
Your Neighborhood — Your News®June 16, 2013

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Community Board 2 vot-
ed down 5Pointz owner David 
Wolkoff’s special permit applica-
tion to develop the graffiti-cov-
ered warehouse in Long Island 
City into two high-rise luxury 
apartments last week, a decision 
that was well-received by artists 
and supporters of the building.

TimesLedger Newspapers 
previously reported on Wolkoff’s 
plan to raze 5Pointz, at 45-46 Da-
vis St., by the end of the year in fa-
vor of two high-rise luxury apart-
ment buildings.

Wolkoff presented his plans 
at a CB 2 meeting at PS1 back 
in May and asked for a zoning 
change to allow 1,000 residential 
units, all rentals, in a 41-story 
tower and a 47-story tower, which  
would be connected on the fifth 
floor with an esplanade. The de-
sign plans include an indoor pool, 
a gym, an art gallery and a 250-
spot parking garage, along with 
a courtyard with a 50-by-200-foot 
mural honoring the building’s 
graffiti glory.

In addition, plans for the 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A former Flushing 

High School student has be-
come the center of a debate 
over the National Security 
Agency’s secret surveil-
lance programs.

In 2010, Najibullah 
Zazi pleaded guilty in fed-

eral court to hatching  a plot 
to bomb New York City sub-
ways with two of his former 
classmates.

Now the Obama ad-
ministration is credit-
ing the former Queens 
resident’s arrest to a wide-
reaching and controver-
sial surveillance program, 

the existence of which was 
leaked to two newspapers 
last week.

The Washington Post 
and the British newspaper 
The Guardian were both 
provided information from 
a former NSA contractor 
named Edward Snowden 

BY JOE ANUTA

Borough President Helen Marshall heard 
testimony about a special permit for the $3 billion 
Willets Point redevelopment project last week, but 
a judge may ultimately decide whether the ambi-
tious plan can move forward.

BY JOE ANUTA

A motorcycle enthusiast run-
ning for borough president may 
seem like the obvious choice for 

Queens gearheads, but lingering 
bitterness over a 2008 proposed 
law has the biker voting bloc 
backing rival candidates.

In the race for Borough Hall, 

one group supports City Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
while another is lining up behind 
Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans). The two lawmakers are 

in a Democratic primary with 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), businessman Everly Brown 
and former Assemblywoman Me-
linda Katz.

Vallone’s cycle credentials 
include proposing a bill that 
would give riders free parking, 
since Muni-Meter receipts are of-
ten ripped from bikes by thieves 
or stiff winds.

He has also been seen cruis-
ing on his Harley Dyna Wide 
Glide alongside city Comptroller 
and biker John Liu , after traffic 
scofflaws, at the head of char-
ity rides and at the handlebars 
dressed as Batman.

“I am supporting him and 
telling my club to keep him in 
mind when they go to the polls,” 
said Joe Sessa, president of the 
New York City Harley Owners 
Group, based out of Long Island 
City.

The club has worked with 
Vallone on the parking issue and 
also has invited him as the grand 
marshal of a rally to raise money 
to fight breast cancer that draws 
more than 300 riders. The most 
recent even was June 2, but just 

Marshall mulls Willets plan
as potential litigation looms

Bikers roar into boro prez race
Motorcycle voting blocs back rival candidates in campaign for Queens offi ce
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Flushing cited in leak debate
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Councilmen Leroy Comrie (l.) and Peter Vallone Jr. sit behind the handlebars of Harley Davidson motorcycles. 
Photos by Christina Santucci courtesy Peter Vallone Jr.

CB 2 rejects 
5Pointz plan

for rental apts.

Najibullah Zazi exits an NYPD helicopter 
escorted by U.S. marshals in 2009. 

Photo courtesy NYPD
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A powerful soprano 

voice belted out a song la-
menting loss as commu-
nity members gathered in 
Jamaica Monday to take a 
stand against violence.

“Seems like to me 
the stars don’t shine so 
bright/Seems to me like 
the sun has lost its light/
Seems like to me there’s 
nothing going right,” op-
era singer and voice coach 
Janet Mandel sang inside 
the downtown Jamaica 
Market. “Since you went 
away.”

Parents who lost their 
sons to violence, commu-
nity activists and men 
who know first-hand how 
dangerous it can be to be 
young and black came 
together at the call of 100 
Suits for 100 Men Presi-

dent Kevin Livingston, 
who provides professional 
attire to those in need.

After her husband — 
renowned voice coach Sam 
Sakarian — died, Mandel 

was looking for something 
meaningful to do with his 
impressive wardrobe, and 

when she saw Livingston 
profiled on NY1 she de-
cided she would donate his 
clothing to a good cause.

“I cried and said, 
‘That’s where Sam’s cloth-
ing has to go,’” she said. 
“He had a lot of sport 
coats, shirts, ties, shoes, 
raincoats and some beau-
tiful overcoats.”

Mandel’s selection, 
“Sence You Went Away,” 
was written in the 1920s 
by James Weldon John-
son who, along with his 
brother John Rosamond 
Johnson, is probably best 
known for writing “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” 
sometimes called the black 
national anthem.

The song is written 
in an African-American 
Southern dialect, and 
Mandel said it never got 
the credit it deserved be-

cause its authors were 
black.

“I thought to myself, 
‘I’m going to revive it,’” 
she said. “It’s a beautiful, 
heartbreaking song.”

“Seems like to me I 
just can’t help but sigh,” 
the song’s lyrics go, not-
ing how days seem longer 
when all you can think 
about is the person who is 
not there.

It is a feeling Penny 
Wrencher knows well.

“It’s so painful for 
me,” she said through 
tears as she explained 
there has been no arrest 
made in the five years 
since her son, Andre Saun-
ders, was gunned down at 
the South Jamaica Houses 
in 2009. “It has to stop! All 
this killing and for what? 
It’s nonsense.”

Janet Mandel (c.) joins southeast Queens community members in calling for an end to violence. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Activists raise their voices against guns
Opera singer leads southeast Queens community’s call to stop violence at Jamaica Market event

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The building that pre-
viously housed the Park-
way Hospital in Forest 
Hills is slated to be auc-
tioned at the end of June 
with an outstanding lien of 
$14.86 million, according to 
PropertyShark.

The establishment, a 
more than 71,000-square-
foot-property, at 70-35 
113th St. in Forest Hills, 
was home to the hospital 
until 2008, when the New 
York State Commission on 
Healthcare Facilities shut 
it down, saying the facil-
ity’s state operating license 
was no longer valid, 

The hospital closed 
its doors after serving the 
community for more than 
four decades. Community 
members said the facility 
saved a countless number 

of lives since opening in 
the mid-1960s. The closure 
resulted in the emptying of 
251 beds and dissolving the 
jobs of approximately 600 
people.   

The hospital’s owner, 
Dr. Robert Aquino, lost the 
battle to keep the hospital 
open, and creditors began 
to pursue him for unpaid 
debts at the building in 
2008. Aquino went on to file 
a lawsuit against New York 
state, alleging that the hos-
pital, where he served as 
chief executive officer, was 
forced to close down after 
he refused to pay bribes to 
then-Assemblyman Antho-
ny Seminerio. 

A foreclosure judge-
ment was issued against 
the establishment May 6. 

It was rumored that 
the property might be 
turned into a detention cen-
ter or correctional facility 

in 2009, according to The 
Real Deal, but no official 
plans were ever filed.    

The property, which 
sits on a more than 
56,000-square-foot lot, is 
up for auction June 28 at 
Queens Supreme Court 
in Jamaica, according to 

Property Shark, a real es-
tate website.  

A vote on whether to 
landmark the historic For-
est Park Carousel is on 
the agenda for later this 
month. 

The city’s Landmark 
Preservation Commission 

has scheduled a second 
hearing on the proposal for 
June 25, followed by vote on 
the merry-go-round, which 
is situated within Forest 
Park in Woodhaven.

On Tuesday, the  com-
mission heard public testi-
mony from four people in 
favor of the landmark pro-
posal, including Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), and re-
ceived written statements 
on the plan.

“The significance of 
the Muller horses, which 
were carved more than 100 
years ago, is without ques-
tion, and the carousel has 
been a centerpiece of Forest 
Park for 40 years. I strongly 
believe that landmark-
ing the carousel will in-
crease visitors and ensure 
it remains preserved and 
operational for future gen-
erations,” Crowley said in 

a statement about the car-
ousel, which was brought 
to its current location in 
Woodhaven in the 1970s 
from its original home in 
Dracut, Mass.

Also known as the 
Muller Carousel, Forest 
Park’s historic merry-go-
round dates back more than 
a century when its collec-
tion of creatures - horses, a 
lion and a tiger among oth-
ers - were handcarved by 
artist Daniel Carl Muller. 

“This ride offers an op-
portunity to interact close-
ly with a variety of wild 
animals (a lion, tiger and 
deer), military and circus 
horses that jump or remain 
stationary or just relax 
comfortably in a chariot,” 
testified John Krawchuk, 
director of historic pres-
ervation for the city Parks 
Department.

Dr. Robert Aquino (inset), filed a lawsuit against New York state in 
his long effort to save Parkway Hospital, which will be auctioned 
off later this month.

Parkway Hospital building to be auctioned
Preservationists await decision on whether city will landmark beloved Forest Park Carousel 
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When was the last time you said, “I want to go to the hospital?”  If you 
are like most people, you don’t want to be hospitalized if you can avoid it.

However, when you do need hospital care, and you want to feel better, 
you and your doctor want to choose the place where you can trust you 
will find a higher level of care and strong results.  

The Joint Commission – THE authority in health care facility  
accreditation, conducts this survey. The survey reviews safety, quality 
and security for every health facility in the United States.   

We are proud of our medical staff, administration, and employees. They have 
earned this survey result with what they do here each and every day – on our 
main campus and across our more than two dozen community medicine 
facilities and primary care practice sites across the great boro of Queens. 

And, we take this opportunity to share this news with our patients, our 
future patients, and the thousands of physicians who refer patients to us.  

See how we can help you feel better.  Visit us online at nyhq.org or call 
800-282-6684 to make an appointment with a member of our medical staff.

If you want to read more about how the Joint Commission evaluates 
health care facilities, go to www.jointcommission.org

© New York Hospital Queens

NYHQ Posts  
Excellent Results in  
Joint Commission  

Accreditation Survey

“We have great news here at New York Hospital Queens.  
In our latest Joint Commission accreditation survey  

we performed among the top handful of hospitals across  
the country surveyed in this period.”

© New York Hospital Queens

BY LISA AUTZ

More than 7,000 
humble bungalows once 
bordered New York City’s 
Atlantic Shore in Far Rock-
away, providing summer 
getaways for New Yorkers 
for much of the 20th cen-
tury. Now, the bungalow 
community has dwindled 
to about 100 on three blocks 
bound by Beach 24th Street, 
Seagirt Avenue, Beach 26th 
Street and the oceanfront 
boardwalk.

Preservationists have 
been fighting for their sur-
vival and are beginning to 
see progress. Rose Harvey, 
commissioner of the state 
Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation, 
has placed the district on 
the State Register of His-
toric Places, according to 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall.

Preservationists have 
been battling for years 
against the transforma-
tion of the bungalows into 
ocean-view apartment 
buildings. The Beachside 
Bungalow Preservation 
Association of Far Rock-
away has teamed up with 
preservationist organiza-
tions, such as the Historic 
Districts Council and Long 
Island Traditions, to fight 
development over 15 years 
ago.

According to Marshall, 
the placement of the district 
on the State Register auto-
matically nominates it to 
be on the National Register 
of Historic Places, which 
has the National Park Ser-
vice protect the area.

The state recognition 
of the bungalows as a his-
toric place paves the way 
for aid to preserve the re-
maining properties and 
give property owners eli-
gibility for grants and tax 
credits on rehabilitation. 
A decision is expected by 
the Park Service on the 
district’s placement on the 
National Register by this 
summer, Marshall said.

“These remaining Far 
Rockaway beach bunga-

lows deserve to be protect-
ed because they are simple 
yet elegant structures that 
are a testament to a past 
lifestyle that incorporated 
fresh air and outdoor activ-
ity for healthy living,” said 
Marshall.

The structures are 
said to represent the pres-
ervation of traditional bun-
galow culture that began 
in the early 1900s. The dis-
tinct architecture was fa-
mously designed by Henry 
Hohauser, designer of art 
deco hotels in Miami in the 
1930s.

Each one-story bun-
galow is made of brick and 
plaster and has a porch, 
three bedrooms, a small 
kitchen, a bathroom and 
many windows. Based on 
the documentary “The 
Bungalows of Rockaway,” 
by filmmaker Jennifer Cal-
lahan, it was a time when 
largely Jewish and Irish 
working-class families 
sought summer retreats 
from Manhattan and devel-
oped tight-knit communi-
ties in their yearly summer 
vacation homes.

The documentary was 
created based on the histo-
ry of the beach-side homes 
and their struggle for sur-
vival. The bungalows were 
also featured in several 
scenes in 2009 in the HBO 
show “Boardwalk Empire,” 
which is set in Atlantic City 
during the prohibition era.

“Frequently, tra-
ditional bungalows are 
overlooked by historic 
preservationists and local 

historians because they 
are common and have sim-
ple architectural features,” 
said Nany Solomon, execu-
tive director of Long Island 
Traditions. “Yet this ig-
nores the powerful cultural 
significance the bungalows 
have in communities and 
families. We should con-
tinue to support the surviv-
ing bungalows so that oth-
ers can learn and enjoy the 
traditional culture of our 
shoreline communities for 
future generations.”

The bungalow colony 
began to diminish in the 
1980s due to high crime 
rates and poor urban-
renewal plans. The few 
that do remain are part of 
the Beachside Bungalow 
Preservation Association, 
which is determined to save 
the community as a tribute 
to the once-thriving area.

Efforts are continu-
ing to be made to convince 
the city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission to 
approve the district to be 
a city Historic District, ac-
cording to Marshall. This 
next step would further 
protect the historical struc-
tures by requiring the com-
mission’s approval of any 
new construction, demoli-
tions or alterations within 
the district.

For now, the Far Rock-
away beach bungalows 
await the approval of the 
State Register of Historic 
Places as a progressive step 
toward saving their chapter 
in New York City’s history.

Youngsters, including Aisha Francis (front l.) and Tanisia Wright 
(front r.) hula hoop in front of bunglaows on Beach 25th Street.

Rockaway bungalows put 
on historic state registry



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
UNE 16, 2013

5

BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg wants the city 
to prepare for storms far 
worse than Hurricane 
Sandy, which devastated 
parts of the Rockaways and 
southern Queens.

And at  a presenta-
tion Tuesday, he outlined 
his elaborate plan on how 
to protect the city’s water-
front from future flooding 
and other effects of climate 
change.

Sandy cost the city $19 
billion in damages, but a 
storm mid-century could 
cost the Big Apple five times 
that amount, he warned.

“Whether you believe 
climate change is real or 
not is beside the point — 
we can’t run the risk,” 
Bloomberg told the crowd 
gathered at the Brooklyn 

Navy Yard.
Along coastal areas, 

he called for beaches to be 
widened and sand dunes to 
be built. Part of the plan is 
to restore the natural wet-
lands in Jamaica Bay.

Breezy Point, which 
juts out into the Atlantic 
Ocean on the western tip of 
the Rockaway Peninsula, is 
slated to receive a double-
dune system, which could 
be implemented in the rest 

of the Rockaways if suc-
cessful. The placement of 
breakwaters further to the 
west of Breezy Point is also 
being considered.

Storm surge barriers 
at Newtown Creek and at 

the mouth of Jamaica Bay 
figure prominently in the 
plan as a way to prevent 
flooding from various bod-
ies of water.

“Water entering 
through these back doors 
accounted for a lot of flood 
damage. And the biggest 
back door of all, of course, 
was Jamaica Bay,” he said.

A barrier at Jamaica 
Bay would protect commu-
nities of Howard Beach and 
Broad Channel, according 
to hizzoner.

He is advocating for 
higher construction stan-
dards for new properties 
and new zoning that would 
facilitate elevation of build-
ings above the floodplain, 
as well as a $1.2 billion in-
centive program so that 
property owners, who may 
not have qualified for San-
dy relief funds, put flood 

protections into vulnerable 
sites.

Once the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s new flood maps, 
which were released Mon-
day and predict that by 2050 
up to one quarter of the 
city’s land area will be in 
the floodplain, become of-
ficial, insurance rates will 
skyrocket, the mayor said.

But those rates will 
drop significantly if a 
structure located in the 
floodplain is elevated, he 
said.

Bloomberg plans to 
call on the federal govern-
ment to give a partial re-
duction in insurance rates 
to owners who install flood-
related improvements, like 
raising electrical systems, 
even if the structure is not 
elevated.

A wave crashes down on Rockaway Beach before Hurricane Sandy left its mark on the peninsula. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor lays out storm plan for Rockaways
Bloomberg envisions double dunes in Breezy Point, surge barrier to protect Jamaica Bay
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BY PHIL CORSO

Borough officials 
put the brakes on a city 
proposal this week that 
would have rerouted buses 
through residential areas 
of Bay Terrace.

To the community’s 
dismay, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
redrew the routes for the 
Q13 and Q16 between Fort 
Totten and Flushing to ac-
commodate ongoing con-
struction at Little Bay Park. 
The temporary year-long 
lines would have had buses 
chugging by back streets 
and elementary schools, 
and nearby residents said 
they were not along for the 
ride.

Their voices were ul-
timately heard after com-
munity leaders and elected 
officials sat down with 
the MTA to make sure the 

maps were not redrawn.
“I was proud to work 

with community leaders 
and agency representa-
tives to find a solution,” 
said state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
who helped negotiate with 
the MTA. “It was gratify-
ing to work together in an 
extremely short time frame 
to develop an alternative 
option.”

Braunstein battled the 
agency to keep Fort Tot-
ten as a turn-around point 
despite the construction so 
that routes would not need 
to be changed.

Warren Schreiber, who 
heads the Bay Terrace Com-
munity Alliance, said the 
proposed rerouting posed 
a new risk to residents be-
cause it had buses passing 
by Bell Academy and PS 169 
on 212th Street, where chil-
dren are already abundant. 

BY JOE ANUTA

A gas station courier 
who had a bag containing 
$90,000 stolen out of his 
parked car Monday was 
just the latest victim in a 
Flushing neighborhood 
known for large-scale thefts 
of cash.

In this case, the cou-
rier was inside a bank de-
positing money at about 10 
a.m. when he left his car 
parked near the corner 
of Crocheron Avenue and 
162nd Street, according to 
police.

While he was inside, 
police say a man busted 
out a driver’s side window 
of the vehicle and swiped a 
plastic bag containing the 
cash.

The NYPD released 
surveillance footage of a 
suspect in the hopes the 
public could aid in his cap-
ture.

But having tens of 
thousands of dollars stolen 
is not exactly uncommon in 
Flushing.

Thieves promising re-
ligious or medical miracles 
have conned members of 
the Chinese community out 
of about $600,000  during 
the last year in the greater 
Flushing area covered by 
the 109th Precinct, officers 
said in April.

In one case several 
months ago, a 72-year-old 
woman put $61,000 into a 
sack and gave it to a woman 

who pledged to pray over 
the money and return it.

The woman did not, 
but she was later arrested 
by the 109th Precinct after 
being recognized and pum-
meled by the septuagenar-
ian outside a Main Street 
mall.

In November 2012, po-
lice arrested three people 

who allegedly conned a 
58-year-old woman out 
of $12,000 in a similar 
scheme.

In August of last year, 
a 40-year-old man went 
into a Bank of America and 
withdrew $40,000. While 
he was driving down Col-
lege Point Boulevard near 
the Northern Boulevard 

underpass, he was flagged 
down by a motorist who 
had a flat tire, according to 
the NYPD.

When the man stopped 
to help, another person 
swiped the cash out of his 
car, according to police, 
who said the man later 
remembered seeing the 
thieves’ car  at the bank.

Surveillance footage shows the bespectacled man wanted by police in connection with the theft of a 
sack containing $90,000 from a parked car. Image courtesy NYPD

Construction at Little Bay Park is temporarily hindering the turn-
around point for two northeast Queens bus routes.

High-cost heists hit Flushing
$90K stolen from courier’s car in latest theft of thousands in cash

Boro reverses reroute 
of Q13, Q16 bus lines
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FIELD  
DAY

SATURDAY JUNE 22ND

BAYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELD

CELEBRITY GUESTS
Mr. Met

NY METS WORLD SERIES PITCHER 
Dwight “Doc” Gooden

NY KNICKS LEGENDARY BACK COURT
Walt “Clyde” Frazier &  

Earl “The Pearl” Monroe
NY GIANTS SUPERBOWL MVP

O.J. Anderson
NY JETS STAR RECEIVER
Wesley Walker

 A FULL DAY OF FUN  
FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES!
Foods! Drinks! Music! Raffles for Exciting Prizes!  

Giveaways All Day! Kid Water Slides! Kid Inflatables!

Autographs & Pictures with Athletes*
Bring Chairs and Blankets…  

You’ll Want to Spend the Entire Day with DAC!
 *AUTOGRAPHS FOR REGISTERED KIDS AND THEIR PARENTS ONLY.

Basketball Games & Free Training!
Free Throw shooting & 3 point contests

OUR SPONSORS: AVGERINOS HEALTH CENTER  BOB COCCIA’S APPLIANCE CENTER  
BOURBON STREET  DE CAPITAL MORTGAGE  DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE  
MCGARRY CARPETS  MILLENNIUM PHYSICAL THERAPY  ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT  

MODELLS SPORTING GOODS  TOUCH OF CLASS ENTERTAINMENT

Register for DAC Summer Basketball League
July 15th – August 29th

Registration also available on Field Day for upcoming  
Flag Football, Basketball, and 2014 Spring Baseball Season.

Games Played indoors at PS 188 in Bayside
Boys – Girls ages 9-11 and 12-14 years old

Developmental Basketball ages 5-7 years old

WWW.DACSPORTS.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: DAC ATHLETIC CLUB  FOR MORE INFO EMAIL: BBDACSPORTS@AOL.COM

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President 
Helen Marshall is allocat-
ing up to $50,000 from her 
office’s discretionary bud-
get for a gun buyback to 
honor the memory of the 
14-year-old girl who was 
shot and killed while rid-
ing a city bus in South Ja-
maica last month.

At $200 for each hand-
gun or assault rifle turned 
in, that is enough money to 
take 250 deadly firearms 
off the streets.

“We estimate the to-
tal cost will be between 
$30,000 and $50,000,” Mar-
shall said. “We’d be happy 
to be closer to $50,000 and 
buy back as many guns as 
possible.”

The no-questions-
asked buyback will be held 
June 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the New Jerusalem 
Baptist Church 
of Jamaica, at 
122-05 Smith 
St., just a few 
blocks away 
from where 
D’aja Robinson 
was killed the 
night of May 
18.

D’aja and 
a friend were riding back 
from a Sweet 16 party 
when a shooter fired on 
the Q6 bus near the corner 
of Baisley and Rockaway 
boulevards, fatally strik-
ing her in the head.

Last week, the NYPD 

and the U.S. Marshals 
Service arrested Rosedale 
resident Kevin McClin-
ton, 21, in South Carolina 
and brought him back to 
Queens, where he was ar-
raigned on murder charg-
es in the shooting.

The gun buyback will 
offer $200 bank cards to 
anyone turning in a hand-
gun or assault rifle and $20 
cards for those surrender-
ing rifles, shotguns, air 
pistols or air rifles.

Teen’s death spurs buyback
of guns at Jamaica church

Above: Kevin McClinton, 21, is brought into 
Queens central booking after being arrested 
in South Carolina in the shooting of 14-year-
old D’aja Robinson. Borough President Helen 
Marshall is sponsoring a gun buyback in 
honor of D’aja. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
Left: A note hangs from a memorial set up 
honoring D’aja Robinson.
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Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

We’ll help you leverage the value of your 
home with competitive rates and personal 
attention you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� 
At Qside, you’re a member, not a number. 
Come say hello. 
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Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As the three-year an-
niversary of her brother’s 
unsolved murder ap-
proaches, Dionne Gordon 
continues her heartfelt 
plea asking anyone with 
information to step for-
ward and help find those 
responsible for the murder 
of the man who friends 
and family affectionately 
knew as Big Mo.

“We’re coming up on 
the third year anniversary 
of the death of Maurice,” 
said Dionne, who carries 
a stack of reward posters 
in her car. “We haven’t 
caught the murderers and 
the detectives stated to 
always keep it out there, 
so that there are eyes out 
there watching.”

On June 21, 2010, 
33-year-old Maurice Gor-
don was gunned down 
outside his parents’ home 
in South Jamaica around 
4 a.m.

Maurice, who lived 
in Freeport, L.I., with his 
wife and daughter, had 
gone out dancing earlier in 
the night with his cousin 
at the Moments night club 
in Elmont, L.I.

“Maurice just loved to 
dance. He was always the 
entertainer and perform-
er at the family affairs. 
That’s what anyone will 
tell you,” Gordon recalled 
about her brother, whose 
6-foot-3, 250-pound stature 
was outsized only by his 
warm personality. “That 
big guy just had a big smile 
and a big heart.”

While at the club, 
several men started ha-
rassing Maurice’s female 
cousin, and police initially 
thought this may have led 
to his murder, but Dionne 
said the cold case detec-
tives working on the mur-
der have now ruled out the 
Elmont affiliation.

Maurice and his cous-
in left the club and drove 

toward his parents’ home, 
where he often stayed in 
order to be close to John 

F. Kennedy International 
Airport, where he worked 
as a U.S. Customs and Bor-
der protection officer.

Soon after they ar-
rived at the home on 118th 
Avenue, three men pulled 
up in a black SUV and 
opened fire with an auto-
matic weapon.

Dionne said police 
found 38 casings on the 
ground, but it was a single 
bullet that fatally struck 
her brother.

Police now believe 
Maurice may have been 
the victim of a gang initia-
tion, she said.

Maurice’s father 
worked in law enforcement 
in his home country of Ja-
maica, and he had bragged 
to friends and neighbors 
about how proud he was 
that his son was following 
in his footsteps.

On the day of Mau-
rice’s wake, his father died 
of a heart attack, and Di-
onne delivered the  eulogy 

her father had prepared.
“To know Maurice 

was to love Maurice,” she 
quoted her father’s words.

Dionne said that af-
ter the murder she would 
make daily visits to the 
113th Precinct to speak 
with detectives about the 
case, and has since become 
frustrated with the lack of 
progress.

She still picks up post-
ers advertising the $22,000 
reward for information 
leading to the arrest and 
conviction of his killer 
or killers, takes them to 
Kinkos where she gets 
them laminated and sticks 
them up throughout the 
community.

She has even become 
an advocate for firearm 
reforms, meeting with 
first lady Michelle Obama 
and working with Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s cam-
paign against illegal guns.

Dionne, who works as 
a passenger service repre-

sentative at JFK, said she 
still feels Maurice’s ab-
sence every day.

“It hurts. It’s hard 
when I come into work 
and see customs agents 
and wish that could be my 
brother,” she said. “Words 
can’t express .... But what 
do I do? Do I lie down and 
just pray alone that some-
thing will give?”

“This has put me on a 
journey I didn’t plan for,” 
she added. “It’s an unjust, 
cruel world, but I’m here 
for the long haul.”

Anyone with informa-
tion may call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS and refer 
to poster number Q-619. 
Callers do not have to give 
their name and the re-
ward will be paid by code 
number. Tipsters can also 
log on to crimestoppers.
com or text their tips to 
274637(CRIMES) and then 
enter TIP577.

Dionne Gordon talks about the 
search for her brother’s kill-
er at a meeting for relatives 
of murder victims in 2012. As 
the third year anniversary of 
Maurice Gordon’s murder ap-
proaches, his sister remains 
steadfast in her search for 
justice.

Help us solve Maurice Gordon’s murder: Sister
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(718)

SIMPLE6
C A R  S E R V I C E

SIMPLY THE BEST PRICES!
SIMPLY THE BEST SERVICE!

24 / 7 / 365 . AIRPORT AND LOCAL SERVICE  
NO SURCHARGES! SIMPLE PRICING!

DRIVERS WANTED!
Take more $$$ home. SIMPLE.

No percentages like our competitors. 
Flat weekly radio fee. SIMPLE.

BONUS and Referral rewards program 
Contact David at 516.666.0270 

6 6 6 - 6 6 6 6 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Family Owned and Operated Since 1979
FEATURING THE WORLD’S BEST COMFORT FOOTWEAR

www.turnpikeshoes.com
Email: info@turnpikeshoes.com

FREE PRIVATE PARKING 

Expert shoe repair 
& modifi cations done on premises

FREE GIFT 

with Purchase

with this Ad

Fit makes the difference
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 6/30/13

FATHER’S DAY DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
6/30/13

FREE 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)
FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

apartment buildings also 
include 30,000 square feet of 
outdoor space for the public 
in addition to 50,000 square 
feet of retail space between 
both buildings. 5Pointz is 
at 45-46 Davis St.

Residents, supporters 
and local artists packed the 
CB 2 meeting June 6, de-
crying the special permit 
application and calling on 
board members to reject 
the proposal, noting that 
5Pointz is a revered destina-
tion recognized around the 
world not only known for 
its graffiti-covered facade, 
but for providing artists 
and children in and outside 
the community with an out-
let to express their artistic 
and creative talents.

“5Pointz is ours — it 
can’t be taken away from 
us, unless we let it be taken 
away from us,” said sup-
porter Angel Del Villa. “It’s 

one of the biggest tourist at-
tractions in Queens. We’re 
not going to let you take it.”

Long Island City resi-
dent Jason Artiga said 
he opposed the plan for a 
number of reasons, noting 
that the building is a place 
where visitors can go to see 
free artwork and that its 
demolishing would cause a 
divide among the commu-
nity.

“You don’t see MOMA 
being torn down , and it 
charges … we’re free,” he 
said. “If this new build-
ing is built, all you’re go-
ing to see is upper class 
— it’s going to turn people 
from the middle and lower 
class away. To knock down 
5Pointz is to knock down a 
great museum.”

Members of CB 2 later 
voted against the special 
permit, after Lisa Deller, 
chairwoman of CB 2’s Land 
Use Committee, recom-
mended to the board to vote 
no, citing the project’s “ex-
cessive size and unsatisfac-

tory design, which fails to 
provide sufficient commu-
nity benefits.”

She added, “The de-
veloper has not expressed 
interest or made a commit-
ment to provide affordable 
housing within the com-
plex.”

Wolkoff did not return 
calls for comment.

Stephen Cooper, co-
chairman of CB 2’s Land 
Use Committee, cited some 
fair and acceptable com-
munity benefits that, in the 
eyes of committee members, 
should be provided by the 
developer if a large-scale 
project were to be consid-
ered. Some included free or 
low-cost, short-term public 
parking for people shopping 
or eating in neighborhood 
restaurants, improvements 
to local mass transit, a 
fund for local community 
groups, partnerships with 
local art organizations and 
a guarantee of affordable 
housing.

Artists paint murals on the exterior walls of 5Pointz. Photo by Ken Maldonado. 

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz

a day after Vallone’s ride, 
Comrie was also perched 
atop a motorcycle — albeit 
a parked one — outside Bor-
ough Hall for a campaign 
rally.

The lawmaker, while 
not a motorcyclist himself, 
earned the respect of other 
bikers after opposing a 2008 
bill proposed by Vallone 
that would have regulated 
exhaust noise and allowed 
police to confiscate bikes 
after a certain number of 
infractions.

“Comrie, he was try-
ing to help us fight it,” said 
Mark Brown, president of 
the Power Movez Motorcy-
cle Club, where he is known 
by his nickname “Luna-
tic.”

“He would be a good 
borough president because 
he supports people,” Brown 
said, going beyond his sup-
port for Comrie by ques-
tioning Vallone’s riding 
credentials.

“I heard he just start-
ed,” Brown said. “There’s 
not much of a biker there 
if he tried to make a law 
against us and then learned 
how to ride.”

Vallone’s campaign 
said the lawmaker rode 
when he was younger, took 
a break and returned to the 
road about five years ago.

In the end, the council-
man scrapped the proposed 
legislation anyway because 
he could not find a fair way 
to regulate the exhaust 
noise, which he said is ex-
cessive in some cases.

Sessa was behind Val-
lone’s legislative quest and 
said that a fair solution 
should be found.

When asked by about 
Vallone’s rival, Sessa said 
he was not familiar with 
Comrie.

Continued from Page 1 

Bikers
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DOORS OPEN AT 6PM WITH DRINK SPECIALS; 6PM-9PM / $5 BEER & WINE / $7 SANGRIA & Z SPECIALTY COCKTAILS

SKYLINE 
SATURDAYS
RESIDENT DJ 

BENNY GAMBINA
WITH CELEBRITY GUEST DJs 9PM

LADIES COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION
RAIN OR SHINE

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 
& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

FEATURING WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS

JULY 11: SPECIAL GUEST - BLOW UP HOLLYWOOD
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR / $10 COVER CHARGE INCLUDES ONE Z COCKTAIL

RAIN OR SHINE

LIVE IN THE SKY 
Concert Series

LIVE PERFORMANCES 
FROM 7PM UNTIL 11PMEVERY THURSDAY

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The city Parks Department 

revealed how much money goes 
into Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park at a hearing last week, al-
though the answers did little to 
shed light on how the borough’s 
greenspace is treated in compari-
son to others in the city.

“Clearly more funding for 
this park is sorely needed, but 
how we achieve that might in-
volve a multifaceted approach,” 
said City Councilwoman Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan), 
who ran the June 7 hearing as the 
chairwoman of the Committee on 
Parks.

Some factions want to see a 
new public private partnership 
launched or have the park receive 
money directly from concession 
and licensing agreements. Others 
want to see the city properly fund 
the park solely out of the budget.

For the first time, Queens 
Parks Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski revealed that approxi-
mately $11.6 million went into the 
park in fiscal year 2013, although 

the department could not provide 
a nominal breakdown of how the 
money is spent.

Parks could also not provide 
TimesLedger Newspapers with 
similar estimates of Manhat-
tan’s Central Park nor Brooklyn’s 
Prospect Park.

The department said it does 

not keep budgets for individual 
parks and maintains that the 
$11.6 million is merely an esti-
mate that covers maintenance, 
staffing and supplies as well as 
costs associated with the Aquatic 
Center, the Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, the World’s Fair Marina 
and the Queens Zoo.

Other documents could only 
provide clues as to funding lev-
els.

For example, Parks paid 
abouty $8 million to the Wildlife 
Conservation Society in 2011 to 
operate zoos in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona, Central and Prospect 
parks, according to the society’s 
filings with the Internal Revenue 
Service. Some of that total was 
included in the number Lewan-
dowski gave to the committee.

 Throughout the hearing, the 
park was often compared to Cen-
tral and Prospect parks. Both of 
those parks have active and well-
funded conservancies that main-
tain the greenspaces through a 
public-private partnership. The 
Central Park Conservancy’s an-
nual operating budget is more 
than $40 million and the Pros-
pect Park Alliance’s is around $14 
million, according to park advo-
cates.

As opposed to millions in 
donations that the conservan-
cies receive, Flushing Meadows 
was given just $5,000 last year in 
private donations, according to 

briefing documents given to the 
committee.

The conservancies also al-
low a percentage of money raised 
from concessions like restaurants 
and pay-to-use facilities to be fun-
neled back into the park.

The Randall’s Island Alli-
ance, for example, gets to keep all 
revenues generated from conces-
sions in the park, while Flushing 
Meadows gives all of its revenues, 
which totaled around $6.75 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2012, back to 
the city’s general fund, where the 
cash is impossible to track.

Terrace on the Park pays 
the greater of $2.5 million, or 20 
percent of its annual revenues, 
to the city. That is about the same 
amount the United States Tennis 
Association, which rakes in about 
$275 million per year, pays per 
year. The New York Mets, whose 
Citi Field is sited in the park, pay 
less than $500,000 by varying ac-
counts.

“There is something fishy 
in those numbers,” Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said.

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (l.) speaks at a rally hosted by Make the 
Road New York and the Fairness Coalition ahead of an oversight hearing about 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Joe Anuta

Parks offers look at Flushing Mds. books
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Nine schools Queens faced off Tuesday in Dancing Classroom’s ball-
room competition. (Clockwise from top l.) A couple from PS 122 in 
Astoria moves in sync; participants demonstrate their tango form; 
students from PS 36 in St. Albans wait for the results of the competi-
tion; Luis Pena and Kristen Edwards attend PS 160 in South Jamaica; 
and PS 134’s Rahmaan Smith and Keisha Pierre dance in step. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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Related Cos. and Ster-
ling Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, 
were selected by the city to 
clean up and transform 23 
acres of the Iron Triangle 
currently populated by auto 
shops and junk yards into a 
new mixed-use neighbor-
hood. The first step in the 
plan is to build a hotel and 
retail along 126th Street, 
a parking lot behind and 
then a 1.4 million-square-
foot mall in the western 
parking lot of Citi Field.

The housing compo-
nent is set to replace the 
parking lot upon comple-
tion of additional ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
in 2024.

The Queens Develop-
ment Group is currently 
seeking a permit to build 
the parking lot, which must 
be approved by the City 
Planning Commission and 
the City Council.

Marshall will now 
make a recommendation 
after listening to a presen-
tation from the joint ven-
ture June 6, but even if it 
passes all levels of bureau-
cratic scrutiny, the propos-
al may still find its way to 
the courts.

The mall is proposed 
for a parking lot that sits 

on parkland leased to the 
Mets.

The city Law Depart-
ment and the city Economic 
Development Corp. main-
tain that a 1961 law written 
into the city’s code to allow 
Shea Stadium and Citi Field 
to be built on parkland also 
allows for the construction 
of the mall.

The law states that the 
leaseholders, in this case 
the Mets, have development 
rights on the parking lot.

But critics have sug-
gested the 1961 law was 
never intended to allow for 
commercial development 
on the scale proposed and 
 contend the agreement 
may violate laws requiring 
parkland to be replaced.

Michael Rikon, a law-
yer who has represented 
Willets Point property own-
ers in several cases in the 
past, said the law  allows 
the Mets to build ancillary 
uses for the stadium, but 
not an unrelated commer-
cial retail hub. It is only a 
matter of time, he predict-
ed, before someone takes 
the developers and the city 
to court.

“There’s an organiza-
tion that has spoken to me 
about it on a few occasions. 
They are interested in liti-
gating this issue,” Rikon 
said. “There are also citi-
zens who are very disturbed 
about losing parkland.”

If the 1961 law were 
found to be invalid, the de-
velopment might fall into 
a category called a major 
concession — defined by 
the Department of City 
Planning as any privately 
run enterprise bigger than 
15,000 square feet sited on 
public land — and thus 
subject to another public 
review process.

On another front, the 
Urban Justice Center, a non-
profit dedicated to provid-
ing legal aid to low-income 
New Yorkers, recently sent 
a letter to the developers 
calling the special permit 
application “deeply flawed” 
since it did not follow stan-
dard regulations for leas-
ing parkland.

Typically a state bill 
with specific language is 
required to lease parkland, 
the center argued, while 
state precedent and the fed-
eral Public Trust Doctrine 
stipulate that any leased 
land should be replaced. 
The city contends the land 
is already leased to the 
Mets and development does 
not require any further le-
gal permission.

After Marshall’s rec-
ommendation, the applica-
tion moves on to the City 
Planning Commission.

The developers plan to 
begin cleaning up the his-
torically contaminated soil 
early next year.

Continued from Page 1 
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about the classified pro-
grams, which are autho-
rized by Congress.

As the fallout grows 
from revelations the NSA 
is collecting e-mail records 
from several major Ameri-
can Internet companies, 
in addition to an older pro-
gram that sweeps phone 
records of millions of 
Americans authorized by 
the Patriot Act, the Obama 
administration is using 
Zazi to justify the privacy 
intrusion, the Associated 
Press reported.

Administration of-
ficials Tuesday were dis-
seminating recently de-
classified documents in 
Washington detailing how 
the bomb plot was foiled by 

using the Internet monitor-
ing program called Prism, 
which has been in existence 
for years, according to AP.

In 2009, Zazi, who had 
been trained by members 
of al-Qaeda, sent an e-mail 
to a rarely used account be-
longing to a known terror-
ist, AP reported.

The administration 
had been tracking the op-
erative’s IP address and, 
using Prism, traced the ori-
gins of the e-mail back to 
Zazi, officials contend.

Zazi had been living in 
Colorado, and by the time 
he reached New York City 
in the summer of 2009 law 
enforcement officials were 
aware of his plans and foiled 
the plot. High school class-
mate Zarein Ahmedzay 
also pleaded guilty in 2010, 
while Adis Medunajin was 
convicted last year.

But just how instru-
mental Prism was in pre-
venting the attack is ques-
tionable, according to the 
AP report, which points 
out the e-mail exchange be-
tween the former Flushing 
resident and the al-Qaeda 
operative could have been 
easily intercepted without 
the program.

The FBI regularly 
monitored e-mail addresses 
of suspected terrorists be-
fore the programs existed, 
AP said, the only difference 
being that investigators 
had to obtain a warrant.

U.S. Reps. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
leader of the borough’s con-
gressional delegation, and 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside), 
whose district includes 
Zazi’s former home, both 
said the nation needs to 
find a balance.

Continued from Page 1 
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The Azatyan Family Jewelers since 1969

 www.okgjewelry.com

$100 OFF
any $500 purchase 

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 9.6.13

Are you about to lose your diamond?

While you watch.
By appointment only. Limit 1 per customer. Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 9.6.13

!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair on the Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
While You Wait.
Viewing Permitted

We Buy Gold & Diamonds 
for Cash

Engagement Rings
Starting At $299  
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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