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The City Council voted 
Wednesday to allow the United 
States Tennis Association to ex-
pand in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park following an 11th-hour 
agreement that will pump about 
$10 million into the shabby green-
space.

The vote now clears the 
way for the Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center to grow by 
0.68 acres in Flushing Meadows, 

Continued on Page 49

BY PHIL CORSO

The city was days away from 
pushing forward a widely unpop-
ular plan to build a new primary 
school in Bayside when political 
opposition put the vote on hold, 
officials said.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and state Assemblywom-
an Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
scheduled a news conference for 
last Friday to oppose the 416-seat 
elementary school just days be-
fore the City Council was to vote 

on the plan.
But the city Education De-

partment rescinded the vote and 
instead booked a sitdown with 
northeast Queens officials to mull 
over the proposal, Avella said.

The Council will make the 
ultimate call on the plan, but not 
until the DOE has its scheduled 
discussion with borough repre-
sentatives, an Education Depart-
ment spokeswoman said.

“The city cannot just roll 
over our community. We want to 

Continued on Page 50
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LITTLE LEAGUE CELEBRATION
Trevor Dries, 6, plays inside a bouncy castle at the Glen Oaks Oval 
during the Glen Oaks Little League Challenger Division’s Field Day. 
The event, sponsored by the Steven J. Petillo Foundation, included 
the handing out of trophies to players to conclude their season. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

USTA pledges
$10M to park
for expansion

Bayside protests 
proposed school 
on 48th Avenue
DOE stalls fi nal vote for more debate
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The United States Tennis Association 
is working toward building its re-
vised vision of the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center after the City 
Council gave the plan a thumbs up. 

Willets Pt. music heard 
in Bayside’s quiet streets
Page 3 QGuide Page 37QGuide QGuide Page 37Page 37

JAMS rolls 
into town
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BY JOE ANUTA

Homeowners in Flush-
ing last week success-
fully sued a developer who 
planned to build new homes 
that were perfectly permis-
sible under city laws but 
ran  afoul of a century-old 
private building code that 
also governs the neighbor-
hood.

The Broadway-Flush-
ing Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation won a permanent 
injunction in Queens Su-
preme Court July 17 to stop 
property owner Xu Dong 
Xiao from dividing his ex-
pansive lot on the corner 
of 163rd Street and 35th 
Avenue into two smaller 
parcels and building homes 
on each of them — about a 
month after scoring a simi-
lar precedent-setting vic-
tory in appellate court.

“The association is ec-
static. It proves everything 
we have said for decades,” 
said President Janet Mc-
Creesh. “This decision, 
along with the recent ap-
peals court ruling, will 
make people think twice 
before challenging the deed 
restriction.”

The deed restriction 
McCreesh referred to is 
called the Rickert-Finlay 
Covenant, which was writ-
ten by the original develop-
ers of the neighborhood in 
1909 and requires larger 
lawns and smaller homes 
for the 540 properties in 
its boundaries, which run 
roughly from 157th Street 
in the west to 168th Street 
in the east and 33rd Av-
enue in the north down to 

Northern Boulevard and 
Crocheron Avenue in the 
south. 

The covenant is writ-
ten into the deeds of all the 
homes it covers, but it is 
not part of any city law. In-
stead, the association must 
enforce the code by suing 
any violators in civil court.

In this case, Xiao’s 
120-by-100-foot lot will now 
have to remain as a single 
parcel, which is required 
by the convenant to main-
tain a more rural and open 
character in the neighbor-
hood, according to the jus-
tice who heard the case.

The July decision is 
the second victory for the 
neighborhood in a month. 
On June 14, an appellate 
court ruled the Broad-
Flushing Homeowners 
could legally prevent a ho-
meowner from building a 
wall contrary to the cov-
enant’s open space require-
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BY PHIL CORSO

Bayside activists and 
their elected officials have 
not let up on their efforts to 
give everyday residents a 
seat at the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s negotia-
tion table.

Queens Quiet Skies 
founder and Community 
Board 11 member Janet 
McEneaney submitted a 
formal proposal for an avi-
ation roundtable with the 
FAA after more than a year 
of drastically increasing 
airplane noise, but was left 
in waiting after the agency 
rebutted with some objec-
tions to certain aspects of 
the draft. Meanwhile, law-
makers also called on the 
Port Authority to establish 
its own airport advisory 
committee with commu-
nity leaders to address 
complaints of noise and air 
pollution.

It took days for McE-
neaney to write and sub-
mit a formal, binding set 
of rules to the FAA with 
hopes of establishing an 
aviation roundtable involv-
ing area residents in both 
the FAA and Port Author-
ity’s decision-making, she 
said. FAA Administrator 
Carmine Gallo returned 
the proposal to her earlier 
this week with some of the 
agency’s objections, pro-
longing the process.

“We looked at their ob-
jections and said they were 
things we could talk about,” 
McEneaney said. “It is a 
very difficult balancing act 
because this roundtable is 

going to have more airports 
than you will usually see in 
any given airspace.”

The Bayside native 
said she based much of her 
proposal on other aviation 
roundtables established in 
other major airspaces, such 
as San Francisco, but none 
included as many major 
airports as the New York 
metropolitan area.

“What we are propos-
ing is to let it be an umbrel-
la organization with a com-
mittee for each airport, so 
the members involved with 
each airport live in the 
area,” she said. “The whole 
essence of this roundtable 
is consensus-building and 

having input from all the 
stakeholders.”

Elected officials on the 
federal level also moved 
the conversation forward 
when they sent a letter to 
Port Authority Executive 
Director Patrick Foye this 
week urging the creation 
of an airport advisory com-
mittee. The goal, they said, 
was to give residents an 
outlet to express how they 
are affected by flight pat-
terns, construction, times 
and frequency of arrivals 
and departures, new run-
way configurations and 
other matters.

“It is simple common 
sense to say that the larg-

est metropolitan area in 
the country should have an 
airport advisory commit-
tee like the one we are pro-
posing, a body that would 
help increase quality of life 
for locals,” said U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.). 
“With the creation of this 
committee, those affected 
by airplane noise can pro-
vide a more united front to 
their elected officials, the 
aviation community and 
the FAA.”

Joining Schumer in 
that letter were U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Melville), U.S. Rep. Grace 

The Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners’ Association has 
legally prevented one man 
from dividing this grassy cor-
ner lot into two parcels.

Queens Quiet Skies founder Janet McEneaney is in talks with the Federal Aviation Administration to 
establish an aviation roundtable with hopes of silencing airliner noise in her community.

Broadway civic wins 
suit to preserve nabe

Boro seeks FAA noise panel
Bayside leaders push for advisory role to keep fl ight fi ght alive

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 50



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UL. 26-A

UG. 1, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

3

BT

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Party animals who 

blast music out of trunk-
mounted car speakers in 
Willets Point are driving 
homeowners nuts as far 
away as Bayside.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers reported earlier this 
month on the seven-week 
ordeal of North Flushing 
resident Peter Condiles, 
who successfully tracked 
the maddening music to a 
recurring Iron Triangle 
block party 1 1/2 miles from 
his home. Now residents 
living twice as far away 
say their sleepless nights 
can be traced to the same 
source.

At about 2 a.m. on a 
night in mid-May, Ignatius 
LaBarbera stepped outside 
his home near the corner 
of 202nd Street and 36th 
Avenue in Bayside for some 
fresh air, but it was not the 
relaxing experience he was 

looking for.
“My deck was vibrat-

ing,” he said.
The retired NYPD of-

ficer at first dismissed the 
pounding music, believing 
it was a graduation bash or 
other one-time party.

But when the noise re-
turned the next weekend, 
he knew he had a problem.

“It was really driving 
me out of my skin. The din 
of the air conditioner, the 
radio and the TV — they 
were no good,” he said. “The 
bass went right through.”

LaBarbera took to 
wandering the streets near 
his home late at night in 
a futile effort to pinpoint 
where the sound was com-
ing from. He sometimes ran 
into perplexed neighbors 
trolling the streets on the 
same nocturnal mission.

One man stormed over 
to a nearby house, sure he 
had located the source of 
the music, only to find all 

the lights were out and not 
a soul stirring inside.

“It was the most bi-
zarre thing. All of a sudden 
you’d turn onto an avenue 
and it was as quiet as a 
church,” LaBarbera said.

He checked for new 
nightclubs or vacant stores 
where spontaneous revelry 
might crop up, but when he 
drove by, they were always 

dead silent.
One weekend he 

trained his crosshairs on 
a bar near the corner of 
Utopia Parkway and 29th 
Avenue.

“I thought, ‘This was 
it,’” he said. “But I walk in 
and they are playing Frank 
Sinatra on the jukebox.”

LaBarbera called the 
111th Precinct, 311 — any 

agency he could think of. 
The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
contacted him to perform 
a noise survey, since it can 
issue violations, but La-
Barbera and his neighbors 
could not point to where the 
sound was coming from.

“When we went to 
Flushing, I really thought I 
lost my mind,” he said, in-
credulous the sound could 
be coming from that far 
away.

But Main and Union 
streets turned up nothing, 
and the armchair investi-
gators again returned to 
Bayside.

It was only after learn-
ing of Condiles’ ordeal that 
LaBarbera believed the 
two had been victims of the 
same souped-up speakers.

On June 21, Condiles 
stumbled upon hundreds 
of people gathered at an 
outdoor party in the Iron 
Triangle , a small neigh-

borhood of auto shops and 
junkyards across from 
Citi Field. Several cars had 
their trunks open, where as 
many as 30 speakers were 
mounted inside a single ve-
hicle, the Flushing resident 
said.

All of the autos had 
been synchronized and 
were collectively blasting 
dance music out over the 
Flushing River, where the 
sound bounced off homes, 
supermarkets and shop-
ping centers before rattling 
the eardrums of weary res-
idents.

The 110th Precinct, 
which covers the area, 
said the parties are likely 
organized by social media 
and had moved from an-
other location in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Of-
ficers have been patrolling 
the area, breaking up the 
bashes and have even con-
fiscated cars, police said.

Party-goers at Willets Point marvel at a trunk full of speakers, 
which residents as far away as 3 miles say are causing them sleep-
less nights. Photo courtesy Peter Condiles

Willets Point parties perturb Baysiders 3 miles away
Homeowners come forward after report on mysterious music that plagued neighborhoods for weeks
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BY PHIL CORSO

An abundance of over-
grown weeds and vegeta-
tion at the Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground 
were the end result of a city 
Parks Department staff 
changeover and equipment 
malfunction that have 
since been corrected, a 
spokesman said.

Mandingo Tshaka, 
a Bayside activist and 
co-chairman of the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy, fired 
off a letter to Parks Com-
missioner Veronica White 
earlier this month demand-
ing the sacred site be prop-
erly maintained after he 
passed through only to find 
it littered in greenery and 
graffiti.

And though Parks 
cleanup crews have since 
been regularly visiting the 
site, Tshaka said he was 
still saddened to see how 
dirty the grounds must 
get to warrant the city’s 
response just across the 
street from the manicured 
Flushing Cemetery.

Tshaka said he won-
dered if the city was inten-
tionally neglecting the site.

“Yes, it is nice they’re 
cleaning it up now,” Tshaka 
said. “But the question is, 
are they going to continue 
doing it?”

A Parks spokesman 
said the department un-
derwent a turnover in staff 
and a maintenance equip-
ment malfunction last 
month, which led to a brief 
period when the site was 

maintained less frequently. 
He said the city regularly 
cleans the burial ground 
several times a week.

But Tshaka said he 
only saw a response after 
he started making calls and 
writing letters to the city.

“They’re doing it now, 
but only because I com-
plained,” Tshaka said. “If 
they can keep Kissena Park 
well-maintained, which is 
just around the corner, why 
can’t they keep this site 
maintained?”

TimesLedger News-
papers visited the 46th 
Avenue burial ground 
Tuesday morning to find 
a Parks crew working to 
remove overgrown weeds 
there, and one site manager 
also said it was Tshaka who 
helped spur the cleanup ef-
forts into action.

Nevertheless, the Bay-
side activist said the city 
needed to do more to prop-
erly honor the sacred site 
beyond maintaining its 
regular schedule of clean-
ups.

Tshaka first became 
involved with the burial 
ground in the 1980s, back 
when it was known as Mar-
tins Field. He had discov-
ered that more than 1,000 
people, most of whom were 
African American or na-
tive American, were bur-
ied there between 1840 and 
1898.

The property was 
handed over to the Parks 
Department in 1914 when 
it was renamed as Mar-
tins Field and turned into 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As expected, Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg took his 
red pen to a pair of NYPD-
reform bills Tuesday, set-
ting up the final showdown 
in the politically charged 
debate over legislation to 
rein in the department’s 
stop-and-frisk practices.

Since the City Coun-
cil passed the Commu-
nity Safety Act June 26, 
Bloomberg has staunchly 
opposed it, pledging not 
only to veto its two mea-
sures but also to try to use 
his political influence to 
turn the lawmakers who 
voted in favor of it. He made 
good on one of those prom-
ises Tuesday, calling the 
measures “dangerous and 
irresponsible” in letters ex-
plaining his vetoes.

The act, drafted amid 
the outcry over the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk tactics, is 
comprised of two bills, one 
that seeks to create an in-
spector general under the 
city Department of Investi-
gation to oversee the police 
department. It passed with 
a solid 40 votes.

The other, a proposal 
that would amend the city’s 
current bias-based profil-
ing law to open a legal av-
enue for alleged profiling 
victims to sue the depart-
ment, passed with 34 votes, 
the bare minimum needed 

to overturn a mayoral veto.
The 14 members of the 

Queens delegation were 
split evenly on profiling 
bill, with Council members 
Liz Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage), James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows), Dan Hal-

loran (R-Whitestone), Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and Peter Vallone Jr. (D-As-
toria) opposing the bill.

Casting votes in favor 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 27-year-old Briarwood woman 
diagnosed with aggressive breast 
cancer last month was left to fend for 
herself in an insurance black hole 
before state health care providers 
steered her toward a Queens facility 
and saved her from an uncertain fu-
ture.

In early June, New York Uni-
versity graduate Mavis Martin was 
hunting for employment in a recover-
ing economy, trying to visualize the 
future ahead of her, and like many 
young adults in the city not exactly 
stressing over her lack of health in-
surance.

But that changed when she found 
a strange lump in one of her armpits 
and went to see a doctor. Then anoth-
er. On June 5 she was told she had a 
rapidly expanding cancerous tumor 

and needed immediate treatment.
“So, maybe you should check 

again. Because I’m 27 and my life 
should be about going out on dates 
and finding employment,” Martin 
recalled thinking. “But everything 
changed very quickly.”

Martin did not have the money 
to pay out-of-pocket for treatment. 

She had aged out of her parent’s in-
surance just months before, and the 
unemployment benefits she was col-
lecting did not make her a likely can-
didate for Medicaid.

“I went to a counselor for insur-
ance,” Martin recalled. “She actually 
said, ‘Well, you are in that niche of 
people who can’t be helped.’”

To say the clock was ticking 
would be an understatement.

Martin applied for Medicaid any-
way and was told she would need to 
wait two weeks to see if she qualified. 
After five days, she called to check on 
her status. They did not even have her 
in the system, Martin said.

But the next phone call may have 
saved her life.

She decided to try the offices of a 
state program she was not even sure 
still existed — the Medicaid Cancer 

Mavis Martin is fighting her cancer head-
on after a helping hand from state health 
officials. Photo by Christina Santucci

Police respond to a man on Jamaica Avenue who they said was acting erratically. Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg vetoed a pair of NYPD-reform bills the Council passed last month.

A cleanup crew pulls weeds out of a garden at the Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground earlier this week. Photo by Phil Corso

Briarwood woman beats back cancer

Mayor upholds vow to veto
Bloomberg nixes two bills zeroing in on stop-and-frisk practices

Parks crews restore 
sacred Flushing site

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY LISA AUTZ
 
Far Rockaway’s Beach-

side Bungalows have been 
given a guardian by the 
name of Richard George.

The historic beach 
homes, from Beach 24th to 
Beach 26th streets, have 
been surviving against 
waterfront developers and 
hurricanes with the help 
of George, president of the 
Beachside Bungalow Pres-
ervation Association and 
30-year area resident, who 
has a dedication to the bun-
galows that has not yet met 
its match.

The job of a preserva-
tionist never takes a break 
for George, as he is fixated 
on conserving the remains 
of the shrinking seaside 
neighborhood. Now only 
about 100 bungalows exist 
from the once-thriving va-
cation spot that held more 
than 7,000 in the 1920s.

“I saw the importance 
of preserving a part of not 
only Rockaway’s cultural 
legacy associated with the 
past recreational resourc-
es of our coastal area, but 
also a part of Rockaway 
and America’s history of 
the early 20th century,” he 
said.

Along with helping to 
get the Beach Bungalow 
Historic District on the 
State and National Register 
of Historic Places, George 
has invested long hours in 
a span of about 20 years su-
ing against projects in the 
district that violate zon-
ing codes and coastal poli-
cies. These actions have 
resulted in zoning revi-
sions of almost the entire 
Rockaway peninsula to se-
cure the bungalows’ ocean 
views and public access to 
the beach. The owners of 
the oceanfront homes now 
hope to gain city landmark 
status to further preserve 
the distinct character of 
the community.

“The State and Nation-
al Register protects against 
government development. 
We are hoping to get New 
York City landmark sta-

tus, which would require 
developers to go through 
the commissioner to make 
changes,” said George.

In the 1920s, during 
the construction of Cross 
Bay Boulevard and the 
Far Rockaway boardwalk, 
bungalow real estate was 
booming. Working-class 
Jewish and Irish immi-
grants flocked from the hot, 
congested city to a summer 
home near the shore. The 
beach cottages made up the 
city’s only oceanfront com-
munity at that time.

The distinct architec-
ture of the one-story cottag-
es was the work of Henry 
Hohauser, designer of art 
deco hotels in Miami in the 
1930s. Each is made of brick 
and plaster and features 
two to three bedrooms, a 
small kitchen, bathroom 
and an open front porch. 
The endangered few that 
remain represent the once-

flourishing vacation neigh-
borhood where working-
class families congregated. 

For the time being, 
George has filed more than 
seven lawsuits against city 

developers using the De-
fense of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1971, 
a federal act devoted to 
preserving beachfront ac-
cess for public use. He has 
sued major companies such 
as YOMA development 
group, Impressive Homes 
and Metroplex on the At-
lantic. The federal appeals 
court , however, has repeat-
edly told George he has no 
standing to sue, since Con-
gress does not give rights 
to individuals or citizens in 
the coastal zone statute.

“The judge ruled 
contrary to the law,” said 
George, who explains the 
federal judge refused to 
acknowledge that the act 
states citizens, along with 
local government and state 
agencies, have grounds to 
ensure there is compliance 
with its policies. 

The Corona native has 
lived in the urban water-

front area since 1981. After 
working in the city doing 
antique porcelain restora-
tion for wealthy clientele, 
George retreated to the 
bungalows of Far Rock-
away where his mother re-
sided. Now as owner of two 
bungalows, one as his home 
and one has his restored 
art studio, George takes 
pride in his dedication and 
claims it is a product of his 
roots.

“My family origins 
are from Italy, where they 
preserve structure and art. 
I was hired to do antique 
porcelain restoration of 
fine antiques from China, 
England, France and real-
ized the value in preserv-
ing parts of culture and 
history over the centuries,” 
George said.

After joining the 
Beachside Bungalow Pres-
ervation Association in 
1981, he was voted onto the 
board in 1985 and has since 
become president. George’s 
environmental initiatives 
as a member of the BBPA 
have contributed to the 
bungalow community’s 
survival through Hurri-
cane Sandy.

After a $15,000 grant 
from the JM Kaplan Fund 
in 1992, George, along with 
several volunteers, planted 
beach grass, shrubs and 
other salt-tolerant plants 
along the boardwalk from 
Beach 24th to Beach 27th 
streets. As a result, the 
heavy-rooted grass and 
shrubs developed a double-
dune system that formed 
a barrier against erosion 
and destruction during the 
storm.

Environmental or-
ganizations took notice of 
the community’s inexpen-
sive natural defense and 
featured them in Happold 
Consulting’s  Sandy Suc-
cess Stories of New York 
and New Jersey in June.

New York Happold 
Consulting, an internation-
al engineering consulting 
firm, teamed up with city 
civic organizations and 
reached out to the Real Es-

tate Board of New York as 
well as the American Soci-
ety of Landscape Architects 
to investigate small-scale 
solutions against storm 
damage.

Environmental groups 
working with the firm pro-
duced 20 case studies of pre-
ventive measures, one of 
which was George’s beach 
grass dune system.

The more palpable 
threats to bungalow sur-
vival, however, are still 
being argued before the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. In May, 
George sent a letter to Mark 
Siberman, general counsel 
of the commission, request-
ing revisions of city zoning 
resolutions and the build-
ing code to further comply 
with waterfront revitaliza-
tion policies and establish 
the bungalows as city land-
marks.

Still waiting for a re-
sponse, George and the 
BBPA organized a meet-
ing with the Department 
of City Planning March 19, 
listing requested changes 
and outlining the BBPA’s 
overall goal: to collaborate 
with the city Zoning Reso-
lution and Building Code to 
preserve the bungalow dis-
trict from towering devel-
opments that block ocean 
views, public access to the 
beach and disrupt the char-
acter of the community.

The written requests 
ask for a joint effort be-
tween private and public 
sectors to work together in 
achieving the goals of the 
BBPA for further survival 
of the community.

“I have narrowly de-
scribed the requirements 
and work very hard for any 
change,” said George.

The resilient preserva-
tionist has spent long hours 
studying coastal and zon-
ing laws as a self-appointed 
lawyer in the majority of 
his lawsuits. His gritty 
character may be the vital 
ingredient in preserving 
the historical bungalow 
community.

Richard George of the Beachside Bungalow Preservation Association of Far Rockaway stands inside 
his coastal home. Photo courtesy Richard George

Far Rock man stands up for bungalows
Richard George wants to preserve beach homes from developers by getting them landmarked

Richard George splits his time 
between his home (bottom) 
and art studio in Far Rockaway. 

Photo courtesy Richard George
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Three years ago, the 
MTA was in such financial 
straits that it had to shut 
down or curtail dozens of 
bus and subway lines in 
Queens and other parts of 
the city.

Now the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
is in the process of restor-
ing service, using $18 mil-
lion from the state and from 
toll and fare increases as 
well as savings from years 
of cost cutting throughout 
the MTA.

“For the second year in 
a row, the state has invest-
ed in significant enhance-
ments and expansions to 
our state’s transit system 
that will improve the expe-
rience of the 8 million com-
muters who use the MTA,” 
said Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

The MTA said Monday 
it would increase the num-
ber of trains and restore 
weekend service on the 
Q31 bus between Bayside 
and Jamaica and the Q77 
running from Laurelton 
to Jamaica. The MTA an-
nounced it would add addi-
tional G trains on weekdays 
between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
and operate them every 
eight minutes rather than 
the present 10 minutes.

M trains will run from 
Queens to Delancey-Essex 
Streets in Manhattan on 
weekends instead of termi-
nating at Myrtle Avenue in 
Brooklyn. The MTA said 

this would cut the numbers 
of transfers and shorten 
waiting time for 37,000 rid-
ers.

The MTA will spend 
$7.9 million annually on 
new bus and subway ser-
vice as well as $5.9 million 
to enhance transit riders’ 
environment with addi-
tional track and station 
cleaning, more controllers 
to manage service on num-
bered subway lines and 
more security cameras.

On the Long Island 
Rail Road, half-hourly ser-
vice on weekends will be 
restored to the Port Wash-
ington line, while six other 
LIRR lines will have im-
proved service to Nassau 
and Suffolk counties.

The restorations, in 
their second consecutive 

year, are scheduled to be 
phased in throughout the 
next year.

MTA Chairman Thom-
as Prendergast said finan-
cial conditions at the tran-
sit agency were better than 
when the cuts were carried 
out but still precarious.

“There are other ser-
vices that we would like to 
restore, expand or initiate, 
and we hope to one day,” 
Prendergast said. “We do 
not want to be in a position 
where we restore or add a 
new service today, only to 
have to pull it back next 
year.”

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is bringing back regu-
lar service along the Q31 bus route. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Q31, Q77 and M train 
to see increased service

*   These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction 
or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants 
will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 
2013-2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on 
each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2011, your payments 
will consist of 60 monthly payments of $16.08 on each $1,000 borrowed at  
2.15% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you 
stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates 
subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older models 
and refinances. Membership required.

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call  

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because I just can’t live without her. 

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at  
MCU makes perfect sense.

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

New

Lo
w R

at
e!

For more  
information, 
scan the code.

ment.
The association was 

formed in 1964 and has long 
collected money to main-
tain a legal fund to finance 
courtroom battles.

“It costs a lot of money 
to go to court,” McCreesh 
said. “We always need to be 
prepared for the next inci-

dent.”
Justice Jeffrey Lebow-

itz seemed emphatic in his 
ruling, even taking a jab at 
less-regulated development 
in the rest of the borough. 
In his 12-page decision, he 
lamented the rise of the 
McMansion — often gaudy 
or ostentatious homes con-
structed with the cheapest 
materials and built to the 
largest specification al-
lowed by law.

“This McMansion cri-
sis was not experienced in 
areas covered by restric-
tive covenants, and under-
scores the continued vital-
ity of these covenants to 
maintain the existing land-
scape of these respective 
neighborhoods,” he wrote.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2

Homes
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CORONA — The Long Island teenager who rushed 
the field during last week’s All-Star game at Citi Field 
could end up warming the bench in prison, authorities 
said.

Dylan McCue-Masone, 18, faces up to a year behind 
bars and $5,000 in fines after Twitter users goaded him 
into leaping onto the diamond and running all the way 
to second base July 16 in the middle of the Major League 
Baseball event, District Attorney Richard Brown said a 
day after the incident.

McCue-Masone, whose case has been sealed, tweet-
ed he would interrupt the nationally televised event if 
he received at least 1,000 responses to his cyber-dare, 
the DA said.

Brown admitted the teen may have been just an 
overzealous fan, but noted a 1993 incident where a ra-
bid spectator rushed onto a German court and stabbed 
tennis pro Monica Seles in the back.

“There is no such thing as being too careful,” 
Brown said.

$5.00  off Any transferred
prescription.

Offer valid from 7/26/13-8/31/13        *Most insurance plans accepted

FOREST HILLS — Police were searching for a 
man wanted in connection with a sexual assault in 
Forest Hills.

On July 21, at about 4 a.m., the man allegedly 
followed a 23-year-old to the front of her home and 
sexually assaulted her.

The man is described as Hispanic and between 
the ages of 25 and 30. He is about 5-foot-10 and 160 
pounds.

He was wearing a red T-shirt, dark pants and a 
red baseball cap at the time of the incident.

POLICE 

Blotter

Man assaulted woman near her home: Police

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Teen possibly faces jail for All-Star stunt: DA

Police released the sketch 
of a suspect in a Forest Hills 
sexual assault incident. 

Sketch courtesy NYPD

EAST ELMHURST  — National safe-
ty regulators are eyeing the Southwest 
Airlines flight that skidded across a La-
Guardia Airport runway Monday eve-
ning after its front landing gear collapsed 
shortly after touching down.

The National Transportation Safety 
Board will investigate the mishap, which 
caused the Boeing 737 to skid 2,175 feet on 
its nose across the tarmac shortly before 
6 p.m., injuring nine people out of the 150 
passengers and crew on board, according 
to a Reuters report.

LaGuardia Airport was temporar-
ily shut down Monday evening as crews 
attended to the crippled aircraft, which 

ground to a halt after the nose wheel 
crumpled back under the fuselage.

LGA grinds to halt after landing gear malfunction

Officials say the nose gear of a Southwest 
Airlines plane collapased during land-
ing at LaGuardia Airport this week. 

AP Photo/Bobby Abtahi

Dylan Mccue-Masone leaves 
Central Booking last week. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BREAKING NEWS

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Taxpayers shelled out 

$100,000 to clean the exiled 
Triumph of Civic Virtue 
statue and help move it 
from its perch outside Bor-
ough Hall to a private cem-
etery in Brooklyn late last 
year, city contracts show.

The Department of 
Citywide Administrative 
Services banished the ne-
glected statue to Green-
Wood Cemetery in Kings 
County in December, jus-
tifying the move by saying 
private dollars would be 
used for upkeep.

“The relocation of 
Civic Virtue by Frederick 
MacMonnies will ensure 
the long-term preservation 
of the sculpture, which 
has been deteriorating and 
is in need of treatment,” 
the department said in a 
statement. “Through this 
public-private partnership, 
Civic Virtue will remain 
fully accessible to the pub-
lic and the sculpture will 
be restored for the first 
time in decades.”

But before the reloca-
tion, the city inked a $50,000 
contract with Pennslyva-
nia-based Kreilick Conser-
vation to provide conser-
vation and preservation 
treatment to the controver-
sial sculpture, which in-
cluded cleaning the entire 
piece and patching cracks 
with faux stone material.

The department paid 
another roughly $50,000 
to Washington, D.C.-based 

Surroundart to build a cus-
tom steel cage that lifted 
the 17-ton artwork off its 
base in December, accord-
ing to documents provided 
to TimesLedger Newspa-
pers.

“That directly con-
tradicts their public state-
ments,” said City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria), a vocal oppo-
nent of the statue’s reloca-
tion. “The city’s rationale, 
which was wrong from the 
beginning, was they were 
going to somehow save 
money by doing this. But 
not only did it cost taxpay-
ers money to move it, now 
we are finding out it is cost-
ing the taxpayers money to 
repair it.”

The contracts were 
given to TimesLedger by 
Queens activist and film-
maker Robert LoScalzo, 
who is currently suing to 
try and obtain communica-
tions between the city and 
the cemetery.

“This asset — that is no 
longer an asset to Queens — 
has been essentially priva-
tized in Brooklyn with 
little to no explanation to 
the public and against the 
wishes and protests of ev-
eryone,” he said.

An indefinite loan 
agreement between the city 
and Green-Wood estimated 
the cemetery would pay 
$165,000 for transportation 
and $27,500 to put a pro-
tective coat on the statue. 
The cemetery will also 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Despite increasing 

opposition, energy com-
panies National Grid and 
Williams Transco are 
moving forward to build a 
3.2-mile-long pipeline that 
would increase the supply 
of natural gas in Brooklyn 
and Queens. A number of 
local groups and individu-
als are against the project, 
citing safety hazards and 
concerns for the environ-
ment.

In 2007, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg released 
PlaNYC 2030, a blueprint 
for preparing the city for 1 
million more residents. In-
cluded in the plan is an ini-
tiative to increase the use 
of natural gas in the city 
and decrease dependence 
on fossil fuels for power 
generation.

“A lot of the activists 
are opposing the project 
for environmental reasons, 
but what’s driving it is 
the city’s clean air goals,” 
Chris Stockton, a represen-
tative for Transco, said.

Stockton said the com-
pany already provides half  
the gas used in New York 
City. The new pipeline is 
just another delivery point 
into the city which will ad-
dress a growing demand for 
energy, he said.

“Think of it like a free-
way,” he said. “All it is is an 
exit ramp.”

Currently, the existing 
Lower New York Bay Lat-
eral Pipeline runs parallel 
to the Rockaway Peninsula. 
The new pipeline would be 
built in two parts: the pro-
posed Rockaway Delivery 
Lateral would branch off 
from the existing Lateral 
and run off-shore and un-
der Jacob Riis Park. The 
second part, built by Na-
tional Grid, would connect 
from Jacob Riis Park into 
Brooklyn along Flatbush 
Avenue.

National Grid has al-
ready begun construction 
on its piece of the project. 
Transco is still seeking 
final approval from the 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission.

The pipeline will have 
a metering station in Floyd 
Bennett Field, where it will 
be monitored remotely, and 
Stockton said it will be in-
spected daily by local work-
ers.

Some of the gas will 
be derived from under the 
Marcellus Shale, a rock for-
mation that extends from 
western New York and 
down into Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and West Virginia. 
The gas, which consists 
primarily of methane, is ex-
tracted by a process called 
hydraulic fracturing, or 
hydrofracking, wherein a 
mixture of water, sand and 
chemicals is pumped un-
derground to break apart 
rock and release gas. Pro-
ponents say natural gas 
is “clean energy” and can 
help boost the economy by 
creating jobs.

But hydrofracking 
has long been opposed by 
environmental activists. 
Concerns include methane 
leaks, groundwater con-
tamination and negative 
effects on health.

Anti-pipeline activ-
ists point to the case of San 
Bruno, the San Francisco 
suburb that suffered a ma-
jor explosion in a pipeline 
owned by Pacific Gas & 
Electric  in 2010, killing 

eight people.
After the blast, 

Brigham McCown, the for-
mer head of the Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration, pub-
licly called for a commis-
sion to address the concern 
of high-pressure pipelines 
that run under residential 
areas. He also suggested 
creating a “no-man’s land” 
around the pipelines.

Jonathan Fluck, a 
member of the Coalition 
Against the Rockaway 
Pipeline, said his group’s 
primary concern is the 
location of the pipeline: It 
will run under a national 
park and near a wildlife 
preserve. A leak puts both 
humans and endangered 
species and animals at risk, 
Fluck said.

Permission to run the 
pipeline through the park 
was granted by the New 
York City Natural Gas Sup-
ply Enhancement Act, a bill 
passed by Congress and 
signed into law by Presi-
dent Barack Obama last 
year.

The legislation, intro-
duced by U.S. Rep. Michael 
Grimm (R-Staten Island), 
authorizes the U.S. secre-
tary of the Interior to ap-
prove permits for natural 
gas pipelines within the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area in New York and 

New Jersey.
The bill also allows for 

the collection of rent from 
leases on any National 
Park Service buildings as-
sociated with the pipeline.

Fluck pointed out that 
the company has given 
a substantial amount of 
political contributions to 
lawmakers within the last 
couple years.

Williams Cos., the par-
ent company of Transco, 
spent $3.3 million lobby-
ing in 2012, according to 
data from the Center for 
Responsive Politics. It gave 
$350,000 to members of 
Congress within the 2012 
election cycle and Grimm 
received $3,000 of those 
contributions.

The company is also 
seeking an exemption 
to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972 to 
facilitate its underwater 
construction. Documents 
filed with the National 
Marine Fisheries Service 
state that animals may be 
“harassed” by noise and 
other vibrations during the 
construction period. The 
sea creatures that could be 
potentially affected include 
whales, dolphins, seals and 
porpoises.

Stockton stressed the 
rigorous safety program 
that Transco will imple-

A proposed pipeline would branch off from a current route and run across the Rockaway Peninsula 
and into Brooklyn. Map courtesy of Williams Companies

The Triumph of Civic Virtue now stands in a private cemetery in 
Brooklyn after it was plucked from its perch outside Borough Hall 
last year.

Pipeline plan stirs debate 
Natural gas link would run beneath Rockaways’ Jacob Riis Park

Public paid to repair
statue of Civic Virtue

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 47
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BY PHIL CORSO

Firehouses from Glen 
Oaks and Astoria were two 
of five spots throughout 
the city to be ransacked 
for cash by a renegade fire-
fighter making phony 911 
calls as distractions, the 
city Department of Investi-
gation said.

Joseph Keene, 34, used 
his cellphone to make the 
fake calls prompting fire 
officials’ response so that 
he could gain exclusive ac-
cess to firehouses and steal 
money from other firefight-
ers’ property inside, a DOI 
report said.

The Hicksville, L.I., 
native pocketed nearly 
$2,000 in cash after wip-
ing out two firehouses in 
Staten Island and one each 
from Glen Oaks and Asto-
ria, investigators said. He 
also stole money from a 
Fire Department facility on 
Randalls Island, the report 
said.

“It is surprising that a 
firefighter would both call 
in fake 911 calls and steal 
money from colleagues,” 
said DOI Commissioner 
Rose Gill Hearn. “To do so 
at this time, when there 
is a heightened need and 
demand for units to be re-
sponding to legitimate calls 
to people in need is espe-
cially outrageous.”

The DOI and city Police 
Department approached 
the six-year firefighter last 
Thursday, when he admit-
ted to using fake calls to 
steal from his colleagues, 
both departments said. He 
was assigned to a firehouse 
in the Bronx at the time of 
his arrest and was suspend-
ed without pay for 30 days, 
the FDNY said.

Keene, who made 
$76,488 in 2012, was ar-
raigned in Queens Crimi-
nal Court last week on 
felony charges of falsely re-
porting an incident, grand 
larceny, burglary and a pe-

tit larceny charge and was 
released on $5,000 bond. 
He faces up to 15 years in 
prison, the Queens district 

attorney’s office said.
In his first stint, the 

DOI said Keene reported 
the smell of gasoline near 

Forrest and Veltman av-
enues in Staten Island, 
springing Ladder 83 of 
Engine 163 into action and 
leaving the 875 Jewett Ave. 
firehouse vacant. Keene 
admittedly made his way 
into the firehouse and stole 
between $150 and $200 in 
cash, the DOI report said.

Nine days later, the 
DOI said Keene reported a 
sparking transformer near 
Victory Boulevard and 
Forrest Avenue in Staten 
Island, where Ladder 80 of 
Engine 157, at 1573 Castle-
ton Ave., responded. Soon 
after making the phony 
call, Keene made his way 
into the firehouse and stole 
between $400 and $500, the 
DOI said.

His third and most 
bountiful theft occurred 
June 11, when Keene re-
ported a gas odor at Jamai-
ca Avenue and Little Neck 
Parkway before making 
his way into Engine 251, at 
254-20 Union Tpke. in Glen 

Oaks, the DOI said. There, 
he stole about $1,200 and 
was caught in act on sur-
veillance footage, the re-
port said.

Keene’s last two acts 
occurred July 17, the report 
said, when he started his 
day stealing between $40 
and $60 from the employee 
locker area at the FDNY 
facility on Randalls Island. 
That same day, he stole 
about $100 from the 42-06 
Astoria Blvd. firehouse be-
longing to Engine 263 while 
units were responding to a 
fire in the Bronx, the DOI 
said.

“This individual is 
not representative of the 
members of the New York 
City Fire Department, who 
serve the city with such dis-
tinction,” Hearn said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Joseph Keene is suspended from the Fire Department as he faces 
charges of stealing from firehouses throughout the city. 

Photo courtesy DOI

Fireman fakes 911 calls to steal FDNY cash: DA 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans
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w/coupon, exp. 8-13-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-13-13
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NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
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FREE*
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BTHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Council legislation protects people from cops

B
ob Friedrich’s July 
12-18 column criticiz-
ing the Community 
Safety Act was mis-

leading and inflammatory.
The act will bring 

much-needed accountabil-
ity and transparency to the 
NYPD, which will improve 
relations between police of-
ficers and the communities 
they are sworn to serve. It 
is about ensuring that po-

lice treat all New Yorkers 
— regardless of their race, 
gender, religion, etc. — with 
courtesy, professionalism 
and respect.

Contrary to Friedrich’s 
bluster, these common 
sense reforms will not pre-
vent police officers from 
stopping an individual they 
legitimately suspect is en-
gaged in criminal activity. 
They will require police 

officers to base law enforce-
ment decisions on an indi-
vidual’s behavior, not his 
or her skin color.

This will enhance pub-
lic safety. In supporting 
these meaningful solutions 
to discriminatory policing, 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and 33 of his colleagues 
took a firm stand for New 
Yorkers’ civil rights and 

improving the quality of 
policing in our city.

They must reject the 
scare tactics and misinfor-
mation spread by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
opponents of reform and 
secure this victory for re-
form.

Candis Tolliver
Briarwood

LIGHT AT THE
SUBWAY TUNNEL’S END

Queens, the stepchild of the city transit system, is fi-
nally getting attention from the powers-that-be at the MTA 
and the governor.

The G train, the smallest subway line in the city and 
perhaps the most notorious for its rare appearances, will 
get some much-needed love with longer trains and more 
frequent service between Brooklyn and Court Square. 
This is the only line in the system that doesn’t serve Man-
hattan.

Even though the “G Sprint,” required when short 
trains pull into a station and riders have to race to the end 
of the platform to board, is part of urban lore, straphang-
ers should be happy to abandon the dashes.

Also in western Queens, the MTA will extend the 
weekend route of the M train from Metropolitan Avenue 
beyond Brooklyn and into the Lower East Side of Manhat-
tan.

These are small steps, but they are moving mass tran-
sit in the right direction.

Queens would add some additional improvements if 
given the chance to draw up a wish list.

In the MTA’s latest revision of its four-year plan, there 
is no mention of the No. 7 train, which is locked in a per-
petual cycle of repair to signal systems and other critical 
components on many weekends during the year. The so-
called International Express, serving northern Queens, 
often slows to a crawl in the non-rush hour period as work 
is performed on the line. The No. 7 deserves kudos at peak 
times, but the MTA should speed up repairs on this criti-
cal line.

Southern and western Queens have more subway op-
tions than northeastern Queens, where riders rely heavily 
on buses and the Long Island Rail Road because the No. 7 
ends in downtown Flushing.

On the bus front, the MTA will restore weekend ser-
vice to the Q31 from Bayside to Jamaica and Sunday ser-
vice on the Q77 from Laurelton to Jamaica.

Hallelujah for more weekend service, but what about 
the interminable weekday lapses between buses on some 
routes when people are trying to get to work and school? 

The LIRR’s Port Washington line is reviving half-
hourly service on weekends, which can offset some of the 
repair slowdowns on the No. 7 line, but riding the railroad 
is pricier than a trip on a crowded subway.

The governor and MTA have listened to riders, and 
Queens is on the brink of a modest restoration in bus, sub-
way and LIRR service.
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Turn Shops at Atlas Park into community center
T

he Shops at Atlas 
Park mall have not 
received an auspi-
cious beginning. 

Almost from the time they 
opened their doors, the lo-
cal media started adopting 
a bipolar attitude.

The story ranged from 
the more pessimistic au-
thors reporting that the 
mall is in decline and going 
to fail soon. On the other 
end of the spectrum, the 
hopefuls announced that 
the mall was on the brink 
of recovering and achiev-
ing its full potential after 
any new store opened in the 
complex.

Being bombarded with 
such discussions, it is easy 
to conceive that the local 
residents did not fully ap-
preciate the mall for its cur-
rent offerings. Residents 
either focused on being 
unsatisfied due to having 
unfulfilled expectations or 
being scared that the mall 
would not last long.

But the mall persisted 
for the last several years. 
As a result, Queens resi-
dents should be grateful for 
the chance to walk into a 

clean and modern space to 
relax, especially as there 
are not many other alter-
natives in the nearby sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

The initial disappoint-
ments with the Shops at At-
las Park started with the se-
lection of stores. Originally 
intended to be a high-end 
shopping experience, the 
mall owners did not take 
into account local prefer-
ences for style, nor did the 
prices reflect well on the 
budget of the local popula-
tion. As other, better-off 
customers did not material-
ize to frequent Atlas Park, 
the locals who became loyal 
customers started becom-
ing alienated that the mall 
was not catering to them.

Things have only gone 
downhill with the closing 
of several stores, such as 
the Amish Market, Rosetta 
Wines and the Italian res-
taurant Pasticcio. The final 
nail in the coffin was when 
the Borders bookstore 
closed, although this was 
certainly not a reflection 
of Queens residents not fre-
quenting the place.

Overall, local resi-

dents formed the impres-
sion that stores were leav-
ing the mall at a faster 
pace than new businesses 
opened. Such attitudes are 
clearly stated on yelp.com, 
where customers review 
their satisfaction with cer-
tain businesses. The Shops 
at Atlas Park scored just 
three stars out of five based 
on 97 reviews, indicating 
an indifferent attitude or 
at times even polarizing 
views between people who 
are in love with the struc-
ture and those who believe 
it is a ghost town.

How can this be a 
thriving business when 
there is no viable means of 
public transportation to the 
mall? To further compli-
cate matters, there is also 
a lack of public parking and 
the mall charges for private 
parking.

But the people who live 
nearby are extremely grate-
ful that the traffic is not 
even worse. Had the mall 
been more popular it would 
have caused even greater 
delays in the already con-
gested traffic. The street in 
front of the mall is so nar-

row that I am always hesi-
tant to ride my bicycle with 
the current flow.

The mall has greatly 
increased the neighbor-
hood’s chances of bring-
ing back a Glendale stop 
on the Long Island Rail 
Road, which would greatly 
benefit the locals working 
in Manhattan. There is a 
railroad line passing by 
the mall and there are also 
no constraints on space to 
build a station. This might 
be a positive or negative 
event depending on one’s 
view and opinion of public 
transportation and its ef-
fects on a neighborhood.

Everyone from resi-
dents to local politicians 
are worried about the 
mall’s profitability and 
thereby its future. State 
Assemblyman Mike Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) and City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
were present during the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
of a redesign of the mall’s 
center.

It is obvious that the 
neighborhood and its affili-
ates place a lot of value on 

the mall’s effect on the lo-
cal economy, but there are 
more methods to accom-
plish this money-making 
goal than one.

The Shops at Atlas 
Park is not an ordinary 
mall and we should not 
treat it as such. Where in 
New York City does one 
have the opportunity to be 
a pedestrian in an outdoor 
shopping space while also 
being able to work out, get a 
haircut and watch a movie? 
Instead of bringing ran-
dom stores and creating a 
busy environment, why not 
bring businesses that the 
community needs?

For example bakeries 
are in short supply in the 
neighborhood and the mall 
needs a casual, affordable 
location where locals can 
chat over a morning cof-
fee. Starbucks is a great 
example, as it is always 
impossible to grab a seat 
there. There is also a lack 
of pharmacies in the area 
surrounding the mall. Why 
not install a space for a 
kids’ playground so at least 
one parent can enjoy time 
off to shop? This could also 

serve as a place to celebrate 
children’s birthdays and 
host parties. Commercial 
kitchen spaces are all but 
nonexistent in the neigh-
borhood.

The current mall own-
ers own Queens Center 
Mall, which ranked among 
the 10 most profitable malls 
in the country, according to 
U.S. News &World Report. 
Queens Center Mall is just 
a 10 minute drive away for 
everyone’s shopping needs, 
but where can one find a 
serene public environment 
nearby?

Queens residents 
should not object to Atlas 
Park’s operating more as 
a community center for as 
long as the mall can sustain 
itself. No one stands in the 
way of profitable progress, 
so change is certainly com-
ing soon.

Lavinia Lotrean
Student

Baruch College
Manhattan

I
n their letters to the 
editor, City Councilmen 
Jumaane Williams (D-
Brooklyn) and Mark We-

prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
make a valiant effort try-
ing to spin the Community 
Safety Act as measures that 
will not jeopardize public 
safety.

Weprin wrote, “Intro 
1080 does not prevent police 
officers from using stop-
and-frisk and would still 
permit the use of race, gen-
der, age and other relevant 
information when pursuing 
criminal suspects.” What 
he does not say is that do-
ing so could result in find-
ing those officers guilty 

of biased-based profiling 
if the crime-fighting tac-
tics employed by the police 
disproportionately affect 
people on the basis of those 
same characteristics.

So how would this 
work in the real world? 
Imagine a string of vehicle 
break-ins has victimized 
a middle-class community 
like Rosedale. A grainy 
security video that is in-
conclusive suggests that a 
group of white male teens 
may be responsible. While 
on night patrol, a cop sees 
a white male teen in this 
predominately black neigh-
borhood walking with no 
purpose and looking into 

parked car windows. Al-
though those actions are 
not illegal, common sense 
tells us to stop and question 
this individual.

Unfortunately, doing 
so would subject the po-
lice to bias-based profiling 
charges under this bill be-
cause the stop was based on 
the color, gender and age of 
the individual and not some 
other factor. Simple suspi-
cion is not sufficient, so we 
can toss common sense out 
the window.

In another neighbor-
hood, the police have re-
sponded to community 
concerns about a local bar 
that has been the scene of 

numerous gun- and alco-
hol-related problems. In a 
proactive effort to stop this, 
every Friday and Saturday 
night for the next month 
the police have set up a ve-
hicle checkpoint a block 
from the bar. After the first 
week, the bar patrons wise 
up to the police action and 
are on their best behavior 
when leaving. Although 
many were stopped, no ar-
rests were made and the 
neighborhood finally gets 
needed relief.

Unfortunately, these 
actions by the police subject 
them to biased-based pro-
filing under the bill, since 
most of the bar patrons are 

people of color and the po-
lice cannot prove that their 
police actions were defini-
tively responsible for the 
reduction of crime.

Proactive police ac-
tions such as these will 
soon end as the NYPD and 
individual officers come 
under challenges of bias-
based profiling. Since the 
law permits full attorney 
fees and expenses, this fi-
nancial bonanza will keep 
attorneys employed for 
years to come at taxpayer 
expense.

Contrary to the as-
sertions of Williams and 
Weprin, these bills will 
not make our streets safer. 

They will put a serious 
crimp on proactive policing 
and will turn the focus of 
law enforcement away from 
the most vulnerable neigh-
borhoods. That is why the 
nation’s most respected 
police commissioner, Ray 
Kelly, the Patrolmen’s Be-
nevolent Association and 
the chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Public Safety Com-
mittee are opposed to this 
measure and do not want 
our city to backslide into 
the morass of crime and de-
spair it once was.

Bob Friedrich
President

Glen Oaks Village

Councilmen wrong on effectiveness of safety law
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D
uring an almost 20-
year career as a re-
cording artist in rap 
music, Curtis Jack-

son III, a native of South 
Jamaica, has been better 
known by his stage name: 
50 Cent.

Born July 6, 1975, to 
a single mother, Jackson’s 
formative years were large-
ly shaped by the crack epi-
demic of 1980s. His mother, 
Sabrina, died of a drug 
overdose when he was 8 and 
he was left to the care of his 
grandparents.

Years later, Jackson 
described that tumultuous 
time in his life: “My grand-
mother told me, ‘Your 
mother’s not coming home. 

She’s not gonna come back 
to pick you up. You’re gon-
na stay with us now.’ That’s 
when I started adjusting to 
the streets a little bit.”

This adjustment in-
cluded a dedication to 
boxing and, by the age of 
12, dealing cocaine in his 
neighborhood. Arrested at 
16 for weapons possession, 
a boot camp turned him 
away from selling drugs 
and Jackson adopted the 
name 50 Cent as a metaphor 
for the “change” in his life.

Jam Master Jay, from 
the breakthrough rap group 
Run-DMC, met 50 Cent in 
1996 and began mentoring 
him. Jay produced a debut 
album for 50, but it was nev-

er released. Jay’s connec-
tions in the music business 
were invaluable, however, 
and he was soon working 
with other groups.

In May 2000, he was 
scheduled to film a video 
for the single “Thug Love,” 
a collaboration with rising 
pop super group Destiny’s 
Child. On the May 24, he 
was attacked in the yard of 
his grandmother’s house 
and was shot nine times in 
an attempted robbery. He 
spent 13 days in the hospi-
tal recovering from his ex-
tensive wounds.

His first album to actu-
ally be released, 2003’s “Get 
Rich or Die Tryin’,” sold an 
astonishing 872,000 copies 
in its first four days. This 
record was broken in 2005 
by the release of his follow-
up album, “The Massacre,” 
which sold 1.14 million cop-
ies in its first four days as 
well.

The singles from that 
album — “In da Club,” 
“Disco Inferno” and “How 
We Do” — set a Billboard 
record for the first solo art-
ist to have three songs in 
the Top 5 in the same week. 
His fourth album, “Before 
I Self-Destruct,” was re-
leased in 2008 and his fifth, 
“Street King Immortal,” 
is due to be released some-

time in 2013.
Beyond his phenom-

enal success in music, 50 
Cent has branched out into 
several business ventures, 
movies and television. His 
initial investment in Gla-
ceau Vitamin Water net-
ted him more than $100 
million when it was sold to 
Coca-Cola in 2007. In addi-
tion, his line of SMS head-

phones has been popular 
among audiophiles. Ap-
pearances in films have 
followed with such titles as 
“Streets of Blood,” “Caught 
in the Crossfire,” and “Ven-
geance.” There have also 
been TV appearances on 
“The Simpsons,” “Entou-
rage” and “Robot Chicken.”

“Fitty” is an example 
of a tough kid from the 
neighborhood who turned 
his life around through 
music.

Concerning his fame, 
he remains somewhat phil-
osophical: “I don’t think it 
makes me a role model. I 
think it makes me inspir-
ing. ’Cause I’m from the 
bottom, I think they look at 
me and go, ‘Well, if he made 
it, I can make it.’”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

S. Jamaica’s 50 Cent made his name as rapper, actor

Sports more concerned with business, not competition

F
or many years, I used 
to say I had two forms 
of exercise: walking 
and jumping to con-

clusions.
As the years have 

passed, I have done much 
less of the former — I used 
to walk from Union Square 
to Lincoln Center or Times 
Square to meet Elaine for 
dinner and an opera, a con-
cert or play — and much 
more of the latter, although 
even that is going by the 
boards in some instances.

In my young days in 
Borough Park, Brooklyn, 
I played a lot of stickball. 
There were not so many 
cars on our street, so we 
could play for quite awhile. 

We did not live near a play-
ground, but we could play 
Chinese handball against 
the wall of a local building.

When we moved to 
Elmhurst, I played many 
games of softball on Nassau 
Heights, now the site of the 
Long Island Expressway. 
Stickball was out of the 
question on 57th Avenue, a 
shortcut between Queens 
Boulevard and Grand Av-
enue in Maspeth. At New-
town field, I played hand-
ball and some softball.

I have played golf twice 
in my life, both times in the 
same week when my friend 
Bill Butler — later editor of 
the Bayside Times — and I 
went upstate for a week.

I have enjoyed watch-
ing tennis, but that was 
long ago at the West Side 
Tennis Club, when an aura 
of sportsmanship was ob-
served. If the patrons were 
even a bit loud, the match 
was stopped.

I always loved baseball 
and my father, a die-hard 
New York Giants fan, taught 
me a lot about the game. He 
and I enjoyed those days at 
the Polo Grounds. I like the 
New York Mets, but root for 
them and the Yankees, be-
cause I would like to have a 
New York champion.

My interest in basket-
ball waned after the great 
teams at my alma mater, 
City College, were found to 
be corrupt. I find the game 
today to be the essence of 
“entertainment” and not 
sport — with the salaries 
to match. Much too physi-
cal, too.

I feel the same way 
about ice hockey. Soccer is 
something I’ve never taken 
to. I think I could be happy 
watching a cricket match 
in Queens these days.

My interest in foot-
ball was in evidence in my 
graduate years at Columbia 
University. A Saturday af-

ternoon at Baker Field was 
a delight. It made no differ-
ence that Columbia was not 
a winner. The sport was all. 
The ambience of the sta-
dium, overlooking the Hud-
son River, was great.

I find professional foot-
ball and much of college 
football to be a business, 
not a sport.

In too many cases, 
universities build huge 
stadiums to make money. 
Players are recruited to 
make the plays that patrons 
want to see. Their academic 
standing frequently takes a 
back seat to their “sport-
ing” prowess. Their futures 
are of no regard. The idea is 
to play and make money.

Is this what a univer-
sity is all about? Are physi-
cal and mental damages to 
professional players and 
others of no concern to the 
institutions and businesses 
that run them?

Do we try to protect 
our children from early on 
about possible damages? Do 
we care if they understand 
that sport is not about win-
ning but playing?

It may be time, given 
the scandals and near-
scandals that seem to pop 
up with regularity in the 
world of sports, to take a 
hard look at what sports are 
doing not only to our chil-
dren but to the adults who 
seem to cheer them on with 

only one objective: win.
Consider this: Of the 

447,000 sports-related head 
injuries treated in emer-
gency rooms in 2009, foot-
ball accounted for 47,000 
and baseball for 38,394, ac-
cording to the American 
Association of Neurologi-
cal Surgeons.

You do not have to look 
far to see this. Check a local 
emergency room sometime 
after a rough game.

Sorry, Vince Lom-
bardi fans, winning is not 
the only thing. Playing the 
game for enjoyment is the 
only thing, unless we want 
to end the charade which 
seems to rule sports in our 
lives and call it what is: big 
business.

The choice is overdue 
everywhere for every age 
and in every place.

Read my blog No Holds 
Barred at timesledger.com.

COLUMNS

■

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

It may be time to take a hard look at 
what sports are doing not only to our 

children but to the adults.

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

I Sit And 
Look Out

Students from PS 140 in South Jamaica surround rapper 50 Cent 
(c., front) and actress Bette Midler (c., back) during the opening of 
a garden in southeast Queens in 2008.
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O
K, class. It’s near 
the end of 12 years 
of school (in this 
case, City Hall 

High), and now it’s time for 
you to graduate and receive 
your final grades.

The Bloomberg era in 
New York is about to sun-
set in less than six months, 
and a report card on differ-
ent subjects will help define 
what worked, what worked 
less well, and what we want 
our next mayor to continue 
to build upon.

It is indisputable 
that Mike Bloomberg and 
his administration have 
changed New York in many 
ways — largely for the good 
— and he will be a tough act 
to follow.

It is hard to imagine 
that any of his potential 
successors will wield as 
much power and influence 
on such wide-ranging poli-
cies as curbing obesity to 
gun control in quite the 

grandiose way he has.
We’re going to give 

Bloomberg his grades now, 
however, knowing that this 
hardworking mayor and 
his team at City Hall will 
not slow down for a victory 
lap in the next six months. 
He still has time to come up 
with more game-changing 
ideas.

SAFETY: A+. When 
Rudy Giuliani left office 
in 2001, could anyone have 
imagined that his succes-
sor would continue to bring 
down crime so precipitous-
ly that New York is now the 
safest city in America? Me-
tropolises like Philly, Chi-
cago and L.A. slid back dur-
ing the last decade, while 
Bloomberg and Ray Kelly 
kept New Yorkers safe from 
crime and terrorism. They 
deserve more than the high-
est grade: They deserve our 
gratitude.

EDUCATION: B. 
Even Mike Bloomberg, 
not generally a self-critic, 
admitted that “we didn’t 
move the needle enough” in 
education in an interview 
with The Atlantic earlier 
this year, but he did some 
bold things. He won may-
oral control of education, 

created hundreds of small 
high schools by breaking 
up big ones, expanded char-
ter schools dramatically 
and won a hard-earned and 
bloody fight over teacher 
evaluations. But there was 
little progress on teacher 
training and recruitment 
of the “best and bright-
est” to our teacher corps. 
Testing became too em-
phasized at the expense of 
learning. Job readiness 
and vocational education, 
while expanding, have not 
been accelerated enough to 
help the 35 percent of high 
school dropouts who need 
job-skills training.

HEALTH: A+. This 
may be Bloomberg’s best 
subject. He has been vision-
ary with his smoking ban, 
which even those restau-
rant owners who originally 
opposed it hail as a good 
move. Calorie counts on 
menus, expanding park-
space around the city and 
his seeming overreach on 
limiting big gulp sugary 
drinks will insure our citi-
zens will be healthier and 
live longer and with a bet-
ter quality of life. This is 
a revolutionary paradigm 
shift from a man criti-
cized by some as “Nanny 
Bloomberg.”

CITY BUDGET: C. 
Yes, the mayor was able 
to balance the city budget 
each year without major 
cuts, but property taxes 
were mishandled and need 
to be recalculated so they 
are charged more equi-
tably, pensions have bal-
looned and we probably 
have a structural problem 
with a $70 billion annual 
budget, which has skyrock-
eted from $42 billion in 2002 
when Bloomberg took over.

TRANSPORTATION: 

B. The only two big ideas 
here were the recent bike 
rental program and the 
hard-fought expansion of 
cabs to other boroughs. 
No significant capital im-
provements (although this 
is more MTA responsibility 
than mayoral) were made, 
and the city needs to rapid-
ly expand bus rapid transit 
and try monorail or light 
rail to get 8 million people 
around more efficiently.

ECONOMIC DEVEL-

OPMENT: B+. The mayor 
and his first-term deputy, 
Dan Doctoroff, did some 
bold and creative things to 
unlock waterfront develop-
ment and rezone parts of 
the city that are now thriv-

ing. New York suffered less 
than the rest of the country 
during the recession, but 
inequality, poverty and 
homelessness increased 
during the past decade. The 
next mayor has to figure 
out how to lift the bottom 
quartile of New Yorkers 
while ensuring job creators 
and entrepreneurs who 
keep this city great.

This is a good enough 
report card to earn the 
mayor a gold star, but will 
his successor be as good a 
student as the Johns Hop-
kins and Harvard graduate 
who has left his stamp on 
New York?

Class begins in Janu-
ary. This year’s crop of 
wannabe mayors should 
study what Bloomberg did 
right (as well as predeces-
sors Koch, Dinkins and 
Giuliani) and then work 
hard to get to the head of 
the class.

Tom Allon, a former 
public school teacher, is 
president of City & State me-
dia and a former Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed 
mayoral candidate in 2013 
and can be reached at tal-
lon@cityandstateny.com.

T
hough most Queens 
residents have felt 
the impact of the re-
cession, not all are 

affected equally. The South 
Asian community, espe-
cially new immigrants, 
have not fared well in this 
economic climate.

Poverty rates, as well 
as the high school dropout 
rate, are on the rise among 
South Asians. Foreclosures 
plague the community as 
well. Even established pro-
fessionals in finance and 
other related fields face dif-

ficulties transitioning to a 
modern workforce, leading 
to rampant underemploy-
ment of otherwise skilled 
workers.

Chhaya Commu-
nity Development Corp., 
based in Jackson Heights, 
launched a workforce de-
velopment program in re-
sponse to unemployment 
and underemployment in 
the South Asian commu-
nity. Chhaya’s aim is to pro-
vide the community with 
counseling and job train-
ing, helping many to rec-
ognize their potential and 
develop skills necessary to 
compete in the job market.

I spoke with Seema 
Agnani, executive director 
of Chhaya, and Imtiaz Hos-
sain, career development 
and employment specialist, 

on South Asian poverty in 
Queens, as well as the prog-
ress of the program.

Most challenges that 
entrepreneurs and busi-
ness owners face are due in 
large part to the fact that 
cash-based industries, in-
cluding cabs, restaurants, 
motels and convenience 
stores depend on a thriving 
economy.

Agnani noted that 
“low-wage workers … work-
ing for small businesses in 
the community, when their 
income streams go down, 
[their] workers are earning 
less.”

Agnani went on to 
explain the presence of 
the “informal economy,” 
which are jobs that can-
not be tracked by standard 
unemployment metrics. 

Most labor in the informal 
economy is cash-based and 
revolves around services.

Underemployment of 
otherwise skilled labor is 
also a feature of the infor-
mal economy. A report re-
leased in 2012 by Chhaya, 
in conjunction with Data-
Center, found that nearly 
half of respondents sur-
veyed indicated they held 
a college degree, yet only 8 
percent actually worked in 
a professional or technical 
job.

Hossain noted that an 
understanding of the job 
market is paramount for 
job seekers. Many recent 
immigrants or children of 
immigrants lack, due to 
cultural or social barriers, 
the basic tools to search 
for a job. This includes for-

matting a résumé and suc-
ceeding at an interview. 
An important facet of the 
program is introducing or 
acclimating those who are 
starting or re-entering the 
job market.

A large component of 
the program involves help-
ing South Asian women, 
many of whom are new 
to the workforce. As a re-
sult, Hossain said, many of 
these women have “strand-
ed skills,” meaning that 
while they may be quali-
fied on the most basic level 
for many positions, a lack 
of understanding on how to 
apply those skills or pres-
ent them to a potential em-
ployer prevents them from 
success in finding careers.

All who seek help with 
their problems will have 

an individualized intake 
done to determine how the 
program can best suit their 
needs. This sort of indi-
vidualized attention, usu-
ally available in applicants’ 
native languages, is an 
invaluable asset in helping 
them express their needs as 
well as their capabilities.

This is notoriously 
absent from other broad-
reaching workforce initia-
tives that lack attentiveness 
and cultural flexibility.

For any Queens resi-
dent who would like an 
evaluation, contact Chhaya, 
at 37-43 77th St. in Jackson 
Heights, at 718-478 3848 to 
schedule an intake session. 
The program will then best 
be able to determine how it 
can meet your needs.

Columnist gives Bloomberg passing grade as mayor

Workers in South Asian community hit hard by recession

New Voices

Columnist Tom Allon gives Mayor Michael Bloomberg (pictured) 
grades on his 12 years in office. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY PHIL CORSO

Douglaston’s go-to shop 
for anything from food and 
treats to gift baskets closed 
its doors for good after only 
two years in business.

Giftalicious first 
opened in 2011 on the south 
side of the Long Island Rail 
Road tracks, at 40-39 235th 
St. in Douglaston, specially 
geared toward handmade 
custom gifts. After its first 
year, co-owner Demetra 
Sirica said the shop ex-
panded and migrated to the 
other side of the tracks, at 
42-34 235th St., to bolster its 
offerings and build a larger 
seating area, similar to that 
of the Douglaston Market, 
which had operated in the 
same location for 12 years.

But the store closed 
abruptly earlier this month 
and was left vacant with 
nothing but a handwritten 
sign on its front door to the 
community.

“I thank you for all 
your support,” Sirica wrote 
in the doorway. “It has been 
my pleasure to serve our 
community.”

Sirica could not be 
reached for comment.

Though it was only in 
business for two years, the 
store had built a follow-
ing in Douglaston and its 

closing was  another blow 
to the community, which 
had recently learned the 
city would not be bringing 
back the  greenmarket for a 
third year.

The Douglaston Green-
market started in 2011 and 
quickly became a summer 
staple for many northeast 
Queens residents, but a 
dwindling supply of ven-
dors led to the nonprofit 
GrowNYC’s pulling of the 
event. Organizers of the 
market said foot traffic was 
not as strong as originally 
anticipated, possibly be-
cause the vendors were sta-
tioned in an “off the beaten 
path” location just outside 
the Douglaston train sta-
tion.

Douglaston members 

of Community Board 11 
have since been working 
to bring back the market — 
whether that means in an-
other Douglaston location 
or anywhere else in north-
east Queens.

Strawberry’s Sports 
Grill, another Douglaston 
hot spot, abruptly closed 
its doors in October and sat 
vacant for months before 
being replaced. Smokin’ 
Aces barbecue restaurant 
moved in to replace the pub 
last month and has been 
maintaining later hours of 
operation than its prede-
cessor.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Giftalicious sits vacant after closing its doors in Douglaston. 
Photo by Phil Corso

Giftalicious shuttered 
near Douglaston LIRRGerman 

 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

ADOPT A PET
Brooklyn Bridge Animal Welfare Coalition and North Shore Animal League America

212 - 45 26th Ave 
Bayside, NY 
SUN JULY 28 
11AM – 4PM

212 4455 226thhh AAA212 4455 226thh AA

Bay Terrace 
Shopping Cntr

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

Like us on Facebook.com/
TheAnimalLeague

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UL. 26-A

UG. 1, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

17

BT

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Some people need a 
suit to wear to a job inter-
view, while others need a 
job to interview for. Kevin 
Livingston has both ends 
covered.

The founder of 100 
Suits for 100 Men was in his 
element as he set up shop 
on Parsons Boulevard in 
downtown Jamaica earlier 
this month with a clothing 
rack full of business attire 
donated by the estate of a 
self-made financier.

“Hey, brother, you need 
a suit?” he asked a passerby 
near the busy Parsons-Ar-
cher subway station. “Come 
take a look.”

A wool suit may be the 
last thing someone is think 
of during a heat wave, yet 
nonetheless a steady stream 
of young men perused the 
clothing racks, some eager-
ly, some with a little prod-
ding from the community 
activist and his volunteers. 
Livingston said he is plan-
ing a similar event with 
women’s clothes.

“A lot of people are say-
ing put something aside for 
me,” he said, explaining 
many were ashamed to ac-
cept charity.

Livingston, always 
dressed to the nines wheth-
er he is at his day job as a 
manager at Carver Bank 
or standing on a street cor-
ner decrying gun violence, 
sized up his prospects not 
only for pant lengths and 
jacket sizes, but also for 
their employment situa-
tions.

“It feels good; we’re 
creating more opportunity, 
coming out where they’re 
at,” he said. “If they need a 
suit, we’ve got that. If they 
need a job, I’ll help them 
enroll at the back-to-work 
program at Goodwill and 
guide them through the 
whole process.”

The Goodwill Store, at 
92-31 Union Hall St., offers 
help with résumé building, 
networking skills and job 
placement.

According to the state 
Department of Labor, 
Queens’ unemployment 
rate in May was 7.4 percent, 
down from 8.4 percent a 
year earlier.

Kristin Bergfeld, of 
Bergfeld’s Estate Clearance 
Service, provided Livings-
ton with more than 100 
articles of clothing once 
owned by a well-known 
Wall Streeter.

“You’d know him if 
I told you his name,” she 
said.

The mystery man came 
from humble beginnings in 
Brooklyn and, with little 
formal education, made a 
career in finance and be-
came a generous philan-
thropist, Bergfeld said.

After clearing out the 
client’s closet, Bergfeld fur-
nished Livingston with 23 
business suits, 83 neckties, 
94 dress shirts, nine sports 
shirts, eight pairs of shoes, 
three sports suits, 42 pairs 
of trousers and 32 belts. It 
took a little more than an 
hour to hand out the entire 
wardrobe.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
  

Business is heating up 
for the newest Buffalo Wild 
Wings in New York City.

The family restaurant 
and sports bar opened July 
15 at the old Forest Hills 
Theatre, at 107-16 71st Ave., 
and has been busy since.

“The community has 
received us very well,” said 
James Bitzonis, president 
of Four M Capital LLC, the 
company franchising the 
eatery. “We’re excited about 
it. We think we’re in a great 
location.”

With more than 900 lo-
cations in the United States, 
the chain restaurant is 
known for its Buffalo-style 
chicken wings, draft beers 
and multiple TV screens on 
which patrons can watch 
live sports games.

The Forest Hills lo-
cation will employ 170 
people and is the second in 

Queens. The first is inside 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport.

The original movie 
theater opened in 1921 and 
operated until it was sold to 
a developer in 1998, accord-
ing to cinematreasures.
org. It later housed a Sta-

ples. There is still a Duane 
Reade on the first floor of 
the building.

Bitzonis said his com-
pany has tried to honor its 
new location.

They did not touch the 
original brick facade of the 
two-story building, and 

they plan to display vintage 
photographs showing the 
building as it was when it 
was a theater.

The new restaurant 
primarily occupies the sec-
ond floor of the building 
and is about 10,000 square 
feet, while a typical Buffalo 
Wild Wings is about 6,000 to 
7,000 square feet, Bitzonis 
said. It also has more than 
80 TVs and two projectors. 
He described one that re-
sembles a screen found in a 
movie theater.

“It’s great to watch a 
game on,” he said. “If you’re 
a sports fan, it’s going to be 
sports nirvana.”

The restaurant has an 
exclusive DirecTV package 
and offers just about every 
sports game, including 
European soccer, Bitzonis 
said.

That is important in 
a place “as culturally di-

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
On the heels of the American 

Medical Association’s designation 
of obesity as a disease, a downtown 
Jamaica health clinic is launching a 
culturally tailored campaign to help 
southeast Queens fight the battle of 
the bulge.

“I think that to designate obesity 
as a disease will help people think of 
it not just about body image terms,” 
said Catherine Abate, of the Commu-
nity Healthcare Network, which last 
month cut the ribbon on its new clin-
ic, at 90-04 161st St. “It’s really about 
making people healthier.”

In Jamaica, 23.9 percent of adults 
are obese with a Body Mass Index of 
30 or greater, according to a survey 
conducted by the city Department of 
Health.

The network — which also has 
clinics in Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx — will launch “Every-
body’s Plate” and has introduced a 
downloadable cookbook that offers 
up healthy versions of traditional re-
gional dishes.

“It reflects the patients we have. 

We did some Chinese, Caribbean and 
African-American recipes,” Abate 
said. “We wanted to look at some of 
the most popular dishes and try to of-
fer recipes that are simpler and also 
healthier.”

Recipes for Caribbean Shep-
herd’s Pie, Vietnamese summer rolls 
and alcapurrias — Latin American 
ground beef fritters — substitute 
herbs and spices for fats and salt to 
create healthier options.

A CHN nutritionist will take 
shoppers through the Key Foods on 
Jamaica Avenue Tuesday to show 
them how they can make healthy pur-
chases for a family of four on a $150 
budget.

The campaign also includes 

“BFit” texts in both Spanish and Eng-
lish that offer daily health tips.

“Get off of the subway or bus one 
stop before your regular stop,” one 
reads. “Extra walking is good for the 
body and the mind.”

Abate said the AMA’s decision 
is long overdue, and she hopes it will 
cause a sea change in the way medical 
providers think about the relation-
ship between health and diet.

“Unfortunately, too many pro-
viders go through medical school and 
spend only a couple of hours on nutri-
tion,” she said. “So many times doc-
tors do not proctor their patients.”

Aside from diabetes and heart 
disease, obesity can lead to depres-
sion, Abate said, and depressed people 
are less likely to make healthier food 
choices.

She acknowledged the difficulty 
in cutting out bad habits and said peo-
ple do not have to go cold turkey, just 
cut back gradually.

“One of the things I hear from 
nutritionists is that even a modest 
weight loss of 10 pounds can improve 
one’s health and even lower the risk of 
chronic disease,” she said.

A shopper carries her haul out of Patel 
Brothers in Jackson Heights.

The old Forest Hills Theatre has been converted into a Buffalo Wild 
Wings, a family-style restaurant well-known for its chicken wings. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

Kevin Livingston (l.) of 100 Suits for 100 Men helps a passerby pick 
out a free suit on Parsons Boulevard. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Jamaica clinic confronts obesity

Moviehouse makeover 
Spot known for wings, beer and sports moves into Forest Hills Theatre

Man helps Jamaica 
suit up for new jobs

Continued on Page 47



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
. 2

6-
AU

G. 
1, 

20
13

    
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

BT

BY PHIL CORSO

For Bay Terrace’s 17-year-old 
Nicole Javorsky, comfort comes 
in the form of tiny, handmade 
teddy bears.

The Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School graduate has spent 
the past year building an out-
reach project, literally with her 
own two hands, geared toward 
young patients. Cubs for Coping 
assembles stuffed companions 
for kids in hospitals and homeless 
shelters so that they never have to 
feel alone.

“I wanted to give the patients 
something they could hold onto,” 
said Javorsky, who was hospital-
ized at age 14 for an eating disor-
der. “So many people are in and 
out of the hospital that it can be a 
lonely place for young people.”

Javorsky said family and 
friends sending her stuffed ani-
mals made her feel closer to home 
while she was hospitalized, so 
much so that she wanted to share 
the love with other young adults 

in her shoes.
One year later, Cubs for Cop-

ing has donated more than 40 
handmade teddy bears to patients 
in hospitals, homeless shelters 
and eating disorder programs. 
The project has already sent bears 
over to Cohen Children’s Hospital 
at LIJ, the Bowery Mission home-
less shelter in Manhattan and to 
children affected by recent natu-
ral disasters in Oklahoma, with 
more to come.

Each stuffed bear has its 
own unique decorations and is 
wrapped in plastic for delivery, 
Javorsky said. She and a small 
group of volunteers meet every 
few weeks to stitch up a new col-
lection of bears in anticipation 
of more groups signing onto the 
cause.

“The goal is to have a lot of 
hospitals and shelters involved so 
their kids and teens never have to 
feel alone,” Javorsky said. “The 
bears may seem trivial, but they 
help.”

The Bay Terrace teen 

launched the program at the start 
of her senior year in high school 
along with three others: Christie 
Delligatti, Arielle Budnick and 
Talia Weisberg. The group has 
since been actively seeking part-
nerships with other youth organi-

zations as it continues to pursue 
its goals of promoting creativity 
and spreading hope.

And though their team of 
volunteers is small, they have 
already been sponsored by Youth 
Venture, an international com-

munity of young activists work-
ing toward a cause.

“I remember when my best 
friend Nicole was in the hospital 
and I felt helpless not knowing 
what to do,” Delligatti said on the 
project’s website. “That’s why I 
became involved in Cubs for Cop-
ing — not only to spread hope to 
those who are in need, but also to 
get other young people involved 
in something that helps make the 
world a better place.”

Looking ahead, Javorsky 
said she hopes to see Cubs for 
Coping grow as funds and part-
nerships pile onto the cause. The 
group launched an online fund-
raising campaign on its website, 
cubsforcoping.org, with all tax de-
ductible donations going toward 
supplies and sewing workshops 
to bolster the number of bears it 
can deliver.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Cubs for Coping founder Nicole Javorsky (r.) and her team of volun-
teers deliver bears to patients at Cohen Children’s Medical Center. 

Photo courtesy Nicole Javorsky

Bay Terrace teen tackles eating disorders with teddy bears
Cubs for Coping crafts handmade companions so young hospital patients never feel alone

 FREE 
X-Ray & Exam

Includes Oral Exam & Oral Cancer 
screening. New patients only

Includes ConsultationTreatment Plan 
and Take-Home Whitening Gel.

Regularly $500

Bleaching $250

Beautiful and Healthy Smiles!

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS

242-02 61st Ave.
Douglaston, NY 11362

SAME DAY
DENTURES
(LAB ON PREMISES) ALL DONEIN ONE DAY

718 FREE
PARKING

    Surgery

    Dentistry
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Maria Osorio

Forest Hills High School

Forest Hills, NY

M ar ia  Os o r i o  wa s 
Co -President of Student 
Government. Among her 
duties as Co-President was leading the group 
during Red Cross blood drives, club fairs, and 
faculty feasts. She also served on the distinguished 
School Leadership Team and was a member of the 
National Honors Society.  

Academically, Maria is an accomplished 
scholar. She participated in the Med-Bio Program, 
and interned at North Shore LIJ Hospital of Forest 
Hills. She was also a member of the Carl Sagan 
Program, which focuses on math and science, 
with emphasis on research. Maria participated in 
Science Fair since her freshman year, when she 
placed 1st. On the Math front, Maria’s has earned 
4-credits in Pre-Calculus and 3-credits in Calculus 
through College Now.

Dance is another area in which Maria excels. 
She participated in Dance CHAMPS Afterschool 
Program. The group performed on several stages, 
including Madison Square Garden during halftime 
of a Harlem Globetrotters game. Dance CHAMPS 
were invited to perform in Orlando, Florida during 
the Russell Athletic Bowl halftime.  Maria also 
participated in the school’s Salsa Club.

Breana Channer

Hillcrest High School

Springfi eld Gardens, NY

Breana Channer was the 
Senior Class President and 
represented the school at the 

annual High School Fair held at Francis Lewis H.S. 
As Senior Class President, Breana assisted during 
open house for perspective students; volunteered at 
the annual March of Dimes fundraising drive; and 
participated in Fight Against Breast Cancer Walks 
and the New York Half Marathon. In addition, 
she was Yearbook assistant, and a member of 
the Tennis Team.

Breana completed the College Now course 
in Anthropology, and AP courses in Chemistry, 
Calculus, English Literature, English Language 
and U.S. History. She was in the school’s Pre-Med 
Institute, was a member of the Honor Society, and 
plans to be a doctor. She is a semi-Finalist for 
a Posse Scholarship. 
Meleika Golding

Math, Science Research 

& Technology 

High School

Cambria Heights, NY

Meleika Golding – as a 
result of her hard work and 
self-motivation – was President of National Honor 
Society at Math, Science Research & Technology 
High School. Her primary focus was making certain 
the organization ran smoothly by conducting 
meetings and coordinating all community service 
activities. 

Meleika attended Weill Cornell Youth Scholars 
Program last year at Weill Cornell Medical Center.  
The summer enrichment program targets high 
school juniors and seniors who have an interest in 
science and medicine and uses the vast educational 
resources available at WCMC and NYPH. This 
particular program was singularly aligned with 
Meleika’s goal of attending either nursing or medical 
school to be a pediatric nurse or a pediatrician.

Principal Jose M. Cruz says, “Meleika Golding 
is a young lady who has remained focused on her 
education. She does not let distractions keep her from 
her goals.” Mr. Cruz also stated, “She is friendly, has 
a positive disposition, and always gets along well 

with her fellow students.”
Angela Begonja

St. Agnes Academic

High School

College Point, NY

Angela Begonja was Senior 
Class President and President of 

the UNICEF High School Club. She is a member of 
the National Honor Society, and Mu Alpha Theta 

– an honors society with a Math emphasis. She 
took Advanced Placement English Literature and 
Advanced Placement U.S. History.  As a senior, 
Angela eagerly participated in the St. John’s 
University College Advantage Program, earning 
15 college credits. Angela graduated in June with 
a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation.

She was also very involved in the St. Agnes 
community.  Angela demonstrated her school spirit 
and compassion for others through service-based 
clubs, including Relay for Life, UNICEF, Operation 
Shoebox (helping collect needed items for our 
soldiers), Teens for Life, and SADD.  Additionally, 
Angela has volunteered at the R.A.I.N. Middletown 
Senior Center in the Bronx, where she spent her 
summer assisting residents.
Shantall Andrews

Humanities and Arts 

High School

Cambria Heights, NY

Shantall Andrews was 
Valedictorian. The subject she 
is most interested in and for 
which she has a true passion 
is mathematics. She attended 
Time 2000: Celebrating Mathematics Teaching 
at Queens College. Time 2000 is a program 
designed for students who love both mathematics 
and helping people learn. Exemplary mathematics 
teachers give presentations in mathematical 
investigations and explorations. Shantall’s love for 
mathematics steered her toward pursuing a degree 
in accounting in the future. 

Shantall was also active as a participating 
member of the Student Council. With the advent 
of Hurricane Sandy and its impact in southern 
Queens, Shantall collected essentials for those 
adversely affected by the storm.  After school, she 
volunteered at Queens Library in Hollis and at 
Agoci Entertainment.  Shantall played the fl ute in 
the Marching/Concert Band, and has played with 
the band in the Greek Independence Day Parade, 
Memorial Day Parade, Israel Independence Day 
Parade, and Dance Parade on Fifth Avenue.

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
  
Just 58 percent of the 

money raised for Hurri-
cane Sandy victims has 
been spent, according to 
a report released by state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman.

As of March, more 
than $575 million in funds 
had been raised by 90 orga-
nizations for Sandy relief 
and about $336 million had 
been spent.

The report was based 
on surveys conducted ear-
lier this year by the Chari-
ties Bureau of the attorney 
general’s office.

Some 17 of the orga-
nizations surveyed said 
they plan to use funds for 
purposes other than Sandy 
relief, Schneiderman told 
a July 17 news conference 
in Breezy Point, one of the 
Rockaway neighborhoods 
hit hardest by the storm. 
Those other uses include 
contributions to a general 
disaster relief fund, con-

ducting research and use 
for other disaster relief ef-
forts.

Schneiderman said 
some organizations may 
have misled donors or ob-
fuscated how contributions 
would be used.

The attorney general’s 
office is pursuing 50 orga-
nizations for more informa-
tion about how donations 
have been spent since the 
storm.

“We want to make it 
very clear that you cannot 
get away with misleading 
or defrauding donors in 
New York,” he said. “You 
cannot raise money for a 
cause and spend it on some-
thing else.”

Most of the fund-rais-
ing has been done by just a 
few groups with nearly 80 
percent raised by five or-
ganizations, according to 
the report. The American 
Red Cross, which has been 
criticized for the way it has 
disbursed funds after San-
dy, accounts for more than 

half of the total raised after 
the storm with $304 million 
raised.

The other organiza-
tions in the Top 5 are the 
Robin Hood Foundation, 
which received almost 
$65 million; The Mayor’s 
Fund to Advance NYC with 
$57 million; the Salvation 
Army with $20.5 million; 
and the Empire State Relief 
Fund with $14.5 million.

The Red Cross has 
been working closely with 
Schneiderman’s office, ac-
cording to Sam Kille, the 
regional communications 
director of the New York re-
gion of the nonprofit.

“We welcome his inter-
est in how funds are being 
spent, that donors know 
how money is being used 
and that it’s being used in 
the way donors wanted it 

to,” he said.
As of last month, 75 

percent — $225 million — 
of what the Red Cross had 
raised for Sandy had been 
spent or committed, and the 
organization is continuing 
to write checks, Kille said.

“We’re pretty proud of 
that,” he said.

He said all funds that 
were donated for the pur-
pose of Sandy relief are be-
ing used for Sandy relief.

The remaining funds 
for which plans are already 
in place  will go toward on-
going programs, he said.

One example Kille 
cited is someone who may 
need dialysis treatment, 
but whose car was totaled 
in the storm. That is an on-
going struggle that govern-
ment grants may not cover. 
Another is the Move-In As-
sistance program.

The Red Cross doles 
out a lot of its funds by pro-
viding grants to other orga-
nizations.

“When we do provide 

these grants to nonprofits, 
we look closely at how they 
plan to use the funds,” he 
said. “We make sure their 
overhead is low to make 
sure they help as many peo-
ple as possible.”

The report also says 
that the Red Cross “estab-
lished cut-off dates after 
which certain donations 
were no longer applied to 
Sandy relief” and that “af-
ter those dates, donations 
were not applied to Hurri-
cane Sandy relief unless the 
donations were ‘restricted’ 
to Hurricane Sandy or the 
donations were made in 
response to Sandy-specific 
fund-raising.”

Kille acknowledged 
that the Red Cross did use 
cut-off dates, but said do-
nors were made aware of 
where their money was go-
ing. One way in which they 
do this is providing dona-
tion letters to thank them.

The Red Cross believes 
in honoring donor intent, 
Kille said.

The American Red Cross is one of several organizations that has 
come under fire for the way it has disbursed funds raised for 
Hurricane Sandy victims.

Charities failed to disburse all Sandy aid: AG

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital’s home care and home hospice program 
have something that nobody else has: Calvary Hospital.

The stress, anxiety and loneliness that accompany the patient 
and their family at the end of life could be as 
tormenting as the physical pain itself. Calvary 
Hospital’s comprehensive, palliative approach keeps 
their patients and families safe and secure within the 
“Calvary Family”, never abandoning them…always 
protecting and guiding them through their entire 
end-of-life journey. This is because Calvary’s world-

renowned hospital is accessible whenever needed. So if the 
Calvary homecare or home hospice patient needs to be 
brought into a hospital, we are there waiting for them. 
Instantly and effortlessly. And because the homecare 
staff has the same expert training as the hospice staff, 
the care is consistent, and the journey is seamless. It is 
a unique Continuity of Care that has made Calvary the 
gold standard, and the place Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

h i l i ibl h d danxiety and loneliness that accompany the
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

On-Site Doctors • Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses • Bifocal Lenses • 1 Hour Service

Vision Plans Accepted • Sunglasses
Lowest Price Guarantee

Bay Terrace Shopping Center • 211-51 26 Avenue • Bayside 
718.631.3699 • www.cohensfashionoptical.com

FLEX SPENDING
Use it or lose it!

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and we 
accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our 
Large Selection 
of Designer Brands:

Cartier• 
Versace• 
Tiff any• 
Coach• 
Giorgio Armani• 
BVLGARI• 
Gucci• 
Fendi• 
Prada• 
Dior• 
And More!• 

$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

Not valid with any other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Off er ends September 9, 2013. B.T.

$100 OFF Eyeglasses plus 
FREE 2nd Pair 
Includes EYE EXAM

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 

cyl. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid at this location only. 

Off er ends September 9, 2013.

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any 

other off ers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to 

purchase. September 9, 2013.

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. 

up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. Off er valid 

at this location only. Off er ends September 9, 2013.

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$99EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$99DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$99NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame Includes: EYE EXAM & 2 Boxes of Lenses
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Borough President 
Helen Marshall approved 
a tweaked special permit 
application last week for 
the 5Pointz redevelopment 
project that includes addi-
tional community benefits 
for Long Island City resi-
dents.

The Wolkoff family, 
who have owned the site 
for more than 40 years, 
want to raze 5Pointz, at 45-
46 Davis St. in Long Island 
City, by the end of the year. 
Design plans call for a zon-
ing change to allow 1,000 
residential rental units in a 
41-story tower and a 47-sto-
ry tower, which would be 
connected on the fifth floor 
with an esplanade.

The plans include an 
indoor pool, a gym, an art 
gallery and a 250-spot park-
ing garage, along with a 
courtyard with a 50-by-200-
foot mural honoring the 
building’s graffiti glory, as 

well as 30,000 square feet of 
outdoor space for the public 
in addition to 50,000 square 
feet of retail space between 
both buildings.

In June, Community 
Board 2 rejected the special 
permit to develop the graf-
fiti-covered warehouse into 
two high-rise luxury apart-
ments after CB 2’s Land Use 
Committee said the proj-
ect’s “excessive size” and 
“unsatisfactory design” 
failed to provide sufficient 
community benefits.

But at a Land Use pub-
lic hearing June 27, 5Pointz 
owner David Wolkoff — 
joined by his father, Long 
Island developer Jerry 
Wolkoff, and CB 2 Chair-
man Joseph Conley — told 
Marshall additional ben-
efits would be included in 
the application to ensure 
sufficient amenities for 
residents. They include 75 
units of affordable hous-
ing, 12,000 square feet of 
space for artist studios, a 

working partnership with 
MoMA’s PS 1 Sculpture 
Studio for the management 
of art display panels along 
Davis Street and parking 
preferential rates and pro-
motions.

Marshall approved the 

application July 16.
“I had some concerns 

about this application,” she 
said in a statement, “but I 
believe those concerns have 
been adequately addressed 
by the developer’s promise 
to Community Board 2 to 

provide affordable housing 
and other community ben-
efits as part of the project.”

Residents and local art-
ists have opposed redevel-
opment plans, noting that 
5Pointz is a revered desti-
nation recognized around 

the world not only for its 
graffiti-covered facade, but 
for providing artists and 
children in and outside the 
community with an outlet 
to express their artistic and 
creative talents.

But Conley believes 
the Wolkoffs have made 
“big concessions” with the 
tweaked application and 
have a “desire to be in tune 
with the community.”

“They listened to ev-
ery point the board raised 
— we were not changing 
our vote,” he said, referring 
to CB 2’s decision in June. 
“But there are many that 
think the building should 
go forward, and some that 
think it should stay as 
5Pointz.”

“They’ve made chang-
es,” Conley continued. “It’ll 
be a benefit for everyone, 
the artists included.”

The application will 
now be reviewed by the City 
Planning Commission.

The 5Pointz redevelopment plan will now be reviewed by the City Planning Commission.

Marshall OKs 5Pointz redevelopment project  

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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The public is aware that 
sunburns can be particu-
larly dangerous, but scien-
tifi c evidence increasingly 
suggests there’s no such 
thing as a safe tan — partic-
ularly if that tan comes by 
way of baking in the sun or 
on a tanning bed.

The World Health Or-
ganization’s cancer divi-
sion listed tanning beds as 
defi nitive cancer-causers. 
Research indicates that 
the risk for melanoma, the 
most common form of skin 
cancer, rises as much as 75 
percent in people who were 
frequent tanners in their 
teenage years and early 
20s. The risk from tanning 
beds is so great that the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-

tion had an open hearing to 
fi gure out stricter tanning 
bed regulations and more 
obvious warning labels on 
the devices.

For those who still want 
to have tanned skin but not 
experience the risk associ-
ated with tanning beds or 
UV exposure, spray tans or 
sunless tanning creams are 
good options. These prod-
ucts contain a substance 
called dihydroxyacetone 
(DHA). The Mayo Clinic 
says that DHA reacts with 
dead cells in the outermost 
layer of the skin. This tem-
porarily darkens the skin’s 
appearance. While the col-
oring doesn’t wash off, it 
will gradually fade as the 
dead skin cells slough off 

within a few days. Some of 
these products also contain 
coloring pigments to help 
even out the tan and make 
it visible before the DHA 
reaches maximum effect. 
These products are gen-
erally safe for most of the 
body but need to be avoided 
around mucous membranes 
and the eyes.

Most of the sunless tan-
ning products are safe, but 
it is not adviseable to take 
sunless tanning pills. These 
pills contain a color addi-
tive that can turn the skin 
orange when taken in large 
quantities. They also may 
cause liver damage and the 
formation of crystals in the 
retina of the eye.

For those considering 

the sunless tanning route, 
there are some ways to get 
an even-looking tan.

• Exfoliate the body with 
a wash cloth to remove ex-
cess dead skin cells that may 
darken more in contrast to 
other parts of the skin.

• Use a light touch and go 
sparingly with the product. 
For hard-to-reach areas of 
the body, have someone 
help you apply it. Many peo-
ple like professional spray 
tans at salons because the 
application method tends to 
be more even than with lo-
tions and creams.

• Wash hands after ap-
plying the product so your 
palms don’t turn color, and 
pay special attention to 
your fi ngernails. Then use 

a cosmetic sponge or cotton 
ball to apply the tanner to 
the top of each hand.

• Use sunblock on the 
body even while using a 
self-tanner. These lotions 
generally don’t contain sun-

screens, and the tan will 
provide no protection at all.

• Make sure to wait until 
the tanner dries completely 
before you get dressed. Oth-
erwise you can be left with 
stained clothing.

A pool can provide a 
welcome respite from the 
heat and humidity. Tak-
ing a daily dip in a pool is 
great cardiovascular exer-
cise and can help relieve 
stress. However, the chemi-
cals used to keep pool water 
fresh and clean may wreak 
havoc on hair and skin.

Chlorine is one of the 
most widely used sub-
stances for water purifi -
cation. It is often added to 
public water supplies to kill 
off pathogens that have the 
potential to cause illness. 
Variations of chlorine are 
used in pool fi ltration to en-
sure the water is clean and 
safe for swimming because 
it reduces bacteria and 
other contaminants, and 
may also help keep algae 
growth under control.

Although chlorine is 
very good at purifying the 
water people drink and 
bathe in, too much of a good 
thing can prove trouble-
some. Oftentimes, chlo-

rine — especially in high 
amounts — can affect the 
hair and skin of people who 
regularly use pools.

Hair

Chlorinated water that 
is also high in copper may 
form a chemical reaction 
that turns hair green. The 
chlorine reacts with the 
copper to form a compound 
that is green in hue. This 
can attach to the porous 
hair shaft and give hair a 
green tinge. The green is 
especially obvious in light-
colored hair.

Chlorine is harsh and 
caustic, while hair is po-
rous. Dry hair that becomes 
saturated with chlorine-
treated water can even-
tually have salt crystals 
locked inside, which leads 
to breakage. Washing hair 
directly after swimming 
may help rinse off external 
chlorine, but it will not ad-
equately remove chlorine 
locked inside follicles. Hair 
may need to be soaked for 

several minutes in fresh 
water. Hair that is prone to 
dryness may become drier 

from chlorine.
Swimmers can wear a 

waterproof swimming cap 

to prevent chlorine damage. 
If this option isn’t available, 
soaking hair in fresh water 
to saturate hair shafts and 
then applying a barrier, 
such as conditioner combed 
through the hair, can help 
repel some of the chlori-
nated water and protect 
against damage.

Hair that has turned 
green from pool water may 
need to be treated with spe-
cial shampoos or strippers 
to remove the chlorine-cop-
per compounds. Cutting off 
the green areas may be an 
easier solution.

Skin

Chlorine is caustic, and 
high concentrations can 
burn the skin. Individuals 
with sensitive skin may be 
even more susceptible to 
rashes and burns from chlo-
rinated pools.

To prevent skin irrita-
tion, keep chlorine levels in 
pool water as low as possi-
ble. Applying a waterproof 
sunscreen or lotion to the 

skin prior to swimming 
may also serve as an addi-
tional line of defense. There 
are commercially made 
products that are designed 
specifi cally for application 
prior to getting in the pool. 
Because they are water-
proof, they will not wash off 
in the pool or foul up water.

Public pools with a high 
volume of swimmers tend to 
have more chlorine in them 
than backyard pools at pri-
vate residences. This is evi-
denced by the strong and 
often overwhelming aroma 
of chlorine in the vicinity of 
the public pool. The effects 
of chlorine can be seen by 
the bleaching and wearing 
away of rope barriers and 
fl oats that are constantly in 
the pool. If this is what is oc-
curring to plastic and vinyl, 
imagine what is being done 
to skin and hair. Covering 
up as much as possible can 
help protect the skin from 
the harmful effects of chlo-
rine. 
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PROTECT YOUR HAIR 
AND SKIN FROM POOL CHEMICALS

Spray tans a safer option for summer glow
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Women may devote 
more time to beauty 
and grooming than 
men, but many men 
are now interested in 
health and beauty regi-
mens that can improve 
their appearances or 
enhance their natu-
ral features. The ben-
efi ts of maintaining a 
healthy and attractive 
look can have advan-
tages for those who are 
looking for a new job or 
a new romantic partner.

Although the majority of 
beauty products are geared 
toward women, there are 
many efforts men can make 
to look their best.

Facial care

One of the fi rst things 
a person will notice about 
you is your face, so a well-
groomed mug can go a long 
way toward making a strong 
fi rst impression. Both men 
and women are susceptible 
to wrinkles, either from sun 
damage, heredity, or poor 
health habits like smoking. 
Using a moisturizer every 
day can help keep the skin 
supple and hydrated. In-
stead of bar soaps, rely on 
specialized facial cleans-
ers, which can be gentler on 
the face and also reduce the 
propensity for breakouts or 
allergic reactions.

Try to maintain a 
freshly shaven face. Al-
though there can be some-
thing mysterious about a 5 
o’clock shadow, if the hair 
is not properly groomed or 
is growing in unevenly, you 
run the risk of looking un-
kempt. Use a sharp razor ev-
ery time and lather up with 
a moisturizing shave cream 
to prevent skin irritation or 
nicks while shaving.

Sun protection is im-
portant, and both men and 
women should apply fa-
cial sun protection prod-
uct daily. In addition, sun-
glasses help shield the eyes 
from damaging UV rays.

Breakouts

Breakouts do not dis-

criminate based on gender. 
Men and women alike are 
susceptible to blackheads, 
whiteheads, and acne.

The Mayo Clinic says 
acne and other types of 
breakouts occur when 
the hair follicles become 
plugged with oil and dead 
skin cells. Normally, the oil-
producing sebaceous glands 
in the skin produce an oily 
substance to lubricate the 
hair and skin. This sebum 
travels up along the hair 
shaft and then out through 
the openings of the hair 
follicles at the surface of 
the skin. If the sebum does 
not exit, or becomes mixed 
with an overabundance of 
shed skin cells and becomes 
clogged, it creates an envi-
ronment ripe for bacteria. 
The pimple that forms is a 
byproduct of the infl amed 
or infected hair follicles.

Scrubbing the skin or 
using harsh products can 
exacerbate breakouts. Us-
ing a gentle cleanser and 
being careful with the skin 
can help alleviate oil and 
dead skin cells. Should a 
pimple form, using a dot of 
toothpaste or even making 
a paste from an aspirin and 
water and applying it to a 
pimple can help shrink it 
and clear it up faster. Men 
who want to cover a pimple 
can dab a small amount of a 
concealing makeup on the 
pimple to camoufl age the 
redness.

Oral health

White teeth are not only 
for Hollywood stars or mod-

els. Everyone can have 
teeth like a movie star. 
In addition to keeping 
teeth clean by fl ossing, 
brushing, and avoid-
ing foods notorious 
for staining teeth, you 
can turn to whiten-
ing products available 
at the dentist or at the 
neighborhood store to 
brighten your pearly 
whites.

While you are focus-
ing on your mouth, pay 

attention to chapped lips. 
Applying a lip balm or even 
petroleum jelly to the lips at 
night can help alleviate dry-
ness and cracking, making 
for a more attractive smile.

Hair care

Men may spend less time 
primping in the shower and 
afterward on their hair 
than women because wom-
en’s cuts tend to be longer 
and more complex. How-
ever, that doesn’t mean men 
should ignore hair care. 

While it is not necessary 
to wash hair every day, do 
so when hair starts looking 
unkempt or oily. Stick to 
shampoos that wash clean 
and don’t leave behind any 
“shine enhancers” or resi-
dues that make your locks 
limp, particularly if you’re 
thinning up top.  

Hands and feet

Manicures and pedi-
cures are not just for 
women. Many men benefi t 
from visiting a nail salon 
or even a podiatrist to have 
their digits cared for. At the 
very least, trimming nails, 
ensuring hands and feet are 
clean and moisturized, and 
removing calluses and dead 
skin are essential when car-
ing for hands and feet. 

Athlete’s foot, a rash 
that forms on the surface of 
the skin and is commonly 
found on the feet, is caused 
by a fungus. Keeping feet 
dry and avoiding walking 
barefoot in certain areas, 
such as in gyms or locker 
rooms, can alleviate cases 
of athlete’s foot.  

Men can put their best 
faces forward, too

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The attorney for Van 

Holmes, the president of a 
Laurelton nonprofit who 
pleaded guilty earlier this 
week to pocketing tens of 
thousands of public dol-
lars, said his office will be 
paying refunds to the par-
ents whose children were 
enrolled in Holmes’ now-
defunct summer camp.

“If [their claims] are 
accurate, they’ll get 100 
cents on the dollar,” How-
ard Birnbach said.

Holmes, president of 
the Young Leaders Insti-
tute Inc., was arrested July 
16 and charged with steal-
ing more than $85,000 in 
member items that were 
set aside by state and city 
lawmakers over several 
years, but that the commu-
nity member instead used 
to line his pockets, authori-
ties said.

After pleading guilty 
to one count of grand lar-

ceny before Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Doro-
thy Chin-Brandt this week, 
Holmes was sentenced to 
six months in jail and five 
years’ probation and agreed 
to pay back $95,000 in res-
titution, state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man and state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli said in a 
joint statement Tuesday.

“Defenders of govern-
ment must also be its harsh-
est critics, and it is crucial 
that we bring swift justice 
to anyone who betrays 
the public’s trust by abus-
ing taxpayer funds,” the 
statement read. “Today’s 
plea and sentencing are an 
appropriate punishment 
for the crimes committed 
against the taxpayers of 
New York and the children 
for whom these funds were 
intended.”

From 2007-10, Holmes 
received three member 
item grants totaling about 
$80,000 sponsored by then- state Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-Jamaica), who earlier 

this year pleaded guilty in 
two separate embezzlement 
schemes, one uncovered 
and prosecuted by Schnei-
derman.

But instead of taking 
youngsters on trips to Wall 
Street and Albany as he 
claimed to be doing, Holm-
es pocketed nearly $77,000 
of those funds and used 
them to pay employees of 
after-school programs and 
summer camps he ran, Sch-
neiderman and DiNapoli 
said. He charged the par-
ents a fee.

One of the parents who 
paid $850 to send her 5-year-
old daughter to Holmes’ 
camp this summer said 
the program has been shut 
down since Friday, and she 
is scrambling to find day 
care for her child while she 
waits for her refund.

“I need that money to 
find another camp,” said 
Latoya, who only wanted 
to give her first name. “I’ve 
been out of work for two 

days now trying to find her 
another place to go.”

Schneiderman and 
DiNapoli said Holmes also 
stole more than $11,000 out 
of about $30,000 in mem-
ber items funded in 2011 
and 2012 by City Council-
men Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), James Sanders Jr. 
(D-Laurelton), Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and Ruben Wills (D-Jamai-
ca).

City budget documents 
show the funds were sup-
posed to offer “academic 
enrichment” through after-
school programs providing 
recreational activities and 
help with math and science 
homework.

The authorities said 
their investigation focused 
on Holmes’ theft and it 
would be “inappropriate” 
to presume malfeasances 
on the part of any public of-
ficial simply for allocating 
funds to a nonprofit.

Van Holmes walks through the Queens County criminal court-
house. Holmes was sentenced to six months in jail and agreed to 
pay $95,000 in restitution after pleading guilty to scamming mon-
ey from a taxpayer-funded nonprofit in southeast Queens. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Laurelton nonprofi t prez pleads guilty to larceny

Hosted by:

QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME
162-14 Sanford Avenue, Flushing, NY 11358

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013 – 3:00 PM
RSVP by July 29th

Contact Nina Rossi (718) 353-5166

Speakers:

Juliet Gavriel, Elder Law Attorney and

Robert Sommese, Advance Planning Counselor

• Introduction to Advance Planning
• Putting Your House in Order –
Important Document Management

• Health Care Proxy, Power of Attorney
• Last Will and Testament
• Funeral Planning

• State and Federal Preneed Funeral Law
• Funeral Options
• Medicaid and Health Care Concerns
• Veterans Benefits
• Social Security Benefits
• Prepayment Option

Refreshments Will Be Served.

You are cordially invited to attend
“YOUR LIFE YOUR LEGACY” Seminar

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141

TOPICS

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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Dance Intensive / Master Classes
Monday, August 12th - Friday, August 16th from 10 am - 4 pm

(discounted rate available if registered before Aug 1st)

*For teens with a strong background in dance who are looking to challenge themselves physically and 
emotionally through new styles, techniques and cutting edge choreography with master level instructors.

Summer Evening Classes
NEW – All Boys Hip Hop & Adult Hip Hop

Ends August 9th
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Ballet, Pointe, Lyrical, Contemporary, Tap, Jazz, Acrobatics, Breakdancing, Hip Hop, 

Musical Theater, Jumps & Turns, Latin, Splits & Straddles, Stretch & Strengthening, 

Toddler Classes, Combo Classes, Zumbatonic, Private Lessons

Registration Hours:  
Monday through Friday from 2pm to 8pm

Musical Theater, Jumpps & Turns, Latin, Spplits & Straddles, Stretch & Strenggtheningg, 

TTTooddddddllleerr CCClllaasssssseesss, CCCoommbbboo CCClllaasssssseesss, ZZZuummbbbaatttoonnniiicc, PPPrriiivvaatttee LLLeessssssoonnnsss

132-11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRTIRED OF YOUR CAR? 
WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be 

discharged. Value of purchased vehicle must be $10,000 or greater. *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
  2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 16k 

miles, Stk#73241

RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA
$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 35k 

miles, Stk#74688

CIVIC'10 HONDA
$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

4 cylinder,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 32k 

miles, Stk#77868

ALTIMA 2.5 S'12 NISSAN

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'10 TOYOTA
$9,995

CAMRY LE

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 34k miles, 

Stk#66784

4 cylinder,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k 

miles, Stk#73236

SIENNA '11 TOYOTA

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

1-877-625-6766

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, 
NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

FIND YOUR PERFECT CARFIND YOUR PERFECT CAR
AT

WITH OVER 3,000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROMWITH OVER 3,000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
FIFI

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k  72885 $5,995
 2004 Honda Civic, 106k  79679 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995
  

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 1999 Toyota Rav4, 160k  218724 $3,995 
 2002 Ford Mustang, 97k 207519 $3,995 
 
 
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2008 Volkswagen Jetta, 30k 52550 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

PILOT EX2009 HONDA

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

$88
BUY FOR:

C300^2011
MERCEDES-BENZ

Stk# 68924, 13k mi. 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$249

MALIBU2011 CHEVY
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

$99BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 74609, ONLY 5k mi! 

$139
ACCORD EX

ONLY 5k 
MILES!

COROLLA LE2010 TOYOTA
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AP Photos/Mark Lennihan

Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 

ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY PHIL CORSO

Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43

A CNG Publication Vol. 79 No. 27 

56 total pages

Motorist shot
in feud over
parking spot

Bayside battles fi ckle muni- meters
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 22 No. 26 
60 total pages

CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE
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BY PHIL CORSO

Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 

Continued on Page 41
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Convicted killer 

of boro teenager 

faces sentencing

Tommy Huang 
takes plea deal 
to avoid prison
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Much ado
about Xavier

LATE PAGE

BY ANTHONY BOSCO

Boxing legend Emile 
Griffith, who began prepar-
ing for his glory days in the 
ring at the Gil Clancy Gym 
in Queens, died Tuesday. 
He was 77.

A onetime resident of 
southeast Queens, Griffith 
died at an extended care fa-
cility in Hempstead, L.I., of 
pugilistic dementia, the As-
sociated Press reported.

Born in the  U.S. Vir-
gin Islands Feb. 3, 1938, he 
moved to New York at the 
age of 19 and trained under 
Hall of Fame boxing train-
er Gil Clancy. Griffith went 
on to win six  World Cham-
pionships, but he was most 
remembered for his fatal 
beating of Benny “Kid” Pa-
ret in a nationally televised 
championship bout at Mad-
ison Square Garden.

Former TimesLedger 
Newspapers Sports Editor 
Anthony Bosco talked with 
Griffith at his Queens home 
about that match back in 

August 2001. Excerpts from 
his column about that meet-
ing follows.

●

A few years ago I in-
terviewed former champ 
Emile Griffith, a Hollis 
resident. I didn’t even have 
to ask him about his tragic 
bout — it just came out of 
his mouth like a confession, 
one he has been telling for 
going on 40 years.

“The accident,” as he 
referred to it, occurred in 
March 1962 when Griffith 
was trying to win back 
the welterweight champi-
onship from Benny “Kid” 
Paret. Griffith had won his 
first 147-pound title from 
Paret on April 1, 1961, by a 
knockout in the 13th round, 
exactly three years to the 
day that Griffith turned 
professional.

His first knockout win 
over Paret was unexpected 
because Griffith was never 
known as a big puncher. 
When he retired from 
the ring, with 85 wins, 24 

losses, two draws and one 
no-contest, only 23 of his 
wins came via the knock-
out route.

His second win over 
Paret was even more shock-
ing — and terrifying.

“I was never a big 
puncher, I was mostly a 
boxer,” Griffith said. “I 
don’t know what made me 
a puncher that night. That 
was a crazy fight.”

Perhaps egged on by 
negative statements Paret 
had hurled at him during 
the pre-fight buildup, Grif-
fith was not only going into 
the ring at Madison Square 
Garden to win back his ti-
tle, but also to exact a little 
revenge.

With Griffith on the 
attack, the fight was a good 
one. The title seemed well 
in Griffith’s hands going 
into the 12th, but when he 
managed to stun Paret, 
Griffith unleashed a vi-
cious assault that left his 
opponent unconscious and 
upright in the corner.

Griffith continued fir-
ing until Paret’s muscled 
legs finally gave way to 
gravity.

The Champ had re-
gained his title, but at a 
heavy cost. His opponent 
never regained conscious-
ness and died a week later 
on April 3.

“You keep punching 
because that’s your job,” 
Griffith said. “I’ve seen 
the fight so many times. 
I’m trying to get used to it. 
The public is beginning to 
accept the fight. Now I can 
talk to people about it. It 
was just tough for a while.”

Following the tragic 
match, Griffith said he re-
ceived death threats and 
couldn’t walk down his 
own block without having 
to look over his shoulder.

The pain was still evi-
dent on his face more than 
30 years later.

“He was a damn good 
fighter, The Kid,” Griffith 
said.

This image provided by NBC Universal shows former welterweight 
boxing champion Emile Griffith striking a pose to promote the 
documentary film “Ring of Fire:The Emile Griffith Story.” 

AP Photo/NBC Universal, Robert Maxwell

Boxer Emile Griffi th, 77, called SE Qns. home
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 28-year-old woman 
was charged with gun pos-
session following what 
police described as a high-
speed car crash on the 
Grand Central Parkway 
that took the life of the driv-
er early Saturday morning, 
the NYPD said.

Police said Nancy 
Vega, of Manhattan, was 
charged with criminal pos-
session of a weapon after 
a .25 semiautomatic pistol 
was found inside the 2011 
gold Lexus SUV she had 
been riding in with 29-year-
old Danny Singh, of Hollis, 
at about 4:20 a.m. Saturday.

According to an in-
vestigation by the NYPD’s 
Highway Patrol Collision 
Investigation Squad, the 
SUV had been traveling at 
a high speed when it struck 
a metal barrier, causing the 
vehicle to become airborne 
before striking a tree and 
landing on its side.

When officers from the 
111th Precinct in Bayside 
responded to calls about 
the crash on the westbound 
side of the highway by the 
Cross Island Parkway in 
Little Neck, they had found 
the SUV on its side with 

Vega and Singh inside, po-
lice said.

Vega was brought to 
North Shore Manhasset 
Hospital, where she was 
listed in stable condition, 
and Singh, identified by 
friends as Vega’s boyfriend, 
was taken to Long Island 
Jewish Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead sev-
eral hours later, the NYPD 

said.
At Singh’s home in 

Hollis, friends and family 
grieved for the fun-loving 
young father, who they said 
had a 3-year-old son named 
Damion and recently began 
work as a meter reader for 
Con Edison.

“He lived his life but 
it got cut very short,” said 
cousin Narvin Khan.

Singh’s heartbroken 
parents and sisters were 
riding an Amtrak to Flori-
da when they got the news, 
relatives said.

“They are taking 
emergency flights back,” 
Khan said.

Loved ones said Singh 
was family-oriented and 
loved to travel, recently 
taking a trip with his girl-
friend to South Beach in 
Miami.

“He always made ev-
erybody laugh,” Khan said. 
“If you didn’t know how 
to party, oh, boy, he would 
make you have the time of 
your life.”

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Danny Singh died in a crash 
on the Grand Central Parkway, 
police said. 

Photo courtesy the Singh family

Crash kills Hollis driver
on Grand Central: Cops

DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECH

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING)

63 Career-Focused 
Degree and Certifi-
cate Programs in 21st 
Century Technologies

718.260.5250
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

 Fall 2013 Freshman and Transfer Direct Admission

APPLY NOW
300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  www.citytech.cuny.eduWHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

build a new base for Civic 
Virtue, since its Borough 
Hall perch, including the 
fountain and underground 
plumbing, was also in need 
of repair, the city said. 
Green-Wood could not pro-
vide TimesLedger with the 
actual cost nor how much it 
would spend on long-term 
preservation.

The artwork has been 
panned as sexist since its 
initial installation outside 

City Hall in 1922. It depicts 
the Greek mythological 
hero Heracles, a scantily 
clad, sword-wielding man, 
who vanquished Sirens, 
depicted as two woman-like 
creatures squashed under 
his feet.

The statue was ban-
ished to Queens Borough 
Hall in 1941 by then-Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia, and 
in 2011 came under fire 
yet again from a group of 
elected officials, including 
then-U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, who just months 
later resigned amid a sex-
ting scandal.

LoScalzo has a hunch 
the taxpayers’ money could 
have been better spent re-
furbishing the statue at its 
former Borough Hall home, 
and hopes a judge will force 
the city’s hand to release 
communications between 
the department and Green-
Wood Cemetery to find out 
more.

“It’s not lost on me the 
symbolic significance that 
a statue representing the 
triumph of civic virtue over 
vice and corruption is not 
welcome in our borough,” 
he said.

Continued from Page 9

Virtue

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

A Brooklyn man 
was arrested last week 
on charges of robbing a 
73-year-old blind man twice 
in two weeks at his home in 
the Queensbridge Houses, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

Construction work-
er Ronald Rhodes, 46, of 
Brooklyn, was arraigned 
July 18 by Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Donna Golia 
on two criminal complaints 
and charged with burglary, 
robbery, criminal obstruc-
tion of breathing or blood 
circulation and criminal 
mischief.

Rhodes, who faces up to 
25 years in prison if convict-
ed, is being held on $175,000 
cash bail or  $300,000 bond. 
He is scheduled to return to 
court Aug. 5.

According to the first 
complaint, the victim was 
inside his apartment near 
41st Avenue and 21st Street 

in Long Island City on the 
morning of June 29 when 
Rhodes approached him 
from behind and ripped the 
chain from around his neck 
before fleeing.

Citing the second com-
plaint, Brown said the elder-
ly victim left his apartment 
house elevator at 1 p.m. July 
9 and was opening the door 
to his apartment when Rho-
des placed his hands over 
his mouth and pushed him 
into the apartment. Rhodes 
allegedly placed his hands 
around the victim’s neck 
and applied pressure, caus-
ing him to lose conscious-
ness, the complaint said.

In addition, as Rhodes 
allegedly choked the man, 
he told him to, “Give me the 
keys,” the complaint said. 
When the victim regained 
consciousness, he said he 
noticed his keys, cellphone 
and cash missing from his 
pocket and the lock to his 
closet had been broken, the 
DA said.

The victim was taken 
to Mt. Sinai Hospital and 
was listed in stable condi-
tion, police said.

Queensbridge Houses 
video surveillance of June 
29 allegedly shows Rhodes 
walking into the building 
and through the building’s 

lobby behind the victim. 
Brown also said video sur-
veillance from July 9 alleg-
edly shows Rhodes walking 
in the same direction as the 
elderly man and following 
him into the building and 
through the lobby. Surveil-
lance footage from inside 

the elevator that day shows 
the man getting out at his 
floor and Rhodes standing 
outside the elevator as the 
doors opened.

In statements made to 
police officers following his 
arrest, Rhodes allegedly 
admitted to following Bran-
don into the building, enter-
ing the victim’s apartment 
behind him and removing 
the chain from around his 
neck June 29. Rhodes also 
stated he sold the chain in 
Brooklyn for $50 cash and 
five bags of heroin, report-
ed the DA.

For the July 9 incident, 
Rhodes allegedly admitted 
to following the victim into 
his building, waiting for 
him to leave the elevator 
on his floor and placing his 
hand over Brandon’s mouth 
and pushing him into his 
apartment. Rhodes also ad-
mitted to taking cash and 
a cellphone from the man’s 
pockets as well as breaking 
the lock on the closet, the 

DA said.
“The victim in this 

case was a 73-year-old blind 
man whom the defendant 
allegedly preyed upon be-
cause of his disability — 
believing that identifica-
tion would prove difficult,” 
Brown said in a statement. 
“However, there were elec-
tronic eyes throughout the 
public housing develop-
ment where the victim lived 
which are alleged to have 
recorded the defendant’s 
movements. He now faces 
the possibility of a lengthy 
prison sentence.”

Detectives assigned to 
the NYPD’s Queens Rob-
bery Squad conducted the 
investigation.

Attorney Pamela Jor-
dan, who is representing 
Rhodes, did not return calls 
for comment.

Reach reporter Chris 
Engelhardt by e-mail at cen-
gelhardt@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Suspect Ronald Rhodes roams in the Queensbridge Houses, where 
the DA said he robbed a 73-year-old blind man twice in two weeks 
at his home. Image courtesy NYPD

Arrest in robberies of Queensbridge blind man

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT
 
Elected officials and resi-

dents gathered in Dutch Kills in 
Long Island City last week to de-
mand that the city Department of 
Transportation take immediate 
action in addressing unsafe traf-
fic conditions in the neighbor-
hood.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) joined residents at a rally at 
the intersection of 39th Avenue 
and 29th Street July 17 to call on 
the DOT to address the danger-
ous conditions, citing a need for 
traffic control infrastructure and 
for enforcement of existing traf-
fic laws. According to Gianaris, 
residents have contacted his of-
fice and reported numerous car 
accidents in recent weeks, none 
of which have resulted in serious 
injury. Action is also necessary 
to reduce speeding among driv-
ers who pass through the neigh-

borhood to and from the nearby 
Ed Koch-Queensboro Bridge, of-
ficials said.

But if measures are not taken 
soon to address the quality-of-life 
issue, officials warned, serious 
injuries will eventually occur.

“It is imperative that we al-
leviate issues with traffic conges-
tion in Dutch Kills and implement 
additional safety measures for 
the residents and families of the 
neighborhood,” Van Bramer said, 
urging the DOT “to develop solu-

tions that will ensure the safety 
of the thousands of pedestrians, 
motorists and cyclists who travel 
within the neighborhood every 
single day.”

In a letter to the DOT dated 
July 17, Gianaris said the Dutch 
Kills area needs stop signs, speed 
bumps and other traffic safety 
improvements to ensure that 
drivers are not only safe, but also 
obey the rules of the road.

“As this area continues to 
grow more residential, it is impor-
tant that infrastructure designed 
to control traffic in the area keeps 
up with the needs of the neighbor-
hood,” he said.

Residents also began circu-
lating a traffic calming and pe-
destrian safety petition through-
out the community last week that 
calls for the DOT to keep neigh-
borhood streets safe and make 
specific changes in the commu-
nity.

They include adding curb 
extensions on 38th and 39th av-

enues on the busy corners of 28th, 
29th and 30th streets, adding new 
stop signs at the corner of 29th 
Street and 41st Avenue and add-
ing a speed bump on 28th Street 
in front of the Growing Up Green 
Charter School.

A spokesman for Gianaris 
said the petition will eventually 
be sent to the DOT.

A DOT spokesman said 
Tuesday that the department met 
with Gianaris after receiving his 
letter and discussed safety en-
hancements at 39th Avenue and 
29th Street, which the agency is 
re-evaluating for additional stop 
signs and marking upgrades.

“Safety is the first priority,” 
he said, adding the DOT stationed 
“street safety managers” last 
week to help guide pedestrians 
and bicyclists near Dutch Kills 
Park.

The agency is also examin-
ing the Queensboro Plaza area for 
additional ways to enhance safety 
for street users, he said.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (c.) joins residents at a rally July 17 to 
call on the DOT to address poor traffic conditions in Dutch Kills. 

Photo courtesy Michael Gianaris  

Dangerous traffi c conditions spark concern across LIC
After recent series of car accidents in Dutch Kills, offi cials call on city DOT to address safety
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Nearly two decades ago, a group of 
Jamaica residents decided it was time for 
somebody to highlight the diverse talents 
of southeast Queens.

So, these commercial, political and 
cultural leaders made plans to bring ven-
dors, artists and even pony rides to York 
College for an afternoon of fun. 

They booked the musicians, contacted 
the creative set and lined up the cooks. Then 
they waited to see who would show up. 

“At that first event, we got 7,000 peo-
ple,” Tyra Emerson, executive director of 

the event’s organizer Cultural Coalition 
Jamaica, said. “And we were like, oh, we’re 
onto something.”

Since its debut on a Saturday in 1996, 
the Jamaica Arts & Music Summer Festi-
val, known as JAMS, has turned into one 
of New York City’s tourist destinations and 
attracts well over 185,000 people to Jamaica 
Avenue on the first weekend in August. 

As JAMS gears up for its 17th annual 
event — which TimesLedger Newspapers 
once again helps sponsor — it continues its 
mission of providing a stage for the best of 
what Jamaica and Queens creates in the 
fields of music, food, fashion and arts. 

“It was a way to link arts to economic 
development in southeast Queens,” Em-
erson said. “And it was an opportunity to 
include the community in a festival which 
they didn’t have to travel to.”

Plenty of traveling still occurs during 
that summer weekend, but it’s people from 
the other boroughs, the Tri-state region 
and even Eastern Canada who head into 
Queens for the event. 

Once they arrive, visitors will have the 
opportunity to settle in at Rufus King Park 
for the JAMS Under the Stars concert on 
Friday night. Each year the kick-off show 
varies in theme — 2012 was a tribute to re-
cently passed icons Whitney Houston and 
Michael Jackson, and this year celebrates 
World Music.

“There’s going to be African music, 
Latin jazz and a whole lot of genres from 

different nations,” Emerson said. 
Between Friday night’s show and the 

main stage on Saturday, Emerson said 
about a dozen or so groups will perform 
throughout the festival. 

Annual Jamaica Arts & Music Summer Festival 
prepares to take to the streets next month

JAMS is sweet on southeast Queens
IF YOU GO

Jamaica Arts & Music Summer Festival

JAMS Under the Stars concert, Friday, 
Aug. 2, 6 pm - 10 pm, Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue between 150th and 
153rd streets
JAMS Festival, Saturday, Aug. 3, 11 am - 
7 pm, Jamaica Avenue, between Parsons 
Boulevard and 169th Street
Rain or shine
www.go2ccj.org

Continued on Page 41

A stilt walker entertains the crowds during last 
year’s JAMS festival. Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

MP Taverna has replaced 
Mezzo-Mezzo on Ditmars Bou-
levard in Astoria.  When ini-
tials are presumed to produce 
recognition it’s a clue that the 
restaurateur has achieved ce-
lebrity chefdom.  In this case, 
the media darling is Michael 
Psilakis, a winner of culinary 
awards, a TV personality and a 
cookbook author.  The Astoria 
location is the latest addition 
to his restau-
rant empire 
consisting of 
three places in 
Manhattan, one in Westchester 
and one in Roslyn. The MP 
moniker seems to be reserved 
for restaurants outside of Man-
hattan.

This wood and exposed 
brick two-story space has been 
slicked up by its new occupant.  
The only exterior identification 
is the name cast in natural con-
crete into the parapet, doing its 
best to look like it’s been there 
since the vintage building’s 

completion.  The previously 
rustic look has been updated 
trendily to repurposed.  

The downstairs works 
best as a bar with food, the 
upstairs as a more formal res-
taurant.  The bar has anything 

you could possibly want to 
drink from specialty cocktails, 
craft brews, an international 
wine list emphasizing Greece, 
to a selection of rarified sin-
gle malts pricing out at $125 
per shot.  The glass accordion  

doors open onto the 
street making for a 
lively/noisy experi-
ence depending on 
your tolerance for 
hubbub.  

Upstairs is a 
bit more relaxing.  
Service is first rate 
here — professional, 
accommodating and 
well-paced.  That’s an 
amenity that regret-
tably you don’t rou-
tinely encounter at 
Queens eateries.

A pea soup start-
er, one of the specials, 
was not what we an-
ticipated.  Given the 
time of year, we were 
expecting a soup 
made from sweet 
young spring peas.  

What we got was a soup of pu-
reed peas of indeterminate 
provenance, their flavor over-
powered by strong olive oil and 
tart yogurt.  The result was 
palatable, but just a generic 

MP Taverna brings Mediterranean to Astoria
MP Taverna
31-29 Ditmars Blvd.

Astoria, NY 11105
718-777-2187

michaelpsilakis.com/mp-taverna/
mp-taverna-astoria

Price Range: Appetizers $8—12, Mains 
Cuisine: Updated Greek

Setting: Stylish, bar downstairs, 
dining room upstairs.

Service: First-rate table service
Hours: 

Lunch: Monday-Friday, Noon-3pm; 
Dinner: Sunday–Thursday, 3pm–11pm 

late night menu till 1am;  Friday–
Saturday, 3pm–Midnight late night 

menu till 2am 
Reservations: Yes
Alcohol: Full bar 
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: 

Noise level: Noisy downstairs
Handicap accessible: Yes, downstairs

WIFI: No

At MP Taverna the bulgar salad includes olives, dates, pomegranate seeds, almonds 
and pistachios. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 44

DINING OUT
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

It was an afternoon of 
ballet memories. 

When lovely Miami 
City Ballet Principal Danc-
er Jennifer Kronenberg 
Guerra returned to the 
Once Upon A Time Dance 
Studios stage in Richmond 
Hill – where it all started – 
her beloved dance teacher 
Teresa Aubel was there 
to greet and embrace her. 
Also there were those who 
remembered Kronenberg 
when she was a cute, tutu-
ed ballet student living in 
Kew Gardens with her par-
ents.

Everyone gathered in 
the little theater to watch 
the graceful dancer re-
hearse for an upcoming 
benefit show. 

“It was the past meet-
ing the present; a coming 
together,” Aubel said. “We 

were happy watching her 
and our jaws dropped. It 
was a wonderful experience 
for me and everyone; a plea-
sure to see her dance. Her 
artistry is so much higher 
up that it’s beautiful.”

Teaching the budding 
little ballerina her first ba-
sic positions at the barre, 
then patiently training 
her to hone her poses away 
from it, Aubel watched her 
eager student practice her 
first arabesque and leap 
into the air like an ante-
lope.  Aubel was there when 
the lithe preteen blossomed 
into a confident, driven 
dancer, worthy of a spot 
with Miami’s famous ballet 
company. 

Kronenberg lives 
in Miami, near Coconut 
Grove, but is still a Queens 
girl at heart.  When she 
and her hubby, fellow MCB 
dancer Carlos Guerra, and 

their beautiful baby daugh-
ter Eva, recently returned 
to New York City, they vis-

ited Queens, where Kronen-
berg’s parents still live. 

The dancer said the 

old nabes were “surpris-
ingly, still very much the 
same. Other than a few 
more Starbucks that have 
popped up, Kew Gardens 
and Richmond Hill didn’t 
seem to have changed too 
much.”

From ages 7 to 17 Kro-
nenberg attended ballet 
classes at Once Upon A 
Time, when her school day 
was over. 

“They have expanded 
the space a bit and have 
added the little black box 
theater, where Sunday’s 
show was held, but other-
wise, it’s just as I remem-
ber it,” said Kronenberg. 
“And most importantly, the 
warm, loving, nurturing 
feeling I remember growing 
up with still exists.  It hits 
you almost immediately as 
you walk up the drive, and 
embraces you when you en-
ter the school. I love that.”

Her family and several 
friends and students came 
to watch the striking danc-
er perform excerpts from 
“Coppélia” and “The Dying 
Swan” ballets. During the 
event, the Devore Dance 
Center from St. Albans 
performed African dance. 
Aubel teaches ballet there 
and Devore was Kronen-
berg’s  teacher at Cardozo 
HS.

“My teacher chose 
‘Coppélia’ because I danced 
it so often while I was in 
her school,” said Kronen-
berg, “It was actually one 
of the last things I per-
formed there before I left 
to go to Miami.  Before that 
she attended the School of 
American Ballet in Lincoln 
Center.

Kronenberg said she 
chose “The Dying Swan” 
because she always wanted 

Ballerina makes the leap home to Richmond Hill
Miami City Ballet dancer returns to borough to visit studio where she fi rst learned the art form

Miami City Ballet principal dancers Jennifer Kronenberg and her 
husband Carlos Guerra in George Balanchine’s “Slaughter on Tenth 
Avenue.” Photo courtesy Miami City Ballet

Continued on Page 44
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FILM

FLIC NIC in the Street — The 
Queens World Film Festival 
returns to Jackson Heights with 
a bill of local and international 
shorts and features. Bring a 
chair, blanket and picnic or just 
plop down on the curb. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 3, 
beginning at dusk
Where: 78th Street Plaza near 

34th Avenue, Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Movie Night in Astoria 
Park — Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition presents 
free movies Monday nights in 
Astoria Park. First up, “Brave” 
on July 29.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm, 
through Aug. 26.

Where: Astoria Park Lawn, Shore 
Boulevard, between Hell Gate 
Bridge and the pool, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.centralastoria.org

Outdoor Cinema at Socrates 
Sculpture Park — Every 
Wednesday evening at 
sunset, weather permitting, 
Outdoor Cinema presents 
an international festival of 
open-air cinema, music, dance 
and food. Each fi lm begins with 
performances by local musicians 
and dancers that celebrate the 
culture of the fi lm. 
When: Wednesdays through 
Aug. 21, 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

JABEN, USA & SuperNova Productions with 
Music Theater International Present 

A Musical by 
Alain Boublil 
Claude-Michel Schönberg

Based on the novel by 
Victor Hugo 

Director 
Kevin Wallace

Musical Director 
Pat White

Orchestrator 
Ray Naccari 

Starring 
Andrew Joseph Koslosky, Malcolm Spaulding, Don Gormanly, Juan Luis Sanchez, 
Mariel Pacifi c, Monica Barczak, Joanna Connolly, Shannon Connolly, 
Karina Ordonez, Alana Smith, Dan Stravino, David Arzberger, Rachael Connolly, 
Richard Masin, John Rodriguez
with
Caroline Adrien, Deanna Bornico, Laura Leigh Carroll, John Cavanagh, 
Shannon Davenport, Danielle Fleming, Elizabeth Grumley, Clarence Ilanan, 
Paul Inglese, Dakota MacLeod, Elizabetta Malagon, Marianne Leavell Malagon, 
Tara Mangione, Charles Martinez, Mary McElroy, Angela Mourtazalieva, 
Angelina Nidea, Sean Park, Fernanda Perfeito, Bethany Pincus, Melissa Rocco, 
Jennifer Sanchez, Rachel Schwartz, Devra Seidel, Charlotte Simone, Claire Spinetti, 
Jaime Torres, Sochima Udedibia, Julio Ulloa, Lauren Vaicels, Gianna Varrassi, 
Giovanni Vittozzi, Kennedy Williams, Kent Williams

ICC THEATER IN DOUGLASTON 
7200-7250 DOUGLASTON PARKWAY

DOUGLASTON, NY 11362

 Friday  August 2, 2013 8:00pm
 Saturday August 3, 2013 8:00pm
 Sunday  August 4, 2013 3:00pm 
(Optional August 4, 2013 Special Sunday Brunch at 1:00pm)

 Thursday August 8, 2013 8:00pm
 Friday  August 9, 2013 8:00pm
 Saturday August 10, 2013 8:00pm

Purchase tickets online at www.thejosephinefoundation.org/store
All major credit cards accepted. PayPal accepted. 

General Seats $25.00 VIP Seats $35.00
August 4 Special Sunday Lunch Ticket $25.00 

(does not include show ticket)
Proceeds to Benefi t the Josephine Foundation 

www.thejosephinefoundation.org

But music is just one 
component of JAMS. 

Because Queens and 
Jamaica in particular cel-
ebrate diversity, food from 
every corner of the globe 
will be available to sample.

“If you have a taste for 
something, it is going to be 
there,” Emerson said. 

An entire city block 
will be converted into a 
kid-friendly zone with face 
painting, clowns and bal-
loon sculptures. And for 
the first time this year, the 
health and wellness activi-
ties will include exercises 
for the 12-and-under set. 

“The event is family-
oriented,” Emerson said. 
“We always feel like we 
need something just for the 
kids.”

And just for the men — 
although Emerson admits 
women like it, too — JAMS 
includes another block 
lined with antique cars 
of nearly every make and 
model.

Automobiles will not, 
however, be anywhere 
along Jamaica Avenue be-
tween Parsons Boulevard 
and 169th Street as that 
entire stretch of road is 
turned into a pedestrian-
only street fair on Satur-
day. 

Emerson expects more 
than 400 vendors to set up 
shop along the thorough-
fare selling a variety of 
wares. Interspersed among 
the retailers, about four 

dozen non-profit groups 
will have booths to adver-
tise their programs.

“It’s an opportunity 
to tell the community, ‘we 
are here and these are the 
services we provide,’” Em-
erson said. 

Antonio Rasmus, 
founder of Rally Win 
sportswear and sporting 
gear company, plans on be-
ing in one of those Jamaica 
Avenue booths. As a lead 
sponsor, Rally Win will de-
but its “I’m Such a JAMS 
Fan!” T-shirt during the 
event. 

Rasmus, a life-long 
Jamaica resident, believes 
JAMS offers his company 
the perfect opportunity to 
promote its goods to a wide 
audience. He also sees the 
weekend as a way to cel-
ebrate Queens’ and Jamai-
ca’s history and future. 

“People move out of 
Jamaica — like to Florida 
or North Carolina — and 
they tell their friends there, 
‘hey, I know an adventure 
we can take,’” Rasmus said. 
“The whole weekend is like 
a reunion. You see people 
you haven’t seen in years.”

Continued from Page 37

JAMS

Thousands of visitors crowd Jamaica Avenue during last year’s 
JAMS festival.  Photo by Nat Valentine
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 29.  Satisfied, as a meal

 31.  ___ as a pig

 32.  Island in the East  

  China Sea

 35.  Spritelike

 39.  John Wayne classic

 41.  Hammer's target

 42.  Armchair partner

 43.  Mature insects

 46.  Has life

 48.  Meister ___ (beer brand)

 51.  Luncheon end

 52.  Prefix with legal

 53.  Cairo's river

 55.  Actress Lillian

 56.  Like some excuses

 57.  First word of Mass. motto

 60.  "Yes, ___!"

 61.  ___-Cone

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
July 26 - August 1, 2013

By Ed Canty

Hit or Miss
Across

 1.  Explorer of kiddie TV
 5.  Grouch's expression
 10.  "Moby-Dick" captain
 14.  Guinness and others
 15.  Drink served with  
  marshmallows
 16.  Italian money
 17.  Evangelist
 19.  Monthly pmt.
 20.  Eye site
 21.  Chryslers named after a  
  Spanish explorer
 23.  Himalayan legends
 26.  Deep cut
 27.  Very angry
 30.  Stadium cheer
 33.  Mideast ruler
 34.  Pressure
 36.  Govt. agency that has  
  your number
 37.  Oodles
 38.  Suffix with president
 39.  1920's chief justice
 40.  Legendary Giant
 41.  "___ can help it"
 44.  Some TV's
 45.  Fix, as leftovers
 47.  Destination in Mali
 49.  Way out
 50.  Entrap
 51.  Delta follower
 54.  Group of geese
 58.  A little night music
 59.  Claire McCaskill, for one
 62.  Gait faster than a walk
 63.  Dress style
 64.  Brief beliefs
 65.  Dines
 66.  Peter and the Wolfe?
 67.  Biblical pronoun

Down

 1.  Like many a cellar

 2.  Assortment

 3.  Sabbath activity

 4.  Alloy analysts

 5.  Went quickly

 6.  Swindle

 7.  Andean stew vegetable

 8.  Microsoft product

 9.  What hens do?

 10.  Nearly

 11.  Go to bed

 12.  Jason's ship

 13.  Spelling contests

 18.  News bit

 22.  Francisco and Paulo

 24.  Yukon native

 25.  Gibraltar and Dover

 27.  Bronze Star's significance

 28.  Overact

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUT OF LUCK
A C I D E W E R R A S E
T H O U S A V E D E L A Y
O U T O F T H E P I C T U R E
M B A A E O N L L A M A S

O R E O S L I M
S L A L O M S L I V E R E D
M O T I F L O A N U P A
O U T O F C O M M I S S I O N
C P A R O M S T E N D S
K E R O S E N E B U N G E E

W E D S T O D D
S C E N E I M A G I P H I
O U T I N T H E B O O N I E S
L E T N O A L O T E T A L
D R U G S T O A T A L E

PRODUCTIONS

“Macbeth” — The Queens 
Players return to the Secret 
Theater with Shakespeare’s 
tale of myth, magic and corrupt 
ambition. 
When: Through July 27, 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 
pm, Sunday at 7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“The Tempest” and “Love’s 
Labor Lost” — The Queens-
based Hip to Hip Theater 
Co. presents these two 
Shakespeare plays at 10 parks 
around the borough. Bring a 
picnic, blanket or a chair. A 
children’s theater games and 
learning session takes place 30 
minutes before curtain.
When: Wednesdays to Sundays 
through Aug. 15
Where: July 27 — O’Donohue 
Park, Rockaway, Tempest, 7 pm; 
July 28 — Cunningham Park, 

Hollis, Tempest, 8 pm;  July 
31 — St. Albans Park, St. Albans, 
Love’s Labor, 7:30 pm; Aug. 1 — 
Voekler Orth Museum, Flushing, 
Love’s Labor, 7:30 pm; Aug. 
2 — Sunnyside Gardens Park, 
Sunnyside, Tempest 8 pm; Aug. 
3 — Gantry Plaza State Park, LIC, 
Love’s Labor, 7:30 pm
Cost: Free
Website: hiptohip.org 

“Rockaway Café — The 
Comeback!” — The Rockaway 
Theatre company celebrates 
its return following the 
devastation following Hurricane 
Sandy with this musical revue. 
When: July 26 - 28, and Aug. 2 - 
4, Friday and Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Fort Tilden Building T4, 
Barret Road, Rockaway
Cost: $20, $15/seniors, 
students and children under 12
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Jesus Christ Superstar” — 
The Andrew Lloyd Webber-Tim 
Rice rock opera tells the story 
of Jesus Christ’s fi nal days 

before his crucifi xion. 
When: Aug. 2 - 4 and Aug. 7 - 11; 
Wednesday through Saturday at 
8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: Advance purchase $18/
adults, $15/seniors and $7/
children; At the door $20/
adults, $17/seniors and $9/
children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: sgtg.org

“Les Misérables” — The 
streets of Paris come to Queens 
in this Broadway Blockbusters 
Production of the hit musical 
based on Victor Hugo’s book.
When: Aug. 2 - Aug. 4 and Aug. 
8 - Aug. 10; Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm 
Where: Immaculate Conception 
Center Theater, 7200 
Douglaston Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $25/general admission, 
$35/VIP seating
Contact: (516) 650-3231
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org/
broadway-blockbusters

“Anything Goes” — The HCJ 
Teen Drama Group presents Cole 
Porter’s musical about romance 
and gangsters on the high seas. 
Songs include “You’re the Tops,” 

“Blow, Gabriel, Blow,” and the 
title number. 
When: Aug. 8 - Aug. 11, Thursday 
at 7 pm, Friday and Saturday at 
8 pm, and Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Holy Child of Jesus 
Parish’s Monsignor Murray 
Auditorium, 111-11 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill
Cost: $10, $8/children under 12
Contact: (718) 847-1860

“Les Misérables” — The JC 
Players offer the borough’s 
second production of the iconic 
musical based on Victor Hugo’s 
novel. 
When: Friday, Aug. 9, 8 pm, 
at Glendale United Methodist 
Church, 66-14 Central Ave., 
Glendale;
Also on Saturday, Aug. 10 and 

Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 11 
and 18, 3 pm, at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-15 Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/
contactus.html
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Building Amenities

www.modaupgradedliving.com

Queens Living in Premium Rentals

TAKING LIVING TO A HIGHER LEVEL

www.theopalny.com

Apartment Features

*

Building Amenities:

Welcome to Moda
— 

75-25 153rd St. Kew Gardens Hills, NY 11367  leasing@theopalny.com  646-461-3036

OPALTHE
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Mediterranean flavor.
Apart from the pea 

soup, we chose from what 
were considered the chef’s 
signature dishes.  The 
very delicious octopus 
salad was smokily singed 
on the grill while leaving 
the interior meat nice and 
springy.  The addition of 
chick, peas white beans 
and herbs elevated it from 
the ordinary.

The bulgar (cracked 
wheat) salad takes advan-
tage of a novel combina-
tion of ingredients.  Olives 
and dates play off each 
other, getting a sweet and 
sour thing going, while 
the pomegranate seeds, 
almonds and pistachios 
add both flavor and tex-
tural variety.

The paella here is a 
tasty riff on that tradi-
tional Spanish favorite.  
Orzo is substituted for 
rice. Clams and mussels 
form the backbone of this 
dish along with a couple of 

beady eyed jumbo shrimp, 
heads and all.  Crumbles 
of spicy lamb sausage and 
a generous hand with saf-
fron enhance the flavor of 
this dish.

Wanting to try some 
of the tempting varieties 
of sausage without work-
ing our way through the 
list of appetizers, we or-
dered the mixed grill.  It 
includes Cypriot lamb 
sausage, pork tenderloin, 
chicken, Greek pork sau-
sage paired with a gener-
ous helping of hefty fries.  
The lamb sausage had the 
most flavor with a slight 
kick of spice.  The Greek 
sausage was bland, and 
the grilled meats were 
overdone.  The smashed 
fries were just over the 
top. The exterior crust 
was just too thick and 
greasy.  Kind of too much 
of a good thing.  What 
the meat lacked in juice, 
the fries made up for in 
grease.

If you’re going to 
overindulge, save it for 

dessert.  Throw a party for 
your sweet tooth with the 
halvah ice cream topped 
brownie.  The brownie it-
self is more like a molten 
chocolate cake cupcake 
with and ooze of melty 
halvah in the center.  Top 
that with melty sesame 
flavored ice cream, and 
you have a taste of heav-
en.

The Bottom Line
For about the same 

money you would spend 
at any of the more upscale 
Astoria Greek restaurants 
you can have a reinvented 
Greek meal in stylish 
surroundings with great 
service.  There’s also the 
celebrity chef factor, an 
uncommon commodity in 
the nabe, if you care.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by 
e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.
com.

Continued from Page 38

MP Taverna

to dance it during her ca-
reer, but didn’t have the 
chance. “I also thought it 
would be an interesting 
contrast to the silly, peppy 
feeling of ‘Coppélia.’”

“She was such an easy 
child to teach because she 
was so focused, and that 
ability made her into a mas-
ter artist,” Aubel recalled. 
“And when I watched her 
doing ‘The Dying Swan,’ 
the concentration was over-
whelming – so consuming 
that she was the swan. You 
can only touch that when 
you’re a great artist.

“But I knew that when 
she was a child. I knew she 
had that very special qual-
ity – smart, funny, witty, 
easy to work with – every-
thing you would want from 

a student. And then she had 
the desire.”

“I’m a firm believer 
in teaching children to ap-
preciate and be involved in 
the arts from a young age, 
and OUAT’s Theatre Street 
School gives children ex-
actly that opportunity,” 
said Kronenberg. “In other 
countries an arts school 

like this would be funded 
by the government, but 
not so in the United States, 
unfortunately. So I’d like 
to do my part to help raise 
funds to keep the school 
alive and flourishing, so 
more children will contin-
ue to have the wonderful 
opportunities that I did as 
a child.”

Continued from Page 40

Ballerina

Miami City Ballet principal dancer Jennifer Kronenberg with her 
daughter Eva. Photo courtesy Kronenberg

Answers in Sports
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy  
SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park at the Pat Dolan Trail at Willow Lake

We meet at the Albert P. Mauro Playground at Park Drive East & 73 Terrace.

JULY
Sat., Jul. 27 7am - 7pm Meet & Greet Other Trial Walkers
Sun., Jul. 28 7am - 7pm Meet & Greet Other Trial Walkers 

AUGUST
Sat., Aug. 3 10am - 1pm Clean-up at Willow Lake
Sat., Aug. 3 11am - 2pm CANOE TRIP 
  Meet in FMC Park by the bridge under  
  Jewel Avenue (adj. to Van Wyck Expy N)

Sun., Aug. 11 10am - noon Willow Lake Tour & Photo Contest
Sat., Aug. 17 10am - noon Nature Trail Walk with Urban Park Rangers  

Sun., Aug. 25 11am - 2pm Celebration of Willow Lake Opening Season
  There will be a Magic show, face painting and lots more.  
  Information will be posted on the Facebook page  
  (Flushing Meadows Corona Park Conservancy)

Be on the lookout for our Fall Schedule 
of Events on our Facebook page.

If you are interested in volunteering or signing  
up for an event, email fmcpconservancy@gmail.com. 

If you are interested in making a tax exempt donation,  
send a check to Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy  

at PO Box 750303, Flushing, NY 11375.

Have a wonderful summer and see you on the trail.
Jean C. Silva, President

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy

YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO WALK THE PAT DOLAN TRAIL AT WILLOW LAKE ON ANY SATURDAY OR 
SUNDAY FROM 7AM TO 7PM AT YOUR OUR LEISURE WITH A FRIEND OR GROUP
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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verse as Queens,” he said. 
“We think we’ll have a lot 
of fans coming in for those 
soccer games.”

The restaurant will 
also show all Ultimate 
Fighting Championship 
games and will not charge 
a cover.

The White Plains-
based Four M Capital is 
the Buffalo Wild Wings 
franchisee for New York 
and owns 13 of the restau-
rants in locations through-
out Queens, Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, the Bronx, Nas-
sau County, Westchester 
County, Rockland County 
and Connecticut.

For information about 
watching sporting events 
at the Forest Hills location, 
call the restaurant at 718-
544-9453.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Continued from Page 19

Theatre

ment, and said precau-
tions are in place in case 
of severe weather storms, 
such as another Hurricane 
Sandy.

“Safety is in our DNA,” 
he said. “It’s the most im-
portant thing we do.”

He said the company 
has had no major incidents 
in New York in its operat-
ing history.

Since 2008, Williams 
Transco has been issued 
two federal corrective ac-
tion orders for problems in 
other states, according to 
documents from PHMSA. 
They were both issued after 
explosions occurred along 
the pipeline.

The company has also 
been issued several fines 
since 2007. Violations in-
clude a lack of corrosion 
control, incorrect welding 
procedures and failing to 
keep adequate records.

An explosion at a Wil-
liams Cos. Geismar, La., 

chemical plant last month 
killed two people, but the 
incident was unrelated to 
pipelines and Stockton said 
an event of that magnitude 
was unprecedented in the 
company’s history. The 
cause of the explosion has 
not yet been determined.

Another growing con-
cern of New Yorkers is 
radioactive radon gas. Ac-
cording to a study by the 
U.S. Geological Survey, 
Marcellus Shale Gas con-
tains the gas, a known car-
cinogen. Activists say the 
radon is carried into homes 
right along with natural 
gas.

“What that basically 
means is that we’re going to 
have huge spikes in cancer 
rates,” Fluck said.

Stockton countered 
that research by pointing 
to other studies that have 
said the quantities of radon 
in another New York City 
pipeline, the Spectra Pipe-
line, are negligible.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 

Continued from Page 9

Pipeline

HAILING HER SERVICE
State Sen. Tony Avella congratulates Bowne Park Civic Association President Wanda Beck 
Antosh on her Senate Women of Distinction Award. Antosh is also active in the 109th Precinct 
Community Council, Community Board 7, the Whitestone Republican Club, the North End 
Republican Club, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 487 Auxiliary, the Broadway Flushing 
Homeowners Association, St. Mel’s Parish Council and the Flushing Hospital Advisory Board 
and has volunteered at the St. Albans Community Living Center for veterans for more than 15 
years. Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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Walk past the Italian 
Renaissance-style facade 
of the old Queens Family 
Courthouse around Happy 
Hour, and you’re likely to 
view a scene downtown Ja-
maica has been waiting on 
for some time.

Young professionals 
dressed in business casual 
pack the steel-and-glass box 
jutting out of the Dermot 
Co.’s Parsons Boulevard 
development, home to the 
neighborhood’s newest — 
or one might say new — sit-
down restaurant, CityRib.

“One of the greatest 
compliments I get,” said 
General Manager Regan 
Uriarte, “is people come up 
to me and say, ‘You know 
what? When you come in 
here, you think you’re in 
the city.’ That’s really the 
vibe we want.”

In 2010, Dermot cut 
the ribbon on Moda, its 
346-unit, mixed-space de-
velopment that married the 
stone facade of the historic 
courthouse to 12 stories of 
LEED-certified new con-
struction.

At either corner of the 
building on Parsons sit two 
retail spaces, and earlier 
this month the nouveau-
barbecue joint opened its 

doors at 89th Avenue, giv-
ing diners an outlet to feed 
their food fixes.

Downtown Jamaica, 
along with Flushing and 
Long Island City, is one of 
the three main business 

corridors in Queens, fed 
by a transportation hub, 
students at York College, 
visitors to a bevy of govern-
ment buildings and travel-
ers shuffling to and from 
John F. Kennedy Interna-

tional Airport.
But aside from an Ap-

plebee’s on Jamaica Avenue 
that opened in late 2010, the 
neighborhood is lacking 
sit-down dining amenities, 
though it is willing to spend 

money at one.
“In January we com-

pleted a customer shopper 
survey and got results from 
local workers, residents 
and students,” said Laurel 
Brown, executive director 
of the Jamaica Center Busi-
ness Improvement District. 
“In the restaurant category 
we found there’s over $196 
million in leakage. In lay-
man’s terms, we have peo-
ple here spending to the 
tune of $196 million, but 
they’re spending it outside 
the district.”

Enter CityRib.
With an interior col-

ored by bare-brick walls, 
corrugated-steel panelling 
and a stone column at the 
center of the bar reading 
“Established MMXIII,” the 
eatery has the chic-casual 
feel of a high-end barbecue 
restaurant.

Menu items include 
appetizers such as deviled 
eggs and chili-flavored cal-
amari, a fried catfish sand-
wich and both St. Louis and 
babyback-style ribs slow 
cooked for up to 12 hours in 
a 500-pound smoker.

CityRib offers two 
sauces: the Queens, a 
mustard-based recipe with 
whiskey, and the Kings, 
which starts with a tomato 
base and molasses accented 

by bourbon.
The bar stocks 14 do-

mestic beers on tap, includ-
ing the Dogfish 60-minute 
IPA and Brooklyn’s India 
Pale Ale. Cocktails such as 
the Rufus King, a take on 
an Old Fashioned, and the 
Parsons Collins put a local 
twist on traditional liba-
tions.

Diners saddling up 
to the bar will also find a 
moonshine distilled by up-
state New York’s Dutch’s 
Spirits.

“It goes really well 
with barbecue. It’s one of 
the few moonshines avail-
able for sale in the U.S.,” 
Uriarte said. “It’s very re-
freshing.”

CityRib, at 89-14 Par-
sons Blvd., opens at 4 p.m. 
weekdays and 11 a.m. week-
ends, when it serves brunch 
until 3 p.m. featuring chick-
en and waffles and coconut-
crusted French toast.

The restaurant does 
not take reservations, 
though it does make accom-
modations for call-ahead 
seating. The number is 718-
878-3599.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

CityRib fills sit-down dining void in Jamaica
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which will accommodate 
the construction of a new 
stadium, the reconstruc-
tion of an existing facility 
and increased office and 
retail space. The league 
has long contended these 
additions were essential for 
it to retain its worldwide 
appeal.

“This deal was a long 
time coming. I can say with 
confidence we will all ben-
efit from this expansion,” 
said City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who eventually 
wrangled the money for the 
greenspace out of the USTA 
and was praised for her ne-
gotiating skills by several 
members of the Council.

The cash will be kept 
as a lump sum and begin-
ning in 2014, $5 million 
will be used for capital im-
provements over six years. 
For the first three years, 
$350,000 will be allotted 
for an annual maintenance 
fund and then for the next 

20 years that number will 
drop to $200,000.

Ferreras delayed a 
vote on the permit for 
weeks to give a reluctant 
USTA, which currently 

pays about $2.5 million to 
the city’s general fund an-
nually, more time to con-
sider a deal, according to 
Council insiders, who said 
the lawmaker, tennis brass 

and city stakeholders were 
still hammering out the 
details well after the vote 
was supposed to take place 
Wednesday morning.

The approval of the ex-

pansion was seen by some 
as a foregone conclusion, 
but Ferreras had one ma-
jor bargaining chip to play: 
Wednesday was the last day 
the Council could consider 
the measure. If lawmakers 
voted against the plan, the 
USTA would have had to 
start the months-long appli-
cation process over again.

The tennis giant ran 
into vehement opposition 
from park advocacy groups 
opposed to simply giving 
away more parkland.

Some of those groups 
lauded Wednesday’s deal, 
which they said will pump 
sorely needed money into 
the highly used green-
space.

“For too long Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
has been ignored and un-
derfunded,” The Fairness 
Coalition, an advocacy 
group, said in a statement. 
“Today, that legacy begins 
to change. This is the first 
major investment from a 
tenant of the park in de-
cades.”

The nonprofit New 
Yorkers for Parks also 
praised the outcome of a 

long and sometimes acri-
monious journey.

“From the start of the 
public approval process, 
local residents and park us-
ers voiced concerns about 
the park’s poor condition 
and their strained relation-
ship with the USTA,” the 
nonprofit said, pointing out 
that the agreement heralds 
a new era for the park.

The $10.5 million fund, 
projected to last 23 years, is 
less than the $11.6 million 
the city Parks Department 
recently said it spends on 
Flushing Meadows annu-
ally.

But Holly Leicht, ex-
ecutive director of the non-
profit, said Wednesday’s 
deal is just the start. 

“Hopefully, this is just 
the beginning of private 
funds that will help aug-
ment the public dollars,” 
she said, speaking of a new 
alliance that is set to raise 
money for the park and 
oversee how the new pri-
vate money is spent.

Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) was 
the lone nay vote.

Continued from Page 1 

USTA

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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The United States Tennis Association will establish a fund for upkeep at Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park in exchange for permission to expand its boundaries to build a new stadium (bottom l.) and re-
furbish another (top r.). Image courtesy USTA



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
. 2

6-
AU

G. 
1, 

20
13

    
   

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

50

BT

Treatment Program. Terri 
Campbell  picked up the 
phone in Albany, and after 
hearing Martin’s plight, 
sprang into action.

“This was the first 
time that we had some 
hope,” Martin said.

Campbell confirmed 
what others had been say-
ing: Martin would not qual-
ify for Medicaid, but she 
was a perfect candidate for 
the state program.

Campbell called New 
York Hospital Queens, a 
Flushing facility that works 
with Albany, and spoke 
with Jacqueline Xouris and 
Holly Frampton, who were 
just as eager to get Martin 
urgent care.

The 27-year-old hopped 
on a bus and was soon sit-
ting down with two hos-
pital representatives who 
spent hours poring over her 
situation.

“For the first time in 
the whole process, there 
was someone who was look-
ing at us as more than just a 

case or a number,” Martin 
said, recalling that a glim-
mer of hope began to take 
shape.

By the end of the day, 
the three women had Mar-
tin enrolled in the pro-
gram .

“After many e-mails, 
phone calls, faxes and 
teamwork, we achieved the 
impossible [and unprec-
edented] by having a com-
pleted application within 
hours of our client’s arriv-
al,” Xouris wrote in a June 
13 letter to the state Depart-
ment of Health.

Martin is now starting 
her second round of chemo-
therapy, and her tumor is 
80 percent smaller.

“To say that I was 
saved by the program is not 
to put it lightly,” she said. 
“Without the medical at-
tention I’ve gotten this far, 
I wouldn’t be where I am to-
day, which is on my way to 
be a cancer survivor. I don’t 
know where I would be.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Meng (D-Flushing) and eight oth-
er House representatives. Meng 
and Israel have also been work-
ing closely with New York state 
officials, including state Sen. 

Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and state 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside), who live and work in the 
heart of the epicenter of Queens 

Quiet Skies in Bayside.
“It’s time for residents of the 

New York area to have a single, 
united voice when it comes to 
fighting against airport-related 
issues that impact our region,” 
Meng said. “An airport advisory 
committee would ensure that all 
the concerns of community lead-

ers, civic groups and residents 
are heard and that real, viable 
solutions are reached.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

a playground. But after 
Tshaka recruited help from 
heavy hitters like then-City 
Councilman John Liu and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, the team was 
able to relocate the play-
ground to the north side of 
the site and celebrate the 
official recognition of the 
burial ground in a 2006 cer-
emony.

But in the years since, 
the Bayside activist said the 
city must do more to honor 
those whose remains were 
buried there.

In its current state, 
Tshaka said the burial 

ground looks like a park 
and is sometimes inappro-
priately treated as such, 
with people stopping there 
to eat lunch or walk their 
dogs. Tshaka also called 
on Parks to restore several 
headstones that the city 
had removed in years past 
despite the borough presi-
dent setting money aside 
for new ones.

“The site must be 
recognizable as the rest-
ing place that it is, just as 
Flushing Cemetery across 
the street is recognizable 
as a resting place,” Tshaka 
said in his letter. “The dead 
must be respected and re-
membered by us all, no 
matter where they are bur-
ied.”

were Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica).

The Council has until 
Aug. 22 to vote on the over-
ride, but could call a special 
meeting before then.

Earlier this month, the 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation distributed fliers 
targeting what the group 
called “pro-crime Council 

members” who supported 
the bill, including Weprin.

“I think the reason I 
was picked to go after is 
because I happen to be Cau-
casian,” he said. “They said 
you represent a white dis-
trict; however, I don’t think 
they realize my district is 
only 30 percent white. But 
this shouldn’t be only about 
ethnicities. The right thing 
to do is to create a society 
that fosters trust between 
citizens and the law en-
forcement community pro-
tecting them.”

A trio of civic leaders 
in Weprin’s district who 
oppose the bills put out 
a statement urging their 
councilmen to reconsider 
his vote.

“The gender, age and 

racial composition of those 
being stopped closely re-
flects NYPD crime statistic 
data,” Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of the Glen Oaks Vil-
lage co-op, wrote. “That’s 
neither profiling nor rac-
ist. It’s what one would ex-
pect from smart and pro-
fessional policing. Would 
it make sense for police 
to stop women 50 percent 
of the time because they 
represent 50 percent of the 
population? Of course not. 
stop-and-frisk can certain-
ly be debated and, if need 
be, mend it — not end it. But 
characterizing it as bias-
based profiling — or worse, 
racial profiling — renders 
real discussion of the sub-
ject toxic.”

Weprin said he and 

Friedrich see eye-to-eye on 
more than the civic leader 
might think.

“We don’t want to 
end stop-and-frisk, but we 
don’t want to continue the 
problems with it,” he said. 
“This law doesn’t change 
anything. It just gives teeth 
to the current law that says 
you can’t racially profile 
someone.”

Weprin said he did 
not think the profiling bill 
would open the NYPD to 
a flood of lawsuits as its 
opponents have claimed, 
and said if it did he would 
amend the legislation.

“As much influence 
as I have in the process, if 
by some chance I’m wrong, 
we’ll change the law,” he 
said.

be a part of the discussion,” 
Avella said. “The commu-
nity has said outright that 
this project does not make 
any sense. We’re going to 
push back.”

The elected officials 
stood in front of the pro-
posed site —Keil Bros. Gar-
den Center, at 210-11 48th 
Ave. — with the sounds of 
city buses chugging behind 
them. They said the site 
was inappropriate for both 
potential students and the 
tight-knit and already busy 
residential streets there. 
It is just blocks away from 
two other schools: MS 158 
on nearby Oceania Street, 
and PS 31 off Bell Boule-
vard on 46th Road.

“This community has 
spoken loud and clear,” 
Rozic said. “We cannot af-
ford to pit neighbor against 
neighbor, pushing through 
policies and projects that 
will have a significant 
impact on communities 
without sound educational 

plans for their longterm 
success.”

And though the offi-
cials said they were glad to 
see the DOE publicly agree 
to a more in-depth discus-
sion, Avella noted that no 
representative from Com-
munity Board 11 was invit-
ed to the table.

The DOE did not com-
ment on the exclusion of the 
board.

The community was 
first made aware of the 
city’s intentions in May to 
build a 416-seat primary 
school at the Keil Bros. site, 
whose owners said they 

were preparing to sell  the 
property due to a declin-
ing economy. Members of 
the city School Construc-
tion Authority visited CB 
11 that month and were at 
the center of a contentious 
meeting at which the board 
voted 25-3 with nine absten-
tions against the proposal.

The gathering became 
so heated at points that city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott accused board 
Chairman Jerry Iannece of 
allowing the discussion to 
disintegrate into a free-for-
all with at least one member 
making threats of violence. 

Iannece defended the board 
in his rebuttal, adding that 
city representatives used 
threats of their own, sug-
gesting the school was an 
ideal choice if compared to 
what else might move into 
the location, such as a drug 
rehabilitation clinic.

Henry Euler, of the Au-
burndale Improvement As-
sociation, spoke for several 
CB 11 members when he 
recommended that the DOE 
should return PS 130 to 
northeast Queens’ District 
26, where it once belonged. 
He and several others have 
been pulling for the move 
for years since the school 
was relocated in the more 
western-based District 25 
to address overcrowding 
there.

“This site is not appro-
priate for a new school, as 
it borders 32 other homes,” 
Euler said. “Parking here 
is very hard to come by as 
well.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

ROP

Continued from Page 1 

Rally

Continued from Page 4 

Cemetery

Continued from Page 2 

FAA

Continued from Page 4 

CSA

Cancer

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) stands with state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (c.) and community leaders to protest a proposal to build 
a primary school in Bayside with potential site Keil Bros. Garden 
Center behind them. Photo by Phil Corso

Northeast Queens leaders are still 
fighting for quiet skies as more planes 
fly into and out of LaGuardia Airport.

Continued from Page 4 



BT

51

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Metta World Peace is 

coming home.
The former St. John’s 

University star and 
Queensbridge native for-
merly known as Ron Artest 
announced at the Knicks 
Summer League game in 
Las Vegas that he was sign-
ing with the team for the 
coming season. The deal 
became official July 16.

The 6-foot-7 forward 
was recently released by 
the Los Angeles Lakers un-
der the league’s amnesty 
clause after four years. His 
Knicks contract is report-
edly for $1.6 million with 
an option for year two. He 
will wear No. 51 in honor 
of his father’s high school 
number, with No. 15 being 
retired in honor of Dick 
McGuire and Earl Monroe.

For World Peace, the 
return to New York brings 
his now-14-year NBA career 
full circle. The New York 
Knicks had a chance to 
draft him in the first round 
with the 15th pick in 1999, 
but made the controversial 
selection of French cen-
ter Frederic Weiss. Weiss 
never played a game in the 
NBA while World Peace, 
who was selected next, was 
the league’s defensive play-
er of the year in 2004. He is 
looking forward to the chal-
lenge of getting to play in 
New York again.

“When you win in 
New York, that’s the hard-
est thing to do,” World 
Peace said in an interview 
on MSG during a Knicks 
Summer League game. 
“The easiest thing to do is 
go somewhere else, maybe 
get a few extra bucks and 

it’s OK. The media is tough 
and I need something that’s 
tough right now, and I 
want to win where it’s the 
hardest to win, and that’s 
home.”

He’s averaged 14.1 
points and 4.7 rebounds 
over his career. Last year 
World Peace put up 12.4 
points and 5 rebounds with 
the Lakers, where he won 
an NBA title in 2010. He also 
had stints with the Houston 
Rockets, Sacramento Kings 
and Indiana Pacers.

“Metta is a fierce com-
petitor who brings tough-
ness and championship 
experience to our roster,” 
Knicks General Man-
ager Glen Grun-
wald said in 
a state-

ment. “We are excited to 
bring him back to New 
York and give him a chance 
to play for the team he grew 
up rooting for.”

World Peace told re-
porters at the Summer 
League he was honored to 
join this group of Knicks, 
which won the Atlantic 
Division for the first time 
since 1994 and reached the 
second round of the NBA 
playoff before losing to In-
diana. Former NBA guard 
and fellow Queens native 
Rafer Alston believes World 
Peace can be a key addition 
for the Knicks and Carmelo 
Anthony.

“Now Carmelo doesn’t 
have to score a lot and 

guard the best player on 
the team,” Alston 

said. “World 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep for-

ward Sofia Recupero is 
handling the high expec-
tations for her while learn-
ing to compete in arguably 
the best girl’s basketball 
league in the country and 
building her game from 
the outside in. With her 
freshman season as a 
starter on the varsit team 
behind her, she is on her 
way to showing why she is 
one of the city’s top young 
players.

The St. Francis Prep 
rising sophomore is well-
past her adjustment peri-
od of playing eighth-grade 
CYO basketball to compet-
ing against some of the 
best players in the country 
in Christ the King’s Sierra 
Calhoun and Nazareth’s 
Bianca Cuevas in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens. It took 
time for the 6-foot-3 for-
ward to get used to the 
speed of the high school 
game and any hesitations 
she may have felt early on.

“It’s an honor for me 
to actually be able to play 
with girls that have their 
name out there, like Si-
erra Calhoun and Bianca 

Cuevas,” Recupero said. 
“The first game I was re-
ally intimidated by them, 
but I just thought they are 
just like any other girl.”

Most kids her age and 
size need to add a perim-
eter game. Recupero is al-
ready an excellent outside 
shooter and post passer, 
but needs to develop her 
back-to-the-basket moves 
and ability to attack the 
basket off the dribble.  The 
well-mannered Recupero 
needs to be more assertive 
on the court, according 
to St. Francis Prep assis-
tant Coach and NYC Heat 
travel team Coach Kevin 
Wagner.

“You got to give her 
that mean streak,” Wag-
ner said. “It comes out of 
her when the other team 
is very physical. She will 
respond to that.”

This summer with her 
travel team, the Heat, she 
is averaging 15 points per 
game and starting to post 
more double-digit rebound 
performances. It says a 
lot when she plays along-
side Terriers rising senior 
Kayla Hourany, who is a 
ball magnet in the paint.

Continued on Page 54

St. Francis Preparatory rising sophomore Sofia Recupero is grow-
ing more comfortable with her role and expectations. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

SFP sophomore 
realizes potential

World Peace joins Knicks
Queensbridge native returns to New York after 4 years in Los Angeles

Queensbridge native Metta World Peace is slated to join the New York Knicks. AP Photo/Don Ryan

Continued 
on Page 54
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Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rafer Alston hasn’t 

played in the NBA since his 
2010 stint with the Miami 
Heat and the New Jersey 
Nets. Still, the former Ben-
jamin Cardozo point guard 
isn’t exactly ready to call it 
quits on his playing career, 
but but admitted it’s “pretty 
much” over.

“I don’t know. I still 
have the urge,” said Alston, 
now 36.

He took another shot at 
the league when he joined 
the Los Angeles Defenders 
of the NBA Development 
League in 2012, but strug-
gled in limited playing 
time. Alston, nicknamed 
“Skip  to My Lou” for his 
incredible ball-handling 
skills and famed streetball 
career, is continuing his 
involvement with the game 
on the coaching side. He 
got the head job at Humble 
(Texas) Christian Life Cen-

ter in 2011, lasting just one 
season, after working on 
the AAU circuit with the 
Panthers.

“That gave me the urge 
to start coaching,” Alston 
said of his time with the 
Panthers.

He hasn’t lost the de-
sire to help young people. 
Alston said he is just relax-
ing right now, but is doing 

basketball camps in differ-
ent countries and just got 
back from one in Indone-
sia.

“It’s fun,” he said. “I 
can help people out on ev-
ery level. I played at every 
level. I know what to ex-
pect. I know what to tell the 
kids as they are moving up 
the ranks of basketball.”

Alston also has not for-
got his place in streetball 
history and fans haven’t 
forgotten him. He was out 
watching games at the Nike 
Pro City unlimited league 
at Baruch College last week 
and got a warm round of 
applause. He was a guest 
coach along with former 
Abraham Lincoln star Se-
bastian Telfair of a team 
of New York City All-Stars 
selected to take on the Bal-
lUp Streetball team at City 
College July 20. He thinks 
his presence at events gives 
competitors and fans a link 
to the past.

“I remember my days 
of doing the same thing 
when I was with And1,” Al-
ston said. “Everywhere we 
go people enjoy coming out 
to watch that type of ball.”

He looks back fondly 
on his NBA career, know-
ing how many others tried 
and are still trying to get to 
where he was. Alston, who 
was drafted in the second 
round by the Milwaukee 
Bucks in 1998, averaged 
10.1 points per game and 4.8 
playing for the Bucks, Rap-
tors, Heat, Rockets, Magic 
and Nets. Though he still 
desires to be playing, he 
knows those days have like-
ly past and is content with 
what he’s accomplished.

“I’m lucky I can say I 
was a winner,” Alston said. 
“I played with so many 
different teams, I’ve been 
to the playoffs most of my 
career, I’ve been a starter 
most of my career. It’s been 
a great ride.”

 New York Mets ace 
Matt Harvey has a chance 
to earn more than wins and 
strikeouts with his blazing 
fastball and model good 
looks. He has shown the po-
tential to make the city his 
and be the Mets’ version of 
Derek Jeter during his ca-
reer.

That’s a statement at 
face value that may anger 
New York Yankees fans and 
even some Mets faithful. 
Being a pitcher makes his 
effect on the game differ-
ent than Jeter, a shortstop 
who plays every day. Many 
may say the Mets have 
their answer to Jeter in Da-
vid Wright. To those, even 
as a Mets fan, I say this is 

Jeter’s city right now and 
Wright has just been living 
in it during his career. Now 
Jeter is at the tail end of his 
career while Harvey is just 
beginning his. The throne 
could be vacated soon.

Harvey, in his first full 
season, has already shown 
a mainstream appeal. The 
24-year-old right-hander 
was the best pitcher in the 
National League through 
the first half of the season. 
He has already had a Sports 
Illustrated cover story, been 
featured naked in ESPN the 
Magazine’s The Body Issue 
and did an designer cloth-
ing photo shoot for the New 
York Post.

Harvey nailed a pre-
All-Star Game bit on “Late 
Night with Jimmy Fallon,” 
where he asked random 
New Yorkers questions 
about Matt Harvey with 
them unaware they were 
talking to the man himself. 
He then threw two scoreless 

innings against the Ameri-
can League’s best and got a 
standing ovation from Mets 
fans as he walked off the 
field.

He is a die-hard New 
York Rangers fan and is 
close friends with goalie 
Henrik Lundqvist. It was 
at Madison Square Gar-
den where he met current 

girlfriend and model Anne 
Vyalitsyna. Remember the 
days when all the gossip 
pages cared about was who 
Jeter was dating, whether it 
was Mariah Carey, Jessica 
Alba or Jessica Biel? Har-
vey has recently said that 
Jeter is the model on how 
to limit your personal life 
from the public spotlight. 

He is now the guy who can 
bring this generation’s 
fringe fans over to the Mets 
the same way Jeter did with 
the Yankees in the 1990s 
and early 2000s.

Pitching every five 
days gives Harvey a differ-
ent feel as a player. It cre-

ates an event atmosphere, a 
palpable buzz whenever he 
is on the mound, especially 
at Citi Field. You could see 
Jeter play 150 times a year. 
Harvey is on the field only 
about 30. It’s like getting to 
watch a rock star perform 
in limited engagements.

Harvey still has a way 
to go before he is even close 
to Jeter. There has to be 
plenty of winning, too — 
something the Mets are not 
doing enough of right now. 
If things turn around, Har-
vey will be the face of it, the 
dominant and confident 
player in New York City on 
a winning ball club. He’s al-
ready put himself out there 
a bit more than Jeter ever 
had, but has handled him-
self well.

Mets fans should enjoy 
who and what Matt Harvey 
is: the key to a future run to 
the World Series along with 
the battle for New York 
City.

New York Mets pitcher Matt Harvey waves to cheering fans as he 
rides in a parade of baseball players before the All-Star Game. 

AP Photo/Jon Gerberg

Former Cardozo star Rafer Alston (c.) watches the action at Nike Pro City, held at Baruch College. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Harvey could give Amazins’ edge in battle for NYC fans

Could Mets pitcher Matt Harvey 
become the next New York 
sports icon like Yankees short-
stop Derek Jeter (pictured)? 

AP Photo/LM Otero

Former hoops star concentrates on coaching
Dozo alum keeps options open while traveling the world to share his basketball knowledge at camps
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised
specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments
include Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $1,000/$2,000. * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 07-31-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $349 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  XTS
FWD

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000 Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$349
Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows, Power
Locks, Power Mirrors,
Power Seat, Bluetooth,

Turn by Turn Navigation
& Much More! 
MSRP $38,225

LEASE FOR

FWD 1 SA PACKAGE

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down $0 Bank Fee 

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $399 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K
Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$399
LEASE FOR

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$179
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $179 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Bluetooth, Power Seat, Rear
Park Assist, Sideline Alert &
Much More! MSRP $23,975

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive with Navigation

$369
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $369 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Navigation,
Leather, Power Roof, Power

Seats, Power Windows, Power
Door Locks, Back-up Camera,

Remote Starter, Park Assist,
Heated Seats & Much More!

MSRP $44,870
Limted Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$269
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $269 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,200

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Locks, Power Seats, Rear Park
Assist, Bluetooth, CUE System,
Remote Start, Wood Trim & much
more. MSRP $45,345
XTS now includes an iPad*

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience

Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks, Back-Up
Camera, Biose Surround System,
Heated Seats, Power Seats,
Bluetooth, CUE & Much More!
MSRP $36,840 
ATS now includes an iPad*

BUICK

BUICK
Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!
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Recupero, because of 
her high basketball IQ, has 
also taken over organizing 
the defense on the court 
and expects to be a more 
vocal leader next season. 
Wagner thinks she could 
be a mid-major Division-I 
player if she reaches her 
full potential.

“She knows how 
things are suppose to hap-
pen, when they are sup-

pose to happen,” Wagner 
said. “She knows what the 
other team is doing, identi-
fies it right way.”

Recupero’s develop-
ment will be key to St. 
Francis Prep moving the 
program back in the right 
direction after a number of 
lean years. She already has 
a comfort level with rising 
sophomore wing Monica 
Zhivanaj, who she has 
played with since the fifth-
grade. The expectations 
are always easy to handle 
in a young player. When 

things don’t go right, she 
thinks she is letting down 
those around her.

“It’s hard because I 
have to live up to people’s 
expectations,” Recupero 
said.

So far she is progress-
ing well and gaining confi-
dence.

“In basketball I am 
more aggressive,” Recupe-
ro said. “If I get mad then 
it doesn’t matter who you 
are. I’ll just do whatever [it 
takes].”

Peace can guard the best 
player on the other team. 
He will give them that phys-
ical presence, too.

World Peace does know 
a few things about winning 

in New York City, doing 
so during his two seasons 
at St. John’s. The former 
LaSalle standout was an 
All-Big East selection as a 
sophomore in 1998-99, when 
he averaged 14.5 points and 
6.3 boards. He helped the 
Red Storm reach the Elite 
Eight, where they lost to 

Ohio State. St. John’s hasn’t 
gone that far since.

“Obviously I stayed 
at St. John’s because it’s 
tough to play in New York,” 
said World Peace.

The challenge will 
only be tougher this time 
around.
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World Peace

A crowd forms around Metta World Peace, formerly known as Ron Artest, as he walks from the Jacob 
Riis Settlement House to Queensbridge Park in 2010. Photo by Christina Santucci
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