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BY STEVE MOSCO

A group of concerned elected officials and 
business leaders gathered on the steps of Borough 
Hall in Kew Gardens this week to urge the gover-
nor to reconsider rolling the dice on table gaming 
in the city.

With voters set to cast their ballots in a state-
wide referendum to legalize full-scale gaming this 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

With the return of the 
A train, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has also an-
nounced an extension of 
ferry service as the Rock-
aways edge toward recov-
ery from Hurricane Sandy. 
He also said weekend ferry 
service in the Rockaways 
would start July 4.

“The continuation of 
the weekday service will 
give Rockaway residents 
another transportation op-
tion and the expanded sum-
mer weekend service will 
make it easier for visitors 
to get to the Rockaways, 
bringing additional eco-
nomic activity to the beach-
es throughout the summer 
season,” Bloomberg said 

Tuesday. “We’re committed 
to helping the communities 
that were hit hard by Sandy 
rebuild, and this is another 
way for us to support the 
residents and small busi-
nesses of the Rockaways.”

New York City Tran-
sit workers have been toil-
ing feverishly to restore 
the tracks of the A train 

BY JOE ANUTA

Lawmakers and homeown-
ers fed up with flooding in south-
east Queens are moving forward 
with legal means to try and force 
the city Department of Environ-
mental Protection to alleviate the 
problem.

Lawmakers have drafted 
bills and homeowners are explor-
ing lawsuits. 

State Assemblyman William 
Scarborough (D-Jamaica), the 
Queens chapter of the National 
Action Network and community 
leaders rallied outside the depart-
ment’s offices last Friday and ac-
cused the city of willfully ignor-
ing fixes to the rising water table.

“The rally was to protest the 
fact we still do not have a solu-
tion to the flooding in southeast 
Queens and that people’s homes 
are still being flooded by the 
groundwater,” Scarborough said.

The community has repeat-
edly called on the city to restart 
wells it shut down in 1996 after 
purchasing them from the Jamai-
ca Water Co.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The city granted a crucial 

permit to developers of a contro-

versial Astoria medical facility 
last week against the wishes of 
neighbors who contend construc-
tion crews did irreparable dam-
age to their property.

On May 21, the city Board of 
Standards and Appeals granted a 
special permit to Pali Realty, the 
company that began constructing 
the eight-story structure, at 23-25 

31st St., after the city Department 
of Buildings approved the plans 
in March, 2011, according to the 
developers.

Pali, run by Yianni Konstan-
tinidis, had completed about 80 
percent of the building before an 
auditor found a mistake in the 
July, 2012.

The second story of the build-
ing, beginning 23 feet in the air, 
is supposed to be set back 30 feet 
from the edge like a giant step, 
but was instead designed as a 20-
foot setback.

Construction on the back of 
the building was stopped, but last 
week’s special permit essentially 
legalizes the mistake.

“The special permit issued 
by BSA will allow the develop-
ment of a beneficial medical office 
building in western Queens, an 
area that is vastly under served 
in its medical needs,” a spokes-
man said.

That did not sit well with ho-
meowners, who maintain the city 
gave away its only bargaining 
chip in the fight to win compensa-
tion to fix their homes.

“This was our grow-old 

Borough lawmakers urge Cuomo 

to bless table gambling in Queens

SE Qns looks
to courts to

stop fl ooding
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More ferries head to Rockaway
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RIDE TO THE ROCKAWAYS

MTA Acting Chair Fernando Ferrer, (l.-r.) MTA Interim Executive Director Thomas Prendergast, Councilman Donovan 
Richards and Federal Transit Administrator Peter Rogoff peek out of the front of a vintage subway car first put into 
service in the 1930s. The transit and elected officials were on hand to welcome back the A train into and out of the 
Rockaways after service to the peninsula was suspended for seven months. Photo by Christina Santucci

Astoria med center gets OK
City issues permit to restart construction on controversial project

A ferry operated by Seastreak leaves 
Rockaway en route to Manhattan.
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www.pregnancyforlifenyc.org

you can
change a

child’s future.

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BY PHIL CORSO
 
In recognition of Me-

morial Day, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) invited 
four decorated veterans 
into his northeast Queens 
district office with resolu-
tions in hand to honor them 
for their service.

The senator sits on the 
Senate Veterans, Home-
land Security and Military 
Affairs Committee and 
said he holds a similar cer-
emony twice a year, at 38-
50 Bell Blvd., on Memorial 
and Veterans days to com-
memorate the heros who 
live within his district.

This year he welcomed 
Yeong Bae Choi, Mu Hwan 
Kim, Kwang Nam Lee and 
Joseph Panzardi from 
Flushing, Whitestone and 
Queens Village to thank 
them for their service over-
seas.

He also paid tribute to 
Loretta Weiss by inducting 
her into the Senate’s Veter-
ans Hall of Fame.

The vets were joined by 
family members, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and Viet-
nam Veterans of America 
members and friends to pay 
tribute to their service.

Choi, also president of 
the Korean Marine Corps 
Veterans Association of 
Eastern USA, served as a 
sergeant in the Republic of 
Korea Marine Corps from 
1975-78. After arriving in 
the United States in 1980, 
the Flushing man started 
his own beauty supply busi-
ness.

In 2005, the National 
Ethnic Coalition of Orga-
nizations commemorated 
Choi with the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor, an award 
given to Americans of all 
ethnic backgrounds who 
have made significant con-
tributions to society.

Kim, a Flushing resi-
dent and president of the 
Vietnam War Veterans 
Association of New York, 
enrolled in the Republic 
of Korea Army in 1965 
and served alongside U.S. 
armed forces in the Viet-
nam War. He spent more 
than 36 months on wartime 
duty before retiring as a 
sergeant in the Republic of 
Korea Army.

After graduating from 
college, Flushing resident 
Lee also joined the Republic 
of Korea Marine Corps’s Of-
ficer Candidate School and 
later attended the Marine 
Military English School 
and the Army Military In-
telligence School. He was 
deployed as a captain to 
serve in the Vietnam War 
in 1968 in the ROK Blue 
Dragon Brigade, one of the 
three main units deployed 
at the time.

By 1984, he had immi-
grated to the United States 
and served as president 
of the Korean Veteran As-
sociation in 1994. He also 
served as major of the New 
York National Guard from 
2002-10.

Queens Village na-
tive Panzardi joined the 
military in 1967 and served 

overseas in both Vietnam 
and Bad Kissengen, Ger-
many. He received an hon-
orable discharge in August 
1973 and was eventually 
awarded the Air Medal, 
Good Conduct Medal, Viet-
nam Service and Campaign 
medals, Vietnam Cross 
of Gallantry, Presidential 
Unit Citation and National 
Defense Medal.

He is first vice com-
mander of Edward McKee 
American Legion Post 131 
and quartermaster of Whit-
estone Community VFW 
Post 4787. He also serves 
as a life member of Queens 
Chapter 32 VVA.

Weiss, another mem-
ber of Whitestone VFW 
Post 4787, served in the U.S. 
Army from 1942-45 during 
World War II and went back 
to serve in the Korean and 
Vietnam wars. She was dis-
charged in February 1975 
as a supply sergeant and 
received the World War II 
Victory, Army Occupation, 
National Defense Service 
and Good Conduct medals, 
among other awards.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) honors borough veterans Yeong Bae 
Choi (l.-r.), Mu Hwan Kim, Loretta Weiss, Joseph Panzardi and 
Kwang Nam Lee for Memorial Day. Photo courtesy Tony Avella

Avella thanks our vets
Senate resolutions recognize heroes for Memorial Day

Get your Queens news on  
Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
UNE 2, 2013

3

Photos by Ken Maldonado and Christina Santucci

Photos by Nat Valentine
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Students at LaGuar-

dia Community College 
Tuesday heard the first-
hand account of a man 
who was freed from prison 
with help from another 
wrongly convicted man 
as well as his views on the 
criminal justice system 
that sent him to jail for 
nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury for a murder he did 
not commit. 

“What happens is 
when you’re not accus-
tomed to the criminal jus-
tice system … you really 
don’t know and understand 
that process,” William Lo-
pez said at the college’s 
fifth annual criminal jus-
tice conference.

“The first thing we 
think about is, ‘Wow, the 
system works. Justice will 
prevail. The jury system 
can be fair and impartial.’ 
But what happens is ... the 
court-assigned attorneys 
do the minimal amount of 
service for their client,” he 
said. “They just kind of go 
along and let the process 
go and they really don’t 
fight for you.”

Lopez was convicted 
of the 1989 murder of a 
drug dealer in a Brook-
lyn crack house based on 
the testimony of a drug-
addicted prostitute who, 
after the trial, said she 
had been coerced by pros-
ecutors to falsely identify 

Lopez as the murderer.
His court-appointed 

attorney — who was paid 
$45 an hour as opposed to 
the approximately $500 an 
hour a private attorney 
would earn — did not visit 
Lopez once during the 
year he spent on Rikers 
Island nor did he call any 
witnesses during the trial.

“So I went to trial on 
a murder case with no wit-
nesses,” he said incredu-
lously.

As opposed to a public 
defender, Lopez was ap-
pointed what is known as 
an 18B attorney, a private 
attorney who is paid by 
the court with tax dollars 
to take on a case.

Andre Keeton, a crim-
inal justice professor, said 
“18B lawyers are generally 
those who are appointed by 
judges. They happen to be 
in court on other cases or 
perhaps they’re hanging 
around in the hallways.”

He added, “Some 18B 
lawyers are excellent at-
torneys.”

“And some are not,” 
his colleague, Professor 
Jennifer Wynn, said.

“And some are not,” 
Keeton agreed.

“The reason you can 
be a really bad 18B lawyer 
and maintain your job is 
because nobody is watch-
ing the lawyers,” Wynn 
added.

Brooklyn Federal 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis 

cited “a series of indolent 
and ill-prepared defense 
attorneys” earlier this 
year when he overturned 
Lopez’s conviction in a 
case he called “rotten from 
Day 1.”

Lopez said he did not 
hire a private attorney due 
in part to naivete about 
what he was up against. 
Keeton said that despite 
being presumed innocent 
until proven guilty, defen-
dants are still at a marked 
disadvantage.

“There is a great dis-
parity between prosecu-
tors and defense attorneys 
when it comes to resource 
availability,” he told the 
students. “Resources 
make a huge difference as 
to what kind of attorney 
you can be.

Lopez became a jail-
house lawyer — working 
on his case and those of 
other inmates — and was 
finally freed after spend-
ing 23 1/2 years in prison. 
He was freed, thanks to 
help from Jeffrey Desk-
ovic, who was exonerated 
after 16 years in prison 
and used money from his 
settlement with the gov-
ernment to create his own 
innocence project.

“Actually, to this mo-
ment I can’t believe it,” 
Lopez said, 125 days after 
getting out. “There’s time 
during the day I just sort 
of pinch myself because I 
don’t believe it.”

Innocent man now free
after 23 1/2 years in jail

William Lopez (l.-r.) speaks with LaGuardia Community College professors Jennifer Wynn 
and Andre Keeton about spending 23 1/2 years in prison on a faulty murder conviction. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The future of a graffiti-
ridden warehouse in Long 
Island City does not seem 
like the type of project that 
warrants contentious meet-
ings packed with raucous 
residents — unless that 
warehouse is aerosol art 
haven 5Pointz.

Famous for its artistic 
freedom and graffiti-cov-
ered façade, the building, 
at 45-46 Davis St., is set to 
bow to the changing times 
as owner David Wolkoff 
expects to raze it by the 
end of the year in favor of 
two high-rise luxury apart-
ments.

Wolkoff presented 
his plans at a Community 
Board 2 meeting at PS 1 
last week and asked for 
a zoning change to allow 
1,000 residential units, all 
rentals, in a 41-story tower 
and a 47-story tower, which 

would be connected on the 
fifth floor with an espla-
nade.

The design plans show 
an indoor pool, a gym, an 
art gallery and a 200-spot 
parking garage. Wolkoff 
also envisions a courtyard 
with a 50-by-200-foot mural 
honoring the building’s 
graffiti glory. CB 2 will vote 
on Wolkoff’s application at 
its monthly meeting June 
6, the first step in the build-
ing’s last days.

“It is not the end until 
that last day,” said Mare 
Flageul, a 5Pointz volun-
teer who lives two blocks 
from the warehouse. “We 
are going to keep doing 
what we do until we are told 
to vacate.”

Flageul said she speaks 
on behalf of Jonathan Co-
hen, 5Pointz’s founder and 
curator known widely by 
his tag name, Meres One. 
According to Flageul, Co-

hen said his 11 years at 
5Pointz have been the most 
memorable of his life and 
his only disappointment is 
that the owners do not see 
it as the cultural gem it has 
become.

But while Cohen tries 
to put a brave face on his 
disappointment, many who 
attended the CB 2 meet-
ing last week, including 
Flageul, are venting their 
frustrations about a lack of 

respect they feel the owner 
and the community board 
are dishing out.

“They don’t love the 
art and they don’t respect 
it,” she said. “People come 
from all over the world 
to see this place and for 
a chance to contribute to 
it. Now it’s going to be re-
placed with two glass tow-
ers that will be obsolete in 
10 years.”

Neither Wolkoff nor the 
community board returned 
requests for comment, but 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
responded to Flageul’s crit-
icism of his “words, but no 
action.”

“The Wolkoff family’s 
proposal to redevelop the 
5Pointz Aerosol Art Cen-
ter is currently being de-
bated by the community,” 
Van Bramer said. “Last 
week Community Board 2 
held its first public hear-

ing on this proposed proj-
ect, which garnered much 
attention from the public. 
Next week, the community 
board will provide the pub-
lic another opportunity to 
provide their feedback on 
this proposal.”

Van Bramer said the 
public has a right to com-
ment on the owner’s ac-
tions, just as the owner has 
the right to make the pro-
posal and everyone will get 
their say.

“The public has the 
right to have their voices 
heard on this matter be-
cause I know they care 
about their community,” 
he said. “I look forward to 
hearing the entire commu-
nity’s perspectives on pro-
posal. Until this happens, I 
believe it is not my duty to 
circumvent the community 
review process until every-
one has had their say.”

Long Island City’s 5Pointz could face the bulldozer if the building’s 
owner gets his way. Photo by Christina Santucci

5Pointz owner meets with criticism in building project
Long Island City graffi ti hub may face last days as operator looks to construct luxury towers on site
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The family and neigh-

bors of a missing Flushing 
mother found strangled to 
death in the trunk of her 
car were attempting to 
come to grips with the gris-
ly crime this week. 

Young Joo Byun, 42, 
was discovered strangled 
to death Monday afternoon, 
according to police and the 
city medical examiner. 
Cops found her body in the 
trunk of her Honda Civic, 
parked near 61st Street and 
47th Avenue in Maspeth 
days after she was last seen 
working at a borough bak-
ery.

“She was a nice mom,” 
Byun’s ex-husband told 
reporters outside the cou-
ple’s home on the border of 
Flushing and Whitestone.

Byun reportedly had 
three children.

Her neighbors were 
in disbelief upon hearing 
news of the homicide.

“I’m shocked,” said 
next-door neighbor Mona 
Collins, who said Byun 
gave her a hug last time 
they met. “She was lovely.”

Byun and her family 
had lived in their home for 
about two years, according 
to Collins and other neigh-
bors, who described the 
family as friendly.

Another neighbor who 
lives across the street said 
she did not know some-
thing was amiss when she 
saw police cars arrive at 

the home Saturday.
That was when Byun’s 

family had reported her 
missing, cops said.

According to the 
NYPD, co-workers last saw 
her leaving a Korean baked 
goods factory near the cor-
ner of 55th Avenue and 46th 
Street Friday at about 4:30 
a.m., but she did not return 
home.

After locating the car, 
officers found Byun in the 
trunk covered in trash 
bags, Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelley told reporters 
recently.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
 
More than two dozen 

residents, lawmakers and 
civic association leaders 
gathered at Auburndale’s 
Star Nissan Service Center 
last week to demand the 
dealership be held account-
able for hacking branches 
and removing bark from 22 
trees around its property.

“The point is to bring 
light to the carnage that 
took place here two days 
ago,” Chrissy Voskeri-
chian, co-founder of the 
Station Road Civic Associa-
tion, said. “We’re here to let 
them know they can’t walk 
over the community and do 
what they want.”

Voskerichian and Rhea 
O’Gorman, co-president of 
the civic association, were 
out walking their dogs ear-
lier last week when they 
realized someone had tak-
en a saw to 22 trees along 
Auburndale Lane, 42nd 
Avenue and 172nd Street. 
The trees had been planted 
a decade ago as a means of 
providing a buffer between 
Star’s working garage 
site and the surrounding 
homes, Voskerichian said.

Even 10 years ago Star 
tried to stop the planting, 
O’Gorman said, as police 
officers were called out to 
ensure the saplings were 
put in the ground.

“This is not a new is-
sue,” O’Gorman said. “This 
was a malicious act, a crim-

inal act. Someone from this 
business should have to be 
prosecuted.”

For last week’s actions, 
the city Parks Department 
issued Star Nissan 22 sum-
monses with fines totaling 
more than $80,000. 

Star Nissan did not re-
spond to requests for a com-
ment.  

The city requires a 
permit to remove or prune a 
tree along the roadway. Pro-
testers said that by requir-
ing permits, the city makes 
sure trees are trimmed in a 
way to ensure their health. 
Many outside the car deal-

er’s garage said it is clear to 
them that last week’s tree 
work means many of the 22 
trees will be lost.

“Look at the damage,” 
Henry Euler, vice president 
of the Auburndale Improve-
ment Civic Association, 
said. “These trees cannot 
survive.”

Although fines would 
be returned to the taxpay-
ers, who paid for the trees 
10 years ago, Voskerichian 
expressed concern that 
this latest action is simply 
a case of a local business 
not being a good corporate 
citizen. She and many of 

the protesters said Star’s 
manager, Steve Housman, 
shoulders most of the re-
sponsibility of the ill will 
between residents and the 
business.

“Steve Housman is an-
ti-community,” O’Gorman 
said. “He encourages an 
anti-community sentiment 
from the business.”

State Assemblymen 
Edward Braunstein (D-
Bayside) and Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) attended the rally 
and encouraged residents 
to expand their protests by 
talking about the situation 
with anyone they can.

Yong Joo Byun was initial-
ly reported missing, but was 
found dead in the trunk of 
her car earlier this week. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Protesters listen as state Assemblyman Edward Braunstein (r.) speaks during a rally against Star 
Nissan’s decision to prune 22 trees surrounding its service center on 172nd Street and 42nd Avenue. 

Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

Mother found dead 
in car trunk: Cops

Neighbors target car dealer
Residents protest Star Nissan’s tree cutting at Auburndale site

I’m shocked. She 
was lovely.
Mona Collins

Neighbor
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
After one branch of 

city government issued 
several Willets Point busi-
ness owners violations and 
shut down their body shops 
earlier this month , another 
branch will now pay to fix 
them.

On May 17, inspectors 
from the city Department 
of Buildings closed  two 
lots housing several auto 
businesses in the Iron Tri-
angle.

At one property, on 
the corner of 38th Avenue 
and 126th Street, inspec-
tors determined a building 
had been illegally subdi-
vided into five shops. They 
shuttered the whole group. 
Across the street, inspec-
tors enforced an order to 
vacate issued in 2009 re-
garding support joists hold-
ing up the sheet metal roof.

The lots were both pur-
chased by the city Housing 
and Preservation Depart-
ment in 2009, records show, 
making the Bloomberg ad-
ministration the landlord.

“All we want is fair 
treatment,” said Akram 
Mohibi, one of the business 
owners. “We all have fami-
lies. We’re not doing any-

thing illegal.”
Mohibi was speaking 

at a news conference called 
by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) Tuesday, where 
he said the city’s actions 
constituted harassment.

“These were all pre-
existing violations when 
the city took over,” he said. 
“Unfair treatment has got 
to stop.”

Avella contends the 
businesses were being 
targeted because they lie 
in the footprint of a $3 bil-
lion project to redevelop 23 
acres of Willets Point.

The developers, which 
include Sterling Equities, 
the real estate arm of the 
New York Mets, hope to be-
gin cleaning the soil on the 
site in February and even-
tually build a stretch of 
buildings along 126th Street 
across from Citi Field. They 
are also hoping to complete 
a 1.4-million-square-foot 
mall on the other side of the 
stadium by 2018.

Immediately after the 
businesses were shut down, 
Housing told TimesLedger 
Newspapers that because 
the violations were issued 
to a commercial business, 
it would be the tenant’s re-
sponsibility to rectify the 

problems.
But after a group of 

business owners reached 
out to City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), the depart-
ment did an about-face and 
agreed to bring the shops 
into compliance.

“We have been work-
ing diligently with Council 
Member Ferreras to find a 
solution that will allow the 
commercial tenants to re-
turn as quickly as possible. 
The city will be funding 
repairs that will begin in 
the next few days with the 
work expected to be com-
plete and the shops open for 
business soon after,” said 
Housing spokesman Eric 
Bederman.

Enforcement of build-
ing violations in the Iron 
Triangle seems spotty.

Three nearby busi-
nesses also owned by Hous-
ing, and also in the foot-
print of the first part of the 
Willets Point project, had 
full or partial vacate orders 
issued in 2009, yet the loca-
tions were not shut down.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) stands with tenants at Willets Point to protest the recent shuttering of 
shops. Photo by Joe Anuta

City to fi x auto shops 
after shuttering them
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The annual Forest Hills Memorial Day Parade drew flag-waving crowds 
to Metropolitan Avenue Monday. (Clockwise from top l.) Helen Day 
from the Richmond Hill Historical Society tries to hold onto her hat; 
Navy veteran Harry Stearns attends with his grandson, Ryan; Janna 
Wu plays with the All-City High School Marching Band; spectators 
line the street for the festivities; Navy veteran John Burns hold the 
American flag as part of the Color Guard; and Randolph Ramirez, a 
seaman recruit with the Coastal Patrol Cadet Corps, salutes. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Six candidates for bor-

ough president disclosed 
the contents of their war 
chests earlier this month, 
but those at the front of the 
pack did not necessarily 
raise the most money in the 
borough they seek to repre-
sent.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), businessman 
Everly Brown, City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), former Democrat-
ic state Assemblywoman 
Melinda Katz, Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) are all 
hoping to replace current 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, who has served 
three terms.

The latest city Cam-
paign Finance Board fil-

ings from May 15 were ex-
amined for money given by 
Queens residents, Manhat-
tan residents, supporters 

from the other boroughs 
and outside New York City 
altogether.

Only the candidates 

who qualified for the city’s 
matching funds program, 
where the board will chip 
in $6 for every $1 donated 

by a city resident up to $175, 
were compared.

Some of the Manhattan 
contributions were from 
unions that also were active 
in Queens. Some donations 
from outside Queens were 
from people who work in 
the borough, although they 
would not be able to vote in 
September’s borough presi-
dent primary.

Overall, Vallone is 
far ahead of the pack, with 
more than $1 million in his 
account, but most of that 
money is left over from his 
previous runs for Coun-
cil. Since 2010, Vallone has 
racked up about $197,000, 
records show. Of that total, 
about $83,000, or 42 percent, 
was raised in the borough, 
which makes it the second 
highest percentage in the 
field and the third biggest 
amount. Vallone’s next big-

gest source of donations 
was from outside the five 
boroughs, where he raised 
$60,555, or 31 percent of his 
total, since 2010.

The board estimates 
the councilman has about 
$730,000 left in his account.

Katz has the second 
biggest war chest and 
raised the second largest 
amount from Queens, but 
 compared to the rest of the 
field, she raised the least 
percentage of her money 
here. She collected $104,431 
from the borough, which 
constituted 22 percent of 
her total. The former Forest 
Hills lawmaker’s biggest 
sources of funds were from 
Manhattan and outside 
New York City, which each 
made up about 36 percent of 
her account.

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. and Melinda Katz have the biggest campaign war chests, but did not 
recently raise the most amount of cash in Queens. Photo by Steven Malecki

Local donations drive race for borough president
Peralta has the largest amount of money raised in Queens followed by Katz and Vallone

BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 6/18/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
6/18/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SPECIAL

WITH THIS COUPON

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Two southeast Queens 
parent groups will host an 
education debate Monday 
featuring five of the  candi-
dates vying to replace City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), who must 
leave his post in City Hall 
next year because of term 
limits.

“Leroy Comrie gave a 
lot of money to the schools, 
especially through his 
[capital] funding, but we’re 
still finding the schools in 
District 29 are not what 
they should be,” said Ali-
cia Hyndman, of the Com-
munity Education Council 
for District 29, which will 
host the forum along with 
District 28’s CEC. 

“We want to have a 
chance to find out about 
the candidates and see 
what they have to say about 
how will they improve the 
schools,” she added. “Do 
they even know what net-
works are?  Some parents 
don’t even know. We want 
to see if they have any real, 
concrete plans to turn the 
district around.”

Networks are teams 
of educators that provide 

operational and instruc-
tional support to schools, 
and have been a contro-
versial hallmark of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s edu-
cational policies.

TimesLedger News-
papers is sponsor-
ing the debate, 
which will start at 
7 p.m. at the Cam-
pus Magnet Com-
plex in Cambria Heights, 
at 207-01 116th Ave. The 
district covers St. Albans, 
Hollis, Cambria Heights, 
Jamaica, Baisley Park, Ad-
disleigh Park and parts of 
Queens Village, Rosedale 
and Springfield Gardens.

As of Wednesday, five 
out of seven Democratic 
candidates  had confirmed 
they would attend the 
meeting, Hyndman said.

 Manny Caughman, 
a staffer in state Assem-
blyman William Scarbor-
ough’s (D-Jamaica) office 
and Community Board 12 
member, recently picked 
up the endorsement of the 
Queens Democratic Party.

Joan Flowers is an 
attorney and Democratic 
operative who has worked 
with U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) and 

state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis).

Greg Mays is chair-
man of CB 12’s Parks Com-
mittee and the founder of 
the A Better Jamaica non-
profit.

I. Daneek 
Miller is presi-
dent of the 
Amalgamated 
Transportation 

Union’s Local 1056, which 
represents Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
bus drivers and mechan-
ics working in Queens. He 
has built a long list of labor 
endorsements.

Sondra  Peeden 
worked for late Council 
members Juanita Watkins 
and Tom White Jr. as well 
as former Councilman Da-
vid Weprin. She started 
her own management con-
sulting firm and works 
part-time in Councilman 
Ruben Wills’ (D-Jamaica) 
office.

Bryan Block, chair-
man of CB 13, had still not 
confirmed his attendance 
and Hyndman said she had 
not heard from accountant 
Joseph Marthone, who 
last ran against Meeks for 
Congress.

SE Queens parents groups 
to host City Council forum

Five candidates vying to replace Councilman Leroy Comrie (top l.) have confirmed their attendance 
at an education forum Monday night: Manny Caughman (clockwise from top c.), Joan Flowers, Greg 
Mays, I. Daneek Miller and Sondra Peeden. Photos courtesy candidates



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
UNE 2, 2013

11

BY STEVE MOSCO

The next time a ma-
jor storm hits Queens, one 
senator wants everyone to 
be prepared.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) urged 
the creation of an online 
communication center for 
storm-related information 
to be used in the weeks, 
days and hours before an 
expected major storm.

Schumer’s request 
comes after the U.S. Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration released 
a post-Hurricane Sandy 
service evaluation that rec-
ognized a host of problems 
with the way information 
about the superstorm was 
reported to the public.

The report recom-
mends the creation of 
storm.gov, a user-friendly 
website and mobile appli-
cation that would be a sin-

gle authority for extreme 
weather warnings, includ-
ing tropical storms, hurri-
canes and other dangerous 
weather patterns. Schumer 
said the public should not 
be subjected to contradict-
ing information regarding 
storm strength during such 
dire circumstances.

“There simply cannot 
be confusion about which 
agency’s website is the go-
to source during extreme 
weather  and that’s why 
I’m urging them to imple-
ment storm.gov, a one-stop 
source of accurate informa-
tion for emergency person-
nel, the media and impacted 

residents,” said Schumer. 
“I commend the work the 
National Weather Service 
and NOAA did in the days 
leading up to Superstorm 
Sandy, but their own report 
clearly indicates we have 
room for improvement 
when it comes to commu-
nication and keeping ev-

eryone in the know during 
these dangerous storms.”

The NOAA report, 
called Hurricane/Post-
Tropical Cyclone Sandy, 
found the evolution of the 
storm from a Category 3 
in the Caribbean to an in-
tense post-tropical cyclone 
before landfall resulted in 
city weather services issu-
ing warnings rather than 
the National Hurricane 
Center.

That decision led to 
confusion among emer-
gency managers and local 
reporters as to which web-
sites had the most up-to-
date information, accord-
ing to the report. It said 
the National Hurricane 
Center’s website did not re-
port local coastal flooding 
and high wind warnings, 
creating confusion among 
residents about what kind 
of watch or warning their 
community was under.

Schumer noted that al-
though the National Weath-
er Service followed through 
with its responsibilities to 
forecast and update the pub-
lic, there simply should not 
be confusion about where 
to get the most accurate in-
formation during extreme 
weather events.

In the process of cen-
tralizing the sources of in-
formation under storm.gov, 
Schumer recommended the 
NOAA simplify the terms 
it uses to give warnings to 
the media and the public. 
Schumer argued that this 
is an opportunity to im-
prove notification on all 
fronts to simplify, stream-
line, centralize and digitize 
the information residents 
rely on during extreme and 
dangerous weather events.

He said that along with 
storm.gov these upgrades 
would improve storm read-
iness and rapid response.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer wants to create storm.gov in order to help ease the effects of large-scale 
destruction, as seen in Breezy Point. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Schumer wants centralized storm information website
Senator urges creation of online communication center to help update, warn and prepare residents
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BY PHIL CORSO

Michelle Lamelza 
makes most of her money 
working as a restaurant 
manager at Bayside’s Dono-
van’s Grill & Tavern, but 
she might have found an 
extra $100,000 thousands of 
miles away in the islands of 
Fiji.

Lamelza, 35, will be 
featured Thursday in the 
premiere of “72 Hours,” a 
brand-new TNT com peti-
tion series, showing off her 
survival skills with nothing 
but a GPS and one bottle of 
water for three teammates 
to share.

She and two others 
were cast as the green team 
in the series’ first episode 
to compete against two oth-
er teams of three with con-
testants coming from all 
over the globe. They were 
dropped into the middle of 
the Yasawa Islands in Fiji 
and given only 72 hours 
to locate a briefcase full of 
cash.

The show, hosted by 
actor Brandon Johnson, 
will air at 9 p.m. Thursday, 
June 6, with a viewing par-
ty scheduled at Donovan’s, 
at 214-16 41st Ave.

And though Lamelza 
would not get into her 
team’s ultimate fate, she 

alluded to an entertaining 
adventure nonetheless.

“I’m the only chick 
from New York,” Lamelza 
said. “And the fact that my 
team kicks major butt on 
the show makes it all bet-
ter.”

Lamelza’s teammates 

hailed from completely dif-
ferent corners of the coun-
try, with 27-year-old medi-
cal aesthetician Lindsay, of 
California, and 31-year-old 
dance instructor Chris, 
from North Carolina. Their 
opponents came from as far 
as the United Kingdom and 

Ontario, Canada.
“I thought it’d be a cool 

thing to represent Bayside,” 
she said. “Bayside rules.”

To get onto the show, 
Lamelza said she jokingly 
submitted a video and ap-
plication to the producers 
in June 2012 without any 
serious expectations of 
making it. By the following 
October, she was jumping 
out of an airplane with the 
camera rolling for what she 
called the craziest experi-
ence of her life.

But Lamelza’s Bayside 
roots were not a first in 
the world of television. Her 
neighborhood has made it 
onto the TV screen several 
times with crews filming 
on the Bell Boulevard pave-
ment.

Earlier this year, 
FX television series “The 
Americans” set up shop 
along Bell Boulevard and 
at the Bayside Long Island 
Rail Road station to film 
parts of one of its debut 
episodes. Television crews 

transformed parts of the 
busy business district into 
a flashback to the 1980s 
Cold War era, filled with 
KGB spies and old-fash-
ioned cars.

In nearby Douglas-
ton, “The Carrie Diaries” 
were filmed on the streets 
behind PS 98 along 41st 
Avenue as well. The show 
aired this year as a prequel 
to “Sex and the City.”

Even back in 1999, an 
episode of the Philadelphia-
based “Boy Meets World” 
chose to shoot the exterior 
of Bell Boulevard’s Uncle 
Jack’s Steakhouse as its 
prime location to stage a 
karaoke restaurant scene 
with its main characters.

Lamelza will be fea-
tured only in the premiere 
of “72 Hours,” which will 
then shift gears from blue 
waters and a steaming sun 
to thick forests and sand 
dunes for its second episode 
June 13, which was shot in 
New Zealand.

Bayside native to star in new survival show

Michelle Lamelza (r.) lives and works in Bayside and is featured in “72 Hours,” an upcoming TNT real-
ity show. Photo courtesy TNT
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Adragna, Matthew
Agola, Pietro
Aguilera, Elster*
Ali, Zalina*
Ambo, Llazi
Ammirati, Gianna
Arce, Bethany
Arguelles, Michael*
Arquero, Christine*
Ashby, Ciara
Bajor, Cynthia*
Baldi, Charles*
Balram, Brandon
Banner, Christopher
Batista, Adrian
Beltre, Francisco
Bien-Aime, Vladimir*
Bihm, Victoria
Bisono, Jayme
Borders, Tyra
Bosco, Anthony*
Brecak, Milkica*
Brooks, Brianna
Brosnan, Erica*
Brown McAddley, Terrence
Butigian, Taylor
Byron, Geraldine
Caldwell, Emmanuel
Cali, Alexander
Canepa, Nicholas
Cantoral, Richard*
Capranzano, Stephanie
Carbajal, Gregory
Cariola, Giovanna*
Caselli, Jessica
Castro, Dayna
Castro, Steven
Chauca, Wilmer
Ciaravino, Stefano

Cobo, Wanda
Colclough, Kevin
Coleman, Jr., James
Colombo, Marco
Conklin, Matthew*
Contino, Nicholas
Cosbert, Isaiah
Cuervo, Naharai
Curbelo, Federico*
Curcio, Antonia
Curcuru, Calogero
Dagunduro, Oluwakemi*
Dancu, Steve
Davila, Eric
DeBernardo, Niki
DeJesus, Nadiuska
DelaCruz, Diego
DelAguila, Stephanie
DelGiorno, Victoria
DeSocio, Matthew
Dimitrov, Roussi
Doka, Samantha*
Dolphin, Jaclyn*
Dookie, Nicholas
Dulley, Matthew
Duran, Kearney
Dyndor, Natalia
Eldred, Carly
Engstler, Justin*
Espinoza, Jr., Oscar
Estrada, Eric
Estrella, Rafael
Felipe, Katelyn
Fernandez, Braian*
Flores, Jose
Fougy, Markendy
Fuchs, Jordan
Fuentes, Michael
Gagliardi, Giuseppe

Gajurel, Sriya
Gambino, Benito
Garcia, Andrew
Garcia, Jalen*
Gauthier, Amanda
Gluick, Matthew
Grant IV, Maynard
Grimaldi, Frank*
Guercio, Anthony
Guerra, Jessica
Guerriero, AnnaMaria
Gutierrez,Gabriel
Guye, Zari*
Guzman, Susan
Guzman, Vittoria
Harmon, Malik
Harris, Roneil*
Henderson, Elijah
Heredia, Eric
Hernandez, Kylee
Imrith, Ashley
Inzerelli, Anthony
Jagdeo, Devin
Jakupovic, Victor*
Jans, Michael*
Jaquez, Celix*
Jospeh, Katharine
Kaczorek, Patrycia
Kelly, Lauren
Kempijan, Natalie*
Khan, Zachary
Kirchner, Caitlin
Kong, David
Kujawa, Lauren
Kuruvilla, Ashika*
Kusik, Alexander*
Laborde, Jr., David A.*
Lall, Anthony
LaLuz-Rivera, Nina

Lee, Sangjin (Kevin)
LoCascio, Anthony*
Lopez, Ashley
Luciano, Desirae
Machuca, Glenda
MacNeil, Emily
Maher, Anthony
Mai, Phuong
Mantione, Joseph
Martin, Tyler
Martinez, Michael
Martinez, Kyara*
Martinez, Melissa
Matos, Jr., Tony
Mazzola, Mimma*
McInerney, Lauren
Meditz, Michelle*
Mejia, Cristal
Miller, Christopher
Mir, Alexis
Misior, Damian
Molina, Justen*
Montero, Ari
Morales, Chris
Morales, Sebastian
Moscoso, Daniela
Moscoso, John
Mounie, Vannie
Nam, Moses
Negron, Matthew
Neiss, Brittany
Nenadich, Francesca
Nguyen, Ngoc
Norman, Alessandra
Ogando, Sergio, Joaquin*
Oilva, Jessica*
Orsano, Melissa
Ortiz, Joana*
Ortiz, Victoria

Otero, Demi
Paliogiannis, Constantine
Perez, Alejandra*
Perez, Shai Anne
Phanartzis, Stelios
Piazza, Austin
Pisciotta, Joanne*
Pomara, Josephine
Porretto, Joseph
Prashad, Briana*
Provenzano, Frank
Pugh, Mya*
Questell, Kayla
Quinn, Ryan
Raczek, Weronika
Raia, Brittany*
Rakowicz, Angelica
Ramaglia, Gabriella
Ramirez, Christian
Reyes,Jordana*
Rijo, Franklin
Rivera, Daniel
Rivera, Kristy
Rivera, Stephanie
Roberts, Kijana
Robinson, Whitney*
Rodriguez, Kimberly
Rojas, Christian
Rudder, Morgan
Sadowski, Michael*
Saez, Mark
Sailsman, Castedra
Sala, Anthony
Salvati, Samantha*
San Andres, Ashley
Sanchez, Kaitlyn
Sanchez, Sarah
Santos, Kenya
Santos, Gabriela

Sarmiento, Catherine*
Savino, Deanna
Schaefer, Sierra*
Schiestel, Lorraine*
Senford, Joshua
Severe, Jonathan
Shields, Dejanae
Singh, Devin*
Smith Frank A.
Stewart, Turae
Terranova, James
Tewfik, Christina*
Tibball, James
TIrelli, Ashley
Tommaso, Alexa
Toribio, Alejandro
Torres, Ashely
Truncale, Francis*
Valdez, Rodrigo
Valerio, Richard
Vasquez, Miguel*
Vassallo, Michelle
Verderber, Alyssa
Vignola, Megan*
Villanueva, Kassandra
Viteri, Cassandra*
Wahmann, Richard*
Weekes, Aashana
Weeks, April*
Weinstein, Anjelica
Wengert, Christopher
West, Safiyah*
White. Dante
Williams, Jonathan
Wilson, Kayla
Young, Matthew
Yuvienco, Nicolai

*National Honor Society

Chairman of the Board- Serphin R. Maltese Principal- Peter J. Mannarino
718 366-7400 68-02 METROPOLITAN AVENUE – MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379 www.ctkny.org
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The Azatyan Family Jewelers since 1969

 www.okgjewelry.com

$100 OFF
any $500 purchase 

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 9.6.13

Are you about to lose your diamond?

While you watch.
By appointment only. Limit 1 per customer. Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 9.6.13

!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair on the Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
While You Wait.
Viewing Permitted

We Buy Gold & Diamonds 
for Cash

Engagement Rings
Starting At $299  
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house, and they ruined 
it,” said Robert Draghi, 
who lives behind the fu-
ture medical facility in a 
brick home with his wife. 
Draghi, and others on the 
block, contend that when 
Pali Realty dug the founda-
tion, some dirt underneath 
their homes was sucked 
out, creating cracks in the 
walls, back patios and foun-
dations. Draghi’s house 
even began to lean back-
ward away from the curb, 
he said.

They hoped the city 
would withhold the special 
permit until the problem 

could be remedied. 
When the community 

board voted  -  to recommend 
approval of the special per-
mit, it did so on the condi-
tion the developer compen-
sate the homeowners, but 
that has not yet happened.

Pali contends it al-
ready offered to fix the 
homes before insurance 
companies got involved. 

Further the company 
said its general contractor  
is responsible for dealing 
with the homeowners and 
it is contractually prohib-
ited from intervening in 
insurance negotiations.

Draghi begs to differ 
and believes Pali’s insur-
ance should pay for him to 
rebuild his home, which 

an auditor hired by Draghi 
said is beyond repair.

The Astoria resident 
said an appellate court de-
cision from last year proves 
Pali is responsible, though 
he would rather take care 
of the matter without a 
judge’s involvement. Anoth-
er neighbor, however, has 
already filed suit in Queens 
Civil Supreme Court.

Homeowners got a visit 
from state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) Tuesday, when 
the lawmaker pledged to 
try to mediate a solution to 
the problem.

“Here’s another ex-
ample of when developers 
seem to have all the rights,” 
Avella said in Draghi’s 
backyard.

Avella was far from 
his northeast Queens dis-
trict, but close to the of-
fice of a councilman who 
is running against him for 
borough president.

“We would like to wel-
come Sen. Avella to an area 
he never sees — northwest 
Queens,” said Andrew Mo-
esel, a spokesman for Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria), a rival for the 
borough’s top post. “Coun-
cil Member Vallone has at-
tempted to help resolve the 
situation without holding 
needless press conferences 
only meant to draw more 
attention to a political can-
didacy.”

Without the company 
sucking water out of the 
ground and piping it into 
homes, the water table rose 
dramatically, Scarborough 
said. A former DEP com-
missioner estimated in 
2007 that the groundwater 
had crept up 35 feet.

The city does plan to 
reopen the wells, but not 
until 2018, when  a current 
upstate source of drinking 
water will be shut down. 
The city will compensate 
by returning to the ground 
of southeast Queens.

DEP did not respond to 
a request for comment as of 
press time.

The department has 
refused to open the wells 
any earlier, citing the cost, 
which is why residents 
have been in discussion 
with lawyer Mark Seitel-
man.

Seitelman attended 

a town hall meeting in 
March, and subsequently 
 interviewed about 50 people 
who may file property dam-
age claims against the city 
in civil court. 

“We are in the explor-
atory stage to see viability 
of cases,” he said.

Seitelman and the pos-
sible plaintiffs contend DEP 
created the flooding prob-
lem, which has forced sev-
eral institutions, including 
York College  and a nursing 
home, to have pumps run-
ning 24 hours a day and 
has destroyed basements of 
homes.

In addition to plans for 
taking the damage claims 
to civil court , Scarborough 
and state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) have in-
troduced legislation that 
would force DEP’s hand in 
activating the wells.

“It would require the 
city to resolve the issue,” 
he said.

State Assemblyman William Scarborough (c.) speaks at a ral-
ly outside the offices of the city Department of Environmental 
Protection. Photo by Juliet Kaye
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line, torn up by Hurricane 
Sandy with May 30 as the 
officially scheduled return 
of service. The Metropoli-
tan Transportation Au-
thority workers also built 
a seawall to guard against 
further such destruction by 
nature.

Bloomberg announced 
that weekday ferry service 
between Beach 108th Street 

and Beach Channel Drive 
and Pier 11 in Lower Man-
hattan would continue for 
at least six weeks with the 
potential to go on through 
Labor Day, provided there 
is strong ridership.

Beginning July 4, en-
hanced weekend service 
between the Rockaways 
and Pier 11 in Lower Man-
hattan will also start with 
the addition of one ferry 
running in each direction 
on Saturday and Sunday 
through Labor Day. The 

weekend ferry will also 
stop at Beach 108th Street.

The weekday ferry will 
continue to be operated by 
Seastreak, which has run 
the service since right after 
Sandy struck and will oper-
ate on the same schedule 
during morning and eve-
ning rush hours. One-way 
fees will be $2.

TWFM Ferry Inc. will 
operate summer weekend 
service between Jacob Riis 
Park and Pier 11 in Man-
hattan, which it has done 

for several summers.
The city has agreed 

to subsidize an additional 
boat, which will make pos-
sible three morning runs 
from Manhattan to the 
Rockaways as well as three 
return runs in the evening. 
All weekend runs will now 
stop at Beach 108th Street 
and Beach Channel Drive. 
Weekend service may be 
increased or cut based on 
ridership.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said, “It 

is encouraging that despite 
the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Sandy, ferry 
service is still playing a 
vital role in the economic 
growth in New York City. 
The continuation of the 
Rockaway ferry service for 
at least six weeks demon-
strates the city’s commit-
ment to residents after the 
destruction of last year’s 
Superstorm Sandy by pro-
viding consumers a cost-ef-
fective method to commute 
into what were some of the 

city’s most devastated ar-
eas.”

“For the past six 
months, the ferry has been 
a vital lifeline for many 
of my constituents,” said 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). “I want to 
thank Mayor Bloomberg 
and his administration for 
continuing this important 
transportation option and 
expanding weekend ser-
vice.”

fall, Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
vision for Las Vegas-style 
casinos with table games 
is limited to the upstate re-
gion as he tries to lure tour-
ists north of Manhattan.

But representatives 
from the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 
Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corp., along with 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and state As-
sembly members Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park) and 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), 
said Queens has a facility 
ready for table games — and 
its own dire need for tourist 
revenue.

“Resorts World has 
created hundreds of jobs 
for Queens residents, has 
led to millions of dollars 
of local economic activity 
and has provided hundreds 

of thousands of dollars to 
local not-for-profits,” said 
Queens Chamber President 
Albert Pennisi, referring to 
Resorts World Casino New 
York City in South Ozone 
Park. “Adding table games 
would increase these num-
bers exponentially.”

Under the governor’s 
proposal, revealed earlier 
this month, three new casi-
nos with table games would 
be considered in upstate 
New York if voters approve 
full gaming in this fall’s 
statewide referendum. But 
his proposal states that no 

casino with table games 
will be allowed downstate, 
including at Resorts World, 
for at least five years.

“We believe there’s a 
market being created in 
upstate New York because 
there is no casino in New 
York City and to keep that 
competitive advantage we 
would say there would be 
no additional casinos for a 
period of five years,” Cuo-
mo said.

But Queens lawmakers 
do not agree with the gover-
nor’s upstate plans and are 
urging him to allow the ca-

sino at Aqueduct Racetrack 
to introduce full-scale gam-
ing. Addabbo said the in-
frastructure already exists 
at Resorts World and, one 
month after table gaming is 
legalized, the casino could 
generate more jobs and rev-
enue for the borough and 
state.

“Resorts World has 
done it right. Because of Re-
sorts World, we have 1,750 
new jobs, $710 million in ad-
ditional tax revenue and a 
great partner for local busi-
ness right here in Queens,” 
said Addabbo. “Why rein-
vent the wheel?”

The elected officials 
argued that Queens needs 
more opportunities for new 
jobs, especially after Hurri-
cane Sandy swept through. 
Goldfeder, who represents 
parts of the borough dev-
astated by the storm, said 
finding new and creative 
ways to help small busi-
nesses are imperative to 
rejuvenating the borough’s 
economy.
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Queens Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jack Friedman 
leads a group of officials calling on the governor to allow table 
games at Resorts World. Photo by Steve Mosco
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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