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Infamous Queens developer 
Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 
to making illegal transactions 
under the table after the state 
ordered him to stop building and 
selling condos, the state attorney 
general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-
ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 
in Queens Supreme Court this 
week and will return $3.3 million 
in illegal profits and an additional 
$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 
jail time, Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 
couple conspired this time with 
their son Henry Huang, 35, to 
sell condo units at the Elmhurst 
Broadway Tower Condominium, 
a property they developed in 2008, 
despite being barred permanent-
ly from the real estate securities 
industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-
victed in the fatal shooting of 
Queensbridge native Tayshana 
“Chicken” Murphy is sched-
uled to be sentenced next week, 
but the slain teen’s father says 
there will never be justice even 
if those responsible for the bas-
ketball star’s untimely death are 
behind bars.

“To balance justice and ac-
countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-
ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 
Taylon Murphy. “That young 
man had to be held accountable 
for his actions, but is it really 
justice with the parents? There 
is still a loss.”

On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-
shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 
found guilty of murder, burglary 
and criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to the Man-
hattan district attorney’s office. 

Continued on Page 41
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REMEMBERING D’AJA
Shadia Sands, whose daughter D’aja Robinson was shot and killed 
on a Q6 bus last month, is comforted by cousin Barbie Bowlin at a 
march in memory of the slain teen. See coverage on Pages 9, 24. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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faces sentencing
Father mourns death of hoop star daughter
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The MTA is in talks 
with the city’s Department 
of Transportation about ex-
panding the CitiBike pro-
gram to areas that will be 
affected by upcoming clo-
sures of the G train, includ-
ing Long Island City and 
Greenpoint in Brooklyn.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity recently announced 
that major construction is 
scheduled to repair dam-
age in the tunnels that 
carry the G and R trains 
caused by Hurricane San-
dy. The Greenpoint Tube, 
which carries the G train 
between Long Island City 
and Brooklyn, will be 
closed for 12 55-hour-long 

weekends beginning July 
6. A spokeswoman for the 
MTA said that because of 
the upcoming closures of 
the G train, the MTA and 
DOT are in discussions 
about broadening the Cit-

iBike program to Long Is-
land City.

“Discussions are ongo-
ing, and nothing has been 
finalized,” she said. 

The news comes after 
elected officials and com-
munity leaders appeared 
June 13 outside City Hall 
to push for the expansion 
of CitiBike into neighbor-
hoods in western Queens 
in an effort to provide resi-
dents with a healthy, alter-
native mode of transporta-
tion.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who organized the 
rally, joined Community 
Board 2 Chairman Joe Con-
ley and other cultural, civic 
and business leaders to call 
for CitiBike, New York 
City’s new bike-share pro-
gram, to be incorporated 
into Long Island City, As-
toria, Sunnyside, Woodside 
and other areas of western 
Queens.
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Instead of celebrating 
his son’s birthday, a heart-
broken father in South 
Ozone Park had to plan a 
funeral.

On Friday, 19-year-old 
D’Anthony McDonald was 
stabbed to death around the 
corner from his family’s 
home. It was the day before 
he would have turned 20.

“He was killed right 
here, right in front of my 
house,” said McDonald’s fa-
ther, Erick Anderson.

Viewing times are 
scheduled for between 2 
p.m. and 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. Friday at Cass-
ese Funeral Home, at 101-07 
101st Ave. in Ozone Park.

On Tuesday, police 
said 19-year-old Wilson Ri-
vera, who lived about three 
blocks away from where the 
stabbing took place, was 
arrested and charged in 
McDonald’s death. Rivera 
was ordered held without 
bail and his next court date 
is July 3, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office.

Last week police were 
called to Linden Boulevard 
near 129th Street, where 
they found McDonald with 
a stab wound to the chest.

A neighbor who asked 
not to be identified said she 
had heard a commotion and 
when she looked out into 
the street, she saw a man 
wearing a white sweater 
and shorts run up to Mc-
Donald, strike him and run 
away. She never saw his 
face, she said.

McDonald tried to 
chase his attacker before 
collapsing on Linden Bou-
levard as frantic neighbors 
called 911 and rushed to 
alert the teen’s parents, the 
woman said.

“Apparently he had an 
altercation outside with an-
other young man, and this 
man stabbed him in the 
heart,” Anderson said.

After a neighbor ran to 
the family’s home, Ander-
son rushed to his son.

“I picked him up. He 
looked in my eyes. He stared 
at me. He was scared, so 
scared,” Anderson said. 

A registered nurse, 
Anderson put pressure on 
the wound and began ad-
ministering CPR.

“He breathed his last 
breath into my mouth,” the 
heartbroken father said. “I 
knew he was gone.”

After an ambulance 
arrived, McDonald was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, police and his family 
said.

Sitting in the family’s 
backyard Saturday after-
noon alongside a makeshift 
shrine featuring a framed 
photo and sneakers, Ander-
son recalled that his moth-
er-in-law had a foreboding 
dream about McDonald the 
night before.

“My wife kept calling 
him all day, ‘Where are 
you? What are you doing?’” 
he said, explaining that his 
son replied, “Don’t worry, 
Mom. I’m in the neighbor-
hood.”

A graduate of Forest 
Hills High School, McDon-
ald had a passion for pho-
tography and had hoped to 
become a U.S. marine, after 

his cousin signed up with 
the U.S. Air Force and his 
best friend became a Devil 
Dog, the nickname for a 
U.S. Marine.

“He never got to be one 
of them,” Anderson said, 
breaking down. “He was 
such an amazing boy. The 
nicest kid you ever met.”

The oldest of four sib-
lings, McDonald had many 
friends, who are devastated 
by his death, according to 
his father.

Anderson is asking 
that those close to his son 
try to forgive those respon-
sible for his death and for-
get any ideas of retaliation.

“One boy’s life is gone. 
One boy’s life is ruined and 
I don’t want his friends to 
do anything stupid,” An-
derson pleaded. “I’m trying 
to give them a message of 
forgiveness.”

Continued on Page 46

Erick Anderson holds a framed photo of his son D’Anthony McDonald with McDonald’s 2-year-old sis-
ter, Chanelle. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.), Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan (second l.) and Citi CEO 
Vikram Pandit (r.) announce Citi will be the title sponsor for New 
York City’s new bike share program, CitiBike, last month. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg. 

Queens teen dies in stabbing
Dad tried to save son D’Anthony McDonald, 19, a day before his birthday

CitiBike may offset
G line close in LIC
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BY PHIL CORSO

Leonard Burke, of 
Richmond Hill, spent his 
first Father’s Day on the 
heels of his second kidney 
transplant. This time, it 
was his own father’s kidney 
keeping him alive.

“This is one of the best 
gifts I will ever get,” Burke 
said. “I think all of us have 
something to celebrate this 
Father’s Day.”

Burke underwent his 
first kidney transplant in 
2010, thanks to his wife 
Rhonda, who doctors said 
was a perfect match. The 
couple came together to 
cure Burke’s kidney failure 
due to hypertension so they 
could start a family on a 
healthy note.

But after a few years, 
and the birth of now-18-
month-old Isabel, the Rich-
mond Hill couple learned 
that the transplanted kid-

ney was also failing.
“I was shocked in a 

way,” Burke said. “I didn’t 
feel sick. It just happened. I 
said we just have to do what 
we have to do in the mean-
time.”

Burke’s father Ronald 
quickly volunteered him-
self as a donor and went 
under the knife for his son 
June 3.

“You could tell what 
he was thinking. You don’t 
think twice about these 
things,” Leonard Burke 
said about his father’s con-
viction to donate. “I would 
do the same thing for my 
daughter.”

Less than three weeks 
later, both he and his son 
were out of the hospital 
and ready to celebrate a Fa-
ther’s Day they will never 
forget.

“There was nothing 
really to think about,” Ron-
ald Burke said. “If you are a 

father with a big heart, it is 
a no-brainer.”

Both Leonard Burke 
and his father stayed at 
North Shore University 
Hospital in Manhasset, 
L.I., for only three days be-

fore returning to their two-
family house in Richmond 
Hill.

It was a rare and fortu-
nate outcome for the Burke 
family to find two perfect 
donors so quickly, surgeon 

Dr. Ernesto Molmenti said, 
with average waiting times 
for new kidneys ranging 
anywhere from three to 
five years depending on 
blood type.

“Some matches are 
made in heaven. This is 
something I have never 
seen before,” Molmenti 
said. “You never know who 
will be able to donate.”

Nevertheless, the 
Burke family was healing 
up just days before Father’s 
Day with humble plans of 
staying in, watching tele-
vision and spending time 
together.

“This is going to be one 
of the best Father’s Days of 
my life,” Ronald Burke said 
Friday at the Manhasset 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
System health center. “It 
wasn’t scary. It was a won-
derful thing.”

Leonard Burke said 
his secret to a speedy recov-

ery came from maintain-
ing an active and positive 
lifestyle. He kept in touch 
with his family throughout 
the procedure and tried not 
to stray from his regular 
life routines as much as 
possible.

“Being depressed 
isn’t really going to help,” 
he said. “The more you sit 
back and think, the more 
frustrated you will get.”

And now, Leonard and 
Rhonda Burke said they 
were healthy and happy, 
looking ahead to their 11th 
anniversary next month.

“We have so many spe-
cial gifts to celebrate in our 
lives,” Rhonda Burke said. 
“Now every day is Father’s 
Day for us.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Richmond Hill father Ronald Burke (l.) stands with the family to 
celebrate the full recovery of his son Leonard (r.) after his second 
kidney transplant. Photo by Phil Corso

Rich Hill man celebrates Father’s Day with dad’s kidney
Fearless family members step up to save Leonard Burke after fi rst transplant fails

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY  866.392.1378
Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

FOR ESTHILLSDINER.NET

Chicken Quesadilla
with Letuce, Tomato, Onions, and 
Peppers on a Whole Wheat Tortilla

Chicken Parmigiana
with Spaghetti

Eggplant Parmigiana w/Pasta
Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad

Build Your Own Omelet
Broiled Pork Chops

with Potato, Vegetable, and Apple Sauce

Fried Filet of Sole on Bun
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries

Chicken or Beef Teriyaki
with Rice and Beans

Broiled Half Chicken
with Rice and Beans or French Fries

Roasted Pork Cuban Sandwich 
with French Fries

Roasted Pernil 
with Rice & Beans 

Chilli Con Carne
over Vegetable Rice

Cheese Burger DX/Tuna 
Wrappe DX/Any Panini DX

with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries 

Buffalo Burger Deluxe
Chicken Burger Deluxe

AWARD 2013
Customer Favorite At

FOREST HILLS DINER
BACON & CHEESE BURGER

Selected by GrubHub Customers

SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

15% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK* 

With Advertisement
Dine In Only

*NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

New 10oz Homemade

BURGER DELUXE 
With Fountain Soda

NOW 

AVAILABLE

68-60 Austin Street
Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 
7am-10pm 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The graduation rate 

for Queens high schoolers 
dropped about 2 percent 
last year as changes were 
made to diploma require-
ments, but the percentage 
of pupils leaving college-
ready climbed, with His-
panic students making 
gains on closing the educa-
tion gap. 

Of the more than 
20,800 students who en-
tered the 9th grade in 2008 
63.6 percent graduated on 
time last year, down from 
about 65 percent in 2011, 
figures released earlier 
this week by the state Edu-
cation Department show.

The class of 2012 was 
the first for whom the less-
rigorous local diploma was 
not an option, as the state 
now requires all students 
to pass all five Regents 
Exams with a score of 65 
or better to earn a Regents 
Diploma.

Across the city, the 
rate showed a nominal 
dip to 60.4 percent and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
praised the gains city 
schools have seen during 
the past decade.

“Since taking con-
trol of a failing school 
system, graduation rates 
have increased even as re-
quirements have become 
harder, fewer students are 
dropping out and more are 
taking the time to earn 
their diplomas,” he said.

While the graduation 
rate dipped in Queens, the 
percentage of students who 

graduated college-ready 
rose more than 5 percent, 
though the rate still re-
mains alarmingly low.

For the class of 2012, 
24.5 percent of students 
scored better than an 80 
on their math Regents 
and a 75 on their English 
Regents, the standards 
required to test out of re-
medial classes at the City 
University of New York.

That was up  from 23.3 
percent from the year ear-
lier.

While students across-
the-board made gains in 
college preparedness, His-
panic students outpaced 
Asian, white and black 
pupils with a 10 percent in-
crease for a college-ready 
rate of 16.2 percent.

The graduation rate 
for Hispanic students, 
however, dropped to 57.6 
percent.

Asian students made 
small gains in both mea-
sures, and continued to 
have both the highest 
graduation (77.5 percent) 
and college-readiness (45 
percent) rates.

The graduation rate 
for black students dropped 
more than 7 percent  — the 
largest dip among the four 
major racial groups — to 
53.9 percent. Black stu-
dents did get a 2.9 percent 
bump in their college-
readiness rate, but less 
than 11 percent of students 
were making the CUNY 
standards.

White students had 
the second-highest gradu-

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Following Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s an-
nouncement of a $20 billion 
plan to protect the city from 
future storms, mayoral 
candidates were grilled last 
week on how they would 
leverage those funds to 
create jobs, expand afford-
able housing and invest in 
neighborhoods.

Democratic candi-
dates Anthony Weiner, City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
city Public Advocate Bill 
de Blasio, city Comptroller 
John Liu and Bill Thomp-

son tackled questions at 
the June 13 Reviving Our 
City Mayoral Candidates 
Summit at First Baptist 
Church of East Elmhurst. 
Republican Joseph Lhota 
was invited, but did not at-
tend. Republican 
John Catsimatidis 
and Democrat Sal 
Albanese were not 
invited. 

Faith in New York, a 
new citywide faith-based 
organization in partner-
ship with the Alliance for a 
Just Rebuilding, the Sandy 
Regional Assembly and the 
NYC Environmental Jus-
tice Alliance, hosted the 

event.
 Some 1,400 people at-

tended the event, making it 
the most heavily-attended 
mayoral forum to date.

Several clergy mem-
bers and Hurricane Sandy 

victims shared 
personal stories 
about their encoun-
ter with the storm. 
Moderators asked 

the candidates several 
questions, including how 
they would use their exist-
ing status and influence 
to mobilize assistance for 
Sandy victims in various 
communities, including 
the Rockaways, over the 

next three months.
“We immediately got 

to work in the comptrol-
ler’s office approving emer-
gency expenditures so we 
could get the assistance out 
to people as quickly as pos-
sible,” Liu said, noting he 
would continue such action 
if elected mayor.

De Blasio said he and 
his staff have worked to 
ensure residents receive 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and insur-
ance monies, and have gone 
door-to-door to residents’ 
homes to assist seniors and 
the disabled.

BY JOE ANUTA

The runway won’t 
end at the fashion show for 
these models.

Two Queens organi-
zations have teamed up 
to show off some haute 
couture clothing at a char-
ity event this month — and 
then fly 10 of the models to 
Haiti where they will trade 
heels for construction boots 
and repair schools and 
churches damaged in the 
massive 2010 earthquake.

“These girls are going 
to be working,” said Patri-
cia Brintle, of From Here 
to Haiti, a Whitestone non-
profit that has been return-
ing to the island for years 
to help repair seriously 

damaged infrastructure. 
“They are going to be sore, 
but a good kind of sore.”

The June 26 charity 
fashion show will help raise 
money for three projects 
Brintle hopes to start next 
spring: repairing the dam-
aged roof of a church, in-

stalling a toilet in a school 
and hosting a self-esteem 
project with Haitian girls.

The 10 women are 
participants in the annual 
Shortstack Fashion Show, 
the brainchild of an Oak-
land Gardens resident who 
was once told she was too 
short to be a model.

Instead of listening to 
that assessment, Olivia Mi-
gnone decided to start her 
own modeling program to 
challenge opinions on beau-
ty, and build self-esteem in 
women from around the 
city ranging in age from 
14 to their early 20s. She 
joined up with a larger non-
profit run by Hal Eisenberg 
to make it happen.

“She wanted to take on 

the industry and say, ‘Why 
does it have to be a certain 
standard?’ Next thing she 
knew, girls were lined up 
around the block,” he said.

Eisenberg runs the 
Queens-based Windows of 
Opportunity and said the 
values Mignone instills in 
the 20 women she enrolls 
for a yearlong program are 
a perfect fit with Brintle’s 
mission of civic responsi-
bility.

The two nonprofits 
came together after Eisen-
berg was searching for a 
recipient of his annual Un-
sung Hero Award, which 
Windows of Opportunity 
gives out to someone in the 
community who is working 

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott speaks at Springfield High 
School’s graduation this year. Last year’s Queens high school 
graduation rate saw a decrease, while the percentage of students 
leaving college-ready ticked up.

Mayoral candidates Public Advocate Bill de Blasio (l.-r.), Comptroller John Liu, Council Speaker Christine Quinn, former Comptroller Bill 
Thompson and former Rep. Anthony Weiner answer questions about their plans for Sandy recovery. Photos by Christina Santucci

Patricia Brintle (second from 
l.) looks over her team dur-
ing a 2011 From Here to Haiti 
project in Les Abricots. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

HS grad rate falls 
in Queens in 2012

Forum focuses on Sandy
Mayoral hopefuls tackle recovery plans at E. Elmhurst event  

Group to take models From Here to Haiti

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 45
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city again shut 
down a group of Willets 
Point businesses that lie in 
the footprint of a $3 billion 
redevelopment project set 
to begin early next year, 
while talks about a detailed 
plan to relocate the auto re-
pair shops to Maspeth have 
been stalled since October.

Inspectors from the 
city Department of Build-
ings, acting on reports 
from the NYPD, shuttered 
about 10 businesses citing 
unsafe construction condi-
tions June 13, according to 
business owners.

“They want to kick ev-
erybody out this way,” said 
Marco Neira, a tenant in 
Willets Point.

The closings came on 
the heels of another round 
of inspections in May. Sev-
eral shops were closed then 
near the corner of 37th Av-
enue and 126th Street, al-
though the city offered to 

make repairs in that case.
The department char-

acterized the latest round 
of inspections as routine, 
but business owners won-
dered about the timing.

The buildings housing 
the businesses  have existed 
for decades, they said, but 
the violations are being is-
sued about six months be-
fore developers hope to be-
gin transforming 23 acres 
of the Iron Triangle into a 
new mixed-use neighbor-
hood.

The Buildings Dept. 
has issued violations in 
several instances over the 
last five years, but in 2009, 
inspectors issued what are 
known as orders to vacate 
for several Willets Point 
businesses around the time 
the city was negotiating and 
purchasing private proper-
ty for the $3 billion project. 
A report that year from the 
legal nonprofit Urban Jus-
tice Center questioned the 
timing of the violations.

“The timing of these 
mass closures with a re-
newed effort to acquire pri-
vate land for a public rede-

velopment is questionable 
and it also may be illegal,” 
the report stated.

In one instance in 

2009, Buildings ordered 
a property to be vacated 
and the city Department 
of Housing then purchased 

the empty property several 
months later.

Housing, which owns 
the property of all the 
shops recently closed, has 
not decided whether it will 
repair the shops in the cur-
rent round.

“It is hard to prove 
they are doing something 
wrong, but does it raise a 
spectre of impropriety?” 
asked Ted De Barbieri, a 
senior staff attorney at the 
Urban Justice Center.

De Barbieri is legal 
counsel for a group of 52 
Willets Point shops called 
the Sunrise Cooperative, 
which submitted a detailed 
proposal in October 2012 to 
relocate to a vacant proper-
ty in Maspeth. The property 
is between 57th Avenue and 
Newtown Creek near the 
Kosciuszko Bridge, which 
is set to be replaced with a 
new span, but the construc-
tion did not appear to affect 
the plans outlined in the 

BY JOE ANUTA

The city’s building 
code will probably be modi-
fied to better prepare for 
storms following recom-
mendations unveiled last 
week by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and City Coun-
cil Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) in 
Long Island City.

The Building Resil-
iency Task Force — made 
up of a group of profession-
als gathered at the behest of 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion and led by the nonprof-
it the Urban Green Council 
— listed a number of post-
Hurricane Sandy changes 
that could affect new con-
struction in Queens neigh-
borhoods listed in federal 

flood maps currently un-
dergoing revision, includ-
ing Broad Channel, Hamil-
ton Beach, Howard Beach, 
the Rockaways and parts 
of Astoria, College Point, 
Rosedale and Long Island 
City.

“Superstorm Sandy 
was a serious wake-up call 
that cost billions of dollars 
in damages and repairs, 
and another extreme event 
is inevitable,” said Russell 
Unger, executive director of 
council, at the City Lights 
Building near the corner 
of 48th Avenue and Center 
Boulevard June 12.

Unger and the mayor 
made it clear the task force 
did not mandate any costly 
upgrades to homes.

But many of the mea-

sures suggested in the re-
port, like raising homes 
above the flood plane, would 
need to be undertaken any-
way to avoid skyrocketing 
flood insurance premiums 
in future years for homes 
more likely to be inundated 
with water, according to 
the mayor.

“There is no require-
ment for you to raise an ex-
isting building,” Bloomberg 
said. “But your insurance 
is going to go up so much 
that you might very want to 
say, ‘Well, I’d rather raise 
the house, pay the money 
and keep my insurance 
from going up.’”

The Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency is 
in the process of updating 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

When it comes to 
wind and clouds, Mother 
Nature is pretty much an 
unstoppable force as far 
as your flight plans are 
concerned. Turtles, on the 
other hand, appear to be 
more manageable.

The Port Authority is 
hoping a plastic barrier at 
the end of one of JFK Air-
port’s runways will keep 
a swarm of frisky turtles 
off the tarmac and out of 
the way of arriving and de-
parting planes.

“The bottom line is we 
want the turtles to be safe 
and we want the planes to 
run efficiently,” Port Au-
thority spokesman Ron 
Marsico said. “We’re hop-

ing this barrier will keep 
everybody happy.”

Diamondback ter-

rapins have long made 
their home in the brackish 
marshlands of Jamaica 
Bay around JFK’s 4L run-
way, but in the past few 
years the population has 
been booming, and Mar-
sico said airport workers 
removed about 1,300 of the 
reptiles as they made their 
way across the tarmac 
during their nesting sea-
son last year.

The turtles — which 
lay their eggs in the sandy 
areas of the bay — have 
been able to crawl under 
the fence surrounding 
the runway, and the PA is 
hoping a 4,000-foot-long, 
8-inch-thick plastic tube 
will prove a more insur-
mountable barrier.

Tenants hold up a sign protesting the recent closure of several shops by the city Department of 
Buildings, which cited unsafe construction activities at the location. Photo by Joe Anuta

Port Authority senior wildlife 
biologist Jeffrey Kolodzinski 
holds one of the diamond-
back terrapins that usu-
ally overtake JFK Airport’s 
southernmost runway dur-
ing their nesting season. 

Photo courtesy Port Authority

City returns to shutter more Willets shops
Second round of closures come as plan to move group of businesses to Maspeth remains static

New building codes could protect 
Queens homes in coastal zones

PA hopes barrier will keep 
turtles off of JFK runway

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 41Continued on Page 45
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Two days after the 
FBI started looking for a 
body buried in Ozone Park, 
agents uncovered unspeci-
fied material Wednesday at 
the home of the late mobster 
James “Jimmy the Gent” 
Burke, authorities familiar 
with the investigation said.

 The search began 
Monday at Burke’s Ozone 
Park house to dig up evi-
dence of the mobster’s mis-
deeds.

Members of the FBI 
Evidence Response Team 
launched the investigation 
with jackhammers in hand. 
They were rumored to be 
searching for a body at the 
home of the gangster, an 
associate of the Lucchese 
crime family, who inspired 
the character James Con-
way in the movie “Goodfel-
las.”

A source said the FBI 
had found what it called 
material at the site but was 
waiting for the city medi-

cal examiner to determine 
whether the remains were 
human.

During the week rep-
resentatives for the city’s 
FBI field office would only 
confirm that the FBI was 
conducting an investiga-
tion and declined to release 
any details of the hunt.

Property records show 
the home is in the name of 
Catherine Burke, one of 
Burke’s daughters.

Two women who en-
tered the house earlier this 
week declined to comment.

FBI vehicles lined the 
street and yellow police 
tape blocked access to the 
front of the red brick house, 
at 81-48 102nd Road, where 
blue and gray tarps had 
been positioned to cover 
the driveway.

A neighbor, Victor 
Montero, said the presence 
of the FBI, which included 
two helicopters, surprised 
him. He initially thought 
the scene might be related 
to terrorists. Montero said. 

Before now, he had never 
seen any unusual activity 
at the house in the 20 years 
he has lived there.

Curious passers-by 
peeked in through the 
house’s red fence, which 
sits along Liberty Avenue, 
to see FBI investigators 
wielding sledgehammers 
and shovels to tear apart 
the backyard.

Burke is the suspected 
mastermind of the 1978 
Lufthansa Heist, a robbery 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport during 
which more than $5 million 
in cash and $875,000 in jew-
elry were stolen, making 
it the largest cash robbery 
in the United States at the 
time. Fearing that they 
would later implicate him, 
Burke had many of his 
heist associates murdered 
in the months following the 
robbery.

The heist was featured 
in the 1990 film “Goodfel-
las,” starring Robert De 
Niro, Ray Liotta and Joe 
Pesci. The film was based 
on “Wiseguy,” a 1985 non-
fiction book by Nicholas 
Pileggi, which chronicled 
the lives of New York City 
gangsters, including Jim-
my Burke.

Burke was only ever 
convicted of one murder 
and, while serving 20 years 
to life in New York state 
prison, he died of cancer in 
Buffalo at the age of 64.

A woman wearing a shirt with the words “FBI Evidence Response Team” digs with a shovel in the back-
yard of the Ozone Park home. Photo by Christina Santucci

FBI makes fi nd at home
of Ozone Park mobster

When was the last time you said, “I want to go to the hospital?”  If you 
are like most people, you don’t want to be hospitalized if you can avoid it.

However, when you do need hospital care, and you want to feel better, 
you and your doctor want to choose the place where you can trust you 
will find a higher level of care and strong results.  

The Joint Commission – THE authority in health care facility  
accreditation, conducts this survey. The survey reviews safety, quality 
and security for every health facility in the United States.   

We are proud of our medical staff, administration, and employees. They have 
earned this survey result with what they do here each and every day – on our 
main campus and across our more than two dozen community medicine 
facilities and primary care practice sites across the great boro of Queens. 

And, we take this opportunity to share this news with our patients, our 
future patients, and the thousands of physicians who refer patients to us.  

See how we can help you feel better.  Visit us online at nyhq.org or call 
800-282-6684 to make an appointment with a member of our medical staff.

If you want to read more about how the Joint Commission evaluates 
health care facilities, go to www.jointcommission.org

© New York Hospital Queens

NYHQ Posts  
Excellent Results in  
Joint Commission  

Accreditation Survey

“We have great news here at New York Hospital Queens.  
In our latest Joint Commission accreditation survey  

we performed among the top handful of hospitals across  
the country surveyed in this period.”

© New York Hospital Queens
The FBI searches 102nd Road. Photo by Christina Santucci
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FLEXIBLE IN-BRANCH PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS2

0.70APY 1

%
12-MONTH CD

0.35APY 1

%
6-MONTH CD

Earn the stated APYs if you have, or open, any interest-bearing Checking account.

SOL  D RATE
L  Q U I D  C DN

YC
B

Open a My Community Interest Checking account 
and get a promotional dining discount card.3 

(See terms and conditions below)
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LONG ISLAND CITY — The city Po-
lice Department was reaching out to the 
public hoping to find suspects wanted in 
connection with a robbery pattern within 
the 114th Precinct, the NYPD said.

The first incident occurred May 3 
around 6:30 p.m. on 11th Street, police 
said. The victim was approached by two 
suspects who punched him in the face and 
stole his property, cops said.

One week later, police said a suspect 
approached another victim on 13th Street 
around 4:45 p.m. before punching him in 
the face and stealing property.

The third incident was recorded May 
31 around 6:45 a.m. in the vicinity of 40th 
Avenue and 9th Street, the NYPD said. 
Then, a victim was approached from be-
hind, punched in the face and had prop-
erty stolen, police said.

Minor injuries were reported in all 
the incidents, the NYPD said.

Police described two suspects as 
black men in their 20s.

*   These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction 
or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants 
will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 
2013-2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on 
each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2011, your payments 
will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.64 on each $1,000 borrowed at  
2.55% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you 
stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates 
subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older models 
and refinances. Membership required.

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call  

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because I just can’t live without her. 

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at  
MCU makes perfect sense.

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

New

Lo
w R

at
e!

For more  
information, 
scan the code.

SOUTH JAMAICA — A city cop with 19 years on 
the force was sentenced to seven years in jail last week 
for shooting an unarmed man in 2010 while off duty, 
the district attorney said.

Leopold McLean, 48, was sentenced June 13 to 
seven years in state prison by Queens Supreme Court 
Justice James Griffin after he was convicted on two 
charges of attempted murder and reckless endanger-
ment, the DA said.

According to trial testimony, McLean met his 
victim at the home of a mutual acquaintance Nov. 15, 
2010.

POLICE 

Blotter

Cop receives 7 years for shooting unarmed man

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Leopold McLean walks 
along the hallway in the 
Kew Gardens courthouse 
during his trial on attempt-
ed murder charges.

FDNY rescues man stuck in Kew Gardens hole
KEW GARDENS — The FDNY suc-

cessfully removed a construction worker 
from a muddy trench about three hours 
after he fell several stories in Kew Gar-
dens Tuesday afternoon, a spokesman for 
the FDNY said.

The man was in stable condition and 
being taken in an ambulance to Jamaica 
Hospital, according to the FDNY.

At about 4:50 p.m. at a construction 
site near the corner of 83rd Avenue and 
Abingdon Road, the worker plunged be-
tween 18 to 25 feet into the hole, according 
to the FDNY and the city Department of 
Buildings.

At one point, the man was up to his 
waist in mud, officials said.

Firefighters load the recently extricated 
man into the back of a waiting ambulance. 

Photo by Richard York

LIC muggers punch, steal from victims: NYPD

Suspects allegedly punched victims in the face 
before stealing from them, police say. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Several elected offi-
cials were joined by parents 
whose children were killed 
or wounded by gunfire in 
honoring NYPD Chief of 
the Department Phillip 
Banks III and the Police 
Department following its 
arrest of a suspect in last 
month’s fatal shooting of a 
teenage girl on a South Ja-
maica bus.

In May, 14-year-old 
D’aja Robinson was killed 
as she sat on the Q6 at the 
corner of Sutphin and 
Rockaway boulevards, and 
21-year-old Kevin McClin-
ton was charged in her 
death, police said.

“We are back here 
today to express our grati-
tude to the Police Depart-
ment and every member of 
the community who helped 
apprehend this [suspect] 
so justice can be brought,” 
City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn said Sat-
urday. “Make no mistake, 
when something like this 
happens, the police are 
leading, but it is a commu-
nity effort.”

Quinn was joined by 
Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
and Ruben Wills at the site 
of D’aja’s murder, and Wills 
had strong words of praise 
for Banks.

“In our communities, 
police and community rela-
tions have not always been 
the best, but his appoint-
ment has brought about 

a new perspective, a new 
day if you will,” Wills said. 
“He has been there at every 
single scene, not just here 
in southeast Queens but 
citywide. He has spoken to 
countless parents and dealt 
with our community-based 
organizations.”

A Queens resident and 
27-year veteran of the de-
partment, Banks was pro-
moted to his current role in 
the NYPD in April.

“We have seen shoot-
ings decrease and murders 
decrease, but those are just 
statistics,” he said. “Cer-
tainly one is too many and 
that is the bad thing about 
it. But the good thing about 
it is can be stopped.”

Banks said that if po-
lice and the community 
continued to build their re-
lationship, violence would 
decline.

Before the news con-
ference, the elected officials 
took a few minutes to speak 
with nearly a dozen parents 
of gun violence victims.

“I’m at a loss for words 
at this unnecessary vio-
lence going on in different 
neighborhoods,” said Rob-
ert Mazyck, whose 11-year-
old daughter Tayloni was 
paralyzed after she was 
shot in Brooklyn. “She was 
standing in front of the 
building, waiting on her 
aunt to pick her up and a 
guy just randomly started 
shooting. She walked into 
the line of fire.”

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They marched mostly 
in silence Saturday, stop-
ping only once along the 
way to pray on Sutphin 
Boulevard and 116th Road 
where D’aja Robinson 
grew up, before reaching 
the intersection where the 
14-year-old was shot and 
killed last month.

There at the corner 
of Sutphin and Rockaway 
boulevards, the crowd of 
at least 100 strong formed a 
circle around D’aja’s family 
and the 15-year-old boy who 
planned the event to show 
the slain teen’s relatives 
support.

Joshua Frank Ricks 
said he only knew D’aja to 
say hi from the neighbor-
hood, and after she killed 
while riding the Q6 in 
South Jamaica, he wanted 
to reach out to her family.

“A girl that young 
shouldn’t lose her life,” he 
said, “so I felt like I should 
bring everyone together to 
show her that we all care.”

On May 18, a gunman 
pumped several rounds 
into an idling bus from 

the outside — one of which 
struck D’aja, who had just 
left a friend’s Sweet 16 par-
ty, in the head, police said. 
Kevin McClinton, 21, was 
arrested in South Carolina 
about two weeks later and 
charged in the teen’s mur-
der, according to District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Once Ricks came up 
with the idea for the event, 
he got in touch with D’aja’s 
relatives, who were appre-
ciative of the plan to honor 
her.

“It didn’t matter how 
many people came, as long 
as people came out to sup-
port her, that was fine,” 
Ricks said.

On Saturday, he sport-
ed a fade with the words 
“RIP Asia” with hearts 
shaved into his head.

“This young brother 
Joshua was compelled 
to organize this and God 
brought it together,” said 
anti-violence activist Lance 
Feurtado, co-founder of the 
King of Kings Foundation.

Feurtado spoke to the 
crowd on behalf of Ricks 
at the conclusion of the 
walk: “This is a message to 
all of you young folks. You 

are the future generation. 
You are the future leaders. 
Never let anyone tell you 
what you can’t do or what 
you can’t achieve. You can 
achieve anything you put 
your mind to.”

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Laurelton) was the 
sole elected official invited 
to the memorial.

“I was just walking 
down there trying to figure 
out just how many marches 
of this nature I have been 
in. One is too many,” Sand-
ers said. “If there is any-
thing that we can do, we 
should use this energy to 
ensure that there is never a 
march like this.”

During the walking 
portion of the event, Sand-
ers and D’aja’s relatives led 
the group of people partici-
pating, some of whom car-
ried posters or wore shirts 
with D’aja’s photo, down 
Sutphin Boulevard.

“I walk with the fam-
ily. I pledge that we are go-
ing to work hard to figure 
out a way to get us out of 
this downward cycle, this 
cycle of self-killing,” Sand-
ers said.

Last to speak was 

D’aja’s mother, Shadia 
Sands.

Feurtado introduced 
her by saying, “You know 
this one right here, this is 
the one who is hurting the 
most.”

Sands thanked every-
one in attendance and all 
of those who reached out 
to her since her daughter’s 
death.

“I didn’t know she had 
this much love and sup-
port,” she said.

Sands also took a mo-
ment to express her grati-
tude to the NYPD for mak-
ing an arrest in connection 
with the shooting and to 
Ricks for planning the 
event.

“It’s still not going to 
replace her. That’s the only 
D’aja I have,” she said, be-
fore breaking down.

The march ended with 
a prayer, during which ev-
eryone there reached out 
there hands over D’aja’s 
family.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Dozens of people march along Sutphin Boulevard during an event to remember teen D’aja Robinson, who was shot and killed aboard the 
Q6 bus. See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Christina Santucci

NYPD Chief of the Department Phillip Banks III hi-fives 2-year-old 
Malachi Miller in South Jamaica. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mourners march for D’aja, 14
Family, supporters walk in South Jamaica vigil to honor slain teen

Community salutes 
police for Q6 arrest

Continued on Page 40



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 2

1-2
7, 

20
13

 

NE

10 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

TIMESLEDGERNewspapers

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION, SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

City can treat unkempt land better
T

he issue of unkempt 
properties has 
plagued our commu-
nities since the hous-

ing bust. Presently, the city 
Sanitation Department can 
go on properties and clean 
them once they have been 
given a particular status. 
While I am pleased with 
this change in regulations, 
more needs to be done.

Sanitation addresses 
properties with garbage but 
does not address those with 
unkempt grass or weeds. 
These properties must be 
addressed, too. Often half-
built properties and those 

in foreclosure do not have 
garbage but grass or weeds 
3 feet high.

This is my proposal:
1. Sanitation advises 

property owners or the 
bank that a property is 
unkempt — failure to cut 
grass or  remove weeds, 
trim hedges that block 
sidewalks, etc. — and gives 
the owner 10 to 15 business 
days to comply.

2. If they do not com-
ply, the city Department of 
Finance will assess a sur-
charge on the next quar-
terly property tax bill, with 
the percentage amount to 

be determined. That sur-
charge will be used to pay 
for the expenses of having 
the property maintained 
on a monthly basis by a pri-
vate landscaper, a contract 
given via a request for pro-
posals.

3. This surcharge can 
be removed once the prop-
erty owner or bank can 
show proof that a land-
scaper has been hired to 
address future cleanups or 
submits a signed affidavit 
with the name of the per-
son who will maintain the 
property.

It is in the city’s inter-

est to do this. The banks 
that have interest in these 
properties continue pay-
ing taxes even when the 
homeowners fail to pay 
their mortgages and the 
escrow for the taxes. The 
surcharge will be a higher 
tax and the city would not 
have to worry about how to 
collect for the cleanup.

Marie Adam-Ovide
District Manager

Community Board 8
Hollis

SURVIVING THE STORM
FEMA has released a revised version of the latest 

flood maps that put much of Queens’ waterfront property 
into high-risk zones for the first time in 30 years in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

As homeowners in these neighborhoods got the word 
that they will now have to buy flood insurance and comply 
with stricter building codes for new structures, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg released his ambitious plan to protect the 
city’s coastline from rising water.

The new maps cover a broad swath of Queens which 
had never been included in federal flood zones before San-
dy hit and took its toll on millions of dollars of suddenly 
vulnerable real estate.

Residents of Howard Beach, Hamilton Beach and part 
of Lindenwood will find themselves classified in the same 
flood zone as the Rockaways, some of Rosedale, Willets 
Point and two sections of Long Island City.

The new maps envision that up to 25 percent of the 
city will be in the floodplain by 2050.

In his final year as mayor, Bloomberg set out a $19.5 
billion blueprint to lead the city through future bouts of 
extreme weather and heavy flooding.

“Whether you believe climate change is real or not is 
beside the point,” Bloomberg said last week. “We can’t run 
the risk.”

With the Rockaways in his sights, he recommended 
a double-dune system for Breezy Point that could be repli-
cated in the rest of the Rockaways if successful.

The mayor called for the restoration of natural wet-
lands in spots such as Jamaica Bay, where he wants to see 
a surge protector installed at the mouth.

He also warned that insurance rates for coastal dwell-
ers would soar but could be cut sharply if a structure in a 
flood zone is elevated and suggested an incentive program 
to help homeowners pay for such improvements.

Bloomberg covered all the bases, but the big ques-
tion is who will implement his plan after he is out of of-
fice seven months from now. About $10 billion in funds is 
already in place, but the federal government holds the key 
to another $5 billion — a shaky prospect given the political 
climate in Washington these days.

But for Queens, which has coastlines on three sides, 
Bloomberg understands the stakes and the need to act now. 
We support his initial round of efforts to keep the borough 
above water and we will push our elected officials to take 
up his fight to prepare us for more devastating storms as 
the century progresses.
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Racino leaves area biz in the lurch

I
n April 2013, I was in 
the area of Rockaway 
Boulevard, a neighbor-
hood street just outside 

the gates of Aqueduct Race-
track and the racino. There 
were at least a half-dozen 
enormous restaurants with 
about 40 tables each and a 
dozen more smaller din-
ing places along Rockaway 
Boulevard in back of the ra-
cino gates. The same went 
for nearby Lefferts Boule-
vard.

But the large ones ap-
peared closed, unused or 
abandoned. The smaller 
ones looked empty. What 
happened? Some neighbor-
hood residents said the 
large and small restaurants 
and lounges were built 
or done over, back when 
the talk of the racino was 
hot news. The investors’ 
thoughts were that cus-
tomers of the racino would 
frequent the “outside the 
gates” motels, restaurants 
and bars before or after 
their racino visit.

That did not — and 
probably never will — hap-

pen. The racino and race-
track visitors do not wan-
der out of the gates for food, 
drinks or recreation. The 
bus people are dropped off 
and picked up inside the 
racino grounds. The cars 
are parked in there as well. 
No one comes out or goes in 
for dinner in the neighbor-
hood.

You, the reader, might 
ask, “What does the racino 
not bringing business to 
the area have to do with Citi 
Field and Willets Point?” I 
am safe in saying that after 
or before a Citi Field event, 
people will not be hanging 
around as customers for 
any restaurants, clubs or 
hotels outside the Citi Field 
gates.

Are they kidding: $30 
million just to begin the 
plans? Who is going to pa-
tronize these new restau-
rants, hotels, etc.?

One more observation, 
which seems to be over-
looked. First, the racino 
lesson. It is open every day 
and night and does nothing 
for the outer area except 

bring noise and traffic. No 
money for the area, but per-
haps a gas station or two 
might catch a racino car or 
bus. 

Now apply that to less 
than 60 ball games at Citi 
Field, and maybe one or 
two concerts. Does this 
Willets Point improvement 
gang believe that before or 
after a night game a dad 
with three kids, having hot 
dogs, ice cream and soda, 
would want to stop a half 
mile away to the “developed 
area” for dinner?

No way. Will any of the 
55,000 people at the game 
think to spend money in 
the new development area? 
Whoever did the survey 
or estimate that the 55,000 
fans would be strolling 
around outside Citi Field, 
the parking lots or subway 
station spending money is 
dreaming the impossible 
dream.

Joe Rizzo
Whitestone

Herbalife targets Latinos: Pol
An open letter to Feder-

al Trade Commission Chair-
woman Edith Ramirez:

I 
am writing to urge the 
FTC to take a look into 
Herbalife. Herbalife has 
been accused of oper-

ating an abusive pyramid 
scheme that targets mi-
nority groups, especially 
Latinos, by falsely promis-
ing large profits. As a New 
York City Council member 
in a heavily Hispanic dis-
trict in Queens, I am con-
cerned about the impact 
this company is having on 
my constituents and the 
Latino community in New 
York.

Latinos in my district 
and across the country 
are falling prey to Herbal-
ife’s targeted recruitment, 
which begins when victims 
are asked to join alleged nu-
trition and wellness clubs. 

In my district, there are 
dozens of such clubs.

Herbalife representa-
tives use these clubs to take 
advantage of people with 
little or no business expe-
rience. By making false 
promises of profit and ig-
noring all associated risk, 
Herbalife representatives 
“recruit” club members 
into becoming distribu-
tors of Herbalife products. 
Since Herbalife’s success 
depends on this aggressive 
recruitment, new distribu-
tors are then pressured 
into recruiting additional 
members.

Latinos and other peo-
ple in my district are being 
unnecessarily harmed by 
these aggressive recruit-
ment techniques. By prom-
ising large profits and min-
imal work, Herbalife preys 
on vulnerable immigrant 

communities. Since the evi-
dence of consumer harm is 
widespread in my district 
and across the country, it is 
critical for the FTC to con-
duct a thorough investiga-
tion and protect consumers 
from these malicious re-
cruitment tactics and false 
promises.

If Herbalife is acting 
illegally by making false 
income claims to vulner-
able Latinos in my commu-
nity, then it needs to be held 
responsible.

I welcome the opportu-
nity to speak with FTC offi-
cials about this matter and 
can have my office assist in 
recruiting those who have 
been financially harmed.

Julissa Ferreras
City Councilwoman

(D-East Elmhurst)

FMCP needs no soccer stadium

F
lushing Meadows Co-
rona Park is impor-
tant to the people of 
Queens.

With many acres of 
grass and trees, it is a place 
where thousands of people 
come every day to relax 
and enjoy its beauty. This is 
what Flushing Meadows is 

for — not to be torn up and 
turned into a soccer stadi-
um complex.

Why don’t the develop-
ers build it in Central Park? 
If they attempted to do that, 
they would be met with ma-
jor opposition from Man-
hattanites and politicians 
alike. Queens politicians 

better open their mouths 
and stand against this ab-
surd proposal.

Keep FMCP a park 
permanently. It should be 
granted protective status 
by the federal government.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Con Ed must carefully prune trees

T
he tree manglers 
hired by Con Edison 
to “trim” trees near 
overhead power lines 

have struck again. Trees 
are being mutilated and 
disfigured by the manglers 
cutting the centers out 
of trees or taking off the 
branches on one side of cer-
tain trees.

One large tree I saw on 
45th Avenue in Auburndale 
now has all its branches on 
one side of its trunk. It has 
been destabilized. During 
the next fierce storm, that 
tree is ready to keel over 
right onto the house it is in 
front of. The person living 
there has a big problem and 

she is aware of it.
Con Ed, in its usual, ar-

rogant way, claims its has 
to do it this way. It acts like 
the trees belong to it. Appar-
ently, it has never heard of 
careful and sensitive prun-
ing that would protect the 
power lines while retain-
ing the shape and health of 
the trees. The supervisors 
and public relations people 
need to act on and correct 
this outrageous situation. 
Street trees belong to all of 
us and they must be taken 
care of properly.

Not only do the affect-
ed trees look ugly, but their 
survival is in jeopardy as 
well. Severe pruning opens 

trees up to disease and in-
sect infestation. Property 
values are lowered as well. 
Our tree canopy is one of the 
reasons our neighborhood 
is so desirable. When trees 
are lopsided or stressed in 
this way, it makes a nega-
tive impact on a property’s 
curb appeal.

Perhaps the ultimate 
solution is to place all the 
power lines underground 
— not only for aesthetic 
reasons, but also for safety 
and the reduced chance of 
power failure due to storms 
year-round.

Henry Euler
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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ew York City in past 
decades has been 
the place where 
new political and 

social ideas have emerged. 
Queens Republican Chair-
man Phil Ragusa recently 
commented on some of 
these recent issues. He 
is strongly opposed to ef-
forts being made by liberal 
spokesmen to grant voting 
rights to non-citizens.

As Ragusa expressed 
it, “Why should we grant 
voting rights to non-citizens 
who have only been in our 
country for six months?”

This issue has been 
debated in liberal political 

circles for the last several 
years. It has now come to 
the forefront of political 
discussion.

Ragusa referred to vot-
ing rights as a privilege, 
and this privilege should 
be earned by achieving U.S. 
citizenship. If this matter 
becomes a major issue, it 
could become a topic for de-
bate between the Republi-
can and Democratic candi-
dates who win their party’s 
nomination for mayor. If 
there is significant support 
for the policy, it could be-
come a subject for initiative 
referendum leading to the 
entire state voting on it.

The Queens Repub-
lican Party recently held 
its annual county dinner 
with John Catsimatidis, 
supported by the Queens 
Republican Executive Com-
mittee, as the main speak-
er. He was well-received. 
When Ragusa spoke to the 

assembled county gather-
ing, he was met with cheers 
and applause, which lasted 
for a few minutes. Ragusa 
was deeply appreciative of 
the expression of support 
by the dinner guests.

At this point, the 
chairman is directing the 
petition drive that gets 
candidates to qualify for 
ballot position. He also 
emphasized the issues of 
education and anti-crime 
measures. The chairman 
is also looking for future 
candidates who are well-
qualified to run for public 
office.

The Republican and 
Democratic primary elec-
tion campaigns started in 
January and will end with 
the primary election Sept. 
10. The candidates who win 
their primaries will face 
each other in the general 
election.

In the 24th City Coun-

cil District, which includes 
Fresh Meadows, Hillcrest, 
Briarwood and Kew Gar-
dens Hills, among other 
locations, a young lawyer 
by the name of Alexander 
Blishteyn is running as the 
Republican and Conserva-
tive candidate.

Some of his positions 
on issues include favoring 
less government regula-
tion over small business. 
He wants a voucher system 
in education so parents can 
choose the schools of their 

choice for their children. 
Blishteyn wants to see low-
er tax rates for some com-
mercial businesses.

Blishteyn also sup-
ports the concept of voca-
tional high schools that 
provide a trade school in 
addition to academic sub-
jects. He believes there is a 
need for it and it would be 
a step toward keeping stu-
dents in school.

Like other conserva-
tives in both major parties, 
he has taken a strong stand 
in favor of maintaining law 
and order. He favors stop-
and-frisk procedures. He 
is opposed to the concept of 
an inspector general moni-
toring police activities. 
Blishteyn is against non-
citizens voting in elections.

In the 24th Council 
District, the Democrats 
who are running in the 
party primary are Rory 
Lancman and Andrea Ve-

ras. The winner of that pri-
mary will face Blishteyn in 
November’s general elec-
tion.

Presently, Lancman 
is considered Blishteyn’s 
main opponent from the 
standpoint that he has con-
siderable name recognition 
in the district and that he 
has served in the state As-
sembly for several years, al-
though he ran for Congress 
last year and lost.

Unlike the state Sen-
ate and the Assembly, 
which have two-year terms 
of office, the Council has a 
four-year term of office, al-
though the Council is pres-
ently term limited to two 
terms.

The Council helps pro-
vide government services 
at the local level. This year, 
if there is a lot of interest in 
the mayor’s race, it could 
bring a large turnout to the 
polls.

Blishteyn backs trade schools, vouchers in race for City Council

DOB must do better job of cracking down on illegal apts.

F
or decades Queens 
civic associations 
have fought to pre-
serve their quality 

of life by improving the en-
forcement of the zoning 
laws. People bought their 
homes or rented their 
apartments because of the 
ambiance in a community. 
When the zoning laws are 
violated and large, illegal 
buildings are built or ille-
gal conversions take place, 
then more people are added 
to a neighborhood zoned for 
fewer people.

For some time, the 
city Department of Build-
ings has been putting out 
articles telling how much 

it is doing to stop illegal 
apartments. The DOB puts 
out fliers warning people 
of the dangers of renting 
an illegal apartment. Many 
are firetraps for the people 
living in them and for fire-
fighters who enter them 
and get trapped because 
there are no legal ways of 
getting out.

The DOB follows the 
advertisements for apart-
ments and visits those 
which sound illegal. It says 
it is giving fines to real 
estate brokers, who show 
blatant illegal conversions. 
There was a recent article 
in TimesLedger Newspa-
pers of a man in Elmhurst 
who is facing charges by 
the district attorney for 
converting four houses and 
three garages into illegal, 
single-room apartments.

On the other hand, 
the DOB tries to get into a 
house with possible illegal 

apartments three times and 
then takes it off its records. 
It is possible to get a court 
order to gain entrance, but 
someone has to testify to a 
judge that there are illegal 
apartments. This could lead 
to retribution yet there are 
telltale signs of multiple oc-
cupancy if inspectors look 
carefully.

There is a push to 
eliminate the right of ar-
chitects to self-certify that 
what they build is not ille-
gal. When a self-certifier is 
found to have lied, there is 
little if any punishment.

I have learned that 
the DOB prioritizes zoning 
complaints. It could take 
four or five weeks for an in-
spector to get to a site. Since 
the DOB makes money for 
the city through fees and 
fines, when they are paid, it 
should be able to hire more 
inspectors who could inves-
tigate complaints.

About 15 years ago, 
there was a plan to have 
auto racing in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, but 
the surrounding communi-
ties fought this idea and it 
never took place. Over the 
years, there was a plan to 
build a swimming pool and 
then an ice skating rink 
in Cunningham Park. The 
community complained 
and held rallies and the 
ideas were dropped.

Today, there are plans 
to build a mall and other 

commercial properties in 
the parking lot next to Citi 
Field, which was park-
land; build a soccer sta-
dium where the fountain 
is located; and take some 
parkland, relocate about 
400 trees and rearrange the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation complex.

It seems that these 
plans to give parkland to 
private commercial devel-
opment is going to happen 
in spite of complaints by 
surrounding communities. 

Today, a lame duck admin-
istration in City Hall is so 
business-oriented that it 
is permitting the loss of 
a large part of Flushing 
Meadows.

A few weeks ago, I 
stood on the path next to 
the 400 trees that would be 
affected. State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and a 
group of civic leaders spoke 
out against giving park-
land away for private use. 
This terrible usurpation 
of a park should not take 
place.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: A 
fertilizer plant in the town 
of West, Texas, blew up, 
killing 15 people and injur-
ing hundreds.

The sad part is there 
had been no inspections 
of the plant and the open-
business attitude in Texas 
does not want inspections 
for unsafe conditions.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

There is a push to eliminate the right of 
architects to self-certify that what they 
build is not illegal. When a self-certifi er 

is found to have lied, there is little if 
any punishment.

Queens GOP 
chairman views 
voting rights as 
a privilege for 

American citizens.
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Council Member
and candidate for Queens Borough President 

PETER F. VALLONE Jr. 
invites you to Queens' largest 

4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
 7:30 pm on Monday, June 24 at Astoria Park

 SEE YOU THERE!

O
ne of the reasons 
New York has had 
Republican mayors 
for the last 20 years 

is because the city’s public- 
and private-sector unions 
have not rallied behind 
the same candidate during 
Democratic primaries.

And even though la-
bor talked about unifying 
around one candidate in 
2013, history is about to re-
peat itself.

The conventional wis-
dom last year was that city 
Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio, one of the founders 
of the labor-backed Work-
ing Families Party, would 
be the consensus choice for 

mayor.
But since City Council 

Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) was so far 
ahead in the polls until re-
cently, labor leaders were 
wary of backing de Blasio 
too soon, and a few ren-
egade unions peeled off ear-
ly and supported Quinn or 
city Comptroller John Liu, 
with the Retail Workers go-
ing to the speaker and city 
employees — District Coun-
cil 37 — to the comptroller.

De Blasio reeled in one 
big fish, though: the health-
care workers union, which 
has a large membership 
and a strong political and 
field operation.

The Uniformed Of-
ficers Unions lined up for 
Bill Thompson recently, 
and it seems likely that the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers will back Thompson or 
DeBlasio.

Where does that leave 

the Working Families Par-
ty, an amalgam of unions 
that needs a 60 percent 
quorum to give its line to a 
loser— again? It will likely 
jump in strong for the in-
evitable Oct. 1 Democratic 
run-off.

This gives the four ma-
jor Democratic candidates 
not named Anthony Weiner 
— the johnny-come-lately, 
scandal-scarred wannabe 
who will not get union back-
ing no matter what he does 
at this point — a claim to 
significant union support.

Why should voters 
who do not belong to unions 
care about who these orga-
nizations support?

Because the city’s fis-
cal health and tax policies 
are linked to how the next 
mayor handles labor nego-
tiations.

For the past four years, 
all the city’s union have 
been working without a 

contract, and some believe 
they now deserve retroac-
tive raises.

That means the next 
mayor may be facing an 
unfunded liability of ap-
proximately $10 billion in 
back pay. That is almost 15 
percent of the annual $70 
billion budget — a loom-
ing gap that would either 
necessitate deep cuts to 
services or a whopping tax 
increase.

That is not a great 
choice for an incoming 
mayor.

What does the current 
crop of contenders actually 
say they will do?

GOP candidates John 
Catsimatidis and Joe Lhota 
say the city cannot afford 
retroactive raises, and that 
is that.

At least they have a po-
sition.

Among the Democrats, 
Weiner has half-attempted 

to confront this issue by 
saying any retroactive 
raises have to be weighed 
against requiring city em-
ployees to pay a portion of 
their health care premi-
ums.

Thompson, Quinn, 
and de Blasio all say they 
do not want to negotiate fu-
ture union deals in public, 
which translates to either 
they do not want to jeopar-
dize those union endorse-
ments or they do not have 
a clue how they will pay for 
retroactive raises.

Liu, running so far to 
the left he should see if the 
Socialist Party line is avail-
able, believes we must pay 
those $10 billion in retroac-
tive raises, but as far as I 
can tell he has not offered a 
concrete plan on where that 
money will come from.

So it looks like another 
circular firing squad on the 
Democratic side this year 

with four union-backed 
candidates alternately pan-
dering for endorsements 
and then trying to swivel 
back to the middle to try to 
assure New York’s power-
ful business and real estate 
interests that they will be 
their champion, too.

And once again, the la-
bor unions’ fragmented sup-
port may deliver a mayor to 
City Hall who has not been 
endorsed by many of the 
major players — just as it 
happened in 1993 and 2001, 
when Rudolph Giuliani and 
Michael Bloomberg were 
swept into office without 
much of big labor’s back-
ing.

Tom Allon was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate 
in 2013 before he left the race 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Democrats have no real plan to tackle union back pay

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

An Ozone Park man 
who police say allegedly 
broke into his ex-girl-
friend’s South Jamaica 
home over the weekend 
and shot an off-duty cop 
who came to her aid was 
charged with assault and 
attempting to kill a police 
officer, the district attor-
ney announced.

Jose Bernazard, 
38, was in the hospital 
Wednesday recovering 
from a gunshot wound he 
received during the Fa-
ther’s Day altercation with 
Officer Joseph Koch, who 
was shot in the hand dur-
ing the struggle, DA Rich-
ard Brown’s office said.

Authorities said Ber-
nazard’s former lover, 
Christina Rodriguez, had 
taken out a restraining 
order against him in early 
2012 after he allegedly at-
tacked her, and he is ac-
cused of going after her 
and her 10-year-old son 

Sunday evening.
“The defendant has 

been charged with having 
exhibited a total disregard 
for the judicial system and 
the law,” Brown said. “He 
is accused of twice assault-
ing his former girlfriend, 
ignoring a lawful mandate 
from the court to stay away 
from her, failing to appear 
in court to answer pend-
ing criminal charges and 
now with shooting a police 
officer attempting to effect 
his arrest.”

“Although the police 
officer was off-duty at the 
time, he adhered to his 
oath to serve and protect 
the public by immediate-
ly going to the aid of the 
woman allegedly being as-
saulted by the defendant,” 
Brown added. “During a 
brief struggle, however, 
the defendant is accused of 
grabbing the officer’s gun 
and firing a round, which 
struck the officer. Fortu-
nately, the wound did not 
prove life-threatening and 

the officer was able to re-
gain control of the situa-
tion.”

According to the po-
lice, Bernazard showed up 
at his ex’s home on South 
Road around 10 p.m. and, 
when she refused to let 
him in, he allegedly forced 
his way in through the 

front door and started at-
tacking the woman and 
her young son.

Koch, assigned to Far 
Rockaway’s 101st Precinct, 
was at a nearby party and 
heard the boy screaming 
for help, police said.

Authorities said 
Koch had his police badge 

clipped to his waistband 
and identified himself as a 
cop when he went into the 
woman’s home.

Bernazard allegedly 
grabbed the officer’s gun 
and shot him in the hand, 
authorities said. He re-
ceived a gunshot wound 
to his abdomen during the 

struggle.
All four were taken 

to the hospital. Police said 
Rodriguez suffered a cut to 
the head.

An arraignment date 
had not been scheduled as 
Bernazard was in the hos-
pital, but the DA’s office 
said it had filed two sets of 
charges against him.

For allegedly shoot-
ing Koch, he was charged 
with attempted murder 
and menacing a police of-
ficer.

For the alleged attack 
on Rodriguez and her son, 
Bernazard was charged 
with burglary, assault, 
criminal contempt and en-
dangering the welfare of a 
child, the DA said.

Brown said he faces 
up to 25 years to life if con-
victed.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Police investigate the shooting of off-duty Police Officer Joseph 
Koch. Photo by Richard York

Off-duty cop shot while breaking up fi ght: NYPD

JOSEPH KOCH
Photo courtesy NYPD
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TLHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Neighbors in south-

east Queens have come to 
dread unruly house par-
ties that take over their 
residential blocks during 
the summer months, and 
they are banding together 
to try to pull the plug be-
fore things get out of hand 
this year.

“A couple of years ago 
we realized that hundreds 
of people are coming onto 
blocks unannounced for 
these parties,” said Larry 
McClean, district manag-
er for Community Board 
13 in southeast Queens. 
“When these things get out 
of hand, people get hurt.”

Neighbors have de-
scribed their initial con-
fusion over seeing large, 
professional audio equip-
ment rolled into a home 
during the afternoon, only 
to have it become perfect-
ly clear what is going on 
when those speakers are 

booming at all hours of the 
night.

“If your neighbors 
can feel the vibrations ... 
of your music speakers in 
their bedroom at 1 a.m., 
you’re causing a noise nui-
sance,” said City Council-
man Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), who was 
joined by members of his 
noise task force Tuesday 
to try to encourage others 
to be on the lookout for 
parties this summer.

“You’ll have someone 
having a ‘small gathering’ 
and they’ll post it on Face-
book,” he said. “They may 
not have had posted it to 
really get 500 people there, 
but what happens is the 
information is going out to 
their friends and they’re 
sending it to their friends 
and now, before you know 
it, 100 people is multiplied 
by five.”

Promoted on fliers 
and on social media sites, 
southeast Queens’ warm-

weather house parties 
have earned a reputation 
among neighbors not only 
as late-night nuisances but 
as downright dangerous.

This year marks the 
third anniversary of the 

summer of 2010, when at 
least three young men were 
killed at southeast Queens 
parties. Since then, the 
deaths of Kedrick Ali Mor-
row Jr., Dane Freeman 
and Robinson Lajeunesse 

have served as cautionary 
tales of what can happen 
when these parties go un-
checked. 

“You hear about these 
house parties; they’re be-
ing shot up,” Richards 

said. “We would rather not 
have that in this neighbor-
hood.”

For the police it be-
comes extremely difficult 
to break up such large par-
ties by the time they swell 
to hundreds of attendees, 
and they urge residents to 
call in when they see the 
signs of a large gathering 
being set up.

Richards said com-
munity members should 
also log noise complaints 
with 311 and their local 
community board so that 
repeat offenders can be 
identified.

He said he will be put-
ting extra pressure on bars 
and lounges along Merrick 
Boulevard to make sure 
patrons clear out from the 
street after the last call.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Councilman Donovan Richards (c.) is joined by community members outside his office in calling 
on neighbors to report large parties. Photo by Rich Bockmann

SE Queens task force wants to quiet house parties

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

25% d

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
FENCE SALE!

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

Proudly Made

on Long Island

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment ( SRX + XTS $595 Bank Fee )  plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined.
All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear
And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000/$2,000. * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 06-30-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK

Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 24 months. Due at inception: $349 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  XTS
FWD

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$349
Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows, Power
Locks, Power Mirrors,
Power Seat, Bluetooth,

Turn by Turn Navigation
& Much More! 
MSRP $38,225

Limited Time Only!

LEASE FOR

FWD 1 SA PACKAGE

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down Payment!!! 

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $399 1st payment
& tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security
Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

$399
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$169
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $169 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Power Roof, Bluetooth, Power

Seat, Rear Park Assist,
Sideline Alert & Much More!

MSRP $23,975
Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive with Navigation

$359
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $359 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Navigation,
Leather, Power Roof, Power

Seats, Power Windows, Power
Door Locks, Back-up Camera,

Remote Starter, Park Assist,
Heated Seats & Much More!

MSRP $44,870
Limted Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$259
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $$259 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,130

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Locks, Power Seats, Rear Park
Assist, Bluetooth, CUE System,
Remote Start, Wood Trim & much
more. MSRP $45,345
Limited Time Only!
XTS now includes an iPad*

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC 
DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience

Automatic, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power
Seats, Heated Seats,
Power Sunroof, Bluetooth, 
Turn By Turn Navigation 
and Much More!
MSRP $35,490 
Limited Availability!
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

With the U.S. House of 
Representatives set to vote 
this week on a new farm 
bill, which would slice 
more than $20 billion from 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) joined representa-
tives from Food Bank for 
New York City Monday at 
a news conference to decry 
the proposed cuts and detail 
the impact the reductions 
would have on residents 
across the city.

Crowley, who led the 
event, gathered with Mar-
garette Purvis, president 
and chief executive of Food 
Bank, and other represen-
tatives outside Key Food 
in Sunnyside to voice their 
opposition to the proposed 
program cuts. According 
to Crowley, nearly 2 million 
residents in the city depend 
on the program, and if cuts 
are implemented the city 
could lose an estimated 
200 million meals for low-
income New Yorkers.

The U.S. Senate passed 
a five-year farm bill June 10 

to reauthorize agricultural 
programs, with a final vote 
of 66-27.

“The impact of these 
cuts will be felt in New 
York City,” he said. “It’s a 
lifeline. It could mean put-
ting food on the table or 
children going hungry.”

To highlight the issue, 
Crowley is participating 
in the “SNAP Challenge,” 
where he will commit to 
living on just $4.50 a day — 
the food budget of an aver-
age SNAP recipient. 

“This is the wealthiest 
country in the history of 
the world,” he said. “No one 
should go without enough 
nutrition. That is unaccept-
able for our country.”

According to Purvis, 
more than 47 million Amer-
icans nationwide rely on 
SNAP — commonly known 
as food stamps — and more 
than half of recipients 
in New York state are in 
households with children. 
More than one third of 
state recipients are elderly 
or disabled.

Purvis lauded Crow-
ley for calling to restore 
proposed cuts to the SNAP 

program and said such 
cuts would devastate a 
city where 1 in 3 residents 
struggles to put food on the 
table.

“This would dispropor-
tionately impact the city by 
cutting food stamp benefits 
to our neighbors,” she said. 
“These cuts will deepen the 
distress of residents.”

To prevent such cuts, 
Food Bank for New York 
City recently launched a 
“Lost Meals” campaign 
and is raising awareness 
through social media, let-
ters to Congress and call-
ing on elected officials to 
take the SNAP Challenge.

“We do not have the 
resources to make up for 
what Congress is trying 
to cut,” Purvis said. “This 
will bring us one step clos-
er to going over a hunger 
cliff.”

To learn more about 
the campaign, visit lost-
meals.org.

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) decried the proposed cutting of more than $20 billion from the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) at a press conference in Sunnyside Monday. 

Photo by Chris Engelhardt. 

Crowley outlines perils
of cuts to food stamps

German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT 
 
Elected officials and 

representatives from the 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age gathered Tuesday at a 
celebratory dedication cer-
emony for the museum’s 
newly completed outdoor 
courtyard, named in honor 
of George S. Kaufman, the 
chairman of Kaufman As-
toria Studios and a MoMI 
trustee.

The museum and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
who co-hosted the event, 
were joined by Borough 
President Helen Marshall, 
MoMI Executive Director 
Carl Goodman and Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria), among others, for 
the official unveiling of the 
George S. Kaufman Court-
yard.

The project, officials 
said, cost $2.5 million. Van 

Bramer, in partnership 
with the city Department of 
Cultural Affairs, worked to 
secure $1.25 million for the 
courtyard through the city 
and an additional $1 mil-
lion contribution was made 
by Kaufman. Other private 
contributions were put for-
ward to ensure for the proj-
ect’s completion.

Kaufman, who has 
been active in the film and 
real estate industries for 
more than 40 years, is on 
the boards of numerous 
philanthropic and civic 
organizations, including 
the Whitney Museum, the 
Fashion Institute of Tech-
nology, The Real Estate 
Board of New York and the 
New York City Partnership. 
He is also chairman of the 
Fashion Center Business 
Improvement District.

The courtyard, de-
signed by Leeser Architec-
ture, is the final chapter 

in MoMI’s capital expan-
sion and renovation proj-
ect. The 10,370-square-foot 
landscaped courtyard 
garden will provide space 
for an outdoor café, open-
air screenings and exhibi-
tions and special events. 
The courtyard also offers 
a unique view of the muse-
um’s iconic rear facade, an 
almost 200-foot-long surface 

made up of 1,067 pale-blue 
aluminum panels, as well 
as a view into the museum’s 
lobby straight through to 
the main entrance on 35th 
Avenue.

The courtyard will 
open on an ongoing basis to 
visitors beginning July 5.

The museum will hold 
a special courtyard open-
ing for the public this Sat-

urday from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
during the Queens Council 
on the Arts’ Queens Art 
Express Block Party, set to 
take place on 37th Street 
between 34th and 35th av-
enues in Astoria. The mu-
seum will welcome visitors 
to the courtyard from 37th 
Street and will also offer 
free museum admission 
during that period. Tickets 
for screenings are not in-
cluded.

Marshall commended 
Van Bramer, Kaufman and 
those who worked to ensure 
that the courtyard was 
completed and said that 
with the latest addition the 
museum will attract even 
more visitors and tourists 
for programs and events.

“This is a one-of-a-kind 
museum,” she said. “This 
courtyard is a beautiful 
public space that comple-
ments the exciting, interac-
tive exhibits.”

MoMI officials also 
said the opening of the 
courtyard will benefit 
more than 50,000 students 
who visit the museum each 
year, with an off-street bus 
drop-off area, a dedicated 
entrance for school groups 
and additional space for 
gatherings.

Kaufman, who not-
ed that the museum has 
grown over the years into 
a world-class film and me-
dia museum, said he was 
excited about the addition 
of the courtyard, and how 
MoMI would serve the com-
munity for years to come.

“My life has led me to 
Astoria,” he said. “I think 
it’s wonderful. I think we’ve 
created a center here which 
is only going to expand, and 
I appreciate all of your sup-
port.”

George Kaufman,  chairman of Kaufman Astoria Studios (third 
from r.), cuts the ribbon on the new courtyard named for him.  

Photo courtesy Thanassi Karageorgiou / Museum of the Moving Image

Museum of Moving Image unveils brand new courtyard
Offi cials say project will provide space for outdoor cafe, open-air screenings and special events

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.
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We are proud city nurses. We keep New York City’s 
11-hospital public healthcare system strong.

We never turn our backs on a patient. We evacuated over 
1000 patients from harm’s way during Sandy. Not one patient 
died. Not one patient was left behind.

HHC hospitals are our city’s safety net. Why is Mayor 
Bloomberg poking holes in it and threatening our future?

Wait times are through the roof in some of our public hospital 
emergency rooms.

Mayor Bloomberg, and the future Mayor, need to listen to 
���������	�
����������	����������������������������������
our hospitals.

Help us save New York’s Healthcare Safety 
�������		
������������������
��

Sign the online petition at 
www.nysna.org/signthepetition

BUT MAYOR BLOOMBERG IS PUTTING OUR
PUBLIC HOSPITAL PATIENTS AT RISK.

In New York's HHC Hospitals,
NO ONE IS EVER TURNED AWAY.

 www.facebook.com/nynurses

���������� Kings County Medical Center RNs
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
   
A baby born to a 

mother from Jamaica is 
three times less likely to 
celebrate his or her first 
birthday than a baby from 
Forest Hills, according to 
a report by the city Health 
Department, a fact that 
highlights the disparities 
that exist among commu-
nities even as the city cel-
ebrates its lowest infant 
mortality rate in history. 

In the Jamaica area’s 
Community Board 12, the 
infant mortality rate — 
the number of deaths with-
in the first year of life per 
1,000 live births — was an 
average of 8.4 from 2009-
11, according to the most 
recent data from the city 
Department of Health, tied 
for the third highest in the 
five boroughs. 

The rate for the Forest 
Hills/Rego Park area’s CB 
6 was 2.3 during the same 
period.

In 2011, the city hit 
an all-time low IMR of 4.7, 
but Heidi Jones, an assis-
tant professor at the City 
University of New York’s 
School of Public Health, 
said there was still more 
work to be done in order 
to bring about change in 
some of the most at-risk 
communities.

“Women under the 
age of 20 have higher rates 
of infant mortality — and 
even higher under the age 
of 18 — compared to wom-
en 20 and over,” she said. 
“Similarly, non-Hispanic 
blacks and Puerto Ricans 
experience higher in-
fant mortality rates than 
non-Hispanic whites and 
Asians and Pacific Island-
ers.”

The leading causes of 
deaths among the city’s ba-
bies are congenital malfor-
mations such as spina bi-
fida and Down syndrome, 
as well as short gestations 
and low birth weights, ac-

cording to the DOH, and.  A 
mother’s access to prenatal 
care is one of the biggest 
factors in a child’s chance 
of making it through the 
first year.

In 2011 the mortality 
rate was 40.1 out of 1,000 for 
mothers who received no 
prenatal care  , compared to 
4.4 for those mothers who 
made their first visit in 
the third trimester, Health 
Department figures show. 
(It should be noted that a 
small percentage — 0.07 
— of mothers citywide did 
not receive care.)

Mothers who are 
obese, did not finish high 
school, are under the age 
of 18 and are black are all 
at high risk of having a 
child die young.

According to a 2010 
survey conducted by the 
state Health Department, 

34.5 percent of Queens 
mothers who responded 
said they were uninten-
tionally pregnant, and 
Jones said contraception 
access for young women 
could be one of the biggest 
factors in driving down 
the IMR.

“Additionally, ensur-
ing that all women have 
access to contraception so 
that they can plan when 
and whether they want 
to have children is a very 
important way to reduce 
IMR,” she said. “Increas-
ing access to and use of 
effective contraception 
may be especially needed 
for young women/adoles-
cents.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A mother holds her newborn. Infant mortality rates in areas like 
Jamaica remain high as the citywide rate has dropped to an all-
time low.

Infant mortality rate remains high in SE Queens

Feliz - Class of ’14
Transfer Student
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Register
Now!
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Aug. 5-29

FOR FREE HIV TESTING, CALL  311
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A violent criminal 
who sexually assaulted a 
woman as she was waiting 
to catch an early morning 
bus in Woodhaven was 
sentenced to 25 years in 
jail last week, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Kevin Pazmini, 23, 
got slapped with the heavy 
sentence after he was 
found guilty last month of 
dragging his 35-year-old 
victim into an alley near 
Jamaica Avenue, where 
he tore her clothes and 
assaulted her before steal-
ing her purse, DA Richard 
Brown said.

“The defendant was 
found guilty of sexually 
assaulting the victim who 
was on her way to work, 
leaving her emotionally 
and physically battered,” 
Brown said. “He is a violent 

predator and the sentence 
imposed today is justified 
and necessary to protect 
the law-abiding members 
of our society from such a 
vicious individual.”

Around 6 a.m. July 
26, 2012, Pazmini snuck up 
behind his victim and put 
her in a choke hold as she 
was waiting for a bus near 
the corner of 89th Street 
and Jamaica Avenue.

Pazmini, who lived 
just 10 blocks from the 
corner, then dragged her 
into a nearby alley where 
he beat her on the face and 
sexually assaulted her.

With her clothes half 
torn off, the woman was 
able to escape to a nearby 
bodega where a customer 
called 911.

The following day 
police released a video of 
Pazmini walking on the 
street prior to the attack 

and he was arrested a few 
days later.

Authorities said 
Pazmini’s DNA was found 
on a letter he wrote to a 
friend detailing the inci-
dent.

He was convicted last 
month of first-degree rape, 
committing a criminal sex 
act, attempted robbery and 
assault.

Supreme Court Jus-
tice Richard Buchter sen-
tenced him to a quarter of 
a century in prison June 
12.

After he was arrested, 
Pazmini continued to act 
out, authorities said.

He was arrested in 
September 2012 for alleg-
edly raping a 17-year-old 
girl who passed out after 
drinking inside his home 
and charged with first-de-
gree rape.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

People are constantly 
asking George O’Neill 
when his restaurant is go-
ing to reopen.

“Day in and day out,” 
he said. “It never stops.”

He still can’t guaran-
tee when the opening day 
will be, but he’s hoping 
for the July 4 weekend, he 
said.

His eponymous eat-
ery, O’Neill’s, burned 
down in May 2011 during 
a five-alarm grease fire. 
The restaurant, at 64-21 
53rd St. in Maspeth, was 
gutted.

Within days of the di-
saster, O’Neill had a plan 
in place to rebuild. Since 
then, the reopening has 
been delayed a few times 
due to issues with con-
struction.

O’Neill said the delays 

have already disappointed 
potential customers; he 
felt particularly bad for 
one party of 16 people who 
had to be turned away 
when they showed up for 
dinner.

But the delay will be 
worthwhile.

“It’s really coming out 
magnificently,” O’Neill 
said. “It’s a beautiful bar. 
It’s got the same feel.”

One element that 

might be noticeably dif-
ferent — for now — is the 
missing signed photo-
graphs of the many celeb-
rities and athletes who ate 
at the restaurant. Those 
were burned in the fire.

O’Neill said he is try-
ing to replace them and 
has written to those same 
stars to see if they’ll help.

He hopes to close 53rd 
Street to have an opening 
ceremony outside the res-
taurant, but that’s among 
the details he is still try-
ing to work out.

The restaurant has be-
longed to his family since 
1928, when it was called 
the Plateau Tavern and 
owned by O’Neill’s father. 
The eatery grew with the 
neighborhood and became 
a popular destination for 
patrons who were celebrat-
ing major events or just 
wanted to grab a bite.

George O’Neill stands in front 
of his renovated Maspeth res-
taurant last month.

Woodhaven con gets 25 years 
for brazen 2012 sexual assault

Two years later O’Neills
pushes back reopening 
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Two events were held Saturday to commemorate the life of 14-year-old D’aja Robinson, who was shot and killed on a South Jamaica bus, and to fight against violence in 
the community. (Clockwise from top l.) Erica Ford, the founder of I Love My Life, recognizes mothers, whose sons have been killed by gunfire; Joshua Frank Ricks, 15, who 
organized a march in D’aja’s memory, has her name written into his hair; dozens of people walk along Sutphin Boulevard to the corner of Rockaway Boulevard where 
D’aja was killed; Shadia Sands, (second r.) D’aja’s mother, is joined by loved ones and Kenny Carter, (r.) the founder of Fathers Alive In The Hood; and Lance Feurtado, (l.) 
the co-founder of the King of Kings Foundation, signs a makeshift memorial for the teen. Photos by Christina Santucci
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SATURDAY JUNE 22ND

BAYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELD

CELEBRITY GUESTS
Mr. Met

NY METS WORLD SERIES PITCHER 
Dwight “Doc” Gooden

NY KNICKS LEGENDARY BACK COURT
Walt “Clyde” Frazier &  

Earl “The Pearl” Monroe
NY GIANTS SUPERBOWL MVP

O.J. Anderson
NY JETS STAR RECEIVER
Wesley Walker

 A FULL DAY OF FUN  
FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES!
Foods! Drinks! Music! Raffles for Exciting Prizes!  

Giveaways All Day! Kid Water Slides! Kid Inflatables!

Autographs & Pictures with Athletes*
Bring Chairs and Blankets…  

You’ll Want to Spend the Entire Day with DAC!
 *AUTOGRAPHS FOR REGISTERED KIDS AND THEIR PARENTS ONLY.

Basketball Games & Free Training!
Free Throw shooting & 3 point contests

OUR SPONSORS: AVGERINOS HEALTH CENTER  BOB COCCIA’S APPLIANCE CENTER  
BOURBON STREET  DE CAPITAL MORTGAGE  DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE  
MCGARRY CARPETS  MILLENNIUM PHYSICAL THERAPY  ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT  

MODELLS SPORTING GOODS  TOUCH OF CLASS ENTERTAINMENT

Register for DAC Summer Basketball League
July 15th – August 29th

Registration also available on Field Day for upcoming  
Flag Football, Basketball, and 2014 Spring Baseball Season.

Games Played indoors at PS 188 in Bayside
Boys – Girls ages 9-11 and 12-14 years old

Developmental Basketball ages 5-7 years old

WWW.DACSPORTS.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: DAC ATHLETIC CLUB  FOR MORE INFO EMAIL: BBDACSPORTS@AOL.COM

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

 *  You may be eligible for EmPower if 
you are eligible for HEAP benefi ts, 
participate in a utility payment 
assistance program, or have 
household income below 60% of 
the state median income.

What are you waiting for?
For income-eligible residents, 
EmPower New York off ers 
improved insulation, reduced 
drafts, and upgraded lighting 
and appliances—for free. 

55,000 of your neighbors have 
already done it. Now it’s your 
turn to lower your energy bills and 
keep more money in your pocket. 
It’s a no-brainer.

»  EmPower New York
A better life begins at home.
 Learn more: 1-800-263-0960
Visit: nyserda.ny.gov/empower

A more energy-effi  cient 
home or apartment 

Free. 
 (really, free.)
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Restaurant industry 
members are voicing con-
cern over Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s proposal to 
ban plastic foam cups and 
food containers, a measure 
some say has the potential 
to hurt small businesses 
that rely on the low-cost 
products throughout New 
York City.

Opponents of the pro-
posal spoke out against 
Bloomberg’s plan outside 
City Hall June 12 before 
a City Council meeting, 
where the bill was intro-
duced. The bill was spon-
sored by 11 members of the 
Council, including Council 
members Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) and Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans).

Bloomberg first pro-
posed a citywide ban on 
plastic foam in restaurants 
and stores during his State 
of the City address in Febru-
ary. He pointed out that the 
material — often made into 
cups, plates, trays and take-
out containers commonly 
used in the food industry 
— is difficult to recycle and 
does not biodegrade.

He said it also costs 
taxpayers money because 
it is expensive to remove 
from other materials in the 
recycling process.

Plastic foam is com-

monly used to make food 
containers and trays, main-
ly because it holds heat and 
cold well, and is also dura-
ble and fairly inexpensive 
compared to other alterna-
tives such as paper or plas-
tic. It is, however, generally 
immune to decomposition, 
as opposed to some other al-
ternatives, so it can stay in 
landfills for centuries.

If New York were to 
ban plastic foam, it would 
join San Francisco and 
Portland, Ore., which have 
respectively passed similar 
measures.

Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) ex-
pressed concern over the 
proposal, noting that the 
ban would eliminate 1,500 
jobs in the polystyrene in-
dustry in New York state. 
He said city officials should 
consider implementing a re-
cycling program, pointing 
out that he had introduced 
a similar measure back in 
2010, but it stalled.

“Let’s try recycling,” 
he said. “Before we lose 
these jobs and hurt these 
small businesses, we should 
give it a try.”

Koslowitz, however, 
said the environmental and 
health impacts of the mate-
rial are far too many to ne-
glect.

“The goal is to move to-
wards a more environmen-

tally conscious city that 
recognizes the importance 
to find a biodegradable and 
renewable alternative to 
polystyrene,” she said.

New York State Res-
taurant Association spokes-
man Andrew Moesel said 
the ban would affect mom-
and-pop restaurants and 
establishments that use the 
containers. He explained 
that the average plastic 
foam container costs about 
7 cents or 8 cents per piece 
if purchased in bulk, in 
comparison to 14 cents or 
15 cents for cardboard con-
tainers and 40 cents to 50 
cents for plastic contain-
ers.

“If you’re a small res-
taurant that uses contain-
ers or are a kind of restau-
rant that uses Styrofoam 
packaging, it could have se-
rious cost ramifications,” 
he said. “Alternatives to 
Styrofoam are twice or five 
times as expensive.”

Vallone said city offi-
cials have to keep in mind 
the interests of business 
owners.

“I   commend 
Bloomberg for focusing on 
this issue,” he said. “But 
this could double the cost of 
packaging for restaurants, 
delis and bodegas. We 
shouldn’t harm our busi-

A proposal to ban plastic foam takeout containers in the city is being opposed by restaurateurs who 
say the elimination of the containers would drive up costs and potentially put them out of business. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan. 

Proposed plastic foam 
ban met with criticism  

German-American School
At the German American School, we believe that studying a second or third for-
eign language can only benefi t children and adults in their future educational and 
employment pursuits as well as their intellectual growth. Our focus is to teach the 
German language to children and adults from all backgrounds. German-American 
School was incorporated in 1911 by the Regents of the University of the State of 
New York and our programs are recognized by New York State. German-American 
School language program is designed to lead the students toward the successful 
completion of the New York State Three-Year Comprehensive Regents in German. 
Our students take the exam at the conclusion of our program (after eight years). 
Once the Regents Exam is passed the student can be awarded three language cred-
its from their High School. For those students who want to continue with the lan-
guage program until they enter college, we off er German language and conversa-
tion classes to prepare them for the following exams: AP German, NY State Regents 
Exam and AATG Level 2 or 3 exams. For the truly dedicated and ambitious students 
we also off er an Advanced Placement preparation in German. For those students 
who have a German background and who want to study in Germany we also off er 
the Deutsche Sprachdiplom 1. 

German-American School has been teaching German to children since 1892. In the late 
19th Century the School’s students came from German immigrant communities and the 
schools purpose was to teach German Literature, history, and culture (in German) to the 
children of German immigrants. 

German-American School is a private, not-for-profi t German 
Language School. It has no religious or political affi  liation.

For more information please contact our 
Manhattan offi  ce at 212-787-7543 or email us 
at info@german-american-school.org 
70-01 Freshpond Road
Ridgewood, NY 11385

Please ask for
Ralph Sibbio JR.
or Lee Komitor
Tel: 866-638-4609
Fax: 212-549-2242
Ralph.Sibbio@ManhattanAuto.com

www.ManhattanFord.com
787 11th Avenue, New York City ( at 54th Street ) NYCDCA# 1017929

OUTER BORO TAXI CENTER
Manhattan

27
MPG†

Brand New 2012
TRANSIT CONNECT XLT
Stk#FT121906, VIN#CT083293, FWD, 
auto, 4cyl, AM/FM, a/c, p s/b/w/l, 
MSRP $27,014 BUY FOR

UP
TO

ADDITIONAL REBATES!††

$10,000$18,995‡

HANDICAP 
APPROVED 

FROM TLC & NYC

LOW 
FINANCING

RATES*

TAXI
READY

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, tags & reg fees. All factory rebates/incentives assigned 
to dealer. ‘13 Transit Connect XLT can be upfi tted for handicap use. Green paint not included. ‡One 
at this price. †EPA Estimated fuel economy base engine/transmission. Actual mileage will vary. *Low 
fi nancing rates for qualifi ed buyers, subject to primary lender’s approval. ††Up to $10k rebates toward 
purchase of a handicap accessible Transit Connect. Offers cannot be combined. Not valid on prev 
purchases. See dlr for details. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Offers exp 6/30/13. 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

An Ozone Park man 
faces up to two years in 
prison after being convict-
ed of bludgeoning a stray 
cat to death, the Queens 
district attorney said this 
week.

Following a six-day 
trial, Richard Ferrugio, 
51, was convicted Monday 
of aggravated cruelty to 
animals and fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a 
weapon.

According to witness-
es, in February 2012 Ferru-
gio beat the cat with a metal 
lug wrench and kicked the 
animal against a cement 
wall in front of 87-45 78th 
St. Several people asked 
Ferrugio to stop hurting 
the cat, but he refused, the 
DA said.

“The defendant showed 
a complete disregard for 
the life of a helpless animal 

by violently beating it to 
death on a public street,” 
DA Richard Brown said in 
a statement. “Even when 
passers-by asked him to 
stop, he refused. This is 
a troubling crime and de-
serving of significant pun-
ishment.”

But defense attorney 
Sean McNicholas painted 
a portrait of Ferrugio as an 
animal lover who only acted 
in self-defense. According 
to McNicholas, Ferrugio 
had been working on his 
car with the tire iron. The 
stray cat attacked him and 
he hit it with the tire iron 
in response. Realizing he 
had delivered a fatal blow, 
Ferrugio said he chose to 
kill the cat rather than let 
it die slowly.

Ferrugio, McNicholas 
said, believes he did the 
right thing.

“We certainly respect 
the jury’s verdict, but we 

believe it’s wrong,” Mc-
Nicholas said.

Ferrugio’s sentenc-
ing is set for July 12 and 
he faces up to two years in 
prison. McNicholas said he 
is prepared to file an appeal 
should Ferrugio be sen-
tenced to prison time.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Scores of elected of-
ficials, along with labor, 
African-American, La-
tino and Asian leaders 
congregated at City Hall 
last week to express ap-
preciation and praise for 
the Bill Clinton Global 
Initiative.

Clinton’s organiza-
tion lauded New York 
City’s Jobs to Build On 
project, calling it a mod-
el worthy of replication 
throughout the nation.

The City Council estab-
lished Jobs to Build On in 
2007 with the goal of attack-
ing long-term unemploy-
ment in low-income neigh-
borhoods. Those who join 
the program are trained by 
the Consortium for Worker 
Education.

It is funded by the 
Council.

“The Jobs to Build On 

program has been a great 
initiative which has helped 
people living in low-income 
communities across the 
city,” Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), the 
deputy majority leader and 
head of the Queens delega-
tion, told the gathering. “I 
am pleased that it has final-
ly received the recognition 
it deserves and hope other 

municipalities look at 
what we did here in New 
York City and start simi-
lar programs to help 
those living in low-in-
come communities.”

Comrie represents 
southeast Queens, where 
job training is a high 
priority and members 
of the community often 
scramble to put food on 
the table.

 “With great out-
reach programs through 
unions and organiza-
tions, thousands of 

residents have been able to 
learn new skills in a variety 
of areas, including infor-
mation technology, health 
care and film and TV pro-
duction,” he continued. 
“Not only are the retention 
rates for those placed in 
these jobs extremely high, 
but they also earn a higher 
hourly wage than the state 
mandates.”

City Councilman Leroy Comrie (l.) 
outlines the benefits of the Jobs to 
Build On program outside City Hall.  

Photo by Philip Newman

Clinton’s group praises Council 
for city Jobs to Build On project

Ozone Park cat killer faces 
2 years for animal cruelty

Happy Life
Social Adult Day Care Center

FREE PROGRAM 
(Covered by Medicaid & Medicade Plans)

89-31 161st Street (2nd

Se Habla Espanol

Happy Life is a Rest and Recreation Care Center for Senior Citizens, 
Happy Life became a family for many of fellow citizens 

and showed them the way to an interesting meaningful life.

plus 
many more 

fun activities

Discover community banking 
at QsideFCU.org.

AND SO WILL 
YOUR POCKETS 
�s a community credit union� �e�re ab�e to return our �ro�ts to our  
account 	o�ders� so you get better rates� 	ig	er returns and more bene�ts.  

t�s mutua��y bene�cia� banking at its best. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA

OUR COMMUNITY 
TIES RUN DEEP…

The convicted 
man contends 
the ferocious 

feline attacked 
him
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci
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www.queenslibrary.org

Target is the lead sponsor of Queens Library’s Summer Reading program. Additional support is provided 
by Astoria Federal Savings, with in-kind support from AWE Digital Learning Solutions, the New York Mets, 
Scholastic and Simon & Schuster. 

SUMMER READING ‘13

Register at any Queens Library  
location or online  

at summerreading.org.

Free programs and events for all ages, including adults.

@ Queens Library

Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.
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LATE PAGE

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) is calling on the 
Federal Trade Commission 
to investigate recruitment 
practices of Herbalife, a 
company recently accused 
of operating a pyramid 
scheme targeting minority 
groups.

In a letter dated June 
13 to Edith Ramirez, chair-
woman of the FTC, Fer-
reras urged the federal 
agency to investigate Herb-
alife, a global nutrition and 
weight management com-
pany based in Los Angeles 
with products sold exclu-
sively by nearly 2.3 million 
independent distributors 
around the world.

Ferreras contended 
in her letter that Herbalife 
may be acting illegally by 
making false income claims 
to Latinos in her district — 
which includes Elmhurst, 
East Elmhurst, Corona and 
Jackson Heights — and ex-
pressed concern that mem-
bers of her communities 
may be “falling prey” to 
Herbalife’s “targeted” re-
cruitment practices.

“Recruitment begins 
when victims are asked to 
join alleged nutrition and 
wellness clubs,” she wrote, 
noting that there are many 
such clubs in her district. 
“Herbalife representatives 
use these clubs to take ad-
vantage of people  ... rep-
resentatives ‘recruit’ club 

members into becoming 
distributors. Since Herbal-
ife’s success depends on this 
aggressive recruitment, 
new distributors are then 
pressured into recruiting 
additional members.”

Herbalife representa-
tives were unavailable for 
comment. 

A spokeswoman for 
Ferreras said her office has 
received between 15 and 
20 complaints from com-
munity members about 
the company’s recruitment 
practices.

“By promising large 
profits and minimal work, 
Herbalife preys on vulner-
able immigrant commu-
nities,” Ferreras said. “I 
believe it is critical for the 
FTC to conduct a thorough 
investigation and protect 
consumers from these ma-
licious recruitment tactics 
and false promises.”

The New York Post re-
ported back in April that 

Herbalife distributor and 
California resident Dana 
Bostick sued Herbalife un-
der racketeering and cor-
ruption laws, and accused 
the company of being an 
“inherently fraudulent pyr-
amid scheme.”

Hedge fund billionaire 
Bill Ackman, who has made 
a $1 billion short bet on the 
company, also criticized 
Herbalife as a “pyramid 
scheme” and has claimed 
that many have been cheat-
ed out of nearly $4 billion 
over the years in attempts 
to become successful dis-
tributors of the company’s 
protein shakes and other 
products.

The company, which 
has $4 billion in global 
sales per year, has denied 
Ackman’s accusations.

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras wrote a letter to the Federal Trade 
Commission, urging the federal agency to investigate Herbalife.

Ferreras pushes feds 
to probe Herbalife

SMILE THIS SUMMER. 
JOIN THE JAMAICA Y.

WE’VE GOT YOUR VALUE PASS FOR FUN. 

YMCA SUMMER MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
$175 ADULTS l $250 FAMILIES

Summer Membership good from date of join through Labor Day, Sept. 2, 2013

WE OFFER:

JAMAICA YMCA 
89-25 Parsons Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 739-6600  l  ymcanyc.org/jamaica

�� GROUP EXERCISE CLASSES
�� STATE-OF-THE-ART FITNESS CENTER
�� Y PERSONAL FITNESS PROGRAM 
�� CARDIOVASCULAR AREA WITH PERSONAL  

TV’S & MP3 PORTS
�� FREE WEIGHT AREA WITH HAMMER 

STRENGTH EQUIPMENT
�� HANDBALL COURT

�� FULL-COURT GYMNASIUM
�� REGULATION SIZE BASKETBALL COURT
�� HEATED INDOOR POOL 
�� LOCKER AND SHOWER ROOMS
�� SAUNA/ STEAM ROOM
�� FAMILY NIGHT/ FAMILY ACTIVITIES
�� SUMMER DAY AND SLEEPAWAY CAMP
�� WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask about the Financial Assistance program.

proposal.
The October proposal, 

which has since been modi-
fied to consider several oth-
er sites in Maspeth, pegged 
the cost of buying the land 
and constructing a new 
building where the shops 
would be set up in a simi-
lar arrangement to Willets 

Point, at about $18 million, 
though they are asking the 
city for just $3.1 million in a 
grant or loan.

“I think our request 
is modest compared to the 
scope of the work that is 
being proposed here,” De 
Barbieri said. “We think it 
is a good plan and we have 
asked the city to commit to 
it.”

EDC said it has been in 
ongoing talks with the Sun-
rise Cooperative  and has 

partnered the co-op with a 
relocation company to try 
and locate suitable sites.

In addition, the city 
has been providing con-
stant outreach services to 
other businesses in Willets 
Point on an individual ba-
sis as well as providing job 
training programs.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5

Willets
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VEHICLES TO 
BE SOLD FOR

$999
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $15,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

§

§

§

*

**

$9,000
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U9570-92K Mi.

§2009 TOYOTA CAMRY
*

*

277 N. Franklin St.
Hempstead 

1.866.261.0211
*Stk#U9584-104K Mi. 2001 VW Jetta. **Stk#U9606-82K Mi. 2005 Ford Focus Sale Price $5400, $0 down, $99 per mo. 60 mos. @ 4.90% APR. plus tax, MV & dealer fees are additional. Severity of credit rating may affect down
payment and terms. Must have 750 credit score or better. See dealer for details. Subject to prior sale. Cars sold cosmetically as is. Must take same day delivery from Dealer stock. Cannot combine two offers. All offers expire 6/23/13.

• 10 MINUTES 
FROM WESTBURY

• 15 MINUTES 
FROM LEVITTOWN

• 15 MINUTES 
FROM BALDWIN

• 15 MINUTES 
FROM MERRICK

• 20 MINUTES 
FROM QUEENS

GardenCityCarDeals.com

$0DOWN
DELIVERS ANY
VEHICLE!
WITH APPROVAL

UNCLAIMED VEHICLES • BANK REPOSESSIONS • AUCTION VEHICLES • LEASING VEHICLES • CREDIT UNIONS • RENTAL VEHICLES

FRIDAY 
JUNE 21ST • 9AM-9PM

SATURDAY
JUNE 22ND • 9AM-6PM

SUNDAY
JUNE 23RD • 11AM-5PM3DAYS

ONLY!

Was $15,000
3

DAYS
ONLY

$6,000
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U9599-72K Mi.

§2006 MAZDA 3
*

Was $9,000
3

DAYS
ONLY

$3,000
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U9578-71K Mi.

§2003 HYUNDAI SONATA
*

Was $6,000
3

DAYS
ONLY

$99AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

/MO.

$8 OIL CHANGES
✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

State Assembly Speak-
er Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) killed proposed 
changes to the city’s Scaf-
fold Law Tuesday, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights).

The Scaffold Law, a 
worker safety law enacted 
in 1885, protects workers 
by holding contractors and 
developers accountable for 
injuries at a worksite.

But new legislation 
sponsored by Assembly-
man Joe Morelle (D-Ironde-
quoit) and state Sen. Patrick 
Gallivan (R-Elma) would 
have added new language, 
requiring juries to also 
consider workers’ actions 
when weighing injuries in 
court cases.

The proposed legisla-
tion says it “attempts to 
contain the costs of abso-
lute liability in a fair man-
ner by making an employee 

who directly contributes to 
his injury liable for the por-
tion of fault assessed by a 
jury for his own conduct.”

The new legislation 
proposed that such a stan-
dard could only be applied 
in limited circumstances, 
such as in the case of a 
criminal act, the use of 
drugs or alcohol, failure 
to use safety devices at the 
job site, failure to comply 
with employer instructions 

with regard to the use of 
safety devices at the job site 
or failure of the employee 
to comply with safe work 
practices.

But according to 
Meghan Tadio, chief of 
staff for Moya’s office, Sil-
ver squashed the new legis-
lation Tuesday.

“The bill was to change 
it and repeal portions, 
which we were opposing,” 
she said. “We wanted to 

keep it as it stands.”
The announcement 

comes after members of 
Make the Road New York, a 
Jackson Heights-based im-
migration advocacy group, 
rallied Monday, calling on 
lawmakers to maintain 
the Scaffold Law to ensure 
the safety of construction 
workers across the city.

Members gathered at 
45-11 Broadway in Astoria, 
the construction site where 

former construction work-
er Ricardo Gonzalez, 45, 
of Brentwood, N.Y., fell 15 
feet from the first floor of 
the building and later died 
from head trauma back in 
late January.

Marc Proferes, a car-
penter for more than 35 
years, was injured in a scaf-
fold accident in 1997 while 
working in Glen Oaks, 
came out to the rally to sup-
port construction workers 
and voice his backing of the 
Scaffold Law.

“My supervisor told us 
to go up there, and it was 
totally unsafe,” he said of 
his experience, noting that 
he broke his back and badly 
injured his knee in his ac-
cident. “I was bedridden for 
six years.”

In a statement Wednes-
day, Moya said it remains 
crucial to keep the law in 
place and stressed the im-
portance of protection for 
construction workers.

“It is critical that con-

struction workers are able 
to go to work every day 
and know that the equip-
ment they are using and 
the worksite as a whole is 
safe,” he said. “The Scaf-
fold Law holds contractors 
and developers accountable 
for the conditions they ask 
employees to work under. 
Many of my constituents 
who are immigrants work-
ing in construction face the 
fear of compromised wages 
and safety.

“As construction dead-
lines create an impulse to 
push speed over safety, and 
with employer retaliation 
all too common, the Scaf-
fold Law maintains its im-
portance in both protecting 
workers and giving employ-
ers incentive to keep job 
sites safe.”

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Members of Make the Road New York, a Jackson Heights-based immigration advocacy group, rallied 
in support of the Scaffold Law Monday in Astoria, Photo by Chris Engelhardt. 

Sheldon Silver rejects new Scaffold Law: Moya

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
When Melissa Friedman witnessed 

Xavier Pacheco’s self-proclaimed first at-
tempt at performing Shakespeare, she 
decided the then 14-year-old Corona fresh-
man was either a skilled liar or a natural-
ly talented actor. 

“He was like a pro,” Friedman, who 
serves as artistic director of Manhat-
tan’s Epic Theatre Ensemble, said. “He 
just picked it right up. We were all a little 
freaked out.”

Friedman, however, was not sur-
prised when Xavier earn the top prize 
in the English-Speaking Union National 

Shakespeare Competition in late April. He 
was also the first winner from New York 
in the event’s 30-year history. The contest 
brings student actors and public speakers 
from around the country to Lincoln Cen-
ter, where they perform monologues and 
recite poetry written by the Bard.

“When Xavier walked on stage, he 
took in the whole audience,” Friedman 
said. “You got the sense there is a prodigy 
in the room. Everybody just stops. That is 
good acting.”

Although he’s been acting since the 
sixth-grade, Xavier, a sophomore at Urban 

Corona resident Xavier Pacheco 
performs a monologue from 
“Much Ado About Nothing” 
at the English-Speaking 
Union National Shakespeare 
Competition at Lincoln Center. 

Photo courtesy of Elena Olivo

ALL THE 
WORLD’S

STAGE
His

Corona teen wins fi rst place 
at national Shakespeare fest

Continued on Page 35
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It was a dark and stormy 
night when suddenly gunshots 
rang out!  If that sounds like a 
cliché start to a murder mystery, 
you’re right, only in this case 
the weather was real but the bul-
lets were fake.  The setting was 
Riccardo’s in Astoria, near the 
bridge that I still prefer to call 
the Triborough, and the host was 
The Killing Kompany.

Almost 20 years in existence, 
The Killing Kompany special-
izes in audience- participation 
comedy-mystery dinner theater 
in the New York area.  Each show 
is different, created for one per-
formance only, and audience 
members are part of the action.  
Not to worry, the selected guests 
don’t have to know any lines, just 
be willing to play along as mur-
der suspects and witnesses.  The 
heavy lifting is done by a few pro-
fessional actors with Broadway, 
TV and film credits, who carry 
out the plot.  Watch out, they may 

be seated at your table.
Jon Avner, a professional 

actor himself, as well as a writer 
and producer, leads the company 
and delivers a lot of the humor 
and double entendres along with 
his willing accomplices.  That 
night at Riccardo’s, Avner em-
ceed as a police officer in “Mur-

der By Marriage,” while the 
pros sang and danced and sup-
plied some key dialogue.  When 
three suspects drew their pistols, 
Avner, in “True Grit” style, shot 
them all down, boasting that it 
was his  “first three way.”

At the end of the evening, 
Avner paced the floor of the 

Tiffany Room, summing up the 
events of the mystery, inviting 
the audience to view the written 
evidence laid out on a table, and 
offering prizes to those who could 
figure out who did it and to those 
who gave the most memorable ap-
pearances on stage.  I must admit 

that it remained a mystery to me, 
but the audience was really into 
it, several of whom seemed to 
be regular followers of the com-
pany.

And why not!  For a modest 
price, you get a full course meal 
and entertainment, a chance to 
interact and solve a puzzle.  The 
Killing Kompany does many 
mystery shows throughout the 
year, but dinner theater is just 
part of what it offers. It performs 
at all kinds of private events, 
from birthdays to fund-raisers 
to corporate affairs, at schools, 
churches and hotels, all with 
themes to suit the occasion.  

The theme at Riccardo’s was 
linked to the news of the day, 
the Internal Revenue troubles, 
a crime in more ways than one.  
Unfortunately, the heavy rains 
that day kept some people at 
home, obviously those who didn’t 
know the show goes on no matter 
what.  And if we can believe the 

dire predictions, we all have to 
get use to extreme weather.

The Killing Kompany has 
performed from coast-to-coast, 
but its home base, formerly 
in Forest Hills, is now in Nas-
sau County.  Give them a call at 
1-800-SHOOT-EM or email at kill-
ingkompany@killingkompany.
com, and don’t worry about the 
climate.

Contact Ron Hellman at 
RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Theater company serves up murder mysteries
Formerly based in Forest Hills, The Killing Kompany sends its shows around the Tri-State area

JON AVNER

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Each show is 
different, created for 

one performance only, 
and audience members 
are part of the action.

sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #79 Hard #79

W
eek 35

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports
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Assembly School of the Per-
forming Arts in Harlem, 
was only introduced to the 
playwright’s canon last 
year as part of Epic’s Shake-
speare Remix after-school 
program. The theater com-
pany works with New York 
City high school students to 
study and to perform a sort 
of mash-up between Shake-
speare’s words and edits 
and rewrites from the kids. 

That first play last 
year was “Much Ado About 
Nothing” and Xavier real-
ized Shakespeare’s stuff 
was definitely something. 

“It just blew my 
mind,” Xavier said. “You go 
through and find the meta-
phors and entendres. Read-
ing it was pretty cool, but 
when we started to stage 
it, you saw how much he 
wrote for actors. There was 
just so much freedom.”

Cast in the lead role of 
Benedict, Xavier devoured 
the script as the group, un-
der Friedman’s direction, 
went through line by line 
defining words and decod-
ing the meanings. 

“When you know what 
is happening in the scene, 
it helps us understand it,” 
Xavier said. “It helps you 
figure out what he is trying 
to say.”

Before too long in the 
process, Xavier had figured 
out he had a lot in common 

with Benedict. Shake-
speare’s hero is all confi-
dence and cockiness until 
he discovers the character 
of Beatrice fancies him. 

“As soon as he realizes 
a girl likes him, that con-
fidence goes away,” Xavier 
said. “I can relate to that.”

But Xavier’s confi-
dence remained intact after 
he took on his second role 
that first year as York in 
“Henry VI.” As the father 
of Richard III, York knows 
his own value and realizes 
he is capable of changing 
people’s minds and actions, 
Xavier said. 

“I definitely related to 
the way he carries himself,” 
Xavier said. “He knows 
how to lead and influence 
people.”

As one of 57 semi-
finalists at this year’s 
Shakespeare competition, 
Xavier welded his own 
brand of influence over the 
judges with his recitation 
of “Sonnet 29,” “When, in 
disgrace with fortune and 
men’s eyes,” and a Benedict 
monologue from “Much 
Ado About Nothing.”

Selected as the last of 
10 finalists, Xavier’s final-
round performance in-
cluded a bit from “Antony 
and Cleopatra,” which was 
brand new to him.

Finalists received 10 
minutes to work with these 
cold readings and Xavier 
focused on what he had 
learned from two years of 
Shakespeare Remix.

“I looked for power 

words — words that stuck 
out — and transitions and 
where thoughts end,” Xavi-
er said. 

Friedman said once 
he made it to the finals, she 
believed Xavier was on his 
way to victory.

“His advantage is the 
cold reading and in decod-
ing Shakespeare,” Fried-
man said. “I knew he was 
going to win that competi-
tion.”

As part of his first-
place win, Xavier received a 
chance to spend two weeks 
this summer studying at 
the Royal Academy of Dra-
matic Arts in London. 

Then this fall, it will 
be back to his daily com-
mute from Corona to Har-
lem in order to continue his 
theater training at Urban 
Assembly. And as a high 
school junior, it will be time 
to start looking into colleg-
es with strong theater arts 
programs. He’s toying with 
the idea of attending North-
western, Vassar, Brown 
and Oberlin.

After college, Fried-
man expects to see Xavier 
return to New York and 
back on the stage. 

“There is no question 
he’ll be an actor,” Fried-
man said. “He is totally 
committed.”

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman by e-mail 
at kzimmerman@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4541.

THE NEW YORK TIMES CRITIC’S PICK RETURNS...

LIMITED SEASON TO SEPT 1ST

ALL SEVEN HARRY POTTER BOOKS  
IN SEVENTY HILARIOUS MINUTES!

“GLORIOUSLY GOOFY.
CASTS THE PERFECT SPELL 

OVER THE AUDIENCE!” 
The New York Times 

- Daniel Gold

“POTTED POTTER 
 IS A GODSEND 

– THE HARRY POTTER SERIES
 IN A BREATHLESS AND 

HILARIOUS 70 MINUTES.”
The New York Times

 - Ben Brantley “FAMILY FRIENDLY 
SUMMER IDIOCY 

FOR BOTH HAPPILY 
IGNORANT MUGGLES 
AND IN-THE-KNOW 

WIZARD TYPES.”
New York Magazine

- Scott Brown

“COMIC & 
AFFECTIONATE! 
A ZANY HOOT!” 

The New York Post
- Elisabeth Vincentelli

GET TICKETS FROM ONLY $39.99

telecharge.com  |   212-239-6200
LITTLE SHUBERT THEATRE

 422 W 42nd St | between 9th & 10th

May 30 
to Sept 1

Judges and winners Dr. Ralph Alan Cohen (l. to r.), Henry Ayres-Brown (3rd Place), 
Tina Packer, Anna Bortnick (2nd Place), Peter Francis James, Xavier Pacheco, Adjoa 
Andoh, and Annie Parisse pose for a group photograph after the competition.   
      Photo courtesy of Elena Olivo

Continued from Page 33

STAGE
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 26.  Salk's conquest
 27.  Civil War History  
 buff's vacation spot
 28.  Like 27D and 11D
 29.  In the cooler
 30.  Drift
 32.  Sir Walter, the author
 35.  Jungle crusher
 36.  Country bumpkins
 38.  Melee memento
 39.  Hannah of "Splash"
 41.  Renew, say
 42.  Acted rudely, in a way
 44.  Feed, as a fire
 45.  Get-out-of-jail money
 46.  Ancient Peruvian
 47.  Did the butterfly
 48.  Dublin's legislature
 49.  Suffix with buoy
 50.  Sounds of disapproval
 53.  Make a goof

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 21-27, 2013

By Ed Canty

Vacation Spots
Across

 1.  So-so
 5.  Frog sound
 10.  Outback birds
 14.  Top spot
 15.  Tilting need
 16.  Muck
 17.  Wine connoisseur's 
  vacation stop
 19.  Relieve
 20.  Not brotherly
 21.  Cocktail shaker
 23.  Deuce topper
 24.  Welsh dog
 25.  Directed skyward
 28.  Sugar pills, e.g.
 31.  Like a rare baseball game
 32.  Whiskey drinks
 33.  Suffix with differ
 34.  The Kennedys, e.g.
 35.  Owning much land
 36.  It grows on you
 37.  Put on TV
 38.  Little brats
 39.  Bangladesh's capital,  
  old-style
 40.  Skunk relatives
 42.  Willie Mays phrase
 43. Precise
 44.  Violins and violas (abbr.)
 45.  Casual eatery
 47. Patronized, as an inn
 51.  Add to the pot
 52.  Jazz enthusiasts vacation  
  spot
 54.  Computer image
 55.  Donald Duck is one
 56.  Detective Tracy

 57.  Set down
 58.  Packing heat
 59.  Stallone namesakes

Down
 1.  Coolers
 2.  Berry in some drinks
 3.  Rascals
 4.  Achieve again
 5.  Bordeaux wine
 6.  Good news on Wall Street
 7.  Kind of child
 8.  King topper
 9.  Computer user's need
 10.  Come to light
 11.  Sunbathers vacation spot
 12.  Constellation bear
 13.  Observed
 18.  Moscow "mile"
 22.  Circle parts
 24.  Hints
 25.  Open, as a bottle

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

CON ARTISTS
T B S P S O N A R O M A
R O A R A C M E N E P A L
A O N E S O A R T H E R E
P R E S S C O N F E R E N C E

S P O T L E A
O C C U L T E B B T A N G
C L A R A C A R O M B O A
C O N E S T O G A W A G O N S
U S A H E M E N G O R E S
R E L Y M A R K N O T T Y

E S P B E E S
T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S
A D U L T L O O N E U R O
C A R E T A R T Y G L U M
O M B R E Y E S G L E E

PRODUCTIONS

In Scena! Italian Theater 
Festival NY — The inaugural 
edition of Italian theater, 
which takes place across the 
fi ve boroughs, concludes in 
Queens with a tribute to Mario 
Fratti. Performances of the 
playwright’s work include 
“Actors,” “Dina and Alba” and 
“Missionaries.” 
When: Friday, June 21, 7:30 
pm; Saturday, June 22,  3 pm 
and 7:30 pm and Sunday, June 
23, 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: Free/June 19 and 20 
performances with advance 
reservations, $18/June 21 - 23
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 
original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” which tells the story 
of a lovable rogue on a mission 
to fi nd his runaway parrot; and 
“Dotty Dot!”, a day in the life 
of a very bossy 12-year-old and 
her friends as they try to put 
on a play.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturdays: June 22, July 6, 
11 am; “Pirate Pete’s Parrot,” 
Saturdays: June 22, July 6, 2 

pm; and “Dotty Dot!” Saturday: 
June 29, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 
$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Secret Weapons of Fat 
Destruction” — Thalia 
Spanish Theatre presents the 
bilingual world premiere of 
a comedy by controversial 
Spanish playwright Inigo 
Ramirez de Haro. Witness the 
complications of the fl esh 
as an unconventional writer/
director involves his audience 
in creating a new kind of 
theater entertainment. 
When: Fridays at 8 pm and 
Saturdays at 3 pm, performed 
in English; and Saturdays at 
8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm, 
performed in Spanish, through 
Sunday, June 23
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Cost: $25, $22/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

The 2013 Unchained Theatre 
Festival — Variations Theatre 
Group presents the third 
annual festival of new works. 
During the three-week event, 

each show will receive four 
showings. Audiences and 
judges will select fi nalists 
to receive a fi fth show to 
compete for awards. 
When: Through June 22
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $15, $18/fi nalist 
performance
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: 
variationstheatregroup.com 
for festival schedule

“Les Misérables” — 
The Broadway musical 
phenomenon comes to Queens 
with this JC Players production 
based on Victor Hugo’s novel. 
When: Friday, Aug. 9, 8 pm, 
at Glendale United Methodist 
Church, 66-14 Central Ave., 
Glendale;
Also on Saturday, Aug. 10 and 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 11 
and 18, 3 pm, at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-15 Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/
contactus.html

“Play On!” — The First String 
Players take on Rick Abbot’s 
comedy about a theater group 
trying to put on a play while 
everything that can go wrong 
does. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 10, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 11, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 18, 
2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-

01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 

Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

Image courtesy of Queens Council on the Arts

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI   
It’s a Queens-centric event and 

you’re invited. 
It’s the talk of the town.  Asto-

ria’s fun-tastic, artsy block party wel-
comes Queens Council on the Arts to 
the ‘hood, this Saturday.

Having left its old digs in For-
est Park, the well-known nonprofit is 
celebrating its new space at Kaufman 
Astoria Studios complex (37-11 35th 
Ave., Astoria).  

But there’s more.
You can feed your inner artist – 

by tasting yummy delights and par-
ticipating in what QCA Managing 
Director Lynn Lobell describes as 
“artistic-driven activities” 

Sunnyside artists will create an 
oversized stoop so folks can play stoop 
ball. And why not get your portrait 
painted in 60 seconds (and matted for 
free) by students involved with QCA’s 
High School to Art School program?

How about getting creative by 
designing your very own chalk draw-
ings? Or, you and your kids can try 
something totally different:  making 

art with, of all things, paintbrushes 
attached to fishing poles and markers 
and crayons affixed to remote control 
cars.

And don’t forget to make your 
very own take-home gift from a cool 
assortment of used stuff, collected 
and provided by a unique City-run or-
ganization, Materials for the Arts.

“Queens Council on the Arts 
always hosts great events, but this 
one is even more special because it’ll 
mark the official opening of their new 
Astoria headquarters,” said Rob Mac-
Kay of the Queens Tourism Council.

“So in addition to great food, live 
music, artistic performances, henna 
tattoos and countless other crafts, we 
get to celebrate a ribbon-cutting.  It’s 
exciting all around, and I look for-
ward to bringing my two daughters.”

Wherever the Council goes, art-
ists are happy.

You know QCA, they’re those 
visionary folks who support and em-
brace local emerging artists by of-
fering free training and great work-
shops.  And they’re deeply committed 

to enriching local communities with 
free cultural events and programs.

One lucky artist, Mark Salinas 
of Sunnyside, became a 2013 Queens 
Arts Fund recipient after he (along 
with his peers) decided to liven up his 
nabe by painting a mural on a drea-
ry, graffiti-emblazened block. Sure 
enough, QCA provided a grant for 
the project, and Salinas was recently 
voted as NY1’s Queens Person Of The 
Week.

What better way to spend a day 
with family and friends?

Weekend block party welcomes newest neighbor to Astoria
Queens Council on the Arts celebrates its big move with an artistic blowout for everybody

IF YOU GO
Queens Council on the Arts block 
party

Saturday, June 22, 1-6 p.m.
 37th Street between 34th and 
35th avenues Astoria
(347) 505-3010
Free and available at 
queensartexpress.com/block-
party-2013
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EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens outside the Gardens’ 
fence on Dahlia Avenue near 
Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Summer Solstice Celebration 
— Celebrate the longest day of 
the year with family art-making 
workshops, yoga at sunset, 
masked Mexican wrestling and a 
community drum circle. 
When: Friday, June 21, 5 pm to 
Dusk
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

Solstice Paddle — Free 
kayaking and canoeing 
in Hallets Cove, tide and 
weathering permitting. People 
of all ages are welcome to 
participate, children under 18 
years old must have a parent or 
guardian present. 
When: Friday, June 21, 5 pm to 
9 pm
Where: LIC Community 
Boathouse, Vernon Boulevard and 
31st Avenue, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 228-9214
Website: www.licboathouse.org

Jackson Heights Arts 
Festival — An all-day public 
event with free art workshops, 
music, outdoor exhibitions 
and beautifi cation activities to 
celebrate the Diversity Plaza 
and local art scene.
When: Saturday, June 22, 10 
am - 4 pm (raindate Sunday, 
June 23)
Where: Diversity Plaza/37th 
Road Pedestrian Plaza between 
73rd and 74th streets, Jackson 
Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (260) 227-5673

Website: hibridos.co

Queens Art Express Block 
Party — Queens Council on the 
Arts celebrates its new space 
in the Kaufman Astoria Studio 
complex with a street fair fi lled 
with games, music, food and 
art. 
When: Saturday, June 22, 1 
pm - 6 pm
Where: 37th Street between 
34th and 35th avenues, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 505-3010
Website: queensartexpress.
com

Summer Solstice Celebration 
at QBG — Celebrate the 
arrival of summer with a day 
of activities at the Queens 
Botanical Gardens. Take part in 
workshops, a bird-nature walk, 
a community art project and 
more. 
When: Sunday, June 23, 11 am 
- 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free with Gardens 
admission
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

The Culture Crawl — Nom 
and the City Food Tours have 
created this tasting tour of 
Astoria with stops for cocktails, 
tasty snacks from four to fi ve 
restaurants, an international 
market, beer and a brewery 
tour and after-party. 
When: Sunday, June 23, 11 am 
- 4:30 pm
Where: Tour starts at The 
Shady Lady, 34-19 30th Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $77
Contact: (347) 774-0095

Book Extravaganza Fund-
raiser — The Greater Astoria 
Historical Society hosts a book 
sale with more than 1,000 new 
and used books for sale. For $10 
fi ll one of the society’s special 
bags with as many books of 
your choice. Baked goods and 
beverages will also be available 
for purchase. 
When: Saturday, June 29, 10 am 
to 4 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Historical Society, Quinn 
Building, 35-20 Broadway, 4th 
fl oor, Astoria
Cost: Free admission
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

FILM

Free Outdoor Movies in 
Queens — Enjoy free outdoor 
movies all summer long 
at various parks across 
the borough. Next up is 
the animated fi lm “Hotel 
Transylvania” in Jamaica Hills. 
When: Friday, July 21, 7:30 pm
Where: Capt. Tilly Park, 85th 
Avenue and 165th Street
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org/events/free_summer_
movies

DANCE

“The King’s Gate” — Quiet 
Moves Dance Studio presents 
this contemporary ballet 
interpretation of the Biblical 
story of Esther. Great 
pageantry, costumes and sets. 
For the entire family.
When: Saturday, July 13, 3 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and students, $10/children 
under 10
Contact: (718) 262-2000
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Queens Symphony Orchestra 
Independence Day 
Celebration — Join the QSO for 
its fi rst concert in more than 

a decade at Astoria Park with 
this early Independence Day 
show. It will feature popular 
and classic tunes and end with 
a fi reworks display. 
When: Monday, June 24, 7:30 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Astoria Park, 21 Hoyt 
Ave. North, Astoria
Contact: (718) 570-0912
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

TALK

Exploring Corona — Forgotten 
NY’s Kevin Walsh and Greater 
Astoria Historic Society’s Rich 
Melnick lead a walking tour of 
several Corona sites including 
the former Linden Lake, historic 
homes and churches. Finish up 
with an ice at the Lemon Ice 
King.
When: Saturday, June 22, Noon 
- 3 pm
Where: Meet on plaza on 
Roosevelt Avenue and National 
Street at the 103rd Street 
Station of the No. 7 train
Cost: $20, $15/GAHS members
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: astorialic.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Launch of the Butterfl y Garden 
— Queens Botanical Gardens and 
the Lowell School celebrate the 
completion of a joint project to 
provide butterfl ies a safe place 
to thrive. Events include student 
performances, speakers and 
the release of the butterfl ies 
into the garden. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring their 
own picnic lunch to eat in the 
Gardens Arboretum. 
When: Saturday, June 22, 10:30 
- 12:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free with Garden 
admission
Contact: (718) 886-3800, ext. 329
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org
 
Summer Fest at King Manor 
Museum — Welcome the arrival 
of summer with an afternoon of 
fun activities including crafts, 
games, stories and even ice 
cream making.
When: Saturday, June 22, Noon 
to 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Jamaica Avenue at 153rd Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545 ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Design Zone Exhibit — Create 
a video game, practice your DJ 

skills or build a roller coaster 
while exploring how each uses 
math and science. 
When: Daily 10 am to 6 pm, 
through Sept. 1
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St. at Avenue 
of Science, Corona
Cost: Free with NYSCI regular 
admission, $11/adults, $8/
children, students with ID and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact; (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 

years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Jennie Santos: Project Room 
— Dominican-American artist 
Santos has developed and 
installed two series: Mixed-
Media Oil Portraits, paintings 
on partially primed unstretched 
canvases sewn together with 
different fabrics; I Dream of 
Vacation is a group of paintings 
accompanied by drawings.
When: Monday to Friday, 9 am - 
5 pm, through June 27
Where: Queens College of Art 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5597
Website: www.
queenscollegeartcenter.org

do it (outside) — Socrates 
Sculpture Park presents 
an exhibit where artists, 
performers, community 
groups and the public will help 
create the show by following 
instructions written by artists 
for various tasks ranging from 
performing to sculpture to the 
absurd. 
When: Daily, 10 am to sunset, 
through July 7
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Better Homes — A group of 
artists explore the notion of 
home through their works. 
When: Thursday - Monday, 11 am 
- 6 pm, through July 22
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: Suggested donation
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY LISA AUTZ

In a recent poll con-
ducted by Siena College Re-
search Institute, 52 percent 
of New York state voters 
say state Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhat-
tan) failed to handle the 
Vito Lopez case appropri-
ately and believe he should 
step down as speaker.

The poll, conducted 
from June 9-13, found that 
the 52  percent say “he failed 
the people of New York and 
Lopez’s accusers by not ad-
dressing the issue appro-
priately and by not being 
completely honest.”

Silver apologized last 
month for using public 
money to settle sexual ha-
rassment allegations made 
by two women employees of 
Lopez and for not reporting 
the claims to the Assembly 
Ethics Committee. After 
two more women accused 
Lopez of harassment, Sil-
ver then reported the alle-
gations to the committee.

Some 32 percent be-
lieve the Lopez scandal is 
“not a reason for him to 
step down as speaker” and 
he “might not have handled 
the situation ideally but he 
is not guilty of anything 
and he has apologized,” 
according to the newly re-
leased poll.

The survey concludes 
that 43 percent of New 
Yorkers have an unfavor-
able opinion of Silver while 

20 percent have a favorable 
one.

“Speaker Silver — with 
his worst-ever favorability 
rating in a Siena College 
Poll and a negative 3-to-1 job 
performance rating — does 
not have the confidence of 
New York voters, with more 
than half suggesting that 
he step down as speaker in 
light of his handling of the 
Lopez investigation,” said 
Siena College pollster Ste-
ven Greenberg about the 
June 17 poll.

The state Joint Com-
mission on Public Ethics 
released a report that eight 
female employees claimed 
to have experienced sexual 
harassment by Lopez. Lo-
pez, a Brooklyn Democrat, 
resigned his job as an as-
semblyman and has been 
charged a $330,000 fine.

The poll shows voters 
are also displeased with 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, with 

52 percent saying they are 
prepared to re-elect Cuomo 
while 41 percent would not. 
This is Cuomo’s lowest rat-
ing in his 2 1/2 years as gov-
ernor. 

A diverse 804 regis-
tered state voters were 
surveyed and reported an 
overall negative impres-
sion of Silver.

“A majority of Repub-
licans and independents, 
downstate suburbanites 
and upstaters, men and 
women and a plurality of 
Democrats and New York 
City voters believe speaker 
should step down,” Green-
berg said.

Based on Siena’s poll, 
voters are increasingly 
displeased with the govern-
ment corruption, with 77 
percent believing the state 
government is “becoming 
more dysfunctional every 
day.”

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver is treading on thin ice with New 
York voters, a new poll indicates. AP Photo-Mike Groll

Voters want Sheldon
shelved as boss: Poll

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

Willets Point Development Project

Podrán encontrar una traducción al Español de esta Notificación en el sitio web EDC: www.nycedc.com/willetspoint

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT on Wednesday, July 10, 2013, at 10 AM, in Spector Hall, at the Department of City Planning, 22 
Reade Street, in Lower Manhattan, a public hearing will be held concurrently with the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) 
public hearing to receive comments related to a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) for the Willets Point 
Development project. These public hearings concern the proposal to redevelop the Willets Point/CitiField area with a mix of uses to 
be completed by 2032. The proposed project would result in a development substantially similar to that anticipated and analyzed in 
the 2008 Willets Point Development Plan Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS), as well as a major entertainment/
retail component and parking adjacent to CitiField. The project is anticipated to proceed in three phases. By 2018 (Phase 1A), an 
approximately 23-acre portion of the Special Willets Point District would be remediated and developed with a 200-room hotel, 
approximately 30,000 square feet of retail space, and a 2,825-space surface parking area/off-season public recreation space; the 
parking field west of CitiField would be developed with “Willets West”—an entertainment and retail center of approximately 1.4 million 
square feet (one million square feet of gross leasable area) and  2,900 parking spaces; and the westernmost CitiField surface parking 
lot south of Roosevelt Avenue would be developed with structured parking. By 2028 (Phase 1B), the surface parking area in the Special 
Willets Point District would be replaced with approximately 4.23 million square feet of residential, retail, office, hotel, public school, 
enclosed parking, and public open space uses; additional structured parking facilities would be developed on the CitiField surface 
parking lots south of Roosevelt Avenue. By 2032 (Phase 2), the full build-out of the Special Willets Point District would be completed 
substantially as anticipated in the FGEIS. The potential development of retail and office uses on a portion of the CitiField leasehold 
along Roosevelt Avenue (Lot B), as analyzed in the FGEIS, is also assumed to be completed by 2032. It is also assumed that the 
recently approved Van Wyck Expressway ramp improvements would be completed by 2024.

The Notice of Completion and the DSEIS for this project were issued by the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development 
on March 15, 2013 and are available for review from the contact person listed below and on the website of the Mayor’s Office of 
Environmental Coordination: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oec/html/ceqr/project_willets_point.shtml 

Written comments are requested on the DSEIS and will be accepted through 5 PM on July 22, 2013.

The project site consists of three discrete areas. The “Willets Point” portion (the Special Willets Point District) comprises approximately 
61 acres. The “Willets West” portion comprises an approximately 30.7-acre section of the surface parking field adjacent to CitiField. 
The “Roosevelt Avenue” portion comprises three CitiField-related surface parking lots (South Lot and Lots B and D) along Roosevelt 
Avenue, totaling 16.8 acres. In total, the project site comprises 108.9 acres.

The proposed project would require multiple City and State approvals. These anticipated approvals may include:

Point District;

Phase 1A within the Special Willets Point District;

recording tax for property within the Special Willets Point District; and

modification would not result in the demapping of any additional City streets beyond those previously approved for demapping.

In addition to the discretionary approvals listed above, Public Design Commission approval also will be required for the Willets 
West development. Confirmation that all proposed buildings fall within the maximum Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) height 
limitations would be sought from the FAA; however, no approval or permit to exceed such permitted heights is anticipated to be sought.

The DSEIS disclosed the range of potential environmental impacts that could result from implementation of the proposed actions 
and alter the conclusions of the FGEIS. These potential impacts were identified in the following technical areas: Community Facilities, 
Transportation, and Construction. The DSEIS also included a set of mitigation measures to address these potential impacts.

PROJECT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Office of the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development 

Contact: Robert R. Kulikowski, PhD.
 Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination
 100 Gold Street, 2nd Floor

 Telephone: (212)788-9956
 Email:  rkulikowski@cityhall.nyc.gov

the CitiField stadium, and within the Willets Point peninsula east of 126th Street. The Willets Point area comprises 
128 tax lots and one partial lot located on 14 blocks. The portion of the project site east of 126th Street is within 
the Special Willets Point District and is in Community District 7; the remaining portion of the project site is City 
parkland and lies outside community district boundaries. The table below lists the tax blocks and lots included in 
the project site.

Blocks Lots
1787 20 (partial)
1820 1, 6, 9, 18, 34, 108
1821 1, 6, 16, 25, 27, 35
1822 1, 5, 7, 17, 21, 23, 28, 33, 55, 58
1823 1, 3, 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 20, 21, 23, 26, 28, 33, 40, 44, 47, 52, 55, 58, 59, 60
1824 1, 12, 19, 21, 26, 28, 33, 38, 40, 45, 53
1825 1, 19, 21, 25, 28, 30, 37, 46, 48, 53, 55, 58
1826 1, 5, 14, 18, 20, 31, 35
1827 1
1828 1, 4, 8, 11, 13, 17, 21, 23, 29, 34, 37, 39
1829 19, 21, 40, 71
1830 1, 9, 10, 21
1831 1, 10, 35
1832 1, 10
1833 1 (partial),103, 111, 117, 120, 141, 143, 151, 155, 158, 165, 166, 168, 170, 172, 177, 179, 180, 186, 188, 192, 197, 199, 
 201, 203, 212, 215, 230, 300, 425
2018 1500 (partial)

Project Identification Lead Agency

 Robert R. Kulikowski, Ph.D.

Shanta Merritt, whose 
son Darryl Adams was 
killed last year, was invited 
by I Love My Life founder 
Erica Ford.

“I will never see my 
son again. With all of this 
going on, and I come to 
other people’s funerals or 
memorials or meetings, it 
just hurts even more for 

me. I’m just going to relive 
it forever,” she said.

In addition to I Love 
My Life, Fathers Alive In 
the Hood, Cure Violence, I 
Love My Life and the King 
of Kings Foundation were 
also on hand at the South 
Jamaica bus stop.

Banks said in the 
course of any investigation, 
leads are investigated, and 
one lead led the NYPD to 
South Carolina, where Mc-
Clinton was apprehended.

“Hats off to the detec-

tives who worked on this 
particular case,” he said, 
adding that other officers 
and many other people who 
assisted in the investiga-
tion also deserved praise.

Banks said with any 
murder investigation the 
NYPD puts a great deal of 
resources into closing the 
case, and a murder like that 
of D’aja Robinson affects 
the whole community.

“We feel it, too, when 
we suffer losses like that,” 
he said.

Continued from Page 9

Banks
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He is slated to be sentenced 
Wednesday, the DA said.

Brockington and 
22-year-old Robert Carta-
gena, both of the Manhat-
tanville Houses in Harlem, 
were charged with second-
degree murder in Taysha-
na’s death, the Manhattan 
DA’s office said.

Cartagena’s trial has 
not yet begun and he is due 
in court Aug. 1, according 
to the Queens DA’s office. 
Terique Collins was also 
arrested and then acquit-
ted on gun possession 
and criminal facilitation 
charges in connection to 
the case.

“As far as the trial is 
concerned, I can’t say I’m 
happy. I can’t say I’m ec-
static with it. I just say the 
person who did what they 
did was held accountable,” 
Taylon Murphy said.

Tayshana, an 18-year-
old Murry Bergtraum 
basketball standout, had 
moved with her family to 
the Grant Houses from 

Queensbridge Houses sev-
eral years before she was 
gunned down.

She was one of the 
top-ranked seniors in the 
country and was getting 
ready to start the season 
at Bergtraum after recov-
ering from a torn ACL.

On the afternoon of 
Sept. 11, 2011, Brocking-
ton and Cartagena were 
spotted allegedly play-
ing with a gun and said 
they planned to “smoke” 

somebody from the Grant 
Houses, according to the 
criminal complaint.

The pair allegedly 
chased Tayshana and 
a group of people to the 
fourth floor of the Harlem 
housing project where the 
basketball star was shot 
three times, the court doc-
ument said.

One bullet went into 
her chest, killing her, au-
thorities said.

Since his daughter’s 

death, Taylon Murphy has 
become an activist against 
violence. He reaches out to 
other parents whose chil-
dren have been killed or 
injured during shootings 
and serves as the vice pres-
ident of the group FAITH, 
which stands for Fathers 
Alive in the Hood.

“We need more love 
and compassion to deal 
with the self-hatred be-
cause I think self-hatred 
brings out all of this de-
struction,” he said. “We 
have to deal with getting 
the young people to strive 
to understand that they 
have a purpose and they 
have a greatness inside of 
them .… When they under-
stand that they do have a 
greatness, we won’t have 
too much of these kill-
ings.”

He even sympathizes 
with the Brockington fam-
ily.

“My feelings actually 
go out to the mother of that 
child as well because just 
like it was a loss for us, it 
was definitely a loss for 
her as well,” he said.

A basketball court in Queensbridge Houses is decorated with can-
dles in memory of Tayshana Murphy the day of her funeral. (Inset) 
Tyshawn Brockington (l.) was found guilty in Tayshana’s murder 
and a trial has not been held yet for Robert Cartagena (r.). 

Insets courtesy Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center

Continued from Page 1

Murphy

Russell Burke, a biol-
ogy professor at Hofstra 
University and an expert 
on the bay’s diamondback 
terrapin population, said 
similar barriers have 
worked before and he 
thinks they will be effec-
tive here.

“I think it’s very 
likely to be successful in 
keeping them off the run-
ways in the same way it’s 
been able to keep them off 
highways in other places,” 
he said. “The real question 
is what the turtles will do 
now that they can’t go on 
the runway.”

Burke said his con-
cern is that the turtles 
may choose to nest along 
the barrier where they 
may be vulnerable to pred-
ators like raccoons.

He said there are mul-
tiple distinct populations 
in the bay — some sepa-
rated by seemingly modest 
physical barriers — that 
inexplicably keep to them-
selves.

The population near 
JFK has been expanding 
exponentially over the 
past few years, he said, and 
estimates put its female 
population near 12,000.

“The JFK population 
has been growing rapidly 
over the last four years. It’s 
really unheard of,” he said. 
“The real puzzle is why it’s 
growing so quickly.”

The cool water temper-
ature this year will have 
the turtles nesting about 
a week later than they 
normally do, and depend-
ing on the air temperature 
their eggs should hatch 
around the end of August, 
the professor said.

He added there is 
much that still is not 
known about the popula-
tion, such as how many 
years the females will re-
produce.

“They’ve been known 
to be reproducing well 
into their 100s,” he said. 
“I think nobody would be 
surprised if at 60, 70 or 
80 [these terrapins] are 
still reproducing. Not just 
living, but reproducing. 
That’s pretty impressive.”

Continued from Page 5

Turtles
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Learn how to save 
and manage 
your money 
better!

June 26, 2013
6:15 pm to 7:45 pm

205-11 Hillside Avenue
Hollis

Attend Ridgewood Savings Bank’s 

MONEY MATTERS
Financial Education Seminar
MONEY MATTERS

Limited seating available
Call (718) 776-9100 to reserve your seat

ridgewoodbank.com
EQUAL  HOUSING

LENDER Member FDIC

Discover the benefits of using bank savings & checking services
Get the answers to financial questions

FREE  Refreshments

Learn how to save 
and manage 
your money 
better!
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Stepping into Rudy’s Bakery 
and Café in Ridgewood is a lot like 
stepping into a time machine.

The smell of freshly baked 
goods and coffee is followed by 
a quick greeting from the staff. 
The classic café layout and old-
fashioned decor are topped off by 
the giant letter R in the middle of 
the floor. Decades-old photos of 
its storefront line the wall and tell 
the story of a community staple 
over the past 80 years.

But while some things at Ru-
dy’s might never change, its offer-
ings have evolved to better serve 
Ridgewood’s changing clientele 
and maintain a strong presence 
in the community.

“This place is a hidden gem 
in Ridgewood,” said pastry chef 
Cristina Nastasi. “People love 
the old-fashioned feel and all the 
history. But we are still in transi-
tion.”

That transition, she said, in-
cluded an all-new gluten-free and 
vegan-friendly display of desserts 
and more, as per the community’s 
request.

Nastasi has been affiliated 
with the Ridgewood bakery for 
the better part of the last decade, 
working first as a sales assistant 
before going off to study at the 
French Culinary Institute. After 
working in several prominent 
restaurants throughout the city, 

she returned to help revamp Ru-
dy’s while staying true to its clas-
sic bakery feel.

“We really raised the bar,” 
she said. “And we did it with our 

hearts.”
Since her return, she and 

bakery owner Toni Binanti have 
expanded the shop, pushing its 
kitchen further back to make way 

for a brand-new café seating area. 
They also arranged an array of 
events, including parties, book 
signings and dessert tastings.

“We are always wanting to 

do better for Ridgewood,” Binanti 
said. “There are no other places 
like this around here.”

Over the many decades of 
Rudy’s in Ridgewood, Nastasi 
said the community landscape 
has changed somewhat drasti-
cally from an old-fashioned Ger-
man feel to a more youth-infused 
neighborhood.

And along with that dynam-
ic change, she said, came a new 
menu that offered things Rudy’s 
had yet to serve while maintain-
ing its reputation as a go-to shop 
for croissants, danishes, muffins 
and more.

“It’s the best of the old and 
the new,” Nastasi said. “We still 
have classic Rudy’s.”

Binanti took over the fam-
ily business from her late uncle 
Ralph DiFonzo, who was in charge 
for decades. It was her uncle who 
taught her everything she knew 
about the baking business, and it 
was his dream that she said moti-
vated her to keep Rudy’s relevant 
in Ridgewood.

Rudy’s is at 905 Seneca Ave. 
in Ridgewood and is open Monday 
through Saturday from 6 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sundays from 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m. For more information, call 
718-821-5890 or visit rudysbakery-
andcafe.com.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Rudy’s remains a mainstay in Ridgewood
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The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

flood maps which will 
eventually be used to ad-
just insurance rates, but 
encouraged homeowners 
to take advantage of cur-
rent economic programs 
to make modifications 
based on the latest infor-
mation available.

The changes in the 
city’s building code will 
eventually provide  relief 
for homeowners in flood 
zones who do not want 
to raise their home, but 
want to move vital util-
ity equipment above the 
new flood plane, which is 
currently not allowed in 
some cases. 

New homes built 
within the new flood 
zones would also need 
to have a special valve 
 fitted onto sewage pipes 
to prevent backup from 
inundating the house in 
a flood event and infra-
structure to enable toilets 
and sinks to work with-

out power, according to 
the report, since the pres-
sure of the water coming 
from upstate automati-
cally flows up to about the 
fourth story.

The task force also 
recommended changing 
roof materials to deflect 
heat during the summer 
months and modifying the 
zoning code to allow for 
higher building heights 
in some areas. Otherwise, 
it might be impossible to 
raise a home’s base eleva-
tion above the flood plane 
without obtaining a vari-
ance or zoning change.

New homes are al-
ready required through 
the existing building code 
to be built at the mini-
mum height identified by 
FEMA.

Many of the new 
building codes that would 
apply to new residences 
in Queens will be imple-
mented as soon as possi-
ble, according to Quinn.

“The drafting pro-
cess has already begun,” 
she said.

on meaningful projects under 
the radar. After finding out 
more about Brintle’s activities 
over the last few years, they 
decided to send half of the 
group of models to help the 
still-ailing country.

“I think it’s a fabulous 
idea!” Brintle said of the part-
nership.

The Whitestone artist 
was born in Haiti and retains 
strong ties to the culture and 
people there.

“This is an example of 
how we can give to the commu-
nities in Haiti to show them we 
are all alike. We are all on the 
same page,” she said.

But the trip cannot get off 
the ground without the gener-
osity of fellow New Yorkers.

The fashion show will 
take place at 6:30 p.m. June 26 
at the Midtown Loft and Ter-
race, near the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and 29th Street in 
Manhattan.

Tickets, which will fund 
the undertaking, can be pur-
chased at wooshortstack.org.

Continued from Page 4

Haiti
Continued from Page 5

Task Force

Astoria celebrates its 
independence early with 
the first firework celebra-
tion in the city this summer 
Monday. Central Astoria’s 
31st annual Waterfront 
Independence celebration 
will feature the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra fol-
lowed by a Grucci fireworks 
display over the East River.

The fireworks are shot 
from Randall’s Island over 
the East River and usually 
draw a large crowd on the 
Astoria Park Lawn, which 
is located on Shore Bou-
levard between Hell Gate 
Bridge and the pool.

“It is a long anticipated 
event,” said Marie Torniali, 
executive director of Cen-
tral Astoria Local Devel-
opment. “Annually, about 
10,000 people show up.”

The event begins with 
the Queens Symphony Or-
chestra at 7:30 p,m., which 
kicks off the annual sum-

mer concert series at Asto-
ria Park. Every Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. from July 11 to 
Aug. 15, Astoria Park will 
have a variety of musicians 
play tribute to the musical 
genres of swing, Motown, 
pop and rock. It will include 
performances by Beatlema-
nia Stage Show, Motorcity 
review, and Charles Thomp-
son and the Drifters. 

“We try to get a dif-
ferent genre to play every 
year,” Torniali said. “We 

had the Queens Symphony 
Orchestra years ago and 
we are happy to have them 
back.”

Since the Macy’s 
Fourth of  July fireworks 
have shifted to the Hud-
son River in recent years, 
it is now the only firework 
event over the East River. 
It gives a chance to those 
who go out of town for the 
holiday to catch the beauty 
of watching the fireworks 
across the city’s skyline.

Queens Symphony to perform
at June Astoria fi rework show

A view from Astoria Park shows firework bursts reflecting off of 
the East River. Photo by Christina Santucci

DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECH

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING)

63 Career-Focused 
Degree and Certifi-
cate Programs in 21st 
Century Technologies

718.260.5250
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

 Fall 2013 Freshman and Transfer Direct Admission

APPLY NOW
300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  www.citytech.cuny.eduWHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?
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Van Bramer said the 
program, which attracted 
more than 36,000 members 
and documented nearly 
200,000 rides in just two 
weeks, has been a hit, but 
has failed to integrate other 
areas in the five boroughs 
in its plan.

Including CitiBike 
docking stations in differ-
ent locations in western 
Queens, he said, would 
provide residents as well 
as tourists with a healthi-
er, more reliable means of 
transportation.

“The inclusion, and 
an eventual expansion, of 
the CitiBike program in 
western Queens will give 
millions more New York-
ers as well as tourists, 
both domestic and foreign, 

an exciting and healthy 
viable transportation op-
tion to visit our growing 
small businesses, world 
renowned cultural venues 
and thriving neighbor-
hoods,” Van Bramer said. 
“Until Queens locations are 
included into the map, we 
cannot call CitiBike a city-
wide bike share program. 
Queens deserves its fair 
share of blue bikes.”

Last year, after work-
ing with the DOT, Van 
Bramer secured 10 station 
locations in Long Island 
City, giving Queens the 
opportunity to be a part of 
the CitiBike program. But 
Hurricane Sandy damaged 
those docking stations as 
well as the bicycles that 
were to be used.

At the rally, represen-
tatives from LaGuardia 
Community College, the 
Dutch Kills Civic Asso-
ciation, Sunnyside Shines 

Business Improvement 
District, Woodside on the 
Move, Long Island City 
Partnership, Transporta-
tion Alternatives, the New 
York League of Conser-
vation of Voters, MoMA 
PS 1, Noguchi Museum, 
SculptureCenter, Socrates 
Sculpture Park, Recycle-A-
Bicycle and LIC YMCA all 
shared similar sentiments, 
noting that in recent years 
western Queens has be-
come one of New York City’s 
most popular destinations 
with its arts and cultural 
venues, hotel industry and 
close distance to Brooklyn 
and Manhattan.

Conley said he sup-
ported bringing CitiBike 
docking stations to western 
Queens not only because it 
would ensure a healthier 
transportation option for 
residents and tourists, but 
because the DOT has made 
a significant investment in 

creating more bike lanes in 
the area.

“The bike share pro-
gram increases the easy 
access to bicycles and will 
further continue to en-
hance the quality of life in 
our neighborhoods ... and 
encourages more bicycle 
use as an alternative to 
cars,” he said.

Dani Simons, Cit-
iBike’s director of market-
ing, said there are more 
than 300 stations through-
out New York City, none of 
which are in Queens. 

A DOT spokesman said 
the department is “work-
ing to bring bike share sta-
tions to [Long Island City] 
as soon as possible,” citing 
Sandy for the delays.

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

ROP

“Mr. Huang’s miscon-
duct stretches back decades 
and includes unsafe con-
struction sites, environmen-
tal crimes, building code 
violations and fraudulent 
securities transactions — 
all in Queens,” Schneider-
man said. “This egregious 
and unscrupulous greed 
on the part of the Huangs 
and their blatant disregard 
for the law and the safety of 
others must stop.”

The couple’s plea 
agreement required them 
to give up ownership of the 
Elmhurst condos and pay 
back their hefty profits, 
Schneiderman said. They 
will also be blocked along 
with their son from con-
struction and real estate in 
New York for at least five 
years.

“I am glad to know that 
Queens’ most notorious de-
velopers, Tommy and Alice 
Huang, who have negative-

ly impacted the lives of so 
many of my constituents, 
are being held account-
able and are being forced 
out of the real estate mar-
ket,” said City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who represents 
the Elmhurst community 
where Huang’s latest esca-
pades ensued.

Huang pleaded guilty 
in 1999 to damaging the 
landmarked interior of the 
RKO Keith’s Theatre in 
downtown Flushing and 
was sentenced to five years’ 
probation by the attorney 
general’s office.

His most recent guilty 
pleas evolved from a court 
order that came out of his 
legal troubles in the late 
1990s when he was ordered 
not to sell condominiums 
or other cooperative realty 
interests in the state. The 
AG said the couple cheated 
homebuyers and failed to 
pay common charges on 
unsold apartments at the 
Flushing Tower Condo-
minium.

Under the plea deal, 
the Huangs must surren-
der their ownership of the 
Elmhurst condominium.

“Law abiding develop-
ers are providing jobs and 
improving our economy. 
But for over 30 years, Tom-
my and Alice Huang have 
been a blight on our commu-
nity,” said state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone). 
“I congratulate Attorney 
General Schneiderman in 
obtaining the guilty pleas 
on these two unscrupu-
lous developers. Let it be a 
warning to people commit-
ting these types of crimes 
that the attorney general is 

watching.”
Late last year, Huang 

was scrutinized once again 
when Bayside’s Community 
Board 11 blocked him from 
completing his properties 
under construction at 39-
39 223rd St. and 39-01, 39-15 
and 39-19 Mia Drive near 
the Cross Island Parkway.

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) has been a 
longtime critic of Huang’s 
involvement with the real 
estate industry and said 
the family must be banned 
from development altogeth-
er.

“The Huangs have 
been a scourge on the 
Queens community for as 
long as I’ve been in office,” 
Avella said. “They have 
ruined people’s homes and 
their neighborhoods and I 
am delighted that Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
is not only holding them 
criminally responsible and 
making them pay, but that 
he’s getting them out of 
the business of building in 
this county for at least five 
years. I say bravo.”

Continued from Page 1

Tommy Huang leaves court in 
Kew Gardens Tuesday. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Huang

Continued from Page 2

Bramer

Weiner focused on 
the issue of health care, 
and said that with 1.2 mil-
lion people throughout the 
city who have no access 
to health care, a top prior-
ity of his, if elected, would 
be to establish for the first 
time, a single-payer health 
care system.

Thompson said his 
goal is to bring attention 
to specific issues in com-
munities and to support 
small business owners to 
help businesses get back 
on track and keep residents 
employed.

Quinn said her team 
has fought to prevent dis-
placed Sandy families from 
being evicted from hotels.

“We need to make sure 
we have case workers work-
ing with nonprofits and 
those individuals in hotels 
to come up with individual 
family plans, to make sure 
they’re getting the help 
they need,” she said.

Moderators cited the 
billions in Sandy recovery 
funds the city is about to 
receive and highlighted 
quality jobs, affordable 
housing and infrastructure 
investments as priorities 
for long-term growth and 
recovery. Candidates were 
then asked how they would 
leverage those funds to as-
sist working families and 
storm-affected communi-
ties.

Thompson called for 
building new, affordable 
moderate- and middle-
income housing on the 
grounds of the city Housing 
Authority.

“Let’s make the Hous-
ing Authority and its build-
ings and other city build-
ings sustainable, greener, 
healthier for the people 
who live there,” he said.

Thompson added that 
if elected, he would create 
a deputy mayor for infra-
structure who would en-
sure city and FEMA mon-
ies were properly used.

De Blasio said estab-
lishing a system under 

which Sandy victims would 
receive assistance in find-
ing employment and retro-
fitting buildings while re-
storing wetlands and dunes 
would be some of his priori-
ties to assist residents and 
communities.

Quinn stressed job 
creation and more resilient 
housing.

“We need to make 
sure we are fixing all of the 
housing that was damaged, 
but also need to make sure 
we are bringing more hous-
ing resources to neighbor-
hoods,” she said.

Weiner said redevelop-
ment spending on commu-
nity needs is crucial.

“One of the things we 
did in the Rockaways was a 
big mistake — we put public 
housing down there to pro-
vide people housing, but we 
didn’t create any commer-
cial infrastructure jobs,” 
he said. “Let’s think about 
not how we build what got 
washed away, but how we 
build up things that will 
last us generations. And 
that means making jobs for 
young people, making plac-
es where senior citizens 
can go shopping.”

Liu said employing 
local residents and push-
ing for an increase in the 
minimum wage were his 
goals, along with affordable 
housing. According to Liu, 
a billion dollars has been 
committed to rebuilding 
and recovery — funds he 
was able to have approved 
by pension boards within 
three months of Sandy that 
has been invested in areas 
in south Queens.

But Liu, like his fel-
low candidates, also em-
phasized the significance 
of quality infrastructure, 
especially given the possi-
bility of future storms that 
could hit the city.

“The MTA still has a 
lot of work to do,” he said. 
“And we have to make sure 
our utility companies are 
rebuilding our communi-
cations and electrical grid, 
so that way, when the next 
storm comes, these infra-
structure elements are not 
going to be wiped out.”

Continued from Page 4

Candidates

ation rate in Queens at 72.6 
percent, a 1.3-percent drop 
from 2011. Their college 

readiness rate climbed 
about 3 percent to 33.4 per-
cent, also second in the 
borough.

Females graduated at 
a rate of close to 70 percent 
in 2012 and had a college-
readiness rate of more 

than 28 percent, while 
males lagged behind with 
a 58 percent grad rate and 
a college-preparedness 
rate of 21 percent.

The Bard High School 
of Early College in Long 
Island City was one of four 

schools across the city to 
graduate 100 percent of 
its students. Flushing’s 
Townsend Harris High 
School, with a 98.5 percent 
college-readiness rate, was 
second only to the Bronx 
High School of Science.

Continued from Page 4

HS grads
Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
There was an uneasy 

feeling on the Long Island 
City sideline, as a second 
straight city cricket title 
appeared to be slipping 
away.

The No. 4-seeded Bull-
dogs thought they were 
in control of their PSAL 
cricket city title match 
against No. 2 Hillcrest 
only to see the Hawks ral-
ly late to put themselves in 
position to steal the crown 
in their final turn at bat. 
Hillcrest needed seven 
runs on six pitches to win 
with Long Island City still 
in search of a 10th wicket 
to end the match.

“We felt like if we don’t 
take this wicket, we are 
going to lose this game,” 
Long Island City Coach 

Dharmvir Gehlaut said.
It didn’t take long for 

his team to make that hap-
pen, taking advantage of 
an over-aggressive play 
by Hillcrest’s Munthasir 
Islam. On the first pitch of 
the Hawks’ final turn, he 
got caught trying to sprint 
for an extra run on a ball 
hit directly at Jawwad 
Khan.

Khan threw the ball to 
Tufayul Ahmed. He broke 
the stump for the final 
wicket to end the match 
and give Long Island City 
a thrilling 136-130 win 
over Hillcrest at Baisley 
Pond Park in Jamaica Sat-
urday.

“When my player 
threw the ball, I thought, 
‘I have to put the ball 
through the stump,’ and I 
did it,” Ahmed said. “I was 

like, ‘I did it and we won 
the championship.’”

By beating top-seeded 
Bryant in the semifinals 
earlier in the day, the Bull-
dogs became the second 
team after John Adams to 
reach the final for a third 
straight year. Winning 
made them just the sec-
ond program to take home 
consecutive crowns along 
with Newcomers.

“We were the defend-
ing champions last year, 
and I think no one can 
beat us,” said senior At-
taur Khan, who was the 
bowler of the match. “We 
are united by teamwork. 
We are the best. We are the 
champions.”

Long Island City rode 
the sweet swing of junior 
Rejwanur Rahman, the 
team’s fourth batsman. He 

scored a team-high 47 runs 
and did not make an out. 
Salam Sajib, who earned 
most valuable player hon-
ors, added 22 runs and 
four wickets.

Hilcrest Coach Hunt-
er Brett never loss confi-
dence in his team, which 
was making its first ap-
pearance in the final. He 
said his group are tradi-
tionally slow starters and 
fast finishers.

“You are not going to 
find a team with any more 
heart than my team,” Brett 
said. “They never give up. 
Hillcrest never ever, ever, 
ever, ever gives up.”

A six-run swing from 
Mustafa Mohammed that 
sent the ball over the 
boundary gave Hillcrest 
new life late. Islam did his 

LIC captures cricket crown
Bulldogs hold off Hillcrest Hawks for second-straight PSAL title

Long Island City’s Coach Dharmvir Gehlaut is carried by his team after their victory. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Courtney Fitzgerald-

Cardot added another pres-
tigious honor to a softball 
career full of them.

The Fresh Meadows 
native, along with eight oth-
ers, was inducted into the 
St. John’s University Ath-
letics Hall of Fame June 11. 
Fitzgerald, a former stand-
out at Mary Louis, can 
add this to being put into 
the GCHSAA Hall of Fame 
in 2011. She said she was 
floored when Red Storm 
athletic director Chris Mo-
nasch called to tell her the 
news.

“It’s kind of like the 
icing on the cake for me,” 
Fitzgerald-Cardot said. 
“Being from Queens and 
coming to St. John’s and be-
ing inducted into the Hall 
of Fame is something awe-
some. I don’t know if I can 
put it into words. It’s over 
the top for me.”

Her résumé at St. 
John’s speaks for itself. 
Fitzgerald-Cardot is the 
winningest pitcher in 

school history with 59 wins 
during her four-year career, 
some of the best in program 
history. Fitzgerald holds 
program records in appear-
ances (102), innings pitched 
(711 2/3) and shutouts (21).

She earned All-Big 
East second team honors 
as a senior as she posted 
1.55 ERA and a .197 bat-
ting average against her. In 
2003, she led the Johnnies 
to a victory over nationally 
ranked Fresno State after 
pitching 21 innings in a 
game against Seton Hall in 
2000.

“We played against nu-
merous Top 25 teams and 
succeeded against a couple 
of them,” Fitzgerald-Cardot 
said.

She picked St. John’s 
to be close to home and soft-
ball and still close to her 
heart. Fitzgerald-Cardot 
continues to give private 
pitching lessons near her 
home in Rochester, where 
she lives with her husband 
Andy and three children 
Irene, 4; Ashlyn, 3; and An-

Courtney Fitzgerald-Cardot (r.) accepts her plaque for being induced 
into the St. John’s University Athletics Hall of Fame alongside ath-
letic director Chris Monasch. Photo courtesy SJU/Vincent Dusovic

SJU softball star 
honored by school

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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St. John’s

The talk around the 
New York City roster the 
most recent Empire Chal-
lenge football games has 
been about the players 
heading to Syracuse.

It became a ritual over 
the last five years to count 
the number of stars headed 
to the Orange on both sides 
of the New York vs. Long Is-
land senior all-star game at 
Hofstra University.

That changed when 
the two squads clashed on 
Tuesday, a 40-8 Long Island 
whitewashing, to benefit 
the Boomer Esiason Foun-
dation for cystic fibrosis. 
All eyes were on the three 
recruits heading to the Uni-
versity of Connecticut: tight 
end Jordan Fuchs of Christ 
the King and defensive 
tackle Folorunso “Foley” 

Fatukasi of Beach Channel, 
who joined Poly Prep defen-
sive end Cameron Stapleton 
on the city roster. The trio 
hoped it would be the start 
of regular participation by 
numerous Huskies recruits 
for the city in the future. 

“UConn is still grow-
ing,” Fatukasi said. “Hope-
fully, it changes.”

The opportunity is 
there for UConn to follow in 
Orange’s footsteps.

It started at Syracuse 
when former Orange Coach 
and Bronx native Doug Ma-
rone landed one or two kids 
and the rest felt comfortable 
enough to follow. Marone 
has since become the head 
coach of the Buffalo Bills.

Guys like Fuchs, 
Fatukasi and Stapleton, 
because of their character, 
can be great ambassadors 
for UConn in the coming 
years.

“Great attitude, great 
work ethic and they are 
a pleasure to coach,” said 
NYC and Erasmus Hall 
head Coach Danny Land-

berg of the three.
Fuchs, a tight end who 

began playing high school 
football just two years ago, 
said a number of younger 
players have already ex-
pressed interest about 
UConn to him. They want 
to be the next in line, with 
former St. Joseph by the 
Sea running back Lyle Mc-
Combs and former Boys & 
Girls safety Wilbert Lee al-
ready in Storrs, Conn.

“They see guys like 
me and Cam going up there 
and it makes them want to 

go out there and be with 
us,” Fuchs said.

For now, the players 
are getting to know each 
other before they head to 
school June 25 for summer 
classes. Stapleton and Fatu-
kasi will be roommates. 
They have only met in pass-
ing twice, but have talked 
often on Facebook. Being 
around each other and see-
ing the other play has only 
heightened their excite-
ment to start the next stage 
of their lives together. That 
includes Stapleton backing 

up his constant talk on the 
field.

“That guy is hilari-
ous,” Fatukasi said. “I can 
really get used to him. For 
me to be with him right 
now it kind of gives us like 
a head start on getting to 
know each other.”

Their presence in 
the game only heightens 
UConn’s presence in the 
metro area. The Huskies, 
who will play in the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference 
next year, are coming off a 
share of the Big East title 
and had a school record five 
players selected in the NFL 
draft. UConn became a Di-
vision I program in 2000.

“I feel a lot of kids 
are suspect of going there 
because it just started,” 
Stapleton said. “They are 
building their program 
up.”

He, Fuchs and Fatuka-
si could be the beginning of 
a pipeline of city kids who 
will help them do so even 
more. 
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Boro football standouts could transform UConn

Jordan Fuchs, of Christ the King (l.-r.), Poly Prep’s Cameron 
Stapleton and Beach Channel’s Folorunso Fatukasi hope to be 
trendsetters at UConn after playing in the Empire Challenge 
game. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

drew, 19 months.
Fitzgerald-Cardot, an 

assistant coach at St. John’s 
for the 2004-05 season, will 
be heading back to the 
bench in the near future to 
coach Irene and she will see 
where that takes her.

“I do think about 
coaching now that my 
daughter is interested in 
tee ball,” Fitzgerald-Cardot 
said. “I definitely will be a 
tee ball coach soon.”

part, accounting for nine 
runs on three straight 
swings to give Hillcrest 
129 runs. Brett had no 
problem with Islam going 
off the extra runs in an at-
tempt to win and told him 
so as he collapsed to the 
floor when the game was 
over.

“I love his aggressive-
ness,” Brett said. “I love 
him.”

Continued from Page 47

Cricket

L.I. lopsidedly beats New York City all-stars
Bound for UConn, Beach Channel football star’s team loses 40-8 in Empire Challenge at Hofstra

BY ELIO VELEZ
 

Beach Channel’s Folo-
runso “Foley” Fatukasi 
is an intense competitor 
on the football field and 
jolly teenager off it, but the 
mood emanating from the 
University of Connecticut-
bound defensive lineman 
Tuesday night was sad-
ness and disappointment.

The Rockaway native 
capped off his high school 
football career as a mem-
ber of the New York City 
football team, which suf-
fered a 40-8 loss to Long 
Island at the Empire Chal-
lenge senior all-star game 
in front of 9,869 at Hofstra’s 
Shuart Stadium.

“I had fun, but I’m not 
so very happy about the 
score,” said the usually 
chipper Fatukasi.

The 6-foot-3, 285-pound 
Dolphins star felt lucky to 

get a chance to compete. 
He could not picture him-
self starring in the pres-
tigious game months ago 
after Hurricane Sandy hit 
last October, causing se-
vere damage to his home.

Fatukasi never lost 
his faith despite his family 
relocating. He remained 
grateful and humble. With 
his family safe, he focused 
his attention back on the 
field.

“I didn’t think I was 
going to make it to be 
honest,” Fatukasi said. 
“But you know I’m here, I 
played.”

He would have pre-
ferred a win instead of 
seeing New York City suf-
fer its third straight in 
the contest to benefit the 
Boomer Esiason Founda-
tion for cystic fibrosis. 
Long Island led 19-0 at 
the half and turnovers 

kept the city from mount-
ing any sort of comeback. 
Long Island was led by 
running back William 
Stanback, who rushed for 
three touchdowns and 
caught another.

“The bottom line is 
this game came down to 
the turnovers,” said NYC 
and Erasmus Hall Coach 
Danny Landberg, who 
lives in Belle Harbor.

Flushing wide receiv-

er Shaquan Roberts was 
one of the few standouts 
offensively with two recep-
tions, including stretching 
out for a 29-yard catch in 
the first half to give the 
city its first big gain.

Roberts said he need-
ed to change his attitude to 
a positive one during his 
senior year at Flushing. 
Making the game shows 
how far he has come before 
heading to Stony Brook 
University to play in the 
fall.

“I love football, but 
I wasn’t performing the 
way I wanted to,” Roberts 
said. “I just worked hard 
to be better and starting 
performing well.”

He and his New York 
City teammates didn’t per-
form well enough to take 
down Long Island and 
bring bragging rights back 
to the five boroughs.

“I’m a competitor. You 
don’t want to be in that 
situation ever,” Landberg 
said. “It definitely is an 
embarrassing feeling.”

New York City players mentally prepare themselves before the game against Long Island. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Adrian Castano didn’t 
concern himself with be-
ing drafted, just baseball.

The Benjamin Car-
dozo centerfielder headed 
to a field in College Point 
to practice his craft with 
the Major League Baseball 
First-Year Player Draft 
going on. He has a good 
chance of being selected.

“I didn’t want to sit 
down,” Castano said. “I 
just wanted it to happen 
and if it happened, it hap-
pened and if it didn’t, it 
didn’t. It happened on a 
baseball field.”

He eventually got 
the call, with his father 
Adrian Sr. He asked his 
son how it felt to be a pro-
fessional ballplayer after 
Castano was drafted June 
8 by the Detroit Tigers in 
the 26th round (786 over-
all), the highest selection 
by any New York City high 
school player.

“I didn’t react,“ he 

said. “I was just like, 
‘Umm ....’”

The joy eventually 
came over him as one of 
his boyhood dreams be-
came a reality. He said at 5 
years old he thought about 
what it would be like to 
play for his favorite team: 
the New York Mets. Get-
ting drafted by the Tigers 
was just as good.

“It’s a kid’s dream,” 
Castano said.

His father told him to 
come home to celebrate, 
but his son had something 
else he needed to do before 
he came home. There was 
still baseball to be played.

“He was like, ‘No, I’m 

going to play catch,’” Adri-
an Sr. said. “He stayed on 
the field for 45 more min-
utes.”

Castano is unsure 
whether he will sign with 
the Tigers or choose to 
go to Division I Lamar 
University in Texas. He 
has until June 21, the day 
he graduates from high 
school, to decide. Castano 
believes he wins either 
way.

“I still have to sit down 
with my mom and dad and 
make a decision. Which-
ever decision I make I am 
just going to run with it,” 
he said.

Cardozo Coach Ron 
Gorecki said he knew the 
now 6-foot-2, 185-pound 
Castano could be special 
when he was a lanky fresh-
man with a high baseball 
IQ. Castano, who never lost 
a high school game pitch-
ing, left the mound this 
season to focus on being 
an everyday centerfielder. 
Gorecki thinks Castano 

can end up in the majors 
some day if given time and 
training to grow.

“He has a great shot 
of going all the way,” the 
coach said.

Castano, who learned 
to hit to all fields, was one 
of the city’s most feared 
and respected hitters, bat-
ted .515 during the regular 
season and upped it to .714 
in two playoff games. He 
had an on-base percentage 

of .633 and an .865 slugging 
percentage to help lead the 
Judges to the Queens A 
East Division title.

“He is truly a five-
tool player,” Gorecki said. 
“He does everything with 
the ease and the grace of 
a Division I college player 
right now.”

Castano finished his 
career as a high school 
player and a big week, by 
accepting the PSAL Win-

gate award for baseball 
June 10 at the Brooklyn 
Marriot. The honor is giv-
en annually to the best se-
nior in each of the league’s 
sports. It showed him how 
far he’s come and what he 
was able to accomplish.

“It’s been a long tough 
week, but it came to an 
end and it’s a dream come 
true,” Castano said. “I 
couldn’t have one better.”
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Cardozo pitcher drafted highest of city HS players

Cardozo’s Adrian Castano holds 
his PSAL Wingate Award. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo
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SOLID WOOD CABINETS
DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE MANUFACTURER!

877–552–7722
WE WILL BEAT ALL WRITEN ESTIMATES

Bella Kitchen & Design

         COMPLETE KITCHEN
   with Granite Countertop
starting at $4995

See Our Work 
In Architectural Digest

This Summer

$6995

6’ X 8’
COSTUM BATHROOM

FREE
Costum Designer Mirror

with each bathroom renovation.
With this ad. Cannot be combined.

FREE
Microwave

with any kitchen renovation.
With this ad. Cannot be combined.

Be the Envy of Your Friends With Our
COSTUM MADE 

INTERIOR DOORS

* These images in the display ad are for illustration purposes only.

*

*
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS


