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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The city Department of 
Education is investigating the 
principal of an Elmhurst high 
school who allegedly made racist 
remarks about two teachers who 
were later fired, a DOE spokes-
man said.

Two teachers at Pan Ameri-
can International High School, at 
45-10 94th St. in Elmhurst, filed 
discrimination claims June 24 
with the DOE’s Office of Equal 
Opportunity against Principal 
Minerva Zanca, contending they 
were mistreated because of their 
race and had their civil rights 
violated.

According to discrimination 
claims, John Flanagan, a Spanish 
teacher, and Heather Hightower, 
an ESL-science teacher, who are 
both black, alleged they were 
denied tenure during the 2012-
13 school year and later fired by 
Zanca after biased teacher obser-
vations, unwarranted insults and 
harassment. Zanca gave them 
unsatisfactory ratings and both 
teachers were later dismissed.

A third employee, theater 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens Republican City Council hopefuls 

gathered outside Borough Hall Wednesday to 
back southeast Queens candidate Scherie Mur-
ray, who voiced her opposition to two NYPD re-
form bills the Council passed two weeks ago.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Federal wildlife agents 
removed hundreds of geese 
thought to be a hazard 
to air safety at Kennedy 
Airport last week, but an 
animal-rights activist who 
filmed them said the gov-
ernment is setting the fowl 

up as a red herring.
In the four years since 

Capt. Chelsey “Sully” Sul-
lenberger landed US Air-
ways Flight 1549 on the 
Hudson River after an ap-
parent bird strike, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
has removed thousands of 
Canada geese in New York 

City.
On June 2, agents 

removed 231 geese from 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge near JFK and took 
them to a poultry process-
ing facility, a spokeswoman 
for the USDA said.

“For aviation, Canada 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
State Assembly members 

David Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
and Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) earned six-figure salaries 
last year from their jobs outside 
Albany, recent filings aimed at 
shedding light on state officials’ 
outside incomes show.

State lawmakers take home a 
base salary of $79,500 working in 
Albany’s part-time Legislature, 
and many have side jobs such as 
lawyers or financiers — even ac-
tors — a situation government 
watchdogs say may create con-
flicts of interest.

“How much time do they di-
rect to these outside activities?” 
asked Bill Mahoney, a spokesman 

for the New York  Public Interest 
Research Group. “Certainly a big 
part is that it’s always possible 
that an individual is doing little 
work for a lot of money.”

“Conflicts of interest may 
arise from a lack of focus or 
whether they’re earning more 
than the average person who’s not 
a lawmaker would,” he added.

State officials had previ-
ously filed disclosure forms that 
redacted their outside incomes, 
but under new rules the state’s 
Joint Commission on Public Eth-
ics published the complete forms 
for all 211 members of the Legis-
lature on its website. Officials did 
not have identify how much they 
made at a job if their income was 
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GOPers rally behind supporter

of stop-and-risk from  Rosedale

Racism claims
spark probe at
Elmhurst HS

Queens pols
earn more $$ 

outside Albany
Lawmakers’ private income released

Continued on Page 18Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 17 Continued on Page 17

Feds round up geese at JFK

A Canada goose sits in a cage as it is re-
moved from the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge. Photo courtesy David Karopkin

CANINE COMPANY

Middle Village resident Roland Chan checks to make sure pup Cori is secure 
before taking off on the Tour de Queens, which started and concluded at 
Astoria Park. Photo by Christina Santucci
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: 5005 VETERANS MEMORIAL HWY, HOLBROOK NY OR ONLINE: FOURSEASONSSUNROOMS.COM

4 Reasons To Choose Four Seasons
For Kitchens, Windows & Bathrooms

SPECTACULAR SUMMER SALE BONUSES - $1000 CASH BACK PLUS A FREE VACATION*!

FOR ALL THE RIGHT REASONS

M A D E  I N  T H E  U S A  F O R  4 0  Y E A R S

TM

(800)-FOUR SEASONS

FREE
IN-HOME 

DESIGN SERVICE!

WINDOWS
BUY 2

GET 1 WINDOW
FREE*! FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU!INTEREST 

FOR 12 MONTHS*!

NO
MONEY DOWN!

NO

The RIGHT Quality
No other manufacturer offers 

a higher quality range of 
home products.

Period.

1

The RIGHT Price
Factory direct pricing to you. 

No middleman mark-ups.
Plus save $1000’s more 
during our Spectacular 

Summer Sale.

2

The RIGHT Installation
For almost 40 years we’ve 

been installing our products 
with our factory trained 

technicians. We do it right 
the fi rst time.

3

The RIGHT Warranty
Our lifetime warranty is 

absolutely the best in the 
business. We simply cut out 

the fi ne print. 

4

KITCHENS WINDOWS & DOORS BATHROOMS

#1 in Quality & Warranty #1 in Design & Installation#1 Brand in USA

Take an additional $500 off 
*

 
during our Spectacular Summer Sale!
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BY PHIL CORSO

It will take more than 
a prayer to keep the Bay-
side Marina afloat, the 
owners said.

The annual blessing of 
the fleet was held recently 
at the northeast Queens 
marina, marking the be-
ginning of another summer 
season on the open water. 
But this year, the linger-
ing effects of Superstorm 
Sandy left the Bayside Ma-
rina crew working harder 
than ever to open on time 
with repairs still weigh-
ing heavily on the owners’ 
checkbooks.

“It’s basically like 
putting a Band-Aid on a 
gunshot wound,” Bayside 
Marina President Martin 
Munch said. “Thank God 
it’s been holding for now, 
but there are still other is-
sues.”

Munch said the Bay-
side Marina took a beat-
ing when Sandy smashed 
its way through Queens. 
Electrical wiring was de-
molished with more than 
$75,000 sustained in dam-
ages, one building’s roof 
caved in, another building 
lost a chunk of its exterior 
wall and some parts of the 
docks were left in sham-
bles, which cost more than 
$35,000 to fix.

“We are operational, 
but we did need to spend 
a lot out of pocket to get 
there,” Munch said of the 
marina, which can accom-
modate 130 boats and cur-
rently has about 120 crafts. 
“It depends on what other 
stuff fails. If our electri-
cal service decides to stop, 
we’re basically done.”

The marina’s holding 
tank for boats’ waste wa-
ter  was also damaged and 
has been filling up quicker 
than in the past because of 
what Munch said might be 
a broken pipe underground. 
The docks also were the 
target of the storm’s wrath, 
he said, as the high tides 
left parts of the structure 
at Mother Nature’s mercy, 
which nearly floated away.

Insurance covered 
some of the damage, but 
the marina crew of about 10 
workers still spent the en-
tire winter making repairs 
to meet the May 1 deadline 
for the start of the sea-
son with little to no help, 
Munch said. According to 
the Marina president, he 
and his crew shelled out 

more than $100,000 of their 
own money to get  the facil-
ity operational and they 
are still battling for any 
funding they can get.

“We have been break-
ing our backs to get this 
place open,” Munch said. 
“This is a lot of people’s 
enjoyment. It’s a fine line 
between what you can and 

can’t do.”
After the storm, the 

marina put in funding re-
quests with the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, but the owners 
were denied because the 
facility is considered a city 
Parks Department conces-
sion. Munch said Parks has 
been working with them 

to find money for repairs, 
but the returns have been 
sparse.

“We have had some 
help, but the work is still 
ongoing,” said Munch, who 
pointed out that the dock 
structure is still in need of 
repairs.

“We have it put togeth-
er and it is safe,” he said. 

“But in all honesty, if we 
get hit with another good 
storm, there is nothing to 
say that it’s not going to 
break apart.”

Parks holds the license 
agreement on the Bayside 
Marina, but Munch and his 
team manage the facility 
while also working at full-
time jobs elsewhere. The ar-
rangement was why Munch 
said funding has been hard 
to come by for the north-
east Queens gem, which 
Munch said pre-dates the 
construction of the Cross 
Island Parkway. A winter 
storm wiped out the ma-
rina in 1992 and after it was 
rebuilt, the facility opened 
in his current form in 1994, 
Munch said.

Slips are rented to 
boat owners who hail from 
throughout Queens and 
Long Island and use their 
crafts for fishing, waterski-
ing, sailing and even just 
plain old relaxing, Munch 
said. The marina also rents 
out four 14-foot Carolina 
Skiffs, small boats with 
motors. Each year the facil-
ity hosts a Snapper Derby 
where children compete 
in catching the most fish. 
This year’s event is sched-
uled for Aug. 24. 

“It’s a labor of love for 
all of us. It isn’t what every-
body thinks,” Munch said. 
“We are trying to work 
with Parks, but their hands 
are tied to a certain point.”

Storms have only be-
come more severe over the 
years, and Munch said he 
was well aware of the fu-
ture risks at the Bayside 
Marina. But for now, he 
said, they were fully op-
erational and ready for the 
season.

“This year we’ll keep 
our fingers crossed,” he 
said. “You hope for the best. 
But at the end of the day, it’s 
all up to Mother Nature.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Bayside Marina bouncing back after Sandy
After making facility operational, crew still pays out of pocket to fi x extensive damage to buildings

(Clockwise from top) The Bayside Marina can hold about 130 boats; marina President Martin Munch gives a tour of the re-
pairs completed and still remaining at the facility after Superstorm Sandy; Munch holds his cell phone with a photo show-
ing flood waters washing over the marina’s entrance ramp during the superstorm; eight months later the water of the Little 
Neck Bay have receded to normal levels; and even an ice storage container was damaged during the storm, Munch says. 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado and Christina Santucci
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Honoring the Musical Treasures of Maple Grove Cemetery
Jimmy Rushing, LaVerne Baker, Tony Sbarbaro and many others.

FRIENDS of MAPLE GROVE CEMETERY

JAZZ CONCERT
New Orleans and Jazzy Things 

Saturday, July 20, 2013
Concert:  8:00pm

Wine & Cheese Reception: 7:30pm 
Celebration Hall at the
Center at Maple Grove

LET YOUR 
SPIRITS SWING!
Join Jazz specialist of 
the 1920s and 1930s 

Vocalist and Band

Barbara Rosene 
www.barbararosene.com

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED CALL 347 878 6614
TICKETS:

FRIENDS of MAPLE GROVE CEMETERY 
127-15 Kew Gardens Road, Kew Gardens, NY 11415 
(Free Parking on premises and Handicap Accessible)
Online Payment (PayPal) www.friendsofmaplegrove.org
Email: info@friendsofmaplegrove.org  A Supernova Production

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Malba Gardens 
residents want cars taking the 
last exit from the Whitestone 
Expressway diverted to another 
street or stopped altogether.

Alfredo Centola, president of 
the Malba Gardens Civic Associ-
ation, is pushing to have 4th and 
5th avenues made one-way from 
147th Street to the Whitestone 
Expressway service road and op-
poses the reopening of the tempo-
rarily shuttered 3rd Avenue exit, 
although his plan is not popular 
with the rest of the neighbor-
hood.

The one-way arrangement 
would prevent cars and com-
mercial trucks getting off the 
exit from turning eastward down 
those  streets, which he said are 
populated with children who of-
ten play outside. The exit current-
ly is closed while crews refurbish 
the Whitestone Bridge, but it is 

set to open again in early 2015.
“We’re looking to get this 

street changed to a one-way with 
traffic going toward the bridge,” 

he said. “Once they open that exit, 
there is going to be a flood.”

In 2010, the city Department 
of Transportation did a study 

and found that 107 cars per hour 
traveled eastbound down 5th Av-
enue and caused two accidents 
between 2004 and 2008. More 
than 30 percent of those cars were 
speeding as high as 38 mph, the 
study showed.

The department found no 
imminent danger and decided to 
leave it up to Community Board 
7 whether or not to go ahead with 
the change.

If the two avenues were 
switched, the only option for cars 
heading east would be to take 3rd 
Avenue, which the study showed 
was even more fraught with prob-
lems.

Six accidents occurred be-
tween the service road and 147th 
Street between 2004 and 2008, 
two of which caused the only 
injuries identified in the study. 
A maximum of 152 vehicles per 
hour traveled eastbound down 
that road, which runs between 
Francis Lewis Park and a row of 
houses. Speeding data was not 

available.
Centola believes the ultimate 

solution would be to permanently 
close the 3rd Avenue exit.

“With the exit closed now, 
everybody was worried that there 
was going to be a headache,” he 
said. “But it has been working out 
fine.”

That assertion was disputed 
by CB 7 Chairman Gene Kelty, 
who said they have been receiv-
ing complaints about backup on 
the detour route.

The board previously con-
ducted a survey that found 
residents along the avenues in 
question supported the one-way 
conversions and exit closure, 
while homeowners in the sur-
rounding blocks who also used 
the thoroughfares did not. CB 7 
does not support Centola’s idea of 
closing the exit on a permanent 
basis, Kelty said, but will revisit 
the one-way conversions once the 
exit is reopened.

Alfredo Centola (l.) and neighbor Sylvia Kanellos stand in front of the now-shut-
tered 3rd Avenue exit, which they say brings all manner of problems onto their 
residential street.

Whitestone exit sparks spat in neighborhood
Malba Gardens block wants one-way streets, but nearby residents back open thoroughfares
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T:718.767.8900 • F:718.539.3111

149-13 14TH AVENUE 
WHITESTONE NY 11357
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The state Liquor 
Authority ruled against 
granting a liquor license to 
the operators of a proposed 
bikini bar in Astoria last 
week, a decision that was 
lauded by elected officials 
who oppose the establish-
ment.

Several officials, in-
cluding state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria), Democratic 
District Leader Costa 
Constantinides and repre-
sentatives from U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley’s (D-Jackson 
Heights) office spoke out 
at an SLA hearing against 
Racks, a bar set to open at 
19-26 Steinway St. in Asto-
ria.

Officials said although 
the area is industrial, it 
is less than a block away 
from 20th Avenue, which 
is home to many residences 

and playgrounds. The op-
ponents said it would be 
too close to Woodtree Play-
ground, at 38th Street and 
20th Avenue, as well as IS 
141, which is a block and a 
half away.

The location led to 
Community Board 1’s deci-
sion to unanimously reject 
its application for a liquor 
license, but the owners, 
known as 8G Inc., appealed 
to the SLA. The president 
of 8G Inc. is Nicolas Metra-
cos.

Simotas and officials 
have contended since Octo-
ber that the community has 
had no assurances that the 
bikini bar would not later 
become a topless bar or a 
strip club. Simotas said the 
establishment would have 
resulted in reduced proper-
ty values, the need for addi-
tional law enforcement and 
general urban blight.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A group of Breezy Point 

and Rockaway Beach resi-
dents has filed suit against 
the Long Island Power Au-
thority and National Grid, 
alleging the utility provid-
ers were responsible for the 
fires that engulfed their 
homes immediately after 
Hurricane Sandy.

About 30 people filed 
suit earlier this year, and 
last week another 120 filed 
in a separate legal action 
 in Queens Supreme Court. 
They are suing for proper-
ty and economic damages, 
which they say were sus-
tained as a result of negli-
gence.

On Oct. 28, a mandato-
ry evacuation order was is-
sued throughout the Rock-
aways, forcing residents of 
the peninsula out of their 
homes. Many of the Breezy 
Point and Rockaway Beach 
residents returned to find 
nothing left of their homes 
and businesses but charred 
rubble.

In December the FDNY 
announced it had deter-
mined that the worst Rock-
aways fires were caused by 
rising sea water, an effect 
of the raging storm, coming 
into contact with electrical 
systems inside the homes.

One fire in Breezy 
Point leveled 126 homes 
and damaged 22 others, 
and two fires on Rockaway 
Beach destroyed another 

47 structures, according to 
the FDNY. 

The lawsuit alleges 
the utility providers should 
have known about the cor-
rosive effects of saltwater 
on live electrical wires and 
that the electrical systems 
should have been shut off 
as a required preemptive 
measure.

According to court 
documents, “respondents 
were negligent in failing to 
de-energize at a time when 
an emergency was declared 
and fires were a foreseeable 
risk of failing to de-ener-
gize the system.”

It also alleges that 
National Grid was respon-

sible for maintaining an 
emergency plan under a 
$224 million annual con-
tract that gave operations 
and maintenance responsi-
bilities to the London-based 
company.

There is no dollar 
amount in damages listed 
in the court documents, 
but Keith Sullivan, the at-
torney representing most 
of the claimants, said Tues-
day he estimates them to 
total $80 million.

“Had LIPA and Nation-
al Grid acted responsibly in 
preparing for the storm, 
my clients would be liv-
ing in their homes with all 
of their life’s possessions 

and these two communi-
ties would not look like a 
war zone,” Sullivan said 
in a statement when the 
latest round of  suits were 
filed. “No one was home in 
the houses where the fires 
started. Electricity and 
saltwater is a deadly com-
bination. We would have 
thought the power compa-
nies knew this already.”

In response to the law-
suits, LIPA issued a state-
ment: “While we are sensi-
tive to those families and 
individuals who suffered 
tragic losses from Sandy, 
the effort to place fault for 
this tragedy with the util-
ity is misplaced.”

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (second from r.) leads a pro-
test against a proposed bikini bar in Astoria at a nearby park 
last year. She is joined by CB 1 member Tony Meloni (l.-r.), Sen. 
Michael Gianaris, Rep. Joseph Crowley and District Leaders Costa 
Constantinides and Carol Scarano.

According to the FDNY, surging sea water making contact with live electrical wires caused fires that 
leveled homes and businesses in the Rockaways. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Astoria bikini bar
denied liquor: SLA

Rockaway fi re victims sue
Homeowners accuse utilities of causing blaze in Breezy Point
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

WE PAWN CASH LOANS

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose, 
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U 
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N 
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St. 
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St. 
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

2486 Coney 
Island Ave. 

Corner of Avenue V
DCA#1383520

STORE HOURS:

216-17 Merrick Blvd. 
Springfi eld Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY

WE BUY 
PAWN 

TICKETS 

SCHOOL PAYMENTS? 
GRAD PARTIES?

SELL $250-$499
GET EXTRA $2500

SELL $500-$999
GET EXTRA $5000

SELL $1000 PLUS
GET 10% EXTRA

NO OTHER GOLD BUYERS IN NY WILL GIVE YOU A LARGER PAY OUT 

GUARANTEED!
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —

 {  W E B :  w w w . b e n n y n y . c o m   E M A I L :  b e n n y d j v a @ y a h o o . c o m  }

BY JOE ANUTA

A new state bill would 
force private companies 
that set up shop on parkland 
to replace the greenspace 
somewhere else at three 
times the size, which could 
make Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park less enticing 
for development projects.

The state Parks De-
partment prefers any park 
plots that are leased or 
sold by the government to 
be replaced, according to 
a handbook distributed by 
the agency, although a swap 
is not technically required.

“I was shocked to find 
out the procedure is not 
actually codified into law,” 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said outside his 
office Tuesday.

The lawmaker’s pro-
posed legislation would 
also require at least one 
portion of the replacement 
parcel to be as large as the 
land being taken away and 

the entire exchange to take 
place within a 1-mile ra-
dius.

Avella said the 3-1 ratio 
is designed to make it more 

difficult to take away tax-
payers’ recreation space, 
which has become a hot-
button issue for Flushing 
Meadows.

The New York Mets are 
proposing to put a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot mall on a 
Citi Field parking lot that is 
leased parkland, the United 

States Tennis Center hopes 
to soon absorb 0.68 acres of 
the greenspace into its ten-
nis center lease and Major 
League Soccer used to have 
its eye on 13 acres of Flush-
ing Meadows to build a soc-
cer stadium, though league 
officials now appear to be 
considering other options. 

“Unless we have leg-
islation like this, the Mets 
will get what they want 
and MLS will get what they 
want,” he said.

Avella’s bill comes on 
the heels of another piece 
of legislation introduced 
by Sen. Jose Serrano (D-
Manhattan) this year, but 
Serrano’s proposal does not 
include the 3-1 ratio. 

Leasing or selling 
parkland, a process called 
alienation, already re-
quires the state Legislature 
to sign off on the deal. But 
swapping the land is mere-
ly ensconced in common 
law, meaning the courts 
have consistently ruled in 

civil cases that the quid pro 
quo take place.

But in at least one in-
stance, replacement land 
was never provided.

“State Parks recogniz-
es, in rare instances, that 
there may be valid reasons 
to alienate particular park-
lands when the substitution 
of other lands is not pos-
sible or appropriate,” the 
Parks handbook states.

As an example, the 
department pointed to 
a 2000 alienation in the 
Westchester town of Rye in 
order to accommodate the 
expansion of a children’s 
library, which overstepped 
municipal parkland.

Sen. George Latimer 
(D-Port Chester) represents 
the area and said in that 
case the encroachment 
was justified and might 
not have taken place if the 
library was required to buy 
land elsewhere.

Sen. Tony Avella (l.) explains his parkland replacement bill outside the lawmaker’s office. 
Photo by Joe Anuta 

Avella bill would chill development in parks

Continued on Page 8
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OZONE PARK FURNITURE
7410 101st

Monday to Saturday 10AM – 8PM

Sunday 11AM – 7PM

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

Bed Room Set

Includes queens size bed, dresser, 
mirror chest and night stand.

$1399

Queen Size Bed

Includes dresser, mirror, chest, 
2 night stands, a free Mattress and Box Spring.

$2999

Twin, Full or Queen Size Bed

With dresser, mirror, chest, 2 night stand, 
mattress, box spring and 2 lamps

$899
Dining Table 
with 4 Chairs

$149

Sofa,
Love Seat

$499

Sofa, Love Seat

$599

Matel Futton 
with Mattress

$149

Twin or 
Twin Bunk Bed 

with 2 Mattresses
Available in twin or full

$299
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BY JOE ANUTA AND RICH 
BOCKMANN

 
Lawmakers kept a 

promise this week to give 
out earmarks to nonprof-
its and schools on behalf 
of embattled City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone), but this year his 
share of the pot was greatly 
diminished.

Halloran’s funds were 
wrested from his control 
following his April 2 arrest 
on charges he attempted 
to get state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) a spot on 
the Republican line in the 
mayor’s race through brib-
ery.

But Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) an-
nounced Tuesday he and 
his Queens compatriots 
were guided by Halloran’s 
citizen budgeting process, 
where residents of the dis-

trict voted to fund certain 
capital projects, as they 
doled out a portion of the 
cash.

“I was pleased to have 
had the opportunity to 
work with my colleagues 
in the delegation to ensure 
residents can continue to 
thrive, and the funds we 
provided will make sure the 
quality of life in these com-
munities remains strong,” 
said Comrie, leader of the 
borough’s delegation.

For example, Hal-
loran’s constituents voted 
to fund capital projects at 
the Poppenhusen Institute 
and MacNeil Park, and as 
a result Comrie and the 
delegation dished out a 
combined $350,000 to them, 
while a series of schools 
received money to upgrade 
classrooms. 

The funding was ini-
tially left in limbo follow-

ing Halloran’s arrest, but 
Comrie later assured cash-
starved nonprofits in the 
district that he would fol-
low through with voters’ 
wishes.

Halloran’s discretion-
ary money is divided into 
two categories. Expense 

items typically fund opera-
tional costs at nonprofits or 
little leagues, for example, 
while a separate capital 
stream funds upgrades to 
schools or construction 
projects. Comrie was in 
charge of the capital side.

This year Halloran’s 
expense and capital allo-
cations combined fell by 
about $2.5 million, accord-
ing to a report by the good 
government group Citizens 
Union Foundation.

The lawmaker’s ex-
pense funds were cut from 
about $415,300 last year to 
some $364,000 this year, 
putting him dead last out of 
the 51 members, according 
to the report. 

His capital expendi-
tures were slashed from 
$4.3 million last year to 
about $1.8 million over the 
same period.

The report ranked Hal-

loran’s capital allocations 
second to last, ahead of 
only Councilwoman Diane 
Reyna (D-Ridgewood).

But Reyna’s office dis-
puted the report, indicat-
ing her office had received 
roughly $4 million in capi-
tal dollars.

Citizens Union con-
ceded in the document the 
difficultly in parsing out 
funds for individual mem-
bers due to the convoluted 
bookkeeping practices of 
the Council.

While Comrie and the 
delegation adhered to the 
participatory budgeting 
process for the capital side, 
they appeared to have used 
nearly the same list for 
expense allocations from 
last year, aside from a few 
organizations outside the 
district and other citywide 
initiatives, according to an 
analysis by TimesLedger 

Newspapers.
Many organizations 

in the district received less 
than last year,  although a 
few got a boost, including 
Quality Services for the 
Autism Community, where 
Halloran was recorded of-
fering a cooperating wit-
ness with the FBI a no-show 
job, according to a criminal 
complaint in his corrup-
tion case from Manhattan 
federal court. 

Halloran said he was 
“grateful” that the funds 
made their way to his con-
stituents but thought some 
groups were overlooked 
when the delegation simply 
copied the expense list from 
last year.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Council doles out Halloran cash to nonprofi ts
Embattled NE Queens lawmaker has funding slashed in wake of indictment on corruption charges

Embattled City Councilman Dan 
Halloran was not permitted to 
give out his own discretionary 
funds this year.
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Can’t make it? Then call 718-238-6500 and make your own free consultation 
for your plans about your estate and yourself at any one of our 5 offices near you.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to
our seminars on elder law, medicaid, trusts,

nursing home bills, estate planning and more. 
It’s all free and all close to you.

Nowadays with the way the government is 
reshaping everything from health care

to taxes, it’s hard to know what the
right move is. Attend one of 
Connors and Sullivan’s free 

seminars at the dates and 
places shown here  to make 

an educated decision on your 
finances, avoiding nursing
costs and asset protection

for your family and you.
Just call 718-238-6500

to get to our free
no obligation 

seminars and find
out what you

are entitled to.
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7408 FIFTH AVENUE,SUITE 2, BROOKLYN ,NEW YORK 11209, www.connorsandsullivan.com
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 7/31/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
7/31/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPON

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The number of com-
plaints filed with the 
independent body inves-
tigating allegations of po-
lice misconduct dropped 
slightly in the borough 
last year, with areas of 
southeast Queens continu-
ing to account for the lion’s 
share.

The Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board, a 
body of 13 non-NYPD 
members that investigates 
claims against officers, re-
ported 895 complaints in 
Queens in 2012, down 16 
complaints from the previ-
ous year.

The board’s jurisdic-
tion gives it the authority 
to look into allegations of 
excessive force, abuse of 
authority, discourtesy or 
the use of offensive lan-
guage.

Since 2008, no two 
precincts have combined 
for more complaints than 
downtown Jamaica’s 103rd 
Precinct and South Jamai-
ca’s 113th. 

There were 98 com-
plaints out of the 103rd last 
year, when police stopped 
almost 13,000 people. In 
the 113th, there were 100 
complaints. The precinct 
made almost 9,000 stops in 
2012.

Elmhurst’s 110th Pre-
cinct (38 complaints) and 
its neighbor to the north, 
the 115th (55 complaints), 
each saw 18 fewer com-

plaints last year. The 110th 
had a little more than 9,000 
stops, while stops in the 
115th dropped 55 percent 
last year to a few more 
than 8,000.

Astoria/Long Island 
City’s 114th Precinct saw 
an increase of 18 com-
plaints to 81 amid about 
8,500 stops.  

Last year, the NYPD 
reached an agreement by 
which it would hand over 
prosecutorial power in ad-
ministrative trials to the 
CCRB in instances where 
the board found police 
misconduct.

“Important elements 
of the agreement will 
bring transparency to 
the disciplinary process, 
increasing public confi-
dence that officers who 
commit misconduct will 
be subjected to vigorous 
and effective prosecution,” 
CCRB Chairman Daniel 
Chu, a former prosecutor 
in the Queens district at-
torney’s office, said.

The CCRB’s prosecu-

tion unit officially took 
over last April , though the 
police commissioner still 
retained the legal author-
ity to discipline officers. 

Members of communi-
ties where relations with 
police are strained have 
long been frustrated with 
what they see as a board 
lacking meaningful au-
thority.

“I think the CCRB his-
torically is a phenomenal 
idea. It just doesn’t have 
the teeth, the level of en-
forcement,” said Rosedale 
attorney Jacques Lean-
dre. “One of the things we 
found is that by making 
a complaint there’s some 
kind of record.”

Leandre advises com-
munity members on what 
to do when stopped by 
police, and he said often 
people are not in the right 
state of mind after a stop 
to think to take down an 
officer’s badge number or 
get the other information 
necessary to file a credible 
complaint.

The Civilian Complaint Review Board says Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct 
(r.) and South Jamaica’s 113th accounted for about a quarter of 
Queens complaints last year.

Police complaints drop
last year across Queens
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Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

We’ll help you leverage the value of your 
home with competitive rates and personal 
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Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A pair of South Asian 

community groups last 
week filed a federal law-
suit against the city Board 
of Elections for failing to 
provide voters with Ben-
gali-language ballots as 
it has been required to do 
since 2011 under the Vot-
ing Rights Act.

A spokeswoman for 
the board said the ballots 
will be in place for the 
Sept. 10 primary for the 
city’s elections, but the 
lawsuit claims the com-
munity groups had been 
told that in the past.

“The board has made 
many promises before. 
Now we want assurances,” 
said Glenn Magpantay, de-
mocracy program director 
for the Asian American 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund, which, along 
with CHHAYA Commu-
nity Development and a 
Queens resident, filed the 

suit in Brooklyn Eastern 
District Court.

In October 2011, the 
director of the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau determined 

Queens was covered under 
Section 203 of the Voting 
Rights Act, which requires 
jurisdictions to provide 
assistance to language-mi-

norities once they reach a 
certain threshold.

This provision of the 
civil rights legislation 
had previously required 

the city to provide ballots 
in Spanish, Chinese and 
Korean, and following the 
2010 census it determined 
Queens had enough South 
Asians to require ballots. 
Bengali was chosen as the 
language.

The BOE, however has 
not provided Bengali bal-
lots in the four elections 
since the designation.

“The reason we 
couldn’t implement the 
Bengali ballots last year 
was because, as per our 
vendor, there were tech-
nical issues in getting the 
scanner and ballot mark-
ing device to read the bal-
lots,” said BOE spokes-
woman Valerie Vazquez.

The board is plan-
ning to use the old lever-
style voting machines for 
the Sept. 10 primary, but 
Vazquez said the vendor 
would have been ready 
with the ballots had the 
electronic machines been 
used.

The lawsuit claims the 
community groups were 
given verbal assurances 
the ballots would be ready 
for the November 2012 gen-
eral election, but they were 
never put in place.

Vazquez said the 
board in 2012 adopted an 
interim plan that would 
provide assistance such 
as interpreters at poll sites 
until the BOE could have 
full implementation for 
the 2013 election cycle.

The groups filing the 
lawsuit, however, claim 
there were too few inter-
preters at polling sites and 
confused voters waited in 
lines for Chinese inter-
preters.

Plaintiffs seek to have 
the BOE adopt a compre-
hensive compliance plan 
that would detail the mea-
sures the board has put in 
place for future elections 
to make sure it is in com-
pliance.

Elections Board sued to provide Bengali ballots

Sen. Toby Stavisky and Assemblyman David Weprin (second from l.-r.) call on the Board of Elections 
to go above and beyond the U.S. Voting Rights Act requirements at a June 2012 news conference. The 
board said Bengali-language ballots will be available for the first time in September.
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The Poppenhusen Institute paid tribute to the 150th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Gettysburg Sunday. (Clockwise from top l.) Musician Daniel Kincaid, 
who is dressed in Civil War-era garb, takes in part of the program at the 
Poppenhusen Institute before performing; Evan Horst tips his hat as he por-
trays Conrad Poppenhusen, the institute’s founder; attendees applaud dur-
ing the commemoration; William Ridout depicts a teenager who would join a 
miliary band before he could become a soldier at age 18; Lucy Palacois dish-
es out water and snacks in the backyard of the College Point building; and 
Civil war re-enactor Peter Ridout cooks pork and beans as his 14-year-old son 
William looks on. Photos by Christina Santucci
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11-01 43RD AVE 
LONG ISLAND CITY
NY 11101
212.319.7000
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 
& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

THURSDAY NIGHTS
LIVE IN THE SKY 
CONCERT SERIES

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY 
& GUESTS

LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM. 
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

$10 COVER INCLUDES ONE FREE Z COCKTAIL

FRIDAY NIGHTS
INTERNATIONAL 

HOUSE MUSIC DJ’S
EVERY WEEK

JULY 19TH TBA
JULY 26TH HECTOR

(DESOLATE)

SKYLINE 
SATURDAYS

A CELEBRATION OF THE 
NYC SKYLINE EVERY 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 

FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY 
CELEBRITY DJ’S

SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A trio of Queens City Coun-

cil members had their discretion-
ary funding budgets cut this year, 
while five lawmakers got double-
digit increases to dole out to non-
profit groups.

Councilmen Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), Ruben Wills (D-
South Jamaica) and Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) all saw reductions 
in their discretionary expense 
 funds, according to the number 
crunchers at the government-
watchdog group Citizens Union. 
As opposed to capital funding, 
which generally goes to improve-
ments at schools, the expense 
part of the discretionary budget 
funds operations at a variety of 
nonprofits.

The decision on how to divvy 
up Halloran’s share was made by 
Queens Delegation Chairman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) in con-
junction with Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
after the northeast Queens law-
maker was arrested in April on 

corruption charges.
The $364,000 in expense 

funding doled out on his behalf 
was about $51,000 less than he 
distributed last year. 

Wills was stripped of his 
ability to allocate discretionary 
funds last year after the state at-
torney general’s office filed court 
documents claiming he had been 
uncooperative with an investi-
gation into a non-profit he con-
trolled. No charges have been 
brought against Wills.

His funding dropped $6,000 
to about $572,00, according to the 
Citizens Union data.

Koo’s pot of almost $500,000 
was $3,000 smaller than last 
year’s. The Flushing lawmaker 
may have angered Quinn by en-
dorsing one of the speaker’s oppo-
nents in her bid for mayor.

Critics have contended for 
years that Quinn uses the so-
called member items to keep 
Council members in line. 

“This speaker has not hesi-

tated to use member items, it ap-
pears, to award her favorites and 
punish those people who have not 
been as cooperative,” said Susan 
Lerner, executive director of the 
good-government group Common 
Cause NY.

A Council spokeswoman 
said decisions concerning fund-
ing allocations for Halloran’s and 
Wills’ districts were made by the 
speaker’s office in consultation 
with Comrie.

Lerner said Common Cause 
would prefer to see a need-based 
formula that distributes fund-
ing among Council districts and 
stricter guidelines for how they 
are parceled out within the dis-
tricts.

According to the Citizens 
Union’s analysis, the entire coun-
cil’s discretionary expense bud-
get grew by more than $650,000 
this year.

Council members Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills), Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), Da-
vid Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-

side) and Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) all had their budgets 
increase by $50,000 or more.

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) had 
her budget increased by $126,000, 
which is still more than $150,000 
shy of where it was two years 
ago.

Her budget was slashed by 
more than $286,000 last year, 
and  at the time her spokesman 
blamed the “political favoritism” 
that drives the funding process.

Councilmen Peter Vallone 
(D-Astoria), James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows), Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), who this 
year replaced his mentor, James 
Sanders, Jr., saw either a slight 
increase or none in their discre-
tionary expense budgets.

Comrie received a $3,500 
increase, but even without it he 
would have been on top of the bor-
ough’s list. He took home more 
than $1.1 million, good enough for 
fourth throughout the city.

Council cuts three boro lawmakers’ discretionary budgets
Halloran, Wills and Koo get less funds to spread around, while Crowley has large chunk restored

City Councilmen Dan Halloran (r.) and Peter Koo discuss issues affecting their 
districts in this file photo. Both lawmakers had their discretionary funding bud-
gets cut this year.
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com
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reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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geese are among the most 
hazardous birds. Although 
goose-aircraft strikes 
aren’t common, more than 
half are with multiple geese 
and three-quarters have 
an effect on the flight or 
cause damage,” said USDA 
spokeswoman Carol Ban-
nerman.

David Karopkin, 
founder of the advocacy 
group GooseWatchNYC, 
got wind of the culling and 
headed to the Jamaica Bay 
reserve with his video cam-
era. He recorded agents re-
moving the geese in what 
he called a hollow showing 
of safety efforts.

“The potential for a 
bird to collide with an air-
plane has served as the 
justification for this colos-
sal effort to kill geese and 
other birds. To that we say 
‘shenanigans,’” he said. “It 
doesn’t seem to have any im-
pact on safety. They’re just 
touting that what they’re 
doing is about safety.”

In the wake of the 
“Miracle on the Hudson” 
accident that occurred af-
ter Sullenberger took off 
from LaGuardia Airport,  
the National Transit Safety 
Board issued a report con-
cluding a bird strike was 
the probable cause and 
made a number of recom-
mendations, including one 
that airports develop and 
implement a wildlife haz-
ard management plan.

Working with the 
Port Authority, the city 
has opened its parks to the 
USDA and the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, which 
oversees the National Parks 
Service, has done the same 
for the Jamaica refuge.

Agents remove the mi-
gratory geese in June and 
July when the birds are 
molting and have young 
goslings they will not aban-
don.

Karopkin contends the 
removal of the birds does 
nothing in the long term 
and said there are other 
things the government 
could be doing.

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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“The bottom line is, 
the NYPD has enough over-
sight,” said Murray, who 
is mounting a challenge 

to Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) in 
the November general elec-
tion.

Richards voted last 
month for the two bills com-
prising the Community 
Safety Act, one that would 
create an inspector general 

to oversee the police de-
partment and another that 
broadens the definition of 
biased-based profiling and 
leaves the city open to civil 
lawsuits challenging the 
NYPD’s practices.

Murray, a Jamaican 
immigrant and Rosedale 
resident, said that with an 
internal affairs bureau, 
five district attorneys and 
two federal courts there are  
already plenty of checks 
and balances on the NYPD. 
She did say, however, that 
she thought officers need-
ed better training when it 
comes to street encounters.

“As an African-Amer-
ican young woman from 
Jamaica, I’m afraid for my 
brother and I’m afraid for 
my partner. I feel there are 
certain areas they can’t go 
without being stopped,” 
she told TimesLedger 
Newspapers. “They need 
to promote better street 
encounters. Their motto is 
‘Courtesy, Professionalism 
and Respect.’ They should 
say ‘hello’ and get to know 
me, and vice versa, but 
that should be addressed 
internally — not with more 

oversight.”
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg has vowed to 
veto the bills, and the po-
lice unions are looking to 
back candidates challeng-
ing those lawmakers who 
voted in favor of them, par-
ticularly the profiling one.

Roy Richter, president 
of the Captains Endowment 
Association, said his union 
has already endorsed Coun-
cilmen Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) and Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who voted 
against the bills.

Ulrich accused his col-
leagues who supported the 
bills of “pandering in an 
election year.”

Richter said his union 
had been in talks about 
endorsing Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), but decided not 
to after Weprin voted in fa-
vor of the profiling bill. The 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation said it handed out 
thousands of fliers at the 
Bayside Long Island Rail 
Road station last week urg-
ing them to pressure the 
councilman to change his 
vote.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Frisk

Geese

City Council candidate Sherie Murray speaks in opposition of two 
NYPD reform bills. Photo by Lisa Autz
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less than $1,000.
Weprin, whose career 

includes a number of high-
ranking positions in fi-
nance and regulation, made 
as much as $250,000 in 2012 
as the senior vice president 
of finance at Sterne, Agee 
& Leach, a Park Avenue in-
vestment banking and bro-
kerage firm.

Simotas earned a sal-
ary as high as $150,000 as 
a commercial litigation at-
torney at the Manhattan 
law firm Bickel & Brewer.

Neither lawmaker re-
sponded to a request for 
comment.

G o o d - g o v e r n m e n t 
groups said the disclosures 
shine a brighter light on 
lawmakers’ outside activi-
ties and leave it up to voters 
to decide whether an ethi-
cal line has been crossed.

“First of all, just the 

idea that we have this kind 
of detailed information is 
a significant step forward 
that allows the public to 
see what kind of outside in-
come their elected officials 
have,” said Susan Lerner, 
executive director of Com-
mon Cause New York.

Lerner said it makes 
perfect sense that someone 
who was, say, a dentist pri-
or to getting elected would 
be interested in and have 
specific knowledge of the 
regulations concerning the 
industry. Revealing those 
personal experiences, she 
said, helps voters to better 
understand their represen-
tatives’ motivations.

“It’s not necessarily a 
bad thing. You don’t want 
anyone who doesn’t have 
any life experience. It’s 
when you have a situation 
where the public isn’t real-
ly clear on what their influ-
ences are when it becomes 
problematic,” she said. “It’s 
up to the people to make 

their own value judgments 
on whether those are good, 
bad or indifferent.”

The filings list a host 
of personal financial in-
formation, including gifts, 
income from rental prop-
erties and interest from 
stocks in excess of $1,000.

Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-Jack-
son Heights), for example, 
listed he was employed as 
an actor by three film stu-
dios last year, but he did 
not disclose any Hollywood 
income.

The sometimes actor 
did cite a personal concern 
last year when he released 
a statement lauding chang-
es to the state Lottery that 
made it easier for winners 
to cash their tickets.

DenDekker’s JCOPE 
filings show he won some-
where between $1,000 and 
$5,000 in the lottery last 
year.

teacher Lisa-Erika James, 
who is black, also filed a 
discrimination claim, al-
leging she was targeted by 
Zanca, who pulled funds for 
the theater program and put 
them toward Smartboards 
at the school. Although 
James was not fired, she 
left the school.

Zanca, who is white, ar-
rived at the school last Sep-
tember. The school serves 
immigrant students, many 
of whom are black and La-
tino. She joined the DOE as 
a Spanish teacher 24 years 
ago, and previously taught 
English, journalism and 
ESL at the high school lev-
el. She holds a Bachelor’s 
degree from Marymount 
Manhattan College, a Mas-
ter’s degree in journalism 
from Columbia University 
and another Master’s de-
gree in Counseling Educa-
tion from St. John’s Univer-
sity.

In a written statement 
sent to the Office of Equal 
Opportunity June 24 by 
the school’s assistant prin-
cipal, Anthony Riccardo, 
, he alleged Zanca made 
racially charged remarks 

about Flanagan and High-
tower after observations of 
the two teachers.

After Flanagan’s ob-
servation Dec. 18, he was 
informed he had received 
another unsatisfactory rat-
ing. Zanca allegedly asked 
Riccardo, “Did you see his 
big lips quivering?”

Riccardo also wrote 
that Zanca said Hightower 
“looked like a gorilla in a 
sweater.”

Zanca was not avail-
able for comment.

Riccardo’s statement 
also claimed Zanca would 
determine whether or not 
a teacher would receive an 

unsatisfactory rating even 
before entering a class-
room.

On Monday, teachers 
and staff from the school, 
representatives from the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers and other advocacy 
group members rallied out-
side city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott’s office 
in Manhattan to protest 
Zanca’s alleged discrimina-
tion.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who represents 
Elmhurst, sent a letter to 
Walcott calling for an im-
mediate investigation.
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Teachers Lisa-Erika James (l. to r.), Heather Hightower and John 
Flanagan protest at a rally. Photo courtesy Devin Lightner 
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SHEDS

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

CELLAR DOORS

BASEMENT LOCKERS

$1099 Most Sizes

FREE Delivery • FREE Installation

  NO PROFIT SHARING!
              Own Outright
FREE ON SITE EVALUATION
  Includes a FREE Floor Plan

                                                           

  5' x 7' x 6'10".........$665  
  5' x 10' x 6'10"......$899 
  10' x 7' x 6'10"......$1260 
  10' x 15' x 6'10"....$2250  

SIDE WALL HEIGHTS:

8'........$22.50 sf.. $19.50 sq.ft.
10½'...$25.50 sf...$22.50 sq.ft.
13½'...$29.00 sf...$26.50 sq.ft.

Condos • Co-Ops • Apartments

steelsheds.com

Includes:

As Seen At The 'Cooperator' and 'Buildings NY' Trade Shows

FREE Floor
*Optional:

     6' & 8'
Double Doors

Windows• More Sizes On Our Web Site •

Custom Made to Fit Your Entrance

STEEL BUILT 

NY, NJ, CT, Tri-State Metro Area

178 New Highway, Amityville, N.Y. 11701  631-789-6500

Made in U.S.A.
Since 1950

STRONGEST STEEL PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET
Commercial Grade • All Welded  Construction • Can Not be Dented by Hand

Buy Direct  From the Manufacturer and $ave

$1400

One & a Half Car GARAGE  $6995

NOW!
$665 F

Includes:NONONONONOW!W!W!W!W!

10' x 10' x 6'10"...$1900...$1500 *

5' x 5' x 6'10"

SIDE WALL HEIGHTS

Fuel Surcharge may apply

NO PROFIT SHARING!

gs NY'YY Trade Shows

C sto Made to Fit Yo E t a ce

NONONONOW!W!W!W!

$111999000000 .$$$11199900000....$

HIC License # 4014-H1

as shown

Includes: Delivery, Installation, and take away of old metal door

Made of

to Last
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