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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Taxpayers shelled out 

$100,000 to clean the exiled Tri-
umph of Civic Virtue statue and 
help move it from its perch out-

side Borough Hall to a private 
cemetery in Brooklyn late last 
year, city contracts show.

The Department of City-
wide Administrative Services 
banished the neglected statue to 

Green-Wood Cemetery in Kings 
County in December, justifying 
the move by saying private dol-
lars would be used for upkeep.

“The relocation of Civic Vir-
tue by Frederick MacMonnies 

will ensure the long-term preser-
vation of the sculpture, which has 
been deteriorating and is in need 
of treatment,” the department 
said in a statement. “Through 
this public-private partnership, 
Civic Virtue will remain fully 
accessible to the public and the 
sculpture will be restored for the 
first time in decades.”

But before the relocation, the 
city inked a $50,000 contract with 
Pennslyvania-based Kreilick Con-
servation to provide conservation 
and preservation treatment to the 
controversial sculpture, which 
included cleaning the entire piece 
and patching cracks with faux 
stone material.

The department paid anoth-
er roughly $50,000 to Washington, 
D.C.-based Surroundart to build a 
custom steel cage that lifted the 
17-ton artwork off its base in De-
cember, according to documents 
provided to TimesLedger News-
papers.

“That directly contradicts 
their public statements,” said 
City Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria), a vocal opponent 
of the statue’s relocation. “The 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The City Council voted 

Wednesday to allow the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation to expand in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
following an 11th-hour 
agreement that will pump 
about $10 million into the 

shabby greenspace.
The vote now clears the 

way for the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center to 
grow by 0.68 acres in Flush-
ing Meadows, which will 
accommodate the construc-
tion of a new stadium, the 
reconstruction of an exist-
ing facility and increased 

office and retail space. The 
league has long contended 
these additions were essen-
tial for it to retain its world-
wide appeal.

“This deal was a long 
time coming. I can say with 
confidence we will all ben-
efit from this expansion,” 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Two women were arrested earlier this month 
in connection with a Forest Hills robbery, the 
Queens district attorney said.

Robin Hamilton, 45, and Sharhonda Hart, 28, 
were arrested July 7 for allegedly robbing three 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A 96-year-old woman waited 
longer than an hour for an am-
bulance to arrive after she took 
a fall inside a Jamaica nursing 
home Monday, a staffer said, in 
yet the latest episode of the city’s 
beleaguered, new 911 call system.

Irene Boylan laid on the floor 
of her apartment in pain after tak-
ing a spill Monday, said Fernando 
Sealey, a security guard at the 
Calvary Baptist Senior Houses.

“She was getting up and I 
guess she fell,” said Sealey, who 
explained staff at the houses 
made the first 911 call at 1:17 p.m. 
“The assistant manager called 
three times.”

Sealey said an ambulance fi-
nally arrived 70 minutes later, at 
2:27 p.m., and took Boylan to Ja-
maica Hospital.

The Fire Department said its 
30-year-old dispatching system 
is being replaced as part of a 911 
overhaul and that operators had 
to revert to taking calls with pen 
and paper after the system went 

Women charged in midnight 

Forest Hills Gardens robbery

Elderly woman 
waits 70 min 

for ambulance

Public paid for repair of statue
Cleaning and transfer of Civic Virtue to private Brooklyn cemetery cost city $100K

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

USTA pledges $10M to park

The USTA will establish a fund for upkeep 
in Flushing Meadows in exchange for per-
mission to expand its boundaries to build 
a new stadium (bottom l.) and refurbish 
another (top r.). Image courtesy USTA

THE SOUNDS OF SUMMER

Youngsters Ryan Booth (l.) and Sharjah M’Bodji play with bubbles during City Parks Foundation’s SummerStage Kids 
concert at Queensbridge Park. Photo by Christina Santucci
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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BY LISA AUTZ
 
Far Rockaway’s Beach-

side Bungalows have been 
given a guardian by the 
name of Richard George.

The historic beach 
homes, from Beach 24th to 
Beach 26th streets, have 
been surviving against 
waterfront developers and 
hurricanes with the help 
of George, president of the 
Beachside Bungalow Pres-
ervation Association and 
30-year area resident, who 
has a dedication to the bun-
galows that has not yet met 
its match.

The job of a preserva-
tionist never takes a break 
for George, as he is fixated 
on conserving the remains 
of the shrinking seaside 
neighborhood. Now only 
about 100 bungalows exist 
from the once-thriving va-
cation spot that held more 
than 7,000 in the 1920s.

“I saw the importance 
of preserving a part of not 
only Rockaway’s cultural 
legacy associated with the 
past recreational resourc-
es of our coastal area, but 
also a part of Rockaway 
and America’s history of 
the early 20th century,” he 
said.

Along with helping to 
get the Beach Bungalow 
Historic District on the 
State and National Register 
of Historic Places, George 
has invested long hours in 
a span of about 20 years su-
ing against projects in the 
district that violate zon-
ing codes and coastal poli-
cies. These actions have 
resulted in zoning revi-
sions of almost the entire 
Rockaway peninsula to se-
cure the bungalows’ ocean 
views and public access to 
the beach. The owners of 
the oceanfront homes now 
hope to gain city landmark 
status to further preserve 
the distinct character of 
the community.

“The State and Nation-
al Register protects against 
government development. 
We are hoping to get New 
York City landmark sta-

tus, which would require 
developers to go through 
the commissioner to make 
changes,” said George.

In the 1920s, during 
the construction of Cross 
Bay Boulevard and the 
Far Rockaway boardwalk, 
bungalow real estate was 
booming. Working-class 
Jewish and Irish immi-
grants flocked from the hot, 
congested city to a summer 
home near the shore. The 
beach cottages made up the 
city’s only oceanfront com-
munity at that time.

The distinct architec-
ture of the one-story cottag-
es was the work of Henry 
Hohauser, designer of art 
deco hotels in Miami in the 
1930s. Each is made of brick 
and plaster and features 
two to three bedrooms, a 
small kitchen, bathroom 
and an open front porch. 
The endangered few that 
remain represent the once-

flourishing vacation neigh-
borhood where working-
class families congregated. 

For the time being, 
George has filed more than 
seven lawsuits against city 

developers using the De-
fense of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1971, 
a federal act devoted to 
preserving beachfront ac-
cess for public use. He has 
sued major companies such 
as YOMA development 
group, Impressive Homes 
and Metroplex on the At-
lantic. The federal appeals 
court , however, has repeat-
edly told George he has no 
standing to sue, since Con-
gress does not give rights 
to individuals or citizens in 
the coastal zone statute.

“The judge ruled 
contrary to the law,” said 
George, who explains the 
federal judge refused to 
acknowledge that the act 
states citizens, along with 
local government and state 
agencies, have grounds to 
ensure there is compliance 
with its policies. 

The Corona native has 
lived in the urban water-

front area since 1981. After 
working in the city doing 
antique porcelain restora-
tion for wealthy clientele, 
George retreated to the 
bungalows of Far Rock-
away where his mother re-
sided. Now as owner of two 
bungalows, one as his home 
and one has his restored 
art studio, George takes 
pride in his dedication and 
claims it is a product of his 
roots.

“My family origins 
are from Italy, where they 
preserve structure and art. 
I was hired to do antique 
porcelain restoration of 
fine antiques from China, 
England, France and real-
ized the value in preserv-
ing parts of culture and 
history over the centuries,” 
George said.

After joining the 
Beachside Bungalow Pres-
ervation Association in 
1981, he was voted onto the 
board in 1985 and has since 
become president. George’s 
environmental initiatives 
as a member of the BBPA 
have contributed to the 
bungalow community’s 
survival through Hurri-
cane Sandy.

After a $15,000 grant 
from the JM Kaplan Fund 
in 1992, George, along with 
several volunteers, planted 
beach grass, shrubs and 
other salt-tolerant plants 
along the boardwalk from 
Beach 24th to Beach 27th 
streets. As a result, the 
heavy-rooted grass and 
shrubs developed a double-
dune system that formed 
a barrier against erosion 
and destruction during the 
storm.

Environmental or-
ganizations took notice of 
the community’s inexpen-
sive natural defense and 
featured them in Happold 
Consulting’s  Sandy Suc-
cess Stories of New York 
and New Jersey in June.

New York Happold 
Consulting, an internation-
al engineering consulting 
firm, teamed up with city 
civic organizations and 
reached out to the Real Es-

tate Board of New York as 
well as the American Soci-
ety of Landscape Architects 
to investigate small-scale 
solutions against storm 
damage.

Environmental groups 
working with the firm pro-
duced 20 case studies of pre-
ventive measures, one of 
which was George’s beach 
grass dune system.

The more palpable 
threats to bungalow sur-
vival, however, are still 
being argued before the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. In May, 
George sent a letter to Mark 
Siberman, general counsel 
of the commission, request-
ing revisions of city zoning 
resolutions and the build-
ing code to further comply 
with waterfront revitaliza-
tion policies and establish 
the bungalows as city land-
marks.

Still waiting for a re-
sponse, George and the 
BBPA organized a meet-
ing with the Department 
of City Planning March 19, 
listing requested changes 
and outlining the BBPA’s 
overall goal: to collaborate 
with the city Zoning Reso-
lution and Building Code to 
preserve the bungalow dis-
trict from towering devel-
opments that block ocean 
views, public access to the 
beach and disrupt the char-
acter of the community.

The written requests 
ask for a joint effort be-
tween private and public 
sectors to work together in 
achieving the goals of the 
BBPA for further survival 
of the community.

“I have narrowly de-
scribed the requirements 
and work very hard for any 
change,” said George.

The resilient preserva-
tionist has spent long hours 
studying coastal and zon-
ing laws as a self-appointed 
lawyer in the majority of 
his lawsuits. His gritty 
character may be the vital 
ingredient in preserving 
the historical bungalow 
community.

Richard George of the Beachside Bungalow Preservation Association of Far Rockaway stands inside 
his coastal home. Photo courtesy Richard George

Far Rock man stands up for bungalows
Richard George wants to preserve beach homes from developers by getting them landmarked

Richard George splits his time 
between his home (bottom) 
and art studio in Far Rockaway. 

Photo courtesy Richard George
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JABEN, USA & SuperNova Productions with 

Music Theater International Present 

A Musical by 
Alain Boublil 
Claude-Michel Schönberg

Based on the novel by 
Victor Hugo 

Director 
Kevin Wallace

Musical Director 
Pat White

Orchestrator 
Ray Naccari 

Starring 
Andrew Joseph Koslosky, Malcolm Spaulding, Don Gormanly, Juan Luis Sanchez, 
Mariel Pacifi c, Monica Barczak, Joanna Connolly, Shannon Connolly, 
Karina Ordonez, Alana Smith, Dan Stravino, David Arzberger, Rachael Connolly, 
Richard Masin, John Rodriguez
with
Caroline Adrien, Deanna Bornico, Laura Leigh Carroll, John Cavanagh, 
Shannon Davenport, Danielle Fleming, Elizabeth Grumley, Clarence Ilanan, 
Paul Inglese, Dakota MacLeod, Elizabetta Malagon, Marianne Leavell Malagon, 
Tara Mangione, Charles Martinez, Mary McElroy, Angela Mourtazalieva, 
Angelina Nidea, Sean Park, Fernanda Perfeito, Bethany Pincus, Melissa Rocco, 
Jennifer Sanchez, Rachel Schwartz, Devra Seidel, Charlotte Simone, Claire Spinetti, 
Jaime Torres, Sochima Udedibia, Julio Ulloa, Lauren Vaicels, Gianna Varrassi, 
Giovanni Vittozzi, Kennedy Williams, Kent Williams

ICC THEATER IN DOUGLASTON 
7200-7250 DOUGLASTON PARKWAY

DOUGLASTON, NY 11362

 Friday  August 2, 2013 8:00pm
 Saturday August 3, 2013 8:00pm
 Sunday  August 4, 2013 3:00pm 
(Optional August 4, 2013 Special Sunday Brunch at 1:00pm)

 Thursday August 8, 2013 8:00pm
 Friday  August 9, 2013 8:00pm
 Saturday August 10, 2013 8:00pm

Purchase tickets online at www.thejosephinefoundation.org/store
All major credit cards accepted. PayPal accepted. 

General Seats $25.00 VIP Seats $35.00
August 4 Special Sunday Lunch Ticket $25.00 

(does not include show ticket)
Proceeds to Benefi t the Josephine Foundation 

www.thejosephinefoundation.org

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As expected, Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg took his 
red pen to a pair of NYPD-
reform bills Tuesday, set-
ting up the final showdown 
in the politically charged 
debate over legislation to 
rein in the department’s 
stop-and-frisk practices.

Since the City Coun-
cil passed the Commu-
nity Safety Act June 26, 
Bloomberg has staunchly 
opposed it, pledging not 
only to veto its two mea-
sures but also to try to use 
his political influence to 
turn the lawmakers who 
voted in favor of it. He made 
good on one of those prom-
ises Tuesday, calling the 
measures “dangerous and 
irresponsible” in letters ex-
plaining his vetoes.

The act, drafted amid 
the outcry over the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk tactics, is 
comprised of two bills, one 
that seeks to create an in-
spector general under the 
city Department of Investi-
gation to oversee the police 
department. It passed with 
a solid 40 votes.

The other, a proposal 
that would amend the city’s 

current bias-based profil-
ing law to open a legal av-
enue for alleged profiling 
victims to sue the depart-
ment, passed with 34 votes, 
the bare minimum needed 
to overturn a mayoral veto.

The 14 members of the 
Queens delegation were 
split evenly on profiling 
bill, with Council members 
Liz Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage), James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows), Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing), Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and Peter Vallone Jr. (D-As-
toria) opposing the bill.

Casting votes in favor 
were Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans), Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica).

The Council has until 
Aug. 22 to vote on the over-
ride, but could call a special 
meeting before then.

Earlier this month, the 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation distributed fliers 

targeting what the group 
called “pro-crime Council 
members” who supported 
the bill, including Weprin.

“I think the reason I 
was picked to go after is 
because I happen to be Cau-
casian,” he said. “They said 
you represent a white dis-
trict; however, I don’t think 
they realize my district is 
only 30 percent white. But 
this shouldn’t be only about 
ethnicities. The right thing 
to do is to create a society 
that fosters trust between 
citizens and the law en-
forcement community pro-
tecting them.”

A trio of civic leaders 
in Weprin’s district who 
oppose the bills put out 
a statement urging their 
councilmen to reconsider 
his vote.

“The gender, age and 
racial composition of those 
being stopped closely re-
flects NYPD crime statistic 
data,” Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of the Glen Oaks Vil-
lage co-op, wrote. “That’s 
neither profiling nor rac-
ist. It’s what one would ex-
pect from smart and pro-
fessional policing. Would 
it make sense for police 
to stop women 50 percent 

Police respond to a man on Jamaica Avenue who they said was acting erratically. Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg vetoed a pair of NYPD-reform bills the Council passed last month.

Bloomy vows to veto 
two police reform bills
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AND SO WILL 
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OUR COMMUNITY TIES RUN DEEP…

��
�
��������
�	����
����
���	�
����
��
	���	
��	
�	� ��
��
��	
 
������ "����	�� �� ��� ��� �����	 	����� "��"�	 	���	� �� ��	� ��� ���  
#��� �������� ��� ���� ����� �� ��� ����� 

� $��� %���� 
� &��� '���                   
� (�	���� '���             
� )�"���� '���  

� *����� �������
� �	�� �"�����
�  +,�,,, *�	�"�	��-�	�� �./�  
� '��-0��� �	���� ��	��                      

Feederally Insured by NCUA

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Party animals who 

blast music out of trunk-
mounted car speakers in 
Willets Point are driving 
homeowners nuts as far 
away as Bayside.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers reported earlier this 
month on the seven-week 
ordeal of North Flushing 
resident Peter Condiles, 
who successfully tracked 
the maddening music to a 
recurring Iron Triangle 
block party 1 1/2 miles from 
his home. Now residents 
living twice as far away 
say their sleepless nights 
can be traced to the same 
source.

At about 2 a.m. on a 
night in mid-May, Ignatius 
LaBarbera stepped outside 
his home near the corner 
of 202nd Street and 36th 
Avenue in Bayside for some 
fresh air, but it was not the 
relaxing experience he was 

looking for.
“My deck was vibrat-

ing,” he said.
The retired NYPD of-

ficer at first dismissed the 
pounding music, believing 
it was a graduation bash or 
other one-time party.

But when the noise re-
turned the next weekend, 
he knew he had a problem.

“It was really driving 
me out of my skin. The din 
of the air conditioner, the 
radio and the TV — they 
were no good,” he said. “The 
bass went right through.”

LaBarbera took to 
wandering the streets near 
his home late at night in 
a futile effort to pinpoint 
where the sound was com-
ing from. He sometimes ran 
into perplexed neighbors 
trolling the streets on the 
same nocturnal mission.

One man stormed over 
to a nearby house, sure he 
had located the source of 
the music, only to find all 

the lights were out and not 
a soul stirring inside.

“It was the most bi-
zarre thing. All of a sudden 
you’d turn onto an avenue 
and it was as quiet as a 
church,” LaBarbera said.

He checked for new 
nightclubs or vacant stores 
where spontaneous revelry 
might crop up, but when he 
drove by, they were always 

dead silent.
One weekend he 

trained his crosshairs on 
a bar near the corner of 
Utopia Parkway and 29th 
Avenue.

“I thought, ‘This was 
it,’” he said. “But I walk in 
and they are playing Frank 
Sinatra on the jukebox.”

LaBarbera called the 
111th Precinct, 311 — any 

agency he could think of. 
The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
contacted him to perform 
a noise survey, since it can 
issue violations, but La-
Barbera and his neighbors 
could not point to where the 
sound was coming from.

“When we went to 
Flushing, I really thought I 
lost my mind,” he said, in-
credulous the sound could 
be coming from that far 
away.

But Main and Union 
streets turned up nothing, 
and the armchair investi-
gators again returned to 
Bayside.

It was only after learn-
ing of Condiles’ ordeal that 
LaBarbera believed the 
two had been victims of the 
same souped-up speakers.

On June 21, Condiles 
stumbled upon hundreds 
of people gathered at an 
outdoor party in the Iron 
Triangle , a small neigh-

borhood of auto shops and 
junkyards across from 
Citi Field. Several cars had 
their trunks open, where as 
many as 30 speakers were 
mounted inside a single ve-
hicle, the Flushing resident 
said.

All of the autos had 
been synchronized and 
were collectively blasting 
dance music out over the 
Flushing River, where the 
sound bounced off homes, 
supermarkets and shop-
ping centers before rattling 
the eardrums of weary res-
idents.

The 110th Precinct, 
which covers the area, 
said the parties are likely 
organized by social media 
and had moved from an-
other location in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Of-
ficers have been patrolling 
the area, breaking up the 
bashes and have even con-
fiscated cars, police said.

Party-goers at Willets Point marvel at a trunk full of speakers, 
which residents as far away as 3 miles say are causing them sleep-
less nights. Photo courtesy Peter Condiles

Willets Point parties perturb Baysiders 3 miles away
Homeowners come forward after report on mysterious music that plagued neighborhoods for weeks
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BY PHIL CORSO

Bayside activists and 
their elected officials have 
not let up on their efforts to 
give everyday residents a 
seat at the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s negotia-
tion table.

Queens Quiet Skies 
founder and Community 
Board 11 member Janet 
McEneaney submitted a 
formal proposal for an avi-
ation roundtable with the 
FAA after more than a year 
of drastically increasing 
airplane noise, but was left 
in waiting after the agency 
rebutted with some objec-
tions to certain aspects of 
the draft. Meanwhile, law-
makers also called on the 
Port Authority to establish 
its own airport advisory 
committee with commu-
nity leaders to address 
complaints of noise and air 
pollution.

It took days for McE-
neaney to write and sub-
mit a formal, binding set 
of rules to the FAA with 
hopes of establishing an 
aviation roundtable involv-
ing area residents in both 
the FAA and Port Author-
ity’s decision-making, she 
said. FAA Administrator 
Carmine Gallo returned 
the proposal to her earlier 
this week with some of the 
agency’s objections, pro-
longing the process.

“We looked at their ob-
jections and said they were 

things we could talk about,” 
McEneaney said. “It is a 
very difficult balancing act 
because this roundtable is 
going to have more airports 
than you will usually see in 
any given airspace.”

The Bayside native 
said she based much of her 
proposal on other aviation 
roundtables established in 
other major airspaces, such 
as San Francisco, but none 
included as many major 
airports as the New York 
metropolitan area.

“What we are propos-
ing is to let it be an umbrel-
la organization with a com-
mittee for each airport, so 
the members involved with 
each airport live in the 
area,” she said. “The whole 

essence of this roundtable 
is consensus-building and 
having input from all the 
stakeholders.”

Elected officials on the 
federal level also moved 
the conversation forward 
when they sent a letter to 
Port Authority Executive 
Director Patrick Foye this 
week urging the creation 
of an airport advisory com-
mittee. The goal, they said, 
was to give residents an 
outlet to express how they 
are affected by flight pat-
terns, construction, times 
and frequency of arrivals 
and departures, new run-
way configurations and 
other matters.

“It is simple common 
sense to say that the larg-

est metropolitan area in 
the country should have an 
airport advisory commit-
tee like the one we are pro-
posing, a body that would 
help increase quality of life 
for locals,” said U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.). 
“With the creation of this 
committee, those affected 
by airplane noise can pro-
vide a more united front to 
their elected officials, the 
aviation community and 
the FAA.”

Joining Schumer in 
that letter were U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Melville),

 U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and eight oth-
er House representatives. 
Meng and Israel have also 
been working closely with 
New York state officials, 
including state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), who live 
and work in the heart of the 
epicenter of Queens Quiet 
Skies in Bayside.

“It’s time for residents 
of the New York area to have 
a single, united voice when 
it comes to fighting against 
airport-related issues that 
impact our region,” Meng 
said. “An airport advisory 
committee would ensure 
that all the concerns of 
community leaders, civic 
groups and residents are 
heard and that real, viable 
solutions are reached.”

Queens Quiet Skies founder Janet McEneaney is in talks with the 
Federal Aviation Administration to establish an aviation roundta-
ble with hopes of silencing airliner noise in her community.

Boro seeks FAA noise panel
Bayside leaders push for advisory role to keep fl ight fi ght alive

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 28-year-old woman 
was charged with gun pos-
session following what 
police described as a high-
speed car crash on the 
Grand Central Parkway 
that took the life of the driv-
er early Saturday morning, 
the NYPD said.

Police said Nancy 
Vega, of Manhattan, was 
charged with criminal pos-
session of a weapon after 
a .25 semiautomatic pistol 
was found inside the 2011 
gold Lexus SUV she had 
been riding in with 29-year-
old Danny Singh, of Hollis, 
at about 4:20 a.m. Saturday.

According to an in-
vestigation by the NYPD’s 
Highway Patrol Collision 
Investigation Squad, the 
SUV had been traveling at 
a high speed when it struck 
a metal barrier, causing the 
vehicle to become airborne 
before striking a tree and 
landing on its side.

When officers from the 
111th Precinct in Bayside 
responded to calls about 
the crash on the westbound 

side of the highway by the 
Cross Island Parkway in 
Little Neck, they had found 
the SUV on its side with 
Vega and Singh inside, po-
lice said.

Vega was brought to 
North Shore Manhasset 
Hospital, where she was 
listed in stable condition, 
and Singh, identified by 
friends as Vega’s boyfriend, 
was taken to Long Island 
Jewish Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead sev-
eral hours later, the NYPD 
said.

At Singh’s home in 
Hollis, friends and family 
grieved for the fun-loving 
young father, who they said 
had a 3-year-old son named 
Damion and recently began 
work as a meter reader for 
Con Edison.

“He lived his life but 
it got cut very short,” said 
cousin Narvin Khan.

Singh’s heartbroken 
parents and sisters were 
riding an Amtrak to Flori-
da when they got the news, 
relatives said.

“They are taking 
emergency flights back,” 
Khan said.

Loved ones said Singh 
was family-oriented and 
loved to travel, recently 
taking a trip with his girl-
friend to South Beach in 
Miami.

“He always made ev-
erybody laugh,” Khan said. 
“If you didn’t know how 
to party, oh, boy, he would 
make you have the time of 
your life.”

Hollis man in crash 
on GCP dies: Police

DANNY SINGH
Photo courtesy the Singh family
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

WE PAWN CASH LOANS

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose, 
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U 
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N 
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St. 
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St. 
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

2486 Coney 
Island Ave. 

Corner of Avenue V
DCA#1383520

STORE HOURS:

216-17 Merrick Blvd. 
Springfi eld Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY

WE BUY 
PAWN 

TICKETS 

SCHOOL PAYMENTS? 
GRAD PARTIES?

SELL $250-$499
GET EXTRA $2500

SELL $500-$999
GET EXTRA $5000

SELL $1000 PLUS
GET 10% EXTRA

NO OTHER GOLD BUYERS IN NY WILL GIVE YOU A LARGER PAY OUT 

GUARANTEED!
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THINK OF IT 
AS A 5-YEAR

At Ridgewood Savings Bank, making the most of your 
money is easy. Just put $500 or more into a 5-year CD 
and watch it grow. Visit a branch or open your account 
online today.

 www.ridgewoodbank.com

* Minimum deposit of $500 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield (APY) 

is effective as of July 15, 2013. Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. There is a maximum deposit 

amount of $250,000 per CD. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other 

fees and restrictions may apply. 

5-Year CD

 1.75% APY*

BY PHIL CORSO

An abundance of over-
grown weeds and vegeta-
tion at the Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground 
were the end result of a city 
Parks Department staff 
changeover and equipment 
malfunction that have 
since been corrected, a 
spokesman said.

Mandingo Tshaka, 
a Bayside activist and 
co-chairman of the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy, fired 
off a letter to Parks Com-
missioner Veronica White 
earlier this month demand-
ing the sacred site be prop-
erly maintained after he 
passed through only to find 
it littered in greenery and 
graffiti.

And though Parks 
cleanup crews have since 
been regularly visiting the 
site, Tshaka said he was 
still saddened to see how 
dirty the grounds must 
get to warrant the city’s 
response just across the 
street from the manicured 
Flushing Cemetery.

Tshaka said he won-
dered if the city was inten-
tionally neglecting the site.

“Yes, it is nice they’re 
cleaning it up now,” Tshaka 
said. “But the question is, 
are they going to continue 
doing it?”

A Parks spokesman 

said the department un-
derwent a turnover in staff 
and a maintenance equip-
ment malfunction last 
month, which led to a brief 
period when the site was 
maintained less frequently. 
He said the city regularly 
cleans the burial ground 
several times a week.

But Tshaka said he 
only saw a response after 
he started making calls and 
writing letters to the city.

“They’re doing it now, 
but only because I com-
plained,” Tshaka said. “If 
they can keep Kissena Park 
well-maintained, which is 
just around the corner, why 
can’t they keep this site 
maintained?”

TimesLedger News-
papers visited the 46th 
Avenue burial ground 
Tuesday morning to find 
a Parks crew working to 
remove overgrown weeds 
there, and one site manager 
also said it was Tshaka who 
helped spur the cleanup ef-
forts into action.

Nevertheless, the Bay-
side activist said the city 
needed to do more to prop-
erly honor the sacred site 
beyond maintaining its 
regular schedule of clean-
ups.

Tshaka first became 
involved with the burial 
ground in the 1980s, back 
when it was known as Mar-
tins Field. He had discov-

ered that more than 1,000 
people, most of whom were 
African American or na-
tive American, were bur-
ied there between 1840 and 
1898.

The property was 
handed over to the Parks 
Department in 1914 when 
it was renamed as Mar-
tins Field and turned into 
a playground. But after 
Tshaka recruited help from 
heavy hitters like then-City 
Councilman John Liu and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, the team was 
able to relocate the play-
ground to the north side of 
the site and celebrate the 
official recognition of the 
burial ground in a 2006 cer-
emony.

But in the years since, 
the Bayside activist said the 
city must do more to honor 
those whose remains were 
buried there.

In its current state, 
Tshaka said the burial 
ground looks like a park 
and is sometimes inappro-
priately treated as such, 
with people stopping there 
to eat lunch or walk their 
dogs. Tshaka also called 
on Parks to restore several 
headstones that the city 
had removed in years past 
despite the borough presi-
dent setting money aside 
for new ones.

A cleanup crew pulls weeds out of a garden at the Olde Towne of Flushing Burial Ground earlier this 
week. Photo by Phil Corso

Parks crew restores 
sacred Flushing site
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S RESTAURANT

EXP 8/15/13

FISH N CHIPS SPECIAL

$10 +TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
8/15/13

ZAGAT  
RATED  

EXCELLENT

3 $30F
O
R

FRESH FILET 
FRIED OR BROILED (INCL.)
FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB  (INCL.)
CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE  (ADD $4.00)
STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE,  
CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPON ONLY

TO AVERAGE OVER  
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

 Tina Ferguson has lived in 
the Woodside Houses all her life, 
but the 54-year-old says she now 
often spends the night with her 
mother in Jamaica because she 
cannot stand the state of disre-
pair in her first-floor apartment.

The tiles in the bathroom are 
peeling off the floor and reveal-
ing older ones underneath, the 
bathroom sink has fallen off the 
wall several times over the past 
few years and there are bubbles 
in the walls behind her couch and 
above the kitchen sink, which she 
believes are from water seeping 
down from upstairs.

During a visit by elected of-
ficials and TimesLedger News-
papers staff Monday, a dead 
waterbug lay on the floor of the 
kitchen.

Ferguson, who lives in the 
apartment with her grandson, 
Meyer, and uses oxygen to treat 
her sarcoidoses, described worms 
coming out of the walls and mold 
and mildew, which make it diffi-
cult for her to breathe.

On Tuesday, a note under her 

door informed Ferguson that her 
bathroom would be scraped and 
painted starting Thursday, she 

said.
“People don’t even want to 

come to my house because they 
see the mice sticking on the 
traps,” she said at a news confer-
ence the day before organized 
by City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights). The elected officials 
joined residents in calling on 
the New York City Housing Au-
thority to speed up repairs at the 
complex and throughout public 
housing.

Van Bramer cited a report 
compiled by city Public Advo-
cate Bill de Blasio that found the 
oldest repair request in the NY-
CHA backlog was one filed in the 
Woodside Houses from 2007. As 
of the date de Blasio’s report was 
released, the issue had been out-
standing for 2,230 days.

In response, NYCHA com-
munications officer Sheila Stain-
back sent a statement saying the 
agency had reduced the total 
number of work orders through-
out the city and including ones in 
the Woodside Houses by 200,000 
to less than 200,000 by July 1.

“The reduction is a result of 
NYCHA’s Action Plan to improve 
its efficiency in responding to 
maintenance and repair work 
orders; but as long there is any 
backlog work order, we still have 
work to do,” the statement said.

The agency said it is on tar-
get to eliminating the backlog by 
the end of 2013.

But officials in Woodside 
also questioned the quality of re-
pairs done in addition to the time 
table.

“For many people here it 
has been years for their prob-
lems to be addressed, and when 
they are addressed, they are be-
ing addressed in a shoddy way,” 
Crowley said. “We are not asking 
for gold and silver doorknobs or 
toilet bowels. What they are ask-
ing for are toilets and sinks and 
tiling that work, that doesn’t fall 
apart.”

Van Bramer described the 
problems in the Woodside Houses 
as long waits of up to six to seven 
years for tile replacements, rat 
and roach infestation and rat 
holes leading into the develop-
ment’s community center, which 

serves as the youth center.
He pointed out that the spot 

where parents are sending their 
children to be safe is infiltrated 
by rats..

Van Bramer said his office 
intervened on Ferguson’s behalf 
in 2011 to get repairs made to her 
ceiling and mold removed from 
the bathroom, but since then the 
problems seem to have returned.

The public advocate wrote a 
letter to NYCHA Chairman John 
Rhea, questioning the comple-
tion of more than 50,000 repairs 
at NYCHA housing developments 
in two weeks after Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced that the 
backlog would be addressed.

“The information provided 
claims that as of Feb. 15, 2013, 
there were 369,090 repair requests 
remaining in NYCHA’s backlog 
— a dramatic reduction of more 
than 50,000 work order requests 
within just two weeks,” the letter 
reads.

De Blasio called on the chair-
man to respond to his request for 
details about all the repairs made 
by 5 p.m. Friday.

Tina Ferguson points out tile in disre-
pair in her apartment in the Woodside 
Houses. Photo by Christina Santucci

Residents, pols call for repairs at Woodside Houses

Continued on Page 9
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BY JOE ANUTA

Homeowners in Flush-
ing last week success-
fully sued a developer who 
planned to build new homes 
that were perfectly permis-
sible under city laws but 
ran  afoul of a century-old 
private building code that 
also governs the neighbor-
hood.

The Broadway-Flush-
ing Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation won a permanent 
injunction in Queens Su-
preme Court July 17 to stop 
property owner Xu Dong 
Xiao from dividing his ex-
pansive lot on the corner 
of 163rd Street and 35th 
Avenue into two smaller 
parcels and building homes 
on each of them — about a 
month after scoring a simi-
lar precedent-setting vic-
tory in appellate court.

“The association is ec-
static. It proves everything 
we have said for decades,” 
said President Janet Mc-

Creesh. “This decision, 
along with the recent ap-
peals court ruling, will 
make people think twice 
before challenging the deed 
restriction.”

The deed restriction 
McCreesh referred to is 
called the Rickert-Finlay 
Covenant, which was writ-
ten by the original develop-
ers of the neighborhood in 
1909 and requires larger 
lawns and smaller homes 
for the 540 properties in 
its boundaries, which run 
roughly from 157th Street 
in the west to 168th Street 
in the east and 33rd Av-
enue in the north down to 
Northern Boulevard and 
Crocheron Avenue in the 
south. 

The covenant is writ-
ten into the deeds of all the 
homes it covers, but it is 
not part of any city law. In-
stead, the association must 
enforce the code by suing 
any violators in civil court.

In this case, Xiao’s 

120-by-100-foot lot will now 
have to remain as a single 
parcel, which is required 
by the convenant to main-
tain a more rural and open 
character in the neighbor-
hood, according to the jus-
tice who heard the case.

The July decision is the 
second victory for the neigh-
borhood in a month. On 
June 14, an appellate court 
ruled the Broad-Flushing 
Homeowners could legally 
prevent a homeowner from 
building a wall contrary to 
the covenant’s open space 
requirement.

The association was 
formed in 1964 and has long 
collected money to main-
tain a legal fund to finance 
courtroom battles.

“It costs a lot of money 

to go to court,” McCreesh 
said. “We always need to be 
prepared for the next inci-
dent.”

Justice Jeffrey Lebow-
itz seemed emphatic in his 
ruling, even taking a jab at 
less-regulated development 
in the rest of the borough. 
In his 12-page decision, he 
lamented the rise of the 
McMansion — often gaudy 
or ostentatious homes con-
structed with the cheapest 
materials and built to the 
largest specification al-
lowed by law.

“This McMansion cri-
sis was not experienced in 
areas covered by restric-
tive covenants, and under-
scores the continued vital-
ity of these covenants to 
maintain the existing land-
scape of these respective 
neighborhoods,” he wrote.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Broadway civic wins suit to preserve nabe

The Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners’ Association has 
legally prevented one man 
from dividing this grassy cor-
ner lot into two parcels.

BY PHIL CORSO

The city was days away 
from pushing forward a 
widely unpopular plan to 
build a new primary school 
in Bayside when political 
opposition put the vote on 
hold, officials said.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and state As-
semblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) sched-
uled a news conference for 
last Friday to oppose the 
416-seat elementary school 
just days before the City 
Council was to vote on the 
plan.

But the city Education 
Department rescinded the 
vote and instead booked 
a sitdown with northeast 
Queens officials to mull 
over the proposal, Avella 
said.

The Council will make 
the ultimate call on the 
plan, but not until the DOE 
has its scheduled discus-
sion with borough repre-

sentatives, an Education 
Department spokeswoman 
said.

“The city cannot just 
roll over our community. 
We want to be a part of the 
discussion,” Avella said. 
“The community has said 
outright that this project 
does not make any sense. 
We’re going to push back.”

The elected officials 
stood in front of the pro-
posed site —Keil Bros. Gar-
den Center, at 210-11 48th 
Ave. — with the sounds of 
city buses chugging behind 
them. They said the site 
was inappropriate for both 
potential students and the 
tight-knit and already busy 
residential streets there. 
It is just blocks away from 
two other schools: MS 158 
on nearby Oceania Street, 
and PS 31 off Bell Boule-
vard on 46th Road.

“This community has 
spoken loud and clear,” 
Rozic said. “We cannot af-
ford to pit neighbor against 

neighbor, pushing through 
policies and projects that 
will have a significant 
impact on communities 
without sound educational 
plans for their longterm 
success.”

And though the offi-
cials said they were glad to 
see the DOE publicly agree 
to a more in-depth discus-
sion, Avella noted that no 
representative from Com-
munity Board 11 was invit-

ed to the table.
The DOE did not com-

ment on the exclusion of the 
board.

The community was 
first made aware of the 
city’s intentions in May to 

build a 416-seat primary 
school at the Keil Bros. site, 
whose owners said they 
were preparing to sell  the 
property due to a declin-
ing economy. Members of 
the city School Construc-
tion Authority visited CB 
11 that month and were at 
the center of a contentious 
meeting at which the board 
voted 25-3 with nine absten-
tions against the proposal.

The gathering became 
so heated at points that city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott accused board 
Chairman Jerry Iannece of 
allowing the discussion to 
disintegrate into a free-for-
all with at least one member 
making threats of violence. 
Iannece defended the board 
in his rebuttal, adding that 
city representatives used 
threats of their own, sug-
gesting the school was an 
ideal choice if compared to 
what else might move into 
the location, such as a drug 
rehabilitation clinic.

Bayside protests proposed school at Keil Brothers site

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) stands with state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (c.) and community leaders 
to protest a proposal to build a primary school in Bayside with potential site Keil Bros. Garden Center 
behind them. Photo by Phil Corso
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Continued on Page 11
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Some people need a 
suit to wear to a job inter-
view, while others need a 
job to interview for. Kevin 
Livingston has both ends 
covered.

The founder of 100 
Suits for 100 Men was in his 
element as he set up shop 
on Parsons Boulevard in 
downtown Jamaica earlier 
this month with a clothing 
rack full of business attire 
donated by the estate of a 
self-made financier.

“Hey, brother, you need 
a suit?” he asked a passerby 
near the busy Parsons-Ar-
cher subway station. “Come 
take a look.”

A wool suit may be the 
last thing someone is think 
of during a heat wave, yet 
nonetheless a steady stream 
of young men perused the 
clothing racks, some eager-
ly, some with a little prod-
ding from the community 
activist and his volunteers. 
Livingston said he is plan-
ing a similar event with 
women’s clothes.

“A lot of people are say-
ing put something aside for 
me,” he said, explaining 
many were ashamed to ac-
cept charity.

Livingston, always 
dressed to the nines wheth-
er he is at his day job as a 
manager at Carver Bank 
or standing on a street cor-
ner decrying gun violence, 
sized up his prospects not 
only for pant lengths and 
jacket sizes, but also for 
their employment situa-
tions.

“It feels good; we’re 
creating more opportunity, 
coming out where they’re 
at,” he said. “If they need a 
suit, we’ve got that. If they 
need a job, I’ll help them 
enroll at the back-to-work 
program at Goodwill and 
guide them through the 
whole process.”

The Goodwill Store, at 
92-31 Union Hall St., offers 
help with résumé building, 
networking skills and job 
placement.

According to the state 
Department of Labor, 
Queens’ unemployment 
rate in May was 7.4 percent, 
down from 8.4 percent a 
year earlier.

Kristin Bergfeld, of 
Bergfeld’s Estate Clearance 
Service, provided Livings-
ton with more than 100 
articles of clothing once 
owned by a well-known 
Wall Streeter.

“You’d know him if 
I told you his name,” she 
said.

The mystery man came 
from humble beginnings in 
Brooklyn and, with little 
formal education, made a 
career in finance and be-
came a generous philan-
thropist, Bergfeld said.

After clearing out the 
client’s closet, Bergfeld fur-
nished Livingston with 23 
business suits, 83 neckties, 
94 dress shirts, nine sports 
shirts, eight pairs of shoes, 
three sports suits, 42 pairs 
of trousers and 32 belts. It 
took a little more than an 
hour to hand out the entire 
wardrobe.

Man helps Jamaica 
suit up for new jobs

BY BIANCA FORTIS
  

Business is heating up 
for the newest Buffalo Wild 
Wings in New York City.

The family restaurant 
and sports bar opened July 
15 at the old Forest Hills 
Theatre, at 107-16 71st Ave., 
and has been busy since.

“The community has 
received us very well,” said 
James Bitzonis, president 
of Four M Capital LLC, the 
company franchising the 
eatery. “We’re excited about 
it. We think we’re in a great 
location.”

With more than 900 lo-
cations in the United States, 
the chain restaurant is 
known for its Buffalo-style 
chicken wings, draft beers 
and multiple TV screens on 
which patrons can watch 
live sports games.

The Forest Hills lo-
cation will employ 170 
people and is the second in 

Queens. The first is inside 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport.

The original movie 
theater opened in 1921 and 
operated until it was sold to 
a developer in 1998, accord-
ing to cinematreasures.
org. It later housed a Sta-
ples. There is still a Duane 
Reade on the first floor of 

the building.
Bitzonis said his com-

pany has tried to honor its 
new location.

They did not touch the 
original brick facade of the 
two-story building, and 
they plan to display vintage 
photographs showing the 
building as it was when it 
was a theater.

The new restaurant 
primarily occupies the sec-
ond floor of the building 
and is about 10,000 square 
feet, while a typical Buffalo 
Wild Wings is about 6,000 to 
7,000 square feet, Bitzonis 
said. It also has more than 
80 TVs and two projectors. 
He described one that re-
sembles a screen found in a 
movie theater.

“It’s great to watch a 
game on,” he said. “If you’re 
a sports fan, it’s going to be 
sports nirvana.”

The restaurant has an 
exclusive DirecTV package 
and offers just about every 
sports game, including 
European soccer, Bitzonis 
said.

That is important in 
a place “as culturally di-
verse as Queens,” he said. 
“We think we’ll have a lot 
of fans coming in for those 
soccer games.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
On the heels of the American 

Medical Association’s designation 
of obesity as a disease, a downtown 
Jamaica health clinic is launching a 
culturally tailored campaign to help 
southeast Queens fight the battle of 
the bulge.

“I think that to designate obesity 
as a disease will help people think of 
it not just about body image terms,” 
said Catherine Abate, of the Commu-
nity Healthcare Network, which last 
month cut the ribbon on its new clin-
ic, at 90-04 161st St. “It’s really about 
making people healthier.”

In Jamaica, 23.9 percent of adults 
are obese with a Body Mass Index of 
30 or greater, according to a survey 
conducted by the city Department of 
Health.

The network — which also has 
clinics in Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx — will launch “Every-
body’s Plate” and has introduced a 
downloadable cookbook that offers 
up healthy versions of traditional re-
gional dishes.

“It reflects the patients we have. 

We did some Chinese, Caribbean and 
African-American recipes,” Abate 
said. “We wanted to look at some of 
the most popular dishes and try to of-
fer recipes that are simpler and also 
healthier.”

Recipes for Caribbean Shep-
herd’s Pie, Vietnamese summer rolls 
and alcapurrias — Latin American 
ground beef fritters — substitute 
herbs and spices for fats and salt to 
create healthier options.

A CHN nutritionist will take 
shoppers through the Key Foods on 
Jamaica Avenue Tuesday to show 
them how they can make healthy pur-
chases for a family of four on a $150 
budget.

The campaign also includes 

“BFit” texts in both Spanish and Eng-
lish that offer daily health tips.

“Get off of the subway or bus one 
stop before your regular stop,” one 
reads. “Extra walking is good for the 
body and the mind.”

Abate said the AMA’s decision 
is long overdue, and she hopes it will 
cause a sea change in the way medical 
providers think about the relation-
ship between health and diet.

“Unfortunately, too many pro-
viders go through medical school and 
spend only a couple of hours on nutri-
tion,” she said. “So many times doc-
tors do not proctor their patients.”

Aside from diabetes and heart 
disease, obesity can lead to depres-
sion, Abate said, and depressed people 
are less likely to make healthier food 
choices.

She acknowledged the difficulty 
in cutting out bad habits and said peo-
ple do not have to go cold turkey, just 
cut back gradually.

“One of the things I hear from 
nutritionists is that even a modest 
weight loss of 10 pounds can improve 
one’s health and even lower the risk of 
chronic disease,” she said.

A shopper carries her haul out of Patel 
Brothers in Jackson Heights.

The old Forest Hills Theatre has been converted into a Buffalo Wild 
Wings, a family-style restaurant well-known for its chicken wings. 

Jamaica clinic confronts obesity

Moviehouse makeover 
Spot known for wings, beer and sports moves into Forest Hills Theatre

Kevin Livingston (l.) of 100 Suits for 100 Men helps a passerby pick 
out a free suit on Parsons Boulevard. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

The Citiview Connections 
Clubhouse, a Long Island City 
center for adults with psychiatric 
disabilities, has a new location 
and the recent move has helped 
generate interest about its mis-
sion and professional services, 
the center’s director said.

Citiview is operated by 
Goodwill Industries of Greater 
New York and Northern New Jer-
sey, one of the oldest and largest 
providers of vocational, training 
and employment services in New 
York City. The goal is for mem-
bers with chronic mental illness 
to learn new skills, forge friend-
ships and access employment and 
educational opportunities.

Members also participate in 
educational, recreational, social 
and vocational activities, and 
take work-related roles to carry 
out daily operations at the club-
house. A total of 105 members are 
currently enrolled in the club-

house.
Russell Roten, director at Cit-

iview, said the clubhouse opened 
in December 1994, at 42-15 Cres-
cent St. in Long Island City. But 
after the lease for the space ended 
this year, the clubhouse had to 
change locations. It found a new 
home, at 33-24 Northern Blvd. in 
Long Island City, where it has op-
erated since April 1.

And since the move, Roten, 
who started as director in Febru-
ary, said he has seen an increase 
in interest for membership and 
a stronger rapport among mem-
bers.

“It’s a community of people 
who really understand each oth-
er,” he said.

The clubhouse features a 
business center computer lab, 
transitional employment unit, 
café and living room. It also in-
cludes a state-of-the-art kitchen, 
where homemade meals are pre-
pared daily.

Cherry Griffin, a coordina-

tor for the transitional employ-
ment unit, said staff assist mem-
bers with job searches, résumé 

writing and practice interview-
ing. Members are placed in part-
time positions in the community 

for six to nine months earning 
minimum wage or more, she said. 
Some members also work toward 
getting referrals to obtain GEDs.

A major aspect of Citiv-
iew, said Mitch Levine, a seven-
year member, is social interac-
tion among members. Whether 
through fulfilling cleaning duties, 
shopping for groceries or partici-
pating in open mic nights, devel-
oping social skills is crucial.

“Staff and volunteers always 
work together,” said Levine, who 
handles phone reception duties. 
“My time is more structured be-
cause of Citiview.”

With Citiview set to celebrate 
its 20th anniversary next year, 
Roten said his hope is to continue 
to provide members with a holis-
tic experience and to help them 
meet their personal goals.

“People come and go, but 
that’s because someone gets a job 
or goes to school,” he said. “But 
we keep in touch. Once a member, 
always a member.”

Russell Roten, director at Citiview Connections Clubhouse, (l.) and member Mitch 
Levine say they are ecstatic about the clubhouse’s 20th anniversary next year. 

Photo by Chris Engelhardt

LIC’s Citiview Connections Clubhouse gets new home
As 20th anniversary nears, director says center’s relocation has brought members closer together
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down Monday morning.
“Beginning at around 

7:45 a.m. this morning, the 
FDNY’s computer dispatch 
system for EMS calls be-
gan experiencing technical 
problems followed by in-
termittent outages totaling 
about 90 minutes of system 
downtime,” the department 

said in a statement. “Dur-
ing the outages, call tak-
ers have handled and dis-
patched calls manually. No 
calls were lost.”

The FDNY said tech-
nicians were performing 
tests to root out the cause of 
the system’s problems, add-
ing that the systems used 
to send out police and fire-
fighting resources were not 
affected.

Earlier this month 
the 911 system came under 

heavy fire when an intern 
for City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) fainted and had to 
wait about 30 minutes for 
an ambulance to arrive 
in Brooklyn, according to 
news reports.

The security guard 
at the Calvary houses said 
this was the first time he 
could recall having to wait 
more than a few minutes 
for an ambulance.

“We’ve never had a 

problem like this before. 
Usually when we call it 
takes about two or three 
minutes,” he said. “This is 
the first time to take that 
long.”

Sealey said Boylan was 
still in the hospital recov-
ering Wednesday, and he 
hopes the bugs get worked 
out of the system before the 
home has to make another 
911 call.

city’s rationale, which was 
wrong from the beginning, 
was they were going to 
somehow save money by 
doing this. But not only did 
it cost taxpayers money to 
move it, now we are finding 
out it is costing the taxpay-
ers money to repair it.”

The contracts were 
given to TimesLedger by 
Queens activist and film-
maker Robert LoScalzo, 
who is currently suing to 
try and obtain communica-
tions between the city and 
the cemetery.

“This asset — that is no 
longer an asset to Queens — 
has been essentially priva-
tized in Brooklyn with 
little to no explanation to 
the public and against the 
wishes and protests of ev-
eryone,” he said.

An indefinite loan 
agreement between the city 
and Green-Wood estimated 
the cemetery would pay 
$165,000 for transportation 
and $27,500 to put a pro-
tective coat on the statue. 
The cemetery will also 

build a new base for Civic 
Virtue, since its Borough 
Hall perch, including the 
fountain and underground 
plumbing, was also in need 
of repair, the city said. 
Green-Wood could not pro-
vide TimesLedger with the 
actual cost nor how much it 
would spend on long-term 
preservation.

The artwork has been 
panned as sexist since its 
initial installation outside 
City Hall in 1922. It depicts 
the Greek mythological 
hero Heracles, a scantily 
clad, sword-wielding man, 
who vanquished Sirens, 
depicted as two woman-like 
creatures squashed under 
his feet.

The statue was ban-
ished to Queens Borough 
Hall in 1941 by then-Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia, and 
in 2011 came under fire 
yet again from a group of 
elected officials, including 
then-U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, who just months 
later resigned amid a sex-
ting scandal.

women near Slocum Cres-
cent and Greenway Terrace 
June 29, according to DA 
Richard Brown.

The victims said they 
were walking through the 
neighborhood shortly after 
midnight when they were 
approached by two men, 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the DA’s 
office. One of the men al-
legedly brandished a gun 
and demanded all of their 
belongings. The victims 
said they then handed over 
several credit cards, jew-
elry, a purse, two iPhones, 
an iPad, a camera and some 
cash.

Hamilton and Hart al-
legedly drove the getaway 
car carrying the robbers, 
the DA said.

One of the victims said 
her credit card was used at 
a gas station one month af-
ter the robbery . Police used 
surveillance footage from 
the gas station to track 
down the women.

According to Hamil-
ton, the women picked up 
the men in Brooklyn and 
drove to Queens. When 
they saw the three women 
on the side of the road, one 
of the men told her to stop 
the car, the complaint said. 
The men committed the 
robbery, got back into the 
car and they all drove away, 
according to her version of 
the events in court papers. 
She dropped them off again 
in Brooklyn, she said.

Hamilton told police 
that her friend is in jail in 
Suffolk County for iden-
tity theft and that the men 
“think that my girlfriend 
gave them up.” 

The men told her she 
owes them, Hamilton said.

The women face charg-
es of robbery  grand lar-

ceny, criminal possession 
of stolen property, identity 
theft and unlawful posses-
sion of personal identifica-
tion information.

The robbery bears re-
semblance to another For-
est Hills incident that was 
part of a larger robbery 
pattern, but a spokesman 
for DCPI said no official 
connection has been estab-
lished.

In that pattern, a group 
of people committed simi-
lar robberies eight times 
throughout Manhattan 
and Queens. The robberies 
occurred in the middle of 
the night and the thieves 
appeared to be indiscrimi-
nate about the victims they 
chose.

One of the robberies 
occurred in Rego Park. In 
that case, two female sus-
pects brandishing a knife 
approached a 51-year-old 
man and demanded his 
wallet. They took off with 
his gym bag and fled in a 
white sedan, according to 
police.

In another Forest Hills 
incident, two male suspects 
armed with a gun jumped 
out of a white sedan and 
demanded money from a 
66-year-old man. One of the 
suspects grabbed the victim 
while the other searched 
his pockets, police said.

said City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who eventually 
wrangled the money for the 
greenspace out of the USTA 
and was praised for her ne-
gotiating skills by several 
members of the Council.

The cash will be kept 
as a lump sum and begin-
ning in 2014, $5 million 

will be used for capital im-
provements over six years. 
For the first three years, 
$350,000 will be allotted 
for an annual maintenance 
fund and then for the next 
20 years that number will 
drop to $200,000.

Ferreras delayed a 
vote on the permit for 
weeks to give a reluctant 
USTA, which currently 
pays about $2.5 million to 
the city’s general fund an-
nually, more time to con-
sider a deal, according to 

Council insiders, who said 
the lawmaker, tennis brass 
and city stakeholders were 
still hammering out the 
details well after the vote 
was supposed to take place 
Wednesday morning.

The approval of the ex-
pansion was seen by some 
as a foregone conclusion, 
but Ferreras had one ma-
jor bargaining chip to play: 
Wednesday was the last day 
the Council could consider 
the measure. If lawmakers 
voted against the plan, the 

USTA would have had to 
start the months-long appli-
cation process over again.

The tennis giant ran 
into vehement opposition 
from park advocacy groups 
opposed to simply giving 
away more parkland.

Some of those groups 
lauded Wednesday’s deal, 
which they said will pump 
sorely needed money into 
the highly used green-
space.

The Triumph of Civic Virtue now stands in a private cemetery in Brooklyn after it was plucked from its 
perch outside Borough Hall last year.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Virtue

USTA

911

Robbery

Police released a sketch of a 
suspect who allegedly held up 
three women in Forest Hills 
Gardens. Image courtesy NYPD
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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