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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Advocates for a new park in 
Queens are quickly moving clos-
er to seeing their vision become 
reality.

The project proposes trans-
forming 3.5 miles of the deactivat-
ed Rockaway Beach branch into a 
public park, similar to Manhat-
tan’s High Line.

Operated by the Long Island 
Rail Road, the branch ran from 
Rego Park into the Rockaway 
Peninsula. Service ended more 
than 50 years ago and the line has 
sat in disrepair every since.

Advocates say completion 
of the project, called the Queen-
sWay, would result in 132,000 
square feet of new park space and 
an opportunity for new economic 
development in Queens.

The nonprofit Land in the 
Public Interest will soon an-
nounce the winner of a contract 
for a safety and feasibility study 

Continued on Page 43

BY RICH BOCKMANN

In the latest installment of 
the sweeping corruption probes 
to hit Queens, the president of a 
Laurelton nonprofit that received 
thousands of dollars in member 
items from several borough law-
makers was arrested Tuesday 
and charged with pocketing the 
cash, authorities said.

Van Holmes, president of 
the Young Leaders Institute Inc., 
was charged with filing false pa-
perwork to cover up more than 

$85,000 in city and state tax dol-
lars he allegedly stole from the 
nonprofit, state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said.

“Van Holmes pocketed tens 
of thousands of state and city tax-
payer dollars meant to help low-
income students and their fami-
lies,” the AG said. “The men and 
women elected to public office 
and put in charge of public service 
organizations have a special re-
sponsibility to protect the public 
interest. Working together with 

Continued on Page 46
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WATER WARRIORS
Brian Williams, who is currently undergoing rehabilitation thera-
py at Walter Reid Medical Center, stands on his surf board as he and 
other soldiers take part in water sports at the Wounded Warrior 
Project in the Rockaways. See coverage on Pages 5, 24. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

In a letter to Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
the city Department of 
Transportation, state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) has requested that 
CitiBike, New York City’s 
new bike-share program, 
be expanded into the neigh-
borhoods of Astoria and 
Woodside.

In the letter dated July 
11, Gianaris said with west-
ern Queens’ rapid growth, 
accompanying transporta-
tion needs  and residents’ 
love of cycling, CitiBike is 
perfect for the area. Since 
the program’s debut, Gia-
naris  said his office has 
been deluged with requests 
for CitiBike in Astoria and 
Woodside, as well as Sunny-
side and Long Island City.

And with community 
groups, businesses and cy-
clists in the communities 
in favor of the program, he 
is calling for those areas 
to be included in the pro-

gram’s expansion.
“I have lived in Astoria 

my whole life and can attest 
that it is rapidly emerging 
as one of New York City’s 
hottest neighborhoods,” 
Gianaris wrote. “Western 
Queens already has limited 
transportation options; 
as more and more people 
flock to this area, the need 
for transportation alterna-
tives grows clearer. Its resi-
dents should also enjoy this 
healthy and efficient way to 
move around the city.”

Gianaris’ letter comes 
after the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said in June that it is in 
talks with the DOT about 
expanding the CitiBike 
program to areas that will 
be affected by closures of 
the G train this summer, 
including Long Island City 
and Greenpoint, Brooklyn. 
Discussions are ongoing, 
an MTA spokeswoman 
said.

Back in June, City 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Manhattan-based 
real estate firm that lured 
Swedish retailer H&M to 
downtown Brooklyn’s revi-
talized Fulton Mall may be 
looking to do the same on 
Jamaica Avenue, a source 
said.

Earlier this month, 
the Swedish clothing re-
tailer opened its second 
Brooklyn location inside 
a 30,000-square-foot glass-
box building that developer 
United American Land be-
gan working on after it pur-
chased the property for $12 
million in 2005.

The project was part of 
United American’s trans-
formation of a 300,000-
square-foot, landmarked 
Beaux Arts building next 
door into a mixed-use de-
velopment with big-name 
retailers on the ground 
floor and about 100 luxury 
rentals above.

Last August, the com-
pany paid $14 million for a 
three-floor, 49,000-square-
foot building on Jamaica 
Avenue between 160th 
and 161st streets, and the 
source said UAL executive 
 Al Laboz is rumored to be 
in talks with H&M about 
occupying the first and sec-
ond floors.

Laboz declined to com-
ment.

The building, a long-
vacant former furniture 
store, at 160-08 Jamaica 
Ave., was purchased from 
the Port Chester-based 
Poko Partners and the Co-
hen family, which owns the 

Conway retail store on the 
block to the west. 

In 2004, the Cohen fam-
ily paid $4.4 million for the 
landmarked former home of 
the Jamaica Savings Bank, 
which is separated from the 
former furniture store by a 
10-story building owned by 
Trans World Equities.

The Conway compa-
ny also owns the variety 
retailer Brands for Less, 
which occupies the ground 
floor of the Trans World 
building.

A source said the team 
was looking to assemble all 
three buildings but could 

not cut a deal with Trans 
World, and in 2010 the real 
estate investment trust 
that held its $25 million 
mortgage on the furniture 
store filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy.

Petra Capital Manage-
ment, the company that 
managed the trust, sold 
the building off to United 
American.

The Cohen family sold 
the former bank to Trans 
World for $3.4 million ear-
lier this year, and the com-
pany has hired a realtor to 
market it and the 10-story 
tower as a mix-use invest-

ment.
“We are working with 

several local investors and 
REITs for retail and resi-
dential development on top,” 
realtor Stevie Haber, of the 
Haber Realty Group, wrote 
in an e-mail. “[There] is a 
high level of interest from 
a national retailer to oc-
cupy the lower ground and 
2nd floor for both buildings 
combined.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris is asking Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the city Department of Transportation to expand the CitiBike 
program into Astoria and Woodside. AP Photo/Craig Ruttle

A Manhattan-based developer is said to be in talks with the Swedish retailer H&M about occupying a 
vacant building on Jamaica Avenue. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Pol wants CitiBike 
to come to Astoria

H&M eyed for Jamaica Ave.
Developer said to be in talks with retailer for vacant building

Continued on Page 43
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BY PHIL CORSO

The city is considering the 
co-location of a charter school at 
Martin Van Buren High School in 
Queens Village that could cut 500 
seats, a city Education Depart-
ment spokesman said, despite 
borough leaders’ concerns.

Northeast Queens officials 
have been pulling for the school 
to bounce back under the guid-
ance of new Principal Sam Sochet 
after its progress reports dropped 
from B in 2008 to C in 2012.  And 
just as Sochet wrapped up his 
first year in charge, the higher-
ups at the DOE confirmed a po-
tential charter school could move 
into the Martin Van Buren build-
ing as early as the 2014-15 school 
year and force a reduction in cur-
rent seats to accommodate the 
new facility.

DOE spokesman Devon Pug-
lia said the Hillside Avenue high 
school was chosen in response to 
community calls for more edu-

cational opportunities in their 
neighborhoods. A formal propos-
al, however, has yet to be made.

“This new school will deliver 
great outcomes for neighborhood 
students,” Puglia said. “Parents 
in this community are clamoring 
for, and will continue to demand, 
more high-quality options, and 

we’re going to keep delivering 
them.”

But elected officials who have 
been advocating for the school’s 
rebound said the plan was, in fact, 
undermining the community’s ef-
forts and counteracting any signs 
of recovery.

“I have made the rehabilita-

tion of Martin Van Buren one of 
my top education priorities since 
taking office and strongly pushed 
to have new leadership installed 
at the school,” state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said. “This 
new leadership has finally be-
gun to turn the school around. 
Yet now, the [DOE] is set to undo 
all these positive changes with a 
proposed co-location, which will 
divert the necessary resources 
that Martin Van Buren needs to 
continue to thrive.”

Since Sochet signed on, civic 
leaders and elected officials said 
he has helped reform the school’s 
reputation as a neighborhood 
school. He launched a pre-medical 
program through North Shore-
LIJ earlier this year and an-
nounced forensics and computer 
technology internship programs 
to attract more local students to 
the school.

“Principal Sam Sochet has 
made amazing strides toward 
making Van Buren a destination 

high school,” said City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens). “What the DOE is 
proposing could undo all of the 
progress the administration and 
teachers have made so far.”

City and state officials took 
to the school’s front steps Monday 
to call on the DOE to solicit pub-
lic input before making any deci-
sions final. Puglia also confirmed 
public feedback process would be-
gin later this year before the plan 
is put to a vote at an October Panel 
for Educational Policy meeting.

“Reducing seats at Martin 
Van Buren High School is a slap 
in the face to our community, 
which has fought to turn around 
the school,” said state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows). “For 12 years, we have 
seen far too many comprehensive 
high schools experience co-loca-
tion, resulting in underfunded 
programs, overcrowding classes 
and ultimately a spiral of aca-
demic decline.”

United Federation of Teachers representative Washington Sanchez (c.) urges the 
city Education Department to leave Martin Van Buren High School alone so it can 
continue working on improving its grades. Photo by Phil Corso

Queens Village HS battles city co-location plan
Education Department plan to install charter school could cut 500 seats from Martin Van Buren

179-28 Union Turnpike, Fresh Meadows, NY 11366
(2 Blocks East of St. John’s University)
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

With a weak fund-
raising showing that put 
him hundreds of thousands 
of dollars behind the top 
contenders in the borough 
president race, City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) announced over 
the weekend he was drop-
ping out of the contest.

“After careful consid-
eration, my family and I be-
lieve, due to personal mat-
ters, this is the best course 
of action,” the term-limited 
southeast Queens lawmak-
er said in a statement re-
leased Saturday, two days 
before the deadline to file 
his disclosure with the city 
Campaign Finance Board.

“Queens is one of 
the greatest boroughs in 
our city, and I am thank-
ful to everyone for the op-
portunity to showcase my 
platform for inclusion and 
empowerment and express 

my passion for the 
borough that was 
afforded me in this 
race,” he added. “I 

am looking forward to serv-
ing the people of Queens — 
in one capacity or another 
— for a long time to come.”

Comrie would not 
elaborate on his reasons 
for pulling out of the race, 
and said he was looking 
forward to serving out the 
rest of his final term on the 
Council.

The head of the bor-
ough’s Council delegation 
and chairman of the Coun-
cil Land Use Committee 
said he was “still trying to 
see what’s next” for him in 
life after public office.

From the outset of his 
bid to be borough presi-
dent, Comrie lagged behind 
two well-funded competi-
tors — Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
former Councilwoman Me-
linda Katz — when it came 
to fund-raising and failed 
to pick up a couple of key 
endorsements.

The latest campaign 
finance filings for the pe-
riod from May 12 through 
July 11 show Comrie pulled 

in $22,080 for a total take of 
about $168,000.

With approximately 
$40,000 in cash on hand, his 
war chest is behind those of 
Vallone and Katz, who are 
running hard through the 
final push to the Sept. 10 
Democratic primary.

Vallone banked $40,015 
during the last filing pe-
riod, putting him on top of 
the field of candidates with 
a total haul of more than $1 
million.

He has almost $578,000 
on hand, setting up a show-
down with Katz, who has 
more than $404,000.

She raised $173,854 
through the last period, 
putting her total at just un-
der $640,000.

Katz has been endorsed 
by the Rev. Floyd Flake, of 
the Greater A.M.E. Cathe-
dral and the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, two key nods 
political observers say 
Comrie missed out on due, 
in part, to his poor fund-
raising.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) raised $13,667 
from mid-May through 
June 11 for a total of more 
than $70,000.

With a little more than 
$51,000 on hand, he remains 
defiantly in the race.

Astoria businessman 
Tony Arcabascio, who is 
running on the GOP line, 
has raised $4,510.

BY JOE ANUTA

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) is hoping 
voters will spring for his 
no-nonsense approach to 
government and plans to 
run a more inclusive office 
should he be elected as the 
next borough president.

Avella has represent-
ed portions of northeast 
Queens in the state Senate 
since 2009 and served in the 
City Council beforehand 
beginning in 2001.

“I know the system 
from the bottom up,” he 
said during an interview 
with TimesLedger Newspa-
pers last week.

Avella is running in 
a Democratic primary 
against former Council-
woman Melinda Katz and 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria). Astoria 
businessman Tony Arca-
bascio is running on the 
Republican line.

The Whitestone resi-
dent believes Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 
successor needs to do a bet-
ter job of bringing more 
groups to the table.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple out there who feel disaf-
fected and they are not part 
of the process,” he said. “I 
think that is one of the ma-
jor issues the borough pres-
ident has to address.”

As a public safety ex-
ample, Avella noted that 

he has worked with a large 
swath of groups across 
Queens, often outside his 
Senate district, and could 
act as a liaison between the 
Muslim and Sikh commu-
nities and the NYPD over 
controversial policies like 
stop-and-frisk, which he is 

not a fan of.
Another public safety 

policy he would 
push is the divi-
sion of two sprawl-
ing Queens police 
precincts — the 105th and 
109th — which he said are 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The borough’s South Asian com-
munity last week cautiously celebrat-
ed the news that the city Board of Elec-
tions will provide Bengali-language 
ballots for this year’s city elections.

“By providing translated bal-
lots and language assistance in Ben-
gali, we are ensuring that all voters 
in Queens have the resources they 
need to fully exercise their right to 
vote in the upcoming elections,” said 
state Assemblyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck), whose district stretch-
ing from Bellerose to Richmond Hill 
was redrawn after the 2010 census in 
a deliberate move to consolidate the 
electoral power of Queens’ fractured 
South Asian community. “This is one 
critical step towards improving voter 
access and increasing voter participa-
tion for all New Yorkers.”

The census also determined that 
Queens’ South Asian population — 

hailing from countries such as India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka  
— had grown large enough to trigger 
a provision of the Voting Rights Act 
requiring the BOE to translate ballots 
and provide language assistance for 
the minority community. Bengali, the 
most widely used language by South 
Asians in Queens, was chosen.

But since the U.S. Census Bureau 
made its determination in October 
2011, four election cycles have come 
and gone without the translated bal-
lots.

Valerie Vazquez, a spokeswoman 
for the BOE, said the delay was caused 
by technical difficulties in getting the 
electronic voting machines the board 
uses to read the Bengali text. In the 
interim, translators and other assis-
tance have been provided to voters, 
and the board said it will be in com-

Glenn Magpantay, of the Asian American 
Legal Defense and Education Fund (l.), 
and Nadira Khanam explain their lawsuit 
against the city Board of Elections over ac-
cess to Bengali-language ballots. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

State Sen. Tony Avella says he would push for two Queens police precincts, the 105th and 109th, to be 
split because they cover too much territory. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman Leroy Comrie 
speaks at state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim’s inauguration in 
February. Comrie recently 
dropped out of the borough 
president’s race following a 
lackluster fund-raising take.

South Asians await Bengali ballots

Avella as beep to speak for all
Senator runs on platform of public safety, responsible development

Comrie makes exit 
from boro prez race

Continued on Page 46
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

They were hurt serv-
ing their country and not 
even the devastation left 
in Superstorm Sandy’s 
wake could stop Rockaway 
residents from honoring 
a group of 32 soldiers dur-
ing the annual three-day 
Wounded Warrior Project.

Organizers pulled out 
all the stops to find new lo-
cations to hold water sports 
like surfing, scuba diving, 
kayaking and water ski-
ing because the Rockaway 
Point Yacht Club was still 
rebuilding from the storm 
that ravaged the Rockaway 
peninsula seven months 
ago.

“[Sandy] destroyed 
so many parts of the com-
munity,” said Albion Gior-
dano, one of Wounded War-
rior’s founders. “We kind of 
went into this saying, ‘Hey, 
we understand if we are not 
going to do it this year,’ and 
this community was ada-

mant. ‘No. The soldiers will 
come back. We will do this 
again.’

A few adjustments had 
to be made, however, to how 
the program was run in 

previous years.
In the past, soldiers 

stayed at the homes of 
Rockaway residents and 
developed long-term friend-
ships with their hosts, he 

said. But this year partici-
pants were put up at hotels 
because many volunteers’ 
homes were destroyed 
or badly damaged by the 
storm.

And instead of Breezy 
Point as the site of most of 
the water sports, surfing 
and scuba diving were held 
on Rockaway Beach at 63rd 
Street with assistance from 
the Parks Department and 
the Arverne by the Sea de-
velopment. Kayaking and 
boats to transport warriors 
to an area for waterskiing 
were launched from Riis 
Landing.

And this year’s fes-
tivities were also without 
“Sopranos” star James 
Gandolfini, who led the 
welcome parade through 
the Rockaways and died 
last month.

“This community 
has been opening up their 
hearts and their homes for 
the past to the Wounded 
Warrior for nine years,” 
Giordano said before a cer-
emony Saturday where he 
accepted a $100,000 dona-
tion from the Rockaway 
Legends in Valor group.

Ryan Williams, 14, 

also handed over a check 
of $200, which he raised by 
selling bracelets made of 
cord that could be used in 
emergencies.

Giordano said Wound-
ed Warriors began when 
several individuals started 
making backpacks for sol-
diers coming out of the 
hospital after they were 
wounded.

“When you are wound-
ed, they cut all your gear 
off,” he said. “We filled 50 
backpacks with socks, and 
some shirts and underwear 
and CD players and phone 
cards and brought them 
to Walter Reid.  They said, 
‘That’s great. Do you have 
50 more?’ And that’s liter-
ally how it started.”

The organization’s four 
main pillars are mental and 
physical health, economic 
empowerment and engage-
ment with their peers and 
society, Giordano said. He 
explained that many of 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
America’s pastime 

paid tribute to those who 
served in the name of Old 
Glory when Major League 
Baseball unveiled a reno-
vated outdoor space at the 
Veterans Affairs hospital 
in St. Albans earlier this 
week.

Volunteers with Re-
building Together NYC put 
the finishing touches on 
the landscaped area Mon-
day afternoon on the eve of 
the league’s All-Star game 
at Citi Field.

“Every year it is an 
important tradition for 
Major League Baseball to 
give back in a meaningful 
way to the community that 
supports the mid-summer 
classic,” said MLB Com-
missioner Bud Selig. “Our 
goal is to leave a lasting 
and enduring legacy in the 

New York community by 
supporting unique commu-
nity projects that make a 
difference in people’s lives, 
like St. Albans community 
living center.”

Selig said the league 
has invested more than $57 
million in communities 
since 1997 and will spread 
more than $5 million 
around the New York area 
this year.

The VA hospital space 
that is lush with new plant-
ings, a strolling walkway, 
benches and a gazebo was 
once nothing more than 
a dirt patch with a few 
shrubs, and veteran Antho-
ny Soto said it will give the 
hospital’s residents a place 
to go.

“Major League Base-
ball really stepped up and 
gave us a place where we 
can really enjoy ourselves,” 
said the U.S. Marine Corps 

vet. “It’s giving a lot of vet-
erans a great opportunity 
to get outdoors.”

New York Mets Chair-
man Fred Wilpon co-found-
ed the charity group Wel-
come Back Veterans five 
years ago, with the intent 
of bringing medical issues 
such as post-traumatic 
stress disorder to the fore-
front through private/pub-
lic partnerships with the 
VA.

“One goal was to cre-
ate an awareness around 
this country that there’s 
99 percent and 1 percent 
serving and we have to un-
derstand more about the 1 
percent,” he said. “We’re 
pushing very hard so that 
someday all through this 
country you’ll be able to get 
the same treatment, as a 
veteran, for mental health 
issues as you do for physi-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The 84th annual Major 
League Baseball All-Star 
Game provided fans with 
memories that will last a 
lifetime even if the game 
itself was not riveting.

For a New York Mets 
fan like myself, who had the 
opportunity of being at Citi 
Field for the contest Tues-
day, you got all you could 
ask for outside of a win as 
the American League beat 
the National League 3-0 to 
end its three-year winning 
streak. The NL managed 
just three hits, one belong-
ing to the Mets’ David 
Wright.

There was a buzz in 
the building from the be-
ginning with Mets phe-
nom Matt Harvey getting 
the start for the National 
League. The crowd of 

45,186, the largest in Citi 
Field history, was made up 
mostly of those rooting for 
the Amazin’s in Harvey 
and Wright All-Star game 
T-shirts.

For a Mets fan, it was 
fun to see what a full sta-
dium looked and felt like. 
Of late the team has been 
struggling, and the All-
Star Game gave the oppor-
tunity for the Queens team 
to showcase its stud pitcher 
in front of the world.

They chanted Har-
vey’s name after his intro-
duction. It was the finish to 
tremendous pageantry to 
open the event, including a 
huge American flag in the 
outfield. The team intro-
ductions were filled with 
cheers for the Mets’ Wright, 
Harvey and manager Terry 
Collins, along with former 
Amazin’s manager Dave 

Johnson, now with the 
Washington Nationals, 
and slugger Carlos Beltran, 
who played in Queens from 
2005-11 and now is with the 
St. Louis Cardinals.

There were boos, too, 
for members of the Phila-
delphia Phillies and At-
lanta Braves and the Cardi-
nals’ Yadier Molina, whose 
home run beat the Mets in 
the 2006 NL Championship 
Series.

A number of players 
brought small American 
flags to veterans of the 
U.S. armed forces during 
a touching moment in the 
opening ceremony. The 
first pitch of the game was 
tossed by Mets legend Tom 
Seaver to Wright, who had 
to make a lunging catch to 
save Seaver’s throw from 
hitting the dirt.

Wounded Warriors Perry Maynor (l.) and Jamel Abdul Aziz give thumbs up after scuba diving on 63rd 
Street on Rockaway Beach. See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Christina Santucci

Game at Citi Field is night 
for Mets fans to remember 

MLB gives All-Star Week gift
to St. Albans Veterans hospital

Sandy no match for Rockaway vet event

Continued on Page 23 Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 46
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

In southeast Queens, 
where the issues of racism 
and gun violence  — and the 
point where the two often 
meet — are everyday reali-
ties, the acquittal of George 
Zimmerman Saturday 
night in the killing of 17-
year-old Trayvon Martin 
has sparked impassioned 
conversations about preju-
dice in America.

“You don’t even have 
to be white anymore. You 
can just look white and you 
can get away murdering a 
black child,” Winston Hur-
ley said at a forum about 
the trial in South Jamaica 
Tuesday night.

Since the Florida 
jury’s controversial deci-
sion Saturday, community 
members have been over-
whelmed with frustration 
that the letter of the law ap-
peared to be followed, and 
that in places as different 
as Florida and New York 
City, the deck seems to be 
stacked against minorities.

State Sen. James Sand-
ers, Jr. (D-Jamaica) set 
up the forum in the days 
following the verdict and 
convened a panel of legal 
experts and community 
leaders to perform what he 
called an autopsy to find out 
how “we got a dead, stink-
ing result from a trial like 
that.” He said the meeting 
was a chance for the more 
than 100 attendees to come 
to terms with the jury’s de-
cision, vent and then work 
toward strategies to deal 
with what everyone agreed 
was a great injustice.

Leonard Baynes, a law 
professor at St. John’s Uni-
versity and director of the 
school’s Center for Human 
Rights and Economic De-
velopment, discussed the 
way the jury was instruct-
ed not to consider Martin’s 
and Zimmerman’s races, 
and said Florida’s “stand 
your ground” law placed 
the burden on the state to 
disprove Zimmerman’s 
claim of self-defense.

Those at the meeting 
discussed ways to combat 
racism, such as working to 
change negative portrayals 
of minorities in the media 
 and putting pressure on the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
to investigate federal hate 
crime charges against Zim-
merman.

 Norman Siegel, former 
director of the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, said 
the Justice Department 
may have just as much dif-
ficulty arguing hate crime 
charges as the Florida 
prosecutors had with their 
case.

“I don’t want people to 
be given false expectations. 
We see so many politicians 
and people signing petitions 
calling on the Department 
of Justice. [The DOJ] didn’t 
help us with Sean Bell,” he 
said. “I’m not saying don’t 
 answer the call, and I’m not 
saying don’t sign the peti-
tion, but don’t put your eggs 

in that basket.”
Siegel said he thought 

the best course of action 
would be for the Martin 
family to file a civil suit 
against Zimmerman in 
which he would be required 
to testify.

Attendees at the forum 
discussed what they could 
to do to prevent something 
like Martin’s killing from 
ever happening again, such 
as working to combat racial 
stereotypes.

The Rev. Phil Craig, 
head of the Queens chapter 
of the National Action Net-
work, is helping organize a 
protest outside the Federal 
Court House at 500 Pearl 
St. in Manhattan Saturday 
at noon.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) stood 
with members of the city’s 
congressional delegation 
outside the building Mon-
day and called on the Jus-
tice Department to investi-
gate Martin’s killing.

“Our justice system 
and political system in-
clude processes and proce-
dures by which citizens can 
continue to pursue justice 
for Trayvon Martin, includ-
ing – as my colleagues and 
I are doing today – calling 
on the Justice Department, 
first, to review this case for 
civil rights violations; and 
second, to monitor ‘stand-
your-ground’ laws to as-
certain whether they are 
having a racially disparate 
impact,” he said.

State Sen. James Sanders (l.) and his panel of legal experts 
and community leaders discuss the Trayvon Martin case. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

SE Queens mulls over 
Zimmerman verdict

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 
5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 
9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. 
These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or 
MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 
17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold 
and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater 
(maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 
for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each 
transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

No Penalty Rate Pricing

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

A protestor wears an image 
of Trayvon Martin and a bullet 
shell keychain from a lanyard 
during a demonstration in Los 
Angeles in reaction to the ver-
dict. AP Photo/Jae C. Hong
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

When Tyra Porinchak, 
15, a student at German-
American School in Frank-
lin Square visited Ger-
many last summer (2012), 
all those years of Friday 
night German classes 
clicked and she became 
determined to return as 
soon as possible.  One 
thing she knew that she 
had to do was to improve 
her German language 
skills as much as pos-
sible – an extra challenge 
for a student who has no 
family members possess-
ing more than a rudimen-
tary background in the 
language.  Tyra worked 
hard over the year to as-
similate the material pre-
sented in class and find 
ways to help supplement 
her learning and practice 
of the language and her 
efforts showed.

Flipping through a copy 
of German Life Magazine 
this past spring, an ad-

TYRA PORINCHAK WINS 
CONCORDIA GERMAN-LANGUAGE 

IMMERSION OPPORTUNITY

vertisement for Concordia 
College’s German Immer-
sion Camp caught her eye 
as the perfect opportu-
nity to further her efforts.  
When German School 
classmate Melissa Davide 
– a previous attendee of 
the camp – urged Tyra to 
apply for the scholarship, 
she was only too willing!  
Hearing about and re-
searching the camp’s ac-

tivities in combination with 
German language learning 
motivated Tyra to write the 
poem for which she was 
selected as the recipient 
of the 2014 Scholarship. 

As the artist who de-
signed the logo used by 
German-American School 
of New York, and a dancer 
with the Schlierachtaler 
Stamm Bavarian Dance 
group of Franklin Square, 
Tyra is looking forward to 
new opportunities to pro-
mote and engage in Ger-
man language and culture 
through her experience 
gained at Concordia next 
summer.

For further information 
on the German American 
School Please contact 
them at 212-787-7543. 
They have four convenient 
locations in the Greater 
New York area: Ridge-
wood, Manhattan, Franklin 
Square and Garden City.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

MASPETH — Police were hunting for a Bronx man sus-
pected of restraining and beating his ex-wife for hours in 
Maspeth before swiping money and phones, the 104th Pre-
cinct’s commander said.

On June 30 at 3:15 p.m., police believe 38-year-old Ed-
mund Manuel broke into his former spouse’s Maspeth home 
on 57th Drive, said Capt. Christopher Manson, the new head 
of the 104th.

Manuel then allegedly tied up his ex with duct tape and 
severely beat her for several hours, Manson said. The woman 
was in and out of consciousness, and by the time she awoke 
her attacker had  fled, Manson said.

Manuel is also suspected of stealing cash and phones 
from the house, as well as the victim’s car, the 104th com-
mander said.

Manuel was  described by police as a 150-pound Asian man with black hair and brown 
eyes. His last known address was 2414 Bathgate Ave. in the Bronx, authorities said.

Manuel was at the top of the precinct’s manhunt list, Manson said.
Anyone with information about the suspect is asked to call Detective Christopher 

Spagnola at 718-417-2200 or the Detective Borough Queens North line at 718-520-9200.

ROCKAWAYS — A Rockaway Beach 
woman was arrested and charged with 
Custodial Interference after she kidnapped 
her son this week.

On July 16 at 3:03 p.m., Marina Lopez, 
25, took her 7-month-old son, Mario Danner, 
from a child services facility in Manhattan 

during a supervised visit. The woman does 
not have custody of the boy.

Both mother and child were found 
and determined to be in good condition. 
The child was brought to a hospital for pre-
cautionary reasons and Lopez is in police 
custody.

EAST ELMHURST - Two suspects were wanted by the NYPD in connection with a 
burglary at a diner last week within the confines of the 114th Precinct.

According to police, on July 8 at 4:25 a.m., the first suspect entered the Jackson Hole 
Diner at 69-35 Astoria Blvd. and removed the ATM machine from inside, while a second 
suspect acted as a lookout. 

Both suspects fled in a light-colored Honda CRV. No injuries were reported.

ATM stolen from E. Elmhurst diner: NYPD

Richmond Hill man killed in motor vehicle accident
ROSEDALE — A young man from 

Richmond Hill was killed last week when 
his convertible spun out of control and 
flipped over on the Sunrise Highway, po-
lice said.

Davinder Singh, 29, was driving his 
2002 Ford Mustang west near Brookville 
Boulevard in the early morning hours of 
July 11 when he apparently lost control 
while changing lanes, the NYPD said.

Singh’s car spun clockwise before hit-
ting a curb and turning over on its roof on 
the grass shoulder, the preliminary inves-
tigation showed.

When the police arrived, they found 
Singh unconscious with severe trauma 
to his body and he was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead, 
police said.

EDMUND MANUEL

Kidnapped baby boy from boro found by police

Search on for ex-husband in Maspeth attack: Cops
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
More than 150 people 

attended the funeral Mon-
day of Walter McCaffrey, 
a former city councilman 
who friends and officials 
described as a brilliant, 
warm   and witty man dedi-
cated to his community.

Family and friends 
said McCaffrey, who was 
64, died July 10 following 
a brief illness. McCaffrey 
had been suffering from 
complications after a car 
accident several weeks ago, 
according to Liz Goff, a 
friend for many years.

McCaffrey is survived 
by his wife, Janice, who he 
was separated from. He had 
no children.

His funeral was held at 
St. Sebastian Roman Cath-
olic Church in Woodside 
and drew a large crowd of 
mourners, including Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Community 
Board 2 Chairman Joseph 
Conley. Two white horses 
hooked up to a carriage 
carried McCaffrey’s coffin 
to the funeral.

McCaffrey was born 
and raised by his parents, 
Walter and Marie, who 
were Irish immigrants, in 
Woodside, where he lived 
until his death. He was 
a graduate of Monsignor 
McClancy Memorial High 
School in East Elmhurst 
and went on to attend Iona 
College.

Crowley said at the 
funeral mass that he was 
humbled to be able to speak 
at his friend’s funeral.

“Walter was a true son 
of Woodside, but he was also 
a true son of Sunnyside,” he 
said. “He was clever, and he 
thought outside the box. He 
was passionate about the 
communities that he repre-
sented.”

McCaffrey was first 
elected to the Council in 
1985 and represented Wood-
side, Sunnyside and Long 
Island City in the 26th Dis-
trict for 16 years. He lost 
his seat to term limits in 

2001. He wrote landmark 
legislation requiring secu-
rity cameras at ATMs and 
restricting ATM surcharge 
fees, and was the lead spon-
sor of legislation banning 
or restricting adult estab-
lishments from middle-
class neighborhoods and 
school areas.

He also helped estab-
lish the first homeless shel-
ter for war veterans and 
the city’s first police sui-

cide prevention program, 
colleagues said. McCaffrey 
supported many commu-
nity services, including 
Woodside on the Move and 
the Sunnyside Community 
Services Center.

“When he rose to speak 
at the City Council, people 
listened,” Monsignor D. 
Joseph Finnerty said. “His 
words were always caring, 
sensitive, passionate, in-
spiring and they came from 

his heart.”
McCaffrey previously 

served as the Council’s 
chairman of the Zoning and 
Franchises Subcommittee, 
and served on the Land 
Use, Finance, Public Safety 
and Transportation com-
mittees. Before joining the 
Council, he was chairman 
of CB 2 and chief of staff to 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Andrew Stein and the 
late Congressman Thomas 
Manton.”

After the mass, many 
who attended the church 
service, including Van 
Bramer, who knew McCaf-
frey for nearly 20 years, 
said his memory would live 
on for years to come.

“Walter knew the dis-
trict and the people incred-
ibly well,” he said. “I ap-
preciated his wisdom. It’s 
sad he died so young, but he 
was really a legendary fig-
ure in our community.”

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

BREAKING NEWS

BY PHIL CORSO

Business owners who 
work in the shadow of Citi 
Field used this week’s Ma-
jor League Baseball All-
Star Game festivities as an 
opportunity to shed light 
on the harsh realities they 
contend go under the radar 
just across the street.

Inside the ballpark, 
swarms of sports fans en-
joyed the baseball spotlight 
with the Home Run Derby 
Monday and the annual 
All-Star Game the follow-
ing evening. But just before 
Tuesday’s first pitch, auto 
shop owners held up signs 
accusing the city of work-
ing with their neighbor’s 
home team to kick them out 
in accordance with city’s 
ambitious redevelopment 
plans.

“A lot of people have 
the impression that the 
Mets are doing well,” said 
Discount Mufflers owner 
Jamie Satti, of the team 
across 126th Avenue. “They 
have no idea what they are 
doing to the business own-
ers in Willets Point.”

Satti and a crowd of 
fellow business owners and 
supporters rallied Tuesday 
evening against the city for 
serving them with eviction 
notices in front of his 37-03 
126th St. business just as 
the crowd grew for the big 
game. He said he hoped the 
timing would help draw 
attention to the auto shop 
haven’s rocky and dirty 
streets littered with pud-
dles of standing water and 
neglect.

“Nobody cares what is 
going to happen to us,” he 
said. “We have no voice and 
no support.”

The eviction notices 
came this week from the 
city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. as the result of 
more than 10 years of re-
development negotiations 
involving Willets Point’s 
future, which will include 
retail, hotel, commercial 
and residential upgrades. 
A spokesman for the EDC 
said the first phase of the 
project included the reno-
vation of the 23-acre piece 
of land in 2014 at the heart 
of Tuesday’s protest.

Auto shop owners like 
Satti have been told they 
were offered the city’s sup-
port in relocating their 
shops elsewhere to com-
munities like Maspeth, 
but many said the help has 
been lackluster and half-
hearted.

“The city is lying to us 
about this relocation plan,” 
said Marco Neira, a tenant 
in Willets Point and presi-
dent of the Willets Point De-
fense Committee. “We pay 
taxes every year and these 
are the conditions we have 
to show for it. If they want 
this land, they have to give 
us a place to go.”

The Queens Business 
Outreach Center of Corona 
released a report this week 
outlining the importance 
of the Willets Point auto 
repair district, referring to 
it as a unique, regional des-
tination with about 150 pre-
dominately Latino and im-
migrant-owned businesses 
and about 1,711 workers.

For months, the city 
has been shutting down 
businesses throughout the 
$3 billion project’s footprint 
on the grounds of newfound 
safety issues and construc-

Two white horses are hooked up to a carriage, which carried Walter McCaffrey’s coffin to his funeral 
in Woodside. Photo by Christina Santucci

McCaffrey, 64, laid to rest
Hundreds gather for former city councilman’s funeral in Woodside

Willets Point shops 
fi ght city evictions

Continued on Page 46

Marco Neira (second from l.) stands with Jamie Satti (third from 
l.) to protest the city’s attempts to relocate their small businesses 
out of Willets Point. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Then-City Councilman Walter McCaffrey (l.), St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Grand Marshal Thomas Manton, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
and Council Speaker Peter Vallone Sr. during an event in 1994. 

Photo by Walter Karling
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
Queens elected of-

ficials blasted House Re-
publicans last week for 
passing a revised farm bill 
that stripped funding for 
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, 
commonly known as food 
stamps, but retained agri-
culture subsidies.

The House approved 
the legislation by a vote of 
216-208 July 11, removing 
funding for SNAP as well 
as the Emergency Food 
Assistance Program, also 
a federal program, which 
provides emergency food to 
low-income individuals.

The original farm 
bill was voted down by the 
House June 20 234-195. The 
House acted after the Sen-
ate passed a five-year farm 
bill June 10 to reauthorize 
agricultural programs, 
with a final vote of 66-27.

The original bill — 
which would have slashed 

more than $20 billion from 
the food stamp program 
— was met with criticism 
from U.S. Rep. Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
who joined representatives 

from Food Bank for New 
York City at a press confer-
ence in June to decry the 
proposed cuts.

Queens officials, in-
cluding Crowley, expressed 

concern over last week’s 
vote and called the decision 
unacceptable.

“For decades, Con-
gress has agreed that as 
we make investments to 

help American farmers, we 
must also help put some of 
that food on the tables of 
our most vulnerable,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, that 
long-standing agreement 
was broken when House 
Republicans brought to the 
floor a bill to renew our 
farm assistance programs, 
but not our nutrition assis-
tance programs.

“That’s not accept-
able,” he continued. “It’s 
not humane and I will keep 
up the fight to make sure 
Congress focuses as much 
on helping hungry chil-
dren, families and seniors 
as it does our farming pro-
grams.”

Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) decried the deci-
sion and said it “stabs in 
the back” millions of peo-
ple who depend on the pro-
grams, including the poor 
and elderly.

“After the original 
farm bill was defeated last 
month, I applauded the 

House for throwing it in the 
trash, and that’s where this 
revised measure belongs 
as well,” Meng said. “I sup-
port the agricultural indus-
try and will continue to do 
so, but I refused to support 
a draconian bill that does 
not fund food stamps and 
fails to address our nation’s 
agriculture policy in the 
proper way.”

According to Crowley, 
nearly 2 million residents 
in the city depend on SNAP. 
The city may lose an esti-
mated 200 million meals for 
low-income New Yorkers.

The SNAP program 
expires Sept. 30, according 
to a spokesman for Crow-
ley. It is up to Congress to 
reinstate it. 

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (c.), at a press conference in June decrying cuts to the food stamps program, 
said the city may now lose an estimated 200 million meals.

Boro leaders blame GOP for food stamp cuts

ADOPT A PET
Cats in the Cradle and North Shore Animal League America

212 - 45 26th Ave 
Bayside, NY 
SUN JULY 21 • 12PM – 5PM

212 4545 22266th AAA212 4455 222666th AAAA

Bay Terrace 
Shopping Cntr

AnimalLeague.org • 1.877.4.SAVE.PET Like us on

Success Academy Charter Schools
is applying to open new elementary public  

charter schools in CSD 27 and CSD 29.

When:  August 2014  
Where: Community School Districts 27 and 29
Grades: K and 1st grade for the 2014-2015 school year and serving K-8th grade at full scale

Success Academy has a proven record of excellence, with our 
scholars consistently scoring in the top 5% of all 3,500 public 
schools in New York State for reading, science and math. 

To learn more about Success Academy’s proposed new 
schools, please visit: SuccessAcademies.org/NewSchools

We encourage your input:  
NewSchools@SuccessAcademies.org
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TLHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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OTHER VOICES

Americans need to wake up on pipeline

I
nteresting. Here in the 
United States, we still 
have average citizens 
rooting for the Key-

stone XL pipeline carrying 
the Canadian tar sands oil 
from Alberta to refineries 
in Texas, thinking it will in 
some way make our coun-
try oil independent and 
make gas prices lower.

In fact, the Koch broth-
ers and fellow tar sands 

investors are the only ones 
who will be benefit, as well 
as the oil conglomerates 
who will sell that refined 
oil overseas.

The Canadians, it 
seems, are more realistic 
concerning the environ-
mental dangers of piping 
their own tar sands within 
their own land. They have 
put a kibosh on their North-
ern Gateway pipeline, a 

pipeline to cross Canada to 
their own refineries.

The reason is the po-
tential environmental di-
sasters from the inevitable 
oil spills. They realize how 
damaging it would be to 
their country to have their 
own tar sands piped across 
their own land.

Is America’s land less 
precious than Canada’s? 
Are Americans more naive 

than Canadians, more eas-
ily manipulated by the true 
benefactors of this impend-
ing horror? Are we going to 
wake up and follow the lead 
of Canada or will we re-
main duped and watch the 
contamination of our soil 
and drinking water?

Time will tell.

Nicholas Zizelis
Amagansett, L.I.

A TRAGIC CASE
The Florida jury’s decision to acquit George Zim-

merman in the shooting death of unarmed black teen-
ager Trayvon Martin reverberated through Queens and 
the rest of the city, where calls were issued to dismantle 
“shoot first” laws.

The jury of five white women and one Hispanic wom-
an reached the verdict that Zimmerman had the right to 
defend himself under Florida’s Stand Your Ground law. 
Whether racism influenced their deliberations may never 
be known, but some legal experts contend the panel could 
not have found Zimmerman guilty under the controver-
sial law because the prosecution’s case was weak.

Even though the U.S. legal system says the accused 
should be judged by their peers, the outrage over the ver-
dict might have been tempered by having a black juror on 
the panel to reflect the race of the 17-year-old victim in this 
polarizing case. Zimmerman is part Hispanic.

The verdict was painful for the southeast Queens 
community, which was jolted last month by the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling that struck down a key provision of 
the Voting Rights Act.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks and two other black con-
gressmen urged the U.S. Justice Department to determine 
if the nation’s civil rights law had been violated in the 
jury’s finding when it reviews the case.

“Fifty-eight years after the brutal murder of Emmett 
Till, I am disgusted that the murder of another young 
black man has gone unpunished,” state Sen. James Sand-
ers said.

The 14-year-old boy’s killing in Mississippi helped 
launch the civil rights movement after his murderers were 
exonerated.

Weighing in on the Trayvon Martin case, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg did not mention race but said the “shoot 
first” laws are drafted by gun lobby extremists in Wash-
ington, D.C., and must be eliminated.

Queens with its large black, Hispanic and immigrant 
population is keeping a close eye on the fallout from the 
case. The borough is an accidental experiment in toler-
ance with diverse groups quietly living side by side, but 
each enclave must believe that their civil rights are pro-
tected by law and they are not racial targets.

When a young black child not carrying a weapon is 
gunned down on the grounds of self-defense in this coun-
try, all who live in Queens are at risk regardless of race.

TIMESLEDGERNewspapers

ASTORIA TIMES n BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES n FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES n JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES n LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  n RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION, SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

ROZ LISTON
Editor

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
Managing Editor
Photo Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Victor Clavie
Anisuz Zaman
Suzanne Green

Sales Assistant: 
Laura Rahill

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Thyais Grant

EDITORIAL STAFF
Copy Editor: Joseph Gargiulo
Reporters: Joe Anuta, Rich Bockmann, 
Phil Corso, Chris Engelhardt, Bianca Fortis
Layout: Rod Ivey
Designer: Charlotte Carter
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, Maria Lopez, 
Ken Maldonado, Steven Malecki, Yinghao 
Luo, Caroll Alvarado, William Thomas, 
Robert Cole

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, Suzanne Parker, 
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis, Bob Friedrich

ART & PRODUCTION 
Layout/Special Sections Manager: 
On Man Tse



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UL. 19-25, 2013 

  NE

13READERS WRITE

Friedrich is wrong on NYPD act

B
ob Friedrich’s July 13 
column “Two Coun-
cil bills will hinder 
the effectiveness 

of NYPD” is inaccurate. 
Friedrich misrepresents 
the bills that comprise the 
Community Safety Act 
(Intros 1079 and 1080), but 
whether out of ignorance or 
an attempt to mislead read-
ers, we do not know.

He is wrong that Intro 
1080 would prevent police 
from using race, gender, 
age or other similar infor-
mation in suspect descrip-
tions. The language he cites 
for prohibited profiling, us-
ing race or other categories 
as “the determinative factor 
in initiating law enforce-
ment action” is already 
the law, sponsored in 2004 
by City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
signed by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg. It would not 
change under Intro 1080.

Friedrich alleges the 
bill would be “another pay-
day for enterprising attor-
neys,” but he omits the fact 
that plaintiffs would not be 
allowed to seek monetary 
damages under the bill, 
rendering his argument 
nonsense. We suspect he 
knew this.

His column is racially 

divisive as well, arguing 
that supporters have “cho-
sen to align” themselves 
with Councilman Charles 
Barron (D-Brooklyn). We 
are proud of the broad sup-
port behind the legislation, 
but Barron is not even one 
of Intro 1080’s six prime co-
sponsors.

In fact, the bill passed 
with the votes of 34 Council 
members, a diverse coali-
tion that included many 
white members and strong 
supporters of the NYPD, 
including many from 
Queens.

We have enormous 
respect for the work of the 
NYPD, are committed to 
safe neighborhoods and 
would never propose a bill 
that jeopardized public 
safety.

But we believe that bi-
as-based profiling is a prob-
lem, as witnessed by the 
massive increase in stop-
and-frisks in recent years. 
Racial profiling would be 
wrong even if it worked, 
but there is just no evidence 
that it does. In 2002, with 
97,296 stops — which are 
meant to get guns off the 
streets — there were 1,892 
shooting victims. In 2011, 
with a whopping 685,724 
stops, there were 1,821. 

Fewer than 0.1 percent of 
stops find a gun.

This is not just about 
targeting enforcement to 
high-crime neighborhoods. 
For example, in the 107th 
Precinct in Queens, more 
than 4,000 people were 
stopped in 2012. Although 
the community is only 29.6 
percent African American 
or Latino, they were 84.5 
percent of the stops. And 
nearly 90 percent were in-
nocent and not charged 
with a minor violation.

From our work with 
NYPD precinct command-
ers, we know they can 
continue to reduce crime 
— and conduct appropri-
ate stop-and-frisks — with-
out bias-based profiling. 
We are grateful to the di-
verse coalition of Council 
members and New Yorkers 
standing strong for a city 
that works hard to keep all 
its residents safe and treat 
them with dignity.

Jumaane Williams
Councilman

(D-Brooklyn)

Brad Lander
Councilman

(D-Brooklyn)

The following letter is 
a TimesLedger Newspapers 
exclusive:

T
here has recently 
been a great deal of 
heated discussion 
about the two bills 

that comprise the Commu-
nity Safety Act — Intros 
1079 and 1080 — which the 
City Council passed in late 
June. New Yorkers have 
been receiving some false 
information on these bills, 
so the time has come to 
calm down and look at the 
facts.

Intro 1080 does not pre-

vent police officers from 
using stop-and-frisk. Police 
profiling based on race and 
other categories is already 
unlawful, based on a 2004 
bill signed by Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg. Yet under 
both current law and Intro 
1080, police officers can in-
clude race, gender, age and 
other relevant information 
when pursuing criminal 
suspects.

While Intro 1080 does 
not eliminate or alter stop-
and-frisk, it does address 
bias-based profiling. This 
has become an epidemic 

over the past decade, all be-
cause of Bloomberg’s insis-
tence that officers conduct 
an increasing number of 
quota-driven stops.

Every day I hear un-
settling stories of law-abid-
ing residents being stopped 
on the street in their own 
neighborhoods for no rea-
son. Stops increased by a 
jarring 700 percent from 
2002-11 without a corre-
sponding drop in gun vio-
lence. Intro 1080 will not 
prevent police officers from 
stopping people, but it does 
reiterate that officers must 

have a law enforcement ba-
sis for a stop.

It has been suggested 
that Intro 1080 opens the 
door to frivolous lawsuits, 
but when other states enact-
ed similar laws, the number 
of lawsuits did not increase. 
Additionally, plaintiffs in 
New York City cannot seek 
monetary damages under 
the bill, nor can they sue 
individual officers.

Instead, if policies 
are discriminatory or in-
effective, individuals can 
sue to have those policies 
changed. By prompting the 

abandonment of wasteful 
practices, Intro 1080 will 
actually save the city mil-
lions of dollars.

Finally, Intro 1079 sim-
ply allows the city Depart-
ment of Investigation to 
have oversight of the New 
York Police Department. 
Almost all city agencies 
have inspectors general, as 
do federal departments like 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 
Those agencies are not held 
back by inspectors general, 
and the NYPD will not be 

either.
I have enormous re-

spect for the work of the 
NYPD, and I would never 
vote for a law that would 
put New Yorkers in harm’s 
way or allow crime levels to 
increase. I supported these 
bills because I believe they 
will make our city safer for 
all residents.

Mark Weprin
City Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens)

Hurricane pattern could return

S
ummer 2013 con-
tinues to bring an 
assortment of wild, 
dangerous and vola-

tile weather.
The raging wildfires 

in the western United 
States continue to burn, 
and 19 firefighters from an 
entire unit lost their lives 
battling one of those fires 
in Arizona.

Heavy thunderstorms, 
along with high winds and 
hail, have continued to 
pummel the eastern third 

of the country. There has 
been severe damage in 
many regions caused by 
flash flooding. Record heat 
continues to broil the West 
and Southwest with no re-
lief in sight.

This weather pattern 
bears a similar resem-
blance to the weather pat-
terns in the summers of 
1938 and ’60. Those sum-
mers had the same type of 
extreme weather conditions 
across the country, and 
both culminated with two 

memorable hurricanes: the 
Great New England Hurri-
cane of Sept. 21, 1938, and 
Hurricane Donna, which 
slammed the Eastern 
Seaboard from Florida to 
Maine Sept. 12, 1960. Both 
storms caused damage in 
the millions of dollars.

Will weather history 
repeat itself again? It is a 
possibility.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Gay opponents need to change tune

I 
hear some people say 
they do not support 
anyone being gay or 
gay marriage. They call 

gays deviants and say ho-
mosexuality is wrong, im-
moral and not what God in-
tended. It upsets them that 
in this politically correct 
world they cannot do this 

and cannot say that.
Well, there is one thing 

they have succeeded in do-
ing: exposing themselves 
as the bigoted, homophobic 
imbeciles they are.

As for the word of 
“God,” here is a new defini-
tion they should read care-
fully: a multipurpose tool 

that has allowed billions to 
soothe their mortal fears 
while easily excusing a 
wide variety of unconscio-
nable actions, such as war 
and homophobia.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

CORRECTIONS

A Jun. 28-Jul. 4 TimesLedger Newspapers article on St. John’s University fencer Keeth Smart spelled his fi rst 
name incorrectly.

In a photo caption in the Jun. 28-Jul. 4 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, musician Robbie Nova was incor-
rectly identifi ed.

Weprin explains why he voted for stop-frisk bills
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District leaders play an important role in shaping policy

I
n New York City poli-
tics, the state Assembly 
district seems to be the 
key element on which 

much of the local political 
organization is based. The 
importance of the Assem-
bly district leader comes 
into being in the 1870s, es-
pecially in Manhattan with 
the citywide Democratic 
Party.

At that time, a district 
leader was chosen by mem-
bers of the party county 
committee from each As-
sembly district. The dis-
trict leaders became mem-
bers of the political party 

executive committee. The 
district leaders and the po-
litical party county officers 
set policy.

This system of estab-
lishing party organization 
structure spread to most po-
litical parties. Today, this 
system prevails in Queens 
in all Assembly districts. 
The Democratic Party has 
had its districts organized 
into Parts A and B with 
male and female leaders in 
each part.

The Republican Party 
for each Assembly district 
has two district leaders, 
male and female. In the 
Conservative Party, there 
is a system of district lead-
er and associate district 
leader. The Independence 
Party does not have any 
district leaders. It has in-
dicated opposition to the 
present political system as 
it stands.

In past years, most po-
litical party county chair-
men were district leaders 
before they became county 
chairmen. The district 
leader is the key contact at 
the grassroots level. It is 
they who are organizing 
political clubs and they are 
instrumental in choosing 
candidates to run for pub-
lic office. They constantly 
work on getting their vot-
ers out during political 
campaigns. District leaders 
also assist in fund-raising 
efforts.

Up until the 1950s, dis-
trict leaders were chosen by 
members of the county com-
mittee from their district. 
During the 1950s, district 
leaders could be challenged 
in party primary elections. 
This meant that in addition 
to all their other duties, 
district leaders had to face 
possible election primary 

challenges.
It was in 1961 that the 

Democratic Party in New 
York City, especially in 
Manhattan under the lead-
ership of Carmine DeSapio, 
faced a challenge from an 
insurgent group called Re-
formers.

The Manhattan Demo-
cratic Party had written 
in its county bylaws that 
a county chairman had to 
maintain his district lead-
ership to continue as coun-
ty chairman. That year, the 

Reformers won decisive 
victories, especially in 
district leadership prima-
ries. DeSapio at the time 
was considered the leader 
of Tammany Hall, in addi-
tion to leading the citywide 
Democratic Party.

The Reformers, in win-
ning a majority of the dis-
trict leadership primaries, 
took over the city Demo-
cratic Party. DeSapio, after 
losing his district leader-
ship primary, also lost his 
county leadership.

It is interesting to note 
that in 1961, had there been 
no district leadership pri-
maries, the regular organi-
zation would not have been 
overthrown.

The role of district 
leaders has been important 
in running city politics. 
Many district leaders have 
become county officers and 
have also run for public of-
fice.

This year, with all 
campaigns for citywide 
officers in effect, district 
leaders are active. For the 
most part it has proven to 
be an effective system.

Petitions are being 
filed. How well candidates 
have done will tell how well 
they may do in the primary 
and general elections.

COLUMNS

H
urricane Sandy dev-
astated whole com-
munities through-
out New York City. 

Schools in these areas that 
were not damaged became 
community centers for peo-
ple displaced by the storm. 
Even today, some homes 
have not been rebuilt.

Does anybody who un-
derstands the devastation 
and impact on the school-
children expect most of the 
students to do well on the 
state tests given so soon af-
ter the storm?

The plans are that 20 
percent of a teacher’s evalu-
ation will be based on these 
state math and English 
tests given in Grades 4 to 8. 
The teachers will be judged 

based on how much their 
students improve compared 
to similar students around 
the state.

But last year’s scores 
were based on more rigor-
ous tests the state decided to 
give the students because it 
believed the previous tests 
were too easy. To further 
complicate evaluations, 
this year’s tests were based 
on the new nationwide 
Common Core standards, 
which were developed dur-
ing the past few years to 
better prepare students for 
college and new hi-tech ca-
reers.

While developing and 
then testing students on 
new higher standards and 
skills is a good idea, teach-
ers were not provided with 
the new curriculum on 
which to make new lesson 
plans. In short, most or all 
students were never taught 
the new Common Core ma-
terials. There still seem to 
be plans to evaluate teach-
ers on how well their stu-

dents do on material they 
were never taught.

New York state is the 
second state in the nation 
to administer tests aligned 
to the Common Core. A 
number of students were 
crying when they finished 
these new tests last April. 
There has not been time 
for publishing companies 
to produce textbooks which 
contain the new standards. 
What will be the new base-
line for learning?

At the same time this 
testing is going on in the 
lower grades, high school 
standards have been raised. 
High school students will 
need grades of at least 65 or 
higher on five Regents ex-
ams to graduate. Formerly 
the passing grade on Re-
gents exams was 55. Exams 
were sent to Connecticut to 
be marked, but some boxes 
were lost and have not been 
found.

This June, several 
hundred students did not 
get their Regents grades 

on time because the city 
Department of Education 
decided to send exams to 
other schools to be graded 
and to grade the multiple 
choice parts by machine. 
Some machines could not 
read the materials because 
information about these 
students was blocked out. 
Years ago, the Regents were 
marked in schools and it 
did not cost all this money.

While all this confu-
sion is going on in testing 
and evaluation, the DOE 
wants to have a pilot pro-
gram to extend the school 
day for sixth-grade in some 

neighborhoods to increase 
learning, but the city bud-
get planners want to close 
after-school Beacon pro-
grams, where children can 
study, do homework and 
learn.

Three years ago, the 
city decided to end social 
promotion of elementary 
and middle-school students 
who had failed subjects. 
The DOE is now permitting 
social promotion because 
students kept getting left 
back. They just could not 
pass no matter what was 
done to help them. How will 
the teachers of these stu-

dents be rated?
There would have been 

more money to provide 
more teachers if we had 
not had the CityTime scan-
dal with those hundreds of 
millions of dollars stolen 
by contractors. Also, the 
DOE is now trying to save 
those expensive networks, 
which now provide advice 
to the schools, but had been 
provided at no extra cost by 
licensed supervisors in the 
past.

The DOE still wants 
to close about 22 schools, 
although a new mayor will 
be in office in five months 
with new education philoso-
phies. Some of these schools 
have been closed one or two 
times previously. A few are 
the much vaunted charter 
schools.

Running charter 
schools is the new way for 
big business to make mon-
ey, and still high school 
graduates are not college-
ready.

Common Core standards will do more harm than good

They organize political clubs, are 
instrumental in choosing candidates 
to run for public offi ce and work on 

getting voters out to the polls.

While developing and then testing 
students on new higher standards and 
skills is a good idea, teachers were not 
provided with the new curriculum on 

which to make new lesson plans.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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magine that for more 
than a decade you’ve 
been plotting to become 
mayor of New York City 

and you have been blocked 
from that path by the 
wealthiest man in town.

You are a reasonably 
well-known congressman, 
but your name probably 
won’t resonate in Staten Is-
land or with voters in Riv-
erdale, Astoria or Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

You have limited cam-
paign dollars to spend to 
reach 8.2 million potential 
voters and you need to do 
something that will get 
your name recognition sky-
high.

Then, one day it comes 

to you in an epiphany. 
What if you commit a sex-
less, high-profile indiscre-
tion that will surely create 
a feeding frenzy on social 
media and in the tabloids?

Sure, it could lead to a 
year or two in the political 
wilderness seeking pen-
ance, but everyone knows 
that Americans — and New 
Yorkers — are suckers for a 
penitent comeback story.

Heck, even Bill Clinton 
became known as the Come-
back Kid, and his sexual 
peccadilloes — much more 
egregious than a planned 
social media tweeting of 
private parts — did not get 
in the way of his ascent to 
the presidency.

“Wow,” Anthony Wein-
er thinks to himself, “this 
is a bold and risky move, 
but it just might work. I’ll 
achieve universal name 
recognition, skip that bor-
ing and tedious run-up 
campaign in 2012 and, as 

an extra bonus, get to spend 
real quality time with my 
newborn son.”

While the above con-
spiracy theory seems far-
fetched, I have recently 
wondered whether this 
whole rollout by Weiner 
was all carefully planned 
two years ago.

Because so far, with 
Weiner vaulting past 
longtime New York pols 
Christine Quinn and Bill 
Thompson in the polls, the 
Twittergate scandal has 
given Weiner millions of 
dollars worth of free, well, 
exposure.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg spent a hundred 
million dollars on each 
campaign, give or take, to 
win in 2001, 2005 and 2009. 
Mark Green, who has run 
so many times for office 
in New York that I’ve lost 
count, said to me in 2009 
when he was planning one 
last electoral stab at public 

advocate: “My name recog-
nition is 90 percent. Do you 
know how much money you 
have to spend to get that 
high name recognition? 
Bloomberg-type money.”

Well, not if you’re 
Weiner circa 2013. Every 
move of his “reality show” 
campaign seems to draw 
media attention, even the 
color of his pants at the Gay 
Pride Parade.

When I was running 
for mayor last year, I used 

to jokingly say I probably 
had to announce that I was 
going to light myself on 
fire in Times Square to get 
throngs of media to listen 
to my policy ideas.

Not so with the crafty 
and media-savvy Weiner.

But while universal 
name recognition may get 
you into the top tier in the 
July polls and maybe even 
into the mayoral run-off in 
September, it is no guaran-
tee of victory.

Just ask Green, the 
once “almost mayor” of 
2001 and the 90 percent 
name recognition guy in 
2009 who lost to Bill de Bla-
sio for public advocate.

Not all name recogni-
tion is positive.

Weiner could learn 
that the hard way this fall, 
but wouldn’t it be a stroke of 
cynical genius if the Wein-
er circus was all a planned 
mayoral strategy?

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Columnist ponders if Twitter controversy was all strategy

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

 State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis), the embattled southeast 
Queens lawmaker who has taken 
heat in the past for treating his 
campaign account as a personal 
piggy bank, may have to make 
some lifestyle changes soon.

Smith has been a cash cow 
in the past, raising hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from cam-
paign donors who foot the bills 
for his credit card, SUV payments 
and expensive trips, but he has 
not raised a dime since he was 
arrested April 2 in an alleged plot 
to bribe his way into the race for 
New York City mayor on the Re-
publican ticket, his most recent 
campaign finance disclosures 
show.

His campaign kitty grew to 
more than $400,000 in 2011 before  
he spent all but $60,000 last year, 
even though Smith was running 
unopposed for his sixth term in 
Albany.

Smith started ramping up 
his fund-raising efforts earlier 
this year after he made a contro-
versial move before the 2013 ses-

sion started to join a rogue group 
of senators known as the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference that 
denied Democrats a majority in 
the upper house.

The state’s latest campaign 
filings show he hit donors up in 
the first three months of 2013  to 
the tune of nearly $46,000 with his 
last contribution coming March 
26, one week before he was arrest-
ed along with City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone), 
then-Queens GOP Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone and three others 
in a suspected public corruption 
scam.

Smith and the others have 
pleaded not guilty to bribery and 
corruption charges in federal 
court.

His campaign made one re-
fund to New York Retailers for 
Effective Government in the 
amount of $1,000 dated April 2, 
the same day he was arrested.

The sudden contribution 
shortfall does not seem to have 
tightened Smith’s purse strings, 
though.

He spent more than $82,000 
during the most recent reporting 

period beginning Jan. 12 , leav-
ing him with just shy of $11,000 
on hand at the end of the period 
July 11.

The lawmaker does not ap-
pear to be spending his campaign 
cash on legal fees, however, as 
he continues to pay off his credit 

card balance and make payments 
to the 6 Group, a fund-raising 
consultant popular among Senate 
Dems.

Smith’s alliance with the 
IDC placed him in several pow-
erful positions. He touted his ap-
pointments to the Senate Finance 
Committee and its task force on 
Superstorm Sandy recovery as be-
ing direct results of his defection 
from the Democratic majority.

He also co-authored the 
state’s gun-reform law drafted 
in the wake of the Sandy Hook 
shooting, legislation he dedicated 
to Donna Hood and Shenee John-
son, two southeast Queens moth-
ers who lost their sons to gun 
violence.

Smith was booted from the 
IDC after his arrest and stripped 
of his committee assignments.

He was due in court in White 
Plains this Friday for a pre-trial 
hearing.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (r.) and his attorney leave the federal courthouse in 
White Plains, N.Y., in April. Smith has not raised any campaign donations since his 
arrest on corruption charges.

Donations dry up for Sen. Smith after his arrest
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FULLY TRANSFERABLE LIFETIME WARRANTY 
“FADE-PROOF” COLOR GUARANTEE 

PLUS… Color Throughout Every Cambridge Paver

Plan Your Total Patio Makeover With Cambridge!
FULLY-ASSEMBLED & PRE-PACKAGED KITS

www.cambridgepavers.com

Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010)

FREE 

*Shown is a Cambridge Pavingstone without ArmorTec.

(DISTRIBUTOR AREA)

FREE 

60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378  718.478.2700
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Police were searching 
for the driver of a dark-
colored, older model sedan 
who is suspected of stab-
bing a 26-year-old Astoria 
deejay to death and wound-
ing another man in Wood-
side over the weekend.

The vehicle was out-
fitted with decals on both 
front quarter panels and 
possibly had a shattered 
rear window and the man 
behind the wheel was de-
scribed as either Asian or 
Hispanic with dark hair, 
between 5-foot-3 and 5-foot-8 
and in the range of 120 to 
170 pounds, the NYPD said.

The suspect was wear-
ing a white T-shirt and blue 
jeans early Saturday morn-
ing, when Isaac Martinez 
was killed and a 33-year-old 
man was also stabbed, po-
lice said. The other victim, 
identified by the advocacy 
group Hispanics Across 
America as Carlos Perez, 

was listed in stable condi-
tion at Elmhurst Hospital 
Saturday, according to the 
NYPD.

Perez told the New 
York Post that he and Mar-
tinez had tried to hail a liv-

ery cab and an altercation 
broke out with the driver, 
who then allegedly beat his 
would-be passengers with a 
bat before knifing them.

Fernando Mateo, 
president and founder of 

Hispanics Across America, 
announced that HAA was 
offering $5,000 for informa-
tion leading to an arrest 
and conviction in the case, 
a fellow member of Hispan-
ics Across America, Alfre-

do Sandoval, said.
At about 4:30 a.m. Sat-

urday, officers were called 
to Roosevelt Avenue near 
the corner of 68th Street, 
where they found Perez 
with a stab wound to the 
torso and Martinez with 
one to the chest, the NYPD 
said. Both men were tak-
en to Elmhurst Hospital, 
where Martinez was pro-
nounced dead, police said. 
An investigation into the 
killed was ongoing, author-
ities said.

According to his Face-
book page, Martinez was a 
father and used the nick-
name DJ Cobra. One photo 
on the account shows Mar-
tinez snuggling with his 
young son.

Hours before he was 
killed, Martinez wrote on 
his social media account 
that he had been at two 
clubs on Roosevelt Avenue.

Carlos Suarez, who 
was manning the counter 
at Los Brothers Grocery 

Saturday afternoon and de-
scribed himself as a close 
friend of the owner, said 
the deli and produce shop 
was open at 4:30 a.m.

He said surveillance 
video showed Perez and 
Martinez entering the 
store, buying beer and leav-
ing the fruit and vegetable 
store was handed over to 
police, but the shop’s cam-
eras were not trained on 
the sidewalk where the 
stabbing took place.

Suarez said authori-
ties had closed down parts 
of the block for hours until 
2 p.m. Saturday as they per-
formed their investigation.

He described the neigh-
borhood as quiet.

“This is extremely un-
usual,” Suarez said.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Isaac Martinez was stabbed to death in Woodside.

$5K offered for info about Woodside stabbing
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

It’s no joke: The Laugh-
ing Devil, a beloved comedy 
club in Long Island City, 
has been put up for sale, its 
owners said last week.

Co-owners Steve 
Hofstetter and Jacob Mor-
vay said they decided to sell 
The Laughing Devil, at 47-
38 Vernon Blvd., because of 
dramatic changes in their 
schedules.

Hofstetter said he 
moved to Los Angeles for 
a new career opportunity, 
while Morvay now has an 
infant daughter and is de-
voting time to family. Both 
of their schedules, he said, 
have made running the 
business difficult and time-
consuming.

“It’s a tough decision,” 
Hofstetter said, declining 

to give specifics on his new 
job. “But we had to look at 
our lives and say, ‘What’s 
taking up the most time?’ 
It’s The Laughing Devil. 
We love it. But we can’t let 
sentimentality get the best 
of us.’”

Hofstetter and Morvay 

opened the comedy club in 
December 2011, and over 
time it has hosted a number 
of professional comedians 
as well as open mic nights, 
comedy classes and private 
events for patrons. Comics 
who have performed there 
include Adam Ferrara, 

Comedy club owners put
LIC venue on sales block

���� ������ 	 
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital’s home care and home hospice program 
have something that nobody else has: Calvary Hospital.

The stress, anxiety and loneliness that accompany the patient 
and their family at the end of life could be as 
tormenting as the physical pain itself. Calvary 
Hospital’s comprehensive, palliative approach keeps 
their patients and families safe and secure within the 
“Calvary Family”, never abandoning them…always 
protecting and guiding them through their entire 
end-of-life journey. This is because Calvary’s world-

renowned hospital is accessible whenever needed. So if the 
Calvary homecare or home hospice patient needs to be 
brought into a hospital, we are there waiting for them. 
Instantly and effortlessly. And because the homecare 
staff has the same expert training as the hospice staff, 
the care is consistent, and the journey is seamless. It is 
a unique Continuity of Care that has made Calvary the 
gold standard, and the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

h i l i ibl h d danxiety and loneliness that accompany the

Vallone bill would reverse 
Ed Koch bridge naming 
BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
is drafting legislation to 
remove former Mayor 
Ed Koch’s name from the 
Queensboro Bridge, a mea-
sure he said is in demand 
among residents of Queens.

Vallone had been one 
of the first to argue against 
adding the name of the 
city’s 105th mayor to the 
Queensboro Bridge, which 
was approved by the Coun-
cil in March 2011. The same 
year this happened, Val-
lone’s funds to be distribut-
ed to nonprofits plummeted 
from about $1.4 million in 
fiscal year 2011 to about 
$840,000 in fiscal year 2012. 
He contended he would 
have had more if not for his 
feud with Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) over the renaming 
of the Ed Koch-Queensboro 

Bridge.
“I’ve traveled through-

out Queens discussing 
some important issues, and 
this is the one issue virtu-
ally everyone agrees on,” 
he said. “We had the bridge 
named for our borough tak-
en from us, and we want it 
back. This bill would return 
the Queensboro Bridge to 
its original name.”

 The Vallone bill would 
rename the Manhattan Mu-
nicipal Building as the Ed 
Koch Manhattan Munici-

pal Building.
The bridge is known 

across the East River as the 
59th Street Bridge because 
it connects 59th Street in 
Manhattan with Queens 
Plaza in Long Island City. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
announced at a Dec. 8, 
2010, early birthday party 
for Koch that he wanted 
to rename the bridge after 
Koch.

Vallone fought against 
Bloomberg’s proposal at 
the time, and later failed 
to push through a bill that 
would have prohibited the 
city from naming its land-
marks after living people.

“The will of the people 
of Queens was overridden,” 
he said. “This has nothing 
to do with Ed Koch. It’s not 
personal at all. A landmark 
so closely linked to the his-
tory of our borough should 
never be renamed after 
anyone.”

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
An Ozone Park man 

has been sentenced to one 
year in jail for the killing 
of a stray cat in February 
2012, the Queens district at-
torney said.

Richard Ferrugio, 51, 
beat a cat with a metal lug 
wrench and kicked the ani-
mal against a cement wall 
in front of 87-45 78th St., ac-
cording to witnesses at Fer-
rugio’s trial. Several people 
asked him to stop hurting 
the cat, but he would not, 
they said.

But defense attorney 
Sean McNicholas said Fer-
rugio is an animal lover 
who was acting in self-
defense. By Ferrugio’s ac-
count, he had been working 
on his car with a tire iron 
when the stray feline at-
tacked him. He then used 
the tire iron to fend off the 
animal. After realizing he 
had delivered a blow to the 
cat, he chose to kill it rather 
than let it die slowly as it 
inevitably would have, he 

said.
Ferrugio was convict-

ed last month after a six-
day trial.

DA Richard Brown 
announced last Friday 
Ferrugio was sentenced to 
serve one year for aggra-
vated cruelty to animals 
and six months for fourth-
degree criminal possession 
of a weapon, which he will 
serve concurrently.

He had faced up to two 
years in prison.

“The defendant has 
been found guilty of beat-
ing to death a helpless stray 
cat as horrified onlookers 
pleaded with him to stop,” 
Brown said. “Such acts of 
aggression toward animals 
cannot — and will not — be 
tolerated. Today’s sentence 
is more than justified.”

Richard Ferrugio, of Ozone Park, was sentenced to one year in jail 
after killing a stray cat. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Cat killer sentenced to one year

City Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. is drafting legislation to re-
move former mayor Ed Koch’s 
name from the Queensboro 
Bridge.  
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA says the G 
train needs more service 
and other improvements, 
including abolition of the G 
Train Sprint, a maneuver 
involving passengers run-
ning in pursuit of trains 
that stop far from where 
straphangers wait.

The transit agency, 
which examined the G at 
the request of two state 
senators, said more service 
and trains were needed at 
more even intervals.

The G train serves 
the fast-growing neighbor-
hoods of Queens and Brook-
lyn and is the only regular 
numbered or lettered line 
not serving Manhattan.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said the cost of increasing 
service alone would cost 
about $700,000. It would be 
subject to approval by the 
MTA board, which meets 
next week.

The review of the G 

train was requested by Sens. 
Martin Dilan (D-Brooklyn) 
and Daniel Squadron (D-
Brooklyn), who represent 
areas serviced by the G.

“The line is a vital 
connection for customers 
in fast-growing parts of our 
service area and this re-
view will be an important 
tool for making both short-
term improvements and 
long-term additions to our 
service,” said MTA Chair-

man Thomas Prendergast. 
“We are pleased to be able 
to take these steps to im-
prove service for all of our 
G train customers.”

Squadron hailed the 
MTA’s plans for the G.

“Now, G train riders 
will be en route to much-
needed relief that may one 
day lead to the G meaning 
‘great.’ These recommen-
dations will allow the G to 
keep pace with skyrocket-

ing growth in Brooklyn 
and Queens and make the 
notorious G Train Sprint a 
thing of the past,” Squad-
ron said.

The MTA’s recommen-
dations for improving G 
train service include:

• increasing G train 
service by 25 percent in 
the afternoon and evening, 
running more trains from 
about 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• running trains at 
more even intervals rather 
than having some bunched 
together and some with 
long waits in-between

• adding public an-
nouncement systems at 12 
G train at stations that now 
lack them

• making changes 
in train operations, like 
opening all doors earlier 
on trains waiting at Court 
Square so passengers can 
spread throughout the 
trains instead of bunching 
together near the one open 
door

The G train makes two stops in Long Island City.

MTA seeks to increase trains on G line
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
While on vacation, 

people often leave lights in 
the home on overnight to 
scare off any would-be bur-
glars, but that old trick may 
not be too wise after all.

Thieves can monitor a 
home and see that the lights 
remain on day after day, us-
ing this as a signal the ho-
meowner may be away on 
holiday, according to Capt. 
Christopher Manson, of the 
104th Precinct. He advised 
residents to use lights with 
timers instead.

This was one of sev-
eral tips he offered to help 
community members stay 
safe during the summer at 
a news briefing for the pre-
cinct, which covers Ridge-
wood, Maspeth, Glendale 
and Middle Village.

He said a resident 
should arrange with a 
neighbor to pick up any 
mail or newspapers or have 

the post office temporarily 
stop service.

He also advised people 
not to leave large sums of 
cash or valuables inside an 
unattended home. He said 
he knows of burglary vic-
tims who have had as much 
as $15,000 in cash stolen.

“That’s what the safety 
deposit boxes at the banks 
are for,” he said. “That’s 
what bank accounts are 
for.”

Officer Otoniel Jime-
nez, of the Community Af-
fairs Department at the 
precinct, said it is unwise 
to change the home an-
swering machine to notify 
potential callers that the 
residents will be away. That 
could let a burglar know ex-
actly when to strike.

Jimenez also cautioned 
that window air-condition-
ing units should be proper-
ly affixed to a wall. If they 
are not, burglars can push 
a unit into the house and 

then climb in through the 
window. Fire escapes are 

another easy means of ille-
gal entry.

Another piece of advice 
from Manson is to remove 
any ladders from around 
the house or backyard. He 
said there have been cases 
in which homeowners leave 
a ladder outside and a thief 
uses it to climb into an open 
window on an upper story.

Manson gave a warn-
ing about leaving windows 
open altogether.

“I know it’s 95 degrees, 
but you’ve got to have some 
common sense,” he said, 
“especially if you go out at 
night.”

Manson said shades 
are a smarter, safer way to 
keep the inside of a home 
cool during the day.

Lastly, he advised to be 
aware of scams.

“It’s no different here 
than anywhere else,” he 
said. “It’s always people 
trying to capitalize on oth-
er people who have good 
hearts and don’t know 
about this.”

One scam involves a 
caller asking a homeowner 
if he or she has an alarm 
system installed. If the ho-
meowner says no, the caller 
now knows that home is a 
potential target for a bur-
glary. There have also been 
scams involving thieves 
dressed up as utility work-
ers or FedEx employees.

Manson said a call to 
the company or the police 
can help determine wheth-
er the stranger is a thief or 
an innocent person. And 
he said to always get a good 
description of anyone who 
shows up at the home un-
announced, because a thief 
will likely try the same sce-
nario in another neighbor-
hood.

“The two old rules 
apply,” he said. “If it’s too 
good to be true, it is. And 
when in doubt, use your in-
stincts.”

Capt. Christopher Manson of the 104th police precinct says people 
need to use common sense in order to stay safe during the sum-
mer.

With summer comes increased opportunity for thieves
Keep windows closed among the tips precinct captain provides for a safe, burglary-free summer
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cal issues, the same as you 
do for cancer care or heart 
disease.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the city’s 
more than 200,000 veterans 
deserve something to cheer 
about, and he said All-Star 
week means something to 
the city, too.

“Most of what it does is 
it gives us pride, the people 
living here,” he said. “We 
have a chance to share in 

a great American institu-
tion.”

And just in case you 
thought the billionaire 
mayor was getting too sen-
timental, he also pointed 

out that the week’s slate 
of events was expected to 
generate more than $190 
million in revenue for city 
businesses.

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The Child Center of 
New York, a well-known 
Woodside nonprofit that 
helps at-risk children and 
young people across the 
city, officially appointed its 
new chief operating officer 
earlier this month, the or-
ganization said.

Traci Donnelly, a for-
mer senior vice president 
and New York state region 
director at Phoenix House 
on Long Island, was named 
chief operating officer in 
early July by the 60-year-
old nonprofit children’s 
agency, which provides 
18,000 children and youth 
annually with early child-
hood education, counseling 
and substance abuse treat-
ment, child abuse preven-
tion and youth services.

Donnelly started the 
position July 3. According 
to the organization, Don-
nelly will be responsible for 
ensuring the highest qual-
ity services for children 
and youth at the nonprofit’s 
programs in 70 locations in 
Queens and Brooklyn, and 
will focus on the long-term 
fiscal sustainability of the 
agency. The organization is 
valued at $34 million.

“We looked long and 
hard because we wanted to 
find the perfect match and 
we have found exactly that,” 
Richard Jay, president of 

the board of directors of the 
Child Center, said. “Traci 
brings a record of proven 
success in management, as 
well as deep knowledge of 
education and behavioral 
health issues. Her passion 
and personality will help us 
continue to build external 
relationships and visibil-
ity as a leading children’s 
agency in New York City.”

During her time at 
Phoenix House, an inde-
pendent, national nonprofit 
focused on alcohol and 
drug abuse treatment and 
prevention services, Don-
nelly oversaw residential 
and outpatient treatment 
programs and military 
residential and outpatient 
assessment. She also has 
experience with state bond-
ing projects, according to 
the Child Center. In addi-
tion, she briefly served as 
a director of mental health 

services at the organiza-
tion.

Donnelly is also a certi-
fied New York state special 
education teacher, who pre-
viously taught in the Port 
Jefferson school district 
on Long Island for seven 
years. She earned two mas-
ter’s degrees in education 
and her bachelor’s degree 
in psychology/criminal 
justice from Dowling Col-
lege in Oakdale, N.Y.

Donnelly, 48, who has 
two sons and lives on Long 
Island and in Manhattan, 
said she served as a for-
mer senior vice president 
and New York state region 
director at Phoenix House 
for five years, and worked 
at the organization for 
more than 10 years. Don-
nelly said she could not 
pass up the opportunity to 
join “such a passionate and 
mission-driven team.”

Traci Donnelly is the new chief operating officer of the Child 
Center of New York. 

Woodside Child Center
names Donnelly COO

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Continued from Page 5 

Veterans

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) shares a laugh with New York Mets 
Chairman and CEO Fred Wilpon. Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Following the ouster 
of Egyptian President 
Mohammed Morsi by the 
Middle East nation’s army, 
his countrymen living in 
Queens are calling for im-
mediate action to end a 
growing international cri-
sis.

Morsi was removed 
from power by Egypt’s mil-
itary July 3, an event that 
has created extreme ten-
sions between the military 
and Islamist supporters of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
official. A three-hour battle 
in Cairo July 9 left at least 
51 protesters and three 
members of security forces 
dead and crushed efforts to 
form a new government.

Supporters of Morsi 
accused the army of open-
ing fire on worshipers at a 
sit-in after dawn prayers, 
claims the army vehe-
mently disputed. About 435 
people were injured in the 
incident.

Last week, Egypt’s 
military backed interim 
president, Hazem el-Beb-
lawi, as prime minister and 
appointed Mohamed ElBa-
radei as a vice president. 
The interim leadership also 
issued a timetable to amend 
the country’s constitution 
and hold elections for a new 
parliament within seven 
months. A presidential 
election would follow after-
ward.

Moustafa Elshiekh, a 
prominent Egyptian com-
munity leader in Astoria 
and CEO of public relations 
firm Diversity Relations 
Inc., said with Egypt in cri-
sis, immediate resolution is 
essential to save the coun-
try. The appointment of a 
new prime minister and 
vice president, Elshiekh 
said, are “good signs.”

“They have a plan,” 
Elshiekh said of the inter-
im leadership. “I support-
ed Morsi. Unfortunately, 
he managed the country 
poorly. Things have dete-

riorated.”
Morsi was the nation’s 

first democratically elected 
president after longtime 
leader Hosni Mubarak was 

forced out of office by the 
Arab Spring movement.

Elshiekh, who lives in 
Astoria and has traveled 
to Egypt twice in the past 

six months, said prices for 
food, meats and milk have 
skyrocketed and there is 
“instability and insecuri-
ty” among residents.

“Everything you buy 
from the market has gone 
up, there’s poverty,” he 
said. “People were afraid to 
go to work. And tourism, a 
big part of revenue for the 
government, it’s a tomb-
stone.”

Egypt is the largest 
and most influential coun-
try in the Arab world.

The United States said 
this week it still needs time 
to determine whether Mor-
si’s ousting was a coup.  If 
the United States were to 
label his removal a coup, 
by law it would have to 
cease aid to the Egyptian 
military, which receives 
$1.5 billion annually in U.S. 
aid.

Ali Essa, a manager at 
Alfrha grocery store and 
tobacco shop on Steinway 
Street in Astoria, said he 
originally supported Morsi 

but had a change of heart 
after the country’s condi-
tions worsened.

“We gave him the 
chance and everyone was 
supporting him,” Essa, who 
is Egyptian and lives in As-
toria, said. “But the coun-
try is going from worse to 
worse.”

Nassef Youssef, an 
Egyptian who was shop-
ping at Alfrha Monday and 
who has worked in Astoria 
for 22 years, said he also 
supports the interim lead-
ership.

“Egypt was sinking,” 
Youssef said. “[U.S.] aid is 
nothing. Aid is not the goal, 
we have money. Liberty, sta-
bility is most important.”

Elshiekh echoed simi-
lar sentiments, and said 
he remains confident the 
interim leadership will get 
the country back on track.

“Once you are secure, 
I think economic prosper-
ity will come,” he said. “It’s 
about improving the qual-
ity of life.”

Opponents of ousted President Mohammed Morsi run from fire-
works fired by pro-Morsi supporters during clashes on a bridge in 
downtown Cairo Monday. AP Photo/Hussein Malla

Queens Egyptians keep tabs on crisis in Cairo

val ue (val-yoo), n., v.

1. a world-class university that 

offers high-quality, affordable 

academic programs, award-winning 

faculty, 21st-century facilities and 

degrees leading to further academic 

advancement and real-world, 

in-demand jobs. 2.Queensborough

iiinnn-dddeemman j

It’s not too late to apply! 

Get the Edge for Success in FALL 2013!
Affordable Tuition  •  Financial Aid  •  Scholarships

Apply now for direct admission at  
www.qcc.cuny.edu

222-05 56th Avenue • Bayside, New York 11364-1497 • (718) 281-5000

Programs of Study in:
Business

Health Sciences

Liberal Arts & Sciences

Science, Technologies,  
Engineering & Mathematics

Visual & Performing Arts
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) met with several 
Council members last 
week, including Queens 
officials, to unveil a legis-
lative package intended to 
improve New York City’s 
restaurant inspection pro-
gram while protecting the 
health of residents.

Quinn, joined by 
Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) and Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
announced the proposed 
reforms at Jerry’s Café, on 
Chambers Street in Man-
hattan, July 8. Officials 
said the package was creat-
ed in response to criticism 
by restaurant owners over 
the city’s letter grading in-
spection system.

In 2010, the city De-
partment of Health intro-
duced the grading system 
to help assist the public in 
making decisions on where 
to dine while improving 
restaurant compliance 
with health and safety reg-
ulations and reducing food-
borne illnesses.

But since the system 
was implemented, Quinn 
said, there has been an 
increase in inspections. 
Restaurant owners voiced 
concern through the Coun-
cil’s citywide Restaurant 
Inspection Survey, as well 

as during a March 2012 
DOH oversight hearing, 
citing an increase in fines, 
inconsistent inspections 
and frayed relations with 
the DOH.

Several bills are in-
cluded as part of this leg-
islative package, includ-
ing one measure from Van 
Bramer.

The package will ad-
dress concerns by creating 
an advisory board to en-
sure for the ongoing review 
of the restaurant inspec-
tion program, establishing 
an ombudsman office to 
receive and address com-
ments, complaints and com-
pliments and developing an 
inspection code of conduct 
pamphlet that inspectors 
will distribute to restau-
rant owners and operators 
before the beginning of an 
initial inspection. Fines 
will also be waived for res-
taurateurs who contest an 
initial inspection’s find-
ings and ultimately receive 
an “A.”

Overall, the package 
will result in fine reduc-
tions, officials said.

Van Bramer’s bill calls 

for restaurant owners to 
have the option of request-
ing a consultative and un-
graded inspection for edu-
cational purposes.

“An inspector will 
come in and give them an 
educational inspection, 
which will let them know 
about issues so they have a 
chance to fix them,” he said. 
“I’ve heard from many res-
taurants and cafés about 
the horror stories of how 
challenging it can be when 
inspectors play this game 
of ‘gotcha’ with them. And 
it’s unknown to them that 
there’s even been a viola-
tion.”

State Restaurant Asso-
ciation spokesman Andrew 
Moesel said that while the 
proposed reforms “don’t 
make the system perfect,” 
they will go “a long way to 
bring relief to small busi-
ness owners.”

Van Bramer said the 
bills making up the leg-
islative package will be 
introduced in the coming 
months. Hearings, and ulti-
mately voting by the Coun-
cil, will follow.

A restaurant in Bayside displays an A grade in the window.

City proposes reforms 
for inspecting eateriesGerman 

 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

Harvey didn’t disap-
point after a rocky start. 
He struck out three in two 
scoreless innings of work 
and hit the New York Yan-
kees’ Robinson Cano in 
the leg. Luckily, Cano was 
fine because if he had been 
injured, it could have over-
shadowed the rest of the 
game.

Getting to watch Neil 
Diamond sing “Sweet Caro-
line” in support of Boston 

after the marathon bomb-
ing was a pleasant surprise, 
and so was seeing Yankees 
closer Marino Rivera enter 
in the eighth inning for his 
final All-Star game.

Rivera, who is expect-
ed to retire at the end of 
the season, trotted to the 
mound with Metallica’s 
“Enter Sandman” blaring 
over the speakers. When 
he got there, he was alone 
on the field. Both teams re-
mained in the dugout as the 
crowd gave him a standing 
ovation.

It was a moment that 

gave you goose bumps. Ri-
vera tipped his cap to ev-
ery portion of the crowd. 
You couldn’t help but think 
about how this was done 
with the same class Rivera, 
who won the MVP Award, 
embodied during his 19-
year Hall of Fame career.

It was the signature 
moment of the All-Star 
game at Citi Field to help 
make it an event dominated 
by New York sports stars 
past, present and future, 
and it will be a game that 
will always be remem-
bered.

Continued from Page 5 

All-Star



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 19-25, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

TL

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) joined with nonprofit 
GrowNYC in Long Island 
City last week to celebrate 
the return of the neighbor-
hood’s Youthmarket, an 
event that featured a fresh 
assortment of fruits and 
vegetables.

GrowNYC previously 
operated a Youthmarket at 
the corner of 48th Avenue 
and Vernon Boulevard in 
Long Island City until 2010, 
when the market was forced 
to close due to poor sales.

Van Bramer said after 
nearly three years of work-
ing with the nonprofit, the 
Youthmarket is restored 
and will provide residents 
with fresh, healthy and af-
fordable produce to West-
ern Queens.

GrowNYC has part-
nered with the Long Island 
City YMCA, which hired 

local neighborhood teenag-
ers to run the Youthmar-
ket. The goal is to provide 
teenagers with an under-

standing of how to run a 
small business and how to 
become future entrepre-
neurs.

“Western Queens resi-
dents who visit this Long 
Island City market now 
have access to a wide vari-

ety of produce at a fraction 
of the cost they might nor-
mally spend on these items 
elsewhere,” Van Bramer 
said at the Youthmarket’s 
opening day July 13. “In ad-
dition to increasing access 
to affordable food options, 
we are also giving our local 
youth jobs that will provide 
them the opportunity to 
gain invaluable skills and 
training.”

The Youthmarket will 
be open at the site Saturdays 
until Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. In addition, cooking 
demonstrations will take 
place on days to provide 
customers with recipes us-
ing produce available for 
purchase.

GrowNYC runs 54 
greenmarkets throughout 
the city, 10 of which are in 
Queens.

Van Bramer said the 
return of the Youthmarket 
is part of an overall effort 
to expand healthy food op-

tions for residents of west-
ern Queens. Last year, Van 
Bramer allocated $10,000 
to GrowNYC to launch 
Queens’ first affordable 
farm fresh food initiative at 
the Queensbridge Houses. 
The program will continue 
this year and kick off next 
month.

Marcel Van Ooyen, 
executive director of 
GrowNYC, said the organi-
zation was thrilled to open 
the Youthmarket in Long 
Island City, which he called 
a “bustling community in 
Queens,” and lauded Van 
Bramer for supporting the 
project.

“This program pro-
vides the neighborhood 
with access to fresh, afford-
able produce, supports our 
regional farmers and pro-
vides valuable job training 
for area youth — a win for 
all,” he said.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) is joined by GrowNYC representatives on July 13 at the open-
ing day of Long Island City’s Youthmarket. Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer

Youthmarket returns to Long Island City after hiatus
Western Queens residents to relish fresh products all summer long for fi rst time since 2010

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 7/19/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRTIRED OF YOUR CAR? 
WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be 

discharged. Value of purchased vehicle must be $10,000 or greater. *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
  2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 16k 

miles, Stk#73241

RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA
$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 35k 

miles, Stk#74688

CIVIC'10 HONDA
$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

4 cylinder,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 32k 

miles, Stk#77868

ALTIMA 2.5 S'12 NISSAN

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'10 TOYOTA
$9,995

CAMRY LE

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 34k miles, 

Stk#66784

4 cylinder,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k 

miles, Stk#73236

SIENNA '11 TOYOTA

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

1-877-625-6766

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, 
NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

FIND YOUR PERFECT CARFIND YOUR PERFECT CAR
AT

WITH OVER 3,000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROMWITH OVER 3,000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
FIFI

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k  72885 $5,995
 2004 Honda Civic, 106k  79679 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995
  

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 1999 Toyota Rav4, 160k  218724 $3,995 
 2002 Ford Mustang, 97k 207519 $3,995 
 
 
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2008 Volkswagen Jetta, 30k 52550 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

PILOT EX2009 HONDA

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

$88
BUY FOR:

C300^2011
MERCEDES-BENZ

Stk# 68924, 13k mi. 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$249

MALIBU2011 CHEVY
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

$99BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 74609, ONLY 5k mi! 

$139
ACCORD EX

ONLY 5k 
MILES!
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

It’s no joke: The Laugh-
ing Devil, a beloved comedy 
club in Long Island City, 
has been put up for sale, its 
owners said last week.

Co-owners Steve 
Hofstetter and Jacob Mor-
vay said they decided to sell 
The Laughing Devil, at 47-
38 Vernon Blvd., because of 
dramatic changes in their 
schedules.

Hofstetter said he 
moved to Los Angeles for 
a new career opportunity, 
while Morvay now has an 
infant daughter and is de-
voting time to family. Both 
of their schedules, he said, 
have made running the 
business difficult and time-
consuming.

“It’s a tough decision,” 
Hofstetter said, declining 
to give specifics on his new 
job. “But we had to look at 
our lives and say, ‘What’s 

taking up the most time?’ 
It’s The Laughing Devil. 
We love it. But we can’t let 
sentimentality get the best 
of us.’”

Hofstetter and Morvay 
opened the comedy club in 
December 2011, and over 
time it has hosted a number 
of professional comedians 
as well as open mic nights, 
comedy classes and private 
events for patrons. Comics 
who have performed there 
include Adam Ferrara, 
who regularly appears on 
“The Tonight Show with 
Jay Leno,” “The Late Show 
with David Letterman,” 
and Comedy Central; 
Christian Finnegan, star 
of VH1’s “Best Week Ever”; 
and renowned Saturday 
Night Live comedian Cheri 
Oteri.

The comedy club 
strives to host shows every 
night of the week when pos-
sible, Hofstetter said, and 

can welcome anywhere 
from eight to 12 shows a 
week. The venue organized 
an annual comedy festival 
in 2012 which has driven 
fans to the site and has re-
sulted in good business, he 
said.

“Until we sell it, we’re 
planning on operating it,” 
he said. “This is a full-time, 
stand-up comedy club. It’s 
been a lot of fun.”

Which is why, 
Hofstetter said, he hopes it 
continues to be a comedy 
club.

“I understand that 
the offer that works the 
best might not be a comedy 
club,” he said. “But I also 
understand my heart is in 
it — I would love for it to re-
main a comedy club and for 
staff to keep their jobs and 
comedians to still work the 
stage.”

BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
Corona resident Ceci-

lia Reyes, whose 22-year-
old son Noel Polanco was 
fatally shot by an NYPD de-
tective during a traffic stop 
last year, filed a federal law-
suit Tuesday against New 
York City and the officer 
who gunned down the Na-
tional Guardsman, accord-
ing to court documents.

A member of the 
NYPD Emergency Service 
Unit Apprehension Team, 
Hassan Hamdy was one of 
several officers in two un-
marked vans driving in the 
center lane eastbound on 
the Grand Central Parkway 
Oct. 4 at 5:15 a.m. when Po-
lanco was seen in his black 
2012 Honda Fit Hybrid near 
Exit 7 in East Elmhurst, the 
NYPD said.

Officers said they saw 
Polanco driving erratically 
in the right lane, cutting 

between the vans, tailgat-
ing another vehicle in the 
left lane, then cutting back 
in-between the vans to the 
right lane, police said.

Philip Karasyk, the at-
torney for Hamdy, said that 
after Polanco was pulled 
over, Hamdy saw Polanco 
reaching for something and 
shot him in the stomach, 
believing it to be a weapon.

One of the two passen-
gers in the car, Diane De-
Ferrari, said Polanco kept 
his hands on the steering 
wheel. The other passen-
ger, off-duty Officer Vanes-
sa Rodriguez, was sleeping 
at the time.

Polanco died shortly 

after being shot at New 
York Hospital Queens in 
Flushing.

A member of the Na-
tional Guard Reserves, he 
worked at the Paragon Hon-
da in Woodside and made 
hookahs.

No weapon was found 
in the car, District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said. In 
February, a Queens grand 
jury decided against for-
mally charging Hamdy.

The wrongful death 
lawsuit filed in Brooklyn 
federal court Tuesday 
seeks damages in excess of 
$75,000 as a judgment for 
assault and battery in the 
shooting of Polanco. 

Sanford Rubenstein, 
lawyer for the Polanco fam-
ily, said in a statement the 
family believes they did not 
get justice on the criminal 
side of the justice system, 
and are moving forward 
with the federal lawsuit.

NOEL POLANCO
Photo courtesy the Polanco family

Corona mom fi les federal suit 
against cop who shot her son

Comedy club owners put
LIC venue on sales block

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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About the writer:
Charles H. Gama-

rekian is the Chairman/
CEO of Cambridge Pav-
ers Inc., manufacturers 
of Cambridge Paving-
stones with ArmorTec®, 

Cambridge Wallstones 
and a full line of prod-
ucts for outdoor living.  
He is one of the found-
ers and a current board 
member of the Interlock-
ing Concrete Pavement 

Institute (ICPI).  Orga-
nized in 1993, ICPI is the 
North American trade 
association representing 
the interlocking concrete 
paver industry and con-
sidered by peer associa-

tions around the world 
as the leader in develop-
ment and dissemination 
of technical information 
for design professionals 
and contractors.  Mr. 
Gamarekian is recog-

nized worldwide as an 
expert in his field and 
is a frequent speaker on 
the proper installation of 
pavingstones, wallstones 
and many outdoor living 
products.

The allure of a swim-
ming pool dates back 
thousands of years. Re-
ferred to as the “great 
bath,” the earliest pub-
lic water tank in the an-
cient world existed over 
5,000 years ago in the 
Pakistani city-settlement 
Mohenjo-daro. Two wide 
staircases led down into 
the tank from the north 
and south. Small sockets 
at the edges of the stairs 
are thought to have held 
wooden planks for treads. 
Swimming as an orga-
nized activity goes back 
as far as 2,500 B.C. in an-
cient Egypt, then later in 
ancient Greece, Rome, 
and Assyria, an ancient 
empire in Mesopotamia. 
The Romans built the 
first “swimming pools,” 
which were different than 
bathing pools. Believe it 
or not, Gaius Maecenas 
of Rome built the first 
heated swimming pool 
in the first century BC. 
However, it was not until 
the middle of the 19th cen-
tury that swimming pools 
became widely popular.

In the modern world, 
swimming pools have had 
many faces — from above-
ground to in-ground; 
from those in legendary, 
family destinations such 
as Palisades Amuse-
ment Park in New Jersey 
where a salt-water swim-
ming pool was added in 
1912, to those luxurious 
pools and spas found in 
world-famous resort set-
tings. Current trends in 
residential swimming 
pools point to more inti-
mate and natural settings 
that combine the back-
yard swimming experi-

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

STEPPING ONTO A WELL-DESIGNED POOL DECK 
CAN BE A WALK IN THE PARK 

When You Rely On Natural-Looking Hardscape Products

ence with a host of other 
outdoor lifestyle activi-
ties. The goal of today’s 
landscape architects, de-
signers and contractors 
is to combine all this into 
an ambience that rivals a 
vacation resort.

Here’s where hard-
scape materials such as 
pavers and manufactured 
wall systems can play an 
important role as an alter-
native to other materials 
in achieving maximum, 
natural effects, often with 
considerable cost savings 
and added convenience. 
For instance, pool coping, 
which separates the pool 
itself from the adjoining 
pool deck, is usually can-

tilevered over the edge of 
the pool. It can be built 
from matching paver 
materials as opposed to 
a coping made of fiber-
glass, plastic, concrete, 
stamped concrete or trav-
ertine. The pavers offer 
various surface and edge 
designs ranging from 
a bull-nosed (rounded) 
edge that faces the pool to 
a factory edge that more 
closely resembles the sur-
rounding pavers. Sur-
faces range from smooth 
to shapes with a natural 
bluestone-like texture. 
Unlimited patterns and 
bordering treatments 
can be created with the 
myriad of shapes in the 

marketplace. Cambridge 
is one of many manufac-
turers offering these and 
other shapes and tex-
tures. Look for those that 
are also specially config-
ured to follow the curves 
of a freestyle pool – such 
as a boomerang shape or 
serpentine design. Of-
fered in design kits, they 
can keep cutting of pav-
ers to a minimum. These 
shapes are also conducive 
to coping around a circu-
lar spa or pond.

Overall, the surface of 
your pool deck is impor-
tant. Did you know that 
an interlocking system 
of concrete pavers is, by 
its nature, slip and skid 

resistant? And because 
they set in sand — with-
out mortar — access to 
underground utilities 
does not require breaking 
into the pavement, which 
is the only viable solution 
with poured and stamped 
concrete.

Just as you would in-
sist on a warranty and/
or guarantee from your 
pool installer, expect the 
same from the manufac-
turer of the pavers used 
around the pool. It should 
be reassuring to know 
that pavingstones from 
Cambridge, a leading-
edge manufacturer, come 
with a fully transferable 
lifetime warranty and a 

“Fade-Proof” Color Guar-
antee. This assures that 
the color will not fade and 
provides an added value 
to your investment

Another popular op-
tion is Cast Stone Slabs, 
which are larger in scale 
than traditional pavers 
yet offer surface and de-
signer color characteris-
tics such as those found 
in granite and flagstone. 
Among the shades one 
can use are the six 2013 
slab colors from Cam-
bridge: Bluestone, Sand-
stone, Sage, Rose, Rus-
tique and Dark Chestnut. 
In addition to the natural 
stone texture, true color 
and cost savings, the cast 
stone and concrete pav-
ers do not retain heat 
like real bluestone, mak-
ing pavers ideal surfaces 
for bare feet around your 
pool. 

Adding the latest in 
patio conveniences that 
touch all of the senses 
is easy with hardscape-
based components. With 
fully assembled compo-
nents and pre-packaged 
kits like those offered 
by Cambridge, you can 
choose from a full scope of 
personalized and match-
ing amenities such as an 
open-air kitchen, a pizza 
oven, a refreshment bar, 
a fire table or fire pit and 
water features, as well as 
casual seating that will 
keep you poolside with 
family and friends before, 
during and after pool sea-
son — year after year.

For more information 
please contact Charles 
Gamarekian at (201) 697-
2895.
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Walter Karling
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

SAVE THIS AD

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

Sale Prices Valid July 1st through July 31st

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS

Starting at 

3695

1995 22

3695

1995
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

ROOFING SIDING

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

MASONRY

TL

429 $359Fully Installed

• Foam filled frame
    and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. 
    R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

RIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWSWE
T

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING
ADD $200 FOR

CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1999

1799
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

SS

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

In less than two 
months, Joseph Massino, 
the former mob boss of the 
Bonanno crime family, will 
be released from prison.

Citing his substantial 
cooperation in prosecuting 
his former cohorts, Brook-
lyn federal prosecutors 
sought a reduction in his 
original sentence of two life 
terms. A federal judge com-
muted the Howard Beach 
resident’s sentence last 
week. He was the first head 
of one of the Five Families 
in New York to turn state’s 
evidence.

After a life of crime 
that spanned more than 
three decades, Massino 
was arrested in January 
2003. In August 2004, after 
a 12-week trial, he was con-
victed of a laundry list of 
crimes, including multiple 
acts of murder, attempted 

murder, conspiring to make 
and making extortionate 
extensions of credit, illegal 
gambling, money launder-
ing conspiracy, arson and 
arson conspiracy.

Beyond his two life 
sentences, the former “Last 
Don” was also required to 
forfeit $7,672,581 in cash, 
257 gold bars, the Casablan-
ca Restaurant in Maspeth, 
the Café Via Veneto restau-
rant in Ridgewood and oth-
er property, according to a 
motion filed by prosecutors 
in United States District 
Court 

Shortly after Massino 
was convicted, he indicated 
he wanted to meet with gov-
ernment officials. He did so 
on a number of occasions. 
He agreed to become the 
first high-ranking mafia 
member to rat out his col-
leagues, ending his tenure 
as the head of the Bonanno 
family, according to the 

motion. 
Most notably, Massino 

provided evidence against 
Vincent Basciano, who had 
taken the reins of the fam-
ily after Massino. Massino 
recorded conversations 
with Basciano in which 
Basciano detailed the rea-
sons he ordered the killing 
of Randolph Pizzolo, an as-
sociate of the family. Bas-
ciano was convicted of all 
charges and sentenced to 
life in prison. 

The former mob boss 
also testified in open court, 
which “helped to dismantle 
the very organization to 
which he had once sworn 
his loyalty — and as to 
which he had dozens of 
men swear their loyalty,” 
according to court docu-
ments.

His testimony led to 
the conviction of several 
other associates.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
An estranged husband 

who stabbed his wife to 
death in their Richmond 
Hill home last summer and 
tried to cover up his bloody 
crime was sentenced to 18 
years in prison earlier this 
week, the borough’s district 
attorney said.

Ganesh Seelall plead-
ed guilty in April to killing 
his wife of about six years, 
Samantha Seelall, inside 
their home near 89th Av-
enue and 117th Street last 
August. The couple had a 
young daughter together 
and Ganesh, 40, has a teen-
age daughter from a previ-
ous marriage.

“Today’s sentencing 
will hopefully bring some 
comfort and closure to the 
relatives and friends of the 
victim, whose brutal death 
at the hands of the defen-
dant has left them devastat-

ed, and serve as a measure 
of justice for this innocent 
victim,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

Things had apparently 
been rocky between the 
couple prior to that tragic 
day last summer, as Saman-
tha, 29, had taken out an 
order of protection against 
Ganesh in January 2012.

A few months later 

in August, Ganesh, who 
worked as a nurse’s aide, 
lashed out violently and 
killed Samantha inside 
their home, the DA said.

Brown said that some-
time between 7:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m Aug. 16, 2012, Ga-
nesh stabbed Samantha 
several times in her chest 
and the left side of her 
head.

When police officers 
arrived, they found her 
naked body underneath 
the couple’s bed, with a 
black plastic bag duct taped 
around her head and rags 
tied to both of her wrists, 
Brown said.

Ganesh was arrested 
and earlier this year plead-
ed guilty to first-degree 
manslaughter.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Dorothy Chin-
Brand sentenced him to 18 
years behind bars Monday.

Richmond Hill husband gets 
18 years in wife’s stabbing slay

Ex-Bonanno crime boss 
to be released from pen 

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 
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Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43
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Bayside battles fi ckle muni- meters
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 
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CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 
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Much ado
about Xavier

Police investigate the 
Richmond Hill home where 
Samantha Seelall was found 
dead last year.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Growing up in Sunnyside, 
Mike Ordonez thought it odd that 
residents from other parts of the 
city always identified themselves 
by their borough and not, as in 
Queens, by their neighborhoods. 

“People from Brooklyn al-
ways say they’re from Brooklyn. 
People from the Bronx always 
say they’re from the Bronx,” 

Ordonez said. “But in Queens, 
we’ve always been more separate. 
People say, ‘I’m from LIC’ or ‘I’m 
from Astoria,’ but not, ‘I’m from 
Queens.’”

While Ordonez embraces the 
diversity of his native borough — 
New Jersey is now home — he is 
always looking for ways to con-
nect with the old neighborhood 
while fostering his passion for 
films. 

He found it as a volunteer 
with the Queens World Film Fes-
tival, which brings dozens of mov-
ies from around the globe to vari-
ous locales throughout the year. 

The brainchild of Jackson 
Heights residents Don and Katha 
Cato, the festival takes place an-
nually in March at the Museum 
of the Moving Image. But movie 
lovers can get a preview at this 
weekend’s FLIC NIC in the Street 

JACKSON HEIGHTS
is ready for its

CLOSE-UP
Queens World Film Festival hosts outdoor movie nights

held under the stars at Travers 
Park, the 78th Street Plaza near 
34th Avenue.

Sort of like an urban drive-
in, FLIC NIC allows moviegoers 
to sample short films, ranging in 
length from 30 seconds to 18 min-
utes, from such far-flung places 
as Italy, Iran and even Queens.

“It’s a real community 
event,” Katha Cato said. “Basi-
cally, we throw a screen up on the 
fence and put the projector up. We 
both grew up in small towns and 
it’s important for us to feel like 
part of the community.”

The Catos have called 
Queens home for nearly three de-
cades. Their children all attended 
school in the borough and the 
couple continues to be involved 
with the system through a film-
making program for fifth-graders 
at PS 69. 

“I’m surprised at how few 
films children see,” Katha Cato 
said. “They don’t have the expe-
rience of eating a big, big bag of 
popcorn and watching a great 
film.”

It’s especially surprising to 

Katha Cato because the histories 
of motion pictures and Queens 
are so entwined. The borough 
was basically the birthplace of 
modern Hollywood after one of 
the earliest moving images pro-
duced in the country occurred 
at Kaufman Studios in Astoria, 
Katha Cato said.

Unfortunately, the history of 
movies in the borough is not un-
blemished. 

Don, a filmmaker, and Katha 
Cato started their cinematic com-
munity involvement with the 

IF YOU GO
FLIC NIC in the Street

When: Saturday, July 20 and 
Saturday Aug. 3, at dusk
Where: Travers Park, 78th 
Street and 34th Avenue, Jackson 
Heights
Cost: Free
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Continued on Page 37

held under the stars at Travers 
Park, the 78th Street Plaza near 

Katha Cato because the histories
of motion pictures and Queens

Volunteers and organizers of the Queens World Film Festival Mike Ordonez (l. to 
r.), Opal H. Bennett, Ann Margaret O’Conner, Co-founder Katha Cato, Co-founder 
Don Cato and Shelley Miller hold a banner announcing the festival in the Catos’ 
Jackson Heights apartment. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman
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According to the lat-
est census, Queens has 
about 2.3 million inhabit-
ants, making it the second 
largest of New York City’s 
five boroughs and by itself 
bigger than most cities in 
the nation.  Yet its theater 
facilities remain meager, 
almost to the point of non-
existent.

Regular readers of this 
column, now in its seventh 
year, may be saying “here 
he goes again,” but hear me 

out.  I remain an opti-
mist — bordering on 
fantasyland my family 
might say — but maybe 
in this local political 
season, one or more 
of our worthies seek-
ing office as borough 
president, City Council 
member or whatever 
would realize what a 
quality-of-life issue and 
money-maker the arts, 
and theater in particu-
lar, are, and yes, even a 
vote-getter.

Admittedly, we 
have theater in schools, 
churches and syna-
gogues, and a few enter-
prises like the new Chain 

Theatre in Long Island 
City making the best of a 
former factory building, or 

long-lived companies like 
the Thalia Spanish Theatre 
doing wonders in a former 
supermarket, but where 
are the state-of-the-art ven-

ues that are designed 
just for theater?  (We 
do have one, Queens 

Theatre in the Park, 
which seems to be going 
through some kind of 
transition, so it’s hard 
to know what it’s up to 
these days — although 
now that Taryn Sacra-

mone, lured from the 
Astoria Performing 

Arts Center, is taking 
over as the new manag-
ing director, a renais-
sance may be at hand.)

What we need, 
in addition to support 
from our political 

types, is to welcome a phi-
lanthropist or two who will 
come up with some sub-
stantial bucks.  Manhattan 
has a number of those – 

take the Jerome L. Greene 

Foundation for example.  
Jerry Greene was a New 
York lawyer and real estate 
investor who did very well, 
so much so that his founda-
tion gave his alma mater, 
Columbia University, its 
largest gift ever to the tune 
of $200 million.  (That’s my 
school too, but I’ve donated 
somewhat less.)  

In 2009 the Jerome 
L. Greene Performance 
Space opened at the cor-
ner of Charlton and Varick 
streets, a splendid multi-
media performance venue.  
Last month I was there to 
see an interview by a Vil-
lage Voice drama critic of 
three relatively new female 
playwrights: Annie Bak-

er, Melissa James Gibson 

and Amy Herzog.  If you’re 
a theater maven, you know 
of these women; if not, 
you’re sure to see some of 
their work soon.

The Greene Space is 
terrific and it’s available 
for rental.  But it’s in Man-
hattan.  We need venues 
like that here in Queens.

What Manhattan also 
has in the summer are a 
couple of annual Off-Off-
Broadway theater events.  
One going on right now is 
the Midtown Internation-

al Theatre Festival with 
full length plays, musicals 
and short subjects.  In Au-
gust the New York Inter-

national Fringe Festival 
returns for its 17th year 
with more than 1,200 per-

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Answers in Sports

Queens has plenty of performances but not enough playhouses
The borough needs someone, or some group, to step up and fund a much-needed theater space

Taryn Sacramone (l.) shown with Frances 
Resheske, Queens Theatre’s board presi-
dent, is the theater’s new managing direc-
tor. Photo courtesy Queens Theatre

Continued on Page 38
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FILM

FLIC NIC in the Street 
— The Queens World Film 
Festival returns to Jackson 
Heights with a bill of local 
and international shorts 
and features. Bring a chair, 
blanket and picnic or just 
plop down on the curb. 
When: Saturday, July 20, and 
Saturday, Aug. 3, beginning 
at dusk
Where: 78th Street Plaza 
near 34th Avenue, Jackson 
Heights
Cost: Free
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Movie Night in Astoria 
Park — Central Astoria 
Local Development Coalition 
presents free movies 
Monday nights in Astoria 
Park. First up, “Brave” on 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

For the most up-to-date listings of 
events happening in Queens, check the 

Times Ledger website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Promenade Night
Thurs., July 25  6:30-10:30 pm

2nd ANNUAL

Great Neck Plaza
(On Bond Street)

Thurs., July 25
8:30-10:30 pm

Great Neck Plaza (On Bond Street)

Call 516-829-1301 or visit www.ShopGreatNeck.com for information

s

ill-fated Queens Interna-
tional Film Festival. They 
volunteered to run the 
youth component of the 
festival, which consisted 
of working with students 
from three schools to cre-
ate a closing-night program 
of films. The international 
festival, started in 2003 by 
Marie Castaldo, ran for six 
years until financial chi-
canery caught up with the 
organizer.

“The whole thing just 
fell apart,” Katha Cato said. 
“Creditors came out of the 
woodwork. Most of the bills 
were only like $250 to $2,000, 
but there were a lot of them. 
It was really rough. Rough, 
rough, rough. It felt like we 
were embarrassed by her.”

Although the Catos 
were not named in any of 
the ensuing lawsuits, they 
bristled at each published 
newspaper or trade journal 
account of the festival’s fi-
asco. 

“It was important that 

everyone involved in that 
festival be proud,” Katha 
Cato said. “We had 72 kids 
involved that last year and 
we had 72 mothers looking 
at us, thinking what is this 
all about?”

One way to keep that 
pride intact arrived a few 
months later when the Ca-
tos re-emerged with the 
Queens World Film Festival 
in 2010. The couple believed 
it was important to contin-
ue the Queens’ film legacy 
with a series of challenging 

films that “give voice to the 
voiceless and celebrate the 
other,” Katha Cato said. 

Saturday’s FLIC NIC, 
which repeats on Aug. 3, in-
cludes a slate of shorts that 
Don Cato characterizes as 
“trusted pairings” and “in-
teresting partnerships.”

“They are exploring 
a wide variety of trust is-
sues,” Don Cato said. 

In the Italian film “Pol-
licino,” the main character 
is dealing with dementia 
and whether to trust his 
own memory. “My Green 
Pencil,” from Iran, is a 
1-minute short involving a 

young girl, who creates a 
different world by trusting 
her willful imagination. 

And then there’s 
“Lonely Eros” from Bel-
gium about a depressed and 
lost stuffed dog. It’s funny, 
bizarre and touching at the 
same time. And it is able to 
accomplish all of that in its 
35-second running time. 

“With a short, you 
have to immediately cap-
ture the viewer,” Don Cato 
said. “And with these films, 
they capture you within 
10 seconds. It’s almost in-
stantly.”

Two years ago, Jackson 
Heights native Ann Marga-
ret O’Conner instantly real-
ized she had found an outlet 
for her media background 
as the Queens World Film 
Festival’s marketing, pub-
lic relations and events 
guru. 

“This is the real thing. 
There is nothing main-
stream or Hollywood about 
it,” O’Conner said. “It gets 
you thinking about things 
in a different way. And I’m 
here to support the neigh-
borhood, the borough and 
the flavor of the world.”

FILM FESTIVAL
Continued from Page 35

“Sharp Love, Sharp Kittens,” directed by Jon Sajetowski, Queens, 
2013. Photo courtesy Queens World Film Festival 

July 29.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm, 
through Aug. 26.
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard, between 
Hell Gate Bridge and the 
pool, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.
centralastoria.org

Outdoor Cinema at 
Socrates Sculpture Park — 
Every Wednesday evening at 
sunset, weather permitting, 
Outdoor Cinema presents 
an international festival 
of open-air cinema, music, 
dance and food. Each fi lm 
begins with performances by 
local musicians and dancers 
that celebrate the culture of 
the fi lm. 
When: Wednesdays through 

Continued on Page 38
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Aug. 21, 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 

When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical Garden 
outside the Garden’s fence on 
Dahlia Avenue near Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

12 x 12 Project: Sustainable 
House — The 12 x 12 Project is a 
model display of a sustainably built, 
off-grid house. The tiny house has a 
rainwater-collecting butterfl y roof 
and walls panels inscribed with test 
from William Powers book, “12 x 12,” 
which details his experience living 
in the structure. 
When: Tuesday - Sunday through 
July 31, 8 am to 6 pm

Where; Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free with garden admission
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

E-Waste Recycling Event 
— Bring unwanted or broken 
electronics and they will be 
disposed of, free of charge. 
When: Sunday, July 21, 10 am 
to 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Gardens, 
43-50 Main St., in the parking 
garden on Crommelin Street
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

 27.  English Channel feeder
 28.  Showing regret
 29.  Lyrical work
 30.  Saint-Saens's "___ 
  Macabre"
 32.  Birds on Canadian dollars
 35.  College unit
 36.  Artist's workplace
 37.  Fax or FedEx
 42.  Having
 43.  "___ Evil" (Mia 
  Farrow film)
 44.  Colombia's capital
 46.  Forbidden
 47.  Auctioneer's last word
 48.  Stage coach
 49.  "___, Brute!"
 50.  Tuna ___
 51.  Hummus holder
 52.  Get better
 53.  Capri, e.g.
 55.  Possesses
 56.  Fishing aid

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 19-25, 2013

By Ed Canty

Out of Luck
Across

 1.  Litmus reddener
 5.  Pitcher
 9.  Level, in London
 13.  Biblical pronoun
 14.  Computer command
 15.  Hold up
 16.  Like a bad photographer's  
  subject?
 19.  C.E.O.'s degree
 20.  Long time
 21.  Andean animals
 22.  Popular cookie
 23.  Lanky
 24.  Lindsey Vonn event
 27.  Like almonds in many  
  recipes
 31.  Recurring theme
 32.  Student aid
 33.  ___ tree (in trouble)
 34.  Not in service
 38.  Fin. adviser
 39.  CD followers
 40.  Looks after
 41.  Camper's supply
 44.  Type of cord
 45.  Marries
 46.  Mrs. Lincoln's maiden  
  name
 47.  Broadway opening
 50.  Crèche trio
 51.  Fraternity letter
 54.  "In the middle of no where"
 57.  "...___ man put asunder"
 58.  "Thanks ___!"
 59.  List-ending abbr.
 60.  Part of DEA
 61.  Greek portico
 62.  Narrative

Down
 1.  Minute bit
 2.  Fat-sounding fish
 3.  Speck
 4.  Pair
 5.  Respect
 6.  "Yippee!"
 7.  Fifty-fifty
 8.  Gym unit
 9.  Domesticate again
 10.  Many a homecoming  
  attendee
 11.  ___ Lee Corporation
 12.  Storm centers
 15.  VI x CIX
 17.  Distant
 18.  Big Ten football's 
  Fighting ___
 22.  Medley
 23.  Big bridge bids
 24.  Artist's coverall
 25.  Jeweler's magnifier
 26.  Fragrant oil

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

THE BIG APPLE
P E N D C C L I C A R B S
S T O W R O I L A L E R T
S U R E O N E I M A N I A
T I M E S S Q U A R E O E R

B A B U D I R T
A P C D Y E S C A U S E S
S A R A H R A C K B E S T
S T A T U E O F L I B E R T Y
A S T R A R E A A R I E L
D Y E I N G S M O G F E E

A U R A O R E O
C B S C E N T R A L P A R K
H O T E L T H I N E L E E
A N O D E R U N G R A V E
P E P S I E D G E A S S N

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

formances.  Since Queens 
claims to have the most 
diverse population any-
where, maybe we should 
have a theater festival of 

our own.
Queens does have new 

theater companies pop-
ping up from time to time.  
One of the more recent is 
The First String Play-

ers performing in a Forest 

Hills church (what else).  
Catch their latest produc-
tion “Play On!” over two 
weekends Aug. 10-18, and 
you’ll enjoy seeing several 
of our local leading acting 
luminaries.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Continued from Page 36

Theater space

PRODUCTIONS

“Macbeth” — The Queens 
Players return to the Secret 
Theater with Shakespeare’s 
tale of myth, magic and corrupt 
ambition. 
When: Through July 27, 
Thursday through Saturday at 
8pm, Sunday at 7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Fiddler on the Roof” — Maggie’s 
Little Theater presents the 
long-running Broadway hit based 
on Sholem Aleichem stories, 
which tells the tale of a poor 
Russian milkman at the turn of 
the 20th-century as he struggles 
with a changing world. It includes 
such standards as “If I Were a 
Rich Man,” “Sunrise, Sunset” and 
“Matchmaker, Matchmaker.”
When: July 19 - 21; Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 
66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $12/children 11 and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggielittletheater.org

“Rockaway Café — The 
Comeback!” — The Rockaway 
Theatre company celebrates its 
return following the devastation 
following Hurricane Sandy with 
this musical revue. 
When: July 19 - 21, July 26 - 
28, and Aug. 2 - 4, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Fort Tilden Building T4, 
Barret Road, Rockaway
Cost: $20, $15/seniors, students 
and children under 12
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Jesus Christ Superstar” — 
The Andrew Lloyd Webber-Tim 
Rice rock opera tells the story of 
Jesus Christ’s fi nal days before 
his crucifi xion. 
When: Aug. 2 - 4 and Aug. 7 - 11; 
Wednesday through Saturday at 
8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: Advance purchase $18/
adults, $15/seniors and $7/
children; At the door $20/adults, 
$17/seniors and $9/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: sgtg.org

“Les Misérables” — The streets 
of Paris come to Queens in 
this Broadway Blockbusters 
Production of the hit musical 
based on Victor Hugo’s book.
When: Aug. 2 - Aug. 4 and Aug. 
8 - Aug. 10; Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm 
Where: Immaculate Conception 
Center Theater, 7200 Douglaston 
Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $25/general admission, 
$35/VIP seating
Contact: (516) 650-3231
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org/
broadway-blockbusters

“Anything Goes” — The HCJ 
Teen Drama Group presents Cole 
Porter’s musical about romance 
and gangsters on the high seas. 
Songs include “You’re the Tops,” 
“Blow, Gabriel, Blow,” and the 
title number. 
When: Aug. 8 - Aug. 11, Thursday 
at 7 pm, Friday and Saturday at 
8 pm, and Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Holy Child of Jesus 
Parish’s Monsignor Murray 
Auditorium, 111-11 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill
Cost: $10, $8/children under 12
Contact: (718) 847-1860

“Les Misérables” — The JC 
Players offer the borough’s second 
production of the iconic musical 
based on Victor Hugo’s novel. 

When: Friday, Aug. 9, 8 pm, at 
Glendale United Methodist Church, 
66-14 Central Ave., Glendale;
Also on Saturday, Aug. 10 and 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 11 
and 18, 3 pm, at Community 
United Methodist Church, 75-15 
Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/
contactus.html

“Play On!” — The First String 
Players take on Rick Abbot’s 
comedy about a theater group 
trying to put on a play while 
everything that can go wrong does. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 10, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 11, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 
Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean Players 
in Flushing has been staging 
high-quality theater for half 
a century. It is now recruiting 
to fi ll various positions, 
including director, set-designer, 
choreographer, lighting 
and sound director. There 
are openings for make-up, 
costumes, fund-raising, ticketing 
and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” in the 
subject line. Include contact 
information and how you might 
like to volunteer.

Continued from Page 37
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BY LISA AUTZ

Jamaica celebrates 
everything musical, edible 
and traditional from its 
Caribbean namesake this 
Sunday at the Grace Jamai-
can Jerk Festival in Roy 
Wilkins Park.

Big-name perform-
ers such as Shaggy, Chris-
topher Martin and Fab 5 
come together with Queens 
cultural groups to enter-
tain during the jerk cuisine 
feast.

“This festival brings 
to the Queens area an event 
that looks to entertain the 
entire family, food being 
the major product that we 
are selling and entertain-
ment to enjoy the food,” 
said Sydney Roberts, vice 
chairman of Jamaican Jerk 
Festival USA Inc.

Jerk, a traditional Ja-
maican style of cooking 
in which dishes are mari-
nated in a spicy seasoning 
mixture, will be dressing 

a variety of foods in this 
“jerk everything” event. 
The festival culminates in 
a jerk cook-off, hosted by 
actor Leon Robinson, when 
about 15 local restaurants 
compete in the competi-
tion.

While taste buds are 

being slathered by all 
things jerk, presentations 
of spoken poetry to drum 
beating, Jamaican story-
telling and folk farm danc-
ing will further immerse 
one into the island’s cul-
ture. A Kid’s Zone will be 
hosting activities such as 

face-painting, games and 
rides for the family-orient-
ed event.

The Jamaican Jerk 
Festival first began in 2001 
in Miami. After years of 
success, chairmen of the 
Miami-based company 
sought to bring the celebra-

tion to other cities inhabit-
ed by Jamaicans. In collab-
oration with VP Records, a 
record company based in 
Jamaica, the first festival 
was held in Roy Wilkins 
Park in 2010.

“In the second year 
hosting the event, the at-
tendance doubled. The first 
year we had 5,000 people, 
the next 10,000,” said Neil 
Robertson, live events and 
touring coordinator at VP 
Records.

Robertson helped coor-
dinate the entertainment, 
choosing a range of reggae 
artists that would please a 
crowd of all ages.

“Fab 5 has been around 
since the ’70s, Christopher 
Martin is young and up-
coming and Shaggy hits 
across the board,” said Rob-
ertson, who started the live 
division of the company 
four years ago.

The event employs 
more than 250 people from 
the general area and brings 

a large crowd to support lo-
cal vendors, according to 
Robertson.

The festival hopes to 
bring Jamaicans a taste of 
home and expose Queens 
residents to the island’s 
lifestyle.

“We want everyone to 
become more familiar with 
the jerk cuisine,” said Rob-
erts.

IF YOU GO
The Grace Jamaican 
Jerk Festival

Where: Roy Wilkins Park, 
177th Street, Jamaica
When: Sunday, July 21, 
noon to 8 p.m.
Cost: $25 in advance, 
$40 at the door, free for 
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 425-1177
Tickets: available at 
jerkfestivalny.com or at 
selected retail outlets.

Sample the best of Jamaica at Jerk Festival

Shaggy performs for the crowd at last year’s Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival at Roy Wilkins Park. 
Photo courtesy VP Records

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A doting 50-year-old 
Trinidadian grandmother 
died in an early morning 
blaze in South Jamaica 
Wednesday, a spokesman 
for the Fire Department 
and her neighbors said.

Neighbor Latanya 
Dawson, 32, said she saw 
flames shooting out one 
of three second-floor win-
dows of the home on 102nd 
Avenue near the Van Wyck 
Expressway and firefight-
ers were running up an 
outstretched ladder and 
into the burning house.

“By the time I heard 
the commotion, the Fire 
Department was doing 
what they do best,” she 
said as she and several 
other residents of the block 
watched members of the 
NYPD’s Crime Scene Unit 
investigate later that morn-
ing. “They went in with the 
flames.”

About 60 members 

of New York’s Bravest re-
sponded to battle the blaze 
at about 5:30 a.m., the FDNY 
spokesman said.

Fire officials said one 
person was killed in the 
fire and one firefighter sus-

tained minor injuries. At 
about 10:30 a.m., members 
of the city medical examin-
er’s office removed a body 
from the house.

Several  neighbors 
identified the woman 

killed as Josephine Hum-
phrey, who worked at a 
realty office in Richmond 
Hill and was a native of 
Trinidad. She lived alone 
on the second floor of the 
home but was well-known 

to the neighborhood kids 
for handing out toys, key 
chains and other knick-
knacks, said 49-year-old 
Freedom Elbey, who lives 
across the street.

“Whatever she had, 
she brought to the kids,” he 
said.

Humphrey had two 
daughters, one in Far Rock-
away and the other living 
in Trinidad, as well as two 
granddaughters, neigh-
bors said. Her daughter in 
Queens was about to give 
birth to Humphrey’s third 
grandchild, fellow block 
residents said.

“She always talked 
about them as if she saw 
them everyday,” said Je-
lease Elbey, 32. “She was a 
wishful thinker.”

Dawson said she didn’t 
believe Humphrey had 
traveled to Trinidad in the 
two or three years that she 
lived on the street.

“She had an abundance 
of manners,” Dawson said.

Described by neigh-
bors as friendly, Humphrey 
was also well-dressed, 
sporting dresses with her 
hair fixed nicely, they said.

“She never wore 
sneakers,” Jelease Elbey 
said. “She was always pre-
sentable.”

Freedom Elbey said he 
had awakened in the mid-
dle of the night to a smell 
of burning rubber and 
checked outlets around his 
house before going back to 
sleep. He was later woken 
up by a relative who had 
heard emergency respond-
ers outside.

“If it isn’t electrical, 
then she could have fallen 
asleep with one of these,” 
he speculated, holding up 
his cigarette.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

S. Jamaica grandmother killed in blaze: Neighbors

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Investigators remove charred furniture from the second floor of the home. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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of the project.
Marc Matsil, the New 

York state director of the 
group, said the study, which 
will include community in-
put, will help determine a 
final cost of the project as 
well as an environmental 
analysis of it.

The study itself will 
cost about $400,000, funds 
that were provided by a 
grant through the gover-
nor’s office.

Matsil said his group 
is advocating on behalf of 
the project because it would 
help better serve parkland.

“More than 70 percent 
of local Queens residents 
take a car to Forest Park 
because they can’t access 
it safely,” he said. “This 
would make it easier to ride 
to there. It provides active 
recreation and it provides 
the ability to access a mag-
nificent park in the park 
system.”

Travis Terry founded 
Friends of the QueensWay 
to promote the project. He 
said there is evidence that 

greenway conversion leads 
to improved public safety.

“You can look at what 
greenways, not just the 
High Line, but greenways 
around the world have done 
for communities,” said 
Terry, who lives in Forest 
Hills.  “It’s all just for the 
betterment of the commu-
nity.”

But there is opposition 
from some who would rath-
er use the abandoned train 
line for another purpose.

Phil McManus, found-
er of the Queens Public 
Transit Committee, said 
the decision to shut down 
the rail line has led to isola-
tion for Rockaway residents 
from the rest of Queens, as 
well as a languishing lo-
cal economy. That further 
contributes to high poverty 
and crime rates.

“The Rockaway Beach 
line is only the tip of the 
iceberg,” the lifelong Rock-
away resident said. “It be-
comes an issue of who has 
and who doesn’t.”

Rockaway lost service 
on the line in 1950 when 
the trestle connecting The 
Raunt and Broad Channel 
stations caught fire. The 

rest of the line shut down 
in 1962.

Residents of the penin-
sula must grapple with slow 
travel times on the A train, 
inconsistent buses and a 
$3.25 toll on the Cross Bay 
Bridge. Reactivating train 
service could first benefit 
commuters, but it could 
also spur development in 
southern Queens, which 
would help ease the conges-
tion that burdens the rest of 
the city, McManus said.

“People think this is 
just about Rockaway,” he 
said. “But I want to im-
prove Queens as a whole for 
everybody.”

Residents of some 
neighborhoods like Rego 

Park and Forest Hills op-
pose the train because they 
believe it will contribute 
to noise pollution in their 
areas and could affect prop-
erty values.

Terry said he is not 
“anti-train,” but reactivat-
ing service is just unlikely.

“I’ve looked at the evi-
dence,” he said. “It’s just 
clear to me that a train is 
never going to happen.”

He noted a 2001 feasi-
bility study in which the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority determined 
reactivating train service 
would be impractical for 
cost and environmental 
reasons.

Matsil said reactivat-

ing the line is unrealistic 
because new communities 
have sprung up around it 
since service ceased. He 
also said about a third of 
the line is already mapped 
parkland, so restoring 
train service would con-
stitute the loss of about 20 
acres of already mapped 
parkland, which would 
need to be replaced with a 
parcel of equal size.

Despite the challenges, 
McManus is not giving up. 
There are many people, 
including elected officials 
such as Assemblyman Phil-
lip Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park), who are supporting 
the cause.

“We don’t want to 
bring anybody down,” Mc-
Manus said. “We want to 
bring everybody up. Mass 
transit should be fair.”

To contact McManus 
about the Queens Public 
Transit Committee, e-mail 
him at rowing612@aol.
com.

For more information 
about the QueensWay proj-
ect or to get involved, visit 
thequeensway.org.

Continued from Page 1 

Queensway
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
along with community, 
civic and business lead-
ers, rallied for CitiBike to 
be incorporated into Long 
Island City, Sunnyside, As-
toria, Woodside and other 
areas of western Queens.

A DOT spokesman 
confirmed the department 
received Gianaris’ letter 
and said it will expand the 
program to areas as fund-
ing allows. He said the DOT 
hopes to bring CitiBike to 
Long Island City and ar-
eas in Brooklyn as soon as 
possible, citing Hurricane 
Sandy for the delays. No 
specific date has been set, 
he said.

“Those stations will 
help leverage future expan-
sion into Astoria and other 
nearby neighborhoods,” he 
said. “We appreciate the 
senator’s support for the 
program and look forward 
to planning the expansion 
of CitiBike to his district in 
the future.”

Continued from Page 2

CitiBike

Community members are working to transform the decom-
missioned Rockaway Beach Branch train line into a public park. 
However, others would rather the city reactivate train service.
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Jose Rodriguez, a native 
Spaniard from that country’s 
Galicia region, imported all the 
right ingredients to make an 
authentic Spanish restaurant in 
the center of Astoria.

In collaboration with long-
time friend Jose Ignacio San-
chez, former chef to Spain’s 
United Nations ambassador, the 
restaurant, La Rioja, features 
cuisine ranging from the north-
ern and southern parts of Spain.

La Rioja is on Broadway be-
tween 33rd and 34th streets.

“If you want to try authen-
tic food from Spain, this is the 
right place to come,” said Rodri-
guez, the owner and a resident of 
Jackson Heights.

Rodriguez has had a flair 
for cooking since he was young. 
When he moved to Uruguay dur-
ing Franco’s repressive regime, 
his culinary interest was first 
sparked as he watched his aunt, a 
chef at one of Uruguay’s upscale 
restaurants, prepare meals.

Since then, he has traveled 
back to Barcelona and then, 
about 30 years ago, came to New 
York City. Since his time here, 
Rodriguez has owned a bar on 
Jamaica Avenue, a bakery in 
Jackson Heights and now La 
Rioja.

“Astoria is very diverse. 
There are so many different 
types of people,” said Rodriguez, 
when asked why he chose the 
neighborhood for the location 
for his restaurant. “There is a 
large Mediterranean culture 
here as well.”

Rodriguez became friends 
with Sanchez when he first came 
to New York City, and since La 
Rioja’s opening in 2009 they have 
teamed up to create unique dish-
es with Spanish traditions.

The restaurant’s name is 
inspired by the executive chef’s 
native La Rioja region of Spain. 
The world-renown wine region 
has more than 500 wineries and 
is internationally known for its 
wine and food quality. Rodri-
guez and Sanchez import all of 
their food and wine from Spain.

“We have a small store in 
the back for those who want to 
buy things like ham, cheese 
and wine straight from Spain,” 
said Rodriguez. “We have over 
15 types of cheeses to choose 
from.”

One of their most popular 
dishes is the Segovian-style baby 
roast pig, which is inspired by 
the town of Segovia in the region 
of La Rioja and is the epitome 
of Castilian cuisine. The whole 
baby pig is about 25-days-old, 
barely 9 pounds and is roasted on 

a stick. Their dishes also include 
cured Iberian ham, paella, and 
fideua negra, or black noodles.

The restaurant has also 
participated in several wine-
tasting events, such as the Ac-
tion Against Hunger Grand 
Wine-Tasting event in the city.

La Rioja plans to feature 
live entertainment and drink 
specials in the near future.

“Hopefully, we will have 
Flamenco dancing in the fall, 
other live entertainment and 
happy hour,” said Rodriguez.

The quaint restaurant 
packs all the essence of Spain 
that could be imported.

“If you have never tried food 
from Spain, this is a great place 
to start,” said Rodriguez.

La Rioja serves up flavors of Spain in Queens



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 19-25, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
45

TL

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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tion concerns, the owners 
said. Borough President 
Helen Marshall also gave 
the green light last week 
to a mall that would be 
built in an area currently 
used for Citi Field park-

ing, sparking more outrage 
from members of the com-
munity.

“We are all small busi-
nesses, and we are all mi-
norities,” said Pedro Este-
vez, president and founder 
of the nonprofit United 
Auto Merchants Associa-
tion. “We are behind these 

business owners because 
we feel an injustice is being 
done. If they hurt one small 
business, they hurt all of 
us.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

the activities are planned 
to show participants what 
they are still able to accom-
plish despite their injuries.

It took a while for Ma-
rine Omar Alejandro Ren-
don to realize he had Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder 
after returning home to 
Queens from serving in 
Afghanistan. When the 24-
year-old, who was raised 
in Corona and now lives in 
Flushing, first heard about 
the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, he didn’t think it would 
apply to him since he had 
not received the Purple 
Heart. “We just saw a lot of 
combat,” he said.

But organizers con-
vinced him to attend the 
weekend, when he went 
waterskiing and tubing. 
Rendon praised Rockaway 
residents for hosting the 

event while many were still 
rebuilding after the super-
storm.

“It was a bigger wel-
come than when I came 
back from overseas,” he 
said.

Jamel Abdul Aziz, who 
is originally from Cleve-
land, Ohio and now lives 
in Austin, Texas, joined 
the military in 2006 and 
is currently an active E6 
staff sergeant. He was sent 
overseas three times, and 
during his last tour in Af-

ghanistan was shot in the 
chest, shoulder and leg.

“And lived to talk 
about it,” he said.

On Saturday, he tried 
out surfing and scuba div-
ing with his wife, Cassan-
dra, and fellow soldiers. He 
said he was able to stand up 
on the board several times 
but his wife seemed more 
like a natural at surfing.

“It was sort of like 
physical therapy,” he joked.

Two days earlier, Ab-
dul Aziz said he was over-
whelmed by the welcome 
he and other warriors re-
ceived as they rode from 
Brooklyn to Queens in fire 
trucks with cheering spec-
tators lining the sidewalks 
and waving flags.

“I almost cried,” he 
said. “When you come back 
here, it was all worth it. 
When you see all of the sup-
port and your battle bud-
dies, it was all worth it and 
I would do it again.” 

pliance with the language 
requirement for the Sept. 10 
primaries.

Vazquez said the board 
had always asserted it 
would be in compliance no 
earlier than 2013, but some 
community members dis-
agree.

“I’m very happy that 
the board has made oral 
statements. They’ve made 
promises, but I’ve heard 
promises before,” said 
Glenn Magpantay of the 
Asian American Legal De-
fense and Education Fund, 
which earlier this month 
filed a lawsuit in Brooklyn 
federal court seeking to 

compel the election board 
to codify its language-as-
sistance plan. “I’ve gotten 
several e-mail messages, 
but the last time I checked 
an e-mail was not federal 
law. An e-mail message 
was not Board of Elections 
policy.”

The board released an 
interim plan for last year’s 
elections, but Magpantay 
and his allies want to see a 
set of comprehensive proce-
dures  similar to the one the 
BOE adopted in 2005 to pro-
vide language assistance 
for Korean- and Chinese-
language speakers.

The community’s bat-
tle with the BOE is not the 
only challenge they contin-
ue to face. The NYPD has a 
dress code that bans Sikhs 

from wearing their turbans 
and beards. Weprin earlier 
this year introduced a bill 
that would require the de-
partment to overturn the 
policy, as well as another 
bill that would have the 
elections board provide as-
sistance to voters in Pun-
jabi and Hindi.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
who sponsored the bill’s 
counterpart in the upper 
chamber, said that with 
important referendums on 
ballots such as this year’s 
proposed constitutional 
amendment to allow gam-
bling in New York, it is es-
sential voters can read the 
ballots.

so large the officers there 
are stretched too thinly. 
The 105th is headquartered 
in Queens Village and the 
109th is based in Flushing. 

Avella has a reputation 
for taking on developers, 
but indicated he supports 
denser development as long 
as it does not adversely af-
fect the community. As 
chairman of the Committee 
on Zoning and Franchises 
in the Council, he signed 
off on a multitude of such 
projects, he said.

“There are communi-
ties in the borough crying 
out for jobs and affordable 
housing,” he said.

Development in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
has become a key issue in 
the campaign. Avella has 
pushed to landmark the 
greenspace, which would 
bring it in line with other 
major parks in the city. He 
does not believe the New 
York Mets should build 
a 1.4-million-square-foot 
mall on leased parkland in 
the parking lot of Citi Field 
and thinks a soccer stadi-
um proposed for Flushing 
Meadows by Major League 
Soccer might be better 
suited elsewhere in the bor-
ough.

The Rockaways might 
be a better venue, he sug-
gested, which would allow 
residents there to advocate 
for a more robust public 
transportation system.

On education, Avella 
believes the mayor needs 
to have input in the system, 
but power should be more 
evenly distributed between 
the community and par-
ents. 

“I don’t like this co-
location issue, and I don’t 
like the fact that parents 
have no real involvement,” 
he said. “There are so 
many things that need to 
be changed that I think the 
borough president can take 
a big role with working 
with all the stakeholders in 
making some new recom-
mendations.”

Co-location is when ad-
ditional schools are moved 
into buildings where public 
schools already exist and 
take space away.

The lawmaker said the 
school system should not be 
run like a business — which 
he indicated also applies to 
the borough’s health care 
facilities.

Avella said he has a 
provider in mind to expand 
more primary care into 
the area that desperately 
need it. Residents of many 
neighborhoods currently 
overburden their emergen-

cy rooms for ailments that 
could be treated elsewhere.

The other Democratic 
contenders have been run-
ning much more visible 
campaigns. Avella’s staff 
is mostly volunteer, and he 
has often missed candidate 
forums due to his schedule 
in Albany.

Things should be heat-
ing up as the September pri-
mary draws closer, he said, 
although his campaign cof-
fers pale in comparison to 
some  of his competitors.

Instead, Avella touts 
his endorsement by more 
than 60 community lead-
ers across the borough and 
promises to speak with a 
louder voice than the one 
currently coming from 
Borough Hall.

“Helen Marshall is 
a nice person, but I think 
she’s been an absentee 
landlord for the last eight 
years,” he said.

Avella paints himself 
as an independent force in 
government, which is some-
thing money cannot buy.

“I think Queens needs 
a strong voice and someone 
that is not the typical politi-
cian,” he said. “I know all 
my opponents very well, 
and this is not about them 
personally, but they are the 
typical politicians.”

ROP

[state] Comptroller [Tom] 
DiNapoli, we intend to use 
every tool in our arsenal to 
crack down on anyone who 
abuses the public trust.”

Schneiderman said 
that from 2007-10, Holmes 
got three member items 
sponsored by convicted 
former state Sen. Shirley 
Huntley, who will begin 
serving a 366-day sentence 
this month after pleading 
guilty in federal court ear-
lier this year to a similar 
embezzlement scheme.

Huntley also pleaded 
guilty to covering up the 
theft of taxpayer dollars 
from another nonprofit af-
ter Schneiderman’s office 
brought charges against 
her last year, and she has 
accused him of unfairly 
targeting her.

Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Jamaica), who left the 
City Council after ousting 
Huntley from her seat last 
year, and Councilmen Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Ruben Wills 

(D-Jamaica), all allocated 
money to Holmes’ nonprofit 
in the past several years.

Schneiderman’s office 
said Holmes’ alleged theft 
of about $11,000  in city mon-
ey is the focus of the inves-
tigation, which he catego-
rized as ongoing, and said 
it would be “inappropriate” 
to presume the lawmakers 
had acted improperly sim-
ply by setting aside items 
for the nonprofit.

Comrie earmarked 
$3,500 for the nonprofit in 
fiscal years 2012 and 2013, 
but his item from last year 
is listed as “pending.”

He said he had already 
put the item in the budget 
when city investigators 
raised red flags about the 
group.

Weprin, whose records 
show he allocated $5,000 in 
each of the past two years 
to the nonprofit, released 
a statement saying he had 
canceled the checks after 
he learned of possible mis-
conduct.

“I do not know Mr. 
Holmes and have had no in-
volvement with the organi-
zation,” he said. “Last year, 
I rescinded funding for the 

group when I was informed 
that there was a problem 
with its finances. The orga-
nization received no money 
from my City Council dis-
cretionary funds for the 
last two years.”

Sanders gave $3,500 in 
2012 and Wills, Huntley’s 
former chief of staff, allo-
cated $17,000 in 2012. Wills 
was subpoenaed by the AG’s 
office last year as part of an 
investigation into $33,000 
in state funds distributed 
by Huntley to a nonprofit 
he ran. No charges have 
been filed.

Holmes was charged 
with grand larceny, forgery, 
falsifying business records 
and offering a false filing 
instrument, Schneiderman 
said. He faces up to 15 years 
in jail if convicted on the 
top count.

While state authorities 
have been bringing charg-
es against lawmakers, 
federal investigators have 
been conducting their own 
probe, leading to the ar-
rest of Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) and Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) in April.

Continued from Page 1 
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Avella
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Willets
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Warriors

Flushing resident Omar 
Alejandro Rendon watches fel-
low participants waterski. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY BRANDON ROBINSON

Queens youngsters 
can learn to shoot like Melo 
at Queens College next 
month.

New York Knicks for-
ward Carmelo Anthony 
will host a two-day basket-
ball camp at Queens Col-
lege Aug. 3-4. This is the 
second year the NBA play-
er will hold the program in 
the borough — last year’s 
clinic was held at St. John’s 
University.

“I’m really excited for 
my upcoming youth bas-
ketball camp in New York,” 
Anthony said via e-mail 
about Citi Camp Melo.

The program is open 
to boys and girls in first- 
through 12th-grades and 
focuses on basketball fun-
damentals.

“We had over 350 kids 
out last year and added a 
second session to grow it 
even more this year,” An-
thony said.

Camp organizers ex-
pect somewhere between 
275 and 350 kids to take part 
in each of the two sessions, 
one in the morning and an-
other in the afternoon. Par-
ticipants will run drills to 

learn basketball basics and 
also compete in contests for 
special prizes.

The five-time all-star 
will be joined by several 
top high school and college 
coaches from the area like 
St. Francis Prep’s assistant 
girl’s varsity Coach Kevin 
Wagner and Hunter College 
assistant Coach Derrick 
Lawson.

“The kids see someone 
who was in their position 
many years ago, and they 
can relate to him,” Wagner 
said. 

Organizers said groups 
will be small to ensure each 
pint-sized player gets per-
sonalized instruction, and 
Anthony is slated to talk 
about his life and journey 
through high school, col-
lege and the NBA.

“Whether they’re look-
ing for the chance to play 
against some of the area’s 
top talent or simply play 
alongside some friends, it 
will happen at Camp Melo,” 
said Nick Berta, marketing 
manager for ProCamps, 
which develops, markets 
and operates Anthony’s 
camp.

“What’s unique about 
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Melo to run camp 
at Queens College

New York Knicks star Carmelo Anthony instructs participants in 
his basketball clinic last year at St. John’s University. 

Photo courtesy Citi Camp Melo

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Erving Walker is hop-

ing he isn’t done with the 
NBA.

The former Christ 
the King and University of 
Florida basketball star is 
looking for a second chance 
at playing in the league 
after spending last season 
overseas. The Phoenix 
Suns did not pick him up 
after a strong showing with 
them in the NBA Summer 
League last season, where 

he averaged 5.0 points per 
game.

Walker said the former 
Suns staff told him there 
was a place in the league for 
him, just not with Phoenix. 
He was left to travel to Italy 
and play for Prima Veroli, 
for whom he averaged 18 
points, 3.7 rebounds and 3.6 
assists per game. Walker 
felt he learned from the ex-
perience and was encour-
aged to play the game in the 
way he is comfortable.

“I think I did well,” 

Walker said. “I was pass-
ing a lot, trying to be a true 
point guard. The coaches 
were like, ‘We know what 
you can do. We want you 
to be aggressive, be your-
self.’”

It won’t be an easy 
climb back. Walker has not 
received an invite to play in 
this year’s summer league, 
which could mean he will 
have to head overseas for 
a second straight year af-
ter playing across the New 
York City streetball circuit 

this summer, including 
playing with the Queens-
based DDN/Sean Bell at the 
Hoops in the Sun tourna-
ment in the Bronx.

The 5-foot-8 point guard 
has been doubted multiple 
times through his career, 
particularly because of his 
height. He was never guar-
anteed playing time in high 
school at Christ the King 
and many wondered if he 
would ever see the floor at 
Florida, where he ended up 
leading as the school’s all-
time leader in assists (547) 
and fourth on its all-time 
leading scorer list with 
1,777 points. Walker’s play 
led him to get more time 
on the court than some 
teammates, and highly re-
cruited guard Jai Lucas 
transferred to Texas after 
just one season.

“He’s always proved 
the doubters wrong,” Sean 
Bell Coach Rah Wiggins 
said.

In his mind, what 
makes Walker special is 
he is a winning player who 
can adapt to a time or style. 
Walker can score and play 
up-tempo or be a pass-first 
point guard in a more struc-
tured system like the one he 
ran with Prima Veroli.

“Not to say that the 
U.S. is unorganized, but 
it’s more of a half-court 
game over there, less fast 
breaking,” Walker said. 
“My [Prima Veroli] coach 
tried to use my speed to my 
advantage. He let me get up 
and down because, no dis-
respect to Italians, but they 
are a little slower.”

He is quick to pick 
things up and never afraid 
to do the little things to win. 
His commitment to defense 

Continued on Page 50
Former Christ the King star Erving Walker is looking for another chance to make an NBA team’s ros-
ter. Photo by Joseph Staszewski Continued on Page 50

Walker aims for NBA spot
Former Royals star hopes to land in league after season in Italy
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 Mike Panella leaves 
his mother’s side mostly 
to shower, sleep and coach 
basketball on New York 
City’s streetball circuit.

The former St. Francis 
Prep and Manhattanville 
College standout spends 
the bulk of his days in the 
hospital visiting his moth-
er Marie, who is slowly re-
covering after she was in 
a car accident on the Long 
Island Expressway over 
a month ago. She was in a 
medically induced comma 
for two weeks, and when 
she came out of it, she was 
left unable to speak after a 
tracheostomy.

“I’ve basically been 
living in the hospital,” said 
the 27-year-old Panella, a 
Flushing native. “Other 
than these games I’m in 

the hospital if I’m not home 
taking showers.”

Coaching High 
Ground, the name his moth-
er picked for Panella’s per-
sonal hoops training com-
pany, is the only thing that 
brings him respite from 
worrying about her well-
being. When he is around 
the courts at West 4th and 
Hoops in the Sun at Or-
chard Beach in the Bronx, 
Panella is surrounded by 
friends and former team-
mates from Manhattan-
ville and St. Francis Prepa-
ratory in Fresh Meadows. 
They appreciate his being 
out there coaching them 
with the encouragement of 
his family.

“His mom is sick and 
we are all pulling for her, 
but sometimes you have to 
get out and be out in the sun 
and doing what he loves, 
and this is what he loves,” 
said former St. Francis 
Prep star Bryan Geffen, 
who played a season profes-
sionally overseas.

Normally Panella, an 

assistant coach at Man-
hattanville the last three 
years, would be playing 
alongside Geffen and fellow 
SFP teammate and close 
friend Mike Marin, as he 
had in years past. A torn 
ACL in December has rel-
egated him to the sidelines. 
The three’s former Run-
ning Rebels AAU Coach 
Mitch Eisner has been act-
ing as an assistant coach. It 

has created a much differ-
ent dynamic, but one all are 
comfortable with because 
of Panella’s knowledge of 
the game.

“When I take them 
out of the game, they can’t 
say anything because they 
asked me to do it,” Panella 
joked.

Marin added, “We feel 
like he is the sixth man out 
there.”

Marin and Geffen, who 
Panella played in gram-
mar school, joined Higher 
Ground for the last two sea-
sons in hopes of finding bet-
ter competition after play-
ing in the RPSA and Island 
Garden basketball leagues. 
Higher Ground is one of the 
top teams in the West 4th 
league, where it has played 
the last four summers, but 
the group has struggled 

at Hoops in the Sun. That 
hasn’t taken away from the 
experience.

Panella and Higher 
Ground wanted to test 
themselves against the best 
after winning titles in oth-
er men’s leagues.

“We said why don’t we 
play in one of these leagues 
that we hear about where 
these guys have all these 
nicknames?” Geffen said.

But Panella and High-
er Ground aren’t there for 
the hype and attention. 
They just love basketball 
and love competing. Re-
cently, though, hoops has 
become about something a 
bit more. It’s a way for Pan-
ella to forget about the pain 
his mom is going through 
by being around his pas-
sion and friends.

“It’s the only thing I’ve 
been able to do to take my 
mind completely off that,” 
Panella said. “From the 
time I step on the court to 
the time I walk back to the 
car, it’s been an awesome 
release.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Panella fi nds escape in coaching streetball team
Flushing native surrounds himself with friends to deal with mother’s recovery after car crash on LIE

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Queens teams pro-

duced a memorable 2012-13 
high school season filled 
with great players, great 
games and exceptional 
squads. Who had the best 
year of them all?

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers sports editor Joseph 
Staszewski breaks it down 
as he ranks the Top 10 
Queens high school teams 
regardless of sports for the 
2012-13 season. The squads 
are selected keeping in 
mind their level of domi-
nance in their sport, the 
level and difficulty of any ti-
tle won, the historic nature 
of its season and quality of 
their overall year. Here is 
how the list shaped up:

1. Christ the King 

boys’ basketball (28-3)

The Royals earn the 
top spot for simply being 

the most dominant team 
in the state’s most competi-
tive sport. Christ the King 
went 28-3 en route to win-
ing a second state Federa-
tion Class AA title in the 
last four years. Led by New 
York state’s Mr. Basketball 
Jon Severe, CK often made 
what was supposed to be 
tough contests look easy 
and also gutted out tight 
wins late.

2. Construction soft-

ball (24-1)

The Red Hawks come 
next after having the most 
historic season in the bor-
ough. Construction ace 
Britney Rodriguez won the 
school’s first PSAL Class 
A softball title and became 
the first Queens team to 
win since 2002. They did so 
by ending two-time defend-
ing champion Tottenville’s 
117-game regular season 
winning streak before beat-

ing them again in the final.
3. St. Francis Prep 

girls’ volleyball (15-1)

St. Francis Prep con-
tinued its dominance of 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
and Queens volleyball 

in general. The Terriers 
claimed their sixth-straight 
diocesan title and reached 
their second-straight 
CHSAA Class ‘AA’ state 
final, a rare feat for a city 
team. SFP features a se-
nior group of Kelly Flynn, 
Kendra McCalla and Kiara 
Pierre that helped propel 
the program to an elite lev-
el in New York City.

4. Christ the King 

girls’ soccer (16-1-0)

A year ago, the Royals 
made history by winning 
their first CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens title. This year 
they came back and repeat-
ed the feat in unbeaten fash-
ion. What made the cham-
pionship extra special was 
CK did it with a much dif-
ferent and younger roster. 
Freshman phenoms Medi-
na Mulic and Sarah Nolan 
picked up the scoring.

5. Archbishop Mol-

loy boys’ soccer (17-2-0)

The Stanners ground 
out a tough regular season 
with Denes Kostel and Nick 
Matusewicz scoring big 
goals and Chris Mouzakitis 
leading a stingy defense. 
Molloy had extra motiva-
tion for its 1-0 win over 
Fordham Prep in the city 
title game, its first crown 
since 2009. The victory 
made good on a promise 
made to former teammate 
Justin Thompson, who 
was left paralyzed from the 
waist down in 2011.

6. John Adams boys’ 

basketball (24-6)

John Adams made a 
little history itself. As a 
No. 13 seed, the Spartan 
won the school’s first PSAL 
Class A crown. Their magic 
run ended all with a loss in 
the state Federation final 
to Albany Academy after 
upsetting McKinley in the 

semifinals led by Markell 
French and Paul Johnson. 
By making the title game, 
they became the first PSAL 
team to do so since 2001.

7. St. Francis Prep 

boys’ handball (18-0)

Perfect and historic are 
the best ways to describe 
St. Francis Prep’s season. 
The Terriers won their 
11th-straight undefeated 
CHSAA city title, tying a 
record set by the school in 
1981. Also, by not losing 
a single game all season, 
SFP became the first team 
to do so since St. Francis 
did back in 1976. The year 
marked the emergence of 
sophomore Ryan Delevan.

8. Academy of Amer-

ican Studies boys’ volley-

ball (15-0)

The Eagles handled the 
pressure of being the hunt-
ed a year after winning the 

TimesLedger picks Top 10 Queens HS teams of ‘12-13

Christ the King’s Jon Severe 
heads to the hoop earlier this 
year. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Former St. Francis Prep standout (c.) Mike Panella coaches his Higher Ground team at Hoops in the 
Sun. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued on Page 50
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised
specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments
include Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $1,000/$2,000. * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 07-31-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $349 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  XTS
FWD

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000 Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$349
Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows, Power
Locks, Power Mirrors,
Power Seat, Bluetooth,

Turn by Turn Navigation
& Much More! 
MSRP $38,225

LEASE FOR

FWD 1 SA PACKAGE

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down $0 Bank Fee 

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $399 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K
Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$399
LEASE FOR

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$179
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $179 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Bluetooth, Power Seat, Rear
Park Assist, Sideline Alert &
Much More! MSRP $23,975

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive with Navigation

$369
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $369 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Navigation,
Leather, Power Roof, Power

Seats, Power Windows, Power
Door Locks, Back-up Camera,

Remote Starter, Park Assist,
Heated Seats & Much More!

MSRP $44,870
Limted Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$269
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $269 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,200

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Locks, Power Seats, Rear Park
Assist, Bluetooth, CUE System,
Remote Start, Wood Trim & much
more. MSRP $45,345
XTS now includes an iPad*

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience

Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks, Back-Up
Camera, Biose Surround System,
Heated Seats, Power Seats,
Bluetooth, CUE & Much More!
MSRP $36,840 
ATS now includes an iPad*

BUICK

BUICK
Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!
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school’s first PSAL Class A 
volleyball title. They made 
it two straight by knocking 
off previous unbeaten Car-
dozo in the final to finish 
their own perfect season. 
Senior stars Michal Kasza 
and Conrad Zajkowski 
ended their stellar careers 
on top.

9. Monsignor Mc-

Clancy boys’ soccer (15-

1-3)

McClancy and its 
high-powered offense has 
become the class act of the 

CHSAA’s ‘A’ division. The 
Crusaders lost just once 
in the regular season and 
reached its fourth city final 
in the last five years. There 
they pulled out a 1-0 win 
over St. Joseph by Sea for a 
second straight title behind 
Joey Mifsud and George 
Alissandratos.

10. Long Island City 

cricket (13-3)

Defending champion 
Long Island City didn’t 
come into the playoffs as 
the favorite, but left with 
the crown. The Bulldogs 
had to win their semifi-
nal over top-seeded Bry-
ant and the final against 

Hillcrest on the same day. 
They became the second 
team to reach the final for 
the third straight year and 
the second to win consecu-
tive crowns behind seniors 
Tufayul Ahmed and Attaur 
Khan.

Honorable mention

Archbishop Molloy 
girls’ basketball

John Adams baseball
Benjamin Cardozo 

track and field
Aviation boys’ soccer
Bayside boys’ hand-

ball
Scholars Academy 

girls’ basketball

this summer has really im-
pressed Wiggins so far, but 
it’s nothing he wouldn’t ex-
pect from Erving. He won a 
city title at Christ the King 
and took Florida to two 
Elite Eights.

“He’s just a winner,” 
Wiggins said. “He does 
whatever it takes to win. He 
will make the right steal, 

play defense.”
Walker is happy to see 

the Christ the King pro-
gram getting back to its 
winning ways. The Middle 
Village school won its sec-
ond state Federation Class 
AA title in the last three 
years. In his mind it’s right 
where the Royals belong.

“Christ the King al-
ways had a winning pro-
gram,” Walker said. “That’s 
what we are use to, win-
ning. Bob Oliva brought 

in good players and had a 
good system and Joe Arbi-
tello kept it going.”

Walker wants to keep 
his winning ways going at  
the next level in the NBA. 
All he can do now it keep 
and improving and keep 
waiting.

“All he has to do is stay 
in the gym and keep work-
ing hard,” Wiggins said. 
“Maybe his number is go-
ing to get called.”

Walker
Continued from Page 47

Top teams
Continued from Page 48

Melo
Continued from Page 43

this camp is that it’s not 
just an appearance for Car-
melo — this is Carmelo’s 
personal camp, and he re-
ally takes ownership of it,” 
he added.

So is there a possibility 
Melo may bring some of his 
NBA buddies to work with 
the kids?

“While there’s always 
a chance that he’ll bring 
some teammates along, 
Carmelo is running this 

solo,” Berta said.
Anthony led the NBA 

in scoring with 28.6 points 
per game in the league’s 
regular season and carried 
the Knicks to the second 
round of this year’s play-
offs before the team was 
eliminated by the Indiana 
Pacers. A few months re-
moved, Anthony said he is 
looking forward to the pro-
gram here in New York.

“I’ve worked with 
ProCamps since my rookie 
year, and I am excited to 
see the camps continue to 
grow,” he said.

In the past few years, 
Anthony has come full cir-
cle. A Brooklyn native, he 
later moved to Baltimore 
and was then drafted by 
the Denver Nuggets before 
being traded to the Knicks. 
Now Melo is an inspiration 
for kids in New York City, 
according to his fellow 
camp coach.

“It’s fantastic for the 
kids from the borough of 
Queens to see a superstar 
of his caliber. He’s one of 
the top five players in the 
world,” said Wagner.
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