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The opening of a new Korean 
supermarket in Bayside may be 
later than anticipated, the chain 
said.

Earlier this year, a spokes-
man for H Mart told TimesLedger 
Newspapers that its new location 
near the intersection of 47th Av-
enue and Francis Lewis Boule-
vard would be opening its doors 
by July. But with the summer 

Continued on Page 34 BY JOE ANUTA

The city paid to repair sev-
eral Willets Point businesses shut 
down by its own inspectors last 
month, but has not taken any ac-
tion to renovate equally unsafe 
structures on land it owns else-
where in the Iron Triangle.

In late May, the city Depart-
ment of Buildings shuttered sev-
eral businesses near the corner of 

38th Avenue and 126th Street. Af-
ter two news conferences held by 
business owners and an elected 
official, who suggested they were 
being discriminated against, the 
city Department of Housing of-
fered to bring the structures up to 
code earlier this month, since the 
agency owns the properties. 

The shops lie in the proposed 
footprint of a $3 billion project 

Continued on Page 54
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ALL HANDS IN
St. Francis Prep’s Ryan Delevan takes a swing at a ball during the CHSAA 
Handball Championship between St. Raymond’s and the Terriers. See 
story on Page 51. Photo by Robert Cole

H Mart delays 
Bayside store’s 
grand opening

City selective
in reopening
Willets shops
Housing Dept. lets some stay shuttered
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BY PHIL CORSO

Borough officials 
put the brakes on a city 
proposal this week that 
would have rerouted buses 
through residential areas 
of Bay Terrace.

To the community’s 
dismay, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
redrew the routes for the 
Q13 and Q16 between Fort 
Totten and Flushing to ac-
commodate ongoing con-
struction at Little Bay Park. 
The temporary year-long 
lines would have had buses 
chugging by back streets 
and elementary schools, 
and nearby residents said 
they were not along for the 
ride.

Their voices were ul-
timately heard after com-
munity leaders and elected 
officials sat down with 
the MTA to make sure the 
maps were not redrawn.

“I was proud to work 
with community leaders 

and agency representa-
tives to find a solution,” 
said state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
who helped negotiate with 
the MTA. “It was gratify-
ing to work together in an 
extremely short time frame 
to develop an alternative 
option.”

Braunstein battled the 
agency to keep Fort Tot-
ten as a turn-around point 
despite the construction so 
that routes would not need 
to be changed.

Warren Schreiber, who 
heads the Bay Terrace Com-
munity Alliance, said the 
proposed rerouting posed 
a new risk to residents be-
cause it had buses passing 
by Bell Academy and PS 169 
on 212th Street, where chil-
dren are already abundant. 
With so much foot traffic in 
that area, Schreiber said 
he was glad to see the MTA 
work to keep any extra 
buses from that part of Bay 
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BY JOE ANUTA

A gas station courier 
who had a bag containing 
$90,000 stolen out of his 
parked car Monday was 
just the latest victim in a 
Flushing neighborhood 
known for large-scale thefts 
of cash.

In this case, the cou-
rier was inside a bank de-
positing money at about 10 
a.m. when he left his car 
parked near the corner 
of Crocheron Avenue and 
162nd Street, according to 
police.

While he was inside, 
police say a man busted 
out a driver’s side window 
of the vehicle and swiped a 
plastic bag containing the 
cash.

The NYPD released 
surveillance footage of a 
suspect in the hopes the 
public could aid in his cap-
ture.

But having tens of 
thousands of dollars stolen 
is not exactly uncommon in 
Flushing.

Thieves promising re-
ligious or medical miracles 
have conned members of 
the Chinese community out 
of about $600,000  during 
the last year in the greater 
Flushing area covered by 
the 109th Precinct, officers 
said in April.

In one case several 
months ago, a 72-year-old 
woman put $61,000 into a 
sack and gave it to a woman 
who pledged to pray over 
the money and return it.

The woman did not, 
but she was later arrested 

by the 109th 
P r e c i n c t 
after being 
recognized 
and pum-
meled by 
the septua-
g e n a r i a n 
outside a 
Main Street 
mall.

I n 
N o v e m -
ber 2012, police arrested 
three people who allegedly 
conned a 58-year-old wom-
an out of $12,000 in a simi-
lar scheme.

In August of last year, a 
40-year-old man went into a 
Bank of America and with-

d r e w 
$40,000. 
W h i l e 
he was 
driving 
d o w n 
College 
P o i n t 
B o u l e -
v a r d 
near the 
N o r t h -
e r n 

Boulevard underpass, he 
was flagged down by a mo-
torist who had a flat tire, 
according to the NYPD.

When the man stopped 
to help, another person 
swiped the cash out of his 
car, according to police, 

who said the man later 
remembered seeing the 
thieves’ car  at the bank.

In numerous news con-
ferences following the inci-
dents, police at the 109th 
Precinct have urged resi-
dents not to leave valuables 
— especially sacks contain-
ing large amounts of cash 
— unattended in vehicles.

In addition, officers 
cautioned residents to be 
cautious when dealing 
with strangers who ask for 
money.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Construction at Little Bay Park is temporarily hindering the turn-
around point for two northeast Queens bus routes.

Surveillance footage shows the bespectacled man wanted by police in connection with the theft of a 
sack containing $90,000 from a parked car. Image courtesy NYPD

Boro reverses reroute 
of Q13, Q16 bus lines

High-cost heists hit Flushing
$90K stolen from courier’s car in latest theft of thousands in cash

Continued on Page 34
Having tens of 

thousands of dollars 
stolen is not exactly 

uncommon in 
Flushing.
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BY PHIL CORSO

With hurricane season 
in full bloom, officials took 
one of the borough’s most 
flood-prone places in Fresh 
Meadows to push the city to 
prioritize a solution.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) joined with city Pub-
lic Advocate Bill de Blasio 
last Friday for a joint press 
conference just as Tropi-
cal Storm Andrea started 
dumping water and wind 
across the Northeast. The 
two outlined a letter they 
penned to the city Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection citing Andrea 
as one of several severe 
storms that has flooded the 
area in recent years.

Rozic, a Fresh Mead-
ows resident, said she has 
seen her neighborhood un-
derwater too many times to 
count from even the most 
harmless of rainstorms. 
While the city has taken 

some steps to mitigate 
flooding in the area, the 
assemblywoman said her 
community deserved prior-
ity in capital planning.

“Year after year, 
Queens residents have been 
fighting the trauma and 
financial burden of flood 
damage to their homes 
and lives,” Rozic said. “We 
cannot continue to let our 
working families weather 
the storm alone.”

Rozic and de Blasio 
sent a letter to DEP Com-
missioner Carter Strick-
land reminding him of what 
they said were much-need-
ed infrastructure upgrades 
in Queens. To hold back 
the waters, the officials 
urged the DEP to speed up 
its short-term flood mitiga-
tion projects and revisit its 
reimbursement policies for 
flooded homes.

The letter called on the 
DEP to install the kind of 
upgrades that can handle 
the types of heavy storms 

seen over the past several 
years.

“This is a decades-old 
problem in neighborhoods 
like Fresh Meadows,” de 
Blasio said. “But after the 
wake-up call Sandy deliv-
ered, there’s just no excuse 
for inaction.”

Earlier this year, 
City Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) celebrated a small vic-
tory in the greater effort to 
fight flooding when the city 
passed legislation requir-
ing the city Parks Depart-
ment to identify types of 
vegetation it could plant to 
help soak up stormwater 
runoff.

The councilman said 
neighborhoods like Fresh 
Meadows were more prone 
to serious flooding par-
tially because of the trans-
formation of its natural, 
vegetated landscape into 
a dense urban center over 
the past 100 years.

“In Queens, we know 

the challenges of managing 
stormwater all too well,” 
Gennaro said. “Several 
areas in our borough, and 
in the rest of our city, are 
prone to flooding with rain-
water after heavy storms.

In their letter, both 
Rozic and de Blasio warned 
the DEP commissioner of 
what he already knows, re-
ferring to severe weather 
as the new normal. And 
with hurricane season of-
ficially kicking off June 1, 
the officials said time was 
running out for the city’s 
outdated sewers before the 
floodwaters rise again.

“We need a water 
system that matches the 
extreme weather we face 
and policies that treat ho-
meowners fairly when 
their homes are damaged 
through no fault of our 
own,” de Blasio said. “We 
can’t keep leaving families 
high and dry.”

State Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r.) and city Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio outline a letter they sent to the city Department of 
Environmental Protection demanding fixes to flood-prone Fresh 
Meadows. Photo courtesy Nily Rozic

Flood-prone Fresh Meadows needs a fi x: Pols

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A former Flushing 

High School student has be-
come the center of a debate 
over the National Security 
Agency’s secret surveil-
lance programs.

In 2010, Najibullah 
Zazi pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court to hatching  a plot 
to bomb New York City sub-
ways with two of his former 
classmates.

Now the Obama ad-
ministration is credit-
ing the former Queens 
resident’s arrest to a wide-
reaching and controver-
sial surveillance program, 
the existence of which was 
leaked to two newspapers 
last week.

The Washington Post 
and the British newspaper 
The Guardian were both 
provided information from 
a former NSA contractor 
named Edward Snowden 
about the classified pro-
grams, which are autho-

rized by Congress.
As the fallout grows 

from revelations the NSA 
is collecting e-mail records 
from several major Ameri-
can Internet companies, 
in addition to an older pro-
gram that sweeps phone 
records of millions of 
Americans authorized by 
the Patriot Act, the Obama 
administration is using 
Zazi to justify the privacy 
intrusion, the Associated 
Press reported.

Administration of-
ficials Tuesday were dis-
seminating recently de-
classified documents in 
Washington detailing how 
the bomb plot was foiled by 
using the Internet monitor-
ing program called Prism, 
which has been in existence 
for years, according to AP.

In 2009, Zazi, who had 
been trained by members 
of al-Qaeda, sent an e-mail 
to a rarely used account be-
longing to a known terror-
ist, AP reported.

The administration 
had been tracking the op-
erative’s IP address and, 
using Prism, traced the ori-
gins of the e-mail back to 

Zazi, officials contend.
Zazi had been living in 

Colorado, and by the time 
he reached New York City 
in the summer of 2009 law 

enforcement officials were 
aware of his plans and foiled 
the plot. High school class-
mate Zarein Ahmedzay 
also pleaded guilty in 2010, 

while Adis Medunajin was 
convicted last year.

But just how instru-
mental Prism was in pre-
venting the attack is ques-
tionable, according to the 
AP report, which points 
out the e-mail exchange be-
tween the former Flushing 
resident and the al-Qaeda 
operative could have been 
easily intercepted without 
the program.

The FBI regularly 
monitored e-mail addresses 
of suspected terrorists be-
fore the programs existed, 
AP said, the only difference 
being that investigators 
had to obtain a warrant.

U.S. Reps. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
leader of the borough’s con-
gressional delegation, and 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside), 
whose district includes 
Zazi’s former home, both 
said the nation needs to 
find a balance.

Crowley is concerned 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
It won him the Scripps 

National Spelling Bee title, 
and now Bayside’s own 
Arvind Mahankali and the 
“knaidel,” the Yiddish word 
for matzo ball, will forever 
be linked after a Rego Park 
deli named a special ver-
sion of the dish for the whiz 
kid.

“In his honor instead 
of having one matzo in the 
soup, we are going to have 
many small knaidels or 
knaidelich,” said Jay Park-
er, owner of Ben’s Best Deli, 
at 96-40 Queens Blvd. in 
Rego Park.

Ben’s Best unveiled 
the new menu item called 
the Arvinds during a cer-
emony Sunday, attended by 

Jewish- and South Asian 
organizations.

“You know why we call 
them matzo balls? Because 
nobody can spell knaidel,” 
Parker joked. “Now the 
controversy is settled, we 
are going to spell it your 
way.”

Parker presented 
Arvind, 13, and U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
with a steaming platter of 
the soup made from matzo 
meal, egg, margarine and 
salt and pepper to taste. 
The recipe was altered 
slightly for Arvind, who is 
a vegetarian, to remove the 
chicken broth.

“We were really ex-
ited and rooting for you in 
Queens and we are very 
proud of you,” Meng told 

Arvind before presenting 
him with an American flag 
flown over the U.S. Capitol 
in his honor.

“You now have a lot 
of pressure on your shoul-
ders because you are now, 
and have always been I’m 
sure, a role model for many 
young people who will fol-
low in your footsteps,” she 
said.

When it was his turn, 
Arvind shyly read from 
prepared remarks, thank-
ing Meng and Ben’s Best for 
the tribute and those who 
supported him.

“I consider myself very 
fortunate to have received 
so much love and apprecia-
tion from our community 
over the past four years. 

BY JOE ANUTA

Borough President 
Helen Marshall heard tes-
timony about a special 
permit for the $3 billion 
Willets Point redevelop-
ment project last week, but 
a judge may ultimately de-
cide whether the ambitious 
plan can move forward.

Related Cos. and Ster-
ling Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, 
were selected by the city to 
clean up and transform 23 
acres of the Iron Triangle 
currently populated by auto 
shops and junk yards into a 
new mixed-use neighbor-
hood. The first step in the 
plan is to build a hotel and 
retail along 126th Street, 
a parking lot behind and 

then a 1.4 million-square-
foot mall in the western 
parking lot of Citi Field.

The housing compo-
nent is set to replace the 
parking lot upon comple-

tion of additional ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
in 2024.

The Queens Develop-
ment Group is currently 
seeking a permit to build 
the parking lot, which must 
be approved by the City 
Planning Commission and 
the City Council.

Marshall will now 
make a recommendation 
after listening to a presen-
tation from the joint ven-
ture June 6, but even if it 
passes all levels of bureau-
cratic scrutiny, the propos-
al may still find its way to 
the courts.

The mall is proposed 
for a parking lot that sits 
on parkland leased to the 
Mets.

Lawyers Jesse Masyr (l.) 
and Ethan Goodman explain 
a $3 billion plan to clean 
and rebuild Willets Point to 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall at a recent hearing. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Najibullah Zazi exits an NYPD helicopter escorted by U.S. marshals in 2009. 
Photo courtesy NYPD

Marshall mulls Willets plan 
as litigation looms in offi ng 

Ben’s Best Deli names matzo dish 
for Baysider who won spelling bee

Queens at heart of NSA program defense
Obama invokes Flushing subway bomb plot to justify classifi ed federal surveillance initiatives

Continued on Page 54
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The city Parks Depart-

ment revealed how much 
money goes into Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park at 
a hearing last week, al-
though the answers did 
little to shed light on how 
the borough’s greenspace 
is treated in comparison to 
others in the city.

“Clearly more fund-
ing for this park is sorely 
needed, but how we achieve 
that might involve a mul-
tifaceted approach,” said 
City Councilwoman Melis-
sa Mark-Viverito (D-Man-
hattan), who ran the June 7 
hearing as the chairwoman 
of the Committee on Parks.

Some factions want 
to see a new public private 
partnership launched or 
have the park receive mon-
ey directly from concession 
and licensing agreements. 
Others want to see the city 
properly fund the park sole-
ly out of the budget.

For the first time, 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dorothy Lewandowski 
revealed that approximate-
ly $11.6 million went into 
the park in fiscal year 2013, 
although the department 
could not provide a nomi-
nal breakdown of how the 
money is spent.

Parks could also not 
provide TimesLedger 
Newspapers with similar 
estimates of Manhattan’s 
Central Park nor Brook-
lyn’s Prospect Park.

The department said 
it does not keep budgets for 
individual parks and main-
tains that the $11.6 million 
is merely an estimate that 
covers maintenance, staff-
ing and supplies as well 
as costs associated with 
the Aquatic Center, the Al 
Oerter Recreation Center, 
the World’s Fair Marina 
and the Queens Zoo.

Other documents 
could only provide clues as 
to funding levels.

For example, Parks 
paid abouty $8 million to 
the Wildlife Conservation 
Society in 2011 to operate 
zoos in Flushing Meadows 
Corona, Central and Pros-
pect parks, according to 
the society’s filings with 
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice. Some of that total was 
included in the number 
Lewandowski gave to the 
committee.

 Throughout the hear-
ing, the park was often com-
pared to Central and Pros-
pect parks. Both of those 
parks have active and well-
funded conservancies that 
maintain the greenspaces 
through a public-private 
partnership. The Central 
Park Conservancy’s annu-
al operating budget is more 
than $40 million and the 
Prospect Park Alliance’s is 
around $14 million, accord-
ing to park advocates.

As opposed to millions 
in donations that the con-
servancies receive, Flush-

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg wants the city 
to prepare for storms far 
worse than Hurricane 
Sandy, which devastated 
parts of the Rockaways and 
southern Queens.

And at  a presenta-
tion Tuesday, he outlined 
his elaborate plan on how 
to protect the city’s water-
front from future flooding 
and other effects of climate 
change.

Sandy cost the city $19 
billion in damages, but a 
storm mid-century could 
cost the Big Apple five times 
that amount, he warned.

“Whether you believe 
climate change is real or 
not is beside the point — 
we can’t run the risk,” 
Bloomberg told the crowd 
gathered at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard.

Along coastal areas, 
he called for beaches to be 
widened and sand dunes to 
be built. Part of the plan is 
to restore the natural wet-
lands in Jamaica Bay.

Breezy Point, which 
juts out into the Atlantic 
Ocean on the western tip of 
the Rockaway Peninsula, is 
slated to receive a double-
dune system, which could 
be implemented in the rest 
of the Rockaways if suc-
cessful. The placement of 
breakwaters further to the 
west of Breezy Point is also 
being considered.

Storm surge barriers 
at Newtown Creek and at 
the mouth of Jamaica Bay 
figure prominently in the 
plan as a way to prevent 
flooding from various bod-
ies of water.

“Water entering 
through these back doors 
accounted for a lot of flood 
damage. And the biggest 
back door of all, of course, 
was Jamaica Bay,” he said.

A barrier at Jamaica 
Bay would protect commu-
nities of Howard Beach and 
Broad Channel, according 
to hizzoner.

He is advocating for 
higher construction stan-

dards for new properties 
and new zoning that would 
facilitate elevation of build-
ings above the floodplain, 
as well as a $1.2 billion in-
centive program so that 
property owners, who may 
not have qualified for San-
dy relief funds, put flood 
protections into vulnerable 
sites.

Once the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s new flood maps, 
which were released Mon-
day and predict that by 2050 
up to one quarter of the 
city’s land area will be in 
the floodplain, become of-
ficial, insurance rates will 
skyrocket, the mayor said.

But those rates will 
drop significantly if a 
structure located in the 
floodplain is elevated, he 
said.

Bloomberg plans to 
call on the federal govern-
ment to give a partial re-
duction in insurance rates 
to owners who install flood-
related improvements, like 
raising electrical systems, 
even if the structure is not 
elevated.

The 430-page report, 
“A Stronger, More Resilient 
New York,” includes more 
than 250 specific recom-
mendations, such as the 
installation and reparation 
of bulkheads on the bayside 
of the Rockaway Peninsula, 
Broad Channel and How-

ard Beach.
The report lays 

out Bloomberg’s plan to 
strength 15 areas, includ-
ing utilities, fuel and food 
supply, healthcare, trans-
portation and telecommu-
nications, over the next 203 
days and into his succes-
sor’s mayoral administra-
tion.

As part of the Sandy 
plan, the city would force 
new medical facilities to be 
better prepared for flood-
ing as well as to have ac-
cess to backup power and 
other critical systems in 
the event of any weather 
emergency.

“We’ll require that ex-
isting facilities meet many 
of the same benchmarks by 
2030, and today we’re pro-
posing a $50 million incen-
tive program to help some 
of the most financially 
challenged nursing homes 
and adult care facilities 
meet those requirements 
much sooner,” he said.

Bloomberg praised 
Con Edison for investing 
in its infrastructure, which 
he credited with prevent-
ing major blackouts in the 
last few years, but said the 
benchmarks of utilities’ 
success exclude storms and 
do not take into account cli-
mate change.

“We have to hold com-
panies accountable for 
keeping the lights on, the 

phones working and the 
heat on, especially during 
emergencies,” he said.

Bloomberg also ad-
dressed the gasoline short-
age in the weeks following 
Sandy, attributing it to a 
breakdown in the regional 
supply chain. He vowed to 
hold companies account-
able in the future.

“Just because the com-
panies are located outside 
New York City doesn’t pro-
vide an excuse. We still de-
pend on them and so it’s up 
to us to work with them to 
ensure they can meet our 
needs,” Bloomberg said.

The mayor estimated 
the total cost of everything 
proposed would come to 
$19.5 billion, with nearly 
three-fourths of that figure 
already included in relief 
and city capital funding.

“Approximately $10 
billion of that is covered 
by a combination of city 
capital funding that’s al-
ready been allocated and 
federal relief and other 
monies already designated 
for the city. Another $5 bil-
lion should come from the 
federal government in sub-
sequent rounds of Sandy re-
lief that has been appropri-
ated by Congress, as well as 
through FEMA risk miti-
gation funding and other 
sources,” he said.

As for the rest, he 

A wave crashes down on Rockaway Beach before Hurricane Sandy left its mark on the peninsula. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (l.) speaks at a rally hosted by 
Make the Road New York and the Fairness Coalition ahead of an 
oversight hearing about Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Mayor lays out storm plan
Bloomberg wants dunes in Breezy Point, Jamaica Bay barrier

Parks hearing studies
Flushing Mdws funds

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36
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BY JOE ANUTA

A motorcycle enthusiast run-
ning for borough president may 
seem like the obvious choice for 
Queens gearheads, but lingering 
bitterness over a 2008 proposed 
law has the biker voting bloc 
backing rival candidates.

In the race for Borough Hall, 
one group supports City Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
while another is lining up behind 
Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans). The two lawmakers are 
in a Democratic primary with 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), businessman Everly Brown 
and former Assemblywoman Me-
linda Katz.

Vallone’s cycle credentials 
include proposing a bill that 
would give riders free parking, 
since Muni-Meter receipts are of-
ten ripped from bikes by thieves 
or stiff winds.

He has also been seen cruis-

ing on his Harley Dyna Wide 
Glide alongside city Comptroller 
and biker John Liu , after traffic 
scofflaws, at the head of char-
ity rides and at the handlebars 
dressed as Batman.

“I am supporting him and 

telling my club to keep him in 
mind when they go to the polls,” 
said Joe Sessa, president of the 
New York City Harley Owners 
Group, based out of Long Island 
City.

The club has worked with 

Vallone on the parking issue and 
also has invited him as the grand 
marshal of a rally to raise money 
to fight breast cancer that draws 
more than 300 riders. The most 
recent even was June 2, but just 
a day after Vallone’s ride, Comrie 
was also perched atop a motorcy-
cle — albeit a parked one 
— outside Borough Hall 
for a campaign rally.

The lawmaker, while 
not a motorcyclist himself, earned 
the respect of other bikers after 
opposing a 2008 bill proposed by 
Vallone that would have regu-
lated exhaust noise and allowed 
police to confiscate bikes after a 
certain number of infractions.

“Comrie, he was trying to 
help us fight it,” said Mark Brown, 
president of the Power Movez Mo-
torcycle Club, where he is known 
by his nickname “Lunatic.”

“He would be a good borough 
president because he supports 
people,” Brown said, going be-

yond his support for Comrie by 
questioning Vallone’s riding cre-
dentials.

“I heard he just started,” 
Brown said. “There’s not much of 
a biker there if he tried to make 
a law against us and then learned 
how to ride.”

Vallone’s campaign 
said the lawmaker rode 
when he was younger, took 
a break and returned to the 

road about five years ago.
In the end, the councilman 

scrapped the proposed legislation 
anyway because he could not find 
a fair way to regulate the exhaust 
noise, which he said is excessive 
in some cases.

Sessa was behind Vallone’s 
legislative quest and said that a 
fair solution should be found.

When asked by about Val-
lone’s rival, Sessa said he was not 
familiar with Comrie.

Councilmen Leroy Comrie (l.) and Peter Vallone Jr. sit behind the handlebars of 
Harley Davidson motorcycles. Photos by Christina Santucci courtesy Peter Vallone Jr.

Bikers go full-throttle into borough president election
Two motorcycle groups hope rival candidates will have easy ride to victory in September
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment ( SRX + XTS $595 Bank Fee )  plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined.
All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear
And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000/$2,000. * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 06-18-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK

Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $349 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  XTS
FWD

Automatic, Power Windows, Power Door
Locks, Back-up Camera, Bose Surround
Sound, CUE System, Power Seats, Heated
Seats, Bluetooth & Much More! 
MSRP $36,840 Limited Availability!
ATS now includes an iPad*

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$349
Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows, Power
Locks, Power Mirrors,
Power Seat, Bluetooth,

Turn by Turn Navigation
& Much More! 
MSRP $38,225

Limited Time Only!

LEASE FOR

FWD 1 SA PACKAGE

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down Payment!!! 

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $399 1st payment
& tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security
Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

$399
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$169
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $169 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Power Roof, Bluetooth, Power

Seat, Rear Park Assist,
Sideline Alert & Much More!

MSRP $23,975
Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive with Navigation

$339
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $339 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Navigation,
Leather, Power Roof, Power

Seats, Power Windows, Power
Door Locks, Back-up Camera,

Remote Starter, Park Assist,
Heated Seats & Much More!

MSRP $44,870
Limted Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$259
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $$259 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$179
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $179 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,130

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Locks, Power Seats, Rear Park
Assist, Bluetooth, CUE System,
Remote Start, Wood Trim & much
more. MSRP $45,345
Limited Time Only!
XTS now includes an iPad*

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC 
DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience
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ST. ALBANS — An off-duty NYPD 
officer shot and killed his wife last week 
before going back inside their St. Albans 
home and turning the gun on himself, 
police and neighbors said.

Police said they responded to a call 
about a woman shot on Camden Avenue 
around 7:45 p.m. June 5 and, when they 
arrived, they found the two victims. A 
gun was removed from the home, police 
said.

Neighbors identified the couple as 
Sherlon Smikle, 33, and Lana Morris, 
46.

Edward Isaac, president of the Cam-
den Avenue Block Association, said he 
knew the couple and was surprised to 
hear what had happened.

“As far as I knew, they looked like a 

happy couple,” he said. “There were no 
signs that I knew of. Maybe there was 
stuff going on, just not outwardly, you 
know?”

BLOTTER

DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECH

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING)

63 Career-Focused 
Degree and Certifi-
cate Programs in 21st 
Century Technologies

718.260.5250
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

 Fall 2013 Freshman and Transfer Direct Admission

APPLY NOW
300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  www.citytech.cuny.eduWHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

RICHMOND HILL — Authorities were looking for 
two suspects they believe tried to burn down a home 
with Molotov cocktails late last month.

Police said the two suspects — who were caught 
on surveillance video in the area — threw two Molotov 
cocktails into the yard of a home around midnight May 
24. There was no damage to the home and no injuries 
were reported, police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Molotov cocktails fail to damage home: Cops

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police are looking for two 
suspects wanted for alleg-
edly trying to burn down a 
house in Richmond Hill. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Person struck by train in Astoria dies: FDNY
ASTORIA — A man was struck and 

killed by an N train late Tuesday after-
noon in Astoria, according to the MTA 
and FDNY.

An FDNY spokeswoman said the 
department received a call around 4:15 
p.m. about a victim who was reportedly 
on the elevated tracks at Broadway and 
31st Street. Firefighters arrived on scene 
at 4:23 p.m. Fire Department and EMS 
vehicles surrounded the scene, the FDNY 
said.

According to a Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority spokeswoman, the 
man was struck by a northbound N train 
as it entered the Broadway station. He was 
pronounced dead at 4:26 p.m. by EMS of-
ficials, she said.

Witnesses said that a leg and body 
parts were spotted on the roadway. A 
spokesman for the NYPD said police have 

concluded the event was a suicide and are 
investigating the incident.

N and Q train service was suspended 
between Queensboro Plaza and Ditmars 
Boulevard in both directions for several 
hours, the MTA said.

Emergency personnel responded to an ac-
cident involving a train and a person at the 
Broadway and 31st Street station in Astoria. 

Photo courtesy Devon Schwab

Boro husband shoots wife, turns gun on self

Police tape lies outside the St. Albans home 
where neighbors say Sherlon Smikle killed 
his wife, Lana Morris, before going inside and 
committing suicide. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city public ad-

vocate race does not get 
as much attention as the 
mayoral contest does, and 
one candidate thinks the 
office needs a makeover.

“No one knows what 
the public advocate should 
do,” said Reshma Saujani, 
who is running for the of-
fice she previously worked 
in under the current pub-
lic advocate and mayoral 
candidate, Bill de Blasio.

“We’ve just seen 
Bill de Blasio and Mayor 
Bloomberg, you know 
what I mean? Mark Green, 
Giuliani. We’ve seen these 
kinds of relation-
ships,” she said.

“That’s not 
written in the char-
ter. I think that 
that’s how it’s evolved 
given that many times the 
public advocate wanted to 
be mayor. And I think that 
the public advocate should 
be the public advocate and 
advocate for the people,” 
she said. “It’s not just 
about having a press re-
lease on ‘Mayor Bloomberg 
shouldn’t be doing X.’”

The public advocate 
office was created in 1993 
as a kind of watchdog over 
the city government, and 
he or she is also next in 
line for Gracie Mansion in 
the event the mayor dies. 
While the public advocate 
can introduce legislation 
and casts the deciding vote 
in the event of a tie in the 
City Council, the position 

is largely seen as ceremo-
nial and its necessity has 
been called into question.

So far, the three pub-
lic advocates have all been 
Democrats — two of whom 
either ran or are running 
for mayor — during the 
administrations of Repub-
lican mayors.

The office is one of 
three elected citywide and 
would provide a high-pro-
file position for the city’s 
South Asians, 62 percent 
of whom live in Queens. 

“I’m the first South 
Asian that will be elected 
in the entire city,” Saujani, 
who is not from Queens, 
said. “So it’s a historic 

race for the entire 
community.”

Saujani’s par-
ents immigrated to 
Illinois from Ugan-

da two years before she 
was born, and she earned 
a master’s from Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and a degree from 
Yale Law School before go-
ing to work at a white-shoe 
firm on Wall Street.

Her first big foray into 
the political world was in 
2004 when she founded 
South Asians for Kerry, 
and in 2010 she unsuc-
cessfully challenged U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) in the Democratic 
primary.

Following the defeat, 
Saujani went on to become 
the deputy public advocate 
where she worked on a 
study of how the city could 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

LaGuardia Commu-
nity College, which seems 
to operate under the motto 
Ad Astra Per Aspera — “To 
the stars despite adversity” 
— last week heard com-
mencement speakers who 
understand that concept.

Lloyd Blankfein, 
chairman of the Wall Street 
investment banking giant 
Goldman Sachs, and Freda 
Raitelu, student represen-
tative of LaGuardia, are 
acquainted with adversity, 
which both overcame.

Blankfein grew up in 
the East New York section 
of Brooklyn, which he said 
“was and is a tough neigh-
borhood.”

He said his father 
sorted mail for the post of-
fice “at night because it 
paid 10 percent more than 
a day shift.” He told of liv-
ing in a housing project “in 
a small apartment with my 
extended family, including 
my grandmother, my sister 
and my nephew.”

“Growing up, my big-
gest goal was just to get out 
of East New York,” Blank-
fein told the graduates at 
the Javits Convention Cen-
ter in Manhattan June 6.

He said college “was 
an intimidating place for 
me,” but he graduated from 
Harvard and spent three 
more years at Harvard law 
school.

But after a few years, 
he quit his job as a lawyer.

“For the first time, 
I was feeling financially 
secure,” Blankfein said. 
“But I knew I wasn’t pas-
sionate enough about what 
I was doing. I got a new job 
at a small Wall Street firm 
and we got bought out by a 
larger firm and I ended up 
remaining at that larger 
firm – Goldman Sachs.”

Blankfein has been 
criticized for his hard-
charging leadership of 
Goldman Sachs and the 
firm’s role in the aftermath 
of the 2008 market collapse. 
His firm drew up a part-
nership with LaGuardia 

in 2010 to train potential 
entrepreneurs through its 
10,000 Small Businesses 
Program.

The 59-year-old chair-
man offered the graduates 
some advice: “Confidence 
really matters. Most of you 
have made great sacrifices 
and overcome great obsta-
cles to get where you are 
today. You built up muscles 
that others who’ve had 
an easier time don’t have. 
These muscles will serve 
you for the rest of your 
life.”

“Find a job you like,” 
Blankfein said. “Don’t let 
necessity in a given mo-
ment become the excuse for 
a lifetime of inertia. Keep 
trying to get yourself to the 
right place.

Stories of great sacri-
fice at every level are com-
mon at LaGuardia, and that 
of Freda Raitelu, 32, is only 
one such triumph.

She told the class of 
2013, “Today, we honor ev-
ery hope, every challenge 
and every setback we’ve 
ever had to endure to get 
here. Please take a moment 
to just look around you. In 
light of an increasingly 
globalized community, we 
have been privileged to 
learn and evolve as indi-
viduals on the most diverse 
campus on the planet.”

But it was not always 

thus.
Raitelu had to drop out 

of high school at the age of 
16 and five years later was 
diagnosed with kidney dis-
ease, which sentenced her 
to 10 years of dialysis.

She tried to pursue a 
college degree after earn-
ing a GED, but her condi-
tion derailed her scholastic 
efforts. Years of hardship 
followed.

On Dec. 30, 2010, she 
got a phone call for which 
she had waited for a decade: 
a match for a kidney trans-
plant. She now had a second 
chance.

Two months after 
surgery Raitelui enrolled 
at LaGuardia, sometimes 
wearing a surgical mask to 
class to avoid jeopardizing 
her health. She immersed 
herself in school, maintain-
ing a 3.862 GPA.

“My whole life has 
turned upside down” said 
Raitelu of Ridgewood.

She became the first 
community college student 
in the nation to receive 
the prestigious Student of 
the Year Award from the 
National Collegiate Hon-
ors Council. She also took 
a leading role in La Guar-
dia’s Honors Program.

She will attend Smith 
College.

As the stately strains 
of Sir Edward Elgar’s 

“Pomp and Circumstance” 
issued forth and the long 
columns of cap and gown-
clad graduates filed into the 
Javits Center, thousands of 
parents, wives, husbands, 
children and friends rose 
as one and did an about-
face, most aiming cameras.

The presentation of di-
plomas was no less joyous 
but diminished from the 
howls of joy and five-second 
shouts of thanks offered on 
stage to love ones as in some 
previous commencements.

A profile of the La-
Guardia Class of 2013:

• women 64 percent, 
men 36 percent

• 39 percent between 
ages 18 and 24, 33 percent 
between 25 and 29, 11 per-
cent between 30 and 34, 13 
percent between 35 and 44 
and 4 percent between 45 
and older.

• 32 percent Hispanic, 
21 percent Asian/Pacific 
Islander, 12 percent black 
non-Hispanic, 12 percent 
white non-Hispanic, 23 per-
cent other classifications 
or students declining to 
self-identify

• place of residence: 
67 percent live in Queens, 
14 percent in Brooklyn, 10 
percent in Manhattan, 5 
percent in the Bronx and 
elsewhere 4 percentReshma Saujani sits down in the TimesLedger Newspapers of-

fices to discuss her campaign for city public advocate. 
Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

Freda Raitelu, who graduated at the top of her class, describes her struggle with kidney disease as 
she tried to pursue a college degree. Photo by Philip Newman

Reshma makes a run 
for public advocate

Blankfein tells his life story
Goldman Sachs head urges LaGuardia CC grads to move up and out

Continued on Page 54
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OTHER VOICES

MTA needs to communicate better
Q

ueens has a major 
problem.

Public and 
private transit was 

shut down for hours on 
Cross Bay Boulevard. Bus-
es could not get through 
southbound traffic, so they 
could not use the north-
bound open roadway.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
511 service gave no infor-
mation on an extremely bad 
accident on Cross Bay Bou-
levard May 10 that stopped 
all southbound traffic.

There was no informa-
tion to help commuters.

Radio station 1010 
at 11:01 p.m. kept saying 
Cross Bay Boulevard was 
closed southbound near 
the accident. In fact, one 
northbound lane was open 
for southbound traffic. I ob-
served this situation.

When did they open 
this northbound lane to 
southbound traffic?

Why can’t we com-
municate and coordinate 
better? I am sure the MTA 
will blame the city Police 
Department for stopping 
traffic. There is no account-
ability.

When did the media 

change the traffic an-
nouncement?

The center median 
should be open more for 
crossovers and U-turn traf-
fic.

Could we get a report 
from the MTA regarding 
this incident? What was 
done to help commuters 
get home? What time did 
traffic shut down and what 
time did service resume?

Who do you call when 
a bus is late or a detour is in 
effect? We need current in-
formation for commuters.

We need to speak to a 
supervisor immediately, 

not get a useless message 21 
days later.

You can talk to a man-
ager anywhere else except 
the MTA because the MTA 
cannot and will not help the 
public.

This is why people do 
not take public transpor-
tation and another reason 
why people leave and stay 
away from Rockaway. This 
must change.

Can anyone help us?

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

GIVE QUEENS A PLACE 
AT THE TABLE

Queens and the other outerboroughs are being pushed 
to the back of the room again as another Manhattan-cen-
tric group sets the agenda. This time it’s the city Rent 
Guidelines Board, which recently proposed steep rent 
hikes for stabilized apartments around the city.

The board decided to hold a single public hearing in 
Manhattan this week rather than having its officials visit 
Queens, the Bronx or Brooklyn to hear tenants’ views be-
fore the final verdict is reached on the increases. In recent 
years, the nine-member board has rotated the hearing 
among the boroughs to give the outlanders a voice in the 
process.

The rent board has cited low turnout for the outerbor-
ough hearings as the reason behind consolidating the pro-
ceedings into one day-long session in Lower Manhattan. 
But the board’s first hearing last month, recommending 
rent hikes of between 3.25 percent and 6.25 percent for one-
year leases and between 5 percent to 9.5 percent for two-
year leases, drew howls of protest from tenant groups.

The debate over the hefty increases was expected to 
draw larger numbers of tenants this year from Queens’ 
144,000 rent-stabilized apartments, but getting to a Man-
hattan hearing posed a problem for many job holders.

And it should be noted that Queens has the second 
highest median rent in the city, with the rate for rent-sta-
bilized apartments at $1,230 a month vs. $1,295 for Manhat-
tan, according to the 2011 stats from the Furman Center 
for Real Estate and Public Policy.

Queens deserves to have a place at the table as do the 
Bronx and Brooklyn, even if the Rent Guidelines Board 
visits these boroughs just every two or three years. Ask-
ing the people who do not live in Manhattan to cross the 
rivers to negotiate solely in the heart of Gotham is a little 
high-handed.

And that may be why Queens residents call the span 
stretching over the East River the Queensborough Bridge 
rather than the 59th Street Bridge, as it is known on the 
other side. But then Ed Koch got into the act and now the 
bridge is named after a Bronx native who spent much of his 
adult life in a rent-controlled apartment in Manhattan.

Where is the justice for Queens?
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Disapproval vote has more weight in Willets Pt. plan
An open letter to Bor-

ough President Helen Mar-
shall:

P
lease consider this 
letter as a supple-
ment to my remarks 
before you on June 

6 concerning the Willets 
Point application. I am 
placing on the record what 
I believe is a misconception 
about what is relevant in 
your decision process. You 
appear to believe the 22-18 
Community Board 7 vote is 
relevant, but not the nega-
tive CB 3 vote of 30-1 with 
one abstention.

I believe you are in-
correct both under the law 
and on common sense prin-
cipals, which one hopes 
always is relevant to deci-
sions.

A 1.4 million-square-
foot shopping mall at Citi-
Field would have a greater 

impact upon the 250,000 
residents of CB 3 than those 
in CB 7, which stretches 
as far away as Whitestone. 
Pursuant to its right under 
the Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure rules, CB 3 
called for a hearing on the 
matter and at which time 
the CB 3 chairperson gave 
a full presentation of the 
applicant’s case.

After a full discus-
sion, CB 3 rejected the ap-
plication. ULURP Section 
2-3, which permits involve-
ment of other community 
boards, makes it clear the 
relevancy of the CB 3 vote. 
If we add the votes of CBs 
3 and 7, there are 48 votes 
against the application and 
23 in favor. Under the rules, 
CB 3’s vote must be consid-
ered on an equal footing 
with that of CB 7 and, given 
its closer proximity, given 

greater consideration.
As borough president, 

your constituents are not 
those in just one small 
area, but all of Queens. 
When a land use change is 
being sought, relevant to 
that change is any fallout it 
may cause. Fallout may be 
purely local. If the corner 
grocer wants to enlarge a 
parking area for his or her 
customers, that would be 
an example of a minor fall-
out limited to a small area.

A 1.4 million-square-
foot shopping mall, which 
the applicant testified 
would attract a borough-
wide area, is an example 
of a boroughwide fallout 
that has great relevancy. 
I am sure you understand 
the CB 7 vote is not the last 
word on the subject. If it is, 
what would be the point of a 
subsequent public hearing? 

And I am sure you would 
agree if you believed a com-
munity board approval on 
a particular matter was for 
a variety of reasons wrong 
you would not be obligated 
to accept it.

It follows both under 
the law and common sense 
principles that you must 
give weight to a 48-vote dis-
approval as compared to a 
23-vote affirmative.

I also make reference 
to your misplaced concern 
about cleaning up Willets 
Point. The 2008 approved 
Willets Point plan is alive 
and can be accomplished 
without a huge shopping 
mall at Citi-Field. The mall 
has nothing to do with the 
original approved Willets 
Point plan, and injection of 
the mall is simply the result 
of political shenanigans 
that must be rejected.

Furthermore, you 
should not allow making 
a mockery of the ULURP 
process by permitting the 
applicant to pursue a so-
called minor change to the 
2008 plan when in fact it is 
a cover-up for the shopping 
mall, the latter without a 
ULURP. You are aware Citi 
Field is on Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park land. A 
change from a parking 
area to a huge shopping 
mall is an enormous land 
use change that dictates a 
ULURP process.

Here again the ap-
plicant pretends that is 
not required because all 
it seeks is a minor change 
to the 2008 plan, ignoring 
the plain fact it results in 
a mall. It is your obligation 
to insist upon a ULURP for 
the mall including litigat-
ing it, if necessary.

The application before 
you consists of falsehoods 
and political backroom 
deals and has no merit, con-
tributes nothing new to the 
2008 Willets Point plan and 
is an outrageous taxpayer 
rip-off.

You are about to end 
your public service. You 
have an opportunity to 
leave a legacy, one that 
demonstrates your com-
mitment to the people of 
Queens and not a coalition 
of big business and back-
room shady politics.

Do not be a party to 
that, reject the application 
and leave a worthwhile 
legacy.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Ban fruit-fl avored liquors in N.Y.
An open letter to the 

state Legislature and the 
City Council:

I 
am writing to urge all 
honorable legislators in 
New York City and the 
state to propose a bill 

which would make illegal 
the manufacture, distribu-
tion and sale of any liquors 
which are deceptively ad-
vertised as soft drinks or 
flavored with fruit juices.

A prime example of 
such a duplicitous product 
is Captain Morgan Long 
Island Iced Tea, which does 
not contain tea derivatives 
but rather a mix of rum, 
vodka, tequila and gin, all 
alcohols. Another example 
would be the plethora of 
fruit-flavored vodka sor-
bets.

Recent psychological 
research studies on the ef-
fects of soft drink product 
labels, letters and words 
upon taste have shown that 
pleasant words, for exam-
ple, are unconsciously as-
sociated as an implicit taste 
preference, which is subse-

quently reflected as an ex-
plicit preference for the la-
beled product (“Predictive 
validity of the implicit as-
sociation test in studies of 
brands, consumer attitude, 
and behavior,” “Journal 
of Consumer Psychology” 
[2004]).

Further, since taste is 
a compounding of primary 
taste sensations, the mix of 
non-alcoholic substances 
essentially masks the alco-
holic taste sensation as a 
pleasant secondary percep-
tion, which contingently 
reinforces the operant be-
havior of alcohol drinking 
under the behavior analyt-
ic theory.

If flavored cigarettes 
have been banned from the 
retail market by the Coun-
cil, since their fruit flavors 
are ploys to addict teen 
smokers despite the ini-
tial taste of tobacco, then 
similarly any alcoholic 
products — liquors, wines, 
liqueurs and champagnes 
— which rely upon fruit-
flavored mixes, should also 

be prohibited.
Although the rapac-

ity of the state Liquor Au-
thority and the state and 
local treasuries upon the 
citizenry through the con-
sumption of this biologi-
cal poison is just as legal 
a business as Al Capone’s 
bootlegging enterprise, the 
first steps toward total abo-
lition of alcohol manufac-
ture, distribution and re-
tail should be the banning 
of duplicitous-labeled booze 
and fruit-flavored alcoholic 
beverages.

Are the state and lo-
cal governments ethically 
promoting the health and 
welfare of the people, or are 
they aggrandizing the cor-
porate bootleggers, middle-
men and local liquor mer-
chants? We want the first 
answer to this question 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

Sequester hurts gov’t workers
I 

am a member of the 
American Federation 
of Government Employ-
ees and a hardworking 

federal employee at the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in New York City. 
I work on a daily basis as 
a compliance specialist 
protecting the public from 
violations of environmen-
tal law.

I received a notice in 
April that I would be fur-
loughed — i.e., sent home 
without pay for seven days 
this year, a personal finan-
cial loss of more than $2,100 
I cannot afford, due to the 
sequester.

I am concerned about 
the impact on my family, 
our troops and small busi-
nesses in my community. 
The president and Republi-

cans agreed to the seques-
ter in order to force them 
to work out a debt deal in 
2012.

Congress remains grid-
locked and the sequester is 
in effect. These sequester 
cuts are indiscriminate 
and will end up hurting the 
public. How does the gov-
ernment expect us to keep 
our water supplies and air 
clean if we are not present 
to deal with violations and 
emergencies? How can we 
serve our troops properly 
when the U.S. Department 
of Defense furloughs its em-
ployees? What about hous-
ing assistance?

There is no help in 
sight because the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development is fur-
loughing its employees. 

While political chess re-
duces my pay, my expenses 
remain the same or worse. 
My job is now at risk. I still 
have to pay the mortgage 
and bills and put food on 
the table. If I am unable to 
pay my bills due to this new 
financial hardship, I could 
lose my security clearance 
and get fired.

How does this keep 
our nation safe and secure? 
Have lawmakers thought 
about how these furloughs 
will affect the local econo-
my?

Congress needs to do 
its job instead of stopping 
us from doing ours.

Paul Sacker
Little Neck

CORRECTION
An article in the May 31-June 6 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers should have stated Danielle De 
Stefano plans to run as an Independent Party candidate. She has also been endorsed by the Conserva-
tive Party in the race to fi ll City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr.’s seat.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

3 

NE

12

R
elations between 
the United States 
and Cuba were very 
strained. On July 

6, 1960, President Dwight 
Eisenhower slashed the Cu-
ban sugar quota by 700,000 
tons, virtually eliminating 
it, and sending Fidel Castro 
into a rage.

Retaliation was not 
long in coming. On July 
30, Charles W. Wiley, a Kew 
Gardens newsman and 
Havana correspondent for 
WOR radio-television, was 
arrested by Havana police 
and held incommunicado. 
The radio station filed stiff 
protests to be delivered 

by the U.S. ambassador 
in Cuba and Henry Cabot 
Lodge, ambassador to the 
United Nations.

●

In Flushing, a dozen 
members of the Religious 
Society of Friends held a 
six-hour demonstration in 
opposition to the manufac-
ture of germ weapons at the 
Friends Meeting House, at 
137-16 Northern Blvd.

The demonstration’s 
purpose was to educate 
Flushingites about the 
weapons manufacture at 
Fort Detrick in Frederick, 
Md., where members of the 
Friends had been stand-

ing in line — the Quaker’s 
method of picketing — for 
more than a year.

●

As the Independence 
Day holiday came to an end, 
two elderly Astoria men, 
Frederick Sess and John 
Rescigno, were found dead 
in the beer bottle-littered 
basement apartment they 
shared on Hoyt Avenue.

On July 6, the Star-
Journal reported that Fred-
erick Wood, a convicted 
murderer who had been pa-
roled only a month earlier 
and then arrested in Man-
hattan for parole violation, 
had confessed to the Asto-
ria murders. Wood was pa-
roled in June after serving 
17 years of a 20-year-to-life 
sentence.

Why was Wood pa-
roled? Gov. Nelson Rock-
efeller ordered state Parole 
Board Chairman Russell 

G. Oswald to submit a com-
plete report on the handling 
of Wood’s case.

“I guess you’d just have 
to say we made a mistake 
on this one,” Oswald admit-
ted. “I say that with a lot of 
heartbreak.”

●

On July 27, about 8,000 
city Sanitation Department 
workers failed to show up 
for work in protest over a 
breakdown in contract ne-
gotiations between their 
union and the city. More 
than 5,000 of them marched 

on City Hall and refused to 
return to work unless their 
demands were met.

The next day, only one 
garbage truck, operating in 
the Elmhurst area with a 
police escort, was operating 
in Queens. Six truck-drawn 
trash receptacles were 
picking up garbage from 
Queens hospitals. Only 23 
other trucks, also guarded 
by police, were picking up 
garbage in other boroughs.

Fortunately, an agree-
ment to end the action was 
reached July 29 and, city-
wide, sanitation men only 
had to remove 16,000 tons of 
accumulated garbage.

●

According to a 1959 
survey, Queens families 
earned more money than 
the average American fam-
ily. Each Queens family 
earned an average of $8,132, 
compared to the national 

average of $6,385 and the 
New York state average of 
$7,371.

The Queens “quality of 
market index” — based on 
population, expenditures, 
incomes and economic 
growth prospects — was 
112, or 12 percent higher 
than the national average.

●

Queens moviegoers 
saw “The Apartment,” 
starring Jack Lemmon and 
Shirley MacLaine; “Hercu-
les Unchained,” starring 
Steve Reeves; “Please Don’t 
Eat the Daisies,” starring 
Doris Day and David Niv-
en; and “Pillow Talk,” star-
ring Doris Day and Rock 
Hudson.

Alfred Hitchcock’s 
classic “Psycho” began its 
run. Jerry Lewis appeared 
at Loew’s Valencia theater 
in Jamaica to promote his 
latest film, “The Bellboy.”

Quakers protest germ weapons in Flushing during 1960

Political scandals make even good electeds look bad

N
ot long after my 
family moved from 
Borough Park, 
Brooklyn, into our 

attached bungalow home on 
57th Avenue in Elmhurst, I 
learned Queens was fre-
quently referred to as the 
“Forgotten Borough.” To 
most New Yorkers, we were 
in that place somewhere 
east of Manhattan and 
north of Brooklyn and we 
did not count for much.

The Forgotten Bor-
ough, I have learned from 
the media, has been Stat-
en Island for a number of 
years. With about 2.2 mil-
lion inhabitants, Queens, if 
a city, would be the fourth 
largest in the nation. We 

are the county with the 
most diverse population in 
the United States, if not the 
world.

What might we be 
called today?

Could “Rotten Bor-
ough” describe what oth-
ers — and perhaps we — 
think about the political 
scandals which seem to be 
a trademark today? Queens 
is innovative and bribery 
or fraud are features that 
seem to distinguish too 
much of our borough.

I will not recount all 
the current scandals, since 
by the time you read this 
more may have accumu-
lated. We live in an age of 
technological progress, 
which permits us to record 
each others’ words instant-
ly, often to the detriment of 
speakers.

I find it hard enough to 
keep up with the trials and 
tribulations of our elected 
and appointed officials. 
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside), who has spoken 
out about these matters, 
has been so articulate that 
one of his comments was 
the Quotation of the Day 
on Page 2 of The New York 
Times recently. But it is 
a sad day when a truthful 
statement by a local official 
is cited because it speaks 
out about corruption in his 
own legislative body.

One of the saddest as-
pects of these scandals is 
that they are harmful to the 
public perception of public 
servants. For a quarter of a 
century my father worked 
for the city Sanitation De-
partment. When we lived 
in Elmhurst, he traveled by 
subway five days a week to 
his job in Manhattan.

After he died, I went 
with my mother to do the 
paperwork on his pension, 
at the department head-
quarters downtown. When 
we were finished, we were 
asked to see the commis-
sioner, Andrew Mulrain. 

He had started in public 
service with my father and 
wanted to thank us for the 
job my father had done. He 
mentioned that my father 
could have “gone far” in the 
department but that he had 
never wanted to be a boss. 
It was a touching, personal 
recognition of my father’s 
public service.

There are millions of 
public servants in our bor-
ough, city, state and nation 
who work for us every day 
and they deserve thanks. I 
have met many of them. To 
have them smeared with 

the slime of officials who 
care for their bank accounts 
before their constituents is 
terrible.

A late and longtime 
friend of ours was a politi-
cal leader in Flushing. His 
sharp sense of humor led 
him to comment, “Never 
vote for an incumbent. 
Throw the rascals out!” 
Joking, of course, espe-
cially about his own candi-
dates, but there was a layer 
of truthful irony in those 
comments.

Sometimes politics 
can be funny. If memory 

serves, some years ago, 
there was a vacancy in the 
City Council in a western 
Queens district. The politi-
cal leaders could not decide 
on a candidate. Finally, one 
of them said, “Why not give 
it to my kid?” The kid was 
a local bartender with no 
government experience. He 
got the nomination and was 
elected.

But his short term was 
not marred by a scandal!

Today, it would seem, 
one must be careful to 
talk to public officials. 
Watch for signs of record-
ing equipment. Dangling 
wires? Tones going off? 
Strange beeps and invita-
tions to have a drink in 
their homes? Beware!

Ah, for the days when 
we were the Forgotten Bor-
ough ....

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit And 
Look Out

A survey found 
Queens families in 
1959 earned more 
than the average 
American family.

Queens is innovative and bribery 
or fraud are features that seem to 

distinguish too much of our borough.
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LICP Spring Gathering
Thursday, June 20, 6 – 8 PM

The Foundry, 42-38 9th Street, LIC

Join us for wine, hors d’ouevres, and networking. 

Register at www.licpartnership.org.
Sponsors include: Atlantic Maintenance Corp., Bartleby & Sage Event Planning, Douglas Elliman Real Estate,  

the Newtown Creek Group, and York Scaffold Equipment Corp.

Hold the date: LICP Annual B-to-B Trade Show & Luncheon, November 13, 2013

Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

wise, upper-middle-
class friend told me 
her children will not 
inherit anything be-

cause their private school 
and college tuitions gob-
bled it all up. Let’s face it: 
We have a public education 
crisis of epic proportions.

For the lower classes, 
who strive to make sure 
their children do better 
than they did, the Ameri-
can Dream is fading.

For the middle class 
and upper-middle class, the 
choice is either to trade off 
a potential retirement or 
consign one’s children to 
decades of debt in order to 
receive a strong education.

New York City’s pub-
lic schools have been on a 

downward cycle for almost 
five decades and, although 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion made modest strides in 
the past decade in certain 
areas, the usually confident 
mayor recently told The At-
lantic “we didn’t move the 
needle enough.”

His successor will have 
to move the needle dramati-
cally and quickly to ensure 
we do not allow another 
generation of kids to fail by 
dropping out, failing to be 
college-ready or failing to 
have the skills necessary 
for a 21st-century job.

The high school gradu-
ation rate is up from 45 
percent to 60 percent since 
Bloomberg took office, but 
three quarters of those who 
graduate and enter our city 
university system need re-
medial education.

The city has created 
more than 100 charter 
schools in underserved 
neighborhoods, offering 
parents choices where none 

existed before. More than 
50,000 kids are on waiting 
lists for charter schools, a 
good sign they are a desir-
able option for parents who 
live in neighborhoods with 
failing public schools.

But charter schools 
only serve 50,000 kids in 
New York, less than 5 per-
cent of the population of 
school-aged children. And 
the amount of political du-
eling that has resulted from 
charter school openings 
in middle-class neighbor-
hoods and their co-location 
with other public schools 
has detracted from the need 
to focus on teacher training 
and professional develop-
ment at all public schools.

Our next mayor must 
pick a city schools chancel-
lor who can win over the 
city’s parents, be a cham-
pion for teacher training 
and demand principals be 
master instructors whose 
evaluations of teachers are 
respected and welcomed.

We need a mayor who 
will build a world-class net-
work of career and techni-
cal high schools that will 
reduce drop-out rates and 
lead to well-paying jobs for 
our most disaffected learn-
ers.

We need a mayor who 
will focus less on clos-
ing “failing” schools and 
more on rebuilding our 
crumbling public schools, 
expand broadband capabil-
ities, incorporate technol-
ogy into teaching and rely 
less on constant testing and 
measuring.

Unfortunately, none 
of the current field of may-
oral candidates has offered 
a plan for fixing our public 
school problem.

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) has spoken about 
“teacher mentoring” pro-
grams, but she has provid-
ed few other specifics on 
how she would deviate from 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 

top-down approach.
City Public Advocate 

Bill de Blasio’s plan to ex-
pand early childhood edu-
cation is a worthy goal, but 
then he ruins it by saying 
he would fund it through a 
tax on the wealthy — a non-
starter Albany would never 
greenlight.

Anthony Weiner has 
offered only platitudes and 
shallow ideas on education, 
and his plan to eliminate 
parent coordinators in the 
schools will further antago-
nize disaffected parents.

Bill Thompson has a 
solid background in edu-
cation — he was president 
of the city Board of Educa-
tion in the 1990s — and the 
support of the state Regents 
Chancellor Meryl Tisch, 
but so far he has not articu-
lated a coherent plan to im-
prove our schools dramati-
cally.

John Catsimatidis has 
been the only candidate 
touting the need for restor-

ing technical education, but 
he needs to spell out how he 
would implement and fund 
that idea.

And Joe Lhota’s edu-
cation ideas have not been 
fully formed yet either.

After public safety, 
public education is the most 
important issue of the 2013 
mayoral campaign. Clear-
ly, the eager civic students 
dashing for City Hall have 
a lot of homework to do.

They all deserve a 
grade of incomplete.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State media, was 
a Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
the race to return to the pri-
vate sector. Reach him at tal-
lon@cityandstateny.com

Mayoral hopefuls have homework to do on edu. policies 
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Isaac Sasson shelved his 

bid for City Councilman James 
Gennaro’s (D-Fresh Meadows) 
seat this week after dropping 
nearly $100,000  of his own money 
into the race.

The retired cancer research-
er and lottery winner released a 
statement through his campaign 
Tuesday afternoon.

“Isaac Sasson, Democratic 
candidate for City Council in the 
24th Council District in Queens, 
announced today that he is end-
ing his campaign for public of-
fice. Isaac will be focusing his ef-
forts on his philanthropy and his 
related positions in the Orthodox 
Jewish community,” the state-
ment said.

At the outset of his run, Sas-
son had pledged to fund his own 
campaign.

Consequently, he raised just 
$281 from seven people, the lowest 
amount out of the rest of the field, 
which includes former state As-
semblyman Rory Lancman, Bri-
arwood community activist An-

drea Veras, Mujib Rahman and 
lawyer Alexander Blishteyn. 

Instead, Sasson spent nearly 
$89,522 of his own money on ad-
vertising, consulting fees and 
election materials, according to 
data from the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board.

Sasson’s exit means that 
some votes from the Orthodox 
Jewish community may be up for 
grabs.

During his April 28 
kickoff event, Sasson in-
corporated several reli-
gious elements into his 
speech and was endorsed by a 
number of  rabbis from the area.

Morton Povman, the former 
councilman who represented the 
district from 1971-2001, also re-
peatedly pledged his support for 
Sasson’s candidacy at the event, 
but stressed it was not simply be-
cause of religion.

“I want everyone to know 
that we’re not considering Isaac 
the Jewish candidate,” Povman 
said at the time, “because there 
are other Jewish candidates in 
this race.”

And Povman eventually de-
cided to go with another Jewish 
contender, because a day before 
Sasson bowed out, the former 
lawmaker changed course and 
endorsed Lancman for the seat.

Sasson’s absence from the 
race means that Lancman, who 
has been endorsed by the Queens 
Democratic Party, is now the 
frontrunner in terms of fund-

raising with more than 
$100,000 in the bank.

Blishteyn, who is run-
ning as a Republican and 
is set to have a campaign 

event with Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) and former 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner, has about 
$13,000 raised.

Rahman, who ran a heated 
campaign as a Republican against 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) in 2009, has 
raised about $4,000.

 Veras, a Democrat and com-
munity activist who has tackled 
crime and vandalism issues in 
her neighborhood, has raised 
about $7,000.

Isaac Sasson is no longer seeking to replace City Councilman James Gennaro.

Sasson scraps bid for Gennaro’s Council seat

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

 Dental 
Implants
FREE CONSULTATION

New Patients First Visit

Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Screening, 
X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE

(718)(718)

Where the best smiles are createdWhere the best smiles are created

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES)

ALL DONE
IN ONE DAY

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

            FREE
PARKING

   - Lab on Premises
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY LISA AUTZ

The gymnasium at PS 
101 in Forest Hills Gardens 
roared with students from 
nine different schools in 
Queens, each rooting for 
their team to win the com-
petition — not of basketball, 
but ballroom dancing.

The competitors 
banged on the gymnasium 
floor while shouting their 
team color at fellow class-
mates dancing classics like 
merengue and tango at the 
Dancing Classrooms’ Rain-
bow Team Match Tuesday.

The dancing couples 
shook their hips feverishly 
to the steps that have been 
ingrained in them after 
four months of practice. Af-
ter about an hour and a half 
of couples showing off their 
dance moves in the foxtrot, 

the rumba, salsa, the tango 
and swing, the two win-
ning schools, the yellow 
team from PS 160 in South 
Jamaica and the pink team 
from PS 134 in Hollis, took 
home gold ribbons.

“I can’t believe I got 
the gold,” said Kimberly 
Narain, winning fifth-
grader from PS 160.

“Dancing is great, but 
following the steps keeps 
up the good work,” said 
Errol White, a fifth-grade 
winner from PS 134.

“Twenty lessons, two 
times a week. Each lesson 
is about 55 minutes long,” 
said Jermaine Garden, 
principal of PS 160 Walter 
Francis Bishop in South 
Jamaica.

Garden, a believer in 
the arts, has had the ball-
room dancing program at 

his school for seven years 
and believes ballroom 
dancing helps in educating 
the whole child. This is the 
school’s second year to ad-
vance in the competition.

After long practices 
by students at all academic 
levels, 10 to 12 of the best 
ballroom dancers are cho-
sen from each fifth-grade 
class to compete.

“The biggest accom-
plishment is getting them 
to even touch each other in 
the beginning,” said Guir-
lande Zetrenne, a PS 160 
classroom teacher. “They 
have to learn to trust each 
other. Some of these chil-
dren have emotional and 
social difficulties and it re-
ally helps them break down 
barriers. It’s a great thing.”

Then the work begins 

Two SE Queens schools  
win ballroom dance gold

Must be 18 years of age or older to play 

New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
���������	
������������������ 

 

Scan for Gaming info:

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take A or Q37. Free 

shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd Station EJZ LIRR 

Continued on Page 54
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Come in today  
and get your  
FREE* gift!

* Free without obligation  
while supplies last.

Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York (HIPIC) and EmblemHealth 
Services Company, LLC, are EmblemHealth companies. Coverage subject to an application and meeting program eligibility criteria. For 
more information about Medicaid Managed Care and Family Health Plus programs, call New York Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678. 
For more information about Child Health Plus, Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 1-855-693-6765. Some 
children who had employer-based health insurance within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll 
in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage.

NOW I CAN.
MEDICAID MANAGED CARE 

OFFERED BY EMBLEMHEALTH.
ENROLLMENT CENTERS  

NEAR YOU:

Flushing North Medical Offices

140-15 Sanford Ave 
1st Floor, Area G
Flushing, NY 11355
Languages Spoken: 
English/Chinese/Korean/Spanish

Elmhurst Medical Offices

86-15 Queens Boulevard
Elmhurst, NY 11373
Languages Spoken:  
English/Spanish/Hindi/Urdu

Astoria Medical Offices

31-75 23rd Street 
2nd Floor 
Astoria, NY 11106
Languages Spoken:  
English/Spanish/Hindi/Urdu

FULL RANGE of primary care doctors and specialists, including dentists

ONE OF THE LARGEST networks in our New York  
service area — means greater access to care

EASY TO APPLY by calling or visiting an enrollment center

You may qualify for New York State-sponsored FREE 

OR LOW-COST health care coverage.

Es posible que usted califique para la cobertura de atención médica  
de bajo costo o gratuita patrocinada por el Estado de Nueva York.

SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE. 

CALL 1-888-432-8032  
(TTY/TDD: 711) OR VISIT  
flushingnews.nowicanhealth.com

EmblemHealth received the HIGHEST OVERALL  

SCORE of all Medicaid plans in the New York State 

Department of Health’s 2012 Quality Incentive Program.

I couldn’t see the 
doctor unless it was 
an emergency.
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When was the last time you said, “I want to go to the hospital?”  If you 
are like most people, you don’t want to be hospitalized if you can avoid it.

However, when you do need hospital care, and you want to feel better, 
you and your doctor want to choose the place where you can trust you 
will find a higher level of care and strong results.  

The Joint Commission – THE authority in health care facility  
accreditation, conducts this survey. The survey reviews safety, quality 
and security for every health facility in the United States.   

We are proud of our medical staff, administration, and employees. They have 
earned this survey result with what they do here each and every day – on our 
main campus and across our more than two dozen community medicine 
facilities and primary care practice sites across the great boro of Queens. 

And, we take this opportunity to share this news with our patients, our 
future patients, and the thousands of physicians who refer patients to us.  

See how we can help you feel better.  Visit us online at nyhq.org or call 
800-282-6684 to make an appointment with a member of our medical staff.

If you want to read more about how the Joint Commission evaluates 
health care facilities, go to www.jointcommission.org

© New York Hospital Queens

NYHQ Posts  
Excellent Results in  
Joint Commission  

Accreditation Survey

“We have great news here at New York Hospital Queens.  
In our latest Joint Commission accreditation survey  

we performed among the top handful of hospitals across  
the country surveyed in this period.”

© New York Hospital Queens

369721
NORTHSHOREANIM
BW 3 x 2.64

Report may exonerate 
convicted child rapist

BY PHIL CORSO

More than two de-
cades later, the reputation 
of a convicted Long Island 
child molester might be 
wiped clean by the end of 
this month.

Arnold and Jesse 
Friedman were arrested 
in May 1989 on multiple 
charges of child molesta-
tion and have since been at 
the center of a widely pub-
licized legal battle attempt-
ing to clear their names of 
crimes they say they never 
committed.

And that might be ex-
actly what they get since 
the Nassau County district 
attorney’s office said it will 
release a report by June 28 
that could finally exonerate 
the subject of the popular 
documentary “Capturing 
the Friedmans.”

In 1989, then-19-year-
old Jesse Friedman plead-
ed guilty to 243 charges 
that involved the abuse of 
students in an after-school 
computer class taught by 
his father Arnold, a retired 
Bayside High School sci-
ence teacher, in their Great 
Neck, L.I., home. An inves-
tigation found that child 
porn was being mailed to 
the elder Friedman at their 
home, which prompted po-
lice questioning with the 
8-to-10-year-olds who were 
in the computer class.

The younger Friedman 
served 13 years in prison 

before being paroled in 2001 
and is now a registered sex 
offender. His father killed 
himself in prison in 1995.

After he was released 
from prison, Jesse Fried-
man appealed his case, cit-
ing illegitimate methods 
of retrieving information 
from the alleged victims. 
He said he pleaded guilty 
to avoid a life sentence, and 
many of the alleged victims 
have since come forward to 
say the crimes were never 
committed.

“I don’t want to believe 
the children set out to tell 
lies about me,” Jesse Fried-
man said in a 2012 written 
statement of his case. “It’s 
difficult to accept that the 
police intended to send an 
innocent person to prison. 
They presupposed the chil-
dren had been molested and 
conducted their interviews 
in a manner they believed 
was right.”

The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals initially upheld his 
conviction, but urged fur-
ther investigation.

Later on, Nassau Dis-
trict Attorney Kathleen 
Rice assembled a team 
of experts back in 2010 to 
formally review the high-
profile case to take a closer 
look at the Friedmans’ 
claims.

“This investigation 
involves a unique set of cir-
cumstances, so we designed 
an equally unique process 
that we believe will enable 
the fair and efficient evalu-
ation of the case,” Rice said. 
“Nobody knows whether or 
not our reinvestigation will 
upend Jesse Friedman’s 
guilty plea or corroborate 
it, but what we do know 
is that our review will be 
completely transparent 
and thorough and we will 
ensure that the system has 
done everything it can to 
determine the truth.”

A 2003 Academy 
Award-nominated docu-
mentary called “Capturing 
the Friedmans” brought 
the case into the spotlight.

The attention on 
the Friedman case also 
prompted St. Francis Col-
lege sociology professor 
Emily Horowitz to author a 
42-page look at the charges, 
offering what she called a 
societal context of the hys-
teria surrounding the case. 
The paper included new tes-
timony from witnesses who 
said they were coerced into 
making false accusations.

Jesse Friedman poses for 
a portrait in his lawyer’s 
New York office in 2004. 

AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File

Forest Park Buddy
Monument Plaza
Myrtle Ave & Park Lane South
Woodhaven, NY • SAT JUNE 15 
12PM – 4PM

A Cooperative Adoption Program of 
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT A PET
Animal Care & Control and North Shore Animal League America

Like us on Facebook.com/
TheAnimalLeague
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FLEXIBLE IN-BRANCH PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS2

0.70APY 1

%
12-MONTH CD

0.35APY 1

%
6-MONTH CD

Earn the stated APYs if you have, or open, any interest-bearing Checking account.

SOL  D RATE
L  Q U I D  C DN

YC
B

Open a My Community Interest Checking account 
and get a promotional dining discount card.3 

(See terms and conditions below)
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BY PHIL CORSO

Another restaurant operated 
by the city Parks Department on 
the site once occupied by Caffe on 
the Green should open under a 
new name later this month, man-
agement said.

Vivaldi Ristorante has taken 
the last several months renovat-
ing the entire interior to reflect 
its new attitude in a spot where 
turnover has been fairly rapid in 
the past five years. The new Ital-
ian restaurant and ballroom will 
be the latest installment at the 
201-10 Cross Island Pkwy. location 
after its last tenant, Patrizia’s, 
closed earlier this year.

Doors should open to the pub-
lic later this month, management 
at the restaurant said, which was 
a bit later than originally antici-
pated. Back in March, the city 
Parks Department announced 
the site’s new ownership as 123 
Restaurant Group, whose prin-
cipals are Paul Nicaj and George 
Makkos, with an expected open-

ing date in mid-May.
But because of pending per-

mits and ongoing renovations on 

the inside, Vivaldi’s opening was 
pushed back a bit.

Nicaj and Makkos also op-

erate Battery Gardens in Bat-
tery Park under their restaurant 
group name. Makkos has also 
served as an operator for Flush-
ing’s Terrace on the Park.

Before the change in owner-
ship, Patrizia’s of Bayside had 
operated at the location for about 
a year after it replaced another 
upscale restaurant called Valen-
tino’s on the Green. Its original 
managers, Giacomo and Gennaro 
Alaio, said Patrizia’s opened up 
to rave reviews, but eventually 
scaled down its offerings to only 
catering and closed its lunch and 
dinner services.

Before that, the site was 
known for many years as Caffe on 
the Green, when it was operated 
by Joe Franco, who lost the con-
cession in January 2009.

A Parks Department spokes-
man said a tough economy was 
the ultimate reason for Patrizia’s 
demise, but the new ownership 
should be successful because of 
its track record throughout the 
city.

The new restaurant will have 
an Italian-style menu and decor 
with a Mediterranean twist, man-
agement said. Its new interior is 
bright and welcoming with wood-
en furniture, a fireplace and the 
signature bar that was virtually 
left untouched.

Seating will also be offered 
outside on the building’s patio 
overlooking the nearby Clearview 
Golf Course.

The new restaurant will 
operate under a 17-year license 
agreement, Parks said. It will be 
open seven days a week and will 
offer lunch, dinner and catering 
services, management said.

The Parks Department op-
erates the concession and said 
the new owners will assume the 
existing lease under its existing 
terms, as was done in previous 
changes at the site.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Parks concession prepares for new beginning in Bayside
Vivaldi Ristorante readies to replace Patrizia’s with anticipated grand opening later this month

The restaurant’s outdoor patio overlooks the green Clearview golf course near-
by. Photo by Phil Corso

Factory Store

Serving Long Island Since 1997

Magnesium TM

SAVE $150
REG. Price $39999

Sweet 16 Price
$24999

SAVE $100
REG. Price $39999

Sweet 16 Price
$29999

TOUCH Bagless
with On Board Tools

Swivel SteeringNEW

We also 
carry Miele 
vacuums.

Visit us on the web 
www.oreckli.com

Glen Cove Rd. & Westbury Ave.
516–873–6732

    WE REPAIR 
ALL BRANDS

Celebrating Our Sweet 16

TUNE UP – SAVE $10 NOW $59 
 ORECK ONLY

    W   
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sponsored by

Or Follow us on 
@baysidebid

                    Bayside Village BID

Check out your favorite salons, 
shops, restuarants and bars 
for weekly specials to kick off 
your summer weekend.  For  a  
complete list of participating 
businesses and specials visit: 

www.baysidevillage.net
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BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”

Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

NO

TAX$159
$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

•8-Coat Paint Finish

•Adjustable Saddle

•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal

•Double Insulated Glass

•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM

FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Reg $389.00

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,

STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

SAVE THIS AD

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door

New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas

•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal

•Removal of All Debris

•Custom Made to Size

•7/8” Double Insulated Glass

•1/2 Screen Included

•New Interior Stop Moulding

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$

NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

Sale Prices Valid June 1st through June 30th

Starting at 

3695

1995

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

NO
SALES
TAX!

FREE in Home
Estimates

ROOFING SIDING

22

3695

1995
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

TL

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)

N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.

Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

BBB A+ RATING
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BY JOE ANUTA

The Bloomberg ad-
ministration was back in 
court this week arguing for 
the legality of its proposed 
regulations on the size of 
sugary drinks — a day af-
ter releasing dire diabetes 
statistics for the city.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s cap on sugary 
drinks larger than 16 ounc-
es was quashed by a lower 
court judge in March.

But the city’s legal 
team took their case to a 
Manhattan state appellate 
court Tuesday, attempting 
to sway a panel of judges 
that capping the size of sug-
ary drinks is within the le-
gal right of the city.

“The Board of Health 
took reasonable and com-
pletely appropriate steps 

to combat the city’s grow-
ing obesity epidemic,” city 
attorney Fay Ng said in a 
statement. “Adopting the 
portion cap rule was in 
the scope of the board’s au-
thority and an effective re-
sponse to this public health 
emergency. We look for-
ward to the court’s review 
of this issue.”

But the American 
Beverage Association, the 
trade association that initi-
ated the court proceeding, 
disagreed.

“It was decided in the 
lower court that the Board 
of Health overstepped its 
authority by trying to issue 
new policy,” the association 
said in a statement. “While 
we commend the city for its 
commitment to health and 
wellness, the ban would 
have arbitrarily and dis-
proportionately penalized 

small businesses. This is 
not the way to address the 
complex issue of obesity.”

The appellate case, 
which sources said may 
last several weeks or into 
the fall, began just a day af-
ter the Health Department 
released statistics showing 
diabetes rates at an all-time 
city high.

“Diabetes is a condi-
tion that too many people 
live with and die from,” 
Health Commissioner 
Thomas Farley said in a 
statement accompanying 
the department’s report. “It 
is linked to our epidemic of 
obesity, and like obesity, it 
can be prevented.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Bloomberg’s big drink ban 
moves on to appellate court

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.comProudly Made

on Long Island

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE

ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
FENCE SALE!

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
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(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790
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REPORTER TIES THE KNOT
Karen Frantz, who worked for the TimesLedger Newspaper as a reporter covering southern 
Queens until recently, was married June 1 to Andy Losey.  The couple celebrated their wedding 
at Lake Holiday, a lakeside community in the Shenandoah Valley near Winchester, Va.  The new-
lyweds plan to make their home in Washington, D.C. Photo courtesy April Bennett Photography
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Rapid Realty, the Brooklyn-
based apartment rental agency 
in New York City, is expanding 
by leaps and bounds. New of-
fices have just opened in Boston, 
New Jersey and Long Island, the 
company just won a couple of 
impressive awards, and it also 
leads the way in the number of…
company-related tattoos sported 
by employees!

Company founder and Chief 
Executive Officer Anthony Lolli, 
along with Chief Operating Offi-
cer Carlos Angelucci, recently 
picked up a 2012 Inc 5000 award 
(from Inc Magazine), celebrating 
Rapid Realty as one of the fastest 
growing companies in the US.

They also won the 2013 Fran-
chise Satisfaction Award from 
Franchise Business Review. Af-
ter surveying 25,000 franchisees 
across the country, Rapid Realty 
placed in the top ten of all fran-
chises in the nation in their size 
category, which happened to 
also be the top ranking real es-
tate agencies.

Rapid Realty currently has 56 
franchises around the city, mak-
ing them fairly small for their 
size grouping of 50 – 99 fran-
chises in this competition. But 
they were not at all surprised 
they got this award, which em-
phasizes their extremely close 
relationships with their fran-
chisees. Rather, they were sur-
prised that other, more estab-
lished franchises weren’t ranked 
higher. “We’re a new franchise 
concept, so we’re supposed to be 
making all the mistakes,” says 
CEO Lolli, who will be featured 
in the next issue of SmartCEO 
magazine.

His close-knit ties to the fran-
chise owners and their staffs 
has spawned a high degree of 
loyalty, which is expressed by 
large turnouts to Rapid Realty 
events, such as working to re-
furbish homes in the Breukelen 
Houses in Canarsie, a public 
housing complex with 4,000 resi-
dents (pictured).

In addition, 51 agents have 
tattooed the Rapid Realty logo 
on their bodies. This enthusi-
asm comes from the culture of 
loyalty that Lolli has generated, 
with his rags-to-riches, Ameri-
can Dream rise in business, his 
willingness to help people learn 
and grow, and the fun and friend-
liness he and Angelucci exude.

They laugh when asked about 
the rash of Rapid Realty tattoos. 
“I ask them ‘Why do you do it?’ 
and they say ‘I love the experi-

ence here,’” COO Angelucci says. 
“People tell me ‘I want to show 
it as a badge of honor, it’ll help 
me close deals. It’ll show my cli-
ents my commitment to real es-
tate and to this company.’” Lolli 
adds, “ It blows my mind to think 
that so many of our agents are so 
dedicated that they want to show 
it in such a permanent way.” 

Lolli made a vow at a young 
age that his struggling single 
mom would one day have a beau-
tiful white mansion to live in, 
and that he would make them 
rich. The Lolli Mansion, as it 
is called, today sits proudly in 
Bay Ridge, complete with swim-
ming pool. This cinematic story 
has inspired hundreds of local 
residents to reach for the stars 
and attain their own dreams 

through selling real estate and/
or owning Rapid Realty fran-
chises.

Lolli and Angelucci point 
out that rentals are often over-
looked by other real estate firms 
as a strong area of business. But 
Rapid Realty sees it differently. 
“Apartment rentals are more lu-
crative than sales,” Angelucci 
says, “because there is more in-
ventory.”

Residential renting makes up 
80% of Rapid Realty’s business, 
with commercial rentals and 
property sales each composing 
10% of the remainder.

Angelucci  continues, “If 
we like someone and we think 
they’re the right fit as a rental 
agent, we’ll actually pay for their 
real estate licensing course. 

This works because we attract 
people who appreciate our in-
vestment in them, and they give 
us a good return on it. And then, 
the next step is to own your own 
Rapid Realty franchise. Many of 
our franchisees started out as 
agents with us.”

In Queens, Long Island City 
and Estoria are popular due to 
their short commute times to 
Manhattan and Brooklyn. “Ja-
maica is a hot neighborhood. It’s 
one of our busier locations. We 
have an office over there, and 
people want to live in Jamaica,” 
says Angelucci. “All the develop-
ment in Long Island City drew 
a lot of people to Queens. And 
neighborhoods like Sunnyside 
are popular because of the com-
mute, so they’re becoming more 

attractive.” 
 Lolli has this advice for in-

experienced prospective buy-
ers; “If you’re looking to buy, 
get yourself educated online 
for free. You want to see how 
many times a house has been 
listed with different realtors. 
It’s priced too high if it’s going 
through three or four realtors.” 
He went on to advise caution: 
“You also have to think about 
your intentions. If you’re buy-
ing and holding, you can’t re-
ally overpay. If you don’t know 
what your situation is going to 
be like in the next two or three 
years, you have to be more fru-
gal. Don’t tie yourself up in one 
transaction and lose out on a 
couple of others you could have 
snagged right away.”

Angelucci also points out 
competition with institutional 
buyers. “Sellers are getting 
above their asking price. Before, 
a typical home would stay on the 
market for a year, now it’s stay-
ing on the market for less than 
three months. It’s easier if you 
have the financial wherewithal 
to get approved for a loan.”

The commercial market has 
tightened up. “There were land-
lords during the recession that 
were giving long leases, long 
term concessions. Now you’re 
lucky to get a five year lease,” 
says Angelucci.

The two do not predict an-
other downturn in the immedi-
ate future, and note that “It’s a 
different market. Now there are 
institutional investors. This 
is a company that’s providing 
proper jobs, and infrastructure, 
and a game plan to rent out the 
properties at market value.” 
Lolli explains, noting the cen-
sus bureau reported that more 
people stayed in New York in 
2012 than moved out, for the 
first time in 50 years.

Rapid Realty steered up three 
more innovative customer and 
landlord services this spring. 
They now offer renters insur-
ance through a provider called 
Suite Protector;  renters can 
also sign up for phone, internet, 
TV and utilities right through a 
Rapid Realty office via telecom-
munications and energy pro-
vider CAN; and landlords can 
get assistance in making their 
properties eco-friendly by work-
ing with Rapid’s new Chief Sus-
tainability Officer Stephanie 
Barry.

Next in the works for the 
company: their first interna-
tional office. Stay tuned!

B U S I N E S S  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E

Rapid Realty experiences huge growth in 2013
ADVERTORIAL
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Open Mon., 
Tues., Wed.,Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, Sat. 9AM-6PM,Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.

Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.
Bayside, New York

(718) 224-4344

$159995*

$199995*

Breeze™
HEAT & COOL MODELS

Father’s 
Day Sale!
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Yinghao Luo
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

FLEX SPENDING

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier

Tiff any
Coach

Dior

$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

Not valid with any other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Off er ends August 31, 2013. B.T.

$100 OFF Eyeglasses plus 
FREE 2nd Pair 

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends August 31, 2013.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. Off er ends August 31, 2013.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends August 31, 2013.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of Lenses
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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 The second the school 
bell rings signaling that 
school’s out for summer, it 
seems that children imme-
diately forget everything 
they’ve studied over the 
past nine months. When 
they return to school in the 
fall, playing catch up takes 
time.

Studies show that this 

brain drain can result in 
as much as a few months’ 
worth of learning lost over 
the summer. The achieve-
ment gap widens in the fall 
as students struggle to “re-
learn” what they knew the 
spring prior.

“Typically, teachers 
spend the first week to the 
first two months of the 

school year trying to bring 
student knowledge up to 
a specific level in order to 
advance their learning,” 
says Debra Hill, associate 
professor in the College of 
Education at Argosy Uni-
versity, Chicago and imme-
diate past president of the 
Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Develop-
ment. “This is found most 
commonly in math, where 
review can last through the 
first full semester in some 
grade levels.”

So when all your kids 
want is down time, how do 
you keep their minds tuned 
up?

While proactive sum-
mer learning can certainly 
improve a child’s reten-
tion rate, the way that they 
learn in the summer may 
be different from how they 
learn while in the class-
room. “Learning is an on-
going, lifelong activity,” 
says Hill. “A mental break 
for your kids in the sum-
mer should occur not based 
on learning, but based on 
the activities students en-

gage in related to learning. 
Summer should be about 
more reading for fun, explo-
ration, communication and 
application of what they 
have learned.

“Since students do not 
often practice by doing or 
by teaching others, it would 
follow that the application 
of what they have learned 
in school through hands-
on activities in the summer 
will assist in retention in 
the fall,” says Hill. “Hands-
on experiences, conversa-
tions and physical activity 
will help kids continue to be 
mentally active.” Providing 
students with opportunities 
to participate in activities 
they consider fun will not 
lessen the learning.

“The more you can 
keep your students access-
ing previously learned 
knowledge in a new and 
practical way, the more it is 
likely to get implanted and 
permanently ingrained in 
their brains,” says Kevin 
Yeoman, an instructor in 
the Game Art & Design pro-
gram at The Art Institute of 

Fort Worth.
Family meals, trips to 

the store, collecting shells 
on the beach, heading to 
sports camp and almost 
any other activity can have 
a learning component if 
parents engage in conver-
sation with their kids about 
the activity. “Learning a 
new skill, or about a new 
place, or a different way of 
doing something, or meet-
ing new people are ways of 
studying. There will not be 
a test, yet the new informa-
tion contributes to the over-
all mental growth of the 
individual,” says Hill.

“Keep your students 
actively engaged in the 
world,” says Yeoman. “The 
more they can apply their 
book knowledge to new 
experiences and activities 
they enjoy, the more learn-
ing will take place.

“You don’t want to cre-
ate a resistance to learning 
by forcing your child into 
the same types of activities 
they do during the year,” 
says Yeoman. “Instead, 
take the lessons they’ve 

learned in school and ap-
ply them to everyday situ-
ations. Whether it’s hav-
ing your child map out the 
route to the grocery store 
or use basic geometry to 
create a sandcastle, you’re 
providing them the oppor-
tunity to apply their book 
knowledge in a new way.”

And that can even hold 
true with video games. 
“There are excellent tech-
nology tools such as video 
games and online projects 
that are educational and 
engaging,” says Hill. “The 
key is balance and not en-
couraging kids to focus 
most of their time on their 
electronic toys.

“Ask kids what they 
like and want to do,” sug-
gests Hill. “As an adult, 
examine what learning can 
take place when your child 
gets to select the activities 
they participate in. Talk to 
your kids, ask questions, 
provide problems to be 
solved, give them opportu-
nities to explore and model 
what it’s like to be a life-
long learner.”

in your kids 
over summer

BRAIN 
DRAIN

REDUCE
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S.O.A.R. AHEAD THIS SUMMER

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
S.O.A.R. is a student directed program that 
provides students in grades 4-8 the opportunity to 
remediate, maintain, or enrich their skill sets in the 
areas of reading, writing, math and social cognition.

Students meet daily from 9:00am-12:00pm with 
NYS certifi ed instructors who utilize multisensory 
teaching methods to create individualized curriculum 
for each student in a 5:1 ratio, as well as focus on 
social cognition by utilizing Michelle Garcia Winner’s 
Superfl ex Curriculum.

Vincent Smith School’s
Social Opportunities and 

Remediation Program

Registered by the New York State Board of Regents—Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent School
The Vincent Smith School is a non-profi t corporation and is open to all without regard to race, creed, or nation origin.

Contact Vincent Smith School for enrollment information today:
322 Port Washington Blvd, Port Washington, NY 11050

Telephone: (516) 365-4900  |  Fax: (516) 627-5648
www.vincentsmithschool.org

ENROLL NOW!
Session 1: July 9–July 20

Session 2: July 23–August 3
Session 3: August 6–August 17

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Do you have a child in your life who 
will be graduating this spring?

Whether it’s from kindergarten or col-
lege, graduation marks the completion of 
one chapter in a young person’s life and the 
start of a new adventure. Honor your grad’s 
achievement by helping him or her save for 
the future with a digital U.S. Savings Bond.

“Graduation season is a time of cel-
ebration and great pride for families. In 
preparation for this milestone achieve-
ment, we encourage parents to consider 
opening a TreasuryDirect account for 
their child within their own primary Trea-
suryDirect account, so the gift of savings 
bonds can be given by relatives or friends 
who want to contribute to a young grad’s 
future,” says Jerry Kelly, national director 
of the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s 
Ready.Save.Grow. campaign.

Parents, need help setting up a Trea-
suryDirect account for your child? If your 
child is under the age of 18, you’ll first need 
to establish your own account, then open 
your child’s account within your account.-

TreasuryDirect is the Treasury De-
partment’s secure, online system where 
you can safely buy, manage and redeem 
digital savings bonds and other Treasury 
securities.

Ready.Save.Grow. provides informa-

tion and tools to help people sign up for a 
TreasuryDirect account, including a tip 
sheet and a guided tour, at www.treasury-
direct.gov/readysavegrow.

After your TreasuryDirect accounts 
have been opened, your child is ready to 
receive digital savings bond gifts for birth-
days, graduations and other special events.

Consider contributing to a child’s col-
lege fund or other financial goal with a 
digital savings bond gift bought through 
TreasuryDirect.

The first step in giving a savings bond 
as a gift is having the gift recipient’s name, 
Social Security number and Treasury-
Direct account number.

Ready.Save.Grow. offers resources to 
help you give a savings bonds gift in Trea-
suryDirect, including a graphic that walks 
you through the most important steps. You 
can also print out a step-by-step tip sheet 
and watch an overview video.

Ready.Save.Grow. helps people take 
control of their future by providing in-
formation and resources about the safe, 
affordable savings options offered by the 
Treasury Department. Visit the Ready.
Save.Grow. website, www.treasurydirect.
gov/readysavegrow, to learn more or fol-
low the campaign on Facebook or Twitter 
@ReadySaveGrow.

Financial gifts for grads
German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
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 As summer approach-
es, many parents are wor-
ried about the summer 
learning slide and with 
good reason. Students who 
do not participate in en-
richment and learning ac-
tivities during the summer 
break can lose roughly 22 
percent of the knowledge 
and skills they gained dur-
ing the previous school 
year, according to the Na-
tional Summer Learning 
Association.

“This significant loss 
in knowledge can mean a 
child may spend the first 
two months of the new 
school year playing catch-
up,” says Dr. Ashley Nor-
ris, assistant dean of the 
College of Education at 
University of Phoenix. To 
avoid the summer slide, 
Norris says it is important 
to plan a mix of activities 
for children during their 
time off. “Many parents 
focus on sports and other 

extracurricular activities 
over the summer but par-
ents also need to look for 
learning opportunities that 
emphasize math and read-
ing skills,” Norris says.

Norris, who is also 
an instructor for teacher 
preparation courses at 
University of Phoenix, of-
fers seven fun, educational 
activities that parents and 
children can embark on 
this summer and through-
out the year. Not only can 
these activities help kids 
avoid the summer slide, but 
they also provide parents 
with opportunities to con-
nect with their children.

1. Turn everyday ac-
tivities into teaching op-
portunities

Teaching opportuni-
ties occur every day in 
your home or own back-
yard. To help children 
grow their math skills, ask 
them to make the grocery 
list, go shopping with you 

and practice adding up the 
bill and calculating the tax. 
Then invite children into 
the kitchen to learn about 
cooking and practice frac-
tions by measuring ingre-
dients. If you garden, have 
children help seed and tend 
to the plants. Study the 
animals and bugs in your 
yard, such as birds, squir-
rels, deer, lizards, worms 
or lady bugs.

2. Turn learning into 
an adventure 

Look at your city’s 
community calendar or 
open the morning newspa-
per and choose an adven-
ture for the day. Visit the 
farmers’ market to learn 
about vegetables. Attend 
concerts in the park or 
other community music 
events, then research the 
instruments. Head to the 
local nature center to learn 
about native plants and 
then return home and have 
kids draw what they saw.

3. Embrace technology 
and create interactive proj-
ects and activities 

Involve children in 
digital storytelling by us-
ing computer-based tools 
(video, photos and pre-
sentation software). For 
instance, your children 
can use family photos and 
videos to tell a story about 
summer activities, and 
you can keep it as a pre-
cious memento. Another 
fun activity pairs tech-
nology with the outdoors. 
Geo-caching is a high-tech 
treasure hunt you can do in 
just about any city across 
the country.

4. Focus on core com-
petencies 

Book-making is a 
great way to build read-
ing, writing and research 
skills. Summer camps help 
children grow social skills 
and allow them to gain 
knowledge at the same 
time. Look for science and 

technology camps that 
provide hands-on learn-
ing projects such as bridge 
building, mouse-trap cars 
or the construction of ro-
bots. Alternatively, do your 
own research and try these 
projects at home. Many sci-
ence museums offer home 
projects on their websites.

5. Balance academic 
and social engagement

It is important to give 
children a balance of ac-
tivities during their break. 
Not only does playing with 
friends provide important 
social engagement but it 
also gives parents insight 
into how their children 
learn best. Educational 
activities can be fun in 
groups too. Your children 
enjoy both social stimula-
tion and keep their brains 
buzzing.

6. Summer learning 
activities do not have to be 
expensive

Many of the best sum-

mer learning activities are 
free or cost very little. Visit 
your local public library to 
borrow books, and pick up 
an event schedule for story 
times, art activities, read-
ing clubs and more. Head 
to a museum during free 
admission days. Also con-
sider virtual museums, ac-
cessed on a home or library 
computer.

7. Be engaged in your 
child’s learning

A variety of stimulat-
ing activities help children 
avoid the summer slide, 
but activities also serve as 
an opportunity for parents 
to connect with children 
on a deeper level. When 
you find out what interests 
your child, build an assort-
ment of activities based on 
those preferences. Then 
plan activities together and 
explore those interests. 
You’ll both enjoy the time 
spent together.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Avoid the summer slide: Activities with lessons

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
Excellence in Education for Young Women Since 1936

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2013

The class of 2013 
received merit-based 
scholarships totaling 

more than $31 million.
 100% earned a 
New York States 
Regents Diploma

† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord           * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord           ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

ANN CATHERINE CODD – VALEDICTORIAN 
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:  

DANIELA CARRASCO - SALUTATORIAN 
Accepted into the following university – early decision

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY  11432 Chartered by the New York State Board of Regents.  Accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools, Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph. Brentwood, NY
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DAY

SATURDAY JUNE 22ND

BAYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELD

CELEBRITY GUESTS
Mr. Met

NY METS WORLD SERIES PITCHER 
Dwight “Doc” Gooden

NY KNICKS LEGENDARY BACK COURT
Walt “Clyde” Frazier &  

Earl “The Pearl” Monroe
NY GIANTS SUPERBOWL MVP

O.J. Anderson
NY JETS STAR RECEIVER
Wesley Walker

 A FULL DAY OF FUN  
FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES!
Foods! Drinks! Music! Raffles for Exciting Prizes!  

Giveaways All Day! Kid Water Slides! Kid Inflatables!

Autographs & Pictures with Athletes*
Bring Chairs and Blankets…  

You’ll Want to Spend the Entire Day with DAC!
 *AUTOGRAPHS FOR REGISTERED KIDS AND THEIR PARENTS ONLY.

Basketball Games & Free Training!
Free Throw shooting & 3 point contests

OUR SPONSORS: AVGERINOS HEALTH CENTER  BOB COCCIA’S APPLIANCE CENTER  
BOURBON STREET  DE CAPITAL MORTGAGE  DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE  
MCGARRY CARPETS  MILLENNIUM PHYSICAL THERAPY  ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT  

MODELLS SPORTING GOODS  TOUCH OF CLASS ENTERTAINMENT

Register for DAC Summer Basketball League
July 15th – August 29th

Games Played indoors at PS 188 in Bayside
Boys – Girls ages 9-11 and 12-14 years old

Developmental Basketball ages 5-7 years old

WWW.DACSPORTS.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: DAC ATHLETIC CLUB  FOR MORE INFO EMAIL: BBDACSPORTS@AOL.COM

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

DOCTOR’S OFFICE AT BAYSIDE 
OPEN WEEKENDS – YEAH!

Harbin Medical Care, PLLC  43-16 215th Street 
Bayside, NY 11361; Tel (718) 224-0120

JINGBO ZHAO, MD LIJUN MI, MD, PhD, FACP
Associate Professor of 

Clinical Medicine 
Weill-Cornell Medical College

EXPERIENCED PHYSICIANS 
PROVIDE EXCELLENT CARE FOR:

 Preventive Medical Care
  Annual Physicals; Vaccinations
  Seasonal Allergy; Common Cold
 Diabetes; Hypertension
 High Cholesterol
 Liver Disease, Hepatitis
 Osteoarthritis; Osteoporosis

Most Insurance 
Accepted

PARKING AVAILABLE
43-16 215th Street, Bayside 
at Northern Blvd or Bell Blvd
Queens Bus Q12, Q13, Q31 

Nassau Bus N20, N21 
Port Washington LIRR 

to Bayside

Tel. 718-224-0120
Doctorzhao.harbin@gmail.com

BOARD CERTIFIED 
INTERNIST

Attending Physician 
New York Hospital 

Queens
with Additional 

Experiences in Bone and 
Joint Diseases and Special 
Training in Liver Diseases
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quickly approaching and 
the exterior of the building 
looking far from complete, 
the chain said it was not 
sure if it would meet its tar-
get date.

“We have no exact date 
set for a grand opening,” a 
spokesman said this week. 
“I can’t make sure.”

The site has been va-
cant over the past 12 months 
but has been buzzing with 
construction recently in 
anticipation of H Mart’s 
arrival. The exterior of the 
building has been sporting 
H Mart signs for months 
advertising the store’s 
pending grand opening, 
but those were recently tak-
en down to reveal windows 
covered with plywood and a 
new construction fence.

Community Board 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said the board has 
not heard anything to sug-
gest H Mart would be open-
ing later than expected or 
anything at all since the 
July date was originally 

floated.
The Korean super-

market chain signed on to 
take over the former Wald-
baum’s spot last year after 
it closed down, costing 77 
workers their jobs. H Mart, 
an American-based chain, 
is owned by the Hanahreum 
Group, of Lyndhurst, N.J., 
and has stores throughout 
the country.

Community leaders 
at the time of Waldbaum’s 
closing said they antici-
pated a new supermarket 
would open its doors on 
Francis Lewis Boulevard 
as early as September 2012, 
but H Mart said that date 
would have been impos-

sible to meet as it was only 
securing building permits 
and construction plans by 
that point.

Last year, CB 11 Chair-
man Jerry Iannece said he 
expected the turnaround 
at the location to be fairly 
quick, so the area residents’ 
shopping habits would not 
be too severely affected. 
But the chairman’s origi-
nal hopes that Bayside 
would not be subject to an 
empty storefront became 
a reality over the past 12 
months since H Mart has 
yet to open its doors.

Iannece said the com-
munity had mixed views 
about the incoming super-

market chain, but Seinfeld 
said it would still be a good 
fit for the northeast Queens 
community.

The Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co., the New 
Jersey-based owner of 
Waldbaum’s, has a history 
of financial woes in recent 
years and filed for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy protection 
from creditors in 2010. A 
company spokeswoman 
said earlier this year it 
had also closed one of its 
Pathmark grocery stores 
on Northern Boulevard 
in Long Island City in Au-
gust.

Continued from Page 1 

H Mart

Housing providers cannot discriminate against families with children under 18 or 

pregnant women. It is unlawful to refuse to rent, renew a lease, or set different 

terms or conditions because of the presence of children. If you witness or experience 

discrimination, contact the New York State Division of Human Rights at 

1-888-392-3644 or WWW.DHR.NY.GOV. 

My little boy 
is my pride and joy...

and the reason my 

landlord refused 
to renew my lease. 

This advertisement was made possible through a partnership between the NYS 

Divison of Human Rights and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

for Human Rights

NEW YORK STATE

DIVISION OF
H U M A N
R I G H T S

Terrace.
“This agreement 

proves that when people 
make a good faith effort 
to find solutions to dif-
ficult problems, excep-
tional things can happen,” 
Schreiber said. “It’s a win-
win situation for the entire 
community.”

The city broke ground 
on a new Little Bay Park 
comfort station earlier this 
year after years of anticipa-
tion, leading to a semi-lock 
down of the area parking 
lot. The $5 million project 
was slated for a fall 2014 fin-
ish and should also include 
an expanded 100-car park-
ing lot, Parks said.

Because of the con-
struction, the MTA argued 
that bus routes passing 
through the region could 
not use Fort Totten as a 
turn-around point and 
needed to be temporarily 
rerouted. But after sitting 
down with elected officials, 
the agency decided it would 
instead have buses drive a 

little further into Fort Tot-
ten and use a different lot 
there to turn around, elimi-
nating the need for any re-
drawn routes or new stops.

The new solution 
should add about a minute 
to the overall route because 
of the new turn-around 
point deeper into Fort Tot-
ten.

The decision avoids 
any confusion that would 
have come up from the 
MTA’s original proposal, 
which would have elimi-
nated six stops from the Q13 
and Q16 routes and estab-
lish temporary new ones in 
parts of Bay Terrace.

“The long-awaited con-
struction at Little Bay Park 
will cause some necessary 
disruptions,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who helped mediate the ne-
gotiation process. “Yet we 
cannot let the surrounding 
community bear the brunt 
of these disruptions. That 
is why this re-route is the 
right thing to do.”

Continued from Page 2 

Buses

POSTER CHILDREN FOR SAFETY
Members of the NYPD, the 109th Precinct Community Council, elected officials and teachers pose 
with students who competed in the precinct’s safety poster contest. The winners this year were 
Jasimine Chen, of JHS 189, who won first place; Kayla Lew, of JHS 194, who came in second; Amy 
Lin, of IS 237, who was third; Eileen Wu, of JHS 185, who came in fourth; and Anastasia Codjebas, of 
the Bell Academy, who earned fifth place. Photo courtesy 109th Precinct



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 14-20, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35

BTSCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Diffi culty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME 

OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 1000 
students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Joseph M. DeFronzo, Treasurer; Anthony Como, Esq., Counsel; 
Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Msgr. Nicholas W. Sivillo, Trustee; Brenda Evans, Trusee; Peter J. Mannarino, 
Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; Dolores St. Louis, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.

Christ the King Students Honored as Journalists  
in Brooklyn/Queens Competition

Three students from Christ the King High School were announced as winners of the 
Brooklyn/Queens Diocese High School Press Awards contest.  The contest is sponsored 
by the Brooklyn/Queens Diocese newspaper, “The Tablet”.  Students from parochial 
schools throughout Brooklyn and Queens are invited to submit columns and photos 
from their school’s news publications.  

Pictured from left to right: Mr. John Daxland, Journalism Club and “The Royal Times” moderator; 
sophomore, Stephen Leback, winner of Best Multi Photo Display; junior, Katherine Mendez, 
winner of Best Photo; and sophomore, Robert Neidkowski, winner of the Roger Payne Memorial 
Award for Best Column. (This is Robert’s second win for Best Column.)  

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

We’ll help you leverage the value of your home with competitive rates and personal attention 
you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� �t �side	 you’re a mem�er	 not a num�er� 
ome say hello� 

Qside Home Equity Loans 

Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

��R� ��R�

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE L�T 
�RE�T �E�L

IN NYC 
RE�L ET�TE

�is�o�e� t�e �ene�ts o	 Qside  
Home Equity Loans at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. 
Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

plans on pressing the feder-
al government for as much 
money as possible.

Over the next 200-plus 
days, the mayor hopes to ac-
celerate implementation of 
the plan by launching stud-

ies, beginning to design 
work for capital projects, 
making changes to build-
ing and zoning codes, work-
ing to get federal recovery 
money for the city, helping 
homeowners rebuild their 
houses and assisting busi-
ness owners in receiving 
loans and grants.

Bloomberg said wheth-
er the rest of the plan is im-

plemented is up to the next 
mayor.

“The plan is incred-
ibly ambitious — and much 
of the work will extend far 
beyond the next 203 days. 
But we refused to pass re-
sponsibility for creating a 
plan onto the next adminis-
tration,” he said.

Continued from Page 5 

Sandy 

ing Meadows was given just 
$5,000 last year in private 
donations, according to 
briefing documents given 
to the committee.

The conservancies also 
allow a percentage of mon-
ey raised from concessions 
like restaurants and pay-to-
use facilities to be funneled 
back into the park.

The Randall’s Island 
Alliance, for example, gets 
to keep all revenues gener-
ated from concessions in 
the park, while Flushing 
Meadows gives all of its 
revenues, which totaled 

around $6.75 million in fis-
cal year 2012, back to the 
city’s general fund, where 
the cash is impossible to 
track.

Terrace on the Park 
pays the greater of $2.5 
million, or 20 percent of 
its annual revenues, to the 
city. That is about the same 
amount the United States 
Tennis Association, which 
rakes in about $275 million 
per year, pays per year. The 
New York Mets, whose Citi 
Field is sited in the park, 
pay less than $500,000 by 
varying accounts.

“There is something 
fishy in those numbers,” 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 

said.
Councilwoman Julissa 

Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
hopes to start a new conser-
vancy to help fund the park 
with private dollars.

But some park advo-
cates, like Geoffrey Croft 
of New Yorkers for Parks, 
want lawmakers like Fer-
reras to pass a budget with 
adequate funding for parks, 
which he pegged at more 
than double the current ex-
penditure amount — a frac-
tion of a percent of the city’s 
operating budget.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Parks
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(718)

SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

SIMPLY THE BEST PRICES!
SIMPLY THE BEST SERVICE!

24 / 7 / 365 . AIRPORT AND LOCAL SERVICE  
NO SURCHARGES! SIMPLE PRICING!

DRIVERS WANTED!
Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.

No percentages like our competitors. 
Flat weekly radio fee. SIMPLE.

BONUS and Referral rewards program 
Contact David at 516.666.0270 

6 6 6 - 6 6 6 6 
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LATE PAGE



Theater Calendar 42 
Crossword Puzzle 42 

Arts & Entertainment 44 
Sudoku 46 

BY ALLISON PLITT

Queens resident Si-
mon Xianwen Zeng is what 
the Chinese call “a person 
of talents.”  

Practicing painting, cal-
ligraphy and chops carving, 
which is engraved writing, 
as a profession in his studio 
in Flushing, he is highly re-
spected among the Chinese 
community.  According to 

Zeng, “These three arts are 
complementary to each oth-
er and may be viewed as be-
longing to one category.”

Born in 1967, Zeng 
grew up in the town of 
Jinshou of Dalian City in 
the Liaoning Province of 
southern China.  He is the 
74th descendant of the fa-
mous scholar Sheng Zeng, 
one of the three greatest 
students of Confucius, a 

Chinese philosopher and 
politician born in 551 B.C. 
who espoused personal and 
governmental morality, 
justice, sincerity and re-
spect towards elders.

When Zeng entered el-
ementary school, the teach-
ers taught the children man-
datory calligraphy so they 
could learn to write well.  At 
the age of 12, Zeng started 
to study the different eras 
and styles of calligraphy as 
a form of art.  He initially 
adopted the Kai Style, which 
is considered block or stan-
dard script.  As the years 

passed, he developed a more 
free-flowing and cursive 
style that expressed his 
spontaneous and sometimes 
humorous nature.   

When Zeng turned 15, 
he was teaching himself to 
carve chops which are seals 
carved in exquisite, styl-
ized calligraphy that carry 
a name or phrase mean-
ingful to its owner.  For 
centuries chop marks have 
carried the same authority 
in China that a signature 
holds in the western world.  
Chinese people couldn’t do 
business or sign a letter 

without a personal chop.
Nowadays in modern 

China identity cards and 
computer codes have de-
creased the usefulness of 
chops, but many Chinese 
people still like to own 
them.  For example, profes-
sional artists use chops to 
sign their own paintings.  
Considering chop carving a 
form of artistic expression, 
Zeng learned to carve with 
an iron knife and engrave 
impressions into many dif-
ferent materials such as 
wood, stone and jade.

A schoolteacher who 

saw Zeng’s talents intro-
duced him to Liu Zhanao, 
a student himself of the 
renowned Li Xi, who had 
carved at the imperial 
court in Beijing in the ear-
ly 1900s.  Although Zeng 
met Zhanao when he was 90 
years old, his teacher was 
both mentally and physi-
cally capable enough to 
mentor his student.  

“Master Liu Zhanao 
taught me poetry, seal carv-
ing, painting and callig-
raphy,” Zeng said.  “More 
importantly, during the 12 

Queens artist, born and raised in China, 
combines techniques from both worlds

Continued on Page 40

(Clockwise from above) Simon Xianwen Zeng’s painting “Plum Blossom.” A drawer in Simon Xianwen Zeng’s studio is filled with chops, hand-carved seals used to make prints. Flushing artist Simon Xianwen 
Zeng poses with his painting “Morning Glory.” Photos courtesy of artist and by Allison Plitt

TimesLedger, Jun. 14-20, 2013
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40 Jx Hts joint turns meat into culinary gold
Alchemy, Texas BBQ offers up a smoky smorgasbord of meals in Lone Star State surroundings

BY SUZANNE PARKER

When we heard that Queens’ 
own BBQ luminary Robbie Rich-
ter had his farewell party at Al-
chemy, Texas BBQ in Jackson 
Heights before heading for the 
Coast, we knew we had to check 
this place out.  

The location, in the rear of 
Legends Sports Bar, is a bit of a 
legend itself.  It was a second loca-
tion for Queens’ smokin’ pioneer 
Robert Pearson, a British hair-
dresser who became a BBQ devo-
tee while working in the Lone 
Star State.  When Mr. Pearson de-
camped in 2004, the joint contin-
ued barbecuing, but somehow lost 
its mojo.  Happily, it’s being rein-
vigorated by Josh Bowen, another 
barbecue fanatic who also owns 
John Brown Smoke House.

Alchemy, like its predeces-
sors here, is faithful to every nu-
ance of Texas BBQ etiquette.  It 
could bring tears to the eyes of any 
homesick Texan.  You order from 
a counter by weight (the meat’s—

not yours) instead of by portion.  
Your order is heaped on paper on a 
plastic tray along with a few slices 
of Wonder-ish bread, their only de-

viation from Texas orthodoxy.  In 
Texas, a whole loaf, usually open 
and standing on end, resides on 
the table.  The tables are covered 

with red and white check-
ered plastic, and sport a 
roll of a scratchy brand of 
paper towels.  If you wish 
to divide what is on the 
tray, small cheap paper 
plates and weak plastic-
ware are begrudgingly 
provided as if to say, “this 
is what we think of you 
wusses that can’t just slap 
the meat on the bread and 
finish the whole thing by 
yourself.”  But don’t hold 
it against Alchemy—that’s 
the Texas way.

The menu—actually 
chalkboard (there is no 
menu)— offered four meat 
options: brisket, beef ribs, 
pork ribs, and chicken.  
The behemoth of a smok-
er in the back, lovingly 
tended by Andrew Marcus, 
a disciple of Robbie Rich-

ter’s from his Hill Country days, 
is kept at a constant 220 degrees to 
coax maximum tenderness from 

Alchemy Texas 
BBQ @ Legends 

Bar & Grill
71-04 35th Ave

Jackson Heights, 
NY 11372

Price Range: Lunch 
specials: $6.95—11.95, A 

la carte: $7.95—69.95 (all 
shareable)

Cuisine: Guess, the name 
is a hint 

Setting: Authentic Texas Dive
Service: Assisted self-

service
Hours: Monday to Sunday, 

11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Reservations: No
Alcohol: Full bar 
Parking: Street

Dress: Snakeskin boots 
optional

Children: Welcome (but it 
is a bar)

Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Cash rules 
here, plastic verboten

Noise level: Rowdy at times
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No

Chicken, brisket and ribs are on the menu at Alchemy, Texas BBQ in Jackson Heights. 
Photo by Andrew Hynes

Continued on Page 46

years that I studied with 
him, I learned a lot about 
authentic Chinese tradi-
tions and culture.”   

The culmination of all 
of Zeng’s work soon result-
ed in a long list of honors 
and awards.  Some of his 
most important achieve-
ments include becoming a 
fellow of the Chinese Acad-
emy of the Arts, winning 
an award as an exhibitor 
in the 1993 Beijing Olympic 
First International Art Ex-
hibition on Calligraphy and 
Painting and being named 
an Art Talent Treasure by 
the Chinese government.

Despite his success in 
his homeland, Zeng moved 
to the United States in 1996 
to learn more about west-
ernized painting.  He en-
rolled at the Art Students 
League of New York in 
Manhattan, where he stud-
ied more modern, abstract 
art.  He gained recognition 
in the United States when 
in 1997 President Bill Clin-

ton sent him a letter saying 
that he had acquired some 
of Zeng’s calligraphy for the 
White House collection.

Several years later 
Zeng’s wife immigrated 
to the United States and 
the couple is now settled 
in Flushing with their son 
and daughter.  

Although his men-
tor Zhanao had passed on, 
Zeng still feels conflicted 
about the more modern art 
he has been exposed to in 
the United States.  “When 
it comes to abstract paint-
ing, I think it’s really hard 
to achieve that level,” he 
said.  “The good artists 
should know how to do the 
traditional painting that 
copies the natural world 
like painting a portrait, but 
then that artist should be 
able to do an abstract inter-
pretation of that, too.”

In 2003 Zeng was asked 
to participate in a book 
called “The Book of Chops” 
which historically describes 
the Chinese tradition of 
chops.  Zeng created a set of 
15 seal work chops for the 
book, which has been pub-
lished internationally.  Un-

fortunately, the wide dissem-
ination of his work has led 
to some cases of copyright 
infringement where he has 
seen his paintings grace the 
cover of books and greeting 
cards without his consent.

As Zeng has matured 
as an artist whose canvases 
have become coveted pieces 
of artwork, he still person-
ally struggles with his own 
style.  

“China as a country 
is always looking towards 
its future,”  Zeng said.  “I 
am like that, too.  I am al-
ways thinking about my 
painting.  I can’t completely 
throw away the traditional.  
There is the east Orien-
tal style and I’ve learned 
a more western, modern 
style in the U.S.  Now I’m 
really trying to find a way 
when I paint to blend the 
two styles.”

For more informa-
tion about Simon Xianwen 
Zeng and his artwork, 
you can visit his website 
at http://zhiguanggallery.
com/index2.  He can also be 
reached by email at simonz-
eng20003@yahoo.com.

Continued from Page 39

ZENG

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Come Join Us For 
Authentic Italian 

Dining
Free Valet Parking Now Available

Friday, Saturday Nights, and all day
Sunday for Father’s Day

We are now accepting reservations for
private or corporate functions.

Please come celebrate Father’s Day at

Testaccio Ristorante

Come join us Father’s Day, June 16th and 
enjoy what has made Testaccio RIstorante 

the most talked about restaurant in New York 
City. Featuring Brunch and Dinner specials 
from our Executive Chef Matthew Capone. 

Call and make your reservation today!

Originally a sprawling warehouse, the restaurant’s modular dining areas are 
perfect for business lunches, private meetings, group meals and events. Experience 
on Sat-Sun New York City’s most talked about Brunch. Enjoy romantic evenings, 

delicious family dinners, bar meals and cocktails, late night bites and desserts.

47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

42

 30.  End early
 31.  Gutsy aerialist's request
 32.  Like a windbag
 34.  Deep sleep
 35.  Attractive refrigerator  
  feature?
 38.  Beat
 39.  Zero, in sports slang
 44.  "Old ___," Disney film
 46.  Country singer Rogers
 48.  Davenport's kin
 49.  Fires
 50.  Mexican sandwich
 51.  One who raised Cain
 52.  Commuter's home, for  
  short
 53.  Whip
 54.  Apple throwaway
 55.  Partner of void
 56.  In alignment
 57.  A portion

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 14-20, 2013

By Ed Canty

Con Artists
Across

 1. Cookbook abbr.
 5. Word in many business  
  names
 8.  Smell
 13.  Surf sound
 14.  High point
 15.  Katmandu's land
 16.  Outstanding
 17.  Take off
 18.  "Ta-da!"
 19.  Weight lifters' gettogether?
 22.  Parking place
 23.  Pasture
 24.  Mystical
 27.  Decline
 29.  Zest
 33.  Santa in California
 34.  Ricochet
 36.  Feathery wrap
 37.  Pioneer carriers
 40.  Olympic chant
 41.  Macho guys
 42.  Al and Tipper
 43.  Depend
 45.  Tarnish
 46.  Like some pines
 47.  Sixth sense
 49.  Flower fanciers
 50.  Book part
 58.  Ticket category
 59.  Diving bird
 60.  Mark's replacement
 61.  Sticking point?
 62.  Creative
 63.  Like a sad sack
 64.  Old card game for three
 65.  "You betcha!"
 66.  Kind of club

Down
 1.  Links hazard
 2.  Crude dude
 3.  Sound
 4.  Kind of cooker
 5.  Hotfoot it
 6.  Neighbor of Saudi Arabia
 7.  Kid's ball material
 8.  Cavern, in poetry
 9.  Fix, as leftovers
 10.  Many a tournament
 11.  Cleopatra's love ___ 
  Antony
 12.  Sheltered from the wind
 14.  Ring around the collar?
 20.  "Cannn ball" sound?
 21.  Macaroni shape
 24.  Come to pass
 25.  Kind of call
 26.  Lock site
 27.  Raring to go
 28.  Stuff in a muffin

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66
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A R C S E D A N L E V E E

B E E S A K S S N E E R

PRODUCTIONS

In Scena! Italian Theater 
Festival NY — The inaugural 
edition of Italian theater, 
which takes place across the 
fi ve boroughs, concludes in 
Queens with a tribute to Mario 
Fratti. Performances of the 
playwright’s work include 
“Actors,” “Dina and Alba” and 
“Missionaries.” 
When: Wednesday, June 19, 2 
pm; Thursday, June 20, 7:30 
pm; Friday, June 21, 7:30 pm; 
Saturday, June 22,  3 pm and 
7:30 pm and Sunday, June 23, 
3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: Free/June 19 and 20 
performances with advance 
reservations, $18/June 21 - 23
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 

original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” which tells the story 
of a lovable rogue on a mission 
to fi nd his runaway parrot; and 
“Dotty Dot!”, a day in the life 
of a very bossy 12-year-old and 
her friends as they try to put 
on a play.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturdays: June 22, July 6, 
11 am; “Pirate Pete’s Parrot,” 
Saturdays: June 22, July 6, 2 
pm; and “Dotty Dot!” Saturday: 
June 29, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 
$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Secret Weapons of Fat 
Destruction” — Thalia 
Spanish Theatre presents the 
bilingual world premiere of 

a comedy by controversial 
Spanish playwright Inigo 
Ramirez de Haro. Witness the 
complications of the fl esh 
as an unconventional writer/
director involves his audience 
in creating a new kind of 
theater entertainment. 
When: Fridays at 8 pm and 
Saturdays at 3 pm, performed 
in English; and Saturdays at 
8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm, 
performed in Spanish, through 
Sunday, June 23
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $25, $22/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

The 2013 Unchained Theatre 
Festival — Variations Theatre 
Group presents the third 
annual festival of new works. 
During the three-week event, 
each show will receive four 
showings. Audiences and 
judges will select fi nalists to 
receive a fi fth show to compete 
for awards. 
When: Through June 22
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City

Cost: $15, $18/fi nalist 
performance
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com 
for festival schedule

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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Promenade Night
Thurs., June 27  6:30-10:30 pm

2nd ANNUAL

Great Neck Plaza
(On Bond Street)

Thurs., June 27
8:30-10:30 pm

Great Neck Plaza (On Bond Street)

Call 516-829-1301 or visit www.ShopGreatNeck.com for information

s

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Queens Theatre’s annual 
fund-raiser this year billed as “A 
Movable Musical Feast” prom-
ises to deliver tuneful music, cu-
linary delights and, yes, plenty of 
moving about the building. 

“We will have performances 
in the main lobby, inner lobby, 
cabaret space and the main 
stage,” Sydney Pratt, marketing 
manager for the theater, said. 

“People will move around.”
The end-of-the-season event, 

which takes place on Monday, 
June 17, includes raffles, a silent 
auction, cocktails and dinner, 
Pratt said. 

And this being an organiza-
tion dedicated to the performing 
arts, attendees should also expect 
an array of entertainment options. 

Monday’s lineup includes 
Queens-based harpist Edmar Cas-
taneda, singer and Broadway ac-

tress Tsidii Le Loka and ballroom 
dancers Paul Ru Bao and Lulu, 
who will tear up the floor with 
their tango moves, Pratt said. 

Queens Theatre will also 
present honors to actor Robert 
Wuhl and Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) for 
their “outstanding contributions 
to the arts.”

Single tickets are $250 and 
can be purchased at the theater’s 
box office through Monday. 

Although the price may be 
twice as much as an orchestra 
seat on Broadway, Pratt said the 
night will provide phenomenal 
entertainment and good food in 
a relaxing environment. It also 
helps one of the borough’s cul-
tural jewels. 

“You will be supporting one 
of the best, in my opinion, the-
ater’s in Queens,” Pratt said. “It’s 
a good way to give back and help 
a local arts organization.”

Queens Theatre’s fund-raiser offers a movable feast of arts
Performers at the Queens Theatre’s fund-raiser include Edmar Castaneda (l. to r.), Tsidii Le Loka and Paul Ru Bao and Lulu .  Photos courtesy Queens Theatre

IF YOU GO
The 2013 Queens Theatre Gala

Monday, June 17, starting at 
6 pm
14 United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Tickets are $250
(718) 760-0064
www.queenstheatre.org/2013-
Gala
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—Fine Waterfront Italian Dining—

Father’s Day Menu
$40 per person

APPETIZERS
Homemade mozzarella with 

prosciutto, arugula 
with bruschetta

SALAD
House Salad with mixed greens, 

tomatoes, cucumber and
red onions

PASTA 
Penne alla vodka

ENTREES
Grilled NY strip steak with

grilled vegetables
Sauteed chicken with asparagus 
& melted mozzarella in a lemon 

white wine sauce
Fish of the day with grilled 

vegetables
Dessert, coffee, tea

Please call for reservation No Coupons Accepted

718-767-3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd Beechhurst, NY 11357

KIDS & FAMILY

Storybook Discovery Days 
— Act out fun books like 
“Sometimes I Like to Curl Up in 
a Ball” by Vicki Churchill and 
“You Are a Lion! And Other Fun 
Yoga Poses” by Taeeun You at 
this monthly reading series for 
children 6 and under. 
When: Saturday, June 15, 11 am 
to Noon
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $2/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

West African Drum and Dance 
Circle — Jamaica Drum Jam 
will give basic instructions to 
play in this all ages drum circle. 
Bring your own drum or borrow 
one from Jamaica Drum Jam. 
When: Saturday, June 15, 2 pm 
to 3 pm
Where: Queens Library Central 
Branch, 89-11 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 608-6805
Website: www.
jamaicadrumjam.org

Design Zone Exhibit — Create 
a video game, practice your DJ 
skills or build a roller coaster 
while exploring how each uses 
math and science. 
When: Daily 10 am to 6 pm, 
through Sept. 1
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St. at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Cost: Free with NYSCI regular 
admission, $11/adults, $8/children, 
students with ID and seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Animated Music Videos Family 
Workshop — In this 90-minute 
workshop, children, ages 8 
and up, will visit the Museum 
of the Moving Image’s exhibit, 
“Spectacle: The Music Video” 
with a museum educator, then 
work together to create their 
own animated video.
When: Saturday, June 15, 1 pm 
and 3 pm; and Sunday, June 16, 
1 pm and 3 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: $10 materials fee, $5 for 
museum members

Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website:  www.movingimage.
us

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact; (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 

this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

EVENTS

New York State Museum 
Week at Queens Botanical 
Garden — Mention “Museum 
Week” at the gate and receive 
50 percent of the admission 
price this week. 
When: Through Sunday, June 
16, from 8 am to 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $2/adults, $1.50/seniors, 
$1/students and children
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Big Apple Circus Legendarium 
— Enter the Big Top circus from 
an era in the Big Apple Circus’ 
new show, Legendarium. View 
acrobats, jugglers, animal acts 
and more all within 50 feet of 
the ring.
When: Wednesday to Friday, 11 
am and 6:30 pm; Saturday and 
Sunday, 12:30 pm and 4:30 pm; 
through June 16.
Where: Cunningham Park, 
Fresh Meadows
Cost: $20 to $60
Contact: (800) 922-3772
Website: www.bigapplecircus.
org

Summer Solstice Celebration 
— Celebrate the longest day of 
the year with family art-making 
workshops, yoga at sunset, 
masked Mexican wrestling and a 
community drum circle. 
When: Friday, June 21, 5 pm to 
Dusk
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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45 Forest Park’s concert cranks it all the way up

Queens musicians organize their fi rst free rock ’n’ roll show to highlight borough’s lyrical varieties
BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Nearly 2 1/2 decades 
after Greg Cerar first imag-
ined himself headlining 
his neighborhood park’s 
bandshell, he’ll finally get 
his chance with the debut 
of the Forest Park Rock 
Fest this Saturday. 

Cerar, who grew up in 
Woodhaven and now plays 
drums for rock group The 
Boom Section, may have 
relocated to Howard Beach 
but he never lost the desire 
to play that home town 
show in Forest Park.

“It’s been a driving 
force,” Cerar said. “I finally 
have the means. So, I went 
to the Parks Department’s 
website and put in an appli-
cation and the $25 charge. 
Then, there was a lot of 
nail-biting.”

He may be a couple of 
cuticles shorter today but 

with Park’s OK, Cerar and 
bandmates Paul Wunsch, 
Mario Robles and James 
Hayes organized the free 
show, which brings four 
musical acts and four hours 
of tunes to the community. 

On the bill with 
The Boom Section are 
StillTheVizitors, System-
InChaos and Daniel Tighe.

“We were sort of stuck 
with people we knew,” Rob-
les, who is the band’s lead 

singer, said. “We’re friends 
with SystemInChaos, 
StillTheVizitors is led by 
my father-in-law and we’ve 
seen Daniel Tighe play at 
local places.”

Although the show’s 

emphasis lands squarely 
on rock ’n’ roll, each per-
former and band brings a 
different style of the genre 
to the stage. Soloist Tighe 
opens things on a light note 
with his brand of folksy and 
what Robles called “fun” 
music. But then things get 
rockier. 

“You’re going to 
get three shades of rock 
and roll,” Robles said. 
“StillTheVizitors plays clas-
sic blues. We are alternative 
hard rock, like AC-DC. And 
SystemInChaos is really 
harder, darker rock.”

No word yet on wheth-
er amps will be turned up to 
11, but audience members 
won’t have trouble hearing 
the performances. 

“Every band gets loud-
er than the last,” Hayes, the 
band’s bassist, said. 

If all goes as planned, 
the June 15 show will be the 

start of an annual event for 
Queens and will grow to in-
clude an expanded scope of 
musical styles, Robles said.  

But no matter what, 
these four home town mu-
sicians will continue to be 
“rock stars with day jobs,” 
who celebrate the beat and 
the borough. 

“We all started out in 
the Queens tribe,” Wunsch 
said. 

IF YOU GO
Forest Park Rock Fest

George Seuffert Sr. 
Bandshell, Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Saturday, June 15, 1 pm 
- 5 pm (Rain or shine)
Free
www.theboomsection.
com

The members of rock band The Boom Section, Mario Robles (l. to r.) Paul Wunsch, James Hayes and 
Greg Cerar, headline a free concert in Forest Park on June 15. Photo courtesy Mario Robles

DOORS OPEN AT 6PM WITH DRINK SPECIALS; 6PM-9PM / $5 BEER & WINE / $7 SANGRIA & Z SPECIALTY COCKTAILS

SKYLINE 
SATURDAYS
RESIDENT DJ BENNY GAMBINA
JUNE 15: GUEST DJ’S 
ALL OUT AND NINO BROWN

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 
& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

FEATURING WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS

JULY 11: SPECIAL GUEST - BLOW UP HOLLYWOOD
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR / $10 COVER CHARGE INCLUDES ONE Z COCKTAIL

RAIN OR SHINE

LIVE IN THE SKY 
Concert Series

LADIES COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION
RAIN OR SHINE

LIVE PERFORMANCES 
FROM 7PM UNTIL 11PMEVERY THURSDAY

STARING 
AT 9PM 
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #78 Hard #78

W
eek 34

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

the pounds and pounds 
of flesh inside.  The back 
room is cluttered with a va-
riety of spices, mostly pro-
cured from the local Indian 
grocers, from which the 
various rubs and mopping 
sauces are conjured.  

If you’re unfamiliar 
with the cuisine, brisket 
is the quintessential cut 
for Texas BBQ.  Here it’s 
moist, tender, and elastic 
with that tell-tale red ring 
below the blackened sur-
face attesting to time spent 
in the smoker.  If you were 
back home on the range, 
you would pile it between 
two slices of white bread 
along with some excru-
ciatingly hot sauce and a 
mound of cole slaw.  They 
didn’t have any cole slaw, 
only an eggy potato salad 
and creamed spinach.  We 
will overlook the absence 
of slaw because of the fine 
quality of the brisket.

The beef ribs equaled 
the brisket in juicy tender-

ness.  If you prefer ripping 
meat from the bone with 
your teeth, rather than 
forking it up, you will favor 
the ribs.  Be forewarned, 
the ribs have a peppery rub 
that will make you wanna 
grab another brew.

Just because you’ve 
been beguiled by the meaty 
stuff, doesn’t mean you 
should pass on the poultry.  
The barbecued chicken is 
about as succulent as a bird 
can be.  Even the breast 
meat squirts juice.

Our one disappoint-
ment was the pork ribs.  
Ours were tough and dry, 
although our fellow diners 
found them less so.  Per-
haps the meat itself was 
inconsistent.  We will give 
them another try in the fu-
ture.

Being situated in the 
back of a bar ensures that 
you can get whatever you 
want to drink.  Of course 
the only two acceptable ac-
companiments are beer or 
Jack Daniels.  Legends bar 
(under separate owner-

ship from the BBQ opera-
tion) offers a decent if not 
comprehensive selection 
of brews on tap or bottled.  
Too bad there’s no Lone 
Star.

With not a single des-
sert offered here, we head-
ed out into the Jackson 
Heights night in search of 
the nearest Indian kulfi 
stand to suck down a cylin-
der of pistachio pleasure.

The Bottom Line
Alchemy Texas BBQ 

@ Legends Sports Bar is 
like a trip home for a dis-
placed Texan, and a win-
dow into that unique culi-
nary tradition for the rest 
of us.  If you’re a die-hard 
carnivore, there’s nothing 
not to love.  Don’t tell your 
cardiologist.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 40

Alchemy Texas BBQ
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To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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Everyone knows the zombie 
apocalypse is coming, but how 
many preppers’ survival kits 
include chocolate-covered jalap-
enos?

Apparently, zombies are 
allergic to chocolate, and that 
is just one reason — along with 
graduations and christenings 
— the survivalists at Little Bird 
Chocolates suggest you should 
stock up on their candied treats.

“Hot, sweet, chocolatey, 
salty joy,” is how owner Sara 
Meyer described the jalapeno 
bites.

Meyer — who has a back-
ground as a recipe tester and 
food blogger — thought up the 
idea for the unique snacks when 
she was going through a self-de-
scribed “candying phase,” toss-
ing almost every fruit she could 
think of into a pan of hot sugar 
syrup.

“I had these jalapenos 
that were going to go bad and I 
thought, ‘What would happen if 
I candied those?’” she explained. 
“I tried it and it turned out re-
ally good and then I covered it 
in chocolate and it was even bet-
ter.”

After a coating of dark Bel-
gian chocolate, the bites are 
sprinkled with sea salt, a dress-
ing Meyer also found works well 
for animal crackers.

She got the idea for what 
would eventually become little-
birdchocolates.com a few years 
ago, when a kitchen crisis called 
for some innovation.

Meyer had been baking 
cookies for some time and hand-
ing them out as gifts, but one day 

her oven broke.
So she pulled out her hus-

band’s favorite animal crack-
ers, threw a double boiler on 
the range and chocolate joy was 
born.

The company’s name is 
an ode to Sara’s grandmother-

in-law. Her name, Faye, can be 
changed in Yiddish to the term 
of endearment “faygele,” which 
means “little bird” and is what 
the couple call their 2-year-old 
daughter.

Working out of Long Island 
City’s E-Space business incuba-

tor, Little Bird makes two vari-
eties of the hand-dipped animal 
crackers: one getting the dark 
chocolate and sea salt treatment, 
and another coated in milk choc-
olate.

The crackers go for $15 for 6 
ounces and 8 ounces of the jalap-
eno bites will set you back $20.

Meyer and her husband 
tasted 75 different varieties be-
fore deciding on Belgian choco-
late, which she said lives up to 
its reputation.

“The Belgian chocolate was 
really the one we both were at-
tracted to — the way it melts in 
your mouth and snaps when prop-
erly tempered,” she said.

Her next grand experiment 
is giving homemade marshmal-
lows the Little Bird Chocolates 
treatment, and if it that goes 
over with the company’s fans as 
well as the jalapeno bites did, it 
should inspire some colorful re-
actions.

“Choc covered jalapenos 
defeat hormonal mood swings,” 
Barbara H. from Andover, Mass., 
commented on the company’s 
website. “Your candy might be 
the only thing standing between 
me & jail time today.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

LIC shop uniquely caters to your sweet tooth
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. John’s University 

baseball Coach Ed Blank-
meyer believes Ryan Horst-
man’s potential made him 
an attractive commodity 
to Major League Baseball 
scouts and he has only 
scratched the surface of it.

The 6-foot-2, 190-pound 
Red Storm lefty’s strong 
season and promise were 
enough to get him selected 
in the fourth round — 
117th overall — by the Se-
attle Mariners in the MLB 
First-Year Player Draft last 
weekend.

Blankmeyer said 
Horstman intends to sign, 
with his slotted signing bo-
nus of around $450,000. He 
thinks Seattle is getting a 
hardworking player with 
an upside.

“He’s got the physical 
body, he’s got all the ingre-
dients,” Blankmeyer said. 
“Is he going to develop that 
secondary stuff? Because if 
he does he can be special.”

Horstman overcame 
obstacles to get to this point. 
Academic woes forced him 
to repeat his senior year 
at South Headley (Mass.) 
High School. He was ruled 
a partial academic quali-
fier his first season at St. 
John’s and red shirted, 

missing another year on 
the diamond.

This season he was the 
team’s top pitcher as a red-
shirt freshman. He went 
6-6 with a 2.33 ERA over 65 
2/3 innings of work to lead 
the team in both categories. 
Horstman throws in the 
high 80s to low 90s and has 
improved the command of 
his fastball.

“Hard worker, very 
good athlete,” Blankmeyer 
said. “Tremendous physi-
cal condition.”

Horstman was one of 
five St. John’s players draft-
ed, matching last year’s to-
tal and marking the third 
time in the six years they 
have reached that number. 
The Red Storm is coming 
off a down year, going 23-35 
overall and 10-14 in the Big 
East.

James Lomangino was 
drafted by the Oakland Ath-
letics in the 14th round but 
plans to return to the Red 
Storm next season. Frank 
Schwindel went to the Kan-
sas City Royals in the 18th 
round and recently signed. 
Sean Hagan was selected 
by the Chicago White Sox 
in the 31st round and Dan-
ny Bethea was taken by the 
Boston Red Sox in the 34th 
round. Blankmeyer said 
both intend to sign.

Blankmeyer said the 
players SJU is getting have 
pro potential.

St. John’s wasn’t the 
only Queens school watch-
ing kids get drafted. The 
Detroit Tigers took Car-
dozo centerfielder Adrian 
Castano in the 26th round 
and the Toronto Blue Jays 
selected Holy Cross short-
stop Andrew Florides in 
the 27th round.

Castano, who also has 
a full scholarship to Lamar 
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Ryan Delevan’s focus, 

skill and competitiveness 
were all on display as the 
sophomore wanted to be 
the one to clinch history for 
the St. Francis Prep hand-
ball team.

The first singles play-
ers had to catch up if he 
was going to win his match 
against St. Raymond’s Dan-
ny Hernandez before the 
Terriers’ first double team 
of David Rodriguez and 
Raphael Aguirre finished 
theirs to provide the cham-
pionship point. Delevan 
sped up his play, hitting 
powerful, precise shots to 
the edges of the wall, one 
time demanding the ball 
back quickly once it trick-
led off the court after he 
won a point.

“It’s a little hard,” De-
levan said of playing that 
way. “It’s kind of stressful. 
There are a lot of nerves.”

He finally got to point 
at assistant coach and men-
tor Billy O’Donnell in cel-
ebration once he secured 

the final point to win his 
match 21-9, 21-2 and seal 
SFP’s 5-0 victory against 
the Ravens in the CHSAA 
Intersectional champion-
ship at Orchard Beach in 
the Bronx June 5. It com-
pleted a season of matura-
tion for Delevan and one of 
absolute perfection for the 
Terriers.

St. Francis Prep, in 
Fresh Meadows, did not 
lose a match for the 11th 
straight season, tying its 
own record set in 1981 by 
teams led by legendary 
Coach Bro. Allan Zoda. 
In addition the Terriers, 
along with their junior var-

sity team, also did not lose a 
single game during league 
play. It marks the first time 
that has happened since the 
school did it in 1976. The 
milestones are a special 
bonus to the program’s con-
tinued success.

“I’ve always said to the 
guys, the goal is the cham-
pionship,” SFP head Coach 
Anthony Grimm said. 
“Everything else is gravy. 
These guys like gravy.”

The Terriers outscored 
St. Raymond in the match. 
Rodriguez and Aguirre 
topped Dylan Bermudez and 
Jake Iramov 21-4, 21-0 and 
the second doubles team 
of Justin Reyes and Kevin 
Liao beat Cliff Emmanuel 
and Tanvir Khan 21-1, 21-
8. Leon Chen fought past 
Danny Halpin 21-16, 21-9 at 
second single. St. Raymond 
forfeited the third singles 
match after the champi-
onship was clinched. The 
Terriers were still playing 
among themselves on the 
court after the awards had 
been given out.

“Their love of the game 
is really what’s brought this 

to another level,” Grimm 
said.

The same can be said 
for Delevan, a rare fresh-
man on the varsity last sea-
son. He played at third sin-
gles as he recovered from a 
shoulder injury. This year 
he earned the top singles 
spot by rededicating him-
self to the game and became 
more consistent by playing 
in numerous individual 
tournaments and playing 
against O’Donnell, a word 
champion at practice.

“It really amazed me,” 
Chen, a senior captain, said 
of Delevan. “I didn’t think 
it was possible coming from 
a guy like Ryan. He puts his 
heart into the game.”

Passion is all Grimm 
asks of his players. Chen 
said he doesn’t even men-
tion perfection until the 
very end of the season. The 
players get use to the pres-
sure of keeping the streak 
alive and don’t want it to 
end.

“It’s a great feeling,” 
Delevan said. “It shows 
we’re are the most domi-
nant school out there.”

SFP cruises past St. Ray’s
Championship win completes Terriers’ perfect handball season

The St. Francis Prep varsity and junior varsity handball teams celebrate their unbeaten seasons. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 52

St. Francis Prep’s David 
Rodriguez makes contact with 
the ball. Photo by Robert Cole

St. John’s University’s Ryan 
Horstman was selected in the 
Major League Baseball draft 
by the Seattle Mariners. 
Photo courtesy SJU/Vincent Dusovic

St. John’s lefty leads 
boro players drafted
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Dominic Murray, a 

former basketball standout 
at Monsignor McClancy in 
East Elmhurst, lived by a 
hauntingly accurate motto 
of “live by the ball, die by 
the ball.”

Murray, a freshman 
on the Farmingdale State 
College basketball team, 
died of sudden cardiac ar-
rest while participating in 
an open gym at the college 
Oct. 5, 2009, at age 17. Those 
who loved him are trying to 
make sure others don’t suf-
fer the same fate.

His memory lives on in 
a fight to raise awareness 
of sudden cardiac arrest in 
youth through the Domi-
nic A. Murray 21 Memorial 
Foundation, created by his 
mother Melinda. On June 
8, the foundation hosted 
its second annual Ballin’ 
to Protect Young Hearts 
basketball tournament for 
eighth-grade boys and girls 
entering high school at Mc-
Clancy to spread awareness 

to young athletes and their 
parents.

“I didn’t want another 
family to experience the 
same tragedy that has be-
come my reality,” Melinda 
Murray said. “I didn’t 
want another mother to go 
through that.”

Before the athletes and 
their teams can participate 
in the tournament, they 
must see a nutritionist, 

learn hands-only CPR and 
learn how to use a defibril-
lator. The winning school 
or travel team receives an 
automated external defi-
brillator, which Murray 
considers to be more valu-
able than any trophy they 
can reward.

Before giving the AED 
to the winning school, the 
foundation certifies the 
winning school’s coaches 

in CPR and educates the 
team, she said. Helping Our 
Guys and Girls Succeed and 
Coach Darnell Child took 
home the crown.

“More than basketball, 
it’s all about the awareness 
that we raised for the chil-
dren,” said tournament di-
rector Louis Xifaras. “That 
was the underlying cause 
of the whole foundation and 
event.”

Added Murray, “For 
every young heart saved, 
that’s Dominic’s heart beat-
ing once more.”

Spreading awareness 
of sudden cardiac arrest 
and teaching CPR to young 
athletes is so important to 
Murray because an athlete 
dying of heart complica-
tions is not a rare occur-
rence. Every three days, 
one student athlete dies 
from sudden cardiac ar-
rest, she said.

“Considering that it’s 
not rare and that so many 
people don’t know about it, 
it’s very critical through 
our tournament that we 

educate them on the aware-
ness and importance of 
CPR,” Murray said.

The Dominic A. Mur-
ray Foundation is three 
years old and has certified 
more than 2,100 people in 
CPR, Murray said, as well 
as screened more than 
1,200 youths for heart com-
plications. The foundation 
provides scholarships in 
Dominic’s name to one Mc-
Clancy student, and one 
Farmingdale student each 
year for $2,100, after Domi-
nic’s jersey No. 21.

For a young man de-
scribed as happy, energetic 
and full of life, it’s safe to 
say he would approve of his 
mother’s mission to spread 
awareness of sudden car-
diac arrest.

“I know he’s smiling 
looking down on us right 
now,” Xifaras said. “He’d 
definitely give a thumbs up 
for what we’re doing in his 
name. I think it’s a great 
thing that we’re honoring 
him and continuing his 
legacy, but he would abso-
lutely love this.”

Jack Curran’s legacy 
was given one final honor 
that spilled over into the 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional baseball final last 
weekend.

The league announced 
that the trophy awarded to 
the most valuable player 
of the AA championship 
would now be forever 
named after Curran, the 
legendary Archbishop Mol-
loy coach who died earlier 
this year.

It’s a fitting tribute by 
a league that traditionally 
and usually quickly gets 
things like this right. Cur-
ran was the face of Catholic 

and New York City baseball 
for 55 years and holds near-
ly every coaching record, 
including 17 CHSAA city 
baseball titles and 30 ap-
pearances in the title game. 
That means in more than 
half the seasons he coached 
Curran was playing for the 
championship and more 
times than not winning.

Molloy is also the last 
team to repeat, doing so 
in 1976-77. That came in a 
span of 14 years where the 
Stanners won the title 11 
times, including a record 
four straight.

The award was given 
to St. Raymond starting 
pitcher Steven Figueroa 
after he tossed a two-hit 
shut out in the Raven’s 7-0 
win over Farrell Sunday at 
Fordham University.

This year’s Molloy 
club, despite their best ef-
forts, couldn’t get to the 

final and win a title for 
Curran, a Bronx native, as 
they had hoped. Molloy saw 
its season end with a heart-
breaking 1-0 loss to Cardi-
nal Spellman May 31 in the 
loser’s bracket.

The award is a great 
way for Curran’s legacy 
and teachings to be passed 
along to more than just the 
players at Molloy. Twenty 

years from now the trophy’s 
recipient will likely ask his 
coach, sibling or parent, 
“Who is the man whose 
name is on this thing?” if 
he doesn’t pay attention to 
the announcement from 
the load speakers. The re-
sponse will be, “Jack Cur-
ran, only one of the greatest 
high school coaches ever.”

Just when you think 

you’ve learned everything 
Curran had accomplished, 
there is always more.

A reporter in the Ford-
ham press box asked who 
was the youngest coach to 
win a CHSAA Class AA 
baseball title with St. Ray-
mond and headman Marc 
DeLuca, 34, almost ensured 
to win the school’s first 
crown.

The answer, of course, 
was Jack Curran. Who else? 
He was 32 when he won his 
first baseball crown in 
1963. It’s likely another dis-
tinction that will never be 
matched.

So kudos to the CHSAA 
for leaving people one final 
reminder of Curran’s im-
pact on baseball in New 
York City. From the looks 
of it, we are only scratching 
the surface of understand-
ing just how deep it goes.

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 1

4-
20

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

CHSAA honors Curran’s legacy with award
Joseph 

Staszewski

Block Shots

The CHSAA has renamed the Most Valuable Player Award for late 
Molloy Coach Jack Curran. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Tournament aims to prevent teen cardiac arrest
Participants screened for heart ailments, taught CPR at event held in memory of McClancy hoops star

Helping Our Guys and Girls Succeed celebrates winning the Ballin’ to Protect Young Hearts tourna-
ment title. Photo courtesy Melinda Murray

Continued from Page 51

Draft

DOMINIC MURRAY 
Photo courtesy Melinda Murray

University, isn’t sure if he 
will sign. He hit .514 and 
had a 633 on-base percent-
age while adding three tri-
ples and 17 stolen bases for 
the Judges during the regu-
lar season. His speed and 
arm made him an excellent 
centerfielder.

“It’s a dream come 
true,” Castano said.

Florides, who was 
committed to New York 
Tech, signed with the Blue 
Jays and was on his way to 
the airport June 11 to fly 
to Tampa. He expects to be 
sent to rookie ball in the 
Gulf Coast League. It’s been 
a whirlwind for Florides, 
who missed all of last sea-
son with a broken arm.

“I was surprised,” 
Florides said. “After a 
broken arm, coming back 
and getting drafted, that’s 
crazy.”
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Sabrina Southerland 

and Deajah Stevens both 
wanted a feeling of family 
and comfort in their col-
lege destinations. The Ben-
jamin Cardozo track stars 
both found it in different 
ways as Southerland heads 
to Georgetown and Stevens 
moves on to South Carolina 
next season after signing 
national letters of intent.

Southerland, one of 
the premier middle-dis-
tance runners in the coun-
try, picked Georgetown 
over Villanova to literally 
be close to her aunt Giana 
Hendricks, who lives just 
10 minutes away from the 
Washington, D.C., school. 
She didn’t want to feel too 
far away from family after 
leaving home.

“So it’s not like I’m 
really away,” Southerland 
said.

Stevens, on the other, 
hand found a deep connec-

tion with her future team-
mates and coaches at South 
Carolina. She immediately 
connected with them on 
her visit in May. The New 
Rochelle transfer felt wel-
comed with open arms by 
girls she barely knew dur-
ing her visit in April and 
picked the Gamecocks over 
Tennessee, Miami and Ken-
tucky.

“It was their first time 
meeting me and they al-
ready welcomed me in a 
family and made me feel 
very at home,” Stevens 
said. “I’m living so far 
from home it’s nice to have 
a team that will treat you 
like family.”

Southerland leaves be-
hind a stellar career at Car-
dozo. She helped the Judges 
win four PSAL indoor titles 
and three outdoor crowns. 
Southerland ran the sec-
ond fastest high school 800 
meters ever with a time of 
2:03.59 this season. She and 
Stevens were both mem-
bers of the distance medley 
relay team that gave Car-
dozo its first Penn Relay 
Championship of an Amer-
ica title. She headed to the 
rival school of brother and 
basketball star James, who 
recently graduated from 
Syracuse.

She hopes to continue 
that success at George-
town with Coaches Patrick 
Henner and Michael Smith. 
Southerland said she im-
mediately clicked with the 
staff and believes they will 
bring out the best in her. 
She was reminded of work-
ing with Cardozo assistant 
Coach Ray James.

“Coach Mike is great,” 
Southerland said. “He 

seems very energetic. He’s 
very into track and serious 
about his work. He kind of 
reminded me of Coach Ray. 
He knew how to push me.”

Stevens didn’t want to 
push herself through the 
end of her first season with 
the Judges. She suffered a 
knee injury and shut things 
down trying not to risk fur-
ther injury despite having 
more to prove in her mind.

“It was very disap-

pointing because I feel like 
I still have more to show,” 
she said. “No track runner 
wants to not be able to run, 
but I don’t want to hurt me 
in the long run.”

She is hoping for big 
things under Coach Cur-
tis Frye at South Carolina, 
which is know for develop-
ing sprinters. Stevens ran 
the fastest 200 meters in the 
state indoors at 23.89 and 
won a state title in the 300 

meters.
“I really clicked with 

the coaches when I first met 
them,” Stevens said.

Both she and Souther-
land are happy to have the 
process over with and feel 
they picked the best desti-
nations.

“I pretty much liked 
everything about it,” Ste-
ven’s said. “There wasn’t 
anything that I didn’t like. 
So it was like it feels like a 
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The city Law Depart-
ment and the city Economic 
Development Corp. main-
tain that a 1961 law written 
into the city’s code to allow 
Shea Stadium and Citi Field 
to be built on parkland also 
allows for the construction 
of the mall.

The law states that the 
leaseholders, in this case 
the Mets, have development 
rights on the parking lot.

But critics have sug-
gested the 1961 law was 
never intended to allow for 
commercial development 
on the scale proposed and 
 contend the agreement 
may violate laws requiring 
parkland to be replaced.

Michael Rikon, a law-
yer who has represented 
Willets Point property own-
ers in several cases in the 
past, said the law  allows 
the Mets to build ancillary 

uses for the stadium, but 
not an unrelated commer-
cial retail hub. It is only a 
matter of time, he predict-
ed, before someone takes 
the developers and the city 
to court.

“There’s an organiza-
tion that has spoken to me 
about it on a few occasions. 
They are interested in liti-
gating this issue,” Rikon 
said. “There are also citi-
zens who are very disturbed 
about losing parkland.”

If the 1961 law were 
found to be invalid, the de-
velopment might fall into 
a category called a major 
concession — defined by 
the Department of City 
Planning as any privately 
run enterprise bigger than 
15,000 square feet sited on 
public land — and thus 
subject to another public 
review process.

On another front, the 
Urban Justice Center, a non-
profit dedicated to provid-
ing legal aid to low-income 

New Yorkers, recently sent 
a letter to the developers 
calling the special permit 
application “deeply flawed” 
since it did not follow stan-
dard regulations for leas-
ing parkland.

Typically a state bill 
with specific language is 
required to lease parkland, 
the center argued, while 
state precedent and the fed-
eral Public Trust Doctrine 
stipulate that any leased 
land should be replaced. 
The city contends the land 
is already leased to the 
Mets and development does 
not require any further le-
gal permission.

After Marshall’s rec-
ommendation, the applica-
tion moves on to the City 
Planning Commission.

The developers plan to 
begin cleaning up the his-
torically contaminated soil 
early next year.

I’m happy I could make 
Queens proud in my own 
little way,” he said.

Arvind has become 
somewhat of a celebrity 
since winning the title May 
30 and made an appearance 
on Jimmy Kimmel’ ABC 
show.

He had a brief opportu-
nity to swing by his school, 
MS 74 in Bayside Hills, 
June 4 where he saw his 

friends.
“They were all very 

happy for me,” he said.
The spelling bee tour-

nament also gave Arvind 
the chance to make new 
friendships, which he says 
was one of the best parts of 
the experience along with 
getting to study 122,000 
words.

“As you may have 
guessed, knaidel has be-
come one of my favorite 
words,” Arvind told the 
crowd at Ben’s Best, as he 
was met by applause.

But the top of his list is 
the word “sardoodledom,” 
defined by Miriam-Webster 
as “mechanically contrived 
plot structure and stereo-
typed or unrealistic char-
acterization in drama.” He 
likes it because it sounds 
funny.

The next step for 
Arvind is his freshman 
year at Stuyvesant High 
School, and in the future he 
hopes to study physics.

And what does Arvind 
think about the knaidels 
named in his honor?

Continued from Page 4 
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replace inefficient air con-
ditioners in New York City 
Housing Authority build-
ings while providing jobs 
for public housing resi-
dents. She also founded the 
nonprofit Girls Who Code, 
which teaches young wom-
en the language of the new 
tech economy.

She said this experi-
ence puts her ahead of two 
of the other candidates 
in the race: City Council-
woman Letitia James (D-
Brooklyn) and state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D-Man-
hattan).

“I think I’m the only 

candidate with both Tish 
and Daniel that’s really 
offering a vision of what 
I want to do as the next 
public advocate,” she said. 
“You know I think that we 
need to have elected offi-
cials who are actually go-
ing to get things done, and 
I think what I’ve gotten 
done ... both as a deputy 
and as a private citizen is 
more than they’ve accom-
plished in their longterm 
careers as public offi-
cials.”

Cathy Guerriero, a 
teacher at Columbia and 
New York universities, 
and NYPD official Sidique 
Wai are also in the race.

Saujani has been 
tweeting that she would 

like to change the way the 
office has operated and 
sees it as a vehicle for in-
novation when it comes 
to city agencies. Her cam-
paign’s four-point plan 
addresses women, educa-
tion, jobs and affordable 
housing.

“It’s calling atten-
tion to the issues, and that 
may include being really 
mad at,” and she paused, 
“Mayor Bill de Blasio. But 
that shouldn’t be the full 
job. I shouldn’t be waking 
up every day and thinking 
‘All right, what are the 10 
things I’m going to hit de 
Blasio on today?’”

Continued from Page 9 
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about wide-ranging sur-
veillance, which is why 
he opposed extending the 
Patriot Act, according to a 
spokeswoman, but as a New 
Yorker is extremely con-
cerned about national secu-
rity. Meng said she would 
look closely to ensure that 
balance is struck.

In addition to circulat-

ing the talking points about 
the Zazi case, Obama him-
self has attempted to quell 
the outrage expressed by 
many in the wake of the 
leak.

Last week, he assured 
reporters that no one was 
listening to telephone calls, 
but rather tracking data 
such as number and call 
duration in an attempt to 
establish a pattern should 
any of the activity be linked 
to suspected terrorism. To 
actually listen to the calls, 

the administration would 
have to obtain permission 
from a judge, he said.

“I think it’s impor-
tant to recognize you can’t 
have 100 percent security 
and also 100 percent pri-
vacy and also zero inconve-
nience. We’re going to have 
to make some choices as a 
society,” the president said 
June 7.

The American Civil 
Liberties Union filed a suit 
against the administration 
Wednesday.

Continued from Page 4 
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aiming to clean contami-
nated soil and redevelop 
23 acres of auto shops 
and junkyards into a new 
mixed-use neighborhood 
across from Citi Field.

According to a review 
of property records by 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
five other city-owned lots 
within the footprint of the 
redevelopment project also 
have full or partial vacate 
orders. Vacate orders are 
issued when a building is 
“perilous to life” or a fire 
hazard, city law states. Yet 
Housing did not make any 
repairs to bring the other 
structures into compli-
ance, and a spokesman did 
not indicate an intention to 
do so in the future.

“You close six or seven 
shops and you’re going to 

fix them up — no problem? 
It’s not fair!” said Ahmad 
Mushtaq, whose shops were 
shuttered by a full vacate 
order in early 2009.

The Bloomberg ad-
ministration had begun 
purchasing land in Willets 
Point after the City Coun-
cil approved the redevelop-
ment plan in 2008.

Months after the 2009 
vacate order, the city pur-
chased the property from 
Mushtaq’s landlord, but has 
let it sit in disrepair.

Mushtaq had been op-
erating Aryana Auto Col-
lision for 15 years prior to 
the vacate order, but had to 
pack up and leave.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has character-
ized the violations as a city 
effort to harass businesses 
in the area eyed for the 
project.

He characterized the 
uneven treatment of city-

owned buildings in Willets 
Point — some are closed 
like Mushtaq’s, but others 
appear to continue to oper-
ate despite having condi-
tions “perilous to life” — as 
a response to coverage in 
the media.

“I think it has to do 
with the push back,” he 
said. “I think the city got 
embarrassed.”

Avella contends that 
the city has been issuing 
violations piecemeal to try 
and force tenants out ahead 
of the project — something 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion denies.

Buildings character-
ized the initial violations 
as nothing more than rou-
tine inspections, while the 
city has repeatedly said it 
is working to relocate ten-
ants in the area and has al-
ready offered job training 
services.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets

on developing teamwork 
and dedication.

“The whole time they 
were practicing, it was just 
the respect that they had 
for each other,” said Cherl 
Araujo, the fifth-grade 
teacher at PS 134.

One student at PS 134 
fractured his leg, but an-
other student was able to 
fill his spot seamlessly.

“We have such a close 
team that one of the other 
children was able to step 
in. They worked so well as 
a team,” said Araujo.

This is PS 134’s sec-
ond year advancing in the 
competition after having 
the program for about five 
years.

The program can be 

for fourth-, fifth- or sixth-
grade students and it has 
become a large part of the 
culture at these schools.

“The entire year stu-
dents are anticipating 
ballroom dancing,” said 
Araujo.

At Hollis’ PS 134, the 
Langston Hughes School, a 
performance is also given 
for the entire school and 
fourth-graders are able to 
see it and become excited 
about participating in ball-
room dancing next year.

Araujo said her stu-
dents also learn about the 
dances in class, which has 
the fifth-graders conduct 
research on the history and 
culture of the countries 
where the dances origi-
nate.

“We don’t get much 
funding for the arts. This 
program is affordable and 

the children gain an ap-
preciation for dance as an 
art. They are able to learn 
and achieve at such a high 
level,” said PS 134 Principal 
Robert Chambers.

Dancing Classrooms is 
a national non-profit orga-
nization that was founded 
in 1994 to help cultivate 
social dance in the class-
rooms. The group is  in-
volved in about 200 schools 
in the New York City area. 
The 10-week program is 
designed to enhance social 
development values such as 
respect, teamwork, and tol-
erance to children through 
dance. The teaching ap-
proach attempts to build 
self-esteem so children 
have the confidence to re-
spect one another.

Continued from Page 16 
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