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BY PHIL CORSO

Two Bayside high schools, 
along with eight others from 
across the borough landed in the 

annual Top 2,000 list put out by 
Newsweek and The Daily Beast.

But only two broke the Top 
100: Townsend Harris High School 
in Flushing at 43 and Queens HS 

for the Sciences at York College in 
Jamaica at 73.

The America’s Best High 
Schools 2013 ranking compiles 
the country’s top high schools by 

assessing how prepared their stu-
dents are for college, analyzing 
graduation rates, college appli-
cants and test scores. All but two 
of the 10 Queens schools to make 
the list came from communities 
in the more northern part of the 
borough like Bayside, Flushing, 
Corona and Astoria. 

Bayside HS was ranked 331 
out of the country’s 2,000 best, 
with an overall graduation rate 
of 91 percent and a college-bound 
senior rate of 99 percent. Nearby 
Benjamin Cardozo HS also made 
the list at 1,153 with a graduation 
rate of 85 percent and college ac-
ceptance rate of 96 percent.

Both schools have enjoyed 
plenty of recognition and suc-
cess over the years as part of one 
of the city’s most prestigious and 
celebrated districts: District 26, 
which includes schools in Belle-
rose, Floral Park, Oakland Gar-
dens and Queens Village.

One district over, Flushing’s 
Townsend Harris topped all the 
borough schools in the listing at 
43. The school aced a perfect 100 
percent for both graduation rate 
and college-bound senior rates, 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

New York City will 
provide more than $640 
million in federal money to 
help thousands in the city, 
including residents of the 
Rockaways and other parts 
of Queens still struggling 
to recover from Hurricane 

Sandy.
The process will start 

next month and registra-
tion has already begun.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced at 
City Hall Monday that the 
program, Build It Back, will 
include grants and loans to 
New Yorkers recovering 

from the hurricane, which 
struck more than seven 
months ago.

The Rockaways and 
Broad Channel were dev-
astated by the superstorm, 
leaving such severe dam-
age behind that empty 
homes and shuttered busi-

BY JOE ANUTA

 A controversial bill that would help trans-
fer Queens parkland to the United States Tennis 
Association was introduced in Albany Monday 
without any names attached, although a source 
said it was written by the mayor’s office.

City authors state Senate bill

to lease parkland to USTA

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Sandy aid heads to Rockaway
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BY PHIL CORSO

Residents of northeast 
Queens were hot with rage after 
learning they might lose their 
own free public pool unless the 
City Council can find the funding 
to keep it afloat.

The city Parks commission-
er testified in a Council hearing 
May 30 that an additional $1.5 mil-
lion was needed to keep four city 
pools open this year, including 
the one at Fort Totten. If the mon-
ey is not restored into the budget, 
the Parks Department would be 
forced to close the Bayside pool 
along with Wagner Pool in Man-
hattan, Howard Pool in Brooklyn 
and Faber Pool in Staten Island.

Pool season will also be 
shortened by two weeks for all 
city facilities, Parks said, if the 
money is not there.

“Our decision was based on 
several factors, including atten-
dance figures, proximity to other 
pools, access to public transit and 
the location of the pools relative 
to residential communities,” a 
Parks spokesman said.

Fund shortage
may sink pool
at Fort Totten

Townsend leads borough’s stars
Queens HS for Science also ranked among country’s 100 best high schools

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) takes 
questions on the NYC Build It Back ini-
tiative at City Hall in Manhattan. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

FELINE FORTRESS

One of nearly two dozen cats and kittens peeks its head from Kitty City, a mini metropolis created by children, art-
ists and city planners at Flux Factory in Long Island City for a one-day exhibit and adoption event. See story on 
Page 5. Photo by Christina Santucci 
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When was the last time you said, “I want to go to the hospital?”  If you 
are like most people, you don’t want to be hospitalized if you can avoid it.

However, when you do need hospital care, and you want to feel better, 
you and your doctor want to choose the place where you can trust you 
will find a higher level of care and strong results.  

The Joint Commission – THE authority in health care facility  
accreditation, conducts this survey. The survey reviews safety, quality 
and security for every health facility in the United States.   

We are proud of our medical staff, administration, and employees. They have 
earned this survey result with what they do here each and every day – on our 
main campus and across our more than two dozen community medicine 
facilities and primary care practice sites across the great boro of Queens. 

And, we take this opportunity to share this news with our patients, our 
future patients, and the thousands of physicians who refer patients to us.  

See how we can help you feel better.  Visit us online at nyhq.org or call 
800-282-6684 to make an appointment with a member of our medical staff.

If you want to read more about how the Joint Commission evaluates 
health care facilities, go to www.jointcommission.org

© New York Hospital Queens

NYHQ Posts  
Excellent Results in  
Joint Commission  

Accreditation Survey

“We have great news here at New York Hospital Queens.  
In our latest Joint Commission accreditation survey  

we performed among the top handful of hospitals across  
the country surveyed in this period.”

© New York Hospital Queens

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Flushing Food 

Festival’s first year going 
public was so successful 
that the 450 lucky ticket 
holders devoured the entire 
stockpile of curries, noo-
dles, sandwiches and sushi 
before the event was sched-
uled to close last Saturday.

By noon, gourmands 
hoping to pick up unclaimed 
passes lined up at the door 
of the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel ballroom since 
the Downtown Flushing 
Transit Hub Business Im-
provement District had al-
ready sold out of tickets.

Those who were autho-
rized to enter found some of 
Flushing’s best food gath-
ered in one room.

Restaurants represent-
ing China, Taiwan, Viet-
nam, Thailand, Malaysia 
and Japan all had their own 
unique dishes on display.

One of the most dis-
tinctive was beef tripe from 
Cheng Du Tian Fu, a small 
food stall in a subterranean 
food court, at 41-28 Main 
St.

The prevalence of 
stomach and intestine in 
Chinese and Taiwanese 
cuisine can test the limit 
of many adventurous eat-
ers. But rather than build 
around the tripe or high-
light it, the culinary minds 
at the restaurant, named 
after the capital of Sichuan 
Province, seemed to put the 
flavor of the thinly sliced, 
tender offal on equal foot-
ing with other ingredients 
— peanuts, cilantro and 
herbs cooked in what ap-
peared to be sesame oil — 
making for a balanced and 
surprisingly refreshing 
concoction.

It was liberally spiced 
with the region’s distinc-
tive Sichuan pepper, which 
induces a tingling or numb-
ing sensation in the mouth 
while simultaneously im-
parting heat.

Mamak, a newly 

opened Malaysian restau-
rant, at 35-20 Farrington 
St., was spooning out halal 
cuisine straight from the 
country’s Panang region.

Mamak’s fare toed the 
line between Indian- and 
Southeast Asian-style cui-
sine, since both are preva-
lent in the melting pot of 
Malaysia. On one hand, 
owner Nani Yusof Hughie 
whipped up lamb and chick-
en curries so hearty they 
seemed to defy the laws of 
gastronomy. On the other, 
Mamak was offering a 
sweet dessert called cendol. 
It is a coconut milk-based 
liquid containing beans, 
palm sugar and a special 
plant called the pandan leaf 
often found in Thai cook-
ing. In the restaurant, it is 
poured over shaved ice.

Pho Hoang, at 41-01 
Kissena Blvd., returned 
this year with wildly pop-
ular Vietnamese ban mi 
sandwiches, which often 
include pork, cucumbers 
and heavy doses of cilantro 
— making them one of the 
best sandwich-related inno-
vations since the invention 
of the handheld meal itself.

Also back at the fes-
tival was 101 Taiwanese 
Cuisine, at 135-11 40th 
Road, this time bearing 
zongzi, traditional Tai-
wanese sticky rice made 
with peanuts and pork. The 
culinary staff also served 
three-cup chicken, a savory 

and garlicky dish accented 
with basil.

After a closed trial run 
last year, the festival was 
opened to the public for a $5 
fee, according to Dian Yu, 
executive director of the 
improvement district.

“The people who want-
ed to come really surpassed 
the number of tickets we 
had, which just shows that 
there is a market. People 
are interested in trying dif-
ferent food,” he said.

The best part of the fes-
tival was hearing from tick-
et holders who discovered a 
new restaurant or style of 
cooking that made them 
want to go to the actual lo-
cation and have a proper 
meal, telling friends about 
it in the process.

“Those experiences, 
that is what we are aiming 
for,” Yu said. “Our goal is 
to promote the local busi-
nesses, which really helps 
the local economy.”

Yu predicts the festival 
will only return bigger and 
better next year. Check out 
flushingbid.com for a list of 
participating restaurants 
and other suggestions for 
eating out in the neighbor-
hood.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Flushing food festival
features exotic dishes

Adventurous eaters line up to try a wide variety of dishes at the 
Flushing Food Festival. Photo courtesy Flushing BID
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Give Dad a Gift 
He Can Sink His Teeth Into

71-28 Cooper Avenue | Glendale, New York 11385  
718–821–8401 | www.edisonplaceny.com

Sunday, June 16th

Early Bird Special

Three Course Dinner $19.95
Craft Beer Night Every Tuesday

Craft Pints $3
20 Beers on Tap… the best craft selection around!

Gift cards 

available!

Father’s DayFather’s Day at Edison Place
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Make your reservation today!

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

More than two de-
cades have passed since the 
Queens Pride Parade took 
root in Jackson Heights to 
combat discrimination, but 
organizers and elected offi-
cials say the LGBT commu-
nity is still battling hate-
fueled violence.

“As much fun as we 
have, there is more work 
to do moving forward, and 
that is what we are march-
ing towards, the place 
where there will be no 
more Julio Riveras, Edgar 
Garzons or Mark Carsons 
slain anywhere in the city 
of New York because of 
who they are,” City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), the city’s 
first openly gay Council 
speaker, told some of the 
estimated 40,000 revelers 
Sunday.

The parade was found-
ed in response to Rivera’s 
murder in 1990 and each 
year participants pause for 
a moment of silence at the 
corner of 37th Avenue and 
78th Street in memory of 
victims of hate crimes, in-
cluding Garzon, who was 
killed in Jackson Heights 
in 2001.

“We pledged and we 
vowed 21 years ago when 
we started this parade that 
we would never let that 

happen in this community 
again,” said Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is gay and 
helped found Queens Pride.

This year, officials 
pointed to Carson’s mur-
der in May as evidence of 
lingering hatred against 
members of the LGBT com-
munity.

“Let’s not forget that 
in all of our progress, still 
two weeks ago Mark Car-
son was killed blocks from 

Stonewall,” Quinn said. 
“Killed, shot point-blank in 
the face because he was gay 
— for no other reason.”

Police said Carson was 
shot and killed in Green-
wich Village May 18, and 
33-year-old Elliot Morales 
has been charged with 
murder as a hate crime in 
his death.

And in response to a 
spate of violence, Quinn and 
members of the Council’s 
LGBT caucus announced at 

the parade a series of free 
self-defense training ses-
sions which will kick off in 
Manhattan Saturday. Ad-
ditional classes in Queens 
and Brooklyn are slated to 
be announced in the com-
ing weeks, officials said.

After taking a moment 
to announce the defensive 
training, Quinn rejoined 
her wife, Kim Catullo, in 
the procession as Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) was accom-
panied by his husband, Dan 
Hendrick. Van Bramer said 
he first marched in the pa-
rade as a St. John’s Univer-
sity student in 1993.

A bevy of other elected 
officials also attended in 
support as the avenue was 
awash in all the colors of 
the rainbow for the festivi-
ties.

Emcees Marcus Wool-
en and Candy Samples set 

up shop in front of the Jack-
son Heights Post Office, 
playfully critiquing groups 
like Cheer New York and a 
contingent of several dozen 
men — and a handful of 
women — dressed as war-
riors from Hombres Lounge 
in Jackson Heights.

Elaborately costumed 
participants shimmied 
along the purple line paint-
ed in the center of 37th Ave-
nue and past the street sign 
dedicated several years 
again in Rivera’s memory.

“When somebody 
writes the full history of 
the LGBT community and 
its strength and power, this 
parade and the response to 
the murder of Julio Rivera 
will be one of the key fo-
cal points in that history,” 
Quinn said. “It was a trag-
edy that became a political 
turning point for our entire 
community.”

Jax Hts Pride Parade still grapples with LGBT hatred
In its 21st year, annual event honors Greenwich Village death and offers free self-defense classes

Phillip Huffins leads a contingent from Queens Pride House during the annual Queens Pride Parade 
on 37th Avenue in Jackson Heights.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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EVERY THURSDAY BEGINNING JUNE 13
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM

HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR / $10 COVER CHARGE INCLUDES ONE Z COCKTAIL

Announcing rooftop workouts and yoga, visit www.zhotelny.com/z-wellness

SKYLINE 
SATURDAYS
RESIDENT DJ 

BENNY GAMBINA
WITH CELEBRITY GUEST DJs 9PM

LADIES COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION

DOORS OPEN AT 6PM WITH DRINK SPECIALS; 6PM-9PM / $5 BEER & WINE / $7 SANGRIA & Z SPECIALTY COCKTAILS

FEATURING WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS

LIVE IN THE SKY 
Concert Series

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Candidates vying 
to succeed outgoing City 
Councilman Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans) sat in 
the hot seat earlier this 
week as 
they tried 
to show 
they had 
done their homework on 
city schools.

Six Democratic 
Council hopefuls gath-
ered inside the steamy 
auditorium at the Cam-
pus Magnet complex in 
Cambria Heights Monday 
for an education-themed 
candidates forum hosted 
by Community District 
Education Council 29 and 
sponsored by TimesLedg-
er Newspapers. 

It was the first time 
Manny Caughman, Joan 
Flowers, Greg Mays, I. 
Daneek Miller, Sondra 
Peeden and Clyde Vanel 
were in the same room to 
elaborate on their plans 
for the 27th District, which 

covers St. Albans, Cam-
bria Heights, Hollis and 
Jamaica. 

Caughman, a com-
munity liaison in state As-
semblyman William Scar-
borough’s (D-St. Albans) 
office, said if elected he 
would support a Council-
approved panel of educa-
tors to select the city’s next 
schools chancellor. When 
asked about violence in 
schools, he said he was in 
favor of police using con-
troversial body scanners 
as a way to stem violence 
that pours from the streets 
into school hallways.

“I will work hard to 
get this technology,” he 
said.

Flowers, an attor-
ney who has worked with 
southeast Queens law-
makers, said she opposed 
school closings and co-lo-
cations and believed strug-
gling schools were “set up 
to fail” by the Bloomberg 
administration. 

She said she wants to 
hold the state to a court 

decision ordering it to pay 
billions of dollars in school 
funding owed to the city.

Mays, a Community 
Board 12 member and 
founder of the nonprofit 
A Better Jamaica, cited 
specific work he had done 
to partner senior citizens 
with children struggling 
to read at a low-perform-
ing school, and said he was 
in favor of a “solution-ori-
ented approach” to raising 
student achievement.

“Less than 50 percent 
of third- and fifth-graders 
are passing their English 
Language Arts exams,” 

he said, explaining how he 
had used the city Depart-
ment of Education’s report 
cards to identify strug-
gling schools in neighbor-
ing School District 28. “It 
was pretty clear which 
schools were the high-per-
forming ones and which 
schools were the low-per-
forming ones.”

Miller, president of 
the Queens chapter of the 
Amalgamated Transit 
Union for city bus drivers 
and mechanics, said he 
thought the biggest chal-
lenge the next Council 
member will face is revers-

ing the disenfranchise-
ment parents have expe-
rienced under the current 
administration.

He called school clos-
ings a “recipe for disaster” 
and said he favored rein-
stating a special district 
used in the pre-Bloomberg 
days that placed strug-
gling schools under direct 
control of the chancellor.

Peeden, a manage-
ment consultant who has 
worked in a number of 
Queens lawmakers’ of-
fices, said she was opposed 
to one of the controversial 
hallmarks of the current 
administration.

“Networks make me 
nervous,” she said of the 
organizations that provide 
instructional and opera-
tional support to groups 
of schools. “There is ab-
solutely no reason why a 
school here in southeast 
Queens should be part-
nered with a school in the 
Bronx.”

She said she favored 
instituting a “parent acad-

emy” that would help teach 
parents the ins and outs of 
the school system.

Attorney Clyde Vanel 
said he thought increasing 
parent participation was 
the most important aspect 
of improving schools and 
said he would focus on 
career-readiness and de-
creasing violence.

In organizing the fo-
rum, CDEC President Ali-
cia Hyndman was looking 
for the Democratic candi-
dates to demonstrate the 
specific knowledge they 
had of the city’s educa-
tional system, and in that 
regard she said she was 
impressed by what Peeden 
and Miller had to say.

Comrie stopped by to 
give the candidates a feel 
for the types of challenges 
they would face as a Coun-
cil member.

Noting how hot it was, 
he said he had twice put 
an air conditioner for the 
school in the budget, but 
had been told it was too ex-
pensive.

Council candidates spar at SE Queens ed forum

CDEC 29 President Alicia Hyndman (second from l.) greets City 
Council candidates Clyde Vanel (l.-r.), Joan Flowers, Sondra 
Peeden, Manny Caughman and I. Daneek Miller at an education 
forum sponsored by the TimesLedger Newspapers in Cambria 
Heights. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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the project’s perimeters, as 
energetic kittens explored 
and pounced on one anoth-
er inside.

In total, 13 of the cats 
were adopted from the 
For Animals shelter af-
ter would-be owners took 
pledges to care for the fe-
lines, and an additional 
feline, who spent the ma-
jority of the event sleeping 
on a ceiling beam, found a 
foster home.

The group’s involve-

ment in Kitty City came 
about almost by chance, or-
ganizers said.

Volunteer Alicia Wil-
son spotted a Flux Fac-
tory poster of giant kittens 
stomping around in a city, 
then got in touch with Flux 
Factory and asked to bring 
some furry-friends up for 
adoption to the event.

“Part of Flux’s mission 
is to organize large-scale 
collaborative projects,” 
Paulson said.

Part of the idea behind 
Kitty City spawned from 
something he had heard 
on the radio: that children 
who grow up with animals 
become more compas-
sionate adults. So Paulson 
brainstormed about how to 
translate this into a project 
at Flux Factory.

“How do you get kids 
to think about what it’s like 
to be an animal?” he said.

(718)

SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

SIMPLY THE BEST PRICES!
SIMPLY THE BEST SERVICE!

24 / 7 / 365 . AIRPORT AND LOCAL SERVICE  
NO SURCHARGES! SIMPLE PRICING!

DRIVERS WANTED!
Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.

No percentages like our competitors. 
Flat weekly radio fee. SIMPLE.

BONUS and Referral rewards program 
Contact David at 516.666.0270 

6 6 6 - 6 6 6 6 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Kitty City wasn’t built 
in a day, but that’s how long 
the Long Island City “me-
ow-tropolis” lasted.

The child-constructed 
collection of play struc-
tures for felines comprised 
solely of recycled materi-
als was overrun with 22 
cats and kittens for several 
hours Saturday afternoon. 
The immediate goal was 

to find homes for the furry 
friends from a no-kill shel-
ter in South Ozone Park.

At 6 p.m., the month-
long experiment, which had 
paired youngsters with city 
planners and artists at the 
city’s site — Flux Factory 
— to design and build the 
small-scale setting for cats, 
came to a close to make 
room for the gallery’s next 
installation and the project 
was deconstructed the fol-

lowing day.
But before the city 

was taken down, its 
builders and wide-eyed 
visitors had a chance to 
watch the animal reac-
tions to the Kitty City 
mansion, a doll house 
complete with a wheat-
grass house plant, and 
the Puppy Prison, a 
dungeon-like grouping 
of boxes and blankets.

Eighteen children 
volunteered their Satur-
days in May to design 
and build Kitty City by 

Mini city built for kittens promotes adoption
reusing items like card-
board and mail containers.

“So much of this is 
about the process, the col-
laborative experiment of 
pairing kids with adults 
and really trying to do this 
together,” said Flux Facto-
ry’s Douglas Paulson, who 
dreamed up the experi-
ment.

“There were definitely 
some hairy moments when 
teaching kids how to use 
power tools,” he added, “but 
it worked out really well.”

Carlin Greenfield, 12, 
of Manhattan, volunteered 
three of his Saturday af-
ternoons and assisted with 
Kitty Park, a climbing area 
made of mesh-like mate-
rial. He wanted to build an 
aqueduct, but that as well 
as sod for another area was 
scrapped due to budget con-
straints.

“If they [the struc-
tures] could hold me up, I 
would be playing on this in 
no time,” he said.

Although Carlin was 
unable to try out many 
parts of the mini-metropo-
lis, the project’s function-
ality had to be tested be-
fore the influx of its furry 
citizens. That job fell to Mr. 
Wilson, a feral adult orange 
and white tabby who also 
found a new residence with 
one of Kitty City’s creators 
Saturday.

With all the commotion 
Saturday, Wilson lounged 
in front of a fan just outside 

A tuxedo kitten frolics in Kitty 
City. Photo by Christina Santucci 

Spicey the cat peers out from Kitty Park. Photo by Christina Santucci 
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BY PHIL CORSO

For months, head chef 
Brian Tolisano has had 
to tell passers-by when 
Smokin’ Aces would open 
its doors to Douglaston.

The quiet northeast 
Queens community was 
hungry for something new 
after Strawberry’s Sports 
Grill closed there in Oc-
tober, he said, which was 
exactly what he hoped to 
deliver when the Southern 
bistro opened up this week.

“We opened at a great 
time for sports fans and for 
Douglaston,” said Tolisano, 
a resident of Astoria. “This 
is a close community and 
we can’t wait to get all the 
regulars back in here.”

Tolisano had worked 
as a chef there when the res-
taurant, at 42-15 235th St., 
still had the Strawberry’s 
name along with Freeport, 
L.I., resident Vinny Giacco-
ne, the assistant manager 

and bartender.
After Strawberry’s 

closed, the two teamed up 
to deliver something they 
said Douglaston deserved: 
a simple yet classy sports 
bar and restaurant without 
the bells and whistles.

“We wanted to come 
back because this whole 
community is one big fam-
ily,” Giaccone said. “But 
now we have to earn their 
trust.”

And to do that, the bar-
tender and assistant man-
ager said Smokin’ Aces 
would seek to offer what 
the bars and restaurants 
along nearby Bell Boule-
vard did not.

“We want to be a 
higher-end sports bar at-
mosphere,” Giaccone said. 
“But at the same time, we 
are going to keep every-
thing simple. We are not 
trying to be too innovative 
here.”

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Detectives from the 

109th Precinct tracked 
down a 16-year-old last 
week allegedly responsible 
for about 15 brazen break-
ins and burglaries in north-
east Queens.

The teen, whose 
name is being withheld 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, is accused of break-
ing into residents’ homes 
while they slept, burglar-
izing several businesses at 
multiple locations, busting 
into a veterinary clinic and 
purloining a wide range of 
items, including cash, elec-
tronics, sodas, hand cream 
and even a dog, according 
to multiple criminal com-
plaints filed by the Queens 
district attorney.

The teen was finally 
nabbed, thanks to the work 
of the City’s Finest, who re-
ceived a little help from one 
of the victims.

“It was fantastic work,” 
said Inspector Brian Magu-
ire, commanding officer at 
the 109th Precinct.

On May 21, a Murray 
Hill man woke up to find 
$3,000 worth of electronic 
devices missing from his 
home, including a Nintendo 
DS, a handheld gaming sys-
tem, according to the DA.

When police arrived 
at the man’s home, he pro-
vided them with the serial 
number of the handheld 
gaming device, Maguire 

said, which later appeared 
on a database as being sold 
at a Roosevelt Avenue shop.

After police paid a vis-
it to the seller, he told detec-
tives that he recently had 
his license stolen , accord-
ing to Maguire. The man 
recognized the 16-year-old 
from security footage at the 
shop as living nearby, and 
officers surmised the teen 
took the ID and used it to 
sell the device.

“It goes to show how 
important it is to write 
down the serial numbers,” 
he said. “It was critical to 

the investigation.”
The teen was arrested 

May 29 after a foot chase 
in downtown Flushing and 
was charged with multiple 
counts of burglary and 
theft, along with identity 
theft and criminal mischief 
in connection with about 
15 break-ins between late 
March to late May, accord-
ing to the DA.

The 16-year-old hit sev-
eral homes in the Murray 
Hill area while the occu-
pants slept inside, accord-
ing to the complaints.

For instance, after 

breaking into the home of a 
Murray Hill woman May 17 
and allegedly stealing a lap-
top, iPad, iPhone, driver’s 
permit and more than $200 
while she slept, the teen 
returned May 25 at about 6 
p.m. This time the woman 
heard a noise and allegedly 
saw him walking out the 
back door of her residence.

When she later checked 
her medicine cabinet, she 
noticed some hand cream 
was missing, according to 
the DA.

Vinny Giaccone (l.), Smokin’ Aces’ bartender and assistant man-
ager, joins head chef, general manager and partner Brian Tolisano 
in their new Douglaston sports bar. The wall behind them reads, 
“One for the money, two for the show.” Photo by Phil Corso

A teenage burglar allegedly broke into the Flushing Veterinary Hospital and pilfered some cash and a 
phone before being scared off by a pig, according to the Queens district attorney. Photo by Joe Anuta

Smokin’ Aces bistro 
replaces Strawberry’s

Cops nab teen burglar: DA
109th detectives arrest 16-year-old charged in more than dozen break-ins
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FIELD  
DAY

SATURDAY JUNE 22ND

BAYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELD

CELEBRITY GUESTS
Mr. Met

NY METS WORLD SERIES PITCHER 
Dwight “Doc” Gooden

NY KNICKS LEGENDARY BACK COURT
Walt “Clyde” Frazier &  

Earl “The Pearl” Monroe
NY GIANTS SUPERBOWL MVP

O.J. Anderson
NY JETS STAR RECEIVER
Wesley Walker

 A FULL DAY OF FUN  
FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES!
Foods! Drinks! Music! Raffles for Exciting Prizes!  

Giveaways All Day! Kid Water Slides! Kid Inflatables!

Autographs & Pictures with Athletes*
Bring Chairs and Blankets…  

You’ll Want to Spend the Entire Day with DAC!
 *AUTOGRAPHS FOR REGISTERED KIDS AND THEIR PARENTS ONLY.

Basketball Games & Free Training!
Free Throw shooting & 3 point contests

OUR SPONSORS: AVGERINOS HEALTH CENTER  BOB COCCIA’S APPLIANCE CENTER  
BOURBON STREET  DE CAPITAL MORTGAGE  DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE  
MCGARRY CARPETS  MILLENNIUM PHYSICAL THERAPY  ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT  

MODELLS SPORTING GOODS  TOUCH OF CLASS ENTERTAINMENT

Register for DAC Summer Basketball League
July 15th – August 29th

Games Played indoors at PS 188 in Bayside
Boys – Girls ages 9-11 and 12-14 years old

Developmental Basketball ages 5-7 years old

WWW.DACSPORTS.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: DAC ATHLETIC CLUB  FOR MORE INFO EMAIL: BBDACSPORTS@AOL.COM

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 6-30-13

w/coupon, exp. 6-30-13

w/coupon, exp. 6-30-13

w/coupon, exp. 6-30-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 6/30/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
6/30/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPON

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

The same pools were 
put on the chopping block 
last year, but the Council 
ultimately restored fund-
ing after negotiating with 
the mayor’s office.

So despite the lat-
est chapter in the saga, 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) said 
she was still confident in 
the government’s ability to 
find the money and keep 
the pools open this year. 
She said the Council had 
gone through this process 
before and would work to 
make sure the pools were 
not shuttered.

“As we have done for 
the last three years, the 
New York City Council ful-
ly expects to find the funds 
necessary to ensure that all 
of New York City’s families 
are able to enjoy a full sea-
son at all of the city’s pools 
again this year,” she said.

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said northeast Queens was 
being used as a pawn in the 

Parks Department’s own 
strategy as it sifts through 
the budget proposal pro-
cess.

“As the only free pool in 
northeast Queens, the Fort 
Totten pool is a tremendous 
resource to our community, 
and as such the Parks De-
partment should not annu-
ally propose its closure as a 
budget negotiating tactic,” 
Braunstein said. “Closing 
the pool would be an insult 
to the taxpayers of north-
east Queens.”

Warren Schreiber, 
president of the Bay Terrace 
Community Alliance, said 
he and his neighbors relied 
on the pool in the summer 
months as a means of keep-
ing cool without the costs of 
joining a private club.

“Closure of the Fort 
Totten pool, the only free 
public pool in northeast 
Queens, would prevent 
children, senior citizens, 
families and others from 
escaping summer’s heat in 
what has become a valu-
able community facility,” 
Schreiber said. “The only 
other option would be a pri-
vate pool that can cost up to 
$2,000 for the season.”

Pool season begins 
June 27 and typically runs 
through Labor Day, Parks 
said.

The Bloomberg admin-
istration will continue to 
negotiate with the Parks 
Department and Council 
to see if funding can be se-
cured, Parks said.

Continued from Page 1 

Fort Totten

the ranking showed.
In Jamaica, Queens 

HS for the Sciences at York 
College ranked second-
highest in the borough at 
73 with a graduation rate of 
98 percent and a perfect 100 
percent college acceptance 
rate.

Other Queens high 
schools making the Top 
2,000 list of high schools 
throughout the country in-

cluded Floral Park Memori-
al HS at 384, Baccalaureate 
School for Global Education 
in Astoria at 670, Frank Si-
natra School of the Arts in 
Astoria at 1,146, Academy 
of American Studies in 
Long Island City at 1,223, 
Thomas A. Edison Career 
and Technical Education 
HS in Jamaica at 1,658 and 
the HS for Arts and Busi-
ness in Corona at 1,827.

A total of 194 schools 
out of the Top 2,000 came 
from New York state, the 
listing showed. The high-

est-ranked high school in 
the state captured the 22nd 
spot and was in Buffalo, 
where  City Honors School 
at Fosdick-Masten Park had 
a graduation rate of 100 per-
cent and college acceptance 
rate of 98 percent.

The ranking showed 
Kentucky’s Carol Martin 
Gatton Academy of Mathe-
matics and Science to be the 
No. 1 high school in Ameri-
ca, with perfect scores for 
both graduation and col-
lege acceptance rates

Continued from Page 1

Rankings

The Fort Totten pool is one of four throughout the city in danger 
of closing if the City Council cannot find the money to keep them 
open.
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

“WE HAVE A SUPER LOW 
RATE UP TO $2.0 MILLION!”
No one knows mortgages better than, your friendly, neighborhood Mortgage Consultants. The have a special, limited-time 
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The state Senate legis-
lation primed 0.68 acres of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park to be added to the as-
sociation’s current 42-acre 
lease of the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter, although the City Coun-
cil has to sign off before the 
state Legislature can make 
it official.

The association said it 
needs the sliver of land to 
allow for the construction 
of a new stadium, the refur-
bishing of another and the 
expansion of retail and of-
fice space to keep the facil-
ity in top condition.

In addition, the USTA 
is returning 1.56 acres of 
leased land to the city via 
the bill, but the announce-
ment of the parkland swap 
was largely panned by park 
advocacy groups who noted 
the actual use of the land 
will remain the same.

Bills are often written 
by lawmakers who act as 
sponsors, but this particu-
lar piece of legislation was 
introduced straight from 
the Senate Committee on 

Rules.
This is standard prac-

tice in Albany for bills pro-
posed late in session, for 
bills with wide support, or 
according to Barbara Bar-
toletti, legislative director 
for the good government 
group League of Women 
Voters of New York State, 
to protect the legislation’s 
source from criticism.

“We’ve always looked 
for transparency. But this 
is, unfortunately, the way 
politics work here in Alba-
ny,” she said.

Albany insiders refer 
to these bills as being intro-

duced by Mr. Rules, though 
a source knowledgeable 
about the arrangement said 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion authored the text.

The head of the Com-
mittee on Rules is Senate 
Majority Coalition Leader 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Center). 

The tennis center ac-
tually lies in the district of 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), but the lawmak-
er, who last week ended his 
campaign for borough pres-
ident, said back in March 
he would not sponsor the 
bill. 

nesses are still scattered 
through some areas.

The process includes 
the possibility of selling a 
wrecked home.

Bloomberg said eligi-
ble city residents can start 
registering by calling 311 
or visiting nyc.gov.

“Hurricane Sandy was 
the worst storm ever to hit 
New York City and we are 
launching a new program 
to continue the road to re-
covery,” Bloomberg said. 
“Through NYC Build It 
Back, we are making our 
federal aid package simple 
and understandable and 
tailoring assistance to 
the specific needs of the 
families and businesses 
most impacted by Sandy. 
Whether it’s personal as-
sistance in the rebuilding 
process or reimbursements 
for completed repairs, this 
program will provide a new 
infusion of support to help 
families, neighborhoods 

and businesses come back 
stronger and more resilient 
than ever before.”

Officials said $648 mil-
lion was to be spent on help-
ing New Yorkers as part of 
federal disaster recovery 
enacted by Congress for 
victims of the hurricane.

Beginning next month, 
those who have registered 
will be contacted by Hous-
ing Recovery Specialists, 
who will help them review 
their options and guide 
them through each step of 
the process, officials said.

Officials said Build It 
Back provides four ways 
to get help for those whose 
properties were devastated 
by Sandy:

1. Build It Back can 
help eligible participants 
whose homes require minor 
to moderate repairs. Regis-
trants also have the option 
of choosing their own con-
tractor within federal and 
program guidelines.

2. If a home is substan-
tially damaged or needs to 
be rebuilt, qualifying par-
ticipants can choose a home 

model design specifically 
for their own community, 
that uses the best available 
resiliency standards and is 
designed by a Build It Back 
developer. Alternatively, 
registrants can choose 
their own architect and 
contractor to develop and 
build their homes within 
federal and program guide-
lines.

3. The city can also 
help participants recover 
eligible out-of-pocket costs 
for minor repairs already 
made to their homes that 
satisfy all U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment and other re-
quirements.

4. Some owners may 
want to voluntarily sell 
their homes and, in some 
cases, the city will be able 
to work with communities 
to strategically redevelop 
these properties in a smart-
er, more resilient way.

Housing recovery spe-
cialists will be able to ex-
plain these options.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Sandy aid

Bill

Albany has started the final legislative process to lease a por-
tion of Flusing Meadows Corona Park to the United States Tennis 
Association, which will result in a new stadium (bottom l.) along 
with a refurbished stadium and expanded retail and office space 
(top r.). Image courtesy USTA
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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