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Residents of northeast 
Queens were hot with rage after 
learning they might lose their 
own free public pool unless the 
City Council can find the funding 
to keep it afloat.

The city Parks commissioner 
testified in a Council hearing May 
30 that an additional $1.5 million 
was needed to keep four city pools 
open this year, including the one 
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BY PHIL CORSO

An hour-long standoff ended 
for a Long Island man on the roof-
top of a home in Bayside after he 
allegedly broke in and threatened 
to jump, the Police Department 
said.

John Stewart, 43, was ar-
rested Tuesday afternoon after 
police said he broke into a two-
story home on Francis Lewis 
Boulevard near 35th Avenue and 
worked his way up to the roof.

A spokesman for the 111th 
Precinct said police at the scene 
were able to apprehend Stewart 
during the stand-off in which of-
ficers tried to talk him off the 
roof. After he was in custody, the 
man was then wheeled into an 
ambulance truck on a stretcher, 
confined because of his threats of 

Crowd gathers on 
Francis Lews Blvd. 
for dramatic arrest

Ft. Totten pool 
needs city funds 
to open in June

CATS 
For 

MAYOR A New Yorker for all New Yorkers
cats2013.com

Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

Police apprehend suspect John Stewart after he allegedly broke into a home on Francis Lewis Boulevard and threatened to 
jump off its rooftop. Photo by Phil Corso

Cops keep man from suicide jump

BY PHIL CORSO

A Newsweek and The Daily 
Beast grading of the country’s 
Top 2,000 high schools listed 10 
from Queens, with some of the 
top performers including Bay-
side High School, Cardozo High 
School of Bayside and Townsend 
Harris High School of Flushing.

Bayside, Flushing 
ace school ranking

See story on Page 4

Flushing teen charged 
in at least 12 burglaries
Page 2 QGuide Page 45QGuide QGuide Page 45Page 45

Music from 
the saw
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BY PHIL CORSO

For months, head chef 
Brian Tolisano has had 
to tell passers-by when 
Smokin’ Aces would open 
its doors to Douglaston.

The quiet northeast 
Queens community was 
hungry for something new 
after Strawberry’s Sports 
Grill closed there in Oc-
tober, he said, which was 
exactly what he hoped to 
deliver when the Southern 
bistro opened up this week.

“We opened at a great 
time for sports fans and for 
Douglaston,” said Tolisano, 
a resident of Astoria. “This 
is a close community and 
we can’t wait to get all the 
regulars back in here.”

Tolisano had worked 
as a chef there when the res-
taurant, at 42-15 235th St., 
still had the Strawberry’s 
name along with Freeport, 
L.I., resident Vinny Giacco-
ne, the assistant manager 
and bartender.

After Strawberry’s 
closed, the two teamed up 
to deliver something they 
said Douglaston deserved: 
a simple yet classy sports 
bar and restaurant without 
the bells and whistles.

“We wanted to come 
back because this whole 
community is one big fam-
ily,” Giaccone said. “But 
now we have to earn their 
trust.”

And to do that, the bar-
tender and assistant man-
ager said Smokin’ Aces 
would seek to offer what 
the bars and restaurants 
along nearby Bell Boule-
vard did not.

“We want to be a 
higher-end sports bar at-
mosphere,” Giaccone said. 
“But at the same time, we 
are going to keep every-
thing simple. We are not 
trying to be too innovative 
here.”

The bartender-chef 
duo said they wanted 
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Detectives from the 

109th Precinct tracked 
down a 16-year-old last 
week allegedly responsible 
for about 15 brazen break-
ins and burglaries in north-
east Queens.

The teen, whose 
name is being withheld 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, is accused of break-
ing into residents’ homes 
while they slept, burglar-
izing several businesses at 
multiple locations, busting 
into a veterinary clinic and 
purloining a wide range of 
items, including cash, elec-
tronics, sodas, hand cream 
and even a dog, according 
to multiple criminal com-
plaints filed by the Queens 
district attorney.

The teen was finally 
nabbed, thanks to the work 
of the City’s Finest, who re-
ceived a little help from one 
of the victims.

“It was fantastic work,” 
said Inspector Brian Magu-
ire, commanding officer at 
the 109th Precinct.

On May 21, a Murray 
Hill man woke up to find 
$3,000 worth of electronic 
devices missing from his 
home, including a Nintendo 
DS, a handheld gaming sys-
tem, according to the DA.

When police arrived 
at the man’s home, he pro-
vided them with the serial 
number of the handheld 
gaming device, Maguire 
said, which later appeared 
on a database as being sold 
at a Roosevelt Avenue shop.

After police paid a vis-

it to the seller, he told detec-
tives that he recently had 
his license stolen , accord-
ing to Maguire. The man 
recognized the 16-year-old 
from security footage at the 
shop as living nearby, and 
officers surmised the teen 
took the ID and used it to 
sell the device.

“It goes to show how 
important it is to write 
down the serial numbers,” 
he said. “It was critical to 
the investigation.”

The teen was arrested 
May 29 after a foot chase 
in downtown Flushing and 
was charged with multiple 
counts of burglary and 
theft, along with identity 

theft and criminal mischief 
in connection with about 
15 break-ins between late 
March to late May, accord-
ing to the DA.

The 16-year-old hit sev-
eral homes in the Murray 
Hill area while the occu-
pants slept inside, accord-
ing to the complaints.

For instance, after 
breaking into the home of a 
Murray Hill woman May 17 
and allegedly stealing a lap-
top, iPad, iPhone, driver’s 
permit and more than $200 
while she slept, the teen 
returned May 25 at about 6 
p.m. This time the woman 
heard a noise and allegedly 
saw him walking out the 

back door of her residence.
When she later checked 

her medicine cabinet, she 
noticed some hand cream 
was missing, according to 
the DA.

The alleged thief told 
police that inside he opened 
the bedroom door and saw 
the woman before taking 
off, the DA said.

Later that night, the 
teen allegedly stole $50 in 
coins from another house, 
according to the DA.

On two other nights 
in May, the teen broke into 
houses while their occu-
pants slept, but in each case 
a dog scared him away and 

Vinny Giaccone (l.), Smokin’ Aces’ bartender and assistant man-
ager, joins head chef, general manager and partner Brian Tolisano 
in their new Douglaston sports bar. The wall behind them reads, 
“One for the money, two for the show.” Photo by Phil Corso

A teenage burglar allegedly broke into the Flushing Veterinary Hospital and pilfered some cash and a 
phone before being scared off by a pig, according to the Queens district attorney. Photo by Joe Anuta

Smokin’ Aces bistro 
replaces Strawberry’s

Cops nab teen burglar: DA
109th detectives arrest 16-year-old charged in more than dozen break-ins

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 54
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The Flushing Food 

Festival’s first year going 
public was so successful 
that the 450 lucky ticket 
holders devoured the entire 
stockpile of curries, noo-
dles, sandwiches and sushi 
before the event was sched-
uled to close last Saturday.

By noon, gourmands 
hoping to pick up unclaimed 
passes lined up at the door 
of the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel ballroom since 
the Downtown Flushing 
Transit Hub Business Im-
provement District had al-
ready sold out of tickets.

Those who were autho-
rized to enter found some of 
Flushing’s best food gath-
ered in one room.

Restaurants represent-
ing China, Taiwan, Viet-
nam, Thailand, Malaysia 
and Japan all had their own 
unique dishes on display.

One of the most dis-

tinctive was beef tripe from 
Cheng Du Tian Fu, a small 
food stall in a subterranean 
food court, at 41-28 Main 
St.

The prevalence of 
stomach and intestine in 
Chinese and Taiwanese 
cuisine can test the limit 
of many adventurous eat-
ers. But rather than build 
around the tripe or high-
light it, the culinary minds 
at the restaurant, named 
after the capital of Sichuan 
Province, seemed to put the 
flavor of the thinly sliced, 
tender offal on equal foot-
ing with other ingredients 
— peanuts, cilantro and 
herbs cooked in what ap-
peared to be sesame oil — 
making for a balanced and 
surprisingly refreshing 
concoction.

It was liberally spiced 
with the region’s distinc-
tive Sichuan pepper, which 
induces a tingling or numb-
ing sensation in the mouth 

while simultaneously im-
parting heat.

Mamak, a newly 
opened Malaysian restau-
rant, at 35-20 Farrington 
St., was spooning out halal 
cuisine straight from the 
country’s Panang region.

Mamak’s fare toed the 
line between Indian- and 
Southeast Asian-style cui-
sine, since both are preva-
lent in the melting pot of 

Malaysia. On one hand, 
owner Nani Yusof Hughie 
whipped up lamb and chick-
en curries so hearty they 
seemed to defy the laws of 
gastronomy. On the other, 
Mamak was offering a 
sweet dessert called cendol. 
It is a coconut milk-based 
liquid containing beans, 
palm sugar and a special 
plant called the pandan leaf 
often found in Thai cook-

ing. In the restaurant, it is 
poured over shaved ice.

Pho Hoang, at 41-01 
Kissena Blvd., returned 
this year with wildly pop-
ular Vietnamese ban mi 
sandwiches, which often 
include pork, cucumbers 
and heavy doses of cilantro 
— making them one of the 
best sandwich-related inno-
vations since the invention 
of the handheld meal itself.

Also back at the fes-
tival was 101 Taiwanese 
Cuisine, at 135-11 40th 
Road, this time bearing 
zongzi, traditional Tai-
wanese sticky rice made 
with peanuts and pork. The 
culinary staff also served 
three-cup chicken, a savory 
and garlicky dish accented 
with basil.

After a closed trial run 
last year, the festival was 
opened to the public for a $5 
fee, according to Dian Yu, 
executive director of the 
improvement district.

“The people who want-
ed to come really surpassed 
the number of tickets we 
had, which just shows that 
there is a market. People 
are interested in trying dif-
ferent food,” he said.

The best part of the fes-
tival was hearing from tick-
et holders who discovered a 
new restaurant or style of 
cooking that made them 
want to go to the actual lo-
cation and have a proper 
meal, telling friends about 
it in the process.

“Those experiences, 
that is what we are aiming 
for,” Yu said. “Our goal is 
to promote the local busi-
nesses, which really helps 
the local economy.”

Yu predicts the festival 
will only return bigger and 
better next year. Check out 
flushingbid.com for a list of 
participating restaurants 
and other suggestions for 
eating out in the neighbor-
hood.

Adventurous eaters line up to try a wide variety of dishes at the 
Flushing Food Festival. Photo courtesy Flushing BID

Flushing Food Festival features neighborhood’s best nosh
Tickets sell out for event packed with restaurants showcasing food from a variety of Asian regions
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BY PHIL CORSO

Oakland Gardens’ Na-
thaniel Hawthorne Middle 
School has been buzzing 
with excitement on the 
news that one of its own 
was crowned a national 
spelling bee champion.

Bayside Hills 13-year-
old Arvind Mahankali 
clinched the title last 
Thursday night, putting the 
perfect end to his middle 
school spelling career. The 
MS 74 eighth-grader placed 
third the last two years and 
ninth in 2010 before bring-
ing home the $30,000 grand 
prize.

Principal Anthony 
Armstrong was in the 
crowd watching as Mah-
ankali held out his hand 
and pretended to spell on it 
with the other, one letter at 
a time. At times, the prin-
cipal said even he was too 
nervous to sit.

“There was such ex-
citement and tension each 
time he came up during the 
finals with words that even 
I was unfamiliar with,” 
Armstrong said. “My per-
sonal anxiety took over and 
I just tried to breathe natu-
rally.”

The Bayside Hills 
eighth-grader’s victory 
sent him to City Hall Tues-
day, posing for photos like a 
celebrity alongside Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, his 
principal and family. He 
will also be making an ap-
pearance on ABC’s “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!” this week.

“It is incredible how 
much support, love and ap-
preciation I have received 
from New Yorkers over 
these last few years,” Ma-
hankali said. “I am happy 
that I can make New York 
proud in my own little 
way.”

And to bring his vic-
tory full-circle, the spelling 
specialist had to overcome 
a word of German origin 
yet again, to beat out 280 
other spellers from across 
the country. Last year, Ma-
hankali fell victim to the 
word, “schwannoma,” a 
German word for a tumor 

of the peripheral nerve.
But this time around, 

Mahankali successfully 
spelled the German-derived 
Yiddish word “knaidel,” a 
kind of dumpling typically 
eaten in Jewish homes dur-
ing Passover. When he was 
finished, masses of confetti 
shot into the air and he was 
handed the championship 
trophy, which he raised 
high.

It was Mahankali’s 
last chance at the title, 
since the bee only includes 
students between Grades 3 
and 8. He is now bound for 
Stuyvesant High School in 
Manhattan.

Armstrong said he was 
inspired to see the young 
students encouraging each 
other throughout the event 
despite the fierce competi-
tion. From the crowd, he 
said the 13-year-old could 
be seen giving advice to 
the second- and third-place 
winners because he, too, 
had been in their shoes be-
fore.

“His maturity was 
something humbling to ex-
perience,” Armstrong said.

That same team-ori-
ented mentality followed 
the eighth-grader back 
to his middle school this 
week, the school’s principal 
said.

“He’s helped to make 
spelling fashionable again 
in our school,” Armstrong 
said. “Now I have children 
talking and thinking about 
spelling. It’s a great topic 

BY PHIL CORSO

Two Bayside high 
schools, along with eight 
others from across the bor-
ough landed in the annual 
Top 2,000 list put out by 
Newsweek and The Daily 
Beast.

But only two broke the 
Top 100: Townsend Harris 
High School in Flushing at 
43 and Queens HS for the 
Sciences at York College in 
Jamaica at 73.

The America’s Best 
High Schools 2013 ranking 
compiles the country’s top 
high schools by assessing 
how prepared their stu-
dents are for college, ana-
lyzing graduation rates, 
college applicants and test 
scores. All but two of the 
10 Queens schools to make 
the list came from commu-
nities in the more northern 
part of the borough like 
Bayside, Flushing, Corona 
and Astoria. 

Bayside HS was ranked 
331 out of the country’s 2,000 
best, with an overall gradu-
ation rate of 91 percent 
and a college-bound senior 
rate of 99 percent. Nearby 

Benjamin Cardozo HS also 
made the list at 1,153 with 
a graduation rate of 85 per-
cent and college acceptance 
rate of 96 percent.

Both schools have en-
joyed plenty of recognition 
and success over the years 
as part of one of the city’s 
most prestigious and cel-
ebrated districts: District 
26, which includes schools 

in Bellerose, Floral Park, 
Oakland Gardens and 
Queens Village.

One district over, 
Flushing’s Townsend Har-
ris topped all the borough 
schools in the listing at 43. 
The school aced a perfect 
100 percent for both gradua-
tion rate and college-bound 
senior rates, the ranking 
showed.

In Jamaica, Queens 
HS for the Sciences at York 
College ranked second-
highest in the borough at 
73 with a graduation rate of 
98 percent and a perfect 100 
percent college acceptance 
rate.

Other Queens high 
schools making the Top 
2,000 list of high schools 

BY JOE ANUTA

Queens College’s class of 2013 
sweated through their graduation 
ceremony last week while receiving 
some parting advice from a distin-
guished alumnus who got his start in 
the borough.

The CUNY school held its com-
mencement ceremony last Thursday 
morning under sunny skies and a 
beating sun.

But that did not dampen the 
mood on the Queens College quad-
rangle, where art collector, philan-
thropist, scholar and class of 1974 
graduate Nasser David Khalili spoke 
at length about the need for mutual 
respect between people of different 
religious faiths and his hard-scrabble 
days along Woodside Avenue in the 
late 1960s.

“The biggest weapon of mass de-

struction is ignorance,” he told the 
legions of black robe-clad students 
assembled before him. “And if igno-
rance is the problem, education is 
surely the solution.”

Khalili emigrated from Iran in 
1967 with less than $1,000 to his name. 

While attending Queens College, he 
waited tables at a diner along Queens 
Boulevard while living in an $8-a-
week room on Woodside Avenue that 
was barely big enough for a bed and 
dresser.

A British subject, Khalili is now 
a renowned scholar of Islamic art and 
noted that people often thought his 
fascination strange since he was Jew-
ish.

Khalili, who was awarded the 
Queens College President’s Medal, 
has set up multiple programs to fos-
ter understanding between religious 
faiths, according to the college’s presi-
dent, James Muyskens.

“Through his efforts, many stu-
dents have been exposed to a culture 
they might otherwise have known 
only poorly or through a distorted 
lens,” he said.

Graduates of Queens College thank friends 
and family in the commencement au-
dience with a round of applause. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

City School Chancellor Dennis Walcott visits Townsend Harris in 2012 for a ceremony to honor a 
teacher.

Arvind Mahankali celebrates 
victory after spelling his way to 
a national championship. 

Queens College lauds 2013 graduates

Townsend leads boro’s stars
Bayside, Cardozo also make list of best U.S. high schools

Spelling champion 
has Bayside abuzz

Continued on Page 58
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Developers of the $3 
million Willets Point proj-
ect are not contractually 
required to build affordable 
housing in part because the 
city wants to shield itself 
from a potential lawsuit.

The Bloomberg admin-
istration did not want to 
risk paying out legal dam-
ages to the developers — 
Related Cos. and Sterling 
Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets 
— should the city fail to 
build additional ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway, 
an essential precursor to 
constructing the housing 
component of the project, 
officials and the companies 
said at a recent meeting.

“If for some unforeseen 
reason [the ramps] didn’t 
get built, they didn’t want 
us to have a right to sue the 
city,” Glen Goldstein, presi-
dent of Related Retail, said 
at an April 25 meeting with 

Community Board 7. “It 
was done so there would be 
no liability from the city to 
the joint venture.”

After passing the City 
Council with much fanfare 
over the affordable housing 
component of the project in 
2008, the 62-acre project was 
subsequently split into two 
phases by the Bloomberg 
administration.

The first phase was 
then split into two more 
phases by the joint venture, 
which inked a contract 
with the city in August 2012 
to develop 23 acres.

The first phase entails 
cleaning the historically 
contaminated soil. Then 
the Queens Development 
Group will build a hotel and 
small retail stores along 
126th Street across from 
Citi Field, a temporary 
parking lot behind that and 
a 1.4 million-square-foot 
mall west of Citi Field in 
a parking lot leased to the 
Mets.

The housing compo-
nent, including affordable 
units, is slated to be built 
on the temporary parking 
lot in the second phase be-
ginning in 2024, but there 
is no guarantee that will 
happen. The ramps are 
required to start, yet the 
city is not required to build 
them.

Last week a state law-

maker demanded a con-
tractual guarantee that the 
affordable housing portion 
will be built during a news 
conference in the Iron Tri-
angle.

“We need to get back 
to the table and ensure we 
get affordable housing back 
in the plan,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said at a small rally May 30 

with two community advo-
cacy groups: Make the Road 
New York and the Queens 
Housing Coalition.

Peralta blasted what 
he called “bait and switch” 
tactics on the city’s part, al-
lowing affordable housing 
to be touted when the mea-
sure passed the Council, 
but then pushing it to the 
tail end of the development.

The city Economic De-
velopment Corp. said it has 
no plans to alter the con-
tract, since it has repeat-
edly pledged it will follow 
through with the construc-
tion, estimated to cost about 
$50 million.

“The city is committed 
to the full cost of building 
the ramps,” David Quart, 
of the city Economic Devel-
opment Corp., said at the 
April 25 meeting.

In fact, the corpora-
tion has already begun ini-
tiatives to set aside funding 
and gain approvals for the 
ramps, according to EDC, 
which will eventually lead 
to the full 35 percent of af-
fordable house outlined in 
the 2008 plan.

The Bloomberg Ad-
ministration and the devel-
opers maintain the retail 
components of the project 
need to come first to make 
it economically viable 
and set the stage for a new 
neighborhood.

BY JOE ANUTA

 A controversial bill 
that would help transfer 
Queens parkland to the 
United States Tennis As-
sociation was introduced 
in Albany Monday with-
out any names attached, 
although a source said it 
was written by the mayor’s 
office.

The state Senate legis-
lation primed 0.68 acres of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park to be added to the as-
sociation’s current 42-acre 
lease of the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter, although the City Coun-
cil has to sign off before the 
state Legislature can make 
it official.

The association said it 
needs the sliver of land to 
allow for the construction 
of a new stadium, the refur-
bishing of another and the 

expansion of retail and of-
fice space to keep the facil-
ity in top condition.

In addition, the USTA 
is returning 1.56 acres of 
leased land to the city via 
the bill, but the announce-
ment of the parkland swap 
was largely panned by park 
advocacy groups who noted 
the actual use of the land 
will remain the same.

Bills are often written 
by lawmakers who act as 
sponsors, but this particu-
lar piece of legislation was 
introduced straight from 
the Senate Committee on 
Rules.

This is standard prac-
tice in Albany for bills pro-
posed late in session, for 
bills with wide support, or 
according to Barbara Bar-
toletti, legislative director 
for the good government 
group League of Women 
Voters of New York State, 

to protect the legislation’s 
source from criticism.

“We’ve always looked 
for transparency. But this 
is, unfortunately, the way 
politics work here in Alba-
ny,” she said.

Albany insiders refer 
to these bills as being intro-
duced by Mr. Rules, though 
a source knowledgeable 
about the arrangement said 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion authored the text.

The head of the Com-
mittee on Rules is Senate 
Majority Coalition Leader 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Center). 

The tennis center ac-
tually lies in the district of 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), but the lawmak-
er, who last week ended his 
campaign for borough pres-
ident, said back in March 
he would not sponsor the 

BY PHIL CORSO

The man defeated by 
now embattled City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) squashed ru-
mors that he would enter 
the race again this year as 
the crowded field of con-
tenders produced a new 
round of political endorse-
ments for some of the play-
ers.

Kevin Kim, who ran 
for northeast Queens’ 19th 
District seat against Hal-
loran in 2009, announced 
he would not be joining 
the growing list 
of Democrats vy-
ing for the seat 
despite reports 
he was considering a cam-
paign.

“Words cannot de-
scribe how grateful I am for 
the outpouring of support 

I received from so many 
people in the community,” 
said Kim, a Manhattan 
resident. “I will continue 

to actively and vigor-
ously participate in 
advocacy efforts that 
are in the best inter-

est of the community as a 
whole.”

While Kim ultimately 
opted out of the race, a hand-
ful of Democrats continued 

to battle it out for a spot on 
the ballot in November, in-
cluding Douglaston attor-
ney John Duane; Flushing 
urban planning consultant 
Paul Graziano; Austin 
Shafran, a Bayside native 
and former government 
spokesman for the Empire 
State Development Author-
ity; party-backed Flushing 
attorney Paul Vallone; and 
former Halloran Chief of 
Staff Chrissy Voskerichian 
of Flushing.

On the other side of the 
aisle, GOP-backed Douglas-
ton attorney Dennis Saf-
fran has also been schedul-
ing campaign fund-raisers 
regularly with hopes of 
holding onto the Republi-
can district.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced his 
support last week for Gra-

State Sen. Jose Peralta (front l.) listens as a member of Make the Road New York speaks about afford-
able housing needs. Photo by Joe Anuta

Kevin Kim passes on run 
to replace Dan Halloran

City authors Senate legislation
to lease boro parkland to USTA

Willets housing vow lost to city’s legal fears

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58

Former City Council candidate 
Kevin Kim says he will not run 
for the northeast Queens seat 
currently held by Dan Halloran.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

After the city and the 
teachers union failed to 
reach an agreement ear-
lier this year on a new 
teacher evaluation system, 
state education officials 
last week came out with a 
plan.

As part of its applica-
tion for the federal Race to 
the Top grant, New York 
pledged to have a teacher 
evaluation system imple-
mented in every school 
district throughout the 
state. But by the Jan. 17 
deadline, the city and 
the United Federation of 
Teachers could not come 
together on a deal, costing 
city schools $250 million 
in aid.

New York City was 
the only district to fail to 
come to an agreement on 
a plan.

In a nod to the divisive 
stalemate the two sides had 
come to, state Education 
Commissioner John King 
Jr. Friday released a plan 
he said would allow the 
city to remove ineffective 
teachers from the class-
room, but would focus on 
creating better educators.

“It’s time,” King said. 
“There are strong mea-
sures to help remove inef-
fective teachers and princi-
pals, but let’s be clear: New 
York is not going to fire its 
way to academic success. 
The key to this plan is the 
training, support and pro-

fessional development that 
must be put in place to help 
teachers and principals 
improve their practice.”

The new plan will be 
in effect through the 2016-
17 school year — enough 
time for the next mayor to 
remove ineffective teach-

ers — and after that point 
it can be succeeded by a 
plan reached through col-
lective bargaining. Any 
such plan would need 
King’s approval.

Starting next year, 60 
percent of a teacher’s eval-
uation will be measured 
through observation, and 
teachers can choose how 
they wish to be observed.

Teachers can choose 
to be observed either in 
person or have their class-
room taped, and they have 
two options as to how many 
of those observations are 

MICHAEL MULGREW

State Ed Dept. imposes
teacher evaluation sytem

1-800-BUY-FENCE
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Hallelujah
FOOT & SPA

Father’s 

Day Specia
l 

42-34 235th Street Douglaston, NY 11363 
(Near Douglaston LIRR Station) FREE PARKING IN REAR

(718) 279-7577/9577 | hallelujahspa@gmail.com

WE PROVIDE:
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One of the best regional hospitals for cancer care – 
           U.S. News & World Report 2012-2013.

One of America’s Top Cancer Hospitals –
Becker’s Hospital Review 2013.

            Unique “Nurse Navigator” program guides patients 
                         through every phase of treatment.

Broad range of advanced treatment options: CyberKnife® 
Radiotherapy, minimally invasive robotic surgery, leading-edge 

chemotherapy, holistic medicine and more.

Certified by American College of Surgeons 
Commission on Cancer.

Cancer Center for Kids is a national leader and the largest 
outpatient facility in Nassau County for treating children with 

cancer or blood disorders.

Extensive research studies, including basic research and clinical 
trials, provide state-of-the-art treatment options.

Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

Our world-class cancer treatment 
programs help turn cancer 

patients into cancer survivors. 
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 HILLCREST — Three 20-somethings 
were arrested last week after police found 
drugs, cash, a fake gun and more than 400 
stolen Apple products in their apartment, 
according to the NYPD.

Adam Jaffer, 22; William Chen, 20; 
and Justin Pinder, 20, all of 77-15 168th St., 
identified as St. John’s University students 
by the New York Post, were charged with 
trademark counterfeiting, criminal pos-
session of stolen property, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and unlawful possession 
of marijuana, the NYPD said.

When officers executed a search war-
rant inside the trio’s home May 29, they 
recovered 443 iPhones, 20 iPads and 11 
iTouches from the apartment along with 
a black imitation pistol, $9,180 and a small 
amount of marijuana, police said.

Are high rates and fees  
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Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!
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Blotter

Police looking for missing man in Bayside

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

COLLEGE POINT — A 22 year-old man was stabbed 
multiple times on a College Point street corner, and the 
NYPD is hoping the public can help identify the suspect.

Just before 9 a.m. March 24, the suspect approached 
another man near the corner of 20th Avenue and 124th 
Street and stabbed him several times before fleeing in a 
light-colored vehicle, police said.

The NYPD has release surveillance footage showing 
the suspect.

An image shows the suspect wanted in a College Point stabbing. 
Image courtesy NYPD

Police show the stash of stolen electron-
ics allegedly found in a Queens apartment. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

NYPD seeks public help in finding Flushing woman

Flushing’s ‘Sweetheart Swindler’ sentenced

 FLUSHING — Cops are looking for a man who al-
legedly masturbated on the No. 7 train last month.

A 64-year-old woman observed the man’s alleged 
lewd behavior just before noon May 13 on a Queens-
bound train, according to the NYPD.

It was unclear at what point the woman became 
privy to the actions of the suspect, described as 5 feet 9 
inches tall,weighing 160 pounds and in his early 30s, but 
he got off the train at the Main Street stop. 

Police released an image of the man.  

Teen could get 25 years in Hollis shooting

Police are searching for this suspect wanted in connection with a 
lewd act on the No. 7 train. Image courtesy NYPD.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The commencement 
speaker at York College’s 
43rd graduation counseled 
a class of predominantly 
minority women students 
not to let the obstacles of 
racism, sexism and preju-
dice get in the way of their 
career goals.

“I think of — and this 
is what I share with you 
— any of the ‘isms’ like I 
think of gravity,” Johnny 
Taylor Jr. told York’s class 
of 2013 Friday morning. 
“We understand that grav-
ity is everywhere, it’s all 

around us, right? But in 
spite of it airplanes take 
off, in spite of it trees grow 
vertically.”

Taylor is the president 
and chief executive officer 
of the Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund, which fi-
nancially supports 53 
public, historically black 
colleges and universities, 

including York.
Named by Ebony 

Magazine in 2011 as one 
of the 100 most influential 
black Americans, Taylor 
held several high-ranking 
positions in law and media 
companies before joining 
the fund, and he urged the 
class of more than 1,000 
grads not to ignore but in-
stead to go “over, around 
and under” the prejudices 
they will face in their 
lives.

“It wins if you allow 
it to get in the way of your 
success,” he said.

The graduating class 

had a more than 2-1 ratio 
of women to men, included 
11 veterans and counted 
members who hailed from 
countries as far away as 
Albania and Tanzania.

“You are as diverse in 
majors and ages as you are 
in ethnicity,” York Presi-
dent Marcia Keizs told the 
students.

York faced a particu-
lar hardship earlier in the 
academic year when Su-
perstorm Sandy hit, and 
the school shut down for 
several days in order to 
serve as a shelter for about 
200 people displaced by the 
storm.

Valedictorian Debra 
Worms, who graduated 
with a 3.989 GPA and a 
bachelor’s in chemistry, 
said she immigrated to the 
United States five years 
ago from a small commu-
nity in Jamaica, “where 
educational success is not 
measured because it is so 
seldom achieved.”

She plans to intern 
at the National Institutes 
of Health in Washington, 
D.C., for a year as she pre-
pares for medical school, 
where she would like to 
study for both her M.D. 
and Ph.D. 

Worms said she re-
fused to let society place 
limitations on her because 
of who she was and encour-
aged her classmates not to 
be victims of their circum-
stances.

“Many of us, includ-
ing myself, are proof that 
it does not matter where 
you are from or the obsta-
cles you have had to over-
come,” she said. “What 
truly matters is that we 
are determined enough to 
overcome them.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BREAKING NEWS

BY PHIL CORSO

This year’s 52nd 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College commence-
ment ceremony was a last 
hurrah for more than 2,000 
graduates, but also a new 
beginning for its first fe-
male president.

Just minutes before 
their tassels were turned 
and caps were hurled into 
the air, the QCC commu-
nity welcomed Dr. Diane 
B. Call as the college’s fifth 
president in her inaugura-
tion ceremony.

“My years at Queens-
borough have been extraor-
dinarily blessed,” Call said. 
“The list of those who have 
inspired me along my jour-
ney is long and I am deeply 
grateful to them all.”

Call was named inter-
im president of the college 
in 2010 after decades of ser-
vice in other academic and 
administrative positions 
there. Her role as president 
went into effect Jan. 28.

She was all smiles as 
she formally accepted her 
new role at last Friday’s 
commencement in the 
company of hundreds of 
co-workers and friends who 
have known her for so long.

“As you embark on 
your own journeys,” Call 
told the sea of students, “re-
member where you came 
from and where you want 
to go.”

The college commu-
nity gathered underneath 
a gigantic white tent on 
its athletic fields for the 
ceremony, packed with a 
star-studded cast of school 
administrators and Queens 
elected officials, including 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) and state As-
sembly members Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and Nily Rozic (D-Flush-

ing).
Allan Dobrin, execu-

tive vice chancellor and 
chief operating officer of 
the City University of New 
York, helped install Call as 
the college’s new president 
in the ceremony.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave a 
lengthy address in which 
she thanked Call for her 
years of service and col-
laboration with city gov-
ernment to bring dynamic 
programming and opportu-
nities to the school.

“Dr. Call, your vi-
sion and innovative style 
have created a school that 
is already a leader in col-
laborative programs that 
focus on a student-centered 
learning environment,” 
Marshall said. “Your part-
nership with student af-
fairs, which implemented 
Queensborough’s innova-
tive freshman academies 
is now a model throughout 
the country.”

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) gave 
his signature graduation 
speech, urging the class of 
2013 to “go for it” as they 
progress through their pro-
fessional, post-grad lives. 
In his address, the senator 

plugged legislation of his 
that bulks up college tu-
ition tax credits by $2,500 
for middle-class families.

“Today, a college edu-
cation is incredibly valu-
able, but also incredibly 
expensive, and these sav-
ings are needed now more 
than ever,” Schumer said 
of the American Opportu-
nity Tax Credit. “This tax 
credit provides real relief 
for middle-class families by 
taking one dollar off their 
taxes for every dollar spent 
on college tuition — up to 
$2,500”

President’s awards for 
outstanding achievement 
went to graduates Liang 
Lin, Paula Villacres, Ken-
ny Cheng and Jennifer La-
gasse. The John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Award went to 
Jace Dunn for leadership 
and the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Award went to Jemima 
Matiminu for exceptional 
leadership in promoting ra-
cial harmony and apprecia-
tion of cultural diversity.

The college also wel-
comed the class of 1963 — 
its second graduating class 
50 years ago — as distin-
guished guests at the com-
mencement.

Queensborough Community College President Diane Call congrat-
ulates graduates at the school’s commencement ceremony last 
week. Photo by Phil Corso

York College President Marcia Keizs (l.) and Provost Ivelaw 
Griffith present Valedictorian Debra Whorms with an award. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

QCC gets new prez 
at 2013 graduation

York sends off Class of ’13
Speakers look at triumphs and challenges to come

Members of York College’s class of 2013 revel in their big day. Photo by Nat Valentine
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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MTA must improve Rockaway bus service

I 
wish I did not have to 
write this letter, but the 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority monop-

oly failed the public trust 
once again.

On May 14, at Beach 
105th Street and Rockaway 
Beach Boulevard at 10:29 
p.m., I waited with two oth-
er commuters for the Q53 
bus going toward Wood-
side. The 10:30 p.m. bus did 
not show and the 10:50 p.m. 
bus, No. 4025, showed up at 
11:01 p.m.

An exhausted female 
commuter said she was 
waiting for the bus since 10 
p.m., and 61 minutes later 

the Q53 finally arrived.
Another female com-

muter said three Q53 buses 
were observed going toward 
Beach 116th Street during 
her wait. Where did they 
go? I bet you someone was 
getting over on the public.

Will the MTA do noth-
ing to correct the problem? 
No one will be punished or 
fired. The public benefit 
corporation only benefits 
the upper-level bureaucrats 
who push paper and lie to 
the public.

The MTA is full of ba-
loney. The governor and 
mayor need to clean house 
and change the MTA or dis-

solve it.
The MTA must im-

prove bus and train service 
immediately or people will 
abandon the public transit 
system for their cars, not 
bikes.

But the MTA monopo-
ly and the government will 
ignore the public suffering 
and steal from the public in 
other ways. They will hike 
tolls, give out more red 
light and speeding camera 
tickets, increase vehicle 
registration, etc.

We are over-regulated 
and overtaxed for medio-
cre, unreliable, late, over-
crowded and dangerous 

bus and train service.
Can someone make a 

difference here?
I would like to sup-

port public transit, but the 
MTA makes it harder every 
day for poor people to get 
around.

Are you tired of longer 
travel times and danger-
ous, overcrowded and un-
reliable trains and buses? 
Let us get organized.

Join Queens Public 
Transit Committee, to help 
fight for better transporta-
tion.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

THE A TRAIN
ROCKS AGAIN

Seven months after Hurricane Sandy slammed into 
New York City and delivered the most crippling blow in 
the MTA’s history to the subway system, the A train re-
sumed service between Howard Beach and the Rockaways 
last week.

Even before the superstorm destroyed 1,500 feet of 
track across Jamaica Bay, Rockaway straphangers en-
dured one of the longest commutes by public transit in the 
nation. What had been an hour and half ride on the A train 
from Far Rockaway to Manhattan turned into a nightmare 
journey of at least 2 1/2 hours with 30,000 riders juggling 
transfers between an interim shuttle train and buses be-
fore boarding the truncated subway at Howard Beach.

“In the context of government, this is the speed of 
light,” interim MTA Chairman Fernando Ferrer told a 
crowd of MTA workers, community leaders and would-be 
subway riders gathered at the Rockaway Beach station for 
the return of A line service May 30.

Ferrer and other MTA officials rode a vintage A line 
subway car first put into service in the 1930s to mark the 
relinking of the Rockaways with the rest of Queens.

The MTA scrambled to get the line running again in 
time for the summer season, when tourism dollars buoy 
the economy in the Rockaways and contribute to the finan-
cial well-being of the borough. As the Rockaways struggle 
to rebuild from Sandy, residents are getting another boost 
on the transportation front.

More work remains to be done, however, to protect the 
vulnerable tracks from another storm surge.

The city announced it would extend ferry service, put 
in as an emergency alternative to the A train after the su-
perstorm, for at least six weeks and perhaps through La-
bor Day if ridership is strong enough. Additional ferries 
also will run on weekends between the Rockaways and 
Lower Manhattan beginning July 4.

Could it be the Rockaways, long the transit stepchild 
of the borough, could finally be getting the attention they 
deserve?

Residents still must pay a toll on the Cross Bay Bridge 
to Howard Beach, even though they share the same com-
munity and school boards, but there is talk of reviving the 
abandoned Rockaway LIRR line as a second rail link to the 
peninsula.

It has taken the devastation of Sandy to awaken city 
officials to the needs of the people of the Rockaways, who 
cherish their independence but want to have reliable life-
lines to the rest of the borough and city.
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We need water, not tar sand oil

T
here is positive and 
negative talk relative 
to the XL Keystone 
Pipeline. It is planned 

to pump crude tar sand oil 
from Canada across the 
United States to Texas, 
where it would be distilled 
and sold overseas.

I am in accord with the 
latter since in no way does 
the XL profit the American 
people but rather exclu-
sively the already-bloated 
petroleum industry. For 
the public, what is left is 
a 3-foot in diameter, filth-
filled funnel snaking its 
way south through their 
land waiting to burst.

Those with a positive 
view have been conned into 
thinking that this filthy 
crude will somehow help us 
to become oil independent 
by fulfilling our needs.

Nevertheless, a pipe-
line could be a positive 

thing and truly benefit “we 
the people.” Imagine if in 
lieu of the XL pipeline, we 
built a water pipeline deliv-
ering desalinated water to 
our decimated states that 
have suffered through dev-
astating droughts. No more 
“Grapes of Wrath.”

Building that pipeline 
would create those jobs 
that the pro-XLers claim 
we would not, lest the XL 
is built. Additionally, de-
salinization stations would 
have to be built, creating 
additional jobs. There are 
already more than 21,000 
worldwide. The technology 
is there.

Thomas Jefferson 
desalinated water in 1791 
and cruise ships are able to 
serve thousands thanks to 
the process. Take into con-
sideration how people can 
live in submarines and des-
ert lands like Saudi Arabia 

and Australia. Think: No 
more disputes concerning 
the shrinking Colorado 
River while lowering, how-
ever infinitesimally, the 
rising ocean. We could con-
vert deserts into gardens a 
la Israel.

It is a win-win situa-
tion and, if we can get lob-
byists with enough of the 
necessary bribing collater-
al, Congress will love it and 
make it the law of the land.

One critical measure, 
however, must be consid-
ered. President Barack 
Obama must disapprove 
of the plan or it would un-
doubtedly be filibustered 
and blocked.

As a proven “people’s 
president,” I am certain he 
would comply.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Buses in Rockaway too crowded

M
y name is Jerome 
D. Reyes and I have 
lived in the Rock-
aways for 10 years. 

I have three sons and a car-
ing woman at home. It was 
never my intention to move 
to Rockaway, but after I saw 
the beach I fell in love with 
It. My son just turned 8 and 
the ocean and the beach is 
all he wants.

That is why it makes 
me sad to see the rest of 
New York has forgotten the 
Rockaways. Transporta-
tion has become extremely 
difficult. We cannot enjoy 
its wonderful beaches.

There are not enough 
buses operating in the 

Rockaways. The population 
is more than 100,000 and 
growing yearly. I cannot 
understand why as a tax-
paying citizen the Rock-
aways are ignored to this 
extent.

It seems the city only 
cares about us when the 
summer comes. I work year-
round and overcrowded 
buses and trains have got-
ten to the point that I have 
to allow at least two hours 
of travel time just to make 
sure I get to work on time 
in midtown Manhattan. It 
used to take an hour and 20 
minutes. Now its takes an 
hour and 45 minutes and 
sometimes more.

The Q22 and the Q53 
buses in the Rockaways are 
constantly overcrowded 
and seldom on time. With 
the upcoming summer, I 
can only imagine what this 
will bring to the residents 
in the Rockaways.

Could someone please 
investigate this situation? 
It is only getting worse. The 
combination of overcrowd-
ed buses and individuals 
tired from work and short 
tempers is a mixture for 
disaster.

Jerome D. Reyes
Rockaway Park

Parks needs to deal with beetle

T
he Asian longhorn 
beetle threatens our 
trees yet the city 
Parks Department 

refuses to pick up poten-
tially infested wood.

Northeast Queens is a 
quarantine zone, where a 
homeowner cannot move or 
dispose of wood from trees 
that have been cut down. 
Homeowners concerned 

about this tree-killing epi-
demic obtain appointments 
from the department’s For-
estry Division and bundle 
the wood for safe disposal.

Unfortunately, Parks 
will not pick up the wood, 
appointments are simply 
ignored and wood piles lit-
ter the neighborhood for 
months at a time.

My wood has been at 

the curb for around one 
month, and Parks tells me 
to wait another month or 
two. If more trees have to 
die because of this beetle, 
th department is at fault. 
It needs to pick up the dis-
eased wood now.

Joseph Chiarella
Douglaston

Do not stress pupils with tests

T
here must be no more 
additional state test-
ing mandated for our 
students. What there 

must be is more teaching of 
subject matter so students 
can learn in classrooms 
and not be so overwhelmed 
with preparing for state 
tests.

Teachers should not be 
evaluated on the results of 
state testing because there 
are other components they 
can be evaluated on. Also, 
a lot of unnecessary stress 
is put on teachers, adminis-
trators and students as well 
as parents with all of this 
mandated state testing.

Students do not need 
any additional pressure on 
them, but with these state 
tests that is what happens. 
Let our teachers teach and 
let our students learn — not 
be stressed out.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Treat all law breakers the same

O
ur laws are meant to 
stop people from do-
ing unlawful things 
and penalize those 

who disregard them. Our 
immigration laws, however, 
are different because their 
focus is not on the trans-
gression but on the plight 
of those who have broken 
the laws and what can be 
done to lift the stigma they 
feel so they can normalize 
their lives.

In fact, reporters have 
been advised not to use the 
words “illegal immigrant” 
when referring to those 
who snuck into this country 

in violation of American 
immigration laws because 
this description is consid-
ered to be mean-spirited, if 
not racist.

No one cares if ordi-
nary American citizens 
break the law and have to 
live in the shadows, nor are 
there attempts to conjure 
up euphemisms for their 
illegal acts. There are no 
sanctuary cities protect-
ing American shoplifters 
or jaywalkers from the long 
arm of the law. In some 
places illegal immigrants 
are treated as if they were 
in a witness protection pro-

gram.
We are told it is impos-

sible to find all the people 
who crossed the border 
illegally and violated our 
laws. Does anyone think 
because we cannot find all 
embezzlers, bank robbers 
and drunk drivers that 
we should stop trying to 
enforce the laws they vio-
lated?

Should we instead let 
them come out of the shad-
ows and normalize their 
lives?

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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S
ince Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg began 
his administration 
in 2002, he has been 

trying to keep religious 
groups from renting pub-
lic school properties for 
Sunday services. Recently, 
the City Council passed a 
resolution giving religious 
institutions permission to 
use school property for re-
ligious services. The vote 
was 38-11 against the may-
or’s position and in favor of 
the religious groups.

The case will now go 
before a federal appeals 
court. This conflict involv-

ing separation of church 
and state has been going 
on for years. The U.S. Su-
preme Court, during the 
early 1960s, handed down a 
major court ruling against 
public schools conducting 
religious prayer during 
the school day. There have 
been numerous court suits 
involving this issue since 
then.

Regarding the mayor’s 
actions in New York City, 
the concept of providing 
rental space to organiza-
tions and then putting a re-
ligious test on their actions 
could prove to be a confus-
ing matter. For instance, 
there are a significant num-
ber of secular organizations 
that have religious prayers 
during their meetings. The 
prayers are usually con-
ducted by the organization 
president. In some cases, 
various secular organiza-

tions have their own chap-
lain who leads prayers.

At any rate, if 
Bloomberg found out that 
some secular organiza-
tions that rented rooms 
to conduct their meetings 
were also having religious 
exercises, would he forbid 
it and tell them they could 
not have prayer or any oth-
er religious exercise when 
they were meeting on pub-
lic school property? Would 
Bloomberg indicate that he 
would not allow any group, 
religious or secular, to con-
duct any kind of religious 
activities?

It is to be hoped that 
the federal courts will give 
a decision regarding this 
issue, since our city gov-
ernment has been dealing 
with this situation since 
Bloomberg first took office, 
though this controversy has 
been with us since 1995.

When we look from a 
historical perspective, our 
nation, especially in Mas-
sachusetts, was begun by 
Puritans and Pilgrims in 
the 1600s. They came here 
to seek religious freedom.

During the 1830s, 
there was religious conflict 
in the public schools as to 
whether Catholic or Protes-
tant theology would prevail 
in public school religious 
instruction.

Actually, some form 
of religious history has to 
be taught, since so much of 
world history involved reli-

gious conflicts.
This present conflict 

that has involved the may-
or for almost 12 years and 
now has involved the Coun-
cil may eventually reach 
the Supreme Court. It could 
become an important case 
and have an effect on future 
cases involving religious 
freedom.

The United States has 
always been a religious 
country and, regardless of 
court cases and government 
decisions, will remain so. 
Freedom of religion, how-
ever, does not mean free-

dom from religion. In our 
nation, organized religion 
is practiced openly and 
almost all citizens would 
agree it has had a positive 
effect on our nation’s ide-
als.

The petition drive is 
beginning soon to qualify 
candidates to run for pub-
lic office. In New York City, 
there is a lot of interest in 
the election of mayor and 
also the Council.

The mayoral election 
has always attracted a lot of 
interest around the coun-
try. Even though no New 
York City mayor has gone 
on to higher office, such 
as governor or U.S. sena-
tor much less president, 
since the 1850s, the office of 
mayor is a highly respected 
position.

2013 will be an inter-
esting political year in New 
York City.

Expect a showdown over religious group meets in public schools

Queens civic associations speak out against actions of Silver

E
ight months ago, six 
civic association 
leaders under the um-
brella of Queens Civ-

ics United took a bold step 
on behalf of the communi-
ties they represent. They 
issued a press release to 
the media calling for state 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D-Manhattan) to be 
relieved of his role.

These civic leaders, 
who are keyed into the daily 
concerns of their communi-
ties and fierce advocates 
for their neighborhoods, 
knew Silver had long toler-
ated and exacerbated a cul-
ture of sleazy and corrupt 
politics that permeates the 
state capitol.

This past week, the 
mainstream media finally 
caught up with the Queens 
civics and followed suit. 
The New York Times, the 
Daily News and the New 
York Post, among others, 
have highlighted Silver’s 
ethical lapses on their edi-
torial pages. The Times and 
Post have called for him to 
step down or be removed 
from his speakership.

The Assembly speaker 
wields enormous power, 
which intimidates even 
the most seemingly inde-
pendent legislators. On the 
other hand, civic leaders 
who are on the front lines 
of many battles stand un-
afraid of such intimidat-
ing tactics. These locally-
responsive powerhouses 
often serve as a moral com-
pass tracking the actions of 
our elected leaders, exert-
ing fundamental checks 
and balances when these 
officials veer off-course 
and begin to lose touch 

with the communities they 
represent.

Queens Civics Unit-
ed — a coalition of civic 
Presidents Robert Holden 
(Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation), Jerry Wind 
(Bellerose Hillside Civic 
Association), Frank Toner 
(Rocky Hill Civic Asso-
ciation), Lourdes Hartrick 
(Bellerose Commonwealth 
Civic Association), An-
gela Augugliaro (Queens 
Colony Civic Association) 
and Bob Friedrich (Glen 
Oaks Village) — put their 
names and reputations on 
the line eight months ago 
when they publicly called 
for immediate action to ad-
dress the egregious abuse 
of power and misappropria-
tion of taxpayer funds by 
Silver to cover up the Vito 
Lopez scandal.

These civic leaders 
said, “While civic and 
community groups beg for 
library funds, sidewalk re-
pairs, desperately needed 

curbs and other commu-
nity resources, Assembly 
Speaker Silver secretly 
spends more than $100,000 
of tax dollars to help politi-
cal pal Lopez keep his sor-
did affair under wraps and 
out of the public eye. We are 
outraged by these actions.”

At that time, not a 
single elected Assembly 
Democrat was willing to 
stand up to the speaker. As 
if the known details of this 
scandal were not enough, 
we now learn from Staten 
Island District Attorney 
Dan Donovan, who was se-
lected as special prosecutor 
to investigate this matter, 
that this was only the tip of 

the iceberg.
This cover-up and se-

cret silencing of victims 
through the payment of 
“hush money” allowed Lo-
pez to continue to victimize 
more female staff members. 
Silver’s cover-ups date back 
to 2001, when the speaker’s 
chief counsel, Michael Box-
ley, was accused of date-
raping a young legislative 
aide. Two years later, a sec-
ond young woman was as-
saulted by Boxley, to which 
he pleaded guilty to sexual 
misconduct and $500,000 of 
taxpayer funds authorized 
by Silver was paid to settle 
the lawsuit.

The speaker’s actions 

have clearly nurtured a 
political culture that more 
concerned with protecting 
its members then victim-
ized women.

The speaker must be 
held to the highest stan-
dard. When will our elected 
officials stand tall with the 
communities they repre-
sent instead of sinking low 
with the leadership they 
support? Is it any wonder 
that Albany and New York 
City have the distinction of 
leading the nation in politi-
cal turnover due to arrest 
or indictment?

In fact, in the past 
decade, aside from term 
limits, most political turn-
over has come not from 
the voting booth but from 
the courthouse. Voters 
must send a strong mes-
sage to these morally chal-
lenged politicians that the 
tarnished Silver must be 
cleaned up.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point

The current confl ict over allowing 
religious groups to rent public school 
properties in the city for services may 

eventually reach the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Six borough civic leaders called for the 
state Assembly speaker to be relieved 

of his role in late 2012.
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N
ow that the third 
ring of the circus is 
complete with the 
arrival of Anthony 

Weiner’s high-wire act to 
the mayoral race, perhaps 
we can try to take a sober 
look at why this election re-
ally matters for our city’s 
future.

What is the most im-
portant thing a mayor does? 
You can all put your hands 
down now. Of course, it is 
public safety and there is 
little we have heard from 
the present field of leading 
Democratic contenders that 
offers comfort that New 
York will continue to be the 
safest city in America in 
the post-Bloomberg-Kelly 
era.

Let us rewind the 

tape two decades, to 1993, 
when a crusading prosecu-
tor named Rudy Giuliani 
stepped into Gracie Man-
sion and installed an inno-
vative police commission-
er, Bill Bratton, to execute 
the “broken windows” the-
ory of policing — namely, 
that by cracking down on 
low-level crimes we could 
restore law and order to a 
city many called “ungov-
ernable.”

With a boost in the 
number of police on the 
beat from Mayor David 
Dinkins’ and then-Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone Sr.’s 
Safe Streets initiative, Giu-
liani and Bratton flooded 
high-crime areas through 
an innovative program 
called Compstat. A city that 
had once seen more than 
six murders a day was on 
an improving trajectory for 
two decades.

Now, after 20 years of 
assertive policing, a city of 
more than 8 million people 
averages about one murder 
a day — that is more than 

1,600 lives saved each year 
from the Wild West of the 
early 1990s.

So, what does the cur-
rent crop of leading Demo-
cratic mayoral candidates 
suggest we do? Let us 
neuter the police commis-
sioner with an inspector 
general and much tighter 
regulations. Let us send a 
message to criminals that 
it is safe once again to walk 
the streets carrying a gun.

The Republican can-
didates, John Catsimatidis 
and Joe Lhota, offer some 
hope on public safety, but 
they have to much more 
forcefully make this a de-
fining issue in the upcom-
ing campaign.

As a parent and some-
one who grew up in New 
York in the 1970s and ’80s 
— and was mugged twice in 
broad daylight on the Up-
per West Side as a teen — I 
am fearful our city is on the 
verge of giving up the pub-
lic safety gains of the past 
two decades.

You can criticize Giu-

liani and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg all you want — 
and for different reasons 
both deserve some mea-
sure of opprobrium on is-
sues like public education 
and growing inequality — 
but they both kept our city 
safe.

This led to record 
numbers of families stay-
ing in the five boroughs to 
raise their children. Record 
numbers of visitors came 
to New York, which helped 
fuel part of our economy. 
Numerous large companies 
expanded or relocated to 
New York not just because 
it is a world-class city, but 
the safest world-class city.

As you evaluate the 
numerous mayoral candi-
dates in the coming three 
months, ask yourself this: 
Who will keep in place the 
successful policing policies 
that has made New York 
safe from crime and terror-
ism? Who will pick a great 
police commissioner and 
give him or her needed sup-
port? Who will figure out 

how to pay for more cops 
because our thin blue line 
is now stretched with only 
36,000 uniformed police, 
compared to 41,000 a de-
cade ago?

In future columns, 
we will size up the major 
candidates’ ideas on public 
safety and other important 
issues like public educa-
tion, job creation, trans-
portation and innovative 
budget ideas.

But for now, I will 
leave you with one image 
that has haunted me in re-
cent months. When I was a 
kid in the ’70s, the Channel 
5 news at 10 p.m. led with 
the question: “It’s 10 p.m. 
Do you know where your 
children are?”

In recent years, this 
ominous lead-in seemed 
anachronistic, a vestige of 
a bygone era of crime and 
lawlessness in New York.

Under the next mayor, 
in 2014, will parents once 
again dread that same 
question?

That is why it is less 

important that Weiner’s 
wife has forgiven him for 
his stupid actions, that 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) has 
overcome bulimia and alco-
holism, that city Comptrol-
ler John Liu has not been 
able to keep his fund-rais-
ing staff from committing 
misdeeds or that city Pub-
lic Advocate Bill de Blasio’s 
wife was once a lesbian.

What really mat-
ters is who has the same 
strong spine Giuliani and 
Bloomberg had to keep New 
York safe.

Tom Allon, currently 
president of City & State 
media, was a Republican 
and Liberal party-backed 
candidate for mayor in 
2013 before he left the race 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Democrats in mayoral race need to focus on city safety

V
ictoria Valdes and 
her fiance Aaron 
Eason were devas-
tated, confused and 

frustrated when they dis-
covered four years ago that 
their 2-year-old son, Joseph 
Valdes, had autism. Out of 
a desire to do something, 
they created a foundation 
called I Am Not My Autism. 
Look carefully at the name 
and understand what they 
are saying.

The foundation has 
been set up to help other 
people who suddenly have 
the problem of caring for 
an autistic child with all 
the changes it brings. They 
want to spread information 
and express the needs and 

wants of the children. They 
believe every child is an 
individual and a diagnosis 
should not define them as 
a person. They want more 
programs for autistic chil-
dren and want families to 
help each other and want to 
share information.

The photo shows the 
first gathering of I Am Not 
My Autism in Cunning-
ham Park, just east of the 
flag pole and the commu-
nity center. Shown are the 
Valdes and Eason families 
with friends, interested 
people and teachers from 
P9 @ PS 882, which Joseph 
attends. Money collected is 
being donated to P9. Mod-
ell’s and Addidas donated 
materials which were given 
to those in attendance.

People gathered to 
do a walk, obtain autism 
T-shirts, receive medals 
for walking, enjoy refresh-
ments and talk. Many of 
the attendees went to the 
Autism Speaks Walk at Citi 

Field. For information, con-
tact Valdes at 347-703-3826.

April was Autism 
Awareness Month, so there 
were many stories in the 
media. It is an epidemic af-
fecting roughly 1 in 88 boys. 
There are different symp-
toms and many causes. 
If a child withdraws into 
himself, stops talking and 
makes sounds, then you 

have a problem. They do 
not know the causes, but 
there is much research and 
solutions are being found.

Early intervention be-
fore two years of age can 
bring wonderful results. 
My grandson has been 
helped. All can learn and 
high-functioning autistic 
children can be bright, 
learn a great deal and go 

on to college. Children may 
need one-on-one assistance 
from an aide who makes 
that child focus, stop mak-
ing noises and learn to 
speak again.

Parents must learn 
about the many programs 
available. They must fight 
for the program which is 
best for their child. They 
must understand that treat-

ment is expensive and the 
city Department of Educa-
tion would like to main-
stream the special needs 
children to save money on 
programs and staff.

Parents must under-
stand that they can have 
another parent come to 
meetings with them. Some 
even hire a lawyer or an 
advocate if they think the 
DOE is stonewalling them. 
They must put pressure 
to get all the services they 
need for their child. With 
proper help children can 
improve a great deal.

Parents must fight 
for all the help their child 
needs. The DOE and some 
charter school operators 
want to do less, which is 
why some kindergarten 
special needs children are 
being expelled from school 
for acting out. The right 
program will meet the 
needs of a child when there 
is a trained teacher.

Autism group holds fi rst meeting in Cunningham Park
Bob

Harris
■

The Civic 
Scene

Shown is the first gathering of I Am Not My Autism in Cunningham Park, just east of the flagpole and 
the community center. Photo by Bob Harris

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Former city Comptrol-
ler Bill Thompson was one 
of the last mayoral candi-
dates to do a five-borough 
tour when he stopped in 
Queens Village Monday 
for a low-key chat with a 
few small business own-
ers.

With his wife, Elsie, 
by his side, Thompson 
spent most of his time lis-
tening to a few shopkeep-
ers at the Franhill Plaza.

“ S o m e b o d y 
will tell you this, 
somebody will tell 
you that,” Gabby’s 
Pizza owner Steve 
LoGuidice told the Gracie 
Mansion hopeful about 
the maze of city regula-
tors he has to navigate as a 
business owner. “It never 
ends.”

The three sat down 

over one of Gabby’s’ famed 
plain pies as Thompson 
and LoGuidice chatted 
while they sipped on bot-

tles of water.
When they 

were through, 
the pizza man 
introduced the 

candidate to the longtime 
kitchen staff, and LoGu-
idice shook his head as he 
pointed out the 16-ounce 
cups that would have been 
outlawed under Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s failed 

soda ban.
Thompson quietly in-

troduced himself to a few 
customers as he mingled, 
lacking some of the fire-
works Democratic oppo-
nents Bill de Blasio, Chris-
tine Quinn and John Liu’s 
kickoffs displayed when 
they visited the borough 
earlier this year.

Thompson said he 
was planning on releasing 
a comprehensive, small 
business plan in a few 

Gabby’s Pizza owner Steve LoGuidice (r.) chats with mayoral candi-
date Bill Thompson and his wife, Elsie. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Thompson woos small biz
 on stop in Queens Village

When you’re a patient of Calvary, the choice is yours:
Calvary Home Care, Calvary Home Hospice, or Calvary Hospital.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating 
not only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous 
emotional relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates 
the stress and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, 
when attempting to move between home and hospital, or vice 
versa. Different from most other programs and services, Calvary 
never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the Calvary Family 
of Care”, they are cared for and guided to wherever and whenever 
they need to be...whether in their own home, in a select nursing 
facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands each step along the 
journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – and their 
family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and is just 
one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

Continued on Page 42
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY PHIL CORSO

As it does every spring, 
the 111th Precinct in north-
east Queens came together 
Tuesday to honor its top 
cops, but this year there 
was one honor that broke 
the mold.

 
Jack Fried, president 

of the 111th Precinct Com-
munity Council, announced 
Community Affairs Officer 
Bill Conway’s retirement at 
the group’s annual awards 
ceremony and thanked 
him for keeping the com-
munity informed. Over the 
past two years, Conway has 
been tasked with deliver-
ing crucial crime tips to 
the residents of northeast 
Queens.

Commanding Officer 
Jason Huerta said Conway’s 
exceptional skills and dedi-
cation would be missed in 

the precinct’s community 
affairs office.

“No one in the precinct 
knows more about what is 
going on in this commu-
nity,” Huerta said. “We’re 
going to miss Billy.”

And in typical Conway 
fashion, the community af-
fairs officer had little to say 
without being asked a ques-
tion first.

“It was a good run and 
has been great working 
here,” Conway said. “I’m 
going to miss everybody.”

Six honorees were 
put up for awards Tuesday 
night when the precinct 
stopped to say thanks at 
the annual ceremony in-
side the Ramada Hotel, at 
220-33 Northern Blvd. Top 
honors included the 111th 
Precinct’s Best Police Offi-
cer, Supervisor, Detective, 
Civilian, Auxiliary Officer 
and Explorer for their work 
between June 2012 and May 
2013. The winners received 
plaques, which were finan-
cially sponsored by Liu Tee 
Shu, president of the Flush-
ing Chinese Business Asso-
ciation.

Officer Evan Os-
trofksy received the Cop of 
the Year Award after seven 
years on the job, Huerta 

Community Affairs Officer 
Bill Conway accepts an 
award for his retirement. 

Photo by Phil Corso

111th Precinct honors 
year’s best performers

Post-Game Concert
Fri., June 14 @ 7:10PM
Following vs. CUBS

Presented by

vs. MARLINS

FRI., JUNE 7 7:10PM

SAT., JUNE 8 & SUN., JUNE 9 1:10PM

vs. CARDINALS

TUES., JUNE 11 7:10PM

WED., JUNE 12 7:10PM
Collector’s Cup Presented by

THURS., JUNE 13 1:10PM

vs. CUBS

FRI., JUNE 14 7:10PM

Presented by 

SAT., JUNE 15 1:10PM

SUN., JUNE 16 1:10PM
Mr. Met Dash Presented by

If You Don’t Have a Permit, 
Accessible Parking 

is Not an Option.    

$180 Fine.
Don’t Risk it.

Continued on Page 42
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FLEXIBLE IN-BRANCH PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS2

0.70APY 1

%
12-MONTH CD

0.35APY 1

%
6-MONTH CD

Earn the stated APYs if you have, or open, any interest-bearing Checking account.

SOL  D RATE
L  Q U I D  C DN

YC
B

Open a My Community Interest Checking account 
and get a promotional dining discount card.3 

(See terms and conditions below)
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BY JOE ANUTA

The federal govern-
ment dropped its case last 
month against a former 
Flushing resident once ac-
cused of possessing and 
transporting what pros-
ecutors called a priceless 
artifact that may have been 
plundered during the Ko-
rean War.

Won Young Youn, who 
lived in Flushing in 2010, 
had his case dismissed in 
Michigan federal court by 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Ste-
ven Whalen May 13, accord-
ing to court documents.

Youn was arrested in 
January after Internet vid-
eos surfaced of him hold-
ing what federal prosecu-
tors called a Hojo currency 
plate.

Prosecutors alleged 
the possession of the plate 
violated the National Sto-

len Properties Act, which 
regulates the interstate 
transmission of stolen or 
forged property.

The plate was used to 
print money in the 1800s 
during Korea’s Joseon Dy-
nasty, and Youn purchased 
the artifact from a Michi-
gan auction house in April 
2010.

“I think they made the 
right decision,” said Youn’s 
lawyer, Frank Eaman. 
“You’ll see he went public 
with this as soon as he got 
it. This was not something 

he was trying to spirit 
about the country.”

Technically, a docu-
ment filed with the court 
May 10 states the govern-
ment was asking for the tri-
al to be thrown out so they 
could take time to gather 
further information. Other-
wise, prosecutors said, they 
could not properly function 
within the time constraints 
stipulated by the Speedy 
Trial Act.

But Eaman believes 
this will be the end of 
the government’s actions 
against Youn.

“People were coopera-
tive with the government 
with regards to returning 
the plate and with regards 
to how this happened,” he 
said. “I don’t know where 
there is culpability, here.”

The original complaint 
said a U.S. marine named 

The Hojo currency plate is now 
in the hands of authorities. 

Photo courtesy ICE

Feds dismiss case against
former Flushing collector

HH

H

HHHH

Summer
DayCamp

Summer
DayCamp

HHH
H

       Our                    Low Prices &  

FINAL TWO Open Houses dates:

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2013 11am to 4pm
SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2013 11am to 4pm

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports 
and Events Center

AviatorCamps.com
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sponsored by

Or Follow us on 
@baysidebid

                    Bayside Village BID

Check out your favorite salons, 
shops, restuarants and bars 
for weekly specials to kick off 
your summer weekend.  For  a  
complete list of participating 
businesses and specials visit: 

www.baysidevillage.net

Continued on Page 42
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier

Tiff any
Coach

Dior

$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

Not valid with any other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Off er ends June 30, 2013. B.T.

$100 OFF Eyeglasses plus 
FREE 2nd Pair 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends June 30, 2013.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends June 30, 2013.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends June 30, 2013.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of Lenses
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BY JOE ANUTA

A yearlong lane clo-
sure began last weekend on 
the Whitestone Bridge as 
crews moved on to the next 
stage of the $109 million 
renovation project.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity’s Bridges and Tunnels 
is currently widening and 
rebuilding six lanes of ap-
proach roadway to the 
bridge as well as install-
ing a shoulder on the span 
itself while constructing 
improvements to the 14th 
Avenue exit.

The work will require 
crews to close and work on 
one lane at a time, separat-
ing it from the other five 
with a moveable barrier. 
According to the MTA, the 
setup will allow traffic and 
work to proceed simultane-

ously.
“Using the movable 

barrier, we will be able to 
maintain current roadway 
capacity during peak driv-
ing times to keep traffic 
flowing,” said Whitestone 
Bridge Facility Engineer 
Christopher Saladino. 
“The movable barrier was 
successfully used during 

a similar project to recon-
struct and widen the Bronx 
approach to the bridge.”

 Gene Kelty, chairman 
of Community Board 7, 
urged any motorists who 
have problems with the 
bridge to call the board’s 
office.

Ongoing work on the Whitestone Bridge will require one lane of 
traffic to be closed for a year.

Whitestone Bridge lane 
closes for yearlong work

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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(718)

SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

SIMPLY THE BEST PRICES!
SIMPLY THE BEST SERVICE!

24 / 7 / 365 . AIRPORT AND LOCAL SERVICE  
NO SURCHARGES! SIMPLE PRICING!

DRIVERS WANTED!
Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.

No percentages like our competitors. 
Flat weekly radio fee. SIMPLE.

BONUS and Referral rewards program 
Contact David at 516.666.0270 

6 6 6 - 6 6 6 6 

DOCTOR’S OFFICE AT BAYSIDE 
OPEN WEEKENDS – YEAH!

Harbin Medical Care, PLLC  43-16 215th Street 
Bayside, NY 11361; Tel (718) 224-0120

JINGBO ZHAO, MD LIJUN MI, MD, PhD, FACP
Associate Professor of 

Clinical Medicine 
Weill-Cornell Medical College

EXPERIENCED PHYSICIANS 
PROVIDE EXCELLENT CARE FOR:

 Preventive Medical Care
  Annual Physicals; Vaccinations
  Seasonal Allergy; Common Cold
 Diabetes; Hypertension
 High Cholesterol
 Liver Disease, Hepatitis
 Osteoarthritis; Osteoporosis

Most Insurance 
Accepted

PARKING AVAILABLE
43-16 215th Street, Bayside 
at Northern Blvd or Bell Blvd
Queens Bus Q12, Q13, Q31 

Nassau Bus N20, N21 
Port Washington LIRR 

to Bayside

Tel. 718-224-0120
Doctorzhao.harbin@gmail.com

BOARD CERTIFIED 
INTERNIST

Attending Physician 
New York Hospital 

Queens
with Additional 

Experiences in Bone and 
Joint Diseases and Special 
Training in Liver Diseases

SEE
SP T
Grooming 

& Day Care

FULL SERVICE SALON

718.746.4622

Mon – Fri 8am – 7pm  Sat 10am – 6pm  Sun 12pm – 5pm

MENTION 
THIS 

AD FOR 

20
%OFF
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•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

Saturday, Open House June 8 at 1 pm 
• Learn about our Degree Programs

• Speak with Career Services about Professional Internships

• Discuss Scholarship Opportunities with Financial Aid Representatives

• Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios

• Meet our Award-Winning Faculty

Summer Classes 
& Workshops 
for High School Students   
July 8 -  26   July 29-August 16

Summer Classes 
For College Students   
June 17 -  July 5

Summer Classes 
for Graduate Students
One Week & Three Week Classes 
July 8 -  August 16

Five Towns College

June 10 - 14 
  9 am - 5 pm  

Enrollment 
  Week

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
kicked off his campaign 
for borough president a 
second time Monday a day 
before starting to collect 
signatures to get on the bal-
lot and five months after a 
similar event in southeast 
Queens.

Comrie is competing 
against state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), busi-
nessman Everly Brown, 
former state Assembly-
woman Melinda 
Katz and City Coun-
cilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
in a September Democratic 
primary to replace current 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall.

The lawmaker was 
flanked Monday by a crowd 
of supporters who gathered 
on the steps of Borough 
Hall to hear the Rev. Cal-
vin Rice, of New Jerusalem 
Baptist Church in Jamaica, 
and Comrie’s wife, Marcia, 
introduce the lawmaker.

“I am running because 
I have a burning desire to 
be the next borough presi-
dent of Queens,” he said. 
“And I know the communi-
ties that are with me, that 
are asking me to stay in 
this race and that are ask-
ing  to participate will sup-
port my campaign.”

But Comrie is trailing 
all of his opponents except 
Brown in fund-raising, ac-
cording to the latest filings 
from the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board, which showed 
he had about $40,000 on 
hand as of May 11 after 
spending about $100,000.

The term-limited law-
maker was not deterred by 
the numbers, however, and 
asked for volunteers to join 
the campaign, which he re-
ferred to as grassroots.

He also asked for more 
donations to fund his run. 

Specifically, he 
hoped that 1,000 
people would do-
nate $20 each.

“People have been 
promising me money. Now 
is the time to give,” he said, 
adding that he believed 
many people do not donate 
to campaigns until the elec-
tion is closer.

Comrie is a district 
leader and the Queens del-
egation chairman in the 
Council. He holds one of the 
most coveted chairman-
ships as head of the Com-
mittee on Land Use.

But last week the 
Queens Democratic Party 
endorsed Katz, who also 
received the endorsement 
of influential southeast 
Queens clergyman the 
Rev. Floyd Flake, head of 
the Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral of New York in 

Jamaica.
Comrie characterized 

his relationship with the 
party, led by U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) as amicable, and 
said he would run a posi-
tive campaign the Demo-
crats “could be proud of.”

Comrie relaunches run
for borough president

Member FDIC

No one knows mortgages in Queens better than your friendly, 
neighborhood Residential Mortgage Consultants. They have a 
special, limited-time mortgage that, if approved, could get you 
����������	��
�����
���
��	����������
����������
������
because this offer may be withdrawn at any time.

  “WE HAVE A SUPER LOW
RATE UP TO $2.0 MILLION!”

www.ridgewoodbank.com

Did you know that…
• Thousands of Right-of-way Bioswales 

will be built around NYC?

• Thirty green infrastructure projects will 
be built through the Green Infrastructure 
Grant Program?

• Green infrastructure will be built on 
public schools and NYC Housing 

Authority properties?

 Please join DEP for a presentation on the: 

• 2012 Green Infrastructure Annual Report

• 2012 Green Infrastructure Pilot 
Monitoring Report 

The meeting will be held at:

St. Francis College 
180 Remsen Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Join DEP for a City-Wide Public Meeting on  
the NYC Green Infrastructure Program

Monday, June 10, 2013 - 6:30pm-8:30pm

nyc.gov/dep

Councilman Leroy Comrie (c.) launches his campaign for Queens 
borough president surrounded by supporters and his daughter 
Liana (l.) and wife Marcia. Photo by Christina Santucci 
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… an adventure  
that reads like  
an exciting movie

Available now on Kindle 
and Create A Space

Available late June at  
your local bookstore

Mikell Czermendy is a graduate 
of Queensborough Community 
College and Hunter College, 
graduating cum laude.

Bayside Native Makes Good!
Congratulations Mikell Czermendy

on the completion of his first science fiction novella,

OF SANITATION
WORKERS

Think central air conditioning
isn’t an option for your home? 

Think again.

Please call for details. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2013 Petro. P_13219

The latest AC systems require no ductwork and are a cost-effective, 
energy-effi cient cooling solution that can help you save year round!

 •  No expense and hassle of ductwork installation 
— and no ductwork means more effi ciency!

 • Smaller and less expensive than central AC

Call now for special offers!

877.459.0494 petro.com

1February 2013, National Association of Realtors® Housing Affordability Index.  
2Rate information as of 05/28/13. Mortgage rates are subject to change. ����������	
	�	�����������������������	����
�������
�������
��������������
���������	
���������������	
��
����
����
��������� �The initial principal and interest 
payment on a $200,000 5/1 ARM loan at 2.13% and 60% loan-to-value (LTV) is $751.80 with no points due at 
closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 2.84%. Based on a recent LIBOR index rate of 0.684% and a 
margin of 2.50, the principal and interest payment would increase to $840.58 after 5 years for the remaining 25 years. 
Based on the maximum rate increase of 5%, your payments would be $751.80 for the �rst 5 years and increase to 
$1,24�.7� for the remaining 25 years. Payment does not include taxes, insurance premiums or additional loan-speci�c 
�nance charges you may be re�uired to pay. The actual total payment amount will be greater. Actual payments will vary 
based on your individual situation and current rates. Based on the purchase/re�nance of a primary residence with no 
cash out at closing. Assumes closing costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family 
home; debt-to-income ratio is less than 30% and credit score is a minimum of 780, and an escrow account is used for 
the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 60 days. Some state and county maximum loan 
amount restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New 
York and Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to change. Mortgages are originated 
through New York Community Bank (NMLS � 24�276), an af�liate of New York Commercial Bank. The bank 
is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time.

5/1 ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE2

2.13% 2.84APR

%
!�������������
�
���"���#�$�#
�!����
�����	�
��"�%��������
�

&�������������'	�����
����������(��������������

Call (866) 811-5515 or visit one of our local branches!

Welcome Home.
Home affordability is near record levels.1



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 7

-13
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
26

BT

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Walter Karling
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BAY TERRACE
POOL & TENNIS CENTER

Join the Best Pool Club in Queens!

212-00 23RD AVENUE
BAYSIDE, NY 11360

(718) 423-6111

SUMMER
HAS

STARTED!

SUMMER OF 2013Open Now throughSeptember 2, 2013

 Seniors, Adult & Child Activities
 Musical Entertainment Special Events
 Air Conditioned Community Room
 Gourmet Onsite Café & Grill
 Special Late Nights
 Game Tent
 Kiddie Pool And Playground
 Onsite Nursery Summer Camp (2 ½  - 6 Years Old)
 Tennis & Basketball Courts
 Private Swim Lessons Available
 AquaZumba Classes

~ WE SUPPLY LOUNGES, CHAIRS, UMBRELLAS AND CARD TABLES ~

KIDZ CLUB
Summer Camp

Supervised, Exciting Activities for Ages 2½ thru 6.

Includes Swim Instruction, Tennis, Dance & Much More.

When you submit this ad with your application
for pool membership by June 15, 2013.

NEW MEMBERS ONLY. Not to be combined with any other offers.
Coupon applicable upon membership availability.

$100 OFF
FAMILY

MEMBERSHIPS

$75 OFF
INDIVIDUAL

MEMBERSHIPS
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LICP Spring Gathering
Thursday, June 20, 6 – 8 PM

The Foundry, 42-38 9th Street, LIC

Join us for wine, hors d’ouevres, and networking. 

Register at www.licpartnership.org.
Sponsors include: Atlantic Maintenance Corp., Bartleby & Sage Event Planning, Douglas Elliman Real Estate,  

the Newtown Creek Group, and York Scaffold Equipment Corp.

Hold the date: LICP Annual B-to-B Trade Show & Luncheon, November 13, 2013

Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

718-301-8374
Queens.MrRooter.com$25 OFF
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating 
locations. Limited time offer. Locally owned and 
independently operated franchise.

Any plumbing or
drain service

There’s a reason
 they call us Mr.

®
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

Most pet lovers already know the an-
swer: He lights up the room with his love. 
Senior care facilities think this way as 
well. Many nursing homes, assisted living 
residences and senior centers offer visit-
ing pet programs that allow residents to 
interact with animals. The results often 
turn into a love fest.  

Vivian Stadel, a geriatric care man-
ager and Brooklyn resident, has partici-
pated in the pet therapy program since 
2008. Every month she and her therapy 
dog, Einstein, visit the Norwegian Chris-
tian Nursing Home and Health Center in 
Brooklyn. For every visit, Einstein ar-
rives in his offi cial therapy vest and starts 
his tour of duty. First, he visits the admin-
istrator’s offi ce, then each of the three 
resident fl oors, stopping in every room for 
a short personal visit. The tour concludes 
in the activity lounge where he says his fi -
nal farewell to the staff.

Stadel tells heartwarming stories of 
residents putting out their arms to wel-
come Einstein as he runs to greet them 
with licks, tail wags, and the mutual gazes 
into each other’s eyes. She admits that 
these visits benefi t all involved. The resi-
dents are invigorated, Einstein loves all 
the attention, the staff is happy, and Stadel 
forgets all the daily worries such as bills, 
and household and personal problems.  

Tears come to her eyes as she remem-
bers Einstein’s interaction with one of his 
favorite residents. As soon as Einstein sees 
the wheelchair-bound gentleman, he races 
over and positions himself right next to 
his wheelchair for a hardy back scratch.  

Many other Brooklyn senior facili-

ties have similar programs. The Pros-
pect Park Residence at 1 Prospect Park 
West has a visiting dog program through 
the Good Dog Foundation. Every week, 
a therapy dog visits the Essentia fl oor, a 
fl oor reserved for residents with special 
needs. Menorah Nursing Home in Sheep-
shead Bay has a visiting dog, Shadow, and 
Sunrise Senior Living at Sheepshead Bay 
has a pet dog in resident.

Nursing homes were one of the fi rst 
settings to graciously open their doors to 
the concept of pet visits. Therapy Dogs In-
ternational, a New Jersey-founded organi-
zation, introduced one of the fi rst visiting 
pet programs nearly 30 years ago. Such 
programs have been expanded to other 
facilities, including hospitals, psychiatric 
wards and schools for autistic children.  

The benefi cial impact of pets and peo-
ple has been documented for centuries. 
There is substantial evidence that the 
relationship between pets and people ex-
tend beyond simple companionship. The 
interaction can be physical, emotional, 
and mental. An animal does not judge a 
person on his looks or disabilities, but re-
sponds totally to the interaction. Visiting 
pets often get seniors to move more than 
they normally would, which increases 
their mobility. Other studies document 
that stress levels and blood pressure are 
reduced after playing with a pet. 

This proves true when a visiting pet 
walks into a room full of seniors. Many 
senior homes, hospitals, nursing homes 
and assisted living residents offer therapy 
dog programs to allow their inhabitants 
to share the joy of visiting with a pet. It 
often sparks memories and starts con-

Ask any senior 
— how is a dog
like a lightbulb?

Continued on Page 34
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ELDERCARE TODAY

For many elderly Amer-
icans, growing older of-
ten means uncomfortable 
changes in the ability to do 
day-to-day tasks and even 
basic mobility. One aspect 
of aging that millions of 
seniors are clear on is that 
they do not want to move 
out of familiar surround-
ings and into a nursing 
home.

One alternative that 
is becoming increasingly 
more popular is to adapt the 
home to make it more user-
friendly as we age. There 
are now even experts in the 
aging-in-place concept who 
can assist in these modifi -
cations.

The National Associa-
tion of Home Builders, one 
of the largest organizations 
for contractors, engineers 
and home designers, offers 
a certifi cation for licensed 

builders who want to con-
centrate and expand their 
skills for the aging popula-
tion.

The Certifi ed Aging-in-
Place designation is earned 
after a three-day workshop, 
with testing each day, and 
must be maintained with 
regular continuing educa-
tion. More than 170 such 
workshops were offered 
by the Association in 2012 
to nearly 2,000 people. The 
5,000th certifi cation was 
awarded to an Ohio builder 
last March.

The fi rst day of training 
starts with several sensi-
tivity exercises, explains 
Theresa Crahan, executive 
director for remodelers. 
Students are asked to wear 
sunglasses smeared with 
Vaseline, to simulate ag-
ing eyesight. They are told 
to sit in a wheelchair and 

then maneuver in and out 
of rooms, opening and clos-
ing doors.

Perhaps the most tell-
ing exercise, Crahan notes, 
is when students are told to 
place a tennis ball in their 
non-handwriting hand, 
cover it with a sock and 
then write a check — to sim-
ulate arthritis. 

“That’s an aha moment” 
for many, she says.

Occupational therapists 
often are involved when an 
older person moves from 
the hospital or rehab cen-
ter to home, so many take 
the course to be better in-
formed, Crahan says.

‘’The majority of people 
age 55 and older say they 
want to remain in their 
homes for as long as pos-
sible,” according to Joseph 
Irons, chair of the Certi-
fi ed Aging-in-Place board 

of governors. “We want to 
help consumers make their 
homes their homes for a life-
time, even when their needs 
and abilities change.”

Glenn J. Gullo, who has 
been a general contractor 
for a dozen years, 
says his Tampa, 
Fla.-based com-
pany, Home Safe, 
focuses almost 
full-time on remod-
eling homes, town-
houses and condos 
for aging consum-
ers and customers 
with disabilities.

‘’That’s our 
core business,” he 
says.

Gullo, who 
took the Certifi ed 
A g i n g - i n - P l a c e 
course about fi ve 
years ago, says 
there are three 
categories of peo-
ple who need help making 
their homes safer and more 
ready to support an aging 
resident. The fi rst category 
includes items they can do 
themselves. 

“They don’t cost any-
thing,” he says. Like pick-
ing up throw rugs. “Throw 
rugs are dangerous.”

Put night lights along 
the path from your bed to 
your bathroom. Do you stub 
your toes a lot on the foot 
of the bed, on the feet posts 
and footboard? Put foam 
rubber around them.

The second category of 
changes are ones a neighbor 
or relative might be able to 
help with. Electrical plugs, 
for example, “are never in 
the right place,” Gullo says. 
“They’re behind couches 
and under tables, hard to 
reach without bending 
over.” He suggests buying a 
surge protector that can be 
mounted to the wall so the 
plugs are easy to reach.

And the third category 
is where Gullo and his fel-
low remodelers come in. A 
professional is required, 
someone who has the tools 
and skills to make signifi -
cant additions or modifi ca-

tions without damaging the 
home.

There are more modifi -
cations that Gullo recom-
mends consumers consider, 
according to their specifi c 
needs and budgets:

• Grab bars in the bath-
room over the tub and in 
the shower. Gullo, 57, says 
he has grab bars in his 
shower. 

“They’re great to hold 
onto when you wash your 
face and your eyes are 
closed.”

• For people in wheel-
chairs or using a walker, 
consider a ramp over the 
stairs. This would apply 
even for an apartment or 
condo with a low threshold.

• Reduce the step-up on 
stairs from the traditional 
seven inches to four.

• Take out the tub and 
put in a shower — with the 
proper safeguards. Gullo 
says 65,000 serious injuries 
happen in showers each 
year. A roll-in shower for 
people in wheelchairs can 
be built, with no lip or step 
and a drain slightly below 
fl oor level.

• Keep the tub and turn it 
into a walk-in. There are re-
placement walk-in tubs that 
can be expensive, Gullo 
notes, or a less-expensive 
kit can be used to create a 
door that can be cut into the 
side of a tub and the edges 
smoothed.

• Standard bathroom 
doors are 24 inches wide; 
the doorway can be wid-
ened to 30 or 32 inches by 
using off-set hinges.

• Replace round door 
knobs with levers. 

“Can you pass 
the closed-fi st test?” 
Gullo asks. “Can 
you open the door or 
turn on the faucet 
with a closed fi st?” 
If not, then a lever 
door knob is much 
more practical and 
paddle levers for 
faucets.

• Tables and 
kitchen counters 
can be made to ac-
commodate resi-
dents in wheel-
chairs. These are 
custom-made jobs, 
Gullo notes. Exact 
measurements are 
made with the cus-

tomer in his or her wheel-
chair.

• Kitchen ranges can be 
installed with controls in 
the front. Microwaves can 
be mounted lower for easier 
access.

• For residents with walk-
ers or wheelchairs, “car-
pets aren’t all that great,” 
he says. Vinyl or wooden 
fl oors are clearly better.

• Dead-bolt locks can be 
installed with a remote but-
ton, similar to what is used 
on many new cars, along 
with the traditional key.

“Every home is differ-
ent,” Gullo says, with dif-
ferent designs, ages, lay-
outs and challenges. Some 
homes cannot be remod-
eled for an aging-in-place 
resident. “I’ve seen so many 
people who moved to Flor-
ida when they were 50 years 
old and now they are 70 or 
75 years old. If they live in 
a townhouse, there’s very 
little we can do.”

To fi nd a Certifi ed Ag-
ing-in-Place remodeler, ar-
chitect, contractor, home 
designer, or engineer, go to 
NAHB.org/capsdirectory.
— Associated Press / Fred 

W. Wright, Jr.

Remodeling to fit your aging needs

The majority of people age 
55 and older say they want 

to remain in their homes for 
as long as possible. We want 

to help consumers make 
their homes their homes for 
a lifetime, even when their 
needs and abilities change.

Joseph Irons
Chair of the Certifi ed Aging-in-Place 

board of governors

This enjoyable, adapted program allows 
seniors to leave their home and be socially 
and physically active, while being monitored 
and supervised by a professional team.

INCLUDES: 
A personalized care plan that monitors health 
changes and safety issues
Activities adapted to meet the needs of  
each senior (arts, discussions, computers,  
exercise/fitness, music, etc.)
Healthy breakfast and lunch
Door to door transportation 
For eligible seniors

Promoting the independence of people of all ages who are blind or visually impaired
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Many older men and 
women fi nd the transition to 
a nursing home somewhat 
diffi cult. They tend to see 
a move to a nursing home 
as a step toward surren-
dering their independence, 
and this can be a diffi cult 
hurdle for seniors and their 
loved ones to overcome.

Adding to the diffi culty 
is the fact that many seniors 
move into nursing homes 
because their physical or 
mental status requires the 
help of a professional nurs-
ing staff, leaving family 
members with little to no 
recourse when aging rela-
tives protest the move. But 
there are ways to ease a 
loved one’s transition into a 
nursing home.

• Keep a positive attitude. 
The stress of moving an ag-
ing relative into a nursing 
home can be signifi cant for 
all parties involved. But 
focusing on the positives 
of nursing homes, such as 
around-the-clock care and 
daily activities, can help 
aging relatives look at nurs-
ing homes in a new light. 
In addition, family mem-
bers who familiarize them-
selves with nursing homes 
will begin to see they are 
often great places for aging 
men and women to social-
ize with others their age 
while receiving the care 
and attention they need. 
When discussing the move 

to a nursing home, focus 
on these positives and your 
relative will be more likely 
to follow your lead.

• Choose a nursing home 
that’s close to home. One of 
the more diffi cult parts of 
transitioning to a nursing 
home is the notion that se-
niors are leaving their lives 
behind once they move into 
a home. Choosing a nursing 
home that’s close to home 
and makes routine visits 
from friends and relatives 
possible enables seniors 
to maintain a connection 
to their current lifestyle. 
A home that is miles and 
miles away from a person’s 
support system can foster 
feelings of isolation and 
loneliness.

• Plan trips with your 
loved one. Just because 
an aging relative lives in 
a nursing home does not 
mean he or she can no lon-
ger travel. If a relative is 
healthy enough to travel, in-
clude them on family trips 
and outings. This includes 
more routine events like 
weekly Sunday dinners, 
kids’ sporting events and 
other extracurricular ac-
tivities. The more involved 
your aging relatives are in 
the daily life of your family, 
the more likely they are to 
see the advantages of living 
in a nursing home.

• Encourage your loved 
ones to take some personal 

items with them. When mov-
ing into a nursing home, 
men and women must leave 
behind many of their posses-
sions. This is a simple space 
issue, as the rooms in a typi-
cal nursing home cannot ac-
commodate a life’s worth of 
keepsakes and possessions. 
But that doesn’t mean men 
and women have to leave ev-
erything behind. Encourage 
your loved one to bring along 
some possessions, such as 
his or her family photos, a 
favorite chair or smaller 
mementos from places he or 
she visited throughout his 
or her life. Such items can 
make a nursing home seem 
less antiseptic and more like 
a home.

• Set up an e-mail ac-
count for your loved one. If 
your loved one still has his 
or her mental health, then 
set him or her up with an 
e-mail account. This allows 
your loved one to maintain 
daily contact with family 
and friends. Many of today’s 
nursing homes provide fa-
cilities where residents can 
access the Internet. If not, 
speak to the staff and ask 
if your relative can bring 
his or her own computer. If 
your relative will be able to 
routinely access the Inter-
net, consider purchasing a 
digital subscription to the 
local newspaper so he or she 
can further maintain a con-
nection to the community.  

Helping your loved one 
adapt to a nursing home

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, 
Medicaid, most insurers and private pay.

Dad survived  
his stroke.

His independence 
didn’t.

Now what? 
No matter what kind of home care your loved one needs, the  
Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) has you covered.  
We have skilled staff trained in managing specific conditions such  
as heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. We also  
offer private home care services such as companionship, meal 
preparation and personal grooming. This helps ensure continuity of  
care when you want or need care beyond what insurance covers. 
Whatever your loved one needs, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW  www.vnsny.org

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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Entering your 50s and beyond, you may have questions 
about keeping healthy — even if you feel fine now. Getting 
the answers you need to your health questions is a huge part of 
wellness. Also, following some simple steps, can help you feel 
great and stay active well into your later years.

How often should I visit my doctor?
Once yearly — minimum. During your checkup, your doc-

tor may ask you to take some tests, called screenings. Screen-
ings check your risk for certain health problems — especially 
important if issues like diabetes, heart disease, or cancer runs 
in your family.

Which screenings are recommended for 
maturing adults?

There are many different screenings, most are easy to do, 
and many are covered by Healthfirst Medicare Plans:

Bone Mass Measurement: Painlessly checks your risk 
for osteoporosis (bones that become brittle or break).

Breast Cancer Screenings: Women should get a yearly 
mammogram (x-ray of the breasts). 

Prostate Cancer Screenings: Men should have a yearly 
prostate cancer screening, which includes an exam and a 
simple blood test. 

Diabetes Screenings: If you have diabetes, you should 
be checked at least twice yearly. This may include blood 
pressure, blood tests, and urine tests. 

Glaucoma (Eye) Tests: You should get a glaucoma test 
at least once yearly.

HIV Screenings: A yearly HIV blood test is 
recommended.

What if a screening says I have a problem, 
or at risk for one?

Caught early, chances of fixing a problem are much higher 
than if it’s ignored. Your doctor will explain what to do to 
treat the problem.

What else can I do to stay healthy?
Healthy diet, low stress levels, and gentle exercise are the 

best things you can do to keep healthy. If you smoke — quit. 
If needed, your doctor can help with these things.

Do I need certain vaccines?
Yes. You should get a flu shot every autumn. Medicare also 

covers pneumonia, tetanus/diptheria/whooping cough (Tdap), 
and Hepatitis B shots. Older adults only need these shots once. 
Ask your doctor.

Healthfirst puts members’ health first.
As a Healthfirst Medicare member, you can choose from 

thousands of doctors and get screenings with $0 copay. Many 
of our plans offer additional benefits:

Free transportation to and from your doctor 
appointments.

Dental, hearing and vision care.

A free, pre-paid card you may use to buy non-prescrip-
tion health items.

Healthfirst is part of YOUR community. 
Learn which free or low-cost Healthfirst 
Medicare Plan is right for you:

Call 1-877-741-9408 TTY 888-542-3821 7 
days a week, 8am-8pm, or stop by one of 
our local offices to speak with our Medicare 
representatives. 

Visit us online at www. Healthfirst.org/medicare
Healthfirst  Medicare Plan is a coordinated care plan with a 

Medicare contract and a contract with the New York Medicaid 
program. 

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a 
complete description of benefits.  For more information con-
tact the plan.

Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply.

Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-
payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.

H3359_MKT13_48 Accepted 10072012

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Take Control of Your Health: 
Simple Steps to Wellness
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Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. 
Please contact the plan for further details.
©2013 HF Management Services, LLC. H3359_MTK13_100 Accepted 05172013

If you’re 65 or older or have special needs, the Medicare Advantage Plans 
from Healthfirst cover doctors, dentists and medicines at low-to-no cost to you.

And if you see Peter, ask him how Healthfirst keeps him singing. 

“I sing calypso  ”
Healthfirst Medicare Advantage

healthfirst.org/Medicare

(TTY/TTD 1.888.542.3821)
7 days a week, 8am – 8pm

1.877.741.9408 

Peter,
Healthfirst Member
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Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new 
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056742

Find us on

ELDERCARE TODAY

versations about their own 
pets and stories from their 
earlier years.

The visiting pet program 
is not limited to dogs. It can 
include cats, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, parrots, domesticated 
rats — and, in some parts of 
the country, llamas, horses, 
goats, donkeys, pigs and 
chickens. Nancy George-
Michalson, therapy animal 
program coordinator for Pet 
Partners, a nationwide ani-
mal organization, mentioned 
that, in New Jersey, it has a 
potbelly pig named Sherman 
registered in the program.  

Not every animal is eli-
gible for the visiting pet pro-
gram. First, it must have 
the proper temperament. 
Pets must be friendly and 
patient, respond to com-
mands and not be distracted 
by loud noises. The pet must 
have a current rabies vacci-
nation and license, and must 
be free of ticks and fl eas.

The handler must also 

go through extensive train-
ing. He must follow a cer-
tain protocol, be courteous 
and respect the privacy of 
patients. The fi nal exam 
can often include simulat-
ing a chaotic environment 
similar to one that might 
occur in a nursing home. 
Both the pet and the han-
dler are tested. The par-
ticipants must enter into a 
room, ignore the stimulus, 
and remain calm. They are 
to ignore any other pet that 
is in the room. Only calm 
animals and handlers will 
receive certifi cation. 

If you are interested in be-
coming certifi ed and provid-
ing pet therapy in a facility 
near you, there are several 
agencies that offer training 
and credentialing through-
out the United States and 
Canada. Each program has 
slightly different certifi ca-
tion requirements. 

To get a pet therapy pro-
gram started in your facil-
ity, start by checking the 
yellow pages or online to 

fi nd local providers in your 
area. You could also check 
other senior facilities and 
get names of pet therapy 
providers from them. One 
advantage of talking to 
other facilities is fi rst-hand 
references and recommen-
dations. It may take a little 
hard work, but the smiles 
and happy faces will make 
it all worth it when you 
light up your facility!

Joanna Leefer is the 
founder of ElderCareGiv-
ing, an agency that ad-
vises families on how to 
get the best care for their 
frail loved ones. She has 10 
years experience working 
with aging issues. She was 
the primary caregiver for 
her parents for more than 
seven years and worked 
for Friends and Relatives 
of Institutionalized Aged, 
Inc., an advocacy organi-
zation for the elderly. For 
more information on her 
services, visit www.joanna-
leefer.com. Her book, “Al-
most Like Home: A Family 
Guide to Navigating the 
Nursing Home Maze,” will 
be available in fall 2013.

Continued from Page 29

Seniors and pets

Retired professional ath-
letes often speak about the 
diffi cult moment when they 
knew it was time to retire 
from professional competi-
tion. The transition can be 
easy for some but far more 
diffi cult for others. But aging 
amateur athletes know you 
need not be a professional to 
realize there comes a time 
when your body is telling 
you it’s time to ease up.

Athletes are used to 
pushing themselves and 
stretching their limits, but 
some limits are best not 
pushed. Such is the case 
with the limits posed by 
aging. While athletes don’t 
have to completely fold up 
shop and hang up their 
cleats, tennis shoes, or 
other athletic equipment as 
they approach senior citi-
zen status, there are steps 
aging athletes can take to 
ensure they aren’t pushing 
their bodies too far as they 
grow older.

• Recognize your new re-
covery time. Veteran ath-
letes tend to have a sixth 
sense about their bodies, 
knowing how long they need 
to recover from common ail-
ments like ankle sprains, 
knee pain, back pain, and 
shin splints. Despite the 
body’s remarkable ability for 
recovery, it’s not immune to 
aging, and that recovery time 
will increase as the body 
ages. Whereas a sprained an-
kle might once have been as 
good as new after a few days 
or rest, aging athletes must 
recognize that the same an-
kle sprain now might require 
more recovery time. Return-
ing too quickly from an in-
jury can only make things 
worse for aging athletes, so 
don’t push yourself.

• Take more time to 
warm up. As the body ages, 
its response time to exer-
cise increases. This means 
the body needs more time to 
prepare itself for cardiovas-

cular and strength-training 
exercises. Increase your 
warmup time as you age, 
gradually increasing the 
intensity of your warmup 
exercises until your body 
feels ready for more strenu-
ous exercise.

• Focus on fl exibility. 
The more fl exible you are, 
the more capable the body 
is of absorbing shock, in-
cluding the shock that re-
sults from repetitive activi-
ties. But as the body ages, it 
becomes less fl exible, which 
makes it less capable of 
successfully handling the 
repetitive movements com-
mon to exercise. Aging ath-
letes should focus on their 
fl exibility, stretching their 
muscles before and after a 
workout. In addition, activi-
ties such as yoga can work 
wonders on improving fl ex-
ibility for young and aging 
athletes alike.

• Don’t stop strength 
training. Some aging ath-

letes mistakenly feel they 
should stop strength train-
ing as they get older. No lon-
ger concerned about build-
ing muscle, aging athletes 
might feel as if they have 
nothing to gain by lifting 
weights and continuing 
to perform other muscle 
strengthening exercises. 
But the body gradually loses 
muscle mass as it ages, and 
that loss puts the joints un-
der greater stress when ag-
ing athletes perform other 
exercises. That stress can 
put people at greater risk 
for arthritis, tendinitis and 
ligament sprains. While 
you no longer need to max 
out on the bench press or 
challenge yourself on the bi-
ceps curl, it is important to 
continue to make strength 
training a part of your fi t-
ness regimen as you age. 

Aging athletes need not 
associate aging with ceas-
ing their athletic pursuits. 
But recognizing your limi-
tations and the changes 
your body is going through 
is an important element of 
staying healthy as your ap-
proach older adulthood.  

Advice for aging athletes
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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ELDERCARE TODAY

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

PROTECT 
YOUR HOME 

FROM MEDICAID:
COME IN 

FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION

As many seniors age, 
their ability to live indepen-
dently is compromised. An 
older adult may suffer from 
a medical condition that 
makes it diffi cult or impos-
sible for her to drive an auto-
mobile or manage day-to-day 
life independently. In such 
instances, many younger rel-
atives opt to invite an aging 
parent or grandparent into 
their homes, a decision that 
they should not take lightly.

Asking an aging relative 
to move into your home is of-
ten a selfl ess decision rooted 
in the affection you feel for 
that person. But there are cer-
tain things to consider about 
your home, as well as your fi -
nances, before inviting an ag-
ing relative to move in.

Space in the home

When your household is 
taking on a new member, you 
will obviously need to fi nd 

some space for that person. 
But if you’re currently at full 
capacity, then you will need 
to determine if the space you 
have is truly capable of han-
dling an additional member of 
the household. Seniors often 
value their privacy, so sharing 
a room is not an ideal option, 
nor one that your relative is 
likely to embrace. If you deter-
mine you’ll need to remodel or 
add a new suite to your home, 
it’s important to know that 
such projects can be very ex-
pensive, with a room addition 
very likely costing close to or 
more than six fi gures. 

But homeowners with lots 
of available space may fi nd 
their home is not ideal for se-
niors, either. For example, 
seniors whose physical condi-
tion is less than ideal might 
not be able to get up or down 
stairs easily and might fi nd 
walking from room to room in 

a large house to be too physi-
cally taxing. Before inviting 
an aging relative into your 
home, be sure the space avail-
able is suitable that person 
and her particular condition.

Proximity to medical 

facilities

Many seniors need to visit 
medical facilities more fre-
quently than younger people. 
This makes the proximity of 
your home to doctors’ offi ces a 
signifi cant factor to consider 
before inviting an aging rela-
tive to move into your home. If 
your home is far off the beaten 
path or in an area where ac-
cess to medical care is sparse, 
then your loved one’s health 
may be compromised if she 
moves into your home. Dis-
cuss your loved one’s medical 
condition and history with 
her before extending an invi-
tation. If she has considerable 
medical needs and your ac-

cess to reliable medical facili-
ties is limited, then you might 
need to move before you can 
comfortably house an aging 
relative or explore other hous-
ing options for this person.

Personal fi nances

The cost of caring for an 
aging relative is considerable. 
According to the MetLife Ma-
ture Market Institute, the av-
erage cost of in-home care for 
a parent who requires a home 
health aide was slightly less 
than $22,000 per year in 
2011. That’s a considerable 
amount of money, especially 
for people whose own retire-
ment is imminent. Because 
those costs are so substan-
tial, many care for their ag-
ing relatives on their own, 
which can still prove quite 
costly over the long haul. 
Taking on that role might im-
pact income you sorely need, 
especially if you’re forced to 
scale back your workload so 
you can better care for an ag-
ing relative.

Inviting an aging relative 
to move into your home is a 
decision that requires care-
ful consideration of a host of 
factors.  

Things to consider when inviting 
an aging relative to move in

Did you know?
A transient ischemic attack, often referred 

to as a “mini stroke,” is an event that’s similar 
to a stroke. 

When a person has a transient ischemic 
attack, the symptoms are just like those of a 
stroke, but they last less than 24 hours before 
disappearing. However, that disappearance 
does not mean a person is in the clear, as an at-
tack is a serious warning sign of stroke. 

According to the National Stroke Association, 
up to 40 percent of people who experience this 
will go on to have an actual stroke, and studies 
have shown that nearly half of all strokes occur 
within a day or two of having an attack. But even 
those people who do not have a stroke within 48 
hours are still at risk of having a stroke. In fact, 
10 to 15 percent of people who have an attack will 
have a stroke within three months. 

Symptoms of a transient ischemic attack are 
sudden and may include confusion; diffi culty 
speaking or understanding; numbness or weak-
ness of the face, arm or leg, particularly on one 
side of the body; vision trouble in one or both 
eyes; trouble walking; dizziness; or loss of bal-
ance or coordination. Interrupted blood fl ow 
to the brain is often behind an attack. A lack of 
blood and oxygen in the brain often leads to the 
temporary symptoms described above. 

Should you or a loved one exhibit any of these 
symptoms, seek medical help immediately, even if 
the symptoms appear to be are subsiding. A quick 
response might prevent a full-on stroke.  
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BTGRAND AVENUE FESTIVAL
65th to 71st Streets

Also scheduled: 

 

— E V E N T  S P O N S O R S —

—  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  S P O N S O R S :  —

Don’t  Miss The Fun!

Entertainment Stage 
Located at:

 

 

show times subject to change

Sunday, June 9, 2013,  12 noon to 5 PM

Aiello & Cannick

Burke's Pub

Connolly's Corner

Fame Restaurant

Frank Smith Architects

Glendale Bake Shop

Grand Florist

Michael J. Falco, Attorney

Bernard G. Helldorfer, Attorney

Home Hunters Real Estate

Iavarone Bros. of Isabella's Ice

Key Food

Knockout Pest Control

Martin Luther School

Masone, White, Penkava 
& Cristofari

Maspeth

Maspeth Hall

Maspeth Lock & Safe

Maspeth Press Printers

O'Kane Realty

Papavero Funeral Home

Polish and Slavic Federal 
Credit Union

Barbara Pryor, Attorney

Joan Sammon

69th Street Beverage

Vona & Vona LLP

 

What Do You Do When You Need A Doctor??

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans, All United Health Plans 
except Community, All Oxford Plans except Mosaic Plan 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, 
HIP, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet, Guardian, 

Magnacare, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include
 Treatment Of Cuts  Burns  Abscesses 

 Orthopedic Care of Sprains  Fractures  Sports & Work Injuries 
 X-Rays  Suturing  Splinting And Much More

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

www.fi rstmedny.com

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

FIRST+MED 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL CARE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Feliz - Class of ’14
Transfer Student
Fe
Tra

Small College .  B ig  Dreams .

Register
Now!

SFC . edu2 3 4 5 A BC D N RF
lines

S U MM E R
S E S S I O N S

July 1-31
Aug. 5-29
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BY PHIL CORSO

Bayside father Ter-
rence Grogan still holds 
back tears when he tells 
the story of his 18-year-old 
daughter Katy, who was 
killed crossing a busy Flor-
ida highway in 2008 during 
a soccer tournament.

But her dream still 
lives on, he said, through 
an annual walkathon and 
scholarship fund in Katy’s 
honor. For five years now, 
Grogan’s walkathon has 
helped provide scholar-
ships to students gradu-
ating from Sacred Heart 
School in Bayside to attend 
Archbishop Molloy High 
School in Briarwood, both 
schools where Katy was 
once a student.

“Only 18 years old, 
Kaitlyn had deeply touched 
so many lives in a multi-
tude of positive ways,” the 

father said. “Although she 
is no longer with us, we 
hope to keep her positive 
influence alive by assisting 
graduates of Sacred Heart 
School to attend Archbish-
op Molloy HS through the 
Katy Grogan Scholarship 
Fund.”

Katy Grogan was an 
active student while in 
school, her father said, 
and spent much of her time 
playing sports and doing 
extracurricular activities 
like karate and serving as 
an altar server for the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus Parish.
At the time of her 

tragic death, Molloy senior 
Kaitlyn Maureen Grogan 
was in Florida for the Bay-
side-based FC New York 
United Tigers soccer team’s 
tournament when she and 
a teammate were struck 
by a 2006 Acura driving 
along the busy Dale Mabry 
Highway. Grogan was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
while her teammate, Brit-
tany Gruber, of West Islip, 
L.I., was taken to a nearby 
hospital and recovered.

It was at his daughter’s 
funeral that Terrence said 
he was inspired to establish 
a scholarship fund in Katy’s 
name to keep her ambitions 
alive for years to come.

“She was a daughter, 
sister and friend and the 
kind of person who puts 
the needs of others before 

KATY GROGAN

Kaitlyn Grogan walk 
still lives on in Bayside

Housing providers cannot discriminate against families with children under 18 or 

pregnant women. It is unlawful to refuse to rent, renew a lease, or set different 

terms or conditions because of the presence of children. If you witness or experience 

discrimination, contact the New York State Division of Human Rights at 

1-888-392-3644 or WWW.DHR.NY.GOV. 

My little boy 
is my pride and joy...

and the reason my 

landlord refused 
to renew my lease. 

This advertisement was made possible through a partnership between the NYS 

Divison of Human Rights and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

for Human Rights

NEW YORK STATE

DIVISION OF
H U M A N
R I G H T S

Continued on Page 58

To register, or for more information, please visit 
www.heart.org/queensgoredforwomen

email krystal.zalak@heart.org or call 516-450-9125

Queens 
Go Red For Women® Dinner

Terrace on the Park - Flushing Meadows Park, NY
Wednesday, June 12, 2013

4:30 p.m. Heart Healthy Workshop
5:30 p.m. Registration , Networking & Auction

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Dinner & Program

Honoring

locally sponsored by

©2012, American Heart Association. Also know as the Heart Fund.
TM Go Red trademark of AHA, Red Dress trademark of DHHS. 7/11 DS4967

Cities Go Red Sponsor

Cities Go Red Sponsor

Audra Fordin
CEO & President

Great Bear Auto and 
Women Auto Know

MEDICAL CHAIR
Stacey Rosen, MD

Vice President
Katz Institute for Women’s Health

North Shore-LIJ Health System

Kathleen Gallo, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN
Senior Vice President and 

Chief Learning Officer
North Shore-LIJ Health System

CHAIR
Rita Mercieca, RN
Executive Director

Forest Hills Hospital
North Shore-LIJ Health System

Playing The Hits of a Lifetime

94
THE SHARK

EVERYTHING THAT ROCKS

3

CONNOISSEUR MEDIA LONG ISLAND
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Our Residential Mortgage Program 
Helps You Achieve Your Dream 

� Bank’s Direct Lending  

� Choice of fixed-Rate Loan Terms 

� Rate Lock-In Option 

� Simplified Application Process 

� Competitive Services and Rates 

- Contact our local branches for more details - 

 Canal Street Branch:      202 Canal Street, New York, NY 10013       Tel : (212) 238-8208 
 

 Brooklyn Branch:            5714 8th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220         Tel : (718) 210-0508 
 

 Flushing Branch:             3902 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354         Tel : (347) 905-9772 

Website: www.icbc-us.com                          Email: info@us.icbc.com.cn 

Summer Program 
up to 

 

*$100 
OFF

Accredited by New York Education Department and The Board of Regents
Whitestone Academy is a private middle & high school with 30 years of history

SUMMER REGENTS CREDIT COURSESREGENTS PREP CLASSES

June Regents Prep  
Classes Begin 6/1/13  

August Regents Make-up and 
Advance Classes Begin 7/1/13

SUMMER STUDY PROGRAM

(Grades 7-12) All Subjects
Test Prep.

SAT || PSAT || SATII || ACT || TOEFL

SWIMMING PROGRAM

Swimming and Lifeguard Training

REGENTS EXAM ON SITE 
08/13 and 08/14

ATTN: Whitestone Academy Summer Program
150-34 12th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357
SummerRegents.WhiteStone@gmail.com

Call: 718-864-9646
Bus: Q15A, Q20B Q44

*Terms & conditions: Offer expires on 5/30/2013, cannot be combined with other offers

Regents Prep and Advance Program
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Lacey Garnett of Corona 
and Noemi Torres of Flushing 
have been named to the All-Aca-
demic cross country team by the 
United States Collegiate Athletic 
Association at Berkeley College.

Alemante Tedla of Flush-
ing and Jewel Brown of Briar-
wood have earned honors for the 
fall 2012 academic term at West-
minster School.

Norma Dyer of Jamaica has 
participated in the fall 2012 pro-
duction of Lynda Barry’s “The 
Good Times Are Killing Me” at 
Gettysburg College.

Brian Go of Flushing, Eric 

Najjar of Forest Hills and Benge 

Li of Middle Village have been 
named to the fall 2012 dean’s list 
at the Savannah College of Art 
and Design.

Angela Carcione of Howard 
Beach was honored as a top stu-
dent at a ceremony at the Univer-
sity of Delaware.

Nicholas J. Davis of 
Rosedale and Davaughn L. Cun-

ningham of St. Albans have 
graduated from SUNY Oswego.

Sarah Cho of Whitestone 
was named to the fall 2012-13 high 
honor roll at the Kent School.

Alexis Chamoff of Flushing 
earned a gold medal for her cold 
rabbit platter at the Societe Cu-
linaire Philanthropique’s 144th 
Annual Salon of Culinary Art at 
the Javits Center in Manhattan 
in November.

Arif Mehmetaj of Jamaica 
and Grequan Carter of St. Al-
bans are participating in the 
SUNY Delhi men’s basketball 
team.

LaGuardia Community Col-
lege student Freda Raitelu has 
received a national Student of the 
Year Award.

Audra L. Anthony of Ja-
maica is a member of Karen 
Steen’s “Knitting: Functional 
Craft/Social Commentary,” an 
exploration of the craft and social 
context of hand knitting.

Angelina Castro of Flush-
ing and Samantha Garofalo of 
Glendale have participated in the 
Siena College production of “Anti 
Gone Today,” a spin on the Greek 
classic “Antigone.”

Kevin Morales of Ridge-

wood and Anthony Cervasio of 
Flushing are participating mem-
bers of the SUNY Delhi men’s 
swimming and diving team.

Kayla Gioia of Flushing was 
recognized for academic achieve-
ment by Dominican College in 
November.

Simeon Daniels of Ridge-
wood spent the fall 2012 Gettys-
burg College semester studying 
in Spain.

Aiyesha Brown of St. Al-
bans has been named to the Dr. 
Betty Shabazz All-Tournament 
team for women’s basketball at 
Berkeley College.

Melissa Monsalve, daughter 
of Gloria Mejia of Corona, per-
formed in the Connecticut College 
dance department’s fall concert 
“Title Goes Here” in December.

Bo-hyun Moon, daughter 
of Ju-han Moon and Young-mi 

Bae of Flushing, was named to 
the fall 2012 Choate Rosemary 
Hall deans list.

Robert Hughes of Whites-
tone, Samir Keshk of Cambria 
Heights, Shiwei Liu of Wood-
haven and Annie Liao of Flush-
ing have graduated from the Roch-
ester Institute of Technology.

Frederick Louis Antoine, 
son of Millicent Gregory of 
Queens Village, has been recog-
nized as an outstanding campus 
leader at Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege in the 2013 edition of “Who’s 
Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Universities and Colleges.”

Francis Arigo of Fresh Mead-
ows was awarded a David Wills 
Scholarship by Gettysburg College.

Isaiah Henderson of Jamai-
ca and Dorian Weekes of Rego 

Park were named to the fall 2012 
Pomfret School honor roll.

Rachel Santiago of Bayside 
has committed a year to help stu-
dents in Boston succeed by serv-
ing as an AmeriCorps member 
with City Year.

The Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi is pleased to announce 
that Cynthia Mbu-Etonga of 
Woodside, Lawrence Faulk-

enberry of Douglas Manor and 
Anthony Canale of Whitestone 
were initiated.

Mia Polizzotto of Flushing, 
Ashley Esposito of Maspeth and 
Caitlin Lawlor of Glendale have 
been named to the fall 2012 dean’s 
list at York College of Pennsylva-
nia.

Sakirat Akadri of Jamaica, 
has been named to The Loomis 
Chaffee School winter high honor 
roll.

Joseph Moreau of Queens 
Village was named to the fall 2012 
Hudson Valley Community Col-
lege dean’s list.

Camille C. Ricks of Corona 
has received the Crane Co. MBA 
for Supply Chain Sponsored 
Scholarship during the 2012-13 
academic year at Clarkson Uni-
versity.

Audra L. Anthony of Ja-
maica is on Cazenovia College’s 
fall 2012 dean’s list.

Matthew Biscardi of Flush-
ing, Adrian Breda of Ozone 
Park, Tiffanie Hawes of South 
Ozone Park and Andrew Lee of 
South Richmond Hill have been 
named to the fall 2012 honors list 
at SUNYIT.

Madelyn Wang of Flushing 
has been named to the Champlain 
College fall 2012 dean’s list.

Kevin Michael of South 
Richmond Hill has been named to 
the fall 2012 SUNYIT president’s 
list.

Tyesha T. Coleman of Ja-
maica and Cindy A. Chariah 
of South Ozone Park have been 
named to the Herkimer County 
Community College fall 2012 
dean’s list.

Patrick M. Dupuy of Flush-
ing has made the fall 2012 presi-
dent’s list at Coastal Carolina 
University.

Saudia Mahamed of Jamai-

ca has been named to the Herkim-
er County Community College 
fall 2012 president’s list.

Lisa M. Labate, daughter 
of Adeline and William Labate 
of Whitestone, has been named 
to the Hamilton College fall 2012 
dean’s list.

Oscar Berrios, a fourth-
g rader from the Police Athletic 
League’s PS 214 Center in Flush-
ing , was selected to have his art-
work featured in the 2013 PAL 
Calendar.

Melissa Zheng, daughter of 
Hang and Qing Zheng of East 
Elmhurst, has been elected to the 
Lawrence University chapter of 
Phi Beta Kappa.

Edward Wei-Mao Hsu of 
Bayside, Christopher G. Celiz of 
Flushing and Hana Im of Fresh 
Meadows have graduated from 
SUNY Fredonia.

Faraz Qureshi of Flushing, 
a Clarkson University sophomore, 
interned at NNYRA in Potsdam, 
N.Y., last summer.

Stephanie Leung of Mas-
peth, Nadia Misir of South 
Ozone Park and Vanessa Reyes 
of Jackson Heights were named to 
the fall 2012 SUNY Oswego presi-
dent’s list.

Christopher Rossi of Whit-
estone earned fall 2012 faculty 
honors at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology.

Marielle Duryea of Middle 
Village and Andrew Nunez of 
East Elmhurst were named to the 
fall 2012 Caldwell College dean’s 
list.

Harry Huang of Rego Park 
has graduated from the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology in Atlanta.

Wells College fall 2012 dean’s list.
Meghan Leverock of Middle 

Village has earned honors for the 
fall 2012 semester at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire.

Richard Bohan of Maspeth, 
Viktoriya Saldina of Ridgewood, 
Christina M. Rukki of Forest 
Hills and Jamie M. Caroccio of 
East Elmhurst have been named 
to the fall 2012 dean’s list at St. 
Lawrence University.

James Coyne of Middle Vil-
lage is on the fall 2012 dean’s list 
at Ashland University.

Brandon Marcus Reis of 
Forest Hills was named to the fall 
2012 dean’s list at Juniata College.

Andrew Tejada of Spring-
field Gardens earned a perfect 
grade point average of 4.0 during 
the fall 2012 semester at SUNY 
Oneonta and has been named to 
the college’s provost’s list.

Md. Ali of Jamaica has 
earned honor roll status for the 
fall 2012 term at Washington and 
Lee University.

Robert Walter of New Hyde 
Park has received a scholarship 
to attend Berkeley College.

Lariza Chioco of Sunnyside 
has been named to the fall 2012 
dean’s list at Salve Regina Uni-
versity.

Argina R. Girsang of Sun-
nyside is participating in St. Law-
rence University’s International 
Study Program during the spring 
2013 semester.

Academics
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Engagements Military
Sgt. Riyani L. Gillespie, 

daughter of Setyadt Ciputra of 
Fresh Meadows, has arrived for 
duty to the 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade at Camp Humphreys, 
South Korea.

Air National Guard Air-
man 1st Class Oarar Sanwai, 
a 2004 graduate of Newcomers 
High School in Long Island City, 
graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Air National Guard Airman 
1st Class Eric Felipe, cousin of 
Ismael Felipe Jr. of Long Island 
City, graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air 
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Air Force Airman Tyrone 

J. Butler, son of Erayna But-

ler of Flushing, graduated from 
basic military training at Lack-
land Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Texas.

Alain Ocampo of Wood-
side, serving with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Co., 
3-142nd Aviation, is promoted to 
the rank of specialist.

Roy Aguinaga of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. C, 101st Sig-
nal Battalion. is promoted to the 
rank of specialist.

Freddy Munozblanco of 
East Elmhurst, serving with the 
719th Transportation Co., is pro-
moted to the rank of specialist.

Stephen Pritchett of Jamai-
ca, serving with the Co. A, 101st 
Signal Battalion, is promoted to 
the rank of private 1st class.

Shelica Graham of Jamai-
ca, serving with the Co. C, 101st 
Signal Battalion, is promoted to 
the rank of specialist.

Irshaad Mohamed of Hol-
lis, serving with the Co. D, 1-69th 
Infantry, is promoted to the rank 

of staff sergeant.
Jolie Powell of Jamaica, 

serving with the Co. E (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of specialist.

Audrey Alexispeacock of 
Jamaica, serving with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Co., 
27th Brigade Special Troops Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Leonardo Diaz of Rich-
mond Hill, serving with the 
Co. A, 101st Signal Battalion, is 
promoted to the rank of staff ser-
geant.

Ysnaldo Perez of Wood-
haven, serving with the Co. B, 
642nd Support Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of specialist.

Christopher Morreale of 
Maspeth, serving with the 719th 
Transportation Co., is promoted 
to the rank of specialist.

Joshua Silva of Flushing, 
serving with the 719th Trans-
portation Co. is promoted to the 
rank of private 1st class.

Andrew Lee of Flushing, 
serving with the Co. A, 101st Sig-
nal Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of private 1st class.

Jose Baez of College Point, 
serving with the Co. E, 3-142nd 
Aviation, is promoted to the 
rank of private.

Sgt. Windollyn Patino

of Jamaica has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 719th 
Transportation Co.

Spc. Alan Jara of Corona 
has re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the Co. B, 1-69th Infan-
try.

Sgt. Edgar Ochoa of Jamai-
ca has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co., 1-69th In-

fantry.
Spc. Muhammad Velez

of Corona has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Co., 
27th Brigade Special Troops Bat-
talion.

Staff Sgt. Ryan Bhooras-

ingh of Jamaica has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the Co. 
A, Recruiting and Retention.

Sgt. Rian Barnes of Hollis 
has re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the Co. B, 642nd Sup-
port Battalion.

Spc. Jolie Powell of Jamai-
ca has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. E (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion.

Spc. Audrey Alexispea-

cock of Jamaica has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the 
Headquarters and Headquarters 
Co., 27th Brigade Special Troops 
Battalion.

Spc. Rushain Parker of 
Cambria Heights has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the 14th 
Finance Detachment.

Spc. Miroslaw Banas of 
Ridgewood has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the Co. B, 
642nd Support Battalion.

Pfc. George Benitez of 
Ridgewood has re-enlisted to con-
tinue service with the Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Co., 1-69th 
Infantry.

Sgt. Justin Lee of Flush-
ing has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. A, 1-69th 
Infantry.

Staff Sgt. David You of 
Flushing has re-enlisted to con-
tinue service with the Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Co., 27th 
Brigade Special Troops Battal-
ion.

Awards
Madlyn S. Schneider, of 

Queens Library, was named 
among 10 librarians recog-
nized for service to their com-
munities, schools and campus-
es as winners of the Carnegie 
Corp. of New York/New York 
Times I Love My Librarian 
Award.

Miscellaneous

Business
Cleopatra Tsirnikas of 

Fresh Meadows has received top 
honors for its Excellent Begin-
nings Program from lia sophia.

TD Bank has named Ber-

nard D. Dolington store manag-
er of the new Kew Gardens Hills 
store.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner has 
named the following to military 
academies: Henry Wu of Wood-
haven, Pamela Wishart of Nep-
onsit, Raymond Perniciaro of 

Middle Village, Seamus Mc-

Caffrey and Marco LoBosco of 
Glendale, Jacob Lynch of Flush-
ing and Terence Stackpole of 
Belle Harbor.

Maria Renée Milcetic, a 2002 graduate of Saint Francis Prepara-
tory School in Fresh Meadows, is engaged to Michael James Comer, 
son of Joanne and Michael Comer of Wilmington, Mass. They plan 
to wed in 2014.

Academics
Ziying Situ of Flushing 

was named to the Wake Forest 
University fall 2012 dean’s list.

Nima Feizi of Hollis, Adam 

Rovin of Briarwood and Maria 

Izquierdo of Corona have grad-
uated from SUNY New Paltz.

Kimberly Nicole Lombar-

di of Whitestone and Sabrina 

Amanda Brotons of College 
Point were named to the fall 
2012 University of Rhode Island 
dean’s list.

Thomas P. Connolly of 
Fresh Meadows was named ot 
the Stonehill College fall 2012 

dean’s list.
Kritansha Pandey of 

Flushing has been named to the 
fall 2012 Nazareth College dean’s 
list.

Joseph Bello of Douglaston 
was named to the fall 2012 Bent-
ley University dean’s list.
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Lionel Hayes somehow 
obtained the plate while 
serving overseas.

A descendant of Hayes 
who sold it to the auction 
house could not tell inves-
tigators how Hayes came 
into possession of it, but 
she often heard him talk 
about Duk Soo Palace, a 
Joseon Dynasty-era com-
plex in Seoul.

weeks.
“The first thing is to 

stop squeezing small busi-
nesses,” he told reporters. 
“Now it’s about revenue. 
It’s not about enforce-
ment.”

Thompson took 
Queens in the 2009 Demo-
cratic mayoral primary 
with 63 percent of the vote, 
when he ran against Tony 
Avella, then a councilman 

from northeast Queens, 
and nonprofit manager 
Roland Rogers.

The only Assembly 
district he did not take was 
No. 26, Avella’s base.

Thompson’s path to 
victory is less clear this 
time around.

The Queens Demo-
cratic Party last month 
endorsed Quinn, and Liu 
is likely to pick up a large 
segment of the Asian vote 
that Thompson nabbed 
last time.

Anthony Weiner, 

the former congressman 
from Forest Hills, recent-
ly jumped into the race, 
throwing a wild card into 
the crowded field.

Still, Thompson won 
over at least one voter 
Monday.

“At first I was unde-
cided between him and 
Quinn,” LoGuidice said, 
explaining he thought 
Quinn was a flip-flopper 
and too closely aligned 
with Bloomberg. “But af-
ter today he’s definitely 
got my vote.”

formal or informal.
That 60 percent drops 

to 55 percent the follow-
ing year, when the extra 
5 percent will come from 
student surveys.

Student growth on 
state tests will account 
for 20 percent of a teach-
er’s score, and another 20 
percent will come from a 
committee at each school 
composed of four principal 
appointees and four from 
the UFT.

As opposed to the 
“thumbs up, thumbs 
down” version of evalua-
tion currently in place, the 
new plan will rate teachers 
on four levels: highly effec-
tive, effective, developing 
and ineffective.

Teachers with an “in-
effective” rating for two 
consecutive years can be 
fired.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the UFT’s 
demand for a sunset pro-
vision that would have al-
lowed any evaluation sys-

tem to expire after a few 
years was the main stick-
ing point in the negotia-
tions, and touted the new 
plan as a win for the city.

“Our refusal to accept 
a sunset provision was a 
primary reason why talks 
with the UFT broke down 
in January, and this rul-
ing validates our decision 
to hold firm,” he said.

UFT President Mi-
chael Mulgrew, however, 
said the major compo-
nents of the system were 
never subject to sunset 
and pointed out that the 
fundamentals of the plan 
were contingent on change 
through negotiations with 
the new mayor.

“The precise mea-
sures of student learning 
established by this ruling 
will be in effect unless and 
until they are altered in 
collective bargaining with 
the new mayor who takes 
office in seven months,” 
he said.

The union has not en-
dorsed a candidate in the 
crowded mayoral race.

Continued from Page 6

Evals
Continued from Page 14

Small biz
Continued from Page 18

said. Ostrofsky’s boss told 
the crowd about his work 
in the department’s anti-
crime team and attention 
to detail, which helped him 
bust robbers, burglars and 
thieves through his rough-
ly 160 arrests — 33 of which 
were in the past year.

“He has worked to de-
ter crimes and save many 
members of this communi-
ty from becoming victims,” 

Huerta said. “His vigilance 
and persistence has regu-
larly paid off.”

Sgt. Alicia Manzer 
received the Supervisor 
of the Year Award for her 
nine years of service on 
the precinct’s domestic vio-
lence team. Before giving 
her the plaque, Huerta told 
the crowd of Manzer’s com-
mitment to protecting the 
borough’s most vulnerable 
with a hands-on and vigi-
lant approach.

Detective of the Year 
went to Vincent Gannon, 

who has been working with 
the precinct since joining 
as a cadet in 1998, Huerta 
said. The precinct recog-
nized Gannon for his prog-
ress and experience, which 
has gone on to include over 
400 arrests, Huerta said.

Jordan Tozitsky re-
ceived Auxiliary Officer of 
the Year for logging more 
than 380 hours of his time 
this fiscal year, the pre-
cinct said.

“This department 
could not function without 
the help from its auxiliary 

officers,” Huerta said.
Barbara Rothman was 

honored as Civilian of the 
Year for working behind 
the scenes at the precinct 
for nearly three years.

The Explorer of the 
Year Award went to Bay-
side High School freshman 
Natasha Valentin, who 
clocked in more than 40 
hours of community ser-
vice during her time as an 
Explorer, Huerta said.

Plate

Continued from Page 16

111th
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If you’re a candidate for surgery, you’re a candidate for CyberKnife.

Our success rate is equal to any other form of treatment, 
including surgery.

There’s no cutting, no bleeding, no recovery period, 
no pain during or after treatment.

No incontinence and much less chance of impotence 
than other treatments.

Treatment takes only 5 days, for 45 minutes each day. Not 5 days a 
week for 9 weeks, as in standard radiation.

CyberKnife is NOT experimental – it’s FDA-approved. It’s covered by 
insurance. It’s covered by Medicare.

Winthrop is one of the most experienced CyberKnife centers
in the U.S.

For a consultation, or to speak with Dr. Haas, 
call 1.866.WINTHROP, or visit winthrop.org.

Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

“CyberKnife® is the biggest 
advance in prostate cancer 

treatment in over a decade.”

Jonathan Haas, MD
Chief of Radiation Oncology
Winthrop-University Hospital
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LATE PAGE

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Recorded in the Guinness 
Book of Records as the largest 
musical saw ensemble ever as-
sembled, the NYC Musical Saw 
Festival returned to Astoria for its 
10th-year milestone celebration, 
filling Trinity Lutheran Church, 
at 31-18 37th St., last weekend with 
300-plus concertgoers, including 
many diehard fans and curious 
folks looking for a new musical 
experience. 

The applause was deafening 

as 40 international saw musicians 
gathered on stage to perform to-
gether or solo, while the entire 
six-hour event captured the es-
sence of the unusual instrument 
that produces haunting, ethereal 
sounds. 

Organizer/director Natalia 
“Saw Lady” Paruz, known for her 
subway station performances, 
was the star. She played a reper-
toire of beautiful arrangements 
and tunes, accompanied by a full 
orchestra of 12 musicians. Her 
performance of composer Scott 

Munson’s “Cinematic Suite” re-
ceived a standing ovation.

During a phone interview, 
Paruz said she recently received 
a Declaration of Honor from 
Queens Borough President Helen 
Marshall, in which Marshall pro-
claimed June 1 “Musical Saw Fes-
tival Day.” 

“It was a huge surprise for 
me and I’m so grateful to her,” 
Paruz said. She also got letters 
of recognition from Councilman 
Peter Vallone and others, even 
Mayor Bloomberg. 

“It’s really gratifying how 
the festival took root, and I’m re-
ally grateful how the Musical Saw 
Festival is getting recognition,” 
Paruz said.

A skilled musician plays the 
musical saw using a violin or cello 
bow and creates arrangements by 
ear, or plays popular tunes using 
standard musical notes, without 
any visual indication on the instru-
ment as to where the notes would 
be. So, for example, quarter and 
half notes are achieved by gently 
manipulating the blade back and 
forth causing it to vibrate, thereby 
generating sounds that can only be 
described as other-worldly.

Paruz, who has performed 
at the Queens Botanical Gar-
dens, Flushing Library, various 
churches and parks, and yearly 
at The Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, started playing the musical 
saw about 19 years ago and hasn’t 

stopped since. She says she’s still 
learning. It all started when she 
traveled to Europe with her par-
ents at age 6 and happened to 
come across a man playing his 
saw on a street in Austria. 

“There were no teachers I 
could go to, so I had to sort of re-
invent the wheel for myself. But 
today I teach, and other people 
teach, so it evolved,” she said.

Offering lessons from her 
home, her students range in age 
from 14 to 83. Paruz said, “It’s not 
like violin lessons that are ongo-
ing; there’s one lesson and I teach 
you everything you need to know, 
and there’s exercises where you 
practice on your own. Very few 

NYC Saw Festival in Astoria celebrates 
music created with serrated metal tools

Continued on Page 49

Natalia Paruz (holding the bow in the air) leads a group of saw mu-
sicians at this year’s NY Musical Saw Festival in Astoria.  

Photo courtesy of Michel Chorus
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When Hector Canonge 
approached the Queens 
Museum of Art about host-
ing gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender film 
screenings, he spent a lot 
of time convincing officials 
“Shaving Ryan’s Privates” 
wouldn’t be on the bill.

“At first they asked, 
‘Is this going to be porno?’” 
Canonge said. “My job was 
to show them that gay and 
lesbian film is more than X-
rated movies.”

For the last nine years, 
Canonge and his series Cin-
emarosa continues to prove 
GLBT movies offer stories 
and points of view that go 
far beyond the sexual act. 
Canonge has also shown 
an audience for these mov-
ies exists right here in the 
borough.

After a stint in film 

studies at Princeton, Canon-
ge returned to Queens in 
2004 and quickly realized 

the borough offered GLBT 
residents plenty of options 
when it came to bars, clubs 

and restaurants but lacked 
much beyond that. 

“There was not a cul-
tural place to go to experi-
ence something separate 
from the clubs,” Canonge 
said. 

So he gathered col-
leagues, friends and di-
rectors he had met at film 
festivals around the coun-
try and convinced them 
to bring their movies to a 
community house in Wood-
side. At that first screen-
ing, Canonge was forced to 
borrow a projector and find 
the cleanest white sheet to 
hang on the wall as a make-
shift screen. 

But as word spread 
beyond Woodside and even 
Queens, Cinemarosa found 
it had outgrown the com-
munity house by the end 
of 2004 and needed a bigger 
space. That’s when Canonge 
approached the museum. 

“He has really ener-
gized the space here,” Da-
vid Strauss, the museum’s 
director of external affairs, 
said. “It’s another way for 
the museum to activate an-
other community. We are 
really happy to say Hector’s 
project has found a home 
here.”

Besides outgrowing 
the initial viewing space, 
Cinemarosa also has ex-
panded its programming 
beyond movies. Canonge 
now schedules perfor-
mance artists and spoken 
word pieces to accompany 
the monthly screenings. 

“This is not a movie 
house where you get your 
popcorn, watch the film 
and go home,” Canonge 
said. “Here, you stay, make 
friends and create a com-
munity.”

Movies, however, re-
main the main draw for 

Cinemarosa and Canonge 
pores over dozens of sub-
missions to select the ones 
that are screened. Although 
he appreciates Hollywood’s 
ever-growing willingness 
to incorporate gay and les-
bian characters and story 
lines into its productions, 
Canonge isn’t really in-
terested in showing those 
movies. 

“I like to focus on 
films that are not widely 
released,” Canonge said. 
“And I want to find some-
thing with essence that 
speaks to the community. 
These films are a reflection 
of our diverse community 
and they reflect the experi-
ences and lives of the GLBT 
community.”

Brooklyn resident 
Wim Deronde has made the 
trip to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park for the last 

Queens’ GLBT fi lm series celebrates its ninth year
Cinemarosa brings gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender movies to the Queens Museum of Art

Luis Padilla (l.) and a friend pose with Cinemarosa creator Hector 
Canonge (r.) during a celebration of the film series ninth anniver-
sary at the Queens Museum of Art. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

Continued on Page 49

154–11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Live Piano 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings
Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available

The Deck is Now Open!
Enjoy Lunch, Dinner & 

Sunday Brunch on the Deck

(718) 767-3100
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Come Join Us For 
Authentic Italian 

Dining
Free Valet Parking Now Available

Friday, Saturday Nights, and all day
Sunday for Father’s Day

We are now accepting reservations for
private or corporate functions.

Please come celebrate Father’s Day at

Testaccio Ristorante

Come join us Father’s Day, June 16th and 
enjoy what has made Testaccio RIstorante 

the most talked about restaurant in New York 
City. Featuring Brunch and Dinner specials 
from our Executive Chef Matthew Capone. 

Call and make your reservation today!

Originally a sprawling warehouse, the restaurant’s modular dining areas are 
perfect for business lunches, private meetings, group meals and events. Experience 
on Sat-Sun New York City’s most talked about Brunch. Enjoy romantic evenings, 

delicious family dinners, bar meals and cocktails, late night bites and desserts.

47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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 27.  ___ Lama
 28.  Queen
 30.  Quebec's ___ Peninsula
 31.  Suffragist Anthony
 33.  Up ___ (stuck)
 35.  Put out to pasture
 38.  Canned product since 1937
 43.  Baby birds?
 45.  Check for the possibility  
  that
 49.  Sums...
 52.  Jimmies
 54.  Carpenter who sang
 55.  Steamed
 56.  "___ partridge in..."
 57.  Mt. Rushmore state
 59.  Come clean?
 60.  "Ah-ha..."
 61.  Sonny's partner
 62.  City hail?
 64.  Carry-___ (airline  
  suitcases)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 7-13, 2013

By Bill Deasy

Busy One
Across

 1. Best, Ferber and Millay
 6.  Nicholas or Peter
 10.  "Beyond the ___" (Bobby  
  Darin hit)
 13.  ___ hint (clue in)
 14.  Concern for some sleepers
 16.  "Fuzzy Wuzzy ___ a bear"
 17.  Drone
 19.  Amazing sight?
 20. Quiet as ___
 21.  Pretty sure thing
 23.  Witnesses
 25.  "Immediately" in the OR
 26.  Govt. health org.
 29.  Society's worst
 32.  "LOL!"
 34.  "The Cowardly Lion"
 36.  Junior of the NFL
 37.  Supports a scheme
 39.  Away from the bluster
 40.  Hush-hush W.W. II grp.
 41.  50-and-over org.
 42.  Flag bearers
 44.  Dress ___ (resemble)
 46.  Neck in the woods
 47.  "...or ___ just me?"
 48.  Bit of dogma
 50.  President pro ___  
  (Senate bigwig)
 51.  Yorick's skull, e.g.
 53.  "Everything will ___"  
  ("Don't worry")
 55.  High ——
 58.  Leaning letters
 62.  British runner Sebastian
 63.  Hives
 65.  Tennis ball's path
 66.  Midsize
 67.  "Drove my Chevy to 
  the ___"

 68.  Hint for clues 117A, 63A,  
  10D, and 28D
 69.  Big name on 5th Avenue
 70.  Lip-curling look

Down
 1. Scandinavian myth
 2. Rhythm keeper
 3.  ___ contendre
 4.  Perfect
 5.  Acted bratty
 6.  Inventor's initials
 7.  Some resorts
 8.  "My Way" cosongwriter
 9.  Snorkeling areas
 10.  Honey
 11.  Certain bridge seat
 12.  Viper of the Nile
 15.  "The Queen of Soul,"  
  familiarly
 18.  They might cause pressure
 22.  Words for a black sheep
 24.  Show the door
 26.  Cherrystone

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GORGEOUS GEORGES
F R E S H D O T R A G E S
L U C I A R H O O V E R T
A S H E N A I M L E O N A
G E O R G E G O B E L R I B

R U M S T O O G E S
B I G A P P L E A N N E
A T E S T O P S S O B E R
S C O T Y I E L D S U R E
S H R U B N E A R S S I D

G N U S S W A T C H E S
S M E A R E D P U L
O A R G E O R G E B U R N S
I N A N E D O E B E A U T
L I F E R G A M L I N D A
S A T E S E M S E N T E R

PRODUCTIONS

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 
original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” which tells the story 
of a lovable rogue on a mission 
to fi nd his runaway parrot; and 
“Dotty Dot!”, a day in the life 
of a very bossy 12-year-old and 
her friends as they try to put 
on a play.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturdays: June 8, June 22, 
July 6, 11 am; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” Saturdays: June 8, 
June 22, July 6, 2 pm; and 
“Dotty Dot!” Saturday: June 
29, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 
$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Coast of Mars” — Brooklyn-
based theater company Group 
Theory will present scenes 
from its work-in-progress, 
which looks at mankind’s near 
future and recent past on the 
Red Planet. 
When: Saturday, June 8, 3 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10, $5/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

“Secret Weapons of Fat 
Destruction” — Thalia 
Spanish Theatre presents the 
bilingual world premiere of 
a comedy by controversial 
Spanish playwright Inigo 
Ramirez de Haro. Witness the 
complications of the fl esh as an 
unconventional writer/director 
involves his audience in 
creating a new kind of theater 
entertainment. 
When: Fridays at 8 pm and 

Saturdays at 3 pm, performed 
in English; and Saturdays at 
8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm, 
performed in Spanish, through 
Sunday, June 23
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $25, $22/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

The 2013 Unchained Theatre 
Festival — Variations Theatre 
Group presents the third 
annual festival of new works. 
During the three-week event, 
each show will receive four 
showings. Audiences and 
judges will select fi nalists to 
receive a fi fth show to compete 
for awards. 
When: Through June 22
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $15, $18/fi nalist 
performance
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com for 
festival schedule

“Seussical Jr.” — P.S. 31 
the Bayside School presents 
its production of the recent 

Broadway musical “Seussical Jr.” 
When: Wednesday, June 12 and 
Thursday, June 13, 7 pm
Where: P.S. 31 Theatre, 211-45 
46th Road, Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718)423-8288

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

HAPPY 
FATHER’S 

DAY

HAPPY 
FATHER’S DAY

HAPPY 
FATHER’S DAY

HAPPY 
FATHER’S DAY

HAPPY 
FATHER’S DAY APPY 

THTHERER’SS
DAY

HHAAPPPPYY
FFAATT

HH
FFAATTHH

HHAAPPPPYY
SS DDAAYY

 

YY

Give Dad a Gift 
He Can Sink His Teeth Into

71-28 Cooper Avenue | Glendale, New York 11385  
718–821–8401 | www.edisonplaceny.com

Sunday, June 16th

Early Bird Special

Three Course Dinner $19.95
Craft Beer Night Every Tuesday

Craft Pints $3
20 Beers on Tap… the best craft selection around!

Gift cards 

available!

Father’s DayFather’s Day at Edison Place
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people ever need a second 
lesson.” 

And you don’t have to 
have prior musical train-
ing. But it helps.

The Saw Lady says 
she finds classical music 

the most challenging to 
play and her favorite tra-
ditional composers are 
Bach, Mozart and Brahms. 
Along with performing pop 
and show tunes, she works 
with a lot of composers and 
singer-songwriters. “I don’t 
compose, but I interpret 

other people’s music,” she 
said.  

Paruz’s fascination 
with musical saws grew 
over the years as she honed 
her special talent and 
turned it into a passion 
that truly defines her. She 
has shared her gift with 
thousands. That’s why she 
still chooses to perform in 
the subway. It’s not only be-
cause of the great acoustics, 
but especially because her 
audience is always close by 
and easy to connect with.

Her favorite stations 
to play are: Union Square, 
Herald Square and 59th 
Street at Lexington Avenue. 
She usually performs three 
days a week.

“It’s so nice to see at 
the Saw Festival how this 
art form transcends ages 
and cultural barriers,” 
Paruz said. “It’s really an 
art form for everyone.”

Paruz has an upcom-
ing performance June 22 at 
Parrish Art Museum in the 
Hamptons, L.I. For more 
information on the festival 
and Paruz, check out www.
musicalsawfestival.org.

Continued from Page 45

Festival organizer Natalia Paruz watches the show.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

HAPPY HOURS
from 

from 

beginning 
RHYTHM & BREWS

from 
LADIES NIGHT

beginning  
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

CELEBRATE THIS FATHER’S DAY 
WITH A CLAM-BAKE ON MANHASSET BAY

five or six years to catch the 
screenings. He enjoys the 
opportunity to view GLBT 
films in what he calls a 
comfortable and friendly 
environment. “It’s cozy 
here and very pleasant,” 
Deronde said. “I’ve come 
with friends and have met 
other people here. It’s nice 
here in the park.”

Queens resident 
Luis Padilla, who is 
originally from Peru, 
said he has been at-
tending screenings 
for the last two years. 
He first discov-
ered the film series 
through one of the 
city’s gay guides and 
makes a point of at-
tending shows.

“Here, people 
share different opin-
ions about gay life,” 
Padilla said. 

Canonge plans 
to share Cinemarosa 
with the GLBT com-
munities in South 

America this summer as he 
takes the screenings to Ar-
gentina, Bolivia and Peru. 
The road trip coincidences 
with the museum’s closure 
this summer to complete its 
renovation project. 

But when the new 
Queens Museum opens in 
October, Canonge expects to 
be there on Oct. 20 to kick off 
Cinemarosa’s 10th year. 

“We have made it a 

point of being here in pub-
lic. We are not hiding,” 
Canonge said. “Nine years 
we have been building a 
queer community here in 
the borough, the city, the 
world. We have a loyal au-
dience that makes a point 
of coming here every third 
Sunday of the month. It’s 
kind of like a religion.”

Contact news editor 
Kevin Zimmerman at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4541.

Continued from Page 46

GLBT fi lm series

Cinemarosa founder Hector Canonge speaks with audience members pri-
or to the screening at the May 26 showing at the Queens Museum of Art. 

Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 7

-13
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
50

KIDS & FAMILY

Hands-on History: Work and 
Play — Help out at King Manor 
with chores just like children did 
200 years ago then play games 
and have some fun after the 
work is done. 
When: Saturday, June 8, Noon 
to 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 150-
03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

LIC Bike Parade — Prior to the 
start of the sixth annual parade, 
repair your bicycles, get fi tted for 
a helmet and attend workshops. 
New this year, compete for 
prizes in the Kinetic Sculpture 
Challenge for moveable, human-
powered sculpture/vehicles. End 
the day with a celebration at 

Queensbridge Park. 
When: Saturday, June 8, 11 am to 
5 pm, parade begins at 3 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Storybook Discovery Days 
— Act out fun books like 
“Sometimes I Like to Curl Up in 
a Ball” by Vicki Churchill and 
“You Are a Lion! And Other Fun 
Yoga Poses” by Taeeun You at 
this monthly reading series for 
children 6 and under. 
When: Saturday, June 15, 11 am 
to Noon
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $2/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

West African Drum and Dance 
Circle — Jamaica Drum Jam will 
give basic instructions to play in 
this all ages drum circle. Bring 
your own drum or borrow one 
from Jamaica Drum Jam. 
When: Saturday, June 15, 2 pm 
to 3 pm
Where: Queens Library Central 
Branch, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 608-6805
Website: www.jamaicadrumjam.
org

Design Zone Exhibit — Create 
a video game, practice your DJ 
skills or build a roller coaster 
while exploring how each uses 
math and science. 
When: Daily 10 am to 6 pm, 
through Sept. 1
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St. at Avenue 
of Science, Corona
Cost: Free with NYSCI regular 
admission, $11/adults, $8/
children, students with ID and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Animated Music Videos Family 
Workshop — In this 90-minute 
workshop, children, ages 8 
and up, will visit the Museum 
of the Moving Image’s exhibit, 

“Spectacle: The Music Video” 
with a museum educator, then 
work together to create their 
own animated video.
When: Saturday, June 15, 1 pm 
and 3 pm; and Sunday, June 16, 1 
pm and 3 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: $10 materials fee, $5 for 
museum members
Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website:  www.movingimage.us

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 

in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact; (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #77 Hard #77

W
eek 33

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports
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Queens of Angels Art Fair 
VI — A one-day art show and 
sale exhibiting the works of 
34 artists. The event includes 
a free raffl e, free artists pins 
while they last and a $5 lunch 
from the hottest eateries in 
Sunnyside. 
When: Sunday, June 9, 1 pm to 
5 pm
Where: Queens of Angels 
Parish Hall, 44-04 Skillman Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: Free
Website: www.
sunnysideartists.org

New York State Museum 
Week at Queens Botanical 
Garden — Mention “Museum 
Week” at the gate and receive 
50 percent of the admission 
price this week. 
When: Tuesday, June 11 - 
Sunday, June 16, from 8 am to 
6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $2/adults, $1.50/seniors, 
$1/students and children
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Big Apple Circus Legendarium 
— Enter the Big Top circus from 
an era in the Big Apple Circus’ 
new show, Legendarium. View 
acrobats, jugglers, animal acts 
and more all within 50 feet of 
the ring.
When: Wednesday to Friday, 11 
am and 6:30 pm; Saturday and 
Sunday, 12:30 pm and 4:30 pm; 
through June 16.
Where: Cunningham Park, 
Fresh Meadows
Cost: $20 to $60
Contact: (800) 922-3772
Website: www.bigapplecircus.
org

Summer Solstice Celebration 
— Celebrate the longest day of 
the year with family art-making 
workshops, yoga at sunset, 
masked Mexican wrestling and a 
community drum circle. 
When: Friday, June 21, 5 pm to 
Dusk
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

Solstice Paddle — Free 
kayaking and canoeing 
in Hallets Cove, tide and 
weathering permitting. People 

of all ages are welcome to 
participate, children under 18 
years old must have a parent or 
guardian present. 
When: Friday, June 21, 5 pm to 
9 pm
Where: LIC Community 
Boathouse, Vernon Boulevard and 
31st Avenue, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 228-9214
Website: www.licboathouse.org

Book Extravaganza Fund-
raiser — The Greater Astoria 
Historical Society hosts a book 
sale with more than 1,000 new 
and used books for sale. For $10 
fi ll one of the society’s special 
bags with as many books of 
your choice. Baked goods and 
beverages will also be available 
for purchase. 
When: Saturday, June 29, 10 am 
to 4 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, Quinn 
Building, 35-20 Broadway, 4th 
fl oor, Astoria
Cost: Free admission
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

FILM

See it Big! — The Museum of 
the Moving Image presents 

a series celebrating the joys 
of large-scale movie going. 
It’s a chance to discover or 
revisit essential fi lms in their 
full theatrical splendor. The 
next presentation is Akira 
Kurosawa’s 1985 fi lm “Ran.” 
Actor Tastuya Nakadai will be at 
the screening.
When: Saturday, June 15, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, tickets on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Play This Movie Loud! — 
Taking its name from the title 
card of “The Last Waltz,” Martin 
Scorsese’s 1978 concert fi lm 
of The Band, this Museum of 
the Moving Image series offers 
musicians in concert fi lms, 
documentaries and narrative 
movies. This week’s fi lms 
include Radiohead in “Meeting 
People is Easy,” Fugazi in 
“Instrument,” Talking Heads 
in “Stop Making Sense,” David 
Byrne in “True Stories” and 
Björk in “Dancer in the Dark.”
When: “Meeting People is 
Easy,” Saturday, June 8, 5 pm; 
“True Stories,” Saturday, June 
8, 7 pm; and “Dancer in the 
Dark,” Sunday, June 9, 2 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 

Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, tickets on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

DANCE

Take Root with Glitter Kitty 
Productions and Trio Dance 
Collective — In “The Devil’s 
Ballet” dance, music and 
puppetry bring to life a tale 
inspired by Estonian folklore of 
an innkeeper, his wife and their 
cat. “Rooms” centers around an 
event that calls a family back to 
their childhood home. 
When: Saturday, June 8, 8:30 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 

Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Thalia Free Outdoors Festival 
— Thalia Spanish Theatre 
presents two free concerts of 
Spanish and Latin American 
music and dance. Singers 
perform arias and duets from 
the most famous Spanish 
operettas. Bring lawn chairs 
and blankets to this family-
friendly event. 
When: Sunday, June 9, 1 pm to 
2 pm
Where: Thomson Hill Park/
Noonan Playground, Greenpoint 
Avenue between 42nd and 43rd 
streets, Sunnyside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES
BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357
718-747-1414
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On a recent Thursday in 
Flushing, a group of people includ-
ing two neighborhood politicians 
and a man dressed as a human-
sized pork bun were learning the 
art of secret yoga.

“I dropped a pen. I’m not 
really doing yoga,” instructor 
Michelle Cavanagh said, as she 
touched her toe while demonstrat-
ing a series of desk-appropriate 
stretches.  

Cavanagh is one of the many 
instructors culled from the five 
boroughs who will teach at a new 
yoga outfit in Flushing called 
Yumcha Studios which, oddly 
enough, also doubles as home 
base for an internationally ac-
claimed comic book series.

The spousal team of Yen Yen 
Woo and Colin Goh are the cre-
ative minds behind “Dim Sum 
Warriors,” a bilingual comic se-
ries chronicling the exploits of ex-
pert martial artists who happen 
to be anthropomorphic versions 
of Cantonese food.

That explained why the hu-
man-sized pork bun, a mascot for 
the series, was hanging out in the 
building.

But why was it doing yoga?
The answer, according to 

Goy and Woo, is the entrepre-
neurial spirit of Flushing.

A few months ago, the duo 

was looking for new space and 
happened upon the second-floor 
of 33-59 Farrington St.

It was a little too large, but 
they liked it enough to try and fill 
the space with something else. 
Woo often had to travel outside 
the neighborhood to attend yoga 
classes, away from their 4-year-
old daughter. So they did some 
research.

“Every time we saw someone 
carrying a yoga mat, we’d ask, 
‘Where do you go?’” Goh said. 
“The answer was always Astoria 

or Bayside.”
So they took the space. A 

room off to one side is full of 
computers, stacks of comics and 
posters depicting karate-kicking 
dumplings. The other is a simple, 
sunny room with pristine hard-
wood floors and a wall of mir-
rors.

Yumcha offers all manner of 
yoga styles for anyone looking to 
relieve stress, improve flexibility 
or lose weight. A schedule and 
pricing can be found at yumchay-
oga.com.

If the leap from comic book 
raconteurs to studio honchos 
seems like a stretch, it is not the 
first time they couple has rein-
vented themselves.

Originally from Singapore, 
Goh and Woo moved to New York 
in 1998 to pursue graduate school 
at Columbia University.

Woo is a teacher while Goh 
has left his career as a lawyer, 
a topic that actually makes him 
cringe when recalling the court-
room.

By the time they moved to 

Flushing in 2007, they had already 
written, directed and produced a 
successful feature film and were 
planning on resting for awhile.

But the neighborhood in-
spired them.

“To us, Flushing is a place 
of possibilities, reinvention, roll-
ing up your sleeves and getting 
things done,” Goh said. “It’s not a 
town for wimps.”

Caught up by the culture, 
food and the gritty determina-
tion of many entrepreneurs in 
the neighborhood, they decided to 
launch their comic series, which 
has been favorably reviewed by 
publications all over the globe.

The Dim Sum Warriors’ next 
adventure was already being 
hatched in Woo and Goh’s heads 
as the yoga studio held its grand 
opening earlier this month.

As people milled around, 
munching on actual dim sum, a 
woman slowly walked in the door, 
looking confused.

She had already heard about 
a new studio in the neighborhood 
and, after eyeing drawings of 
dumplings doing yoga hung on 
the walls, wanted to know when 
she could sign up.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Flushing biz exemplifies entrepreneurship
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at Fort Totten. If the money is not re-
stored into the budget, the Parks De-
partment would be forced to close the 
Bayside pool along with Wagner Pool 
in Manhattan, Howard Pool in Brook-
lyn and Faber Pool in Staten Island.

Pool season will also be short-
ened by two weeks for all city facili-
ties, Parks said, if the money is not 
there.

“Our decision was based on sev-
eral factors, including attendance fig-
ures, proximity to other pools, access 
to public transit and the location of 
the pools relative to residential com-
munities,” a Parks spokesman said.

The same pools were put on the 
chopping block last year, but the 
Council ultimately restored funding 
after negotiating with the mayor’s of-
fice.

So despite the latest chapter in 
the saga, Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) said she was 
still confident in the government’s 
ability to find the money and keep 
the pools open this year. She said the 
Council had gone through this pro-
cess before and would work to make 
sure the pools were not shuttered.

“As we have done for the last 
three years, the New York City Coun-

cil fully expects to find the funds nec-
essary to ensure that all of New York 
City’s families are able to enjoy a full 
season at all of the city’s pools again 
this year,” she said.

State Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) said northeast 
Queens was being used as a pawn in 
the Parks Department’s own strategy 
as it sifts through the budget proposal 
process.

“As the only free pool in north-
east Queens, the Fort Totten pool is a 
tremendous resource to our commu-
nity, and as such the Parks Depart-
ment should not annually propose 
its closure as a budget negotiating 
tactic,” Braunstein said. “Closing the 
pool would be an insult to the taxpay-
ers of northeast Queens.”

Warren Schreiber, president of 
the Bay Terrace Community Alli-

ance, said he and his neighbors relied 
on the pool in the summer months as 
a means of keeping cool without the 
costs of joining a private club.

“Closure of the Fort Totten pool, 
the only free public pool in northeast 
Queens, would prevent children, 
senior citizens, families and others 
from escaping summer’s heat in what 
has become a valuable community fa-
cility,” Schreiber said. “The only oth-
er option would be a private pool that 
can cost up to $2,000 for the season.”

Pool season begins June 27 and 
typically runs through Labor Day, 
Parks said.

The Bloomberg administration 
will continue to negotiate with the 
Parks Department and Council to 
see if funding can be secured, Parks 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Fort Totten

The Fort Totten pool is one of four throughout the city in danger of closing if the City 
Council cannot find the money to keep them open.

Smokin’ Aces to become 
known as the go-to sports 
bar of northeast Queens 
with a robust offering of 
different beers and appeal-
ing Southern barbecue. 
Their debut menu featured 
classic sports bar items 
like macaroni and cheese, 
ribs, burgers, beef brisket 
and corn bread.

Strawberry’s was the 
spot’s last tenant, opened 
by New York Mets great 
Darryl Strawberry two 
years ago. Aware of the fact 
that other restaurants have 
risen and fallen at that lo-
cation in the past, the two 
said their familiarity and 
love for the surrounding 
community will ultimately 
be the key to their success.

“We understand this 
community and what the 
people here want,” Giacco-
ne said. “This is a place 
where they can come and 
feel comfortable.”

During their time 
working at the restaurant 

back when it was Strawber-
ry’s, they said they would 
often get requests from pa-
trons for particular menu 
items or drink combina-
tions that were unavail-
able. They took those re-
quests to heart and infused 
them with their own menu 
at Smokin’ Aces.

Giaccone designed the 
bistro’s drink menu him-
self with the theme of play-
ing cards like Royal Flush 
to match Aces’ message.

“What you put into it is 
what you get out of it,” Toli-
sano said.

Smokin’ Aces’ kitchen 
is open from 4 p.m. to mid-
night Monday through 
Thursday, 3 p.m. to mid-
night Friday, noon to 1 a.m. 
Saturday and noon to 11 
p.m. Sunday. The bar will 
remain open later into the 
night.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 2

Smoking Aces
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BY ELIO VELEZ
 
A wild set of events 

helped Construction, in 
Woodhaven, realize its 
dream of winning the pro-
gram’s first PSAL Class A 
softball city title.

The No. 2-seeded Red 
Hawks, three outs away 
from losing, scored 
three times off 
Tottenville’s ace 
Cheryl Lopez with 
help from a contro-
versial call at the plate to 
rally from a two-run deficit 
in the top of the seventh in-
ning.

Construction pitcher 
Britney Rodriguez then ran 
into trouble in the bottom 
of the frame, but proceeded 
to shut the door with two 
runners on to secure the 
crown with a thrilling 3-2 
victory over two-time de-
fending champion and top-
seeded Tottenville at St. 
John’s University Sunday 
afternoon. The Red Hawks 
became the first Queens 
team to win since Francis 

Lewis in 2002.
“It feels really amaz-

ing to actually beat the top 
team out there,” Rodriguez 
said. “It feels amazing for 
us and the team.”

The rally started with 
a single by Rodriguez. 
Kailan Luciano was then 
walked and Amy Pirozek 
delivered a single to bring 

home Rodriguez 
to make it 2-1. 
An outfield er-
ror on the play 
allowed Luciano 

to go to third.
Then things got dicey.
Luciano was between 

third base and home when 
Nicole Ovelheira missed a 
sign at the plate for a bunt 
attempt with one out. Lu-
ciano chose to make a dash 
for the plate and Pirates 
catcher Nylah Ramirez ran 
Luciano up the line and 
threw to third. Luciano 
then broke for home.

Third baseman Ste-
fanie Abolt threw back to 
Lopez, who was standing in 
front of the plate. Luciano 
slid hard and knocked the 

ball out of Lopez’s glove to 
tie the score at 2-2 for Con-
struction (24-1).

“That was my idea,” 
Luciano said. “I was just go-
ing to barrel in. There was 
no other option.”

Lopez protested that 
Luciano used her shoul-
der to knock the ball free. 
That would have led to a 
call of interference and the 
runner being out at home. 
Instead, the home plate 
umpire ruled it was a legal 
play because Luciano made 
incidental contact with Lo-
pez at home plate because 
she and the ball arrived at 
the same time.

“I saw she dropped the 
ball,” Luciano said. “I start-
ed tearing up and I couldn’t 
believe it.”

Construction, which 
had just one hit through six 
innings, took advantage of 
a second error in the frame 
with two outs. Linda McK-
ernan reached safely as 
Tribuzio bobbled a ground 
ball that allowed Pirozek 
to score the go-ahead run. 
Abolt moved from first to 

third when starting third 
baseman Gabrielle Chiu-
sano left early with a hand 
injury.

Trying to protect the 
lead, Rodriguez surren-
dered a single and hit a bat-
ter to put two runners on 
with one out in the bottom 
of the seventh. She buckled 
down to strike out Tribuzio 
and got Lopez to ground out 
to third base to begin the 
wild celebration.

“It shows a lot,” Ro-
driguez said. “It shows we 
are one of the best teams in 
New York. We worked hard 
from the beginning to the 
end.”

It was the second time 
this season Construction, 
which won the Class B title 
four years ago, rallied to 
beat the Pirates (23-2). Lu-
ciano hit a two-run walk-off 
homer in the Red Hawks’ 
6-5 win April 19 to end Tot-
tenville’s 117-game regular 
season winning streak. To 
do it again in the title game 
was even better.

“This is unbelievable. 

Red Hawks rally for victory
Construction upsets Tottenville in PSAL Class ‘A’ championship

RFK tops QHST 
to win ‘B’ crown

BY ELIO VELEZ
 
Robert F. Kennedy 

shortstop Julia Toth is a 
dreamer. The senior re-
calls sitting next to softball 
Coach Jed Herman in the 
stands last June watching 
Lab Museum capture the 
PSAL Class B title at St. 
John’s University.

Toth had a good feeling 
her Panthers could be cel-
ebrating a city title and the 
dream would come true for 
No. 7-seeded Robert F. Ken-
nedy. The Panthers held off 
a late rally by Queens High 
School of Teaching for a 
16-14 victory Sunday after-
noon at St. John’s Univer-
sity to capture the school’s 
first title.

“I’ve been playing 
softball all my life and this 
is something I’ve always 
wanted,” Toth said. “I said 
this was going to be us next 
year. I wanted it so badly 
and we worked so hard for 
it.”

RFK, in Flushing, 
(19-2) leaned on the senior 
production of Toth, who re-
corded four hits and drove 
in four runs on the day. 
Toth drove in a run in the 
bottom of the sixth to give 

RFK a 15-10 lead and that 
vital insurance run paid off 
for the Panthers.

Senior pitcher Gabri-
ela Cordero got the win by 
holding off the Tigers from 
completing an almost mi-
raculous comeback.

QHST, in Bellerose, 
(14-6), which stepped down 
from the A division last 
season, scored seven runs 
in the sixth and pulled 
to 16-14 on a run scoring 
single by starting pitcher 
Elizabeth Byrnes. RFK 
then rightly got Kameisha 
Vanzant to ground out to 
third base with the tying 
runs on first and second to 
end the game.

Winning the cham-
pionship has been a work 
in progress for RFK and 
Herman. He has found the 
athletes in a school of just 
700 students and boosted a 
team that posted a 3-10 re-
cord in 2011 to a champion-
ship squad.

RFK has improved by 
arguably playing one of 
the most competitive divi-
sions in the city. RFK won 
the Queens II Division title 
against the No. 12 seed Ti-
gers, top seed Robert H. 

Queens High School of Teaching’s Elizabeth Byrnes (r.) tries to tag 
out Robert F. Kennedy’s Julia Toth. Photo by Christina Santucci

Members of the Construction softball team of Ozone Park leap for joy after they captured victory in the PSAL class A championship 
against Staten Island’s Tottenville. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 57
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Benjamin Carodozo’s 

girls’ track Coaches Gail 
Emmanuel and Ray James 
mock up scores for every 
championship meet prior 
to it happening as a way 
to figure out the best plan 
to navigate their team to a 
title.

In a rare occurrence, 
the two couldn’t find a way 
for it to happen at this sea-
son’s PSAL Outdoor Cham-
pionships at Icahn Stadium 
Sunday.

“We knew there was a 
chance of coming in a close 
second,” Emmanuel said.

The Judges’ margin 
for error earning points got 
even smaller with South 
Carolina-bound Deajah Ste-
vens out with a knee injury 
and Georgetown-commit-
ted Sabrina Southerland 

feeling sick .
It all added up to the 

Bayside school’s five-year 

reign coming to end.
“It’s sad,” Southerland 

said. “It’s kind of disap-

pointing.”
Rival Medgar Evers 

won the meet with 115 

points, DeWitt Clinton was 
second with 58 and Car-
dozo third with 53. It’s the 
first time since 2007 that 
the Judges didn’t win both 
the indoor and outdoor 
crowns.

“I’m pretty satisfied,” 
said Emmanuel, knowing 
her team did the best with 
what it had.

Akalya Anderson won 
the 100-meter hurdles with 
a time of 14.49 and placed 
third in the 400 hurdles in 
1:05.19. Southerland took 
home the 800 crown with a 
mark of 2:07.76 and saw Sha-
niqua Kirkpatrick place 
third in 2:20.71, but walked 
away from the starting line 
immediately after the gun 
of the 1,500.

“I was telling my 
coach, ‘Yeah, I can do it’ 
and I got over there and I 
felt like I was going to die,” 
Southerland said.

Junior Denise Branch 
stepped up and took home 
1,500 gold with a time of 
4:51.43, retaking the lead 
from Health Professions’ 
Fabiola Oubida in the final 
50 meters. She was also a 
part of Cardozo’s winning 
4x800 relay along with 
Southerland, Kirkpatrick 
and Jane Chan. Branch 
knew she had to step up 
when she saw Southerland 
pull out.

“I was upset that she 
wasn’t able to run,” she 
said. “But I have to learn 
to run fast when I’m by my-
self, too.”

It wasn’t the way 
Southerland wanted to end 
her final PSAL meet, but 
she was proud of the way 
her team competed.

“We didn’t have much 
today,” Southerland said. 
“We did the best we could.”

What Construction, 
in Woodhaven, did by win-
ning its first PSAL Class A 
softball title is remarkable 
without even including the 
wild seventh inning rally 
that made it possible.

Just four years ago the 
Red Hawks and Coach Marc 
Migliaccio were enjoying 
taking home the league’s ‘B’ 
title. On Sunday they were 
taking down top-seeded 
Tottenville, one of the city’s 
best high school sports dy-
nasties 3-2 at St. John’s Uni-
versity to win the crown at 
the highest level.

The new kids on the 
block beat the old-guard 
juggernaut Pirates, who 
were looking for their ninth 
title in the last 10 years, for 
the second time this sea-
son. Construction rallied 

for a 6-5 victory to snap the 
Staten Island school’s 117-
game regular season win-
ning streak back in May. 
The Red Hawks are the 
only team to beat Totten-
ville twice in a season in at 
least the last seven years.

Add in that Construc-
tion is the first Queens 
team to take home the cov-
eted PSAL banner since 
Francis Lewis in 2002 and 
you have a special title.

“We proved we could do 
it,” ace Britney Rodriguez 
said. “It wasn’t a fluke.”

Some of the former 
players like pitcher Sheila 
San Andres, who put the 
program on the map ini-
tially, being there to see the 
victory made it even more 
special for Migliaccio, who 
always thought this was his 
best shot.

“Having Sheila here 
who won it the first time, it 
was sweet,” he said. “Win-
ning it in the ‘B’ was an ac-
complishment, but this in 
the ‘A’ is unbelievable.”

The title didn’t come 

without a bit of controver-
sy, though.

Red Hawks catcher 
Kailan Luciano slid hard 
into Tottenville pitcher 
Cheryl Lopez near the plate. 
She knocked the ball free 
from her glove to score the 
tying run during a three-
run top of the seventh.

The Pirates weren’t 
happy the umpires ruled it 
a legal play because Lucia-
no didn’t have time or room 
to slide properly, but it will 
stay that way.

The play reveals more 
about Luciano’s mindset 
than anything else. She felt 
she had to do what she did. 

It was going to be the differ-
ence between winning and 
losing and to beat a dynasty 
like Tottenville you have to 
take a risk.

“That was my idea,” 
Luciano said. “I was just go-
ing to barrel in. There was 
no other option.”

Luciano has been a 

major player in Construc-
tion’s rise, including a two-
run walk-off blast in the 
regular season win. She, 
though, has not been the 
face of the run. That dis-
tinction belongs to Rodri-
guez, who scattered seven 
hits, walked just one and 
struck out five.

A player of her caliber, 
especially as a dominant 
pitcher, immediately adds 
legitimacy to the program. 
The flame-throwing junior 
lefty can quell even the 
most dangerous of lineups 
and her bat got the seventh 
inning rally started with a 
base hit.

This win by no means 
indicates Construction 
will unseat Tottenville as 
the next PSAL softball dy-
nasty. While beaten on this 
day, the Pirates show no 
signs of slowing down after 
12 straight appearances in 
the final.

Construction has a 
long way to go to get to that 
point, but in 2013 no one 
was better.
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Construction scripts storybook fi nish to underdog tale
Joseph 

Staszewski

Block Shots

Construction players and staff celebrate their victory as the PSAL class A champs. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Dozo’s fi ve-year reign as track champs ends 
Judges place third behind rival Medgar Evers and DeWitt Clinton at outdoor meet without Stevens

Cardozo’s Akalya Anderson (r.) leaps over a hurdle. Photo by Joseph Staszewski



TL

57

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Brandon Gooden 

raised his hands into the 
air and then brought them 
to his face after looking up 
at the scoreboard.

The John Bowne se-
nior sprinter was overcome 
with emotion after winning 
his first city title. He took 
home gold in the 100-meter 
dash with a personal-best 
time of 10.67 at the PSAL 
Outdoor track champion-
ship at Icahn Stadium Sun-
day afternoon. He narrowly 
edged DeWitt Clinton’s 
Ernest Agyeman, who was 
second with 10.79.

“It means a whole lot,” 
Gooden said. “I always 
wanted to win a city cham-
pionship and this is my se-
nior year.”

He said he’s modified 
his training recently and 

that made the difference in 
his dropping nearly three-
tenths of a second off his 
time. Gooden got away from 
doing just short sprint work 
to adding middle distance 
sprints with his Spring-
field Rough Cuts club team. 
It improved his stamina, 
evident by his strong surge 
to the finish over the final 
50 meters.

“When I would hit the 
60-meter mark, I’d slow 
down,” Gooden said. “But 
I had that extra push [to-
day].”

Forest Hills shot 

putter wins elusive city 

title: Oghenakpob Efekoro 
finally brought home PSAL 
gold.

He continued his 
strong outdoor season by 
winning the shot put with 
a toss of 52 feet 1.5 inches 
for his first city champion-

ship after placing second 
indoors. He narrowly beat 
Thomas Jefferson’s Lesely 
Clervil (52 feet).

“I finally got my city 
championship,” Efekoro 
said.

The win came three 
weeks after the junior 
broke the school record 
held by Keino Cowell with 
a mark of 56 feet at the 
Queens championship May 
13. He said he was pumped 
up that day and felt like he 
had something to prove. 
That feeling will continue 
into the state championship 
meet starting this Friday 
in Middletown. He placed 
16th earlier this year com-
peting in his first indoor 
state meet.

“It doesn’t stop,” Efeko-
ro said. “We have states 
next week. You just have to 
keep throwing.”

Notes: Forest Hill’s 
Felipe Yanez picked a win 
in the 800 as he held off 
Thomas Jefferson’s Sidgie 
Green with a time of 1:55.86 
and place third in the 1600 
in 4:33.10.

Ji Won Kang and So-
phia Mahin, of Townsend 
Harris in Flushing, placed 
one and two in the 1500 race 
walk.

Erena Gaither, of John 
Bowne in Flushing, was 
third in the 2000 steeple-
chase in 7:53.05.

Goddard and playoff-bound 
Scholars Academy this sea-
son.

“It’s a maturation 
of young girls who work 
hard every day and care 
about what they do,” said 

the fifth-year coach. “It’s 
about them. It’s nothing to 
do with me. They have the 
will to win.”

Cordero had recovered 
from an ACL injury in her 
freshman year to become 
the team’s top pitcher. 
When the pressure was 
building from the attempt-
ed comeback by QHST she 

remained calm and kept 
her faith.

“I had a feeling like ev-
erything is ours,” Cordero 
said. “It was the perfect mo-
ment, you know, when you 
have your family to back 
you up and you know every-
thing is OK.”
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Easy #77 Hard #77

John Bowne’s Brandon Gooden (r.) is congratulated after the end 
of the 100-meter dash. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Bowne’s Gooden wins 
fi rst gold in 100 meters

Continued from Page 55

RFK

ICW Tag Team Champion Danny Demanto (in ring) picked on a fan (l., standing) throughout the card. 
Photo by Joseph Gargiulo

ICW Heavyweight Champion 
Tommy Dreamer is known as 
the “Innovator of Violence.” 

Photo by Joseph Gargiulo

BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Independent promotion Impact Championship Wres-
tling held its Back on the Boulevard card at the Brooklyn-
Queensborough Elks Lodge in Elmhurst last Friday.

In the main event, former Extreme Championship 
Wrestling and World Wrestling Entertainment competitor 
Tommy Dreamer retained his ICW Heavyweight Champi-
onship against ICW Tag Team Champion Danny Deman-
to.

Earlier in the show, it was announced that ICW’s 
Smith James had signed a contract to wrestle for WWE, 
the biggest pro wrestling promotion in the world.

The full results of the card are as follows:

1. Grim Reefer (d) Ricky Reyes in a One-fall Match by 
pinfall in 11:21.

2. KC Blade (d) Justin Toxic in a One-fall Match by 
pinfall in 10:48.

3. Azrieal and Bandido Jr. (d) Matt Taven and VSK in 
a One-fall, 4-man Tag Team Match by pinfall in 11:47.

4. Dan Maff (d) Smith James in a One-fall Match by 
pinfall in 12:23.

5. Anthony Gangone and Brian XL (d) Tru Talent 
(Alex Reyes and Marq Quinn) in a One-fall, 4-man Tag 
Team Match by pinfall in 13:18.

6. Little Guido Maritato (d) ICW Hip-swivel Towel 
Champion Maximus Sex Power in a One-fall, Title Match 
by pinfall, to become the new champion, in 6:24.

7. Dimitrios Papadon (d) Homicide in a One-fall Match 
by pinfall in 17:55.

8. Alicia (d) Rick Cataldo in a One-fall Match by pin-
fall in 3:06.

9. ICW Heavyweight Champion Tommy Dreamer (d) 
ICW Tag Team Champion Danny Demanto in a One-fall, 
No Holds Barred, Falls Count Anywhere, Title Match by 
pinfall, to retain his title, in 20:42.“BIG GAME” SMITH JAMES 

Photo by Joseph Gargiulo

I’m speechless,” Construc-
tion Coach Marco Migli-
accio said. “All the hard 
work we do and effort goes 
into this and to finish that 

in the top of the seventh. 
Last time we did it, it was 
unbelievable, and then to 
beat them in the bottom of 
the seventh is sweet.”

The game was score-
less going into the bottom of 
the fourth when Rodriguez 
gave up a booming two-run 

homer to shortstop Jillian 
Regan.

 “From some reason I 
felt like even though we’re 
down 2-0 even in the top of 
the seventh,” Luciano said, 
“we knew we could do it.”

Continued from Page 55
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Grapplers fi ght in Qns.
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nothing was stolen.
Other canines were 

not as successful.
Months earlier on 

March 26, a woman re-
turned to her 169th Street 
home at 5 p.m. to find her 
laptop, two packs of ciga-
rettes and her dog missing, 

the DA said.
The suspected thief 

also broke into the Flush-
ing Veterinary Hospital 
in Murray Hill the night 
of May 14 by prying open 
a bathroom window and 
then stealing $400 and an 
iPhone, a complaint stated.

The teen allegedly told 
police he was scared off by 
a pig.

Businesses in Murray 
Hill were not safe either.

The teen allegedly 
broke into and stole cash 
from a law office, a bakery 
and a restaurant two times 
each. At the restaurant, he 
helped himself to a can of 
soda and a total of about 
$440. He took another soda 
when he allegedly broke 
into a different restaurant 
and made off with $125.

He also allegedly stole 
$200 and bottles of alcohol 
from a liquor store.

ROP

because it is linked to cul-
ture and lends itself to oth-
er topics.”

Since his victory, Mah-
ankali has been recognized 

by various elected officials 
and school administrators 
throughout the city, who 
commended him on his per-
severance and success.

“When I met Arvind 
and his family last spring, 
I was struck by his deter-
mination to come in first 

place this year,” said city 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott. “His dream has 
been realized, and clearly 
the third time is the charm 
— I was thrilled to see him 
take home the glory in his 
final year of eligibility.”

Continued from Page 4 
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U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) delivered 
a well-honed speech he has 
used at multiple commence-
ment ceremonies in which 
he characterized the gradu-
ates’ innate ties to technol-
ogy as a distinct advantage 
in the job market when cou-
pled with a quality Queens 
College education.

But another speaker, 
honorary doctorate recipi-
ent Diane Ravitch, a policy 

analyst in the field of edu-
cation, cautioned against 
letting technology rule 
one’s life.

“We are not data 
points, we are not gadgets 
and we will not be pro-
grammed,” she told the 
class of 2013, referring to a 
movement called big data, 
which refers to informa-
tion collected, typically 
unwittingly, from people 
browsing the Internet that 
is often used for advertis-
ing purposes.

Several of the speakers 
discussed the fledging eco-

nomic recovery and less-
than-stellar job prospects 
in various fields, but many 
Queens College grads are 
heading into the real world 
well-prepared.

Sasha Hendricks  grad-
uated with English and 
education degrees and said 
she would try and substi-
tute teach until she gets a 
permanent job.

Maria Tsang  earned 
an bachelor of fine arts and 
said she had been doing an 
internship that would help 
her land on her feet in the 
post-graduate world.

Continued from Page 4 

Queens

ziano, a longtime friend 
who he worked alongside 
over various issues facing 
northeast Queens.

“Whenever there’s a 
zoning issue - no matter 
where it is, whether it’s 
Queens or some other bor-
ough - I call upon Paul and 
he always takes time out to 
look at the plans, give me 
suggestions and also work 
with the civic groups,” 
Avella said. “Irrespective 
of him working with me, 
he’s worked with, I think, 
almost every civic group in 
the borough. They all know 
him, they all like him, they 
all support him.  He will be 
a great council member.”

One day earlier, new 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) publicly 
endorsed Vallone for the 
seat because of his support 
as a friend and community 

leader when Kim ran for 
public office. In his state-
ment, Kim referred to Val-
lone as a “clear choice” for 
the Korean community.

“The Korean commu-
nity is no longer an emerg-
ing voting bloc,” Vallone 
said, “but a proud and for-
tified constituency that 
deserves to be heard and 
represented by a Council 
member who understands 
their needs and whose door 
is always open.”

Saffran held a fund-
raiser over the weekend in 
Douglaston in which for-
mer Sen. Frank Padavan 
offered his endorsement for 
the party-backed Republi-
can.

“Dennis is passionate-
ly committed to preserving 
the quality of life in our city 
and in the neighborhoods of 
northeast Queens and will 
fight for these communities 
in the City Council in the 
same way I did in Albany,” 
Padavan said.

Shafran’s campaign, 
which has been leading all 
candidates in fund-raising, 
has already announced 
support from various la-
bor groups, including 1199 
SEIU United Health Care 
Workers East, the Working 
Families Party and the Ho-
tel Trades Council.

Duane’s campaign also 
announced support from 
the Stonewall Democrats, 
the LGBT advocacy group, 
and the Brooklyn-Queens 
National Organization for 
Women. The former assem-
blyman touted his crucial 
votes in favor of gay rights 
and women’s reproductive 
rights during his last stint 
in public office.

The winner will go on 
to replace Halloran, who 
was arrested in April and 
charged with using bribery 
to try and inject Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) onto 
the GOP line in the upcom-
ing mayoral election.

Continued from Page 5 
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suicide, the NYPD said.
There were no inju-

ries, police said.
Chelsea Jun, who lives 

inside the Bayside home 
where Stewart was appre-
hended, said she was sitting 
alone in her living room 
when the tall man barged 
in with a wound on one of 
his hands and said he need-
ed a place to hide.

“He said someone was 
running after him,” Jun 
said. “He wanted to know 
if there was a way to the at-
tic.”

Jun said the man 
called the police from her 
landline phone, reporting 
a burglary at a made-up ad-

dress to distract them. He 
then started using her bed-
sheets to tie himself a rope 
to escape out the home’s 
second-floor window. When 
the police called back, Jun 
said she spoke to them, 
alerting them to the suspi-
cious activity that brought 
them to the house.

A heavy police pres-
ence was seen on Francis 
Lewis Boulevard Tuesday 
with as many as seven 
NYPD trucks scattered 
along the street and crowds 
of onlookers being told by 
police to stay back.

“It was really good po-
lice work,” a 111th Precinct 
spokesman said. “We are 
happy nobody was hurt.”

Police said Stewart 
was spotted walking down 
an alleyway in Bayside. 
When officers asked him 

to stop for questioning, the 
Long Island man took off, 
the NYPD said.

His arrest followed a 
string of crimes Tuesday, 
which a 111th Precinct 
spokesman said included 
three burglaries and two 
attempted burglaries in 
northeast Queens. Police 
said the fleeing Stewart, a 
Mastic, L.I., resident, was 
drawn to his hometown of 
Bayside after being sought 
in other crimes over the 
weekend in Suffolk County, 
which included car theft 
and assault.

Stewart was also ar-
rested in February and 
charged with petit larceny 
after police said he was 
spotted stealing items, 
including two saws, from 
a Home Depot hardware 
store in Selden, L.I.

Continued from Page 1
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throughout the country in-
cluded Floral Park Memori-
al HS at 384, Baccalaureate 
School for Global Education 
in Astoria at 670, Frank Si-
natra School of the Arts in 
Astoria at 1,146, Academy 
of American Studies in 
Long Island City at 1,223, 

Thomas A. Edison Career 
and Technical Education 
HS in Jamaica at 1,658 and 
the HS for Arts and Busi-
ness in Corona at 1,827.

A total of 194 schools 
out of the Top 2,000 came 
from New York state, the 
listing showed. The high-
est-ranked high school in 
the state captured the 22nd 
spot and was in Buffalo, 
where  City Honors School 

at Fosdick-Masten Park had 
a graduation rate of 100 per-
cent and college acceptance 
rate of 98 percent.

The ranking showed 
Kentucky’s Carol Martin 
Gatton Academy of Mathe-
matics and Science to be the 
No. 1 high school in Ameri-
ca, with perfect scores for 
both graduation and col-
lege acceptance rates.

bill. 
At the time, several 

sources with knowledge of 
the legislative process told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion would tap a Republican 

lawmaker to carry the bill 
instead of Peralta, although 
it appears the mayor’s of-
fice simply wrote it itself.

The Senate bill marks 
the beginning of the final 
step to lease the parkland 
to the USTA.

According to state law, 
the Council must now vote 
to authorize Albany to lease 
the parkland.

The vote on whether or 
not to give that green light 
is scheduled for June 12, ac-
cording to Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), whose district 
encompasses the tennis 
center. Her office said she 
is still in negotiations with 
the association on what it 
may offer in exchange for 
the land.

Continued from Page 4
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her own,” he said. “She had 
dreams of going to medical 
school to become a physical 
therapist to satisfy her de-
sire to help people.”

The fund’s first recipi-
ent, Julia Rosa, actually 
graduated from Molloy in 
2012 with help from the 
four-year partial scholar-
ship. The following year’s 
recipient, Adam Poplawski, 

will also graduate from 
Molloy this year.

“The schools will al-
ways be in the hearts of 
this family,” Grogan said. 
“We hope people walk this 
year and every year.”

This year’s event is 
scheduled for Wednes-
day, June 12, at 6 p.m at 
Raymond O’Connor Park 
across from Bayside HS, 
at 3nd Avenue and 210th 
Street. At 8 p.m., a food-and-
drink reception will follow 
at the Knights of Columbus 

on Bell Boulevard, between 
35th and 36th avenues. The 
bar at Knights of Columbus 
will be open throughout the 
event from 6 p.m. onward 
for anyone looking to par-
ticipate without walking 
the park.

Donations will be col-
lected at both the walk-
athon and Knights of Co-
lumbus after the event. 
Contributions can also be 
sent directly to Archbishop 
Molloy HS for the Katy Gro-
gan Fund.

Continued from Page 38
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