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The Forest Hills Tennis Sta-

dium has reached a major turn-
ing point in its history. Although 
it has not been used for a major 
event in years, the arena will host 
English folk rock band Mumford 
and Sons in August.

The Aug. 28 concert is a trial 
run of sorts. If all goes well, the 
venue will have six more concerts 
a year for the next three years.

“Not only is it a great venue 

Continued on Page 49

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Despite the partisan quag-
mire in Washington that has 
thwarted efforts to tackle gun 
reform, immigration and a farm 
bill, Queens congressional mem-
bers said it was imperative their 
colleagues come together to re-
write a key provision of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act the Supreme 
Court invalidated Tuesday.

“We must remember that 

the bi-partisanship and near 
unanimity that produced the 
2006 authorization [of the act] 
was achieved by a Congress in 
which Republicans controlled 
both the House and Senate,” U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks said. “Let 
us come together, craft a cre-
ative legislative strategy, and get 
to work on renewing the Voting 
Rights Act.”

On Tuesday, the court split 
Continued on Page 54
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CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE
Fireworks light up the Hellgate Bridge and East River during Central 
Astoria’s 31st annual Waterfront Independence celebration, which 
also included a performance by the Queens Symphony Orchestra. 

Photo by Steven Malecki

Rock group
heads to gig
at tennis club

Supreme Court 
invalidates key 
civil rights law
Boro reps want to rewrite legislation

CATS 
For 

MAYOR A New Yorker for all New Yorkers
cats2013.com

Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

Queens pols welcome
gay marriage ruling
See story on Page 9
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Police were still 
searching for a suspect in-
volved in the fatal shooting 
of a 27-year-old man in a 
residential section of Coro-
na early Tuesday morning, 
the NYPD said.

Police said that around 
1:55 a.m. Tuesday, officers 
responded to a 911 call of a 
man shot in front of a house 
on 104th Street near 37th 
Road within the confines of 
the 115th Precinct.

When they arrived, 
officers found the victim 
unconscious and unre-
sponsive with one gunshot 
wound to his head. EMS ar-
rived at the scene and pro-
nounced the victim dead on 
arrival.

As of Wednesday, po-
lice still had not identified 
the victim and the investi-
gation was continuing.  No 
arrests had been made.

A group of resi-
dents gathered outside a 
home on 104th Street told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
that two gunshots struck 
the house: One hit the front 
of the home and the other 

struck and pierced the 
front metal door, entering 
the hallway wall.

Corona resident An-
dre, who declined to pro-
vide his last name, said 
his elderly  mother lives in 
the house and was sleep-
ing when the shooting oc-
curred. He quickly pointed 
out, however, that the in-
cident actually took place 
next door. A small amount 
of blood remained on the 
ground in front of the steps 
outside that property.

“I ran over here 
around 9 a.m. The police 
wanted authorization to 
remove the bullet from the 
hallway,” he said, noting 
that sometimes a group of 
between six to seven teen-
agers would gather from 
next door and sit outside 
on his mother’s property. 
“I’d say, listen, you have to 
leave me some space.”

Andre said police said 
the recovered bullet came 
from a .45 caliber hand-
gun.

Another resident, who 
declined to give her name, 
said she was shocked by the 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
   
Newly released fig-

ures by the state show 
Jamaica High School saw 
its graduation rate drop 
almost 40 percent the year 
the city started phasing 
out the troubled institu-
tion, and supporters of the 
school said the numbers 
are proof the school has 
been left to fail.

The historic high 
school graduated just 28 
percent of its students last 
year, according to num-
bers the state Education 
Department put out ear-
lier this month. That was 
down 37 percent from the 
year earlier.

The city cited more 
than a decade of gradu-
ation rates that hovered 
below 50 percent when it 
recommended in early 
2011 that Jamaica High 

should be phased out over 
a three-year period and 
replaced with the Jamaica 
Gateway to the Sciences 
school, which had existed 
as a successful program 
within JHS. 

Jamaica Gateway was 
one of the best perform-
ing schools in the 2011-12 
school year, graduating 85 
percent of its students.

James Eterno, a social 
studies teacher at Jamaica 
High and the school’s Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers 
chapter leader, said part of 
the problem is that high-
achieving students head 
for Jamaica Gateway, leav-
ing Jamaica High with a 
high proportion of pupils 
facing uphill battles to get 
to graduation day.

“I’d take everything 
you hear about Jamaica 
with a grain of salt,” he 
said, adding putting the 

two schools’ rates side-by-
side was like comparing 
apples and oranges.

Last summer the state 
Education Department 
issued a report saying Ja-
maica High students were 
not being offered honors 
courses, advanced place-
ment classes or SAT prepa-
ration courses.

Supporters of Jamai-
ca High said its students 
were stripped of resources 
and left to languish while 
pupils in other schools at 
the campus had an abun-
dance of resources.

“They didn’t have 
computers, they didn’t 
have smartboards, they 
had class sizes of 35 or 
more,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
a vocal critic of Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg and city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott’s plan for Ja-

maica. “[Those students] 
are now a lost generation. 
They’re taking away re-
sources and the students 
are disadvantaged and the 
graduation rate demon-
strates that.”

All schools in New 
York City receive about 
two-thirds of their bud-
get through a formulation 
known as Fair Student 
Funding, which allocates 
dollars based on the num-
ber of students and their 
needs, such as whether 
they are English Language 
Learners or students with 
disabilities.

Jamaica High lost 
about $1.8 million in its 
Fair Student Funding the 
first year of its phase-out.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Newly released state figures show Jamaica High School posted a 28 percent graduation rate last year as the city began phasing out the 
troubled school.

A small amount of blood remains on the ground in front of the 
steps outside the property where the fatal shooting occurred. 

Photo by Chris Engelhardt  

Jamaica HS gets poor grade
Graduation rate plummets as city phases out embattled school

Man gunned down 
in Corona: NYPD

Continued on Page 54



TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UNE 28-J

ULY 4, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

3

TL

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Forest Park Car-
ousel spun its way onto 
the prestigious list of New 
York City landmarks  af-
ter the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
announced Tuesday that it 
would give the special des-
ignation to the attraction.

“This is tremendous 
news,” Ed Wendell, presi-
dent of the Woodhaven 
Residents’ Block Associa-
tion, said in a statement. 
“The Forest Park Carousel 
means so much to countless 
residents in Woodhaven 
and across the city. This 
designation is long over-
due, but now that it’s here, 
we’re thrilled. With the 
carousel landmarked, we 
know it will be around for 
posterity, which is exactly 
how it should be.”

According to the com-
mission, a landmark des-

ignation means a property 
has special historical, cul-
tural or aesthetic value and 
is an important part of the 
city’s heritage. The new 
status also means the car-
ousel is required to be kept 
in good condition and the 
commission must approve 
any alteration, reconstruc-
tion, demolition or new 
construction that could af-
fect it.

The decision comes 
after a long campaign by 
community members who 
wanted to save their child-
hood carousel when they 
thought they might lose it 
after it was shuttered in 
2009.

Three years later, a 
new operator, New York 
Carousel, agreed to run 
the attraction. But the cam-
paign for landmark status 
continued, and after two 
public hearings the com-
mission voted unanimous-

ly to grant designation to 
the ride.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall also ap-

plauded the decision.
“Designating the For-

est Park Carousel as a land-
mark will help preserve 

this unique and historic 
children’s ride for future 
generations,” she said in a 
statement. “I commend the 

Landmarks Preservation 
Commission for making 
the right decision to bestow 
landmark status on this 
beautiful treasure.”

The merry-go-round, 
originally located in 
Dracut, Mass., was hand-
carved by famed artist and 
carousel maker D.C. Muller 
in 1903. In 1972 it was 
moved to Woodhaven. It is 
one of only two D.C. Muller 
carousels in the country in-
tact and still spinning.

The Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission also 
voted to landmark the 1896 
Dutch Revival style Jamai-
ca Learning Center, for-
merly the original Jamaica 
High School in Jamaica.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The Forest Park Carousel was recently granted landmark status. The ride is more than 100 years old 
and was hand-carved by a famous artist and carousel-maker, D.C. Muller.

Forest Park carousel gets landmark designation
New status ensures future modifi cations of beloved attraction must be vetted by city commission

District Offices:

Wishing everyone 
a happy and safe 4th of July 

as we proudly celebrate and cherish 
our independence.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

1February 2013, National Association of Realtors® Housing Affordability Index. 
2Rate information as of 06/17/13. Mortgage rates are subject to change. ����������	
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��������� �The initial principal and 
interest payment on a $200,000 5/1 ARM loan at 2.38% and 60% loan-to-value (LTV) is $777.31 with no points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 2.93%. Based on a recent LIBOR index rate of 
0.668% and a margin of 2.50, the principal and interest payment would increase to $844.77 after 5 years for the 
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a primary residence with no cash out at closing. Assumes closing costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary 
residence and is a single family home; debt-to-income ratio is less than 30% and credit score is a minimum of 780, 
and an escrow account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 60 days. Some 
state and county maximum loan amount restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, 
Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to 
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York Commercial Bank. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the 
discretion of the bank at any time.
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Call (866) 811-5515 or visit one of our local branches!

Welcome Home.
Home affordability is near record levels.1
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BY PHIL CORSO

It has been a bumpy 
ride for the MTA over the 
past three months, and one 
northeast Queens lawmak-
er has called for a closer 
look.

U.S. Rep. Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville) cited last 
week’s 10-car Long Island 
Rail Road derailment as 
the latest installment in 
a series of Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
and Amtrak slip-ups and 
fired off a letter to the agen-
cies demanding an investi-
gation.

His request came af-
ter the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Federal 
Railroad Administration 
got moving on an investi-
gation of its own into what 
may have caused the latest 
derailment — the fourth in 
the past three months.

“Millions of riders 
depend on the MTA and 
Amtrak on a daily basis to 
get them where they need 
to go,” Israel said. “With 
multiple derailments in a 
matter of months, these rid-
ers deserve answers.”

Roughly 500 feet of 
track and eight switches 
were thought to have been 
damaged after two cars in 
the middle of a 10-car train 
to Hempstead, L.I., went off 
the rails June 17, the MTA 
said, resulting in more 
than 50 LIRR cancellations 
or delays the following day.

There were no injuries 
reported, but the delays 
were felt over the next sev-
eral days at Metro-North, 
the New Jersey Transit 
and Amtrak as well as the 
LIRR.. The agency cut or 
rerouted 56 of its 274 LIRR 
trains during the heavy 
morning and evening com-
mutes following the inci-
dent.

In Israel’s letter to 
Amtrak President Joseph 
Boardman and MTA Presi-
dent Thomas Prendergast, 
the lawmaker said a deep 
investigation into the de-
railments would help to 
prevent any future mis-
haps. The congressman 

called for a detailed report, 
including the cause of each 
derailment this year and a 
list of measures both agen-
cies could take to prevent 
them moving forward.

“Monday’s derail-
ment marked the fourth for 
the MTA in the last three 
months, and the second 
LIRR train in as much time 
— a frustratingly high num-
ber in such a short amount 
of time,” Israel said in the 
letter. “Furthermore, with 
the arrival of hurricane 
season, we should welcome 
every opportunity to work 
together to improve the 
performance of the LIRR 
and prevent the types of 
problems we saw in the 
aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy.”

Both Amtrak and New 
Jersey Transit use the tun-
nel to access the Sunnyside 
Yards and also experienced 
minor delays as a result.

An Amtrak statement 
said a switch point protec-
tor guard cover became dis-
lodged, allowing the wheels 
to ride up over it and off the 
tracks.

The LIRR leases the 
tunnel, but Amtrak is re-
sponsible for repairs, the 
agency said. Amtrak said 
it had the tunnel operating 
normally for the Wednes-

BY RICH BOCKMANN

P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
scored what may end up be-
ing a symbolic victory last 
week when JFK Airport’s 
historic Pan Am World-
port, set to be demolished 
to make way for a parking 
lot, was recognized as an 
endangered historic site.

The National Trust 
for Historic Preservation 
last week said the flying 
saucer-like structure sym-
bolized “America’s entry 
into the Jet Age,” as it put 
the terminal on its annual 
list of America’s Most En-
dangered Historic Places.

The congressionally 
chartered nonprofit has a 
lot of muscle when it comes 
to advocating for preserva-
tion, but lacks any regula-
tory authority.

When it opened in 
1960, the Pan Am terminal 
was marketed as the “Gate-
way to the World” and was 
unique for its circular 
shape and elliptical roof, 
which measures 450 by 350 
feet, cantilevered over the 
edges of the building and 
sheltered passengers from 

the elements as they em-
barked on aircraft.

But by the end of the 
decade, the structure was 
ill-equipped to handle the 
newest batch of Boeing 707 

Super Jets, and Pan Am 
added a concourse to the 
terminal in 1973.

Delta Airlines took 
over the Worldport in 1991 
after the demise of Pan 

Am and renamed it Termi-
nal 3.

The airline left the 
terminal vacant in May 
for more modern digs 
in the renovated and ex-
panded Terminal 4 next 
door. As part of the plan, 
the Worldport is set to be 
demolished.

“The clock is definite-
ly ticking,” said Anthony 
Stramaglia, a member of 
the Save the Worldport 
preservation campaign. 
“They so badly want the 
structure down to build a 
parking lot.”

Stramaglia said crews 
over the weekend began 
dismantling the elevated 
roadway that leads up to 
the terminal.

Throughout the latter 
part of the 20th Century, 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport boasted a 
treasure chest of architec-
tural gems, such as I.M. 
Pei’s Sundrome — the Na-
tional Airlines terminal 
— and American Airlines’ 
Terminal 8, notable for its 
famed stained-glass win-
dows.

BY JOE ANUTA

The Queens owners 
of a discount Chinatown 
bus company shuttered af-
ter a fatal accident pleaded 
guilty to withholding mon-
ey from their drivers, state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman said last week.

Guo Wei Lin, 37; Lei 
Shi, 39; and Ming Gao, 43, 
all of Fresh Meadows, were 
arrested June 19 and a day 
later copped to charges of 
failure to pay wages, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

“Paying wages is the 
most basic obligation of an 
employer to his or her em-
ployees,” Schneiderman 
said. “Employers like Lin, 
Shi and Gao can’t walk 

away from this legal and 
moral responsibility, and 
they will be held account-

able.”
The trio ran a North 

Carolina-based company 

called Sky Express Inc., 
which hauled passengers 
from Manhattan’s China-
town to casinos and other 
destinations along the 
Eastern Seaboard until a 
fatal accident in Virginia 
May 31, 2011.

The driver of that bus, 
Flushing resident Kin Yiu 
Cheung, was charged with 
four counts of involuntary 
manslaughter after he 
dozed off at the wheel about 
six hours into the trip, 
causing the bus to overturn 
in the northbound lanes of 
I-95 in Caroline County. 

Twenty of the 57 pas-
sengers were taken to area 
hospitals, and four died as 
a result of the crash. Two 

Kin Yiu Cheung (l.) and his lawyer, Murray Janus, arrive at 
Caroline County court in Bowling Green, Va., for Cheung’s ar-
raignment in 2011. Cheung was found guilty of  manslaughter af-
ter falling behind the wheel of the Sky Express bus he was driving. 

AP Photo/Michael Felberbaum

Delta Airline’s Terminal 3 (shown above in a previous life 
as the Pan American Worldport) is scheduled to be demol-
ished. The architectural gem was recently named one of 
the country’s most endangered historic sites. 

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel is call-
ing on the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to in-
vestigate recent derailments.

Fresh Mdws bus bigs back in court

Jet Age terminal recognized
JFK’s Worldport is put on non-profi t’s ‘endangered’ sites list

Israel calls for probe 
after LIRR derails

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Grass parking allo-

cated for the US Open in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park is twice the space cit-
ed by representatives from 
the city Parks Department 
and the United States Ten-
nis Association at a City 
Council hearing last week.

Dorothy Lewandows-
ki, Queens Parks commis-
sioner, and Gordon Smith, 
the USTA’s executive di-
rector and chief operating 
officer, testified before the 
Council’s Subcommittee 
on Planning Dispositions 
and Concessions June 20 
as part of the association’s 
bid to take 0.68 acres of the 
park for renovations.

Much of the discussion 
centered around the asso-
ciation’s practice of letting 
cars park on greenspace 
during the US Open.

“Parking on the grass 
is a very big issue in our 
community,” said Council-

woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst), who was 
trying to find out how much 
land was being used for this 
purpose. “It shouldn’t be an 
option.”

But Lewandowski and 
the USTA’s answers dif-
fered from the information 
in a 400-page document 
called an environmental 
impact statement the USTA 
already had submitted to 
the city.

For example, Lewan-
dowski testified that two 
grass lots are used by the 
association for staff, broad-
casters and suite holders. 
According to the impact 
statement, these lots hold 
450 cars.

But she did not men-
tion that another 300-ca-
pacity lot is also used for 
the same purpose.

Parks said the com-
missioner was testifying 
only about lots under Parks 
control, since the third lot 
is under the purview of 

the Hall of Science. But the 
lawmakers, who will help 
decide whether the USTA’s 
plan will go forward, never 
heard about the third dur-
ing the rest of the hearing.

As opposed to USTA 

staff, fans typically park 
at Citi Field — and pay the 
Mets to do so. But on days 
when the Amazin’s have a 
home game, a handful of 
times each year, the NYPD 
redirects drivers to areas 

in Flushing Meadows.
A traffic engineer from 

AKRF, a consulting firm 
that drafted the environ-
mental impact statement 
for the USTA expansion, 
testified that two grass ar-

eas with a capacity of be-
tween 600 to 1,000 cars were 
used on home game days  in 
addition to a paved lot.

But the impact state-
ment shows that after those 
lots are filled, three other 
grassy lots with a capacity 
of 1,300 cars are used “less 
frequently,” but are also 
available.

USTA later said the en-
gineer’s testimony was cor-
rect and that the two grassy 
lots are never maxed out, 
and none of the additional 
lots identified in the state-
ment are used. 

Patrons pay to park 
on the grass during home 
game days with the Mets, 
but when Lewandowski was 
asked where the fees go, she 
initially said the city.

When Ferreras then 
asked for a clarification 
— “Citi Field or the city?” 
— the parks commissioner 
then said it was a combi-
nation and subsequently 

BY PHIL CORSO

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
Women’s Equality Act 
failed to pass the state Leg-
islature by session’s end de-
spite widespread support in 
the state Assembly because 
of one provision bolstering 
abortion rights.

The 10-point bill set 
out to address unequal pay, 
reproductive rights and 
discriminatory practices 
against women while tight-
ening penalties against 
sexual harassment and sex 
trafficking and received 
mostly bipartisan support, 
with one exception.

After cruising through 
the Assembly June 20, a 
provision assuring abor-
tion rights already provid-

ed under Roe v. Wade could 
not get enough support, 
leading to the entire bill’s 
failure.

The bill could have pos-
sibly made it through the 
Legislature had its advo-

cates been willing to accept 
the nine other provisions, 
but the all-or-nothing strat-
egy had proven critical.

Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 

BY PHIL CORSO

The Bloomberg admin-
istration’s passing of its fi-
nal $70 billion city budget 
has restored the fates of 
popular Queens institu-
tions that have gotten too 
used to fighting for fund-
ing.

The months leading up 
to the budget dance were 
met with yet another series 
of protests, outcries and 
political statements urging 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
to keep the doors open at 
city pools, after-school 
child care programs, fire 
houses and libraries.

The mayor and City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) an-
nounced the agreement 

for an on-time, balanced 
budget for fiscal year 2014 
Sunday that avoids any tax 
increases, but not without 
threatening to cut various 
programs like in previous 

years.
“These types of [threat-

ened] cuts go on year after 
year,” said state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside). “We still 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) describes his administration’s final 
budget passage with City Council members behind him. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

The United States Tennis Center is seeking an additional 0.68 acres of parkland in order to upgrade 
several facilities and build a new stadium in its National Tennis Center. Image courtesy USTA  

Bloomberg’s budget keeps 
boro off chopping block

Women’s Equality Act defeated 
over abortion rights provision

USTA Council hearing full of fuzzy math
Parks, tennis association brass omit info during subcommittee meeting on lease expansion 

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 54 Continued on Page 54

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (l.) speaks with attorney Sarah Weddington 
about the details surrounding his women’s rights proposal in the 
state Legislature. AP Photo/Mike Groll
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Jamaica’s public 

health community cut the 
ribbon last week on a fam-
ily health center that will 
provide preventative care 
to the uninsured and spe-
cial services for Queens’ 
transgender community.

“This is an under-
served community,” Com-
munity Health Care Net-
work President Catherine 
Abate said at the new cen-
ter on 161st Street Friday. 
“Many people are using 
the emergency room as 
their primary care doc-
tor.”

The network runs 
several federally quali-
fied health centers across 
the city that are part of 
the Medicaid safety net for 
those who cannot afford 
preventive care. Another 
center nearby on Sut-
phin Boulevard has been 
around for 30 years.

Abate said the Sut-

phin center’s patient load 
grew 30 percent last year 
and the robust network is 

well-equipped to care for 
those who fall through the 
cracks.

Undocumented immi-
grants, she said, will not be 
allowed to purchase insur-

ance through the state’s 
new health care exchange, 
but Community Health 
Care Network will be able 
to provide care to undocu-
mented pregnant women 
and their children.

The center, in the for-
mer Suffolk Title Guaran-
tee Building, at 90-04 161st 
St., offers primary care for 
children and adults, in-
cluding sexual health ser-
vices, health education, 
social services, mental 
health services, nutrition 
counseling, gynecology 
and prenatal and postpar-
tum care.

The center also offers 
programs and services 
specifically tailored to the 
needs of the transgender 
community.

Renato Barucco, the 
center’s Transgender Pro-
gram director, said many 
of the community’s needs 
center around the use of 
hormones.

He said many trans-

gender women are even 
injecting themselves with 
unsafe mixtures of baby 
oil and industrial silicones 
available at places like The  
Home Depot.

“They’re sharing nee-
dles or bottles,” he said. 
“I don’t think heroin use 
is that high anymore, but 
the problems are still the 
same.”

Many transgender 
women are trafficked from 
Mexico for sexual exploita-
tion, Barucco said, and the 
center has a vast network 
or referrals to assist them.

Community Health 
Care Network also offers 
“Freaky Fridays” sexual 
health messages on your 
phone. You can sign up by 
texting “SexEd” to 877877.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Diana Castillo, Catherine Steele and Elizabeth Joglar, of the Community Healthcare Network, are 
joined by Melinda Katz in opening the nonprofit’s new center in Jamaica. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Safety net health center launches in Jamaica

OF FDNY
FIREFIGHTERS

SAVE 20-70%
MOST SANDALS, SEASONAL AND SELECT GOODS IN STOCK

Open: Tues, Wed, Fri Thur Sat Mon Closed

STARTS TUESDAY 

JULY 2, 2013

(Cannot be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchase) 

SALE ENDS SUNDAY JULY 14, 2013

COME IN EARLY 
FOR BEST SELECTION

Special Orders not Included 
www.turnpikeshoes.com

FREE 
Gift with 
Purchase 

with Ad
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www.queenslibrary.org

Target is the lead sponsor of Queens Library’s Summer Reading program. Additional support is provided 
by Astoria Federal Savings, with in-kind support from AWE Digital Learning Solutions, the New York Mets, 
Scholastic and Simon & Schuster. 

SUMMER READING ‘13

Register at any Queens Library  
location or online  

at summerreading.org.

Free programs and events for all ages, including adults.

@ Queens Library

Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.
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JAMAICA — More than $1 million disappeared 
from a Swiss airliner that landed at JFK Airport over 
the weekend and the feds are looking to see who made 
off with the cheese, the New York Post reported.

Swiss Air Flight 17 took off from Zurich en route 
to Kennedy around 2 p.m. Saturday with $93 million in 
cash that was being transferred by an American bank 
from its Zurich branch to the United States, according 
to the Post.

But when the crates holding the bounty reached 
their destination at a federal reserve facility in East 
Rutherford, N.J., Monday, authorities found a hole in 
one of the containers and 12 packs of $100,000 bundles 
were missing, the paper reported.

It was not clear exactly when the loot had been lift-
ed, and the FBI was preparing to administer lie-detector 
tests to airport workers as they investigate the heist, the 
Post said.

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Join the force at newyorkcares.org

Tens of thousands of volunteers. One powerful force for good.

56,000
sands of volunteers. One powerful force for

MOBILIZED

JAMAICA — The man who slashed a Jamaica cab 
driver after learning he was Muslim accepted a nine-
year prison sentence in Manhattan court Tuesday.

Michael Enright, 24, was being driven by Bangla-
deshi immigrant Ahmad H. Sharif in Manhattan in 2010 
when they started talking about the driver’s faith, court 
documents showed. Enright asked Sharif if he was Mus-
lim, and after he responded in the affirmative, the pas-
senger stabbed him while shouting Arabic terms at him.

Sharif survived the attack, escaping with cuts to his 
face, neck and shoulders, the complaint read.

The New York Post reported that Enright, a former 
student at the School of Visual Arts, delivered an apology 
to the victim on the day of his sentencing. Sharif, how-
ever, was not in the courtroom.

Lawrence Fisher, Enright’s lawyer, said his client 
had been an alcoholic since he was 12, the Post reported.

POLICE 

Blotter

Gov’t looking into who stole over $1M at JFK

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Michael Enright (r.) confers with 
his attorney Jason Martin dur-
ing his arraignment in 2010. 

AP Photo/Steven Hirsch/Pool

Elmhurst man found dead in home: NYPD
ELMHURST — A 65-year-old 

Elmhurst man was found dead in his 
home last Thursday with bruises on his 
neck, the NYPD said Friday.

Around 11:44 p.m. June 22, police 
responded to a 911 call about an uncon-
scious person, later identified as Andrew 
Gregar, inside a dwelling near 88th Street 
and 45th Avenue.

When officers arrived at the scene, 
they found Gregar unconscious and unre-

sponsive with bruises on his neck. EMS 
also responded and pronounced the vic-
tim dead on arrival, the Police Depart-
ment said.

Police said the medical examiner 
will determine the cause of death. The in-
vestigation was ongoing, police said.

A spokesman for the NYPD said 
police have not  determined if Gregar’s 
death 

Jamaica cab slasher gets nine years in prison

Planes taxi on a JFK 
Airport runway in this 
2008 file photo. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Felix Lyons, along with 

his pregnant wife and chil-
dren, were displaced from 
their Arverne home when 
Hurricane Sandy rocked 
New York City. Since then, 
they have lived in tempo-
rary housing all over the 
city, including Brooklyn 
and hotels near Kennedy 
Airport.

But the family is final-
ly moving closer to return-
ing home.

The American Red 
Cross Monday presented a 
$720,000 grant to Friends of 
Rockaway to be used for re-
building nearly 100 homes 
that were hit by the storm, 
including the Lyons’ house 
off Beach Channel Drive. 
The money will be used to 
hire local contractors and 
unemployed residents to do 
the construction work.

State Assemblyman 
Phillip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park), whose own home and 
office were destroyed in the 
hurricane, was present at 
the event.

“It’s been eight months 
since the storm and our 
families are still strug-
gling,” he said. “But every 
day that we can take re-
sources and put them back 
in the community, every 
day we are getting our 
neighborhood back on our 
feet, that’s a great day.”

Josh Lockwood, chief 
executive officer of the 
Greater New York Ameri-

can Red Cross, said there 
was still urgent work that 
needed to be done in the 
communities devastated by 
Sandy, which span a five-
state region.

“Donations have led to 
clear signs of progress, and 
that is largely because of 
large organizations like the 
American Red Cross, but 
also the incredible grass-
roots organizations like 
Friends of Rockaways who, 
in days, weeks and months 
after the storm, have con-
tinued to serve their neigh-
bors who have been in tre-
mendous need,” he said.

Lockwood said the 
American Red Cross has 
supplied 2 million post-
Sandy meals to Queens res-
idents and 1.3 million relief 
supplies. The organization 
is also providing grants to 
families for up to $10,000 to 
help move them into per-
manent housing.

But in recent months 
the Red Cross has been crit-
icized for failing to allocate 
all of the money that was 
donated for Sandy relief.

Last month the Asso-
ciated Press reported that 
the organization had not 
spent $110 million it had 
received.

The group came under 
fire from the City Council, 
which penned a letter to 
the Red Cross, asking it to 
immediately dole out the 
remaining funds.

“Our communities 

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT 

Elected officials across 
Queens applauded the U.S. 
Supreme Court Wednesday 
when it ruled that legally 
married same-sex couples 
should receive the same 
federal benefits as hetero-
sexual couples and also 
made way for same-sex 
marriage in California.

In a 5-4 vote, the Su-
preme Court justices in-
validated a provision of the 
federal Defense of Marriage 
Act that prevented married 
same-sex couples from re-
ceiving a number of ben-
efits, including tax, health, 
retirement and Social Se-
curity benefits, that are 
available to married het-
erosexual couples. Justice 
Anthony Kennedy wrote 
the majority opinion.

The court then voted 
5-4 that defenders of Cali-
fornia’s gay marriage ban 
— added to the state’s con-
stitution in 2008 through 
Proposition 8 — did not 
have the authority to ap-
peal lower court rulings 
striking down the ban. The 
court’s decision to not take 
up the case leaves in place 
the initial trial court dec-
laration that the ban is un-
constitutional.

To date, same-sex mar-

riage has been adopted by 
12 states, including New 
York, and the District of Co-
lumbia.

A bevy of Queens law-
makers, including Borough 
President Helen Marshall, 
lauded the Supreme Court’s 
decision, which they said 
put an end to the unequal 
treatment of same-sex cou-
ples. 

“I am thrilled that the 
U.S. Supreme Court has 
struck down the Defense of 
Marriage Act, which denied 
federal recognition and 
benefits to those who have 
entered into same-sex mar-
riages in those states where 
such marriages are legal,” 
Marshall said. “What 
DOMA did was tell Ameri-
cans that a legal same-sex 
marriage is somehow infe-
rior to a marriage between 
a man and a woman, and 
thus does not deserve all 
the federal benefits granted 
to married couples of dif-
ferent sexes. 

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), the city’s first 
openly gay Council speak-
er, held a news conference 
at City Hall with a number 
of Queens elected officials, 
including openly gay Coun-
cilmen Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 

Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside).

Quinn, who grew emo-
tional at times, called the 
ruling a huge victory for 
the LGBT community and 
all Americans.

“We believe that every-
one has the right to life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of hap-
piness — and that means 
the right to love, to build a 
life and a home and a fam-
ily,” she said.

Van Bramer, who was 
accompanied by his hus-
band, Dan Hendrick, said 
the court ruling is a pow-
erful one that provides 
equality to all Americans 
regardless of their sexual 
orientation.

“No one should be de-
nied that happiness, love 
and equality,” he said, not-
ing that now many can cel-
ebrate the ruling, and mil-
lions, including mothers, 
fathers, sons and daughters, 
can share in the happiness 
of having full equality.

Dromm praised the 
court decisions supporting 
marriage equality.

“Today, the Supreme 
Court has helped this coun-
try take one huge step to-
ward, fully realizing the 
ideals upon which the Unit-
ed States was founded,” he 
said. “A grave injustice has 

been righted for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgen-
der Americans. I am elated 
that the Supreme Court has 
relegated to the trash heap 
of history the ludicrously 
misnamed Defense of Mar-
riage Act, which did noth-
ing but defend unconstitu-
tional bigotry and hatred.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) hailed the 
Supreme Court’s decisions, 
and said committed LGBT 
couples deserve equal pro-
tection and respect.

“This is a day to cel-
ebrate, and for everyone 
to tell their grandchildren 
about,” she said. “These 
decisions are giant steps 
forward on the inevitable 
path toward legalizing 
marriage equality nation-
wide and extending federal 
benefits to all. But much 
work remains. There are 
still tens of thousands more 
American couples who live 
in states where they are 
treated as second-class citi-
zens. Our country is stron-
ger when all families are 
respected and supported, 
and when we all recognize 
love is love.”

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Openly gay Councilmen Daniel Dromm (c.) and Jimmy Van Bramer along with City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (second from l.), 
the city’s first openly gay Council speaker, voice their support for the Supreme Court’s ruling at a press conference at City Hall. 

Photo courtesy William Alatriste/NYC Council 

The home of Felix Lyons and his family, which was severely 
damaged in Hurricane Sandy, is now undergoing renovations 
with the help of funding from the American Red Cross. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

Court blesses gay marriage
Queens welcomes vote giving federal benefi ts to same-sex couples 

Red Cross funding
heads to Rockaway

Continued on Page 54
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Change voting system to make it easier

D
emocracy is price-
less, but elections 
are expensive. New 
York City can save 

$20 million by moving from 
our two-round runoff sys-
tem for citywide races to 
Instant Runoff Voting.

This guarantees ma-
jority winners in a single 
election by allowing voters 
to rank the candidates in 
their order of preference 
— first, second, third, etc. 
— on the first ballot, rather 

than making them return 
to the polls two weeks lat-
er.

Voting is a privilege, 
one too many people gave 
their lives to secure and 
preserve, but voters with 
limited mobility, senior 
citizens, parents of young 
children and workers with 
two or more jobs find it dif-
ficult to get to the polls at 
all, much less twice in as 
many weeks.

Overseas and military 

voters are almost complete-
ly disenfranchised in run-
off elections, as there often 
is not enough time to mail a 
ballot and have it returned. 
That is why several states 
already use IRV for those 
voters.

The counting process 
is simple. First-choice bal-
lots are tallied on Election 
Night, just like now. If any 
candidate gets more than 
50 percent of the vote, he or 
she is declared the winner. 

If not, the candidate with 
the least support is elimi-
nated.

Voters who ranked 
that candidate now have 
their vote counted for their 
second choice, and all bal-
lots are recounted in an in-
stant runoff. This process 
repeats until one candidate 
has majority support.

IRV is easy as 1, 2, 3.

Lynne Serpe
Astoria

GRAD RATES
STILL LAG

Queens got its annual report card and a passing grade 
last week on the number of students graduating from high 
school after four years, which was achieved despite tough-
er Regents exams.

But there were some sobering facts in the report from 
the state Department of Education, which found the gradu-
ation rate slipped to 63.6 percent of high school students in 
Queens from 65 percent the year before.

Students in New York state are now required to pass 
all five Regents exams with a score of at least 65.

Nationwide, the four-year graduation rate climbed to 
a 40-year high of 78.2 percent of students for the 2009-10 ac-
ademic year, the latest period for which figures are avail-
able, according to the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland.

That leaves Queens trailing behind the national aver-
age, with one out of every three students failing to com-
plete high school work in four years. But Queens, as the 
most ethnically diverse county in the country, is not a 
typical American community. Many students enrolled in 
the borough’s high schools are struggling to learn English 
and adjust to a new academic system.

Factoring in the five-year graduation rate, the picture 
improves: 71.1 percent of students citywide made the grade 
in 2012 and 73.2 percent after six years, Bloomberg admin-
istration data show.

But what about the prospects for the high school stu-
dents in Queens and the rest of the city who are wandering 
around without a high school diploma when the job mar-
ket is shrinking and skilled workers are in demand?

And there are no guarantees that a diploma means 
students are prepared for college. Even though the number 
of 2012 grads in Queens who are considered college-ready 
rose this year to 24.5 percent, three-quarters require re-
medial classes to meet CUNY standards.

The Bloomberg administration claims it has made 
great gains since 2005, when the citywide graduation rate 
was an abysmal 46.5 percent. That may be true, but the 
education system is still bleeding and needs more dedi-
cated teachers, fewer school closings and less teaching to 
the test.

Peace must be made among the next mayor, the edu-
cators and the parents of those being educated. It’s time 
for all the players to unite behind a common goal: Upgrade 
the high school curriculum and lift the graduation rate to 
produce future classes of New Yorkers equipped to lead the 
city.
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Revolution had other inspirations

I
n regard to the histori-
cal basis of American 
anti-Catholicism, one 
must analyze the Dec-

laration of Independence’s 
assertion that King George 
III (1738-1820), “the present 
king of Great Britain ... has 
combined with others [the 
British Parliament] ... giv-
ing his assent to their acts 
of pretended legislation for 
... abolishing the free sys-
tem of English laws in a 
neighboring province, es-
tablishing therein an arbi-
trary government.”

One of the “acts of pre-
tended legislation” was the 
Quebec Act of 1774, which 
recognized the Roman 
Catholic religion and re-
stored French civil law in 
Quebec, Canada. Particu-
larly, this “intolerable act” 
was politically opposed by 
the colonial, Protestant 
New England and anti-
Catholic nativism, and was 
probably the major impetus 
for the American Revolu-
tion.

To set things in histori-
cal perspective, King Henry 

VIII’s usurpation, as head 
of the Church of England, 
of the office of the pope, the 
bishop of Rome and vicar 
of Christ, undermined the 
“full, supreme, and univer-
sal power over the whole 
Church” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 882).

And, whether they 
were Puritan Congregation-
alists, Presbyterians, An-
glicans or Dutch Reformed, 
the majority of American 
colonists were Protestants 
and staunchly hostile to 
Roman Catholicism, which 
they perceived as foreign 
and non-Christian.

So as we celebrate the 
Fourth of July, let us not 
be deceived of some En-
lightenment self-righteous 
motives toward democracy 
and universal equality in 
America. In 1775, the Conti-
nental Congress had as its 
first act not the Declaration 
of Independence but the in-
vasion of Canada.

The American Revolu-
tion as a violent secession-
ist war was primarily cata-
lyzed by the Quebec Act of 

1774, which was concilia-
tory to Roman Catholicism. 
American anti-Catholicism 
must be understood his-
torically as the cultural 
hegemony tracing its 
ideological origins in the 
English-speaking world 
ultimately to Henry VIII, 
“whom I shall take the lib-
erty to call plainly one of 
the most detestable villains 
that ever drew breath” 
(Charles Dickens, “A Child’s 
History of England,” Chap-
ter XXVII).

This inspiring the 
American colonies in their 
fratricidal revolutionary 
war against British Protes-
tants, who later peacefully 
approved the British North 
America Act — renamed 
the Constitutional Act — 
of 1867 for the federation of 
Canada. The Constitutional 
Act of 1982, approved by the 
British Parliament, made 
Canada a fully sovereign 
state.

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

Smoke-free homes good for boro

I
n June, the Related Cos. 
pledged that all of its 
40,000 housing units 
across many states will 

be smoke-free. Related Cos. 
has been chosen as a devel-
oper for housing units at 
the Hunter’s Point South 
Development in Long Is-
land City.

This is an exciting op-
portunity for Queens resi-
dents who prefer to live in 
smoke-free buildings, as af-
fordable smoke-free apart-
ments will be available to 
them. Not only do smoke-

free buildings provide 
health benefits for residents 
by eliminating secondhand 
smoke exposure, they also 
offer safety and financial 
benefits.

Smoking is the lead-
ing cause of fire-related 
deaths. In 2005, more than 
a quarter of fire deaths 
in multi-family buildings 
were caused by smoking. 
Smoke-free buildings are 
also easier and cheaper to 
renovate and maintain be-
cause you save money on 
costly cleaning and physi-

cal damage repairs caused 
by secondhand smoke and 
cigar and cigarette burns.

We applaud this new 
smoke-free housing oppor-
tunity for Queens residents 
and hope it encourages oth-
er landlords, co-operatives 
and condominiums to go 
smoke-free.

Nancy Copperman
Director of Public Health 

Initiatives
North Shore-Long Island 

Jewish Health System
New Hyde Park

Be safe during hurricane season

T
he recent outlook 
from the U.S. Na-
tional Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Admin-

istration for this upcoming 
hurricane season is, once 
again, predicting above-
normal storm activity, with 
close to 18 storms between 
June 1 and Nov. 30.

After Hurricane San-
dy’s destructive sweep of 

the Northeast coast, people 
living in this region need to 
be well-prepared, stock up 
on necessary supplies and 
have a plan in the event 
that they may need to evac-
uate the coastline.

Hurricanes are one of 
nature’s most awesome dis-
plays of destructive power 
and fury. While we cannot 
prevent them from occur-

ring, we can and must be 
well-prepared to deal with 
their onslaughts.

Hopefully, we will not 
have any storms threaten-
ing the East Coast.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

China treated Iraq better than U.S.

A
fter the end of the 
war in Iraq, where 
thousands of Ameri-
cans died, hundreds 

of thousands were injured 
and $9 billion in cash — 
shipped on wooden pallets 
— literally disappeared.

China is now the No. 
1 purchaser of Iraq’s oil. 
According to former Vice 

President Dick Cheney, Iraq 
was supposed to pay for the 
war with oil. How did this 
happen? Maybe Hallibur-
ton knows.

China simply spent 
$2 billion to rebuild Iraq’s 
infrastructure. No war, no 
dead soldiers, no wounded, 
no billions of dollars lost.

Ironically, China op-

posed the liberation of Iraq 
and tried to arm Saddam 
Hussein’s regime. I do not 
think this is what Duh-bya 
meant by “mission accom-
plished.”

It must be President 
Barack Obama’s fault.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Sandy cannot keep libraries down

I
t has been several 
months since Super-
storm Sandy. Queens Li-
brary has been working 

hard to help the communi-
ty rebuild while continuing 
to provide the educational 
and informational support 
patrons value.

We will be here for 
homework help, job skills 
training, education for 
adults and children, ESOL 
classes and the best in en-
tertainment while repairs 
are being made.

I want to update you 
on the status of rebuilding 
the storm-damaged librar-
ies. We have come a long 
way and expect to be see all 
the waterfront community 
libraries as good as new 
soon:

• Queens Library at 
Seaside, at 116-15 Rockaway 
Beach Blvd. in Rockaway 
Park, is in active construc-
tion. We expect it to reopen 
by October.

• Queens Library at 
Arverne, at 312 Beach 54th 

St., will be under construc-
tion shortly. Reopening 
is expected by December. 
In the meantime, a tem-
porary library is serving 
the community. They are 
doing amazing things in 
a small space, with pro-
grams, classes, job search 
help, homework assistance 
and more. Thanks to sup-
plementary funding from 
Bank of America, it is open 
seven days a week through 
the end of 2013.

• Queens Library at 
Peninsula, at 92-25 Rock-
away Beach Blvd. in Rock-
away Park, will require ex-
tensive rebuilding. The city 
Department of Design and 
Construction will be do-
ing the work. The fully-re-
paired library is expected 
to reopen at the end of 2014.

In the interim, there 
is a modular building for 
lending materials and com-
puter access. A second, mo-
bile library is going to be 
installed for programs and 
workshops. That should be 

on site this summer.
When construction is 

complete, Rockaway Park 
will have a completely ren-
ovated and re-decorated li-
brary with a new collection 
of books, videos and other 
materials.

• Queens Library at 
Broad Channel, at 16-26 
Cross Bay Blvd., reopened 
this past winter. “Wider-fi” 
is providing wireless In-
ternet service within a few 
blocks of the library to bet-
ter serve the community.

• Queens Library at 
Howard Beach, at 92-06 
156th Ave., has been oper-
ating at full strength since 
shortly after the storm. 
New flooring was recently 
installed.

We look forward to-
ward a bright future to-
gether as a community.

Thomas Galante
President

Queens Library
Jamaica
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F
or more than 30 
years, Queens na-
tive Michael Landon 
entertained Ameri-

can television audiences 
with family-friendly shows 
such as “Bonanza,” “Little 
House on the Prairie” and 
“Highway to Heaven.”

Born Eugene Maurice 
Orowitz in Forest Hills in 
1936, he was the child of 
a mixed marriage with a 
Jewish father and Irish 
Catholic mother. His par-
ents moved to New Jersey 
in 1941 and raised him and 
his older sister Evelyn as 
Jewish.

He was bar mitzvahed 
at the Conservative Temple 
Beth Sholom in Hadden 
Heights, a neighborhood 
that had barred Jews until 
after World War II. It was 
this sense of being differ-
ent and an outsider that 
inspired his creativity and 
pushed him to be an athlete 
in his youth and, later as an 
adult, a writer and director. 
Themes of tolerance, both 
racial and religious, would 
be central to his later writ-
ing for television.

Landon was a star 
javelin thrower at Col-
lingswood High School, 

throwing a U.S. high school 
record of 133 feet 4 inches 
in 1954, earning him an 
athletic scholarship to the 
University of Southern Cal-
ifornia.

A career-ending shoul-
der injury led him to turn 
to acting. Choosing the 
name “Michael Landon” 
randomly out of the phone 
book, a persona was born. 
Early on, Landon achieved 
some measure of success in 
film with lightweight fare 
such as “I Was a Teenage 
Werewolf” (1957) and “High 
School Confidential” (1958), 
and even a role in the con-
troversial “God’s Little 
Acre” (1958).

But it was the Western 
genre that would lead to 
Landon’s stardom with the 
supporting role of Little Joe 
Cartwright in “Bonanza” in 
1959. By 1961, Bonanza was 

the No. 1 show on American 
television, completing 14 
seasons and more than 430 
episodes. It ran till 1973.

When it became clear 
“Bonanza” was winding 
down its long run, Landon 
began developing for televi-
sion the “Little on the Prai-
rie” series of books that had 
been popular in the 1930s 
by author Laura Ingalls 
Wilder (1867-1957).

Although not a West-
ern like “Bonanza,” “Little 
House” had enough rural 
themes and took place in 
the post-Civil War era as 
well, so audiences only had 
a gentle leap to make with 
Landon into the new series. 
In addition, “Little House” 
had a large ensemble cast 
of adults and children, so 
Landon, although techni-
cally the marquee star, did 
not have to shoulder the 

whole show and could con-
centrate on his producing, 
directing and writing du-
ties.

“Little House” ran for 
nine seasons and ended 
production in 1983.

Landon had another se-
ries, “Highway to Heaven,” 
ready to premiere in 1984. 
Leaving the period dramas 
behind, Landon played the 
role of Jonathan, an angel 
on probation sent back to 
Earth. “Highway to Heav-
en” ran for five seasons.

After “Highway” end-
ed, Landon developed some 
movies and had another 
series, “Us,” in production, 
but in early 1991 he was 
diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer. He famously ap-
peared on “The Tonight 
Show with Johnny Carson” 
May 9, 1991, to denounce 
tabloid rumors and vowed 

to fight the disease.
He died July 1, 1991.
Although it is now 

more than 20 years since 
his death, Landon is fondly 
remembered for his con-
sistent acting in family-
friendly television series 
and gentle admonishments 
for both religious and ra-
cial tolerance.

Notable quote: “I want 
people to laugh and cry, not 
just sit and stare at the TV. 
Maybe I’m old-fashioned, 
but I think viewers are 
hungry for shows in which 
people say something mean-
ingful.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

‘Little Prairie’ star Michael Landon born in Forest Hills
COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Next mayor needs to have experience in management

N
ew York has had 
its share of crises 
in the past decade: 
Sept. 11, the Great 

Recession and Hurricane 
Sandy. Who leads the city 
during times of crisis — 
and relative calm — is im-
portant  and that person’s 
ability and experience as a 
manager and leader is par-
amount.

When we pick the next 
mayor this fall, it is impor-
tant to focus on manage-
ment skills and style.

The last two occu-
pants of City Hall, Michael 
Bloomberg and Rudy Giu-
liani, had strong manage-
ment backgrounds, but 
their styles were different.

Management skills 
are tough to quantify or 

define precisely, but to me 
it is about recruiting tal-
ented managers, giving 
them clear direction, com-
manding their respect and 
knowing when to empower 
or replace them.

Giuliani came to Gra-
cie Mansion after a stint 
as a crime-fighting U.S. at-
torney. He hired deputies 
and staff who were hard-
charging, fiercely loyal and 
as determined as their boss 
to prove that New York was 
governable.

From 1993-97, Giu-
liani’s turnaround man-
agement skills were just 
the tonic New York needed, 
his strong team helped 
drive down crime and the 
welfare rolls and the city 
became a more livable and 
desirable place.

Bloomberg, much less 
a micro-manager than Giu-
liani, hired great people, 
including Patti Harris, Dan 
Doctoroff, Kevin Sheekey 
and Edward Skyler, to form 

his inner circle. The leader-
ship skills he honed build-
ing Bloomberg LP into a 
booming company were 
proof that he could lead a 
city of 8 million residents 
with  a $42 billion budget 
back then.

And now we come to 
this year’s crop of mayoral 
contenders. A few have 
impressive management 
backgrounds while others 
have résumés so thin that 
it leaves one dreading the 
next four years.

None of the Democratic 
contenders has any impres-
sive private sector manage-
ment experience nor the 
forceful management style 
of a candidate cut from Giu-
liani’s cloth.

Bill Thompson had a 
fairly strong run as comp-
troller and has recently 
worked in the private sec-
tor. To many, however, his 
mild manner gives them 
pause. But in the current 
crop of candidates, his nu-

anced positions and lack 
of personal drama are re-
freshing to the reality show 
swirling around him.

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn has a 
mixed record. On the debit 
side of the ledger is the 
slush fund scandal and the 
term limits power grab. She 
also seems to have the per-
sonality of a vice president 
or deputy mayor, almost al-
ways following rather than 
leading.

To Quinn’s credit, how-
ever, she has managed an 
unruly legislative body for 
eight years, is not thought 
of as a pushover and has 
taken some unpopular 
stands.

Anthony Weiner has a 
pretty dubious reputation 
as a manager. A recent New 
York Times piece about 
him pointed out his revolv-
ing-door staff and confus-
ing management style. Not 
a promising background 
for the potential leader of a 

city with a $70 billion bud-
get that employs more than 
300,000 people.

Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio and City Comptroller 
John Liu have had citywide 
offices just long enough to 
leapfrog to a mayoral run 
and nothing in either of 
their résumés gives one 
confidence that their man-
agement skills can handle 
being the chief executive of 
a large metropolis.

On the Republican 
side, management skills 
are more evident. John 
Catsimatidis is a self-made 
billionaire and has run a 
large chain of companies 
from supermarkets to oil 
refineries to aviation enter-
prises.

Joe Lhota, besides a 
stint as Giuliani’s deputy 
mayor, has been successful 
on Wall Street and as an ex-
ecutive at Madison Square 
Garden. But, like Quinn, 
he has to convince people 
he is more than a second 

banana.
What is a confused vot-

er to do? Well, think of the 
chaos in New York in the 
late 1960s and ’70s, when we 
had a charismatic but man-
agement-challenged mayor, 
or when his successor, a 
mild-mannered former 
comptroller, plunged the 
city to near bankruptcy.

Who we pick to succeed 
Giuliani and Bloomberg 
as New York’s chief execu-
tive matters. Who do you 
want making the tough 
decisions that lie ahead on 
public safety, education, 
labor contracts and infra-
structure rebuilding — the 
pandering career politician 
or someone who has a firm 
backbone as a manager?

Tom Allon was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate 
in 2013 before he left the race 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.
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FULLY TRANSFERABLE LIFETIME WARRANTY 
“FADE-PROOF” COLOR GUARANTEE 

PLUS… Color Throughout Every Cambridge Paver

Plan Your Total Patio Makeover With Cambridge!
FULLY-ASSEMBLED & PRE-PACKAGED KITS

www.cambridgepavers.com

Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010)

FREE 

*Shown is a Cambridge Pavingstone without ArmorTec.

(DISTRIBUTOR AREA)

FREE 

60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378  718.478.2700
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Elected officials joined 
MTA Long Island Rail Road 
President Helena Williams 
last week to announce the 
start of a ridership survey 
that will determine the vi-
ability of reopening the 
Elmhurst LIRR station.

U.S. Reps. Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) and City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) stood along-
side Williams June 21 in 
Elmhurst at the corner of 
Broadway and Whitney Av-
enue, the site of the former 
station, emphasizing the 
significance of the LIRR 
survey and calling on area 
residents to participate.

Officials said restor-
ing the Elmhurst LIRR sta-
tion will not only provide 
residents with an alterna-
tive means of transporta-
tion, but will create jobs 
in the community, provide 

an economic boost to small 
businesses and will allow 
New Yorkers to experience 
Elmhurst’s rich diversity 
and culture.

“When this station 
was closed, people thought 
Elmhurst was done and 
over with,” Dromm said. 
“Now we see the revitaliza-
tion going on in the com-
munity.”

The original station 
site, on Broadway between 
Cornish and Whitney av-
enues, was closed and de-
molished in 1985 due to a 
reported decrease in rider-
ship following significant 
changes to train schedules 
that made the station unat-
tractive to commuters.

Since the station’s 
closure, officials said, 
Elmhurst’s growing popu-
lation has suffered from 
a lack of efficient public 
transit into Manhattan. 
Crowley pointed out that 
according to 2010 census 
data, Elmhurst and East 

Elmhurst are home to one 
of the most diverse popula-
tions in the country, a trend 
that will likely continue in 
the near future as the com-
munity continues to grow.

Officials announced 
that there will be two com-
ponents to the month-long 
survey, which will begin 
at the end of June. A writ-
ten survey will be issued 

in English, Spanish and 
Mandarin and will be 
mailed to households with-
in a half-mile radius of the 
station’s site at Broadway 
and Whitney Avenue. The 
second component will be 
a survey conducted in per-
son at strategically chosen 
sites, including nearby sub-
way stations and areas sur-
rounding Elmhurst Hospi-

tal Center.
Both will include ques-

tions about what means of 
transportation residents 
use, how often they travel, 
their mode of transporta-
tion and how they might 
avail themselves of LIRR 
service.

“This is an exciting, 
vibrant, diverse area,” 
Meng said. “This will help 
our business, our seniors, 
our whole neighborhood.”

Williams, who said 
she was excited about the 
survey, noted she hopes 
residents will take the time 
to voice their thoughts with 
the survey since officials 
need to see strong support 
from the community be-
fore making any final deci-
sions.

“We need to be sure 
before we commit to any in-
vestment to reopening the 
station — that’s about a $30 
million project, and we’d 
get the funding in our next 
capital program,” she said. 

Crowley and Dromm 
initially called on the LIRR 
to reopen the station in Jan-
uary 2012 and led a walking 
tour of the site with offi-
cials from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
to further explore the pos-
sibility of reopening the 
station two months later, 
followed by a town hall 
meeting with residents in 
April to discuss transpor-
tation issues within the 
community.

Crowley said reopen-
ing the station would not 
only result in job growth 
but improve residents’ ac-
cess to midtown Manhat-
tan.

“We know the people 
who live in this area want 
more transportation op-
tions, including LIRR ser-
vices,” Crowley said. “We 
need to invest in public 
transportation. Such in-
vestments are critical to 
the future of New York City, 
our state and our country.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley says reopening the Elmhurst LIRR station 
would result in job growth and improve residents’ access to mid-
town Manhattan. Photo by Chris Engelhardt

Survey to decide need for Elmhurst LIRR site

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Safe 

Fourth of July

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Community Board 1 
approved an application 
last week to allow Mount 
Sinai Hospital of Queens 
in Astoria to expand its 
facilities, a decision that 
hospital officials and com-
munity leaders said would 
benefit the community for 
years to come.

CB 1 unanimously vot-
ed in favor of the hospital’s 
request for minor zoning 
variances June 18, as well 
as an application for the 
construction of a six-story 
addition on property on the 
west side of Crescent Street 
between 30th Avenue and 
30th Road and partial reno-
vations of the existing hos-
pital building.

According to the pro-
posed plan – designed by 
NK Architects and Davis 

Brody Bond LLP — expan-
sions and upgrades are set 
for out-patient services as 
well as urgent care. In addi-
tion, the hospital will also 
expand its emergency de-
partment and observation 
unit, and will feature new 
imaging facilities and oper-
ating rooms.

CB 1 District Manager 
Lucille Hartmann said 
the board’s approval of the 
measure will ensure qual-

ity service and support 
for residents in Astoria, 
as well as those in nearby 
neighborhoods.

“This will better fit the 
community and also serve 
the hospital’s needs better,” 
she said.

Construction is slated 
to begin this fall. The ex-
pansion is set to be complet-
ed by 2016, with the hospital 
being fully operational by 
summer of the same year.

Mount Sinai Hospital of Queens in Astoria will construct a six-sto-
ry addition on property on the west side of Crescent Street be-
tween 30th Avenue and 30th Road.

CB 1 votes to expand 
Mount Sinai Hospital 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.   
Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.

*

OUR FAMILY MOTTO:

“The bitterness of poor quality 

will be long remembered after 

the sweetness of a low price is forgotten”

25% d

BEAUTIFUL PVC 
FENCE SALE!

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

Proudly Made

on Long Island

LEADING FABRICATORS OF WOOD AND PVC ON LONG ISLAND

HOSPITAL FOR SPECIAL SURGERY (HSS), renowned as 
a leader in orthopedic care, is serving more patients in Queens who 
prefer to see HSS doctors closer to home. The hospital recently 
completed a renovation of its Fresh Meadows office. 
Many sports enthusiasts know the hospital as team doctors for the New 
York Mets, the New York Football Giants, the New York Knicks, the 
New York Liberty, the New York Red Bulls and other teams. 
Doctors at HSS Queens 
offer services to those in 
the community who want 
the same high level of 
care that the Manhattan 
hospital is known for, 
without having to travel 
to the city.

Physicians at HSS Queens have been named 
“Best Doctors” in guide books and web sites that 
rate specialists based on peer surveys. 
HSS Queens is located in the Utopia Center on 
Union Turnpike. There is convenient metered 
parking on the street or in a garage at the site. The 
office is wheelchair accessible.

Most Major Insurance Plans 
Are Accepted

The doctors are highly specialized. 
Three orthopedic surgeons, a 
nonsurgical sports medicine 

physician, and a physiatrist in the 
Queens office have expertise in:

  Arthritis 
  Back Pain 
(nonsurgical 
treatment) 
  Knee and Hip 
  Joint 
Preservation 
  Joint 
Replacement

  Physical 
Medicine and 
Rehabilitation 
  Sports 
Medicine 
  Shoulder 
  Ankle Arthritis, 
Bowlegs, Knock 
Knees

OSRIC KING, MD
A Nonsurgical Sports Medicine 

Physician at HSS Queens

HSS Queens
176-60 Union Turnpike, Suite 190  
Fresh Meadows, New York 

Hospital for Special Surgery Queens  
Offers Services Close to Home
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The New York state 
Legislature approved a bill 
last week allowing the in-
stallation of speed cameras 
around 20 schools with doc-
umented speeding issues in 
the city.

The bill — passed June 
22 and sponsored by Senate 
Majority Coalition Leader 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) and 
state Assemblywoman Deb-
orah Glick (D-Manhattan) 
— authorizes the first-ever 
use of speed cameras with-
in a quarter-mile of schools. 
Drivers caught speeding by 
cameras will face $50 fines.

Officials said fines, 
in addition to existing red-
light cameras and contin-
ued aggressive enforcement 
of traffic laws, will enhance 
traffic safety throughout 
New York City. Roughly 
130 jurisdictions across 
the country currently use 
speed cameras to combat 
drivers who speed.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said that al-
though traffic fatalities in 
the city have fallen by more 
than 30 percent over the 
past decade, he noted that 
speeding remains the sin-
gle greatest contributing 
factor in traffic fatalities 
across the city and believes 
speed cameras will help 

save lives.
“If a driver strikes a 

child at 40 miles per hour, 
there is a 70 percent chance 
the child will be killed,” 
he said. “At 30 miles per 
hour, there is an 80 percent 
chance the child survives. 
Decreasing the number of 
drivers who speed is a prov-
en life-saving measure — 
and this legislation, which 
will place speed cameras at 
20 key locations throughout 
our city, will ensure that we 
continue to protect some of 
our most vulnerable New 
Yorkers.”

City Transportation 
Commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan, who lauded 
Klein and Glick for helping 
to put a “critical roadblock 
in front of dangerous driv-
ing,” said the city has seen 
record low traffic fatalities 
in the past five years — 
rates less than one-third of 
the national average and 
half that of other major cit-
ies. Speeding, however, led 
to 81 fatal traffic crashes in 
2012 and stands as a major 
issue on the radar of city of-
ficials, she said.

“The Legislature 
has clearly stated that the 
streets around our schools 
should be safe havens, 
not speed traps,” she said. 
“Speed cameras will help 
put a freeze frame on the 

No. 1 killer on our city’s 
roads.”

In March, the City 
Council approved a reso-
lution calling on the Leg-
islature to pass a law for 
a city speed camera pilot 
program that would test 20 
to 40 speed cameras at high-
risk locations.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), a sponsor of that bill, 
expressed enthusiasm after 
state lawmakers moved for-
ward with speed camera 
legislation, which, he said, 
will protect pedestrians, bi-
cyclists and motorists.

“The passage of the 
New York City Council’s 
[resolution] shows strong 
support for the implemen-
tation of a speed camera 
pilot program in our local 
neighborhoods,” he said. 
“Not only will the imple-
mentation of this program 
make New York City’s 
streets safer, but it will 
also actively save the lives 
of those we would have lost 
without them.”

The legislation will 
now head to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Speed cameras are coming to problematic areas near 20 schools thanks to the state Legislature.

Albany OKs cameras
for speeders at schools

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Elected officials, community 
leaders and representatives of 
the Sunnyside United Dogs Soci-
ety celebrated the reopening last 
week of Lou Lodati Park in Sun-
nyside, an event that overjoyed 
both dog owners and their four-
legged friends alike.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who 
spearheaded the ceremony, was 
joined by Queens Parks Commis-
sioner Dorothy Lewandowski, 
Community Board 2 Chairman 
Joseph Conley and dog owners 
and their canines Saturday for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony recog-
nizing the reopening of Lou Lo-
dati Park.

The $1.4 million renovation 
of the park, at 43rd Street and 
Skillman Avenue, was made pos-
sible with $700,000 secured by 
Van Bramer and another $700,000 
allocated by Borough President 
Helen Marshall.

The renovation, Van Bramer 

said, will provide a formal dog 
run, improved asphalt sports 
courts and new greenery through-
out the area. The new dog run is 
bordered by planting beds and 
includes space for small and large 
dogs with benches  and drinking 
fountains for the pets.

“The renovations of Lou Lo-
dati Park have transformed what 
was once only an asphalt field into 
a sprawling multifaceted facility 
which will be used by our local 
families, their children, seniors, 
dog owners and their four-legged 
friends,” Van Bramer said.

Last year, Van Bramer 
worked with the Parks Depart-
ment to break ground on the new-
ly redesigned park after work-
ing with community leaders and 
families to incorporate amenities 
in the area for neighborhood resi-
dents.

The existing basketball, soft-
ball and volleyball courts were 
resurfaced with new, color-sealed 
pavement to enhance the appear-
ance and durability of the courts, 

and the park’s dog run was de-
signed with the help of the Sun-
nyside United Dog Society.

Officials, including city 
Parks Commissioner Veronica 
White, lauded Van Bramer and 

Marshall for their efforts to en-
sure that the park was redesigned 
to better meet the needs of those 
in the community.

“Lou Lodati Park is now a 
great community amenity for 

Sunnyside residents, whether 
they have two legs or four,” White 
said. “Thanks to this renovation, 
they’ll have even more opportuni-
ties to have fun and stay in shape, 
with resurfaced sports courts and 
new dog runs.”

In a statement, Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn (D-
Manhattan) said the renovated 
park will serve as a lasting re-
source in the community, one 
residents and visitors will be able 
to enjoy for years to come.

“Lou Lodati Park has gone to 
the dogs, and that’s a good thing!” 
Quinn said. “Congratulations to 
every member of the Sunnyside 
community who will enjoy this 
beautifully renovated park with 
family, friends and dogs. The new 
dog run will be a great source of 
unleashed fun.”

Reach reporter Chris En-
gelhardt by e-mail at cengelhar-
dt@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) joins elected officials, community lead-
ers, dog owners and their canines for a ribbon-cutting ceremony recognizing the 
reopening of Lou Lodati Park. Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer

Sunnyside’s Lou Lodati Park fi nally goes to the dogs
Special ribbon-cutting ceremony ushers in reopening of renovated area for canines and owners  

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mt. St. Mary Cemetery
172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 6/28/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org
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BY JOE ANUTA

Southeast Queens cops col-
lared a murder suspect Monday 
following a weekend of violence, 
the NYPD said, while a woman 
was slashed in the throat early 
Tuesday in Queens Village.

Police arrested 17-year-old 
Andrew Benitez and charged 
him with fatally stabbing an-
other teen just a year older in 
Jamaica Saturday, according to 
the NYPD.

Benitez of South Jamaica is 
charged with murder and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, po-
lice said.

The slaying occurred at 
about 10:30 p.m., according to po-
lice, who were called to Jamaica 
near the corner of 150th Street and 
89th Avenue and found 18-year-
old Aaron Jefferson stabbed in 
the back.

The Rosedale resident was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital Center 
where he was pronounced dead.

Days later, friends and family 
had set up a memorial to the slain 
teenager, with heartfelt messages 
scrawled on posters hung above a 

group of candles.
Hours after the first murder, 

police responded to another ho-
micide in St. Albans.

At about 1 a.m. Saturday, cops 
received a report of shots fired at 
the corner of Farmers Boulevard 
and Jordan Avenue.

When they arrived, officers 
discovered 26-year-old Donte 
Smith, who lives nearby, with 
a single gunshot wound to the 

chest, the NYPD said.
EMS rushed Smith to Queens 

Hospital Center, where he was 
pronounced dead, police said.

Smith, too, was memorial-
ized by friends and family who 
remembered him in fond fare-
wells written near the scene of 
the crime.

The weekend murders were 
bookended by a separate series of 
grisly events.

Last Friday at about 9:30 
p.m., officers responded to a 
South Ozone Park street corner 
and found a woman’s decomposed 
body.

The Office of the Medical Ex-
aminer later collected the body 
from the corner of South Conduit 
Avenue and the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway and will determine the 
cause of death, the NYPD said.

Police were asking for the 
public’s help in identifying the 
woman, who has a green dragon 
or lizard tattoo on her upper left 
chest area and the words “Daddy 
Rock” on her right thigh.

Monday a 27-year-old man 
was fatally shot in Corona, ac-
cording to police, and early 
Tuesday morning, a Queens Vil-
lage woman was stabbed several 
times in the throat while she was 
coming home from work, accord-
ing to a report in the New York 
Post.

As the 36-year-old woman 
was standing not far from her car 
parked near the corner of 221st 
Street and 106th Avenue at about 
4:45 a.m., she was approached 
by a man in a black hoodie who 
stabbed her several times in the 
neck before fleeing empty-hand-
ed, according to the Post.

She was taken to North Shore 
University Hospital in critical 
condition, the newspaper said.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Friends and family of Donte Smith leave messages on a memorial for the slain 
26-year-old. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Violence marks fi rst summer weekend in Queens

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital’s home care and home hospice program 
have something that nobody else has: Calvary Hospital.

The stress, anxiety and loneliness that accompany the patient 
and their family at the end of life could be as 
tormenting as the physical pain itself. Calvary 
Hospital’s comprehensive, palliative approach keeps 
their patients and families safe and secure within the 
“Calvary Family”, never abandoning them…always 
protecting and guiding them through their entire 
end-of-life journey. This is because Calvary’s world-

renowned hospital is accessible whenever needed. So if the 
Calvary homecare or home hospice patient needs to be 
brought into a hospital, we are there waiting for them. 
Instantly and effortlessly. And because the homecare 
staff has the same expert training as the hospice staff, 
the care is consistent, and the journey is seamless. It is 
a unique Continuity of Care that has made Calvary the 
gold standard, and the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

h i l i ibl h d danxiety and loneliness that accompany the

Police release a photo and illustra-
tion of a tattoo found on the body of 
a partially decomposed woman. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

104th Precinct: Crime down, car accidents up
BY BIANCA FORTIS

 
Capt. Christopher Manson, 

who has been with the 104th 
Precinct since January, said his 
and the 83rd Precinct in Brook-
lyn have been working together 
to stop a violent robbery pattern 
along the Ridgewood-Bushwick 
border.

At a news briefing last Fri-
day, the captain said Eric San-
tiago, 19, along with a 15-year-old 
were arrested in connection with 
at least 11 robberies beginning 
April 20. The most recent one oc-
curred June 2. The two suspects 
were charged with robbery; Man-
son said the pattern has quieted 
down after the arrests.

 Manson said a group of two 
to five males, described as His-
panic, had been targeting indi-
viduals who are often intoxicated 
walking home in the early morn-
ing hours. The suspects then 
rob the victims, sometimes after 
punching them in the head, he 
said. They steal their personal 
items, including cell phones and 
jewelry, according to the captain.

He also addressed the June 
3 double homicide in which a 
Ridgewood couple was murdered 
with a blunt object. There have 
been no arrests. Manson said the 
case was being investigated, but 
he would not provide any other 
details.

In other news from the pre-
cinct, which covers Ridgewood, 
Glendale, Middle Village and 
Maspeth, he said crime in the 
precinct is down 7.1 percent from 
this time last year. Burglaries 
are down 11 percent while robber-
ies are down 15.5 percent, he said. 
There have been eight rapes this 
year compared to seven last year, 
and three murders this year, com-
pared to zero this time last year.

In the realm of traffic, there 
have been 1,877 automobile acci-
dents so far, which is an increase 
of 9 percent from last year. Man-
son said there have been 111 DWIs 
so far, compared to 88 last year, an 
increase of 36 percent. There have 
been three pedestrian deaths, 
which were all determined to be 
the fault of the pedestrian.

Manson said the precinct 

uses special operations to target a 
specific traffic issue — texting.

Officer Otoniel Jimenez, who 
works in community affairs, said 
it used to be alcohol that was the 

biggest concern for driving safety, 
but now it is cellphones.

Manson said there is not one 
particular age group that sends 
texts while driving.

“It’s everyone,” he said. “It’s 
not a particular age group or sex 
or race.”

The development in technol-
ogy has been a significant prob-
lem for law enforcement, Manson 
said. Electronic devices cause 
distractions while driving, but 
they have also led to increased 
thefts of individual items.

“It happens everywhere,” 
Manson said about the thefts. “It 
can happen here or it can happen 
in a little town in Missouri.”

Manson said the thefts would 
decrease if people paid more at-
tention to their surroundings or 
took simple steps to secure their 
possessions, such as not leaving 
valuables in open sight in an un-
locked car.

“You’d be surprised what 
could happen if people just used 
the slightest bit of common 
sense,” he said.

Reach reporter Bianca Fortis 
by email at bfortis@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Crime in the 104th precinct is down 7.1 percent, according to Capt. Christopher 
Manson.
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BY CALVIN PRASHAD

A Queens LGBT artist 
and activist required seven 
staples to his head after 
an assault by performers 
shouting homophobic slurs 
outside a Richmond Hill bar 
Sunday night in full view of 
several witnesses from his 
LGBT advocacy group.

Mohamed Zaman 
Amin, who recorded a vid-
eo immediately after the 
attack, said he was pum-
meled by members of a per-
forming group at Players 
Bar and Restaurant, at 129-
09 Liberty Ave.

A metal trophy, used 
as a weapon by one of the 
patrons in the assault, in-
flicted the most serious 
of Amin’s injuries, a lac-
eration that required seven 
staples and hospitalization, 
he said. Witnesses claim 
the bar’s bouncers did not 
intervene during the as-
sault and allowed the pa-
trons to leave the premises.

Amin was there to 
support his brother’s boy-
friend, who had entered a 
cooking competition held 
at the bar.

During the judging of 
the cooking competition, a 
patron allegedly made de-
rogatory comments about 
the presence of Amin and 
his friends, who belong to 
a local Caribbean LGBT ac-
tivist group known as Chut-
ney Pride.

Amin objected to those 
comments, which drew at-
tention to the group’s sexu-
al orientation.

 The incident is under 
investigation by the city 
Police Department’s Hate 

Crimes Task Force.
The owner of the bar 

did not respond to requests 
for comment.

After the announce-
ment of the winners, a mem-
ber of a Tassa drumming 
group, which was hired to 
provide entertainment at 

the club that night, alleg-
edly dragged Amin and 
his brother outside, where 
members of that group 
were engaged in an alterca-
tion with Amin’s friends. 
the witnesses said.

In the ensuing scuffle, 
the assailant allegedly 

seized a trophy won by 
one of Amin’s friend in the 
cooking contest and used 
it to strike him, witnesses 
said. 

Queens Caribbean 
LGBT and South Asian 
activists, outraged over 
graphic photos of Amin’s 

bloodied face in the video 
he made immediately after 
the attack, planned to rally 
for justice outside Players 
this week    to hold busi-
nesses accountable for the 
safety of their patrons.

In a press release is-
sued by Chutney Pride, Mo-
hamed Q. Amin — Zaman 
Amin’s brother — called 
the violence unacceptable, 
noting that anti-gay hate 
“plagues our community 
and makes it an unsafe 
place to be.”

After a spate of violent 
hate crimes across New 
York City, activists are urg-
ing the LGBT community to 
be aware of their surround-
ings, seek out safe spaces 
and to prepare an exit strat-
egy if they feel unsafe.

 In a statement, the 
Amin family expressed 
their faith in the 106th Pre-
cinct’s  ability to investi-
gate the attack.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The state Senate has 
approved Thomas Pren-
dergast as chairman of the 
MTA.

Prendergast had 
served as Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
interim executive director 
since Dec. 31, when Joseph 
Lhota resigned to run for 
mayor.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
nominated him as MTA 
chairman April 12.

“As interim execu-
tive, Tom was vital to the 
recovery of the MTA after 
Superstorm Sandy and will 
continue to play a crucial 
role in making the MTA 
more modern, efficient and 

storm-ready,” Cuomo said.
Sen. Charles Fuschillo 

Jr. (R-Merrick), chairman 
of the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee, praised 

Prendergast’s “extensive 
professional experience, 
both within the MTA and 
in other public and private 
sector transportation posi-
tions.”

Prendergast becomes 
the seventh MTA chairman 
since 1996, in a succession 
that includes Lhota, Jay 
Walder, Dale Hemmerding-
er, Peter Kalikow, Virgil 
Conway and Peter Stangl.

  Former Bronx Bor-
ough President Fernando 
Ferrer had been the acting 
MTA chairman until Pren-
dergast was approved.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The death toll from 

Hurricane Sandy has risen 
to 44 in the city after a man 
found dead in his home was 
determined to be a victim 
of the storm.

Keith Lancaster, 62, 
was discovered inside his 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard trailer in April.

The city Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner 
announced Monday that 
an autopsy revealed Lan-
caster’s cause of death 
was accidental drowning. 
Clues that he died during 
the hurricane included a 
5-foot-high waterline in the 
trailer, a spokeswoman for 
the medical examiner said.

No one claimed the 

body and Lancaster was 
buried on Hart Island in a 
potter’s field.

His death raised the 
number of people in Queens 
who died as a result of the 
storm to 12, including 10 in 
the Rockaways.

The New York Times 
reported that neighbors 
found his body five months 
after the hurricane when 
they suspected he had died 
in the storm.

Another victim of Hurricane Sandy, which ravaged the 
Rockaways and other parts of the city in October, was identified 
this week, bringing the death toll from the storm to 44. 

AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

Players Bar and Restaurant in Richmond Hill is the scene of an alleged bias crime. 
Photo by Calvin Prashad

Rockaway man identifi ed 
as 44th Hurricane victim

Prendergast named chairman
of MTA after getting Senate OK

Rich Hill man attacked over his sexuality
LGBT activist Mohamed Amin dragged outside Players bar, hit with trophy won in cooking contest

THOMAS PRENDERGAST

MOHAMED ZAMAN AMIN
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Nearly two years since 
the Maspeth Bypass was 
implemented, residents 
say truck traffic still is a 
nuisance in their neighbor-
hood.

About 45 people stood 
on the corner of 64th Street 
and Flushing Avenue last 
Thursday morning to pro-
test the truckers who cut 
through Queens to avoid 
traffic on the Long Island 
Expressway.

And they counted the 
many trucks that passed 
by: Within one-hour period 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., 
about 275 trucks had driven 
through the intersection.

“Multiply that by 12 
hours a day, and that’s a lot 
of traffic,” said Roe Daraio, 
president of the COMET 
Civic Association

Illegal truck traffic 
has been a problem for 
years and activists say it is 
a quality of life issue.

“We’re inhaling diesel 

fumes, you can’t cross the 
street safely — I don’t know 
what people with young 
kids do — and the noise 
is unbearable,” Loraine 
Donohue said.

Other times truck-
ers get lost navigating the 
neighborhood or get stuck 
in major intersections.

In response to com-
plaints, the Maspeth By-

pass was implemented 
in October 2011 after a 
$500,000 study and a decade 
of debate. It was designed 
to route traffic around the 
residential and commercial 
portions of the community 
by introducing new traffic 
patterns.

But almost two years 
later, civic leaders say it is 
not working. Truck driv-

ers outright ignore the by-
pass, even when they are 
not making local deliver-
ies. And activists say they 
believe truckers are pass-
ing through in the middle 
of the night to avoid police 
enforcement.

Daraio said the pur-
pose of the protest was to 
let residents know COMET 
is working to address the 

problem and to bring atten-
tion to city officials that the 
bypass route needs work.

But the truckers no-
ticed the protest, too, and 
some of the drivers honked 
at protesters and gave them 
the finger.

“Well, they saw our 
signs and heard our whis-
tles, and they’re like, ‘Up 
your nose with a rubber 
hose,’” Donohue said.

COMET believes the 
problem lies in a lack of en-
forcement. The civic mem-
bers want more NYPD units 
equipped to stop truck driv-
ers and they want judges 
in traffic court to enforce 
the summonses written to 
truckers.

“If you can save an 
hour by cutting through 
here and all you risk is 
a slap on the wrist, what 
would you rather do?” 
Daraio said. “What good is 
a law if it’s not enforced?”

A representative of 
the city Department of 
Transportation said the 

DOT works closely with the 
freight industry and the 
NYPD to develop and dis-
tribute educational materi-
als to both police officers 
and truckers. The DOT is 
also asking for input from 
truckers on the Maspeth 
Bypass route so that the 
next one, which is being de-
veloped, will be better.

Capt. Christopher 
Manson said the NYPD 
plans to install better signs 
directing traffic and is con-
sidering implementing a 
temporary weigh station 
for trucks.

But, he said, it will 
take time to address the 
problem.

“This has been a prob-
lem since probably the 
1920s,” Manson said, point-
ing out that the area lies be-
tween Long Island and the 
heart of Brooklyn. “And it 
will probably be here until 
2220. We can try to lessen it, 
but it won’t go away.”

A truck passes through the intersection of 64th Street and Flushing Avenue, part of a stream of traf-
fic residents say should be using the city’s Long Island Expressway bypass plan instead. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

Bypass route fails to stem Maspeth truck traffi c
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Come in today  
and get your  
FREE* gift!

* Free without obligation  
while supplies last.

Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York (HIPIC) and EmblemHealth 
Services Company, LLC, are EmblemHealth companies. Coverage subject to an application and meeting program eligibility criteria. For 
more information about Medicaid Managed Care and Family Health Plus programs, call New York Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678. 
For more information about Child Health Plus, Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 1-855-693-6765. Some 
children who had employer-based health insurance within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll 
in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage.

NOW I CAN.

I couldn’t get 
health insurance.

MEDICAID MANAGED CARE 

OFFERED BY EMBLEMHEALTH.

ENROLLMENT CENTERS  

NEAR YOU:

Flushing North Medical Offices

140-15 Sanford Ave 
1st Floor, Area G
Flushing, NY 11355
Languages Spoken: 
English/Chinese/Korean/Spanish

Elmhurst Medical Offices

86-15 Queens Boulevard
Elmhurst, NY 11373
Languages Spoken:  
English/Spanish/Hindi/Urdu

Astoria Medical Offices

31-75 23rd Street 
2nd Floor 
Astoria, NY 11106
Languages Spoken:  
English/Spanish/Hindi/Urdu

FULL RANGE of primary care doctors and specialists, including dentists

ONE OF THE LARGEST networks in our New York  
service area — means greater access to care

EASY TO APPLY by calling or visiting an enrollment center

You may qualify for New York State-sponsored FREE 

OR LOW-COST health care coverage.

Es posible que usted califique para la cobertura de atención médica  
de bajo costo o gratuita patrocinada por el estado de Nueva York.

SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE. 
CALL 1-888-432-8032 (TTY/TDD: 711) 

OR VISIT flushingnews.nowicanhealth.com

EmblemHealth received the HIGHEST OVERALL  

SCORE of all Medicaid plans in the New York State 

Department of Health’s 2012 Quality Incentive Program.
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Good only for fresh fruits and vegetables—vale solamente para frutas y vegetales. Not redeemable for cash. No change made. Only redeemable
at authorized farmers’ markets. Not good at supermarkets, grocery stores, or roadside stands. 

— at —

— and — 

* Beginning in July and while supplies last

Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene

Human Resources 
Administration

Mayor’s Obesity 
Task Force
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Calcium and vitamin 
D are frequently touted for 
their ability to improve 
bone health. While consum-
ing foods rich in vitamin D 
and calcium is especially 
important for aging women, 
both vitamin D and calcium 
also help to keep the body 
strong and vital at any age.

Calcium and vitamin 
D help fi ght bone loss, and 
not just in older women. 
Younger, active women need 
it to prevent stress fractures 
and other bone injuries. 
A 2008 study reviewed the 
health of 5,000 female U.S. 
Navy recruits, and those 
who did not take additional 
calcium and vitamin D were 
25 percent more likely to suf-
fer a stress fracture. A stress 
fracture is a small fracture 
of a bone caused by repeated 
physical strain. Gymnasts, 
runners, and even marching 
soldiers can suffer such frac-
tures even if they are other-
wise healthy.

Calcium is also needed 
for other parts of the body. 

The National Institutes of 
Health Osteoporosis and 
Related Bone Diseases Na-
tional Resource Center says 
calcium is necessary for the 
heart, muscles, and nerves 
to function properly. It also 
helps blood to clot. Fur-
thermore, pregnant women 
need ample calcium in their 
diets in order to supply cal-
cium to a growing fetus. If a 
pregnant woman does not 
get enough calcium through 
diet, the baby will draw it 
from the mom’s own bones, 
threatening the mother’s 
health while leading to bone 
fragility and increasing her 
risk of fractures.

Calcium and vitamin 
D work in conjunction. Al-
though a balanced diet may 
provide enough calcium, 
many times, high levels of 
salt and protein in one’s diet 
can increase calcium excre-
tion through the kidneys. 
Also, people who have an in-
tolerance to lactose may not 
be getting the calcium they 
need. Vitamin D is neces-

sary for the body to absorb 
calcium. Without vitamin 
D, a woman cannot produce 
enough calcitriol, impairing 
calcium absorption from her 
diet. In turn, the body will 
take calcium from stores in 
existing bone, weakening 
them and preventing the for-
mation of strong, new bone.

Women who may have 
been defi cient in vitamin D 
and calcium can develop os-
teoporosis and other bone-
loss conditions as they age. 
Thanks to osteoporosis, half 
of all women over the age of 
50 will have a fracture of the 
hip, wrist, or vertebra dur-
ing their lifetime, according 
to the U.S. National Library 
of Medicine. A drop in estro-
gen at the time of menopause 
can contribute to bone loss. 
Drinking large amounts of 
alcohol, maintaining a low 
body weight, and smoking 
can each cause osteoporosis.

In order to maintain bone 
and body health, there are 
certain dietary intake rec-
ommendations. Adults un-
der age 50 should consume 
between 1,000 and 1,300 
milligrams of calcium and 
roughly 600 IU of vitamin D 
daily. Calcium can be found 
in dairy products as well as 
in salmon, shellfi sh, brazil 
nuts, dried beans, and green, 
leafy vegetables. Vitamin D 
is found in fi sh, eggs and for-
tifi ed milk. Vitamin D can 
also form when the body is 
exposed to sunlight. 

Consuming enough cal-
cium and vitamin D can 
help a woman’s body stay 
healthy as she ages.  

CALCIUM & 
VITAMIN D
important
throughout life

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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To some people, dairy’s 
reputation for contribut-
ing to high cholesterol and 
weight gain is a miscon-
ception that’s hard to let go 
of. But dairy’s detractors 
should know that the right 
dairy products enjoyed in 
moderation can actually be 
good for your health for a 
variety of reasons.

Consuming dairy prod-
ucts as part of a nutrient-
rich diet is important for in-
dividuals of all ages. Dairy 
products have many nutri-
ents and vitamins essential 
to good health. Calcium, 
protein, phosphorus, potas-
sium, and supplemented 
vitamins A and D are all 
nutrients the body needs. 
Calcium, for example, is 
necessary to build and 
maintain strong bones.

Osteoporosis, a condi-

tion wherein the bones 
weaken and are more sus-
ceptible to injury, can af-
fect anyone, but it is par-
ticularly common among 
women age 50 and older. 
The National Institutes of 
Health say as many as half 
of all women and a quarter 
of men older than 50 will 
break a bone due to osteopo-
rosis. To keep bones strong, 
health professionals recom-
mend eating a diet rich in 
calcium and vitamin D — 
both of which are found in 
dairy products.

Eating low-fat dairy 
products can reduce a per-
son’s risk of developing 
cancer. Studies have shown 
that populations that eat 
a high amount of calcium-
rich foods have a lower inci-
dence of colorectal cancer. 
According to child health 

authority Dr. Sears, calcium 
controls the multiplication 
of epithelial cells lining the 
colon. Fast multiplication of 
these cells increases a per-
son’s risk of developing can-
cer. The best sources of cal-
cium include bony fi sh and 
dairy products like yogurt.

Dairy products, espe-
cially milk, are also essen-
tial for different health ben-
efi ts. Drinking milk helps 
protect the enamel surface 
of teeth against acidic sub-
stances. This helps prevent 
tooth decay and weakening 
enamel.

Milk and other dairy 
products might also help 
maintain healthy skin.

Dairy also plays a role in 
digestive health. Consump-
tion of milk products may 
help in reducing acidity in 
the stomach. Yogurts with 

active cultures have been 
known to promote healthy 
digestion and alleviate oc-
casional irregularity.

Individuals with lactose 
intolerance, a food sensitiv-
ity where there are inad-
equate levels of lactase in 
the body necessary to break 
down the lactose sugar in 
dairy products, may avoid 
dairy foods. However, infor-
mation from the Wisconsin 
Milk Marketing Board says 
that those with a lactose in-
tolerance can still handle 
at least two cups of milk a 
day if taken with food and 
spread throughout the day. 
Research also indicates that 
consuming small amounts 
of lactose-containing foods 
may improve lactose toler-
ance over time.

Dairy products, like 
milk, cheese, yogurt, 

creams, and even ice cream, 
can provide much of the 
daily recommended allow-
ances of vital vitamins and 

minerals. Low-fat dairy 
products are important 
components of a healthy 
diet. 

Enjoy dairy for good health

In recent years, many 
advances have been 
made in the treatment 
of chronic, non-healing 
wounds and so is the need 
for them.  Today, people 
are living longer, and with 
an increase in an older 
population also come 
an increase in chronic 
conditions that can lead 
to chronic wounds. The 
most common culprit is 
diabetes.

Diabetes ravages the 
body in many ways.  Vis-
ible complications of the 
disease include open ul-
cers and wounds on the 
feet and lower legs.  For 
many, these afflictions 
and related complications 
often lead to lower extrem-

ity amputation (LEA).  In 
the United States, it is 
estimated that every 30 
seconds a lower limb is 
amputated because of a 
diabetic wound.

Non-healing wounds 
of the diabetic foot, in 
particular, are consid-
ered one of the most sig-
nificant complications of 
diabetes, representing a 
major worldwide medical, 
social, and economic bur-
den.  Eighty-five percent 
of diabetes-related ampu-
tations were preceded by 
the appearance of a foot 
ulcer.  If not aggressively 
treated, these wounds can 
lead to amputation.   

Chronic wound man-
agement can present may 

challenges for healthcare 
providers.  In an ideal 
world, patients and their 
caregivers would take the 
necessary precautions, 
such as nutritional sup-
port or pressure reduc-
tion to prevent the de-
velopment of ulcers.  As 
many of us have seen, 
however, patients are of-
ten their own worst en-
emies in these matters.  
When wounds persist, 
a specialized and holis-
tic approach is required 
for healing.  Wound care 
healing has benefited 
from the development of 
devices and dressings 
over the years that more 
effectively assist with 
wound healing.

The Wound Care Cen-
ter at Flushing Hospi-
tal Medical Center is a 
state-of-the-art unit that 
provides specialized, in-
terdisciplinary wound 
care to patients who suf-
fer from non-healing 
or chronic wounds. De-
signed to bring techni-
cally advanced, surgi-
cally-oriented wound care 
to patients whose wounds 
are resistant to tradi-
tional forms of treatment, 
the center is staffed with 
wound care certified RNs, 
plastic surgeons, general 
surgeons, podiatrists, 
and vascular surgeons. 
It currently boasts a suc-
cess rate of 91%, which is 
above the national aver-

age, and has expanded to 
a six-bed unit to better ac-
commodate its growing 
number of patients. 

The Wound Care Cen-
ter at Flushing Hospital 
offers a variety of spe-
cialty dressings, V.A.C. 
therapy, and evaluation 
for and referral to hyper-
baric therapy if needed. 
Also offered are Apligraf 
therapy and MediHoney 
dressings. MediHoney 
dressings are honey 
dressings that have 
proven to be very suc-
cessful for certain types 
of non-healing wounds. 
Apligraf therapy is a rev-
olutionary tissue regen-
eration therapy that uses 
actual living skin to treat 

non-healing wounds.
As the prevalence, 

complexity and incidence 
of chronic wounds contin-
ues to increase, so does 
the need for specialized 
wound care expertise that 
employees an evidence-
based approach. Flushing 
Hospital’s Wound Care 
Center works with refer-
ring physicians and pro-
vides them with regular 
updates on their patient’s 
healing progress, and 
notifies them once treat-
ment is completed and 
their patients are healed.

For more information 
on the Wound Care Center 
at Flushing Hospital or to 
schedule an appointment, 
call 718-670-4542.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

HOW SPECIALIZED WOUND Care Helps 
Reduce Costs by Preventing Amputations
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When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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Arthritis affects mil-
lions of people and can be a 
debilitating condition that 
affects a person’s mobility 
and quality of life. 

The word “arthritis” re-
fers to more than 100 sepa-
rate medical conditions 
that affect the musculoskel-
etal system and specifi cally 
the joints. According to 
the Arthritis Foundation, 
arthritis-related joint prob-
lems cause pain, stiffness, 
infl ammation, and damage 
to joint cartilage (the tough, 
smooth tissue that covers 
the ends of the bones, en-
abling them to glide against 
one another) and surround-
ing structures. Such dam-
age can lead to joint weak-
ness, instability, and visible 
deformities that, depend-
ing on the location of joint 
involvement, can interfere 
with the most basic daily 

tasks, including walking, 
climbing stairs, using a 
computer keyboard, cutting 
food, or brushing teeth.

Arthritis has no cure, 
though medications and 
physical therapy may be pre-
scribed to help manage pain 
and improve mobility. There 
are many different medicines 
that may be used to treat ar-
thritis. Here is a look at some 
of the most common.

Topical pain relievers

These drugs are applied 
to areas of concern and are 
absorbed by the body to re-
lieve pain. They are gener-
ally effective for people who 
have mild symptoms in just 
a few areas of the body.

Anti-inf lammatory 

pain relievers

These pain medicines 
may be over-the-counter or 
prescription drugs. Ibupro-
fen and acetaminophen are 

common painkillers, as are 
nonsteroidal anti-infl am-
matory drugs. Prescription 
doses may be helpful for 
more painful symptoms.

Narcotic pain relievers

For pain that is not con-
trolled by anti-infl amma-
tory pain relievers and other 
methods, arthritis sufferers 

may be prescribed narcotic 
drugs that are more potent. 
While effective, narcotic 
drugs are addictive. They 
also may cause side effects, 
including constipation.

Antidepressants

Some doctors prescribe 
antidepressants to relieve 
pain. It is not fully under-
stood how the medications 
affect the body’s interpre-
tation of pain, but the role 
of these drugs on brain 
chemicals may be the con-
nection. Drowsiness and 
dry mouth may occur from 
these drugs.

Steroids

For a variety of reasons, 
steroids are very useful at 
reducing infl ammation in 
the body. But prolonged use 
— especially when taken 
orally — can result in a num-
ber of side effects, including 
weight gain and acne break-

outs. Doctors try to avoid 
these problems by injecting 
the steroid into the affected 
joint or trying other medi-
cations in combination with 
steroids to keep the dose of 
steroids as low as possible.

Disease-modifying an-

tirheumatic drugs

These drugs are often 
used for diseases of the auto-
immune system, especially 
rheumatoid arthritis, psori-
atic arthritis or ankylosing 
spondylitis. These medica-
tions work by interfering 
with or suppressing the im-
mune system that attacks 
its own joints in people with 
these conditions. These 
medications can cause se-
rious side effects because 
they essentially slow down 
the body’s ability to fend off 
illnesses. But for some peo-
ple they are the best plan of 
attack for symptoms. 

Treatment options abound for arthritis sufferers

For women, the decision to 
have tubal ligation, or to get their 
“tubes tied,” is a difficult one to 
make, but that decision no longer 
needs to be a permanent one. Doc-
tors at Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center now offer a tubal rever-
sal procedure for women, giving 
them the opportunity to become 
pregnant again.

Tubal reversal is a simple, 
minimally invasive procedure 
that reconnects the fallopian 
tubes and restores their ability 
to function after a previous ster-
ilization procedure. The surgery 
is performed by trained doctors, 
who use specially designed in-
struments to gain access to the 

fallopian tubes. 
During tubal ligation, the fal-

lopian tubes on both the right 
and left side of the uterus are 
interrupted, with the intention 
of permanently preventing preg-
nancies. Up until recently, there 
was little hope of reversing this 
procedure. Now, through the tu-
bal reversal process, the ends of 
the damaged tubes can be recon-
structed and repaired, restoring 
a women’s fertility. Once the sur-
gery is complete, testing will be 
performed to make sure that the 
tubes are open or “patent.”

Dr. Khaled Zeitoun, Repro-
ductive Endocrinologist and In-
fertility Gynecologist, performs 

this procedure with great suc-
cess at Jamaica Hospital. “This 
procedure gives women a second 
chance at having a baby,” states 
Dr Zeitoun. “The effectiveness of 
tubal reversal is approximately 
above 50% and is a much more 
affordable fertility option than 
other procedures such as IVF (in 
vitro fertilization).”

While the overall success rate 
for conception is high for those 
who have tubal reversal surgery, 
there are some factors that affect 
this success, such as the degree 
of damage to the tubes during 
the original tubal ligation proce-
dure, the weight and health sta-
tus of the patient and other medi-

cal factors in the patient and the 
partner.

The procedure traditionally 
takes from 2-4 hours and recov-
ery time is minimal, with pa-
tients in most cases going home 
the same day. “In the majority of 
cases patients can try to become 
pregnant during their next ovu-
lation cycle and every cycle af-
ter that, which is another benefit 
when compared to other options 
which only allow patients one 
chance of conception,” explains 
Dr. Zeitoun.

To learn more about the tubal 
reversal procedure or to schedule 
an appointment with Dr. Zeitoun, 
please call 718-206-7642.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Tubal Reversal is Now an Option for 
Women who Want to Have a Baby
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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Dennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may apply. 
Reply STOP to opt-out. Terms and Privacy: 
help.mcommons.com/877877. We’ll text 
approximately 4 times per month.

Public School Press
The latest news from the NYC Department of Education

New Graduates, New Standards, New Era
Expectations Rising for Students As Historic School Year Ends

JUNE 2013

Talk about a well-deserved vacation.

Over a million students are completing a school 
year marked by historic changes.

Students in grades three through eight took 
the tough new state Common Core exams this 
year, which complemented the sweeping new 
curriculum standards. The more rigorous tests 
are a reflection of Schools Chancellor Dennis M. 
Walcott’s push to ensure that students be prepared 
for college and careers when they graduate.

Meanwhile, the seniors who graduate this month 
are the second class in city history required to pass 
five out of five required Regents exams at a 65 or 
higher. In previous years, high school students 
could pass some of these exams at a 55. 

The trend toward higher standards this year was 
no accident. 

“The new requirements are designed to ensure 
that more of our students are ready to tackle the 
challenges of college coursework and a competitive 
job market,” said Walcott. 

The more difficult Common Core exams will 
likely result in lower test scores next month in 
comparison with the older, easier state exams. But 
Walcott says that students will rise to the occasion.

Which is exactly what graduating seniors
have done.

Graduation statistics for 2012, released last week 
revealed that the graduation rate was less than one 
point shy of last year’s record figure. 

That means that the graduation rate in city public 
schools has risen by almost 40 percent since 2005, 
even as the graduation standards steadily climbed. 

Straight Talk from the 
Chancellor
Schools Chancellor Dennis M. Walcott 
responds to parents’ questions

Susan W
atts / N

ew
 York D

aily N
ew

s 

And far fewer students are dropping out – 
the rate has been cut by half since 2005.  

“These students have proven what we already 
knew – that they’re capable of great things when 
we expect more of them,” Walcott said. “I’m proud 
of them.”

What’s the bottom line on the new 
graduation rate?
Graduation rates for 2012 were a half point shy 
of last year’s historic figure. This, even as the state 
raised graduation standards. 
For the first time in 2012, New York State 
required students to score 65 or higher on all five 
required Regents exams in order to graduate. Just 
three years prior, students only needed to pass two 
out of five with a score of 65. 
Your child needs to graduate with 21st-century 
skills. If the state hadn’t changed the rules, our 

grad rate would have increased, but that wouldn’t 
be doing our students any favors—and they 
come first. 
My child passed the five required 
Regents exams with 
a 65. Is he college ready?
Although 65 is the minimum passing score, we 
recommend that students aim for at least a 75 on 
the English Regents and an 80 on a math Regents 
and that they get a 480 on the SAT in Reading 
and Math. A majority of the city’s graduates who 
enter college enroll at CUNY, and students who 
don’t earn these higher scores are at a disadvantage 
because they must take high school-level classes 
that include additional costs and often delay 
college graduation. 
There are other ways students can begin to prepare 
for college while in high school, including taking 
higher level Regents courses such as chemistry or 

advanced math, or taking college-level classes 
such as advanced placements or CUNY’s College 
Now courses. 
The school year’s almost over. Are there ways 
I can support my child’s education over the 
summer?
Absolutely, and it’s a great idea. Studies have 
shown that students who don’t continue reading 
and learning over the summer lose some of their 
skills and start the next school year behind. 
Educators call it the “summer slide,” but you 
can prevent it. Consider signing your child up 
for a free reading program at one of the City’s 
public libraries. You don’t need a library card to 
participate (visit summerreading.org). 

To find other educational opportunities, such 
as computer camps and science or performing 
arts programs, search NYC.gov for Summer 
Learning.
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It is a pleasure to present Natalia Zeid as our June 
student of distinction. Natalia is a rising senior at 
The Kew-Forest School in Forest Hills, which she has 
attended since the third grade. According to Mr. 
Arvin Shapiro, the Director of College Counseling 
and Student Support Services, Natalia has always 
been an eager student and during her time in The 
Kew-Forest School, “She has developed into the 
kind of young lady that makes The Kew-Forest 
student body such a special group of people.” 
While Natalia is an intrinsic member of the school, 
she is also an important and valued member of 
the community. Her attitude towards everything 
she does and towards those she interacts with has, 
what Mr. Shapiro says, “A domino effect on those 
around her. Her presence can cheer up a room full 
of students.” Natalia is determined, fl exible, willing, 
and displays true leadership qualities. Mr. Shapiro 
states, “Natalia is very easy to work with and every 
task is completed in a way that goes beyond our 
expectations.”

Natalia is President of The Kew-forest School’s 
Model United Nations Club. The club has been 
ranked as one of the top twenty-fi ve Model United 
Nations Schools in the North East region of the 
United Nations by “Best Delegate.” Best Delegate is 
an organization and online publication about Model 
United Nations that helps schools and students 
develop and improve their Model United Nations 
programs. During Natalia’s junior year, she won 
awards representing Sudan at the Harvard Model 
United Nations Conference. She then represented 
Bangladesh at the Rutgers Model United Nations 
Conference. Both are annual events. Natalia is also 
a member of the school’s K-F Mock Trial Team, an 
imitation of real court trials that simulates lower-
court trials. The idea of this extracurricular program 
is to allow students to participate in rehearsed trials 

in order to learn about the American legal system 
in a competitive environment. 

It is clear Natalia is talented when it comes to 
politics and law but she also displays a creative 
side. She is Editor of the school’s journalistic 
publication, “The Forester.” As well as being the 
editor, Natalia is also a writer. Her English teacher 
Mr. Frank Sauro states, “In the years I’ve taught 
her and in the years since, Natalia has improved 
her structured writing skills and developed into an 
excellent writer.” It is her fi ne writing that enabled 
her to be published in The Anthology of Poetry 
by Young Americans, an annual publication that 
features a selection of poems and short stories in 
a celebration of the best young writers in America. 
Natalia has also been published in the school’s 
own poetry publication “Rhyme and Verse.”  

Aside from her studies, Natalia displays a caring 
and selfl ess attitude towards her fellow students, 
particularly the younger ones. As a Peer Mentor 
in the Kew-Forest School, she supplies guidance to 
freshmen students, which gives them the necessary 
support to make a positive and happy transition 

from middle school. Natalia volunteered in the 
Youth Services Opportunity Project (YSOP), which 
is committed to helping young people solve societal 
problems through actions that in turn make a huge 
difference in the lives of homeless people and 
others they help. Natalia is also a part of Children 
of Bellevue, where she works with sick children at 
Bellevue Hospital. 

In addition to all her extracurricular activities, 
Natalia is an active participant in various sporting 
activities in The Kew-Forest School. She takes part 
in swimming, track, crew, and volleyball. The Kew-
Forest School girl’s varsity volleyball team, that 
Natalia is a member of, has won the Independent 
Private and Parochial School Athletic League 
Championships (more commonly known as the 
I.P.P.S.A.L.S) for the past two years in a row. In 
addition, Natalia is a dancer and regularly attends 
“Studio E”, which teaches a variety of dance styles. 
Natalia dances tap, jazz and hip-hop and is very 
passionate about dancing. Mr. Shapiro states that 
through all these time-consuming commitments, 
“Natalia has done an excellent job at learning 
how to devote her energy to a full time commitment 
to her community while maintaining an excellent 
academic record.” 

Mr. Sauro echo’s Natalia’s obvious good nature 
and passion when he states, “She is a determined, 
successful and conscientious student who 
demonstrates good leadership skills and outstanding 
character traits.” It’s easy to understand why 
Natalia is so highly regarded and well respected 
by her peers and the entire faculty at Kew-Forest 
School. Of course, Natalia’s future looks bright and 
as a senior she is considering universities and future 
plans. Natalia is tri-lingual speaking both Spanish 
and Arabic as second and third languages and 
has always had an interest in international relations 
as is evident from her involvement with the United 
Nations Model Club and the Mock Trial Team. She 
has considered applying to Tufts University and 
would like to possibly study international business 
or international relations.  Of course, Natalia’s 
teachers are sure she can accomplish anything.

                            
- By Laura Rahill

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

NATALIA ZEID
JUNE 2013
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL
FOREST HILLS, NY
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After watching a production of her 
recently published play, “Likkle Bowy, 
Big Mon,” Queens’ newest playwright, 
Amanda Morris, turned her attention 
to her next big project: picking up her 
diploma at Jamaica’s Hillcrest High 
School’s graduation ceremony. 

While still a student at Hillcrest, 
Morris, 18, received first place in this 
year’s LeAp — Learning through an Ex-
panded Arts Program — Onstage play 
writing contest, which earned her the 
chance to see the show produced at Ba-
ruch College and to have the manuscript 
published by Samuel French Publishers. 

“I love to write,” Morris said. “Eng-
lish is my strongest subject. I’ve always 
written little stories and last year I 
wrote a play [for LeAp] and it was the 
runner-up. So, I said this year is going to 
be different.”

She admits getting started on this 
newest play proved troublesome. 

“I didn’t know what to write about,” 
she said. 

Born in Jamaica, Morris and her 
family moved to New York when she 
was 13. So, she figured it made sense to 
set the story on that Caribbean island. 
Although she had no story line mapped 
out, Morris decided her best option was 
simply to sit down and get to work. Mor-
ris opted to follow that old adage and 
wrote what she knew. 

“I started writing in my own 
dialect,” Morris said. “I came 
up with the ending first. Then I 
worked on the middle part and 
had to work out how to do this 
so every scene leads to the next 
and then to the ending.”

Her winning-submission 
focuses on a troubled boy, Antho-
ny, whose parents have run out of 
ideas on how to discipline him. So, 
they pack him off to his great-aunt in 
Jamaica where she straightens him 
out the old-fashioned way. For Mor-
ris, the play’s theme centers on the 
continuum of life, where people 
growing up are influenced by the 
older generation. Eventually those 
young individuals become the older 
members of the clan and pass on the 
knowledge they’ve acquired to the 
next group. 

Although the situation is imag-
ined, Morris based all her characters 
on actual family members both here in 
Queens and down in Jamaica. 

“The aunt is based on my real 
great-aunt, who raised everybody in 
the family,” Morris said. 

Ariel Fung Chung, 18, one of Mor-
ris’s classmates at Hillcrest High, took 
on the role of the disciplinary aunt. 
Fung Chung’s father is from Jamaica, 
so she had the advantage of real-life ex-
perience to shape the character. 

“My favorite part is when I have to 
discipline Anthony,” Fung Chung said. 
“Elders can teach you so much.”

Fung Chung tends to gravitate to-
ward musicals with Hillcrest’s theater 
arts program, but was eager to dive 
into her first straight play. 

Hillcrest senior Omar Gill usually 
tries out for every play he can. He land-
ed the part of Anthony, the troublemak-
er, who gets shipped off to Jamaica for 
a little old-school discipline. Although 
Gill, 17, and his family are from Trini-
dad, he saw a lot of similarities in his 
own life to this Jamaican story. 

“This really relates to me,” Gill 
said. “It’s a really good play. What I re-
ally like about it is this is what the real 
world is like. And it’s funny. My mom 
was reading it and laughing out loud 
the whole time.”

The humor may have 
come easily for Mor-

ris, but she strug-
gled a bit with 

the meat of the 
story.

“The hard-
est part was 
trying to be 

juicy and interest-
ing,” Morris said. 

“I guess it kind of 
worked out.”

With a published 
manuscript on her re-

Hillcrest High senior creates 
award-winning comedy-drama

Continued on Page 40

(Above) Student actors Omar Gill (l.) and Ariel Fung Chung perform a 
scene from Amanda Morris’ play “Likkle Bowy, Big Mon.” (Right) Hillcrest 
High School senior Amanda Morris recently had her play “Likkle Bowy, 
Big Mon” published by Samuel French. Photos courtesy Amy Morrison
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

This past spring, Flush-
ing resident Alexis Chamoff re-
ceived the American Culinary 
Federation’s Northeast Region 
Student Chef of the Year Award. 
Chamoff, who recently gradu-
ated from SUNY Delhi with a 
degree in culinary-arts manage-
ment, heads to Las Vegas next 
month to compete in the nation-
al championship. 

As she prepares for the next 
competition, Chamoff took time 
to answer a few questions from 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 

What were you thinking 

when they announced you as 

the winner?

The person who gave the 
award had asked each of the stu-
dents who competed to stand up, 
so they called me and the others. 
I remember I was holding one of 
the other chefs’ hands and be-
ing so nervous. Right when they 

said my name a huge rush of ex-
citement came to my face and I 
really couldn’t believe it. All I 
thought of was Vegas!

What did you make for 

the competition? 

For the regional compe-
tition I made a chicken trio, 
roasted chicken breast, savory 
Maghreb spiced tart, petite rou-
lade, spring vegetables, and a 
port-hedgehog mushroom pan 
sauce. I wasn’t comfortable with 

that dish until I had practiced a 
lot of times, but once I had gone 
to the competition I had done it 
at least 20 times to make it per-
fect.

You said your interest in 

cooking came during high 

school when you and your 

brother would watch Food 

Network shows. Did you start 

making the things you saw on 

TV right away? 

Yeah, me and my brother 
would just watch it and make 
it right away because we would 
both be hungry after school. 
Honestly, I think risotto was the 
first thing that I really made 
that was actually delicious and 
everyone enjoyed.

You head to the nationals 

in July, how are you prepar-

ing for that? 

The nationals are in July 
and right now I am up at school 
in Delhi, N.Y. practicing this 
new dish and I am really feeling 

the pressure a lot more now. I 
know that I’ll be even more ner-
vous when the time comes but 
I’m going to try to keep it cool.

You are working as a 

garde-manger [a chef who pre-

pares the menu’s cold dishes] 

at Tolani now, what are your 

future plans? Would you like 

to open your own restaurant? 

I really don’t know what the 
future holds for me. I know that 
me being in this competition 
will definitely open a lot of great 
opportunities. I would like to 
continue to work somewhere in 
the city and grow. I would like to 
open my own restaurant some-
day, but we’ll just have to wait 
and see.

What do you like about 

being a chef? What do you not 

like about it?

What I like about being a 
chef is that when your food is 
good, everyone will know you. 

They will spread the word about 
you and make you look good. I 
love to try new things and going 
to this school and having really 
knowledgeable teachers really 
gets you thinking. Probably the 
only thing about a chef not to 
like are the hours you work. Af-
ter you’ve done it awhile, though, 
your feet will be numb and your 
eyes will be wide open all the 
time.

What is your favorite 

meal?

My favorite meal is burri-
tos. I love all the fillings and dif-
ferent toppings you can choose.

What is your favorite 

guilty pleasure food?

My guilty pleasure food is 
probably mini cannolis.

Reach news editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by email at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4541

Flushing chef whips up top prize in cooking competition
Alexis Chamoff will travel to Las Vegas for national championship for student culinary arts

ALEXIS CHAMOFF
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EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens outside the Gardens’ 
fence on Dahlia Avenue near 
Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Book Extravaganza Fund-
raiser — The Greater Astoria 
Historical Society hosts a book 
sale with more than 1,000 new 
and used books for sale. For $10 
fi ll one of the society’s special 
bags with as many books of 
your choice. Baked goods and 
beverages will also be available 

for purchase. 
When: Saturday, June 29, 10 am 
to 4 pm
Where: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, Quinn 
Building, 35-20 Broadway, 4th 
fl oor, Astoria
Cost: Free admission
Contact: (718) 278-0700
Website: www.astorialic.org

Ridgewood Market’s Clothes 
Swap — Bring a bag of clothes 
you no longer want and swap 
them for something new 
to you. All proceeds go to 
support Ridgewood Market and 
Ridgewood Social.
When: Saturday, June 29, 
Noon - 4 pm (Rain date: Sunday, 
June 30)
Where: Gotham Thrift Shop’s 
backyard, 60-47 Myrtle Ave., 
Ridgewood
Cost: $5/with bag of clothes 
to swap, $8/with no clothes to 

swap
Website: www.
ridgewoodmarket.com

Walkin’ Woodside Noshwalk 
— Explore Woodside’s culinary 
diversity with stops to sample 
French, Colombian, Korean, 
Salvadoran, Irish and Filipino 
cuisine. 
When: Saturday, June 29, 1 pm
Where: Meet in Vincent Daniels 
Square, adjacent to 52nd Street 
Station on the 7 train
Cost: $50
Contact: (212) 222-2243
Website: www.noshwalks.com

DANCE

“The King’s Gate” — Quiet 
Moves Dance Studio presents 
this contemporary ballet 
interpretation of the Biblical 
story of Esther. Great 
pageantry, costumes and sets. 
For the entire family.
When: Saturday, July 13, 3 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and students, $10/children 
under 10
Contact: (718) 262-2000
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

150 YEARS LATER
at

Poppenhusen Institute
114-04 14th Road, College Point, NY

Date: Sunday, July 7, 2013
Time: Noon–4:00 p.m. – Reenactment  

(bringing the Gettysburg drama to life)

1:00–3:00 pm – Official program 
Including – Musical performance by Civil War Irish  

Performer- Recording artist David Kincaid, Historic Characters 
including “Fred Wilkens” who was the last living College Point Civil 

War Veteran, viewing of videos of reunions of actual Civil War 
Veterans, presentations by historian, author and Civil War soldier 

descendent, James Haas.

Admission: Free, but donations are always gladly accepted.

OTHER SUMMER PROGRAMS
Sunday, July 14, 3 pm – Opening of new photo exhibit – “Longitude, 
Lattitude, Attitude” Displaying the works of world travelers, Maureen 

McTigue and John Rennhack.

Sunday, July 14, 4 pm – Twin Gold – performing the music of the 50s-60s

Sunday July 21, 4 pm – “A Rod Stewart Tribute”- with Rick St. James

Sunday, July 28, 4 pm – “A Little Bit Country and a Little Bit of Rock 
& Roll” – A Double Header – with local talents. “Bill Popp and the 
Tapes” performing the music of the Beatles, Moody Blues and other 

British Bands and Claudine Ritzel – performing country music.

Sunday, August 4, 4 pm – El Musik – Latin American dance music. 

For more information, contact us at  
poppenhusen@juno.com or (718) 358-0067.
This Summer Series is supported, in part, by public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in Partnership with 
the City Council, Landmark Contributors Pepsi Cola/Canada 
Dry Bottling Co. and Con Edison, Silver Sponsors Filling 
Equipment Co. and the Greater New York Auto Dealers Assoc. Inc. 

Live Music &
Every FridayH A PP Y  HOUR  SPEC I A L S

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make fi rst left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Like us Follow us

every 
  sunday

BRINGING BACK LADIES NIGHT. 
Ladies half off drinks at the bar.

Thursday night 7 to 10 
all summer long

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 41
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PRODUCTIONS

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 
original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; “Pirate Pete’s 
Parrot,” which tells the story 
of a lovable rogue on a mission 
to fi nd his runaway parrot; and 
“Dotty Dot!”, a day in the life 
of a very bossy 12-year-old and 
her friends as they try to put 
on a play.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturday, July 6, 11 am; “Pirate 
Pete’s Parrot,” Saturday, July 
6, 2 pm; and “Dotty Dot!” 
Saturday, June 29, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 
$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Macbeth” — The Queens 
Players return to the Secret 

Theater with Shakespeare’s 
tale of myth, magic and corrupt 
ambition. 
When: July 11 through July 27, 
Thursday through Saturday at 
8pm, Sunday at 7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Fiddler on the Roof” — 
Maggie’s Little Theater presents 
the long-running Broadway 
hit based on Sholem Aleichem 
stories tells the tale of a poor 
Russian milkman at the turn 
of the 20th-century as he 
struggles with a changing world. 
It includes such standards 
as “If I Were a Rich Man” and 
“Matchmaker, Matchmaker.”
When: July 13 - 14 and July 19 - 
21; Friday and Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 
66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.

maggielittletheater.org

“Les Misérables” — The 
Broadway musical phenomenon 
comes to Queens with this JC 
Players production based on 
Victor Hugo’s novel. 
When: Friday, Aug. 9, 8 pm, 
at Glendale United Methodist 
Church, 66-14 Central Ave., 
Glendale;
Also on Saturday, Aug. 10 and 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 11 
and 18, 3 pm, at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-15 Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/
contactus.html

“Play On!” — The First String 
Players take on Rick Abbot’s 
comedy about a theater group 
trying to put on a play while 
everything that can go wrong 
does. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 10, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 11, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 18, 
2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

 30.  One paying a flat fee

 34.  Cartoon bear

 35.  Top Tatar

 36.  Relaxation

 38.  Muhammad's birthplace

 40.  Big pain

 43.  Deposed leader's limbo

 46.  Like coin flips

 47.  Of no use

 48.  Urban railways

 49.  Water balloon sound

 50.  Innocent

 51.  Author Nash

 54.  Daft

 55.  Nile wader

 57.  Wedding words

 58.  Understanding words

 59.  PGA part

 62.  Set down

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Don't Get Angry

Across

 1.  Displayed
 6.  Express
 11.  Sleep acronym
 14.  Part of a TV transmission
 15.  Circa
 16.  Eggs
 17.  Embroidery technique
 19.  To now
 20.  Stickball venue
 21.  Join
 23.  Thin strip
 25.  End of a threat
 26.  Fireman's badge shape
 31.  College flora at Yale
 32. Fissile rock
 33.  Little one
 37.  School semester, e.g.
 39.  ___ Diego
 40.  Fuss
 41.  Branch headquarters?
 42.  First name in perfume
 44.  Beetle juice?
 45.  Give the third degree
 49.  Vehicle with caterpillar  
  treads
 52.  Carnival attraction
 53.  Noted Italian violinist
 56.  Country on the Baltic
 60.  Jar part
 61.  Type of betrayal
 63. ___ Maria
 64.  Port of ancient Rome
 65.  Elias and Gordie
 66.  Gymnast's goal
 67.  Not well-groomed
 68.  City near Düsseldorf

Down

 1.  Pouches
 2.  In pain
 3.  Fragrance
 4.  Most prudent
 5.  Sans schnozzle
 6.  Port vessel
 7.  Passing notice
 8.  Tad
 9.  Bird of the hour
 10.  Anesthetic choices
 11.  Shade of blue
 12.  Civil rights leader Medgar
 13.  Photo finish
 18.  Put away
 22.  Pasta topper
 24.  Ribs
 26.  Paw
 27.  Swear
 28.  Stringed instrument
 29.  Kind of warfare

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

VACATION SPOTS
F A I R C R O A K E M U S
A C M E L A N C E M I R E
N A P A V A L L E Y E A S E
S I S T E R L Y B A R M A N

T R E Y C O R G I
U P C A S T P L A C E B O S
N O H I T S O U R S E N T
C L A N A C R E D H A I R
A I R S N O T S D A C C A
P O L E C A T S S A Y H E Y

E X A C T S T R S
B I S T R O S T A Y E D A T
A N T E N E W O R L E A N S
I C O N D R A K E D I C K
L A N D A R M E D S L Y S

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

sumé, Morris is now mak-
ing plans for her educa-
tion after her high school 
graduation. 

“College is a must,” 
she said. “I’ll probably go 
to Queensborough Com-
munity College first, then 
probably transfer to Hunt-
er.”

She also has more sto-
ries to write. 

Morris envisions a 
series of plays based on 
these characters, à la Au-
gust Wilson. For example, 
she sees one play focusing 
on the great-aunt charac-
ter as a little girl. 

“I got a whole bunch 
of stuff in my mind,” Mor-
ris said. 

No matter what she 
creates down the road, 
Morris knows she’s accom-
plished plenty already. 

“I can always say I’m 
a published playwright,” 
Morris said. “No one can 
ever take that away from 
me.”

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman by email at 
kzimmerman@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4541.

Continued from Page 37

AMANDA MORRIS
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Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — 
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Jameson’s Revenge in 
Concert — Traditional Irish 

music by this four-piece Irish 
and Irish-American band. 
When: Saturday, June 29, 8:30 
pm
Where: New York Irish Center, 
10-40 Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: $22, $11/seniors, students 
and unemployed
Contact: (718) 482-0909
Website: www.nyirish.org

Dennis Doyle’s “Night of 
Intimacy” — Folk-rock artist 
Dennis Doyle performs original 
songs on acoustic/electric 
guitar. 
When: Saturday, June 29, 8 pm
Where: Café Marlene, 41-11 49th 
St., Sunnyside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 205-7330
Website: www.cafemarlene.com

Groovin in the Park Concert 
— Patti LaBelle and Toots & 
the Maytals headline the third 
annual reggae and rhythm and 
blues summer concert.
When: Sunday, June 30, Noon 
- 8 pm
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, Merrick and Baisley 
boulevards, Jamaica

Cost: $120/VIP, $69.99/general 
admission
Contact: (347) 980-2252
Website: www.grovininthepark.
com

Bayside Historical Society 
Lawn Concert — A concert 
featuring country and rock ’n’ 
roll music.
When: Sunday, June 30, 6 pm 
- 8 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, Golden 
Pond, 35th Avenue and Cross 
Island Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793, ext. 
301

Hot Jazz/Cool Garden 
Concert Series — The Louis 
Armstrong House Museum kicks 
off its summer concert series 
with Brias Hot Five. Concerts 
include complimentary red 
beans and rice, Satchmos’ 
favorite), sweet tea and in 
honor of Louis’ unoffi cial 
birthday, a slice of birthday 
cake. 
When: Thursday, July 4, 2 pm 
- 4 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th St., North 
Corona
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 909-5271
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Continued from Page 39
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

DOORS OPEN AT 6PM WITH DRINK SPECIALS; 6PM-9PM / $5 BEER & WINE / $7 SANGRIA & Z SPECIALTY COCKTAILS

SKYLINE 
SATURDAYS
RESIDENT DJ 

BENNY GAMBINA
WITH CELEBRITY GUEST DJs 9PM

LADIES COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION
RAIN OR SHINE

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 
& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

FEATURING WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS

JULY 11: SPECIAL GUEST - BLOW UP HOLLYWOOD
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR / $10 COVER CHARGE INCLUDES ONE Z COCKTAIL

RAIN OR SHINE

LIVE IN THE SKY 
Concert Series

LIVE PERFORMANCES 
FROM 7PM UNTIL 11PMEVERY THURSDAY
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY LISA AUTZ

Queens’ many diverse 
attractions can now be eas-
ily accessed on its own, free 
“This is Queens” mobile 
application. The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce and 
NYC Regional Economic 
Development Council pre-
sented the app at the USTA 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center in Flush-
ing Meadows-Corona Park 
Wednesday.

 The free app features 
attractions, restaurants, 
hotels, events and exclusive 
deals to Queens businesses 
— just in time for the hun-
dreds of thousands of visi-
tors who are expected to 
visit Queens for the MLB 
All-Star Game at Citi field 
and US Open Tennis this 
summer.

“Of the five boroughs 
Queens is obviously the 
largest, but now it fits in 
your pocket,” said Kenneth 
Adams, head of Empire 
State Development Corp. 

 Empire State Develop-
ment awards grants to inno-
vative projects throughout 
the state through its Re-
gional Economic Develop-
ment Councils, and dished 
out $100,000 to the Chamber 

to fund the Queens app so 
the 50 million tourists who 
come through New York 
City each year can explore 
Queens. 

Digital Natives Group, 
a Long Island City-based 

digital marketing agency, 
designed the program. It 
gathered information about 
restaurants within Queens 
using an online business 
listings website called sin-
gleplatform.com.

The app, which would 
usually take about five 
to six months to create, 
was developed in about 
2 1/2 months, according 
to Digital Native’s CMO 
Jonathan Jacobs, in order 
to be ready for several big-
tickets events in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park this 
summer. 

“We are taking a crowd 
sourcing angle,” said Eric 
Abrams, digital media and 
membership associate for 
chamber, who encouraged 
businesses to reach out to 
his office if they want to 
participate.

The application is a 
free source of advertise-
ment for businesses and 
will eventually be trans-
lated into languages such 
as Spanish, Chinese and 
Korean, said Jack Fried-
man, executive director of 
the chamber.

Queens Tourism Coun-
cil kiosks are set to inform 
US Open visitors of the new 
app and all of its capabili-

ties. Cards will also be giv-
en out at the tennis stadium 
and Mets games. 

The “I Love NY” tour-
ism company agreed to re-
post information about the 
app on its Facebook page, 
which currently has 1.2 
million likes. 

“There is this terrific 
economic opportunity if we 
can get information to all 
those tennis fans, so when 
they come to the US Open 
they go beyond these gates 
and spend their money at 
local restaurants, local 
businesses — even car ser-
vices ... hotels and other 
destinations,” said Adams. 

In 2012, Queens raked 
in an estimated $10 billion 
in tourism, according to 
Rob MacKay of the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation. 

“We are hoping this 
has a snowball effect. This 
is just the beginning, but 
we hope it’s the start of 
something huge,” he said.

WE’RE
HERE TO 

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant 
and parenting women and their families, including free parenting classes, access 
to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with mattresses, training in good 
nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to  
offer compassionate care and support to pregnant and parenting women.

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

Rob MacKay of the Queens Economic Development Corp. plugs a smartphone app that promotes cul-
tural attractions in the borough. Photo by Lisa Autz

Queens Chamber unveils app for boro tourism
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When owner Brian Donald-
son discusses Native Coffee Roast-
ers, his new, independent coffee 
distribution business based in 
Astoria, through every gesture, 
every smile, his passion for the 
beverage comes through.

“I love coffee — I drink a ton 
of it,” Donaldson said. “I wanted 
to be involved in the coffee in-
dustry, and I really like the idea 
of roasting. The major thing for 
me was the lack of presence of 
smaller roasters in New York 
City, whereas the West Coast is 
a dominant force in the roasting 
coffee business.”

That lack of presence, Donald-
son said, is what inspired him to 
start his business in January, and 
Native Coffee Roasters has slowly 
brewed up business ever since.

The mission, he said, is se-
lecting high-quality beans and 
roasting small batches, providing 
coffee lovers with fresh, locally 
produced beverages.

“It’s retail and wholesale,” 
Donaldson said. “I do wholesale 
to cafés and restaurants, and for 
retail I do farmers markets, pop-
up markets. I distribute it myself. 
I try and create relationships 
with local businesses.”

His brand is sold in several 
establishments, including the 
Queens County Farm Museum, 
in Floral Park and, most recently, 

the Museum of the Moving Im-
age, in Astoria, which he said was 
“a huge hit.”

The response has been posi-
tive so far, he said, and Donald-
son continues to work with local 
businesses to further distributed 
his product. He also attends small 
pop-up markets when possible to 
sell his brand.

A 12-ounce bag of coffee, he 
said, can run anywhere from $12 
to $17, he said. On average, it can 

take him up to 15 minutes to roast 
5 pounds of coffee.

Asked what separates his 
product from the likes of Star-
bucks and Dunkin’ Donuts, he de-
scribed his brand as having bet-
ter quality and consistent flavor 
and stressed the significance of 
his locally produced mindset.

“I’ve never gone into a 
Dunkin’ Donuts or Starbucks and 
walked out and been like, ‘Wow, 
that’s really good,’” he said. “For 

me, it’s quality and consistency.  
When I go to a market, the bags 
are roasted 24 hours before for ul-
timate freshness.”

Donaldson, who is 30 and 
lives in Manhattan with his wife, 
Lindsey, was born and raised in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. Growing 
up, he would visit friends in As-
toria and survey the restaurant 
and bar scene often. Astoria, he 
said, reminded him of Bay Ridge 
and was an ideal place to start a 

business.
“And that’s why I call it Na-

tive Coffee Roasters — I’m doing 
this here,” he said.  “It’s impor-
tant to establish your name and 
to support someone from within 
your city.”

And with a variety of coffee, 
from high-quality El Salvadorian 
to Colombian beans, and a refresh-
ing mix of hot- and cold-brew bev-
erages, Donaldson said business 
is beginning to pick up — so much 
so, he said, that he recently added 
Guatemalan, Mexican, Ethiopian 
and Costa Rican coffees to his rep-
ertoire to offer businesses a wider 
selection of options.

Down the road, he said, he 
wants to expand by either open-
ing a small café or starting a pop-
up shop so he can jump from loca-
tion to location.

But for now, Donaldson said, 
his goal is focusing on quality cof-
fee, building his brand and main-
taining a personal rapport with 
buyers.

“I want to be the guy behind 
the market table selling you cof-
fee, telling you about it,” he said. 
“I haven’t gotten any bad feedback 
yet. I want people to be proud to 
serve it and people to be happy to 
buy it.”

Reach reporter Chris En-
gelhardt by e-mail at cengelhar-
dt@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Distributor in Astoria brews up business
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BY LISA AUTZ

Children from Queens 
and the rest of the city 
can get free, healthy food 
all summer starting this 
week.

Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott, New York 
Yankee Jayson Nix, govern-
ment agencies, nonprofit 
organizations and elected 
officials gathered Tuesday 
to announce the start of the 
annual summer meals pro-
gram in the city at MS 131 
on the Lower East Side in 
Manhattan.

In light of recent re-
ports that only 16 percent 
of eligible children receive 
summer meals, the offi-
cials encouraged families 
to take advantage of the 
free breakfast and lunch 
and asked children to tell 
their friends to join.

The American Dairy 
Association is also working 
with the Yankees to raise 
awareness of the program.

“Players will have 
lunch with kids and hold 
drawings for Yankee mer-
chandise and game tick-
ets to reward families for 

making healthy choices,” 
said American Dairy As-
sociation Vice President of 
School Marketing Andrea 
Thompson.

From June 27 through 
Aug. 30, more than 1,000 
pools, parks, schools, li-
braries and public housing 
sites throughout the five 
boroughs will have free 
meals. Refrigerated meal 
trucks are also available 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, the Queens Public Li-
brary and at Orchard Beach 
in the Bronx. Last summer 
more than 7 million meals 
were served, according to 
the city Department of Edu-
cation.

MS 131 has hosted the 
summer meals program for 
about 10 years.

“The cafeteria is filled 
with children in the sum-
mer. We serve about 1,000 
meals a day,” said Principal 
Phyllis Tam. “The summer 
meals program also brings 
our community closer to-
gether.”

According to a new na-
tional report released June 
10, during the 2011-12 school 
year, more than 1.1 million 

students in New York re-
ceived free or discounted 
lunches, but only 313,175 
children received summer 
meals on an average day in 
July 2012.

New York saw a 2.1 
percent decrease in sum-
mer nutrition program 
participation in 2012, but 

maintains its third-place 
position in a nationwide 
analysis. It exceeds the na-
tional rate of one in seven 
low-income students par-
ticipating in summer nutri-
tion programs, according 
to “Hunger Doesn’t Take a 
Vacation” by the Food Re-
search and Action Center.

FRAC measures na-
tional summer participa-
tion during the month of 
July, when children lose 
access to school meals. A 
comparison is made of the 
children participating in 
summer meal programs vs. 
the number of low-income 
children receiving school 
meals during the school 
year.

Social media, fliers, 
subway ads and Yankee 
players are helping to pro-
mote the summer meals 
program. More diverse and 
nutritious meals are being 
prepared for the summer’s 
program to increase par-
ticipation as well.

“We have a new addi-
tion of Italian-style grilled 
chicken salads and honey 
mustard grilled chicken 
wraps,” said Walcott. “The 
bottom line is that there’s 
an obesity epidemic in this 
city and our children have 
got to eat healthier meals. 
We are determined to cre-
ate a sea change in our 
students’ eating habits, and 
that’s not going to stop this 
summer.”

The menu also includes 

milk, fruit, salads, turkey 
sandwiches and pizza.

“Summer meals are 
vital to ensuring that low-
income children receive 
adequate nutrition in the 
summer months,” said New 
York City Coalition Against 
Hunger Executive Director 
Joel Berg. “We must in-
crease the usage of feder-
ally funded summer meals 
for low-income students.”

Multiple methods for 
locating a summer meal 
site in the city are available 
to encourage participation. 
A map of summer meals 
sites across the city can 
be accessed atnyccah.org/
summermeals. Families 
can also call 311 or text nyc-
meals to 877877.

Breakfast is served 
from 8 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. and 
lunch is served from 11 
a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Only lunch 
is served on the weekends 
and mobile food trucks are 
operating on the weekends 
only at Flushing Meadows. 
The DOE’s summer meals 
program, held by the Office 
of School Food, has been in 
operation for more than 30 
years.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Amid a heated debate 
in Washington over food 
stamps, the Jamaica farm-
ers market opened last 
week with an eye toward 
getting those on public as-
sistance to think about the 
value of fresh produce.

Down to Earth Mar-
kets, the company that 
runs the Jamaica site, said 
its vendors throughout the 
city and the Hudson River 
Valley report that any-
where from 65 percent to 
95 percent of their income 
comes from public food as-
sistance.

“The majority of 
our customers use either 
EBT or WIC checks,” said 
market manager Ashley 
Robinson, adding it takes 
some convincing to get 
people to understand why 
they should spend their 

public assistance dollars 
on fresh food.

“People here need to 
know why it’s worth it to 
shop here,” she said. “No. 
1, it tastes better.”

The market, which 
will be open Fridays and 
Saturdays through Nov. 
30, is on 160th Street off 
Jamaica Avenue.

The Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp., which 
sponsors the market every 
year, is providing an hour 
of free parking for market 
shoppers in its garage at 
90-15 Parsons Blvd.

“GJDC is a communi-
ty-building organization, 
and the farmers market 
has played an essential 
role in the revitalization of 
the downtown,” said GJDC 
President Carlisle Towery. 
“The availability of fresh 
fruit, produce and other 
farm products has become 

an essential amenity to 
thriving neighborhoods 
all across the city — no 
less so in this increasingly 
attractive, mixed-income, 
multi-ethnic community.”

The federal food 
stamp program, known as 
the Supplemental Nutri-

tion Assistance Program, 
was facing more than $20 
billion in cuts in the feder-
al farm bill that was shot 
down by the U.S. House 
of Representatives earlier 
this month.

The current farm bill 
is set to expire Sept. 30, 

and it was not clear if the 
bitterly divided Congress 
would come together on a 
new bill or pass an exten-
sion like it did in 2008.

In addition to accept-
ing SNAP benefits, the 
Jamaica market is par-
ticipating in Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s Fresh Connect 
Food Box Program, which 
covers the administra-
tive costs of providing 
pre-packed boxes of fresh 
fruits and vegetables to 
those in low-income house-
holds.

Cuomo’s Fresh Con-
nect initiative also pro-
vides $2 checks for every 
$5 in SNAP benefits spent 
at participating markets.

Public Health Solu-
tions, which is one of four 
nonprofits across the state 
to participate in the pilot 
program, is sort of a one-
stop shop for those looking 

to figure out how best to 
spend their public assis-
tance money.

“Most people don’t re-
alize just how much they 
can get for that check,” 
said Erika Eitland, Public 
Health Solution’s food box 
coordinator.

One of the vendors, 
Alex’s Tomato Farm, ac-
cepts the $4 New York state 
farmers market checks 
provided to those who re-
ceive assistance under the 
federal Women, Infants 
and Children program.

Tatyana Kravets, who 
runs the stand, said she 
pays close attention to the 
debates in Washington, 
and lamented cuts to the 
WIC program two years 
ago.

“Less and less people 
have their WIC checks,” 
she said. “It very much af-
fects us.”

Shoppers peruse the offerings at the Jamaica farmers market. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Chancellor Dennis Walcott hands out pasteurized milk to a child 
from one of the Department of Education’s Summer meals’ food 
trucks. Photo courtesy of NYC Department of Education. 

Jamaica farmers market lures food stamp recipients

Free lunches available for pupils at boro sites
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Several months after 
the devastation and havoc 
unleashed by Hurricane 
Sandy tore up parts of the 
borough, repair efforts are 
finally under way to fully 
restore Andrews Grove in 
Long Island City.

The park, on 49th Av-
enue between 5th Street 
and Vernon Boulevard, 
suffered major damage 
during Sandy. Playground 
equipment was destroyed 
and several large Linden 
trees, which had given 
Andrews Grove the nick-
name “Shady Park,” were 
knocked over, leaving large 
pits in the ground and ren-
dering its playground inac-
cessible.

A spokesman for City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer’s (D-Sunnyside) 
office said repairs started 
June 17 and work is ex-
pected to be completed in 
a month, depending on 

weather conditions. The 
project  includes the resto-
ration of playground equip-
ment and safety surfaces 
as well as asphalt and fenc-
ing.

“Immediately after 
Hurricane Sandy hit, my 
office took action, working 
closely with local residents 

and the city Parks Depart-
ment to help expedite this 
process and get our beloved 
park, known to so many lo-
cal children and residents 
as Shady Park, back open,” 
Van Bramer said. “Once 
the project is finished, all 
amenities, including the 
swing set, safety surfaces, 

fencing as well as both play 
areas will be accessible to 
community residents this 
summer.”

Van Bramer also se-
cured a $10,000 grant from 
JetBlue and Warner Bros. 
that will be used to replant 
new trees in the park.

For months, elected 

officials and representa-
tives from Friends of Shady 
Park, a group of neighbors 
dedicated to restoration 
efforts at the park, joined 
with the Parks Department 
to get the park back up to 
speed. State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
has fought to ensure that 

the park be completely re-
stored, said he was pleased 
that repair efforts are now 
underway.

“I am thrilled that the 
Parks Department listened 
to our voices and will be-
gin restoring Shady Park 
to the leafy refuge it was 
before the destruction of 
Hurricane Sandy,” he said. 
“Repairing the playground 
and mending fences are 
important steps towards 
restoring this gem in our 
community. I look forward 
to continuing to work with 
the Parks Department and 
community groups like 
Friends of Shady Park to 
ensure the trees that give 
the park its name are re-
placed and Shady Park is 
fully restored.”

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The city Department 
of Transportation an-
nounced it is beginning 
to install new pedestrian 
maps to help New Yorkers 
find their way around the 
city’s streets in Manhattan 
and other areas, including 
Long Island City.

DOT Commissioner 
Janette Sadik-Khan said 
Tuesday the agency’s sign 
system, called Walk NYC,  
is the first step toward a 
citywide pedestrian infor-
mation system that will 
provide New Yorkers and 
visitors with critical navi-
gating information making 
it fast, simple and conve-
nient to get around.

 The signs installed 
directly into sidewalks and 
in subway stations will fea-
ture clear, readable maps 
showing area streets, ma-
jor points of interest, travel 

information such as bike 
lanes and subway stations 
and an estimated walking 
times for pedestrians.

The DOT said four ini-
tial signs will be installed 
at key intersections in Chi-
natown, and the system 
will expand to 34th Street 
and the Garment District 
in Midtown, Prospect 
Heights and Crown Heights 
in Brooklyn and Long Is-
land City in August. DOT 
also plans to install signs 
in Manhattan below Hous-
ton Street this fall.

The first phase of 
the program will include 
roughly 100 free-standing 
signs measuring 18, 34 or 
50 inches wide and approxi-
mately 8.5 feet tall. Each de-
sign features a “heads-up” 
map oriented in the direc-
tion the viewer is facing, 
providing a clearer guide 
to nearby destinations.

The design also dis-

plays compass directions, 
neighborhood destinations 
and nearby transit connec-
tions for easy reference. 
The design is the result of 
a 2011 RFP and the selec-
tion of a design by PentaC-
ity Group, a collaboration 
among wayfinding special-
ists City ID, industrial de-
signers Billings Jackson 
Design, graphic designers 
Pentagram, GIS database 
developers and cartogra-
phers, T-Kartor, with engi-
neering and urban design 
by RBA Group.

The DOT conducted 
more than 500 surveys 
around the city to deter-
mine both residents’ and 
visitors’ knowledge of lo-
cal areas and confidence 
navigating on foot. Rough-
ly 13 percent of residents 
were not familiar with 
the area where they were 
surveyed,while 14 percent 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Thousands of rent sta-
bilized tenants in Queens 
face the highest rent in-
creases since 2008 starting 
in the fall.

The Rent Guidelines 
Board voted 5-4 June 20 to 
allow rent increases of 4 
percent for one-year leases 
and 7.75 percent on two-
year leases.

The new rents apply to 
renewal leases as of Oct. 1.

There are about 1 mil-
lion rent-stabilized apart-
ments throughout New 
York City, including 144,000 
in Queens.

The decision an-
nounced by the board 
brought jeers and booing at 
the conclusion of the meet-
ing at Cooper Union on the 
Lower East Side in Manhat-
tan.

The new increases 

were a far cry from last 
year, when the rents rose 
by 2 percent for one-year 
leases and 4 percent for 
two-year leases.

In fact, this year’s 
round of increases were the 

highest since 2008, when 
tenants got rent hikes of 4.5 
percent and 8.5 percent.

Landlord advocates 
had cited higher utilities, 
sewer and water charges as 
well as real estate taxes.

Renters had demanded 
a rent freeze, saying wages 
had not kept up with rents.

The Rent Guidelines 
Board was criticized for 
holding only one public 
hearing on the rent hikes 
prior to announcing its 
decision. The board said 
it had decided not to hold 
a meeting in the outerbor-
oughs as it had in the past 
because attendance had 
been low.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (third from l.) and City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (fourth from r.) join residents to discuss the renova-
tions at Andrews Grove in Long Island City. Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer  

Queens renters face increases 
of 4 percent to 7.75 percent

City’s new sign system to arrive 
in August in Long Island City  

LIC’s Andrews Grove fi nally gets face-lift

Continued on Page 49

Tenants of rent stabilized apart-
ments, like ones in this Bayside 
building on 43rd Avenue, could 
be paying more for their apart-
ments come October.
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY JOE ANUTA

Days before the City 
Council was set to weigh in 
on a pair of controversial 
bills that would bring new 
oversight to the NYPD this 
week, a group of Queens 
lawmakers opposed the use 
of a rare legislative proce-
dure that brought the items 
to the floor.

The Council Monday 
overwhelmingly passed a 
motion to discharge, which 
released the two bills — 
one that would create an 
inspector general for the 
Police Department and 
another that would allow 
New Yorkers to sue the de-
partment over allegations 
of racial profiling — from 
the Committee on Public 
Safety against the wishes 
of its chairman, City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria).

The move brought the 
bills up for a vote by the en-
tire body, which was expect-
ed to take place Wednesday 
night.

Along with Vallone, 

City Councilmen Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) voted against 
using the procedure. The 
other opponents were City 
Councilmen Lew Fidler 
(D-Brooklyn), Michael Nel-
son (D-Brooklyn) James 
Oddo (R-Staten Island) and 
Vincent Ignizio (R-Staten 
Island).

 The remaining 43 

members of the Council 
voted for it, although there 
was discussion about how 
the motion may influence 
future legislation. 

“As far as I know, this 
is the first time this has 
happened in the modern 
history of the City Coun-
cil,” Vallone said. “This 
absolutely sets a precedent. 
If you’re going to allow 
the worst bill in the his-
tory of the City Council to 

go around the committee 
chair, then you have no 
argument for stopping any 
other bill from moving for-
ward.”

Vallone characterized 
the racial profiling bill as 
legislating an increase in 
crime. 

Gennaro’s office de-
clined to comment on his 
vote, but Ulrich and Koo 
said regardless of the bills’ 
merit, the motion to dis-

charge will open the doors 
for other pieces of legisla-
tion to bypass committees, 
which typically vet bills so 
the body as a whole does 
not have to consider every 
proposal. 

“Why bother to have 
committees then? Why have 
a committee process? Why 
have hearings? Why have 
debate when you could just 
put it on the floor?” Ulrich 
said at the hearing. “The 
rules need to be changed.”

The bills’ sponsor, in 
this case City Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D-
Brooklyn), needed seven 
council members to sign a 
petition in order to bypass 
Vallone.

Quinn said she allowed 
the motion to discharge be-
cause it had widespread 
support in the Council, 
even though she does not 
support the racial profiling 
bill.

According to Ulrich, 
other lawmakers will likely 
vote against the actual leg-
islation even though they 
supported the discharge.

“They are agreeing 
with [Vallone] that it’s a 
bad bill, but circumvent-
ing his right to withhold it 
from the council vote,” said 
one council insider. 

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) voted in favor of the 
procedure, but with reser-
vations.

“I’m going to vote aye, 
but I do not want to set a 
precedent on any other bills 
that are coming forth,” she 
said.

Both proposals have 
widespread support. Even 
though Queens lawmakers 
made up the bulk of the op-
position, 11 other members 
of the borough’s delegation 
voted for the motion. 

It is unclear as of press 
time if supporters had 
enough votes to override a 
mayoral veto.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

BY JOE ANUTA

The city Parks Depart-
ment opened new volleyball 
fields on the eastern edge of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Tuesday.

The five concrete 
courts replaced a series of 
dirt patches that various 
leagues and clubs played on 
before, according to Queens 
Parks Commissioner Doro-
thy Lewandowski.

“Now you can play on 
a legitimate field and the 
landscaping around it has 
a chance of surviving,” she 
said.

The nets are near the 
59th Avenue and College 
Point Boulevard entrance 
and will be available for 
both permit and open use, 
Parks said.

Leagues and teams 

should file for a permit and 
block out a time to take to 
the courts, but if no one has 
signed up, the courts will 
be open to anyone.

The new facilities fit 
into a broader plan for the 
park that was outlined in 
a 2008 report called the 
Strategic Framework Plan, 
according to the commis-
sioner.

The plan is more an 
ideal vision of the park 
and calls for a number of 
radical changes not likely 
to be funded in the near fu-
ture, including unearthing 
the Flushing River, which 
starts in Flushing Bay but 
runs underground through 
much of the park,  and then 
connecting the river to two 
southern lakes to form a 
continuous waterway.

But improving connec-

tions between the green-
space and the surrounding 
neighborhoods of Flushing 
and Corona, Lewandowski 
said, is also part of the 
framework. The new proj-
ect’s proximity to residents 
should help achieve that 
goal, according to the com-
missioner.

“We’ve used it as a 
guide for most of the capital 
projects in the park,” she 
said.

Another key provision 
in the framework is reduc-
ing the surface area of non-
permable concrete and as-
phalt in the park.

Construction during 
the 1964 World’s Fair has 
left many redundant and 
unnecessary road and path-
ways, which contribute to 
runoff and flooding during 
heavy rains.

The volleyball fields 
themselves contribute to 
this, but Lewandowski 
said they are a net boon 
to the area, since they are 
surrounded by perme-
able walkways that allow 
rainwater to seep into the 

ground. But they also have 
enabled Parks to invest in 
more green infrastructure 
surrounding the fields that 
formerly were filled with 
hard-packed dirt.

After a brief news 
conference, Lewandowski 

took to the courts herself, 
along with a few other play-
ers and faced off against a 
team, including Flushing 
Meadows Administrator 
Janice Melnick, in a game 
of equavoley, a version of 
the game from Ecuador.

It was unclear which 
side prevailed.

The fields were built 
using capital money from 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, who watched the 
game from the sidelines af-
ter harkening back to her 
days on the court.

“I played volleyball,” 
she said, deviating from her 
prepared remarks at the 
conference. “I was kind of a 
shorty, but I stayed close to 
the net.”

Flushing Meadows Corona Park Administrator Janice Melnick (r.) 
bumps the ball to her teammate on newly installed volleyball 
courts, as Queens Parks Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski (c.) 
prepares her defense. Photo by Joe Anuta

Protesters gather outside City Councilman Peter Koo’s office in Flushing to encourage him to vote in 
favor of two bills regulating the NYPD. Photo by Joe Anuta

Volleyball players get new venue in Flushing Meadows

Boro pols oppose move to allow cop bill vote
Obscure procedure in City Council invoked for fi rst time in Quinn’s tenure to bring NYPD laws to fl oor
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A fugitive who opened 
fire on the federal mar-
shals who tracked him 
down after he stuck up a 
downtown Jamaica post 
office four years earlier 
was sentenced in Brook-
lyn federal court Tuesday 
to more than 20 years be-
hind bars.

Derome Gray, along 
with his accomplices, 
walked into the Archer 
Avenue post office on the 
morning of June 8, 2007, 
and held up three Postal 
Service employees at gun-
point, stealing cash from 
several lock boxes before 
forcing the employees into 
a vault, according to Lo-
retta Lynch, U.S. attorney 
for the Eastern District of 
New York.

U.S. postal inspec-
tors were quick to identify 
and arrest members of the 
gang, but Gray was able to 
elude capture and fled to 
Virginia.

Postal inspectors and 
the U.S. Marshals Service 
conducted a manhunt for 
Gray for four years before 
he popped up on their ra-

dar in October 2011 at a 
home in Springfield Gar-
dens, where he was taking 
refuge.

On Oct. 3, the mar-
shals and other members 
of the Regional Fugitive 
Task Force went into the 
two-story home on 144th 
Terrace and tried to take 
Gray in around 7:30 a.m., 
but he was not ready to go 
quietly.

As the agents went 
up to the second floor of 
the home, Gray fired two 
rounds in their direction, 
Lynch said, but the shots 
were deflected.

Court records show 
the feds ordered Gray to 
throw his weapon down 
the stairs and they were 
able to take him into cus-
tody without discharging 
their weapons.

Inside the home, in-
vestigators found several 
firearms, including a 
cache of rifles and semi-
automatic handguns.

In addition to the post 
office robbery, the fugitive 
was also wanted for violat-
ing his parole from a 1998 
Brooklyn murder convic-
tion.

He pleaded guilty in 
October to assaulting dep-
uty U.S. marshals with a 
deadly weapon in addition 
to robbery and firearms 
charges.

U.S. District Judge 
Sandra Townes sentenced 
Gray, 42, to 241 months in 
prison Tuesday.

The U.S. attorney said 
Gray was able to run from 
the law, but ultimately 
could not hide.

“With a pistol in his 
hand, the defendant bra-
zenly invaded a United 
States Post Office and put 
the lives of three postal 
workers in jeopardy,” 
Lynch said. “Then, for 
more than four years, 
he led investigators on a 
manhunt up and down the 
Eastern Seaboard. Final-
ly, when confronted by the 
U.S. marshals, the defen-
dant tried to shoot his way 
out, again putting the lives 
of our public servants at 
risk. He has now been held 
to account for his crimes.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Former U.S. Rep. An-

thony Weiner is leading 
the New York City mayoral 
race, according to a poll re-
leased Wednesday.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal/NBC New York/Marist 
Poll survey asked voters 
last week who they would 
vote for if the primary were 
held then. Among regis-
tered Democrats in New 
York, Weiner would lead 
with 25 percent of the vote 
over City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn’s (D-Man-
hattan) 20 percent.

But the results are not 

concrete: 18 percent of vot-
ers remained undecided 
and almost two-thirds are 
not committed to their can-
didate, according to the 
poll.

The disgraced politi-
cian left public politics in 
2011 when he was caught 
sending sexually sugges-

tive images of himself to 
a woman via Twitter. The 
scandal led to his resigna-
tion from Congress.

But now the Queens 
native is making another 
run for politics after he 
threw his hat into the ring 
of the hotly contested may-
oral race last month. He 
has gradually edged out 
Quinn, who has led the race 
until now.

The survey questioned 
1,118 voters in the city and 
was taken June 17-21. It in-
cluded 689 Democrats.

Former Congressman Anthony 
Weiner waves to supporters.

Ex-borough Rep. Weiner 
tops Quinn in latest poll

Jamaica Post Offi ce bandit 
gets 20 years behind bars

for Queens and New York 
City, but we are restoring 
history,” Roland Meier, 
president of the West Side 
Tennis Club, said. “We are 
putting Forest Hills on the 
map again.”

Meier said the revival 
has been in the works for 
the last six to eight months 
and comes just in time for 
the club to celebrate its 
100th anniversary in For-
est Hills. He said the stadi-
um had become essentially 
a non-producing asset, one 
that required the club to 
pay real estate taxes.

“If we would not have 
found the possibility to do 
this, there would be no rea-
son to keep the stadium,” 
he said.

Earlier this year, the 
stadium underwent inspec-

tions and it was found to be 
structurally sound. Previ-
ously, the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion considered giving the 
arena special designation, 
but the cost of returning 
the structure  to landmark 
status would have been too 
great.

So instead, it will re-
turn to its former use as a 
venue, one that can hold as 
many as 16,000 people.

Meier could only de-
scribe the cost to renovate 
it as “substantial,” but 
said the revenues from the 
shows will go back into the 
stadium.

The club built the sta-
dium in 1923 and the United 
States Tennis Association 
managed its upkeep. It was 
home to the US Open until 
1978, when the tournament 
moved to Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.

For decades it served 
as a venue for major mu-
sical acts, including The 
Beatles, Bob Dylan and 
Donna Summer. But after 
a few too many raucous 
crowds that disturbed the 
surrounding neighborhood, 
concerts came to a halt and 
the stadium has been silent 
ever since, gradually fall-
ing into disrepair.

Previously the stadi-
um had been under threat 

of demolition and, accord-
ing to Michael Perlman, 
chairman of the Rego-For-
est Preservation Council, 
it could have been replaced 
by condominiums. Perlman 
and his group launched a 
campaign to save the sta-
dium.

The decision to host a 
concert is a success, Pearl-
man said, and a long way 
from the plan to demolish 
the building.

“We’re very hopeful 
they’ll achieve success in 
the long term,” Perlman 
said. “The benefits of sav-
ing the Forest Hills Tennis 
Stadium include saving 
architectural and cultural 
traditions and social tradi-
tions, too.”

Perlman said the stadi-
um can serve as a cultural 
and educational resource 
as well as a space for recre-
ation. It may also be a boon 

to the nearby business dis-
trict.

The stadium will bring 
a variety of musical acts, 
but will stick to more mel-
low genres, such as classi-
cal, folk or country.

“Don’t expect six rock 
concerts every year,” Meier 
said. “We are trying to be 
more palatable to neigh-
bors. I cannot have vibra-
tions which move founda-
tions.”

Meier said concerns 
from the community are be-
ing addressed early on. For 
example, concert-goers will 
be discouraged from driv-
ing to the stadium to pre-
vent parking problems, and 
foot traffic will be guided 
around the stadium, away 
from homes. The concert 
will end early to meet the 
community’s 10 p.m. cur-
few.

“We’re being extreme-

ly sensitive to the neigh-
bors,” Meier said. “Unlike 
in the ’60s and ’70s, when 
nobody cared.”

Meier said despite 
some early concerns, he 
has only received positive 
feedback from community 
members.

“I’m confident we can 
pull this off,” he said, “al-
though I will be biting my 
nails on the 28th.”

He expects member-
ship of the West Side Ten-
nis Club, which currently 
stands at 750, to increase 
as the stadium comes back 
to life.

Among his many plans 
for the club and stadium, 
Meier hopes to make ten-
nis more popular again. 
“But I also want us to be-
come a center for cultural 
events,” he said. “I want us 
to become diversified, in a 
sense.”

Continued from Page 1 

Stadium

of residents and 27 percent 
of visitors, were unable to 
name the neighborhood or 
borough they were in at the 
time.

The system was ap-
proved by the city Public 
Design Commission and 
the city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission, the 
DOT said. The WalkNYC 

program was developed 
largely with federal grants 
and DOT’s partners brought 
funding to the program for 
fabrication and installation 
within their areas.

Elected officials and 
Queens community lead-
ers, including Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), said they 
believe the system will be 
effective and provide direct 
information to residents 
and tourists.

“As Long Island City is 
integrated into the launch 
of this wonderful system, 
we will be able to highlight 
one of New York City’s hot-
test neighborhoods for all 
to see,” he said. “With some 
of the city’s best cultural 
institutions and arts orga-
nizations, Western Queens 
offers a wide array of ven-
ues that will once and for 
all put Long Island City on 
the map for good.”

Continued from Page 46 

Walks

Carl Dogali, the foreman 
for the Forest Hills Tennis 
Stadium renovations, explains 
what work needs to be done 
before the stadium hosts 
Mumford and Sons Aug. 28. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis
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of the victims were from 
southeast Queens.

Cheung was sentenced 
to 40 years behind bars, but 
will initially only serve half 
that sentence. He will then 
be required to stay out of 
trouble to avoid the second 
half, according to Caroline 
County judicial records.

The crash, along with 
other fatal accidents in-
volving discount bus com-

panies, prompted U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
to draft a bill strengthen-
ing safety requirements 
for tour buses, requiring 
monitors to ensure drivers 
are abiding by rules meant 
to prevent fatigue. The bill 
also required companies to 
publicly post their safety 
records.

In the wake of the com-
pany’s closure, which left 
about 13 people jobless, the 
triumvirate decided not 
to sign any paychecks for 
the month of May, which 

amounted to more than 
$40,000 in unpaid wages, 
Schneiderman said.

As a result of the plea, 
Gin, Shi and Guo forked 
over the back wages and 
were also required to per-
form five days of communi-
ty service, according to the 
sentence handed down by 
Judge  Steven Statsinger.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Buses
day, June 19, morning com-
mute.

Late last year, Hurri-
cane Sandy left much of the 
northeastern rail system 

in shambles with delays 
and cancellations slowing 
down commuters for weeks 
or even months.

In the aftermath of the 
storm, Israel was aggres-
sive in putting pressure 
on Amtrak to act quickly 
to restore more than 40 

cancelled rush hour LIRR 
trains in the weeks leading 
up to Christmas.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 4 

Trains

settled on the Mets.
Parks later clarified 

that if parking revenues 
exceed a certain threshold, 
which they have in the past, 
the Mets split the money 
with the city. 

There were other in-
consistencies between the 
statement and the testi-
mony.

The USTA’s Smith said 
a maximum of between 
30,000 and 35,000 people at-

tended the US Open on any 
given day. But the average 
weekday ticket sales during 
the first week of the open in 
2011 was 46,562, according 

to the impact statement. 
On the first weekend, that 
number jumped to 53,228.

The association later 
clarified that Smith was 
talking only about the day 
session attendance, which 
can differ from ticket sales, 
and omitted the night ses-
sion attendance.

The USTA’s proposal 
now heads to a City Coun-
cil subcommittee vote and 
then to the full Council 
vote, which is expected 
sometime in July.

Continued from Page 5 

USTA

Borough Park Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandowski (l.) and 
USTA head Gordon Smith testi-
fy at a City Council hearing. 

Image courtesy USTA  

But those outdated 
buildings were demol-
ished to make way for ones 
that could accommodate 
larger, modern aircraft.

The Port Authority 
of New York and New Jer-
sey noted it has worked 
to preserve historic struc-
tures at each of its major 
airports, including Eero 
Saarinen’s TWA Terminal 
at JFK, but said it has to 
balance preservationists 
and economic concerns.

“The old Pan Am 
Worldport terminal at JFK 
served this region for more 
than a half century, but is 
obsolete for 21st century 
aviation purposes,” the 
agency said in a statement. 

“Unfortunately, JFK is a 
land-constrained airport 
and the choice we face is 
between job creation today 
in Queens and preserva-
tion of a facility that is no 
longer functional.”

Stramaglia said he 
understands the need for 
modern terminals, but 
they just do not inspire 
him the way the Jet Age 
ones do.

“The modern designs 
are necessary. The old, his-
toric terminals are not de-

signed for today’s security 
requirements,” he said, la-
menting the generic feel to 
Terminal 4. “The way they 
designed [the Worldport], 
there’s really nothing like 
it. You’re never going to see 
something like that again, 
and for that reason I think 
they should keep it.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 4 

Pan Am

The historic Pan American Worldport at JFK Airport is scheduled 
to be demolished. Photo courtesy the Pan Am Historical Foundation
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Keith Smart needed a 
bit of convincing and rein-
forcement of his skills and 
potential as a sabre fencer 
entering his freshman 
year at St. John’s Univer-
sity. 

Smart, a Flatbush na-
tive, came in feeling un-
worthy of his scholarship 
and unsure of himself. 
That quickly changed. 
He won the NCAA title in 
his first year and it trans-
formed his outlook on the 
present and the future.   

“I realized that if I 
kept working, I could do 
some really cool things in 
this sport,” Smart said. 

Extraordinary things 
are more like it. 

Smart, who recently 
was inducted into the St. 

John’s Athletics Hall of 
Fame, went on to become 

one of the best United 
States sabre fencers ever. 
He was a four-time All-
American and a two-time 
individual NCAA national 
champion. Smart helped 
St. John’s win the 2001 
NCAA team title.

He was a three-time 
Olympian with the U.S. 

men’s saber team and 
helped lead the squad to 
a silver medal at the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing, its 
best-ever finish. Smart 
became the first-ever U.S. 
fencer to be ranked No. 1 
in the world in 2003. Med-
aling and standing on the 
podium were a life high-
light.  

“It’s a dream,” Smart 
said. “The Olympics is 
once every four years and 
the hardest competition 
because it’s once every 
four years. To have ev-
erything come together at 
that moment is really spe-
cial. It’s something that I 
am really proud of.”

Smart, now 34, retired 
from fencing after the 2008 
Olympics despite being 
ranked No. 2 in the world 
at the time. He still be-

lieved he accomplished all 
that he could at the time 
and was ready to move 
onto the next stage of his 
life. He left a tremendous 
legacy behind

“He is probably one of 
the best American men’s 
sabre fencers,” said for-
mer St. John’s teammate 
and Hall of Fame inductee 
Arlene Steven, a fellow 
2000 Olympian. “He’s go-
ing to be in the Fencing 
Hall of Fame. He’s a legend 
in fencing and he probably 
will be for some time.”

Smart has moved on 
from his athletic career 
and got his MBA from Co-
lumbia University and is 
working as a vice president 
of retirement strategies 
for Bank of America/Mer-
rill Lynch. He still finds 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
James Pitman knew 

he had something special 
in Markell French. The 
John Adam’s boys’ basket-
ball coach didn’t exactly 
know the level of it until 
he moved him to the point 
guard spot in his second 
year on the varsity squad 
as a junior. 

It allowed all of 
French’s best qualities to 
come though and shine. 
The 6-foot-4 French could 
always score, but this al-
lowed him to create scor-
ing chances for others and 
grab a leadership role that 
he thrived in and which 
enableded the team to grow 
around him. 

“He’s extremely co-
operative, extremely hard 
working, led by example, 
not the most vocal person, 
but somebody who could 
lead by example and the 
other players looked up to 
him,” Pitman said.

French became a qua-
si-assistant coach for the 
Spartans. Pitman would 
often go over practice plans 
and scouting reports with 
him to get his input so he 
could better relay them to 
his teammates. 

“To be a point guard 
who is like the assistant 
coach on the court,” Pit-
man said, “that’s what I felt 
like I had in Markell.”

All of it paid off in the 
big way this season. French 
and the team had its finest 
campaign.  He averaged 
13.6 points per game, 7.3 
rebounds and 7 assists in 
league play and helped 
the Spartans win the pro-

gram’s first ever PSAL 
Class A city title as the No. 
13 seed. He had 13 points, 
eight rebounds and nine as-
sists in finals against Mc-
Kee/Staten Island Tech. 

Things only got better 
from there. John Adams 
traveled to Albany and con-
tinued its historic season 
in the New York State Fed-
eration tournament. It up-
set McKinley (Section 6) in 
the semifinal to become the 
first PSAL team to reach 
the title game since 2001 
with French leading all 
scorers with 22 points.

“He performed really 
well in the playoffs.” Pit-
man said.

What came next 
still leaves a bad taste in 
French’s mouth. The Spar-
tan fell a win shy of a crown, 
falling to Albany Academy 
in the final. French on a 
rare off-night had just six 
points. Still everyone in the 

Wingate winner 
serves as key for 
historic season

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 53

Former St. John’s fencers Keith Smart (l.) and Arlene Stevens stand next to former coach Yuri Gelman after being inducted into the 
school’s Athletics Hall of Fame. Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletic Communications/Vincent Dusovic

SJU not on fence about Smart
Swordsman champion inducted into school’s Athletic’s Hall of Fame

John Adams High School bas-
ketball player Markell French 
holds his Wingate Award. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

It’s a dream. To 
have everything 
come together 
at that moment 
is really special. 
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Randall Wilson was 
just a face in the crowd be-
fore earning recognition 
for being just exactly that. 

The John Adam’s 
cricket star was featured 
in the special Faces of the 
Crowd section of Sports Il-
lustrated’s June 24 issue be-
cause of his stellar career 
at the Ozone Park school 
and for being a member of 
the United States Under-19 
cricket national team. The 
weekly section is dedicated 
to honoring outstanding 
amateur athletes. Wilson 
was ecstatic to be included. 

“To be featured in 
Sports Illustrated is just 
amazing,” he said.  

It only added to the 
way his friends viewed 
what he did and accom-
plished, he said. They knew 
he was good at the sport 
and has been a part of Unit-
ed States cricket for the last 
four years, but they didn’t 
quite understand how pres-
tigious that was. Cricket 
is not a major sport in the 
U.S. All of a sudden he had 
national recognition. 

“They don’t know it’s 
much bigger than that,” 
Wilson said. “Since they 
saw it in the Sport Illus-
trated I’ve told them about 
it. Everyone is like, ‘He is 
really playing at a high 
level.’”

Wilson has arguably 
been the best cricket player 
in New York City since he 
was a sophomore, earn-
ing three straight Mayor’s 
Cup most valuable player 
awards. Most recently Wil-
son was named the PSAL 

Wingate Award winner, 
given to the top senior in 
each of the league’s sports. 
Spartans coach Alex Na-
varrete then made good on 

his promise to offer Ran-
dall’s story to Sports Illus-
trated. 

“The guy is amazing,” 
the coach said.

Being in Faces in the 
Crowd brought to light some 
of the great accomplish-
ments of one of the nation’s 
best athletes in his sport, 
which is usually passed 
over in a sports scene more 
concerned with basketball, 
baseball and football.

The all-arounder led 
the PSAL in wickets taken 
with 20 in just eight match-
es this season. He had to 
miss two games late in the 
season to travel to Florida 
to try out for the national 
team and Adams, who had 
lost just once at the time, 
ended up dropping both.

“It shows you how 
much of a difference this 
kid can make,” Navarrete 
said. 

Wilson had four career 
100-run games, including a 
career-high of 164 without 
recording an out. Wilson 
will compete with the U.S. 
National team in July at the 

Division One ICC Americas 
Championships in Toronto. 
Randall takes nothing for 
granted.

“I know there are a 
lot of people out there who 
want the position,” Randall 
said. “I just have to keep 
working and working to 
prove to other people that I 
belong there.” 

Naverrete believes 
he does and the longer he 
keeps playing with the U.S. 
cricket teams the better 
chance he has of becoming 
a professional in the sport 
and possibly playing for the 
country’s senior national 
team. Wilson would like 
nothing more. 

“I play for fun, but if 
there is an opportunity to 
play for the national team 
when I get older, I would 
really enjoy that moment,” 
Wilson said. “That’s my 
goal.”   

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Bayside’s Jenny Qu 
and Theodore Mleczkowski 
are different people on the 
handball court.

The seniors have a 
more reserved, quiet de-
meanor outside competi-
tion, but during it they 
and their teammates made 
enough noise for both play-
ers to earn the PSAL’s Win-
gate Award, given to the top 
senior in each sport.

“I thought it was cool,” 
Qu said.

Commodores boys’ 
handball Coach Venoid 
Kublall said teachers in the 
school can’t believe Mlecz-
kowski is one of his team’s 
top players because he isn’t 
vocal in the classroom. 
Qu was taken aback by 
winning the Wingate, not 
knowing what it was until 
days before receiving it. It 
left her reluctant to attend 
the dinner at the Brooklyn 
Marriott and speak in front 
of a ballroom full of people. 

She eventually relented, 
but kept it short and sweet. 
That’s not the same person 
Bayside girl’s handball 
Coach Ken Dyckman has 
watched play.

“Believe me, on the 
court she is not quiet at 

all,” he said. “She’s the 
best handball player I’ve 
been around in the last five 
years.”

The shyness is the 
opposite of the emotion 
she plays with. Qu is the 
league’s top player. She 

went undefeated this sea-
son and posted a career 
mark of 31-1 over the past 
three seasons.

Qu, also the league’s 
individual champion, led 
the Commodores to a PSAL 
city title after they lost in 

the finals the last two sea-
sons. She had 55 aces in 12 
matches, showing off her 
signature serve.

Qu won the clinching 
match of the team champi-
onship 21-12 against Mid-
wood’s Olivia Kyi after fall-
ing behind 5-0. Dyckman 
thought about letting her 
play the match before, but 
was confident he had not let 
the title slip away in the big 
moment.

“I could have put her 
in the fourth match to tie it, 
but I know mentally she is 
so strong that I save her for 
last,” he said. “Once we got 
to her I knew we were going 
to win.”

Winning is all Mlecz-
kowski has done during his 
career. He completed the 
rare feat of leading Bayside 
to back-to-back city titles, 
winning the invitational 
tournaments, individual 
title and taking home the 
Wingate Award all in the 
same year. Qu also matched 
his efforts on the girls’ 
side.

“It’s an amazing ac-
complishment for him,” 
Kublall said.

Mleczkowski, who be-
gan playing handball in 
sixth-grade and was unde-
feated in the playoffs and 
9-2 overall with 59 aces and 
20 kills in 12 matches. He 
won more than 40 matches 
in the four years at Bayside 
and his dominant 21-1 win 
over Francis Lewis’ Darren 
Chin clinched this season’s 
team title.

“We have a legacy that 
will never be forgotten for 
handball and it means a lot 
to us,” Mleczkowski, said.

That goes for the Com-
modores teams as well as 
their two stars, who have 
helped make it all possible. 
The two enjoyed their many 
successes together.

“We both won major 
tournaments and won a city 
title,” Mleczkowski said. “It 
means a lot. It’s special to 
do it with a girl I know from 
my school.”

Bayside handball athletes score big on and off the court

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Bayside High School Wingate Award winners Theodore Mleczkowski (l.-r.), Jenny Qu and Danielle 
Glazer were honored at the annual dinner. Mleczkowske and Qu play handball and Glazer is on the 
soccer team. Photo by Yinghao Luo

John Adams cricket star Randall Wilson was featured in Sports 
Illustrated’s Faces in the Crowd. Photo courtesy Alex Navarrete

Cricket star Wilson earns national recognition
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school and the city took no-
tice of what he and the team 
accomplished. 

“All my classmates and 
teachers, they still support-
ed us because they knew we 
did something really special 

for the school,” French said.
The love shown to him 

and his team continued 
when French was selected 
to be the PSAL’s Wingate 
Award winner, an honor 
given to the top senior in 
each sport. It is tradition-
ally given to a player from a 
Class AA school, making it 
extra special for French. 

”It’s gives me more 
pleasure,” he said. “This 
is a small school not really 
known for basketball. It 
feels better.”

French hope his suc-
cess and the team’s title 
will change the way people 
view John Adams as a bas-
ketball school. He predicts 
more good things to come.   

Wingate

Smart
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On June 16, the 7th-grade girls of Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament located in 
Bayside claimed their second Diocesan 
Championship in three  years, with a fi-
nal score of 7-6 over Our Lady of Hope. 

The O.L.B.S. girls, affectionately 

known as “The Blue Diamonds,” became 
the champs of the Rookie Division.

They finished the season with an 
outstanding record of 14 wins and one 
loss. 

“I am the luckiest coach around 

Continued from Page 51

Continued from Page 51

time to run a local fencing 

youth organization. He 
is currently a nominee to 
be enshrined in the U.S. 
Fencing Hall of Fame, but 
considers his St. John’s in-

duction the highest honor 
he’s received so far. 

“This is definitely the 
highlight of my career,” 
Smart said.  

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament’s 7th-grade girls’ softball team celebrates their champion-
ship win. Pictured are, top row, Coach Pat Dennehy (l. to r.), Head Coach Jim Sweeney, Coach 
Val Cupelli and Coach Mike Sergio; middle row, Fiona Fragoman (l. to r.), Celeste Henriquez, 
Regan Goger, Skyler Kiernan, Arafa Seby, Julia Lavelle, Olivia Sergio, Megan Reid and Olivia 
Cupelli; bottom row, Alessandra Cavera (l. to r.), Robyn Landolfi, Jenna Altsmensberger, 
Victoria Monaco, Jillian Doherty, Chloe Sweeney and Elizabeth Rocco. Not pictured: Angel 
Shinh

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
earn second championship
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have faced immeasur-
able hardships in the six 
months since the storm,” 
the letter read. “New York-
ers expect the Red Cross to 
deliver emergency aid and 
we cannot accept that these 
funds should be allocated 
at a later date to address 
long-term needs. Sitting on 
this unspent money is an 
insult to both the victims 

of Hurricane Sandy and 
the generous donors to the 
American Red Cross.”

As of June 17, the Red 
Cross had received $304 
million for Sandy recov-
ery, according to Alicia 
Maxey Greene, the commu-
nications director for Long 
Term Hurricane Recovery. 
She said Monday that the 
organization has spent or 
has made commitments 
to spend $225 million, or 
almost three-quarters, of 
those funds.

Lyons said he and his 
family have had to be pa-
tient for eight months, but 
the wait has been worth-
while. Everyone present at 
the event expressed grati-
tude for relief efforts, but 
perhaps none more so than 
Lyons.

“This is hope for our 
family and hope for our 
kids,” he said. “We can have 
warm shelter, food and care 
for our family. This will 
help us get back on track to 
where we were.”

was one of the several 
Democrats to vote in favor 
of the bill and was opposed 
to dropping any of the 10 
provisions. She joined 
with several other female 
Assembly members as the 
bill was heard in Albany 
vowing to only consider the 
Women’s Equality Act as 
one cohesive piece.

“The Women’s Equal-
ity Act closes loopholes 
and legal gray areas within 
the law to finally establish 
equal pay, equal rights and 
self-autonomy,” Rozic said. 
“It is time to end inequity 
in the workforce and in 
housing opportunities, to 
give women equal pay for 
equal work and to protect 
the health of women across 
New York state.”

Advocacy group Naral 
Pro-Choice New York came 
out against the governor 
dropping any parts of the 
legislation for the better-
ment of the bill, which 
eventually led to its failure 
to pass by session’s end af-
ter state Sen. Ruben Diaz 
(D-Bronx) joined with Re-
publicans to shoot it down.

“The New York state 
Senate failed the 10 mil-
lion women of New York 
by refusing to pass all 10 
widely popular and deeply 
necessary points that com-
prise the Women’s Equality 
Act,” a spokeswoman said. 
“Because they refused to 
bring a vote to the floor 
on critical protections for 
a woman’s right to choose, 
they left the whole agenda 
on the table.”

The key provision that 
ended up being the deal 
breaker centered around 

freedom of choice. Cuomo 
said the bill would have 
codified existing law to 
protect a woman’s right 
to obtain an abortion and 
ensure that state laws are 
consistent with the law of 
the land. All other nine pro-
visions received support in 
the Republican-controlled 
Senate until the abortion 
provision was introduced, 
leading to the entire bill’s 
failure.

“Each and every one 
of these issues is vitally 
important to the future of 
women in our state, and 
New Yorkers deserve to 
know where their elected 
representatives stand on 
all of them,” Cuomo said. 
“New York is the last place 
where women’s rights 
should be held back. It is 
the place where they must 
move forward.”

have the same battles.”
Bloomberg said the 

budget’s highlights includ-
ed the adding of $250 million 
to projects fighting increas-
ingly powerful storms, $144 
million to fund after-school 
programs, including seven 
city Beacons, and $58 mil-
lion for the New York City 
Housing Authority.

The city Parks Depart-
ment warned this month 
that four pools, including 
one at Fort Totten in Bay-
side, might close unless 
funding was found. The fi-
nal budget saved them.

Northeast Queens lead-
ers also rallied to keep sev-
en city Beacon programs, 
including one at MS 158 in 
Bayside, off the financial 
chopping block for the sec-
ond year in a row. The final 
budget saved them.

“We can’t keep coming 
back here year after year,” 
said Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece at 
a rally for the Beacon earli-
er this year. “It has to be in 

the budget every year.”
Just as they had done 

over the past several years, 
borough officials called on 
the Bloomberg adminis-
tration to save 20 fire com-
panies, including Engine 
Co. 306 in Bayside, facing 
threats of closing. The final 
budget saved them.

“It seems like every 
year, they put the fire hous-
es on the block,” said state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside). “It’s a 
budget dance.”

Libraries throughout 
the borough spent months 
protesting cuts threatening 
to limit the amount of days 
they open their doors. City 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) helped 
rally with his southern 
Queens libraries and cel-
ebrated the advocacy when 
the budget news broke.

“Happy to report that 
no day cares, firehouses, 
libraries and NYCHA cen-
ters will close in my dis-
trict this year,” he said.

The most recent bud-
get was the last to come out 
of the Bloomberg adminis-
tration, and a heated field 

of contenders looking to re-
place him criticized parts 
of his performance.

City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio said the bud-
get should have pulled 
more money from wealthy 
New Yorkers to add school 
seats and strengthen edu-
cation in the city.

“This isn’t the way 
to fundamentally address 
income inequality in our 
city,” he said. “We need a 
game-changer, not another 
‘budget dance’ that leads to 
the same predictable con-
clusion.”

City Comptroller 
John Liu argued that 
Bloomberg’s budget failed 
to address city workers op-
erating under expired la-
bor contracts, leaving the 
job for his successor.

“True, he restored 
most of his threatened 
cuts, and perhaps the peo-
ple of the city of New York 
should be grateful for those 
crumbs,” Liu said. “But the 
plain fact of the matter is 
the mayor stayed too long 
at the party, and history 
won’t forgive him.”

5-4 along ideological lines 
when it ruled unconstitu-
tional Section 4 of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act, which 
contained the formula 
used to identify jurisdic-
tions that had a history of 
disenfranchising minori-
ties from voting.

Writing for the major-
ity opinion, Chief Justice 
John Roberts reasoned 
that the formula had “no 
logical relation to the pres-
ent day,” leaving open the 
possibility that Congress 
could come up with a new 
formula the court would 
find appropriate. Despite 
the rancor between the 
two political parties in 
Congress,  U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) echoed 
Meeks’ sentiment that 
Congress could come to-
gether.

“Although this deci-
sion is a setback, it will 
not end our efforts to com-
bat discriminatory vot-
ing practices,” she said. 
“I urge Congress to pass 
legislation that would re-
vamp this law.”

The jurisdictions 
identified by the Section 
4 formula were required 
to seek federal approval — 
or pre-clearance — when 
seeking to make changes 
to practices or policies 
affecting voters, such as 
redrawing district lines 
or changing polling sites 
during an election.

Six states and four 
counties were originally 
identified in 1965, while 
Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx were added in 
1975 when Congress ex-
tended the act and expand-
ed Section 4’s litmus test.

A statewide English 
literacy test was found 
to suppress Latino voter 
registration in the three 
boroughs, where Spanish 
speakers made up more 
than 5 percent of voting-
age citizens.

Queens did not meet 
this threshold, but since 
the three boroughs did the 
entire state was essential-
ly brought under the pre-
clearance provision.

Jerry Vattamala, of 
the Asian American Le-
gal Defense and Education 
Fund, said since any state-
wide or citywide plan af-
fecting voters included the 
three boroughs, the entire 
plan required federal ap-
proval. 

“Queens really ben-
efited from having its 
neighboring counties cov-
ered,” he said.

In theory, all 150 state 
Assembly and 63 state Sen-
ate districts New York leg-
islators drew following the 
2010 census were subject 
to federal review, though 
Vattamala said upstate 
lines probably received 
less scrutiny.

The same goes  for 
city redistricting propos-

als and changes affecting 
citywide elections.

“A lot of the changes 
the Board of Elections 
tried to do affected Queens 
and had to be pre-cleared,” 
he added.

Without the pre-
clearance protection, 
lawmakers will not need 
approval next time they 
draw district lines and the 
city Board of Elections can 
use the old lever-operated 
voting machines without 
seeking clearance.

State Sen. James 
Sanders (D-Jamaica) 
pointed to recent attempts 
to dissuade minority vot-
ers from casting their 
votes in the 2012 presiden-
tial election and blasted 
the court’s decision.

“In recent elections 
across our nation, in re-
sponse to increased po-
litical participation by 
various racial and ethnic 
groups, we have seen the 
efforts of the right-wing 
political machine to dis-
enfranchise Americans as 
they exercise their consti-
tutional right to vote,” he 
said. ”This decision is a 
step backwards to the days 
of Jim Crow.”

Continued from Page 1 

Voting

Continued from Page 9 

Sandy

shooting and that she knew 
the victim.

“I couldn’t believe it,” 
she said. “It’s crazy because 

it’s close to home.”
Of the victim, she said, 

“We always used to chill 
here — I knew him,” she 
said. “He was a quiet guy, 
he was friendly. I’m just 
very shocked.”

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 5 

Equality

Continued from Page 5 

Budget

Continued from Page 2 

Murder

Voters wait in line to cast their ballots in the November 2012 elec-
tion. The U.S. Supreme Court invalidated a key provision of the 
1965 Voting Rights Act.
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