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BY RICH BOCKMANN

When it comes to 
wind and clouds, Mother 
Nature is pretty much an 
unstoppable force as far 
as your flight plans are 
concerned. Turtles, on the 
other hand, appear to be 
more manageable.

The Port Authority is 
hoping a plastic barrier at 
the end of one of JFK Air-
port’s runways will keep 
a swarm of frisky turtles 
off the tarmac and out of 
the way of arriving and 
departing planes.

“The bottom line is we 
want the turtles to be safe 

and we want the planes to 
run efficiently,” Port Au-
thority spokesman Ron 
Marsico said. “We’re hop-
ing this barrier will keep 
everybody happy.”

Diamondback ter-
rapins have long made 

BY PHIL CORSO

Infamous Queens developer Tommy Huang 
has pleaded guilty to making illegal transactions 
under the table after the state ordered him to stop 
building and selling condos, the state attorney 

BY JOE ANUTA

The city again shut down a 
group of Willets Point businesses 
that lie in the footprint of a $3 bil-

lion redevelopment project set to 
begin early next year, while talks 
about a detailed plan to relocate 
the auto repair shops to Maspeth 
have been stalled since October.

Inspectors from the city De-
partment of Buildings, acting on 
reports from the NYPD, shuttered 
about 10 businesses citing unsafe 
construction conditions June 13, 

according to business owners.
“They want to kick every-

body out this way,” said Marco 
Neira, a tenant in Willets Point.

The closings came on the 
heels of another round of inspec-
tions in May. Several shops were 
closed then near the corner of 
37th Avenue and 126th Street, al-
though the city offered to make 
repairs in that case.

The department character-
ized the latest round of inspec-
tions as routine, but business 
owners wondered about the tim-
ing.

The buildings housing the 
businesses  have existed for de-
cades, they said, but the viola-
tions are being issued about six 
months before developers hope 
to begin transforming 23 acres 
of the Iron Triangle into a new 
mixed-use neighborhood.

The Buildings Dept. has 
issued violations in several in-
stances over the last five years, 
but in 2009, inspectors issued 
what are known as orders to va-
cate for several Willets Point 
businesses around the time the 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The graduation rate for 

Queens high schoolers dropped 
about 2 percent last year as 
changes were made to diploma 
requirements, but the percent-
age of pupils leaving college-
ready climbed, with Hispanic 
students making gains on clos-
ing the education gap. 

Of the more than 20,800 stu-
dents who entered the 9th grade 
in 2008 63.6 percent graduated 
on time last year, down from 
about 65 percent in 2011, figures 
released earlier this week by 
the state Education Department 
show.

The class of 2012 was the 
first for whom the less-rigorous 
local diploma was not an option, 
as the state now requires all stu-
dents to pass all five Regents Ex-
ams with a score of 65 or better 
to earn a Regents Diploma.

Across the city, the rate 
showed a nominal dip to 60.4 
percent and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg praised the gains Young musicians (l.-r.) Grace Nakia, Sophie Ameras and Reilly Ameras pause between performance pieces as Tarumi 

Violinists held a recital for the Zion Episcopal Church’s annual Strawberry Festival. Photo by Christina Santucci

STRAWBERRY SHOWCASE
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City shuts more Willets Pt. shops
Second round comes as plan to move group of businesses to Maspeth stalls

Tommy Huang pleads guilty

to avoid serving prison time

Port Authority senior wildlife biologist 
Jeffrey Kolodzinski holds one of the dia-
mondback terrapins that usually overtake 
a JFK Airport runway during their nesting 
season. Photo courtesy Port Authority

JFK blocks turtle crossing

HS grad rate
drops in boro
for class of ’13
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SOLID WOOD CABINETS
DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE MANUFACTURER!

877–552–7722
WE WILL BEAT ALL WRITEN ESTIMATES

Bella Kitchen & Design

         COMPLETE KITCHEN
   with Granite Countertop
starting at $4995

See Our Work 
In Architectural Digest

This Summer

$6995

6’ X 8’
COSTUM BATHROOM

FREE
Costum Designer Mirror

with each bathroom renovation.
With this ad. Cannot be combined.

FREE
Microwave

with any kitchen renovation.
With this ad. Cannot be combined.

Be the Envy of Your Friends With Our
COSTUM MADE 

INTERIOR DOORS

* These images in the display ad are for illustration purposes only.

*
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BY JOE ANUTA

The runway won’t 
end at the fashion show for 
these models.

Two Queens organi-
zations have teamed up 
to show off some haute 
couture clothing at a char-
ity event this month — and 
then fly 10 of the models to 
Haiti where they will trade 
heels for construction boots 
and repair schools and 
churches damaged in the 
massive 2010 earthquake.

“These girls are going 
to be working,” said Patri-
cia Brintle, of From Here 
to Haiti, a Whitestone non-
profit that has been return-
ing to the island for years 
to help repair seriously 
damaged infrastructure. 
“They are going to be sore, 
but a good kind of sore.”

The June 26 charity 
fashion show will help raise 
money for three projects 
Brintle hopes to start next 

spring: repairing the dam-
aged roof of a church, in-
stalling a toilet in a school 
and hosting a self-esteem 
project with Haitian girls.

The 10 women are 
participants in the annual 
Shortstack Fashion Show, 

the brainchild of an Oak-
land Gardens resident who 
was once told she was too 
short to be a model.

Instead of listening to 
that assessment, Olivia Mi-
gnone decided to start her 
own modeling program to 

challenge opinions on beau-
ty, and build self-esteem in 
women from around the 
city ranging in age from 
14 to their early 20s. She 
joined up with a larger non-
profit run by Hal Eisenberg 
to make it happen.

“She wanted to take on 
the industry and say, ‘Why 
does it have to be a certain 
standard?’ Next thing she 
knew, girls were lined up 
around the block,” he said.

Eisenberg runs the 
Queens-based Windows of 
Opportunity and said the 
values Mignone instills in 
the 20 women she enrolls 
for a yearlong program are 
a perfect fit with Brintle’s 
mission of civic responsi-
bility.

The two nonprofits 
came together after Eisen-
berg was searching for a 
recipient of his annual Un-
sung Hero Award, which 
Windows of Opportunity 
gives out to someone in the 
community who is working 
on meaningful projects un-
der the radar. After finding 
out more about Brintle’s 
activities over the last few 
years, they decided to send 
half of the group of models 
to help the still-ailing coun-

try.
“I think it’s a fabulous 

idea!” Brintle said of the 
partnership.

The Whitestone artist 
was born in Haiti and re-
tains strong ties to the cul-
ture and people there.

“This is an example of 
how we can give to the com-
munities in Haiti to show 
them we are all alike. We 
are all on the same page,” 
she said.

But the trip cannot get 
off the ground without the 
generosity of fellow New 
Yorkers.

The fashion show will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. June 
26 at the Midtown Loft and 
Terrace, near the corner 
of Fifth Avenue and 29th 
Street in Manhattan.

Tickets, which will 
fund the undertaking, can 
be purchased at wooshort-
stack.org.

Patricia Brintle (second from l.) looks over her team during a 2011 From Here to Haiti project in Les 
Abricots. Photo by Christina Santucci

 

BY PHIL CORSO

It has been two months 
since City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
was arrested on federal cor-
ruption charges and barred 
from touching government 
funds, but groups who were 
promised some of that mon-
ey said they were still opti-
mistic they will see green.

The councilman was 
one of eight to participate 
in the participatory budget-
ing process over the past 
year, enabling more than 
1,100 residents in his dis-
trict to pick budget items 
that eventually went up for 
a vote. The seven winning 
projects were promised a 
piece of $1 million in capi-
tal funding, but specula-
tion arose just days after 
the vote when Halloran was 
arrested in early April.

After Halloran was ar-
rested and stripped of all 
his committee assignments, 
Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 

said she would instead be 
working with the Queens 
delegation to distribute the 
embattled councilman’s 
discretionary funding.

But she would not 
promise that all the win-
ning projects would receive 
the funding they spent the 
better part of the year cam-
paigning for.

The Participatory 
Budgeting Project, a non-
profit group leading partic-
ipatory budgeting projects 
around the country, also 
joined with the Urban Jus-
tice Center urging Quinn 
to ensure the votes would 
count despite Halloran’s le-
gal troubles.

Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
heads the Queens delega-
tion and told TimesLedger 
Newspapers he had full 
intentions of honoring the 
participatory budgeting 
vote.

“We are going to do 
everything we can to make 
sure the process is main-

tained,” Comrie said. “We 
want to work with the com-
munity. It is important that 

we make sure all the proj-
ects are kept whole as much 
as possible.”

Andy Rocco, head of 
the College Point Civic As-
sociation, said his commu-
nity came out big winners 
by the end of Halloran’s 
budgeting vote with sev-
eral area projects promised 
funding. Winning projects 
to emerge from that part 
of the northeast Queens 
district included a $250,000 
structural restoration of 
the Poppenhusen Institute 
in the neighborhood, a 
$100,000 rehabilitation of 
MacNeil Park in College 
Point and $35,000 in police 
cameras.

Since Halloran’s ar-
rest, Rocco said he has been 
keeping a close watch on the 
Queens delegation and has 
met with Comrie at civic 
meetings to help ensure the 
money is allocated in full. 
Rocco has even organized 
an outdoor family festival 
at MacNeil Park scheduled 
for this Saturday, inviting 
elected officials of the area 
to see how vital the park is 
to the community.

“They are aware,” Roc-
co said. “I have made sure 
that College Point’s voice 
is there and we want to see 
this followed through.”

Chrissy Voskerichian, 
who worked as Halloran’s 
chief of staff before step-
ping down in April, has 
since declared a Council 
run for his seat as a Demo-
crat. She stood in front of 
the Poppenhusen Institute 
Tuesday morning to pub-
licly sign a pledge that she 
would also use participato-
ry budgeting as a method of 
allocating capital funds if 
elected after having a front-
row seat to the process at 
her old job.

“Everyone who pays 
taxes deserves a say in 
how their tax dollars will 
be spent,” she said. “Par-
ticipatory budgeting brings 
everyone together in order 
to decide how public money 
is best spent in our commu-
nity.”

City Council candidate Chrissy Voskerichian signs a pledge out-
side the Poppenhusen Institute promising to bring participato-
ry budgeting back to the 19th District if she is elected. 

Photo by Phil Corso

NE Queens projects wait for Halloran funds 

Two borough nonprofi ts host fashion show to help Haiti
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —
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BY PHIL CORSO

Leonard Burke, of 
Richmond Hill, spent his 
first Father’s Day on the 
heels of his second kidney 
transplant. This time, it 
was his own father’s kidney 
keeping him alive.

“This is one of the best 
gifts I will ever get,” Burke 
said. “I think all of us have 
something to celebrate this 
Father’s Day.”

Burke underwent his 
first kidney transplant in 
2010, thanks to his wife 
Rhonda, who doctors said 
was a perfect match. The 
couple came together to 
cure Burke’s kidney failure 
due to hypertension so they 
could start a family on a 
healthy note.

But after a few years, 
and the birth of now-18-
month-old Isabel, the Rich-
mond Hill couple learned 

that the transplanted kid-
ney was also failing.

“I was shocked in a 
way,” Burke said. “I didn’t 
feel sick. It just happened. I 
said we just have to do what 
we have to do in the mean-
time.”

Burke’s father Ronald 
quickly volunteered him-
self as a donor and went 
under the knife for his son 
June 3.

“You could tell what 
he was thinking. You don’t 
think twice about these 
things,” Leonard Burke 
said about his father’s con-
viction to donate. “I would 
do the same thing for my 
daughter.”

Less than three weeks 
later, both he and his son 
were out of the hospital 
and ready to celebrate a Fa-
ther’s Day they will never 
forget.

“There was nothing 
really to think about,” Ron-

ald Burke said. “If you are a 
father with a big heart, it is 
a no-brainer.”

Both Leonard Burke 
and his father stayed at 
North Shore University 
Hospital in Manhasset, 

L.I., for only three days be-
fore returning to their two-
family house in Richmond 
Hill.

It was a rare and fortu-
nate outcome for the Burke 
family to find two perfect 

donors so quickly, surgeon 
Dr. Ernesto Molmenti said, 
with average waiting times 
for new kidneys ranging 
anywhere from three to 
five years depending on 
blood type.

“Some matches are 
made in heaven. This is 
something I have never 
seen before,” Molmenti 
said. “You never know who 
will be able to donate.”

Nevertheless, the 
Burke family was healing 
up just days before Father’s 
Day with humble plans of 
staying in, watching tele-
vision and spending time 
together.

“This is going to be one 
of the best Father’s Days of 
my life,” Ronald Burke said 
Friday at the Manhasset 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
System health center. “It 
wasn’t scary. It was a won-
derful thing.”

Leonard Burke said 

his secret to a speedy recov-
ery came from maintain-
ing an active and positive 
lifestyle. He kept in touch 
with his family throughout 
the procedure and tried not 
to stray from his regular 
life routines as much as 
possible.

“Being depressed 
isn’t really going to help,” 
he said. “The more you sit 
back and think, the more 
frustrated you will get.”

And now, Leonard and 
Rhonda Burke said they 
were healthy and happy, 
looking ahead to their 11th 
anniversary next month.

“We have so many spe-
cial gifts to celebrate in our 
lives,” Rhonda Burke said. 
“Now every day is Father’s 
Day for us.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Richmond Hill father Ronald Burke (l.) stands with the family to 
celebrate the full recovery of his son Leonard (r.) after his second 
kidney transplant. Photo by Phil Corso

Rich Hill man celebrates Father’s Day with dad’s kidney
Fearless family members step up to save Leonard Burke after fi rst transplant fails
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FDA Approved
“I was in constant pain from 

my neuropathy. The results 

have been wonderful. After just 

a few days, I began to notice a 

big difference in the way my 

legs felt. I started sleeping 

better and was able to walk 

down the street without any 

pain. I plan on telling everyone 

about this treatment... THANK 

YOU for allowing me to enjoy 

life again.”

– Sophia G.

• Numbness

• Burning pain

• Leg cramping

• Pain when you walk

• Covered by most 
insurance companies 
including Medicare

• Treatment is Safe, Easy 
and requires NO 
surgery

Copyright NY Rehab

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet 
or hands, they are likely attributed to a conditSion called 
Neuropathy. Peripheral Neuropathy is a very common 
condition that affects 20 million Americans and once 
identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how 
long you have dealt with the daily misery of these painful 
symptoms, David Zelefsky, M.D. PM&R & Pain 
Management, invites you to sit down and explore the 
reality of relieving your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we 
perform a treatment protocol that has proven pain relief 
where others have failed. Live a normal life again and 
enjoy the little things you have missed out on. Try our  FDA 
cleared technology.

• Sharp electrical-like pain

• Difficulta sleeping from leg & foot 
discomfort

• Prickling or tingling of the feet or 
hands

New Astoria Location
28-18 31st Street
Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)
Offer valet parking.

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET

NYREHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

SPACE LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Neuropathy Evaluation.

Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Do you suffer from any of
the following symptoms? 

718-956-6565
w w w . n y r e h a b . c o m
Call now to change your life. You can live pain free.



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

NE
 2

3,
 2

01
3

6

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
(718) 260-4537
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

ROZ LISTON
Editor

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
Managing Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Victor Clavie
Anisuz Zaman
Suzanne Green

Sales Assistant: 
Laura Rahill

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley
Classified Sales 
Manager:
Thyais Grant

EDITORIAL STAFF
Copy Editor: Joseph Gargiulo
Photo Editor: Christina Santucci 
Reporters: Rebecca Henely, Joe 
Anuta, Rich Bockmann, Phil Corso, 
Steve Mosco, Karen Frantz
Layout: Rod Ivey
Designer: Charlotte Carter
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, P.J. Smith, 
Ken Maldonado

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. Hellman, 
William Lewis, Bob Friedrich

ART & PRODUCTION 
Layout/Special Sections Manager: 
On Man Tse

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The MTA is in talks 
with the city’s Department 
of Transportation about ex-
panding the CitiBike pro-
gram to areas that will be 
affected by upcoming clo-
sures of the G train, includ-
ing Long Island City and 
Greenpoint in Brooklyn.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity recently announced 
that major construction is 
scheduled to repair damage 
in the tunnels that carry 
the G and R trains caused 
by Hurricane Sandy. The 
Greenpoint Tube, which 
carries the G train be-
tween Long Island City and 
Brooklyn, will be closed for 
12 55-hour-long weekends 
beginning July 6. A spokes-
woman for the MTA said 
that because of the upcom-
ing closures of the G train, 
the MTA and DOT are in 
discussions about broaden-
ing the CitiBike program to 

Long Island City.
“Discussions are ongo-

ing, and nothing has been 
finalized,” she said. 

The news comes after 
elected officials and com-
munity leaders appeared 
June 13 outside City Hall 
to push for the expansion 
of CitiBike into neighbor-
hoods in western Queens 
in an effort to provide resi-
dents with a healthy, alter-
native mode of transporta-
tion.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who organized the 
rally, joined Community 
Board 2 Chairman Joe Con-
ley and other cultural, civic 
and business leaders to call 
for CitiBike, New York 
City’s new bike-share pro-
gram, to be incorporated 
into Long Island City, As-
toria, Sunnyside, Woodside 
and other areas of western 
Queens.

Van Bramer said the 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Instead of celebrating 
his son’s birthday, a heart-
broken father in South 
Ozone Park had to plan a 
funeral.

On Friday, 19-year-old 
D’Anthony McDonald was 
stabbed to death around the 
corner from his family’s 
home. It was the day before 
he would have turned 20.

“He was killed right 
here, right in front of my 
house,” said McDonald’s fa-
ther, Erick Anderson.

Viewing times are 
scheduled for between 2 
p.m. and 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. Friday at Cass-
ese Funeral Home, at 101-07 
101st Ave. in Ozone Park.

On Tuesday, police 
said 19-year-old Wilson Ri-
vera, who lived about three 
blocks away from where the 
stabbing took place, was 
arrested and charged in 
McDonald’s death. Rivera 
was ordered held without 
bail and his next court date 
is July 3, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office.

Last week police were 
called to Linden Boulevard 
near 129th Street, where 
they found McDonald with 
a stab wound to the chest.

A neighbor who asked 
not to be identified said she 
had heard a commotion and 
when she looked out into 
the street, she saw a man 
wearing a white sweater 

and shorts run up to Mc-
Donald, strike him and run 
away. She never saw his 
face, she said.

McDonald tried to 
chase his attacker before 
collapsing on Linden Bou-
levard as frantic neighbors 
called 911 and rushed to 
alert the teen’s parents, the 
woman said.

“Apparently he had an 
altercation outside with an-
other young man, and this 
man stabbed him in the 
heart,” Anderson said.

After a neighbor ran to 
the family’s home, Ander-
son rushed to his son.

“I picked him up. He 
looked in my eyes. He stared 
at me. He was scared, so 
scared,” Anderson said. 

A registered nurse, 
Anderson put pressure on 
the wound and began ad-
ministering CPR.

“He breathed his last 
breath into my mouth,” the 
heartbroken father said. “I 
knew he was gone.”

After an ambulance 
arrived, McDonald was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, police and his family 
said.

Sitting in the family’s 
backyard Saturday after-
noon alongside a makeshift 
shrine featuring a framed 
photo and sneakers, Ander-
son recalled that his moth-
er-in-law had a foreboding 
dream about McDonald the 
night before.

“My wife kept calling 
him all day, ‘Where are 
you? What are you doing?’” 
he said, explaining that his 
son replied, “Don’t worry, 
Mom. I’m in the neighbor-
hood.”

A graduate of Forest 
Hills High School, McDon-
ald had a passion for pho-
tography and had hoped to 
become a U.S. marine, after 
his cousin signed up with 
the U.S. Air Force and his 
best friend became a Devil 
Dog, the nickname for a 
U.S. Marine.

“He never got to be one 
of them,” Anderson said, 
breaking down. “He was 
such an amazing boy. The 
nicest kid you ever met.”

Erick Anderson holds a framed photo of his son D’Anthony McDonald with McDonald’s 2-year-old sis-
ter, Chanelle. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.), Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan (second l.) and Citi CEO 
Vikram Pandit (r.) announce Citi will be the title sponsor for New 
York City’s new bike share program, CitiBike, last month. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg. 

Queens teen dies in stabbing
Dad tried to save son D’Anthony McDonald, 19, a day before his birthday

CitiBike may offset
G line close in LIC
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 7-7-13

w/coupon, exp. 7-7-13

w/coupon, exp. 7-7-13

w/coupon, exp. 7-7-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 
Progressive Lenses 
with Metal Frames

VARILUX 
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF &  
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY BIANCA FORTIS

People are constantly 
asking George O’Neill 
when his restaurant is go-
ing to reopen.

“Day in and day out,” 
he said. “It never stops.”

He still can’t guaran-
tee when the opening day 
will be, but he’s hoping 
for the July 4 weekend, he 
said.

His eponymous eat-
ery, O’Neill’s, burned 
down in May 2011 during 
a five-alarm grease fire. 
The restaurant, at 64-21 
53rd St. in Maspeth, was 
gutted.

Within days of the di-
saster, O’Neill had a plan 
in place to rebuild. Since 
then, the reopening has 
been delayed a few times 
due to issues with con-
struction.

O’Neill said the delays 
have already disappointed 
potential customers; he 
felt particularly bad for 
one party of 16 people who 
had to be turned away 
when they showed up for 
dinner.

But the delay will be 
worthwhile.

“It’s really coming out 
magnificently,” O’Neill 
said. “It’s a beautiful bar. 
It’s got the same feel.”

One element that 
might be noticeably dif-
ferent — for now — is the 
missing signed photo-

graphs of the many celeb-
rities and athletes who ate 
at the restaurant. Those 
were burned in the fire.

O’Neill said he is try-
ing to replace them and 
has written to those same 
stars to see if they’ll help.

He hopes to close 53rd 
Street to have an opening 
ceremony outside the res-
taurant, but that’s among 
the details he is still try-
ing to work out.

The restaurant has be-
longed to his family since 
1928, when it was called 
the Plateau Tavern and 

owned by O’Neill’s father. 
The eatery grew with the 
neighborhood and became 
a popular destination for 
patrons who were celebrat-
ing major events or just 
wanted to grab a bite.

The new space can 
hold 400 people comfort-
ably, O’Neill said, and fea-
tures a large catering hall 
that can serve larger par-
ties such as weddings.

“It’s going to be a 
very attractive place,” he 
said. “A very comfortable 
place.”

George O’Neill stands in front of his renovated Maspeth restaurant 
last month.

Two years later O’Neills
pushes back reopening 
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The Azatyan Family Jewelers since 1969

 www.okgjewelry.com

$100 OFF
any $500 purchase 

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 9.6.13

Are you about to lose your diamond?

While you watch.
By appointment only. Limit 1 per customer. Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 9.6.13

!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair on the Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
While You Wait.
Viewing Permitted

We Buy Gold & Diamonds 
for Cash

Engagement Rings
Starting At $299  
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 6/30/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
6/30/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPONBY JOE ANUTA

Flushing’s Bowne 
House is already one of the 
most significant historical 
sites in the city, but crews 
restoring the 17th-century 
building recently peeled 
back the outside wall to 
reveal further clues to the 
area’s rich colonial history.

The city Parks Depart-
ment is leading an effort to 
refurbish much of the exte-
rior of the home, according 
to Rosemary Vietor, vice 
president of The Bowne 
House Historical Society. 
The residence was built by 
John Bowne, a Flushing 
denizen whose ideals of re-
ligious freedom eventually 
contributed to the Bill of 
Rights.

To preserve his home, 
which housed nine genera-
tions of his family, contrac-
tors have carefully removed 
many of the windows, doors 
and sections of the exterior 
wall to be replaced, and 
will eventually reconstruct 
the entire roof.

The original portion 
of the residence was built 
in 1660, and siding that was 
recently pulled off exposed 
sturdy oak beams that the 
society believes were cut 
down nearby. 

In 1669, an additional 
room was added onto the 
house, but oddly enough, 
when crews removed the 
siding there they found an 
inferior type of wood, ac-

cording to Vietor.
“The theory is, be-

tween 1660 and 1669, all the 
original forests in the area 
that were available were 

felled,” she said.
A significant event 

transpired in the interim.
In 1664, the British 

sailed to what was then New 
Amsterdam, under control 
of Gov. Peter Stuyvesant 
and the Dutch crown, and 
took the city without a 
battle. In newly christened 
New York, oak trees that 
might have otherwise sup-
ported the Bowne House 
addition were off limits to 
all but one person.

“All of the timber was 
declared the property of the 
king. The better timber was 
cut and taken to England, 
where they used it for ship 
masts,” Vietor said. “So 
there is a difference in the 
size and quality of the wood 
just nine years apart.”

In yet another discov-
ery, restoration crews un-
covered a cistern beneath 
the floorboards of the laun-
dry room, which was origi-
nally used to store potable 
water.

But as a general trend, 
when other sources of 
drinking water became 
available throughout the 
years, cisterns largely be-
came dumping grounds for 
what residents at the time 
considered junk.

Archeologists today 
think otherwise.

The crew that stum-
bled upon the subterranean 
cavity found blue and white 
Chinese porcelain that may 
have been some of the earli-
est of its kind imported into 
the country, eyeglasses and 
a pocket watch, among a 
trove of other items.

Recounting the bu-
reaucratic restoration pro-
cess of the house is a histo-
ry lesson in itself. Various 
city and state agencies be-
gan planning and signing 
off on the delicate upgrade 
more than six years ago, 
and most of the funding 
came from politicians now 
out of office, with the excep-
tion of Borough President 
Helen Marshall and then-
City Councilman John Liu, 
now the city comptroller.

The society hopes the 
cultural gem will be back 
open to the public — it can 
still be seen by appoint-
ment — in spring 2014.

Historical hints hidden 
in walls of Bowne House

A renovation effort led by the city Parks Department is refurbishing portions of the Bowne House. 
Photo courtesy Parks

Restoration crews 
uncovered a 

cistern beneath 
the fl oorboards 
of the laundry 

room, which was 
originally used 

to store potable 
water.
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city schools have seen dur-
ing the past decade.

“Since taking con-
trol of a failing school 
system, graduation rates 
have increased even as re-
quirements have become 
harder, fewer students are 
dropping out and more are 
taking the time to earn 
their diplomas,” he said.

While the graduation 
rate dipped in Queens, the 
percentage of students who 
graduated college-ready 
rose more than 5 percent, 
though the rate still re-
mains alarmingly low.

For the class of 2012, 
24.5 percent of students 
scored better than an 80 
on their math Regents 
and a 75 on their English 

Regents, the standards 
required to test out of re-
medial classes at the City 
University of New York.

That was up  from 23.3 
percent from the year ear-
lier.

While students across-
the-board made gains in 
college preparedness, His-

panic students outpaced 
Asian, white and black 
pupils with a 10 percent in-
crease for a college-ready 
rate of 16.2 percent.

The graduation rate 
for Hispanic students, 
however, dropped to 57.6 
percent.

Asian students made 

small gains in both mea-
sures, and continued to 
have both the highest 
graduation (77.5 percent) 
and college-readiness (45 
percent) rates.

The graduation rate 
for black students dropped 
more than 7 percent  — the 
largest dip among the four 
major racial groups — to 
53.9 percent. Black stu-
dents did get a 2.9 percent 
bump in their college-
readiness rate, but less 
than 11 percent of students 
were making the CUNY 
standards.

White students had 
the second-highest gradu-
ation rate in Queens at 72.6 
percent, a 1.3-percent drop 
from 2011. Their college 
readiness rate climbed 
about 3 percent to 33.4 per-
cent, also second in the 
borough.

general said Wednesday.
Huang, 59, and his 

wife, Alice, 60, entered fel-
ony guilty pleas in Queens 
Supreme Court this week 
and will return $3.3 mil-
lion in illegal profits and 
an additional $1.5 million 
in penalties in lieu of jail 
time, Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said 
Wednesday.

The attorney general 
said the couple conspired 
this time with their son 
Henry Huang, 35, to sell 
condo units at the Elmhurst 
Broadway Tower Condo-
minium, a property they 
developed in 2008, despite 
being barred permanently 
from the real estate securi-
ties industry by the state.

“Mr. Huang’s miscon-
duct stretches back decades 
and includes unsafe con-
struction sites, environmen-
tal crimes, building code 
violations and fraudulent 
securities transactions — 
all in Queens,” Schneider-
man said. “This egregious 
and unscrupulous greed 
on the part of the Huangs 
and their blatant disregard 
for the law and the safety of 
others must stop.”

The couple’s plea 
agreement required them 

to give up ownership of the 
Elmhurst condos and pay 
back their hefty profits, 
Schneiderman said. They 
will also be blocked along 
with their son from con-
struction and real estate in 
New York for at least five 
years.

“I am glad to know that 
Queens’ most notorious de-
velopers, Tommy and Alice 
Huang, who have negative-
ly impacted the lives of so 
many of my constituents, 
are being held account-
able and are being forced 
out of the real estate mar-
ket,” said City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 

Heights), who represents 
the Elmhurst community 
where Huang’s latest esca-
pades ensued.

Huang pleaded guilty 
in 1999 to damaging the 
landmarked interior of the 
RKO Keith’s Theatre in 
downtown Flushing and 
was sentenced to five years’ 
probation by the attorney 
general’s office.

His most recent guilty 
pleas evolved from a court 
order that came out of his 
legal troubles in the late 
1990s when he was ordered 
not to sell condominiums 
or other cooperative realty 
interests in the state. The 

AG said the couple cheated 
homebuyers and failed to 
pay common charges on 
unsold apartments at the 
Flushing Tower Condo-
minium.

Under the plea deal, 
the Huangs must surren-
der their ownership of the 
Elmhurst condominium.

“Law abiding develop-
ers are providing jobs and 
improving our economy. 
But for over 30 years, Tom-
my and Alice Huang have 
been a blight on our commu-
nity,” said state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone). 
“I congratulate Attorney 
General Schneiderman in 
obtaining the guilty pleas 
on these two unscrupu-
lous developers. Let it be a 
warning to people commit-
ting these types of crimes 
that the attorney general is 
watching.”

Late last year, Huang 
was scrutinized once again 
when Bayside’s Community 
Board 11 blocked him from 
completing his properties 
under construction at 39-
39 223rd St. and 39-01, 39-15 
and 39-19 Mia Drive near 
the Cross Island Parkway.

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) has been a 
longtime critic of Huang’s 
involvement with the real 
estate industry and said 
the family must be banned 
from development altogeth-
er.

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott speaks at Springfield High 
School’s graduation this year. Last year’s Queens high school 
graduation rate saw a decrease, while the percentage of students 
leaving college-ready ticked up.

city was negotiating and 
purchasing private proper-
ty for the $3 billion project. 
A report that year from the 
legal nonprofit Urban Jus-
tice Center questioned the 
timing of the violations.

“The timing of these 
mass closures with a re-
newed effort to acquire pri-
vate land for a public rede-
velopment is questionable 
and it also may be illegal,” 
the report stated.

In one instance in 
2009, Buildings ordered 
a property to be vacated 
and the city Department 
of Housing then purchased 
the empty property several 
months later.

Housing, which owns 
the property of all the 
shops recently closed, has 
not decided whether it will 
repair the shops in the cur-
rent round.

“It is hard to prove 
they are doing something 
wrong, but does it raise a 
spectre of impropriety?” 
asked Ted De Barbieri, a 
senior staff attorney at the 
Urban Justice Center.

De Barbieri is legal 
counsel for a group of 52 
Willets Point shops called 
the Sunrise Cooperative, 
which submitted a detailed 
proposal in October 2012 to 

relocate to a vacant proper-
ty in Maspeth. The property 
is between 57th Avenue and 
Newtown Creek near the 
Kosciuszko Bridge, which 
is set to be replaced with a 
new span, but the construc-
tion did not appear to affect 
the plans outlined in the 
proposal.

The October proposal, 
which has since been modi-
fied to consider several oth-
er sites in Maspeth, pegged 
the cost of buying the land 
and constructing a new 
building where the shops 
would be set up in a simi-
lar arrangement to Willets 
Point, at about $18 million, 
though they are asking the 
city for just $3.1 million in a 
grant or loan.

“I think our request 
is modest compared to the 
scope of the work that is 
being proposed here,” De 
Barbieri said. “We think it 
is a good plan and we have 
asked the city to commit to 
it.”

EDC said it has been in 
ongoing talks with the Sun-
rise Cooperative  and has 
partnered the co-op with a 
relocation company to try 
and locate suitable sites.

In addition, the city 
has been providing con-
stant outreach services to 
other businesses in Willets 
Point on an individual ba-
sis as well as providing job 
training programs.

their home in the brackish 
marshlands of Jamaica 
Bay around JFK’s 4L run-
way, but in the past few 
years the population has 
been booming, and Mar-
sico said airport workers 
removed about 1,300 of the 
reptiles as they made their 
way across the tarmac 
during their nesting sea-
son last year.

The turtles — which 
lay their eggs in the sandy 
areas of the bay — have 
been able to crawl under 
the fence surrounding 
the runway, and the PA is 
hoping a 4,000-foot-long, 
8-inch-thick plastic tube 
will prove a more insur-
mountable barrier.

Russell Burke, a biol-
ogy professor at Hofstra 
University and an expert 
on the bay’s diamondback 
terrapin population, said 
similar barriers have 
worked before and he 
thinks they will be effec-
tive here.

“I think it’s very 
likely to be successful in 
keeping them off the run-
ways in the same way it’s 
been able to keep them off 
highways in other places,” 
he said. “The real question 
is what the turtles will do 
now that they can’t go on 
the runway.”

Burke said his con-
cern is that the turtles 
may choose to nest along 
the barrier where they 
may be vulnerable to pred-
ators like raccoons.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1
Huang

Graduates

Willets

Continued from Page 1

Turtles

Tommy Huang leaves court in Kew Gardens Tuesday. 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
E

W
!

rs

stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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