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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
More than 150 people 

attended the funeral Mon-
day of Walter McCaffrey, 
a former city councilman 
who friends and officials 

described as a brilliant, 
warm   and witty man ded-
icated to his community.

Family and friends 
said McCaffrey, who was 
64, died July 10 following 
a brief illness. McCaffrey 
had been suffering from 
complications after a car 
accident several weeks ago, 
according to Liz Goff, a 
friend for many years.

McCaffrey is survived 

by his wife, Janice, who he 
was separated from. He had 
no children.

His funeral was held at 
St. Sebastian Roman Cath-
olic Church in Woodside 
and drew a large crowd of 
mourners, including Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Ok Sun Lee can clearly recall the day she was 

taken from her native Korea. Just 15 years old, 
she was walking alone through her hometown, 
a rural village, when she was kidnapped by two 
strange men.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Manhattan-based real es-
tate firm that lured Swedish re-
tailer H&M to downtown Brook-
lyn’s revitalized Fulton Mall may 

be looking to do the same on Ja-
maica Avenue, a source said.

Earlier this month, the Swed-
ish clothing retailer opened its 
second Brooklyn location inside 
a 30,000-square-foot glass-box 

building that developer United 
American Land began working 
on after it purchased the property 
for $12 million in 2005.

The project was part of Unit-
ed American’s transformation 

of a 300,000-square-foot, land-
marked Beaux Arts building next 
door into a mixed-use develop-
ment with big-name retailers on 
the ground floor and about 100 
luxury rentals above.

Last August, the company 
paid $14 million for a three-floor, 
49,000-square-foot building on 
Jamaica Avenue between 160th 
and 161st streets, and the source 
said UAL executive  Al Laboz is 
rumored to be in talks with H&M 
about occupying the first and sec-
ond floors.

Laboz declined to comment.
The building, a long-vacant 

former furniture store, at 160-
08 Jamaica Ave., was purchased 
from the Port Chester-based Poko 
Partners and the Cohen family, 
which owns the Conway retail 
store on the block to the west. 

In 2004, the Cohen family paid 
$4.4 million for the landmarked 
former home of the Jamaica Sav-
ings Bank, which is separated 
from the former furniture store 
by a 10-story building owned by 
Trans World Equities.

The Conway company also 
owns the variety retailer Brands 

BY PHIL CORSO

Business owners who work 
in the shadow of Citi Field used 
this week’s Major League Base-
ball All-Star Game festivities as 
an opportunity to shed light on 
the harsh realities they contend 
go under the radar just across the 
street.

Inside the ballpark, swarms 
of sports fans enjoyed the base-
ball spotlight with the Home Run 
Derby Monday and the annual 
All-Star Game the following eve-
ning. But just before Tuesday’s 
first pitch, auto shop owners 
held up signs accusing the city 
of working with their neighbor’s 
home team to kick them out in 
accordance with city’s ambitious 
redevelopment plans.

“A lot of people have the im-
pression that the Mets are doing 
well,” said Discount Mufflers 
owner Jamie Satti, of the team 
across 126th Avenue. “They have 
no idea what they are doing to 
the business owners in Willets 
Point.”

Former Korean sex slave tells

her story to Queensborough

Willets Pt. biz
blasts city over 
eviction notices 

H&M eyes downtown Jamaica
Developer said to be talking with chain store about space in vacant building

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

‘True son of Woodside’ missed

Two white horses are hooked up to a car-
riage, which carried Walter McCaffrey’s 
coffin to his funeral in Woodside. 
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SWEET SOUNDS OF JAZZ

Musician Bill Jacobs plays vibes as his ensemble takes the stage during the 11th annual St. Albans Jazz Festival. 
Photo by Nat Valentine
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: 5005 VETERANS MEMORIAL HWY, HOLBROOK NY OR ONLINE: FOURSEASONSSUNROOMS.COM

4 Reasons To Choose Four Seasons
For Kitchens, Windows & Bathrooms

SPECTACULAR SUMMER SALE BONUSES - $1000 CASH BACK PLUS A FREE VACATION*!

FOR ALL THE RIGHT REASONS

M A D E  I N  T H E  U S A  F O R  4 0  Y E A R S

TM

(800)-FOUR SEASONS

FREE
IN-HOME 

DESIGN SERVICE!

WINDOWS
BUY 2

GET 1 WINDOW
FREE*! FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU!INTEREST 

FOR 12 MONTHS*!

NO
MONEY DOWN!

NO

The RIGHT Quality
No other manufacturer offers 

a higher quality range of 
home products.

Period.

1

The RIGHT Price
Factory direct pricing to you. 

No middleman mark-ups.
Plus save $1000’s more 
during our Spectacular 

Summer Sale.

2

The RIGHT Installation
For almost 40 years we’ve 

been installing our products 
with our factory trained 

technicians. We do it right 
the fi rst time.

3

The RIGHT Warranty
Our lifetime warranty is 

absolutely the best in the 
business. We simply cut out 

the fi ne print. 

4

KITCHENS WINDOWS & DOORS BATHROOMS

#1 in Quality & Warranty #1 in Design & Installation#1 Brand in USA

Take an additional $500 off 
*

 
during our Spectacular Summer Sale!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

With a weak fund-
raising showing that put 
him hundreds of thousands 
of dollars behind the top 
contenders in the borough 
president race, City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans) announced over 
the weekend he was drop-
ping out of the contest.

“After care-
ful consider-
ation, my fam-
ily and I believe, 
due to personal 
matters, this is 
the best course of action,” 
the term-limited southeast 
Queens lawmaker said in 
a statement released Sat-
urday, two days before the 
deadline to file his disclo-
sure with the city Cam-
paign Finance Board.

“Queens is one of the 
greatest boroughs in our 
city, and I am thankful to 
everyone for the opportuni-

ty to showcase my platform 
for inclusion and empower-
ment and express my pas-
sion for the borough that 
was afforded me in this 
race,” he added. “I am look-
ing forward to serving the 
people of Queens — in one 
capacity or another — for a 
long time to come.”

Comrie would not 
elaborate on his reasons 

for pulling out of the 
race, and said he was 
looking forward to 
serving out the rest 
of his final term on 
the Council.

The head of the bor-
ough’s Council delegation 
and chairman of the Coun-
cil Land Use Committee 
said he was “still trying to 
see what’s next” for him in 
life after public office.

From the outset of his 
bid to be borough presi-
dent, Comrie lagged behind 
two well-funded competi-
tors — Councilman Peter 

Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
former Councilwoman Me-
linda Katz — when it came 
to fund-raising and failed 
to pick up a couple of key 
endorsements.

The latest campaign 
finance filings for the pe-
riod from May 12 through 
July 11 show Comrie pulled 
in $22,080 for a total take of 
about $168,000.

With approximately 
$40,000 in cash on hand, his 
war chest is behind those of 
Vallone and Katz, who are 
running hard through the 
final push to the Sept. 10 
Democratic primary.

Vallone banked $40,015 
during the last filing pe-
riod, putting him on top of 
the field of candidates with 
a total haul of more than $1 
million.

He has almost $578,000 
on hand, setting up a show-
down with Katz, who has 
more than $404,000.

She raised $173,854 

through the last period, 
putting her total at just un-
der $640,000.

Katz has been endorsed 
by the Rev. Floyd Flake, of 
the Greater A.M.E. Cathe-
dral and the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, two key nods 
political observers say 
Comrie missed out on due, 
in part, to his poor fund-
raising.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) raised $13,667 
from mid-May through 
June 11 for a total of more 
than $70,000.

With a little more than 
$51,000 on hand, he remains 
defiantly in the race.

Astoria businessman 
Tony Arcabascio, who is 
running on the GOP line, 
has raised $4,510.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Councilman Leroy Comrie speaks at state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim’s inauguration in February. Comrie recently dropped out of 
the borough president’s race following a lackluster fund-raising 
take.

Comrie makes exit from boro prez race 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They were hurt serving their 
country and not even the devasta-
tion left in Superstorm Sandy’s 
wake could stop Rockaway resi-
dents from honoring a group of 32 
soldiers during the annual three-
day Wounded Warrior Project.

Organizers pulled out all the 
stops to find new locations to hold 
water sports like surfing, scuba 
diving, kayaking and water ski-
ing because the Rockaway Point 
Yacht Club was still rebuilding 
from the storm that ravaged 
the Rockaway peninsula seven 
months ago.

“[Sandy] destroyed so many 
parts of the community,” said Al-
bion Giordano, one of Wounded 
Warrior’s founders. “We kind of 
went into this saying, ‘Hey, we 
understand if we are not going 
to do it this year,’ and this com-
munity was adamant. ‘No. The 
soldiers will come back. We will 
do this again.’

A few adjustments had to be 
made, however, to how the pro-
gram was run in previous years.

In the past, soldiers stayed at 
the homes of Rockaway residents 
and developed long-term friend-
ships with their hosts, he said. 
But this year participants were 
put up at hotels because many vol-

unteers’ homes were destroyed or 
badly damaged by the storm.

And instead of Breezy Point 
as the site of most of the water 
sports, surfing and scuba diving 
were held on Rockaway Beach at 

63rd Street with assistance from 
the Parks Department and the 
Arverne by the Sea development. 
Kayaking and boats to transport 
warriors to an area for water-
skiing were launched from Riis 
Landing.

And this year’s festivities 
were also without “Sopranos” 
star James Gandolfini, who led 
the welcome parade through the 
Rockaways and died last month.

“This community has been 
opening up their hearts and their 
homes for the past to the Wounded 
Warrior for nine years,” Giorda-
no said before a ceremony Satur-
day where he accepted a $100,000 
donation from the Rockaway Leg-
ends in Valor group.

Ryan Williams, 14, also hand-
ed over a check of $200, which he 
raised by selling bracelets made 
of cord that could be used in 
emergencies.

Giordano said Wounded War-
riors began when several individ-
uals started making backpacks 
for soldiers coming out of the hos-
pital after they were wounded.

“When you are wounded, 

they cut all your gear off,” he 
said. “We filled 50 backpacks with 
socks, and some shirts and under-
wear and CD players and phone 
cards and brought them to Walter 
Reid.  They said, ‘That’s great. Do 
you have 50 more?’ And that’s lit-
erally how it started.”

The organization’s four main 
pillars are mental and physical 
health, economic empowerment 
and engagement with their peers 
and society, Giordano said. He ex-
plained that many of the activities 
are planned to show participants 
what they are still able to accom-
plish despite their injuries.

It took a while for Marine 
Omar Alejandro Rendon to real-
ize he had Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder after returning home 
to Queens from serving in Af-
ghanistan. When the 24-year-old, 
who was raised in Corona and 
now lives in Flushing, first heard 
about the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, he didn’t think it would apply 
to him since he had not received 
the Purple Heart. “We just saw a 
lot of combat,” he said.

Wounded Warriors Perry Maynor (l.) and Jamel Abdul Aziz give thumbs up after 
scuba diving on 63rd Street on Rockaway Beach. See more photos on Page 12. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Superstorm Sandy no match for Rockaway vet event
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

In southeast Queens, where 
the issues of racism and gun vio-
lence  — and the point where the 
two often meet — are everyday 
realities, the acquittal of George 
Zimmerman Saturday night in 
the killing of 17-year-old Trayvon 
Martin has sparked impassioned 
conversations about prejudice in 
America.

“You don’t even have to be 
white anymore. You can just look 
white and you can get away mur-
dering a black child,” Winston 
Hurley said at a forum about the 
trial in South Jamaica Tuesday 
night.

Since the Florida jury’s con-
troversial decision Saturday, 
community members have been 
overwhelmed with frustration 
that the letter of the law appeared 
to be followed, and that in places 
as different as Florida and New 
York City, the deck seems to be 
stacked against minorities.

State Sen. James Sanders, Jr. 
(D-Jamaica) set up the forum in 
the days following the verdict and 

convened a panel of legal experts 
and community leaders to per-
form what he called an autopsy 
to find out how “we got a dead, 
stinking result from a trial like 
that.” He said the meeting was a 
chance for the more than 100 at-
tendees to come to terms with 
the jury’s decision, vent and then 
work toward strategies to deal 
with what everyone agreed was a 
great injustice.

Leonard Baynes, a law pro-
fessor at St. John’s University and 
director of the school’s Center for 
Human Rights and Economic De-
velopment, discussed the way the 
jury was instructed not to con-
sider Martin’s and Zimmerman’s 
races, and said Florida’s “stand 
your ground” law placed the bur-
den on the state to disprove Zim-
merman’s claim of self-defense.

Those at the meeting dis-
cussed ways to combat racism, 
such as working to change nega-
tive portrayals of minorities in 
the media  and putting pressure 
on the U.S. Department of Justice 
to investigate federal hate crime 
charges against Zimmerman.

 Norman Siegel, former di-
rector of the New York Civil Lib-
erties Union, said the Justice De-
partment may have just as much 
difficulty arguing hate crime 
charges as the Florida prosecu-
tors had with their case.

“I don’t want people to be 
given false expectations. We see 
so many politicians and people 
signing petitions calling on the 
Department of Justice. [The DOJ] 

didn’t help us with Sean Bell,” he 
said. “I’m not saying don’t  answer 
the call, and I’m not saying don’t 
sign the petition, but don’t put 
your eggs in that basket.”

Siegel said he thought the 
best course of action would be for 
the Martin family to file a civil 
suit against Zimmerman in which 
he would be required to testify.

Attendees at the forum dis-
cussed what they could to do to 

prevent something like Martin’s 
killing from ever happening 
again, such as working to combat 
racial stereotypes.

The Rev. Phil Craig, head of 
the Queens chapter of the Nation-
al Action Network, is helping or-
ganize a protest outside the Fed-
eral Court House at 500 Pearl St. 
in Manhattan Saturday at noon.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) stood with members of 
the city’s congressional delega-
tion outside the building Monday 
and called on the Justice Depart-
ment to investigate Martin’s kill-
ing.

“Our justice system and po-
litical system include processes 
and procedures by which citizens 
can continue to pursue justice 
for Trayvon Martin, including 
– as my colleagues and I are do-
ing today – calling on the Justice 
Department, first, to review this 
case for civil rights violations; 
and second, to monitor ‘stand-
your-ground’ laws to ascertain 
whether they are having a racial-
ly disparate impact,” he said.

State Sen. James Sanders (l.) and his panel of legal experts and community lead-
ers discuss the Trayvon Martin case. Photo by Rich Bockmann

SE Queens mulls over Zimmerman verdict

Advocates push for parkland on old Rockaway tracks
BY BIANCA FORTIS

Advocates for a new park in 
Queens are quickly moving clos-
er to seeing their vision become 
reality.

The project proposes trans-
forming 3.5 miles of the deactivat-
ed Rockaway Beach branch into a 
public park, similar to Manhat-
tan’s High Line.

Operated by the Long Island 
Rail Road, the branch ran from 
Rego Park into the Rockaway 
Peninsula. Service ended more 
than 50 years ago and the line has 
sat in disrepair every since.

Advocates say completion 
of the project, called the Queen-
sWay, would result in 132,000 
square feet of new park space and 
an opportunity for new economic 
development in Queens.

The nonprofit Land in the 
Public Interest will soon an-
nounce the winner of a contract 
for a safety and feasibility study 
of the project.

Marc Matsil, the New York 
state director of the group, said 
the study, which will include 

community input, will help deter-
mine a final cost of the project as 
well as an environmental analy-
sis of it.

The study itself will cost 
about $400,000, funds that were 
provided by a grant through the 
governor’s office.

Matsil said his group is ad-
vocating on behalf of the project 
because it would help better serve 

parkland.
“More than 70 percent of lo-

cal Queens residents take a car 
to Forest Park because they can’t 
access it safely,” he said. “This 
would make it easier to ride to 
there. It provides active recre-
ation and it provides the ability to 
access a magnificent park in the 
park system.”

Travis Terry founded Friends 

of the QueensWay to promote the 
project. He said there is evidence 
that greenway conversion leads 
to improved public safety.

“You can look at what green-
ways, not just the High Line, but 
greenways around the world have 
done for communities,” said Ter-
ry, who lives in Forest Hills.  “It’s 
all just for the betterment of the 
community.”

But there is opposition from 
some who would rather use the 
abandoned train line for another 
purpose.

Phil McManus, founder of 
the Queens Public Transit Com-
mittee, said the decision to shut 
down the rail line has led to isola-
tion for Rockaway residents from 
the rest of Queens, as well as a 
languishing local economy. That 
further contributes to high pov-
erty and crime rates.

“The Rockaway Beach line 
is only the tip of the iceberg,” the 
lifelong Rockaway resident said. 
“It becomes an issue of who has 
and who doesn’t.”

Rockaway lost service on 
the line in 1950 when the trestle 

connecting The Raunt and Broad 
Channel stations caught fire. The 
rest of the line shut down in 1962.

Residents of the peninsula 
must grapple with slow travel 
times on the A train, inconsis-
tent buses and a $3.25 toll on the 
Cross Bay Bridge. Reactivating 
train service could first benefit 
commuters, but it could also spur 
development in southern Queens, 
which would help ease the con-
gestion that burdens the rest of 
the city, McManus said.

“People think this is just 
about Rockaway,” he said. “But 
I want to improve Queens as a 
whole for everybody.”

Residents of some neighbor-
hoods like Rego Park and Forest 
Hills oppose the train because 
they believe it will contribute to 
noise pollution in their areas and 
could affect property values.

Terry said he is not “anti-
train,” but reactivating service is 
just unlikely.

“I’ve looked at the evidence,” 
he said. “It’s just clear to me that 
a train is never going to happen.”

Community members are working to transform the decommissioned Rockaway 
Beach Branch train line into a public park. However, others would rather the city 
reactivate train service.
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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BY PHIL CORSO

It took years for De-
von O’Connor to install 
the large green “Welcome 
to Whitestone” sign where 
the Cross Island Parkway 
meets Francis Lewis Bou-
levard, and it also took 
him hours to wipe away 
the fresh graffiti scrawled 
across it earlier this week.

O’Connor, who found-
ed the Welcome to Whites-
tone Commercial and Resi-
dential Civic Association, 
returned from a trip to the 
beach Monday afternoon to 
the news that his treasured 
sign was the latest victim 
in what he said was an on-
going attack on his com-
munity. Red letters were 
scrawled across the two-
year-old sign, which were 
 the last straw for the civic 
leader.

“Graffiti has been be-
coming such a big problem 
for us,” O’Connor said. “It’s 
bad news.”

The Whitestone civic 
leader spent three years 
working to raise the rough-
ly $2,400 it took to make the 
sign a reality in Whites-
tone, and he said it was par-
ticularly offensive to see it 
vandalized. But Monday 
was not the first or likely 
the last time O’Connor 
would assemble a team of 
volunteers to help clean 
graffiti marks in the com-
munity, as he said it has 
become an almost weekly 
endeavor.

“It’s everywhere. Ev-
ery week or so I’m heading 
out to paint over something 
else,” he said. “We’re al-
ways going out there. We’re 
not going to tolerate it.”

BY PHIL CORSO

The city is considering 
the co-location of a charter 
school at Martin Van Bu-
ren High School in Queens 
Village that could cut 500 
seats, a city Education De-
partment spokesman said, 
despite borough leaders’ 
concerns.

Northeast Queens of-
ficials have been pulling 
for the school to bounce 
back under the guidance of 
new Principal Sam Sochet 
after its progress reports 
dropped from B in 2008 to C 
in 2012.  And just as Sochet 
wrapped up his first year 
in charge, the higher-ups 
at the DOE confirmed a po-
tential charter school could 
move into the Martin Van 
Buren building as early as 
the 2014-15 school year and 
force a reduction in current 
seats to accommodate the 
new facility.

DOE spokesman De-
von Puglia said the Hill-
side Avenue high school 
was chosen in response to 
community calls for more 
educational opportunities 
in their neighborhoods. A 
formal proposal, however, 
has yet to be made.

“This new school will 
deliver great outcomes for 
neighborhood students,” 
Puglia said. “Parents in 
this community are clam-
oring for, and will continue 
to demand, more high-qual-
ity options, and we’re going 

to keep delivering them.”
But elected officials 

who have been advocating 
for the school’s rebound 
said the plan was, in fact, 
undermining the commu-
nity’s efforts and counter-
acting any signs of recov-
ery.

“I have made the re-
habilitation of Martin Van 
Buren one of my top educa-
tion priorities since taking 
office and strongly pushed 
to have new leadership in-
stalled at the school,” state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) said. “This new lead-
ership has finally begun 
to turn the school around. 
Yet now, the [DOE] is set 
to undo all these positive 

changes with a proposed 
co-location, which will 
divert the necessary re-
sources that Martin Van 
Buren needs to continue to 
thrive.”

Since Sochet signed 
on, civic leaders and elected 
officials said he has helped 
reform the school’s repu-
tation as a neighborhood 
school. He launched a pre-
medical program through 
North Shore-LIJ earlier 
this year and announced 
forensics and computer 
technology internship pro-
grams to attract more local 
students to the school.

“Principal Sam Sochet 
has made amazing strides 
toward making Van Buren 

a destination high school,” 
said City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens). “What the DOE 
is proposing could undo all 
of the progress the admin-
istration and teachers have 
made so far.”

City and state officials 
took to the school’s front 
steps Monday to call on 
the DOE to solicit public 
input before making any 
decisions final. Puglia also 
confirmed public feedback 
process would begin later 
this year before the plan is 
put to a vote at an October 
Panel for Educational Poli-
cy meeting.

United Federation of Teachers representative Washington Sanchez (c.) urges the city Education 
Department to leave Martin Van Buren High School alone so it can continue working on improving its 
grades. Photo by Phil Corso

Whitestone grapples 
with graffi ti vandals

Van Buren faces co-location
City DOE plan could cut 500 seats at Queens Village high school

Whitestone’s Devon O’Connor uses a towel doused in gasoline 
to wipe away the red graffiti off a sign near the Cross Island 
Parkway. Photo courtesy O’Connor
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

WE PAWN CASH LOANS

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose, 
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U 
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N 
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St. 
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St. 
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

2486 Coney 
Island Ave. 

Corner of Avenue V
DCA#1383520

STORE HOURS:

216-17 Merrick Blvd. 
Springfi eld Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY

WE BUY 
PAWN 

TICKETS 

SCHOOL PAYMENTS? 
GRAD PARTIES?

SELL $250-$499
GET EXTRA $2500

SELL $500-$999
GET EXTRA $5000

SELL $1000 PLUS
GET 10% EXTRA

NO OTHER GOLD BUYERS IN NY WILL GIVE YOU A LARGER PAY OUT 

GUARANTEED!
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 7/31/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
7/31/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPON

BY RICH BOCKMANN

 State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis), the embattled southeast 
Queens lawmaker who has taken 
heat in the past for treating his 
campaign account as a personal 
piggy bank, may have to make 
some lifestyle changes soon.

Smith has been a cash cow 
in the past, raising hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from cam-
paign donors who foot the bills 
for his credit card, SUV payments 
and expensive trips, but he has 
not raised a dime since he was 
arrested April 2 in an alleged plot 
to bribe his way into the race for 
New York City mayor on the Re-
publican ticket, his most recent 
campaign finance disclosures 
show.

His campaign kitty grew to 
more than $400,000 in 2011 before  
he spent all but $60,000 last year, 
even though Smith was running 
unopposed for his sixth term in 
Albany.

Smith started ramping up 
his fund-raising efforts earlier 
this year after he made a contro-

versial move before the 2013 ses-
sion started to join a rogue group 
of senators known as the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference that 
denied Democrats a majority in 
the upper house.

The state’s latest campaign 
filings show he hit donors up in 
the first three months of 2013  to 
the tune of nearly $46,000 with his 
last contribution coming March 
26, one week before he was arrest-
ed along with City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone), 
then-Queens GOP Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone and three others 
in a suspected public corruption 
scam.

Smith and the others have 
pleaded not guilty to bribery and 
corruption charges in federal 
court.

His campaign made one re-
fund to New York Retailers for 
Effective Government in the 
amount of $1,000 dated April 2, 
the same day he was arrested.

The sudden contribution 
shortfall does not seem to have 
tightened Smith’s purse strings, 
though.

He spent more than $82,000 
during the most recent reporting 
period beginning Jan. 12 , leav-
ing him with just shy of $11,000 

on hand at the end of the period 
July 11.

The lawmaker does not ap-
pear to be spending his campaign 

cash on legal fees, however, as 
he continues to pay off his credit 
card balance and make payments 
to the 6 Group, a fund-raising 
consultant popular among Senate 
Dems.

Smith’s alliance with the 
IDC placed him in several pow-
erful positions. He touted his ap-
pointments to the Senate Finance 
Committee and its task force on 
Superstorm Sandy recovery as be-
ing direct results of his defection 
from the Democratic majority.

He also co-authored the 
state’s gun-reform law drafted 
in the wake of the Sandy Hook 
shooting, legislation he dedicated 
to Donna Hood and Shenee John-
son, two southeast Queens moth-
ers who lost their sons to gun 
violence.

Smith was booted from the 
IDC after his arrest and stripped 
of his committee assignments.

He was due in court in White 
Plains this Friday for a pre-trial 
hearing.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (r.) and his attorney leave the federal courthouse in 
White Plains, N.Y., in April. Smith has not raised any campaign donations since his 
arrest on corruption charges.

Donations dry up for Sen. Smith after his arrest

www.TimesLedger.com
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39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 8-06-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-06-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-06-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-06-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

In a letter to Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
the city Department of 
Transportation, state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) has requested that 
CitiBike, New York City’s 
new bike-share program, 
be expanded into the neigh-
borhoods of Astoria and 
Woodside.

In the letter dated July 
11, Gianaris said with west-
ern Queens’ rapid growth, 
accompanying transporta-
tion needs  and residents’ 
love of cycling, CitiBike is 
perfect for the area. Since 
the program’s debut, Gia-
naris  said his office has 
been deluged with requests 
for CitiBike in Astoria and 

Woodside, as well as Sunny-
side and Long Island City.

And with community 
groups, businesses and cy-
clists in the communities 
in favor of the program, he 
is calling for those areas 
to be included in the pro-
gram’s expansion.

“I have lived in Astoria 
my whole life and can attest 
that it is rapidly emerging 
as one of New York City’s 
hottest neighborhoods,” 
Gianaris wrote. “Western 
Queens already has limited 
transportation options; 
as more and more people 
flock to this area, the need 
for transportation alterna-
tives grows clearer. Its resi-
dents should also enjoy this 
healthy and efficient way to 
move around the city.”

Gianaris’ letter comes 
after the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said in June that it is in 
talks with the DOT about 
expanding the CitiBike 
program to areas that will 
be affected by closures of 
the G train this summer, 
including Long Island City 
and Greenpoint, Brooklyn. 
Discussions are ongoing, 
an MTA spokeswoman 
said.

Back in June, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
along with community, 
civic and business lead-
ers, rallied for CitiBike to 
be incorporated into Long 
Island City, Sunnyside, As-
toria, Woodside and other 
areas of western Queens.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris is asking Mayor Michael Bloomberg and the city Department of 
Transportation to expand the CitiBike program into Astoria and Woodside. 

AP Photo/Craig Ruttle

Gianaris wants CitiBike
for Astoria, Woodside 



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

LY
 2

1, 
20

13
10

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A doting 50-year-old 
Trinidadian grandmother 
died in an early morning 
blaze in South Jamaica 
Wednesday, a spokesman 
for the Fire Department 
and her neighbors said.

Neighbor Latanya 
Dawson, 32, said she saw 
flames shooting out one 
of three second-floor win-
dows of the home on 102nd 
Avenue near the Van Wyck 
Expressway and firefight-
ers were running up an 
outstretched ladder and 
into the burning house.

“By the time I heard 
the commotion, the Fire 
Department was doing 
what they do best,” she 
said as she and several 
other residents of the block 
watched members of the 
NYPD’s Crime Scene Unit 
investigate later that morn-
ing. “They went in with the 
flames.”

About 60 members 

of New York’s Bravest re-
sponded to battle the blaze 
at about 5:30 a.m., the FDNY 
spokesman said.

Fire officials said one 
person was killed in the 
fire and one firefighter sus-

tained minor injuries. At 
about 10:30 a.m., members 
of the city medical examin-
er’s office removed a body 
from the house.

Several  neighbors 
identified the woman 

killed as Josephine Hum-
phrey, who worked at a 
realty office in Richmond 
Hill and was a native of 
Trinidad. She lived alone 
on the second floor of the 
home but was well-known 

to the neighborhood kids 
for handing out toys, key 
chains and other knick-
knacks, said 49-year-old 
Freedom Elbey, who lives 
across the street.

“Whatever she had, 
she brought to the kids,” he 
said.

Humphrey had two 
daughters, one in Far Rock-
away and the other living 
in Trinidad, as well as two 
granddaughters, neigh-
bors said. Her daughter in 
Queens was about to give 
birth to Humphrey’s third 
grandchild, fellow block 
residents said.

“She always talked 
about them as if she saw 
them everyday,” said Je-
lease Elbey, 32. “She was a 
wishful thinker.”

Dawson said she didn’t 
believe Humphrey had 
traveled to Trinidad in the 
two or three years that she 
lived on the street.

“She had an abundance 
of manners,” Dawson said.

Described by neigh-
bors as friendly, Humphrey 
was also well-dressed, 
sporting dresses with her 
hair fixed nicely, they said.

“She never wore 
sneakers,” Jelease Elbey 
said. “She was always pre-
sentable.”

Freedom Elbey said he 
had awakened in the mid-
dle of the night to a smell 
of burning rubber and 
checked outlets around his 
house before going back to 
sleep. He was later woken 
up by a relative who had 
heard emergency respond-
ers outside.

“If it isn’t electrical, 
then she could have fallen 
asleep with one of these,” 
he speculated, holding up 
his cigarette.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

South Jamaica grandmother killed in house fi re

Investigators remove charred furniture from the second floor of the home. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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More than 30 soldiers and veterans who were injured while in the mili-
tary took part in the annual Wounded Warrior Project in the Rockaways 
over the weekend (Clockwise from top l.) Organizers joked that Ryan 
Hughes was Hawaiian with his success the first time time he tried 
surfing; participants are pulled back west in Jamaica Bay alongside 
Riis Landing; Sebastian Gallegos (l.) and Matthew Pundyk (r.) thank 
14-year-old Ryan Williams for donating $200 to the organization; 
Marine Omar Alejandro Rendon (c.) stands on a makeshift dock set up 
off the coast of Brooklyn for water skiing; pups play in the water dur-
ing the event; and Perry Maynor (l.) and Jamel Abdul Aziz test out the 
scuba gear in a pool. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The borough’s South 
Asian community last week 
cautiously celebrated the 
news that the city Board of 
Elections will provide Ben-
gali-language ballots for 
this year’s city elections.

“By providing trans-
lated ballots and language 
assistance in Bengali, we 
are ensuring that all vot-
ers in Queens have the 
resources they need to 
fully exercise their right to 
vote in the upcoming elec-
tions,” said state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck), whose district 
stretching from Bellerose 
to Richmond Hill was re-
drawn after the 2010 census 
in a deliberate move to con-
solidate the electoral power 
of Queens’ fractured South 
Asian community. “This is 
one critical step towards 
improving voter access and 
increasing voter participa-
tion for all New Yorkers.”

The census also deter-
mined that Queens’ South 
Asian population — hail-
ing from countries such as 
India, Bangladesh, Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka  — had 
grown large enough to trig-
ger a provision of the Vot-
ing Rights Act requiring 
the BOE to translate bal-
lots and provide language 
assistance for the minority 
community. Bengali, the 
most widely used language 
by South Asians in Queens, 
was chosen.

But since the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau made its deter-
mination in October 2011, 
four election cycles have 
come and gone without the 
translated ballots.

Valerie Vazquez, a 
spokeswoman for the BOE, 
said the delay was caused 
by technical difficulties in 
getting the electronic vot-
ing machines the board 
uses to read the Bengali 
text. In the interim, trans-
lators and other assistance 
have been provided to vot-
ers, and the board said it 
will be in compliance with 
the language requirement 

for the Sept. 10 primaries.
Vazquez said the 

board had always asserted 
it would be in compliance 
no earlier than 2013, but 
some community members 
disagree.

“I’m very happy that 
the board has made oral 
statements. They’ve made 
promises, but I’ve heard 
promises before,” said 
Glenn Magpantay of the 
Asian American Legal De-
fense and Education Fund, 
which earlier this month 
filed a lawsuit in Brooklyn 
federal court seeking to 
compel the election board 
to codify its language-as-
sistance plan. “I’ve gotten 
several e-mail messages, 
but the last time I checked 
an e-mail was not federal 
law. An e-mail message 
was not Board of Elections 
policy.”

The board released an 
interim plan for last year’s 
elections, but Magpantay 
and his allies want to see a 
set of comprehensive proce-
dures  similar to the one the 
BOE adopted in 2005 to pro-
vide language assistance 

for Korean- and Chinese-
language speakers.

The community’s bat-
tle with the BOE is not the 
only challenge they contin-
ue to face. The NYPD has a 
dress code that bans Sikhs 
from wearing their turbans 
and beards. Weprin earlier 
this year introduced a bill 
that would require the de-
partment to overturn the 
policy, as well as another 
bill that would have the 
elections board provide as-
sistance to voters in Pun-
jabi and Hindi.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
who sponsored the bill’s 
counterpart in the upper 
chamber, said that with 
important referendums on 
ballots such as this year’s 
proposed constitutional 
amendment to allow gam-
bling in New York, it is es-
sential voters can read the 
ballots.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Glenn Magpantay, of the Asian American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund (l.), and Nadira Khanam explain their law-
suit against the city Board of Elections over access to Bengali-
language ballots. Photo by Rich Bockmann

South Asians in boro
await Bengali ballots
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Satti and a crowd of 
fellow business owners and 
supporters rallied Tuesday 
evening against the city for 
serving them with eviction 
notices in front of his 37-03 
126th St. business just as 
the crowd grew for the big 
game. He said he hoped the 
timing would help draw 
attention to the auto shop 
haven’s rocky and dirty 
streets littered with pud-
dles of standing water and 
neglect.

“Nobody cares what is 
going to happen to us,” he 
said. “We have no voice and 
no support.”

The eviction notices 
came this week from the 
city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. as the result of 
more than 10 years of re-
development negotiations 
involving Willets Point’s 

future, which will include 
retail, hotel, commercial 
and residential upgrades. 
A spokesman for the EDC 
said the first phase of the 
project included the reno-
vation of the 23-acre piece 
of land in 2014 at the heart 
of Tuesday’s protest.

Auto shop owners like 
Satti have been told they 
were offered the city’s sup-
port in relocating their 
shops elsewhere to com-
munities like Maspeth, 
but many said the help has 
been lackluster and half-
hearted.

“The city is lying to us 
about this relocation plan,” 
said Marco Neira, a tenant 
in Willets Point and presi-
dent of the Willets Point De-
fense Committee. “We pay 
taxes every year and these 
are the conditions we have 
to show for it. If they want 
this land, they have to give 
us a place to go.”

for Less, which occupies the 
ground floor of the Trans 
World building.

A source said the team 
was looking to assemble all 
three buildings but could 
not cut a deal with Trans 
World, and in 2010 the real 
estate investment trust 
that held its $25 million 
mortgage on the furniture 
store filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy.

Petra Capital Manage-
ment, the company that 
managed the trust, sold 
the building off to United 
American.

The Cohen family sold 
the former bank to Trans 
World for $3.4 million ear-
lier this year, and the com-
pany has hired a realtor to 
market it and the 10-story 
tower as a mix-use invest-
ment.

“We are working with 
several local investors and 

REITs for retail and resi-
dential development on top,” 
realtor Stevie Haber, of the 
Haber Realty Group, wrote 
in an e-mail. “[There] is a 

high level of interest from 
a national retailer to oc-
cupy the lower ground and 
2nd floor for both buildings 
combined.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A Manhattan-based developer is rumored to be in negotiations with the Swedish retailer H&M about 
occupying a vacant building on Jamaica Avenue. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued from Page 1

Jamaica 
buildings

“I still remember the 
day I arrived in China,” she 
said. “July 29, 1942.”

A victim of human 
trafficking, Lee was 
brought to China, where 
she was forced to serve as 
a sex slave inside a “com-
fort battalion” for officers 
in the Imperial Japanese 
Army.

Hundreds of thou-
sands of young women and 
girls were forced into slav-
ery, but the exact number 
is not known. Some victims 
were as young as 11.

Today the victims are 
known as Comfort Women.

“I hate that term,” Lee 
said about the label. “They 
abducted us, forcefully 
took us. Why would people 
call us Comfort Women? 
There is nothing comfort-
able about it.”

Lee, now 85, shared 
her story, via an interpret-
er, with Queensborough 
Community College July 11 
as part of the Asian Intern-
ship Program at the Kup-

ferberg Holocaust Resource 
Center.

Students in the pro-
gram met weekly to learn 
about the experience of 
Comfort Women during the 
war. At the culmination of 
the program, they inter-
viewed some of the Comfort 
Women, all living in South 
Korea, over Skype.

The school also offers 
a Holocaust Internship Pro-
gram, in which students 
learn about and interview 
Holocaust survivors.

“These are the most 
valuable people we have 
found, along with our Holo-
caust survivors, in telling 
the story of human rights,” 
Dr. Arthur Flug, executive 

director of the center, said.
Lee said most of the 

girls were too young to 
initially understand what 
comfort battalions, also 
called comfort stations, 
 were.

“But we were dragged 
there and it was hell,” she 
said. “It is not a place for a 
human being to live. It was 
a slaughterhouse where so 
many young girls died.”

Many women died in 
the camps, either by sui-
cide or at the hands of an 
officer. Lee herself had 
tried to commit suicide, 
and she showed the crowd 
the physical scars she still 
bears from the violence she 
experienced more than 70 

years ago.
She also shared the 

horrors of what she saw 
firsthand, such as a 14-year-
old girl who was stabbed to 
death on a public street, her 
body left for the dogs.

“What would her par-
ents do if they knew that 
happened to their daugh-
ter?” Lee said.

Today there are only 
58 known Comfort Women 
left in the world, all be-
tween the ages of 84 and 92, 
and they say they want one 
thing: a formal and sincere 
apology from the Japanese 
government for the system-
atic raping and torture of 
so many women.

“Japan denies this, but 
if Comfort Women are not 
real, then who is Ok Sun 
Lee who is here testifying 
today?” she said.

“I am so old, I am so 
weak,” she told the audi-
ence. “Please consider what 
would be the reason for me 
to make this long and ardu-
ous trip. It is to plead with 
you to help us resolve this 
issue as soon as possible 
because a lot of the survi-
vors are passing away one 
by one.”

(D-Sunnyside), U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Community 
Board 2 Chairman Joseph 
Conley. Two white horses 
hooked up to a carriage 
carried McCaffrey’s coffin 
to the funeral.

McCaffrey was born 
and raised by his parents, 
Walter and Marie, who 
were Irish immigrants, in 
Woodside, where he lived 
until his death. He was 
a graduate of Monsignor 
McClancy Memorial High 
School in East Elmhurst 
and went on to attend Iona 
College.

Crowley said at the 
funeral mass that he was 
humbled to be able to speak 
at his friend’s funeral.

“Walter was a true son 
of Woodside, but he was also 
a true son of Sunnyside,” he 
said. “He was clever, and he 
thought outside the box. He 
was passionate about the 
communities that he repre-
sented.”

McCaffrey was first 
elected to the Council in 
1985 and represented Wood-
side, Sunnyside and Long 
Island City in the 26th Dis-
trict for 16 years. He lost 
his seat to term limits in 

2001. He wrote landmark 
legislation requiring secu-
rity cameras at ATMs and 
restricting ATM surcharge 
fees, and was the lead spon-
sor of legislation banning 
or restricting adult estab-
lishments from middle-
class neighborhoods and 
school areas.

He also helped estab-
lish the first homeless shel-
ter for war veterans and 
the city’s first police sui-
cide prevention program, 
colleagues said. McCaffrey 
supported many commu-
nity services, including 
Woodside on the Move and 
the Sunnyside Community 
Services Center.

“When he rose to speak 
at the City Council, people 
listened,” Monsignor D. 
Joseph Finnerty said. “His 
words were always caring, 
sensitive, passionate, in-
spiring and they came from 
his heart.”

McCaffrey previously 
served as the Council’s 
chairman of the Zoning and 
Franchises Subcommittee, 
and served on the Land 
Use, Finance, Public Safety 
and Transportation com-
mittees. Before joining the 
Council, he was chairman 
of CB 2 and chief of staff to 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Andrew Stein and the 
late Congressman Thomas 
Manton.”

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Women
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Funeral

Ok Sun Lee (c.) shows audience members her foot and explains 
she still has a scar from an interaction with a military soldier while 
she was imprisoned as a sex slave for the Japanese Army during 
World War II. Photo by Bianca Fortis
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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