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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens lawmakers dug 
in their heels this week over a 
controversial anti-profiling bill 
that would allow individuals to 
sue the city in state court over 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk prac-
tices.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
has promised to veto the Com-
munity Safety Act, which would 
create an inspector general to 
oversee the Police Department 
and expand on the definition of 
bias-based profiling. The more 
contentious part of the act, a bill 
which would allow alleged vic-
tims of profiling to sue the city, 
passed with the bare minimum 
34 votes that would be needed to 
override the mayor’s red pen.

Bloomberg and the profil-
ing bill’s opponents have vowed 
to turn at least one of those yeas 
into a nay.

Continued on Page 43

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A teen husband and wife 
who died in a high-speed crash on 
the Grand Central Parkway Sat-
urday will share a final resting 
place as their families raise their 
14-month-old baby together, the 
child’s relatives said.

“They were lovers that 
not even death could separate,” 
Meera “Jestina” Dukharan’s 
grandmother, Jina Mangru, said 
of the pair, who were slated to be 
buried together Wednesday. Both 

Dukharan’s relatives and the par-
ents of 18-year-old Anil Persaud 
plan to raise little Meya Persaud, 
who was orphaned by the crash.

“She is loved by all of us,” 
Mangru said. “She is all of the 
memory that is left from Anil and 
Jestina. That is the proof of their 
love.”

Persaud and Dukharan 
were ejected from the back seat 
of a Honda Civic when the car 
careened into a guardrail at 
about 4 a.m. Saturday morning 

Continued on Page 46
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Pammy Hernandez holds a photo of her daughter, Meera Dukharan, and son-
in-law, Anil Persaud, who were both killed in a car crash on the Grand Central 
Parkway. Photo by Christina Santucci

Teen parents 
die in crash on 
Grand Central
Grandparents will raise couple’s baby girl
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The city is floating the 

idea for a permanent ferry 
that would serve the Rock-
aways. 

The peninsula now has 
a temporary ferry service, 
but permanent service may 
be a possibility, depending 
on the results of a citywide 
ferry study that will begin 
in the fall. The study would 
also determine if adding 
a second location in Far 
Rockaway on the east end 
would be feasible.

The study is actually 
a follow-up to another one 
conducted in 2011, accord-
ing to Patrick Muncie, a 
spokesman for the city’s 
Economic Development 
Corporation, the group that 
agreed to do the study.

“It’s very preliminary, 
very basic,” he said. “We’ll 
take a look at the results 
and go from there.”

Muncie could not give 
an estimated date of com-
pletion for the study or an 
estimated cost.

Jonathan Gaska, dis-
trict manager for Com-
munity Board 14,  which 

covers Far Rockaway, said 
a permanent ferry would 
be wonderful because the 
peninsula is poorly served 
by mass transportation. 
The ferry cuts the commute 
into Manhattan almost in 
half, he said.

“If the city made the 
ferry permanent, that 
would be an economic boost 
to our community and busi-
nesses,” he said. “It would 
allow us to become a thriv-
ing economic generator for 
the city of New York.”

There currently is a 
Rockaway ferry that runs 
from 108th Street at Beach 
Channel Drive to Pier 11 in 
Lower Manhattan. It was 
implemented in November 
to temporarily replace the 
A train after Hurricane 
Sandy ravaged New York 
City’s transit system, crip-
pling the A subway line. De-
spite the A train’s return, 
ferry service has continued 
because ridership remains 
high.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
Tuesday that the Rock-
away commuter ferry, op-
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
AT&T and city officials 

recently unveiled a solar 
power charging station pi-
lot program that will allow 
residents to charge their 
mobile devices throughout 
the city, including several 
areas in Queens.

The AT&T Street 
Charge initiative, an-
nounced June 18, will pro-
vide free solar-powered 
charging stations across 
the five boroughs where 
the public can charge their 
smartphones, tablets and 
other mobile devices, all as 
part of an ongoing effort to 
keep New Yorkers connect-
ed throughout the city.

AT&T teamed up with 
solar technology company 
Goal Zero and Brooklyn-
based design firm Pensa to 
develop the initiative.

Between now and the 
end of summer, AT&T will 
deploy 25 charging stations 
across the city. To date, two 
stations are active at Fort 
Greene Park in Brooklyn, 
and units are live at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier I, 
Governor’s Island in Staten 
Island and Pier 1 at River-
side Park and Union Square 
Park in Manhattan. 

Officials said Street 
Charge stations are head-
ing to three areas in 
Queens, including Socrates 
Sculpture Park in Long Is-
land City, Clearview Golf 
Course in Bayside and 
Rockaway Beach July 3.

Queens officials, in-
cluding City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-

ria), said the charging sta-
tions that will be installed 
in Queens, especially Long 
Island City, will not only be 
convenient for residents, 
but will also be signifi-
cant in the event of future 
storms, which could cause 
power outages.

“Cellphones are es-
sential parts of our lives,” 
he said, “and these stations 
are convenient and could 
be vital if another blackout 
hits Queens.”

State Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) echoed 
similar sentiments and 
called the program a major 
benefit to the Long Island 
City community.

“I think it’s a terrific 
service,” he said. “To be 
able to do that in a park 
while people are enjoying 
public space is tremendous 
to me.”

Officials said the 
charging stations work 

both during the day and 
at night, in sun or shade. 
During the day, three 
monocrystaline solar pan-
els collect the sun’s energy 
to charge powerful internal 
batteries, which enable sta-
tions to power up phones, 
tablets and other devices 
quickly.

The stations, which are 
12 feet high, will operate 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week and include adapters 
for micro USB-powered de-
vices as well as iPhones, of-
ficials said.

New York State Presi-
dent of AT&T Marissa 
Shorenstein said two years 
ago the company intro-
duced free Wi-Fi in 26 areas 
across city parks and last 
year became one of the first 
major carriers to offer un-
derground cellular service 
on 36 subway platforms. To 
date, 28 city parks have free 
Wi-Fi.

Solar-powered charg-
ing stations, Shorenstein 
said, will provide a vital 
and easily accessible ser-
vice for many across the 
city.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the new 
program will ensure im-
proved connectivity and 
access to wireless technol-
ogy, especially in the wake 
of Hurricane Sandy, when 
mobile technology became 
even more important to res-
idents throughout the city. 
New Yorkers were lined up 
at ATM machines in banks, 
which made power avail-
able to residents without 
power at home.

“After Hurricane San-
dy, I asked our private sec-
tor partners to step up and 
help improve the resiliency 
of New York City,” he said. 
“AT&T is doing just that, 
and we’re grateful for their 
efforts.”

A citywide ferry study that will begin in the fall may bring about 
permanent ferry service for the Rockaways.

Solar-powered charging stations for residents to charge their mobile devices can now be found in 
Socrates Sculpture Park in Long Island City, Clearview Golf Course in Bayside and Rockaway Beach. 

AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews

City to study future
of  Rockaway ferry 

Solar charging sites arrive
New stations for mobile devices set up shop in LIC, Rockaway 

Continued on Page 9
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A group of Maspeth 
students tangoed their 
way to a gold medal in the 
annual Dancing Class-
rooms ballroom final, 
but fell a step short of the 
grand prize.

PS 229 was one of 
three teams to win gold in 
the elementary division, 
but the fourth-graders 
were beaten out by danc-
ers from the Hutchinson 
School in Westchester 
County for the top spot out 
of more than 200 schools 
throughout the entire 
competition.

“They were fabu-
lous, they performed re-
ally well,” said PS 229 
Principal Sibylle Ajwani. 
“They know if you are 
called right away, they got 
bronze. The second round 
we didn’t hear our name 
again and we were even 
happier. Then, of course, 

when we heard our name 
in the third round, they 
knew they had won.”

During the Rainbow 
Team Match Grand Finals 
June 23, students showed 
off their skills in the tan-
go, rhumba, merengue, 
swing and foxtrot at Riv-

erside Church in Manhat-
tan. Each pair performed 
their speciality in the 
first round, and competi-
tors had to demonstrate 
a dance at random in the 
second round.

“In order to win that 
competition, you have to 

be really good in all of 
them and that’s what gets 
you the gold as opposed to 
the bronze,” Ajwani said.

Each of the nine 
schools dresses in a par-
ticular color.

“Our color was indigo, 
which is a difficult color 

to get. It’s between purple 
and violet,” the principal 
said.

Then schools are 
called up in three groups 
to receive their medals, 
concluding with the top 
three teams lining up to 
find out who won the top 
prize.

“They knew they had 
a good chance of getting 
that huge trophy,” Ajwani 
said. “They were a little 
disappointed, but we’ll 
aim for that next year.”

The day after the fi-
nal, PS 229 dancers were 
feted with a large celebra-
tion featuring ice cream 
in the school, at 67-25 51st 
Road.

“Everybody congrat-
ulated them. They knew 
they were famous,” Ajwani 
said.

The principal said she 
hopes to continue working 
with Dancing Classrooms, 
which pairs teaching pro-

fessionals with schools 
for 10 weeks of lessons to 
prepare for the ballroom 
competitions.

“It’s becoming more 
and more difficult to make 
money in the budget, 
but we go through great 
lengths,” she said, ex-
plaining that fund-raising 
efforts help cover some of 
the costs for costumes and 
transportation.

Ajwani said the 
school’s third-grade stu-
dents are already looking 
forward to learning the 
dances next year.

“It doesn’t get old,” 
she said.

PS 152 in Woodside 
also competed in an el-
ementary division and 
placed with a silver medal, 
while Holy Child Jesus 
School in Richmond Hill 
won bronze in the middle 
school final.

Students from PS 229 strike a pose. The Maspeth school took home one of three gold medals in 
Dancing Classrooms’ ballroom competition. Photo courtesy Jess Licata

Maspeth pupils win gold in ballroom competition fi nals
PS 229 fourth-graders take home major prize in June as part of Dancing Classrooms program
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BY PHIL CORSO

Loan interest rates 
doubled this week for more 
than 7 million students 
nationwide and northeast 
Queens reps put the blame 
on the Republican leader-
ship in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Reps. Steve Israel (D-
Melville) and Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) called on 
Congress to pass the Stu-
dent Loan Relief Act of 2013 
earlier this year, which 
would have extended a re-
duction in student loan in-
terest rates for another two 
years.

But the July 1 dead-
line for action came and 
went, ultimately allowing 
the fixed interest rates on 
subsidized federal Stafford 
loans to double from 3.4 per-
cent to 6.8 percent.

Meng pointed a finger 
at House Republicans and 
used strong language in 
her critique of their fail-
ure to act. Their proposal 
included tying loan rates 
to the financial markets, 
which Democrats did not 
support.

“The lack of action 
by the Republican leader-
ship in the House is a cruel 
and heartless attack on 
our nation’s students and 
families,” she said. “Our 
students are our country’s 
most important invest-
ment. An affordable college 
education is an essential 
tool for them to succeed 
in today’s competitive job 
market, and it’s critical for 

the future health and pros-
perity of our nation.”

The House had un-
til July 1 to keep the rates 
from doubling before ad-
journing. Meng said there 
was still hope, however, to 
make a retroactive reduc-
tion to the rates when the 
House reconvenes July 8.

The College Cost Re-
duction and Access Act was 
passed under President 
George W. Bush in 2007, 
lowering interest rates on 
need-based federal Stafford 
loans from 6.8 percent to 
3.4 percent over four years. 
The program was extended 
in 2012 for another year, 
giving the House more time 
to debate whether or not 
rates should be kept at the 
low rate.

But Israel said Con-
gress needed more time to 
consider extending the rate 
cuts before the country’s 
college students are forced 
to make more than $1,000 
more in repayments each 
year.

“An affordable and 
quality college education 
should be readily available, 
but too many students today 
are facing crippling student 
loan debt,” Israel said. “If 
nothing is done, millions of 
students and families will 
face higher student interest 
rates that they simply can’t 
afford.”

Israel said outstand-
ing student debt currently 
sits at more than $1 trillion, 
with graduates leaving 
school owing an average of 

BY JOE ANUTA

Melinda Katz’s two 
decades in public service 
now seem like tailor-made 
preparations for the vacant 
borough president seat 
she is seeking, the former 
lawmaker recently told 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

Katz represented For-
est Hills in the state As-
sembly from 1994-99, was 
then director of commu-
nity boards under former 
Borough President Claire 
Shulman until 2002 and 
served in the City Council 
from 2002-09.

“I think people feel 
like they need an advocate 
who can not only advocate, 
but who also has the expe-
rience and the expertise to 
move the borough forward. 
I think everybody says they 
want to do these things,” 
she said in a sit-down inter-
view. “I have shown that I 
can be effective.”

On the campaign 
trail, Katz has heard from 
Queens residents that land 
use, health care, education 
and cultural institutions 
are some of the major issues 

the next borough president 
needs to tackle.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), City Council-
men Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) and Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) and Republi-
can businessman Tony Ar-
cabascio are also running 
for the seat.

One of Katz’s biggest 
bona fides is her stint as 

chairwoman of the Com-
mittee on Land Use, one of 
the most powerful positions 
in the Council.

The borough presi-
dent does not have legisla-
tive power, as Katz did in 
the Council, but rather an 
advisory role on all vari-
ances and zoning, which 
the mother of two said she 
is prepared for.

“Most every major re-
zoning has a balance,” she 
said, citing as an example 
the 2007 Jamaica rezoning 
she helped usher through. 
It positioned the neighbor-
hood’s commercial corridor 
for economic growth while 
downzoning the surround-
ing residential community 
to protect its character.

Katz sees development 
opportunities in western 
Queens, especially with a 
new technology campus 
setting up 
shop on 
Roosevelt 
Island that 
is expect-
ed to attract small startup 
companies. She also hopes 
to foster more affordable 
housing by offering tax in-
centives to developers, does 
not support the location of a 
possible soccer stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and believes the Unit-
ed States Tennis Center has 
to do more for the commu-
nity in order to gain a new 
piece of the park to add into 
its footprint.

Katz’s expertise in zon-

BY PHIL CORSO

Bullying among 
Queens youth has gotten 
out of hand and it is up to 
the city Department of Ed-
ucation to fix it, borough 
lawmakers said.

Borough City Council 
members called on the city 
to implement mandatory 
anti-bullying training and 
tougher consequences for 
offenders in schools in a 
press conference last week. 
The push came weeks after 
Queens Village 12-year-old 
Gabrielle Molina killed 
herself in a suicide that 
law enforcement officials 
suspected stemmed from 
cyberbullying.

“Bullying is not a 

phase that children go 
through as a normal part of 
growing up,” Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) said. “We live in 
a world where bullying has 
serious, harmful conse-
quences.”

Weprin wrote the city’s 
anti-bullying law, which 
passed in 2011 and required 
the city Human Rights 
Commission to implement 
training courses for city 
employees on bias-related 
harassment. But after news 
broke about Gabrielle’s 
death in his own district, 
Weprin reignited his anti-
bullying push and said the 
city needed to do more.

“A slap on the wrist 
is not enough,” Weprin 

said. “The DOE needs to 
adopt stronger disciplinary 
measures and clear conse-
quences so that students 
will think twice before 
posting or commenting on 
a humiliating photo or on-
line video of another stu-

dent.”
City Councilman 

Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said he has seen 
extreme cases of bullying 
throughout his 25 years as 
a teacher in New York and 
stood with his colleagues 
in government to demand 
tighter anti-bullying poli-
cies.

“I had one child who 
was Sikh and had his tur-
ban pulled off. I had stu-
dents who were bullied 
with the use of the word 
‘gay’ and teased because 
they were perceived to be 
different from other chil-
dren,” he said. “I only left 
teaching four years ago, 
and it was still happening 

City Councilman Mark Weprin 
(r.) outlines his plan to keep 
bullying out of schools. 

Photo courtesy Mark Weprin

Melinda Katz discuss her run for borough president with the 
TimesLedger Newspapers newsroom. Photo by Rich Bockmann

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (l.-r.) and Steve Israel join students at 
Queensborough Community College and urge the House leader-
ship to keep their loan interest rates low.

Weprin wants tougher bullying laws

Katz counts on experience
After brief hiatus, boro prez hopeful returns to her roots in government 

Continued on Page 46
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Student debt to soar
after House inaction
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Uncle George’s Greek Tavern, 
a beloved Astoria restaurant that 
specialized in rustic Mediterranean 
cooking, has closed its doors follow-
ing a rent dispute.

The longtime establishment, at 
33-19 Broadway, was seized by city 
marshals June 19, according to the 
city Marshal’s Office. The phone 
number for the popular restaurant, 
which reportedly opened in the late 
1970s, was disconnected, and diners 
were left wondering what became of 
the popular eatery.

Taso Pardalis, an attorney for 
Uncle George’s owners, Ungs Food 
Services, said a new owner, Arvani-
tis Family LLC, recently purchased 
the building and filed claims alleging 
that the restaurant owed thousands 
in unpaid rent.

“It’s an alleged back debt of 
$55,000,” said Pardalis, of Pardalis & 
Nohavicka LLP. “Our client disputed 
that, and that was not proven. Things 

piled up, and it didn’t make sense for 
them to continue operation at this lo-
cation.”

The Uncle George’s  owners left 
the site early June, he said.

A spokesman for My New York 
Commercial Group, a real estate bro-
ker hired by Arvanitis Family LLC to 
lease the property, called the situation 
“a shame.” He said that unpaid taxes 
and debts led to the restaurant’s clos-
ing, but declined further comment.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria), who frequented Uncle 
George’s often and recalled its deli-
cious specialty of grilled meats and 
dishes, said he was disappointed to 
hear of the restaurant’s closing.

“When I was younger, I’d be out 
more frequently,” he said, noting he 
would visit the restaurant. “They had 
unique grilled meats. There was not 
a single person who was growing up 
who hadn’t been to Uncle George’s on 
a late night to enjoy Greek food. It’s a 
loss of a landmark.”

Asked if the restaurant, known 
for its tzatziki, barbecued pork and 
chicken and roasted leg of lamb, could 
reopen elsewhere, Pardalis said that 
is a possibility.

“They are considering that — 
that very well may happen,” he said. 
“It was a landmark in our neighbor-
hood. It was there for a very long time. 
It’s a sad day in Astoria.”

Reach reporter Chris Engelhardt 
by e-mail at cengelhardt@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
During the day, down-

town Jamaica is jam-
packed with young people 
shuffling to and from York 
College or shopping on Ja-
maica Avenue, but come 
nighttime the area doesn’t 
exactly have the cultural 
cache neighboring bor-
oughs can claim.

“I know that me, per-
sonally, being an artist — 
a lot of the things I patron-
ize are out of the borough,” 
said Aponi Smith, a board 
member at the Afrikan Po-
etry Theatre. “And when 
I’m at places in Brooklyn 
or Harlem, I run into peo-
ple from Queens there.”

The cultural history 
of southeast Queens is by 
now well-documented — 
from jazz’s heyday in the 
early part of the 20th cen-
tury to the modern hip-
hop era — but Smith said 
the area is full of mural-
ists, performers and other 

artists who would stay lo-
cal if they had a neighbor-
hood outlet.

The theater, on the 
outskirts of downtown at 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., is 
planning some events for 
the summer aimed at cre-
ating the sort of artsy vibe 
enjoyed by other neighbor-
hoods.

“Jamaica has a huge 
community of artists, but 
it’s not really a scene,” she 
said.

Starting July 11, the 
theater will host a weekly 
Summer Soul Cinema se-
ries. The Thursday night 
double features will begin 
with an indoor screen-
ing at 7 p.m. followed by a 
showing in the theater’s 
outdoor courtyard and an 
after-party where artists 
and patrons can mingle.

The cultural center 
will also be providing act-
ing workshops.

Smith, who also goes 
by the stage name Apani 

B. Fly, is an emcee who has 
worked with musicians 
such as Mos Def and Talib 
Kweli.

She collaborated with 
Hasan Johnson, the artist 
who created the “Stop the 
Violence” mural outside 

the Parsons/Archer sub-
way stop, to adorn the the-
ater’s courtyard.

Afrikan Poetry, she 

said, is operating on a 
shoestring budget after 
funding cutbacks, and she 
is drawing on “favors and 
phone calls” to head up the 
summer’s ambitious pro-
grams.

Smith said the beauty 
supply stores that line Ja-
maica Avenue are doing 
good business, and there 
is no reason their daytime 
customers cannot be the 
neighborhood’s night-time 
art patrons.

“Who’s buying all 
those hair weaves?” she 
asked. “Not old people.”

Plans for a sit-down 
barbecue restaurant and 
a new hotel are also in the 
works for the long-sought-
after revitalization of 
downtown Jamaica.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

A special permit appli-
cation for the 5Pointz rede-
velopment project has been 
tweaked to include addi-
tional community benefits 
for Long Island City resi-
dents, the site’s owners told 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall last week.

The Wolkoff family, 
which has owned the site 
for more than 40 years, 
wants to raze 5Pointz, at 
45-46 Davis St. in Long Is-
land City, by the end of the 
year. Design plans call for 
a zoning change to allow 
1,000 residential units, all 
rentals, in a 41-story tower 
and a 47-story tower, which 
would be connected on the 
fifth floor with an espla-

nade.
The plans include an 

indoor pool, a gym, an art 
gallery and a 250-spot park-
ing garage, along with a 
courtyard with a 50-by-200-
foot mural honoring the 
building’s graffiti glory, as 
well as 30,000 square feet of 
outdoor space for the public 
in addition to 50,000 square 
feet of retail space between 
both buildings.

In June, Community 
Board 2 rejected the special 
permit application to de-
velop the graffiti-covered 
warehouse into two high-
rise luxury apartments 
after CB 2’s Land Use Com-
mittee said the project’s 
“excessive size” and “un-
satisfactory design” failed 

John Watsui Branch, executive director of the Afrikan Poetry Theatre, helps a youngster light a can-
dle during a Kwanzaa celebration. The theater is planning a slate of events this summer aimed at 
drawing Jamaica’s artistic community.

Astoria eatery shut after rent feudMarshall reviews
plans for 5Pointz

Afrikan Poetry puts spotlight on arts scene
With Summer Soul Cinema parties, Jamaica theater hopes to capitalize on nabe’s cultural cache

Uncle George’s Greek Tavern, a beloved 
Astoria restaurant, is now closed following 
an alleged rent debt of $55,000.

Continued on Page 46
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Forest Hills man was 
charged with attempted 
murder last week for alleg-
edly stabbing a member of 
a mosque in Kew Gardens 
Hills while screaming anti-
Muslim slurs in November, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

Bashir Ahmad was 
opening the doors of the 
Masjid Al-Saaliheen 
Mosque for prayers Nov. 
18 at about 4:50 a.m., when 
Bernhard Laufer, 55, al-
legedly stabbed him in the 
back, the DA said.

When Ahmad turned 
around and put his arms up 
to defend himself, Laufer 
allegedly continued stab-
bing him in the arms, legs 
and head while spewing 
anti-Muslim invective, the 
DA said.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of having repeat-
edly stabbed the victim in 
a hate-crime attack and to 
have used hateful speech. 

Remarkably, the injuries 
sustained by the victim, 
though serious, were not fa-
tal,” Brown said in a state-
ment. “Crimes fueled by 
hate will never be tolerated 
here in Queens County, the 
most diverse county in the 
nation. When they do re-
grettably occur, they will 
be condemned in the stron-
gest possible terms.”

In addition to attempt-
ed murder as a hate crime, 
Laufer was also charged 
with multiple counts of as-
sault and faces between 
eight and 25 years in prison 
if convicted, according to 
the DA.

In the wake of the No-
vember attack, a group 
of religious leaders from 
various sects and elected 
officials came together at 
the mosque, located at 72-55 
Kissena Blvd., to denounce 
the stabbing.

“Let’s not pretend we 
are all the same,” Dr. Uma 
Mysorekar, of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North 

America, said at the time. 
“We are different, but let’s 
respect those differences.”

Ahmad had mixed feel-
ings about the attack, for-

giving the attacker in some 
reports but telling the New 
York Post “if I ever see him 
again, I will kill him from 
20 feet away.”

Months after the at-
tack on 57-year-old Ahmad, 
who has recovered from his 
injuries, the Kissena Boule-
vard mosque was the site of 

another bias attack, police 
said.

On the evening of 
April 12, another member 
of Masjid Al-Saaliheen was 
followed in his car by a dark 
SUV, police said. When the 
mosque-goer pulled up to 
a stoplight at the corner of 
Union Turnpike and 199th 
Street, the man in the 
car flashed a firearm and 
shouted anti-Muslim slurs, 
according to the NYPD.

But the second inci-
dent only prompted more 
calls for tolerance and un-
derstanding from the com-
munity, including Imam 
Shamsi Ali, director of the 
Jamaica Muslim Center 
and one of the organizers of 
the November rally.

“It is a good opportuni-
ty for the people in the area 
to show that being different 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
living in tension,” Ali told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
after the threat.

Cops make arrest in Flushing mosque stabbing

Think central air conditioning
isn’t an option for your home? 

Think again.

Please call for details. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2013 Petro. P_13219

The latest AC systems require no ductwork and are a cost-effective, 
energy-effi cient cooling solution that can help you save year round!

 •  No expense and hassle of ductwork installation 
— and no ductwork means more effi ciency!

 • Smaller and less expensive than central AC

Call now for special offers!

877.459.0494 petro.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

The NYPD investigates the early morning stabbing at Masjid Al-Saaliheen Mosque.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
In a bedside arraign-

ment at Jamaica Hospital, 
a 40 -year-old man was 
charged with stalking his 
ex-girlfriend and attempt-
ed murder after an off-du-
ty police officer was shot 
when he broke up a domes-
tic dispute on Father’s Day 
in South Jamaica , the dis-
trict attorney said.

Jose Bernazard was 
on the mend from the 
wound he received while 
allegedly struggling with 
Far Rockaway Police Of-
ficer Joseph Koch when 
he was slapped with a 
24-count indictment June 
27, with the top charge of 
attempted murder carry-
ing a maximum of 25 years 
in prison if convicted, DA 
Richard Brown said.

“The defendant has 
been charged with having 
exhibited a total disregard 
for the judicial system and 
the law,” Queens’ top pros-
ecutor said. “He is accused 
of assaulting on four sepa-
rate occasions a woman 
he once dated, repeatedly 
ignoring a lawful mandate 
to stay away from her, and 

with shooting a police offi-
cer attempting to affect his 
arrest. His alleged actions 
clearly show that he is a 
threat to society.”

Brown said the Ozone 
Park man  had allegedly 
been stalking his ex-girl-
friend, Christina Rodri-
guez, for months before 
he showed up at her place 
June 16.

Rodriguez claimed 
she woke one night in Jan-
uary 2012 to find Bernaz-
ard on top of her, choking 
and pummeling her.

He allegedly told po-
lice he “broke the door to 
get in and get my stuff” 
and was arraigned on as-
sault charges, Brown said.

The court served him 
with a restraining order, 
which Rodriguez said 
Bernazard allegedly vio-
lated when he attacked her 
three separate times be-
tween March and Decem-
ber 2012, Brown said.

Police said when Ber-
nazard showed up at Ro-
driguez’s home on Father’s 
Day, he forced his way 
inside and started attack-
ing her and her 10-year-old 
son before the boy ran out 

of the house screaming for 
help.

Koch, who was at a 
nearby barbecue with his 
fiancee, heard the young 
boy’s pleas and, with his 
police shield clipped to his 
waistband, identified him-
self as a cop and went into 
the building, police said.

Authorities said Ber-
nazard was able to get a 
hold of Koch’s gun and al-
legedly shot him once in 
the hand, and in the en-
suing struggle took a bul-
let wound to the abdomen 
himself.

Bernazard, Koch, Ro-
driguez and her son were 
all taken to the hospital.

State Supreme Court 
Justice Deborah Modica 
went to Jamaica Hospital 
so Bernazard could be ar-
raigned on two counts of 
attempted murder, men-
acing a police officer and 
assault in addition to a list 
of charges stemming from 
his alleged attacks on Ro-
driguez, the district attor-
ney said.

Bernazard was or-
dered held without bail 
and is due back in court 
July 22.

Suspected cop shooter 
charged at his bedside

Police investigate a Father’s Day shooting in South Jamaica. An Ozone Park man was arraigned at 
Jamaica Hospital earlier this week on charges stemming from the incident.
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

JAMAICA — A woman who allegedly stole nearly $500,000 in jewelry from 
New York Giants defensive tackle Shaun Rogers’ Miami Beach hotel room was 
arrested in Jamaica, police said.

Subhanna Beyah, 25, was just one part of a greater ring of women who have 
been baiting men throughout southern Florida’s bar scene by drugging them and 
robbing them, police said. Cops picked her up last Friday as she was leaving a fam-
ily treatment center in Jamaica, the New York Post reported.

She was arraigned Monday and ordered held without bail pending proceed-
ings to return her to Florida, police said.

Blotter
JACKSON HEIGHTS — A 56-year-

old man was found dead Monday within 
the confines of the 115th Precinct.

According to the NYPD, around 2 
p.m. officers responded to a 911 call for 
an unconscious male near 72-10 37th Ave. 
Upon arrival, police discovered an un-
conscious and unresponsive man. EMS 
responded and pronounced him dead on 

arrival.
A spokeswoman for the city’s Office 

of the Chief Medical Examiner said an au-
topsy was done, but that further examina-
tion was needed. 

The name of the deceased is being 
withheld pending family notification.

An investigation is ongoing, police 
said.

FAR ROCKAWAY — The NYPD is searching for Randy Ev-
ans who is wanted in connection with criminal mischief in the 
Far Rockaways. 

On June 24, Evans allegedly wrote anti-Semitic messages 
on a Yeshiva, a residential home and two vehicles, police said.

He is described as being a 52-year-old black male, 5-foot-8-
inches and 160 pounds. 

 

LONG ISLAND CITY — A pedes-
trian was taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
after she was struck by a vehicle near 

the Queensboro Bridge early Tuesday 
morning, the FDNY said.

SOUTH OZONE PARK — Police were looking for a 12-year-
old girl who was last seen at her school more than a week ago.

Iona Belvin was last seen at PS 45 around 12:30 p.m. June 
24, wearing a white and green shirt, gray jacket, blue jeans and 
silver sneakers.

She stands 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 120 pounds and wears 
her hair in a ponytail.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Voters in southeast 
Queens got the chance to 
see four of the candidates 
for city public advocate on 
stage together for only a 
few minutes last week as 
they came in and out from 
other engagements, and 
one hopeful said that is ex-
actly why her campaign is 
surging.

The Southeast Queens 
Young Democrats invited 
all five hopefuls vying for 
the city’s watchdog office 
to a forum at York Col-
lege last Thursday night, 
but two of the candidates 
showed up late and one 
had to leave about half-way 
through, giving 
voters just about 
six minutes to see 
the field of con-
tenders together.

Catherine Guerri-
ero, whose campaign has 
flown under the radar so 
far but surged in a recent 
poll, credited the surpris-
ing numbers to her grass-
roots efforts.

“I’ve been to 962 meet-
ings in 13 months,” she 
told TimesLedger Newspa-
pers. “At two-thirds of the 
meetings, I’m the only one 
who shows up.”

In a Wall Street Jour-
nal/NBC/Marist Poll re-
leased the day before the 
forum, 16 percent of reg-
istered Democrats polled 
said they favored Guer-
riero, putting her just one 
point behind City Council-
woman Letitia James (D-
Brooklyn), the only candi-

date not in attendance at 
York.

State Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D-Brooklyn) 
pulled in 8 percent of 
votes, Democrat Reshma 
Saujani got 4 percent and 
54 percent of voters said 
they were undecided, com-
pared to 18 percent in the 
mayoral race.

Candidate Sidique 
Wai did not show up in the 
poll. 

Guerriero, a professor 
of social studies at Colum-
bia University’s Teachers 
College, said that as public 
advocate she would create 
a think tank of graduate 
students to address con-
stituents’ issues.

S q u a d r o n 
apologized for hav-
ing to leave the 
forum about half-
way through, and 

pointed to his record fight-
ing in Albany for afford-
able housing.

“People say afford-
ability is changing in this 
city so quickly and there’s 
nothing we can do about 
it,” he said. “That’s simply 
not true.”

Saujani, who previ-
ously served as deputy 
public advocate and heads 
a nonprofit teaching com-
puter programming skills 
to young women, said she 
would use technology to 
empower New Yorkers.

She spoke of an appli-
cation she has in the works 
that will allow NYCHA 
residents to snap photos of 
overdue repairs with their 

BREAKING NEWS

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Borough President Helen Mar-
shall heard a presentation on the 
Department of City Planning’s East 
Elmhurst rezoning proposal last 
week, a plan the department said will 
protect the neighborhood’s character 
and encourage mixed-use develop-
ment.

The DCP announced a proposal 
for the start of an official public re-
view process for a 127-block rezoning 
of East Elmhurst, in addition to 14 
block fronts along Roosevelt Avenue 
in Corona, in June. The plan is in-
tended to protect the existing char-
acter of East Elmhurst’s residential 
blocks, many of which include one- 
and two-family detached, semi-de-
tached and attached homes.

It would also update commer-
cial overlays to strengthen the area’s 
main commercial corridors, better 
reflect current land use trends and 
inhibit commercial encroachment 
onto residential side streets.

The rezoning area is bounded by 
the Grand Central Parkway on the 
north and east, 32nd Avenue on the 
south and on the west by a northward 
line starting at 91st Street and 32nd 
Avenue to where it intersects with 
the Grand Central Parkway at 80th 
Street.

The commercial overlay changes 
on the south side of Roosevelt Avenue 
to extend from Elmhurst Avenue on 
the west to 114th Street on the east. 
These areas connect the more than 
120 blocks of North Corona that City 
Planning worked with area stake-
holders to rezone in 2003 and ’09.

Community Boards 3 and 4 
unanimously approved the proposal 
in June.

At a Land Use public hearing 
June 27, John Young, director of the 
Queens office of the DCP, said much 
of the area’s existing residential zon-

ing — R3-2 and R4 — has remained 
unchanged since 1961. Recent build-
ing trends throughout the area have 
resulted in the demolition of single-
family detached wooden or masonry 
residential buildings, he said, and re-
placement structures are out of char-
acter and designed as multi-family 
residences.

“We’ve been working on this 
proposal continuously for the past 
few years,” Young said. “The area is 
continuing to grow, but zoning hasn’t 
changed for more than 50 years.”

The proposed zoning districts 
will replace outdated residential zon-
ing with lower-density contextual 
districts — R2A, R3-1, R3A, R3X, R4-1, 
R4 and R4B — that will better corre-
late with existing one- and two-family 
housing patterns and ensure that fu-
ture development will be consistent 
with the established lower-density 
residential composition. An R6B dis-
trict is being proposed for Astoria 

Boulevard.
“It grew a little more than 5 per-

cent between 2000 and 2010,” he said. 
“A lot of that growth is fueled by im-
migration, particularly from South 
America, Central America and Asia.”

Marshall will now make a rec-
ommendation after listening to the 
presentation.

City Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) said she 
remains confident that the proposal 
will eventually become a reality.

“Not only will the latest version 
of the proposed rezoning go a long 
way in preserving the neighborhood 
character,” she said, “but it will also 
help to reinforce the work I have been 
doing to better the commercial corri-
dors in my district.”

Following Marshall’s recommen-
dation, the application moves on to 
the City Planning Commission.

The Department of City Planning announced a proposal for the 127-block rezoning of 
East Elmhurst, in addition to 14 block fronts along Roosevelt Avenue in Corona, in June. 

Image courtesy Department of City Planning

Civic leader Ray Cameron (l.-r.) hosts city public advocate candi-
dates Catherine Guerriero, Daniel Squadron, Reshma Saujani and 
Sidique Wai at a York College forum moderated by political com-
mentator Roy Paul. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Advocate candidates 
meet voters at York

Continued on Page 43

erated by Seastreak, will 
run through Labor Day. It 
operates Monday through 
Friday and costs $2 a ride.

“Ridership numbers 
show that this new ferry 
service is an important 
transportation option 
for Rockaway residents,” 

Bloomberg said in a state-
ment. “The continuation 
of service, along with the 
additional weekend service 
we have also added, will al-
low the Rockaways to keep 
rebounding from Sandy.”

For the summer, there 
is also weekend service 
from Jacob Riis Park in the 
Rockaways to Pier 11, oper-
ated by TWMF Ferry Inc. 
That, however, costs $20 
one way and $30 round trip 

for an adult.
For years the Rock-

away community has been 
fighting for ferry service. 
State Assemblyman Phillip 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
initiated a petition for com-
munity members to ask 
that the ferry stay. Goldfed-
er, flanked by Rockaways 
residents, delivered 3,000 
signatures to City Hall  last 
Friday.

“While each day re-

mains a challenge to re-
build, it is even harder with-
out crucial transportation 
service,” Goldfeder wrote 
in May when he launched 
the petition. “The ferry ser-
vice has not only provided 
an efficient and convenient 
means of transportation, 
but has provided enormous 
assistance to help our com-
munity recover.”

Continued from Page 2

Ferry

Marshall weighs rezoning
Borough prez will make recommendation on East Elmhurst plan
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OTHER VOICES

Do not blame birds for plane collisions

T
he recent near colli-
sion of two passenger 
jets over New York 
City is once again 

proof that there are more 
near-collisions between 
planes due to pilot and con-
trol tower error.

So why were authori-
ties culling Canada geese 
and goslings? It is outra-
geous that these birds 

are being rounded up and 
killed because they might 
possibly cause a collision 
with an airliner.

Yes, passenger and 
flight crew safety is a top 
priority, but it does not 
justify killing birds at all. 
There must be a more hu-
mane way to reduce possi-
ble collisions between birds 
and planes.

Animal organizations 
such as People for the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals, 
the Humane Society and 
the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals need to work 
together with airport offi-
cials to come up with ways 
to reduce this problem.

One thing I could 
never understand was why 

the Port Authority built 
an airport near federally 
protected wetlands where 
thousands of birds and oth-
er wildlife live. That never 
should have been done.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

SUPREME 
DISAPPOINTMENT

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to eviscerate the 
1965 Voting Rights Act sent a chill through Queens, which 
has become a beacon for people from all over the world 
seeking equality.

Even though the ruling applied directly to the Bronx, 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, which had to seek federal ap-
proval before making any changes to election procedures 
because their English literacy test requirement discrimi-
nated against blacks and Hispanics, the ripple effect was 
felt in many corners of this borough.

Now that this protection has been struck down, some 
advocates are worried future changes in election practices 
and the redrawing of district lines could disenfranchise 
black, Hispanic and Asian voters in Queens.

Jerry Vattamala, of the Asian American Legal De-
fense Fund, pointed out that “Queens really benefited 
from having its neighborhood counties covered.”

In his majority opinion, Chief Justice John Roberts 
wrote “our country has changed” and left it up to Congress 
to enact legislation to end racial discrimination “under 
current conditions.”

By punting the responsibility for fair elections to Con-
gress, the majority ignored the fact that the bitterly divid-
ed body was unlikely to muster the strength to duplicate 
the bipartisan effort that extended the Voting Rights Act 
back in 2006 — at least in this session.

Nevertheless, two Queens reps — Gregory Meeks, 
whose district is predominantly black, and Grace Meng, 
the state’s first Asian-American member of Congress — 
have appealed to their fellow lawmakers to suspend the 
political infighting and re-enact the Voting Rights Act.

“Although this decision is a setback, it will not end 
our efforts to combat discriminatory voting practices,” 
Meng said after the 5-4 court decision.

Queens, like the rest of the country, has changed since 
the act was last updated in 1975 and is now the most ethni-
cally diverse county in the United States. It is imperative 
that the largest minorities — blacks, Hispanics and Asians 
— are treated equally at the polls as well as the newcomers 
drawn to the borough by the promise of democracy.

It is ironic the Supreme Court ruled right before the 
July 4 holiday, which commemorates the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, taught in classrooms around 
the world with the ringing words “all men are created 
equal.”
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Stop-and-frisk helps keep city safe from crime
T

he recent attacks 
on stop-and-frisk, a 
constitutional tool 
employed by the city 

Police Department, are 
outrageous. This program, 
instituted in under Police 
Commissioner William 
Bratton and Mayor Ru-
dolph Giuliani, has helped 
bring down major crime 
rates in the city to an all-
time low, to the levels seen 
in the 1950s.

The recent federal law-
suit by proponents against 
stop-and-frisk, the request 
of a federal monitor by 
U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder to examine all stop-
and-frisks performed by the 
police and the recent bills 
passed by the City Council 
will lead to an increase in 
city crime.

If you study cities like 
Chicago and New Orleans, 
which do not employ stop-
and-frisk, crime rates are 

rising alarmingly. There 
are an incredible amount of 
murders and shootings in 
these cities. Interestingly, 
Philadelphia, which has an 
African-American mayor 
and an African-American 
police commissioner who 
both supported and em-
ployed stop-and-frisk and 
were forced to accept a fed-
eral monitor, have now seen 
their crime rates increase.

Stop-and-frisk is used 
to stop gang culture and 
eliminate guns and drugs 
from the streets. Most 
crimes are committed in 
these communities by mi-
norities against minorities. 
You will not see these same 
crimes committed on Park, 
Fifth or Madison avenues.

A police officer must 
have the ability to stop a 
crime from occurring when 
he or she, upon reasonable 
suspicion, suspects that a 
person is about to commit 

a crime or has committed 
a crime. Those screaming 
loudly against stop-and-
frisk in these minority com-
munities do not represent 
the everyday people in their 
communities who yearn for 
safety for themselves and 
their families.

Stop-and-frisk is a use-
ful tool to eliminate drug 
sales, guns and gangs from 
the streets. If criminals are 
targeted, crime will be re-
duced, as is evidenced in the 
reduction of crime citywide 
despite the lower number 
of police officers. To their 
credit, video cameras and 
DNA evidence have been 
crucial in lowering crime, 
but stop-and-frisk is also a 
tool that must continue to 
be employed for us to live in 
a safe city.

There is no question 
that stop-and-frisk can be 
abused by a bad officer, but 
there are plenty of checks 

and balances to determine 
this abuse. A card has to 
be filled out by each offi-
cer who stops and frisks a 
person, and a supervisor 
reviews the same.

The politicians who 
touted and celebrated the 
gun reform legislation in 
New York state are them-
selves hypocritical in fail-
ing to advocate for stop-
and-frisk, which is a major 
weapon in eliminating ille-
gal guns from the streets.

We need to remind 
ourselves of the numerous 
times law enforcement has 
thwarted terrorist acts by 
using stop-and-frisk. This 

enforcement tool is crucial 
not only for crime in the 
city but to stop terrorism 
and protect the innocent 
lives of so many people.

We as citizens have 
no problems being stopped 
and frisked when we go to 
certain events, clubs, ball 
parks, concerts, courts and 
government buildings.

Our seniors, children, 
families and neighbors who 
work hard every day and 
pay their share of taxes, 
fees and costs of living in 
this city deserve at a mini-
mum to be protected from 
crime. It is the least expec-
tation to request that our 

government to protect us 
against crime.

Please make sure you 
vote out those who are es-
sentially guaranteeing 
higher crime rates in the 
city by trying to eliminate 
stop-and-frisk. Shame on 
the politicians who support 
the elimination of stop-and-
frisk and the appointment 
of a federal monitor.

By shackling the 
hands of law enforcement, 
this city will be destroyed 
and we will become a dan-
gerous city like Chicago or 
New Orleans. Our elected 
officials who are eliminat-
ing stop-and-frisk should 
not feed us nonsense about 
gun control when they sur-
reptitiously protect the gun 
hooligans and those perpe-
trating crimes.

John J. Ciafone
City Council Candidate

Astoria

Court made wrong marriage decision

T
he U.S. Supreme 
Court’ ruling on 
gay marriage will 
cause more harm 

than good. The court has 
destroyed and robbed the 
foundation of traditional 
marriage and has single-
handedly destroyed society 
as we know it.

As an openly gay man, 
I am disappointed and out-
raged by this ruling. The 
ruling will force churches 
of all faiths to preform 
same-sex marriages. What-
ever happened to the sepa-
ration of church and state?

I also did not see any-
thing in this recent ruling 
that includes gay people 
who were married by civil 
unions. Will this new rul-
ing include civil union 
partners? I say no.

Now same-sex mar-
riage will leave the doors 
open for other such groups 
who believe they have a 
right to their own beliefs, 

such as pedophiles who be-
lieve they will have a right 
to go after children legally, 
and then you have people 
who like having sex with 
animals.

You will also have ille-
gal immigrants pretending 
they love someone only to 
gain legal status by mar-
rying gay partners and 
divorcing them and tak-
ing their money. How will 
divorce courts determine 
who is the man and woman 
in divorce proceedings?

Before gay marriage 
was introduced to the 
world, everyone was under 
the impression that gay 
people were deviants and 
perverts and no one wanted 
to believe otherwise. Unfor-
tunately for some, this is 
proving true.

I know this from my 
own observations of how 
some gay people act in pub-
lic by having sex in parks 
within 5 feet of women and 

children. Others at night 
and some gay people have 
the audacity to take it upon 
themselves to grab men 
without even knowing if 
they are gay or interested, 
and then some wonder why 
they get assaulted. This 
type of behavior will con-
tinue even more so now 
that the Supreme Court 
recognized gay marriage.

You will even see an 
increase in assaults against 
and killings of gay people 
from this ruling. When you 
force an issue down people’s 
throats, there is bound to be 
backlash and resentment. 
We might as well throw out 
the U.S. Constitution be-
cause it is no longer worth 
the paper it was written on.

Our Founding Fathers 
must be turning over in 
their graves after this trav-
esty of justice.

Paul Priore
Flushing

Religion impedes rights for gays

I
f people say they sup-
port civil unions and 
equal rights for gays 
but feel that the “sacra-

ment” of marriage should 
be between a man and a 
woman, then by excluding 
gays from marriage they 
show that they are not for 
equal rights for gays.

Why? Religion. Islam? 
Judaism? Catholicism? The 
fastest-growing “religion” 
in America is “none of the 
above”: 46 million people 
are atheists — 20 percent 
of America, up 5 percent in 
just the last five years.

Atheists like Christ-
mas, too! We even yell “Oh, 

God” during sex.
Faith means the pur-

poseful suspension of criti-
cal thinking.

It is nothing to be ad-
mired.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone
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Stop-and-frisk is a useful tool to 
eliminate drug sales, guns and gangs 

from the streets.
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T
he election cam-
paigns every year in 
New York state and 
especially in New 

York City have two parts. 
The first is having desig-
nating petitions circulated 
with the candidates’ names 
on them. Each political 
party listed on the ballot 
goes through the petition 
process.

This means that 
members of parties work 
shopping centers and go 
through neighborhoods ob-
taining the required num-
ber of signatures to obtain 
ballot positions for their 

candidates.
Getting petitions 

signed is not an easy job 
and it requires dedicated 
effort. It can be said, how-
ever, that gaining enough 
signatures to qualify your 
candidate is the most im-
portant part of a political 
campaign since not having 
enough signatures means 
the campaign will be 
brought to an abrupt end. 
There will be no campaign 
since the candidate who did 
not get on the ballot cannot 
run for office.

Sometimes petitions 
are challenged before the 
city Board of Elections by 
one candidate against the 
other. The challenger usu-
ally accuses the other of 
not having enough valid 
signatures from registered 
voters in their party. Some-
times there are hearings 
held before the BOE involv-

ing claims and counter 
claims pertaining to the 
validity of designating peti-
tions.

There are petition 
court challenges if the 
BOE hearings fail to settle 
the dispute. A tremen-
dous amount of time and 
resources can be spent in 
combatting petition chal-
lenges before the regular 
campaign starts.

Over the past years 
there have been complaints 
about the difficult petition 
process, but there has been 
little or no effort to change 
the system in any major 
way. One important reason 
is that the petition system 
separates the serious can-
didates from the non-seri-
ous ones.

A good example of 
how candidate selection 
should not be done oc-
curred in California about 

45 years ago when there 
was a school board election 
held with no petitions filed. 
There were nine positions 
on the school board. They 
would be chosen from the 
candidates who signed up 
to run in that school board 
election. As it turned out, 
there were more than 60 
candidates running for the 
elected positions.

The election was cha-
otic in the sense that most 
of the voters did not know 
most of the candidates run-
ning. It seems there has to 
be some type of qualifying 

factors in the selection pro-
cess if we are to get quali-
fied, serious-minded candi-
dates. The petition process 
helps to accomplish that.

The petition system 
can be improved by having 
the petition drive in April 
and May instead of June 
and July, during hot weath-
er. The primary should be 
in June instead of Septem-
ber.

The candidates who 
receive the endorsement 
of their party’s county or-
ganization have an advan-
tage over other candidates 

because candidates chosen 
by the county organiza-
tion have their petitions 
printed, circulated and 
filed with the BOE. This 
procedure is a big help to 
county designated candi-
dates, since it gives them 
more time to work on other 
aspects of the campaign be-
sides petitions.

In New York City poli-
tics, petitions are a way of 
life. The petition system 
brings politics to the grass-
roots level and gives regis-
tered voters more of a say 
in the candidate selection 
process.

This will be a long po-
litical year with primaries 
for mayor in the Republi-
can and Democratic parties 
with an open seat for mayor 
after Michael Bloomberg 
completes his 12 years in 
office. It will be an interest-
ing election.

Petition drives make or break a politician’s candidacy

Queens high school students win many awards, scholarships

W
ith the ending of 
the 2012-13 school 
year, it is time to 
recount some of 

the good things going on in 
our Queens high schools.

John Adams High 
School has a flourishing ro-
botics club called the Spar-
tans. For eight years they 
have been building robots 
to take part in the nation-
wide First Robotics Com-
petition. As part of their 
mission, they are now men-
toring the robotics team at 
William Cullen Bryant HS.

Hillcrest HS has two of 
its nine institutes devoted 
to science. It has a pre-med 
institute and a health ca-
reers institute. The career 

institute just sent a large 
contingent to the regional 
HOSA competition in Syra-
cuse, N.Y., where students 
won awards for CPR, first 
aid, EMT, medical math, 
nutrition and human 
growth and development.

John Adams HS also 
has a new New York Uni-
versity-sponsored neuro-
science program. The only 
Queens school which had a 
semi-finalist is the Siemens 
National Science Competi-
tion was St. Francis Prep.

The Math, Science Re-
search & Technology HS in 
Cambria Heights has a sci-
ence program which does 
DNA research and also has 
a spring science fair. Three 
students each won a $10,000 
presidential scholarship 
per semester from Long 
Island University to study 
nursing.

The National Action 
Council for Minorities in 
Engineering and AT&T is 
giving $50,000 to the Con-

struction Trades Engineer-
ing and Architecture HS 
to promote high-tech skills 
among minority students. 
The grant will provide 
equipment and other class-
room materials.

Students in Richmond 
Hill HS’s Health Careers 
Pathway recently had a tour 
of North-Shore Long Island 
Jewish hospital and visited 
the new emergency center. 
Students in Business Path-
way secured internships 
in various businesses and 
the Virtual Enterprise 
program teaches them 
how to operate a virtual or 
make-believe business and 
sell at a virtual trade fair. 
The boys’ and girls’ tennis 
teams took part in the Au-
tism Speaks walk in Citi 
Field as part of the school’s 
community volunteer ac-
tivities.

Members of the Key 
Club at Forest Hills HS held 
a three-week project dur-
ing which they cut fruit at 

an Edible Arrangements 
store to prepare more than 
950 fruit salads for City 
Harvest, which feeds the 
needy throughout the city. 
Stefania Lessen and Halle 
Fitzgerald, of Forest Hills 
HS, represented New York 
state at the national finals 
of the We the People com-
petition in Washington, 
D.C., where they had to 
give speeches and answer 
questions about the govern-
ment.

The Francis Lewis HS 
unarmed drill team has 
earned an almost perfect 
score at the 31st annual 

National High School Drill 
Team Championships in 
Daytona Beach, Fla. Lewis 
has a large and active Ju-
nior ROTC program. The 
team puts in 26 hours of 
practice a week.

Students from 
Townsend Harris HS were 
winners of the New York 
City Metropolitan Regional 
Science Olympiad. This is 
the school’s third victory 
since it started competing 
in the event.

The Business, Com-
puter Applications & Entre-
preneurship HS designated 
Malachi Nelson as valedic-

torian, the Humanities and 
the Arts HS named Shantell 
Andrews its valedictorian 
and the Law, Government 
& Community Service HS 
chose John De Filippo as 
valedictorian.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: There are proposals 
to take land from Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
give it to the United States 
Tennis Association, anoth-
er group wants to build a 
big soccer stadium and the 
New York Mets want to use 
parkland, formerly given to 
the Mets for a parking lot, 
to build a large shopping 
mall.

In addition, the city is 
taking land from the busi-
nesses in Willets Point so 
private investors can build 
commercial property of all 
kinds. This is a tremendous 
amount of building in an 
area with limited transpor-
tation and roads and a sad 
loss of parkland.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Gaining enough signatures to qualify 
your candidate is the most important 
part of a political camoaign, since not 
having enough signatures means the 

campaign will end abruptly.

The Math, Science Research & 
Technology High School in Cambria 

Heights has a science program which 
does DNA research and also has a 

spring science fair.
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T
he Empire State 
Building has been 
part of my life, it 
seems, forever. When 

a large structure to go up 
some blocks west of it was 
approved not long ago, 
which will block the view 
of it from some angles, it 
brought back memories.

I remember that on a 
Sunday night I was in what 
was called the rumble seat 
of a car, with a friend of my 
father’s, while my father sat 
uo front with the driver. We 
went to look at the build-
ing, which opened in May 
1931, after about 11 months 
of construction. We did not 
own a car until I came back 

from the U.S. Army years 
later, so this was a friend’s 
vehicle.

As I recall, we sat near 
this imposing structure 
and just looked at it.

Some years later, I 
read a short story by Ste-
phen Vincent Benet about 
a man who walks past the 
Empire State construction 
site late on a moonlit night. 
He hears strange chomping 
sounds. He reports them to 
the authorities. The sounds 
are being made by termites, 
which are eradicated. Some 
years later, after the build-
ing has opened, the same 
man walks by on another 
night and hears the same 
sounds. End of story.

Probably the main 
pests this icon and other 
buildings have to deal 
within the city these days 
are bedbugs.

My car excursion 
was when we lived on the 
Lower East Side. Several 

years later, after we had 
lived in Borough Park for 
some years, my mother 
took my sister and me to 
see the construction site for 
the attached bungalow my 
parents planned to buy in 
Elmhurst.

We were not used to 
the new Independent sub-
way system — the BMT was 
our line in Brooklyn — and 
we got out at the Wood-
haven Boulevard station in-
stead of Grand Avenue. We 
walked up the hill to what 
I came to know as Nassau 
Heights and from that van-
tage point I saw the Empire 
State Building on a clear, 
sunny, late summer day.

We walked down the 
hill, over what is now part 
of the Long Island Ex-
pressway, and found 57th 
Avenue, which was to be 
my home for the rest of my 
unmarried life. I walked up 
and down that hill many 
times, especially on Sat-

urdays, when I went to the 
Drake Theater on Wood-
haven Boulevard.

Then and to this day it 
has seemed to me that the 
Empire State Building is 
a beacon of hope. Perhaps 
that is because it opened 
during the Great Depres-
sion and was somehow seen 
as a monument to a people 
who would not be put down, 
who truly believed, as 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
so eloquently put it in 1933, 

that the only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself. It is a 
message, I think, which is 
distinctly American, in all 
its variety and sensibili-
ties, to this day.

It does not matter that 
the Empire State Building 
is not the tallest building 
in America or the world. 
It does not matter that mil-
lionaires fight over it, as 
long as they maintain it. 
It is still the Empire State 
Building, in all its glory.

John Ruskin wrote, 
“When we build, let us 
think that we build forever. 
Let it not be for present de-
light, nor for present use 
alone; let it be such work as 
our descendants will thank 
us for ... and that men will 
say, as they look upon the 
labor and wrought sub-
stance of them, ‘See! this 
our fathers did for us.’”

I am glad that our view 
of the Empire State Build-
ing, from our condo balco-
ny, will not be obscured by 
the proposed new structure. 
It is quite far away from 
where we live, but to me it 
continues to be a beacon of 
hope, as it was to a child in 
a rumble seat and a young 
boy on a hill in Elmhurst so 
many years ago.

Indeed, this is what 
our fathers did for us.

Please read my blog, No 
Holds Barred, at timesledg-
er.com.

Empire State Building has been a beacon for columnist
Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit And 
Look Out

The Empire State Building opened 
during the Great Depression and was 
somehow seen as a monument to a 
people who would not be put down.

Not all black voters may have their eye on Thompson

I
dentity politics is an 
age-old term for vot-
ers picking one of their 
own. Up until the 1940s, 

the Irish largely dominated 
New York politics and tick-
et balancing meant having 
one Irish candidate, one 
Italian candidate and one 
Jewish candidate on the 
same slate to appeal to the 
dominant ethnic groups in 
the city.

But since the late 1980s, 
the minority population — 
blacks, Latinos and Asians 
— has been ascendant in 
Democratic primaries, 
while black and Latino can-
didates are thought to have 
a demographic advantage 
because of identity politics.

In 1989, New York’s 
first (and so far only) black 

mayor, David Dinkins, 
swept into office by win-
ning 91 percent of the black 
vote as well as a broad co-
alition of Latinos and white 
liberals who were tired of 
12 years of Edward Koch’s 
bombastic rule (and some 
very damaging third-term 
scandals).

Four years later, Din-
kins won 83 percent of the 
black vote in a general elec-
tion rematch against Rudy 
Giuliani. That drop of 8 per-
centage points in the black 
community proved to be 
the swing that allowed Giu-
liani to eke out a 50,000-vote 
victory.

Since 1993, the closest 
a minority candidate has 
come to Gracie Mansion 
was Bill Thompson’s sur-
prisingly slim 5 percent 
loss to Mike Bloomberg in 
2009.

In that election, 
Thompson won 78 percent 
of black voters, a strong 
margin, but far from Din-

kins’ 91 percent.
If Thompson had won 

a higher percentage of 
the black and Latino vote 
in 2009, he would be run-
ning for re-election this 
year rather than slogging 
through a rather fractured 
Democratic primary field.

Will Thompson be able 
to win 70 percent of the 
black vote in the Sept. 10 
Democratic primary, which 
would virtually assure him 
a spot in the run-off for the 
Democratic nomination? 
That is what his campaign 
is banking on, and it is 
certainly possible that this 
strategy will propel Thomp-
son, a smart and decent 
man, to the mayoralty.

But the road to Gracie 
Mansion for Thompson is 
paved with speed bumps 
and potholes that could 
make this “identity poli-
tics” strategy a losing one.

As one Harlem activist 
recently pointed out to me: 
“John Liu is actually the 

blackest candidate in this 
race. People in the black 
community have more faith 
in it becoming ‘our turn’ if 
he wins than if Thompson 
does.”

This view is bolstered 
by the recent comments 
of Al Sharpton, who still 
speaks for certain segments 
of the black community. He 
took Thompson to task for 
not rejecting stop-and-frisk 
as a policing policy. Only 
Liu, of all the pandering 
Democrats, has said that 
he would put an end to stop-
and-frisk, and this has en-
deared him to a number of 
black leaders.

Bill de Blasio’s wife is 
black and no doubt he will 
promote that in his appeal 
for African-American votes 
in the coming months. 
Christine Quinn, in her 
trailblazing attempt to be-
come New York’s first wom-
an and openly gay mayor, 
will no doubt win some 
support from black women 

who find gender more iden-
tifiable than race.

And then, of course, 
there is the penitent and 
charismatic candidate, 
Anthony Weiner, who 
launched his campaign 
on 125th Street and so far 
seems to be winning some 
sympathetic support in the 
African-American commu-
nity (polls show him with 
20 percent support among 
blacks).

So, how does this all af-
fect Bill Thompson’s chanc-
es of winning? And does 
the fact that we now have 
a two-term black president 
take some of the urgency 
away from the New York 
African-American commu-
nity’s eagerness “to elect 
one of our own”?

Traditionally, polls of 
black voters have been very 
inaccurate until right up to 
Primary or Election Day. 
Not until voters have been 
bombarded by television 
commercials, street post-

ers, direct-mail literature 
and other political market-
ing tools do they finally 
make up their minds on 
whom to vote for — and his-
tory shows that minority 
voters are generally under-
counted in polls.

This year’s Democratic 
primary for mayor is so far 
shaping up as a real horse 
race with no clear front-
runner and no locks for the 
run-off.

And looming behind 
all this is one scenario that 
many Democrats fear: If the 
Democratic nominee comes 
limping out of a racially 
bruising run-off, does this 
leave the door open for yet 
another GOP victory for 
mayor in 2013?

Tom Allon was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate 
in 2013 before he left the race 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.
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BY PHIL CORSO

Parking along Bell 
Boulevard has become a mi-
crocosm of what busy busi-
ness districts throughout 
the city have been strug-
gling to address because of 
consistently inconsistent 
Muni-Meters, community 
leaders said.

In Bayside particu-
larly, Community Board 
11 District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said she has fielded 
complaints from residents 
who park their car only to 
walk up and down the bou-
levard to find a meter that 
works. And even if they do 
work, there are times when 
machines run out of receipt 
paper and leave drivers 
stranded without a ticket 
after already paying for 
one, she said.

It is an issue that Sein-
feld said comes up at her 
own board meetings and 
was also discussed at a 
service cabinet meeting in-

volving community boards 
throughout the borough.

“All we can tell anyone 
is to call 311 and give them 
the number of the broken 
Muni-Meter,” Seinfeld said. 
“They are mechanical and 
sometimes they break.”

The city Department of 
Transportation said 99 per-
cent of the city’s meters are 
operational at any given 
time and repair crews re-
spond to broken machines 
based on complaints filed 
with 311.

Lyle Sclair, executive 
director of the Bayside 
Village Business Improve-
ment District, said he, too, 
has heard countless Muni-
Meter tales from shoppers 
trying to park along the 
busy boulevard. In some 
instances, he said he heard 
of machines not accepting 
quarters because they were 
already full.

Not far from Bayside, 
a commercial strip known 
as Whitestone Village has 

also been reported to have 
temperamental meters. A 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
investigation earlier this 
year found just under half 
of the area’s Muni-Meters 
were not accepting coins 
on a given day with several 
others completely out of 
commission.

But the problem stems 
far beyond Queens, which is 
why the City Council gave 
the green light to a bill last 
month reforming the way 
Muni-Meters accept pay-
ments. Under the legisla-
tion, the DOT was required 
to reprogram machines to 
turn off and not accept pay-

ments during times when 
drivers do not need to pay 
for parking, not accept pay-
ments when out of receipt 
paper and only resume ac-
cepting payments one hour 
before meter rules go into 
effect.

Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) notched another small 
victory against the manic 
meters last year when he 
passed a law allowing driv-
ers to cancel parking tick-
ets received within five 
minutes of the time they 
were waiting to feed the 
meter.

But whether it is a bro-
ken meter or a mad dash to 
pay before being slapped 
with a parking violation, 
the machines have become 
a cog in the commerce ma-
chine.

“When drivers are un-
fairly ticketed for parking 
on the street, small busi-
nesses suffer, too,” said 
Queens Chamber of Com-

merce Executive Direc-
tor Jack Friedman. “The 
shoppers effectively blame 
the merchant — they don’t 
come back.”

Melinda Katz, a former 
City Council member and 
current candidate for Bor-
ough President, said she 
has also seen firsthand how 
the Muni-Meters can turn a 
simple trip to the store into 
a family field trip.

“Every time the me-
ter is broken, you have to 
haul both your kids out of 
the car, go down the block, 
get to another one and then 
come back. It’s terrible,” 
Katz said. “They are the 
type of problems that make 
you say to yourself, ‘This 
is why people don’t trust 
government.’ It’s just one 
of those every single day 
things.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Community leaders in Bayside and beyond are battling the city to 
make Muni-Meters more efficient. Photo by Phil Corso

Queens drivers fed up with fi ckle muni-meters

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital’s home care and home hospice program 
have something that nobody else has: Calvary Hospital.

The stress, anxiety and loneliness that accompany the patient 
and their family at the end of life could be as 
tormenting as the physical pain itself. Calvary 
Hospital’s comprehensive, palliative approach keeps 
their patients and families safe and secure within the 
“Calvary Family”, never abandoning them…always 
protecting and guiding them through their entire 
end-of-life journey. This is because Calvary’s world-

renowned hospital is accessible whenever needed. So if the 
Calvary homecare or home hospice patient needs to be 
brought into a hospital, we are there waiting for them. 
Instantly and effortlessly. And because the homecare 
staff has the same expert training as the hospice staff, 
the care is consistent, and the journey is seamless. It is 
a unique Continuity of Care that has made Calvary the 
gold standard, and the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

h i l i ibl h d danxiety and loneliness that accompany the
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Special is valid only for two days and if we couldn’t service your vehicle on the  same day (due to busy repair center)  
we will offer you a rain check to come any other day (but must visit same day to receive a rain check)   
You can print our Special online to visit our website www.muktipetroleum.com/coupons

Enjoy The Difference, WE CARE!

POLAND 
SPRING
WATER

Case of 24 
plus tax & 
deposit

ANY 
20 OZ. 
SODA

WASHER 
FLUID

Gallon 
Bottle

LOW 
CASH/
CREDIT 
SAME 
GAS 

PRICE

NOR SPRING S/S INC
79-10 SPRINGFIELD BLVD

BAYSIDE NY 11364

718-736-0100
 JULY 11-12

NOR-CREST S/S INC.
178-02 UNION TURNPIKE

FLUSHING NY 11366

718-591-3203
JULY 18-19

OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

$1895
+ tax up to 5 Qtrs. Most cars

BRAKE 
SPECIAL

$6795 
+ tax front or rear. Most cars

A/C RECHARGE 
SPECIAL 

$6895 
Up to 1 lbs. Most cars 

10% 
EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 
with all three combined 

services
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The cult figure who has in-
spired curiosity  with his unusu-
al — and criminal — fixation on 
mass transit could spend up to 
five years minting license plates 
after he pleaded guilty earlier 
this week to joyriding in a large 
bus in Jamaica, the district at-
torney said.

Darius McCollum, who 
has been arrested more than 20 
times for impersonating transit 
employees, pleaded guilty Mon-
day to stealing a bus from a de-
pot in Hoboken, N.J., in 2010 and 
embarking on an inter-city bus 
tour before police picked him up 
in southeast Queens, DA Rich-
ard Brown said.

“Today’s guilty plea is an 
acknowledgement by the defen-
dant that he had no right to be 
in possession of the bus which 
he was driving at the time he 
was arrested,” the borough’s top 
prosecutor said. “The defendant 
is not a licensed bus driver and 
this case could have been tragic 
if he had struck and killed a pe-

destrian or another motorist.”
Police spotted McCollum 

around 9 a.m. Aug. 31 driving a 
2003 Trailways bus on Hillside 
Avenue that had disappeared 
while undergoing maintenance 
work at a bus depot across the 
Hudson River.

It was not the first time Mc-
Collum’s strange obsession with 
mass transit has run him afoul 
of the law.

McCollum, 48, is said to have 
memorized the city’s subway 
system as a child, and is thought 
to know more about transit than 
anyone at the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

He was first arrested in 1981 
at the age of 15 when he comman-
deered an E train for an unau-
thorized trip to the World Trade 
Center.

He has been diagnosed with 
Asperger’s syndrome, which 
supporters have used to explain 
his fixation.

He was arrested at the Long 
Island Rail Road station  in Ja-
maica in 2008 wearing an or-
ange vest and hard hat claiming 
he was a safety consultant. Au-
thorities found him with various 
stolen railroad keys, including 
one that operated an M-7 locomo-
tive.

McCollum has been held in 
prison since he was arrested in 
2010 for driving the bus.

He pleaded guilty Monday to 
one count of third-degree crimi-
nal possession of stolen proper-
ty. Justice Barry Kron indicated 
he would sentence him to 2 1/2 to 
five years in jail July 17.

Darius McCollum is charged in April with stealing a bus from New Jersey and 
driving it to Queens in 2010. McCollum pleaded guilty earlier this week. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Transit afi cionado pleads guilty to Jamaica joyride

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

In 2010 he drove 
a Trailways bus 

from New Jersey to 
Queens.
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Shirlyn Wong was begin-

ning to think she had chosen the 
wrong career.

The Queens native had at-
tended the United Nations Inter-
national School near her Jamaica 
Estates home and then Brown 
University, where she graduated 
with a degree in computer sci-
ence.

After taking a film class, she 
decided to try a different route 
and is now in her final year at 
New York University working to-
ward her master’s degree in film 
production.

But after experiencing some 
rejection in the highly competi-
tive industry, she began to have 
second thoughts about a career 
in film.

“I’d felt like I had chosen 
something so impractical, espe-
cially after coming from such a 
practical background,” she said.

But now, a few months later, 
Wong, 30, is more confident than 

ever that she has chosen the right 
path.

In March, she won the Jame-
son First Shot film competition 
and had the opportunity to direct 
Willem Dafoe in a short film she 
wrote.

The competition allows 

young filmmakers around the 
world to submit their scripts for 
the chance to direct an A-list ac-
tor. The films are produced by 
actor Kevin Spacey and his com-
pany Trigger Street Productions.

Wong submitted her entry at 
the beginning of January, and by 

mid-March she had been flown to 
Los Angeles to do the film. The 
whole project was completed in 
less than a month.

There were also winners 
from South Africa and Russia 
who created their own films. The 
experience gives budding film-
makers the opportunity to work 
with a large production budget 
and a full professional crew — 
about 40 people in Wong’s case.

Wong said winning felt sur-
real.

“There’s so much rejection 
in this industry that your first 
thought is that you’re going to get 
rejected,” she said. “When they 
told me I won, I thought, ‘It’s not 
possible.’”

She thought they might call 
her and tell her they’d made a 
mistake.

Before March, Wong had 
never been to Los Angeles, much 
less a studio lot.

“I told them, ‘This is like Dis-
ney World — can I look around?’” 
she said.

Wong’s film, “Love’s Rou-
tine,” premiered for the public 
June 19 at the Wythe Hotel in Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn, complete 
with a red carpet and a question-
and-answer session after the film 
showing.

She said she learned a lot 
from the experience — most im-
portantly, she learned to be con-
fident.

“Before I’d hear stories 
where people say, ‘Don’t stop be-
lieving,’ and I thought that was 
a sham,” she said. “But now I’m 
a total believer. You don’t know 
where the road will go.”

Wong is now focusing on 
completing her master’s thesis, 
which she said is about a mobile 
stripper who drives around small 
town America in a pink RV to 
fulfill a dying man’s wish. She is 
fund-raising for it and expects to 
begin shooting in the fall.

To view “Love’s Routine” 
or learn more about the Jame-
son First Shot competition, visit 
jamesonfirstshot.com.

Shirlyn Wong (c.) stands with producer Dana Brunetti (l.) and actor Willem Dafoe on 
the set of her short film, Love’s Routine. Photo courtesy Jameson First Shot

Queens native fi nds herself in the Hollywood spotlight
Former Jamaica Estates resident wins international competition to direct A-list actor Defoe
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Rain or Shine
Tent Covered Seating Area

For More Information Call Our Main Office at:

(718) 335-1300

Sponsored as a Community Service by

CONCERTS 2013

Wed., July 10th

"Beatlemania"
an amazing concert

experience. . .
Recapture the excitement,
the mood and the frantic
intensity as Beatlemania

Now performs
live-on-stage.

Wed., August 7th 

Desert Highway. . .
Eagles Tribute

The truest sounding
Eagles Tribute Band in the world!

FFRREEEE

AADDMM
IISSSSIIOO

NN

Wed., August 21st
Joshua Tree. . .
The nation’s premier tribute to U2

covering their career from the early
days of “Boy” to present day
“No Line on the Horizon’’.

Concerts Start at 7:30 pm Main Office Parking Field 69th St. & Grand Ave., Maspeth. First come,
first seated. There will be a  limited number of chairs available for each concert and room for
plenty of others, so bring your own folding chair in case all seats are taken when you arrive.

FFRREEEE

AADDMMI
ISSSSIIOO

NN FFRREEEEAADDMMIISSSSIIOONN
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BY JOE ANUTA

Employees at a historic 
New York City broadcaster 
believe more than half a 
century on the air may 
soon end in radio silence.

About 80 percent of the 
staff at the progressive sta-
tion WBAI, which sends out 
its programming from atop 
the Empire State Building, 
recently received layoff no-
tices that could take effect 
as soon as July 15, accord-
ing to a union representing 
some of the workers.

Hard fiscal times have 
befallen the listener-sup-
ported station, which was 
an integral voice for the left 
beginning in the 1950s and 

pioneered many unique 
takes on the medium, such 
as reading entire novels 
or broadcasting otherwise 
censored programs on the 
air.

Negotiations between 
the union and the station’s 
parent company, Pacifica 
Foundation, were set to 
take place this week, ac-
cording to Jose Santiago, 
news director at WBAI and 
shop steward for the Screen 
Actors Guild-American 
Federation of Television 
and Radio Artists.

“We hope the talks 
are really about exploring 
ways to improve the sta-
tion’s finances and not just 
Pacifica going through the 

motions before kicking us 
to the street,” he said. “Our 
dedicated workers and the 
communities we serve de-
serve better than that.”

Pacifica could not be 
reached for comment by 
press time. 

A majority of workers 
at the station have signed a 
petition calling for an end 
to pay disruptions and have 
placed some of the blame 
for the outlet’s monetary 
troubles on accounting 
practices at Pacifica.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A state appeals court 
has upheld the payroll tax 
enacted at a time of extreme 
financial peril for the MTA, 
but Nassau County said it 
planned to challenge the 
ruling.

The Payroll Mobility 
Tax was imposed in 2009 
when the MTA faced a $2 
billion budget gap. The tax 
is effective in the 12 New 
York counties where the 
MTA operates and autho-
rizes taxation on large em-
ployers of 34 cents for every 
$100 of payroll. The tax is 
lower for small business 
owners.

“The MTA is pleased 
that the Appellate Division 
has upheld the Payroll Mo-
bility Tax, which provides 
more than $1.2 billion per 
year to fund the region’s 
railroads, subways and 
buses — the backbone of 

the region’s economy,” said 
Aaron Donovan, a spokes-
man for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity. “Removal of the tax’s 
revenue would have had a 
catastrophic impact on the 
region’s daily transit rid-
ers.”

In 2010, Nassau County 
filed suit against the MTA, 
maintaining that the tax 
was in violation of the state 
constitution and not ben-
efiting all New York state.

State Supreme Court 
Justice Bruce Cozzens Jr. 

agreed with Nassau County 
that the tax was illegal.

The appeals court de-
cision overrules Cozzens 
on the grounds that the rev-
enue from the tax generates 
a funding source for the im-
provement and operation of 
essential public transporta-
tion.

“The tax is over-bur-
densome, unfair and we 
will be appealing the rul-
ing,” Nassau County Ex-
ecutive Edward Mangano 
said.

A Metropolitan Transportation Authority payroll tax imposed in 
2009 will remain in effect despite Nassau County’s opposition.

Nassau slams court decision 
to uphold MTA’s payroll tax

WBAI workers may face
layoffs at storied station

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0             3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 1 7 4 6         w w w . f t c . e d u

Saturday, July 13 at 1 pm
Audio Recording Open House

July 29 - August 2     9 am - 5 pm

• No Appointment Necessary • Scholarships Are Still Available • Bring Your Transcripts With You

Enrollment Week
Five Towns College

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378  718.478.2700
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BY CALVIN PRASHAD

LGBT activists rallied 
at the scene of a suspected 
hate crime last Thursday to 
protest violence at drinking 
establishments and against 
the LGBT community in 
Richmond Hill.

Multiple witnesses 
saw an assailant June 23 
striking Mohammed Za-
man Amin in the head 
with a metal trophy outside 
Players Bar and Restau-
rant, at 129-09 Liberty Ave. 
The wound required seven 
staples and hospitalization.

The attack occurred 
after a patron made ho-
mophobic statements to 
Zaman and members of 
the Caribbean LGBT advo-
cacy group Chutney Pride 
inside the establishment, 
according to the witnesses. 
The incident is still under 
investigation by the NYPD 
Hate Crimes Task Force.

Chutney Pride and a 
coalition of community 

groups expanded the rally’s 
focus to include violence 
against all young people 
in the neighborhood and 
homophobia in the commu-
nity. In particular, activists 
spoke of the need for local 
bars and clubs to provide 
increased security for all 
patrons as well as to serve 
alcohol responsibly.

About 30 to 40 protest-
ers, some carrying signs, 
gathered outside the bar.

 Sharda Singh, of the 
Rajkumari Cultural Cen-
ter in Richmond Hill and 
a teacher at Richmond Hill 
High School, said of estab-
lishments that cater to the 
LGBT community “it’s not 
enough to be welcoming, 
they must also be willing 
to provide security for pa-
trons.”

There has been an in-
creased number of violent 
incidents in and near local 
drinking establishments, 
including the fatal stabbing 
of Stephen James outside 

Level Ultra Lounge in May. 
James was stabbed by the 
man he was arguing with 
after both were ejected 

from the club due to their 
altercation, according to 
witnesses.

The rally’s organiz-

ers noted that violent acts 
were common at the neigh-
borhood’s bars and clubs, 
including violence against 
women and alcohol-fueled 
altercations.

Aminta Kilawan, of 
Sadhana: Coalition of Pro-
gressive Hindus, noted 
the issue of violence in the 
community was not only 
the responsibility of area 
establishments, but also 
indicative of a need to build 
tolerance for all people in 
the community.

Kilawan pointed to the 
persistent “catcalling” of 
young women in the neigh-
borhood as a sign of perpet-
uating negative attitudes in 
the community.

City Councilmen 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) attended the 
rally.

Dromm expressed a 
need for the community to 
stand up to violence and 
said “the most important 

thing is that we are human 
beings, our blood is red, our 
blood bleeds and it should 
not have to bleed on a street 
like this.”

Comrie praised the 
diversity of Richmond Hill 
and stressed the need to 
create a “culture of under-
standing and respect.”

He also said the rally 
made him aware of the 
epidemic of violence at es-
tablishments in the neigh-
borhood and expressed a 
commitment to work with 
other elected officials and 
business owners and the 
NYPD on this issue.

Zaman, the victim of 
Sunday’s attack, made a 
brief, emotional speech, 
saying he felt lucky to be 
alive.

“I am a very proud 
member of the LGBT com-
munity,” Zaman said, “but 
that is not all that I am .… I 
am a person, just like every 
one of you here.”

BY BIANCA FORTIS

A Scarsdale, N.Y., 
woman who had made 
headlines as the “Pot Mom” 
is out on bail after being ar-
rested in May in a Maspeth 
marijuana case, according 
to authorities.

Andrea Sanderlin, 45, 
was charged with conspir-
ing to manufacture, dis-
tribute and possess 1,000 or 
more marijuana plants out 
of a Maspeth warehouse. 
She pleaded not guilty, a 
spokesman for the U.S. at-
torney’s office in Brooklyn 
said.

A group of acquain-
tances posted her $500,000 
bail Monday.

Under the name “Fan-
tastic Enterprises,” Sand-
erlin had allegedly created 
a sophisticated grow op-
eration which contained 

state-of-the-art lighting, 
irrigation and ventilation 
systems used to facilitate 
growing marijuana, federal 
prosecutors said.

In April, an anony-
mous witness reportedly 
told the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Agency that someone 
named “Andi” had a grow 
operation in either Brook-
lyn or Queens, according to 
court documents.

In early May DEA 
agents then contacted Con 
Edison about accounts 
under the woman’s name. 
The electric company then 
identified the warehouse, 
at 58-15 57th Drive in Mas-
peth, because it was using 
an unusually large amount 
of electricity, sometimes 
generating bills of $9,000 a 
month. Sanderlin had also 
been paying her bills with 
cash, according to the elec-

tric company.
Agents also learned 

that Fantastic Enterprises 
was registered as a New 
York State corporation 
from 2007 to 2011.

For about four days 
straight agents watched 
the suburban stay-at-home 
mother of three travel be-
tween her lavish Scarsdale 
home and the warehouse in 
her gray Mercedes SUV, ac-
cording to court papers.

Agents then confront-
ed Sanderlin. She con-
firmed that the warehouse 
was hers, but denied the 
agents entry. They then 
obtained a search warrant, 
which led to the discovery 
of two separate rooms that 
housed about 2,800 plants 
and dried marijuana worth 
an estimated $3 million, 
prosecutors said.

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Steinway, the famed 
Long Island City piano 
maker, is being acquired 
by a private equity firm for 
nearly $438 million.

Steinway & Sons, 
which has been in busi-
ness for 160 years, will be 
acquired by Kohlberg & 
Co., which will take the 
company private. It will 
start a tender offer to buy 
all of Steinway’s outstand-
ing stock for $35 per share, 
a 15 percent premium to 
its Friday closing price of 
$30.43. The board of the 
Waltham, Mass., company 
unanimously recommend-
ed Monday that sharehold-
ers tender their stock.

“Our agreement with 
Kohlberg represents an ex-
ceptional valuation for our 

shareholders, while also 
representing an important 
next step in the growth of 
Steinway,” said Michael 
Sweeney, chairman and 
interim CEO of Steinway. 
“Kohlberg has long been 
one of America’s premier 
private investment firms. 
We are delighted that they 
recognize the bright future 
for Steinway as well as value 
our great heritage. We look 
forward to this partnership 
as we continue our mission 
of making the world’s finest 
musical instruments with-
out compromise.”

Steinway was founded 
in 1853 in a loft on Man-
hattan’s lower West Side. 
Its products include Bach 
Stradivarius trumpets, 
Selmer Paris saxophones, 
C.G. Conn French horns, 
Leblanc clarinets, King 

trombones, Ludwig snare 
drums and Steinway & 
Sons pianos.

Steinway, located at 
181 Steinway Place, previ-
ously said it was looking 
into selling the company. 
The deal includes a 45-day 
“go-shop” period in which 
Steinway may seek out al-
ternative bids.

“Kohlberg’s long histo-
ry of collaboration to grow 
and expand some of the 
world’s leading consumer 
brands makes us an ideal 
partner for Steinway to ac-
celerate its global expan-
sion, while ensuring the 
artisanal manufacturing 
processes that make the 
company’s products unique 
are preserved, celebrated 
and treasured,” Kohlberg 
partner Christopher An-
derson said.

<< MISSING! >>

Kohlberg buys Steinway
in $438M takeover deal

Accused Maspeth weed mother 
posts bail after non-guilty plea

Protesters rally outside Richmond Hill bar

Police are stationed outside of Players Bar and Restaurant in 
Richmond Hill, where activists reported violence against the 
LGBT community. Photo by Calvin Prashad



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 5-11, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
23

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The building that 
housed the original Ja-
maica High School more 
than 100 years ago earned 
a spot on the city’s land-
marks list last week.

With its red-and-tan 
brick facade, contrasting 
decorative features and 
eclectic mix of design ele-
ments, the Dutch Reviv-
al-style building was a 
statement that Jamaica 
— then a town in the un-
consolidated county of 
Queens — looked toward 
the future with optimism 
and aspirations of growth, 
according to the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission.

The building was 
designed by prominent 
Brooklyn architect Wil-
liam B. Tubby, who had 
earned a reputation for 
his historic revival-style 
designs implemented in 
homes and institutional 
buildings across the re-
gion, including the Pratt 
Institute library and five 
Carnegie libraries in 
Brooklyn.

“The fact that such a 
distinguished architect 
was selected to produce a 
highly original, distinc-
tive building underscored 
the prosperity and growth 
of Jamaica,” said Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission Chairman Robert 
Tierney. “It also shows 
how serious the town was 
about educating its chil-
dren, even as it was on the 

verge of being absorbed 
into the city of New York.”

Built in 1896 — two 
years before Queens 
would be consolidated as 
one of the five boroughs 
of New York City — the or-
nate schoolhouse, at 162-02 
Hillside Ave., was origi-
nally known as PS 47 and 
replaced a smaller build-
ing with a simpler design.

Tubby chose the 
Dutch Revival style for his 
Jamaica schoolhouse as a 
nod to the town’s earliest 
European settlers and he 
incorporated features such 
as a stepped gable, stepped 
and arched windows and a 
tall, hipped roof accentu-
ated by “witch’s hat” dor-
mers and high chimneys.

The school originally 
served students in prima-
ry and high school grades, 
and it operated solely as 
a high school until 1927, 
when Jamaica High moved 
to its current home in the 
Georgian Revival-style 
building that sits atop a 
hill about six blocks away.

That building re-
ceived its landmark status 
in 2009.

The old school house 
became a vocational 
school shortly after Ja-
maica High departed, and 
now it serves as the home 
to the Jamaica Learning 
Center, an alternative high 
school.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The building that 
housed the original Ja-
maica High School more 
than 100 years ago earned 
a spot on the city’s land-
marks list last week.

With its red-and-tan 
brick facade, contrasting 
decorative features and 
eclectic mix of design ele-
ments, the Dutch Reviv-
al-style building was a 
statement that Jamaica 
— then a town in the un-
consolidated county of 
Queens — looked toward 
the future with optimism 
and aspirations of growth, 
according to the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission.

The building was 
designed by prominent 
Brooklyn architect Wil-
liam B. Tubby, who had 
earned a reputation for 

his historic revival-style 
designs implemented in 
homes and institutional 
buildings across the re-
gion, including the Pratt 
Institute library and five 
Carnegie libraries in 
Brooklyn.

“The fact that such a 
distinguished architect 
was selected to produce a 
highly original, distinc-
tive building underscored 
the prosperity and growth 
of Jamaica,” said Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission Chairman Robert 
Tierney. “It also shows 
how serious the town was 
about educating its chil-
dren, even as it was on the 
verge of being absorbed 
into the city of New York.”

Built in 1896 — two 
years before Queens 
would be consolidated as 
one of the five boroughs 
of New York City — the or-

The former home of Jamaica High School is now a city landmark. 
Photo by Caroll Alvardo

P42/2-6/2
P42/2-6/2

City landmarks 
old Jamaica HS

Weekend 
Service Changes

Service suspended between Queens (Court Sq) and Brooklyn 
(Nassau Av) No service at Court Sq, 21 St, and Greenpoint Av 
stations. Free shuttle buses provide alternate service. 

Stay informed
mta.info 

While not expected, dates are subject to change.  Visit mta.info for up-to-date information, or call 511.

July 5 - 8 12 - 15 19 - 22

August 2 - 5 9 - 12 16 - 19 23 - 26

September 6 - 9 27 - 30

October 4 - 7

December 6 - 9 13 - 16

Twelve weekends between July 5 and December 16
11:45PM Fri to 5AM Monday
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A city correction of-

ficer was sentenced to 25 
years in prison for the fatal 
shooting of his former girl-
friend, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Christopher “Noel” 
Clavell, 48, of Staten Island, 
received the sentence for 
his conviction in the Au-
gust 2000 killing of Barbara 
Perez, 32, the mother of his 
then-2-year-old child, DA 
Richard Brown said last 
Thursday.

According to trial tes-
timony, Perez was an assis-
tant manager at The Power 
Factory, a gym, at 71-13 60th 
Lane in Ridgewood. On the 
morning of Aug. 11, 2000, 
at around 7:15 a.m., a gym 
member found Perez’s body 
on the floor at the back of 
the gym. She had been shot 
eight times in the head and 
once in the chest.

Testimony also re-
vealed that Perez and 
Clavell had been in a dis-
agreement about child sup-
port payments for their son. 
A few months before the 
killing, the commissioner 
of the Department ofSocial 
Services  had begun a pro-
ceeding in Family Court 
for child support, which 
angered Clavell, according 
to the DA. 

Perez reportedly told 
family and friends that 
Clavell had said he would 
sooner kill her than give 
her any money.

Clavell had been em-
ployed as a correction of-
ficer at Rikers Island at 
the time of the murder. He 
could not be arrested ini-
tially because of a lack of 
evidence, according to the 
DA.

A spokeswoman for the 
DA’s office said Friday that 
a change in the law allowed 

for certain incriminating 
statements to be presented 
to a grand jury, leading to 
Clavell’s arrest in April 
2011. He was held without 
bail and then convicted 
of second-degree murder 
June 6 in Queens Supreme 
Court.

He could have received 
life in prison.

“The defendant has 
now been punished for fa-
tally shooting the mother 
of his young child,” Brown 
said in a statement. “He 
may have evaded the law 
for nearly 13 years, but 
now justice has finally 
been achieved. I only hope 
that this sentence brings 
a measure of solace to her 
family.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by e-mail at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
State Sen. Michael Gia-

naris (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) have 
new district offices in Asto-
ria, and they want residents 
to know about the move.

Gianaris and Simo-
tas will host an open house 
this summer to help ease 
the transition for residents 
of western Queens who rely 
on them for everything 
ranging from housing to 
immigration. The new of-
fices are at 31-19 Newtown 
Ave., near the 30th Avenue 
stop on the N and Q subway 
lines.

“Though we have 

moved two stops on the sub-
way, our dedication to serv-
ing the needs of western 
Queens remains steadfast,” 
Gianaris said. “As always, 
my door will be open to the 
residents of Astoria, Long 
Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside, Ridgewood and 
Woodhaven. I look forward 
to seeing all of you at the 
open house later this sum-
mer.”

Simotas expressed 
similar sentiments, en-
couraging residents to visit 
the new location.

“I look forward to wel-
coming everyone to our new 
district office in the heart 
of Astoria,” Simotas said. “I 
hope that our new location 

can help us to be even more 
engaged with the commu-
nity and I encourage every-
one to stay informed and 
connected with their local 
elected officials.”

The offices of Gianaris 
and Simotas have been in 
the same office building 
since Simotas’ election in 
2010. Gianaris’ office will 
also continue to be the lo-
cation of U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney’s (D-Astoria) 
Queens satellite office.

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Gianaris and Simotas open 
new district offi ces in Astoria 

Ex-Rikers offi cer draws 
25 years for 2000 slaying

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 7/5/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mt. St. Mary Cemetery
172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
Mount Sinai Hospital 

of Queens in Astoria was 
honored last week by the 
Healthcare Information 
and Management Systems 
Society for its electronic 
medical records system.

The hospital received 
a “Stage 6” designation 
June 25, making it one of 
only 518 of the more than 
5,300 hospitals in the coun-
try tracked by HIMSS Ana-
lytics to reach that status. 
Mount Sinai Hospital of 
Queens now ranks in the 
top 10 percent of hospitals 
in the country for the adop-
tion of electronic medical 
records.

HIMSS Analytics, a 
non-profit subsidiary of 
HIMSS, collects and ana-
lyzes health care data relat-
ed to information technol-
ogy processes and health 

care trends.
The recognition comes 

following the completion of 
the Epic Electronic Medical 
Record program at Mount 
Sinai in April, the second 
major phase of the hospi-
tal’s $120 million EMR roll-
out.

According to HIMSS, 
a Stage 6 designation in-
dicates that a hospital has 
almost fully automated 
or paperless medical re-
cords. It also means that a 
hospital has begun to use 
information technology to 
improve the patient safety 
environment, and is well-
positioned to provide data 
to key stakeholders, such 
as the government, physi-
cians, consumers and em-
ployers.

“We thank HIMSS for 
recognizing our compre-
hensive efforts in the im-
plementation of Epic EMR,” 

Caryn Schwab, executive 
director of Mount Sinai 
Queens, said. “Our IT and 
medical staff will continue 
to work with Mount Sinai 
leadership towards achiev-
ing even greater levels of 
EMR integration with the 
single goal of continuing to 
provide efficient, patient-
centered medical care.”

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said 
he was pleased by the news 
and described the hospital 
as a prestigious medical 
center that has continued 
to serve the community 
well over time.

“I am very proud of all 
the great work being done 
at Mount Sinai Queens,” 
he said, “and it is my hon-
or to provide funding for 
cutting-edge technology for 
the hospital.”

This is a FREE SEMINAR to educate men and their partners about an advanced, 

DRUG FREE treatment for impotence.

Featuring: 
Riccardo Ricciardi, M.D. 
A Urologist specializing in the treatment of E.D.

To reserve your space or for more 
information about this FREE seminar, 
please call (866) 233-9368. 

Wednesday, July 10 
Presentation begins 6:30 p.m.

Jamaica Hospital 
Garden Room South,  
New Trump Pavilion 
89-50 135th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11418

ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION (E.D.)
“When the Magic Pill Isn’t So Magic”

An educational series, sponsored by Coloplast Corp., 
designed to inform and empower. 
www.straighttalk.net

R.I.P. D’AJA
Police say a gun buyback at New Jerusalem Baptist Church in South Jamaica last week-
end netted 29 weapons, including 17 revolvers, eight semi-automatics and one rifle. The 
event was held in honor of D’aja Robinson, the 14-year-old who was shot dead while rid-
ing a city bus just a few blocks from the church. Photo courtesy NYPD

Mount Sinai honored for 
electronic records system 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Shops at Atlas 
Park in Glendale has taken 
a first step toward revital-
ization. The mall’s new Cen-
ter Green, a 10,000-square-
foot open space, officially 
opened Tuesday in time for 
the first community event 
there this weekend.

A ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, attended by elected 
officials and community 
members, marked the open-
ing of the space, but it also 
served as a symbol of the 
mall’s future.

“This has always been 
the center of our town and 
people have always come 
here all times of the year to 
partake in what we have,” 
state Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) told 
the crowd. “Now with the 
expansion and now with the 
renovation, instead of just 

being the center of town, it 
will be the center of our at-
tention. We’ll come here on 
a weekly basis to celebrate 
all the things happening 
here.”

The Center Green was 
a feature of the redesign 
Macerich, the company 
that owns the mall, had un-
veiled a few months ago. 

This component of the 
plan was completed within 
the last month and on Tues-
day, workers were still put-
ting the finishing touches 
on the landscape. 

Council member Eliza-
beth Crowley, (D-Middle 
Village) expressed hope 
that the mall would become 
an economic engine for the 
community.

“We’re here to cel-
ebrate in a lot of ways the 
rebirth of Atlas Park,” she 
said. “Unfortunately, when 
the park opened under the 
old management, it opened 

during the downturn of 
the economy. Here we are a 
few years later and the city 
is in much better shape. 
Families are feeling less of 
the economic pain they did 
years ago.”

Crowley also presented 
Macerich with a City Coun-
cil citation thanking the 
company for its help during 
Hurricane Sandy when it 

opened its old Borders store 
to collect relief supplies.

Macerich had pur-
chased the property in 2011 
in a foreclosure auction 
with promises of rescuing 
the ailing shopping cen-
ter. The company operates 
and develops malls around 
the country, including the 
Queens Center Mall, which 
is the most profitable mall 

in the United States.
Community Board 5 

Manager Gary Giordano, 
who attended the ceremo-
ny, noted some of the new 
stores at the mall, includ-
ing women’s clothing re-
tailers Charlotte Russe and 
Forever 21. 

“That’s a start,” he 
said. “But I think there’s 
significant other space 
that still needs to be leased 
out.”

He pointed out that 
some of the largest store-
fronts, including those that 
previously housed Border’s 
and Steinmart, are still 
empty.

Giordano said Macer-
ich should ask for input 
from the community about 
what retailers they would 
prefer, but the company 
hasn’t done so. However, he 
was optimistic, albeit cau-
tiously so.

“They have a tremen-

dous amount of experi-
ence running malls and 
shopping centers,” he said, 
“so I would hope that they 
would be successful in the 
instance of the Shops at At-
las Park. So I’m reasonably 
optimistic.” 

Events at the Center 
Green begin this weekend 
with a Grand Reopening 
ceremony, which features 
face painters, carnival 
games and a community 
barbecue. Later in the sum-
mer there will be concerts 
and movie showings, 
among other events. 

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Shops at Atlas Park marks a new beginning for mall
Center Green summons community with summer events such as movie screenings, concerts

When one thinks of a 
“villa,” images of a grand es-
tate come to mind, and such 
is the type of experience that 
defines a special event at 
Villa Russo Catering Hall. 

The building is almost 
castle-like in appearance, 
with its cobblestone facade, 
grand entrance way, and 
unique windows and bal-
conies. It looks more like 
it should be located in Tus-
cany, instead of Queens, and 
of course, that’s all part of its 
charm. The twinkling lights 
create a welcoming glow, im-
pressing guests as they waltz 
through the door. 

Fine food, excellent ser-
vice, and a dazzling setting 
make any occasion — wed-
dings, engagements, Sweet 
16s, christenings, and other 
milestones — more special 
when celebrated here, amid 
all this beautiful fanfare. 
Parties from 10 to 300 people 
can be accommodated.

The Russo family has 

created a tradition of excel-
lence in the catering industry 
that dates back more than 50 
years, and it all started with 
pizza. It was two members of 
the Russo family — Frank 
and Joe — who opened the 
first food establishment, 
which was called Russo’s Piz-
zeria.  The men were hard-
working sons of immigrants, 
with strong work ethics. 

They put in long hours, and 
were so devoted to customers, 
that this small pizzeria soon 
expanded to a full-service res-
taurant, gaining a reputation 
for the highest quality Italian 
cuisine in the neighborhood.

The recipes reflected 
southern Italian dishes that 
had been brought over from 
Italy. But the excitement 
wasn’t just about the deli-

cious food. It was also about 
the warm hospitality ev-
eryone felt when they dined 
there. As word spread, the 
business grew. Soon, there 
was a loyal following, and 
these customers began to 
ask if their own family’s spe-
cial occasions could be held 
at the restaurant. 

To meet this demand, the 
Russo family entered the 

catering business in 1975, 
building a banquet hall ad-
jacent to their existing place. 
Villa Russo was born, and 
the first wedding reception 
was held there in 1977. 

Today, Villa Russo is op-
erated by second-generation 
family members, in particu-
lar, George Russo, whose fa-
ther, Frank, and Uncle Joe, 
started it all. The family is 
committed to keeping the 
same values and traditions 
that have made this family 
business so successful. It 
is with great pride that he 
says, “Villa Russo is one of 
New York City’s most endur-
ing and successful catering 
venues. We adhere to those 
old-world values that devel-
oped such a strong and last-
ing client loyalty.”

The Villa Russo has four 
rooms. The Party Room can 
host small weddings, birth-
days, wedding rehearsal din-
ners, or corporate meetings. 

The Restaurant Grotto 
can accommodate a maxi-

mum of 35 guests, and is typi-
cally used for intimate din-
ners and corporate meetings. 

The Palace Room is 
known for its glamorous bal-
cony that wraps around the 
entire room. There is a work-
ing fireplace and a bridal 
suite. From 100 to 275 guests 
can be accommodated here.  

The Grotto Room is lo-
cated on the lower level. It has 
gold-tone draping on the ceil-
ing to compliment the Victo-
rian exposed brick that can 
be seen throughout the room. 
A gazebo area at the center of 
the room is perfect for wed-
ding ceremonies. The elegant 
stone staircases that lead into 
the room provide a great way 
to make a grand entrance. 

Villa Russo [101-12 Lefferts 
Blvd. between 101st and 103rd 
Avenues in Richmond Hill, 
(718) 849–0990, www.VillaRus-
soCatering.com]. Open Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
noon–9 pm; Fridays, 2–9 pm; 
Saturdays, noon–9 pm; and 
Sundays, noon–7 pm.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Count on Villa Russo to help make your next special occasion extra special

The opening of the Center Green at the Shops at Atlas Park was 
marked by a ribbon cutting ceremony. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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Many people might 
choose a nice, hot 
day over a blus-

tery, cold afternoon. How-
ever, excessively hot days 
cannot only feel uncom-
fortable, but they can also 

prove life-threatening. El-
derly men and women, in 
particular, are susceptible 
to the effects of hot temper-
atures.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 

Prevention, people ages 65 
and older are more prone to 
heat stroke and heat-related 
stress than those of other 
ages. Seniors’ bodies are 
not able to adjust to sudden 
changes in temperature as 

quickly as younger people’s. 
A chronic condition that af-
fects the body’s response to 
heat, as well as taking cer-
tain prescription medica-
tions, also may play a role 
in seniors’ susceptibility to 
the heat.

The City of Sacramento 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation says that around 
370 deaths from heat-related 
illnesses occur across the 
United States each year. 
Nearly half of those deaths 
are people who are 65 and 
older. Prolonged heat expo-
sure can take quite a toll on 
the average person. Factor 
in the more delicate health 
of many seniors, and the hot 
weather can be quite dan-
gerous.

Further compounding 
the problem is higher en-
ergy costs. Seniors living 
on fi xed incomes may not be 
able to afford to turn on air 
conditioners because of the 
power draw.

There are different types 
of heat-related injuries, 
though heat exhaustion and 

heat stroke are the most 
common. Here are signs 
that a person may be experi-
encing one or the other.

Heat exhaustion

• weakness
• tiredness
• heavy sweating
• paleness
• dizziness
• nausea
• vomiting
• fainting
• fast, weak pulse rate
• headache
• fast and shallow breath-

ing
Heat stroke

• extremely high body 
temperature (over 105 F)

• red, hot and dry skin
• absence of sweat
• throbbing headache
• dizziness
• nausea
What to do

Friends or family mem-
bers should check in with 
an elderly relative when the 
weather is especially warm 
to ensure she is safely han-
dling the heat.

In addition, people of all 

ages can take the following 
precautions to keep cool 
when the temperatures rise.

• Drink cool, nonalco-
holic beverages. Water and 
diluted fruit juices can help 
rehydrate the body quickly.

• Restrict physical activ-
ity.

• Take a cool shower or 
bath or wipe yourself down 
with a damp cloth.

• Seek an air-conditioned 
environment. For those who 
won’t or can’t turn on the air 
conditioning, visit a shop-
ping mall or library to keep 
cool. Some towns and cities 
also make cooling centers 
available in extreme heat.

• Wear lightweight cloth-
ing.

• Try to remain indoors 
during the hottest hours of 
the day.

• Wear hats or use an um-
brella to shield your head 
from sunshine outdoors.

• Eat cool foods, but avoid 
extremely cold foods. Oth-
erwise you risk the chance 
of developing stomach 
cramps.

ELDERLY ESPECIALLY
SUSCEPTIBLE TO

HEAT
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Medical advancements have en-
abled people to live longer. Though 
everyone wants to live longer, some 
people outlive their ability to care for 
themselves. In such instances, family 
members must make a decision re-
garding how best to care for an elderly 
relative.

According to the study “Aging in 
Place in America,” 63 percent of Baby 
Boomers are actively involved in pro-
viding some kind of help or assistance 
to their elderly parents. Whether this 
is due to the rising cost of elder care 
or simply a feeling of obligation on the 
part of the child, many middle-aged 
men and women are responsible for 
caring for aging parents and young 
children.

The emotions that might result 
from caring for an aging parent are 
often mixed. Some people are happy 
to do their part to help make life a 
little easier for a person who devoted 
so much of his energy to raising them. 
Others in the sandwich generation can 
feel like this is a burden or guilty that 
they’re not doing enough for a parent.

Signs an elder needs help

When an older relative stops driv-
ing, this is often indicative that he 
needs assistance with daily living. 
There also may be signs that support 
and care is needed, such as if the house 
seems untidy, if he is having trouble 
maintaining personal hygiene, if the 

parent is getting hurt attempting to 
do things around the house, or if he 
seems malnourished due to the inabil-
ity to cook meals. Limited mobility or 
loss of mental faculties also may be in-
dicative that it is time for a loved one 
to receive care.

Questions to ask

Although taking on the care of an 
aging parent may seem like the best 
idea possible, particularly for a se-
nior who is very afraid of losing his 
independence, it may not always be 
in either party’s best interest. Before 
anyone determines what will be done 
to help a relative, it’s best to answer a 
few questions as straightforwardly as 
possible.

• What type of care does my parent 
need?

• How soon into the future is that 
type of care bound to change?

• Can this care be handled by some-
one who comes into the house, such as 
a visiting nurse?

• Will my parent feel comfortable 
with an outside person helping with 
day-to-day care?

• What are my parent’s limita-
tions?

• Am I capable of handling this on 
my own?

• Can I afford an adequate-care fa-
cility?

• What are my local facility op-
tions?

• Will this type of care affect my 
own personal well-being?

• Can I handle this emotionally and 
physically?

Any person facing the prospect of 
caring for an aging parent should real-
ize that there is help available, as well 
as many different people who can help 
guide a decision. The fi rst resource 
is to ask siblings, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins to weigh in on the situation to 
help the family come to a consensus.

There are also social workers who 
specialize in this sort of thing, as well 
as fi nancial consultants who can spell 
out the pros and cons of different types 
of care and help determine the most 
affordable option. This can also go a 
long way toward helping determine 
the course of action.

The burden of caring for a parent 
can take a physical and mental toll on 
a person. Knowing there is a support 
circle available can ease one’s mind 
and enable caregivers to make ratio-
nal decisions that are in everyone’s 
best interest.

Caring for a loved one who can no 
longer care for himself is something 
that many Baby Boomers are facing 
on a daily basis. Although it may be 
a touchy subject, it is worth exploring 
what you will do before the situation 
becomes urgent. 

Prostate cancer is the most common non-skin 
cancer in America — and the older you are, the 
more likely you are to be diagnosed with this seri-
ous disease.

“There is good news for those who want to take 
control of their risk,” says Dan Zenka, senior vice 
president of Communication at the Prostate Cancer 
Foundation. “Recent research shows that eating 
right can help decrease the chance of developing 
prostate cancer, reduce the likelihood of recur-
rence, and slow the progression of the disease.”  

Here are 10 nutrition tips for men to stay healthy 
as they age:

• Avoid “empty” calories by eliminating junk 
food. Snack on fruits, vegetables, and nuts instead. 
Swap out soda and opt for water or natural juices.

• Rely on herbs, spices, and garlic for fl avor, not 
sugar, salt, and fat.

• While fat is a necessary component of a healthy 
diet, limit the amount you consume from red meat 
and dairy. Avocados, olives, nuts, seeds, and tofu 
are healthy sources of fat. Trans fatty acids found 
in margarine, however, should be avoided.

• Avoid taking more than 1,500 mg of calcium per 
day. Skip the supplements and consume your cal-
cium from leafy green vegetables, beans, and fi sh.

• Eat more fi sh. Evidence from several studies 
suggests that fi sh can help protect against prostate 
cancer because they contain “good fat,” particu-
larly omega-3 fatty acids.

• A lack of vegetables in the diet is a risk factor 
for aggressive prostate cancer. Vegetables in the 
broccoli-family are especially benefi cial. Use olive 
oil for cooking for a maximum health benefi t.

• Avoid over-supplementation with megavita-
mins. Too many vitamins, especially folate, may 
“fuel the cancer,” and while a multivitamin is not 
likely to be harmful, if you follow a healthy diet 
with lots of fruits, vegetables, whole grains, fi sh, 
and healthy oils, you likely won’t even need a mul-
tivitamin.

• Marinate meat and turn it frequently to prevent 
charring. Charred meat of any type can produce 
carcinogens. Alternatively, get your protein from 
vegetarian sources.

• No matter how sound your diet is, regular ex-
ercise is its perfect pair. Recent research has sug-
gested that exercise may be one of the best natural 
antioxidants, eliminating infl ammatory molecules 
that drive cancer.

• While eating well and exercising may make a 
difference in the long run, it doesn’t always elimi-
nate your risk of having prostate cancer. Start talk-
ing to your doctor about your prostate health and 
remember to get a prostate screening during your 
annual physical.

Cutting out your favorite foods may seem tough 
at fi rst, but there are delicious ways to enjoy foods 
that are good for you. 

Nutrition and wellness go hand-in-hand. Taking 
control of what you put into your body is a great fi rst 
step toward reducing your risk for prostate cancer.

ELDERCARE TODAY

When you become the parent of your parent
Caring for a loved one who can no longer care for himself is something that many Baby Boomers are facing on a daily basis.

Ten crucial 
nutrition tips 

for men
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ELDERCARE TODAY

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION CALL:

347 7662685
LAW OFFICES OF ROMAN AMINOV
14717 UNION TURNPIKE
FLUSHING, NY 11367
WWW.AMINOVLAW.COM

NEW YORK ESTATE PLANNING 
& ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

“PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY IS OUR PASSION”

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

PROTECT 
YOUR HOME 

FROM MEDICAID:
COME IN 

FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION

Ready to enjoy a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer 
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profi t senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fi tness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about 
United Lifeline — our personal 
emergency response service gives 
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living, 
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.fl ushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Find us on

Many household in-
juries are attrib-
uted to falls down 

stairs. Even a simple slip 
can result in a sprained or 
fractured ankle or another 
broken bone. The elderly 
may be especially vulner-
able when it comes to stair-
case injuries. There are 
ways to help prevent the 
scores of accidents attrib-
uted to stairs.

• Make sure stairs are 
clear of clutter. Any item 
left on the stairs is a trip-
ping hazard, even an errant 
sock. There should be noth-
ing on the stairs that hin-
ders a person’s ability to go 
up and down safely.

• Make sure the stairs 
are well-lit. Ample illumi-
nation can make it easier to 
see the stairs and prevent 
shadows from forming. 
Feel free to increase the 
wattage of bulbs used over 
staircases. If visibility con-

tinues to be a problem, put 
a strip of refl ective tape on 
the edge of the steps.

• Make sure railings are 
secure — and used. Falls 
can be avoided by holding 

on to sturdy railings.
• Make sure stairs aren’t 

slippery. Non-slip runners 
or other attachments can 
prevent falls from slippery 
stairs.  

How to make stairs safer
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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BY JOE ANUTA

Groups of con artists 
have recently been duping 
northeast Queens residents 
out of cash in person and 
over the phone, the 109th 
Precinct warned this week.

A band of thieves have 
hit shoppers at Jetro Cash 
and Carry, on 132nd Street 
in College Point, five times 
over the last three weeks, 
according to Inspector Bri-
an Maguire, commanding 
officer at the stationhouse.

“Once people realize 
this is going on, they will 
hopefully use more cau-
tion,” he said at a Monday 
news conference.

The latest incident hap-
pened Saturday, when the 
crew waited in the parking 
lot for a 37-year-old woman 
coming out of the wholesale 
goods store and rammed a 
shopping cart into the back 
of her car, police at the pre-
cinct said.

When the woman got 
out to investigate the dam-
age, a second man stole her 

pocketbook out of the front 
seat, making off with her 
credit cards, green card 
and driver’s license, ac-
cording to the 109th.

The same group of 
three to five men also pulled 
variations of the stunt June 
14, 15, 20 and 28, according 
to police.

“They use different 
kind of ruses to get people 
out of the car,” Maguire 
said.

In some cases, they 
ask for directions or engage 
shoppers in conversation to 
create a diversion while an 
accomplice rifles through 
the front seat before flee-
ing in a variety of vehicles, 
including two minivans, 
maroon and tan in color, 
and a white Nissan Sentra, 
Maguire said.

The crew targeted 
Asian women between the 
ages of 30 to 50 who were 
shopping alone in each in-
stance, according to the 
inspector, who added that 
Jetro is frequented by busi-
ness owners who potential 

criminals may believe car-
ry large amounts of cash.

Maguire urged Queens 
shoppers to always carry 
their pocketbooks on them, 
slung securely across their 
shoulders to prevent theft, 

and not to leave any valu-
ables unattended.

The crew also hit the 
parking lot of BJ’s Whole-
sale Club in the College 
Point Shopping Center June 
23. A similar but possibly 

unrelated incident ended in 
an arrest at a BP gas station 
on College Point Boulevard 
near Avery Avenue over the 
weekend.

Officers detailed an-
other scheme taking place 
over the phone lines.

A Main Street restau-
rateur received a phone 
call Saturday afternoon 
from someone purporting 
to be a Consolidated Edison 
bill collector, police said.

The phony operator 
transferred the business 
owner to a second person 
who gave instructions on 
how to purchase a prepaid 
card and pay up, police 
said.

The cards are called 
Green Dot or MoneyPak 
cards, which can be topped 
up with various amounts 
of cash to be used for elec-
tronic transactions, and 
are common prey for swin-
dlers.

“If you give your Mon-
eyPak number or informa-
tion about the purchase 
transaction to a criminal, 

Green Dot is not respon-
sible for paying you back. 
Your MoneyPak is not a 
bank account. The funds 
are not insured against 
loss,” the site states.

Maguire cautioned 
residents, especially the el-
derly, to be wary of anyone 
claiming to be from a util-
ity company and asking for 
money over the phone or in 
person.

The precinct also re-
leased a Wall of Shame, 
which features surveil-
lance footage of some of 
downtown Flushing’s most 
prolific alleged thieves. Al-
though the area is predomi-
nately made up of Asian 
residents, Maguire said 
these suspects come from 
every walk of life.

“It’s like the United 
Nations of crime perpetra-
tors down there,” he said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Thieves bilk boro using variety of scams: NYPD

During this FREE workshop you will receive:
Information about safety for your child
Families with cars will receive an appointment to bring  
your car on July 13th, for free car seat installation

Speakers:
Anju Galer, NP, Trauma Coordinator, Elmhurst Hospital Center
Cynthia Brown, New York Coalition for Transportation Safety
Mark Hoffacker, Certified Child Passenger Safety Technician

Advance Registration Required
For More Information Call: Anju Galer, NP, Trauma Coordinator, EHC at (718) 334-5724

Elmhurst Hospital Center
New York Coalition of 
Transportation Safety

KEEPING PRECIOUS LIVES SAFE
A Car Seat Safety Workshop for parents

Thursday, July 11th, 2013
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

AT
Elmhurst Hospital Center
79-01 Broadway, Elmhurst
Room Number A1-22 (1st Floor)

REGISTRATION SLIP

Parents’ Name: __________________________Child’s Age: _________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Home phone #: ____________________ (Cell #) ___________________

Inspector Brian Maguire shows two getaway vehi-
cles used by thieves preying on College Point shoppers. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
Another popular tele-

vision series took to the 
streets of Bayside to film 
part of an upcoming season, 
but with a new set of rules 
to minimize the effects on 
Bell Boulevard businesses.

The HBO series 
“Girls” set up from 39th 
to 42nd avenues and parts 
of 35th Avenue near 215th 
Street Tuesday, making it 
the third major film shoot 
in northeast Queens over 
the past year.

Crews lined the bou-
levard Tuesday and set up 
at C.J. Sullivan’s near the 
Bayside Long Island Rail 
Road station to film parts of 
the popular award-winning 
show.

This time around, 
however, leaders of the 
business district stepped 
up the restrictions after 
seeing storefronts come to 
a complete stop when the 

cameras started rolling.
Lyle Sclair, executive 

director of the Bayside Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District, said he worked 
with Community Board 11 
to establish some ground 

rules and keep storefronts 
from losing all available 
street parking. The busi-
ness director said he had 
seen enough after the most 
recent film shoot when the 
FX series “The Americans” 

closed much of Bell Boule-
vard earlier this year.

Instead of shutting 
the boulevard down for an-
other TV shoot, Sclair said 
“Girls” was told the series 
could only use the west side 

of Bell Boulevard for crew 
vehicles.

“Losing that amount 
of parking is just devastat-
ing for the BID, so we asked 
to have it reduced,” Sclair 
said. “We understand that 
it is a big economic devel-
opment push the city has, 
but we asked they keep our 
small businesses in mind.”

The HBO series was 
created by Lena Dunham, 
who also stars in the show, 
with help from filmmakers 
Judd Apatow and Jenni Jon-
ner as executive producers. 
“Girls” has grown since its 
2012 debut into a celebrated 
series with several awards 
and honors on the national 
stage. It was renewed for a 
third season in January.

Kim Bragg was walk-
ing past one of the film 
crews Tuesday evening 
when she stopped to watch.

“I’m a big fan. I love 
it,” she said about the show. 
“I’ve been lingering for a 

little bit to try and catch a 
glimpse of the actors.”

Before Tuesday’s film 
shoot, the new FX series 
“The Americans” trans-
formed Bell Boulevard into 
a 1980s Cold War drama 
with KGB spies and old-
fashioned cars. Street park-
ing in Bayside was tem-
porarily suspended along 
Bell Boulevard from 39th to 
42nd avenues and in select 
spots on 39th, 40th and 41st 
avenues. Throughout the 
day with FX in town, busi-
ness owners along the strip 
told TimesLedger Newspa-
pers they generally did not 
mind the temporary park-
ing ban despite the dip in 
sales.

Also in Douglaston, 
“The Carrie Diaries,” a 
prequel to “Sex and the 
City,” filmed on the streets 
behind PS 98 along 41st Av-
enue in March 2012.

Lena Dunham (l.-r.), Zosia Mamet, Jemima Kirke and Allison Williams make up the cast of “Girls,” which 
shot scenes along Bell Boulevard Tuesday. Photo courtesy Jessica Miglio/HBO

Popular HBO series stages fi lm shoot on Bell Boulevard
Bayside’s business district strikes deal with city to keep crew parking to only half of busy street

BY JOE ANUTA

Lawyers for the How-
ard Beach woman who 
fatally shot her abusive 
ex-NYPD husband in 2008 
are hoping to appeal to the 
state’s highest court after 
she began serving a five-
year sentence on a gun 
charge last month.

Barbara Sheehan was 
shackled and whisked away 
by officers in a Queens Su-
preme courthouse June 21 
in front of distraught fam-
ily members who had sup-
ported her throughout her 
2011 trial and subsequent 
sentencing.

“Everybody is waiting 
to see what happens,” said 
Niall MacGiollabhui, a law-
yer representing Sheehan.

The mother of two 
shot her husband Raymond 
Sheehan 11 times with two 
different guns while he was 

shaving in the bathroom 
Feb. 18, 2008.

The former school sec-
retary and her lawyers con-
tended Sheehan squeezed 
off the rounds to put an 
end to nearly two decades 
of abuse and a jury agreed, 
acquitting her of murder 
charges but convicting her 
of criminal possession of a 
weapon.

Justice Barry Kron, 
who oversaw the trial, 
handed down the five-year 
sentence in November 2011, 
which Sheehan’s legal team 
appealed to an intermedi-
ate appellate court.

They were not success-
ful, but hope to take their 
case one level higher to the 
New York State Court of 
Appeals, which may decide 
whether the case can move 
forward this summer.

MacGiollabhui and a 
team of attorneys plan to 

argue that Kron handed 
down too harsh a sentence 
by erroneously taking into 
account the murder charge 
Sheehan was acquitted of.

The justice could have 
given Sheehan a sentence 
below the minimum 3 1/2 
years by invoking leniency 
for victims of domestic vio-
lence, but instead gave her 
five years, the lawyer said. 
If successful, her sentence 
could be reduced.

In addition, the team 
is appealing on the grounds 
that an expert witness was 
barred from testifying dur-
ing the 2011 trial by anoth-
er judge.

If that appeal goes 
through, her entire sen-
tence could be thrown out, 
MacGiollabhui said.

Sheehan lawyers eye appeal 
in state’s court of last resort

Free Wi-Fi coming to Queens 
during MLB All Star Game

BY LISA AUTZ

Queens residents will 
have access to free Wi-Fi 
during the Major League 
Baseball All-Star Week 
July 12-16.

Time Warner Cable 
is the official Wi-Fi pro-
vider of All-Star Week and 
will offer free access to its 
Wi-Fi hotspots to the en-
tire city during the event 
dates. More than 1,700 of 
the public hotspots are lo-
cated in Brooklyn, Queens 
and Staten Island and the 
company plans to add up 
to 10,000 more spots across 
New York City by the end of 
the year.

The TWC Wi-Fi 

hotspots in Queens are at 
Fresh Pond, Middle Vil-
lage-Metropolitan Avenue, 
Jamaica Station, Hollis 
Veterans Square, Red Shed 
Garden, World War Memo-
rial, Libra Triangle, Mid-
dleburgh Triangle, Veter-
ans Grove, areas of Corona, 
areas of East Elmhurst, 
areas of Flushing, areas of 
Murray Hill and the Nogu-
chi Museum.

“We’re thrilled to offi-
cially launch TWC Wi-Fi in 
New York City, just in time 
for MLB All-Star Week, 
when millions of fans will 
be here to support their 
teams. By offering free ac-
cess during the event, they 
can sample the service to 

conveniently check scores 
and stats using TWC Wi-Fi 
hotspots around the city,” 
said Mike Roudi, senior 
vice president of corporate 
development.

Time Warner Cable 
connects more than 15 mil-
lion customers to video, 
high-speed data and voice 
services. TWC Internet cus-
tomers have access to the 
nation’s largest free Wi-Fi 
hotspot network.

The Wi-Fi spots can be 
found using the free TWC 
Wi-Fi Finder app available 
in Google Play and the Ap-
ple App store. Access to all 
available hotspot locations 
can also be found at twc.
com/wificoverage.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

It’s said that it’s pos-
sible to create something 
positive from disparate cir-
cumstances. 

Filmmaker Girard 
Tecson proves this point, 
as his  Cannes nominated 
short film, “This Moment,” 
was inspired by the drudg-
ery of an indie film. 

Tecson fell asleep dur-
ing “Gettin’ da Munchies,” 
and upon awaking realized 
it was due to its unfortunate 
acting and production qual-
ity. Baffled by the terrible 
tale’s ability to acquire a 

DVD distribution deal, Tec-
son knew he was far more 
capable of creating some-
thing of value. 

At first, Tecson, who 
teaches E-Portfolio classes 
at LaGuardia Community 
College, and his friends 
“fooled around with the 
camera” and produced vid-
eos about ninjas and gang-
sters. 

But eventually he opt-
ed to focus more seriously 
on this new passion. His 
hard work and sincerity 
paid off.

Tecson formed Day-
side Productions, and 

enrolled in production 
courses at LaGuardia Com-
munity College, where the 
fledgling filmmaker built 
a foundation for a career 
in cinema. He made a few 
shorts at LaGuardia, “Art 
of Cool” (2007), and “The 
Girl is Mine” (2008), before 
transferring to Hunter Col-
lege, where his latest, “This 
Moment,” won the award 
for best picture at Hunter’s 
Campus Movie Fest.

“This Moment,” which 
Tecson shot around the 
borough, is the moshpit-
sailing youth offspring of 
Harold Ramis’ “Ground-

hog Day.”  When Rick (Seth 
Baird) finds himself wak-
ing up the same way for 
months, he must conquer 
his enemies in order to 
change the vicious cycle he 
has endured. 

With such a concrete 
narrative, Tecson was able 
to incorporate all of his 
cultural passions into one 
piece. 

“I love mixing different 
genres into one,” he says. 

Not only does the di-
rector like to meld cinemat-
ic genres, taking cues from 
his predecessors like Spike 
Lee and Jackie Chan, but fu-
sion can be discerned in all 
of his tastes. An avid pop-
punk fan, Tecson was able 
to plug his friend’s band, Up 
For Nothing. Their song, 

fortuitously titled “This 
Moment,” screams “what 
are you waiting for?” and 
slides into the film’s the-
matic structure like a slice 
of American apple pie. 

“Putting everything I 
learned into one short film 
was challenging, but re-
warding,” Tecson said. 

It’s rare for all of the 
pieces to fit together, but 
he was fortunate enough to 
have a harmonious produc-
tion team steeped in focus 
and dedication. 

“We initially just made 
videos together for fun,” 
Tecson said, “but this time 
we knew we wanted to win 
something.” 

Tecson relays how his 
team worked in bad weath-
er conditions and with min-

imal food, “but everyone 
stuck together.” 

It’s this type of unity 
that allows work to break-
through the mass of proj-
ects being made in New 
York and stand on its own. 
In a place where thousands 
of young hopefuls come to 
take their creative talents 
to new heights, sometimes 
the brilliance of one idea 
doesn’t matter if each mem-
ber of the team is aimed 
in a different direction. 
It’s encouraging then to 
see such a sincere effort 
emerge from the borough of 
Queens, and touch upon the 
realm of “high art.” 

The film was shot in 
parts of Queens and Man-
hattan, although it’s hard 

FILMMAKER FOCUSES  ON HIS CANNES’ DEBUT
With ‘This Moment,’ Girard Tecson makes the trip 

from Long Island City to the South of France

Continued on Page 41

“This Moment” with actors Seth Baird (l.) and 
Raymond Long, a short film by LaGuardia 
Community College faculty member Girard 
Tecson, will be shown at the 2014 Cannes Film 
Festival in France. Photo courtesy Tecson
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

We would be hard-pressed 
to find a more unlikely or inhos-
pitable spot to open an eatery 
than the stretch of Metropolitan 
Avenue, near Queen’s western 
frontier, where Bunker has hun-
kered down. It’s across from a 
junk yard and next to a sewage 
treatment plant. Yet inaccessi-
bility may actually work in Bun-
ker’s favor.  

What foodie doesn’t yearn 
for the bragging rights to be 
able to say “I know this little 
place in the middle of nowhere 
that makes the greatest….
(name your food)?”  This hy-
pothesis was borne out on a re-
cent gloomy Thursday evening 
when the place was so packed 
that, in a few cases, strangers 
were obliged to share tables.  In 
all fairness, it doesn’t take much 
of a crowd to declare a place this 
size “packed.”

Bunker specializes in the 

street foods of Vietnam. It is the 
brain child of Queensite owner/
chef Jimmy Tu, whose culinary 
pedigree includes the polar op-
posites Eleven Madison Park 
and the Korilla BBQ Truck.  He 

has applied his expertise and 
vision to create, in this God for-
saken spot, one of the most talk-
ed about eateries in New York.

The space itself is your 
basic hole-in-the-wall, trans-

formed into Southeast Asia us-
ing bamboo, thatch and rattan, 
and a dash of irony.  The TV 
is perpetually tuned to mute 
movies of bygone eras.  Witty 
T-shirts festoon a clothesline. 
If you want water, you can help 
yourself from an urn. There is a 
steady procession of customers 
making the two-block march to 
and from Western Beef for beer.  
The rest room includes a wash-
ing machine.  We wondered if 
a patron could do a free load of 

laundry for the price 
of dinner.

All that aside, 
the food rocks. It 

demonstrates what happens 
when an accomplished chef ap-
plies his talents to other than 
haute cuisine.  The concise menu 
is divided between appetizers, 
mains, banh mi sandwiches and 
a few sides. You can’t go wrong 
with any of them. The hardest 
choice is what not to order.  

Visit Ho Chi Min City by way of Ridgewood, Queens
At Bunker, Vietnamese specialities bring the tastes of Southeast Asia home to the borough

A banh xeo, a Vietnamese crepe filled with shrimp and bean sprouts, is one of 
the highlights on Bunker’s menu.  Photo courtesy Suzanne Parker

Bunker
46-63 Metropolitan Ave. 

(Woodward Avenue), 
Ridgewood, NY 11385 

(718) 386-4282 
www.bunkernyc.com

Cuisine: Casual Vietnamese
Setting: Southeast Asian trappings 

in a tiny space.
Service:  Friendly and accommodating, 

but a bit harried at times.
Hours: Sunday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday: Noon – 10 p.m.; 

Thursday and Friday: 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.; 
Saturday: Noon – 11 p.m.

Reservations: No
Alcohol: BYOB 
Parking: Street

Dress: Hipster casual
Children: Welcome

Music: No
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: The usual
Noise level: Not too bad 

considering the close quarters
Handicap accessible: yes

WIFI:  YesContinued on Page 40

DINING OUT
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MUSIC

Music at Z Hotel  — Live music 
on the outdoor roof featuring 
Walter Finley and guest artists 
every Thursday; International 
House Music DJs every Friday; 
Top 40 and mixed format with 
celebrity DJs during Skyline 
Saturdays
When: Thursdays 7 pm - 11 pm; 
Saturdays starting at 7 pm
Where: Z Hotel, 11-01 43rd Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Thursdays: $10 cover 
includes one Z Cocktail
Contact: (212) 319-7000
Website: www.zhotelny.com

Warm Up 2013 — MoMA PS1 
returns with its annual outdoor 
music festival. Every Saturday, 
Warm Up introduces audiences 
to the best in experimental live 
music, sound and DJs. 
When: Saturdays through Sept. 

7, Noon - 9 pm
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Music in the Garden — 
Burmese composer and 
percussionist Kyaw Kyaw Naing, 
a master of the pat waing a 
traditional Burmese drum circle 
instrument, plays 21 separately 
tuned drums at a rapid speed. 
Naing is one of a few artists to 
practice traditional Burmese 
music outside of Mynamar.
When: Sunday, July 14, 3 pm
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free with regular 
museum admission
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Latin Dance Party — Live 
performances by Frankie 

Negron and DJ Johnnie C. 
When: Thursday, July 11, doors 
at 7 pm, show at 8 pm
Where: Resorts World Casino, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South 
Ozone Park
Cost: $15/advance, $25/at the 
door
Website: www.rwnewyork.com

Village People in Concert — 
The 1970s disco mega-stars 
perform all their hits including 
“YMCA,” “In the Navy” and 
“Macho Man.”
When: Saturday, July 13, doors 
at 8 pm, show at 9 pm
Where: Resorts World Casino, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South 
Ozone Park
Cost: $25/advance, $30/at the 
door
Website: www.rwnewyork.com

Music in the Garden — Yowana 
Sari Gamelan Orchestra, a 
Balinese-style percussion 
ensemble, peforms on an 
outdoor stage. Bring blankets 
and a picnic.
When: Saturday, July 13, 6:15 
pm to 7:45 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free with regular garden 
admission
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

11-01 43RD AVE 
LONG ISLAND CITY
NY 11101
212.319.7000
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 
& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

THURSDAY NIGHTS
LIVE IN THE SKY 
CONCERT SERIES

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY 
& GUESTS

LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM. 
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

$10 COVER INCLUDES ONE FREE Z COCKTAIL

FRIDAY NIGHTS
INTERNATIONAL 

HOUSE MUSIC DJ’S
EVERY WEEK

JULY 5TH LEON
(MUSIC ON / D-FLOOR)

JULY 12TH ACE ALVAREZ
JULY 19TH TBA

JULY 26TH HECTOR
(DESOLATE)

SKYLINE 
SATURDAYS

A CELEBRATION OF THE 
NYC SKYLINE EVERY 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 

FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY 
CELEBRITY DJ’S

SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM
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PRODUCTIONS

The Secret Children’s 
Theatre —  Saturday mornings 
and afternoons catch an 
original musical for the 
whole family. Shows include 
“Princess Particular,” about 
a princess who would rather 
be a ballerina; and “Pirate 
Pete’s Parrot,” which tells the 
story of a lovable rogue on a 

mission to fi nd his runaway 
parrot.
When: “Princess Particular,” 
Saturday, July 6, 11 am; “Pirate 
Pete’s Parrot,” Saturday, July 
6, 2 pm;
Where: The Secret Children’s 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/adults, $10/children, 
$40/family four-pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Macbeth” — The Queens 
Players return to the Secret 
Theater with Shakespeare’s 
tale of myth, magic and 
corrupt ambition. 
When: July 11 through July 27, 
Thursday through Saturday at 
8pm, Sunday at 7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

 31. It's spotted in casinos
 34. 1 running from Maine  
  to Florida
 35. Pancake topper
 37. Give the cold shoulder
 38. In ___ straits
 39. Saw eye to eye
 40. "Welcome" site
 41. Actor Arnold
 45. Atlas, for one
 47. Maine's ___ National Park
 48. Arose
 49. Agree
 51. Flip response?
 53. ___-cross
 54. Half a score
 57. Marquis de ___
 58. Lady bighorns
 59. Dosage amts.
 60. Canine command
 61. Oklahoma town
 62. Big success

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 5-11, 2013

By Ed Canty

Al Capp's World

Across

 1. Volvo rival
 5. Home
 10. Pro or con
 14. Actor Ray
 15. Fisherman, at times
 16. Frank or Francis
 17. Al Capp parody of  
  Dick Tracy
 20. Steve Grogan, for one
 21. Mouse catcher
 22. Op. ___ (footnote abbr.)
 23. Numbered hwy.
 24. One with a flag
 27. Bone: Pref.
 29. "M*A*S*H" role
 32. Hubbub
 33. Ukr. neighbor
 36. Major flop
 38. Al Capp character  
  (nee Scragg)
 41. Old Dixieland classic
 42. Baton Rouge inst
 43. Bobby of the Bruins
 44. _____ Banks
 46. Bigmouth, for one
 50. Get together
 52. Halloween mo.
 55. Balancing pro
 56. Have something
 57. Head of State, e.g.
 60. Capp's yearly event  
  in Dogpatch
 63. Object of worship
 64. French thoughts
 65. Yearn
 66. Catches some rays
 67. Exams
 68. Droops

Down

 1. Seattle's ___ Field
 2. Smith of "Dallas"
 3. Responds to change
 4. When doubled, island 
  near Tahiti
 5. Watchful
 6. Having less free time
 7. Guesstimate words
 8. Skillful
 9. Ranch addition
 10. 1978 Peace co-Nobelist
 11. Launch
 12. Certain party org.
 13. Startled cry
 18. Env. contents
 19. Jewelry beetles
 24. Kind of spray
 25. Brandenburg's river
 26. Neither's partner
 28. Old railroad name
 30. Saying

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

DON'T GET ANGRY
S H O W N V O I C E R E M
A U D I O A B O U T O V A
C R O S S S T I T C H Y E T
S T R E E T T A K E P A R T

S L A T O R E L S E
M A L T E S E C R O S S
I V Y S H A L E T Y K E
T E R M S S A N H O O H A
T R E E E S T E E G A S

C R O S S E X A M I N E
S N O C A T R I D E
P A G A N I N I L A T V I A
L I D D O U B L E C R O S S
A V E O S T I A H O W E S
T E N M E S S Y E S S E N

Live Music &
Every FridayH A PP Y  HOUR  SPEC I A L S

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make fi rst left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Like us Follow us

every 
  sunday

BRINGING BACK LADIES NIGHT. 
Ladies half off drinks at the bar.

Thursday night 7 to 10 
all summer long

The appetizer that re-
ally grabbed our attention 
was the traditional banh 
xeo.  A crepe-like thing, 
it manages to achieve the 
ultimate in crunch on the 
outside with a delicately 
puffy interior. The crepe 
is generously studded with 
shrimp, and folded around 
a clutch of bean sprouts.  
The civilized way to eat it 
is to wrap the crepe in let-
tuce to protect your fingers 
from grease, stuff a little of 
the Asian basil in with the 
sprouts, and dip it in the 
sweet and spicy sauce.

Two types of pho (pro-
nounced “fuh”), Vietnam’s 
national dish, are listed 
as mains on the menu—
chicken and mushroom. 
It is modestly described 
on the menu as “chicken 
noodle soup.”  In fact, the 
broth is made from special 
Bo Bo free range chickens, 
and redolent of exotic herbs 
and spices. The Vietnamese 
young woman who was one 

of our random tablemates 
declared it the best pho 
she’s had in the States.

If soup isn’t your idea 
of a main, especially in 
warm weather, try the Cha 
Ca, turmeric seared salm-
on  with dill over vermicel-
li and heaped with peanuts. 
It embodies all the flavors 
and textures of Southeast 
Asia: sweet, salty, fishy, 
spicy, oversoft and crunchy. 
We were there on a day 
when razor clams were the 
special of the day. The long 
narrow clams were grilled 
with loads of garlic and ci-
lantro. By themselves, they 
were a bit protein-heavy, 
and needed an order of wa-
ter spinach with garlic and 
chilies to round things out.

Right now, lunch is 
only served on Saturdays 
and Sundays. There’s noth-
ing to stop you from eating 
bahn  mi for dinner, but 
they make the ideal lunch. 
The Saigon Special is the 
pick of the category, loaded 
with the spectrum of pork 
pr o duc t s —Viet n a me s e 
ham, sausage, bacon and 
pork pate. If we have any 
complaint, it is that they 

were a little stingy with 
their divine, homemade 
pate. The crunchiness of  
the baguette is augmented 
by a scattering of puffy crab 
chips (bánh ph ng tôm).

Dessert is an easy de-
cision—tapioca pudding,—
yes or no? It’s not your 
school lunch tapioca. This 
rich concoction is made by 
cooking the tapioca in coco-
nut milk with bits of young 
coconut, jackfruit, and 
palm seeds. Very tropical. 
Very delish.

The Bottom Line
Bunker is the epitome 

of a culinary hidden trea-
sure.  If you find yourself 
in the vicinity during their 
hours of operation, stop in.  
If not, find an excuse to get 
there.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 38

Bunker
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to tell considering the cy-
clic nature of the film’s 
narrative, as scenes and 
locations become repetitive 
to serve the story. However, 
the film’s festival success 
is not just a win for Tecson 
and his team, but for Queens 
alike. Whereas Brooklyn 
and Manhattan have been 
known as hubs of filmmak-
ing, with a plethora of their 
own fests (Brooklyn Film 
Festival, Brooklyn Short 
Film Festival, The Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival, 
Brooklyn Girl Film Festi-
val), Queens hasn’t been al-
lotted the same reputation. 

Tecson’s win and 
Cannes nomination is 
therefore not only a victory 
for LaGuardia Community 
College, but for Queens as 
a cultural birthplace on its 
own.

Although his movie 
will be screened at next 
year’s Cannes Film Festi-
val, success has not spoiled 
Tecson. 

He continues to take 
classes toward his degree 
and to work as an editing 
room lab technician.

And even after achiev-
ing something most film-
makers never realize, he 
remains excited about his 

passion. 
When news surfaced 

that the film was selected 
to screen at Cannes, Tecson 
was ecstatic. 

“It was unbelievable,” 
he said. “It was like a 
dream.” 

Continued from Page 37

TECSON

Filmmaker Girard Tecson, who teaches at LaGuardia Community 
College, will have his movie screened at the Cannes Film Festival 
next year.  Photo courtesy Tecson

Call 516-829-1301 or visit www.ShopGreatNeck.com for information

Middle Neck Road 
between North Station & Grace Ave

Thursday, July 11
6:30-10:30 pm

Promenade Night
in Great Neck Plaza

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 
(516)439-4960 
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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smartphones.
“The public advocate 

really has to think outside 
the box,” she said. “I think 
a lot of the times what you 
have to do as public advo-
cate is name and shame, 
and that’s what our NY-

CHA app is about.”
Wai, an NYPD official 

who works on reaching out 
to minority communities, 
said he favored a bottom-
up approach to working 
with constituents.

“Let them identify 
the issues and collaborate 
with them,” he said.

At times throughout 
the forum, Wai was elu-

sive when moderator Roy 
Paul tried to pin him down 
to an answer on certain 
issues, such as whether 
or not he would ever be in 
favor of closing struggling 
schools.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

 “ Our side — and that’s 
the side of good — we need 
one person to re-examine 
the merits here and change 
their vote to uphold a may-
oral veto,” said City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria). “We’re going 
to be working hard the 
next week or so to educate 
people as to what this bill 
actually does.”

Queens Council mem-
bers Liz Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), James Gennaro 
(D-Fresh Meadows), Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone), 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills)  and Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) joined Val-
lone in voting against the 
bill, with the seven other 
members of the borough’s 
delegation voting in favor.

The Council intro-
duced the act in June 
2012 after the New York 
Civil Liberties Union re-
leased a report showing 
the number of stop-and-
frisks had climbed 600 
percent during the first 
10 years of the Bloomberg 
administration, reaching 
nearly 700,000 in 2011.

During that time, 
young, innocent black and 
Latino men were stopped 
at a disproportionately 
high rate — a statistic that 
critics have pointed to as 
evidence of racial profil-
ing by the NYPD.

The mayor and Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly, 
however, have argued that 
minorities are actually 
under-stopped when com-
pared to the descriptions 
of criminal suspects, with 
Bloomberg recently going 
so far as to say the city 
stops too many whites.

That argument — 
whether or not the number 

of stops should be held up 
against the general popu-
lation — is at the heart of 
the profiling bill.

It states that an indi-
vidual can sue claiming 
an NYPD policy has had 
a “disparate impact” on a 
group, but says the “mere 
existence of a statistical 
imbalance” alone does not 
prove profiling exists.

An alleged profil-
ing victim  would have to 
prove that stops should be 
compared to the general 
population and that a po-
lice policy is singling out 
a group.

“It doesn’t mean that 
if the data shows a dispro-
portionate impact, case 
over,” said Candace Tolliv-
er, a senior organizer with 
the NYCLU. “The NYPD 
will have to prove this is 
the only way to keep peo-
ple safe. If the government 
or the NYPD cannot prove 
there’s no other way with-
out effective discrimina-
tion, then the courts will 
tell the NYPD they have to 
do it another way.”

Vallone, however, 
argues that the bill too 
broadly identifies the 
groups and said it unfairly 
puts the NYPD in the posi-
tion to evaluate all other 
alternatives.

“This is going to be a 
sea-change in the amount 

of lawsuits it leads to,” he 
said. “The ultimate goal 
here with all this legal 
language is that the courts 
are going to take over the 
NYPD.”

Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
voted for the bill, but said 
he thinks more than any-
thing it sends a message to 
Bloomberg, whom he ques-
tioned for so ardently de-
fending the controversial 
police policy.

“I don’t know why the 
mayor is refusing to look 
at the facts in this case,” 
he said. “I don’t know why 
he’s so upset about this. 
I think the bills do very 
little.”

The mayor has until 
July 24 to ax the bill, and 
so far its supporters seem 
to be standing firm.

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said he has little to fear 
from Bloomberg’s politick-
ing, as most of his south-
east Queens constituents 
have some experience with 
stop-and-frisk.

“These are some of 
the cases we’re speaking 
of: when you’re stopped for 
no reason, you’re just be-
ing profiled because you 
may have a certain skin 
color, and that’s just a real-
ity here,” he said.

LATE PAGE

Continued from Page 1 

CSA

Continued from Page 9 

Debate

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

City Councilman Donovan Richards (c.) explains his support for the 
Community Safety Act. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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A Flushing business owner 
has combined classic artisan 
techniques and modern invest-
ment knowledge to keep his shop 
going strong into its third genera-
tion of ownership.

Rim’s Fine Jewelry first 
opened in Korea in 1929 by Ikh-
wan Rim’s grandfather, who then 
taught his father the ropes. The 
family moved to America about 
30 years ago and then settled at 
the Union Street location about 10 
years later.

When Rim took over, the 
business was one of many in 
downtown Flushing, but the shop 
derives its singularity from be-
hind the glimmering counters — 
and beneath the floor.

In the back of the shop lies 
a workshop where all of Rim’s 
custom pieces — which make up 
about 80 percent of the wares — 
are produced.

“It’s a little different here,” 
he said. “Almost everything is 
made by hand.”

Many of the one-of-a-kind 
creations are fashioned by carv-
ing wax models and casting them 
in cement. Molten metal can then 
be poured into the hardened mold 
to be later polished and shaped.

In one instance, a woman 
lost a diamond-studded earring 
that was part of a unique pair. 
Rim’s jeweler was able to make an 
exact copy from scratch. Another 

customer brought in an emerald 
brooch she had refashioned into 
a ring.

Down a set of stairs in the 
back, Rim has a series of machines 
in the basement that require the 
operator to have the same skills 
perfected by his grandfather.

One device melts down gold 
and other metals, where they are 
stretched out between two roll-
ers resembling an antique mop 

squeegee. Eventually, the pieces 
can be stamped into coins using 
a hydraulic press.

Aside from bridal and other 
jewelry sales, Rim has a deal 
with banks, including JPMorgan 
Chase, to stamp out commemora-
tive coins made of various metals 
— a fitting arrangement, since 
part of his job is tied to invest-
ment.

“The jewelry business has 

been changing,” he said. “A lot of 
people like to by gold and silver as 
an asset.”

And that means Rim must 
keep close tabs on the ebb and 
flow of the global commodities 
market. The price of gold, for in-
stance, fluctuates with the stock 
market and season.

But even when the market re-
mains steady, the prices at Rim’s 
are not always fixed.

The practice of haggling for 
deals, common in Korea and Chi-
na, is the norm at many Flushing 
locations.

On a recent Monday, a persis-
tent woman argued with Rim for 
more than 10 minutes over a gold 
bracelet featuring an emblem of 
Hello Kitty, a popular cartoon 
character.

“It’s not really about the mon-
ey,” he said. “People just want to 
know they got a good deal.”

In addition to his vocational 
duties, Rim is also the host of a 
talk show on Flushing-based Ko-
rean Radio Broadcasting and is 
the president of the Union Street 
Business Association.

He has worked on a variety 
of civic issues in the neighbor-
hood and has been vocal about 
the impending reconstruction of 
Municipal Lot 1, which will be 
turned into a large, mixed-use 
complex, and its effect on the sur-
rounding small businesses.

On any given day, civic activ-
ists, other local businessmen or 
even members of the borough’s po-
litical class might be found filter-
ing in and out of the store, which 
is even further proof that despite 
the myriad of other jewelry shops 
in the area, there is nothing quite 
like Rim’s.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Union St. biz a gem in town full of jewelers
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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to provide sufficient com-
munity benefits.

But at a Land Use pub-
lic hearing June 27, 5Pointz 
owner David Wolkoff — 
joined by his father, Long 
Island developer Jerry 
Wolkoff, and CB 2 Chair-
man Joseph Conley — said 
additional community 
benefits will be included 
in the application to en-
sure sufficient amenities 
for residents. Some ben-
efits include a car-sharing 
program for the parking 
garage, partnerships with 
local art organizations and 
affordable housing.

“We will offer below 
parking preferential rates 
and promotions as an ame-
nity to encourage residents 
of the development and 
residents and businesses in 
the community to park in 
the garage,” David Wolkoff 
said.

He added: “We will 
form a working partner-
ship with a local art insti-
tution — for example, PS 1, 
SculptureCenter or other 
Queens-based art institu-
tions — for the manage-
ment of display art in the 
public space along Davis 
Street.”

Marshall will now 
make a recommendation 
after hearing the presen-
tation. Jerry Wolkoff de-
scribed the added benefits 
as a joint effort between 
CB 2 and the Wolkoff fam-
ily, and said there will be 
outreach with artists and 

the community about the 
benefits.

One critic of the plan, 
Jerry Rotondi, called on 
Marshall to deny the spe-
cial permit request. Before 
speaking, he held up a pic-
ture display of the Wolkoff 
site that featured photos of 
overflowing dumpsters and 
accumulated garbage.

 “The pictures that I 
display speak the thousand 
words of disregard that the 
Wolkoff family has for the 
community,” he said, add-
ing he has seen rats scurry-
ing around the area.

Jerry Wolkoff admit-
ted the pictures were of 
his site, but said he is not 
responsible for the garbage 
from tenants.

“I try to keep my build-
ing as clean as possible,” he 
said. “But the Health De-
partment goes after the ten-
ant, not the landlord.”

After Marshall’s rec-
ommendation, the applica-
tion moves on to the City 
Planning Commission.

then.”
The city has under-

taken several measures to 
combat bullying, includ-
ing the implementation of 
the “Respect for All Week” 
initiative to encourage tol-
erance in schools through 
lectures, art projects and 
discussions. The Council 
also set aside $30,000 for 

the confidential Be BRAVE 
hotline, a United Federa-
tion of Teachers project to 
help fight bullying.

“Citywide and around 
the nation, millions of 
young students have be-
come victims of bullying 
at a very early age,” said 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing). “We have had 
too many wake-up calls as a 
city, and the tragic passing 
of little Gabrielle Molina is 
only further proof that the 

current anti-bullying mea-
sures in public schools are 
not enough.”

Weprin and his col-
leagues in the Council said 
the city needed to mandate 
a bullying prevention cur-
riculum for students in 
Grades 6 through 12. Their 
teachers are not exempt 
either, Weprin said, and 
should complete profession-
al development seminars 
teaching them how to deal 
with bullying incidents in 

schools.
“Too many children 

and teens have suffered for 
no good reason,” he said. 
“If we want our children to 
grow up in a compassionate 
society, there is absolutely 
no place for bullying of any 
kind.”

Weprin joined with 
colleagues in the Council 
last week, who said the in-
cident in Queens Village 
underscored a citywide 
need for action.

ROP

$25,000. When coupling that 
with a dismal job market, 
the elected officials said 
subsidized Stafford loans 
were more essential than 
ever for anyone seeking 
higher education and worth 
the $7 billion it would cost 
to extend the rate cuts.

Weeks before the dead-
line, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
reached out to the state’s 
congressional delegation 
with hopes of swaying them 
to act. The governor said 
interest rates were initially 

cut in 2007 to jump-start an 
economic comeback, so al-
lowing the reduction to ex-
pire was counter intuitive.

“Doubling the interest 
rate will make it more diffi-
cult for New York students 
and their families to afford 
college, consequently mak-
ing it harder for them to ac-
quire the skills necessary 
to contribute to New York’s 
economic revival,” Cuomo 
said. “As students and uni-
versities are a vital com-
ponent to New York state’s 
economy, we must work to 
keep student loan interest 
rates low and predictable.”

ing applies to other areas as 
well.

“What I would like to 
see is more primary care 
facilities in the borough of 
Queens that are accessible 
to everyone,” she said.

The borough’s emer-
gency rooms are bursting 
with people who treat it as 
a first stop for ailments that 
could be treated elsewhere.

Katz wants to find suit-
able locations where large 
hospitals like North Shore-
LIJ or New York Hospital 

Queens, for example, can 
continue to build new fa-
cilities. 

On education, she does 
not support the mayor’s 
policies of closing large 
high schools or co-location, 
where other institutions 
like charter schools share 
building space with their 
public counterparts.

The borough president 
is responsible for appoint-
ing the borough’s member 
of the Panel for Education-
al Policy, which nominally 
votes on the city’s educa-
tion policies. Katz did not 
have anyone in mind yet, 
but said she would pick a 
member of the community 

who has had children go 
through the system before.

She would also like 
to alter the makeup of the 
panel, which is stacked 
with mayoral representa-
tives who push through 
Bloomberg administration 
policies, to make it more 
equitable, but she does not 
support abolishing mayor-
al control in 2015.

Between her stint as a 
councilwoman and her cur-
rent run, Katz worked as a 
mergers and acquisitions 
lawyer for international 
law firm Greenberg Trau-
rig, where she was listed in 
the city’s database for lob-
byists.

“I had a good job,” 
she said. “But I chose to be 
in public service. This is 
where I spent the majority 
of my adult life.”

Katz has garnered 
support from the Queens 
Democratic Party and a 
slew of borough elected of-
ficials while also snagging 
some high-profile nods 
from southeast Queens 
leaders, such as the Rev. 
Floyd Flake, of Greater Al-
len AME Cathedral, who 
picked her over Comrie, 
who currently represents 
part of the area in the 
Council.

Continued from Page 4 

Katz

Continued from Page 4 

Weprin
Continued from Page 4 

Loans
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5Pointz
on the highway in Jamaica 
Estates, police said. They 
landed about 100 feet from 
the vehicle after the crash 
and died from head trauma, 
according to court docu-
ments. 

The couple’s 20-year-
old friend, Madosh Hansraj, 
was arrested and charged 
with manslaughter, assault, 
criminally negligent homi-
cide and driving under the 
influence of alcohol follow-
ing a fatal crash, according 
to the criminal complaint 
provided by the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office.

Police had hauled a 
bleary-eyed Hansraj to 
the 112th after the crash, 
where he allegedly had a 
blood alcohol level of .072 
- just below the legal limit 
.08 - and allegedly admit-
ting to drinking two beers, 
the court document said. 
A detective who recon-
structed the accident from 

tire marks on the roadway 
determined the Honda had 
been clocking in 119 miles 
per hour, the criminal com-
plaint said.

Another of the Honda’s 
passengers, a 17-year-old 
boy, was also thrown from 
the car, the NYPD said. 
He was taken to New York 
Hospital Queens, where he 
was listed in serious but 
not critical condition as of 
Saturday. police said. 

Two other passengers, 
who were 19 and 20 years 
old, were taken to the hos-
pital to be treated for minor 
injuries, police said.

The group of young 
people had been headed 
home at the time of the 
crash, said Persaud’s older 
sister, Nalini. 

Dukharan’s mother, 
Pammy Hernandez, said 
the family had no com-
ment about Hansraj at their 
South Jamaica home Tues-
day morning.

“Our hearts go out to 
the family of the driver. I 
can’t imagine what they 
are going through,” said 

Jason Johnny, Dukharan’s 
uncle.

Persaud’s relatives 
said the group of six young 
people in the car had grown 
close over time - at IS 238 
Susan B. Anthony Middle 
School in Jamaica and Mar-
tin Van Buren High School 
in Queens Village. 

“They were all really 
good friends,” Nalini Per-
saud said. 

Persaud’s parents were 
devastated by the news that 
the youngest of their six 
children had been killed, 
his sister said.

“He was a working fa-
ther,” Nalini Persaud said, 
explaining that her brother 
had a job as an auto body 
painter in Queens. “He 
was full of life. Everything 
about him was life.”

The couple became 
friends in junior high 
school and quickly fell for 
one another with Dukha-
ran penning numerous love 
letters to her beau, Dukha-
ran’s family said.

“She would be on the 
phone until 4 a.m. Some-

times she wouldn’t go to 
sleep,” her aunt Francine 
Johnny said.

Her mother said she 
spent the afternoon with 
her daughter the day before 
she was killed at the deli 
Hernandez owns. 

“She was very happy,” 
Hernandez said, while sit-
ting in the backyard of the 
family’s South Jamaica 
home.

Hernandez described 
her daughter, who had a tat-
too with the words “Never 
a failure, Always a lesson,” 
as the best teenage mother 
she had ever encountered 
and said the young woman 
had been thinking of even-
tually returning to school 
to study forensics.

“We all loved them 
very much. We pray for 
their souls to be at peace,” 
Hernandez said.

Outside the Dukha-
rans’ house Tuesday, sev-
eral vehicles had been deco-
rated with messages to the 
teens.

One read, “Your love 
story continues in heaven.”

Continued from Page 1

Crash

Jerry Rotondi holds up a pic-
ture display of the Wolkoff’s 
site that includes photos of 
overflowing dumpsters and 
poor sanitary conditions. 

Photo by Chris Engelhardt 
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Queens continues to 

be a softball-rich borough.
It was home to first-

time PSAL Class A girls 
city champion Construc-
tion. The Red Hawks end-
ed Tottenville’s 117-game 
regular season winning 
streak and then rallied to 
beat the Pirates in the title 
game.

St. Francis Prep re-
mained an elite squad, 
but lost a heartbreaker 
to Fontbonne in the dioc-
esan final. Bayside took 
home its division crown, 
RFK won the PSAL ‘B’ 
championship and Christ 
the King enjoyed a turn-
around season.

Here are the players 
considered the borough’s 
best:

All-Queens Soft-

ball Player of the Year: 

Britney Rodriguez, Con-

struction

Rodriguez has long 
been an elite player, but 

this year she was no 
doubt the best 

in the 

c i t y . 
The junior lefty 
was the difference in 
Construction’s claiming 
its first Class A city title, 
allowing just two runs in 
the final. She recorded a 
sparkling 1.37 ERA, which 

she lowered slightly in the 
playoffs, and struck out 
113 batters. Rodriguez led 
the PSAL in hits (44), runs 
scored (41) and batting 
average (.786) and also re-
corded 48 RBIs.

All-Queens Softball 

Coach of the Year: Mar-

co Migliaccio, Construc-

tion

A PSAL Class A city 
title is something Migli-
accio and Construction 
have been building to-
ward since winning the 
‘B’ crown four years ago. 
Migliaccio always believed 
this was the year it could 
all come together after the 
Red Hawks went through 
some growing pains in 
previous seasons. His 
demanding the best 
from his team and 
his ability to teach 
the game to young 
players helped Con-
struction reach the 
top.

All-Queens 

First Team

SS Danielle Cervasio, 
St. Francis Prep

The Cortland-bound 
Cervasio had one of her 
best seasons in an SFP 
uniform. The four-year 
starter led by example. 
Cervasio was one of the 
city’s best defensive short-
stops. She was tops on the 
team in hitting and was a 
run producer in the lead-
off spot.

3B Briana Emanuele, 
St. Francis Prep

Emanuele was one of 
the Terriers’ top hitters 
and did a solid job defend-
ing the hot corner. The 

junior, who has 
some pop in her 
bat, hit .423 and 
drove in 15 runs 
in league play. 

She was clutch in 
the post season, in-

cluding a late two-run 
double to tie Game 3 

against Fontbonne.
1B Emily Gomez, 

Bayside
The junior was the 

most productive hitter in 
a deep Bayside lineup. Her 
powerful swing helped 
her hit .673 and slug .980. 
Gomez also drove in 24 
runs and scored 30 in the 
regular season. She went 
4-for-4 with three runs 
scored in a division-clinch-
ing win over Cardozo.

P Heidi Gomez, Bay-
side

Gomez, a strike-
out pitcher, can be as 
dominant as any wind-

miller in the city. The ju-
nior helped lead the Com-

modores to a division title 
and a spot in the PSAL 
Class A quarterfinals. She 
hit .519 with 29 RBIs and 
posted a 1.15 ERA with 113 
strikeouts.

C Kelly Licul, St. Fran-

cis Prep
Licul gave St. Francis 

Prep a heady catcher with 
a cannon for an arm who 
can take charge of a game 
behind the plate. The soph-
omore is one of the city’s 
best young hitters, batting 
.333 and displaying extra 
base hit power. We haven’t 
seen the best of her yet.

C Kailan Luciano, 
Construction

The senior’s gutsy 
steal of home to score the 
winning run in the title 
game capped a fine year. 
Luciano hit .655 during 
the regular season and 
slugged 1.291. She drove in 
37 runs and hit nine hom-
ers, including two in a win 
over Tottenville.

3B Fallon McCarthy, 
Archbishop Molloy

The senior couldn’t 
duplicate her breakout ju-
nior season, but she was 
still a dangerous and pro-
ductive bat in the Stan-
ners’ order. She hit .365 
and again played a stellar 
third base behind a young 
Molloy pitching staff.

1B Taylor Moss, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The super sophomore 
continues to be one of the 
city’s more feared hitters. 
Moss batted a scorching 
.481 to lead Molloy during 
a rebuilding season. She 
did a fine job taking over 
full-time at first base for 
graduated sister Dana.

SS Amy Pirozek, Con-
struction

Pirozek provided 
plenty of pop in a deep 
Construction lineup. She 
batted .680 in league play, 
smashed 10 double, drove 
in 25 runs and scored 30. 
The junior was the anchor 
of the Red Hawks’ defense 
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Archbishop Molloy of-

ficially named Coach Jack 
Curran’s replacements by 
removing the “interim” ti-
tles from basketball Coach 
and Athletic Director 
Mike McCleary and base-
ball headman Brad Lyons, 
according to McCleary.

Curran, who coached 
both sports at the Briar-
wood school for 55 years, 
died in March. Both Mc-
Cleary and Lyons took 
over in his absence this 
season. He missed the final 
three weeks of the basket-
ball season after slipping 
and breaking his kneecap. 
Their return to the bench 
brings stability and famil-
iarity to the programs and 
allows Curran’s teaching 
to continue.

“I feel very comfort-
able in assuming the re-
sponsibilities of head bas-
ketball coach,” McCleary 
said. “Brad has a very good 
feel for how Coach Cur-
ran operated and how the 
school operates and what 
the student body’s like and 
the student athletes are 
like. It makes things a lot 
easier.”

McCleary, who was 
not a part of the basketball 
coach hiring process be-

cause he was a candidate, 
was on the bench with 
Curran for 15 years. Lyons 
was an assistant for three 
seasons under Curran and 
his assistant, Matt Rizzot-
ti, who will also be asked 
back, played for Curran.

Both McCleary and 
Lyons are facility mem-
bers, something that was 
important to Molloy Prin-
cipal Brother Thomas 
Schady, according to Mc-
Cleary.

“They are fully com-
mitted to the Molloy way 
of doing things, which is 
school first and athletics 
second,” McCleary said 
of Schady, who wanted to 
keep the faculty involved 
in sports. “In mine and 
Brad’s case, that’s certain-
ly our priorities.”

The school was 
pleased with the per-
formance of Lyons and 
Rizzotti under difficult 
circumstances. Curran’s 
death coincided with the 
start of the baseball sea-
son. Under Lyons, Molloy 
finished 13-4, placed sec-
ond in the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens division and 
qualified for the league’s 
championship tournament 
as a No. 5 seed.

“I was happy with the 
result,” McCleary said.

McCleary named as 
Molloy hoops coach

Continued on Page 49

Rodriguez best in Queens
Construction coach picked as top in TimesLedger’s softball list

Molloy Athletic Director Mike McCleary (l.) is taking over the role 
as the Stanners’ basketball coach after the death of Jack Curran 
(r.). They stand with Kenny Anderson (c.), a retired NBA player. 

Photo courtesy Archbishop Molloy High School

Construction’s Britney 
Rodriguez was chosen as the 
All-Queens Softball Player 
of the Year. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Fans who made their 
way to St. John’s Univer-
sity saw more than just a 
good baseball game last 
Friday night.

The exhibition base-
ball contest between the 
U.S. Military All-Stars 
and the Atlantic Colle-
giate Baseball League 
All-Stars, won 5-4 by the 
ACBL, served as a great 
reminder of how lucky we 
are as Americans. It also 
put faces to those who help 
keep it that way.

Taking place so close 
to the Fourth of July, it 
provided an ample oppor-
tunity to reflect, especial-
ly for the college athletes 
playing for the ACBL sum-
mer league.

“It makes you step 
back and makes you appre-

ciate where you are right 
now, being able to play col-
lege baseball and live life 
with freedom,” said Chris 
Smith, the ACBL center-
fielder and current Wag-
ner College standout.

In the other dugout, 
the U.S. military team was 
filled with players their 
own age who had experi-
enced things far from that 
of an average person, let 
alone a college kid. Base-
ball gives these service-
men another way to repre-
sent their country without 
being on the front lines of 
Afghanistan or Iraq. It’s 
something they take seri-
ously.

“You represent some-
thing bigger than a base-
ball team,” said Brandon 
Wheeler, who did two 
tours of duty with the U.S. 
Air Force.

The game is part of 
the military team’s Red, 
White and Blue Tour 
across the country this 
summer. They recently 
made stops on Long Island 

and in Boston. The pro-
ceeds from the contest go 
to the Wounded Warriors 
Project. Bringing a game 
of this caliber to St. John’s 
was the brainchild of Jack 
Kaiser, the school’s former 

athletic director and base-
ball coach, who is also an 
ACBL founder.

He wanted a way to 
promote amateur base-
ball in the area and get 
the ACBL players some 

good competition. Honor-
ing those who served past 
and present was an added 
bonus.

“What can be more 
meaningful than to say 
thank you to all the guys, 

most of which have been 
overseas,” said Kaiser, 
a World War II veteran. 
“They are helping us to be 
free Americans.”

He said he hopes to 
make the game an annual 
event. The ACBL has also 
contacted the national 
baseball team with re-
gards to coming to New 
York City to play a game.

This contest with the 
military stars gave a taste 
of subtle symbolism. There 
was a presentation of an 
American flag to Kaiser 
for his service done with 
military precision and 
respect. The military all-
stars don’t have their last 
names on the backs of their 
camouflage jerseys, but 
people and phrases related 
to America, like Jefferson, 
Commitment, Ranger and 
Memorial Day.

It took a game as 
American as baseball and 
used it to summon further 
respect, recognition and 
patriotism.

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

St. John’s University plays host to a game between the U.S. Military All-Stars and the ACBL All-Stars. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Baseball game fosters respect for armed forces
U.S. Military All-Stars take on American College Baseball League players in St. John’s exhibition

BY ELIO VELEZ

Kely Aponte couldn’t 
wait for the chance to step 
foot on the Yankee Stadi-
um field. Not even the wait 
of an hour and 46 minute 
rain delay could put a 
damper on the Rockaway 
Park native’s spirits.

The Beach Channel 
star remained excited de-
spite being on the losing 
end as an assembled PSAL 
all-star baseball team was 
defeated 9-0 by the best of 
Chicago in an inter-city 
matchup Monday after-
noon in the Bronx.

Aponte, a junior who 
pitches and plays infield 
for the Dolphins, received 
the call to take part in a 
rivalry for bragging rights 
between New York City 
and Chicago that was re-
sumed after a decades-long 
absence.

“It felt great,” he said. 
“It was a great experience. 
Not a lot of players get the 
opportunity to play at Yan-
kee Stadium. My family 
was very happy for me. I 
got calls from family in 
the Dominican Republic 
and they enjoyed me play-
ing here.”

It was a thrilling mo-
ment for Aponte as he fin-
ished off a school year full 
of twists and turns. Aponte 
and his family lost power 
at their home for a week 
and a half after the Rock-
away Peninsula suffered 
major damage following 
the events of Superstorm 
Sandy last October.

So the torrential 
downpour, which delayed 
the 11 a.m. scheduled start 
didn’t faze Aponte and his 
teammates. The PSAL 
team took its chance to 
soak in the atmosphere 

until the rain alleviated to 
start the game.

“We were tired,” said 
Aponte, who went for 0-for-
2 on the day. “It was actu-
ally good for us to chill 
out for a minute and enjoy 
watching the stadium. It’s 
nice to be here.”

An experienced Chi-
cago team of mostly se-
niors scored twice in the 
second and plated in six 
more runs in the third in-
ning. Cardozo right-hand-
er Keith Rogers allowed a 
two-run double to Jerimah 
Figueroa and Chicago 
catcher John Stevenson 
hit a run-scoring single off 
against Newtown’s Gerson 
Jimenez to help build an 
8-0 lead.

Telecommunications 
Coach Ed D’Alessio said 
his young PSAL squad, 
composed of juniors and 
sophomores, was just hap-

py to take part.
“They were happy 

to be here and they were 
friendly with the other 
guys who were down-
stairs in the locker room,” 
D’Alessio said. “I think it 
worked out pretty good.”

Aviation hurler Ju-
nior Ramirez, who pitched 
an inning and two-thirds 
Monday, is aiming to take 
back the bragging rights 
for New York. Discussions 
are being held to have next 
year’s matchup at Wrigley 
Field, according to PSAL 
Executive Director Donald 
Douglas.

This matchup has al-
ready given Ramirez plen-
ty of good memories.

“Every time I got an 
out, I looked up in the air, 
looked up in the lights, 
I looked at the screen,” 
Ramirez said. “I just hope 
it’s my future home.”

Queens stars relish chance to play at Yankee Stadium

Beach Channel’s Kely Aponte comes up to bat at Yankee 
Stadium. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Family Wrestling Entertainment 

made its Queens debut June 21 in Coro-
na, featuring two hardcore legends and 
a 30-man battle royal.

FWE Welcome to the Rumble 2, an 
online pay-per-view card held at the Lou-
is Armstrong Recreation Center, run by 
Elmcor Youth & Adult Services Inc., at 
107-20 Northern Blvd., showcased talent 
from the independent scene in addition 
to more well-known performers.

One of the highlights of the event 
was an extreme rules match between 
former Extreme Championship Wres-
tling stars Tommy Dreamer and Rob 
Van Dam. The match started and ended 
in the ring, but not before it spilled out 
into the stands.

The bout ended when Van Dam put 
Dreamer through a table and pinned 
him.

But the night was not a total dis-
appointment for Dreamer because he 
won the main event match, a 30-man 
battle royal. In this bout, two wrestlers 
started the contest with each subsequent 
wrestler entering the match at regular 
intervals until the last man appeared. 
Contestants were eliminated when they 
were thrown over the top rope and their 
feet touched the ground.

Dreamer, the 21st entrant, won the 
match by last eliminating Jay Lethal, 
entrant No. 30. This earned Dreamer the 
right to vie for any FWE championship 
of his choosing for up to a year.

In title action, John Hennigan be-
came the new FWE Heavyweight Cham-
pion by pinning Carlito Colon, while 
FWE Tri-Borough Champion Paul Lon-
don retained against Akio Yang.

As for the rest of the card, Matt 
Jackson and Nick Jackson, collectively 
known as The Young Bucks, and Ange-
lina Love and Katarina Leigh won their 
respective tag team bouts. Petey Wil-
liams won a singles contest.
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at shortstop.
P Shelby Yacovone, 

Benjamin Cardozo
The senior turned in 

another fine season in the 
circle to lead the Judges 
to a second place finish in 
their division. Yacovone 
won 14 games, posted a 1.60 
ERA and struck out 111 
batters in 96 innings dur-
ing the regular season.

P Tiffany Zecena, Bry-
ant

Zecena was the total 
package for the Owls. The 
senior was their ace, post-
ing a 1.07 ERA and strik-
ing out 91 in 59 innings. 
She also did it with the 
bat, hitting .382, slugging 
.735 and driving in 22 runs 
to help Bryant to a second 
place finish.

Honorable Mention

P Theresa Armano, St. 
Francis Prep

SS Tara Bernstein, 
Bayside

P Katelyn Finneran, 
Christ the King

3B Chyla Guevara, 

John Bowne
SS Samantha Lallave, 

Francis Lewis
C Sarah Temkin, Bry-

ant 
3B Sam Rossi, Mary 

Louis
3B Gabriella Russo, 

Christ the King
SS Maxine Sanchez, 

Forest Hills
SS Julia Toth, Robert 

F. Kennedy
1B Katherine Valle, 

Construction
C Daysia Wehder, Car-

odozo

Angelina Love used to wrestle for Total 
Nonstop Action, the second biggest pro wres-
tling promotion in the United States. 

Photo by Joseph Gargiulo

Softball
Continued from Page 47

Promotion holds fi rst card in boro
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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