school teacher who 
carried out a torrid af-
fair inside his Forest Hills 
home with a female student 
half his age, pleaded guilty 
Monday to statutory rape, 
the Queens district attor-
ney said.

“The defendant has ad-
mitted to sexually taking 
advantage of one of his for-
mer students — a 14-year-
old girl,” said District At-
torney Richard Brown. “As 
a teacher and an adult, the 
defendant was in a position 
of power to know better. 
Children should be able to 
remain children.”

Daniel Reilly, 36, a 
former sixth-grade Eng-
lish teacher at IS 237 in 
Flushing, pleaded guilty 
to second-degree rape, the 
DA said. In pleading guilty, 
Reilly admitted to engag-
ing in sexual intercourse 
with the former student at 

his residence in April 2013, 
Brown said.

Sentencing is sched-
uled for July 22 and Reilly 
is expected to receive six 
months in jail and 10 years’ 
probation. Reilly will also 
be required to surrender 
his teaching license and 
register on the state’s sex 
offenders registry.

“This case should 
serve as a clear and unmis-
takable warning that law 
enforcement is prepared 
under any circumstances 
to apprehend and prosecute 
sexual predators who be-
tray and defile youngsters,” 
said Brown.

Brown said the sexual 
relationship went on for 
nine months and occurred 
on multiple occasions at 
Reilly’s Forest Hills home 
between August 2012 and 
April 2013.

According to the crim-
inal complaint filed by the 
DA in April, Reilly sent his 
former elementary school 

pupil text messages in Au-
gust 2012 asking for sex. 
The complaint further de-
scribes numerous, sexually 
charged encounters involv-
ing the girl inside Reilly’s 
apartment. The last known 
sexual encounter occurred 
days before Reilly was tak-
en into custody, the court 
papers said.

The affair came to 
light after the victim’s sis-
ter saw the explicit text 
messages and alerted her 
parents, according to the 
district attorney. The vic-
tim’s parents then went to 
school officials and Reilly 
was pulled from his class-
room and arrested.

A spokeswoman for 
the city Department of Edu-
cation said there were no 
prior incidents involving 
Reilly.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Former Flushing teacher Daniel Reilly arrives at court with his wife Ann Marie to plead guilty to hav-
ing sex with a 14-year-old former student. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Teacher pleads guilty 
in student sex trysts
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BY PHIL CORSO

There are Memorial 
Day parades throughout 
the country, but only one 
owns the Web address me-
morialdayparade.org — 
and with good reason.

The 86th annual Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memorial 
Day Parade has become 
widely accepted as one of 
the largest of its kind in 
the United States, and this 
year event officers said the 
parade would focus exclu-
sively on those who served 
50 years ago in Vietnam.

The parade, which 
kicks off Monday at 2 p.m., 
will move west along North-
ern Boulevard from Jayson 
Avenue in Great Neck, 
L.I., to Alameda Avenue in 
Douglaston, finishing up 
at St. Anastasia’s School. 
The route may be long, but 
it needs to be in order to 
accommodate the massive 
roster of marching bands, 
elected officials, civic orga-
nizations and various mili-

tary groups.
The 77th Sustainment 

Brigade, under the com-
mand of Col. Joyce Junior, 
will serve as the parade’s 
grand marshal, celebrat-
ing the group’s return from 
Iraq. Honorary grand mar-
shals will also include Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall.

More than 80,000 will 
march in the parade, mak-
ing it one of the largest in 

the country, according to 
parade Chairman James 
Rodgers. He has more than 
a decade under his belt 
when it comes to helping 
organize the event and said 
he was proud of its rave 
reputation.

The festivities will 
also include a 10 a.m. pre-
parade inter-faith memo-
rial service at the Commu-
nity Church of Little Neck 
in honor of veterans. The 
service has historically 
been a keystone moment 

of the parade as it allows 
members to pay tribute to 
those who fought for free-
dom, Rodgers said.

A wreath-laying cere-
mony will follow the service 
at the veterans monument 
and flagpole at Alameda 
Avenue and Northern Bou-
levard.

An art and essay con-
test will take place at 7 p.m. 
at St. Anastasia’s Father 
Smith Hall, at Alameda 
Avenue and 245th Street 
this Friday for children 
from kindergarten through 
ninth-grade. Grand prize 
winners will receive a $500 
check and other contest 
winners will be recognized 
for their entries and invited 
to march in the parade un-
der a special banner, Rod-
gers said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

SATURDAY, MAY 25
Bayside Hills Civic Association 
Memorial Day Observance
9:30 a.m.
Bell Boulevard and 53rd Avenue

Sunnyside Gardens Park Annual 
Memorial Day Fair
48-21 39th Ave. between 48th 
and 50th streets in Sunnyside.

SUNDAY, MAY 26
Forest Hills Memorial Day 
Parade
12 p.m.
Metropolitan and Ascan 
avenues

Maspeth Memorial Day Parade
1 p.m.
Grand Avenue and 72nd Street

College Point Memorial Day 
Parade
2 p.m.
28th Avenue and College Point 
Boulevard

MONDAY, MAY 27
Laurelton Memorial Day Parade
9 a.m.
Francis Lewis and Merrick 
boulevards

Rosedale Memorial Day Parade
10 a.m.
243rd Street and Mayda Road

Little Neck Douglaston 
Interfaith Service
10 a.m.
Community Church of Little 
Neck, at 46-16 Little Neck Pkwy.

Howard Beach Memorial Day 
Parade
11 a.m.
Coleman Square

Woodside Memorial Day Parade
11 a.m.
St. Sebastian’s Roman Catholic 
Church, at 58th Street and 
Woodside Avenue

Glendale and Ridgewood 
Memorial Day Parade
11 a.m.
Glendale Memorial Triangle, 
corner of Myrtle Avenue and 
70th Street

Whitestone Memorial Day 
Parade
12 p.m.
149th Street and 15th Road

Little Neck/Douglaston 
Memorial Day Parade
2 p.m.
Northern Boulevard and Jayson 
Street in Great Neck, L.I.

Students from Francis Lewis High School salute the parade com-
mittee in last year’s march.

Little Neck parade thanks Vietnam vets

HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 
The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York
Hear From The Experts at FREE FLUSHING HOUSE Seminars

FREE Handouts, Refreshments For All Attendees
Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

1. 2.
3. 4. 5.
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 BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They waited for line for days, 
sleeping in tents as it rained, 
saving spots so their comrades 
could use the restrooms, watch-
ing for line jumpers and forming 
allegiances so strong they nick-
named themselves the Spartans.

And at exactly 9 a.m. Mon-
day , the long haul paid off for 
some 750 people who received ap-
plications for elevator mechanic 
in Long Island City.

Local 3 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers  officials estimated at least 
800 men and a handful of women 
had shown up to get their hands 
on the coveted form, which 
leads the way to a written test. 
If passed, the test is factored in 
along with an interview to rate 
candidates numerically.

Still, completion of these 
steps is no guarantee of a job. Of 
750 applications handed out, the 
union could possibly take only 
75 people into its four-year ap-
prentice program.

James Fisi, who grew up in 
Astoria and now lives in Flush-

ing, had gotten a ride from 
a friend to Long Island City 
around 7 a.m. May 15.

He spent the following 98 
hours waiting in hopes of land-
ing a job where he could work 
with his hands.

Fisi, 44, who is currently 
unemployed, waited on a simi-

lar queue for an application to 
the Ironworkers union in 1996 
but did not end up getting a posi-
tion.

This time, he hoped his luck 
would be different.

As the line began to move 
Monday morning, Jwyanza Tay-
lor, 32, a U.S. Navy veteran from 

South Jamaica, called his Spar-
tans to attention, and the group 
inched forward, closer to the 
office on 36th Street where the 
documents were distributed.

Taylor said the percentage 
of those who would actually be-
come part of the union did not 
discourage him.

“I just have to get in there,” 
he said. “It’s steady employment 
and you get great benefits.”

Jamaica resident Francisco 
Cruz, 43, is already employed 
as a car mechanic, but said the 
union had attractive benefits.

“This is one of the best jobs 
in New York,” Cruz said after he 
scored his application. “I’ve been 
trying to get in there for the last 
12 years.”

Cruz, a widower with one 
child, even called in a favor from 
his 20-year-old daughter to hold 
his primo spot near the front of 
the line so he could find a rest-
room.

Ricky Garcia, 22, also had 
some help from a relative. His 
father, Richard, who is retired, 
traveled with him from New-
burgh to Queens Thursday to 

keep him company.
“It’s a great opportunity,” 

said Garcia, who works as a 
laborer installing natural gas 
pipes. “They teach you every-
thing.”

Martin Conception, from 
Dix Hills, L.I., said a Local 3 job 
could further his education.

“If I got this job, it would be 
funding for school,” he said, ex-
plaining his passion for physical 
therapy.

Conception said after spend-
ing several days with other 
would-be workers, the group had 
become good friends, looking out 
for one another and watching for 
those trying to cut in front of 
them.

At about 3 a.m. or 4 a.m. 
Monday, he said two men with 
sleeping bags had tried to sidle 
into the pack, but one applicant 
who they started calling Paul 
Revere sounded the alarm. A 
mob of about 50 guys approached 
the line jumpers and told them 
to get lost.

“We’ve been here,” Concep-
tion said. “We are out here strug-
gling.”

Jwyanza Taylor (r.) calls fellow workers Spartans because they operate in uni-
son. Photo by Christina Santucci

750 wait on line in LIC for 75 elevator repair jobs

face

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel
To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

That's why we cover kids with quality, 
affordable health insurance through 
Child Health Plus, a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.

•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!

•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past
six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll in Child Health
Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost
employer-based coverage. 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The second member 
of a violent twosome that 
rampaged across south-
east Queens two years ago 
got slapped with 40 years 
to life last week for shoot-
ing at the police while 
hanging out the window of 
a speeding, stolen car, the 
Queens DA said.

Darius Lowery, 25, 
and his co-defendant, 
33-year-old Urban Fermin, 
kicked off their hour-long 
crime spree when they 
stole a 55-year-old St. Al-
bans man’s car around 
7:30 a.m. one February day 
in 2010, DA Richard Brown 
said.

About a half hour 
later the two men, wear-
ing masks and dark cloth-
ing, forced their way into 
an elderly woman’s South 
Ozone Park home, ran-
sacking the house of cash, 
a digital camera, jewelry, 
a video game console and a 
flat-screen TV before tak-
ing the batteries from the 
woman’s phone and speed-
ing off in the stolen car.

The two then drove 
by their next victim, a 
35-year-old woman walk-
ing along 128th Street. 
Lowery got out of the hot 
car and brandished a gun, 
demanding the woman 
hand over her pocketbook 
before ripping it away 
from her,  Brown said.

He then rummaged 
through her pockets, tak-
ing her credit card, driv-
er’s license, cellphone and 
cash before hopping in the 
car while Fermin drove 
off.

Shortly thereafter a 
pair of police officers spot-
ted the two men sitting in 
the car at an intersection, 
and when they approached 
them, Fermin hit the gas 
and took off on a high-
speed chase through three 
precincts, Brown said, of-
ten driving the wrong way 
down one-way streets.

When the chase got 
to Sutphin Boulevard in 
South Jamaica, Lowery 

hung out the passenger 
side window and fired at 
least eight rounds at the 
chasing police car, ac-
cording to Brown, before 
the two jumped out of the 
moving car a few blocks 
away, where Fermin was 
arrested.

Police opened fire 
when they saw Lowery 
reach inside his waist 
band, but no one was hit 
and Lowery was able to get 
away until he was arrested 
at his home 12 hours later.

After a five-week trial 
in Queens Supreme Court 
 Lowery, an Ozone Park 
resident, was convicted of 
attempted murder, reck-
less endangerment, at-
tempted assault, attempt-
ed aggravated assault on 
a police officer, burglary, 
robbery, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, grand 
larceny, possession of sto-
len property, unauthorized 
use of a vehicle and fleeing 

a police officer in a motor 
vehicle, the DA said.

Justice Kenneth 
Holder sentenced him to 
40 years to life in prison 
May 16.

“This case is a re-
minder of the demanding 
and dangerous challenges 
that police officers face 
each day in protecting 
the public,” Brown said. 
“Thanks to the officers’ 
quick action in this case, 
the defendants’ hour-long 
crime spree netted them 
nothing more than spend-
ing the rest of their lives 
behind bars.”

Fermin was convicted 
of the same charges in 
March and sentenced to 30 
years to life in jail.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Darius Lowery appears in Queens Supreme Court in late April. 
Lowery was sentenced last week to 40 years to life in prison for 
shooting at a cop. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Ozone Park convict gets 
40-to-life for crime spree
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Memorial Day com-
memorates the men and 
women who served their 
country — no matter the 
century.

One week before the 
country sets aside time 
to honor service people, a 
North Shore-Long Island 
Jewish doctor, along with 
a noted professor of anthro-
pology from Adelphi Uni-
versity, examined the re-
mains of a wounded Greek 
warrior from the fourth 
century B.C. in an effort to 
understand ancient surgi-
cal practices on the field of 
battle.

The remains of the 
soldier were discovered 
during an archaeological 
excavation carried out by 
the Greek Archaeological 
Service in the 1980s. Pro-
fessor Anagnostis Agela-
rakis brought the remains 

to the United States on of-
ficial loan from Greece and 
with the help of Dr. Helise 
Coopersmith, a musculo-
skeletal radiologist at LIJ 
in New Hyde Park, L.I., ex-
amined the warrior’s skull 
fragments and his left ulna 
bone.

Agelarakis said the 
2,500-year-old bone frag-
ment from the forearm of 
the Greek warrior had a 
bronze arrowhead embed-
ded in it. The professor 
said the X-ray revealed the 
arrowhead was fixed with 
a bronze hook at the tip, 
making it impossible for 
field surgeons to make a 
complete extraction.

“It is quite amazing to 
think that this soldier not 
only endured this proce-
dure without anesthesia, 
but he also lived many more 
years,” said Agelarakis. 
“This disabled vet survived 
to around 60 years old with 

this painful injury.”
The professor said a 

wound of this kind is an 

extremely rare find in the 
world of anthropology.

“This is more rare 

than finding a diamond,” 
he said. “Many hundreds of 
Greek warriors have been 
excavated and this is the 
first time a wound like this 
has been observed.”

North Shore’s Coo-
persmith said the warrior 
probably suffered for the 
rest of his life with con-
stant pain, akin to severe 
carpal tunnel syndrome, as 
well as post-traumatic syn-
drome effects. Coopersmith 
also said the bone shows no 
sign of immediate infec-
tion, but the warrior would 
have lost certain abilities to 
turn his arm and grip with 
his hand.

While the remains 
were on loan to Adelphi, 
professors were also able 
to examine skull fragments 
and reconstruct the war-
rior’s face, illustrating what 
he could have looked like at 
the time of his death.

Argie Agelarakis, 

a professor of technical 
drawing and archeological 
science illustration, car-
ried out the facial recon-
struction with the help of 
her students.

While the soldier’s 
face is unique, his life was 
not. Agelarakis said every 
male in ancient Greece was 
required to serve his coun-
try in the military. The pro-
fessor, who himself served 
in the Greek military, said 
this warrior’s wounds show 
the price paid by service 
people around the world.

“It shows the deep sac-
rifice of people in the mili-
tary,” he said. “The ones 
who do survive are often 
left with terrible injuries. 
Of course, some do not sur-
vive at all.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A team of experts, including Dr. Helise Coopersmith (l.-r.) and 
Professors Anagnostis Agelarakis and Argie Agelarakis, examine 
the arm bone of an ancient Greek warrior. Photo by Steve Mosco

Hospital examines war wound of ancient Greek veteran
North Shore-LIJ welcomes anthropologists to X-ray remains of a man from the fourth century B.C.

YOUR PROMOTIONS SUPERMARKET
 SINCE 1995

866.701.3263     718.969.3144
WWW.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.COM

Corporate Gifts

Badges & Buttons

Electronics

Calculators

Computer Accessories

Eco Friendly Products

Pens (All Types)

Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars

Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets

Food Gifts

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
(We can customize your art, logo, messages on anything!)

CALL FOR FREE
CATALOG

866.701.3263     718.969.3144

 CORPORATE & TEAM

OUTFITTING
 Staff Shirts
 Giveaways
 Family Reunions
 School/Camps
 Organizations/Events

CUSTOM APPAREL
 T-SHIRTS
(Screen Printed or Embroidered)
 CAPS/HATS UNIFORMS
 JACKETS BACK PACKS
 BAGS TROPHIES

POPULAR BRAND 

WHITE TEE 

SCREEN PRINTED 

(1 COLOR) 

MIN. 144*

*SAME DEAL: 

SWEATSHIRTS $495 EACH

ONLY 

$295
EACH

Full Color
Magnetic Business Cards
10¢ each Minimum 1,000

Your Business Card
Their Refrigerator 

of 
the

2013

QueensCourier.com

Be ready to compete, eat and win!

Saturday, June 8th  1-4pm
Come light the fi nal fl ame with us at 
the 1st Annual Turkish Cultural Center 
Cooking Class Contest

There will be lots of food, entertainment, 
raffl es, and much more.

Come alone, with your family, with 
friends, with neighbors, or anyone who 
simply likes to eat! 

+

Venue:
54-02 217th Street 
Oakland Gardens

NY 11364

Fee:
$15 Entrance Fee • $3 for Kids

(Must register kids who will participate in 
the cookie baking contest.

Note: Please RSVP at www.cookingcontest.eventbrite.com 
by June 1st. Limited space available.
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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Member FDIC

No one knows mortgages in Queens better than your friendly, 
neighborhood Residential Mortgage Consultants. They have a 
special, limited-time mortgage that, if approved, could get you 
����������	��
�����
���
��	����������
����������
������
because this offer may be withdrawn at any time.

  “WE HAVE A SUPER LOW
RATE UP TO $2.0 MILLION!”

www.ridgewoodbank.com

Most guests trickling 
in and out of the Whites-
tone store stopped to share 
a moment, a handshake or 
just a smile with the boy’s 
parents, Nick and Vicky 
Voulkoudis, who smiled 
back with watering eyes.

“He was a breath of 
fresh air. He loved life,” 
said Vicky Voulkoudis, the 
boy’s mother. “Whomever’s 
life he touched was deeply 
affected. He was a very spe-
cial boy”

Father Nick Voulk-
oudis said he was most 
thankful for the help his 
family received in the 
months following the trag-
ic accident and fought back 
tears to share his thoughts 
on the weekend fund-raiser. 
He said it would take about 
$8,000 to build the gazebo 
and garden at his son’s for-
mer school — a mark eas-

ily met, thanks to the over-
whelming support.

“This community has 
been great to us. Everyone 
came out of nowhere,” he 
said. “It’s so great that they 
did that for us.”

Toufexis said the 
Greek community in north-
east Queens came out in 
full force to show support 
for the Voulkoudis family, 
with borough eateries such 
as Oasis Cafe, Mythos Cui-
sine, Veranda Restaurant & 
Café and Tasty Grill donat-
ing food to the fund-raiser.

“Everyone really came 
together today,” said Lou-
ise Disponzio, mother of 
Toufexis and part-owner 
of Raggedy Ann’s. “We’re a 
family business and want-
ed to do whatever we could 
to help our friends.”

Looking ahead, Chris-
tos’ parents said they were 
looking to form their own 
foundation in their son’s 
honor to raise money for 
other children’s funds, such 
as Ronald McDonald House 
Charities and St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

LATE PAGE

BY PHIL CORSO

Nearly one year af-
ter his death, a tight-knit 
Queens community came 
together in Whitestone 
Sunday to raise money in 
honor of Christos “Angel 
Boy” Voulkoudis to help 
build a memorial rock gar-
den and gazebo at his for-
mer pre-school.

The Bayside boy 
drowned during an Inde-
pendence Day celebration 

in a relative’s swimming 
pool in Douglaston last 
year, but his presence was 
felt Sunday throughout 
Raggedy Ann’s Childrens’ 
Boutique on 14th Avenue at 
an all-day fund-raiser with 
photos displayed and spe-
cial “Angel Boy” blue brace-
lets made in his honor.

The store put up 50 per-
cent of the money it made 
throughout the day for a 
memorial fund for little 
Christos. Funds will also 

go to the nearby Pee-Wee 
Folks Pre-School, which 
the boy attended as a stu-
dent before his death. With 
the school’s help, a back-
yard memorial rock garden 
and gazebo will be built in 
Christos’ honor.

“We wanted to get peo-
ple together to do something 
and give back,” said store 
owner Anna Toufexis, who 
designed the special “Angel 
Boy” bracelets. “We’re all 
good friends.”

Several northeast Queens children show off their Raggedy Ann’s loot at the fund-raiser for Christos 
“Angel Boy” Voulkoudis. Photo by Christina Santucci

Whitestone fund-raiser remembers ‘Angel Boy’

Nick Voulkoudis visits with guests at the Whitestone fund-
raiser in memory of his son Christos, who died in July. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

CHRISTOS VOULKOUDIS.
Photo courtesy Voulkoudis family
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

State police busted up 
a suspected Corona-based 
drug trafficking ring they 
said was responsible for 
peddling millions of dol-
lars’ worth of Mexican 
crystal meth and “black 
tar” heroin throughout 
the area.

The three men ac-
cused of operating the 
ring allegedly imported 
the methamphetamine in 
crystallized, smokeable 
form from Mexican mega-
labs churning the dead-
ly drug out in massive 
amounts for distribution 
in the United States, New 
York City Special Narcotic 
Prosecutor Bridget Bren-
nan said.

“This seizure is typi-
cal of a pattern that we’ve 
seen developing in our 
narcotics investigations 
across the city,” she said. 
“Methamphetamine is a 
homegrown product for 

Mexican cartels. Clearly 
they are trying to promote 
the use and addiction to 
crystal meth here in New 
York City.”

Citing city Health De-
partment data, Brennan 
said the number of meth-
related emergency room 
trips has more than dou-
bled between 2004 to 2011.

“Health Department 
data reflects a dangerous 
escalation in related hos-
pitalizations,” she said. 
“This case affirms our 
commitment with the New 
York State Police and our 
other law enforcement 
partners to curtail the dis-
tribution of this extremely 
dangerous drug.”

According to Bren-
nan, state police were 
probing Miguel Mercado-
Guelen’s suspected stash 
house on 96th Street April 
9 when his two alleged ac-
complices, Henry Nunez 
and Diego Estevez, arrived 
before the three took off in 

two separate cars for the 
Bronx.

Investigators stopped 
 Mercado-Guelen and 
Nunez in their car, and 
when they stopped Estevez 
on foot he allegedly had  3 
kilos of Mexican “black 
tar” heroin on him, Bren-
nan said.

When the authorities 
returned to the Corona 
house with a search war-
rant, they found a dresser 
with a hidden compart-
ment allegedly containing 
another 1.5 kilos of heroin, 
4 kilos of meth, a 9mm 
handgun and a loaded 
magazine clip, the special 
prosecutor said.

All told, the street val-
ue of the drugs was worth 
more than $2 million, 
Brennan said.

A search of the house 
also turned up a ledger 
discussing meth trans-
actions, $2,000 cash and 
equipment such as masks, 
grinders, a kilo press and 

scales used for packaging 
narcotics, Brennan said.

 Mercado-Guelen, an 
illegal alien who returned 
to the United States after 
being deported in 2003, 
was indicted Monday on 
conspiracy, weapons and 
drug charges, Brennan 
said. Nunez and Estevez 
were indicted earlier in 
the month on conspiracy 
and drug charges.

“The indictments of 
these three individuals 
have broken up a drug 
trafficking operation that 
poured literally pounds of 
deadly, illicit drugs into 
the streets of Queens and 
beyond,” New York State 
Police Superintendent Jo-
seph D’Amico said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Drugs, a handgun and a loaded clip are among 
the evidence authorities seized from a home in Corona. 

Photo courtesy New York State Police

Cops seize over $2M in drugs from Corona ring

Feliz - Class of ’14
Transfer Student
Fe
Tra

Small College .  B ig  Dreams .

Register
Now!

S U MM E R
S E S S I O N S

June 3-27
July 1-31
Aug. 5-29

SFC . edu2 3 4 5 A BC D N RF
lines

BED-STUY 
CAMPAIGN
AGAINST 
HUNGER

Please join us for the

4th Annual Planter Awards Dinner
Presented by
Hosted by Fox 5 Anchor
Antwan Lewis

Honoring
Nancy Romer, 
Brooklyn Food Coalition
Thursday, June 13, 2013 at Giando on the Water
412 Kent Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Cocktail Reception
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Silent Auction & Dinner

For tickets to the fundraiser or to donate, visit
BedStuyAgainstHunger.org or call (718) 773-3551, ext. 151
The Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger is a 501(c)(3) organization.

4th Annual 
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Greenmarkets sales to 
food stamp users rose by 30 
percent in the past year in 
what City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) called proof that 
“all New Yorkers will buy 
health foods when given 
the opportunity.”

Corona and Astoria 
were among areas where 
greenmarkets reported 
more than 65 percent of in-
come from shoppers using 
electronic benefits transfer 
cards or special coupons 
for low-income shoppers.

The Council released 
a report last week at the 
Union Square market de-
tailing EBT card activity 
at greenmarkets providing 
access to underserved ar-
eas and supporting local 
farmers.

Sale at greenmarkets 

rose from $638,140 in 2011 
to $831,601 in 2012.

“The program is a win-
win because it increases ac-
cess to nourishing food for 
New Yorkers who need it 
most and keeps food stamp 
dollars in the hands of local 
farmers,” Quinn said. “By 
investing in a program that 
makes it possible for low-

income New Yorkers to buy 
fresh and nutritious food, 
the City Council has helped 
to create a new market for 
fresh food that will make 
this project sustainable in 
the years to come.

“This continued suc-
cess of the Greenmarket 
EBT initiative is proof that 
all New Yorkers will pur-
chase healthy foods when 
given the opportunity.”

The report shows high 
levels of EBT redemption in 
all parts of the city. In fact, 
some markets — including 
Sunset Park, Poe Park and 
175th Street besides Corona 
and Astoria — got more 
than 65 percent of their 
income from shoppers us-
ing EBT, their WIC Farm-
ers Market Nutrition Pro-
gram coupons and $2 paper 
vouchers called Health 
Bucks, the report said.

Greenmarkets in Corona and 
Astoria report more than 65 
percent of income comes from 
shoppers using food stamps.

Qns greenmarkets see rise 
in food stamp customers German 

 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Continued on Page 32
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BY PHIL CORSO

A Queens state Assem-
blyman’s efforts to crack 
down on staged car acci-
dents kicked into high gear 
as the lawmaker prepared 
his final push before the 
current legislation session 
ends in June.

One decade ago, 
71-year-old Queens grand-
mother Alice Ross died 
when her car crashed into 
a tree after being inten-
tionally struck in a pre-
meditated collision. In the 
years following her death, 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
helped draft a bill in her 
memory, dubbed Alice’s 
Law, to toughen up the pen-
alties for staging accidents 
to commit insurance fraud.

Weprin stood on the 
steps of City Hall Sunday 
with driver-safety group 
New Yorkers Stand Against 
Insurance Fraud to urge Al-

bany to make Alice’s Law a 
reality and save taxpayer 
money in the process.

“On the 10th anniver-
sary of her death, I want 
to go to Alice’s family this 
year and finally be able to 
tell them this bill has be-
come a law,” Weprin said. 
“We are incredibly close 
to getting this done, but 
we’re headed into the final 
month of this year’s legisla-
tive session and I’m urging 
everyone of the importance 
of making this bill a prior-
ity.”

The Assembly voted 
unanimously last year to 
pass Alice’s Law, but the 
state Senate did not put it 
to a vote before ending the 
session in 2012. With the 
Assembly’s blessing again 
this year, Weprin said he 
hoped to finally put the bill 
to a final vote before the 
session ends in late June.

“Thanks to the dili-
gence of Assemblyman We-

prin and his colleagues in 
the Senate, we came very 
close to making Alice’s 
Law a reality,” said David 
Schwartz, a spokesman for 
the anti-insurance fraud 
group, who has stood beside 
the assemblyman through-
out his efforts to pass the 
bill. “For Alice’s family 
and the millions of drivers 
across the state, let this be 
the year that we send a mes-
sage to criminals that New 
York will no longer tolerate 
this crime.”

Alice’s Law would 
close loopholes in no-fault 
insurance fraud through-
out the state, Weprin said, 
by making staged car acci-
dents a stand-alone crime. 
Under current law, staging 
a car crash is classified as 
a misdemeanor, but Weprin 
said his bill would create 
crime categories for the of-
fense in the first, second 
and third degrees. Inci-
dents would instead be clas-

sified as Class D felonies if 
another uninvolved party 
is injured, the bill said.

“We absolutely cannot 
go another year without 
putting a law in place to 
crack down on this crime,” 
Weprin said.

The driver responsible 
for Ross’ death was 25-year-
old Waurd Demolaire, of 
Brooklyn, who was con-
victed of conspiracy and 
manslaughter in Queens 
Supreme Court Feb. 16, 
2006. Police said Demolaire 
drove his car head-on into 
Ross, thrusting her car into 
a tree on Commonwealth 
Boulevard in Jamaica. His 
appeal was denied and he 
is now serving a 15-year 
prison sentence.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Assemblyman David Weprin (l.) joins with NYSAIF spokesman 
David Schwartz to once again rally for the passage of Alice’s Law 
to combat staged car crashes. Photo courtesy David Weprin

Assemblyman Weprin pushes for action on ‘Alice’s Law’
Crack down on staged car crashes has one month to pass before session’s end next month

Presenting Sponsor:

FREE Adoptions for the fi rst 
200 Adopters on Saturday!

36 HOUR PET 
ADOPTION EVENT

Over 700 Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens!
Plus, Fun for the Entire Family

June 1st – June 2nd
Sat., 9am through Sun., 9pm

COME AND M
EET

He’s a s
helter dog too!

Pet Adoptathon Spokesperson and 
Animal League America Supporter 

Vinny Guadagnino

Actor, NCIS: Los Angeles and 
Animal League America Supporter

Renée Felice Smith

CELEBRITIES IN ATTENDANCE

Buffalo Bills
Wide Receiver 

Brad Smith

North Shore Animal League America
25 Davis Ave., Port Washington, NY 11050 
www.AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7900 SCOOBY-DOO: TM & © Hanna-Barbera.      (s13)



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 24-30, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
31

TL

Dennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may apply. 
Reply STOP to opt-out. Terms and Privacy: 
help.mcommons.com/877877. We’ll text 
approximately 4 times per month.

Public School Press
The latest news from the NYC Department of Education

City Doubles Down on Teacher Training
Historic Changes Coming to Classrooms

MAY 2013

New York’s public schools will get a boost of support 
from hundreds of coaches this fall. But instead 
of hitting the basketball courts, they’re headed to 
classrooms.  

Schools Chancellor Dennis M. Walcott has set in 
motion a major push to improve the skills of the 
city’s teachers. He announced he will double the city’s 
investment in teacher support to more than $100 
million. 

The coaches’ goal will be to train principals and others 
to observe teachers in action, pinpoint their strengths 
and weaknesses and help them improve.

The focus on teaching is a response to the Common 
Core standards, which have raised the bar for school 
kids, and a 2010 state law that overhauled an outdated 

teacher evaluation system. The new system, which 
goes into effect this September, will introduce historic 
changes to how teachers are assessed  
and trained. 

“It’s a new era in our public schools,” the Chancellor 
said. “We’re expecting more from our students and 
their teachers.”

The Department of Education’s investment of 
more than $100 million is intended to ensure that 
teachers and students will be ready to meet these new 
challenges.

“We can’t expect to raise standards for students with-
out doing the same for teachers,” Walcott said. “It’s 
especially urgent in wake of the Common Core, the 
most dramatic change to education in our lifetime.” 

City Funds for Teacher Support Top $100 Million
Pivotal Moment for Students

What’s wrong with the current evaluation 
system?
The teacher evaluation system simply doesn’t work. 
Currently, teachers are only rated either Satisfactory 
or Unsatisfactory. We need a better way to measure 
performance so that principals can give specific 
support. The new evaluation system will allow 
principals to rate teachers on a much more detailed 
scale so they know how and where to improve.

Are teachers going to be ready for  
the new system?
We’re prepared to help your child’s teacher tackle 
the new evaluation system. We’re putting our money 

Straight Talk from 
the Chancellor
Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
responds to parents’ questions

where our mouth is by doubling our investment 
in professional development to over $100 million. 
We’re providing training for our teachers through 
a partnership with The Danielson Group, an 
organization that supports teacher development and 
evaluation in districts throughout the country.

We’ve also updated our citywide instructional 
expectations to give teachers specific guidance on what 
we want to see in a classroom. Over 250 schools have 
taken part in a research study that was designed to 
prepare the city for the new teacher evaluation law and 
help us understand what works and what doesn’t.

A lot of other resources are being developed online, like 
webinars, videos, articles, and more for teachers to use, 
as well as a help desk for educators who have questions 
about the new evaluation system. We’re here to listen to 
any concerns they have.

I’m committed to making sure your child’s teacher is a 
great one. We’re all in this together.

84%
of principals say the new teacher evaluation 
system improved their students’ performance.

94%
of principals believe they could better 
identify their best teachers under the 
new evaluation system.

Out With the Old, 
in With the New

*2012 NYC Research Study. Survey based on net percent of 
school leaders’ responses to Pilot Evaluation & 
Development Model.
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BY PHIL CORSO

Baysiders never 
stopped speaking up about 
unprecedented airplane 
noise over northeast 
Queens, and the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
showed they were heard 
when it agreed to include 
them in its decision-mak-
ing, lawmakers said.

With help from bor-
ough leaders on the state 
and federal levels, the FAA 
announced it would form a 
committee to conduct what 
it called a good faith, step-
by-step review of its deci-
sion-making process when 
approving new flight pat-
terns over Queens. Public 
officials met with FAA reps 
in Washington last week af-
ter pushing for more voices 
at the table, but little prog-
ress was made.

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said lawmakers’ biggest 
push against the agency 
was to have it justify its de-
cision to implement a cate-
gorical exclusion, allowing 
the FAA to make new con-
troversial flight patterns 
permanent without solicit-
ing public input.

“We expressed our 
opinions, and they talked 
us around in circles while 
offering their own justifi-
cations,” said Braunstein, 
one of several elected of-
ficials leading the charge. 
“We’re trying to argue that 
they should at least go back 
and review whether or not 
there is a significant im-
pact in our communities.”

Braunstein and his 
colleagues in government 
have been pressing the 

FAA for the better part of 
the last year, demanding 
answers as to why constitu-
ents have been reporting a 
spike in airliner noise go-
ing into and coming out of 
LaGuardia Airport. The 
FAA has gone on record 
saying new flight patterns 
were initially put into ef-
fect in February 2012 for a 
six-month trial basis before 
making the routes perma-
nent in December.

After months of ral-
lying, the FAA eventually 
met face-to-face with resi-
dents of northeast Queens 
in a town hall forum at 
Bay Terrace Jewish Center 
earlier this year. The meet-
ing became contentious at 
times, but left few questions 
answered — spurring the 
elected officials to arrange 
another sit-down with the 
agency.

“Agreeing to work with 
the community to review 
the new flight patterns, and 
taking another look at the 
environmental assessment 
process in the step-by-step 
process we urged, is a move 
in the right direction,” said 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing). “Although more 
still needs to be done, this 
is a positive move that can 

hopefully have an effect 
on the increased airplane 
noise that Queens resi-
dents have been forced to 
endure.”

In the elected officials’ 
meeting last week with 
the FAA, Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) suggested the 
agency gather its lawyers 
and meet with experts of 
northeast Queens — in-
cluding members of activ-
ist group Queens Quiet 
Skies — to fully assess the 
decision-making process. 
Groups like Queens Quiet 
Skies have been working 
closely with borough of-
ficials, as well as a CUNY 
Law School class, to punch 
holes in the legality of the 
FAA’s decision to imple-
ment new routes without 
public input.

“Residents of Queens 
deserve to live without the 
constant barrage of air-
plane noise that they’ve 
experienced since the FAA 
approved new flight pat-
terns without taking into 
account community feed-
back,” Israel said. “I hope 
[the meeting] results in a 
more balanced plan that 
will alleviate the noise 
pollution for our constitu-
ents.”

The Federal Aviation Administration is agreeing to outline its de-
cision-making process with northeast Queens leaders concerned 
about a spike in airplane noise throughout their neighborhoods.

FAA committee agrees 
to review noise in boro

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

HAVE  YOU HAD YOUR  
ANNUAL EXAM?

9/11 Workers and Volunteers  
should be seen for their free and confidential  

monitoring exams every 12 months.

ARE YOU OVERDUE?
KEEP TRACK–COME BACK!

For further information call (888) 982-4748

www.CDC.gov/wtc
WTC Health Program

Services Available at Clinical Centers of Excellence in Manhattan, Queens,  
Brooklyn, Staten Island, Long Island, and New Jersey. 

For seven years, the 
Council has provided mon-
ey for the EBT program. 
The Council has come up 
with an average of $241,000 
for the initiative every year 

since the 2007 fiscal year.
“Access to fresh veg-

etables and fruit remains 
a significant challenge for 
low-income New Yorkers,” 
said Quinn.

GrowNYC Execu-
tive Director Marcel Van 
Ooyen said every one of 
GrowNYC’s 54 greenmar-

kets accept EBT, providing 
fresh, healthy food to city 
residents while supporting 
regional agriculture.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Continued from Page 29 

Market
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BY TATIANA CASTELLANOS

As the dreary winter season 
comes to a halt, the excited buzz of 
summer grows louder than ever.

Everyone from children count-
ing down the days until school 
is over to moms overpacking the 
beach bag are thrilled with the sea-
son. Though summer is an exciting 
respite for Queens, there are days 
where there is nothing to do but sit 
inside hoping for a cool breeze.

But not this year.
There are so many exciting 

events occurring in Queens this 
year that having fun all summer 
is inevitable for everyone.

KIDS
The most traditional way for 

kids to have fun during the sum-
mer is camp. The YMCA has loca-
tions throughout Queens and of-
fers a variety of different camps. 
Summer camp can be for daytime 
or sleep away and is for children 
ages 2 to 17.

There is a total of four Y 
sessions throughout July and 
August. For those families who 
cannot afford summer camp, fi-
nancial assistance is offered, but 
scholarship applications must be 
submitted by May 18.

Camps range from sports 
camps to swimming camps and 
even arts-and-crafts camps. At 
day camp, children will receive 
two shirts and a backpack which 
must be worn every day. Prices 
range from $250 to $700 per ses-
sion. For more information, visit 

ymcanyc.org or call 212-630-9600.

Bring your kids out to Forest 
Park, where two Movies Under 
the Stars events will take place. 
These events feature two chil-
dren’s movies: “The Lorax” and 
“Madagascar 3: Europe’s Most 
Wanted.” For free, you can take 
your little ones to see these mov-
ies alongside many other kids 
while enjoying a beautiful sum-
mer night.

“Madagascar 3” will play 
Aug. 2  and “The Lorax” will 
play Aug. 6. They will both be 
at George Seuffert Bandshell in 
Forest Park, at Woodhaven Bou-
levard and Forest Park Drive, at 
8 p.m. For more information, con-
tact 718-235-4100.

FESTIVALS
For a chance to experience 

native American culture, go to 
the Queens County Farm Mu-
seum, which will host its 35th 
annual Thunderbird American 
Indian Mid-summer Pow-wow. At 
this three-day event, you will be 
exposed to dance competitions, 
native American art, crafts, jew-
elry and foods.

The pow-wow will be July 
26 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., July 27 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. and July 28 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The festivities be at the 

Queens County Farm Museum, 
at 73-50 Little Neck Pkwy. Adults 
pay $10 or $15 for an all-weekend 
pass and children pay $5 or $7 for 
an all-weekend pass.

The pow-wow is free to those 
who obtain Farm Membership 
PLUS. For more information, e-
mail info@queensfarm.org.

The Dragon Boat Festival is 
coming once again to Flushing 
Meadows Park on Aug. 10 and 11.

According to an ancient 
legend, the dragon boat races be-
gan in 278 B.C. when an exiled 
patriot-poet committed suicide 
by drowning after learning that 
his home had been invaded. The 
legend says that local fishermen 
tried to save his life, but were too 
late. They did not want fish to eat 
the poet’s body, so they threw rice 
dumplings into the water as an 
offering to the spirit of Qu Yuan, 
the man who died. 

Now, each year on the fifth 
day or fifth lunar month, thou-
sands of people eat dumplings on 
the morning of the Dragon Boat 
Festival and spend the day cel-
ebrating. 

This year, festivities include 
an orchestra, dancing teams, mu-
sic performances, warrior monks 
that perform martial arts, and an 
arts-and-crafts tent for kids that 
will teach how to write calligra-
phy, rice dolls making, kite mak-

ing and paper cutting.
To attend the Dragon Boat 

Festival for free, go to Flushing 
Meadows Park on Aug. 10 or 11 at 
10:30 a.m. where events will last 
throughout the day. 

For more information con-
tact 718-767-1776.

For some fun for the entire 
family, attend the first World & Mu-
sic Food International Festival in 
Jamaica. This extravaganza will 
be Aug. 24 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

At the festival, you will have 
a chance to experience several 
different cultures through food, 
music and dance. There will be 
more than 50 musical and come-
dic performances and many ven-
dors will be present.

This event will be at the Roy 
Wilkins Park, 172-01 Baisley Blvd. 

To buy tickets, visit ticketfly.
org. For more information, con-
tact 615-733-2846.

MUSIC
After a long day at work, lis-

ten to the Pasofino Social Club, a 
Latin music band that will be per-
forming July 10, at 7 p.m. in High-
land Park. This popular group got 
its name because, as with every 
social club, the band is diverse 
in what they play, performing in 
several different musical styles 
such as Caribbean/tropical, sal-

sa, cumbia, Mexican ranchera, 
bolero, musica del ayer, South 
American folk and Latin jazz.

The Pasofino Social Club 
will be performing for free at El-
ton Street and Jamaica Avenue in 
Highland Park. For more infor-
mation, contact 718-235-4100.

The New York Philharmonic 
will return with its iconic 48th 
annual Concert in the Parks. 
This year, Didi and Oscar Schafer 
will present the five free outdoor 
concerts. 

The Queens free concert will 
be at Cunningham Park on July 
11. 

Native New Yorker Alan Gil-
bert will conduct Dvorak’s “Cello 
Concerto,” with principal cello 
Carter Brey as soloist, and Tchai-
kovsky’s “Symphony No. 5.” 

For a chance to hear the best 
classical music under the stars, 
go to Cunningham Park on July 
11 and enter at 193 Street near 
81st Avenue or Union Turnpike 
The concert will be on the 193rd 
Street Field. The concert starts at 
8 p.m. For more information visit 
nyphil.org/parks.

These examples are just a 
few of the compelling events oc-
curring this summer. For a list 
of all events occurring at parks 
throughout the five boroughs, 
visit nycgovparks.org.

Queensites plan now for season of activities

Andrey Boreyko (above) conducts the New York Philharmonic during a concert in Cunningham Park last 
summer. The musical selection included works by Tchaikovsky and Brahms. Jacob Buck (right), whose 
heritage is Cayuga and Mohawk, wears facepaint resembling the American flag at the Thunderbird 
American Indian Mid-summer Pow-wow at the Queens Farm Museum.
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When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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BY STEVE MOSCO

During the darkest 
hours of Hurricane Sandy’s 
aftermath, one fact re-
mained true in that swirl-
ing tide of uncertainty: 
Summer was sure to return 
to the Rockaways.

The superstorm that 
left the beachfront’s board-
walks in ruins did not 
change the city’s natural 
course of seasons. Beachgo-
ers would be back, pressing 
the city to replace and im-
prove all that was lost.

Sandy’s destructive 
force reduced the iconic 5 
1/2-mile-long boardwalk at 
Rockaway Beach to scraps 
of wood, snapping the 
structure like matchsticks 
and leaving only the con-
crete pylons behind.

But with a 24-hour-a-
day commitment to rebuild-
ing, the city Parks Depart-
ment said summer visitors 
will meet new amenities 
when they reach the beach 
this season.

“Rockaway Beach will 
officially open Memorial 
Day weekend, just as it has 
every year before the hurri-
cane,” said a Parks Depart-
ment spokesman, adding 
that the boardwalk itself 
will not be completely built 
in time for Memorial Day 
weekend. “We are going to 
have the same complement 
of lifeguards and we will 
be open from one end of the 
beach to the other.”

The original board-
walk stretched from Beach 
73rd to Beach 109th streets, 
and all along that expanse 
the city is building new 
boardwalk islands, con-
crete plazas, comfort sta-
tions and ramps leading 
from parking areas direct-
ly to the sandy beach.

Just over a week before 
the beach’s official opening, 
workers were seen hauling 
scraps of wood and pour-
ing cement as the sun beat 
down and the beach season 
drew closer.

The entire cost of re-
covery in the Rockaways, 
including debris removal, 
is $140 million, according 
to the Parks Department.

Residents who call 
Rockaway Beach home, 

even during the winter 
months, believe beachgo-
ers will arrive and pack the 
shore as if the hurricane 
never happened.

“I don’t expect to have 
this much beach to my-
self by the time July rolls 
around,” said Audrey Halp-
ern, sunning herself near 
Beach 97th Street a week 
before the official start of 
the season. “We live in a 
city of concrete and traffic; 
people want to come here to 
get away from everything 
for a day.”

Halpern was not the 
only one taking advantage 
of the spacious shoreline. 
Numerous others walked 
their dogs, ate lunch, built 
sandcastles and surfed 
while dodging tractors and 
ignoring the bustle of con-
struction crews just a few 

sand mounds over.
Meanwhile, businesses 

at the beach are also busy 
returning to pre-hurricane 
form. Rockaway Taco, at 95-
19 Rockaway Beach Blvd., 
reopened at the beginning 
of May with crowds flock-
ing to the small wooden 
shack almost immediately.

Other businesses that 
depend on the summer 
crowds, including Healy’s 
Bar and Grille, at 108-07 
Rockaway Beach Drive, 
and Bungalow Bar, at 377 
Beach 92nd St., are also up 
and running, ready for the 
crowds.

But those crowds need 
a convenient way to travel 
from the far reaches of the 
city to enjoy the sun and 
surf in the Rockaways. 
Luckily, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 

said A train service is being 
restored ahead of schedule, 
and the critical link from 
the peninsula to the rest 
of the city will be restored 
May 30, officials said.

“Our system in the 
Rockaways, like life itself in 
that area, was devastated,” 
said acting MTA Chairman 
Fernando Ferrer, updating 
the restoration’s progress at 
the South Ferry subway sta-
tion in Manhattan May 16.

Transportation is the 
key to returning the Rock-
aways to the relaxation des-
tination it had become in 
the years prior to the Octo-
ber superstorm. When Joey 
Ramone wrote the line “It’s 
not far, not hard to reach” 
in The Ramones’ 1977 hit 
“Rockaway Beach,” the 
Queens punk legend had 
no idea just how difficult 

traveling to the peninsula 
would get.

But the Rockaways 
needs visitors to rev the 
economic engine that is 
the beach, and getting the 
A train back is an impor-
tant step in the return to 
normalcy, according to one 
Breezy Point resident.

“People have got to get 
here,” said Penelope Sha-
let, who lives near Jacob 
Riis Park, a popular and 
crowded beach. “If people 
don’t come back to the 
Rockaways, it can hurt the 
peninsula.”

A spokesman for the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area said Jacob Riis 
Park will reopen as well 
on Memorial Day weekend, 
but Fort Tilden, a popular 
alternative, will remain 
closed this summer due to 
extreme erosion.

The Gateway National 
Recreation Area, which en-
compasses Jacob Riis Park 
and Fort Tilden, is a feder-
ally managed park and not 
in the city’s jurisdiction.

The furious nature of 
the city’s Rockaway Beach 
rebuilding process speaks 

to the importance of the 
beach to the economy of the 
city at large, according to 
the Parks Department.

“Along with our 
partners at the [city] De-
partment of Design and 
Construction, the Parks De-
partment has been working 
’round the clock to reopen 
Rockaway Beach,” said 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dorothy Lewandowski. 
“We’ll have the beach open, 
with access points through-
out the peninsula and new, 
concrete boardwalk ‘is-
lands’ surrounding beach 
hubs where boardwalk was 
lost.

“And our work will not 
end with this weekend’s 
opening — we’re now in-
stalling interim shoreline 
protections and working 
with the community and 
[U.S.] Army Corps of En-
gineers on plans for a re-
placement boardwalk and 
comprehensive, long-term 
protection.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Sandy will not stop playtime in Rockaways

(Above) A woman walks her dog on Rockaway Beach as a construc-
tion vehicle makes its way down the beach. A surfer (left) heads 
into the Rockaway Beach waves prior to the official Memorial Day 
weekend opening.

Photos by Steve Mosco
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Live Music &
Every FridayH A PP Y  HOUR  SPEC I A L S every sunday

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. 
Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave. (across from King Kullen Shopping Center). 
Make fi rst left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Like us on 
Facebook
& Twitter

Queens County
On the web at www.queensbp.
org/content_web/tourism/
tourism_orgs.shtml

There are all kinds of activities 
and fun to be found right around 
the corner here in Queens. The 
following are some places that 
offer programs throughout 
the summer. For more detailed 
listings of arts and community 
events in Queens, see our 
calendar listings every week in 
the QGuide.

New York Hall of Science
47-01 111 St., Corona
718-699-0005
www.nysci.org

Queens Theatre in the Park
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
718-760-0064
queenstheatre.org
info@queenstheatre.org

Queens Botanical Garden
43-50 Main St., Flushing
718-886-3800
www.queensbotanical.org

Queens Zoo
53-51 111th St., Flushing

718-271-1500
www.queenszoo.com

Forest Park
In central Queens, Forest Park 
is the third largest park in the 
borough and a gorgeous place 
to stay in the shade on a hot 
summer day. Games to be played 
include bocce, horseshoes, 
shuffl eboard, golf, track and 
fi eld, horseback riding and 
skateboarding in a skate park.
718-235-0815
www.nycgovparks.org/
sub_your_park/vt_forest_park/
vt_forest_park.html

EVENTS & FESTIVALS 
LIC Bike Parade
June 8, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The 6th annual LIC bike 
parade invites children 
and families to repair their 
bikes, get free helmets and 
fi ttings, and decorate their 
bikes with Socrates artists. 
For more information visit 
socratessculpturepark.org. 
Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City

State Parks Summer Run 
Series
June 11–Aug. 6

The Summer Run series is 
an  eight-weeks-long, Long 
Island state parks running 
competition featuring prizes 
and refreshments. Runners 
can register for the Heckscher, 
Sunken Meadow, Robert Mosses 
and Jones Beach State Park 
events June 17 thru Aug. 5. Costs 
are $60 per registrant. To register 
online visit www.fl rrt.com or 
www.active.com or call (631) 321-
3510 for more information.

Summer Solstice Celebration
June 21, 5 p.m.–Dusk
Socrates Sculpture Park’s 
annual Summer Solstice 
Celebration, welcomes the 
arrival of summer with art 
workshops, face painting, 
picnics, and a solstice ritual 
performed by Urban Shaman 
Mama Donna. The evening 
wraps up  at a community 
drum circle with Toca & Alé 
Alé Drummers. The evening 
will kick off with an exhibition 
of action-packed, high-fl ying 
Lucha Libre (Masked Mexican 
Wrestling). Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City

Outdoor Cinema 2013
July 3 – Aug. 21 at 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays (weather 
permitting) 
The annual international fi lm 

festival focuses on a different 
country or culture each 
Wednesday evening. Visitors can 
picnic on the grass, enjoy the 
waterfront or watch musicals, 
dance performances and 
international fi lms on an outdoor 
screen with the backdrop of the 
Manhattan Skyline.
Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City   

Dragon Boat Festival
Aug. 10 - 11

The 22nd annual Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival treats 
people to the Dragon Boat 
races, cultural performances, 
demonstrations and a selection of 
international food for your eating 
pleasure. The event is free. See 
www.hkdbf-ny.org/ for details.
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 

US Open Tennis 
Championships
The annual US Open is one of 
the premier sporting events 

in the world. Book your tickets 
early for the best seats. Tickets 
go on sale to the general 
public June 10. The qualifying 
tournament is free and features 
some excellent tennis. Arthur 
Ashe Kids’ Day is another free, 
excellent event.
Louis Armstrong Stadium, Corona.
See usopen.org and www.aakd.
com for details.
Aug. 26 – Sept. 9
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NATIONAL PARKS

Breezy Point 
Part of the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, this park 
covers the extreme western 
end of the Rockaway Peninsula 
and is home to nesting colonies 
of a variety of endangered and 
threatened birds. Recreation in 
this area is limited to fi shing.
After Hurricane Sandy, some 
areas of the park remain 
closed. For updates, call 718-
318-4340 or use the National 
Park Service or Friends of 
Gateway Recreation Area 
Web sites at www.nps.gov/ or 
treebranch.org/.

Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Part of the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, the refuge 
covers over 9,000 acres and 
offers more than 5 miles of 
trails. The park, on the eastern 
fl yway of migrating birds, is a 
favorite of birdwatchers.
After Hurricane Sandy, some 
areas of the park remain 
closed. For more info, call chief 
ranger, Gateway NRA 718-318-
4340
Visit the National Park 
Service or Friends of Gateway 
Recreation Area Web sites.

STATE PARKS

Bayswater Point State Park 
Mott Avenue and Jamaica Bay. 
This 14-acre park is a remnant 
of the estate of banker Louis A. 
Heinsheimer. The 175-foot-long 
mansion on the site, Breezy 
Point, was demolished in 1987, 
although a conservatory which 
was attached to the house 
remains. The land has been 
a state park since 1988 and 
is managed by the Audubon 
Society as part of its Buffer the 
Bay project.
The site now offers nature 
walks. The park jutsinto the 
Mott Basin on the eastern shore 
of Jamaica Bay. The terrain is 
varied and includes beachfront, 
wetlands and woodlands, 
making it an ideal habitat for 
migrating and nesting birds. 
The goal of this park is to 
preserve the existing natural 
systems and, if feasible, restore 
what has been lost. Passive 
recreation, such as hiking and 
nature study, are encouraged. 
Fishing is permitted, but no 
pets. Open daily year round.
Contact: c/o Gantry Plaza State 
Park, 50-50 2nd St., Long Island 
City, NY 11101 or 718-471-2212.

Gantry Plaza State Park
Gantry Plaza State Park is a 

12-acre riverside oasis that 
boasts views of the midtown 
Manhattan skyline, including 
the Empire State Building 
and the United Nations. Enjoy 
a relaxing stroll along the 
park’s four piers or through its 
manicured gardens and unique 
mist fountain. Along the way, 
admire the rugged beauty 
of the park’s centerpieces: 
restored gantries.
These industrial monuments 
were once used to load 
and unload rail car fl oats 
and barges. Today they are 
reminders of the waterfront’s 
past. With the city skyline as 
a backdrop and the gantries 
as a stage, the park’s plaza 
is a wonderful place to enjoy 
a spring or summer concert 
or the Macy’s Fourth of July 
fi reworks display.
Recreational facilities include 
basketball courts, playgrounds, 
handball courts and a fi shing pier 
with its own cleaning table. Open 
daily and year-round, but no pets.
Contact: 409 47th St., Long Island 
City, NY 11101 or 718-786-6385.

CITY PARKS

For more information about any 
of these or other city parks, 
call the city Parks Department 
at 1-800-360-8111 or visit the 
Parks Department Web site at 
www.nycgovparks.org or www.
partnershipsforparks.org.

Alley Pond Park
This 657-acre park follows the 
course of Alley Creek, which 
leads into Little Neck Bay. 
It includes nature centers, 
hiking trails, barbecuing 
areas, baseball fi elds, tennis 
courts and handball courts, 
playgrounds, golf courses and a 
soccer fi eld.
Attractions:
• Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston, NY 11363. Phone: 
718-229-4000; e-mail: info@
alleypond.com.
• Alley Pond Tennis Center, 
79-20 Winchester Blvd., Queens 
Village, NY 11427. Phone: 
718-264-2600; e-mail: info@
alleypondtenniscenter.com.

Astoria Park
This 66-acre park is on the 
East River between the Hell 
Gate and Robert F. Kennedy 
bridges and has a view of the 
Manhattan skyline. The park 
contains bocce courts, a pool, 
dog runs, a tennis court, and 
playgrounds.
Location: bounded by Ditmars 
Boulevard, 21st Street, Astoria 
Park South and the East River.

Baisley Pond Park
With 109 acres and a 30-acre 
pond, the park is located at 

North Conduit Avenue, Baisley 
Boulevard South and Lake View 
Boulevard East in Jamaica. 
Fishing allowed. Free tennis.

Brookville Park
In Rosedale, the entrance is at 
Brookville Boulevard and 149th 
Avenue. At 90 acres, the park 
features a baseball fi eld and a 
bocce court.

Crocheron Park
At 45.8 acres, the park is at 
33rd to 35th avenues at Little 
Neck Bay and south of John 
Golden Park.

Cunningham Park
With 358 acres, it is located at 
the Horace Harding Expressway 
and Grand Central Parkway and 
has extensive facilities, including 
tennis courts, a ballfi eld, a soccer 
fi eld, fi ve playgrounds and the 
Long Island Motor Parkway.
Visit http://
friendsofcunninghampark.org/.
Activities include barbecuing, 
bicycling, bocce, cricket, 
volleyball and 3 miles of hiking 
trails.
Contact the Cunningham Sports 
Center at 196-00 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366 or 718-
740-6800.

Flushing Meadows Corona Park
This 1,255-acre park, known for 
the Unisphere and other World’s 
Fair landmarks, has historical, 
recreational and environmental 
signifi cance. Originally a dump 
for ashes, it was called a “valley 
of ashes” by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
in his novel “The Great Gatsby.” 
The park was transformed 
for the 1939-40 World’s Fair 
and again for another one in 
1964-65.
The park is Queens’ largest. It 
is home to the New York Mets 
baseball team and annual US 

Open tennis tournament. Except 
for during the tournament, the 
tennis courts are open to the 
public.
Activities include museums, 
a zoo, a theater, boating, 
bicycling, tennis, soccer, Major 
League Baseball, an indoor 
ice skating rink and a model 
airplane fi eld.
Attractions include the 
Carousel (call 718-760-9583) 
and Pitch & Putt Golf and 
Miniature Golf (718-271-8182) at 
Avery Avenue off College Point 
Boulevard.
New York Hall of Science, 47-01 
111th St., Flushing, 718-699-0301, 
www.nysci.org/.
Playground for All Children 
(handicapped-oriented), 111th 
Street at 56th Avenue, Flushing, 
718-699-8283
Queens Museum of Art, New 
York City Building, 718-592-
9700. Includes the Panorama 
of New York City, the world’s 
largest model.
Queens Theatre in the Park, 
718-760-0064
Queens Zoo Wildlife Center, 
718-271-1500
Citi Field, 718-507-8499 for box 
offi ce.
Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th 
St., 718-592-5000
United States Tennis 
Association Tennis Center, 
Roosevelt Avenue, 718-760-
6200
World’s Fair Marina, 718-899-
1200

Forest Park
Woodhaven, bordered by 
Myrtle Avenue, Union Turnpike 
and bisected by Woodhaven 
Boulevard. It touches on 
Metropolitan Avenue and Kew 
Gardens in the north.
In central Queens, Forest Park 
is the third largest park in the 
borough, and a gorgeous place 

to stay in the shade on a hot 
summer day.
Activities: golf, a model airplane 
fi eld, track and fi eld, baseball, 
playgrounds, nature trails, 
horseback riding, barbecuing, 
tennis, bocce, handball and 
skateboarding.
Attractions: Forest Park Golf 
Course, 101 Forest Park Drive, 
Woodhaven, 718-296-0999; 
Carousel and George Seuffert 
Sr. Bandshell near Woodhaven 
Boulevard; and Victory Field, 
track and fi eld facility, at 
Myrtle Avenue and Woodhaven 
Boulevard.

Fort Totten Park
10 acres at the Cross Island 
Parkway and Totten Road to 
15th Road in Bayside. It takes 
its name from the Civil War-era 
fortress on the property.

Francis Lewis Park
Bounded by the East River, 
Parsons Boulevard, 3rd Avenue 
and 147th Street.

Herman A. MacNeil Park
In College Point, it has views of 
the Manhattan skyline.

Juniper Valley Park
In Middle Village. Bounded 
by Juniper Boulevard North, 
Juniper Boulevard South, 
Lutheran Avenue and 80th 
Street.
Activities: basketball, running 
track (1/4 mile), soccer

Kissena Park
Flushing, from Queensboro Hill 
to Fresh Meadows, bordered by 
Rose and Oak avenues in the 
north, Booth Memorial Avenue 
in the south, Kissena Boulevard 
in the west and 164th Street in 
the east.
The land that is now Kissena 
Park was originally the site 

of the tree nursery of Samuel 
Bowne Parsons and more than 
100 tree varieties remain. 
Kissena Lake and the bicycle 
velodrome are the main 
features of this park, along with 
the Kissena Park Golf Course.
Activities: baseball, tennis, 
bicycling, soccer.

Queensbridge Park
20.34 acres and named for the 
nearby Queensborough Bridge. 
It provides neighborhood 
residents with a variety 
of facilities, including the 
handball court that constitute 
Queensbridge “Baby” Park at 
21st Street and Bridge Plaza/
Vernon Boulevard.

Roy Wilkins Park
Located on Baisley and Merrick 
boulevards, 115th Avenue, 177th 
Street in Jamaica, this park was 
named after the famous civil 
rights leader and former NAACP 
president. The park features a 
425-seat theatre, a four-acre 
vegetable garden and much more. 
There are tennis, basketball and 
handball courts, an indoor pool 
and an outdoor track. 

Socrates Sculpture Park
This park was an abandoned 
riverside landfi ll and illegal dump 
site until 1986, when a coalition of 
artists and community members, 
under the leadership of Mark di 
Suvero, transformed it into an 
open studio and exhibition space 
for artists and a neighborhood 
park for local residents. Today it 
is an internationally renowned 
outdoor museum and artist 
residency program that also 
serves as a vital city park 
offering a variety of public 
services.
The park is located in Long 
Island City at the intersection of 
Broadway and Vernon Boulevard.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Biking in Queens of-
fers something for every 
person. The health-con-
scious, the practical and 
the adventurous will all 
find what they are look-
ing for on the streets of the 
city’s most expansive bor-
ough.

About half a million 
New Yorkers cycle, accord-
ing to the city Department 
of Health, and two-wheeled 
treks are on the rise.

The number of resi-
dents who pedaled to work 
doubled between 2007 and 
2011, according to the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation, which is hoping 
that number will triple by 
2017. At the same time, the 
cycling risk indicator — a 
number crunched by DOT 
that estimates how likely 
a city cyclist is at risk for a 
serious injury — has plum-
meted by 73 percent from 
2000-11.

Various studies and 
maps show bike lane con-
struction in Queens has 
lagged behind Manhattan 
and Brooklyn over the last 
decade, which means where 
you want to go largely de-
termines whether you’re in 
for the ride of your life or 
otherwise.

For instance, the west-
ern waterfront is served by 
a lengthy and often scenic 
lane that runs through As-
toria Park and continues 
down Vernon Boulevard. 
Vernon is not the most 
evenly paved and pot-
hole-free thoroughfare in 
Queens, but it provides a 
crucial link from Astoria 
to Long Island City. It also 
connects Queens to Man-
hattan via the Queensboro 
Bridge and to Brooklyn via 
the Pulaski Bridge.

Along the way are 
some of Queens’ best cul-
tural attractions. Socrates 
Sculpture Park and the 
Noguchi Museum lie di-
rectly off the bike path, as 
do seven of the borough’s 
waterfront parks. The 

path then cuts through the 
heart of Long Island City’s 
burgeoning bar, restaurant 
and cultural scene and 
passes near the Museum 
of Modern Art’s PS1. Lanes 
running through Sunny-
side connect to this artery.

Most of the borough’s 
interior major parks are also 
connected by continuous, al-
beit often circuitous routes. 
A cyclist can ride from 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park to several surround-
ing greenspaces like Forest 
and Cunningham parks via 
marked bike lanes.

Elsewhere, a breezy 
seaside greenway runs 
along the eastern edge of 
Bayside.

It is eventually sup-
posed to circumnavigate 
the entire borough, con-
necting the Bayside coast to 
the Vernon Avenue stretch 
across northern Queens, 
and running from Bayside 
south connecting to the 
Rockaways. This plan was 
outlined in the 1997 docu-
ment called the New York 
City Bicycle Master Plan, 
which 16 years later shows 
one of the problems the city 
seems to still be struggling 
with in Queens: connect-
ing all the bike lanes into a 
coherent network.

Part of the greenway 
runs along the Flushing 
Marina, but trying to find 
one’s way to the Asian food 
mecca itself puts a cyclist 
directly into Willets Point, 

where giant dump trucks 
rumble.

The isolated bike lanes 
of Queens are a far cry from 
the extensive networks in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
but according to Helen Ho, 
co-founder of the nonprofit 
the Biking Public Project, 
the city is likely rolling 
out lanes where support is 
strongest first in order to 
encourage more riders.

“I think they are going 
after the lowest-hanging 
fruit right now,” she said. 
“But that doesn’t mean 
that the rest of us should be 
neglected also.”

Ho hopes the city will 
continue introducing bike 
lane designations further 
east into Queens — al-
though local governing 
bodies in those areas are 
often hostile to the idea — 
and believes DOT’s bike 
sharing program will help 
promote the activity in 
Queens.

Long Island City is set 
to get a few of the blue, pay-
per-use cycles this Septem-
ber, which may not only 
contribute to economic 
activity in that part of the 
borough, but  also spur the 
city to construct new pro-
tected pathways to make 
cycling safer in more plac-
es in Queens.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Bicyclists hit the road 
all across the borough

Richard Mendoza takes a break on a bench at Little Bay Park in 
Bayside during the half-way point for the fifth annual Tour de 
Queens, a 19-mile bike ride through Queens neighborhoods. 

SMILE THIS SUMMER. JOIN THE Y.
WE’VE GOT YOUR VALUE PASS FOR FUN.

Save on summer camp registration when you become a member!

Cross Island Y
Flushing Y
Jamaica Y

Long Island City Y
Ridgewood Y

(718) 392-7932
(212) 912-2180

(718) 479-0505
(718) 961-6880
(718) 739-6600

QUEENS YMCA LOCATIONS

CALL (855) NYC-YMCA OR VISIT YMCANYC.ORG

Just $200 for an adult or $275 for the whole family!
Summer Membership good from date of join through Labor Day, Sept. 2, 2013

* *

* Park Slope Armory YMCA, Ridgewood YMCA and Flatbush YMCA do not offer a swimming pool. 

Some pricing exemptions and other restrictions apply.
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Find a host of things to do 
right next door to Queens.

HIKING
Adirondack Mountain Club
St. Elizabeth Church Parish 
Center, 175 Wolf Hill Road, 
Melville
516-354-0231
www.adkli.org
info@adkli.org

Long Island Greenbelt Trail 
Conference
Hauppauge
631-360-0753
www.hike-li.com
reisfi eld@ligreenbelt.org

TRAILS
Long Island Greenbelt Trail
32 miles along Connetquot 
and Nissequogue
www.ligreenbelt.org
hikegreenbelt32@yahoo.com

Fire Island National 
Seashore
7-mile stretch from Watch Hill 
and Smith Point on Fire Island.
(631) 687-4750
www.nps.gov/fi is/

Walt Whitman Trail
From the Whitman home 
through West Hills County 
Park, Huntington. 8 miles. 
County park entrance off 
Sweet Hollow Road.
631-854-4423

BIKING CLUBS
Huntington Bicycle Club
www.huntingtonbicycleclub.org

Long Island Bicycle Club
www.libike.org

Massapequa Park Bicycle Club
Massapequa
www.massparkbikeclub.org

PARKS & 
PRESERVES

For more information, visit 
www.nassaucountyny.gov/
agencies/Parks/index.html, 
www.suffolkcountyny.us 
or the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
at www.dec.ny.gov/.

Nassau County
Bethpage State Park
99 Quaker Meetinghouse 
Road, Farmingdale
516-249-0701
Golf 516-249-0707; stables 631-
531-8007; Greenbelt Trail tours 
631-360-0753

Hempstead Lake State Park
West Hempstead
516-766-1029
Lakeside Riding Academy 
516-486-9673

Jones Beach State Park
1 Ocean Pkwy., Wantagh
516-785-1600

Trail View State Park
25 Lloyd Harbor Road, 
Huntington
631-423-1770

Valley Stream State Park
Valley Stream
516-825-4128

Cow Meadow Park and 
Preserve
701 South Main Street, 
Freeport
516-571-8685

Garvies Point Museum & 
Preserve
50 Barry Drive, Glen Cove
516-571-8010/11
www.garviespointmuseum.com

Leeds Pond Preserve
1526 North Plandome Road, 
Plandome Manor
516-627-9400

Massapequa Preserve
516-571-7443

Muttontown Preserve
Muttontown Lane, East 
Norwich
516-571-8500

Norman J. Levy Park and 
Preserve
Merrick Road, Merrick
516-804-2000
toh.li/content/rc/preserves/
levy.html

Oceanside Marine Nature 
Study Area
Oceanside
516-766-1580
www.toh.li/content/rc/
preserves/marine.html

Sands Point Preserve
127 Middle Neck Road, Port 
Washington
516-571-7900

Tackapausha Museum And 
Preserve
On Washington Avenue in 
Seaford between Merrick Road 
and Sunrise Highway
516-571-7443

Tiffany Creek Preserve
45 Sandy Hill Road, Oyster Bay
516-571-8500
Twin Lakes Preserve
Oceanside
516-766-1580

Welwyn Preserve
127 Middel Neck Road, Port 
Washington
516-571-7900

Suffolk County
Belmont Lake State Park
625 Belmont Ave., West 
Babylon
631-667-5055; Babylon Riding 
Center 631-587-7778

Captree State Park
Robert Moses Causeway, 
Babylon
631-669-0449

Cold Spring Harbor State 
Park
25 Lloyd Harbor Road, 
Huntington
631-423-1770

Robert Moses State Park
Robert Moses Causeway, 
Babylon
631-669-0449

Long Island National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex
Shirley
631-286-0485
www.fws.gov/northeast/
longislandrefuges/

Mashomack Preserve
47 S. Ferry Road, Shelter 
Island
631-749-1001

Orient Point County Park
End of Route 25 near the 
Orient Point ferry, Orient
631-854-4949

CAMPING
Battle Row Campground
Claremont Road, Old Bethpage
516-572-8690
http://www.licamping.com/
camps/battle.htm

Eugene Nickerson Beach 
Park Campground
Lido Boulevard, Lido Beach
516-571-7700

Fire Island National 
Seashore Campground
120 Laurel St., Patchogue
631-289-4810

Smith Point County Park 
Campground
Fire Island, Shirley
631-852-1313
www.suffolkcountyny.gov

West Hills County Park 
Campground
Huntington
631-854-4423
www.suffolkcountyny.gov

BEACHES
Sailors Haven Beach
Fire Island National Seashore
631-597-6171 (seasonal)
www.nps.gov/fi is

Watch Hill Beach
Fire Island National Seashore
631-597-3109
www.watchhillfi .com/

Jones Beach State Park
Ocean Parkway, Babylon
516-785-1600

Gov. Alfred E. Smith/Sunken 
Meadow State Park
Route 25 and Sunken Meadow 
Parkway, Kings Park
631-269-4333
www.nysparks.com

Heckscher State Park
Heckscher Parkway Field 1, 
East Islip
631-668-2554
www.nysparks.com

Hither Hills State Park
50 S. Fairview Ave., Montauk
631-668-2554
www.nysparks.com
Orient Beach State Park
Route 25, Orient
631-323-2440
www.nysparks.com

Robert Moses State Park
Robert Moses Causeway, Fire 
Island
631-669-0449
www.nysparks.com

Wild Wood State Park
Hulse Landing Road, Wading 
River
631-929-4314; 1-800-456-CAMP 
for camp reservations
www.nysparks.com

Eugene Nickerson Beach
Lido Boulevard, Lido Beach
516-571-7724

Hempstead Harbor Beach 
Park
Hempstead Harbor County 
Park, Port Washington
516-571-7930
 
Smith Point County Park
Fire Island, Shirley
631-852-1313
www.suffolkcountyny.gov

Hewlett Point Park
130 Hewlett Point Ave., East 
Rockaway
516-599-4064

Lido Beach
630 Lido Blvd.
516-431-6650

Point Lookout
12 Lido Blvd., Point Lookout
516-431-4270

Sands Picnic Beach
710 Lido Blvd, Lido Beach
516-431-3900

Bar Beach Park
802 West Shore Road, Port 
Washington
516-767-4625

Centre Island Beaches
Centre Island Beach 
Villagepark, Bayville
516-624-6124

Charles E. Ransom Beach
Bayville Avenue, Bayville
516-624-6160

Cedar Beach
Ocean Parkway, Babylon
631-451-6100

Corey Beach
Corey Avenue, Blue Point
631-451-6100

Davis Park
Fire Island
631-451-6100

Lake Ronkonkoma Beach
Shore Road, Lake Ronkonkoma
631-451-6100

Sandspit Beach
Brightwood Street, Patchogue
631-451-TOWN
www.brookhaven.org

Shirley Beach
Grandview Drive, Shirley
631-281-5566

Shoreham Beach
North Country Road, 
Shoreham
631-744-1772

Stony Brook Beach
Sand Street, Stony Brook
631-751-3840

West Meadow Beach
West Meadow Beach Road, 
East Setauket
631-751-3193

 

Asharoken Beach
Asharoken
631-261-7574

Centerport Beach
220 Little Neck Road, 
Centerport
631-261-7574

Crab Meadow Beach
Off Waterside Avenue, 
Northport
631-261-7574

Crescent Beach
Crescent Beach Road, Glen Cove
516-676-3766

Fleets Cove Beach
Fleets Cove Road, Centerport
631-261-7574

Gold Star Battalion Beach
West Shore Road, Huntington
631-261-7574

Hobart Beach
Asharoken Avenue, Eatons Neck
631-261-7574

West Neck Beach
West Neck Road, Lloyd Harbor
631-261-7574

Atlantique Beach and Marina
Atlantic Avenue, Fire Island
631-583-8610

Iron Pier Beach
Pier Avenue, Aquebogue
631-727-5744
http://riverheadli.com/
beaches.html

Reeves Park Beach
Off Park Road, Riverhead
631-727-5744
http://riverheadli.com/
beaches.html

South Jamesport Beach
Off Peconic Bay Boulevard, 
Jamesport
631-727-5744
http://riverheadli.com/
beaches.html

Wading River Beach
End of Creek Road, Wading 
River
631-727-5744
http://riverheadli.com/
beaches.html

DIVING
Broadway Divers
490 Sunrise Hwy., Rockville 
Centre
516-872-4571
www.swimandscuba.com

Dive Club
P.O. Box 96, West Islip
631-979-1186
www.thediveclub.com

Long Island Divers Association
P.O. Box 32, Nesconset
631-327-8924
www.lidaonline.com

Tiedemann’s Diving Center
5 Gardiners Ave., Levittown
516-796-6560
www.tdconline.com

Seahunt Divers Team
516-398-2838
www.kirbyscorner.net
seahuntdivers@aol.com

Diving Sites
Bay Park
First Avenue, East Rockaway
516-571-7245
www.nassaucountyny.gov/

Garvies Point Museum and 
Preserve
50 Barry Drive, Glen Cove
516-571-8010
www.nassaucountyny.gov/

Hempstead Harbor Beach Park
West Shore Road, Port 
Washington
www.nassaucountyny.gov/

GOLF
Glen Cove Golf Course
Lattingtown Road, Glen Cove
516-676-0550

Bay Park Golf Course
1 1st Ave., East Rockaway
516-571-7242

Eisenhower Park Golf Course
Hempstead Turnpike and Park 
Boulevard, East Meadow
516-572-0348
Lido Golf Course
255 Lido Blvd., Lido Beach
516-889-8181
www.lidogolf.com

Merrick Road Park Golf Course
2550 Clubhouse Road, Merrick
516-868-4650

North Woodmere Golf Course
750 Hungry Harbor Road, Valley 
Stream
516-571-7814

Christopher Morley Park Golf 
Course
500 Searingtown Road, Roslyn
516-571-8120
www.nassaucountyny.gov/

Harbor Links Golf Course
1 Fairway Drive, Port Washington
516-767-4816
www.harborlinks.com

Bethpage State Park Golf 
Course
99 Quaker Meetinghouse Road, 
Farmingdale
516-249-0700
Cantiague Park Golf Course
Cantiague Park, Hicksville
516-571-7061

Town of Oyster Bay Golf 
Course
1 South Woods Road, Woodbury
516-677-5980

Bergen Point Country Club
69 Bergen Ave., Babylon
631-661-8282
www.suffolkcountyny.gov

Colonial Springs Golf Course
1 Long Island Ave., Farmingdale
631-643-1050

Sumpwams Creek Golf Course
75 Cedar St., Babylon
631-669-2340

Brookhaven Heatherwood 
Golf Club
303 Arrowhead Lane, South 
Setauket
631-473-9000

Links at Shirley
333 William Floyd Pkwy., Shirley
631-395-7272
www.linksatshirley.com

Middle Island Country Club
275 Middle Island-Yaphank 
Road, Middle Island
631-924-3000
www.middleislandcc.com
golf@middleislandcc.com

Mill Pond Golf Course
300 Mill Road, Medford
631-732-8249
www.golfatmillpond.com
info@golfatmillpond.com

Pine Hills Country Club
2 Country Club Drive, 
Manorville
631-878-7103
www.pinehillsgolfproshop.com

Rock Hill Golf and Country 
Club
105 Clancy Road, Manorville
631-878-2250
www.rockhillgolf.com

Rolling Oaks Country Club
181 Route 25A, Rocky Point
631-744-3200
info@golfrollingoaks.com

Spring Lake Golf Club
30 E. Bartlett Road, Middle 
Island
631-924-5115
www.springlakegolfclub.com

Swan Lake Golf Club
388 River Road, Manorvile
631-369-1818
www. swanlakegolf.com

Tallgrass Country Club
24 Cooper St., Shoreham
631-209-9359
www.golfattallgrass.com/golf/
proto/golfattallgrass/
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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TL Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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CLOSE-UPS
Ready for their

Rego Park program teaches teens video production

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

As the three video 
makers prepared to read 

through their public ser-
vice announcement script, 
they realized they were one 
actor short. 

“I guess I’ll read the 
part of the unknown fe-
male,” Daquan Herring 
said.

So donning a fashion-
able black hat he christened 
the Patty LaBelle, Daquan 
begins his spiel about not 
leaving trash behind in city 
parks during any of the free 
movie nights this summer. 
In this cramped room at the 
Lost Battalion Recreation 
Center, 93-29 Queens Blvd. 
in Rego Park, filled with 
computers, training manu-
als and blank compact discs 
the other film students stop 
working to watch the re-
hearsal.  Daquan and his 
teammates, Evan Jackson 
and Brandan Sandy, jump 
in with their lines as the 
trio huddles around a lap-
top reading the screen. 

“OK, that’s good,” 
Shawn Smith, multi-media 
instructor told the three 
teens. “But you’re going to 
have learn the script. You 
don’t want to be like TV 
newspeople waiting for the 
teleprompter to tell you 
what to say next.”

The PSA, which the 
three teenagers planned to 
shoot last week at a Man-
hattan park, represents 
their final project for this 
year’s Youth Made Media 
program at the City Park’s 
Foundation. This non-profit 
entity, which works along-
side the City Parks Depart-
ment, creates educational, 
recreational and artistic 

programs year-round for 
New York’s children, teens 
and adults. 

“We’re sort of the kiss-
ing cousin of the Parks De-
partment,” Jamie Zelaya, 
director for Youth Made 
Media, said. 

Zelaya started the me-
dia programs about three 
years ago as a way to pro-
vide city teens with what 
he labeled media literacy. 
Although the program in-
cludes instruction in Final 
Cut Pro, Adobe Suite and 
other photographic and vid-
eo programs, it also teaches 
participants the proper way 
to write a resumé, prepare a 

Continued on Page 45

that’s good,”
ith, multi-media

programs year-round for
New York’s children, teens

Evan Jackson (l.) and Daquan Herring review 
their script at the Youth Made Media class at the 
Lost Battalion Recreation Center in Rego Park.  

Photo by Kevin Zimmerman
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44 STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Answers in Sports

I’m back from a couple 
of weeks in Central Europe 
— Prague and Budapest 
and thereabouts — and now 
I’m in a cozy corner of the 
West Village at the Cherry 
Lane Theatre listening to 
Richard Vetere tell some 
of his stories.  

Vetere’s got a lot of 
them — he’s made it to age 
61 and he’s got a lot to tell.  
Mainly he talks about the 
friends he grew up with in 
Queens, a crush or two, a 
guy who kept taking his 
lemon cake, and later on 
some celebrities he had a 

chance to meet.  All under 
the heading of “Love the 
Night.”

Vetere, of course, is 
a celebrity himself, even 
though perhaps you never 
heard of him.  Such is fame!  
To correct that oversight, 
get on Google and see an 
impressive and lengthy list 
of his accomplishments.  A 
playwright, poet, novelist, 
film and TV writer, Vetere 
has earned lots of critical 
recognition and acclaim, 
but he’s still a regular guy 
from Maspeth, now living 
in Flushing.

One of his plays, “The 
Marriage Fool” (also known 
as “Love after Death”), was 
turned into a TV movie.  
Somewhat autobiographi-
cal, Vetere’s character was 
played by John Stamos 

and his father by Walter 

Matthau.  Perhaps his best 

known novel, “The Third 
Miracle,” was adapted as 
a film starring Ed Harris 
and is set in Saint Stanis-
laus in Maspeth.  A Jason 

Alexander vehicle was 
“How to go on a Date in 
Queens” and Vetere’s musi-
cal “Be My Love: The Mario 
Lanza Story” was produced 
by Sonny Grosso  and Phil 

Ramone.
His latest novel, “The 

Writers Afterlife,” comes 
out next year. “The Other 
Colors in a Snow Storm,” 
his new book of poetry, was 
just published, and he’s got 
a play for children called 
“Bird Brain.”  A lifetime 
member of the Writers 
Guild of America, East, 
he also has some teaching 
credits, including a screen-
writing course at Queens 
College.

Flushing writer tackles multiple genres to tell tales
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Queens native Richard Vetere has had success as a playwright, screenplay writer and novelist. Photo 
courtesy Ronald HellmanContinued on Page 46
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cover letter and how to go 
about networking to land 
their next job. 

“It gives them con-
fidence and gives them a 
sense of identity,” Zelaya 
said. “They learn to dis-
cover their own tongues 
and learn to tell their own 
stories.”

Working individually, 
in pairs and small groups, 
the high school students 
were charged with creat-
ing a five- to seven-minute 
video piece that could be a 
documentary, narrative or 
self-portrait — a sort of re-
corded diary with images 
and sound — as long as it 
told a story. 

The Park Depart-
ment’s Green Team, 
which Daquan has vol-
unteered with before, ap-
proached the trio about 
its need for a video promo 
urging moviegoers to keep 
the parks clean after the 
shows. It sent a script over 
to the Youth Made Media 

group along with a set of 
four official Green Team 
T-shirts as wardrobe, then 
the teens got to work. 

“We edited the script 
to a point that we were 
comfortable with it,” 
Daquan said. 

Both Daquan and 
Brandan, who attend 
school at  downtown 
Brooklyn’s Young Adult 
Borough Centers, arrived 
at Youth Made Media with 
video creating experi-
ence. Still others come in 
having never shot a pho-
tograph or made a video. 
The group spends the first 
three months of the pro-
gram immersed in teach-
ing sessions about how 
to compose a shot, how to 
write a script and how to 
use the software to put it 
all together. 

Once January rolls 
around, Zelaya and Smith 
even hire some of the stu-
dents for internships. This 
allows the teens to shadow 
the two men and see for 
themselves what working 

in a creative field entails. 
Of course, Zelaya said, 
what they learn is not lim-
ited to making videos. 

“The media arts is 
integrated into anything 
you could do,” Zelaya said. 
“But it is always used in a 
collaborative effort.”

Daquan, however, ful-
ly expects to use what he 
has learned at Youth Made 
Media in his career. 

“I’m going to be a 
director and editor and 
producer,” Daquan said. 
“And, I’m going to have 
my own talk show and va-
riety show and production 
company.”

For more information 
on Youth Made Media and 
City Park’s Foundation, 
check out cityparksfounda-
tion.org.

News Editor Kev-
in Zimmerman can be 
reached at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at 718-260-4541.

FILM

See it Big! — The Museum of 
the Moving Image presents a 
series celebrating the joys of 
large-scale movie going. It’s a 
chance to discover or revisit 
essential fi lms in their full 
theatrical splendor. This week’s 
screening is Director Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s 2012 feature 
“The Master,” starring Philip 
Seymour-Hoffman, Amy Adams 
and Joaquin Phoenix. 
When: Friday, May 24, 7 pm; and 
Saturday, May 25, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, tickets on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Play This Movie Loud! — Taking 
its name from the title card 
of “The Last Waltz,” Martin 
Scorsese’s 1978 concert fi lm 
of The Band, this Museum Of 
the Moving Image series offers 
musicians in concert fi lms, 
documentaries and narrative 
movies. This week’s fi lms include 
Jimmy Cliff in “The Harder They 
Come,” The Dandy Warhols and 

The Brian Jonestown Massacre in 
“Dig!”, Neil Young in “Greedale” 
and Radiohead in “Meeting 
People is Easy.”
When: “The Harder They 
Come,” Saturday, May 25, 5 pm; 
“Dig!” Sunday, May 26, 2 pm; 
“Greendale,” Sunday, May 26, 
5 pm; and “Meeting People is 
Easy,” Saturday, June 1, 3 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, tickets on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

The Cinema of Immigration: 
“The Wedding Banquet” — 
The Queens Museum of Arts 
fi lm series on the immigration 
experience in the United States 
screens Ang Lee’s 1993 comedy 
about a gay Taiwanese-American 
who tries to fool his visiting 
parents with a fake wedding.
When: Thursday, May 30, 2 pm 
to 5 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/Museum admission 
suggested donation, $4/seniors, 
students and children

Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

DANCE

Natalie Green: I’m building a 
shrine — The Chocolate Factory 
ends its spring 2013 season with 
a new performance created 
by Natalie Green. Green’s fi rst 
evening-length dance is meant 
to be experienced as a dream 
although it is grounded by 
earthly motivations. 
When: Wednesday, May 29, to 
Saturday, June 1, 8 pm
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Call the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

Continued from Page 43

VIDEO PRODUCTIONTHE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

154–11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Join Us Memorial Day Weekend 
for Your Favorites

We will be Open Memorial Day Monday

Live Piano 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings

Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available

The Deck is Now Open!
Enjoy Lunch, Dinner & 

Sunday Brunch on the Deck

(718) 767-3100
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26.  Type of  note

27.  Venomous snakes

28.  Bob Marley back-up

29.  Look up to

30.  Hustles

33.  Sot's sound

34.  Chick's sound

35.  Frequently, in verse

37.  Jaguar juice

38.  Pie and pudding, e.g.

40.  Ford models

43.  Social strata

44.  Energizes

46.  Troop grp.

47.  Runner's ailment

49.  Eons

51.  Legal intro

52.  Winter blanket?

53.  Venomous snake

54.  Island ring?

55.  Back talk

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

May 24-30, 2013

By Pete Canty 

Going Green

Across

1.  Fiesta fare

6.  "___ be my pleasure!"

9.  Increase

14.  Rumble

15.  Revolutionary leader

16.  Liqueur flavor

17.  Part of  an act?

18.  Green drink

20.  Search party

21.  Hilo hellos

22.  Arctic bird

23.  Dashed

24.  Taj Mahal city

28.  Distort

30.  Mongrels

31.  Small fastener

32.  Pop-ups, e.g.

33.  ___ d'oeuvre

34.  Germany neighbor

36.  John Lennon classic

38.  Goalie's gig

39.  Fragrant flowers

40.  Yard component

41.  Easter preceder?

42.  Baseball stats

43.  Brink

44.  Workout sites

45.  Start over

46.  Low voice

47.  Trigonometry abbr.

48.  Famed TV collie

50.  Easy wins

53.  Green animal

56.  From the East

57.  Left Bank locale

58.  Suffix with persist

59.  D.C. subway

60.  Voice, slangily

61.  27-Down or 53- 

 Down sound

62.  "I don't buy it"

Down

1.  Recipe amt.

2.  Big oil company

3.  Green appetizer

4.  Confesses (to)

5.  Polished

6.  Childish

7.  Some sewers

8.  Blood driver visitors

9.  Indian royal

10.  Worthless

11.  Zero to a soccer buff

12.  Expend

13.  Type of  band

19.  Everyday article

25.  Green apple

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

VENT YOUR ANGER
S M I T L I S A D A R T S
H O R A A L E S A B B O T
I D O S B L A S T B S P S
V E N T U R E M O N E Y
A M O E B A R A S K S U
H S N O D D I T Y B I E R

R A O U L S A T A N
V E N T R I L O Q U I S T

L A N A S A D U L T
O N E S U P T O I T F T D
L E S G P A N A I L E R

J E S S E V E N T U R A
A R S O N S A I L A T E M
L E A S T E C C L L I S A
L O W E S S H E A Y E A S

The guy keeps busy.  
As an explanation of 

his prolific output, Vet-
ere says: “Growing up in 
Queens gave me a safe dis-
tance away from the turbu-
lence and impersonal world 
of Manhattan, allowing 
me the quiet to write.” But 
maybe it’s what his long-
time buddy Israel Horo-

vitz said: “Vetere is a man 
with a writer’s soul.”

“Blood Brothers”, the 

Astoria Performing Arts 
Center’s latest musical, 
playing to sold-out audi-
ences, has been extended 
for another week. If you’re 
lucky, you might still get 
a ticket for Friday or Sat-
urday.  It’s Memorial Day 
weekend, which means 
the Parkside Players (For-
est Hills) runs its spring 
production.  This one’s a 
comedy called “Peterpat,” 
directed by the multi-
talented Kevin Schwab, 
and performs weekends 
through June 1.

Over in Sunnyside, 
Thalia Spanish Theatre  

(718-729-3880) has the bilin-
gual world premiere of “tu 
arma secreta contra la Ce-
lulitis Rebelde” — for you 
Anglos that’s translated 
as “secret weapons of Fat 
Destruction” (which, by 
the way, is the “F” word I 
never use).  Billed as a “pro-
vocative comedy,” it plays 
through June 23.  And for a 
special treat, Thalia’s 19th 
annual free celebration of 
Hispanic music and dance 
takes place on Sunday, 
June 2 and 9, in Thomson 
Hill Park. 

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu. 

Continued from Page 44

Vetere

PRODUCTIONS

“Blood Brothers” — Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
presents the Tony-nominated 
and Olivier Award-winning 
musical that tells the tragic tale 
of fraternal twins separated at 
birth, who grow up in different 
situations but still become best 
friends. But, when they fall in 
love with the same girl, their 
friendship is tested and their 
fates sealed. 
When: Friday, May 24, 8 pm; 
and Saturday, May 25, 2 pm and 
8 pm; 
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/student 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 
original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” which tells the story 
of a lovable rogue on a mission 
to fi nd his runaway parrot; and 
“Dotty Dot!”, a day in the life 
of a very bossy 12-year-old and 
her friends as they try to put 
on a play.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturdays: May 25, June 8, 
June 22, July 6, 11 am; “Pirate 
Pete’s Parrot,” Saturdays: May 
25, June 8, June 22, July 6, 2 
pm; and “Dotty Dot!” Saturdays: 
June 1, June 29, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 

$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Peterpat” — Parkside Players 
presents this comedy by Enid 
Rudd about 10 years in the life 
of Peter, a struggling writer, 
and Pat, his pregnant girlfriend.  
When: May 24 to May 26, and 
May 31 to June 1
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Romeo & Juliet” — Director 
Laura Archer’s twist on the 
classic Shakespeare tragedy 
places the action of the two 
feuding families in rural 
America in the 1930s. 
When: Friday, May 24, 8 pm; 
Saturday, May 25, 8 pm; and 
Sunday, May 26, 3 pm and 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Secret Weapons of Fat 
Destruction” — Thalia 
Spanish Theatre presents the 
bilingual world premiere of 
a comedy by controversial 
Spanish playwright Inigo 
Ramirez de Haro. Witness the 
complications of the fl esh as an 
unconventional writer/director 
involves his audience in 
creating a new kind of theater 
entertainment. 
When: Fridays at 8 pm and 

Saturdays at 3 pm, performed 
in English; and Saturdays at 
8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm, 
performed in Spanish, through 
Sunday, June 23
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $25, $22/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

The 2013 Unchained Theatre 
Festival — Variations Theatre 
Group presents the third 
annual festival of new works. 
During the three-week event, 
each show will receive four 
showings. Audiences and 
judges will select fi nalists to 
receive a fi fth show to compete 
for awards. 
When: June 5 through June 22
Where: The Chain Theatre, 
Cost: $15, $18/fi nalist 
performance
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com for 
festival schedule

“If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie & Other Story Books” 
— A family musical revue for 
children K-5 based on the 
popular children’s books “If 
You Give a Mouse a Cookie,” 
“Borreguita and the Coyote,” 
“Imogene’s Antlers” and others. 
When: Sunday, June 2, 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“Seussical Jr.” — P.S. 31 
the Bayside School presents 
its production of the recent 

Broadway musical “Seussical 
Jr.” 
When: Wednesday, June 12 and 
Thursday, June 13, 7 pm
Where: P.S. 31 Theatre, 211-45 
46th Road, Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718)423-8288

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 

exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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47Rockaways fi lm follows autistic teen’s subway journey

‘Stand Clear of the Closing Door,’ screened at Tribeca, is completed during Hurricane Sandy’s landfall

BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

In New York, we often 
attend the cinema to escape 
the deep belly of the subway, 
the stress and strain that 
city living induces, so when 
I went to see “Stand Clear of 
the Closing Doors,” at Tribe-
ca Film Festival, I wasn’t 
sure if I’d run out of oxygen. 

The film, directed by 
Sam Fleischner, was shot 
in the Rockaways, partially 
during the daunting Hur-
ricane Sandy, and features 
Ricky (Jesus Sanchez-
Valez), an autistic high 
school student who is un-
der constant surveillance 
by his mother, Mariana 
(Andrea Suarez Paz), and 
sister Carla (Azul Zorrilla). 
Fearing Mariana’s wrath 
for skipping class, Ricky 
takes off for the subway, 
and what follows reflects 
the unpredictable nature of 

New York life.
Shots panning the 

sweaty interior of subway 
cars grow tired all too 
quickly; the fluorescent 
lighting, the all-too recog-
nizable advertisements, 
slow caresses of unique 
attire, oddballs and B-boy 
dancers. For someone who 
has never been here, the re-
alist approach would work 
quite well, providing them 
with a taste as to what to 
expect. New Yorkers, on 
the other hand, can’t wait 
for an exterior shot. 

However, Fleischner 
succeeds in that his creep-
ing pace works perfectly 
for the narrative. We never 
know what time it is, but 
it begins to feel as though 
Ricky has been on the train 
since the dawn of time, and 
we start to worry, like his 
mother, if he will ever re-
turn home. This approach 

is reminiscent of Chris 
Kentis’ slow burning “Open 
Water,” where we are con-
stantly teased with shots of 
playful patrons on land.

Writers Rose Lich-
ter-Marck and Micah 

Bloomberg have authored 
a truthful script, and one 
that highlights class con-
flict with a twinge of hu-
mor. Mariana works as a 
housekeeper for a wealthy 
young man, and we can’t 

help but release fragments 
of frustrated laughter when 
he asks her to pick up fruit 
for his juice cleanse, or to 
stop vacuuming because 
he’s trying to focus. There’s 
one way to put upper-mid-

dle class problems into 
perspective. We ache for 
Mariana, and Suarez Paz’s 
flawless performance only 
increases our anxiety. 

But we are able to re-
late to and side with each 
character. Mariana needs 
to balance family and work, 
Carla is just trying to en-
joy her youth, and Ricky, 
of course, needs time on 
his own. Seeing the world 
through Ricky’s eyes is 
quite beautiful, and the 
film reminds us that beauty 
can often be found in differ-
ences. Viewers will appreci-
ate this, but probably more 
likely if they are fans of the 
approaches of a more pon-
derous neo-realist genre. 

For more information 
and to locate New York 
screenings of “Stand Clear 
of the Closing Doors,” check 
out www.standclearclosing-
doors.com. 

Actor Jesus Sanchez as Ricky spends much of the film riding the subway in “Stand Clear of the Closing 
Doors.”  Photo courtesy m ss ng p eces/See Think Films

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES
BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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LATE PAGE

STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 24 COMING SOON to app
STORES worldwide

F E A T U R I N G  O R I G I N A L  S O N G  ‘RISE UP’  b y  Beyoncé

       
“THE MOST EPIC
ANIMATED FILM

 OF THE SUMMER!”
KYLIE ERICA MAR, MADE IN HOLLYWOOD

BILL BREGOLI, CBS RADIO NEWS

“AN EXCITING ORIGINAL EYE-POPPING ADVENTURE.”

PETE HAMMOND, MOVIELINE

“EXTRAORDINARY! A MAGICAL AND WONDROUS
    MOVIE EXPERIENCE FOR EVERYONE.”

 DAN SARTO, ANIMATION WORLD NETWORK

“A BEAUTIFUL AND BREATHTAKING PIECE OF
  ANIMATION MAGIC!”

“�����”
NEWSDAY KIDSDAY
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York is the most unequal 
economy in the country 
and is one of the top two 
high cost-of-living cities 
in the United States,” he 
said.

Other airports, how-
ever, have been able to 
enact policies requiring 
airlines to pay workers liv-
ing wages.

Sonn said the differ-
ence is those airports are 
usually controlled by local 
municipalities, whereas 

the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey is 
controlled by two state 
governors.

“The Port Authority is 
more insulated from grass-
roots pressure because it’s 
controlled by the two gov-
ernors,” he said. “If it was 
controlled by New York 
City, I think it would have 
had a living-wage policy 
enacted a while ago.”

The Port Author-
ity did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

State Sen. James 
Sanders (D-Jamaica) and 
City Councilmen Leroy 

Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) supported the 
workers’ efforts.

“The airlines play this 
cat-and-mouse game and 
say you need to speak to 
the Port Authority,” Rich-
ards said. “It’s baloney.”

A Delta spokeswoman 
declined to comment, say-
ing it would be inappropri-
ate as the workers are not 
Delta employees.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

said they were pursuing 
leads that may relate to 
gang member activity, the 
NYPD said.

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly described the 
suspect as a man wearing a 
black sweater between the 
ages of 18 and 25. He also 
said D’aja was not likely 
the intended target in the 
shooting.

At the scene, officers 
recovered nine .40-caliber 
shell casings on the ground 
outside the bus D’aja was 
aboard, the NYPD said. No 
arrests had been made and 
the investigation was ongo-
ing as of early Wednesday 
evening.

Days after D’aja’s 
death, the 113th Precinct 
Community Council an-
nounced a $22,000 reward 
for any information lead-
ing to the arrest and indict-
ment of those responsible.

A makeshift memorial 
was resurrected at the Q6 
bus stop where D’aja was 
killed with an outpouring 
of messages, candles, flow-
ers, balloons and a stuffed 
dog.

“D’aja, Mommy loves 
you 4ever,” read one of the 
messages with the girl’s 
birthday and date of her 
death written underneath.

Friends there remem-
bered Asia as an upbeat 
and outgoing girl who loved 
to dance.

Chris Jones, 20, de-
scribed D’aja as a girl with 
a stand-out personality who 
adored R&B music.

“I just put a candle,” 
Jones said. “I just think 
something has to change 
over here. Every day there 
is a new shooting.”

The girl’s tragic 
and untimely death also 
spurred reactions from 
throughout the city. City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) and 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) went to the 
scene of the crime Tuesday 
alongside neighbors and 
family members, includ-
ing D’aja’s mother, Shadia 
Sands, for a vigil and rally 
to curb gun violence in 
New York.

“That a 14-year-old 
girl was shot to death for 
no other reason than hav-
ing the misfortune of be-
ing in the wrong place at 
the wrong time is outrage 

enough,” Quinn and Wills 
said in a joint statement. 
“But even more outrageous 
is knowing that the pain 
D’aja’s family feels is all 
too common, and that until 
Congress strengthens our 
nation’s gun control laws, 
more families will suffer 
the injustice of losing a 
child to gun violence.”

Less than 24 hours af-
ter D’aja’s death, a relative 
of Kevin Miller, a 13-year-
old Jamaica boy who was 
shot and killed in 2009 af-
ter being caught in a gang-
related crossfire, visited 
the girl’s family to offer her 
condolences.

“There is really noth-
ing you can say at a time 
like this,” the relative said. 
“I just wanted to be there 
for them.”

Kevin, who went to the 
same school as D’aja at the 
Campus Magnet Complex 
in Cambria Heights, was 
walking home after going 
for a snack at McDonald’s 
when two nearby Queens 
Crips members initiated 
a gang shootout with ri-
val Bloods gang members, 
Queens  District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

Gang members Greg-
ory Calas, 21, and 19-year-
old Nnonso Ekwegbalu 
were sentenced to 50 years 
in prison in February.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Shooting

Continued from Page 2 

Runway

The NYPD Crime Service Unit investigates the scene in South Jamaica where a 14-year-old girl was 
shot and killed while sitting on a Q6 bus. Photo by Richard York

BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) kicked 
off his campaign for re-
election last week when the 
lawmaker officially opened 
his downtown headquar-
ters.

“I promise that I will 
do my best to serve my com-
munity,” Koo told a 
crowd gathered at 
his campaign of-
fice within Flush-
ing Mall, located at 133-31 
39th Ave. “It is the most im-
portant thing.”

Koo said he hopes to 
tackle a number of quality-
of-life issues for Flushing 
constituents if he is elected 
for a second term, includ-
ing pedestrian safety — a 
constant problem in the 
crowded downtown corri-
dor, where cars and walk-
ers clog the streets and 
sidewalks.

He will be facing Ever-
green Chou, a Green Party 
Candidate who often cam-

paigns on expanding Medi-
care to all citizens of the 
country. 

Republican Sunny 
Hahn, who along with Chou 
ran in a crowded race to re-
place the state Assembly 
seat vacated by U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside) 
last year, is also hoping to 
topple Koo in a general elec-

tion this November. 
Hahn has said she 
wants to preserve 
and highlight the 

cultural gems of Flushing 
to draw more visitors to the 
bustling neighborhood and 
grow the economy.

Koo said at his head-
quarters that he is taking 
all challenges seriously.

“We are prepared for 
a challenger,” he said. “We 
are ready.”

The small business 
owner is chairman of Wa-
terfronts Committee and 
sits on the Aging Land Use, 
Oversight & Investigations, 
Small Business, Transpor-
tation and Youth Services 

committees.
According to campaign 

adviser James McClelland, 
Koo has a long record of 
service to the community 
behind him.

The lawmaker has 
worked to improve trans-
portation in the neighbor-
hood by conducting pothole 
surveys and working with 
the city Department of 
Transportation to draw up 
a traffic plan, and has been 
involved in numerous cul-
tural events in the diverse 
district. He also helped set 
up the Downtown Flushing 
Task Force and has worked 
with police to remove ca-
sino tourist buses off down-
town streets.

Koo, who was endorsed 
by the Queens Democratic 
Party, has also doled out 
more than $11 million in 
capital funds to the dis-
trict, directing money to 
25 schools, a security sys-
tem for the Bland Houses, 
the beautification of Union 
Street and the Queens Li-
brary, among other proj-
ects, according to McClel-
land.

Koo was a Republican 
for years before switching 
to the Democratic Party in 
early 2012. 

The councilman has 
been a co-sponsor on nu-
merous pieces of transpor-
tation legislation, accord-
ing to McClelland.

Koo opens election base 
in downtown Flushing

D’AJA ROBINSON

City Councilman Peter Koo (c.) stands with supporters in his cam-
paign office. Photo by Joe Anuta
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critical challenges by doing 
what is right, whether or 
not it is popular.”

The ceremony also 

honored Suzanne Halpin, 
executive vice president of 
Rubenstein Communica-
tions, with an honorary 
doctor of letters for her ca-
reer in public relations.

One day earlier, the 
Vincentian college held a 
smaller Staten Island com-

mencement ceremony as 
well for about 300 grads, 
offering an honorary doc-
tor of humane letters to St. 
John’s the Rev. Patrick Grif-
fin and an honorary doctor 
of laws to FDNY Commis-
sioner Sal Cassano for his 
service during Sandy.

ber needed to avoid a sec-
ond round of voting.

But now that he is of-
ficially in the running, 
Weiner might be viewed as 
a strong contender since he 
has close to $4.5 million in 
his campaign war chest, 
according to the city Cam-
paign Finance Board. He 
was considered a strong 

possible contender for City 
Hall before the Twitter epi-
sode erupted.

Weiner’s viral re-
emergence also featured 
his wife, Huma Abedin, as 
well as his infant son. The 
video closes with Abedin, 
a former aide to Hillary 
Clinton, sitting with her 
husband on a stoop and say-
ing, “We love this city, and 
no one will work harder 
to make it better than An-
thony.”

The former congress-

man launched a new Twit-
ter handle last month, @an-
thonyweiner, and tweeted a 
link to a pamphlet outlin-
ing his “Keys to the City” 
with “64 Ideas to Keep New 
York the Capital of the Mid-
dle Class.”

He refers to that pam-
phlet in his campaign vid-
eo, stating “New York City 
should be the middle-class 
capital of the world and I’ve 
got some ideas on how to do 
it — 64 of them.”

objects. It also includes ar-
tifacts representing every 
major film and television 
production in which Hen-
son played a key creative 
role.

The Henson gallery 
and exhibition are the sig-
nature components of the 
museum’s 25th anniversary 
campaign, for which $6 mil-
lion out of a $10 million goal 
has already been raised.

Henson died of pneu-
monia May 16, 1990, at the 
age of 53.

Cheryl Henson said her 

mother died last month.
As the mayor spoke, 

Miss Piggy, one of the stron-
ger personalities among 
the Muppets, suddenly ap-
peared at the lectern to ex-
change bon mots with Hiz-
zoner, who struggled in an 
effort to persuade her that 
the ceremony was not ex-
clusively in her honor.

The mayor exchanged 
good-natured jibes with 
Miss Piggy and at one 
point, addressing the audi-
ence, he said, “You should 
know that Miss Piggy and I 
go back a long way. We even 
acted together in ‘A Mup-
pets Christmas: Letters to 
Santa.’”

“Yes. You were won-
derful,” said Miss Piggy.

“Almost life-like.”
Cheryl, speaking of 

her mother, Jane, who died 
last month, said, “She loved 
the Muppet characters as 
though they were part of 
her own family. It was her 
dream to have these dear 
friends find a good home 
where they could be seen 
and enjoyed and where 
new audiences could learn 
about the many facets of my 
father’s work.”

The new wing at the 
museum will cost $5 mil-
lion, with the city coming 
up with half the cost.

cels in the area,  in anticipa-
tion of kicking off the proj-
ect next year, meaning that 
the tenants’ landlord is the 
city Department of Housing 
and Presevation.

“[The city] has got to 
fix this. It was not built 
yesterday,” said Ahmad 
Azatullah, whose cousin 
owns one of the shops.

But according to Hous-
ing Preservation, because 
the shops are commercial 
businesses, the onus is on 
the tenants to make the re-
pairs.

Buildings said the only 
motivation behind the shut-

down was a simple case of 
the tenants not filing the 
proper permits. Inspectors 
also shut down a set of busi-
nesses across the street. 

They, too, had an or-
der to vacate put on their 
property, citing perilous 
conditions, but it was an 
order from 2009 that was 
enforced Friday.

“If we are doing any-
thing illegal, let us know. 
We have families to feed,” 
said Akram Mohibi, who 
owns Discount Muffler.

Buildings said that 
Mohibi’s shop was built 
without proper structural 
reinforcements and needed 
to be remedied.

Several properties in 
Willets Point have orders 

to vacate, according to 
Buidlings records. In fact, 
another property on the 
same block as Abdul’s had 
an order to vacate from 
2009, but was not shut down 
Friday.

Several days later, a 
group of the business own-
ers reached out to City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst), 
who is working with the 
city to address the viola-
tions.

Aguirre hoped they 
could reopen within a 
week, but a spokeswoman 
for the councilwoman said 
it was not clear how soon 
the violations could be rem-
edied.

ows Park,” Garber told the 
Associated Press at the 
time. “There is no Plan B.”

But the MLS commis-
sioner was informed some-
time after making the com-
ment that the new team, 
which is now taking the 
lead on the stadium search, 
would consider other loca-
tions. 

“MLS is no longer 
leading the effort with the 
stadium project,” Garber 
said this week, adding the 
league has also dropped its 
pursuit of a land-use appli-
cation to site the stadium in 
the park, he said.

New York City Foot-
ball Club knew its decision 
would anger the city admin-
istration, since the mayor 
and a team of high-ranking 
city officials poured sig-
nificant resources into the 
park stadium plan, con-
sidered by many to be a 
Bloomberg legacy project, 
TimesLedger has learned.

But even if the team 
were to forge ahead with 
the Flushing Meadows site, 
it would face many obsta-
cles.

In MLS’s original 
plan, parking would need 
to be provided at Citi Field 
through an agreement with 
the New York Mets.

The league was never 
able to come to an agree-
ment with the Wilpons, 
Garber said Wednesday. 
And now MLS has handed 
the reins to a team that in-
cludes the Amazin’s cross-

town rivals, the Yankees, 
making talks more compli-
cated.

The team would also 
have to go through a com-
plex permitting process, 
since the city, the state and 
the federal government 
would all have to sign off 
on construction and leas-
ing of this particular piece 
of parkland.

But the commissioner 
was confident negotia-
tions with communities in 
Queens and elsewhere will 
go much more smoothly 
now that a team has been 
announced. 

According to the docu-
ments, the club plans to 
thank and reach out to com-
munity groups in Queens 
and may offer to refurbish 
soccer fields in the Flush-
ing Meadows near the pro-
posed stadium site even 
thought he stadium may 
never be built.

The documents seen by 
TimesLedger suggest the 
team is putting far more 
distance between itself and 
the stadium than Ferran 
Soriano, chief executive 
officer of Manchester City 
Football Club, and Randy 
Levine, president of the 
Yankees, have said at two 
news conferences.

“In considering any 
stadium site, we will listen 
first. This is what we have 
always done in Manchester 
and what we will do in New 
York. Only in this way, can 
the club truly represent 
the city whose name it will 
carry,” Soriano said in a 
statement released earlier 
this week.

In a separate document 
supplied to TimesLedger in 
February, the MLS said it 
had investigated 24 poten-
tial sites throughout the 
city for a stadium, long be-
fore announcing New York 
City Football Club.

The exact sites are not 
listed but a map indicates 
MLS eyed a site near the 
Aqueduct Racino in South 
Ozone Park, a spot near the 
Jamaica Long Island Rail 
Road station, a site in Hal-
lets Cove in Astoria, and a 
location in the Forest Hills 
area, near a large swath of 
property owned by the De-
partment of Citywide Ad-
ministrative Services.

The map also shows 
three locations in and 
around Flushing Meadows: 
one where the current foot-
print is proposed, another 
at Willets Point and a third 
near either the parking lot 
of the Mets’ Citi Field or a 
nearby rail yard operated 
by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority. 

Sites along the Brook-
lyn waterfront, in the Bronx 
and in western Manhattan 
were also examined.

The idea New York 
City Football Club may not 
want to build a stadium 
in Flushing Meadows was 
good news for advocacy 
groups.

“We are happy and re-
lieved, but we have to make 
sure nothing comes in its 
place,” said Paul Graziano, 
of Save Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, a group op-
posed to private develop-
ment in the green space. 

Continued from Page 5 
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Onlookers followed 
Melikian throughout the 
church’s main room, filled 
with rows of wooden pews, 
and up the stairs to a large 
gallery overlooking the 
Gothic Revival building 
made of granite with a 
brownstone trim. On that 
second floor, visitors were 
able to take turns ringing 
the historic bell by yanking 
on a long piece of rope dan-
gling from the ceiling.

Joining Melikian was 
preservationist Jonathan 
Taylor, who was helping 
the church secure a spot 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Brook-

lyn native told stories of 
Newtown Village, the orig-
inal settlement to inhabit 
the Elmhurst area now oc-
cupied by storefronts and 
apartment complexes.

He said throughout his-
tory, the northeast Queens 
building served as a school, 
courthouse, town hall and 
headquarters for villagers 
to hold important discus-
sions about the church and 
even government.

“At that time, all mat-
ters came through this 
church,” Taylor said. 
“There is an amazing his-
torical continuity here and 
the building is architectur-
ally noteworthy, too.”

The First Presbyte-
rian Church of Newtown 
was founded in 1652 by ear-

ly English settlers, but its 
Elmhurst home is its fifth 
building since the congre-
gation was established, 
Taylor said.

The church, built in 
1895, showcases stained 
glass windows made by 
British craftsmen Sellers & 
Ashley and used to reside a 
half block over before being 
moved for the construction 
of Queens Boulevard in the 
1920s.

Also participating in 
the weekend’s historic open 
house event was Ridge-
wood’s St. Matthias Ro-
man Catholic Church, at 
58-15 Catalpa Ave., showing 
off its cathedral, rectory, 
school and convent, the 
Landmarks Conservancy 
said.

Continued from Page 5 

Church
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Mariana Pastrana 
took the job nobody want-
ed when she volunteered 
to become the goalkeeper 
two years ago after Forest 
Hills started its girls’ la-
crosse program. It couldn’t 
have worked out better for 
her and the team.

“She took it,” senior 
attack Celeste Roman said. 
“She sucked it up and she 
was like, ‘I’ll be goalie,’ 
and she was amazing.”

Pastrana was the dif-
ference in a No. 1-seeded 
Rangers 8-3 win over No. 
2 Brooklyn Tech to help 
win the program’s first 
PSAL Bowl Division girls’ 
lacrosse title at Aviator 
Sports Complex Sunday. 
The team was a develop-

mental program last sea-
son.

The senior made eight 
saves, including three at 
point-blank range. She 
shut out Brooklyn Tech 
in the first half, thanks 
to five saves and Forest 
Hills (17-1) built a 4-0 lead. 
She said she learned from 
having to make 20 saves to 
beat the Engineers (14-4) 
5-4 in the team’s regular 
season finale May 7.

“I usually never have 
to save as many for a game, 
but I knew [Tech] was go-
ing to be on my side the 
whole time. I was ready for 
it,” Pastrana said.

The sprite-like keep-
er’s stature doesn’t exactly 
make her a physically im-
posing force in the net. 
Forest Hills Coach Natalie 

Shimizu said people un-
derestimate her because of 
it. Pastrana garnered the 
name Lady Bug for the red 
helmet she wore through 
the season. Her team-
mates chanted it after it 
was announced she was 
the game’s most valuable 
player.

“She’s been amazing 
ever since last year,” Shi-
mizu said. “She’s one of 
the best athletes.”

The Rangers got bal-
anced scoring as Natalia 
Ballester, Alexa Criollo 
and Roman scored two 
goals a piece. Manuela Gar-
cia and Jennifer Acevedo 
each added a goal. Roman 
had the two biggest scores 
of the game by tallying the 
first and fourth goals in 
the first half.

“I saw the opportunity 
and I took it,” she said. “I 
beamed the lacrosse ball 
in [the net]. Just to get that 
[first] goal.”

Shimizu, also the 
school’s JV girls’ volley-
ball coach, said how proud 
she was of the strides the 
teams made over the last 
two years. None of them 
knew anything about the 
sport when they started. 
No one expected Forest 
Hills would accomplish so 
much this quickly.

“I never expected this 
to happen,” Pastrana said. 
“I knew we were a decent 
team, a strong team, but 
I never imagined we’d be 
champions.”

Rangers win fi rst lax crown
Pastrana’s big saves in the net helps Forest Hills score victory

American Studies 
tops Dozo for title

BY ELIO VELEZ
 

Academy of American 
Studies’ Conrad Zajkowski 
knew expectations would 
be higher coming into this 
season for the defending 
PSAL volleyball champi-
ons.

Zajkowski was a key 
starter last year as the 
small Long Island City 
school captured its first 
city title. The 2013 cam-
paign was going to be a 
different test with the Ea-
gles having to keep their 
cool as the hunted team 
throughout their travels.

“We weren’t the un-
derdog this year, where 
this squad comes out of 
nowhere to try to win a 
championship and we just 
happen to do it,” Zajkosw-
ki said. “This is the year 
we were the favorite and 
people are counting on us 
to win.”

Top-seeded Academy 
of American Studies kept 
its cool in tight situations 
last Thursday night by 
leaning on its key play-
ers. Starting setter Michal 
Kasza recorded a team-
high 12 kills and brother 
Piotr led with 28 assists 
to guide the Eagles to a 
second straight title in a 
25-22, 25-18 victory over 
No. 2 Cardozo at Hunter 
College.

“It sums up my volley-

ball experience perfectly,” 
said Zajkoswki, who only 
started playing the sport 
in high school. “In eighth-
grade, if you told me I’d 
be playing volleyball and 
win two championships, 
I would have thought you 
would be crazy because I 
didn’t know a thing about 
volleyball.”

Eagles Coach Joshua 
Yang relied on his senior 
duo. Zajkowski, a 6-foot-4 
starter in the middle was 
a calm presence and the 
athletic Michal Kasza pro-
vided the energetic output 
for the team this season.

“There is no other 
team I rather beat than 
Cardozo and Bronx Sci-
ence last year,” Yang said. 
“That just says what kind 
of program we have. You 
don’t beat these guys with 
bad teams. You got to be 
prepared.”

Yang said his Eagles 
got a bit excited after rac-
ing out to a 14-5 lead in the 
first set. The Judges (16-1) 
settled down and made a 
late rally to cut the deficit 
to 23-22. American Studies 
called a few time-outs and 
rallied with the help of a 
big kill from Denis Beg-
zic to record the final two 
points.

It looked as if Cardozo 
would carry over their 
momentum from their im-

The Academy of American Studies boys’ volleyball team celebrates 
its PSAL city title. Photo by Elio Velez

Forest Hill’s goalie Mariana Pastrana (c.) is surrounded by her teammates after she won the MVP award. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued on Page 56
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 57k, #74061. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. buy 

for

2009 BMW 528i x Drive 
$249per mo.

72  mos
buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. 

2011 INFINITI FX35
$315buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#75345. 39k miles. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. 

per mo./ 72  mos
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR REFUND

NO RAIN OR SNOW WILL STOP US! WE ARE OPEN!

DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND
MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA $139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 
ONLY 5k mi! 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241 Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 32k miles, Stk#77868 Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995 
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 134k 69228 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 30k 69927 $19,995

<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy Impala, 148k  62653 $3,995
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE
 
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2006 Chrysler Town & Country JU14877 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Ford Mustang, 99k 63795 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
  2006 Cadillac CTS, 67k JU12013 SAVE
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995
 2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995 
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proved play late in the first 
set. The Judges had led 7-4, 
but faltered as American 
Studies ran off to score the 
next 10 out of 13 points.

“Our passing was 
off,” said Judges Coach 
Danny Scarola. “They 
were a little off at the end 
of the first game, but like 
they do all year, they were 
able to pick it up a little bit. 
We weren’t able to run our 
middles, which hurt us in 
the second game.”

Even though Michal 
Kasza graduates, he in-
tends to be at many prac-
tices next year to help his 
brother and a young Ea-
gles squad aim for a third 
straight title.

“[Piotr] is going to 
keep the team going,” 
Michal Kasza said. “Con-
rad and me are all going 
to come together to help 
them out and keep it going. 
Coach Yang, he’s the best 
right now.”

Ed Blankmeyer knew 
the record was coming — 
he just didn’t know exactly 
when and didn’t care to 
guess.

The St. John’s Univer-
sity baseball coach’s focus 
for the last 18 years has 
never been on becoming 
the program’s all-time-win-
ning skipper, but instead it 
was on winning each game 
every day and then trying 
to win the following one.

“When you coach at 
this level for this length of 
time, two things happen. 
You win a lot of ball games 
or you get fired prior to 
that,” Blankmeyer said. “I 
was lucky enough to hang 
around and win some ball 
games.”

The special victory 
came when St. John’s bested 
No. 24-ranked Seton Hall, 
Blankmeyer’s alma mater 

and first coaching stop as 
an assistant, 4-3 on the road 
May 17 in part thanks to 
a stellar pitching outing 
from senior Sean Hagan. 
Blankmeyer was told 
shortly after notching win 
No. 612 that he had beaten 
Joe Russo’s record for most 
wins as an SJU baseball 
coach. He deflected credit 
to his coaching staff.

“It’s the coaches that 
have helped me with the 
players that I’ve had and 
I’ve been blessed to have 
some good players,” Blank-
meyer said. “Maybe some-
time after this season here 
I might sit back and say 
that’s a lot of games. Right 
now we are focusing on a 
Big East tournament.”

There are moments, 
though, where he steps 
back. The emotions from 
any given game subside and 
he can see the Northeast 
baseball power he’s built 
and the countless people 
he’s helped mold. Blank-
meyer (612-381-3) has won a 
record six Big East tourna-
ment crowns and reached 

the NCAA Tournament 
six of the last eight years. 
He’s had 57 players drafted 
or signed by Major League 
Baseball teams.

It’s not just the teach-
ing of skills that makes that 
happen, but the mentality 
Blankmeyer instills and 
nurtures in this players.

“If I teach them how 
to play the right way and 
doing things the right way, 
hopefully they capture that 

and they continue it for the 
rest of their lives,” Blank-
meyer said. “That to me is 
most important.”

Being in the Northeast 
means playing with a chip 
on your shoulder, wanting 
to prove you’re as good as 
teams in the baseball-rich 
South and warmer areas 
of the country. Blank-
meyer finds kids with that 
strength already in their 
gut, Hagen said. If it isn’t, 
he puts it there.

“If we come out of the 
program as better men 
overall, then he’s done his 
job,” Hagan said. “The big-
gest thing that he instills 
is being tough, playing 
through adversity and nev-
er giving up.”

Blankmeyer has epito-
mized that winning and 
no nonsense attitude for 18 
years. If you don’t get the 
job done on a particular day, 
then do whatever it takes 
to succeed the next time 
you put on the uniform. In 
a game filled with failure, 
his approach has added up 
to plenty of success.
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St. John’s coach notches 612th win
Joseph 

Staszewski

Block Shots

Continued from Page 53

Volleyball

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Beach Channel’s sea-

son of obstacles presented 
one more road block and 
an unexpected turn it fi-
nally could not overcome.

The Dolphins reached 
the PSAL Championship 
division girls’ lacrosse fi-
nal by battling through the 
challenges of playing for a 
new coach and severe dam-
age from Hurricane Sandy 
to their homes and to their 
school that left their field 
unable to be used. Second-
seeded Beach Channel 
then had to play the title 
game without starting 
goalkeeper Tianna Parkes 
in an eventual 12-4 loss to 
No. 1 Tottenville at Avia-
tor Sports Complex Sun-
day night. It was a tough 
way to end things after 
coming so far.

“First we lost our 
coach, then we had the 
hurricane,” senior Melisa 

Williams said. “I was mis-
placed from my school and 
all the players lost their 
homes. We didn’t come 
this far to lose.”

Parks and her fam-
ily got stuck in heavy 
traffic coming back from 
her brother’s graduation 
in upstate Rochester, ac-
cording to Dolphins Coach 
Eric Wozniak. The inclem-
ent weather left her near 
Woodbury Commons 45 
minutes before the 5:30 
p.m. start time in Brook-
lyn. She made 14 saves in 
Beach Channel’s 7-5 win 
over the Pirates during 
the regular season.

“Sunday traffic com-
ing back from Rochester in 
this weather, very tough to 
get here,” Wozniak said.

He huddled in the 
locker room and decided 
with the players to put 
sophomore Kayleigh Hur-
ley, who has soccer goalie 

Dolphins fall short 
without star keeper

Continued on Page 57

Ed Blankmeyer has be-
come the all-time win-
ningest coach in St. John’s 
University baseball history. 
Photo courtesy Vincent Dusovic-SJU

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Danielle Cervasio lay 

crumpled in the grass just 
behind shortstop as the 
ball sailed over the left field 
fence.

The St. Francis Prep 
senior and four-year var-
sity player was overcome 
with emotion as Maria Ser-
rantino’s two-run walk-off 
blast ended the Terriers’ 
season without a CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Class 
AA softball title in their 
last five trips to the final.

“My heart kind of just 
dropped,” said Cervasio, 
who will play at SUNY Cor-
tland next year. “It’s a feel-
ing that you never forget, 
the end of high school ball 
forever.”

SFP won the first game 
of the series 3-2 in nine in-

nings Monday, only to drop 
the next two 3-1 and 6-4 
Tuesday at Queens College. 
Fontbonne (13-3), which 
also won the regular season 
title, took home the school’s 
first diocesan crown.

When it was over, the 

entire St. Francis Prep dug-
out poured onto the field to 
console its leader who did 
everything she could to de-
liver a win. Cervasio, who 
plays a stellar shortstop, 
was on base four times 
combined in the final two 
games and scored twice in 
the second contest Tuesday. 
She nearly beat out a bunt 
that could have led to a big 
inning with the score tied 
4-4 in the top of the sixth.

“It’s hard to see her 
pain,” Terriers Coach Ann 
Marie Rich. “She worked 
her butt off for four years. 
You can’t be more proud of 
a kid than her.”

Cervasio was on three 
of the four teams that were 
swept in the series by Arch-
bishop Molloy. With the 
Stanners rebuilding, it ap-
peared the door was open 

for the Terriers to win their 
first crown since 2008. They 
nearly made it happen.

Sisters Jessica and 
Julianne Menna each de-
livered RBI hits in extra 
innings of Game 1. SFP (11-
4) put together a three-run 
fifth inning, highlighted by 
a two-run Briana Emanu-
ele double to knot the score 
at 4-4 in Game 3 against 
tired Fontbonne ace Nico-
lette Trapani, who pitched 
all three games. Emanuele 
collected two hits and Jessi-
ca Menna, Tara Russo and 
Briana Baglino each drove 
in runs Tuesday.

“We were actually 
putting hits together,” said 
Rich, “then one swing of 
the bat.”

St. Francis Prep didn’t 
capitalize enough on its 
scoring chances after a 

freshman Monica Zhivanaj 
allowed three runs on four 
hits in Game 2 and Arma-
no, who nabbed a victory in 
Game 1, surrendered just 
three earned runs in the fi-
nale. She allowed just a run 
before Serrantino’s blast 
from the second inning on.

The Terriers left nine 
runners in scoring position 
in Game 3, including eight 
with just one out recorded. 
Trapani got St. Francis 
Prep hitters all too often to 
pop out to the infield to keep 
the runners and St. Francis 
Prep from advancing.

“I’ve seen every single 
senior feel this way,” Cerva-
sio said. “I know how they 
feel. I wanted to win it for 
everybody that didn’t win 
it, but it was a great three 
games.”

Prep tastes defeat again in softball fi nal
Senior shortstop’s career ends with fourth Terrier loss in bid for CHSAA title 

St. Francis Prep’s Danielle 
Cervasio walks to receive 
her runner-up plaque. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Construction Coach 
Marco Migliaccio couldn’t 
help but think how fit-
ting it was that Katherine 
Valle, who was having a 
monster day at the plate, 
came up to bat with a 
chance to clinch the win 
for her softball team.

“It was perfect,” he 
said.

And the senior first 
baseman’s luck continued. 
Valle grounded the ball to 
the third base bag to score 

Daniela Isabella and give 
Construction (2) a 12-2 
run rule win against visit-
ing James Madison (15) at 
Smokey Oval May 16.

The single capped a 
4-for-4 day for Valle, in-
cluding a triple. She drove 
in four runs and scored 
three in her best offensive 
game of the season. Valle 
joked about how well she 
was seeing the ball.

“Apparently pretty 
well,” she said. “I was just 
looking to get my best pitch 
and taking a swing at it.”

Construction (17-1), 
which advanced to play No. 
7 Cardozo in the quarterfi-
nals, put in plenty of good 
swings all afternoon and 
took advantage of Madi-
son’s (13-5) mistakes in the 
field. The Red Hawks broke 
the game open with a sev-
en-run second inning to 
make it 8-1. Three of those 
runs came after a Madison 
error kept the inning alive 
and chased starter Grace 
Sullivan from the game.

The Red Hawks 
pounded out 13 hits against 

Knights pitching. Jayleen 
Ovales had three hits and 
the speedy Isabella, who 
scored twice, and pitcher 
Brittney Rodriguez had 
two hits apiece.

“I just feel like every 
time I’m up I can be safe,” 
Isabella said of her ability 
to bunt for hits.

Construction didn’t 
feel exactly safe when it 
looked at the bracket. The 
team saw it would likely 
have to play Madison and 

then Cardozo in the quar-
terfinals, just to get back 
to the final four. The team 
also hopes that its good 
pitching throughout the 
post-season will keep its 
bats hot.

“The whole lineup 
can hit,” Migliaccio said. 
“... I knew this was a year 
we could make a serious 
run at [a title.]”

Benjamin Cardozo 

6, McKee/Staten Island 

Tech 5: Crystal Estrada 

went 3-for-3 with two dou-
bles, three RBIs and a run 
scored and Daysia Wehder 
added three hits with two 
RBIs and a run for No. 7 
Cardozo (16-2).

Wehder drove in the 
winning run during the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Shelby Yacovone allowed 
five runs, one earned on 
four hits and struck out 
four.

MSIT is 12-6.

Valle’s heroics power Construction to quarter fi nals

experience, in at the net 
for the first time in her 
career.

“I’m really proud of 
her for stepping up be-
cause I don’t think I could 
have done it,” Williams 
said.

The Dolphins (11-4), 
looking for their first title 
since 2010, couldn’t over-

come a slow start. Tot-
tenville, led by four goals 
from Nicole Tantillo, took 
a 5-0 lead before Williams 
put Beach Channel on the 
board with 11:35 left in the 
first half. It dominated 
the groundball battle and 
controlled possession. The 
Pirates (14-1) increased the 
lead to 7-1 at the half and 
never looked back. The 
Dolphins also received 
goals from Tatyana Ali, 
Zakiyah Archbold and 

Alissa Romero.
Wozniak said the loss 

doesn’t take away from 
what his team accom-
plished under difficult cir-
cumstances. The program 
re-established itself as one 
of the league’s elite in the 
coach’s mind.

The departing seniors 
were proud of their season, 
but wanted more.

“We have a lot of fight 
and a lot of heart,” Wil-
liams said.

Continued from Page 56
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