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The old Rockaway 

courthouse, abandoned for 
decades, will soon undergo 
a makeover as it becomes 
a medical center, officials 
said.

The Albany-based 
Harmony Group, a real 

estate company known 
for rehabilitating historic 
properties throughout New 
York state, was selected in 
April to restore and trans-
form the vacant building 
into a state-of-the-art medi-
cal facility, according to 
city officials.

Last month, the Queens 

Borough Board gave its 
final approval for the proj-
ect. The city is in contract 
with the group to sell the 
property for $50,000, and 
the closing and beginning 
of construction are antici-
pated for 2014, according to 
Patrick Muncie, a spokes-

BY LISA AUTZ

One Queens woman would have lost her 
life savings if it were not for the good will of two 
strangers.

Michael Downer and Fred Alsterberg were 
honored by Borough President Helen Marshall 

 S. Ozone scrap yard workers 

honored for fi nding lost $5K

Weiner puts 
his oars into
Liu territory
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Rockaway med center on tap

HONORING AMERICA’S HERITAGE

Moontee Sinquah performs the grass dance during the Thunderbird 
American Indian Mid-Summer Pow Wow, held at the Queens County Farm 
Museum. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

A former foe of city Comp-
troller John Liu helped emcee a 
Flushing campaign event this 
week for one of his rivals in the 
mayoral race: scandal-scarred 
Anthony Weiner.

Deep in Liu territory, neigh-
borhood activist Ethel Chen de-
fended Weiner’s recent revela-
tions that he continued his sexting 
spree a year after resigning from 

office in June 
2011, although 
more events 
continued to add 

fuel to the media firestorm in the 
days afterward.

“I think that’s personal 
— between he and his wife. He 
didn’t do anything against the 
law. He didn’t call for prostitute. 
He didn’t have affair,” Chen said 
Monday outside the Nan Shan 
Senior Center, where Weiner had 
just spoken. “We are looking for 
a can-do candidate. We are not 
looking for a priest.”

Chen said area residents 
would be making their deci-

BY RICH BOCKMANN

It’s safe to say that every 
square inch of New York City real 
estate has been considered for its 
potential value, but a small plot 
of land on the corner of an oddly 
shaped block in Corona puts a 
new perspective on the obsession 
over square footage. 

One way to look at the city is 
through its tax maps. Every bor-
ough is broken down into blocks 
and every block is divvied up into 
a number of lots.

But the act of mapping them 
is more an art than a science, and 
across the city’s maps there are 
more than 1,000 leftover slices of 
the Big Apple known as “gutter-
spaces” or “sliver plots” – idio-

syncrasies of surveying that can-
not be developed because they are 
either too small, too oddly shaped 
or inaccessible.

“They’re the results of dis-
crepancies of a survey done for 
a lot,” explained Queens Village-
based surveyor Jarko Krawczyk. 
“All these lots [on a block] are sup-
posed to create one closed com-
plex, but when you treat every 
single one, you start to get over-
lapping, creating gaps because of 
the level of calculation needed to 
be done for some of these proper-
ties.”

“The chance of making an 
error is big, especially on lots 
that are irregular,” he added. 
“Every surveyor is going to treat 

Continued on Page 8

Built in 1932, the Rockaway court-
house has sat vacant for decades. The 
city has a plan in place to restore it 
and turn it into a medical facility. 
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Odd lots owned 
by city pop up

across borough
Queens has 510 bits of surveyed land
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39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
ExxonMobil owes the 

city nearly $105 million to 
help pay the cost of treating 
contaminated groundwa-
ter in southeast Queens, a 
federal appeals court ruled 
last week after the interna-
tional oil behemoth chal-
lenged the 2009 jury award.

A three-judge panel in 
Manhattan’s Second Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals last 
Friday affirmed a Brooklyn 
federal court jury award 
of $104.69 million in com-
pensatory damages after 
it found the Irving, Texas-
based company liable for 
contaminating well water 
with methyl tertiary butyl 
ether  — a chemical addi-
tive used to reduce harmful 
emissions by increasing the 
oxygen level of gasoline.

“Yet again, this com-
pany — which carelessly 
polluted our groundwater 
supply — has been put in 
its place by a court,” Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg said.

But while the appellate 
court shot down Exxon’s 
challenge, it also upheld 
the jury’s finding that the 
oil company was only re-
sponsible for paying to 
treat MTBE, and not other 
contaminants already in 
the ground.

In 2000, the city first 
detected MTBE at a cluster 
of wells near 108th Avenue 

and 165th Street in South 
Jamaica known as the Sta-
tion Six wells, which were 
acquired in 1996 with the 
purchase of the Jamaica 
Water Supply Co. amid com-
plaints of water quality.

The groundwater had 
been contaminated by a dry 
cleaning chemical known 
as “perc” at such levels 
that the city could not le-
gally serve the water, and 
the wells have been capped 
since they were taken over.

While the levels of 
MTBE found near the wells 
did not render the water 
non-potable, the city ar-
gued they would affect the 
taste and color enough to 
undermine confidence in 
the water supply when the 
wells are tapped to supple-
ment the closure of the Del-
aware Aqueduct in 2018 for 
repairs.

It is estimated the 
wells can draw about 10 
million gallons of water a 
day,  or enough for about 
80,000 people.

Exxon appealed pri-
marily on the grounds that 
the federal Clean Air Act, 
which required oil com-
panies to add oxygenate 
chemicals to gasoline, pre-
empted New York state’s 
tort laws, but the appeals 
court affirmed the lower 
court’s application of local 
laws.

“We agree with the 

district court that in de-
termining whether the city 
had established injury as a 
matter of New York law, the 
relevant question for the 
jury was whether ‘a reason-
able water provider in the 
city’s position would treat 
the water to reduce the lev-
els or minimize the effects 
of the MTBE in the com-
bined outflow of the Station 
6 wells in order to use that 
water as a back-up source of 
drinking water,” the three-
judge appeals panel wrote.

On cross appeal, the 
city argued Exxon should 
be responsible for paying 
to clean the water, not just 
the portion contaminated 
by MTBE, but the appeals 
court denied that argu-
ment.

“Indeed, the city pur-
chased the Station Six 
Wells from the Jamaica Wa-
ter Supply Company in re-
sponse to complaints about 
the quality of company-
supplied water, intending 
to use the wells as a back-
up water supply,” the ap-
pellate judges wrote. “The 
pre-existing contamina-
tion of that source required 
the city to build a treatment 
plant before it could effectu-
ate its purpose in purchas-
ing the wells — i.e., serving 
potable water in the future. 
Thus, the city expected to 
incur the cost of [perc]  de-
contamination.”

Exxon must clean up 
SE Queens well water

A federal appeals court upheld a jury’s 2011 finding that ExxonMobil is responsible for cleaning con-
taminated groundwater at wells in southeast Queens. Photo by Christina Santucci



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 4, 2013

3

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Much of the debate 

surrounding the proposed 
QueensWay has been framed 
as an either-or issue: reacti-
vate train service along the 
abandoned Rockaway Beach 
rail route or redevelop it into 
parkland, similar to Man-
hattan’s High Line.

But a group of citizens 
who live along the aban-
doned rail line, including 
the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association, have a 
third idea: do nothing.

Neil Giannelli is the 
unofficial spokesman for 
a group of more than 200 
residents who live on 98th 
Street in Woodhaven, from 
Park Lane South to Atlan-
tic Avenue. In his “No Way 
QueensWay” blog, he is 
openly critical of all plans to 
redevelop the rail line.

The rail line, originally 
a part of the Long Island 
Rail Road system, has sat 

in disrepair since service 
stopped in 1962.

In 2001, Giannelli and 
his wife, Sonia Lugo, pur-
chased a home adjacent 
to it because of the large 
backyard and the privacy it 
offered, a rare find among 
New York City’s cramped 
neighborhoods.

The back of the house 
faces the rail line, which is 
overgrown with 60-year-old 
trees and brush.

They now worry that 
if the QueensWay happens, 
they will have to deal with 
issues of privacy, security 
and diminishing property 
values.

“I bought this house 
because I thought it was 
perfect,” he said. “For some-
one to come in and tell me 
they’re going to improve on 
it, that is the height of arro-
gance.”

Giannelli said he has 
been portrayed as an ob-
structionist NIMBY and as 

David in the biblical tale of 
David and Goliath.

“I’m not comfortable in 
this role,” he said. “I don’t 
want to have to do this. 
But we just want to be left 
alone.”

The couple acknowl-
edged that they may seem 
selfish by trying to protect 

their own interests.
“But I think they’re be-

ing more selfish,” Lugo said. 
“They plan out this big proj-
ect and don’t even talk to the 
locals.”

They also worry that a 
park could bring new devel-
opment, leading to increased 
gentrification in Queens.

“Increasingly, the real 
estate interests are taking 
over,” Giannelli said. “We’ve 
sold off pieces of the city.”

Giannelli pointed out 
that part of the rail line 
runs above auto body shops 
and tow truck companies. 
He anticipates those small 
businesses will leave if new 
development comes.

“Are they going to 
throw out these guys making 
$25 an hour for college-age 
baristas making minimum 
wage?” he said. “They’re go-
ing to knock down business-
es so other businesses can 
be built on their ashes.”

The couple took issue 
with a March New York 
Times op-ed, “A High Line 
in Queens: Just Imagine the 
Food.” In it the newspaper 
envisions small shops and 
stands along the walkway 
that could feature “cheese 
guava buns, dim sum dump-
lings, pani puri or yam fufu. 
Peckish strollers would not 

be limited to hotdogs and 
ice cream, but could savor 
foods created by immigrant 
Queens chefs from around 
the globe.”

The couple — point-
ing to Queens’ well-known 
cultural diversity — said 
the nearby mom-and-pop 
shops offering authentic 
ethnic cuisine could take a 
financial hit if they have to 
compete with new food of-
ferings.

“You want oxtail soup? 
Go here,” Giannelli said, 
pointing to his neighbor’s 
home next door. “You want 
empanadas? Go across the 
street. We live cultural di-
versity. We don’t need to pre-
serve it.”

The QueensWay con-
cept will undergo a $400,000 
feasibility study, which is 
being funded by a grant 
provided by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s office.

Neil Giannelli explains how close his backyard is to the decommis-
sioned Rockaway Beach line. One group of citizens wants to turn 
the line into a park, while others want to reactivate train service. 
Giannelli wants it to be left alone. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Woodhaven residents oppose Queens ‘High Line’

BY PHIL CORSO

Community Board 11 
accused the city Education 
Department of trying to 
sneak through a proposal 
to build a primary school in 
Bayside despite widespread 
opposition.

Board Chairman 
Jerry Iannece used strong 
language in a letter to city 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott Tuesday, demand-
ing a place at the negotiat-
ing table as the city con-
siders building a 416-seat 
elementary school at the 
Keil Bros. Garden Center 
site on 48th Avenue in Bay-
side.

The City Council 
was supposed to vote on 
the measure earlier this 
month, but held off on a 
scheduled hearing so the 
Education Department and 
city School Construction 
Authority could meet with 
elected officials, but no one 

else from the community.
“As chair of the board, 

I am once again amazed 
and offended by the actions 
of the DOE and SCA and 
your blatant disregard for 
community notification 
and for fair and open dis-
course,” Iannece wrote in 
the letter. “The community 
board was not given any ad-
vance notice of the subcom-
mittee hearing, which is 
common procedure all ap-
plicants provide when they 
were previously before the 
board.”

Iannece said he and the 
board were originally told 
that a Council vote would 
not take place until August 
at the earliest. But July 17, 
CB 11 staff discovered the 
Council Subcommittee on 
Landmarks, Public Siting 
and Maritime Uses was 
scheduled to host a hearing 
the following Monday on 
the proposal.

“We cannot excuse this 
misrepresentation made by 

the SCA and we can only 
believe it was meant to 
intentionally exclude the 
community board and cir-
cumvent the community,” 
Iannece said.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) immediately 
teamed up with state As-
semblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Fresh Meadows) to 
schedule a news confer-

ence the Friday before the 
hearing to gather momen-
tum against the primary 
school plan. That same day 
the lawmakers learned the 
hearing was postponed so 
the DOE and SCA could 
sit down with them — and 
only them — before moving 
to a vote.

“They have to back off 
before they can negotiate,” 

Avella said. “We have to 
have a two-way conversa-
tion.”

Avella said he reached 
out to the DOE to solicit a 
more community-centric 
discussion, but the depart-
ment was not inclined to 
listen because of a rau-
cous May CB 11 meeting, 
at which the board voted 
25-3 with nine abstentions 

against the proposal. Most 
were opposed, and some 
suggested the city should 
instead return PS 130 to 
northeast Queens’ District 
26, where it once belonged, 
to alleviate overcrowding.

Representatives of 
the SCA visited the board 
meeting to solicit input on 
the proposal and said it was 
only the beginning of a long 
process in which the com-
munity would be included.

The discussion became 
rowdy at times, so much so 
that Walcott accused Ian-
nece of allowing the meet-
ing to get out of hand with 
at least one member mak-
ing threats of violence. Ian-
nece defended the board 
in a rebuttal, adding that 
SCA representatives used 
threats of their own, sug-
gesting the school was an 
ideal choice if compared to 
what else might move into 
the location, such as a drug 
rehabilitation clinic.

CB 11 blasts DOE’s proposal for a new school in Bayside

Community Board 11 members oppose the city’s plan to build another school in the heart of Bayside, 
where Keil Bros. Garden Center currently operates.
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THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
AUGUST 8TH SPECIAL GUEST: CRAVING STRANGE
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR
$10 COVER INCLUDES ONE FREE Z COCKTAIL

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM

All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

BY JOE ANUTA

Four candidates for 
borough president pledged 
to create more senior cen-
ters and advocate for better 
transportation at a forum 
in Sunnyside last week.

Sunnyside Community 
Services hosted the panel, 
which drew more than 100 
 spectators and featured Re-
publican business owner 
Tony Arcabascio, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
former Democratic state 
Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz and City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria).

Avoiding political sui-
cide, each of the candidates 
railed against cuts to the 
city Department for the 
Aging, pledged to fight for 
the borough’s share of the 
budgetary pie and vowed to 

push for expanded services 
for Queens’ graying popula-
tion, which according to the 
event’s emcee, NY1 anchor 
Rocco Vertuccio, is the fast-
est growing segment of the 
city’s population.

Arcabascio lamented 
the city’s fiscal woes, but 

said there is only so much 
money to be squeezed from 
the budget. The GOPer 
wants to pump money into 
senior services by compel-
ling the private sector to 
chip in.

“One of the things we 
have to do is to stop rely-

ing on the government to 
always support us,” he said. 
“We need private-public 
partnerships.”

Asking utility compa-
nies, for example, to con-
tribute to programs for the 
elderly would take some of 
the burden off government.

Avella hopes to make 
centers for the elderly more 
accessible.

“I personally believe 
we should have a senior cen-
ter in every neighborhood,” 
he said, adding that the 
borough president should 
work with other arms of 

government to 
create a dedi-
cated source of 
funding instead 
of subjecting the 

cash to whims of the an-
nual budget dance.

During the tenure of 
former Borough President 
Claire Shulman, Katz said 
she was in charge of run-
ning a monthly powwow 
with representatives from 
major city agencies to dis-
cuss ongoing problems, but 
more work is needed.

“It is not enough,” she 
said. “If you want to talk 

about hands-on, the bor-
ough president needs to be 
hands-on. There needs to 
be meetings for seniors.”

She said she would like 
to specifically identify ar-
eas of Queens where public 
transportation is not up to 
snuff.

Vallone said he would 
create a bureau within the 
borough president’s office 
dedicated to addressing 
concerns of the elderly, but 
he largely stuck to public 
safety, telling the crowd 
he would help keep crime 
down. He is chairman of 
the Council Public Safety 
Committee.

“My top priority is 
keeping you safe,” he said. 
“Without safe streets, you 
can’t get to senior cen-
ters, you can’t enjoy your 
parks.”

Republican Tony Arcabascio (l.-r.), Senator Tony Avella, former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz and 
Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. discuss senior issues at a recent forum. Photo by Joe Anuta

Borough president fi eld woos senior voters
More than 100 spectators turn out to hear candidates tackle issues affecting older residents
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

On a final stop in a 
weekend geared toward 
examining immigration in 
New York City, federal law-
makers gathered in Jackson 
Heights to hear the story of 
how one of their own ended 
up in this country and to 
listen to advocates and a 
young woman whose im-
migration status remains 
somewhat in limbo.

“My family’s story, 
like so many, began when 
my grandparents fled an-
ti-Semitic persecution in 
Russia to come to America. 
Widowed at a young age, 
my grandmother raised her 
two sons as a single-mother 
in the segregated South,” 
U.S. House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor (R-Va.) told fel-
low members of Congress 
and the audience inside the 
Jackson Heights Jewish 
Center Saturday. “With lit-
tle but her thrift and faith 
she worked hard to ensure 
her children could realize 
the promise of this great 
country.”

The event was the fi-
nal stop in The Faith & 
Politics Institute’s Becom-
ing America Congressional 
Pilgrimage, which includ-
ed U.S. representatives as 
well as U.S. Sen. Mazie Hi-
rono (D-Hawaii) from both 
sides of the aisle and from 
around the country. Reps. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Mario Diaz 
Balart (R-Fla.) served as 
the events’ honorary co-
leaders.

Balart credited Crow-
ley with serving as the 
group’s tour guide and in-
spiration during the trip, 
which included visits to 
Ellis Island, the African 
Burial Ground National 
Monument, the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage and the 
National September 11 Me-
morial.

In Queens, the group 
heard from Ana Maria Ar-
chila, co-executive director 
of Make the Road New York; 
Steven Choi, executive di-
rector of the New York Im-
migration Coalition; and 
John Stahl, director of legal 

services at the Emerald Isle 
Immigration Center.

Stahl spoke about the 
center’s work, providing le-
gal assistance, citizenship 
preparation, adult literacy 
programs, social services 
and employment guidance. 
Started 25 years ago to as-
sist newly arrived Irish 
immigrants, Emerald Isle, 
which has offices in both 
Woodside and Woodlawn, 
has branched out over 
time, and in the past year 
the organization assisted 
newcomers from 52 coun-
tries, including Ireland, 
Stahl said.

Archila spoke about 
her aunt, Saramaria Archi-
la, an activist and lawyer 
who traveled to the United 
States from Colombia and 
founded the Latin Ameri-
can Integration Center, 
which later merged with 
Make the Road By Walking 
to form Make the Road New 
York. By 2000, the Latin 
American Integration Cen-
ter had helped more than 
10,000 New Yorkers become 
U.S. citizens, Ana Maria 
Archila said.

“After 10 years, [Sara-
maria Archila] got her own 
citizenship and was able 
to vote for the first time in 
2003, and she passed away 
a few months later but with 
the satisfaction that she got 
to exercise that very dear 
right she loved so much 
and helped so much people 
achieve,” her niece told the 
audience.

The final speaker to 
address lawmakers was 
21-year-old Nadia Habib, 
who was brought to the 
United States at 18 months 
old from Bangladesh by her 
mother so they could be re-
united with Habib’s father, 
who was already living in 
the country.

“We remained after 
our visas expired because 
my father thought it would 
be better if we stayed with 
him,” she said. “America to 
him was a land of opportu-
nity.”

Habib described grow-
ing up as an undocumented 
immigrant in contrast to 
her two brothers, who are 

American citizens. For ex-
ample, she was unable to 
apply for financial aid for 
school.

“Our worst fears came 
true when after living in 
the U.S. for 18 years, my 
mother and I received a 
deportation letter with an 
order of removal,” she told 
the crowd.

With the help of im-

migration advocates, the 
pair was issued a stay of re-
moval in 2011, which could 
be lifted at any time, and 
Habib was able to secure a 
work permit, which was ex-
tended under the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals program. She said 
she hopes to continue her 
education and eventually 
become an architect.

U.S. lawmakers visit Jackson Heights
to research the immigrant experience

U.S. House Majority Leader Eric Cantor addresses the crowd in 
Jackson Heights. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city recently fined 
a Broadway-Flushing prop-
erty owner nearly $10,000 
after his workers  filed per-
mits to alter a house on a 
historic block — but ended 
up destroying most of the 
structure except for two 
walls. 

Activist and urban 
planner Paul Graziano, who 
is running to replace City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), joined state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and representatives 
of the Broadway Flushing 
Homeowners’ Association 
Tuesday outside the ruins 
of the one-family home that 
once stood at 156-10 32nd 
Ave.

“This was supposed to 
be an alteration, but as you 
can see, it’s been demol-
ished,” said Graziano, who 
worked with members of 
the association to draw the 
city’s attention to the ille-
gal activity.

In early July, Sandi 

Viviani, the association’s 
zoning chair, noticed work-
ers at the address were 
putting up a construction 
fence and then tearing 
down portions of the house, 
she said at the news confer-
ence. City permits stipulat-
ed owner Jian Wen Zhu had 
permission to merely alter 
the home, not level it.

Inspectors visited 
the site after Viviani com-
plained, but did not issue 
any fines, according to re-
cords from the city Depart-
ment of Buildings, and so 
the destruction continued.

Within days more than 
75 percent of the house was 
ripped down, according to 
Vivani, who alerted Gra-
ziano. The activist and 
Viviani then filed another 
complaint against the prop-
erty owner.

The city ordered crews 
to stop working, records 
show, but when the con-
tractor then violated that 
edict, inspectors slapped 
Zhu with a total of $9,800 in 
fines, according to the city.

BY PHIL CORSO

The state Education 
Department has set aside 
more than $4 million in 
federal money for a Queens 
Village high school on the 
mend.

Martin Van Buren 
High School was selected as 
one of 22 schools through-
out the city to receive a to-
tal of $74.2 million in School 
Improvement Grants over 
the next three years, state 
Education Commissioner 
John King Jr. said. The city 
has been working to get the 
school back on track and 
even installed a new prin-
cipal there after it received 
poor grades on progress 
reports over the last three 
years.

“Many English lan-
guage learners, students 
with disabilities and 
low-income students are 
in schools that need to 
change,” King said. “SIG 
grants can help give those 
students the opportunity 
to attend schools that are 
changing what’s happen-
ing in the classroom.”

Principal Sam Sochet 
was brought in to help turn 
Martin Van Buren around 
earlier this year and has 
since been actively seeking 
new community partner-
ships to establish different 
programs at the Hillside 
Avenue school. The state 
designated $4,341,030 that 
will go directly to Van Bu-

ren to be used at Sochet’s 
discretion.

“Too many students 
are struggling in low-per-
forming schools, denied a 
realistic chance of success,” 
said Merryl H. Tisch, state 
Board of Regents chancel-
lor. “SIG awards are target-
ed to help our most at-risk 
students so they will be 
prepared to graduate col-
lege and be career-ready. 
These grants are focused 
on improving chronically 
under-performing schools 
and raising achievement.”

In its ongoing attempt 
to revive Van Buren, the 
city Education Department 
also proposed co-locating 
a charter school inside the 
same building and cut 500 
existing seats as early as 

next year. The decision was 
met with criticism from 
elected officials and civic 
leaders who said the school 
and its new principal need-
ed time to recover without 
anymore distractions or in-
terventions.

The grants came as 
part of a $126 million pack-
age going to 34 low-per-
forming schools through-
out the state and fund the 
implementation of different 
whole-school change mod-
els, the state said. Martin 
Van Buren was identified 
under the transformation 
model, which requires a 
new principal be installed 
and teachers following the 
state’s Annual Professional 
Performance Review plans.

The city Education 

Department submitted its 
applications to the state in 
June, a spokesman said, 
with support from the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers, 
the Council of School Su-
pervisors and Administra-
tors and the Chancellor’s 
Parent Advisory Council. 
Last week, the state an-
nounced it would give 
30 city schools a total of 
$74,235,390 through 22 dif-
ferent grants.

“Our strategy has 
always been to take ac-
tion rather than sit idly 
by — and today’s awards 
validate our work. Over the 
past decade, we’ve built a 
system of great schools and 
made historic progress,” 
said city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott. “With 

Sandi Viviani (l.-r.), Paul Graziano, Mel Seigel and Senator Tony 
Avella stand in front of a house that was ripped down in Broadway 
Flushing. Photo by Joe Anuta

Officials speak out against the city considering co-locating a charter school at Martin Van Buren High 
School, which is slated to receive nearly $4 million in grant money.

Flushing home gone
after illegal teardown

Van Buren gets $4 million
State sends federal funds out to 22 struggling city schools
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

EXP 8/31/13

1/4

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 +TAX+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
8/31/13

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY PHIL CORSO

Construction has be-
gun at the site where the 
Scobee Diner once thrived 
on Northern Boulevard in 
Little Neck.

The former site of the 
bustling diner has been 
transformed with wooden 
fences surrounding the 
property to make way for 
a two-story commercial 
building, at 252-29 North-
ern Blvd., that will include 
a Citi Bank on the first 
floor and a dentist’s office 
on the second.

Community Board 
11’s Zoning Committee ap-
proved a variance by a 24-
18 vote in June that would 
move the parking lot to-
ward the back of the prop-
erty and relocate a bus stop 
near the old diner.

A committee report 
said driving patterns going 
into and out of the 17-spot 

parking lot will change 
with two new lanes enter-
ing Little Neck Parkway 
and exiting onto Northern 
Boulevard to accommodate 
a drive-thru window for the 
incoming bank. The lot will 
also have one handicapped 
space, the report said.

CB 11 records also out-
line plans to move the QM3 
bus stop near the intersec-
tion of Northern Boulevard 
and Little Neck Parkway 
further east, closer to that 
intersection. The zoning 
committee had initially 
come out against drastic 
changes to the parking lot 
with concerns over safety.

“Committee members 
and residents voiced strong 
safety concerns about 
two drivers being able to 
exit onto Northern Boule-
vard simultaneously,” the 
board’s committee report 
said. “In addition, they ex-
pressed concern about site 

employees parking in the 
lot, leaving customers and 
clients to fend for them-
selves for paid parking.”

But the board’s com-
mittee report said traffic 
engineer Matt Carmody 
of VHB Engineering had 
conducted a study at the 
former diner site and con-
cluded that the plans would 
improve traffic safety after 
the construction is com-
plete.

Board members also 
said future employers at 
the site were encouraged 
to hire between 20 and 30 
of their workers locally to 
help alleviate substantial 
traffic and parking issues.

Scobee Diner closed 
in 2010 after its owners 
said rising rent costs took 
a strong toll on finances. 
The building has sat va-
cant ever since and became 
widely known as an eyesore 
to passers-by.

Construction work begins 
at Scobee Diner’s old spot

Construction fences surround the Scobee Diner site on Northern Boulevard in Little Neck. 
By Phil Corso
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the information he has dif-
ferently.”

Surveyors like stan-
dard and uniform lots, but 
with its miles of coastline 
and street grids that col-
lide with each other mania-
cally — Krawczyk said the 
winding streets of Jamaica 
Estates are a surveyor’s 
nightmare — Queens has 
a disproportional share of 
these virtually unusable 
plots.

One of the tiniest tax 
lots in the city is wedged 
into a nook like the last 
piece of a puzzle between 
an auto-shop parking lot 
and the corner of Van Do-
ren and 108th streets in 
Corona.

At just under 1 square 
foot it is unique for its size 
— other gutterspaces can 
run up to several hundred 
square feet — but is oth-
erwise treated much the 
same as any other lot that 
gets assessed for taxes each 
year. (In case you were 
wondering, property taxes 
on a square-foot lot in Co-
rona would run you about a 
$2 and change a year.)

There are 510 gutter-
spaces in the borough to-
taling a little more than 99 
acres worth of space — or 
about the size of the beach 
along the Atlantic coastline 
of the Rockaway Peninsula 
— according to the land-
access advocacy group 596 
Acres, which meticulously 
mapped out every last one. 
Staten Island, Brooklyn, 
Manhattan and the Bronx 
combined account for an-
other 168.7 acres of lost 
space.

But the fact that none 
of these slivers of property 

are likely to attract any 
real estate investors does 
not mean they are without 
value. Most of the city’s gut-
terspaces are owned by the 
Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services, 
which used to unload them 
— along with more profit-
able plots — through public 
auctions.

In the 1970s, a Manhat-
tanite named Jack Gasnick 
reportedly bought nearly 30 
gutterspaces the city sold 
through public auctions, 
including plots in Jamaica 
Bay, Fresh Meadows and 
Elmhurst, where an apple 
tree grew.

In 1973 and 1974, down-
town artist Gordon Matta-
Clark purchased 14 gutter-
spaces in Queens and one 
in Staten Island for $25 to 
$75 apiece through public 
auctions the city held. He 
dubbed these properties 
his “Fake Estates” and in-
tended to amass the maps, 
deeds and other documen-
tation into an “anarchitec-
tual” exhibit.

Matta-Clark died of 
cancer in 1978 before see-
ing his vision completed, 
but in 2005 the Queens Mu-
seum of Art exhibited his 
pieces, complete with tours 
of the sites in the borough. 
In 2010, Albany passed a 
law allowing the city to sell 
these lots directly to adja-
cent property owners, and 
DCAS  said it no longer auc-
tions off gutterspaces.

But Matthew Higgs, 
director of a downtown art 
space Matta-Clark founded 
in 1970, said a shoebox-sized 
plot of land would certainly 
pique the artist’s interest.

“It’s an amazing idea 
that you could own 1 square 
foot of New York City. You 
can see why people buy 
parts of the desert. It’s part 

Wednesday for recovering 
and returning about $5,000 
in cash to Magda Castillo, 
the Kew Gardens resident 
who stashed it an old fridge 
that was taken away.

Two weeks ago, Magda 
Castillo’s sister dumped her 
old refrigerator with the 
forgotten cash at Atlantic 
Recycling in South Ozone 
Park. Castillo returned 
to the scrap yard the next 
morning in a panic and ap-
proached the employee, Al-
sterberg.

Alsterberg, a tow truck 
driver for Atlantic Recy-
cling, hunted for the refrig-
erator among the heaps of 
scrap metal but found noth-
ing.

“She blessed herself 
with the sign of the cross 
and went on her way,” said 
Alsterberg, describing Cas-
tillo after she assumed her 
money was gone for good.

Alsterberg then ap-
proached Michael Downer, 
the manager, with the issue 

at hand. Downer vaguely 
recalled where the fridge 
had been dumped and even-
tually found it amid a pile 
of car metal. Together they 
pried open the smashed 
metal to find plastic bags 
filled with cash inside.

At that point Castillo 
had left without giving any 
contact information, so 
both men notified the me-
dia that they had found her 
money. Soon after Castillo 
arrived at the scrap yard 
and awarded Downer $300 
for finding the cash.

“It was the right thing 
to do,” said Downer. “It was 
money for her mortgage.”

At Queens Borough 
Hall, the two men were 
given citations of honor by 
Marshall in recognition 
of their diligence and hon-
esty.

“Its not every day that 
someone at a job finds 5,000 
in cash and returns it,” 
Marshall said. “These men 
are heros.”

Both humbly accepted 
their awards and hoped to 
inspire more good Samari-
tans.

sion Sept. 10 based on who 
would be the best mayor 
and would not blindly fol-
low Liu because he is Chi-
nese.

“I think [Weiner] is 
very charming, that is why 
a lot of people like him,” 
said Chen, who said she first 
met him before his election 
to Congress in 1999.

In the last citywide 
race, Liu crushed the com-
petition in the downtown 
Flushing area. Running 
in a Democratic primary 
for comptroller in 2009, he 
received 3,807 votes out of 
5,555 in the predominately 
Asian enclave, which trans-
lates to about 70 percent of 
the vote.

He netted more than 
five times the number of 
ballots than his closest 
competitor, who received 
only 720 pulls of the lever, 
according to data from the 
city Board of Elections.

Chen, who translated 
Weiner’s comments Mon-
day, sued Liu in an attempt 

to invalidate his  2001 City 
Council race, but the comp-
troller eventually won. 
 Chen has had a chilly re-
lationship with him since, 
according to political 
sources.

Elderly voters at the se-
nior center received Wein-
er, whose transliterated 
name in Mandarin is “Wei 
Nai Ah,” with a mixture of 
warmth and indifference.

“We have to make it 
safer for our seniors in 
their homes, but also safer 
for them when they cross 
the street,” said Weiner, 
who pledged to keep senior 
centers open and tackle 
thorny issues like afford-
able housing. “It’s getting 
more and more dangerous 
for them everyday. Cross-
ing Main Street, you have 
to be an Olympic sprinter 
to get across safely.”

He even tried out a few 
Chinese phrases, netting 
laughs and applause.

While nailing “hello,” 
Weiner stumbled over more 
complicated sentences, at 
one point turning to Chen 
and asking her to trans-
late.

“I didn’t understand,” 
she muttered in Mandarin.

Weiner found no re-
spite from the headlines in 
the days after his visit. A 
woman he exchanged lurid 
messages with last summer 
— a year after resigning 
and while embarking on 
his apology tour with wife 
Huma Abedin — revealed 
she has not ruled out star-
ring in a pornographic rec-
reation of the steamy sext 
sessions.

The chorus of pundits 
calling for Weiner to resign 
also grew, with President 
Barack Obama’s former 

senior adviser, David Axel-
rod, and Bill Clinton’s for-
mer press secretary, Dee 
Dee Myers, who are both 
closely connected with the 
Clinton family, calling for a 
defiant Weiner to drop out.

“I don’t take my cues 
on policy from the Sunday 
talk shows and listening to 
pundits,” he said Monday, 
attempting to steer the con-
versation back to the city’s 
struggling middle class. “I 
don’t take my cues from the 
headline writers at newspa-
pers. I never have.”

Anthony Weiner ducks into a car after fielding questions from a 
mob of news reporters outside a Flushing senior center. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Weiner

Money

A plot of city-owned land measuring less than 1 square foot 
sits between the edge of an auto body shop’s parking lot and a 
Corona street corner, the result of a surveying error. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued from Page 1 
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man for the city Economic 
Development Corp.

The Harmony Group 
said it plans to keep the 
building’s Tennessee mar-
ble and limestone exterior.

The project is expected 
to cost more than $10 mil-
lion, according to the may-
or’s office.

The three-story, 
24,000-square-foot build-
ing, at 90-01 Beach Channel 
Drive, was built in 1932 and 
closed in 1962.

“The Harmony Group 
is excited to be the develop-
er of the Rockaway Court-
house,” said Uri Kaufman, 
president of the Harmony 
Group. “Once restored, this 
important landmark will 
once again serve the com-
munity by creating dozens 
of well-paying jobs and by 
providing quality, afford-
able health care.”

Officials hope the new 
medical center will fill the 
void left when Peninsula 
Hospital closed in May 2012 

due to bankruptcy. The 
Rockaway community cur-
rently has only one hospi-
tal serving the immediate 
area.

“For over 30 years, the 
Rockaway Courthouse has 
sat vacant, a profound waste 
of this beautiful building,” 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said in a statement. “With 
the recent closure of a ma-
jor nearby private hospital, 
this will help improve ac-
cess to important medical 
care.”

The project is estimat-
ed to bring 64 construction 
jobs and 45 permanent jobs 
according to the mayor’s of-
fice.

“The long-awaited de-
velopment of the Rockaway 
Courthouse is finally on the 
horizon,” Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall said. 
“This strategically located 
building, located near the 
entrance to the peninsula, 
was a neglected gem for 
decades that will now be 
polished for future use as a 
much-needed medical facil-
ity in an underserved com-
munity.

Continued from Page 1 

Courthouse
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Springfield Gardens is 

two-for-two when it comes 
to fighting unwanted busi-
nesses near the neighbor-
hood high school after the 
state rejected an applica-
tion for a liquor store across 
the street.

“The New York State 
Liquor Authority has dis-
approved the liquor license 
for the proposed liquor 
store across the street from 
Springfield [ Gardens]  High 
School and we ought to 
applaud that today,” City 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) said Fri-
day outside an under-con-
struction strip mall across 
from the school, which up 
until last year was the pro-
posed site of a hot-sheets 
motel. “I think it’s a great 
victory.”

Concerned communi-
ty members sent petitions 
to the authority express-
ing their disapproval after 

learning Gurmel Singh 
had filed an application in 
February to put the  Billa 
Wines & Liquor Inc. in the 

strip mall, Richards said. 
In a letter dated June 

12, the authority informed 
Singh his request had been 

shot down because he did 
not have a valid lease with 
his landlord, as required by 
statute.

Singh could not be 
reached for comment.

“I just want to put any 
businesses on notice today 
that if they intend to come 
to our community and build 
anything that is not going 
to build this community up, 
that they will not be here,” 
the councilman said. “You 
have an obligation when 
you come here to ensure ... 
that these children who go 
to this store are going to 
leave better and if you want 
to bring something here 
bring a library, bring some 
sort of tutoring center, but 
nothing that is going to kill 
their dreams.”

Richards stood with 
several community mem-
bers near the corner of 

Springfield Boulevard and 
North Conduit Avenue 
where construction is un-
der way on a strip mall on 
a site where the community 
had pushed back against a 
developer known for oper-
ating pay-by-the-hour ho-
tels.

Community members 
battled the developer for 
years, and after the city 
Department of Buildings 
pulled his construction 
permit in 2011 the site was 
quietly sold off to the For-
est Hills-based Platinum 
Realty Associates.

Fay Hill, of the Friends 
of Springfield Park, said 
her children all graduated 
from Springfield Gardens 
High, at 143-10 Springfield 
Blvd., and she never had 
to worry about them walk-
ing out of the school’s doors 
and into a liquor store. 

Councilman Donovan Richards holds up a rejection letter from the state Liquor Authority regarding a 
proposed liquor store near Springfield Gardens High School. Photo by Rich Bockmann

State denies permit for SE Queens liquor store
Springfi eld Gardens community claims victory over proposed spirit shop near high school
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Western Queens lead-
ers honored two late gay 
rights activists over the 
weekend with streets re-
named in their honor.

In Jackson Heights, 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) led 
a ceremony Saturday for 
Guillermo Vazquez at 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
where friends spoke about 
his work to prevent the 
spread of HIV and AIDS, 
which ultimately took 
Vazquez’s own life. 

About an hour later, 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was joined by City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) in Woodside 
to pay tribute to Lou Rispo-
li, who was beaten to death 
in October 2012. Police are 
still searching for two sus-
pects who were last seen 
with Rispoli walking on 
43rd Avenue in Sunnyside. 

Authorities believe the pair 
hit 62-year-old Rispoli over 
the head before fleeing to 
a waiting car. Immediately 
after the attack, he was 
placed in hospice care, and 
he died six days later.

In Jackson Heights, 
official unveiled the co-
named corner at 77th Street 
and Broadway for Vasquez 
after a tribute by elected of-
ficials, including U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and state Sens. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing). One 
of his friends recalled go-
ing into gay bars with the 
native of Colombia to advo-
cate for safe sex practices 
in return for his work with 
Latino organizations.

“He gave me a lecture,” 
joked Nayibe Nunez-Berger, 
the president of the Latin 
American Cultural Cen-
ter, of which Vazquez was 
a founding member. “And I 
said, ‘Ok. It’s a deal. If you 
come with me to a business 

and we will ask for money 
for the Latin American 
Cultural Center, I’ll go with 
you.’ And I became famil-
iar with all the gay bars 

in Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst.”

A former seminar-
ian, Vazquez founded the 
U.S. Colombian SIDA/

AIDS Foundation and was 
a member of the Empire 
State Pride Agenda and 
the Latino Commission on 
AIDS, as well as Queens 
Gays and Lesbians United 
and the Queens Lesbian 
and Gay Pride Committee. 
He worked in the communi-
ty outreach department for 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis.

“He was waiting for a 
position at GMHC that he 
found to be the best place 
in the world to work,” said 
friend Rafaela “Ronnie” 
Billini, former director of 
the AIDS Center of Queens 
County. 

Vazquez also took his 
community work overseas 
in 1995, when he traveled 
to his homeland of Colom-
bia and funded a recreation 
room in an AIDS hospice 
in Pereira. A year later, 
Vazquez died at the age of 
42 from complications of 
AIDS.

“Today is not about 
mourning but remember-

ing this extraordinary 
man who touched so many 
hearts,” Billini said. 

Van Bramer and Quinn 
renamed the corner of 51st 
Street and 43rd Avenue in 
Woodside for Rispoli, who 
lived in the community for 
more than 30 years.

An avid supporter of 
music and the arts, Rispoli 
served as a mentor to young 
musicians throughout New 
York City, according to Van 
Bramer’s office. He also 
worked as an administra-
tor at the Greenwich House 
Music School 

In his free time, Rispo-
li cooked and cared for 
friends with AIDS and HIV 
through his volunteer work 
with the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis, the councilman said.  
Rispoli had celebrated a 
year of legal marriage with 
Danyal Lawson, whom he 
had been with for 31 years, 
before he was murdered, 
Van Bramer said. Rispoli’s 
niece Christine ODonnell 

Boro lawmakers rename streets for gay activists

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) and Rispoli’s niece Christina 
ODonnell (r.) applaud after a commemorative sign in memory 
of Lou Rispoli is given to his husband, Danyal Lawson. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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