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SALUTING THOSE WHO SERVED

Thomas Long, commander of the American Legion Post 1424 (front l.) and U.S. Marine Sgt. Robert O’Malley carry a 
wreath to the memorial during the conclusion of the Forest Hills parade at Remsen Cemetery. See Memorial Day 
coverage on Pages 5, 6, 9, 20, 24. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Students at LaGuardia Com-

munity College Tuesday heard 
the firsthand account of a man 
who was freed from prison with 
help from another wrongly con-
victed man as well as his views 
on the criminal justice system 
that sent him to jail for nearly a 
quarter of a century for a mur-
der he did not commit. 

“What happens is when 
you’re not accustomed to the 
criminal justice system … you 
really don’t know and under-
stand that process,” William 
Lopez said at the college’s fifth 
annual criminal justice confer-

Exonerated man 
shares his story 

with LGA studentsBY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Delta celebrated one of its 

largest investments in the met-
ropolitan area last week when 
the company cut the ribbon on 
the $1.2 billion first phase of the 
expansion of JFK’s Terminal 
4, and the airline has more in 
store.

“We can actually, just when 
we finish here, go do the ground-

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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BY STEVE MOSCO

A group of concerned 
elected officials and busi-
ness leaders gathered on 
the steps of Borough Hall 
in Kew Gardens this week 
to urge the governor to re-
consider rolling the dice on 
table gaming in the city.

With voters set to cast 
their ballots in a statewide 
referendum to legalize full-
scale gaming this fall, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s vision 
for Las Vegas-style casinos 
with table games is limited 
to the upstate region as he 
tries to lure tourists north 
of Manhattan.

But representatives 
from the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 
Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corp., along with 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and state As-
sembly members Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park) and 

Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), 
said Queens has a facil-
ity ready for table games 
— and its own dire need for 
tourist revenue.

“Resorts World has 
created hundreds of jobs 
for Queens residents, has 
led to millions of dollars 
of local economic activity 
and has provided hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to 
local not-for-profits,” said 
Queens Chamber President 
Albert Pennisi, referring to 
Resorts World Casino New 
York City in South Ozone 
Park. “Adding table games 
would increase these num-
bers exponentially.”

Under the governor’s 
proposal, revealed earlier 
this month, three new casi-
nos with table games would 
be considered in upstate 
New York if voters approve 
full gaming in this fall’s 
statewide referendum. But 
his proposal states that no 
casino with table games 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The city granted a cru-

cial permit to developers 
of a controversial Astoria 
medical facility last week 
against the wishes of neigh-
bors who contend construc-
tion crews did irreparable 
damage to their property.

On May 21, the city 
Board of Standards and 
Appeals granted a special 
permit to Pali Realty, the 
company that began con-
structing the eight-story 
structure, at 23-25 31st St., 
after the city Department 
of Buildings approved the 
plans in March, 2011, ac-
cording to the developers.

Pali, run by Yianni 
Konstantinidis, had com-
pleted about 80 percent of 
the building before an audi-
tor found a mistake in the 
July, 2012.

The second story of the 
building, beginning 23 feet 
in the air, is supposed to 
be set back 30 feet from the 
edge like a giant step, but 
was instead designed as a 
20-foot setback.

Construction on the 
back of the building was 
stopped, but last week’s 
special permit essentially 
legalizes the mistake.

“The special permit is-
sued by BSA will allow the 
development of a beneficial 
medical office building in 
western Queens, an area 
that is vastly under served 
in its medical needs,” a 
spokesman said.

That did not sit well 
with homeowners, who 
maintain the city gave away 

its only bargaining chip in 
the fight to win compensa-
tion to fix their homes.

“This was our grow-
old house, and they ruined 
it,” said Robert Draghi, 
who lives behind the fu-
ture medical facility in a 
brick home with his wife. 
Draghi, and others on the 
block, contend that when 
Pali Realty dug the founda-
tion, some dirt underneath 
their homes was sucked 
out, creating cracks in the 
walls, back patios and foun-
dations. Draghi’s house 
even began to lean back-
ward away from the curb, 
he said.

They hoped the city 

would withhold the special 
permit until the problem 
could be remedied. 

When the community 
board voted  -  to recommend 
approval of the special per-
mit, it did so on the condi-
tion the developer compen-
sate the homeowners, but 
that has not yet happened.

Pali contends it al-
ready offered to fix the 
homes before insurance 
companies got involved. 

Further the company 
said its general contractor  
is responsible for dealing 
with the homeowners and 
it is contractually prohib-
ited from intervening in 
insurance negotiations.

Draghi begs to differ 
and believes Pali’s insur-
ance should pay for him to 
rebuild his home, which 
an auditor hired by Draghi 
said is beyond repair.

The Astoria resident 
said an appellate court de-
cision from last year proves 
Pali is responsible, though 
he would rather take care 
of the matter without a 
judge’s involvement. Anoth-
er neighbor, however, has 
already filed suit in Queens 
Civil Supreme Court.

Homeowners got a visit 
from state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) Tuesday, when 
the lawmaker pledged to 
try to mediate a solution to 
the problem.

“Here’s another ex-
ample of when developers 
seem to have all the rights,” 
Avella said in Draghi’s 
backyard.

Avella was far from 
his northeast Queens dis-
trict, but close to the of-
fice of a councilman who 
is running against him for 
borough president.

“We would like to wel-
come Sen. Avella to an area 
he never sees — northwest 
Queens,” said Andrew Mo-
esel, a spokesman for Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria), a rival for the 
borough’s top post. “Coun-
cil Member Vallone has at-
tempted to help resolve the 
situation without holding 
needless press conferences 
only meant to draw more 
attention to a political can-
didacy.”

Queens Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jack Friedman 
leads a group of officials calling on the governor to allow table 
games at Resorts World. Photo by Steve Mosco

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) points to a crack in the patio of Lisa 
Draghi. Photo by Joe Anuta

Offi cials urge Cuomo 
to allow city gaming

Astoria med center gets OK
City issues permit to restart construction on controversial project
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BAYSIDE TIMES (USPS#025088) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc.., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2013. All rights reserved. The newspaper will 
not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Bayside Times C/O  News Community Newspaper Holdings 
Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361.

Police Blotter ........................................................ 8
Editorials & Letters ....................................... 10-11
Focus on Queens ................................................24
Focus on Health ......................................... 29-32

Q Guide .......................................................... 33-38
Business ............................................................... 40
Sports ............................................................ 43-45
Classified ....................................................... 46-51

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2013 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4537 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  General: (718) 225-7117 — Editorial (718) 224-2934 
  Display: (718) 260-4537 — Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 E-MAIL:    Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4590   



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 31-J

UNE 6, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

3

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Hundreds  lined the 

block around St. Albans’ 
Greater Allen A.M.E. Ca-
thedral last week to re-
member D’aja Robinson 
as police continue to in-
vestigate the 14-year-old’s 
senseless killing on a city 
bus.

The mourners, many 
of them youngsters, 
packed the sidewalk under 
overcast skies waiting to 
get into the church for the 
funeral Friday morning.

“[T]hey say when it 
rains during a funeral, it 
means the gates of Heaven 
opened up to bring their 
Angel home,” tyi_baby1 
posted on Twitter along 
with photos of two white 
horses pulling a white 
carriage carrying D’aja’s 
white casket. “You’re safe 
up there now baby girl.... 

Taken too soon[.]”
Queens native Curtis 

“50 Cent” Jackson posted 
a story from his website on 
his Facebook page saying 
the hip-hop star had paid 
for the horse-drawn car-
riage as a gesture of soli-
darity with his hometown 

southeast Queens commu-
nity.

“Stand up thing to do,” 
one commentator wrote on 
Jackson’s Facebook page. 
“Unfortunate that our 
children cannot even ride 
a city bus without think-
ing of their safety. I’m 

sure that her family is re-
lieved to not have worried 
about the financial part of 
mourning their daughter. 
I have a 6-year-old lil man, 
and worry all the time 
about senseless crime, that 
our children get caught in 
the middle of. Sad world to 

live in these days.”
Police Wednesday 

said they had released a 
suspect who was taken 
into custody for question-
ing the previous week and 
were still investigating 
the May 18 shooting that 
left D’aja — or D’asia, as 
she was known to friends 
— dead.

D’aja was riding the 
Q6 bus home in the rain 
with a friend from a Sweet 
16 party the two had at-
tended.

As the bus sat idling 
near the intersection of 
Rockaway and Sutphin 
boulevards in South Ja-
maica, an unknown gun-
man with possible gang 
connections opened fire 
at the bus, shooting at 
least nine rounds from a 
.40-caliber handgun be-
fore fleeing into Baisley 
Pond Park, police said.

D’aja was fatally 
struck in the head.

During a rally near 
the bus stop several days 
after the shooting, D’aja’s 
mother thanked the com-
munity for their outpour-
ing of support and de-
nounced the violence that 
had taken her daughter’s 
life.

A $22,000 reward is 
being offered for informa-
tion leading to the arrest 
and conviction of her kill-
er, who was described as a 
man between the ages of 18 
and 24.

Anyone with informa-
tion can contact NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS. Tip-
sters can also visit nypd-
crimestoppers.com or send 
a text to 274673 (CRIMES) 
and then enter TIP577.

Students make their way to pay their respects to D’aja Robinson, the 14-year-old girl who was killed 
on a city bus when she was struck by an errant bullet. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Friends and family say goodbye to teen killed on bus
50 Cent springs for horse-drawn carriage to remember D’aja Robinson as cops hunt for shooter

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!
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BY JOE ANUTA

Lawmakers and hom-
eowners fed up with flood-
ing in southeast Queens 
are moving forward with 
legal means to try and force 
the city Department of En-
vironmental Protection to 
alleviate the problem.

Lawmakers have 
drafted bills and homeown-
ers are exploring lawsuits. 

State Assemblyman 
William Scarborough (D-
Jamaica), the Queens chap-
ter of the National Action 
Network and community 
leaders rallied outside the 
department’s offices last 
Friday and accused the city 
of willfully ignoring fixes 
to the rising water table.

“The rally was to pro-
test the fact we still do not 
have a solution to the flood-
ing in southeast Queens 
and that people’s homes 
are still being flooded by 
the groundwater,” Scarbor-
ough said.

The community has 
repeatedly called on the 
city to restart wells it shut 
down in 1996 after purchas-
ing them from the Jamaica 
Water Co.

Without the company 
sucking water out of the 
ground and piping it into 
homes, the water table rose 
dramatically, Scarborough 
said. A former DEP com-

missioner estimated in 
2007 that the groundwater 
had crept up 35 feet.

The city does plan to 
reopen the wells, but not 
until 2018, when  a current 
upstate source of drinking 
water will be shut down. 
The city will compensate 
by returning to the ground 
of southeast Queens.

DEP did not respond to 
a request for comment as of 
press time.

The department has 
refused to open the wells 
any earlier, citing the cost, 
which is why residents 
have been in discussion 
with lawyer Mark Seitel-
man.

Seitelman attended 
a town hall meeting in 
March, and subsequently 
 interviewed about 50 people 
who may file property dam-
age claims against the city 
in civil court. 

“We are in the explor-
atory stage to see viability 
of cases,” he said.

Seitelman and the pos-
sible plaintiffs contend DEP 
created the flooding prob-
lem, which has forced sev-
eral institutions, including 
York College  and a nursing 
home, to have pumps run-
ning 24 hours a day and 
has destroyed basements of 
homes.

In addition to plans for 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Six candidates for bor-

ough president disclosed 
the contents of their war 
chests earlier this month, 
but those at the front of the 
pack did not necessarily 
raise the most money in the 
borough they seek to repre-
sent.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), businessman 
Everly Brown, City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), former Democrat-
ic state Assemblywoman 
Melinda Katz, Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) are all 
hoping to replace current 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, who has served 
three terms.

The latest city Cam-
paign Finance Board fil-
ings from May 15 were ex-
amined for money given by 
Queens residents, Manhat-
tan residents, supporters 
from the other boroughs 
and outside New York City 
altogether.

Only the candidates 
who qualified for the city’s 

matching funds program, 
where the board will chip 
in $6 for every $1 donated 
by a city resident up to $175, 
were compared.

Some of the Manhattan 
contributions were from 
unions that also were active 
in Queens. Some donations 
from outside Queens were 
from people who work in 

the borough, although they 
would not be able to vote in 
September’s borough presi-
dent primary.

Overall, Vallone is 
far ahead of the pack, with 
more than $1 million in his 
account, but most of that 
money is left over from his 
previous runs for Coun-
cil. Since 2010, Vallone has 

racked up about $197,000, 
records show. Of that total, 
about $83,000, or 42 percent, 
was raised in the borough, 
which makes it the second 
highest percentage in the 
field and the third biggest 
amount. Vallone’s next big-
gest source of donations 
was from outside the five 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
After one branch of 

city government issued 
several Willets Point busi-
ness owners violations and 
shut down their body shops 
earlier this month , another 
branch will now pay to fix 
them.

On May 17, inspectors 
from the city Department 
of Buildings closed  two 
lots housing several auto 
businesses in the Iron Tri-
angle.

At one property, on 
the corner of 38th Avenue 
and 126th Street, inspec-
tors determined a building 
had been illegally subdi-
vided into five shops. They 
shuttered the whole group. 

Across the street, inspec-
tors enforced an order to 
vacate issued in 2009 re-
garding support joists hold-
ing up the sheet metal roof.

The lots were both pur-
chased by the city Housing 

and Preservation Depart-
ment in 2009, records show, 
making the Bloomberg ad-
ministration the landlord.

“All we want is fair 
treatment,” said Akram 
Mohibi, one of the business 

owners. “We all have fami-
lies. We’re not doing any-
thing illegal.”

Mohibi was speaking 
at a news conference called 
by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) Tuesday, where 
he said the city’s actions 
constituted harassment.

“These were all pre-
existing violations when 
the city took over,” he said. 
“Unfair treatment has got 
to stop.”

Avella contends the 
businesses were being 
targeted because they lie 
in the footprint of a $3 bil-
lion project to redevelop 23 
acres of Willets Point.

The developers, which 
include Sterling Equities, 

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) stands with tenants at Willets Point to 
protest the recent shuttering of shops. Photo by Joe Anuta

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. and Melinda Katz have the biggest campaign war chests, but did not 
recently raise the most amount of cash in Queens. Photo by Steven Malecki

State Assemblyman William Scarborough (c.) speaks at a ral-
ly outside the offices of the city Department of Environmental 
Protection. Photo by Juliet Kaye

City pays to fi x shuttered Willets shops

Boro funds drive beep race 
Hopefuls depend on Queens donations to swell their campaign coffers

Residents plan to sue 
DEP to end fl ooding

Continued on Page 39

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

An Astoria soldier who 
had to give up his beloved 
blue brindle pitbull when 
he headed to boot camp is 
hoping his little crooner 
will find a new owner with 
help from an animal rescue 
coalition.

Before Sal Lopez 
shipped off to three months 
of basic training in Geor-
gia, he sent his 3-year-old 
pup Sinatra to Glen Wild 
Animal Rescue in Cherry 
Valley, N.Y., where the dog 
will stay until he is adopt-
ed.

“They had desper-
ately been trying to find a 
home and hadn’t been able 
to locate one,” said Jane 
Hoffman, president of the 
Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s 
Animals, the lead agency 
in a network of more than 
150 animal rescues groups 
and shelters that placed Lo-
pez’s Old Brown Eyes in the 
foster location.

The group coordinated 
Sinatra’s foster placement.

“We are just hope to 
find the perfect home for 
him,” she said.

And Lopez and his rel-
atives are wishing for the 
same thing.

His grandmother, Ma-
ria Lopez, has been keep-
ing tabs on the pooch and 
whether anyone plans on 
adopting him.

“Sal’s grandmother 
calls regularly to check up 
on how he is doing,” Hoff-
man said.

Maria Lopez said her 
grandson adopted the dog 
when he was a 5-month-old 
puppy, fed him a special 
diet of Beneful chow and a 
raw egg and took the pooch 

Astoria GI seeks home
for his beloved pitbull

Continued on Page 42

Dozens of people flocked to 
Laurelton for the annual Memorial 
Day Parade, which began on 
Merrick Boulevard and conclud-
ed at Memorial Triangle, at 225th 
Street and North Conduit Avenue. 
Members of the Village Pacesetters 
Northeast Pathfinders Club (photo 
above) unfurl the American flag 
during the closing ceremony. U.S. 
Army veteran Arthur Anderson, 69, 
(l.) reflects during the Laurelton 
Memorial Day Parade. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Laurelton 
honors vets

Woodside celebrates its soldiers
Participants in the annual Woodside Memorial Day Parade started their procession at 
St. Sebastian’s Roman Catholic Church. (above.) Members of the Color Guard shoot off 
rifles on 61st Street. (l.) Photos by Yinghao Luo

Sinatra, a blue brindle pit bull, was put up for adoption by his own-
er, Sal Lopez of Astoria. Photo courtesy Mayor’s Alliance
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Howard Beach paid tribute to members of the military with its annual Memorial Day parade as (clockwise from left) wreaths are layed at Coleman Square and Jim Perry marches next to his grand marshal 
grandson, Coleman Pepperd, named after Bernard Coleman who died in World War II. Photos by Steven Malecki

Howard Beach honors veterans for their service

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
FENCE SALE!

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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REGENTS EXAMS
BEGIN JUNE 11
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 1000 
students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Joseph M. DeFronzo, Treasurer; Anthony Como, Esq., Counsel; 
Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Msgr. Nicholas W. Sivillo, Trustee; Brenda Evans, Trusee; Peter J. Mannarino, 
Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; Dolores St. Louis, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.

For Christ the King Senior, it’s as Easy as Pi
Michael Arguelles, a graduating senior, has for the third year in a row, won the Pi Memorization 
Contest sponsored by Christ the King High School.  The students were challenged to memorize 
the digits of Pi and were awarded cash prizes for their success.

Michael memorized 1,000 digits of Pi and accurately recited them before the judges of the 
contest.  Michael Arguelles, who will be attending CUNY Hunter College in the fall on a 
scholarship majoring in Mathematics, was a member of the Christ the King Math team that 
recently placed first in the New York State Mathematics League.

Pictured (from left): Serphin R. Maltese, Christ the King Board of Trustees President; Michael Arguelles, 
Pi Contest winner; Peter Mannarino, Principal; and Richard Hartman, Math Team Moderator. 

QUEENSBRIDGE — The city Police 
Department asked for help finding three 
suspects wanted in connection with an 
assault in the 114th Precinct, cops said.

The NYPD said the three black men 
between the ages of 17 and 19 were aboard 
a Manhattan-bound F train around 7:20 
p.m. May 7 when they got into a verbal 
dispute with three dance show perform-
ers.

Police said the three suspects then al-
legedly attacked one of the dancers as the 
train approached the 21st Street-Queens-
bridge subway station, striking him nu-

merous times in the head and body.
The suspects then fled the station 

and the victim was taken to Cornell Hos-
pital, cops said.

Blotter

SOUTH RICHMOND HILL — Police have re-
leased additional images of two suspects wanted 
in connection with the stabbing death of a man 
outside a club in South Richmond Hill May 12.

Police say Stephen James, 21, approached 
two officers the night of the incident with a stab 
wound in his stomach.

He died one day later.

HOLLIS — A teen faces up to 25 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to the shocking 2011 shooting of 
a newlywed during a botched robbery, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said.

Ian Green, 19, pleaded guilty Tuesday to man-
slaughter, robbery and weapons charges related to the 
shooting of 23-year-old Rabia Mohammed in March 
2011, Brown said.

Mohammed and her husband, who had been wed 
only five short months, were walking at about 8:30 p.m. 
March 13, 2011, when they were approached from be-
hind by Green and three alleged accomplices, Brown 
said.

Two of the other teenagers allegedly threw Moham-
med’s husband to the ground as Green struggled to take 
her purse, the DA said. Green pulled out a 9mm pistol 
and fired one fatal shot into her chest, Brown said.

Supreme Court Justice Richard Buchter indicated 
he would sentence Green to 25 years in jail June 17, the 
DA added.

Green’s suspected accomplices were awaiting trial 
on second-degree murder and other charges involved in 
the shooting incident, Brown said.
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BREAKING NEWS

Myrtle Ave. decked 
with stars & stripes
Dozens of people marched in the an-
nual Ridgewood-Glendale Memorial Day 
Parade Monday Monday. (Clockwise from 
top l.) Lolly of the American Bombshells 
strikes a pose; Connie Martinez walks 
the route in honor of her father Melito 
Martinez and her son Erick Rodriguez, 
who both served in the U.S. military; and 
the Pereyra family waves flags as the 
parade makes its along Myrtle Avenue. 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado 

Maspeth celebrates Memorial Day
Marchers paid tribute to the fallen during the annual Memorial Day Parade. (Clockwise from l.) Grand 
Marshals Joseph Papavero and Maryanna Zero place a wreath in honor of those who died in World 
War 1; vintage cars make their way along the route; and WWII Veteran John Kempisty, 92, waves to the 
participants from the sidelines. Photos by Steven Malecki
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OTHER VOICES

QUEENS NEEDS
GREENMARKETS

Hunger is a daunting and sometimes invisible prob-
lem in Queens. Even in some of the borough’s more afflu-
ent neighborhoods, working couples and single mothers 
struggle to feed their families — another statistic among 
the data showing that one in six Americans suffers from 
what the government calls “food insufficiency.”

Back in 2009-11, before Hurricane Sandy ravaged 
parts of the borough’s safety net for the poor, the New York 
City Coalition Against Hunger estimated that 17 percent of 
Queens residents had insufficient food, up from 13 percent 
in 2006-08. Food pantries were overwhelmed, particularly 
as the recession eliminated marginal jobs, and the demand 
for food stamps rose.

After the hurricane, the numbers continued to rise 
and now one in four children in the city is classified as 
hungry.

A new report from the City Council about food stamps 
has delivered encouraging news. At the city-run green-
markets, food stamp use has surged by 30 percent over the 
past year. The Council has paid for Electronic Benefits 
Transfer card scanners at the greenmarkets since 2006 
and food stamp users have gotten the message that fresh 
food is an option for them, too.

The trend has also paid big dividends to the small 
farmers who supply the produce and greenmarkets.

The Corona and Astoria greenmarkets get more than 
65 percent of their revenue from food stamp users with 
EBT cards and Health Bucks, which expand their buying 
power for fresh food. The markets also take coupons from 
a federal program to bring locally grown food to the na-
tion’s needy.

The Council report found that when healthy food is 
made available to low-income New Yorkers, an increasing 
majority of their food stamp dollars have been spent on 
produce and other elements of a balanced diet as the share 
spent on baked goods declined.

What is needed in Queens is more greenmarkets in 
neighborhoods where many families rely on food stamps 
but have limited access to healthy food. Fast food chains 
beckon and the corner bodega has little to offer in terms 
of produce.

Of the city’s 54 greenmarkets, the county lays claim 
to eight, all in western Queens. Southeast Queens would 
benefit greatly from a greenmarket. It’s time for the city 
to bring more fresh and affordable produce to this hungry 
outerborough.

We must be better prepared for disasters

O
ur planet’s climate 
is changing. The 
impact on our daily 
weather has been 

extreme. Look at the tor-
nado that hit northeast 
Queens, Hurricane Sandy, 
the amount and severity of 
recent tornados in Oklaho-
ma and other parts of our 
country, serious drought in 
some areas like Mississip-
pi, huge snowfalls in other 
states and gale force winds 
causing fires to spread.

One of my concerns 
with this problem is how 
to communicate with peo-

ple when disaster is about 
to hit. Where do you go? 
What precautions should 
be taken? How do you pro-
tect yourself and your fam-
ily? Does everyone know 
what to do in an impending 
weather danger?

When I asked where to 
go in an emergency, I was 
told Bayside High School or 
York College. But what if ev-
eryone showed up at these 
locations? What would se-
nior citizens and those with 
limited mobility and other 
handicapped conditions 
do? There would never be 

enough room to shelter and 
protect thousands of people 
at these sites. It would be 
chaos. This is a citywide 
problem and probably a 
statewide and nationwide 
one as well.

It seems to me that we 
need to think now about fu-
ture emergency situations. 
People must be prepared. 
It does not appear that we 
are adequately ready. And 
remember, we live on an 
island with a limited num-
ber of bridges and tunnels 
to use. Most of us would be 
unable to leave.

Perhaps we should con-
sider using a siren system 
to alert people of a weather 
danger. Upon hearing the 
siren, people would then be 
able to take appropriate ac-
tion to protect themselves 
and their loved ones.

We are living in scary 
times. It brings to mind 
these words from a spiritu-
al, “I ran to the rock to hide 
my face, And the rock cried 
out, There ain’t no hiding 
place down here.”

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside
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Return PS 130 to District 26

P
S 130, at 200-01 42nd 
Ave. in Bayside, cur-
rently mainly serves 
District 25 students. 

The school, however, is geo-
graphically in District 26 
and historically was a K-6 
and K-8 school for students 
living on the Auburndale-
Bayside border.

Through political ma-
nipulation, the school was 
closed to local children, 
and after several incarna-
tions became what it is to-
day. Many of the students 
are bused in from other 
parts of District 25, while 
the local children are 
bused to overcrowded Dis-
trict 26 schools. This makes 
no sense considering the ef-
fect on students’ education 
and the prohibitive cost of 
busing children. Children 
living across or down the 
street from PS 130 cannot 
attend their neighborhood 
school, which they could 
get to by walking.

The Auburndale Im-
provement Association Inc. 
is circulating a petition 

calling for the return of PS 
130 to neighborhood chil-
dren. We realize the edu-
cation of the students cur-
rently attending the school 
must not be disrupted. The 
changeover would have to 
be gradual. We also believe 
the program at the school 
for special needs students 
should stay because we 
believe there would still 
be sufficient room for lo-
cal children on the upper 
floors of the building.

The response that we 
have been getting from the 
petition in the community 
is overwhelming and pow-
erful. The feeling is that 
returning PS 130 to District 
26 is in the best interests 
of the students and the sta-
bility of the surrounding 
neighborhood.

The civic organization 
has written to the city De-
partment of Education, the 
city School Construction 
Authority, the superinten-
dents of Districts 25 and 26, 
Community Board 11, local 
elected leaders and those 

candidates seeking office 
in this area this year, con-
cerning this situation.

When the petitions are 
complete, we will forward 
copies to all of the above 
so they can receive the full 
impact of the comments on 
those petitions regarding 
the need to return PS 130 to 
the community.

Returning PS 130 to 
District 26 should reduce 
some of the overcrowding 
in schools where local stu-
dents are now being bused 
to every school day. The 
present controversy as to 
where to site a new elemen-
tary school in District 26 
may then be moot or at 
least it may place emphasis 
on siting a new school else-
where in District 26, or in 
District 25, at an appropri-
ate place agreeable to the 
community.

Henry Euler
First Vice President

Auburndale Improvement 
Association Inc.

Bayside

Fix buses in the Rockaways

I 
was waiting for a bus 
Thursday, May 9, at 
Liberty Avenue going 
southbound towards 

Rockaway at 8:58 am.
Two Q52 buses stopped 

and I jumped on the first 
one. The bus stopped at 
Beach 92nd Street and 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard.

I walked to Beach 95th 
Street when two more Q52s 
and a Q53, which I missed, 
passed me. So I waited for 
a Q22 that did not show. Fi-
nally, another Q53 showed 

up and it took me to Beach 
105th Street. I got off the 
bus at 11:03 am.

This trip usually takes 
30 minutes. I was curious 
and waited another 10 min-
utes to confirm the routine 
disaster of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. 
Three Q22 buses passed me 
and then two Q53 buses.

Why doesn’t the Q52 
stop at 95th Street and 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard coming to Rockaway? 
Why doesn’t the Q52 going 
toward Broad Channel also 

stop at Beach 94th Street 
near the 100th Precinct 
to improve shorter walk-
ing distances to the Q22 
and Q53 connections? This 
would help a little bit.

The MTA would call 
this on-time and routine. 
I call this third world, un-
reliable, communistic, bu-
reaucratic monopoly junk.

Keep trying, MTA. You 
might get it right someday.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

Left-wing right on guns, gov’t

A 
short while ago, the 
Vatican agreed with 
President Barack 
Obama concerning 

the need for gun control. 
Recently, West Point did an 
in-depth study on conserva-
tives and liberals.

The Combating Terror-
ism Center at the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point 
released a study warning 
against American far-right 
groups, including the anti-
federalist movement and 
strong limited government 
activists. It was also con-
cerned with the ease with 
which they so flagrantly 
can obtain weapons.

The analysis was con-
ducted by West Point Pro-
fessor and CTC Director 
of Terrorism Studies Arie 
Perliger. The report was 

titled “Challengers from 
the Sidelines: Understand-
ing America’s Violent Far-
Right.”

The report also draws 
correlation between past 
mainstream conservatism 
and what it dubs as today’s 
violent far-right. The study 
then goes on to laud liberals 
as forward-thinking while 
maintaining that conserva-
tives harbor a more archaic 
mindset: “While liberal 
worldviews are future- or 
progressive-oriented, con-
servative perspectives are 
more past-oriented, and in 
general are interested in 
preserving the status quo.”

He also characterizes 
the liberal-democratic sys-
tem as inclusive and “de-
signed to emphasize civil 
rights” while far-right ide-

ology inherently “excludes” 
minorities.

Perliger also identified 
limited government activ-
ists as belonging to one of 
three categories: “a racist/
white supremacy move-
ment, an anti-federalist 
movement and a fundamen-
talist movement.”

First, the Vatican 
aligns with the liberal gun-
control advocates, and then 
the military-breeding West 
Point applauds the liberal 
approach to government.

What could be next?
Watch out National 

Rifle Association: The good 
guys are coming for you.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Take precautions while online

I
n the aftermath of the 
Boston Marathon bomb-
ings, we are reminded 
of the importance of 

re-evaluating our security 
procedures, but we also 
must be conscious of anoth-
er challenge: the threat to 
our personal information 
from cyber attacks.

Cyber intrusions, 
most recently from hack-
ers with Chinese Internet 
protocol addresses, have 
compromised the safety of 
our personal information 
on our computers. Just the 
other day, a fake tweet sent 
by hackers from the Associ-
ated Press’ Twitter account 
was able to briefly send the 
stock market into a free-
fall.

With this in mind, I 
would like to outline a few 
things you can do on your 
computers at home to pro-
tect your privacy online 
and make sure computer 
hackers and spammers 
cannot access your person-
al accounts or information. 
The following information 
applies to your e-mail and 

social media accounts:
1. Use a strong pass-

word. Your password 
should be something that 
is not easy to guess. The 
longer the password, the 
safer your personal infor-
mation. Passwords should 
have uppercase and lower-
case characters, numbers 
and punctuation marks. 
Some sites will tell you how 
strong a password is so you 
know how well-protected 
your account is.

2. Connect your mobile 
device to your accounts. 
Adding your social media 
and e-mail accounts to your 
mobile device will require 
that any password changes 
need to be confirmed by 
you through that device be-
fore they become effective. 
It is an additional layer of 
protection that is worth 
the extra text message or e-
mail you will receive from 
time to time to confirm 
changes.

3. Be careful what you 
click on and where you en-
ter information. A lot of 
hackers send e-mails and 

messages that look legiti-
mate and ask for your pass-
words and other personal 
information. This is called 
“phishing.” Hackers are 
good at making fake web-
sites that look identical to 
the legitimate ones, so it 
is important to be careful 
what you click on.

4. Never give out your 
password. No employee of 
any company will contact 
you through phone or e-
mail to ask for your pass-
word. If this happens to 
you, call the company and 
report it.

5. Download free anti-
virus software and scan 
regularly. Anti-virus soft-
ware is available and free 
online. You should per-
form a virus scan on your 
computer every few weeks. 
Some good programs are 
Avast or AVG, which can be 
downloaded at avast.com 
and free.avg.com.

Steve Israel
U.S. Representative

(D-Bayside)

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JOE ANUTA

Most City Council 
incumbents in western 
Queens are running unop-
posed, but four hopefuls are 
vying for the seat of term-
limited Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria).

The Democrats in-
clude Democratic District 
Leader Costa Constan-
tinides and Monsignor 
McClancy High School vol-
leyball Coach Danielle De 
Stefano. Former 
New York Young 
Republican Club 
President Dan-
iel Peterson is 
competing for 
the spot on the Republican 
ticket, while environmen-
tal activist Lynne Serpe is 
running as the Green Party 
candidate.

Constantinides lives 
in Astoria and is currently 
the deputy chief of staff to 
City Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-

ows). The former president 
of the Queens Young Demo-
crats hopes to reduce class 
sizes in public schools, 
increase teachers, police 
and firefighter ranks and 
expand health-care options 
in Astoria. He has raised 
nearly $120,000 for his run, 
according to the city Cam-
paign Finance Board, and 
boasts endorsements from 
several large unions.

The Working Families 
Party, the New York Hotel 

& Motel Trades 
Council, 32BJ 
and the Com-
m u n i c a t i o n 
Workers of 
America have 

all backed Constantinides.
De Stefano is a fourth-

generation Astoria resident 
and mother of three who 
also sits on the Student 
Leadership Team Board of 
PS 234. 

She is concerned about 
providing senior housing, 
public safety and reining in 

real estate taxes for middle 
class homeowners. She has 
raised $2,666, according 
to the board, meaning she 
has not yet qualified for the 

matching funds program.
For every dollar do-

nated by a New York City 
resident, up to $175 per 
donor, the board chips in 

$6 in an effort to even the 
playing field and keep well-
financed special interests 
from having a monetary 
influence in elections.

But candidates have to 
reach a minimum thresh-
old to unlock the funds, 
and for Council candidates 
this year they must raise 
at least $5,000 from at least 
75 contributors who live 
in the district, which cov-
ers Astoria and portions of 
Jackson Heights and East 
Elmhurst. 

Peterson is a commer-
cial lease administrator 
at a real estate company 
called Time Equities. So far 
the GOPer has raised about 
$2,700, making him cur-
rently ineligible for match-
ing funds.

Peterson has nabbed 
several endorsements. The 
Queens County Republican 
Party, the Frank Kenna 
Republican Club of Astoria 
and the New York Young 
Republican Club have all 

backed his candidacy.
Peterson has said pub-

lic safety would be a prior-
ity if he were elected, and 
that he would like to add 
some balance to the over-
whelmingly Democratic 
makeup of the Council. 

Serpe is the project 
consultant for the Green-
ing Libraries Initiative at 
Queens Library and has 
worked as a community 
organizer for numerous 
nonprofit organizations.  
She hopes to discuss more 
open space, green jobs, 
and affordable housing on 
the campaign trail. She 
has raised only about $135, 
most of that a loan from 
her to the campaign, also 
making her ineligible for 
matching funds.

Council members 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Julissa Ferre-
ras (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) are running 
unopposed.

Costa Constantinides (clockwise from top l.), Danielle De 
Stephano, Daniel Peterson and Lynne Serpe are all running for the 
seat currently occupied by Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. 

Photos courtesy candidate campaigns

Four contenders line up to take Vallone’s seat

HAVE  YOU HAD YOUR  
ANNUAL EXAM?

9/11 Workers and Volunteers  
should be seen for their free and confidential  

monitoring exams every 12 months.

ARE YOU OVERDUE?
KEEP TRACK–COME BACK!

For further information call (888) 982-4748

www.CDC.gov/wtc
WTC Health Program

Services Available at Clinical Centers of Excellence in Manhattan, Queens,  
Brooklyn, Staten Island, Long Island, and New Jersey. 

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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Rates apply to IRA & Non-IRA CD’s
Rates apply to Astoria location only
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Your Friendly Banker

Michael A. Serao

Vice President, Regional Manager

For all your family & professional needs... 
we provide:

31-05 broadway, astoria, ny 11106 - 718.215.4000
3 grace avenue, great neck, ny 11021 - 516.686.0707

Experienced and supportive staff with one-on-one service

Competitive products for personal and business requirements 

Financial services for Non-Profit / Community Banking 

Junior savings account for children with no monthly service fees

ROTH and Traditional IRA accounts

Access to more than 50,000 Free ATM’s Nationwide   
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BY PHIL CORSO

This year’s 21st annual 
Queens Pride Parade and Mul-
ticultural Festival will pack a 
special punch as it makes it way 
down 37th Avenue.

Openly gay professional 
boxer Orlando Cruz was named 
a grand marshal for the festivi-
ties, scheduled for this Sunday 
at noon, in support of the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer communities throughout 
the borough and beyond. He came 
out to the athletic community in 
2012, making him one of the first 
professional athletes to do so.

“I am proud to be who I am 
— a Puerto Rican and gay,” said 
Cruz, a former Olympian and 
fourth-ranked featherweight. “I 
am honored to be grand marshal 
in the Queens Pride Parade and I 
hope that the young people watch-
ing and marching in the parade 
are also proud of who they are.”

The parade organizers also 
chose advocacy group PRYDE/

Make the Road as a grand mar-
shal because of its involvement in 
public policy issues. Its members 
range in age from 14 to more than 
50  and work to empower LGBTQ 
communities in Brooklyn and 
Queens through the LGBTQ Jus-
tice Project.

The Queens Pride Parade 
will begin at 85th Street and 37th 
Avenue in Jackson Heights and 
end at 75th Street. Each year the 
route features a large display of 
vibrant and booming floats filled 
with more than 40,000 enthusias-
tic and proud participants.

Emcees Marcus Woolen and 
Candy Samples will also be host-
ing a reviewing stand in front of 
the Jackson Heights Post Office 
for Queenie Awards, which are 
given to groups based on the inge-
nuity of their displays.

More than 100 vendors will 
set up shop along 37th Road and 
75th Street, and two stages will 
feature entertainment through-
out the day. The events will con-
clude with a performance by 

Bronx musician George LaMond, 
who has received several awards 
for his more than 20-year singing 
career.

Queens Pride will also de-
liver different events surround-
ing the parade and festival, with 
a May 30 kick-off party at Studio 

Square, at 35-33 36th St. in Long 
Island City, at 6 p.m. The event 
was planned in conjunction with 
Brooklyn Pride, New York City 
Pride, Out Astoria and Pride Alli-
ance of Long Island and requests 
a $10 donation at the door to ben-
efit the Ali Forney Center, which 
provides housing and social ser-
vices for LGBTQ youth through-
out the city.

The parade is sponsored by 
the Queens Lesbian and Gay Pride 
Committee and also includes lo-
cal youth and social groups in its 
goal to engage the community on 
issues important to the LGBTQ 
community. The committee also 
hosts an annual film series and a 
Winter Pride Dinner.

For more information on the 
Queens Pride Parade, visit queen-
spride.org or e-mail info@queen-
spride.org.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Confetti rains down on spectators and participants, including Jose Pimentel, who 
is dressed as a native American.

Queens LGBT pride to parade through Jackson Heights
Professional boxer Orlando Cruz chosen as grand marshal for boro’s annual multicultural festival

HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 
The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York
Hear From The Experts at FREE FLUSHING HOUSE Seminars

FREE Handouts, Refreshments For All Attendees
Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

1. 2.
3. 4. 5.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Two southeast Queens 

parent groups will host an 
education debate Monday 
featuring five of the  candi-
dates vying to replace City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), who must 
leave his post in City Hall 
next year because of term 
limits.

“Leroy Comrie gave a 
lot of money to the schools, 
especially through his 
[capital] funding, but we’re 
still finding the schools in 
District 29 are not what 
they should be,” said Ali-
cia Hyndman, of the Com-
munity Education Council 
for District 29, which will 
host the forum along with 
District 28’s CEC. 

“We want to have a 
chance to find out about 
the candidates and see 
what they have to say about 
how will they improve the 
schools,” she added. “Do 
they even know what net-
works are?  Some parents 
don’t even know. We want 
to see if they have any real, 
concrete plans to turn the 
district around.”

Networks are teams 
of educators that provide 
operational and instruc-

tional support to schools, 
and have been a contro-
versial hallmark of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s edu-
cational policies.

TimesLedger News-
papers is sponsoring the 
debate, which will start 
at 7 p.m. at the Campus 
Magnet Complex in Cam-
bria Heights, at 
207-01 116th Ave. 
The district cov-
ers St. Albans, 
Hollis, Cambria 
Heights, Jamaica, Baisley 
Park, Addisleigh Park and 
parts of Queens Village, 
Rosedale and Springfield 
Gardens.

As of Wednesday, five 
out of seven Democratic 
candidates  had confirmed 
they would attend the 
meeting, Hyndman said.

 Manny Caughman, 
a staffer in state Assem-
blyman William Scarbor-
ough’s (D-Jamaica) office 
and Community Board 12 
member, recently picked 
up the endorsement of the 
Queens Democratic Party.

Joan Flowers is an 
attorney and Democratic 
operative who has worked 
with U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) and 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 

(D-Hollis).
Greg Mays is chair-

man of CB 12’s Parks Com-
mittee and the founder of 
the A Better Jamaica non-
profit.

I. Daneek Miller is 
president of the Amal-
gamated Transportation 
Union’s Local 1056, which 

r e p r e s e n t s 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
T r a n s p o r t a -
tion Authority 
bus drivers and 

mechanics working in 
Queens. He has built a 
long list of labor endorse-
ments.

Sondra  Peeden 
worked for late Council 
members Juanita Watkins 
and Tom White Jr. as well 
as former Councilman Da-
vid Weprin. She started 
her own management con-
sulting firm and works 
part-time in Councilman 
Ruben Wills’ (D-Jamaica) 
office.

Bryan Block, chair-
man of CB 13, had still not 
confirmed his attendance 
and Hyndman said she had 
not heard from accountant 
Joseph Marthone, who 
last ran against Meeks for 
Congress.

SE Queens parents groups 
to host City Council forum

  
 

A Classic Doo Wop Extravaganza   

SATURDAY JUNE 8TH, 2013

Featuring: The Chiffons, Shirley 
Alston Reeves of the Shirelles, Larry 

Chance & the Earls, The Belmonts,  
The Acchords, hosted by Don K. Reed 

& music by DJ Pete.
 

Rock Around 
The Clock

Order tickets Today!
 rwnewyork.com

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
���������	
������������������ 

 

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take A or Q37. 

Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd Station EJZ LIRR 
Five candidates vying to replace Councilman Leroy Comrie (top l.) have confirmed their attendance 
at an education forum Monday night: Manny Caughman (clockwise from top c.), Joan Flowers, Greg 
Mays, I. Daneek Miller and Sondra Peeden. Photos courtesy candidates
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BY STEVE MOSCO

With the 2013 election 
season now underway, the 
field of candidates in south-
ern Queens is beginning to 
take shape.

Parts of the region 
were heavily devastated 
by Hurricane Sandy, in-
cluding Howard Beach, 
Hamilton Beach, 
Broad Channel, 
Rockaway, Belle 
Harbor and Breezy 
Point, represented by City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) in District 
32 along with Ozone Park, 
Lindenwood, Woodhaven 
and Richmond Hill.

Ulrich has raised 
$8,250 as of May 29 with 
contributions from the 
Plumbers Local Union, 
RSA-PAC and Taxpay-
ers for an Affordable New 
York, according to the city 
Campaign Finance Board. 
The councilman will be us-
ing those funds to defend 

his seat against Democratic 
District Leader Lew Simon, 
who announced his candi-
dacy earlier this month.

Simon, not current-
ly listed on the finance 
board’s website, finished 
second to Ulrich in the Feb-
ruary 2009 special election, 
but this time around the 
Rockaway resident will be 

the lone Democrat-
ic challenger.

Representing 
Middle Village, 

Glendale, Ridgewood and 
parts of Richmond Hill, 
Woodhaven and Forest 
Hills in District 30, Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) faces 
competition from commu-
nity activist and Middle 
Village resident Republi-
can Craig Caruana.

Crowley is already 
working hard gathering do-
nations, raising more than 
$141,000 as of May 29, with 
contributions and endorse-
ments from the United Fed-

eration of Teachers, the Cor-
rection Officers Benevolent 
Association, the Uniformed 
Firefighters Association 
and labor union 1199 SEIU, 
according to the CFB. She 
staged an unsuccessful run 
for Congress last year, los-
ing out to Flushing Demo-
crat Grace Meng.

Top issues on Carua-
na’s website include discre-
tionary spending, stopping 
the increase in property 
taxes, bringing more health 
care options to the district, 
enhancing education, in-
creasing small business 
support and reforming 
street parking.

Caruana has raised 
more than $24,000 with 
contributions from many 
Middle Village residents, 
as well as individuals from 
outside the state, according 
to the CFB.

A spokesman for Crow-
ley said although it is still 
early, the councilwoman 

will begin knocking on 
doors soon.

Meanwhile, represent-
ing Forest Hills, Rego Park 
and parts of Maspeth, Kew 
Gardens and Elmhurst in 
District 29, Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) has raised more 
than $75,000 as of May 29 
with contributions form 
the United Federation of 
Teachers and New Yorkers 
for Affordable Housing.

Koslowitz is being 
challenged by independent 
Jon Torodash, 31, a commu-
nity activist born in Forest 
Hills and currently living 
in Kew Gardens. Torodash 
refers to himself as a “Civic 
Virtue candidate,” in honor 
of the Borough Hall statue 
he fought to keep in place 
on Queens Boulevard in 
December.

Torodash has raised 
$1,195 as of May 29, mostly 
from Forest Hills and Kew 
Gardens residents, accord-
ing to the CFB.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (l.) faces Democratic challenger Lew Simon in the upcoming 2013 elec-
tion.

Candidates begin election bids in southern Queens

CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
TTHEHE BOARDBOARD OFOF TRUSTEESTRUSTEES,, ADMINISTRATIONADMINISTRATION,, FACULTYFACULTY && STAFFSTAFF WOULDWOULD LIKELIKE TOTO

CCONGRATULATEONGRATULATE THETHE CCLASSLASS OFOF 20132013 OOURUR STUDENTSSTUDENTS HAVEHAVE BEENBEEN AWARDEDAWARDED

OVEROVER $11$11 MILLIONMILLION DOLLARSDOLLARS IINN SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS

VVALEDICTORIANALEDICTORIAN: A: APRILPRIL WWEEKSEEKS** SSALUTATORIANALUTATORIAN: J: JESSICAESSICA OOLIVALIVA**
Adragna, Matthew
Agola, Pietro
Aguilera, Elster*
Ali, Zalina*
Ambo, Llazi
Ammirati, Gianna
Arce, Bethany
Arguelles, Michael*
Arquero, Christine*
Ashby, Ciara
Bajor, Cynthia*
Baldi, Charles*
Balram, Brandon
Banner, Christopher
Batista, Adrian
Beltre, Francisco
Bien-Aime, Vladimir*
Bihm, Victoria
Bisono, Jayme
Borders, Tyra
Bosco, Anthony*
Brecak, Milkica*
Brooks, Brianna
Brosnan, Erica*
Brown McAddley, Terrence
Butigian, Taylor
Byron, Geraldine
Caldwell, Emmanuel
Cali, Alexander
Canepa, Nicholas
Cantoral, Richard*
Capranzano, Stephanie
Carbajal, Gregory
Cariola, Giovanna*
Caselli, Jessica
Castro, Dayna
Castro, Steven
Chauca, Wilmer
Ciaravino, Stefano

Cobo, Wanda
Colclough, Kevin
Coleman, Jr., James
Colombo, Marco
Conklin, Matthew*
Contino, Nicholas
Cosbert, Isaiah
Cuervo, Naharai
Curbelo, Federico*
Curcio, Antonia
Curcuru, Calogero
Dagunduro, Oluwakemi*
Dancu, Steve
Davila, Eric
DeBernardo, Niki
DeJesus, Nadiuska
DelaCruz, Diego
DelAguila, Stephanie
DelGiorno, Victoria
DeSocio, Matthew
Dimitrov, Roussi
Doka, Samantha*
Dolphin, Jaclyn*
Dookie, Nicholas
Dulley, Matthew
Duran, Kearney
Dyndor, Natalia
Eldred, Carly
Engstler, Justin*
Espinoza, Jr., Oscar
Estrada, Eric
Estrella, Rafael
Felipe, Katelyn
Fernandez, Braian*
Flores, Jose
Fougy, Markendy
Fuchs, Jordan
Fuentes, Michael
Gagliardi, Giuseppe

Gajurel, Sriya
Gambino, Benito
Garcia, Andrew
Garcia, Jalen*
Gauthier, Amanda
Gluick, Matthew
Grant IV, Maynard
Grimaldi, Frank*
Guercio, Anthony
Guerra, Jessica
Guerriero, AnnaMaria
Gutierrez,Gabriel
Guye, Zari*
Guzman, Susan
Guzman, Vittoria
Harmon, Malik
Harris, Roneil*
Henderson, Elijah
Heredia, Eric
Hernandez, Kylee
Imrith, Ashley
Inzerelli, Anthony
Jagdeo, Devin
Jakupovic, Victor*
Jans, Michael*
Jaquez, Celix*
Jospeh, Katharine
Kaczorek, Patrycia
Kelly, Lauren
Kempijan, Natalie*
Khan, Zachary
Kirchner, Caitlin
Kong, David
Kujawa, Lauren
Kuruvilla, Ashika*
Kusik, Alexander*
Laborde, Jr., David A.*
Lall, Anthony
LaLuz-Rivera, Nina

Lee, Sangjin (Kevin)
LoCascio, Anthony*
Lopez, Ashley
Luciano, Desirae
Machuca, Glenda
MacNeil, Emily
Maher, Anthony
Mai, Phuong
Mantione, Joseph
Martin, Tyler
Martinez, Michael
Martinez, Kyara*
Martinez, Melissa
Matos, Jr., Tony
Mazzola, Mimma*
McInerney, Lauren
Meditz, Michelle*
Mejia, Cristal
Miller, Christopher
Mir, Alexis
Misior, Damian
Molina, Justen*
Montero, Ari
Morales, Chris
Morales, Sebastian
Moscoso, Daniela
Moscoso, John
Mounie, Vannie
Nam, Moses
Negron, Matthew
Neiss, Brittany
Nenadich, Francesca
Nguyen, Ngoc
Norman, Alessandra
Ogando, Sergio, Joaquin*
Oilva, Jessica*
Orsano, Melissa
Ortiz, Joana*
Ortiz, Victoria

Otero, Demi
Paliogiannis, Constantine
Perez, Alejandra*
Perez, Shai Anne
Phanartzis, Stelios
Piazza, Austin
Pisciotta, Joanne*
Pomara, Josephine
Porretto, Joseph
Prashad, Briana*
Provenzano, Frank
Pugh, Mya*
Questell, Kayla
Quinn, Ryan
Raczek, Weronika
Raia, Brittany*
Rakowicz, Angelica
Ramaglia, Gabriella
Ramirez, Christian
Reyes,Jordana*
Rijo, Franklin
Rivera, Daniel
Rivera, Kristy
Rivera, Stephanie
Roberts, Kijana
Robinson, Whitney*
Rodriguez, Kimberly
Rojas, Christian
Rudder, Morgan
Sadowski, Michael*
Saez, Mark
Sailsman, Castedra
Sala, Anthony
Salvati, Samantha*
San Andres, Ashley
Sanchez, Kaitlyn
Sanchez, Sarah
Santos, Kenya
Santos, Gabriela

Sarmiento, Catherine*
Savino, Deanna
Schaefer, Sierra*
Schiestel, Lorraine*
Senford, Joshua
Severe, Jonathan
Shields, Dejanae
Singh, Devin*
Smith Frank A.
Stewart, Turae
Terranova, James
Tewfik, Christina*
Tibball, James
TIrelli, Ashley
Tommaso, Alexa
Toribio, Alejandro
Torres, Ashely
Truncale, Francis*
Valdez, Rodrigo
Valerio, Richard
Vasquez, Miguel*
Vassallo, Michelle
Verderber, Alyssa
Vignola, Megan*
Villanueva, Kassandra
Viteri, Cassandra*
Wahmann, Richard*
Weekes, Aashana
Weeks, April*
Weinstein, Anjelica
Wengert, Christopher
West, Safiyah*
White. Dante
Williams, Jonathan
Wilson, Kayla
Young, Matthew
Yuvienco, Nicolai

*National Honor Society

Chairman of the Board- Serphin R. Maltese Principal- Peter J. Mannarino
718 366-7400 68-02 METROPOLITAN AVENUE – MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379 www.ctkny.org
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Everything at LIU Brooklyn
is designed to help you 
achieve your full potential.

▲ Over 200 undergraduate and 
graduate programs.

▲ Nationally recognized honors program. 

▲ Internships at top corporations 
and government agencies. 

▲ More than $170,000,000 in scholarships
and financial aid awarded annually.

APPLY FOR FALL 2013.
EXPRESS DECISION WEEK

June 3-8
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 

Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Receive an on-the-spot admission decision.

What to bring: 
High school and/or college transcripts

SAT/ACT scores (for incoming 
high school students only)

GRE/GMAT scores*

For more information: liu.edu/brooklyn/NYPost.
*Can be deferred until after enrollment for all programs in the 
School of Business and the Master of Public Health program.
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The future of a graffiti-
ridden warehouse in Long 
Island City does not seem 
like the type of project that 
warrants contentious meet-
ings packed with raucous 
residents — unless that 
warehouse is aerosol art 
haven 5Pointz.

Famous for its artistic 
freedom and graffiti-cov-
ered façade, the building, 
at 45-46 Davis St., is set to 
bow to the changing times 
as owner David Wolkoff 
expects to raze it by the 
end of the year in favor of 
two high-rise luxury apart-
ments.

Wolkoff presented 
his plans at a Community 
Board 2 meeting at PS 1 
last week and asked for 
a zoning change to allow 
1,000 residential units, all 
rentals, in a 41-story tower 
and a 47-story tower, which 

would be connected on the 
fifth floor with an espla-
nade.

The design plans show 
an indoor pool, a gym, an 
art gallery and a 200-spot 
parking garage. Wolkoff 
also envisions a courtyard 
with a 50-by-200-foot mural 
honoring the building’s 
graffiti glory. CB 2 will vote 
on Wolkoff’s application at 
its monthly meeting June 
6, the first step in the build-
ing’s last days.

“It is not the end until 
that last day,” said Mare 
Flageul, a 5Pointz volun-
teer who lives two blocks 
from the warehouse. “We 
are going to keep doing 
what we do until we are told 
to vacate.”

Flageul said she speaks 
on behalf of Jonathan Co-
hen, 5Pointz’s founder and 
curator known widely by 
his tag name, Meres One. 
According to Flageul, Co-

hen said his 11 years at 
5Pointz have been the most 
memorable of his life and 
his only disappointment is 
that the owners do not see 
it as the cultural gem it has 
become.

But while Cohen tries 
to put a brave face on his 
disappointment, many who 
attended the CB 2 meet-
ing last week, including 
Flageul, are venting their 
frustrations about a lack of 

respect they feel the owner 
and the community board 
are dishing out.

“They don’t love the 
art and they don’t respect 
it,” she said. “People come 
from all over the world 
to see this place and for 
a chance to contribute to 
it. Now it’s going to be re-
placed with two glass tow-
ers that will be obsolete in 
10 years.”

Neither Wolkoff nor the 
community board returned 
requests for comment, but 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
responded to Flageul’s crit-
icism of his “words, but no 
action.”

“The Wolkoff family’s 
proposal to redevelop the 
5Pointz Aerosol Art Cen-
ter is currently being de-
bated by the community,” 
Van Bramer said. “Last 
week Community Board 2 
held its first public hear-

ing on this proposed proj-
ect, which garnered much 
attention from the public. 
Next week, the community 
board will provide the pub-
lic another opportunity to 
provide their feedback on 
this proposal.”

Van Bramer said the 
public has a right to com-
ment on the owner’s ac-
tions, just as the owner has 
the right to make the pro-
posal and everyone will get 
their say.

“The public has the 
right to have their voices 
heard on this matter be-
cause I know they care 
about their community,” 
he said. “I look forward to 
hearing the entire commu-
nity’s perspectives on pro-
posal. Until this happens, I 
believe it is not my duty to 
circumvent the community 
review process until every-
one has had their say.”

Long Island City’s 5Pointz could face the bulldozer if the building’s 
owner gets his way. Photo by Christina Santucci

5Pointz owner meets with criticism in building project
Long Island City graffi ti hub may face last days as operator looks to construct luxury towers on site

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

With the return of the 
A train, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has also an-
nounced an extension of 
ferry service as the Rock-
aways edge toward recov-
ery from Hurricane Sandy. 
He also said weekend ferry 
service in the Rockaways 
would start July 4.

“The continuation of 
the weekday service will 
give Rockaway residents 
another transportation op-
tion and the expanded sum-
mer weekend service will 
make it easier for visitors 
to get to the Rockaways, 
bringing additional eco-
nomic activity to the beach-
es throughout the summer 
season,” Bloomberg said 
Tuesday. “We’re committed 
to helping the communities 
that were hit hard by Sandy 
rebuild, and this is another 
way for us to support the 
residents and small busi-
nesses of the Rockaways.”

New York City Tran-
sit workers have been toil-
ing feverishly to restore 
the tracks of the A train 
line, torn up by Hurricane 
Sandy with May 30 as the 
officially scheduled return 
of service. The Metropoli-
tan Transportation Au-
thority workers also built 
a seawall to guard against 
further such destruction by 
nature.

Bloomberg announced 
that weekday ferry service 
between Beach 108th Street 
and Beach Channel Drive 
and Pier 11 in Lower Man-
hattan would continue for 
at least six weeks with the 
potential to go on through 
Labor Day, provided there 
is strong ridership.

Beginning July 4, en-
hanced weekend service 
between the Rockaways 
and Pier 11 in Lower Man-
hattan will also start with 
the addition of one ferry 
running in each direction 
on Saturday and Sunday 
through Labor Day. The 
weekend ferry will also 
stop at Beach 108th Street.

The weekday ferry will 

continue to be operated by 
Seastreak, which has run 
the service since right after 
Sandy struck and will oper-
ate on the same schedule 
during morning and eve-
ning rush hours. One-way 
fees will be $2.

TWFM Ferry Inc. will 
operate summer weekend 
service between Jacob Riis 
Park and Pier 11 in Man-
hattan, which it has done 
for several summers.

The city has agreed 
to subsidize an additional 
boat, which will make pos-
sible three morning runs 
from Manhattan to the 
Rockaways as well as three 
return runs in the evening. 
All weekend runs will now 
stop at Beach 108th Street 
and Beach Channel Drive. 
Weekend service may be 
increased or cut based on 
ridership.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said, “It 
is encouraging that despite 
the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Sandy, ferry 
service is still playing a 
vital role in the economic 
growth in New York City. 
The continuation of the 
Rockaway ferry service for 
at least six weeks demon-
strates the city’s commit-
ment to residents after the 

destruction of last year’s 
Superstorm Sandy by pro-
viding consumers a cost-ef-
fective method to commute 
into what were some of the 
city’s most devastated ar-
eas.”

“For the past six 
months, the ferry has been 
a vital lifeline for many 
of my constituents,” said 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). “I want to 
thank Mayor Bloomberg 
and his administration for 
continuing this important 
transportation option and 
expanding weekend ser-
vice.”

“This is welcomed 
news for the residents and 
businesses of the Rockaway 
Peninsula,” said Borough 
President Helen Marshall. 
It will “bring much-needed 
transportation relief to its 
residents, who have en-
dured and persevered since 
Hurricane Sandy.”

“For the people of the 
Rockaways, this announce-
ment represents a critical 
move forward in the dura-
tion of bringing and keep-
ing much-needed trans-
portation services to the 
people on the peninsula,” 
said state Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Jamaica).

A ferry operated by Seastreak leaves Rockaway en route to 
Manhattan.

A train, weekend ferries 
come to the Rockaways

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The young Queens 
Village girl who took her 
own life was laid to rest 
earlier this week as the 
community struggled to 
come to grips with her 
death.

A funeral was held 
Tuesday at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Roman Catholic 
Church in Queens Village 
for 12-year-old Gabrielle 
Molina, who was found 
hanging in her home last 
week after she may have 
been bullied.

“Gabby you will for-
ever be in our hearts. 
Heaven has gained an an-
gel, & I hope [you’re] up 
there watching down on 
us,” Kayla Salick wrote 
in the 12-year-old’s online 
guestbook. “Thank you for 
leaving here with a lesson 
taught darling!”

The principal at Ga-
brielle’s school sent a letter 
to parents offering coun-

seling to students affected 
by her death.

“We are deeply sad-
dened by the death of one 
of our students,” IS 109 
Principal Karleen Adam-
Comrie wrote. “Members 
of our Crisis Response 
Team are available to meet 
with students individually 
and in groups today as well 
as over the coming days 
and weeks. Please contact 
the school office if you feel 
your child is in need of ad-
ditional assistance.”

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly said the inves-
tigators were looking into 
whether the young girl 
had been bullied online.

“She did write a sui-
cide note and there was 
information in the suicide 
note concerning bullying, 
cyberbullying,” he said.

Investigators had 
taken two computers from 
the girl’s home in search of 
clues.

An outpouring of 

sympathy and calls to get 
tough on bullying have fol-
lowed Gabrielle’s death.

City Councilman 

Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who represents 
the neighborhood and au-
thored the city’s anti-bul-

lying law, said Gotham’s 
schools still have a long 
way to go in order to eradi-
cate bullying.

“I was saddened to 
learn today about the un-
timely death of 12-year-
old Gabrielle Molina; my 
heart and prayers go out 
to her family and loved 
ones,” he said the day 
Gabriella’s body was dis-
covered . “As a sponsor of 
the anti-bullying legisla-
tion in the City Council, I 
am trying to eradicate all 
forms of bullying in our 
school communities. Ev-
ery school across this city 
needs an effective anti-
bullying program to help 
end our culture of cruelty 
that continues to destroy 
the lives of our children.”

The law, signed in 
summer 2011, authorizes 
the city Human Rights 
Commission to conduct 
education on cyberbully-
ing in schools, libraries 
and government agencies.

Democratic mayoral 
candidate Bill Thompson 
said school communities 
have to crack down on bul-
lying.

“Before any more 
lives are lost, before an-
other parent has to bury 
a child, we must make our 
schools safe for every stu-
dent. All of us — teachers, 
parents and leaders — are 
responsible for making 
classrooms safe learning 
environments for our chil-
dren,” he said. “The [city] 
Department of Education 
must act to end bullying in 
schools by assigning dedi-
cated staff tasked with 
combating bullying, and 
provide regular updates 
on steps to protect stu-
dents and families from 
this assault.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A funeral service was held earlier this week for 12-year-old 
Gabrielle Molina, who left a suicide note saying she was bullied.

Funeral service held for Queens Village girl

COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

1-J
UN

E 6
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
22

TL

into the rear door of the 
SUV.

The suspects then al-
legedly took turns watching 
Portugal — and torturing 
him — for the next month, 
the DA said.

“This is a terrifying 
story of a businessman 
allegedly being forcibly 
abducted off the streets of 
Queens County in broad 
daylight and being beaten 
and held against his will for 
more than a month while 
his alleged kidnappers de-
manded $3 million from 
relatives in Ecuador for his 
safe return,” said Brown. 
“In the process, the victim 
allegedly suffered physi-
cal injuries and has been 
deeply traumatized by the 
ordeal. The case warrants 
vigorous prosecution.”

After the abduction, 
Brown said Portugal was 
allegedly driven to a ware-
house on 43rd Avenue in 

Long Island City where his 
arms and legs were bound 
to a chair. The captors then 
allegedly beat him and de-
manded Portugal call his 
mother to request $3 mil-
lion in ransom.

Portugal was held 
captive from April 18 until 
May 20, during which time 
Brown said the assailants 
allegedly burned his hand 
with acid, threatened to cut 
off his fingers and beat him 
severely.

Portugal endured this 
torture until a member 
of the NYPD’s major case 
squad entered the building 
and found him bound to 
the chair. Another detec-
tive apprehended Acuna on 
Skillman Avenue.

Brown said Alves al-
legedly admitted to police 
that, “I didn’t treat him 
bad, I told him it was just 
business.”

BY STEVE MOSCO

A man held captive in 
a Long Island City ware-
house for more than a 
month was freed after his 
mother tipped off investi-
gators to the kidnappers’ 
ransom demands, authori-
ties said.

Three men have been 
charged with abducting 

Pedro Portugal, an Ecua-
dorian man from Wood-
side, and holding him for 
more than a month while 
demanding $3 million in 
exchange for his release, 
according to the Queens 
district attorney.

District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown, joined by Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly, 
identified the suspects as 

Christian Acuna, 35, of 
Corona; Dennis Alves, 32, 
of East Elmhurst; and Edu-
ardo Moncayo, 38, of Lynd-
hurst, N.J.

Brown said, accord-
ing to the charges, Portu-
gal, 52, was approached by 
Moncayo and an unidenti-
fied individual April 18 on 
Roosevelt Avenue in Jack-
son Heights. The district at-

torney said Moncayo alleg-
edly flashed what appeared 
to be an NYPD badge before 
forcing Portugal into an 
SUV.

A review of video sur-
veillance footage allegedly 
shows a sports utility ve-
hicle pull up outside the 
location, after which an in-
dividual grabbed another 
individual and forced him 

The Queens district attorney says Pedro Portugal was held in a 
warehouse on 43rd Avenue. Photo by Christina Santucci

DA charges three men with LIC kidnapping

HSBR011210089

Private Tutoring, Small Group Instruction, 
Classroom and Online Courses.

*Visit princetonreview.com/guarantee for details.
 Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with 
 The Princeton Review. The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.

 
(800-273-8439) 

OPEN FOR ANOTHER GO-AROUND
Children laugh as they ride the Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Carousel, which opened for a new season this week. 

Photo courtesy Parks Department
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The next time a ma-
jor storm hits Queens, one 
senator wants everyone to 
be prepared.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) urged 
the creation of an online 
communication center for 
storm-related information 
to be used in the weeks, 
days and hours before an 
expected major storm.

Schumer’s request 
comes after the U.S. Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration released 
a post-Hurricane Sandy 
service evaluation that rec-
ognized a host of problems 
with the way information 
about the superstorm was 
reported to the public.

The report recom-
mends the creation of 
storm.gov, a user-friendly 
website and mobile appli-
cation that would be a sin-

gle authority for extreme 
weather warnings, includ-
ing tropical storms, hurri-
canes and other dangerous 
weather patterns. Schumer 
said the public should not 
be subjected to contradict-
ing information regarding 
storm strength during such 
dire circumstances.

“There simply cannot 
be confusion about which 
agency’s website is the go-
to source during extreme 
weather  and that’s why 
I’m urging them to imple-
ment storm.gov, a one-stop 
source of accurate informa-
tion for emergency person-
nel, the media and impacted 

residents,” said Schumer. 
“I commend the work the 
National Weather Service 
and NOAA did in the days 
leading up to Superstorm 
Sandy, but their own report 
clearly indicates we have 
room for improvement 
when it comes to commu-
nication and keeping ev-

eryone in the know during 
these dangerous storms.”

The NOAA report, 
called Hurricane/Post-
Tropical Cyclone Sandy, 
found the evolution of the 
storm from a Category 3 
in the Caribbean to an in-
tense post-tropical cyclone 
before landfall resulted in 
city weather services issu-
ing warnings rather than 
the National Hurricane 
Center.

That decision led to 
confusion among emer-
gency managers and local 
reporters as to which web-
sites had the most up-to-
date information, accord-
ing to the report. It said 
the National Hurricane 
Center’s website did not re-
port local coastal flooding 
and high wind warnings, 
creating confusion among 
residents about what kind 
of watch or warning their 
community was under.

Schumer noted that al-
though the National Weath-
er Service followed through 
with its responsibilities to 
forecast and update the pub-
lic, there simply should not 
be confusion about where 
to get the most accurate in-
formation during extreme 
weather events.

In the process of cen-
tralizing the sources of in-
formation under storm.gov, 
Schumer recommended the 
NOAA simplify the terms 
it uses to give warnings to 
the media and the public. 
Schumer argued that this 
is an opportunity to im-
prove notification on all 
fronts to simplify, stream-
line, centralize and digitize 
the information residents 
rely on during extreme and 
dangerous weather events.

He said that along with 
storm.gov these upgrades 
would improve storm read-
iness and rapid response.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer wants to create storm.gov in order to help ease the effects of large-scale 
destruction, as seen in Breezy Point. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Schumer wants centralized storm information website
Senator urges creation of online communication center to help update, warn and prepare residents
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Photos by Ken Maldonado and Christina Santucci

Photos by Nat Valentine
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LATE PAGE

Congratulates our  
Class of 2013 Graduates

Raven Arty Valeria Atehortua Bria Ballesteros *Kelly N. Barahona
Ryin Baskins *Angela Begonja Adanilda R. Berrios Julia Birkic
Caroline Borrero  Vanessa Caballero  Nicole A. Callender  *Yoo Na Cho
S *Michelle Coleman  *Michelle Danile  Sammantha V. Davy  *Chelsi Isabel Doctor
Leah K. Evans  Nicole Formato  *Stephanie Galo  *Jennifer A. Galvin
Anghie K. Hall  Karen Hernandez  Lori Hughes  Laurie J. Hyppolite
Francisca Jean  Daniella M. Jimenez  *Amarjit Kaur  Aliya Khan
*Green Kim  Cassandra Kinney  Paola Lopez  *Mikayla L. Loscalzo
Elyshebba Louis-Charles  Olivia Manetta  Suzanne Marchini  Tara Martin
*Bernadette A. McCrann  Jennifer Mercure  *Cassandra Meyers  *Jessica Nemeth
V *Josephine O’Malley  Jessica L. Parker  Amanda E. Piecyk  *Fabienne Pierre
Samantha A. Quinones  Tatiana E. Ramirez  Carly B. Rennie  May Lin A. Rivera
*Jessica E. Rodriguez  *Brittney J. Rondon  *Kimberley Sanchez  *Serena S. Schauer
*Cassandra Sieira  Samantha M. Singh  Francesca Soresi  Chelsea Soto
Rita Tautonico  Destiny C. Torres  *Dhanielle M. Tucker  Julia A. Urena
Amanda M. Urso  Mariagrazia Valenza  Sabrina Vasques  *Laura Williams

*National Honor Society        V-Valedictorian        S-Salutatorian

Register now for SUMMER CAMP
in our all new state of the art & air conditioned dance studio

Visit www.stagneshs.org or call 
718-353-6276 ext.12 for 

information and to register for:

Summer Camp

TACHS Exam Prep Course 
Thursdays in Sept. & Oct.

St. Agnes Academic High School
13-20 124th Street

College Point, NY 11356
718-353-6276   www.stagneshs.org

CHEER CAMP
August 13th – 15th

Girls grades 1-2 / 9am-11am
Girls grades 3-5 / 12pm-2pm

DANCE CAMP
July 22nd – 26th

9am-11am
Girls Ages 9 & Up
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

2008 BMW 528 xi
$185buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. 
Stk #64068. 33k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

per mo.
72  mos

AWD, Auto, traction, leather, alloys, 
p/d,l, ac, p/s 39k miles, #75345. 
1.99% APR, $4995 down. buy 

for

2011 INFINIT FX35 
$315per mo.

72  mos
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA $139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 
ONLY 5k mi! 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241 Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 32k miles, Stk#77868 Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995 
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2008 BMW 528xi, 33k 64068 $15,490
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995

<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2008 Volkswagen Jetta, 30k 52550 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Mercedes C240, 145k 358429 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995
 2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995 
 

FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT
SELECTION&&SAVINGS

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The American Red 
Cross is facing  a new 
round of criticism for its re-
lief efforts more than seven 
months after Hurricane 
Sandy came ashore.

The worldwide rescue 
organization has not spent 
$110 million of the $303 
million in relief funds it 
received, the Associated 
Press reported. And while 
Red Cross officials say it is 
reserving the cash to meet 
any needs not immediately 
apparent, elected officials 
contend such funds are des-
perately needed right now.

In a letter to Ameri-
can Red Cross Greater New 
York CEO Josh Lockwood, 
the City Council pressed 
the organization to imme-
diately allocate the remain-
ing funds to help alleviate 
continued human suffering 
in parts of the city still reel-
ing from the aftermath of 
the superstorm.

“Our communities 

have faced immeasur-
able hardships in the six 
months since the storm,” 
the letter reads. “New York-
ers expect the Red Cross to 
deliver emergency aid and 
we cannot accept that these 
funds should be allocated 
at a later date to address 
long-term needs. Sitting on 
this unspent money is an 
insult to both the victims 
of Hurricane Sandy and 
the generous donors to the 
American Red Cross.”

The letter goes on to 
cite specific beneficiaries 
that could use the money, 
including nonprofits that 
need new generators to 
minimize the impact of fu-
ture storms, by providing 
a power backup. Also, the 
letter states owners of co-
ops that find their common 
areas ineligible for funding 
could use the money for re-
pairs.

“By filling this gap 
the co-op owners can avoid 
large assessments that may 
force them to leave their 

building,” the letter reads. 
“Allocating these funds 
would be a long overdue 
step in the right direction.”

Many people blasted 
the Red Cross in the days 
following the October su-
perstorm, saying the or-
ganization was nowhere 
to be seen in the worst-hit 

Queens neighborhoods 
during the immediate af-
termath.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
said at an oversight hear-
ing investigating the city’s 
response to Hurricane San-
dy in mid-January that she 
wanted to have a follow-up 

conversation with the Red 
Cross regarding its storm 
efforts.

“The Red Cross was 
a severe disappointment,” 
Quinn said at the hearing.

Meanwhile, the city is 
attempting to lessen the tax 
burden on residents and 
businesses affected by the 

storm.
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg announced 
Tuesday the city will cut 
real estate taxes for resi-
dential and commercial 
properties damaged by 
Sandy, saving homeown-
ers and landlords a total of 
$90.3 million on their next 
tax bill.

The city Department of 
Finance marked down as-
sessed values by 15 percent 
for single-family homes and 
multi-family buildings and 
by 10 percent for commer-
cial properties, affecting 
close to 88,000 properties.

“The $90 million re-
duction will stay in the 
communities hit hardest 
by Sandy, helping families 
rebuild and supporting lo-
cal businesses,” Bloomberg 
said in a statement.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

American Red Cross has been criticized for its handling of Superstorm Sandy relief efforts.

Council slams Red Cross for holding Sandy aid

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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One of the world’s most 
glamorous women had an 
operation that once was ter-
ribly disfi guring — removal 
of both breasts. But new ap-
proaches are dramatically 
changing breast surgeries, 
whether to treat cancer or 
to prevent it, as Angelina 
Jolie just chose to do. As Jo-
lie said, “the results can be 
beautiful.”

Jolie revealed that she 
had a double mastectomy 
and reconstruction with 
implants because she car-
ries a gene mutation that 
puts her at high risk of de-
veloping breast cancer.

For women who already 
have the disease, the choice 
used to be whether to have 
the lump or the whole breast 
removed. Now there are 
more options that allow 
faster treatment, smaller 
scars, fewer long-term side 
effects and better cosmetic 
results. It has led to a new 
specialty — “oncoplastic” 
surgery — combining oncol-
ogy, which focuses on cancer 
treatment, and plastic sur-
gery to restore appearance.

“Cosmetics is very im-
portant” and can help a 
woman recover psychologi-
cally as well as physically, 
said Dr. Deanna Attai, a Bur-
bank, Calif., surgeon who is 
on the board of directors 
of the American Society of 
Breast Surgeons. Its annual 
meeting in Chicago earlier 
this month featured many 
of these new approaches.

More women are get-
ting chemotherapy or hor-
mone therapy before sur-
gery to shrink large tumors 
enough to let them have a 
breast-conserving opera-

tion instead of a mastec-
tomy. Fewer lymph nodes 
are being removed to check 
for cancer’s spread, sparing 
women painful arm swell-
ing for years afterward.

Newer ways to rebuild 
breasts have made mastec-
tomy a more appealing op-
tion for some women. More 
of them are getting immedi-
ate reconstruction with an 
implant at the same time the 
cancer is removed rather 
than several operations 
that have been standard for 
many years. Skin and nip-
ples increasingly are being 
preserved for more natural 
results. Jolie, for example, 
was able to keep her nipples 
and presumably her skin.

Some doctors are experi-
menting with operating on 
breast tumors through inci-
sions in the armpit to avoid 
breast scars. There’s even 
a “Goldilocks” mastectomy 
for large-breasted women 
— not too much or too little 
removed, and using excess 
skin to create a “just right” 
natural implant.

Finally, doctors are 
testing a way to avoid sur-
gery altogether, destroying 
small tumors by freezing 
them with a probe through 
the skin.

“Breast surgery has be-
come more minimalistic,” 
said Dr. Shawna Willey of 
Georgetown’s Lombardi 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. “Women have more 
options. It’s much more 
complex decision-making.”

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer in women 
around the world. In the 
U.S. alone, about 230,000 
new cases are diagnosed 

each year.
Most can be treated by 

just having the lump re-
moved, but that requires ra-
diation for weeks afterward 
to kill any stray cancer cells 
in the breast, plus frequent 
mammograms to watch for 
a recurrence.

Many women don’t want 
the worry or the radiation, 
and choose mastectomy 
even though they could 
have less drastic surgery. 
Mastectomy rates have 
been rising. Federal law 
requires insurers to cover 
reconstruction for mastec-
tomy patients, and many of 
the improvements in sur-
gery are aimed at making it 
less disfi guring.

Here are some of the ma-
jor trends:

Immediate 
reconstruction

Doctors used to think it 
wasn’t good to start recon-
struction until cancer treat-
ment had ended — surgery, 
chemotherapy, radiation. 
Women would have a mas-
tectomy, which usually in-
volves taking the skin and 
the nipple along with all the 
breast tissue, followed by 
operations months later to 
rebuild the breast.

Reconstruction can use 
tissue from the back or belly, 
or an implant. The fi rst op-
eration often is to place a 

tissue expander, a balloon-
like device that’s gradu-
ally infl ated to stretch the 
remaining skin and make 
room for the implant. A 
few months later, a second 
surgery is done to remove 
the expander and place the 
implant. Once that heals, a 
third operation is done to 
make a new nipple, followed 
by tattooing to make an 
areola, the darkened ring 
around it.

The new trend is immedi-
ate reconstruction, with the 
fi rst steps started at the time 
of the mastectomy, either to 
place a tissue expander or 
an implant. In some cases, 
the whole thing can be done 
in one operation.

Nationally, about 25 to 
30 percent of women get im-
mediate reconstruction. At 
the Mayo Clinic, about half 
do, and at Georgetown, it’s 
about 80 percent.

Jolie wrote in an op-ed 
piece in the New York Times 
that she had tissue ex-
panders and then implants 
placed nine weeks later. 

“There have been many 
advances in this procedure 
in the last few years, and 
the results can be beauti-
ful,” she wrote.

Sparing skin, nipples
Doctors usually take the 

skin when they do a mas-
tectomy to make sure they 

leave no cancer behind. 
But in the last decade they 
increasingly have left the 
skin in certain women with 
favorable tumor character-
istics — and women having 
preventive mastectomies, 
such as Jolie. Attai com-
pares it to removing the in-
side of an orange while leav-
ing the peel intact.

“We have learned over 
time that you can save skin” 
in many patients, Willey 
said. “Every single study 
has shown that it’s safe.”

Now they’re going the 
next step: preserving the 
nipple, which is even more 
at risk of being involved 
in cancer than the skin is. 
Only about fi ve percent of 
women get this now, but eli-
gibility could be expanded 
if it proves safe. The breast 
surgery society has a regis-
try on nipple-sparing mas-
tectomies that will track 
such women for 10 years.

“You really have to pick 
patients carefully,” because 
no one wants to compromise 
cancer control for cosmetic 
reasons, Attai said.

“The preliminary data 
are that nipple-sparing is 
quite good,” but studies 
haven’t been long enough to 
know for sure, Willey said. 
“It makes a huge difference 
in the cosmetic outcome. 
That makes the woman’s 
breast recognizable to her.”

Dr. Judy Boughey, a 
breast surgeon at the Mayo 
Clinic, said the new ap-
proach even has swayed pa-
tients’ treatment choices.

“We’re seeing women 
choosing the more invasive 
surgery, choosing the mas-
tectomy,” because of doc-
tors’ willingness to spare 
skin and nipples, she said.

It helped persuade Rose 
Ragona, a 51-year-old opera-
tions supervisor at O’Hare 
Airport in Chicago. She 
had both breasts removed 
on April 19 with the most 
modern approach: imme-
diate reconstruction, with 
preservation of her skin 
and nipples.

“To wake up and just see 
your breasts there helped 
me immensely,” she said.

She chose to have both 
breasts removed to avoid ra-
diation and future worry.

“I felt it was a safer road 
to go,” she said. “I can’t live 
the rest of my life in fear. 
Every time there’s a lump 
I’m going to worry.”

Freezing tumors
Attai, the California 

breast surgeon, is one of the 
researchers in a national 
study testing cryoablation. 
The technique uses a probe 
cooled with liquid nitrogen 
that turns tumors into ice 
balls of dead tissue that’s 
gradually absorbed by the 
body. This has been done 
since 2004 for benign breast 
tumors and the clinical trial 
is aimed at seeing if it’s safe 
for cancer treatment.

“The technology is amaz-
ing. This is done in the of-
fi ce under local anesthesia, 
a little skin puncture,” At-
tai said.

In the study, women still 
have surgery at some point 
after the freezing treatment 
to make sure all the cancer 
is destroyed. If it proves 
safe and effective, it could 
eliminate surgery for cer-
tain cancer patients.

“I’d love to see the day 
when we can offer women 
with small breast tumors a 
completely non-operative ap-
proach, and I do think that’s 
coming soon,” Attai said. 
— AP / Marilynn Marchione

Women have

for
MORE OPTIONS

BREAST CANCER 
SURGERY

Rose Ragona was diagnosed with breast cancer and recently had a mastectomy where surgeons 
saved much of her skin and started reconstruction during the same surgery.  AP / Carrie Antlfinger
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For many men and 
women, the fear of aging and 
the desire to look young as 
long as possible has driven 
scores of people to doctors’ 
offi ces around the country 
for anti-wrinkle injections. 

Since Botox received 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion approval back in April 
2002, it and its successors 
have become the drugs of 
choice in wrinkle reduc-
tion. These treatments are 
a derivative of the botuli-
num toxin, the same bac-
teria that causes botulism. 
Botulinum toxin is one of 
the more powerful neuro-
toxins discovered. Because 
it deadens nerve impulses 
and relaxes muscles, it is 
widely used to relax the 
face in areas where wrin-
kles are prevalent, thusly 
reducing the appearance of 
wrinkles as well.

The types of facial lines 
that are most often treated 
with these products are the 
ones that appear when one 
is frowning or squinting. 
Frown lines, wrinkles on 
the forehead, crows feet, 
and the like are frequent 
treatment areas. Areas on 
the lower half of the face 
are sometimes treated, but 
it’s controversial due to the 
risk of damaging important 
facial nerves.

There are potentially se-
rious risks associated with 
these wrinkle treatments. 
It is important to weigh 
the risks associated before 
making the commitment 
to the treatments. Further-
more, it is important to 
visit a qualifi ed cosmetic 
specialist, dermatologist 
or cosmetic surgeon for the 
administration of any botu-
linum toxin.

Pros
These procedures are 

relatively safe when admin-
istered by a skilled person. 
They are known to tempo-

rarily erase wrinkles for 
three to six months. Many 
people fi nd a boost in self-
esteem after receiving a 
treatment. Many others 
have gotten compliments 
about looking younger or 
happier, especially if wrin-
kles created an angry or 
sad expression to the face. 
Injections are less expen-
sive than other cosmetic 
surgery.

Cons
As with any drug treat-

ment, there are side effects 
that may negate the benefi ts 
of treatment. These can in-
clude drooping of eyelids, 
swelling, redness or bruis-
ing at injection sites, and 
infections. Faces also may 
lack emotions and limit a 
person’s ability to commu-
nicate effectively.

It’s when the botulinum 
toxin spreads outside of the 
treatment area where se-
vere side effects can occur 
that might be life threaten-
ing. These include all-over 
muscle weakness, hoarse-
ness, loss of bladder con-
trol, problems swallowing 
or breathing, and other side 
effects. 

Because this is a medical 
procedure, it is important to 
have a medical professional 
administer the product in a 
medical setting. “Botox par-
ties,” where an unskilled 
technician performs the in-
jections can be risky for all 
involved.

Wrinkle treatments can 
be effective, but carry with 
them some risks. Explore 
all the benefi ts and risks 
prior to administration of 
botulinum toxin.  

Pros and cons of 
anti-wrinkle injections

Injections to reduce the appearance of wrinkles are often very ef-
fective but carry some risks.

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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FOCUS ON HEALTH

When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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FOCUS ON HEALTH

ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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BY ALLISON PLITT

When one looks at any 
of Preston Trombly’s mixed-
media collages from his “So-
natas” series, one gets the idea 
the artist had a very frustrat-
ing piano lesson, broke apart 
the piano with a hammer and 
then decided to put the parts of 
the instrument back together 
in an undefinable collection of 
bits and pieces. 

In more professional 
terms, Trombly, who has a 
studio and displays his works 
at Diego Salazar Art Studios & 
Gallery 21-25 44th Ave. in Long 
Island City, is actually using a 
creative process called assem-
blage which consists of creat-
ing multi-dimensional com-
positions by putting together 
found objects.

Since Trombly is also an 
accomplished musician, some 
of his assemblages are cre-
ated from parts of instruments 
such as piano keys and cello 
strings and he names some 
of his series of collages based 
upon music terminology like 
sonatas and toccatas. Trom-
bly maintains, however, that 
his mixed-media assemblages 
titled “Nocturnes” are not 
influenced by music but by a 
series of paintings by Ameri-
can-born, British-based artist 
James McNeill Whistler who 
coined the term “nocturne 
painting” to describe works he 
created with twilight and eve-
ning scenes.

As piano keyboards and 
cello strings cling to his as-
semblages, the viewer does 
see the influence of music in 
Trombly’s life.  Nevertheless, 
Trombly insists that he paints 
with the intention of making 
his artwork unrecognizable.  

“My series of assemblages 

titled ‘Sonatas’ and ‘Toccatas’ 
use parts from an old piano. I 
paint and otherwise modify 
them so they become less iden-
tifiable as piano parts. I then 
use the resulting abstract 
shapes as compositional ele-
ments in each piece. This way, 
a viewer is more likely to be-
come engaged visually with 
the work as a whole, rather 
than say ‘Oh, that’s a piano key 
over there,’” he said.  

To truly understand the 
intricacy of Trombly’s work, 
one must know more exten-
sively about his musical back-
ground. Born in Hartford, 
Conn., Trombly grew up in a 
town just east of there called 
Manchester.  When he was 
younger, he learned to play the 
cello, saxophone and piano. He 
earned his bachelors of music 
with honors from the Universi-
ty of Connecticut and his mas-
ter of musical arts from Yale 
University’s School of Music.  

“I was pretty involved 
in the music world,” Trom-
bly said. “In graduate school 
I spent a summer studying up 
at the Tanglewood-Berkshire 
Music Center in Massachu-
setts with Leonard Bernstein 
and composer George Crumb 
and that was a pretty illumi-
nating piece of my life.”  

Besides being a fellow in 
composition and conducting at 
Tanglewood, Trombly received 
grants to study classical music 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts and the New York 
State Council on the Arts.

Another notable achieve-
ment for Trombly was receiv-
ing a Guggenheim Fellowship 
to compose music in the 1970s.  
He is one of the youngest peo-
ple to ever receive one.  

During this time he was 

LIC-based artist creates mixed-media collages

Continued on Page 36

Artist Preston Trombly, shown with his 
piece “Sonata No. 5,” combines elements 
of his musical background in his works. 

Photo by Allison Plitt
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Answers in Sports

Cutting-edge tunes at NYC’s musical saw fest
The 10th annual gathering brings musicians from around the world to Astoria’s Trinity Lutheran Church

BY ALEX PALMER

Those who think saws 
belong in tool sheds should 
stop by Astoria’s Trinity 
Lutheran Church on Satur-
day to see how some people 
can make them sing. 

On that day, more than 
40 saw musicians will take 
center stage to create up-
lifting and emotive sounds 
as part of the 10th annual 
NYC Musical Saw Festival. 

As its name implies, 
this show will be dedicated 
to this often-overlooked in-
strument from start to fin-
ish.

“A lot of people don’t 
know about the existence of 
this instrument,” Natalia 
Paruz, the director of the 
festival, and also known 
as “The Saw Lady,” said. 
“While a band might play it 
in a piece or two, we wanted 

to put it in the forefront and 
showcase all the things the 
saw can do.” 

The versatility of the 

instrument will be on dis-
play as players from South 
Africa, Chile, Brazil, Mex-
ico, Japan, Italy, Germany, 

France, Norway, Poland, 
Canada and from through-
out the United States take 
the stage. These perfor-

mances include the pre-
miere of original composi-
tions written specifically 
for the event by composers 
Scott Munson and Ady Co-
hen, as well as a chamber 
orchestra conducted by 
Dan Radtke to accompany 
Paruz on the musical saw.

As this is the 10th anni-
versary of the event, Paruz, 
who lives in Astoria, has 
worked to expand the pro-
gram so that it is not just 
a concert, but a full-blown 
festival. This year it will 
include poetry as well as an 
art exhibit of paintings in-
spired by the saw’s music. 
On the lower level of Trin-
ity Church, several work-
shops will be offered, in-
cluding a session for those 
interested in learning the 
basics of playing the saw, 
and more advanced lessons 
on playing it with a mallet 

or adding effects.
The event will con-

clude with the “Chorus of 
the Saws” in which all of 
the saw players join togeth-
er on stage.

“You feel all of the 
vibrations at once,” says 
Paruz. “It’s really an ex-
perience you have to have 
live — if you watch a video 
you will not feel it the same 
way.” 

IF YOU GO
NYC Musical Saw 
Festival

Saturday, June 1, 2 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
31-18 37th St., Astoria
Admission is $10
www.musicalsawfestival.
com

The NYC Musical Saw Festival returns to Astoria this weekend. File photo
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See it Big! — The Museum of 
the Moving Image presents 
a series celebrating the joys 
of large-scale movie going. 
It’s a chance to discover or 
revisit essential fi lms in their 
full theatrical splendor. The 
next presentation is Akira 
Kurosawa’s 1985 fi lm “Ran.” 
Actor Tastuya Nakadai will be at 
the screening.
When: Saturday, June 15, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, tickets on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Play This Movie Loud! — 
Taking its name from the title 
card of “The Last Waltz,” Martin 
Scorsese’s 1978 concert fi lm 
of The Band, this Museum of 
the Moving Image series offers 
musicians in concert fi lms, 
documentaries and narrative 
movies. This week’s fi lms 
include Radiohead in “Meeting 

People is Easy,” Fugazi in 
“Instrument,” Talking Heads 
in “Stop Making Sense,” David 
Byrne in “True Stories” and 
Björk in “Dancer in the Dark.”
When: “Meeting People is 
Easy,” Saturday, June 1, 3 pm; 
“Instrument,” Friday, June 7, 
7 pm; “Stop Making Sense,” 
Saturday, June 8, 5 pm; “True 
Stories,” Saturday, June 8, 7 
pm; and “Dancer in the Dark,” 
Sunday, June 9, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, tickets on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

React to Film — This Museum 
of the Moving Image series 
showcases documentary 
fi lmmaking to promote social 
responsibility and spark civic 
engagement. This week’s 
screening is “How to Make 
Money Selling Drugs.” Executive 
producer Adrian Grenier will 
take part in the post-showing 
discussion.

When: Sunday, June 2, 6 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15/includes museum 
admission, $9/museum 
members, Free for Silver Screen 
members and above.
Contact: (718) 777-6800 to 
reserve tickets
Website: www.movingimage.us

DANCE

Natalie Green: I’m building a 
shrine — The Chocolate Factory 
ends its spring 2013 season with 
a new performance created 
by Natalie Green. Green’s fi rst 
evening-length dance is meant 
to be experienced as a dream 
although it is grounded by 
earthly motivations. 
When: Through Saturday, June 
1, 8 pm
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 482-7069
Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

Take Root with Glitter Kitty 
Productions and Trio Dance 
Collective — In “The Devil’s 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

Continued on Page 37

Much ado about something in Sunnyside comedic production
‘Secret Weapons of Fat Destruction’ at Thalia Spanish Theatre tackles life questions big and small
BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

As my companion and 
I settled into our seats last 
Friday at the Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, we both scanned 
the office set recreated in 
front of the audience. 

“There’s a toilet on the 
stage,” my friend said. 

She was right. 
In place of a desk chair 

sat a white porcelain com-
mode. As the house lights 
dimmed, actor Francisco 
Fuertes walked onto stage, 
dropped his trousers and 
boxers and pretended to 
christen this bathroom fix-
ture. 

“My writing,” he said, 
“is...” He then used a four-
letter word to describe his 
creations. “When I think, 
I write,” he said. “And, I...” 
Well, you can probably 
figure out what he said he 
does.

So begins the absurd-

est comedy “Secret Weap-
ons of Fat Destruction,” by 
Spanish playwright Iñigo 
Ramirez de Haro, now at 
the Thalia, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave. in Sunnyside, through 
June 23.

Ramirez de Haro takes 
on many foibles of 21st-cen-
tury society: consumerism, 
celebrity worship, blind 
faith, overt sexuality and 
our constant need to be en-
tertained. 

Fuertes plays a slight-
ly off-kilter director and 
writer named Ramirez, 
who wants to take theater 
back to its Greek begin-
nings where the spectator 
was the spectacle; where 
the audience was the actor. 
To that end, he turns up the 
house lights and suddenly 
those people watching are 
part of the show. 

“You’re going to be re-
ally bored,” Ramirez said. 
“Let’s see what happens 

when nothing happens.”
But of course some-

thing happens. 
“Audience member” 

Santiago, played by actor 
William Saquicela, wan-
ders up on stage and quick-
ly becomes one of Ramirez’s 

disciples. He hangs onto his 
every word and even calls 
Ramirez “our master” as 
he looks for meaning in the 
proceedings. As the two 
men banter, Santiago’s wife 
Bartola, played by Soledad 
López, strolls down the the-

ater’s aisle looking for her 
husband. She too ends up 
on stage and is excited to be 
there.

“Am I famous?” Barto-
la asks her husband. With-
out waiting for an answer, 
she begins to think of her-
self as a Spanish sex kitten, 
a la Penelope Cruz in a Pe-
dro Almadovar film. Mean-
while, another “audience 
member,” Harry, played by 
Jesus Martinez, complains 
about the action or inaction 
of what is taking place on 
stage. 

“I came here to enjoy 
myself,” Harry said. 

The show’s poster on 
Greenpoint Avenue shows 
the bottom half of a woman 
wearing only a pink thong 
and Harry said that led him 
to believe he was in for a 
night of bawdy comedy not 
overblown existentialism. 

Ramirez attempts to 
discount this shallowness. 

Actors William Saquicela (l. to r.) Soledad López and Francisco 
Fuertes appear in a scene from “Secret Weapons of Fat Destruction” 
playing at the Thalia Spanish Theatre through June 23. 

Photo courtesy Michael Palma

IF YOU GO
“Secret Weapons of Fat 
Destruction”

Thalia Spanish Theatre
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Fridays at 8 p.m. and 
Saturdays at 3 p.m. 
performed in English; 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
Sundays at 4 p.m. in 
Spanish, through June 23
Tickets are $25, $22/
seniors and students
(718) 729-3880

But Harry, who happens 
to be a salesman offering 
miracle beauty cures — in-
cluding that weapon of fat 
destruction — points out it 
is not shallow but a reality 
of the world.

“Everything in life is 
about impact,” Harry said. 
“Within the first two sec-

Continued on Page 37



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

1 -
 J

UN
E 6

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

36

composing classical music 
and conducting orchestral 
concerts all over the Unit-
ed States and Europe, but 
when he returned to New 
York City after one of his 
trips, he became interested 
in the visual arts for the 
first time.

“During my Guggen-
heim Fellowship year, a 
friend had given me a cam-
era and I got hooked on black 
and white photography,” 
Trombly said. “I also got 
involved in doing my own 
darkroom work and want-
ing to emphasize certain 
parts of a photo by rubbing 
the image with my hands 
during the developing pro-
cess. It was maybe five or six 
years later that I followed 
through on my impulse to 
get my hands involved by 
learning how to draw and 
that feeling went all the way 
back to the camera work in 
the mid-1970s,” he said. “I 
also composed music in that 
year as well and for a while 
afterwards there was an 
overlapping period when I 
was working both in music 
and the visual arts. After 
a while my musical work 

dwindled away as the visual 
arts took over.”

In his mid-30s, Trom-
bly wanted to learn how to 
draw, so he took classes at 
the New York’s Art Students 
League. Because he became 
good at drawing quickly, he 
became more involved in 
visual arts especially with-
in the last decade.  

Although he lives in 
Chelsea, he has a short 
commute to Long Island 
City where he works in his 
studio.

Trombly believes that 
there are many similarities 
between composing music 
and making visual art.  

“Even though the mate-
rials are obviously very dif-
ferent, the way composers 
and painters work is very 
similar,” he said.  “Compos-
ers and artists both make 
choices about their materi-
als and how those materials 
relate to each other in the 
context of the work.

“Composers make deci-
sions about which musical 
events will happen when: 
When will this melody be-
gin? What instruments will 
play? How loud will this 
chord be? In other words, 
what happens when? Vi-
sual artists make decisions 
about which colors, shapes, 
materials appear where,” he 

said. “Where will this shape 
go?  What color will it be?  
Where will this line connect 
to another?  In other words, 
what happens where?”

Besides assemblages, 
more recently Trombly has 
been working on paintings. 
One series of notable paint-
ings he created on newspa-
per. Initially he took the 
actual newspaper photo-
graphs and then created ab-
stract images from then. He 
tied together the elements 
of the drawings with a 
black reed pen. From these 
smaller landscapes, he has 
been able to create larger 
paintings which he calls 
“Imaginary Landscapes.”

Trombly attempts to 
describe his creative pro-
cess when he paints.  

“I go to the studio with 

an overall idea or maybe 
a general concept of what 
I want to do, but if I pre-
plan too much, the piece 
just comes out looking very 
studied and self-conscious,” 
he said.  “Each work takes 
on a life of its own and 
when that happens, I know 
I’m on to something, but 
I don’t ever know that un-
til I’m working on a piece 
and it takes over. It tells me 
what to do.”

Although he is cur-
rently immersed in his 
painting, he still has the 
opportunity to revert back 
to his past and contribute 
to the music community. 
Presently, Trombly hosts 
radio shows on two differ-
ent SiriusXM channels. On 
the Pops Classical Channel 
75, he does a morning pro-

gram. On the Symphony 
Hall Channel 76, he pres-
ents afternoon shows which 
are comprised of sympho-
nies, chamber music pieces 
and concertos.

“A large part of who I 
am revolves around music.  
On SiriusXM radio, I am 
fortunate to be able to share 
my experience, knowledge 
and love of classical music 
with a large number of clas-

sical music devotees across 
the country,” Trombly said.  
“Another large part of who 
I am revolves around my 
work in the visual arts.  Both 
together paint a more com-
plete picture of who I am.”

For more information 
about Preston Trombly and 
his artwork, you can visit 
his website at www.preston-
trombly.com.

PRODUCTIONS

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 
original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” which tells the story 
of a lovable rogue on a mission 
to fi nd his runaway parrot; and 
“Dotty Dot!”, a day in the life 
of a very bossy 12-year-old and 
her friends as they try to put 
on a play.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturdays: June 8, June 22, 
July 6, 11 am; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” Saturdays: June 8, 
June 22, July 6, 2 pm; and 
“Dotty Dot!” Saturdays: June 1, 
June 29, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City

Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 
$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Peterpat” — Parkside Players 
presents this comedy by Enid 
Rudd about 10 years in the life 
of Peter, a struggling writer, 
and Pat, his pregnant girlfriend.  
When: Friday, May 31 and 
Saturday, June 1
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $14/adults, $12/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Secret Weapons of Fat 
Destruction” — Thalia 
Spanish Theatre presents the 
bilingual world premiere of 
a comedy by controversial 

Spanish playwright Inigo 
Ramirez de Haro. Witness the 
complications of the fl esh as an 
unconventional writer/director 
involves his audience in 
creating a new kind of theater 
entertainment. 
When: Fridays at 8 pm and 
Saturdays at 3 pm, performed 
in English; and Saturdays at 
8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm, 
performed in Spanish, through 
Sunday, June 23
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $25, $22/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

The 2013 Unchained Theatre 
Festival — Variations Theatre 
Group presents the third 
annual festival of new works. 
During the three-week event, 
each show will receive four 
showings. Audiences and 
judges will select fi nalists to 
receive a fi fth show to compete 
for awards. 

When: June 5 through June 22
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $15, $18/fi nalist 
performance
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com for 
festival schedule

“If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie & Other Story Books” 
— A family musical revue for 
children K-5 based on the 
popular children’s books “If 
You Give a Mouse a Cookie,” 
“Borreguita and the Coyote,” 
“Imogene’s Antlers” and others. 
When: Sunday, June 2, 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“Seussical Jr.” — P.S. 31 
the Bayside School presents 
its production of the recent 

Broadway musical “Seussical Jr.” 
When: Wednesday, June 12 and 
Thursday, June 13, 7 pm
Where: P.S. 31 Theatre, 211-45 
46th Road, Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718)423-8288

AUDITIONS

FSF Community Theatre 
Group is holding auditions for 
its November production of 
“Legally Blonde The Musical,” 
on Wednesday, June 5 and 
Thursday, June 6, from 7:30 
pm to 10 pm. Actors, singers, 
dancers and stage crew 
(ages 16 and up) are needed. 
Rehearsals will take place 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
beginning July 30. The Free 
Synagogue of Flushing Theatre 
Group is located at 41-60 
Kissena Blvd. in Flushing. For 
more information, call 516-521-
5500.

Theatre by the Bay will hold 
auditions for its November 
production of “Guys and 

Dolls” on Tuesday, June 4 and 
Thursday, June 6, beginning at 
7:30 pm both days. Men, women 
and teenagers are needed 
for speaking parts, ensemble 
and dancing roles. For the 
audition, bring sheet music 
and be prepared to sing with 
piano accompaniment, to dance 
a combination and to reach 
lines from a script. Theatre 
by the Bay is located at Bay 
Terrace Jewish Center, 13-00 
209th St. in Bayside. For more 
information, call 718-428-6363.

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 33

(Above) “Acrylics and inks on newspaper images” by Preston 
Trombly. (Right) “Imaginary Landscape in Red, Yellow and Blue” by 
Preston Trombly. Courtesy of artist
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Ballet” dance, music and 
puppetry bring to life a tale 
inspired by Estonian folklore of 
an innkeeper, his wife and their 
cat. “Rooms” centers around an 

event that calls a family back to 
their childhood home. 
When: Saturday, June 8, 8:30 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037

Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 

12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — 
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm

Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

TALK

Grow East Coast Lecture 
Series — This full-day event will 
include a panel discussion on 
sustainable rose gardening. 

When: Saturday, June 1, 10 am 
to 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $75/for members 
(includes parking), $85/non-
members
Contact: (718)-886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

29.  "Some Like It Hot" 
 co-star
30.  Kind of  cloth
31.  Dueling implements
35.  Deli side
37.  Toledo's lake
38.  Roulette bets
40.  Sushi fish
42.  Hang
45.  Cookout staples
47.  5 o'clock shadow
50.  Meet with
52.  Tip off
53.  Dirties
54.  Craze
55.  Caravan maker
59.  Ramble
60.  Things on rings
61.  Go on and on
62.  Hosiery shade
63.  Top banana
65.  Woman's bio word

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers
May 31 - June 6, 2013

By Ed Canty 

Gorgeous Georges
Across
1.  Sassy
6.  Part of  an E-mail address
9.  Blows a gasket
14.  "Santa ___": Caruso 
 classic
15.  Frat letter
16.  Open
17.  Pale with fright
18.  Order between "ready"  
 and "fire"
19.  First name in hotels
20.  "Lonesome" '50s-'60s  
 variety show host
23.  Barbecue offering
24.  Coke's partner
25.  Slap-happy trio?
27.  Bloomberg's turf
32.  Green Gables girl
33.  Downed a sub, say
34.  Quits
36.  Unlit?
39.  Aberdeen native
41.  Traffic sign
43.  Without a doubt
44.  Foundation plant
46.  Closes in on
48.  Caesar, for one
49.  Lions' prey
51.  Decorator's samples
53.  Slung mud at
56.  Afghan coin
57.  It fits in a lock
58.  Gracie's mate
64.  Senseless
66.  Female rabbit
67.  Humdinger
68.  Inmate who's never  
 getting out
69.  Hoofer's leg
70.  Evans or Ronstadt

71.  Fills up
72.  River to the North Sea
73.  PC key
Down
1.  Mark for attention
2.  Ploy
3.  Canyon effect
4.  ___ Club
5.  Emotional problems
6.  Move an icon
7.  Buckeye State
8.  Resting places
9.  Deodorant choices
10.  Hail, to Caesar
11.  President who was a 
 fighter pilot
12.  Bert's pal
13.  Uses a fork, perhaps
21.  Drain
22.  Airport posting: Abbr.
26.  Lennon's in-laws
27.  Low voice
28.  Allergic reaction

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GOING GREEN
T A C O S I T D R U N U P
B R A W L M A O A N I S E
S C E N E M I N T J U L E P
P O S S E A L O H A S

A U K T O R E A G R A
W A R P C U R S B R A D
A D S H O R S P O L A N D
I M A G I N E D E F E N S E
L I L A C S F E E T N O R
E R A S C U S P G Y M S
R E D O B A S S C O S

L A S S I E R O M P S
A L L I G A T O R A S I A N
S E I N E E N T M E T R O
P I P E S S S S P S H A W

154–11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Live Piano 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings
Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available

The Deck is Now Open!
Enjoy Lunch, Dinner & 

Sunday Brunch on the Deck

(718) 767-3100

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 35

onds everyone is judged.”
Harry convinces Bar-

tola to leave Santiago and 
run off with him and his 
cellulite-fighting machine 
before everything crumbles 
into chaos. 

It’s all quite ridiculous 
but the quartet makes it 
work.  

López plays the absur-
dity of a middle-aged wom-
an suddenly empowered by 
her self-delusion without 
taking Bartola too far into 
cartoon character terri-
tory. As sad sack Santiago, 
Saquicela quietly captures 

the angst of a man who, 
in looking for the big an-
swers, risks losing his wife, 
his faith and even his life. 
Martinez plays a character 
who snaps when pushed too 
hard about his beliefs. And 
while he slips too often into 
yelling to show us Harry is 
crazy, he is able to express 
that in his movements and 
interactions with real au-
dience members. Fuertes, 
who basically plays a ver-
sion of the real playwright, 
seems to enjoy the absur-
dity of the evening’s events 
and conveys that to the au-
dience. 

For the character of 
Ramirez, however, all of 
Santiago’s fawning, Bar-
tola’s pseudo-sexuality and 
Harry’s consumerism is 
ruining his great experi-
ment in nothingness. 

“You should come to 
the theater not to kill time, 
but to be masters of your 
time,” Ramirez said.

And just as Albert 
Einstein reduced the 20th 
century to his theory that 
everything is relative, said 
Ramirez, the director has 
his own ideas about the 21st 
century. 

“Everything is bor-
ing,” Ramirez said. 

Ramirez de Haro’s play 
is a lot of things but boring 
isn’t one of them. 

Continued from Page 35

Secret Weapons
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES
BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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boroughs, where he raised 
$60,555, or 31 percent of his 
total, since 2010.

The board estimates 
the councilman has about 
$730,000 left in his account.

Katz has the second 
biggest war chest and 
raised the second largest 
amount from Queens, but 
 compared to the rest of the 
field, she raised the least 
percentage of her money 
here. She collected $104,431 
from the borough, which 
constituted 22 percent of 
her total. The former Forest 
Hills lawmaker’s biggest 
sources of funds were from 
Manhattan and outside 
New York City, which each 
made up about 36 percent of 
her account.

The board estimated 
she had about $337,000 left.

Peralta ranks third in 
total donations, but racked 
up the most money from 
Queens, according to re-
cords from the board.

In total, the senator 
raised more than $301,000, 
according to records filed 
with the board. About 
$122,000, or 40 percent, was 
raised in the borough. His 
next biggest chunk came 
from outside the five bor-
oughs, with $106,000 raised 
from non-New York City 
residents.

The board estimates 
he has about $138,000 left.

Comrie pulled in 
$145,901 in total, according 
to the board, with about 
$57,483, or 39 percent, com-
ing from Queens.

The councilman’s next 
biggest source of funds 
was from Manhattan, with 
$40,393, or 28 percent, flow-
ing from across the river.

The board estimates 

after expenses that he only 
has about $40,000 left.

Avella raised the least 
amount of money overall, 
but got the greatest per-
centage of his cash from 
Queens.

The lawmaker raked 
in $57,221 in total, far less 
than four of his counter-
parts, but about 75 percent, 
or $43,000, came from bor-
ough residents, according 
to board records.

The board estimates 
his war chest contains 
about $53,422, which actu-
ally may have bumped him 
above Comrie.

Brown has raised less 
than $2,000 from 35 people, 
and has not qualified for 
matching funds, which re-
quires at least 100 donations 
from borough residents to-
talling at least $44,614.

Continued from Page 4 
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will be allowed downstate, 
including at Resorts World, 
for at least five years.

“We believe there’s a 
market being created in 
upstate New York because 
there is no casino in New 
York City and to keep that 
competitive advantage we 
would say there would be 
no additional casinos for a 
period of five years,” Cuo-
mo said.

But Queens lawmakers 
do not agree with the gover-
nor’s upstate plans and are 
urging him to allow the ca-
sino at Aqueduct Racetrack 
to introduce full-scale gam-
ing. Addabbo said the in-
frastructure already exists 
at Resorts World and, one 
month after table gaming is 
legalized, the casino could 
generate more jobs and rev-
enue for the borough and 
state.

“Resorts World has 
done it right. Because of Re-
sorts World, we have 1,750 
new jobs, $710 million in ad-
ditional tax revenue and a 
great partner for local busi-
ness right here in Queens,” 
said Addabbo. “Why rein-
vent the wheel?”

The elected officials 
argued that Queens needs 
more opportunities for new 

jobs, especially after Hurri-
cane Sandy swept through. 
Goldfeder, who represents 
parts of the borough dev-
astated by the storm, said 
finding new and creative 
ways to help small busi-
nesses are imperative to 
rejuvenating the borough’s 
economy.

“Creating a full-scale, 
enhanced gaming casino 
at Resorts World would 
not only increase revenues 
for the community and the 

state, but the impact would 
also be felt immediately in 
terms of economic activity 
and job creation for south-
ern Queens and Rockaway 
families,” he said.

As for the upstate lo-
cations set for casino de-
velopment, Cuomo said 
an independent selection 
committee would choose 
the locations and the state 
Legislature would not be 
involved.

Continued from Page 2 

Casino

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo says the infrastructure for table 
games exists at Resorts World and can start hiring locally almost 
immediately. Photo by Steve Mosco

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The family and neigh-

bors of a missing Flushing 
mother found strangled to 
death in the trunk of her car 
were attempting to come to 
grips with the grisly crime 
this week. 

Yong Joo Byun, 42, 
was discovered strangled 
to death Monday afternoon, 
according to police and the 
city medical examiner. 
Cops found her body in the 
trunk of her Honda Civic, 
parked near 61st Street and 
47th Avenue in Maspeth 
days after she was last seen 
working at a borough bak-
ery.

“She was a nice mom,” 
Byun’s ex-husband told 
reporters outside the cou-
ple’s home on the border of 
Flushing and Whitestone.

Byun reportedly had 
three children.

Her neighbors were 
in disbelief upon hearing 
news of the homicide.

“I’m shocked,” said 
next-door neighbor Mona 
Collins, who said Byun 

gave her a hug last time 
they met. “She was lovely.”

Byun and her family 
had lived in their home for 
about two years, according 
to Collins and other neigh-
bors, who described the 
family as friendly.

Another neighbor who 
lives across the street said 
she did not know some-
thing was amiss when she 
saw police cars arrive at 
the home Saturday.

That was when Byun’s 
family had reported her 
missing, cops said.

According to the 
NYPD, co-workers last saw 
her leaving a Korean baked 
goods factory near the cor-
ner of 55th Avenue and 46th 
Street Friday at about 4:30 
a.m., but she did not return 
home.

After locating the car, 
officers found Byun in the 
trunk covered in trash 
bags, Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelley told reporters 
recently.

As of Wednesday after-
noon, there were no arrests 
in the case.

The partner of a slain Flushing 
woman struggles to dis-
cuss the mother of three. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Yong Joo Byun was initial-
ly reported missing, but was 
found dead in the trunk of 
her car earlier this week. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Cops fi nd body in trunk
of car parked in Maspeth

BY PHIL CORSO

An enormous gas 
explosion and ensuing 
second-alarm blaze at a 
private home in Howard 
Beach damaged during 
Hurricane Sandy sent one 
woman to the hospital with 
burns, the New York Post 

reported.
It took about an hour 

for firefighters to put out 
the flames after responding 
to calls of a wall collapse 
close to 2 p.m. Wednesday 
at 162-39 84th St., the FDNY 
said.

The boom left an elder-
ly woman, Theresa Sandy 

Pipitone, critically injured 
and burned, the Post said.

Fire officials said the 
woman suffered burns and 
was taken to Jamaica Hos-
pital.

The cause of the fire 
was still under investiga-
tion, the FDNY said, but 
the department’s Twitter 
account said the gas-fed 
blaze may have started in 
the basement of the house 
before spreading.

According to the Post, 
the home had some work 
done on it through the 
city’s Rapid Repairs pro-
gram, which was geared to 
assist homeowners in the 
wake of natural disasters 
such as Superstorm Sandy. 
The Post said the home had 
received a new furnace and 
electrical wiring through 
the program.

A home in Howard Beach sits charred and partially collapsed after 
a second-alarm fire tore through the building Wednesday. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Howard Beach house burns

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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Housed in the historic Eagle 
Theater, just off a new pedestrian 
plaza along 37th Road, is the Jack-
son Heights Bazaar, a grocery 
market and food court tailored 
to the neighborhood’s bustling 
South Asian community. It has 
also has found a home in the 
hearts of the wider population.

The market offers fresh, fro-
zen and packaged foods that are 
staples in Bangladesh, Tibet, In-
dia and Pakistan. One end of the 
store is lined with fresh fruits 
and vegetables, bulk grains, halal 
meat and other foods. At the other 
end of the shop is a bustling food 
court with South Asian offerings, 
including biryani dishes and tan-
doori meats.

One of the six owners of the 
bazaar, Mohammed Chunnu, said 
the market and food court attract 
a diverse clientele.

“Bangladeshi people and 
now American people like it, too,” 
he said.

He said about half of the peo-
ple who shop at the bazaar, at 73-07 
37th Road, are South Asian, while 
the remaining half is a diverse 
mix of races and ethnicities.

The bazaar opened about a 
year ago, the joint endeavor of 
Chunnu and his friends, most of 
whom are from Bangladesh but 
one is from India.

“We knew it’s a growing busi-
ness, that’s why we try,” he said.

Chunnu said the most popu-
lar items in the store are the fish. 
The market boasts 10 freezers 
stacked full with frozen fish that 
Chunnu said have been imported 
from Bangladesh. The options 

range in size from the tiny oily 
variety to enormous whole frozen 
fish known as boal.

Chunnu said when the Ba-
zaar first opened business was 
good. But it has not always been 
an easy time for the market. In its 
early days, City Councilman Dan-

iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
was concerned about the bazaar, 
citing wariness among the sur-
rounding community about con-
verting the beloved theater into a 
food court. The owners of the ba-
zaar were also worried about how 
the controversial new pedestrian 

plaza that was being built might 
affect business.

But Dromm’s staff said after 
keeping an eye on the bazaar’s 
construction that it was done 
properly, and Chunnu said the 
plaza has turned out to be fine for 
business.

“It’s OK now,” he said.
He said it does attract home-

less people, but it also is a place 
for the community to gather, eat 
and converse and sometimes he 
will even see people joining to-
gether in song.

“This is good community,” 
he said.

He added that although busi-
ness has been lagging recently, he 
hopes it will pick up once the un-
seasonably cold spring weather 
improves.

And at least one customer 
will help to keep business going. 
Rajendra Shrestha, who moved 
to Jackson Heights from Nepal, 
said he comes to the bazaar’s food 
court nearly every day to eat. He 
said the food is more authentic 
than at other eateries in the neigh-
borhood, reminding him more of 
what he was used to at home.

“It tastes like my country,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Karen Frantz 
by e-mail at kfrantz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4538.

Jax Hts. Bazaar offers taste of South Asia
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for long walks. She said Si-
natra was trained to have a 
calm temperament.

When asked about the 
dog’s name, Maria Lopez 
laughed and said, “He liked 
Frank [Sinatra].”

Maria Lopez said when 
her grandson realized he 
would have to give up Sina-
tra so he could complete his 
four-year enlistment, he 
was heartbroken.

“He broke down. I’ll 
never forget about it. That 
was a terrible day,” she 
said. “He broke down and 
he cried.”

Sal Lopez told the 
founder of Glen Wild Ani-
mal Rescue that sending 
off his four-legged friend of 
2 1/2 years was the hardest 
thing he had ever done.

Maria Lopez had hoped 

Sinatra would be taken in 
by her son, who lives on 
Long Island, but his family 
said they could not adopt 
the dog.

“I hope he gets some-
one loving and kind that 
treats pitbulls the way Sal 
did,” she said.

Hoffman praised Lo-
pez and his grandmother 

Maria for contacting the 
Mayor’s Alliance rather 
than putting the dog out on 
the street.

“He did the responsible 
thing. He wasn’t just going 
to dump his dog,” she said.

Hoffman said large 
dogs like Sinatra and cats 
are the animals that rescue 
groups still struggle to find 
homes for.

“They are very ef-
fective reproductive ma-
chines,” she said of felines.

The Mayor’s Alliance 
coordinates with Animal 
Care & Control to place 
pets in no-kill shelters un-
til they can find perma-
nent homes and works to 
spay and neutral stray cats.  
among other initiatives.

“Our efforts are both 
getting the animals trans-
ferred but also to try to pre-
vent animals from going 
into the shelter in the first 
place,” Hoffman said. 

breaking for the [second 
phase] of this terminal, 
 which we’re kicking off 
right away right on the 
other side of these gates,” 
Delta CEO Richard Ander-
son said last Friday at the 
end of Terminal 4’s Con-
course B.

The 346,000-square-
foot completed project, 
which includes nine new 
and seven renovated in-
ternational gates, Delta’s 
Sky Deck outdoor lounge 
and trendy dining options 
such as Shake Shack and 
Blue Smoke, represents 
the first phase in Delta’s 
expansion at JFK.  Phase 
2, which is slated for com-
pletion in the summer of 
2015, will add another 11 
gates capable of handling 
new wide-bodied aircraft.

Delta is financing the 
second phase with about 

$210 million in tax-exempt 
bonds.

JFK IAT, the private 
company which operates 
the terminal, had been in 
discussions with Delta for 
the carrier to become the 
anchor tenant ever since 
the terminal opened in 
2001 with 16 gates.

But Sept. 11 happened 
four months after the ter-
minal opened and ground-
ed any plans for expansion 
until 2008, when JFK IAT 
and Delta resumed discus-
sions, which culminated 
in Phase 1 of the project.

The airline industry 
is one of the region’s main 
economic engines.

“We’d like to have you 
employ a lot of people here 
and make a lot of money 
and pay a lot of taxes,” 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said.

Build NYC facilitated 
the sale of $210 million in 
tax-exempt bonds to help 
Delta finance the second 

phase of the project. Build 
NYC estimated the bonds 
would cost the city $2.3 
million in foregone tax 
revenue over 25 years, and 
during that time period 
the project would generate 
$194 million in taxes.

Since 2008, the Port 
Authority and its partners 
have invested $5.15 billion 
in aviation infrastructure 
across the region’s air-
ports.

“It’s imperative that 
we continue to invest in 
these airports, 21st-centu-
ry airports,” Port Author-
ity Vice Chairman Scott 
Rechler said.

In the next five years, 
the agency plans on invest-
ing another $3.4 billion 
and its private partners 
will pony up $3.6 billion, 
including a project to re-
place the central terminal 
at LaGuardia Airport.

Continued from Page 1 
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ence.
“The first thing we 

think about is, ‘Wow, the 
system works. Justice will 
prevail. The jury system 
can be fair and impartial.’ 
But what happens is ... the 
court-assigned attorneys 
do the minimal amount of 
service for their client,” he 
said. “They just kind of go 
along and let the process 
go and they really don’t 
fight for you.”

Lopez was convicted 
of the 1989 murder of a 
drug dealer in a Brook-
lyn crack house based on 
the testimony of a drug-
addicted prostitute who, 
after the trial, said she 
had been coerced by pros-
ecutors to falsely identify 
Lopez as the murderer.

His court-appointed 
attorney — who was paid 
$45 an hour as opposed to 
the approximately $500 an 
hour a private attorney 
would earn — did not visit 
Lopez once during the 
year he spent on Rikers 
Island nor did he call any 
witnesses during the trial.

“So I went to trial on 
a murder case with no wit-
nesses,” he said incredu-
lously.

As opposed to a public 
defender, Lopez was ap-
pointed what is known as 
an 18B attorney, a private 
attorney who is paid by 
the court with tax dollars 
to take on a case.

Andre Keeton, a crim-
inal justice professor, said 
“18B lawyers are generally 

those who are appointed by 
judges. They happen to be 
in court on other cases or 
perhaps they’re hanging 
around in the hallways.”

He added, “Some 18B 
lawyers are excellent at-
torneys.”

“And some are not,” 
his colleague, Professor 
Jennifer Wynn, said.

“And some are not,” 
Keeton agreed.

“The reason you can 
be a really bad 18B lawyer 
and maintain your job is 
because nobody is watch-
ing the lawyers,” Wynn 
added.

Brooklyn Federal 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis 
cited “a series of indolent 
and ill-prepared defense 
attorneys” earlier this 
year when he overturned 
Lopez’s conviction in a 
case he called “rotten from 
Day 1.”

Lopez said he did not 
hire a private attorney due 
in part to naivete about 
what he was up against. 
Keeton said that despite 
being presumed innocent 
until proven guilty, defen-
dants are still at a marked 
disadvantage.

“There is a great dis-
parity between prosecu-
tors and defense attorneys 
when it comes to resource 
availability,” he told the 
students. “Resources 
make a huge difference as 
to what kind of attorney 
you can be.

Lopez became a jail-
house lawyer — working 
on his case and those of 
other inmates — and was 
finally freed after spend-
ing 23 1/2 years in prison. 
He was freed, thanks to 
help from Jeffrey Desk-
ovic, who was exonerated 
after 16 years in prison 
and used money from his 
settlement with the gov-
ernment to create his own 
innocence project.

“Actually, to this mo-
ment I can’t believe it,” 
Lopez said, 125 days after 
getting out. “There’s time 
during the day I just sort 
of pinch myself because I 
don’t believe it.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 
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taking the damage claims 
to civil court , Scarborough 
and state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) have in-
troduced legislation that 
would force DEP’s hand in 

activating the wells.
“It would require the 

city to resolve the issue,” 
he said.

The bill will be intro-
duced in the state Assem-
bly’s Committee on Cities 
in early June, according 
to Scarborough, and has 
already made it that far in 

the Senate.
It is about a paragraph 

long and would force any 
city agency to activate ex-
isting infrastructure, re-
ferring to the wells,  to al-
leviate an environmental 
crisis if that agency “by 
acts of omission or commis-
sion” caused it.

Continued from Page 4 

Flooding

the real estate arm of the 
New York Mets, hope to be-
gin cleaning the soil on the 
site in February and even-
tually build a stretch of 
buildings along 126th Street 
across from Citi Field. They 
are also hoping to complete 
a 1.4-million-square-foot 
mall on the other side of the 
stadium by 2018.

Immediately after the 
businesses were shut down, 
Housing told TimesLedger 
Newspapers that because 
the violations were issued 
to a commercial business, 

it would be the tenant’s re-
sponsibility to rectify the 
problems.

But after a group of 
business owners reached 
out to City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), the depart-
ment did an about-face and 
agreed to bring the shops 
into compliance.

“We have been work-
ing diligently with Council 
Member Ferreras to find a 
solution that will allow the 
commercial tenants to re-
turn as quickly as possible. 
The city will be funding 
repairs that will begin in 
the next few days with the 
work expected to be com-

plete and the shops open for 
business soon after,” said 
Housing spokesman Eric 
Bederman.

Enforcement of build-
ing violations in the Iron 
Triangle seems spotty.

Three nearby busi-
nesses also owned by Hous-
ing, and also in the foot-
print of the first part of the 
Willets Point project, had 
full or partial vacate orders 
issued in 2009, yet the loca-
tions were not shut down.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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Pitbull

William Lopez (l.-r.) speaks with LaGuardia Community College 
professors Jennifer Wynn and Andre Keeton about spend-
ing 23 1/2 years in prison on a faulty murder conviction. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Sinatra, a blue brindle pit bull, 
was put up for adoption by his 
owner Sal Lopez of Astoria. 

Photo courtesy Mayor’s Alliance
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Construction’s rise to 

the top of the PSAL is near-
ly complete.

The second-seeded Red 
Hawks won the league’s 
Class B softball title four 
years ago and will now get 
a chance to play for the ‘A’ 
crown after a decisive 11-1, 
six-inning, run-rule win 
over No. 3 DeWitt Clinton 
in the semifinals Sunday 
afternoon at the College of 
Staten Island. Construc-
tion lost in the quarters 
two years ago and the semi-
finals last season before 
breaking through to the 
final for the first time in 
school history.

“It just feels incred-
ible,” said senior catcher 

Kailan Luciano, who was 
3-for-4 with two RBIs and 
two runs scored. “Ever 
since I was a freshman my 
dream was to come to the 
championship.”

Junior ace Britney Ro-
driguez was again superb, 
allowing just a first-inning 
run before stranding run-
ners on first and second 
with no outs to limit the 
damage. She went on to 
allow just two hits while 
striking out 10 for the Red 
Hawks (19-1).

“I was just ready to 
play with hyperness,” Ro-
driguez said. “I had to bring 
myself down.”

Her lineup provided all 
the run support she needed 
in the second inning by 
scoring seven times, bring-

ing 11 batters to the plate 
and taking advantage of 
Clinton (19-1) miscues. Lu-
ciano started her big after-
noon with a triple to right 
field to lead things off.

Amy Pirozek, who was 
3-for-4 with two runs scored, 
delivered an RBI single and 
Emily Perez came through 
with a big three-run dou-
ble over the right fielder’s 
head to extend the lead to 
5-1. Delana Murry plated a 
run with a ground out and 
Luciano made it 7-1 with an 
RBI double.

Construction scored 
twice more in the fifth and 
Pirozek singled home Lu-
ciano in the bottom of the 
sixth to invoke the run rule 
and send the Construction 
players spilling onto the 

field in celebration.
“It’s a long time com-

ing,” Red Hawks Coach 
Marco Migliaccio said. “Ev-
ery year we’d come close.”

The Red Hawks un-
derstand there is one 
more game to play against 
top-seeded and two-time 
defending champion Tot-
tenville 1:30 p.m. Sunday 
at St. John’s University. 
Construction already owns 
a 6-5 win over the Pirates, 
who have won eight of the 
last nine crowns. The play-
ers want to prove once and 
for all that they are the bet-
ter team.

“We want to show ev-
eryone it’s not a mistake,” 
Luciano said of the regular 
season win. “We won that 
game for a reason.”

Red Hawks mash Clinton
Construction preps for PSAL Class A title game against Tottenville

Stanners stay alive 
in CHSAA season

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Donovan Armas im-

mediately thought of for-
mer Coach Jack Curran 
when the senior was in 
trouble in the top of the sev-
enth inning and Molloy’s 
season on the line.

Archbishop Stepinac 
had just scored three times 
in the sixth to get within a 
run. It had a runner on sec-
ond base with one out in the 
seventh of decisive Game 3 
in the CHSAA Class AA 
baseball playoffs. Armas 
couldn’t let down Curran, 
who died in March.

“All I really had in 
my mind was coach,” said 
Armas, who puts Curran’s 
initials in the mound dirt 
before every inning. “This 
season has been all about 
him. That’s our why and we 
have the biggest why. You 
think about coach and any-
thing is possible.”

He then proceeded to 
keep the Stanners’ city title 
hopes alive. Armas record-
ed strike-out No. 10 for the 
game and got Brandon Soto 
to pop out to John Young at 
first to close out No. 5-seed-
ed Molloy’s 4-3 win over No. 

14 Stepinac in Briarwood 
Monday afternoon. The 
Stanners (15-5) advanced to 
face No. 4 St. Raymond in 
the CHSAA Intersectional 
double-elimination tourna-
ment.

“He’s always been a 
calming influence on all of 
us,” Molloy Coach Brad Ly-
ons said of Curran.

He nearly watched the 
Crusaders (10-10) come back 
for the second straight day. 
They rallied to beat Mol-
loy 2-1 in Game 2 Sunday 
to force the deciding con-
test. The Villanova-bound 
Armas, who allowed three 
runs on three hits, had the 
full confidence of his team-
mates that he wouldn’t let it 
happen again.

“I knew he was going 
to get the job done,” center-
fielder Liam Slattery said.

Slattery made Armas’ 
life a bit easier with his 
bat. He tripled with one 
out in the first inning and 
later scored on a Virgilio 
Jimenz ground out to make 
it 1-0. Maine-bound short-
stop Chris Piteo blasted a 
300-plus-foot homer over 
the fence in left center to 

Donovan Armas (l.) is congratulated by teammate Nicholas 
Dorcean after beating Stepinac. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Katherine Valle sheds tears of joy in the arms of Construction teammate Amy Pirozek after beating Clinton. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski Continued on Page 44
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Karin Robinson is 
getting a second chance at 
playing Division I basket-
ball after she nearly let it 
get away. It is an opportu-
nity the former Mary Louis 
star deserves.

Playing at that level 
was supposed to happen 
two years ago, but academic 
issues kept her from attend-
ing George Mason after her 
senior season at The Mary 
Louis Academy. Robinson, 
who played her travel ball 
for Positive Direction, per-
severed, learned and ma-
tured to turn a failure into 
a success story by commit-
ting to Providence. 

Redemption isn’t some-
thing everyone earns.

“There are a lot of 
young ladies and young 
men who go to junior col-
lege and don’t do that,” Posi-
tive Direction Coach JoAnn 
Arbitello said. “They go to 
junior college and that’s the 
last you see of them.”

Robinson’s path to 
Providence, a Division I 
basketball school, began 
with a season after high 
school at Coffeyville CC in 
Kansas, a school set up by 
George Mason. Robinson 
said she didn’t feel comfort-
able with the team’s style 
and approach and left the 
safety net of George Mason. 
With no other college really 
interested, Robinson move 
closer to home at Monroe 
CC in Rochester.

It was the best decision 
she ever made.

Robinson found a coach 
in Monroe’s Tim Parrinello 
that reminded her of Arbi-
tello. She got an up-tempo 

style and the discipline and 
structure she was looking 

for to help her succeed on 
and off the court.

“It was like, ‘Yes, this 
is who I want to play for,’” 
she said.

Robinson earned All-
American honors averag-
ing 10.5 points, 4.0 assists, 
3.7 rebounds and 3.1 steals, 
showing the ability to affect 

a game in multiple ways 
that made her an all-city 

talent for the Hilltoppers. 
She earned a 3.1 GPA this 
year.

“Karin has always 
had the intelligence to 
do the work — what she 
lacked was focus,” Par-
rinello said.

She credits Par-
rinello, Arbitello, trainer 

LaRon Mapp and Positive 
Direction Coaches Jason 
McLeish, Carlos Avila and 
Stanley Milien for never 
giving up on her and push-
ing her to not give up on 
herself. Robinson began 
to trust and listen to them 
more than she had in the 
past and talked about get-
ting her master’s down the 
road — a big step for Rob-
inson.

“When she was reach-
ing out to me more, it 
showed me that she’s under-
standing that everyone has 
a place in her life and that 
there are certain people 
who need to be there when 
you are making a decision,” 
Arbitello said.

It was loyalty that 
landed her at Providence 
over Seton Hall, Eastern 
Michigan, Pittsburgh, In-
diana State, Rutgers and 
Ohio State. First-year Fri-
ars assistant Dario Hernan-
dez has watched Robinson 

play since she was in high 
school and keep a constant 
eye on her.

“He followed me un-
like everybody else,” Rob-
inson said.

She, however, doesn’t 
want everybody else to be 
like her. Robinson regrets 
the path she took. Robinson 
maturely sees it as a chance 
to teach younger players 
not to let that happen to 
them, saying it’s nothing 
anyone should want to go 
through.

She’s worked her way 
past it all now and doesn’t 
see herself going backward. 
Just like when Robinson 
turns her defensive re-
bound into a coast-to-coast 
layup, it’s full speed ahead 
for her from here on out.

“It’s a wonderful feel-
ing,” Robinson said. “It 
feels like I’m still achieving 
things and it’s only the be-
ginning.”

extend the lead to 2-0. Mol-
loy appeared to have bro-
ken the game open when he 
singled in Young and Dan-
iel Gaitan to make it 4-0 in 
the fifth.

“It felt good off the bat 
and I knew it was threw   the 
hole,” Slattery said.

Armas was cruising 
at that point, allowing just 
one hit and facing just one 
over the minimum through 
five. In the sixth he surren-
dered a ground rule double 
to Brandon Campos to cen-
terfield to put two men on. 
Joe Signore followed that 
with a three-run homer to 
right center to pull Stepi-
nac within 4-3.

The barrage took Ar-
mas off guard, but he never 
let up. He couldn’t lose this 
game. It was about more 
than him.

“We are one step closer 
to getting the champion-
ship,” Armas said. “I think 
we can do it.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Elizabeth Byrnes had 

to get control of her emo-
tions because this wasn’t 
the time to lose them.

The Queens High 
School of Teaching ace, 
protecting a one-run lead, 
had just given up a lead-off 
single down the left field 
line. An outfield error put 
the runner on third base in 
the PSAL Class B softball 
semifinals.

“My heart was like 
going through my chest,” 
Byrnes said. “I just need to 
relax and hope.”

The junior proceeded 
to elevate the pressure. She 
got a strikeout and then in-
duced a pop-up to second 
base for the second out. 
Byrnes got the next bat-
ter to fly to left field and 
watched as Megan Frary 
settled under it.

“I almost dropped,” 
Byrnes said.

Instead, she got to leap 
high in the air in celebra-
tion as the ball settled into 
Frary’s glove to end the 
pressure-backed seventh 
inning and give No. 12-seed-
ed Queens HS of Teaching a 
thrilling 4-3 win over top-
seed Robert H. Goddard at 
the College of Staten Island 
Sunday afternoon.

Goddard came from 

behind to win both regular 
season meetings between 
the division rivals. Byrnes 
didn’t let that happen again 
in the season’s most impor-
tant game to date. She al-
lowed just two earned runs 
on five hits while striking 
out seven.

“She showed a lot of 
maturity today,” Tigers 
Coach Rosemariette Car-

rasco said. “It says a lot to 
stay composed.”

The Tigers (14-5) re-
turn to the title game for 
the first time since winning 
the crown in 2007. Queens 
HS of Teaching was a Class 
A team last season and won 
just two games before mov-
ing down again. The Tigers 
face No. 7 Robert F. Kenne-
dy in the final June 2 at St. 

John’s University.
They also did it with 

the help of Byrnes’ bat. She 
collected two hits and drove 
in three runs. Marisol Ro-
driguez singled in the top of 
the second and later scored 
on a wild pitch. Byrnes sin-
gled home two more in the 
third to make it 3-0.

Goddard (16-3) got two 
runs back in the bottom of 
the inning with a Victoria 
Picarella RBI double and 
an outfield error to close 
with in 5-2. Byrnes drove 
in a run with a single in the 
fifth, but a pass ball plated 
Nina Recchia in the bottom 
of the frame to pull God-
dard back within 4-3.

Byrnes kept it there 
and kept Queens HS of 
Teaching’s title hopes 
alive.

“We knew we had the 
skill win,” Byrnes said. “We 
just had to get our heads in 
there and we did.”
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Byrnes leads QHST to victory over Goddard

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Continued from Page 43

Molloy

Queens High School for Teaching ’s Elizabeth Byrnes gets a hug from a teammate after the win. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Former TMLA star achieves hoops dream 
Karin Robinson perseveres and lands spot on Providence roster after two years at junior college 

Karin Robinson is headed to Providence to play basketball. 
Photo courtesy Monroe Community College Athletics
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BY ELIO VELEZ
 
The Bayside softball 

team has come up with 
plenty of offensive firepow-
er this season en route to 
winning the PSAL Queens 
A-I division title.

But on May 22, the 
Commodores witnessed 
visiting Susan Wagner get 
their bats rolling like Bay-
side is used to seeing itself 
do against others. Falcons 
catcher Danielle Drucker 
recorded three triples and 
drove in four runs to power 
No. 5-seeded Wagner to a 
15-8 win over No. 4 Bayside 
in the Class A quarterfi-
nals.

It was an emotional end 
to the season for the young 
and talented Commodores 
(17-2) in their attempt to 
reach the semifinals for the 
first time since 2008 with 
Coach Steve Piorkowski re-
turning after battling can-
cer last year.

“It was a very tough 
loss,” said Bayside starting 
pitcher Heidi Gomez, who 

took the loss. “We tried and 
we could have done better 
but we did our best.”

Bayside got an early 
emotional lift on a leadoff 
home run by shortstop Tara 
Bernstein in the bottom of 
the first inning. That ad-
vantage was short-lived.

Ninth-place hitter 
Kayla-Ashley Fred also 
had three hits and smacked 
a two-run homer to right 
field off Gomez in the top 
of the second to give Wag-

ner (15-4) a 4-1 lead. Bayside 
was held in check by fresh-
man pitcher Antoinette Si-
monetti, who pitched out of 
trouble for most of the day 
despite eight errors com-
mitted defensively by Wag-
ner.

Piorkowski has been 
around long enough to 
know his young team had 
to play well with the com-
petition getting tougher 
as the playoffs progressed. 
Committing three errors 

defensively and getting 
some base running mis-
takes didn’t help Bayside’s 
cause.

“It just comes down 
to execution. It’s a pretty 
simple game,” Piorkowski 
said. “You have pitching 
and catching and defense. 
It involves catching the ball 
and throwing the ball and 
we didn’t execute.”

The last chance for 
Bayside to get back into the 
ball game was when Bern-

stein drove home Taylor 
Moy and Amanda Arenas 
with a two-run triple and 
scored on a throwing er-
ror to cut the Wagner lead 
to 9-5. The Falcons would 
extend their lead by plat-
ing seven more runs in the 
sixth to take a 14-5 lead.

The encouraging 
thing for Bayside is that 
the entire lineup, exclud-
ing senior left fielder Bri-
tany Naposki, returns next 
season. Bernstein and her 

teammates are confident 
this group can progress 
next season and make a 
concerted run at winning a 
championship.

“I’m hoping next year 
to meet whoever at St. 
John’s in the championship 
game,” Bernstein said. “We 
got a young team right now 
and we’re going to get more 
young players next year 
and bring the seniors back, 
so we’re going to try to end 
it off good.”
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ESLEDGER.COMBayside’s Tara Bernstein (l.) attempts to tag out Wagner’s Jessica 

Barbaria at second base. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Wagner bats bounce Bayside from softball playoffs
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