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BY RICH BOCKMANN

ExxonMobil owes the city 
nearly $105 million to help pay 
the cost of treating contami-
nated groundwater in southeast 
Queens, a federal appeals court 
ruled last week after the interna-
tional oil behemoth challenged 
the 2009 jury award.

A three-judge panel in Man-
hattan’s Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals last Friday affirmed 
a Brooklyn federal court jury 
award of $104.69 million in com-
pensatory damages after it found 
the Irving, Texas-based company 
liable for contaminating well 
water with methyl tertiary butyl 
ether  — a chemical additive used 
to reduce harmful emissions by 
increasing the oxygen level of 
gasoline.

“Yet again, this company 
— which carelessly polluted our 
groundwater supply — has been 

Continued on Page 54

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Western Queens leaders hon-
ored two late gay rights activists 
over the weekend with streets re-
named in their honor.

In Jackson Heights, Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) led a ceremony Satur-
day for Guillermo Vazquez at 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, where 
friends spoke about his work to 
prevent the spread of HIV and 
AIDS, which ultimately took 
Vazquez’s own life. 

About an hour later, Coun-

cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) was joined by City 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) in Woodside to 
pay tribute to Lou Rispoli, who 
was beaten to death in October 
2012. Police are still searching for 
two suspects who were last seen 
with Rispoli walking on 43rd Av-
enue in Sunnyside. Authorities 
believe the pair hit 62-year-old 
Rispoli over the head before flee-
ing to a waiting car. Immediately 
after the attack, he was placed in 
hospice care, and he died six days 

Continued on Page 54
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Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) and Rispoli’s niece Christina ODonnell (r.) ap-
plaud after a commemorative sign in memory of Lou Rispoli is given to his hus-
band, Danyal Lawson. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY CHRIS ENGELHARDT

Construction on the 
back lot of Kaufman Asto-
ria Studios officially kicked 
off two weeks ago, making 
way for New York City’s 
first outdoor film set.

Kaufman Studios shut 
down 36th Street between 
34th and 35th avenues in 
Astoria where construction 
commenced for the project. 
A spokeswoman for Quinn 
& Co., a Manhattan-based 
public relations firm for 
the studios, said the studios 
worked with the city and 
David Rockwell, an award-
winning architectural 
firm, to design the entry 
gate and rear gate as well 
as the streetscape of the 
studio lot. Work is expected 
to be completed by the fall, 
she said.

The spokeswoman 
noted that the outdoor lot, 
which will run from 34th 
to 35th avenues, will pro-
vide filmmakers with a 
controlled outdoor envi-
ronment where temporary 

sets can be constructed, 
stunts and car chases can 
be staged and large-scale 
equipment can be used.

It will also ensure for 
productions to shoot exteri-
or and special effects shots 
adjacent to sound stages. 
Ultimately, the back lot 
will enable Kaufman Stu-
dios to continue to attract a 
variety of world-class films 
and television series, the 
spokeswoman said.

Kaufman Studios was 
opened by the legendary 
Adolph Zuckor in 1920 and 
is now headed by Chair-
man George S. Kaufman, 
an active fixture in the film 
and real estate industries 
for more than 40 years, 
who took over the studio 
in 1980. He is on the boards 
of numerous philanthropic 
and civic organizations, 
including the Whitney Mu-
seum, the Fashion Institute 
of Technology, The Real Es-
tate Board of New York and 
the New York City Partner-
ship. He is also chairman 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2013 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4537 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  General: (718) 225-7117 — Editorial (718) 224-2934 
  Display: (718) 260-4537 — Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 E-MAIL:    Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4590   

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Springfield Gardens is 

two-for-two when it comes 
to fighting unwanted busi-
nesses near the neighbor-
hood high school after the 
state rejected an applica-
tion for a liquor store across 
the street.

“The New York State 
Liquor Authority has dis-
approved the liquor license 
for the proposed liquor 
store across the street from 
Springfield [ Gardens]  High 
School and we ought to 
applaud that today,” City 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) said Fri-
day outside an under-con-
struction strip mall across 
from the school, which up 
until last year was the pro-
posed site of a hot-sheets 
motel. “I think it’s a great 
victory.”

Concerned communi-
ty members sent petitions 
to the authority express-
ing their disapproval after 
learning Gurmel Singh 
had filed an application in 
February to put the  Billa 
Wines & Liquor Inc. in the 
strip mall, Richards said. 

In a letter dated June 
12, the authority informed 
Singh his request had been 
shot down because he did 
not have a valid lease with 
his landlord, as required by 
statute.

Singh could not be 
reached for comment.

“I just want to put any 
businesses on notice today 
that if they intend to come 
to our community and build 
anything that is not going 

to build this community up, 
that they will not be here,” 
the councilman said. “You 
have an obligation when 
you come here to ensure ... 
that these children who go 
to this store are going to 
leave better and if you want 
to bring something here 
bring a library, bring some 
sort of tutoring center, but 
nothing that is going to kill 
their dreams.”

Richards stood with 
several community mem-
bers near the corner of 
Springfield Boulevard and 
North Conduit Avenue 
where construction is un-
der way on a strip mall on 
a site where the community 
had pushed back against a 

developer known for oper-
ating pay-by-the-hour ho-
tels.

Community members 
battled the developer for 
years, and after the city 
Department of Buildings 
pulled his construction 
permit in 2011 the site was 
quietly sold off to the For-
est Hills-based Platinum 
Realty Associates.

Fay Hill, of the Friends 
of Springfield Park, said 
her children all graduated 
from Springfield Gardens 
High, at 143-10 Springfield 
Blvd., and she never had 
to worry about them walk-
ing out of the school’s doors 
and into a liquor store. 

“We don’t need this in 

our community,” she said. 
“We need quality of life in 
our community and we are 
going to implement quality 
of life.”

Rosedale Civic As-
sociation member Irnel 
Stephan reiterated the sen-
timent. 

“We are pleased to win 
this victory and we are also 
ready to fight any other 
battles regarding any orga-
nization that tries to attack 
our children, to attack our 
way of life,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574. Construction crews are working to build an outdoor film set in 

Astoria. Photo by Christina Santucci

Councilman Donovan Richards holds up a rejection letter from the state Liquor Authority regarding a 
proposed liquor store near Springfield Gardens High School. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Kaufman begins work 
on outdoor movie lot

State nixes liquor store 
Springfi eld Gds. claims victory over proposed biz near high school

Continued on Page 9
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The old Rockaway 

courthouse, abandoned for 
decades, will soon undergo 
a makeover as it becomes 
a medical center, officials 
said.

The Albany-based Har-
mony Group, a real estate 
company known for reha-
bilitating historic proper-
ties throughout New York 
state, was selected in April 
to restore and transform 
the vacant building into a 
state-of-the-art medical fa-
cility, according to city of-
ficials.

Last month, the Queens 
Borough Board gave its 
final approval for the proj-
ect. The city is in contract 
with the group to sell the 
property for $50,000, and 
the closing and beginning 
of construction are antici-
pated for 2014, according to 

Patrick Muncie, a spokes-
man for the city Economic 
Development Corp.

The Harmony Group 
said it plans to keep the 
building’s Tennessee mar-
ble and limestone exterior.

The project is expected 
to cost more than $10 mil-
lion, according to the may-
or’s office.

The three-story, 
24,000-square-foot build-
ing, at 90-01 Beach Channel 
Drive, was built in 1932 and 
closed in 1962.

“The Harmony Group 
is excited to be the develop-
er of the Rockaway Court-
house,” said Uri Kaufman, 
president of the Harmony 
Group. “Once restored, this 
important landmark will 
once again serve the com-
munity by creating dozens 
of well-paying jobs and by 
providing quality, afford-
able health care.”

Officials hope the new 
medical center will fill the 
void left when Peninsula 
Hospital closed in May 2012 
due to bankruptcy. The 
Rockaway community cur-
rently has only one hospi-
tal serving the immediate 
area.

“For over 30 years, the 
Rockaway Courthouse has 
sat vacant, a profound waste 

of this beautiful building,” 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said in a statement. “With 
the recent closure of a ma-
jor nearby private hospital, 
this will help improve ac-
cess to important medical 
care.”

The project is estimat-
ed to bring 64 construction 
jobs and 45 permanent jobs 
according to the mayor’s of-

fice.
“The long-awaited de-

velopment of the Rockaway 
Courthouse is finally on the 
horizon,” Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall said. 
“This strategically located 
building, located near the 
entrance to the peninsula, 
was a neglected gem for 
decades that will now be 
polished for future use as a 

much-needed medical facil-
ity in an underserved com-
munity.

“With only one hospi-
tal on the peninsula, this 
resource is much-needed 
and I am grateful to the 
Bloomberg administration 
and the Harmony Group for 
taking on the challenges of 
restoring this building to 
a use that Rockaway resi-
dents sorely need.”

The center will be 
staffed by Rockaway ASC 
Development LLC, a group 
of 10 physicians specializ-
ing in ophthalmology, urol-
ogy, obstetrics, gynecology 
and orthopedics.

The space will offer 
medical and outpatient sur-
gical services.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Built in 1932, the Rockaway courthouse has sat vacant for decades. The city has a plan in place to re-
store it and turn it into a medical facility. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Old Rockaway Courthouse to become medical center
Facility to house ten doctors from Rockaway ASC Development, fi lling void left by Peninsula closure
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BY JOE ANUTA

A former foe of city 
Comptroller John Liu 
helped emcee a Flushing 
campaign event this week 
for one of his rivals in the 
mayoral race: scandal-
scarred Anthony Weiner.

Deep in Liu territory, 
neighborhood activist Eth-
el Chen defended Weiner’s 
recent revelations that 
he continued his sexting 
spree a year after resign-
ing from office in June 
2011, although more events 
continued to add fuel to the 
media firestorm in the days 
afterward.

“I think that’s per-
sonal — between he and his 
wife. He didn’t do anything 
against the law. He didn’t 
call for prostitute. He didn’t 
have affair,” Chen said 
Monday outside the Nan 
Shan Senior Center, where 
Weiner had just spoken. 
“We are looking for a can-
do candidate. We are not 
looking for a priest.”

Chen said area resi-
dents would be making 
their decision Sept. 10 
based on who would be the 
best mayor and would not 
blindly follow Liu because 
he is Chinese.

“I think [Weiner] is 
very charming, that is why 
a lot of people like him,” 
said Chen, who said she first 
met him before his election 
to Congress in 1999.

In the last citywide 
race, Liu crushed the com-
petition in the downtown 
Flushing area. Running 
in a Democratic primary 
for comptroller in 2009, he 

received 3,807 votes out of 
5,555 in the predominately 
Asian enclave, which trans-
lates to about 70 percent of 
the vote.

He netted more than 
five times the number of 
ballots than his closest 
competitor, who received 
only 720 pulls of the lever, 
according to data from the 
city Board of Elections.

Chen, who translated 
Weiner’s comments Mon-
day, sued Liu in an attempt 
to invalidate his  2001 City 
Council race, but the comp-
troller eventually won. 
 Chen has had a chilly re-
lationship with him since, 
according to political 
sources.

Elderly voters at the se-
nior center received Wein-
er, whose transliterated 
name in Mandarin is “Wei 
Nai Ah,” with a mixture of 
warmth and indifference.

“We have to make it 
safer for our seniors in 
their homes, but also safer 
for them when they cross 
the street,” said Weiner, 
who pledged to keep senior 
centers open and tackle 
thorny issues like afford-
able housing. “It’s getting 
more and more dangerous 
for them everyday. Cross-
ing Main Street, you have 
to be an Olympic sprinter 
to get across safely.”

He even tried out a few 
Chinese phrases, netting 
laughs and applause.

While nailing “hello,” 
Weiner stumbled over more 
complicated sentences, at 
one point turning to Chen 

BY JOE ANUTA

Four candidates for 
borough president pledged 
to create more senior cen-
ters and advocate for better 
transportation at a forum 
in Sunnyside last week.

Sunnyside Community 
Services hosted the panel, 
which drew more than 100 
 spectators and featured Re-
publican business owner 
Tony Arcabascio, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
former Democratic state 
Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz and City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria).

Avoiding political sui-
cide, each of the candidates 
railed against cuts to the 
city Department for the 
Aging, pledged to fight for 
the borough’s share of the 
budgetary pie and vowed to 
push for expanded services 
for Queens’ graying popula-
tion, which according to the 
event’s emcee, NY1 anchor 
Rocco Vertuccio, is the fast-
est growing segment of the 
city’s population.

Arcabascio lamented 
the city’s fiscal woes, but 

said there is only so much 
money to be squeezed from 
the budget. The GOPer 
wants to pump money into 
senior services by compel-
ling the private sector to 
chip in.

“One of the things we 
have to do is to stop rely-
ing on the government to 
always support us,” he said. 
“We need private-public 
partnerships.”

Asking utility compa-
nies, for example, to con-
tribute to programs for the 
elderly would take some of 
the burden off government.

Avella hopes to make 

centers for the elderly more 
accessible.

“I personally believe 
we should have a senior 
center in every neighbor-
hood,” he said, adding 
that the borough president 
should work with other 
arms of government to cre-
ate a dedicated source of 
funding instead of subject-
ing the cash to whims of the 
annual budget dance.

During the tenure of 
former Borough President 
Claire Shulman, Katz said 
she was in charge of run-
ning a monthly powwow 
with representatives from 

major city agencies to dis-
cuss ongoing problems, but 
more work is needed.

“It is not enough,” she 
said. “If you want to talk 
about hands-on, the bor-
ough president needs to be 
hands-on. There needs to 
be meetings for seniors.”

She said she would like 
to specifically identify ar-
eas of Queens where public 
transportation is not up to 
snuff.

Vallone said he would 
create a bureau within the 
borough president’s office 
dedicated to addressing 

BY JOE ANUTA

State Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) gave his 
endorsement to one candi-
date for borough president, 
but forked over nearly 
$4,000 to another earlier in 
the year.

The Senate minority 
leader gave the nod to City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) May 29, but 
months earlier pumped 
cash into state Sen. Tony 
Avella’s (D-Bayside) cof-
fers. The two candidates 
have become increasingly 
bitter rivals in a Democrat-
ic primary, which also in-
cludes former state Assem-
blywoman Melinda Katz, to 
replace Borough President 
Helen Marshall.

“Peter Vallone Jr. and 
I have served the people of 
western Queens together 
for more than a decade,” 

Gianaris said in a May 
statement. “In that time, I 
have come to know Peter 
to be a public servant of 

great integrity who cares 
deeply about the people he 
represents. I am proud to 
support his efforts to bring 
that level of commitment to 
all of Queens as our next 
borough president.”

Gianaris did not give 
Vallone any cash, but three 
months before that en-
dorsement the lawmaker 
dished out $3,850 to Avella 
— the maximum allowed 
by campaign laws and the 
largest contribution in the 
lawmaker’s war chest.

Now that the Demo-
cratic field has been whit-
tled down to three contend-
ers, political observers 
believe Avella and Vallone 
are competing for many of 
the same votes, meaning 

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) received cash for his borough campaign 
from Sen. Michael Gianaris (r.), but City Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (inset) snagged Gianaris’ endorsement.

Republican Tony Arcabascio (l.-r.), Senator Tony Avella, former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz and 
Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. discuss senior issues at a recent forum. Photo by Joe Anuta

Anthony Weiner ducks into a car after fielding questions from a 
mob of news reporters outside a Flushing senior center. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Astoria senator splits support in race

Beep fi eld woos senior vote
Borough president hopefuls tackle elderly issues at Sunnyside forum

Weiner wades deep 
into Liu territory

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58
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BY PHIL CORSO

Queens lawmakers 
were unable to get the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to include 
co-ops and condos when 
doling out grant money af-
ter severe storms and now 
stand behind legislation 
that would force them to do 
so if passed.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) introduced a 
bill Tuesday that would ul-
timately rewrite the federal 
Stafford Act to make co-op 
and condo associations eli-
gible for the same federal 
aid as other homeowners in 
the wake of disaster, ending 
what he and others called a 
discriminatory policy. The 
lawmaker joined with co-
op presidents and elected 
officials earlier this year 
after noting the homeown-
ers were being barred from 
federal aid to recover from 
Superstorm Sandy because 
of an inaccurate classifica-

tion in the law’s fine print.
“A storm does not dis-

criminate where it hits, 
and FEMA should not be 
discriminating against 
what type of homeowners 
it helps,” Israel said. “It 
seems clear that FEMA’s 
policy is the result of not 
understanding the role of 
co-ops and condos in our 
community.”

FEMA currently labels 
co-op and condos as busi-
ness associations, which 
qualify only for federal 
loans and not grant money. 
Israel said Congress must 
now rewrite the Stafford 
Act, which oversees how 
FEMA distributes recov-
ery grant money, to include 
the groups in its federal aid 
package along with other 
homeowners.

A FEMA spokesman 
said residents who live in 
co-op and condo organiza-
tions do,  in fact, qualify 
for emergency grant money 
through the agency’s In-

dividual Assistance pro-
gram, depending on their 
agreements with the asso-
ciations overseeing them.

But any damages to 

common areas owned by 
the co-op or condo boards 
can only be addressed 
through the U.S. Small 
Business Association’s re-

pair loans program.
That distinction has 

created a gray area be-
tween homeowners, their 
co-op and condo boards and 

the federal government. 
The disconnect hit hardest 
in New York City and par-
ticularly northeast Queens 
because of the area’s high 
concentration of unique co-
op and condo housing.

Israel stood beside 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) at a Bay 
Terrace news conference 
Monday calling on Con-
gress to pass the bipartisan 
legislation.

Bay Terrace Co-op 
Section I President War-
ren Schreiber said his com-
munity sustained roughly 
$100,000 in damages after 
Hurricane Sandy and re-
pair costs have fallen onto 
the shoulders of its share-
holders who live there.

“We don’t have the 
luxury of waiting to make 
the repairs,” he said. “This 
is long overdue legislation 
that will hopefully address 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

On a final stop in a 
weekend geared toward 
examining immigration in 
New York City, federal law-
makers gathered in Jackson 
Heights to hear the story of 
how one of their own ended 
up in this country and to 
listen to advocates and a 
young woman whose im-
migration status remains 
somewhat in limbo.

“My family’s story, 
like so many, began when 
my grandparents fled an-
ti-Semitic persecution in 
Russia to come to America. 
Widowed at a young age, 
my grandmother raised her 
two sons as a single-mother 
in the segregated South,” 
U.S. House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor (R-Va.) told fel-
low members of Congress 

and the audience inside the 
Jackson Heights Jewish 
Center Saturday. “With lit-
tle but her thrift and faith 
she worked hard to ensure 
her children could realize 
the promise of this great 
country.”

The event was the fi-
nal stop in The Faith & 
Politics Institute’s Becom-
ing America Congressional 
Pilgrimage, which includ-
ed U.S. representatives as 
well as U.S. Sen. Mazie Hi-
rono (D-Hawaii) from both 
sides of the aisle and from 
around the country. Reps. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Mario Diaz 
Balart (R-Fla.) served as 
the events’ honorary co-
leaders.

Balart credited Crow-
ley with serving as the 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Residents of Sunnyside 
rallied last week in protest 
against what they said was 
deafening noise day and 
night from construction on 
the East Side Access proj-
ect.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) was joined by more 
than 50 residents demand-
ing that the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
lower the level of din from 
the construction by the 
Long Island Rail Road for 
the one-seat ride to Man-
hattan.

“This is not a game,” 
Van Bramer said.

“The MTA is in di-
rect violation of the rules 
and guidelines they are 
legally obligated to work 
under. We should not have 
to suffer as a result of ear-
splitting construction that 

is occurring on weekends 
and after-hours to the dead 
of night,” Van Bramer said. 
“I will continue to fight to 
ensure the MTA abides by 
the rules and regulations 
they are supposed to follow 
in order to maintain the 
quality of life we once had 
before this construction 
began.”

Some Sunnyside resi-

dents complained that pile 
drivers and other equip-
ment had caused fractures 
in the walls and ceilings of 
their homes.

The East Side Access, 
which will allow Long Is-
land Rail Road trains into 
Grand Central Terminal, is 
scheduled to be completed 
in 2019.

In Manhattan, U.S. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) hailed a milestone 
in construction of another 
giant mass transit project, 
which is part of the East 
Side Access plan. Maloney 
announced that the work on 
the Second Avenue subway 
had completed the halfway 
point in Phase 1.

“Six years ago, when 
the ground was broken for 
this project, there were 
many skeptics who are now 
starting to have to eat their 
words,” she said.

The new subway route 
must be completed before 
LIRR trains can start roll-
ing into Grand Central Ter-
minal, which is served by 
the Lexington Avenue line. 
The 4, 5 and 6 trains already 
transport 40 percent of the 
city’s subway ridership and 
cannot absorb thousands 
of new riders from Long Is-
land and Queens.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) speaks about residents’ 
complaints of noise from construction of the East Side Access 
project in Sunnyside. Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (c.) stands with co-op presidents and elected officials to outline legislation that 
would require the Federal Emergency Management Agency to include them in disaster relief grant 
money. Photo by Phil Corso

Sunnysiders blast East Side Access noiseU.S. reps visit Jax Hts
for immigration talk

Israel bill calls on FEMA to include co-ops
Legislation would force federal agency to cover costs of condo owners’ disaster relief

Continued on Page 58 Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Much of the debate 

surrounding the proposed 
QueensWay has been 
framed as an either-or is-
sue: reactivate train ser-
vice along the abandoned 
Rockaway Beach rail route 
or redevelop it into park-
land, similar to Manhat-
tan’s High Line.

But a group of citizens 
who live along the aban-
doned rail line, including 
the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association, have a 
third idea: do nothing.

Neil Giannelli is the 
unofficial spokesman for 
a group of more than 200 
residents who live on 98th 
Street in Woodhaven, from 
Park Lane South to Atlan-
tic Avenue. In his “No Way 
QueensWay” blog, he is 
openly critical of all plans 
to redevelop the rail line.

The rail line, original-
ly a part of the Long Island 
Rail Road system, has sat 
in disrepair since service 

stopped in 1962.
In 2001, Giannelli and 

his wife, Sonia Lugo, pur-
chased a home adjacent 
to it because of the large 
backyard and the privacy it 
offered, a rare find among 
New York City’s cramped 
neighborhoods.

The back of the house 
faces the rail line, which is 
overgrown with 60-year-old 
trees and brush.

They now worry that 
if the QueensWay happens, 
they will have to deal with 
issues of privacy, security 
and diminishing property 
values.

“I bought this house 
because I thought it was 
perfect,” he said. “For some-
one to come in and tell me 
they’re going to improve on 
it, that is the height of arro-
gance.”

Giannelli said he has 
been portrayed as an ob-
structionist NIMBY and as 
David in the biblical tale of 
David and Goliath.

“I’m not comfortable 

in this role,” he said. “I 
don’t want to have to do 
this. But we just want to be 
left alone.”

The couple acknowl-
edged that they may seem 
selfish by trying to protect 
their own interests.

“But I think they’re 
being more selfish,” Lugo 
said. “They plan out this 
big project and don’t even 

talk to the locals.”
They also worry that 

a park could bring new 
development, leading to 
increased gentrification in 
Queens.

“Increasingly, the real 
estate interests are tak-
ing over,” Giannelli said. 
“We’ve sold off pieces of the 
city.”

Giannelli pointed out 

that part of the rail line 
runs above auto body shops 
and tow truck companies. 
He anticipates those small 
businesses will leave if new 
development comes.

“Are they going to 
throw out these guys mak-
ing $25 an hour for col-
lege-age baristas making 
minimum wage?” he said. 
“They’re going to knock 
down businesses so other 
businesses can be built on 
their ashes.”

The couple took issue 
with a March New York 
Times op-ed, “A High Line 
in Queens: Just Imagine 
the Food.” In it the news-
paper envisions small 
shops and stands along the 
walkway that could feature 
“cheese guava buns, dim 
sum dumplings, pani puri 
or yam fufu. Peckish stroll-
ers would not be limited to 
hotdogs and ice cream, but 
could savor foods created 
by immigrant Queens chefs 
from around the globe.”

The couple — point-

ing to Queens’ well-known 
cultural diversity — said 
the nearby mom-and-pop 
shops offering authentic 
ethnic cuisine could take 
a financial hit if they have 
to compete with new food 
offerings.

“You want oxtail soup? 
Go here,” Giannelli said, 
pointing to his neighbor’s 
home next door. “You want 
empanadas? Go across the 
street. We live cultural di-
versity. We don’t need to 
preserve it.”

The QueensWay con-
cept will undergo a $400,000 
feasibility study, which is 
being funded by a grant 
provided by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s office.

The push to reactivate 
train service, believed to be 
a need by Rockaways resi-
dents who face intermina-
ble travel times to and from 
the peninsula, has been 
gaining momentum.

But some say it would 
just be impossible: a 2001 

Neil Giannelli explains how close his backyard is to the decommis-
sioned Rockaway Beach line. One group of citizens wants to turn 
the line into a park, while others want to reactivate train service. 
Giannelli wants it to be left alone. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Woodhaven residents oppose Queens ‘High Line’

The Myrtle Avenue Busi-
ness Improvement District 
(MABID), the Ridgewood Lo-
cal Development Corporation 
and  Grow NYC celebrated 
the opening of the 2013 Youth-
market Green Market on Sat-
urday, July 13th at the Ridge-
wood Veteran’s Triangle at 
Myrtle & Cypress Avenues.  A 
“Teen Battle Chef” cooking 
demonstration from Family-
Cook Productions was part of 
the event and will continue on 
select Saturdays throughout 
the season.    The Ridgewood 
Youthmarket, now in its sixth 
season, will be open at Myrtle 
& Cypress Avenues every Sat-

Ridgewood Youthmarket Kicks Off Its 6th Year
A D V E R T I S E M E N T

urday 10 am – 3 pm until November 23rd. 
The Youthmarket is operated by local 

teenagers with adult supervision. They 
receive nutrition training and learn 
about the value of regional farming to 
communities and the environment and 
get involved in planning, organizing, 
managing and promoting their market. 
They learn the fundamentals of record-
keeping and financial management and 

make decisions about product selection, 
and pricing. 

Youthmarkets are urban farmstands 
supplied by local farmers and operated 
by youths to provide fresh healthy foods 
to their communities. These alternative 
markets expand the reach of Greenmar-
ket farmers by bringing high quality 
fresh fruits and vegetables to more neigh-
borhoods throughout the city.

banking at QsideFCU.org.

BETTER FOR PEOPLE
NOT FOR PROFIT, 

e big bank agenda. 

g Online Banking 
g Home Loans                   
g Personal Loans             
g Vehicle Loans  

g Savings Accounts
g Free Checking
g  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
g Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA

Continued on Page 58
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@ JohnCats2013 @ JCats2013www.CATS2013.com
Paid for by the CATS2013 Committee

SUPPORT OUR
POLICE

JJOOHHNN  CCAATTSSIIMMAATTIIDDIISS
Candidate for Mayor 2013

Don’t Turn New York Into Chicago!

• 13,212 murders in the 11 years BEFORE Mayor Bloomberg
• 5,849 murders in the 11 years DURING Mayor Bloomberg

That’s 7,383 lives saved!
As Mayor, I Will See That Our Police Dept. Is

Allowed To Continue This Excellent Work
Through The Outstanding Command Of Police Commissioner Ray Kelly:

• This year, murders are down 29% from the 50-year low in 2012.
• They stop & question individuals about whom they have reasonable

suspicion - a widely used and lawful police tactic upheld by the
U.S. Supreme Court in 1968.

• In 2012 civilian complaints were the lowest in five years. That’s
progress - and a trend we need to continue!

To Keep New Yorkers Safe, We Must
Handcuff The Criminals, NOT Our Police!

Keep New York City Safe!

Our Police Department Has Made New York City One Of
The SAFEST Big Cities In The USA
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MASPETH — Thieves used a stolen 
backhoe in an attempt to break into a 
Chase Bank and steal the ATM inside, but 
could not break it open, police said.

The suspects got their hands on the 
$200,000 vehicle at a nearby construction 
company after snipping a padlock off a 30-
foot fence before trying to break into the 
48th Street bank early Saturday morning, 
the New York Post reported. They broke 
into the bank with the machinery and 
fled after failing to break into the ATM, 
the Post reported.

Police said the thieves were responsi-
ble for at least 10 other robberies through-

out the city and used vehicles to break 
into their past hits as well.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

POLICE 

Blotter

NYPD search for man who touched woman

Police investigate the robbery of the Chase 
Bank in Maspeth. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

JACKSON HEIGHTS — An 
armed band of thieves broke into 
a Jackson Heights apartment last 
week and demanded cash from the 
two teenagers inside, police said.

One of the four suspects was 
armed with a black firearm when 
they opened the unlocked front 
door of the basement abode July 
23, according to the NYPD. The sus-
pects demanded cash and property from a 13-year-old girl and 15-year-old boy inside 
before helping themselves to money and jewelry and then fleeing, cops said. 

Before making a getaway from the home invasion, the suspects were caught on 
camera.

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police were 
looking for a man who allegedly grabbed 
a woman’s butt at the Jackson Heights 
subway station on 74th Street Wednesday, 
the NYPD said.

The suspect, described as a 6-foot and 
200-pound black man with a scar or skin 
condition on his left shoulder, encoun-
tered the woman as he entered and she 
exited an elevator at about 7:25 p.m.

ROSEDALE — A 23-year-old man was killed after 
his 2013 Lexus SUV struck a fence and a pole in Rosedale 
early Sunday, the NYPD said.

Police were called at about 5 a.m. to Merrick and 
Brookville boulevards, where they found the man un-
conscious and unresponsive, cops said. After medics 
arrived, they pronounced the driver at the scene, police 
said. As of Tuesday evening, police had not yet released 
the driver’s identity.

The NYPD said no one else was injured in the sin-
gle-car crash and the investigation was ongoing.

Surveillance footage shows the four suspects 
wanted in connection with a home invasion. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Police examine the Lexus 
SUV which the NYPD said 
struck a fence and a pole. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Thieves use backhoe for bank heist: Cops

SUV driver dies in Rosedale crash

Suspects sought in Jax Hts home invasion

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BY LISA AUTZ

One Queens woman 
would have lost her life sav-
ings if it were not for the 
good will of two strangers.

Michael Downer and 
Fred Alsterberg were hon-
ored by Borough President 
Helen Marshall Wednes-
day for recovering and 
returning about $5,000 in 
cash to Magda Castillo, the 
Kew Gardens resident who 
stashed it an old fridge that 
was taken away.

Two weeks ago, Magda 
Castillo’s sister dumped her 
old refrigerator with the 
forgotten cash at Atlantic 
Recycling in South Ozone 
Park. Castillo returned 
to the scrap yard the next 
morning in a panic and ap-
proached the employee, Al-
sterberg.

Alsterberg, a tow truck 
driver for Atlantic Recy-
cling, hunted for the refrig-
erator among the heaps of 
scrap metal but found noth-
ing.

“She blessed herself 
with the sign of the cross 
and went on her way,” said 
Alsterberg, describing Cas-
tillo after she assumed her 
money was gone for good.

Alsterberg then ap-
proached Michael Downer, 
the manager, with the issue 
at hand. Downer vaguely 
recalled where the fridge 
had been dumped and even-
tually found it amid a pile 

of car metal. Together they 
pried open the smashed 
metal to find plastic bags 
filled with cash inside.

At that point Castillo 
had left without giving any 
contact information, so 
both men notified the me-
dia that they had found her 
money. Soon after Castillo 
arrived at the scrap yard 
and awarded Downer $300 
for finding the cash.

“It was the right thing 
to do,” said Downer. “It was 
money for her mortgage.”

At Queens Borough 
Hall, the two men were 
given citations of honor by 
Marshall in recognition 
of their diligence and hon-
esty.

“Its not every day that 
someone at a job finds 5,000 
in cash and returns it,” 
Marshall said. “These men 
are heros.”

Both humbly accepted 
their awards and hoped to 
inspire more good Samari-
tans.

“It feels very nice to 
get this award,” said Al-
sterberg. “There are a lot of 
thieves in this world.”

While posing for pho-
tos, Marshall pointed to the 
two flags on either side of 
them.

“This is the flag of our 
country and this is the flag 
of our borough and these 
men have honored both of 
them,” said Marshall.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

It’s safe to say that 
every square inch of New 
York City real estate has 
been considered for its po-
tential value, but a small 
plot of land on the corner 
of an oddly shaped block in 
Corona puts a new perspec-
tive on the obsession over 
square footage. 

One way to look at the 
city is through its tax maps. 
Every borough is broken 
down into blocks and every 
block is divvied up into a 
number of lots.

But the act of mapping 
them is more an art than 
a science, and across the 
city’s maps there are more 
than 1,000 leftover slices 
of the Big Apple known as 
“gutterspaces” or “sliver 
plots” – idiosyncrasies of 
surveying that cannot be 
developed because they are 
either too small, too oddly 
shaped or inaccessible.

“They’re the results of 
discrepancies of a survey 
done for a lot,” explained 
Queens Village-based sur-
veyor Jarko Krawczyk. 
“All these lots [on a block] 
are supposed to create one 
closed complex, but when 
you treat every single one, 
you start to get overlap-
ping, creating gaps because 
of the level of calculation 
needed to be done for some 
of these properties.”

“The chance of making 
an error is big, especially 
on lots that are irregular,” 
he added. “Every surveyor 
is going to treat the infor-
mation he has differently.”

Surveyors like stan-
dard and uniform lots, but 
with its miles of coastline 
and street grids that col-
lide with each other mania-
cally — Krawczyk said the 
winding streets of Jamaica 
Estates are a surveyor’s 

nightmare — Queens has 
a disproportional share of 
these virtually unusable 
plots.

One of the tiniest tax 
lots in the city is wedged 
into a nook like the last 
piece of a puzzle between 
an auto-shop parking lot 
and the corner of Van Do-
ren and 108th streets in 
Corona.

At just under 1 square 
foot it is unique for its size 
— other gutterspaces can 
run up to several hundred 
square feet — but is oth-
erwise treated much the 
same as any other lot that 
gets assessed for taxes each 
year. (In case you were 
wondering, property taxes 
on a square-foot lot in Co-
rona would run you about a 
$2 and change a year.)

There are 510 gutter-
spaces in the borough to-
taling a little more than 99 
acres worth of space — or 
about the size of the beach 
along the Atlantic coastline 
of the Rockaway Peninsula 
— according to the land-
access advocacy group 596 
Acres, which meticulously 
mapped out every last one. 

Staten Island, Brooklyn, 
Manhattan and the Bronx 
combined account for an-
other 168.7 acres of lost 
space.

But the fact that none 
of these slivers of property 
are likely to attract any 
real estate investors does 
not mean they are without 
value. Most of the city’s gut-
terspaces are owned by the 
Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services, 
which used to unload them 
— along with more profit-
able plots — through public 
auctions.

In the 1970s, a Manhat-
tanite named Jack Gasnick 
reportedly bought nearly 30 
gutterspaces the city sold 
through public auctions, 
including plots in Jamaica 
Bay, Fresh Meadows and 
Elmhurst, where an apple 
tree grew.

In 1973 and 1974, down-
town artist Gordon Matta-
Clark purchased 14 gutter-
spaces in Queens and one 
in Staten Island for $25 to 
$75 apiece through public 
auctions the city held. He 
dubbed these properties 
his “Fake Estates” and in-

tended to amass the maps, 
deeds and other documen-
tation into an “anarchitec-
tual” exhibit.

Matta-Clark died of 
cancer in 1978 before see-
ing his vision completed, 
but in 2005 the Queens Mu-
seum of Art exhibited his 
pieces, complete with tours 
of the sites in the borough. 
In 2010, Albany passed a 
law allowing the city to sell 
these lots directly to adja-
cent property owners, and 
DCAS  said it no longer auc-
tions off gutterspaces.

But Matthew Higgs, 
director of a downtown art 
space Matta-Clark founded 
in 1970, said a shoebox-sized 
plot of land would certainly 
pique the artist’s interest.

“It’s an amazing idea 
that you could own 1 square 
foot of New York City. You 
can see why people buy 
parts of the desert. It’s part 
of the American myth that 
everyone can own property, 
albeit just 1 foot square,” he 
said. “It’s paradoxical and 
comedic, but at the same 
time it’s a real, tangible 
piece of the city.”

A plot of city-owned land measuring less than 1 square foot sits between the edge of an 
auto body shop’s parking lot and a Corona street corner, the result of a surveying error. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall honors Fred Alsterberg 
(l.) and Michael Downer after finding and returning $5,000 to a 
Queens woman. Photo by Lisa Autz

Little lots cover the boro
Queens has colorful history with leftover bits of surveyed land

Scrap dealers saluted
for fi nding lost cash

of the Fashion Center Busi-
ness Improvement District.

The studio has at-

tracted a number of neigh-
bors and partnerships over 
time, including the Frank 
Sinatra School of the Arts, 
the Museum of the Moving 
Image, the Queens Council 
on the Arts and the Astoria 

Performing Arts Center.
An array of movies and 

television shows have been 
shot at Kaufman Studios 
over the years, including 
“Sesame Street,” “Nurse 
Jackie,” “Men in Black 3,” 

“The Smurfs” and “The 
Bourne Legacy.” It is now 
home to such favorites as 
Amazon’s new series “Al-
pha House” and Netflix’s 
new series “Orange Is the 
New Black.”

Continued from Page 2 

Kaufman



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 2

-8
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
10

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
After two years on the 

job overseeing downtown 
Jamaica’s main retail cor-
ridor, the executive director 
of the Jamaica Center Busi-
ness Improvement District 
is leaving to take a similar 
position in Brooklyn.

Executive Director 
Laurel Brown, who spent 
two years as the BID’s oper-
ations manager before tak-
ing the top job in 2011, said 
she has accepted a posi-
tion doing “the same stuff, 
downtown management” 
in Brooklyn.

“I’ll wait until my em-
ployers release their press 
release,” she said.

The BID has formed an 
executive search commit-
tee to find a replacement.

Brown was one of 
three BID executives from 
across the city to be hon-
ored in July with a 2013 

leadership award from the 
city Department of Small 
Business Services, which 
oversees the five boroughs’ 
67 BIDs.

The department rec-
ognized Brown for making 
the district, which stretch-
es along Jamaica Avenue 
from Sutphin Boulevard to 
169th Street, into a “thriv-
ing business hub.”

Under Brown’s stew-
ardship, the BID has 
implemented several well-
received programs, such as 
a fashion show now in its 
second year and a retail-
attraction initiative.

“It’s a concerted effort 
to help influence the retail 
mix of the district,” she 
said, explaining the BID 
took on an increased role 
in gathering and sharing 
information about consum-
er demand. “We’ve had a 
significant number of con-
versations [with prospec-

tive retailers] in the short 
time since we launched the 
program.”

There were high hopes 
for the district when the 
city rezoned 368 blocks in 
downtown Jamaica in 2007 
to revitalize the area, but 
the recession hit and devel-
opment did not take off as 
expected.

In 2010, an Applebee’s 
restaurant opened on Ja-
maica Avenue and plans 
for a new hotel and retail 
center outside the BID 
have been announced, 
but so far the district has 
not experienced the sort 
of renaissance downtown 
Brooklyn’s Fulton Mall, a 
similar retail area, is expe-
riencing.  

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.Laurel Brown (third from l.) counts her retail promotion initiatives, such as “Jamaica Revealed,” 

among her successes as executive director of the Jamaica Center Business Improvement District. 
Photo courtesy Laurel Brown

Executive director of Jamaica Center BID takes new post
Downtown commercial corridor is searching for a new leader to head up promotional initiatives

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A 17-year-old Wood-

haven girl was viciously at-
tacked with a knife in front 
of her home Monday night, 
police said.

At 11:25 p.m., Natasha 
Martinez was walking 
home from work at the Mc-
Donald’s on 101st Avenue 
about seven blocks away.

As she was approach-
ing her 85th Street home in 
a residential neighborhood, 
a male suspect followed 
her and then stabbed her 
repeatedly in the back and 
torso.

Her mother was home 
and discovered her after 
hearing her screams. Mar-
tinez was immediately 
taken to Jamaica Hospital 
and was reported to be in 
stable condition, according 
to police.

Police said the attack 
was apparently unpro-
voked. The only description 
police have of the suspect is 
that he was a male wearing 
a hooded sweatshirt. They 
released surveillance video 

of who they believe may be 
the attacker.

Police are investigat-
ing to see whether the inci-
dent is tied to another from 
June in which a Queens 
Village woman was stabbed 
multiple times in the throat. 
According to the New York 
Post, Kerline Denizard, 
36, was returning home 
from work at about 4:45 
a.m. when a man in a black 
hoodie approached her and 
attacked her.

“We’re looking at simi-
larities between this and 
an event that happened 
in Queens, it’s a distance 
away — 105th Precinct — 
that happened on June 25,” 

Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly told NBC New York 
on Wednesday. “We’re see-
ing if it’s a pattern here.”

By Wednesday after-
noon, the blood that stained 
the sidewalk in front of the 
house had been cleaned. 
Only a few pieces of police 
tape remained.

Carlos Peon, a next-
door neighbor, said he is an 
acquaintance of the Marti-
nez family.

“We look out for each 
other,” he said. “This block 
really has that neighbor-
hood feeling.”

Peon said he was home 
when the stabbing hap-
pened, but was unaware 

of the incident until his 
daughter came home and 
told him she saw police 
tape outside.

“My head is spinning. 
Not only is she young, but 
it’s not like she was out par-
tying or anything,” he said 
about Martinez.

Peon described the 
17-year-old as a nice, quiet 
girl.

“The last time I saw 
her was a week ago when 
she was doing the laundry 
for her family,” he said.

Already wary of the 
neighborhood, Peon said 
he does not allow his own 
daughter, who is 24, to walk 
the streets alone.

He said there is a mini-
mal police presence in the 
area “except for the ones 
who write tickets,” he said.

No one at the Marti-
nez home came to the door 
Wednesday afternoon.

Police are encouraging 
anyone with information 
about the stabbing to call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS. All calls will be kept 
confidential.

Police released a surveillance image of a man they say is a sus-
pect in the Woodhaven stabbing. Image courtesy NYPD

Teen girl stabbed on steps of her home

There’s still a great 
future in plastics.

Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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OTHER VOICES

Tow truck causes hassle in parking lot

I 
read an article last Oc-
tober regarding the 
parking lot at the inter-
section of Northern and 

Bell boulevards servicing 
CVS and Party City. While 
I realize there is a potential 
problem with cars parking 
there illegally to patron-
ize food carts or other es-
tablishments, what I wit-
nessed the night of July 20 
is a greater problem.

I got a frantic call from 
my husband, who had gone 
to CVS to pick up a few 
items. He told me his car 

had been stolen while he 
was inside CVS and asked 
me to come pick him up. 
In the meantime, he was 
walking over to the police 
precinct on the next block 
to file a report.

As he crossed the 
street, he saw his car up 
on a tow truck. The truck 
operator said my husband 
had parked his car and left 
the premises, but he was in 
CVS for about 10 minutes. 
At the same time, I was 
pulling into the lot to pick 
up my husband.

The tow truck was 
in the lot towing another 
car. Traffic was blocked 
onto Bell Boulevard and 
cars were forced to drive 
through the lot the wrong 
way while the tow truck 
blocked the flow of traf-
fic. Horns were beeping, 
alarms were blaring and 
children were trying to get 
across the lot. All in all, a 
dangerous situation.

When we went into 
CVS to talk to the manag-
er, an employee told us he 
had received several of the 

same complaints that day. 
It would seem that the tow-
ing company, ASAP Truck-
ing, tows whatever cars it 
has clear access to and then 
will take your money to un-
hook your car.

I will not be shopping 
in CVS or Party City any-
more because I would not 
want to take the chance 
that my car may be towed.

Susan Damato
Bayside

THIRD TIME ISN’T
THE CHARM

Queens is the borough of second chances, where peo-
ple flock from around the world to start their lives over. 
But what about native sons — or near-natives from Brook-
lyn — who promise their constituents they have mended 
their ways only to squander the shot they were given at 
public redemption?

Anthony Weiner, who served in Congress for 11 years, 
represented a large chunk of Queens and developed a loyal 
following among some older voters, who were dismayed 
that he resigned in the midst of a sexting scandal two 
years ago. Some of the same demographic supported him 
when he launched his improbable run for mayor as a re-
form candidate on the all-too-personal front.

But it turns out Weiner lied to the public and has not 
mastered his carnal cyberspace cravings, leaving his can-
didacy in flames and duping his remaining backers yet 
again.

Weiner talked a good game in Queens on middle-class 
issues. He was the point man to explain Obamacare to the 
masses and the local media. But down in Washington, he 
managed to pass only one minor bill during his tenure.

His overreaching bid to be mayor is the act of a man 
trying to recover both professionally and privately from 
an appalling lapse. The timing could not be worse. The 
city is also recovering from the lingering effects of the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and the devastation left behind 
by Hurricane Sandy.

We have had two strong mayors in City Hall for the 
past 20 years, whether we agreed with them or not, and 
now voters are facing a critical choice about electing a new 
leader in an uncertain era. Other top posts and many City 
Council seats also must be filled due to term limits.

Weiner is an embarrassing distraction in what should 
be a serious debate about what direction the city must take 
over the next four years. After the latest revelations that 
he continued to sext after resigning, his public appearance 
in Flushing this week turned into a media circus and the 
message was lost.

Queens and the rest of the city deserve better. Philan-
dering politicians are nothing new, but Weiner has been 
remarkably brazen about pursuing his bid while ignoring 
the best interests of the city and the middle class he claims 
he wants to serve.

There are no third acts, Anthony. It’s time to move 
on.
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Come clean on stop-frisk bills
C

ity Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) 
wrote a letter in 

the July 19-25 edition of 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
defending his vote for the 
two Intros 1079 and 1080, 
comprising the Community 
Safety Act.

As a constituent con-
cerned about the safety 
of my family, friends and 
community, I am infuriat-
ed with his vote and more 
distressed by his explana-
tory letter filled with po-
litical double-speak which 
shows that either he is 
lying or has not read the 
bills.

Weprin is disingenu-
ous by stating that “Intro 
1080 does not prevent po-
lice officers from using 
stop-and-frisk.” He went 
on to say that “under both 
current law and Intro 1080, 
police officers can include 
race, gender, age and oth-
er relevant information 
when pursuing criminal 
suspects.”

But the fact of the 
matter is that Intro 1080 
amends Section 14-151 of 
the city Administrative 
Code to “prohibit” police 
officers from engaging in 
all aspects of “bias-based 

profiling,” which includes 
race, gender, age and other 
relevant information. He 
omits the fact that the new 
bill has legal teeth, absent 
from current law, allowing 
citizens to bring personal, 
civil lawsuits against the 
NYPD and individual of-
ficers for perceived bias-
based profiling.

Weprin’s statement 
that under Intro 1080 plain-
tiffs cannot sue individual 
officers is false.

He defends his impru-
dent vote for Intro 1079, 
which would establish a 
redundant, costly rival au-
thority to Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly.

It is unnecessary 
to add another layer of 
bureaucracy that would 
cost the taxpayers many 
millions of dollars when 
there is enough oversight 
already in place with In-
tegrity Control Officers at 
each precinct level com-
mand, the Community 
Affairs Bureau at 1 Police 
Plaza, the Internal Af-
fairs Bureau, the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board, 
the five borough district 
attorneys and the two U.S. 
attorneys in Brooklyn and 
Manhattan.

The Orwellian Com-

munity “Safety” Act is 
just the opposite of what 
its name intends. It will 
handcuff the police as they 
cease to take any action 
that would subject them-
selves to lawsuits. It would 
allow newly emboldened 
criminals, murderers and 
drug dealers to rule the 
city streets again as they 
did 20 years ago before 
proactive policing meth-
ods like stop-and-frisk was 
introduced.

Today, we have the 
lowest crime statistics 
ever, as murders, rapes 
and robberies have gone 
down 30 percent over 
the past 10 years since 
the “anti-crime miracle” 
stop-and-frisk has been 
employed and saved thou-
sands of lives.

If Weprin has “enor-
mous respect for the work 
of the NYPD” and wants to 
“make our city safer for all 
residents,” as he said, he 
needs to reject Intros 1079 
and 1080 so the mayor’s 
promised veto will be sus-
tained.

Phil Orenstein
Board of Directors 

Member
Queens Village Republican 

Club
Queens Village

CB 11 deserves say on school site
An open letter to city 

Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott:

O
n July 17, the Com-
munity Board 11 
staff read, in the 
City Record, that the 

City Council Subcommit-
tee on Landmarks, Public 
Siting and Maritime Uses 
was, much to our surprise, 
holding the hearing July 22 
for the location of the 416-
seat elementary school in 
Bayside.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) later that day 
also advised this office and 
organized a press confer-
ence for July 19. At that 
press conference, Avella 
announced that the hear-
ing was postponed and that 
the city Department of Edu-
cation and city School Con-
struction Authority would 

meet with the elected offi-
cials but not anyone from 
the community board.

As chairman of the 
board, I am amazed and of-
fended by the actions of the 
DOE and SCA, your disre-
gard for community noti-
fication and fair and open 
discourse. The community 
board was not given any ad-
vance notice of the subcom-
mittee hearing, which is 
common procedure all ap-
plicants provide when they 
were previously before the 
board.

We were also led to 
believe, by SCA staff, that 
the Council would not re-
ceive this application until 
sometime in August. We 
cannot excuse this misrep-
resentation made by SCA 
and we can only believe it 
was meant to intentionally 

exclude the community 
board and circumvent the 
community.

We are told the com-
munity board will not be 
permitted to participate 
in any further discussions 
about the siting of the 
school on 48th Avenue. We 
adamantly protest this ex-
clusion and hereby demand 
that this anti-community, 
undemocratic and ill-ad-
vised decision be rescinded 
immediately.

I would appreciate an 
explanation of your rea-
sons for not notifying the 
community board and not 
including us in further dis-
cussions.

Jerry Iannece
Chairman

CB 11
Little Neck

Big Pharma will cash in on obesity

T
he big pharmaceuti-
cal companies must 
be ecstatic now that 
the American Medi-

cal Association has de-

clared obesity a disease.
Now, doctors will just 

prescribe pills to their pa-
tients instead of telling 
them to eat healthy food 

and exercise.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Houses go to people, not churches

I 
am getting tired of no 
one addressing the is-
sue of all these churches 
popping up all of a sud-

den. I have lived in Bayside 
for 30 years and I think 
we should have housing 
around here, not more 
churches.

There has been a huge 
vacant lot on Northern 

Boulevard only two blocks 
down from Francis Lewis 
Boulevard that has been 
vacant for about 20 years.

Instead of that lot be-
ing used as a church lot, 
these churches are tak-
ing over houses. These are 
good houses that should be 
sold to people, not religious 
organizations.

There are more than 8 
million people in this city 
and not much room. The 
last thing Bayside needs is 
more churches taking up 
good houses.

Bernice Connolly
Bayside

Parks needs to take care of trees

W
ith all the rainfall 
this area has ex-
perienced, there 
is the risk of trees 

snapping or falling due to 
the enormous amount of 
water their root and trunk 
systems have absorbed.

Also, the soil in which 
the roots are planted is al-
most like mud. There is 
nothing really there to hold 
the roots in place. Also, if a 
tree is already diseased or 

weakened, this could also 
contribute to it falling or 
snapping.

The Forestry Division 
of the city Parks Depart-
ment needs to do general 
inspections of all trees in 
city parks and playgrounds 
and along city streets. With 
hurricane season coming 
into full swing soon, this 
issue could become more 
serious.

The safety of the pub-

lic cannot and must not be 
compromised. Thousands 
of residents use our parks 
and playgrounds for rec-
reation. Their safety must 
always be a priority of the 
Parks Department.

This is one area of gov-
ernment where the budget 
should not be reduced.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Give pols more than one salary
The following letter is 

a response to an article pub-
lished in the July 12-18 edi-
tion of the Bayside Times:

O
ne could almost 
hear the resentment 
and outrage spring-
ing from the page 

that an elected state official 
is earning a six-figure sal-
ary from their outside job 
in addition to what they are 

paid for by serving their 
constituents.

Why should anyone, 
much less an elected state 
Assembly member, have 
the nerve to not only be suc-
cessful financially but also 
take the time and effort to 
engage in public service? A 
conflict of interest I think 
not.

If I had to choose who 

is representing me, I would 
feel more comfortable 
with someone who was fi-
nancially secure and less 
subject to the temptation 
of greed and graft that we 
have all seen is rampant in 
our public servants.

Michael Seeley
Whitestone
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T
he political party op-
erates at many levels. 
Here in New York 
City, the parties have 

county organizations with 
officers and an executive 
committee composed main-
ly of district leaders.

At the grass roots 
level, however, major po-
litical parties and most 
third parties have political 
clubs, usually named after 
the area where the club is 
or the state Assembly dis-
trict in which the club is 
located.

The political club 
performs many functions, 

including providing cam-
paign workers during elec-
tions to circulate petitions 
and distribute campaign 
literature in shopping cen-
ters and from door to door. 
Club members work phone 
banks and do their utmost 
to spread the word about 
their candidates. Members 
of clubs support fund-rais-
ing efforts of their county 
organization and fund-rais-
ing by candidates.

Most of these clubs 
have monthly meetings, 
during which time they 
have guest speakers and 
club discussions about na-
tional, state and local po-
litical developments.

Clubs are organized 
similar to the ways of other 
organizations. They elect 
their officers and conduct 
meetings according to par-
liamentary procedures.

Party county and state 

organizations depend on 
clubs to provide campaign 
workers and resources dur-
ing election time.

People who join politi-
cal clubs are usually people 
with similar interests who 
have the same political 
views. Most clubs have 
charters from the county 
organization, but clubs are 
also formed as insurgent 
groups against the county 
organization. There are 
also independent clubs that 
do not always follow the 
lead of high party author-
ity.

Almost all district 
leaders and public office 
holders belong to political 
clubs in their districts.

Clubs help to spread 
the electoral system and 
encourage citizens to be-
come politically active. 
Membership in these grass-
roots clubs gives people an 

opportunity to have an ex-
change of views and also 
work together to improve 
government.

Control of club leader-
ship is important. Refer-
ring to Manhattan in the 
1940s and early ’50s, almost 
all the Democratic Party 
political clubs were under 
the direction of the Demo-
cratic county organization 
at the time, which was led 
by Tammany Hall. During 
the late 1950s, a series of 
reform Democratic clubs 
came into being.

These new clubs chal-
lenged the Tammany clubs 
for gaining new members 
and also the two groups of 

clubs would support dif-
ferent candidates for party 
leadership in party prima-
ries. During the citywide 
Democratic Party prima-
ries in 1961, the reformers 
won most party positions. 
The reform clubs received 
a lot of the credit for their 
election successes.

So much in politics 
depends on having a good 
organization and plan of ac-
tion. Good leadership and 
resources also contribute 
to winning elections. To-
day, political clubs do not 
exist the way they did 50 or 
60 years ago. Times have 
changed and there is not 
the same amount of inter-

est as there was years ago, 
but political clubs form the 
basis of our local political 
structure and will for many 
years to come.

It can be said that 
clubs help form our politi-
cal democracy. When the 
media refers to the actions 
of political parties, they for 
the most part are referring 
to the actions of elected 
members of Congress, state 
Legislatures and national 
political party leaders. The 
national media rarely re-
fers to local club actions ex-
cept in small town weekly 
newspapers.

The local political club 
has been with us a long 
time and helps keep our po-
litical system intact. It is to 
be hoped that more people 
will join these clubs in fu-
ture years and have a role 
in the workings of govern-
ment.

Political clubs perform essential county functions

Don’t be taken in by burglars posing as utility workers

T
he June 2013 Hol-
liswood Civic Asso-
ciation Newsletter 
contained a security 

report by member Kurt 
Hoppe. He warns members 
that there seems to be three 
or four groups of burglars 
breaking into homes in 
Fresh Meadows, Jamaica 
Estates and Holliswood.

The 107th Precinct 
says these burglars break 
in through the rear of 
houses where there is less 
of a chance to be seen. The 
police warn people not to 
leave rear windows open or 
unchained ladders outside 
their property. The NYPD 
urges people to use sturdy 
locks on their windows.

People should be 
aware they must keep their 
house graffiti-free. They 
can receive a fine of several 
hundred dollars if they do 
not remove graffiti. Under 
the Graffiti Free NYC pro-
gram, the city will arrange 
to have graffiti removed. 
You can also fill out a For-
ever Graffiti Free form.

If you want to report 
graffiti, call 311 or call 
Community Board 8 at 
718-264-7895 or e-mail it 
at qn08@cb.nyc.gov. The 
report says unkempt prop-
erty may incur city Sanita-
tion Department fines from 
$100 to $300.

The June 2013 edition 
of the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association Beacon warns 
people of deception bur-
glaries. These burglaries 
are committed by people 
who pose as employees of 
service companies. They 
make some excuse to gain 
entry. If someone comes to 
your door and you were not 

contacted in advance, do 
not let them in.

Keep a list of utility 
phone numbers in a conve-
nient location. You can call 
311 for water issues. Call 
Con Edison at 1-800-752-
6633. If you feel unsafe, call 
911. Never give out finan-
cial information, such as 
your Social Security num-
ber or credit card or bank 
account information.

The May 2013 edition 
of the West Cunningham 
Park Civic Association 
Newsletter alerted people 
to the large number of sto-
len laptops. The NYPD cau-
tions people to never leave 
their laptops unattended, 
use a cable lock to secure 
it to your desk at home or 
in your dorm room, use a 
boot or startup password 
to protect your personal 
information, consider in-
stalling tracking software 
and register your laptop 
and have its serial number 
engraved on it by your local 

precinct crime prevention 
office, and do not use it on 
public transportation. Keep 
documentation of your pur-
chase.

The civic wrote that 
New York is the No. 2 state 
in the country with the 
highest level of bullying 
and, according to a recent 
survey, 88 percent of social 
media-using teenagers say 
they have seen someone be 
mean or cruel to a person 
on a social network site.

To stop cyberbullying, 
people should report inci-
dents to school officials, 
trusted adults and the po-
lice. The city Department 
of Education considers it 
illegal and has programs to 
stop it.

The June 2013 North 
Flushing Civic Association 
Newsletter reported that 
detectives from the 109th 
Precinct have captured a 
16-year-old boy who is sus-
pected in a rash of burglar-

ies in the neighborhood. He 
had been entering houses 
while residents slept, police 
said.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: 
Two of the four proposals 
to build private commer-
cial enterprises in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
or near it are proceeding 
despite testimony against 
them.

The United States Ten-
nis Association is being 
given more land on which 
to expand and the city is 
taking private property in 
the Iron Triangle, next to 
the park, to let private de-
velopers build and make a 
fortune.

In Istanbul, Turkey, 
the population demon-
strated and rioted when the 
government tried to take 
Taksim Square and build 
commercial property on 
it. The government backed 
off.

COLUMNS

Officials from the 107th Precinct warn Queens residents not to 
leave rear windows open so as to prevent burglaries.

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Clubs help to spread the electoral 
system and encourage citizens to 

become politically active.
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I
t was not long ago when 
red light cameras were 
introduced as a life-sav-
ing program that would 

get reckless drivers off the 
road. We were told they 
were being installed for 
safety and not for revenue.

At first, the cameras 
were placed at a few notori-
ously unsafe intersections, 
but it did not take long be-
fore they began to appear 
everywhere. Hidden from 
view, these cameras be-
came a financial jackpot 
for the city’s politicians, 
whose spending addictions 
are never satisfied.

Now we are being sold 
this same snake oil from 
those same politicians 
who also told us the lottery 
money would be used to 
increase education spend-
ing — only to learn later 
that money normally ear-
marked for education was 
being reduced and offset by 
the lottery money added to 
it. A zero-sum gain for edu-
cation.

Revenue in the name of 
safety is again being foisted 
upon the motoring public, 
courtesy of City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who suc-
cessfully lobbied the state 
for authorization to install 
speed cameras in the city. 
We were told these cameras 
will be installed for safety 
and get reckless drivers off 
the road.

Sound familiar? It is 
the same bait-and-switch 

program we have heard be-
fore. The state Legislature 
officially sanctioned these 
cameras in New York City, 
and they will first be in-
stalled near schools.

Who can argue with 
that? We all want safe 
school zones for our kids, 
but do not be fooled. Dis-
guised as a safety program 
for our children, these 
speed cameras will morph 
into a citywide program 
with a wide net covering ar-
eas far beyond our schools 
and creating a new and lu-
crative revenue bonanza 

for politicians’ insatiable 
appetite for revenue.

Just like the red light 
cameras, these speed cam-
eras will generate revenue 
by the boatload not because 
people are being reckless, 
but because cameras can-
not discern between safe 
drivers and reckless ones. 
Nothing beats real cops 
who understand the dif-
ference between patrolling 
our streets and schools. 
Double parking, unsafe U-
turns and other actions that 
might endanger children 
will not stop by these cam-

eras, which is why there is 
no substitute for real cops 
patrolling our streets.

Police officers recog-
nize dangerous and reck-
less drivers from those 
who momentarily might 
be driving slightly over 
the limit. That is why they 
provide a small leeway of 
speed before tickets are is-
sued. Not so with the speed 
cameras. Sure, politicians 
tell us they will provide a 
10 mph leeway before speed 
camera tickets are issued, 
but that leeway will end as 
the need for revenue rises.

So-called safety advo-
cate groups such as Trans-
portation Alternatives 
have been widely quoted in 
the press praising this pro-
gram. This bicycle-fanatic 
group’s true mission is 
less about safety and more 
about making car owner-
ship so expensive that few 

people will be able to afford 
to own a vehicle. In fact, 
it advocates for charging 
homeowners a fee for the 
right to park their cars on 
city streets in front of their 
homes.

Just like the red light 
cameras, in a few years 
the speed camera program 
will morph from a safety-
centric one into a revenue-
generating program. The 
politician who created this 
financial burden on fami-
lies — Van Bramer — will 
long be gone and forgotten, 
but his legacy will remain 
with us as we dig deeper 
into our pockets to fill the 
coffers of the speed camera 
revenue raising scam.

Bob Friedrich is a civic 
leader and president of Glen 
Oaks Village.

M
ost New Yorkers 
don’t know what 
the city comptrol-
ler does, much less 

be able to spell the archaic 
title.

But New York City’s 
chief financial officer is 
arguably the second-most 
important elected office in 
city government, and it will 
likely become even more 
important and powerful in 
2014.

Elected leaders often 
derive their power from 
whatever defined duties 
they are supposed to have, 
but occasionally the ambi-
tious and crafty politician 
figures out how to make the 
office more powerful.

We’ve seen a number 
of instances of this in the 
past decade, most notably 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
who used his executive 
powers to reshape the city’s 
zoning, parkland, polic-
ing, transportation, public 

health policy and educa-
tion system in a way that 
will unlikely be duplicated 
by his successor.

And the two different 
men running for comptrol-
ler, Eliot Spitzer and Scott 
Stringer, have a history of 
re-imagining previously 
toothless jobs to make them 
more potent.

Spitzer’s tenure as state 
attorney general from 2002-
06 was a groundbreaking 
one, where he became the 
“Sheriff of Wall Street” and 
uncovered arcane laws like 
the Martin Act to broaden 
his powers to crack down 
on perceived corruption in 
the financial sector.

Like a crusading U.S. 
attorney from two decades 
earlier named Rudolph 
Giuliani, Spitzer’s ambi-
tious — and some would 
say, at times, overreaching 
— stint as the state’s top 
law enforcement official 
earned him many enemies 
on Wall Street, some grudg-
ing respect from political 
insiders and enough name 
recognition and political 
capital to vault him to the 
governor’s mansion.

Although it all came 

crashing down two years 
later in a personal scandal 
that was jaw-dropping in 
its shock value and tawdri-
ness, no one will ever ques-
tion Elliot Spitzer’s intel-
lect, drive and ambition to 
be a game-changing public 
servant.

It is his hubris, which 
even he admits to, that gets 
in his way, and it remains 
to be seen whether five 
years in the political wil-
derness — and two ill-fated 
television stints — will 
humble him enough in his 
audacious comeback bid.

What is fascinat-
ing about Spitzer is that 
he comes from enormous 
wealth and the hallowed 
precincts of Princeton and 
Harvard Law School, yet he 
is a ruthless class warrior 
who seems to relish going 
after men who must be a lot 
like his extremely driven 
and successful father, Ber-
nard Spitzer.

Just ask Hank Green-
berg, former head of insur-
ance firm AIG, and Ken 
Langone, former owner 
of hardware giant Home 
Depot, and you’ll hear two 
men who are bent on keep-

ing Spitzer out of the politi-
cal arena forever.

Stringer is Spitzer’s 
polar political opposite in 
many ways. If Stringer were 
a children’s fable character, 
he’d be the tortoise in the 
famous parable. Slow and 
steady, he has shrewdly 
climbed the political ladder 
and has mostly exceeded 
expectations.

In the state Assembly, 
while a loyal team player 
on Shelly Silver’s tight 
Democratic conference, he 
took a chance and pushed 
for reform along with the 
Brennan Center that shook 
up Albany’s ossified Legis-
lature a bit.

As Manhattan bor-
ough president the last 
eight years, he’s reinvented 
that office to be a concili-
ator and triangulator on 
land-use issues and food 
justice policies as well as 
other progressive causes. 
If Woody Allen is right that 
90 percent of life is just 
showing up, the ubiqui-
tous and tireless Stringer 
earns strong reviews for 
his work.

But Stringer, unlike 
Spitzer, was born on the 

other side of the tracks 
— Washington Heights, 
to Spitzer’s silver spoon, 
Fifth Avenue upbringing. 
Stringer went to rough and 
tumble JFK High School 
and John Jay College and 
has learned the political 
game from his mentor, U.S. 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler.

It will be enlighten-
ing — we hope — to hear 
Stringer and Spitzer debate 
their visions and qualifica-
tions for this important fi-
nancial watchdog job.

The next mayor will 
inherit a fraught financial 
situation: The city’s annual 
budget has ballooned to 
$70 billion, property taxes 
have skyrocketed the past 
decade, all city union con-
tracts expired years ago 
and there is the looming 
prospect of retroactive pay.

Having a strong comp-
troller who will balance 
the interests of taxpayers 
and city workers will be 
incredibly important as 
we lurch into a likely bud-
get battle in 2014. The next 
mayor will need a strong 
chief financial officer who 
can maximize our pen-
sion returns — anything 

will be better than current 
Comptroller John Liu’s 
lousy 1.8 percent returns 
in an up market — who 
can make sure the city’s 
many outsourced contracts 
don’t devolve into another 
Citytime debacle ($800 mil-
lion of wasted taxpayer 
money) and who will help 
make sure the city budget 
stops spiraling upward and 
drives up property taxes 
(the only tax the mayor es-
sentially controls).

So forget about who is 
more moral or a better hus-
band in the comptroller’s 
race. Voters should listen 
to the ideas and budgetary 
and fiscal visions of the 
candidates. We are electing 
a financial watchdog in the 
comptroller’s race, not see-
ing who’s a bigger saint.

After all, in politics, as 
in life, we all have private 
failings.

Tom Allon, a former 
public school teacher, is 
president of City & State me-
dia and a former Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed 
candidate for mayor. Ques-
tions or comments? E-mail 
tallon@cityandstateny.com.

Speed cameras feed Gotham’s revenue addiction

Two polar political opposites want to be city comptroller

Officials have lobbied for a speed camera at the intersection of 
Horace Harding Expressway and Junction Boulevard (pictured).

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The Rockaway commu-

nity is still reeling from the 
devastation caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy in October.

A set of bills aimed at 
improving the city’s emer-
gency preparedness plan 
just passed the City Coun-
cil as Rockaway residents 
are focusing on what to do 
next rather than what went 
wrong.

According to Jonathan 
Gaska, district manager 
of Community Board 14, 
dwelling on what happened 
after the last storm is not as 
important as implementing 
protections for the future.

“Most people are back 
in their homes,” he said. 
“They have electric, heat 
and they’re moving on with 
their lives and the cost of 
renovating.”

If signed by Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, the new 
legislation, the result of 12 
post-storm oversight hear-
ings, will require the city 

Office of Emergency Man-
agement to develop plans for 
several key areas: food and 
water access, emergency 
shelter preparations, shel-
ter preparations for those 
with special medical needs, 
outreach to elderly and vul-
nerable populations, traffic 
and fuel management and 

small business and non-
profit recovery.

One of the bills re-
quires OEM to provide the 
Council with copies of all 
the plans it has developed 
and to regularly assess 
those plans.

“Sandy was an unprec-
edented storm — unlike any 

we’ve ever seen — but we 
only get to say that once,” 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) said. 
“It is imperative that we’re 
better prepared for future 
storms in order to keep 
New Yorkers safe and to 
protect our infrastructure. 
This legislation addresses 

key issues that are vital to 
protecting New Yorkers in 
all five boroughs so that the 
city is as prepared as pos-
sible for the next Hurricane 
Sandy.”

Gaska said the city was 
initially slow in respond-
ing to the storm. He said 
volunteers from around the 
country arrived sooner and 
were, at first, more orga-
nized.

“It took the city about 
three to five days to figure 
out what to do and how to 
do it,” he said. “There was 
a learning curve after the 
storm, which I guess is un-
derstandable. But it took 
awhile for the city to get 
organized. It took a lot lon-
ger than people thought it 
would.”

Gaska said there were 
a number of problems. The 
biggest, he said, were is-
sues with communication 
— including dead cellphone 
batteries and no place to 
charge them — and fuel 
shortages. He said once 

work got underway, some 
city agencies were especial-
ly helpful, such as the city 
Sanitation Department.

He also said some of the 
city’s longterm programs, 
such as business grants, 
have been beneficial, but 
could be improved.

“The programs are 
wonderful but they’re about 
five months too late for a lot 
of people,” he said.

Gaska said OEM has 
been difficult to work with 
in the past, but he was still 
optimistic about the new 
legislation.

“It’s certainly going to 
help,” he said. “You can’t 
blame City Hall for all of 
the mess. I don’t think any-
one anticipated the damage 
and intensity of the storm. 
The government will learn 
from the mistakes and be 
better prepared.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Residents of Far Rockaway crowd around a portable generator to charge cell phones and laptops af-
ter Hurricane Sandy left hundreds of thousands of people in New York City without power. The City 
Council passed a package of bills with the goal of ensuring the city is better prepared for emergency 
situations. AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

Council passes bills inspired by Sandy damage

www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE
FREE

ESTIMATES

SUMMER
CLEARANCE 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

Proudly Made

on Long Island

1-800-BUY-FENCE

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $3301.00 or more.   See store for details.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  
Sale price offer can not be combined with any other offers or discounts.   Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 2-8, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

TL

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

If the MTA keeps rais-
ing transit fares every two 
years, a monthly unlimited 
MetroCard could cost $168 
in 10 years, the Straphang-
ers Campaign said, criti-
cizing the transit agency 
for what it called “constant 
fare hikes that overburden 
riders.”

But MTA spokesman 
Aaron Donovan said “this 
report is a hypothetical 
math exercise. What’s real 
is the $800 million in re-
curring annual cost cuts 
we’ve made since 2010. And 
as the report acknowledges 
on the first page, when you 
take inflation into account, 
their hypothetical increase 
is only 15 percent in the 
next 10 years and a subway 
ride still costs 18 percent 
less than in 1996.”

The Straphangers 
said the 30-day MetroCard 
would jump from $112 to 
$168 in a decade, the seven-
day card from $30 to $45 
and the base fare from $2.50 
to $3.75 per ride.

The Straphangers said 
the Independent Budget Of-
fice conducted the study at 
the request of the transit 
advocacy group.

The Straphangers’ 
analysis assumes continua-
tion of subway and bus fare 
increases of 8.4 percent ev-
ery two years, which the 
MTA began in 2011 and 

repeated in 2013. The MTA 
has referred to the increas-
es as “moderate.”

The current MTA 
four-year financial plan in-
cludes another 8.4 percent 
increase in 2015 and again 
in 2017, Straphangers said.

“These fares are too 
damned high,” said Gene 
Russianoff, attorney for the 
Straphangers Campaign. 
“These fare hikes will burn 
the riders and discourage 
them from using mass tran-
sit.”

Donovan said some 
costs are beyond the MTA’s 
control, including pension, 
health and fuel costs.

The MTA spokesman 
said the agency had cut $800 
million annually from its 
operating costs since 2009 
and expected to cut $1.3 bil-
lion annually within the 

next four years.
Much of the problem 

is the result of the fact that 
New York City places a 
heavier financial burden 
on its riders than most 
other transit systems na-
tionwide.

The IBO said the fare-
box recovery ratio — pas-
senger fare revenue divid-
ed by operating expenses 
— was 58 percent for New 
York City subway and bus-
es, compared with ratios of 
44 percent in Chicago, 38 
percent in Boston and 36 
percent in Philadelphia.

Russianoff said he was 
looking to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and state legislative 
leaders to find new funding 
sources to avoid or soften 
the looming steep increas-
es.

Larry Hellenberg, of Manhattan, buys a MetroCard at the Union 
Square subway station in 2009. A recent study found that a 
monthly card will cost nearly $170 in 10 years if the MTA continues 
increasing fares every two years. AP photo/Mary Altaffer

Study says MetroCards 
will cost $168 in 10 yrs.
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Resorts World Skybridge 

Now Open!   

Success Academy Charter Schools
is applying to open new elementary public  

charter schools in CSD 27 and CSD 29.

When:  August 2014  
Where: Community School Districts 27 and 29
Grades: K and 1st grade for the 2014-2015 school year and serving K-8th grade at full scale

Success Academy has a proven record of excellence, with our 
scholars consistently scoring in the top 5% of all 3,500 public 
schools in New York State for reading, science and math. 

To learn more about Success Academy’s proposed new 
schools, please visit: SuccessAcademies.org/NewSchools

We encourage your input:  
NewSchools@SuccessAcademies.org
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Kenny Anderson, the former 

Archbishop Molloy and NBA star, 
recently revealed he was sexually 
abused as a child and plans to 
identify his attackers in his au-
tobiography, which is slated to be 
released next year.

Anderson, 42, was a partici-
pant in an off-Broadway play last 
month called the “Penis Mono-
logues” along with several other 
former NBA players to discus the 
ways that part of the anatomy 
can create problems. The candid 
discussion of sexuality led him 
to open up and tell the audience 
briefly that he was molested by 
two separate people at the ages of 
8 and 9, according to the blog SB 
Nation’s  David Roth , who was in 
the audience.

Anderson said he later chose 
to reveal more about the incidents 
to SB Nation in an attempt to help 
others.

“They see Kenny Anderson 
got molested and he’s talking 

about it. Now people gone come 
out and maybe be able to tell their 
story,” Anderson told Matt Uf-
ford, of  SBN.com , in a sit-down 
interview.

Anderson said that in the 
first instance a “neighborhood 
guy on the block” molested him in 
Queens before the family moved 
to LeFrak City in Corona. A year 
later, someone in the youth bas-
ketball community also sexually 
abused him, he said. Anderson 
said the abuse did not involve or 
occur at Archbishop Molloy or 
during his time playing travel 
ball with the New York Gauchos 
and Riverside Church.

The former Stanners stand-
out said he felt he coped with it 
better than others might have.

“I don’t think it killed me 
like it killed other kids,” Ander-
son said in the interview. “You 
can really take a lot out of a kid 
for the rest of their lives.”

Anderson, who has eight 
children by five women, spent 
14 years in the NBA after being 

drafted second overall by the New 
Jersey Nets in 1991 out of Georgia 
Tech. He filed for bankruptcy in 
2005 and was fired from his coach-
ing job at David Posnack Jewish 
Day School in Florida after he 
was arrested on a driving under 
the influence charge in May, the 
Palm Beach Post reported.

Anderson, still adjusting to 
life after his playing days, is sched-
uled to release his autobiography, 
“Instructions Not Included,” in 
March. He told the New York Post 
that he does not plan to confront 
either of his abusers, but will 
reveal their identities and more 
details of the events in his book. 
He noted that it hurt him not to be 
able to speak openly about being 
molested until now, but he thinks 
his fame, career and money made 
things easier on him.

“I became a successful bas-
ketball player. That’s what cov-
ered it,” Anderson told the Post. 
“But imagine if I wasn’t? If I was 
an average Joe?”

KENNY ANDERSON

Molloy b-ball star who went pro discloses sexual abuse 
Former New Jersey Nets star Kenny Anderson plans to name attackers in forthcoming book
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BY LISA AUTZ
 
Starting Monday, 

Rockaway ferry service 
will make an additional 
stop in Brooklyn due to sus-
pended R train service.

The upcoming suspen-
sion will last for 14 months 
because of Hurricane San-
dy-related repairs in the 
Montague tube. Service 
will cease from Whitehall 
Street in Manhattan to 
Court Street in Brooklyn.

The ferry alternative 
will run weekdays and 
stop at the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal on 58th Street 
in Sunset Park before con-
tinuing to Pier 11, near the 
South Street Seaport, and 
East 34th Street in Manhat-
tan. The one-way ferry fare 
will be $2.

The ferry alternative, 
however, is not guaranteed 
to operate for much longer.

“The contract we have 

with the city expires at the 
end of August,” said Jim 
Barker, president of Sea-
streak, the company run-
ning the Rockaway Ferry 
service.

Ferry rides from the 
Rockaways to Manhattan 
began in November after 
the Rockaway A train sys-
tem to the mainland was 
cut off by Sandy. Now, even 
after the train service is 
back, ridership on the fer-
ries is still increasing, ac-

cording to Barker.
If increased ridership 

continues, the city is likely 
to retain the ferry service.

“We are available and 
would like to participate 
in continuing the service,” 
said Barker about the fu-
ture of the Rockaway fer-
ries.

R train riders can also 
use substitute subway lines 
such as the Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 
to connect between the two 
boroughs.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

In a tragedy reminis-
cent of Shakespeare, two 
young lovers from Queens 
Village chose to throw 
themselves in front of a 
speeding Long Island Rail 
Road train rather than live 
without one another, ac-
cording to authorities and 
a newspaper report.

Davon Smallwood, 25, 
and Ariana O’Neal, 21, were 
killed when they leaped 
from the middle of the plat-
form at the Hollis LIRR sta-
tion around 10 p.m. Monday 
night and were struck by a 
Penn Station-bound train, 
the MTA police said.

A spokesman for the 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority said the 
train was not scheduled to 
stop in Hollis and was pass-
ing through the station at 
the maximum allowable 

speed of 80 mph.
There were about 125 

passengers on the train.
The LIRR engineer 

told MTA police he spot-
ted the two just before they 
jumped in front of his cab, 
breaking the windshield.

The engineer was tak-
en to North Shore Universi-

ty Hospital and treated for 
cuts, the MTA said.

A suicide note left at 
the scene said “two great 
people” are going to “para-
dise,” according to the New 
York Post, which reported 
the young parents of a 
2-year-old girl were under 
pressure to end their re-
lationship from O’Neal’s 
mother, who disapproved of 
Smallwood.

“Everything will be 
good,” read the note, which 
was mostly written in “il-
legible gibberish,” the 
newspaper said.

A Facebook page 
shows several photos of a 
pregnant O’Neal alongside 
Smallwood at a baby show-
er in April 2011, followed 
by a shot of a newborn baby 
girl from May 15.

The profile said O’Neal 
and Smallwood were mar-

Authorities say Ariana 
O’Neal (pictured) and Davon 
Smallwood were killed when 
they jumped in front of an on-
coming train in Hollis Monday. 

Extra Rockaway Ferry stops
to offset R train suspension 

Young couple leaps to death 
in front of Hollis LIRR train
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Authorities say Ariana O’Neal (pictured) and Davon Smallwood 
were killed when they jumped in front of an oncoming train in 
Hollis Monday. Facebook photo

Continued on Page 58
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The borough’s top 

prosecutor said his office 
has locked up a dozen crim-
inals since the state creat-
ed tougher sex-trafficking 
laws after a Queens Village 
man pleaded guilty Monday 
to forcing a 15-year-old girl 
into sex work last year.

Christopher Whit-
field, 25, is facing up to nine 
years in prison after he 
pleaded guilty to pimping 
out the teenage runaway 
for more than three weeks 
in March 2012, District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
Monday.

“By pleading guilty, 
the defendant admitted 
forcing a vulnerable young 
girl to work as a sex slave 
for his financial gain,” the 
DA said. “His guilty plea 
not only ensures that he is 
held accountable for his ac-

tions and allows the trou-
bled young victim in the 
case to move on with her 
life but sends a clear mes-
sage that crimes such as 
these will not be tolerated 
in Queens County.”

Numerous men re-
sponded to the prostitution 
ads that Whitfield posted on 
the classified-listing web-
site backpage.com, Brown 
said, and he intimidated 
his young victim by threat-
ening to beat her, burning 
her with cigarettes and a 
heated razor and on two oc-
casions raping her.

The young girl was 
able to escape when Whit-
field left her alone, Brown 
said.

Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Barry Kron 
is expected to sentence 
Whitfield to three to nine 
years in prison Aug. 12, 
Brown said.

The charge Whitfield 
pleaded to, sex trafficking, 
was created by Albany in 
2007 as part of a comprehen-
sive overhaul of the state’s 
human trafficking laws.

It criminalizes a wider 
range of coercive activities, 
such as accusing someone 
of a crime in order to com-
pel them into prostitution.

In June, a St. Albans 
couple was sentenced after 
pleading guilty to pimping 
two young women in a fore-
closed home they were stay-
ing in.

Brown said his office 
has convicted 12 defendants 
of sex trafficking charges 
since the statute was en-
acted Nov. 1, 2012, with sen-
tences ranging from four to 
12 years for pimps and one 
to three years for accom-
plices.

The DA’s office said 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A home health aide 

from the Bronx has been 
accused of stealing $55,000 
from a 98-year-old For-
est Hills woman, who em-
ployed her, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

Tameka Nunes, 31, 
of East 227th Street in the 
Bronx, was indicted last 
Thursday and charged 
with grand larceny and 
criminal possession of sto-
len property, according to 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

According to Brown, 
Nunes worked as a health 
care attendant for the vic-
tim, who has been diag-
nosed with dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, from 
May 2011 to November 
2011.

Nunes is suspected 
of systematically using 

the victim’s bank card to 
withdraw cash in $200 and 
$800 increments almost 
daily, Brown said. Most of 
the transactions occurred 
at the JPMorgan Chase 
branch, at 100-12 Queens 
Blvd., he said.

The repeated with-
drawals resulted in the 
opening of a fraud investi-
gation by the bank and the 
investigator then referred 
the case to the New York 
City Human Resources 
Administration’s Adult 
Protective Services, the DA 
said. Nunes allegedly spoke 
to the investigator by phone 
and said the victim had au-
thorized the withdrawals, 
but she then immediately 
resigned from her position 
as the woman’s home aide, 
according to Brown.

Bank video surveil-
lance allegedly shows the 
defendant at the bank’s 

ATM on multiple occasions 
and withdrawing funds 
from the bank, the DA’s of-
fice said.

Nunes is being held on 
$15,000 bail and will return 
to court in September. If 
convicted, she could be sen-
tenced to up to 15 years in 
prison.

“This is a tragic case 
of a health-care worker who 
was entrusted to look after 
the well-being of this frail 
woman but instead alleg-
edly treated her as a cash 
cow,” Brown said. “Luck-
ily, bank officials noticed 
a troubling pattern of with-
drawals and an investiga-
tion was commenced.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Forest Hills health aide helps self
to $55,000 from elderly client: DA

Queens Village man admits 
to pimping 15-year-old: DA

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

Continued on Page 58
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Baisley Pond Park served as the site Sunday for the annual Gospel Fest, hosted by Councilman 
Ruben Wills in partnership with the Parks Department, the City Parks Foundation, 1190 WLIB 
and Globe Star Entertainment. (Clockwise from top l.) Renowned gospel artist Byron Cage per-
forms; members of the Greater Allen A.M.E. Mininstry of Music fill the stage and the row in 
front; and U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (l.) and Wills (r.) present Greater Allen Cathedral Choir and 
Music Director Stanley Brown (second l.) with a citation as artist Rasheed Flake joins them. 

Photos by Nat Valentine

New York Chinese Cultural Center students perform tra-
ditional folk dances, which showcase the diversity of 
China’s different regions, at Rochdale Village Monday 
morning. The event was part of the SummerStage Kids 
series. Photos by Caroll Alvarado
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BY PHIL CORSO

The state Education 
Department has set aside 
more than $4 million in 
federal money for a Queens 
Village high school on the 
mend.

Martin Van Buren 
High School was selected as 
one of 22 schools through-
out the city to receive a to-
tal of $74.2 million in School 
Improvement Grants over 
the next three years, state 
Education Commissioner 
John King Jr. said. The city 
has been working to get the 
school back on track and 
even installed a new prin-
cipal there after it received 
poor grades on progress 
reports over the last three 
years.

“Many English lan-
guage learners, students 
with disabilities and 
low-income students are 
in schools that need to 
change,” King said. “SIG 
grants can help give those 

students the opportunity 
to attend schools that are 
changing what’s happen-
ing in the classroom.”

Principal Sam Sochet 
was brought in to help turn 
Martin Van Buren around 
earlier this year and has 
since been actively seeking 
new community partner-
ships to establish different 
programs at the Hillside 

Avenue school. The state 
designated $4,341,030 that 
will go directly to Van Bu-
ren to be used at Sochet’s 
discretion.

“Too many students 
are struggling in low-per-
forming schools, denied a 
realistic chance of success,” 
said Merryl H. Tisch, state 
Board of Regents chancel-
lor. “SIG awards are target-

ed to help our most at-risk 
students so they will be 
prepared to graduate col-
lege and be career-ready. 
These grants are focused 
on improving chronically 
under-performing schools 
and raising achievement.”

In its ongoing attempt 
to revive Van Buren, the 
city Education Department 
also proposed co-locating 

a charter school inside the 
same building and cut 500 
existing seats as early as 
next year. The decision was 
met with criticism from 
elected officials and civic 
leaders who said the school 
and its new principal need-
ed time to recover without 
anymore distractions or in-
terventions.

The grants came as 
part of a $126 million pack-
age going to 34 low-per-
forming schools through-
out the state and fund the 
implementation of different 
whole-school change mod-
els, the state said. Martin 
Van Buren was identified 
under the transformation 
model, which requires a 
new principal be installed 
and teachers following the 
state’s Annual Professional 
Performance Review plans.

The city Education 
Department submitted its 
applications to the state in 
June, a spokesman said, 
with support from the Unit-

ed Federation of Teachers, 
the Council of School Su-
pervisors and Administra-
tors and the Chancellor’s 
Parent Advisory Council. 
Last week, the state an-
nounced it would give 
30 city schools a total of 
$74,235,390 through 22 dif-
ferent grants.

“Our strategy has 
always been to take ac-
tion rather than sit idly 
by — and today’s awards 
validate our work. Over the 
past decade, we’ve built a 
system of great schools and 
made historic progress,” 
said city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott. “With 
these grants, that extraor-
dinary progress continues. 
The additional dollars will 
support students at schools 
that are phasing out, pro-
vide resources to bolster in-
terventions in schools that 
are struggling and help 
new schools deliver great 
outcomes.”

Officials speak out against the city considering co-locating a charter school at Martin Van Buren High 
School, which is slated to receive nearly $4 million in grant money.

Van Buren HS gets $4 million in federal funds

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 
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Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 

Continued on Page 48
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CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Nat Valentine
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton), who won a special 
election in February to fill 
the seat left vacant by his 
mentor, touted the tax dol-
lars he brought back from 
his first city budget during 
his state of the district ad-
dress Tuesday.

“Just last month I suc-
cessfully negotiated my 
first city budget, and I’m 
happy to say that as a fresh-
man councilman standing 
before you, we didn’t lose 
any ground in the bud-
get,” he said, explaining 
he had pledged to keep up 
the haul of his predecessor, 
now-state Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-Jamaica). “This 
is why we, as a district, 
brought home nearly $8 
million in capital funding 
this year and we brought 
in more than $500,000 in 
expense funding to support 
our seniors and our youth 

programs alike.”
Between fiscal years 

2009 and 2013, Sanders 
brought back about $42.6 
million in capital and ex-
pense discretionary fund-
ing, according to an anal-
ysis by the government 
watchdog group Citizens 
Union, ranking him 10th 
among the 51 members of 
the Council during that 
time period.

Richards, who was 
sworn in a few months 
before Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg introduced his 
executive budget in May, 
brought in $8.6 million 
in fiscal year 2014, good 
enough for seventh place 
among his fellow Council 
members.

Discretionary funds 
are doled out by Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), whom 
Richards recently endorsed 
in her bid for mayor. Quinn 
did not attend Richards’ ad-
dress at the Church of the 

First Born in Laurelton, 
but he was joined by two 
other citywide candidates: 
Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Brooklyn), who 
is running for city public 
advocate, and Manhattan 
Borough President Scott 
Stringer, a Democrat vying 
to be city comptroller.

Richards highlighted 
more than $3 million he 
allocated for expansions at 
the Rosedale and Laurelton 
libraries, as well as $50,000 
he set aside to bring the 
Doe Fund — a nonprofit 
employing those with his-
tories of homelessness and 
incarceration — to Merrick 
Boulevard and 243rd street 
in Rosedale. His successful 
battle against a proposed 
liquor store across from 
Springfield Gardens High 
School and an anti-noise 
task force aimed at combat-
ing rowdy summer parties 
were other initiatives he 
highlighted from his short 
term.

The councilman re-
ceived a vocal showing of 
support from the hundred 
or so attendees when he 
spoke about his opposition 
to stop-and-frisk and his 
support for the NYPD re-
form legislation known as 
the Community Safety Act.

“Now the mayor has 
thrown a lot of threats out 
and said he’s going to run 
candidates against us for 
voting to protect our com-
munities. Now my mes-
sage to the mayor, and to 
those candidates, is don’t 
take the devil’s money,” he 
said. “I want to remind the 
mayor tonight that racial 
profiling caused the death 
of Trayvon Martin, and we 
refuse to have New York 
City looking like Sanford, 
Fla.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.City Councilman Donovan Richards gives his first state of the dis-

trict address in Laurelton. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Richards emphasizes big bucks in district address

DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECH

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING)

63 Career-Focused 
Degree and Certifi-
cate Programs in 21st 
Century Technologies

718.260.5250
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

 Fall 2013 Freshman and Transfer Direct Admission

APPLY NOW
300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  www.citytech.cuny.eduWHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The leader of a violent, 

international gang’s Flush-
ing chapter was sentenced 
to three decades behind 
bars, federal authorities 
said Tuesday.

Hector Aleman Lemos 
ran the Queens-based cell 
of La Mara Salvatrucha, 
better known as MS-13, an 
El Salvador-based gang re-
sponsible for narcotics traf-
ficking, robbery, extortion 
and murder throughout 
North and South America, 
according to prosecutors in 
Brooklyn federal court.

“As a member and lead-
er of MS-13, Lemos spread 
death and destruction 
throughout his communi-
ty,” U.S. Attorney Loretta 
Lynch said in a statement. 
“No one in his orbit was 
safe from the violence that 
accompanied him, includ-
ing an innocent bystander 
who paid with his life for 
nothing more than being 

in the wrong place at the 
wrong time, and a 13-year-
old boy who thankfully sur-
vived his encounter with 
Lemos.”

The 32-year-old, known 
as “Diablito,” pleaded 
guilty to racketeering and 
murder conspiracy charges 
in March, the prosecutor’s 
office said.

According to Lynch, 
his Flushing chapter was 
responsible for murder, 
murder conspiracy and 
attempted murder in the 
neighborhood and beyond.

She referred specifi-
cally to the 2007 slaying of 
John Halley in Yonkers, 
N.Y., where Lemos shot the 
25-year-old, believing him 
to be part of a rival gang. 
Halley was not.

In addition, the king-
pin shot a 13-year-old who 
was standing on the stoop 
of a Flushing home  because 
he suspected it was a rival 
gang hangout, prosecutors 
said. 

“Today, Lemos re-
ceived the significant jail 
term called for by his ac-
tions, which will bring jus-

tice to the gang’s victims 
and their families,” Lynch 
said, pointing out that the 
sentence is also a message 

that her office “will contin-
ue to vigorously prosecute 
[MS-13] members and work 
to dismantle its operations 
in this district.”

Lemos was also sen-
tenced to three years post-
release supervision, but the 
busted bigwig is a citizen 
of El Salvador and may be 
subject to deportation upon 
his release, according to 
authorities.

The criminal outfit 
has a large presence in im-
migrant communities in 
Queens and Long Island, 
Lynch said, and also has a 
history of killing innocent 
people in Flushing they 
mistake for rivals.

In February 2010, an 
MS-13 member was sen-
tenced to 38 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to the 
2006 Christmas Eve mur-
der of a 15-year-old boy he 
mistook for a member of the 
rival Bloods gang outside of 
John Bowne HS. 

In March 2011, two 

MS-13 members were con-
victed of the 2007 murder 
of 21-year-old Flushing 
resident Maurice Parker, 
whom they mistook for a 
rival gang member.

In January 2012, 10 
members of MS-13 were 
charged with various 
crimes in Flushing, includ-
ing violent murders, the 
FBI said.

In March 2012, three 
reputed members of MS-13 
were shot in the parking lot 
of a Wendy’s in Jamaica by 
members of the Latin Kings, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown told TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

According to Lynch, 
since 2002 her office has 
convicted more than 200 
members of the syndicate, 
including more than 24 
clique leaders.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Maurice Parker was gunned down outside a convenience store in 
May 2007 in just one of several cases of fatal mistaken identity in-
volving the Flushing chapter of the MS-13 gang.

Violent MS-13 leader gets 30 years in jail: Feds



WHAT’S INSIDE:
History 29

Dragon Ceremony 30 
Entertainment 32

Schedule and Map 34 
Food and Recipes 36

Sponsors 38

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION AUGUST 2-8, 2013

A drummer for Hketo sets the pace 
to row back to the dock.

Photo by Christina Santucci
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patriotic acts of statesman/poet

Like so many legends, Dragon Boat races reportedly 
started to honor a man whose fight against tyranny end-
ed with his death. 

Qu Yuan served as a court minister for the King of 
Chu sometime during the late 200s B.C. Because he had 
the king’s ear, Yuan used his position to lobby for re-
forms in his home state. Eventually, goes the story, the 
king had enough of Yuan’s politics and had the minister 
banished.

Now in exile, Yuan wandered the countryside writ-
ing poetry to express his concerns about his homeland 
and its people. Then, in 278 B.C., Yuan received word his 
beloved Chu had been invaded. Distraught, he flung him-
self into the Ni Lo River, where he drowned. 

Local fishermen, who witnessed Yuan’s suicidal 
jump, raced in their boats to the spot where Yuan went 
under, but were too late to save him. In order to stop the 
fish from eating Yuan’s body, the fishermen tossed rice 
dumplings into the water as an offering to his heroic 
spirit.

Today, rice dumplings are still part of the menu at 
the Dragon Boat Festival, which begins on the fifth day 
of the fifth lunar month each year. 

In the days before the races, Buddhist monks bless 
the boats as they are brought out of storage and have their 
heads and tails reattached. Finally, the boats are brought 
to life by having their eyes dotted with red paint. 

In Hong Kong, the fishermen from the outlying is-
lands of Lantau, Lamma and Cheung Chau continue the 
Dragon Boat rituals. After the final race, spectators and 
boaters spend the day watching street theater, Chinese 
dance performances and martial arts demonstrations. 

The DCH Dragons team races for the 
finish line. Photo by Christina Santucci



TL

 DR
AG

ON
 B

OA
T •

 T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
UG

US
T 2

-8
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
30 Before oars hit the water, 

dragons must be awakened
Ceremony blesses boats to bring 
good fortune to race participants

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Beneath the glow of 
the Golden Arches and 
amid the throng of tourists 
queueing up for half-price 
theater tickets, a Buddhist 
monk dressed in a tradi-
tional orange robe stood in 
the middle of Times Square 
last week to awaken a sleep-
ing dragon. 

As the city gears up 
for the 23rd annual Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
on Aug. 10-11 in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, a 
couple of hundred people 
crammed into Father Duffy 
Square near W. 47th Street 
to watch the official kickoff 
of this year’s event. 

After the previous 
year’s race, the boats are 
carted away for a year-

long slumber. Then about 
a week before the return 
of the races, the boats are 
brought out of hibernation, 
refreshed and blessed by a 
monk.

City Comptroller and 
mayoral candidate John 
Liu was at this year’s cer-
emony in midtown. 

“There is no better 

place than Times Square to 
reawaken these dragons,” 
Liu said. “This is a great 
tradition in New York City 
and a great cultural event. 
Now, let’s get this dragon 
awake.”

A monk from the Yun-
men Temple in Flushing 
started by lighting sticks of 
incense, then handing them 
to Liu and other VIPs in at-
tendance. Like an Asian 
Pied Piper, the monk led 
Liu and the others around 
the boat to ask permission 
of the guardian spirits to 
provide good fortune to all 
the racers. 

Finally, the monk 
grabbed a small brush, 
dipped it into a container 
of red paint and dabbed the 
dragon’s eye to awaken the 
slumbering beast. 

A Buddhist monk from the Yunmen Temple in Flushing begins the ceremony to awaken the dragon in 
Times Square last week.  Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

There is no 
better place than 
Times Square to 
reawaken these 

dragons. 
John Liu

THINK OF IT 
AS A 5-YEAR

At Ridgewood Savings Bank, making the most of your 
money is easy. Just put $500 or more into a 5-year CD 
and watch it grow. Visit a branch or open your account 
online today.

 www.ridgewoodbank.com

* Minimum deposit of $500 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield (APY) 

is effective as of July 15, 2013. Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. There is a maximum deposit 

amount of $250,000 per CD. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other 

fees and restrictions may apply. 
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When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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BY LISA AUTZ

A profusion of color 
and entertainment will 
take over Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park for the 
23rd annual Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival Aug. 
10-11.

More than 180 teams 
engage in the historical 

dragon boat race while a 
slate of cultural perfor-
mances keeps the crowd 
energized on land. Rock-’n’-
roll, tap dancing and tradi-
tional Italian folk dances 
are expected to captivate 
more than 50,000 people for 
two days at one of the larg-
est sporting and multicul-
tural events in Queens.

BAAM, a group of New 
York’s top young musicians 
and songwriters, will play 
the festival for the first 
time and promise their 
performance will have the 
crowd dancing.

“I’m sure it is going 
to be tons of fun. We are 
a band that makes people 
want to get up and move,” 

said Aleski Glick, the 
band’s co-founder and lead 
guitarist.

The seven-piece band 
got together in 2011 and de-
scribe their sound as “indie 
rock with a heavy blues and 
jazz influence,” according 
to Glick.

Some of the young 
talents of the group have 

played with renown musi-
cians like Jimmy Heath 
and Steve Wilson.

“The program includes 
a balance of musical groups 
and dance,” said Barbara 
Nelson, the festival’s pro-
gram and planning direc-
tor.

Children are also en-
tertained with an arts-and-
crafts tent featuring a bal-
loon man, Twister, and face 
painting.

The food has become 
a large part of the cultural 
event as rice dumplings are 
traditionally eaten and an 
international food court 
will offer French, Italian 
and Chinese cuisine.

“It is a valuable festi-
val to bring so many differ-
ent cultures together,” said 
Alessandra Belloni, co-
founder, director and per-
cussionist of I Giullari di 
Piazza, a southern Italian 
dance, music and theater 
company.

Performers of I Giul-
lari di Piazza will dance 
and play renaissance love 
songs from Naples, Sicily, 
Calabria and other south-
ern regions of Italy. The 
classic folk numbers are 
said to be social and heal-
ing dances, according to 

Belloni, who travels to 
Tuscany every summer to 
teach “Rhythm Is the Cure” 
dance workshops.

Since the 1980s, the 
group of live-in artists at 
the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine have toured the 
Tri-state area and across 
the country to perform the 
ritual dances.

“Other years I have 
had Irish, Colombian, 
Mexico folkloric, tango and 
Chinese folk dances. Every 
year I look for a new mix of 
talent for entertainment,” 
said Nelson.

One of the few bands 
making a second appear-
ance is The Bailen Broth-
ers, an up-and-coming rock 
band of twin brothers from 
the city.

“It was fun last year 
and we are excited to play 
again,” said David Bailen.

The duo performs two-
part harmonies and are in-
fluenced by The Beatles and 
The Band. Since 2007, the 
two have played on the VH1 
“Save the Music” Break n’ 
Through Concert Series, 
the CMJ Music Marathon 
and other festivals. The 
band plans to even bring 
another member of the fam-
ily on stage.

Racing is just the beginning of 

The Bailen Brothers, David and Daniel, per-
form on Sunday at the Dragon Boat Festival. 

Photo courtesy Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival New York
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what Dragon Boat Festival offers
“Our 16-year-old sister 

played with us last year and 
might play with us this year, 
too,” said David Bailen.

The family-friendly 
event hosts a handful of 
entertainment to celebrate 
young talent.

The Tap City Youth En-
semble will contribute with 
a repertoire of pieces by 
professionally trained and 
experienced youth tap danc-
ers. Their performance will 
include classical, urban, 
contemporary and audience-

integrated dances.
“We share rhythms 

with the audience back and 
forth — we sometimes will 
have someone sing while 
we improvise to the tune,” 
said Susan Hebach, direc-
tor of Tap City Youth En-

semble.
The Youth Ensemble 

was founded in the 2009-10 
season and is part of the 
American Tap Dancing 
Foundation. The collection 
of kids ranging from ages 
10 to 18 will incorporate a 

historical routine, “Roots 
of Tap,” that take the audi-
ence through African, Irish 
and English clogging to the 
development of tap dancing 
today.

“It is really exciting to 
be invited to an event that 

has so much history,” said 
Hebach.

The free festivities 
run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday and 
guarantee elaborate per-
formances with non-stop 
action.

I Giullari di Piazza (l.) performs music and dances from Italy. Indie group BAAM (r.) plays music combining blues and jazz.  Photos courtesy Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival New York

 Queens  
Botanical 
 Garden

Where people,  
plants, and  

cultures meet

April–October  8am–6pm  
November–March  8am–4:30pm

Closed Mondays except legal holidays.
Bring in this ad for half-price admission!

April–October  8am–6pm  
November–March  8am–4:30pm

Closed Mondays except legal holidays.
Bring in this ad for half-price admission!

Pair up with Hong Kong 

 Your best partner in Asia
Set up in 1983, the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offi ce in 
New York (HKETONY) is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. 

Over the past three decades, the HKETONY has been playing a 
pivotal role linking Hong Kong and the U.S. – promoting the economic, 
business and cultural ties between Hong Kong and the 31 Eastern 
states in the United States.

For details,
please visit our website: www.hketony.gov.hk

or call: 212.752.3320

E-mail: hketony@hketony.gov.hk

HONG KONG ECONOMIC & TRADE OFFICE

New York
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Saturday, Aug. 10
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Chinese Music Ensemble of New York
Founded in 1961, this ensemble is the oldest and 
only full Chinese orchestra in the United States 
and the Americas. Its present membership of 
nearly 50 musicians plays practically every 
type of Chinese music on Chinese instruments, 
both ancient and modern. In this performance 
a smaller ensemble plays a selection of their 
repertoire. www.chinesemusic.org

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Opening Ceremonies

Lions and Dragon Dancing Teams with 
percussionists welcome all and, together with 
invited dignitaries, offi cially kick-off the 23rd annual 
Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in New York.

1 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
BAAM
Formed in the summer of 2011 with the stated 
goal of gathering some of New York’s top young 
musicians and songwriters into one group, 
BAAM is an energetic indie rock band with a 
strong blues and jazz infl uence. The seven band 
members have performed with some of the 
world’s top musicians. 

HONG KONG DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2013 
ENTERTAINMENT ON THE BIG STAGE

*For Reference Only. Not to Scale.

Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival 2013

Festival Map

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
I Giullari di Piazza
Tarantella songs and dances from the rich culture 
of Southern Italy. www.alessandrabelloni.com

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Shaolin Masters
Warrior monks from the Shaolin Temple perform 
martial arts. In the history of the Shaolin Temple, 
founded in 495 AD, generation after generation 
of monk generals and soldiers protected the 
temples from wars and riots of society.

Sunday, Aug. 11
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
American Tap Dancing
Professionals and students entertain with the 
unique American art form of tap dancing. 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
The Bailen Brothers
Twin brothers, vocalists and instrumentalists, David 
(on drums) and Daniel (on bass), lead the band with 
their pop, R&B, and rock music. Their albums focus 
on achieving great songs with singable melodies 
that are both stimulating compositionally and 
lyrically. www.thebailenbrothers.com

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Mariachi Agulia y Plata
This popular Mariachi band’s lively and energetic 
performance will have everyone dancing. 

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Mawuena Kodjovi Trio
The music of the African Brothers Collective is a 

colorful, vibrant and inviting journey into traditional 
and modern West Africa. Powerful rhythms, soothing 
melodies and dances will move your body and soul.

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Shaolin Masters
Warrior monks from the Shaolin Temple perform 
martial arts. In the history of the Shaolin Temple, 
founded in 495 AD, generation after generation 
of monk generals and soldiers protected the 
temples from wars and riots of society.
The Balloon Man (Twister) and face painter returns to 
the delight of all. Find them in the Arts & Crafts Tent.

ARTS & CRAFTS TENT
More than 15 artists will be demonstrating 
traditional Chinese crafts including calligraphy, 
rice doll making, bead stringing, kite making, 
jeweled ornaments, ribbon fl owers, paper cutting 
and much more. Children will be able to try their 
hand at making their own crafts.

NON-PROFIT TENT
Visit the non-profi t tent for information on 
programs and services including:
AARP
Boy Scouts of America
Flushing Town Hall
Girl Scouts of America
Hotel Chinese Association of New York, Inc.
New York Hall of Sciences
New York Hospital
Queens Library
Rubin Museum

PETER KOO

District 20 – NYC Council Member 

Dragon Boat Racing has a long and valued history and is 
truly a spectacular event to watch. Good Luck to all the 

Dragon Boat Racers! 
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36 Culinary delights from past and present come together

Traditional rice balls share space with global cuisine at event’s food court

BY SUZANNE PARKER

The Dragon Boat Festi-
val is a rite of the Chinese 
holiday, the Fifth Moon Fes-
tival.  Celebrated through-
out Asia, it is also known 
as the Double Fifth, Tuen 
Ng in Cantonese, or Du nw  
Jié in Mandarin.

The holiday com-
memorates the death of 
Qu Yuan, a minister in the 
kingdom of Chu (475 - 221 
BCE) and also considered 
to be China’s first poet.  He 
was esteemed for his wise 
counsel that had brought 
peace and prosperity to the 
kingdom. However, when 
false accusations were 
made against him, he was 
disgraced and dismissed 
from office. Realizing that 
the country was now in the 
hands of corrupt officials, 
Qu Yuan clasped a large 
stone and leaped into Ni Lo 
River after composing the 
“Lament for Ying”, on the 
fifth day of the fifth moon. 
Nearby fishermen rushed 
to save him, but they failed 
and his body was never re-
covered.  Thereafter, the 

kingdom declined and was 
eventually conquered 

The dragon-boat races 
symbolize the frantic at-
tempts to rescue Qu Yuan.

The people of Chu, 
mourning the death of Qu 
Yuan, threw packets of rice 
into the river to feed his hun-
gry ghost every year on the 
fifth day of the fifth moon.  

There is a special food 
associated with the Dragon 
Boat Festival called “Zong-

zi” or “Jung.”  They are the 
Chinese equivalent of sweet 
tamales.  They are made 
by steaming glutinous rice 
and a combination of other 
ingredients such as beans, 
lotus seeds, chestnuts, pork 
fat, Chinese sausage, pea-
nuts and the golden yolk of 
a salted duck egg, wrapped 
in bamboo or lotus leaves 
and tied.  Should you be so 
ambitious as to want to try 
this at home, a good recipe 

with detailed instructions 
can be found at http://www.
seriouseats.com/2011/05/
how-to-make-joong-zong-zi-
chinese-pork-stuffed-glu-
tinous-rice-bundles.html.  
The most challenging part, 
which is omitted from this 
version, is to wrap the rice 
in the clever pyramid shape 
that you often see in Chinese 
markets and restaurants.  
This is a skill that is passed 
along between generations.

Not that ambitious?  
Check out the International 
Food Court, next to the stage 
at the Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival in Flush-
ing Meadow Park, which, 
according to the event’s 
organizers “provides a di-
versified choice of food and 
drink that is suitable for 
an outdoor multicultural 
sporting event and land fes-
tivals.”  It would please our 
mayor to see the abundance 
of choices for fresh fruits 
and fruit juices.  

You can find genuine 
zongzi at the T-Bar Stand, 
which, along with the holi-
day’s signature dish, will be 
offering steamed Chinese 
dumplings, fish balls, fresh 
fruit smoothie, and cut fruits.  
Pie Pie Q Café of Manhat-
tan’s Chinatown will be of-
fering Chinese baked goods 
and other Asian foods.

Prefer to chew to a Lat-
in beat?  Check out Chifle, 
a new vendor, for freshly 
grilled chicken (unlike the 
day before cooked, dried 
out version), potato wedg-
es, rice, finger foods, and 
drinks, or Carlos Segarra 

BBQ for corn on the cob, 
shish kabobs, grilled meats, 
cut fruits and juices.  

Everything about 

Crepes offers both sweet 
and savory crepes made 
from traditional French bat-
ter and all fresh ingredients 
served from a traditional 
French cart.  Vegetarian 
versions are also available.  

Eddies Pizza Cart, a 
spinoff of Original Eddie’s 
Pizza of New Hyde Park, 
founded in the 1930s offers 
a wide selection of Italian 
and American classics in 
addition to its famous pizza 
and “Bars Pies,” so named 
due to the fact that it is the 
perfect size to eat and still 
have room for a beer! A 10-
inch Eddie’s Personal Pizza 
is only 270 calories.

Just thirsty?  Slake 
your thirst with a spicy 
bottle Bruce Cost Gin-

ger Ale. It is unfiltered, 
and made with pure cane 
sugar and fresh ginger (no 
extracts).  If you don’t like 
spicy, there’s the Lemon-

ade Stand.  Life gave them 
lemons, and guess what 
they did!

Meat is grilled on a barbecue at last year’s festival. Photo by Christina Santucci

MAKE YOUR OWN ZONGZI DRAGON ROLL RECIPE
The dragon roll is an outside thick roll of eel and 

cucumbers wrapped with thinly sliced avocado.
The green layers of avocado resemble the scales of a 

dragon. Grilled eel is sold in Japanese supermarkets in 
the refrigerated or frozen packages. Be sure to re-grill 
the eel before consuming it.

INGREDIENTS:
Eel °
Avocado °
Japanese cucumber (or regular) °
Sushi rice °
Nori °
Unagi (Eel) sauce °

DIRECTIONS:
Roll the outside thick roll with eel and cucumbers  °
and set aside
Thinly slice half a peeled avocado, and fan out the  °
slices
Use your knife and pick them up °
Place on top of the roll, and place plastic wrap on top °
Use a fi ne sushi mat and squeeze very gently so the  °
avocado merges with the sushi rice
Cut into individual pieces and dress with eel sauce °

Spoon: Chinese porcelain soup spoon; large pot °
Combine 4 cups each of jasmine rice and glutineous rice  °
(the long-pointed variety, not the rounded ones). Wash, 
drain well, season with 2.5 spoons of salt, and 2.5 spoons of 
“half and half” (equal mixture of sugar and MSG)
For 27 dumpling rice balls: °

1.5 packages of Chinese sausages cut into 4 pieces • 
crosswise
3 cups peanuts soaked overnight, drained and stir-fried • 
with salt, pepper
1.5 packages of dried shrimp soaked overnight, drained • 
and stir-fried with ground pepper 
2 cups presoaked and sliced Chinese mushrooms, stir-• 
fried, lightly seasoned
2 or 3 large Spanish onions, sliced and stir-fried lightly • 
with salt and pepper
Pre-salted pork butt cut into fi nger-size thickness and • 
length (see component recipe below)
Salted egg yolks, half a yolk per rice ball• 
Keep all ingredients in separate containers • 
8 sheaves of bamboo leaves – 3 leaves per rice ball• 

Salted pork: °
Use boneless pork butt: cut into 1-inch thick slices.• 
Cover with salt and marinate for 3 days unrefrigerated• 
Rinse off and cut into fi nger-sized pieces• 

Bamboo leaves: °
3 days before using, separate leaves and soak in a container • 

large enough to hold the leaves and soak in a container 
large enough to hold the leaves without cramping.
When the leaves are softened, boil leaves with half cup • 
of vinegar.
When cooled, run each leave between thumb and index • 
fi nger to rub off any dirt
Place in fresh water until ready to use.• 
About an hour before using, pull leaves out and “stand • 
them up” to drain off excess water, but keep the leaves 
moist. Don’t let them dry out. It’s good to keep extras 
in a large plastic container with the lid on. Pull out only 
enough to make about 10 rice balls at a time. Boil for rice 
balls 2.5 hours, making sure the rice ball is submerged 
at all times.

May be frozen after boiling and cooling.
To reheat – thaw the night before, steam or boil for 30 minutes, 
or reheat in microwave.

ZONGZI RECIPES:
Each region of China has its own special form of zongzi.  °
For example, in southern China you will fi nd pork soaked 
in soy sauce or bean paste in the middle of the rice. 
Beijing zongzi is made with dried dates. Plain zongzi may 
be eaten with honey or sugar.
Zongzi can be many shapes, but the most common is  °
pyramidal or triangular.
Making Zongzi is a challenge, even for experienced  °
Chinese cooks. 
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Experience the South Shore’s Bourbon & 
Cigar Night
Admission Includes:

One Premium Cigar
One Bourbon 
Tropical Drink

Trays of Appetizers

Join us on one of our 
many tours including:

Day & Sunset Cruises
Seal Watch/Wetland Tours
Regional Wine Tasting Cruises
Barrier Island Bicycle Tours

Both tastings will be informative & fun

BOOK US FOR 
SPECIAL EVENTS!

516-521-7744 or Call or Email for 
Reservations and Schedules

Famous Sunsets

As Seen On

$40
per person

$35
per person

August 22nd 

Tequila 
Night 

Hosted by Riazul 
Premium Tequila

One FREE Drink 
of Tequila

Bourbon & Cigar Night
August 8th

Bourbon & Cigar Night
August 8th

(Clockwise from left) Mr. Met joins in on the drum for the opening 
ceremonies. Dragon boats fill Meadow Lake for the annual festival. 
Dragon boats are outfitted with dragon heads. Participants row in 
unison. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY LISA AUTZ

The Hong Kong Dragon Boat 
Festival in Queens draws hun-
dreds and thousands of people to 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
for the championship dragon boat 
racing, the opening parade and 
the variety of unexpected free at-
tractions.

The 23rd annual free festival 
exists with the help of local and 
multinational corporations that 
allow visitors to enjoy the event 
without cost. Big-name support-
ers like Verizon and Toyota and 
local supporters such as Empire 
City Casino and TimesLedger 
Newspapers bring event booths, 
giveaways and promotions that 
will provide valuable mementos 
to the crowd during the concerts 
and races.

The Hong Kong Economic 
and Trade Office in New York, the 
festival’s benefactor, started the 
festival in 1990 and continues to 
support the event this year. The 
company, which fosters business 
and cultural connections between 
Hong Kong and New York, will 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
its New York office.

“As part of the 30th anni-
versary celebration, we will be 
handing out souvenirs with the 
30th anniversary theme at our 
games booth during the festival. 

To share the excitement of our 
30th anniversary celebration, 
we will also be sponsoring three 
30th anniversary trophies for the 
invitational races this year,” said 
Anita Chan, director of Hong 

Kong Economic and Trade Office 
in New York.

More than 180 teams will 
participate in this year’s race, 
including corporate teams, edu-
cational institutions, government 

agencies and community teams, 
according to Chan.

One organization that will 
be active in the water as well as 
on land is the first-time sponsor, 
Emblem Health. The sponsors 
will be promoting healthier liv-
ing and Emblem Health neigh-
borhood care facilities open-
ing up in Chinatown. Emblem 
Health will have a 22-foot-long 
truck with a basketball hoop 
along with jump ropes, kiosks for 
information and pamphlets on 
healthier living. There will also 
be a chance to take a photo with 
a newly pledged commitment to a 
healthier lifestyle.

“Our focus is on breaking 
down barriers that keep people 
from being healthy. Tell us what 
your commitment is to living 
healthier — take a placard with 
a commitment already on it or 
write your own commitment 
and pledge it and take a picture 
in less than three minutes,” 
said David Flemister, director of 
grand strategy and community 
marketing at Emblem Health.

Emblem Health Neighbor-
hood Care has already opened in 
Queens at 206-12 Linden Blvd. and 
is planning on opening in China-
town later this fall. The facility 
will feature pharmacists, social 
workers and others to help people 
in need.

“The sponsors always have 
a whole number of souvenirs and 
freebies to give out to the specta-
tors,” promises Henry Wan, chair-
man of the Dragon Boat Festival.

Wan also explained that Ver-
izon usually hosts an active booth 
with a gaming center and interac-
tive devices.

Toyota will also be sponsor-
ing this year and is said to bring 
a few vehicles to the festival as 
part of an audience-participation 
activity.

Other tents that always gath-
er a large crowd are the arts-and-
crafts tent and nonprofit tents, 
according to Wan. The arts-and-
crafts tent will feature more than 
15 local artists demonstrating tra-
ditional Chinese crafts, including 
kite-making, rice doll-making, 
calligraphy, bead stringing and 
more.

Nonprofits such as AARP, 
Boy Scouts of America and China 
Institute will have tents for the 
chance to inform the community 
on their causes.

“This free festival only can 
be produced because of the spon-
sor support we receive. They all 
bring extensive community sup-
port to the event and most have 
freebies and promotions going 
on,” said David Archer, director 
of marketing for the Dragon Boat 
Festival.

Non-profi ts, sponsors provide souvenirs, 
free information to festival attendants 

Rowers paddle in sync. Photo by Christina Santucci

Dragon boats fill Meadow Lake last year. Photo by Christina Santucci
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The human body needs 
exercise to operate at full ca-
pacity. Exercise is important 
at any age, but can be particu-
larly benefi cial for individu-
als in their golden years. The 
key is fi nding exercises that 
are both safe and effective.

Benefits of exercise
The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention re-
port that 28 to 44 percent of 
seniors ages 65 to 75 are inac-
tive, meaning they don’t get 
enough daily exercise for op-
timal health. Studies indicate 

that there are many reasons 
that seniors should engage in 
regular exercise.

• It can help stave off ill-
ness and chronic conditions 
by keeping the immune sys-
tem healthy.

• It paves the way for better 
sleep, including falling asleep 
easier and sleeping more 
deeply.

• Exercise releases natu-
ral endorphins, which help a 
person feel good about him or 
herself and can boost mood.

• Regular exercise can pro-

BEST 
EXERCISES 
FOR THE OVER- 

50 CROWD

5

Continued on page 42
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It’s common for men and 
women to periodically reas-
sess their lifestyles as they 
age. With a goal toward 
healthy aging, most people 
can recognize the role their 
lifestyles play in their over-
all health.

An often overlooked 
part of healthy aging is 
how some, if any, physical 
changes have affected how 
a person drives his or her 
automobile. Any adult who 
has had to discuss driv-
ing with an elderly relative 
knows how diffi cult such 
a discussion can be, as au-
tomobiles have long repre-
sented a certain level of in-
dependence no adult wants 
to give up. But even those 
who have yet to reach re-
tirement age should assess 
their driving to determine 
if aging has begun to af-
fect their driving. Such an 
assessment can help men 
and women determine if it’s 

time to take steps to make 
themselves safer drivers.

Assess eyesight
A driver’s eyesight is in-

tegral to his or her safety 
on the road. Fortunately, 
eyesight can be corrected 
with prescription glasses 
or even surgery. Men and 
women who have trouble 
reading street signs or see-
ing street markings might 
need an eye examination. 
Also, if dusk or nighttime 
driving has grown more dif-
fi cult, it might be time for 
an eye exam. Diffi culty see-
ing while behind the wheel 
puts drivers and their pas-
sengers at signifi cant risk, 
but such a problem might 
be solved by a new eyeglass 
prescription.

Poor visibility might 
have nothing to do with a 
driver’s vision. It could be a 
byproduct of certain exter-
nal factors. Drivers having 

trouble seeing might con-
sider adjusting their seats. 
According to the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration, drivers 
should be able to see at least 
10 feet in front of their own 
vehicles. A seat that is too 
low can decrease visibility. 
In addition, when taking 
a vehicle in for routine re-
pairs, ask the mechanic to 
inspect the headlights to 
make sure they are work-
ing and aimed correctly. 

Assess the vehicle
As men and women age, 

they may fi nd it is more dif-
fi cult to control a motor ve-
hicle. Strength, coordina-
tion and fl exibility diminish 
as a person ages, and this 
can affect a person’s abil-
ity to drive. But such physi-
ological changes don’t nec-
essarily mean a person has 
to give up driving. It might 
just mean it’s time to fi nd a 
car that’s easier to drive. 

For example, many driv-
ers prefer vehicles with 
manual transmissions, feel-
ing such cars are more fun 
to drive. However, as a per-
son ages, the ease of driving 
a vehicle with an automatic 
transmission, power steer-
ing and power brakes can 
make it much safer for that 
driver to be on the road. 
Older drivers often fi nd 
smaller vehicles are easier 
to control, and such driv-
ers should consider smaller 
cars if they’re having trou-
ble controlling their cur-
rent vehicles.

Assess personal 
feelings toward 

driving
How a driver feels to-

ward driving can also play 
a role in that driver’s safety. 
Drivers who feel nervous or 
overwhelmed when driving 
don’t necessarily need to 
abandon their vehicles and 
embrace public transporta-
tion. Such feelings might be 
caused by a driver’s medica-
tion. Medication can make 
people sleepy or cause diz-
ziness. Either of those side 
effects can lead to confused 
drivers who are easily over-
whelmed when entering 
traffi c. Discuss any symp-
toms with a physician, who 
might know alternative 
treatment options that en-
able drivers to safely stay 
on the road.

For more information, 
visit www.nhtsa.gov. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Donating to a charity 
or nonprofi t organization 
is a selfl ess act that pays 
dividends for the less 
fortunate. Whether you 
plan to be a fi nancial do-
nor or donate your time 
as a volunteer, your ef-
forts help charities stay 
afl oat and achieve the 
goals set forth in their 
mission statements.

Many people struggle 
when it comes to choos-
ing a charity with which 
to associate, especially 
seniors. With so many 
worthy charities, the vet-
ting process can be dif-
fi cult, as charities that 
warrant your time and 
money are just as easily 
found as nefarious or-
ganizations designed to 
mislead donors. Elderly 
people must be wary of 
potential con artists, 
who can be persistent 
in their pursuits. When 
vetting a charity, con-
sider the following tips.

• Have some familiar-
ity with the organiza-
tion. Many people hope 
to contribute to a char-
ity with which they have 
a personal connection. 
You might have volun-
teered with this organi-
zation in the past or you 
or a loved one may have 
even benefi tted from its 
services or programs. 

• Do your homework. If 
you aren’t very familiar 
with a charity but its mis-
sion statement strikes a 
chord, then learn as much 
about the charity as pos-
sible before making your 
decision to donate or vol-

unteer. Don’t allow an es-
pecially persuasive tele-
marketer to make your 
decision for you. Visit the 
organization’s website, or 
ask someone to do it for 
you, check out its rating 
from the Better Business 
Bureau or a charity eval-
uator like Charity Navi-
gator before making your 
decision. 

• Be wary of organiza-
tions that put pressure on 
you. An established char-
ity won’t need to put pres-
sure on you to donate. If 
solicitors try to pressure 
you into making a dona-
tion over the phone, po-
litely end the conversa-
tion without sharing any 
personal information. 
While the holiday sea-
son presents a charity’s 
best time of year to raise 
funds, an organization 
will be just as happy to re-
ceive your donation after 
the holiday season. Orga-
nizations that try to pres-
sure people into making 
donations are most likely 
disreputable.

• Recognize that you 
might be a target. Crimi-
nals who run fraudulent 
charity scams target spe-
cifi c groups of people, 
most notably the elderly. 
Seniors should be espe-
cially vigilant when vet-
ting a charity, avoid shar-
ing fi nancial information 
over the telephone, and 
then discuss their dona-
tions with their children 
or loved ones who can 
help them determine 
whether an organization 
is legitimate or not.  

Tips for seniors 
vetting charities

Criminals who run fraudulent charity scams target specific 
groups of people, most notably the elderly.

HEALTHY AGING SHOULD
INCLUDE SAFE DRIVING

How a driver 
feels toward 

driving can also 
play a role in that 

driver’s safety.
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new 
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056742

Find us on

Few children, even 
adult children, are ever 
prepared enough to help a 
parent deal with the loss of 
a spouse. In addition to cop-
ing with their own loss of a 
parent, many adults must 
fi nd a way to help a parent 
who just lost the love of his 
or her life.

While it is never easy 
helping a parent in such a 
situation, there are ways 
to help a parent cope with 
such a signifi cant loss.

• Be mindful of your 

parent’s health. Sadly, a 
common side effect of los-
ing a spouse is showing 
less interest in one’s own 
health. Kids must make 
sure their parents con-
tinue to eat regularly. In-
vite your parent over for 
dinner a couple of nights a 
week, and go over to your 
parent’s home for dinner a 
couple of additional nights. 
If you have siblings, share 

this responsibility. Also, 
you can cook for your par-
ent just like he or she used 
to cook for you.

While physical health 
is important, be sure your 
parent maintains his or her 
mental health as well. De-
pression is common among 
those who have lost a loved 
one, so ask your parent 
about her feelings, and if 
she is getting enough sleep. 
If you have your own kids, 

bring them over whenever 
possible. Nothing puts a 
bigger smile on a grandpar-
ent’s face than the sight of 
his or her grandchildren.

• Allow them some 

space to be themselves. 
While you might want to 

stay as close as possible to 
your parent, you also need 
to give her some space to 
be herself. Your parent just 
lost her spouse, and it’s 
perfectly natural for her to 
want some time alone. Af-
ford her this opportunity, 

but be mindful to check in 
with her regularly and not 
allow her to spend too much 
time alone.

• Engage your parent 

as much as possible. When 
both your parents were still 
alive, you might not have 

invited them along to the 
movies or when taking your 
own kids to a sporting event. 
However, it’s important to 
engage your parent in such 
activities now, as she might 
not get a chance to do such 
things otherwise. 

Another way to engage 
your parent is to talk to 
her about current events or 
even books you have been 
reading. Doing so will help 
her stay mentally sharp, 
and you will no doubt ben-
efi t as well from her point of 
view.

• Take a trip with your 

parent. Initially, your par-
ent might be reluctant to 
travel, especially of she had 
travel plans or dreams with 
her spouse. However, over 
time your parent will no 
doubt enjoy the prospect of 
traveling with the family, 
and it can be an enjoyable 
experience for everyone in-
volved.  

Helping a parent cope after the loss of a spouse

mote weight loss, especially 
when done in conjunction 
with a healthy diet.

• Improved muscle tone 
can take pressure off of 
joints and help with mobil-
ity.

• Research indicates that 
exercise can boost brain 
function and keep dementia 
at bay.

• When participating in 
social exercise, seniors re-
alize companionship and 
stress relief.

• Exercise can keep sys-
tems of the body in check, 
reducing constipation and 
helping circulatory issues.

Engaging in the 
right exercises
While it may have been 

the norm to do multiple, 
rigorous repetitions of ex-
ercises during one’s youth, 
older adults should employ 
different strategies. Certain 
exercises are better than 

others and can help reduce 
the risk of injury.

Before starting any type 
of exercise regimen, seniors 
should talk with a physician 
about the pros and cons of 
certain activities. The doc-
tor may be able to provide 
guidance as to which activi-
ties are better for specifi c 
conditions a person has. 
For example, an individual 
with arthritis may want to 
seek low-impact workouts, 
such as water aerobics.

Once a doctor gives the 
go-ahead, here are some ex-
ercises many people 50 and 
over can try.

• Walking: Walking re-
mains one of the best exer-
cises for people of any age. 
The pace and resistance can 
be set by each individual by 
walking faster or slower, 
uphill or downhill. Adding 
light weights can make the 
workout even more effec-
tive. Walking is also easier 
on the legs and knees than 
jogging, but can be just as 
effective a cardiovascular 
workout.

• Leg extensions: Rep-
etitions of leg extensions 

stretch the muscles of the 
legs and fl ex the knee joint. 
This can promote longevity 
of the knees and keep knee 
replacements at bay.

• Swimming: Enrolling 
in a local gym or YMCA 
that has a pool can be a 
boon to seniors. Swimming 
is a low-impact workout 
that targets most areas of 
the body and provides a car-
diovascular workout. Plus, 
since swimming can be re-
laxing and enjoyable, it’s an 
exercise that many people 
don’t mind doing.

• Strength training: 
Moderate weight lifting can 
keep muscles strong and 
promote a healthy metabo-
lism, considering muscle 
burns more calories than 
fat.

• Endurance exercise: 
Just about any activity that 
gets the heart rate up for 
an extended period of time 
is good for the body. This 
can be raking leaves, mow-
ing the lawn, walking, bi-
cycling, playing a game of 
catch, etc. Be sure the doc-
tor clears any such activi-
ties beforehand. 

Continued from Page 39

EXERCISES

Depression is 
common among 
those who have 

lost a loved 
one, so ask your 
parent about her 

feelings.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

When my father was 83 
years old, he started fall-
ing. At fi rst, he started to 
shuffl e his feet, but then his 
legs began to give way and 
he would stumble and fall. 
Finally, he could hardly sit 
up in bed. My family rushed 
him to the doctor, who ad-
mitted him to the Mount 
Sinai Medical Center. He 
was given CAT scans and 
MRIs to determine if he had 
had a stroke or was suffer-
ing nerve damage. He was 
also taken off all his medi-
cations.

The hospital kept him in 
the facility for observation. 
After the fi rst week, Dad’s 
balance began to return. He 
slowly improved. First, he 
began to sit up without as-
sistance. Gradually, he was 
able to stand and fi nally 
started walking unassisted. 
The doctors reviewed his 
medicines and realized that 
a month prior to his decline 
he had started a new medi-
cation for depression. We 
had not correlated the two 
because the reaction had 
occurred gradually. In fact, 
we had not linked the two 
at all because there were 
no noticeable changes until 
two weeks after he began 
taking the new meds.

This story is not un-
usual among the elderly. As 
a person ages, the body me-
tabolizes medications more 
slowly and it often takes 
longer for the body to rid 
the system of excess. This 
can result in the medication 
building up to dangerous 
levels in the body, resulting 
in side effects such as dizzi-
ness, dangerous changes in 
blood pressure, renal fail-
ure, and prostate problems 
in men. 

The problem is com-
pounded by the fact that 
most prescription drugs 
are tested and formulated 
for young adults. Drug com-
panies still work under the 
assumption that the human 
body does not change when 
a person reaches adulthood. 

In fact, as a person gets older 
some organs take longer to 
process and excrete toxins 
from the body. This is true 
particularly of the kidneys 
and the liver. Both organs 
function to transport blood 
or fi lter out toxins. The kid-
neys fi lter the blood, remov-
ing waste and excess fl uid 
from the body. By the age of 
50, the kidneys function at 
half their former capacity. 
This means it can take twice 
as long for the kidneys to rid 
the body of medications. 

The liver is responsible 
for metabolizing foreign 
substances by fi ltering the 
blood. However, as the body 
ages, the liver also takes lon-
ger to do its job. Studies show 
that by the age of 60 the blood 
fl ow through the liver is re-
duced by 40 to 50 percent as 
compared to a 20-year-old. 

The U.S. National Li-
brary of Medicine states 
that muscle tissue begins to 
decrease around the age of 
50 and decreases more dras-
tically after the age of 60. 
Muscle is the body’s main 
container for water, which 
in turn is necessary for 
transporting medications. 
The less muscle mass, the 
more time it takes for the 
body to transport medicines 
that can lead to toxicity. 

Over-the-counter medica-
tions can be just as dangerous 
as prescription drugs. One of 
the most insidious is diphen-
hydramine — better known 
as Benadryl. Benadryl is 
advertised for fi ghting aller-
gies and itchiness (and even 
recommended for children), 
and it is often used as a sleep-
ing pill because of its side ef-
fect — it causes drowsiness. 

Check out the ingredients 
on a box of Benadryl and a 
box of Unisom SleepGels or 
SleepMelts. You will see they 
are the same. Another prob-
lem is how the drug inter-
acts with other medication, 
particularly medications 
that end in PM, like Tylenol 
PM, Dristan PM. The PM in-
dicates that the formulary 
includes diphenhydramine. 
The impact of taking Ty-
lenol PM and Benadryl to-
gether can be very danger-
ous. Diphenhydramine can 
also exaggerate the effects of 
anti-anxiety medications or 
similar formularies. 

Even herbal remedies 
can create adverse reac-
tions when combined with 
doctor-prescribed medica-
tion. A good example is St. 
John’s Wort, an herb some-
times taken for depression. 
St. John’s Wort can weaken 
or cause side effects when 
combined with some pre-
scription drugs.

The moral of this story 
is, if you are getting on in 
age or are caring for an ag-
ing loved one, be cautious 
with any new medication. 
Be sure to ask your doctor 
about possible side effects 
and if he works regularly 
with geriatric patients. Be 
aware that the senior body is 
different than a young adult 
or even a middle-aged per-
son, and that the older body 
will respond differently to 
dosages. Being knowledge-
able and insightful can 
mean a lot when it comes to 
living a long healthy life.

Joanna R. Leefer is a 
senior care advisor and 
founder of ElderCareGiv-
ing, an agency that helps 
families get the best care 
for their aging loved ones 
when family care is no lon-
ger enough. She has been 
working with seniors and 
their families for 10 years. 
For more information on 
her service, visit www.jo-
annaleefer.com. Her book, 
“Almost Like Home: A Fam-
ily Guide to Navigating the 
Nursing Home Maze,” will 
be available in Fall 2013.

Facts you should know
about medication and seniors

As a person ages, 
the body metabolizes 

medications more 
slowly and often 

takes longer for to 
rid the system of 

excess.

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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 National Night Out Against 
Crime

100th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Rockaway
Music, food, drink, face 
painting, DJ, portraits, 
karate shows, raffl e
718-318-4200

101st Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Far Rockaway
Rides, vendors, music, food 
and drink
718-868-3441

102nd Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Forest Park, Buddy Memorial 
Monument, corner of Park 
Lane South and Myrtle 
Avenue
Rides, vendors, music, food 
and drink
718-805-3215

103rd Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Rufus King Park, at Jamaica 

Avenue and 150th Street
718-657-8195

104th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Joseph Mafera Park, at 65th 
Place and Catalpa Avenue
Rides, vendors, health 
screenings, food and drink
718-386-2431

105th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Alley Pond Park, at 79-20 
Winchester Blvd.
718-776-9173

106th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Harold Schneiderman 
Playground, at 84th Street 
and 155th Avenue
Refreshments, music, crime 
prevention information, 
community information, 
giveaways
718-845-2228

107th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Electchester Shopping 

Center, at 70-70 Parsons 
Blvd.
Barbecue, music, games, 
entertainment, free 
fl ashlights
718-969-5973

108th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

John Andrews Playground, at 
49th Avenue between Vernon 
Boulevard and Fifth Street
Food, refreshments, 
demonstrations, DJ, bouncy 
castles
718-784-5420

109th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6

5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
PS 20 Playground, at 142-30 
Barclay Ave.
Food, music, face painting, 
pony rides
718-321-2268

110th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Flushing
Food, drink, face painting, 
DJ, carousel, roller coaster 
rides, free entry to the 
petting zoo
718-476-9310

111th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Douglaston
Food, drink, vendors, bouncy 
house, raffl es, rides, games 
and VIN etching for vehicles 
and bikes
718-229-5200

112th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
MacDonald Park, at 
Queens Boulevard between 
Yellowstone Boulevard and 
70th Road
Rain location: Forest Hills 

Jewish Center
Raffl es, music, barbecue, 
free food, safety information, 
demonstrations
718-520-9321

113th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Baisley Pond Park, at 155th 
Street and Baisley Boulevard
Food, games, dancing, rides 
and prizes
718-712-1627

114th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
Astoria Park’s Great Lawn, at 
19th Street between Astoria 
Park South and Ditmars 
Boulevard
Refreshments, music and 
safety information
718-626-9327

115th Precinct
Tuesday, Aug. 6
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Northern Park, at Northern 
Boulevard between 93rd and 
94th streets
Food, DJ, clowns, rides and 
softball
718-446-4841

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Members of the NYC Transit Bureau K9 Unit Officer Pavel Byalik 
(l.-r.), Lt. John Pappas and Officer Andy Savva attend the 114th 
Precinct’s National Night Out last year. Pappas is the founding 
member of the K9 Unit. Photo by Steven Malecki

Queens police precincts prepare for National Night Out
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

On a rainy Monday evening 
in April, Joey Lozada slipped 
into an L-shaped rehearsal room 
on the 12th floor of Manhattan’s 
Pearl Studios and frantically 
looked for shelter from the storm. 

As he ran around the space 
flailing his arms and bemoaning 
the fact that “neither shrub nor 
bush” was in sight, theater direc-
tors David Mold and Jason Marr 

broke into hysterics. The crazier 
Lozada acted, the louder the two 
men laughed. 

“Man, you’ve got the biggest 
voice,” Marr said. 

Cut to another rainy night 
last week at Sunnyside Gardens 
Park and Lozada repeated that 
inane search for a hiding place 
but instead of just showing off his 
vocal skills, the young actor had 
the benefits of props, costumes 
and fellow thespians to round out 

his manic scene as the jester Trin-
culo in Hip to Hip Theatre Co.’s 
production of “The Tempest.”

Shakespeare performed in a 
park setting is as much a part of 
summer in New York as tanning 
beneath the Unisphere or riding 
the A train out to the Rockaways. 

And for the seventh summer, 
Queens-based Hip to Hip plans to 
do its part by bringing the Bard 
to the borough with rotating per-
formances of “The Tempest” and 
“Love’s Labor’s Lost” at 10 parks 
through the third week of August. 
Marr, who performs double duty 
as actor and director for “The 
Tempest,” started Hip to Hip with 

his wife Joy after the two actors 
grew weary of the bus and truck 
tours and wanted to stay home and 
raise a family. The couple settled 
in Sunnyside. Acting gigs in the 
city between their day jobs sated 
the two for a while, but eventually 
they gave in to their desire to put 
on a show for the neighborhood. 

“My expectation was it would 
be a diversion for us and keep 
our hands in the theater,” Marr 
said. “But that first year, there 
was an overwhelmingly positive 
response and we were warmly re-
ceived. But I had no idea it would 
ever come to this.”

 Arts & Entertainment 46 
 Sudoku 46
 Theater Calendar 48
 Crossword Puzzle 48 
 Guide to Dining 51

Continued on Page 49

IF YOU GO 
Hip to Hip Theater Co.

When/Where: “Love’s Labor’s Lost” 
— Saturday, Aug. 3, 7:30 p.m., Gantry 
Plaza State Park; Wednesday, Aug. 7, 
7:30 p.m., Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park; Friday, Aug. 9, 8 p.m., Sunnyside 
Gardens Park; Sunday, Aug. 11, 5 p.m., 
Socrates Sculpture Park; 

“The Tempest” — Sunday, Aug. 4, 5 
p.m., Socrates Sculpture Park; Thursday, 
Aug. 8, 7:30 p.m., Crocheron Park; 
Saturday, Aug. 10, 7:30 p.m., Gantry 
Plaza State Park; Thursday, Aug. 15, 7:30 
p.m., Voelker Orth Museum.
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

his wife Joy after the two actors 
grew weary of the bus and truck 
tours and wanted to stay home and 
raise a family. The couple settled

IF YOU GO
Hip to Hip Theater Co.

Hip to Hip Theatre Co. actors Elisabeth Preston (l. to r.), Marcus Johnson, Jason 
Marr and Sarah Joyce rehearse a scene from “The Tempest” at Sunnyside 
Gardens Park last week. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare at parks across the borough

THIS SUMMER
THE PLAY’S THE THING

his manic scene as the jester Trin
culo in Hip to Hip Theatre Co.’
production of “The Tempest.”

Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
akespeare at parks across the borough

QUEENSIN
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FILM

FLIC NIC in the Street — The 
Queens World Film Festival 
returns to Jackson Heights with 
a bill of local and international 
shorts and features. Bring a 
chair, blanket and picnic or just 
plop down on the curb. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 3, 
beginning at dusk
Where: 78th Street Plaza near 
34th Avenue, Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com

Movie Night in Astoria 
Park — Central Astoria 
Local Development Coalition 
presents free movies Monday 
nights in Astoria Park. Aug. 
5: “Despicable Me.” Aug. 12: 
“Saturday Night Fever,” Aug. 19: 
“Annie,” Aug. 26: “Juno”
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm, 
through Aug. 26.

Where: Astoria Park Lawn, Shore 
Boulevard, between Hell Gate 
Bridge and the pool, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.centralastoria.org

Outdoor Cinema at Socrates 
Sculpture Park — Every 
Wednesday evening at 
sunset, weather permitting, 
Outdoor Cinema presents 
an international festival of 
open-air cinema, music, dance 
and food. Each fi lm begins with 
performances by local musicians 
and dancers that celebrate the 
culture of the fi lm. 
When: Wednesdays through 
Aug. 21, 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Answers in Sports

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

An Evening Ride on the 
Forest Park Carousel to End 
Alzheimer’s — NY Carousel 
Entertainment will host the 
second annual fund-raiser for 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 
New York Chapter. Visitors can 
enjoy unlimited rides and face-
painting during a 2-hour period 
for $10, or individual rides for $3. 
All of the proceeds will go to the 
Alzheimer’s NYC Chapter. 
When: Friday, Aug. 9, 6:30 pm - 
8:30 pm
Where: Forest Park Carousel, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: $10/unlimited rides during 
event; $3/individual rides
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.
forestparkcarousel.com

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical Gardens 
outside the Gardens’ fence on 
Dahlia Avenue near Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Continued on Page 50

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Seven months af-
ter opening, Long Island 
City’s Chain Theatre is get-
ting out of the live perfor-
mance business — at least 
for a week and a half this 
month. 

Instead of plays on 
stage, audience members 
can catch movies on screen 
at the Chain NYC Film Fes-
tival 2013.

The theater, located at 
21-28 45th Road, will show 
dozens of narrative and 
non-fiction features, docu-
mentaries and shorts that 
range in tone from the sto-
ry of a Holocaust survivor 
to the profiling of a U2 trib-
ute band to the Bollywood-
influenced “Saint Dracula 
3D.” 

“I wanted to curate 
an event that people could 
come to and get something 

good,” Kirk Gost-
kowski, co-founder of 
the Chain’s Variations 
Theatre Group, said. 
“We’ve got from really 
low-budget films to 
some that have celeb-
rities in them. I’m re-
ally excited about the 
caliber of films.”

Rather than com-
pete with the upcom-
ing New York Interna-
tional Fringe Festival, 
which offers 1,200 per-
formances by 200 theater 
companies in 20 venues 
across the city, Gostkowski 
cooked up the film festival 
as a bit of counter-program-
ming. 

Gostkowski pored 
over a couple of hundred 
submissions to pick the 
74 movies that make up 
the inaugural bill at this 
year’s festival. Many of the 
film’s creators will attend 

the screenings and stick 
around for audience Q & A 
sessions. Screenings will 
also revolve around vari-
ous themes during the 12-
day run. 

On Aug. 10, view-
ers can attend “Shoah,” 
which includes the docu-
mentary “16 Photographs 
at Ohrfruf” and the short 
film, “The Lady in Number 
6: Music Saved My Life.” 
Matthew Nash and Michael 

Equi’s 2012 documentary 
follows Nash’s journey to 
discover the story behind 
16 photos of his grandfather 
helping to liberate Ohrdruf 
concentration camp, near 
Weimar, Germany, toward 
the end of World War II.

Paired with it is Mal-
colm Clarke’s 2013 short 
which revolves around 
109-year-old Alice Herz 
Sommer, the world’s oldest 
pianist and concentration 

camp survivor. 
“The movie is just 

amazing,” Gostkowski 
said. “It’s about how 
positive she is despite 
everything that has 
happened to her.”

Gostkowski prom-
ises not every screen-
ing tackles life’s big 
questions. Laughter 
reigns during a show-
ing of some light-
hearted romps at the 
“Quirky Love” screen-

ings. “NAKED — a musi-
cal short film,” follows 
the tale of a young woman 
who starts to believe her 
stressful life would ben-
efit from living naked, both 
figuratively and literally, 
told through music. “Ti-
tanic Love — The Short 
Film,” follows a fanatic of 
the James Cameron film 
“Titanic,” who pressures 
her boyfriend into taking a 

Titanic-themed cruise that 
they cannot afford.

And then there’s Chris-
topher Malinowski’s 2013 
narrative feature, “Yes, 
Your Tide is Cold and Dark, 
Sir,” which Gostkowski de-
scribes as David Lynch-y.

The film centers on a 
middle-aged guitar instruc-
tor who, along with some of 
his teenaged students, dis-
appears into the sand dunes 
of Delaware. Then, just as 

LIC venue focuses in on non-traditional movies
Chain NYC Film Festival 2013 provides thought-provoking cinema with room to fi nd new audiences

Continued on Page 48

IF YOU GO
Chain NYC Film Festival

When: Tuesday, Aug. 6 
through Sunday, Aug. 18
Where: Chain Theatre, 
21-28 45th Road, LIC
Cost: $10/per screening
Website: 
chainfi lmfestival.com

Actor Scott Wolf has a role in the short film “Imagine,” which will be screened at 
the Chain NYC Film Festival later this month. Photo courtesy Chain NYC Film Festival

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
AUGUST 8TH SPECIAL GUEST: CRAVING STRANGE
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR
$10 COVER INCLUDES ONE FREE Z COCKTAIL

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM

All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness
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PRODUCTIONS

“The Tempest” and “Love’s 
Labor Lost” — The Queens-
based Hip to Hip Theater 
Co. presents these two 
Shakespeare plays at 10 parks 
around the borough. Bring a 
picnic, blanket or a chair. A 
children’s theater games and 
learning session takes place 30 
minutes before curtain.
When: Wednesdays to Sundays 
through Aug. 15
Where: Aug. 2 — Sunnyside 
Gardens Park, Sunnyside, 
Tempest 8 pm; Aug. 3 — 
Gantry Plaza State Park, LIC, 
Love’s Labor, 7:30 pm; Aug. 
4 — Socrates Sculpture Park, 
LIC, Tempest, 5 pm; Aug. 
7 — Flushing Meadows Park, 
Flushing, Love’s Labor, 7:30 
pm; Aug. 8 — Crocheron Park, 
Bayside, Tempest, 7:30 pm; Aug. 
9 — Sunnyside Gardens Park, 
Sunnyside, Love’s Labor, 8 pm; 
Aug. 10 — Gantry Plaza State 
Park, LIC, Tempest, 7:30 pm 
Cost: Free
Website: hiptohip.org 

“Rockaway Café — The 
Comeback!” — The Rockaway 
Theatre company celebrates 
its return following the 
devastation following Hurricane 
Sandy with this musical revue. 
When: Aug. 2 - 4, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Fort Tilden Building T4, 
Barret Road, Rockaway
Cost: $20, $15/seniors, 
students and children under 12
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Jesus Christ Superstar” — 
The Andrew Lloyd Webber-Tim 
Rice rock opera tells the story 
of Jesus Christ’s fi nal days 
before his crucifi xion. 
When: Aug. 2 - 4 and Aug. 7 - 11; 
Wednesday through Saturday at 
8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: Advance purchase $18/
adults, $15/seniors and $7/
children; At the door $20/
adults, $17/seniors and $9/
children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: sgtg.org

“Les Misérables” — The 
streets of Paris come to Queens 
in this Broadway Blockbusters 
Production of the hit musical 
based on Victor Hugo’s book.
When: Aug. 2 - Aug. 4 and Aug. 
8 - Aug. 10; Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm 
Where: Immaculate Conception 
Center Theater, 7200 
Douglaston Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $25/general admission, 
$35/VIP seating
Contact: (516) 650-3231
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org/
broadway-blockbusters

“Anything Goes” — The HCJ 
Teen Drama Group presents 
Cole Porter’s musical about 
romance and gangsters on 
the high seas. Songs include 
“You’re the Tops,” “Blow, 
Gabriel, Blow,” and the title 
number. 
When: Aug. 8 - Aug. 11, Thursday 
at 7 pm, Friday and Saturday at 
8 pm, and Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Holy Child of Jesus 
Parish’s Monsignor Murray 
Auditorium, 111-11 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill
Cost: $10, $8/children under 12
Contact: (718) 847-1860

“Les Misérables” — The JC 
Players offer the borough’s 
second production of the iconic 
musical based on Victor Hugo’s 
novel. 
When: Friday, Aug. 9, 8 pm, 
at Glendale United Methodist 
Church, 66-14 Central Ave., 
Glendale;
Also on Saturday, Aug. 10 and 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 11 
and 18, 3 pm, at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-15 Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/
contactus.html

“The Wedding Singer” 
— Return to a time of big 
shoulder pads and bigger hair 
in 1980s New Jersey with the 
musical version of the Adam 
Sandler comedy. Following 
performances on Friday and 
Sunday night, the Secret 

Theatre will morph into an ’80s 
dance party. On Sunday nights, 
dress in your best ’80s outfi ts 
and get discounted tickets to 
the show. 
When: Aug. 9 through Aug. 24, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm; Sunday at 7 pm, 
Sunday matinees Aug. 17 and 
Aug. 24 at 3 pm.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Play On!” — The First String 
Players take on Rick Abbot’s 
comedy about a theater group 
trying to put on a play while 
everything that can go wrong does. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 10, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 11, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 18, 
2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 
recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” in the 
subject line. Include contact 
information and how you might 
like to volunteer.

 28.  Up to

 29.  Denials

 31.  Greek portico

 33.  Kind of wrap

 34.  Latin clarifier

 36.  Sir Galahad's father

 37.  Bullfight cheers

 41.  Sugary tidbit

 43.  Lacking value

 44.  Judge's decision

 45.  Red flags

 46.  Taxing ordeal?

 47.  IRA investment option

 48.  Cavern, in poetry

 50.  Skier's transport

 51.  Horned goddess

 54.  Start for step or stop

 55.  Pay dirt

 56.  K-O connection

 57.  Conducted

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 2-8, 2013

By Ed Canty

Outward Bound (Abbr.)
Across

 1.  Fiesta Bowl site
 6.  Part of an act
 11.  Game standout, briefly
 14.  Regard with contempt
 15.  Moses' brother
 16.  Texas tea
 17.  "The Road Not Taken" poet
 19.  Fancy neckwear
 20.  Suzanne of "Three's  
  Company"
 21.  Stirs
 23.  A drinker
 26.  Mass confusion
 27.  Mets' ace Dwight
 28.  Remove cargo
 30.  Ear part
 31.  Pig's nose
 32.  Letter before omega
 35.  Mythical monster
 36.  Millionaire producer
 38.  Conned
 39.  Not 'neath
 40.  Dr. Alzheimer
 41.  Tipper of note
 42.  Temper, as metal
 44.  Biologist's studies
 46.  Storage areas
 48.  Reason to complain
 49.  Cry of surrender
 50.  Like some British  
  sardines
 52.  Quote from Homer
 53.  Maine lunch, perhaps
 58.  "Lord, is ___?": Matthew
 59.  TV studio sign
 60.  The "Velvet Fog"
 61.  Vietnamese New Year
 62.  To the point
 63.  Devote, as time

Down
 1. Pitch
 2.  Prefix with friendly
 3.  Unruly crowd
 4.  Chairs do it
 5.  Put something on
 6.  "60 Minutes"  
  correspondent
 7.  Singer Vikki
 8.  Love god
 9.  Dissenting votes
 10.  Petition
 11.  Cell
 12.  Quartet member
 13.  Proto or ecto end
 18.  Some Feds
 22.  Uneven
 23.  Ice house
 24.  Bond player
 25.  Poor clerk of literature
 26.  Picture problem

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

HIT OR MISS
D O R A S C O W L A H A B
A L E S C O C O A L I R E
M I S S I O N A R Y M T G E
P O T A T O D E S O T O S

Y E T I S G A S H
V E H E M E N T G O T E A M
A M I R D U R E S S S S A
L O T S I A L T A F T
O T T N O T I F I R C A S
R E H E A T T I M B U K T U

E X I T S N A R E
E P S I L O N G A G G L E
T A P S M I S S O U R I A N
T R O T A L I N E I S M S
E A T S N E R O S T H E E

mysteriously, 10 months 
later, the students reap-
pear one by one, repeating 
the ominous sentence that 
serves as the movie’s title. 

“It’s exciting to watch 
someone give a shock to 

the audience,” Gostkowski 
said. “I respect that.” 

Malinowski’s movie 
also helps justify Gost-
kowski’s desire to provide 

a venue for non-Hollywood 
films that otherwise would 
head straight to Netflix. 

“We are at a cusp of 
time where you can’t see 
movies like this anymore 
in theaters,” Gostkowski 
said. “There is room for 
everything.”

Continued from Page 47

Film festival



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 26 - A

UGUST 1, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

49

Live Music &
Every FridayH A PP Y  HOUR  SPEC I A L S

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make fi rst left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Like us Follow us

every 
  sunday

BRINGING BACK LADIES NIGHT. 
Ladies half off drinks at the bar.

Thursday night 7 to 10 
all summer long

And this has become a ma-
jor production involving more 
than a dozen actors, along with 
crew members, interns, wardrobe 
personnel, set designer, assistant 
director and, new this year, educa-
tors. After receiving a grant, Hip to 
Hip has added a pre-show program 
titled “Kids and the Classics.” It 
consists of about 30 minutes of the-
ater games and activities geared 
toward the under-12 set to help 
them enjoy the show a little more. 

Before last week’s final dress 
rehearsal at Sunnyside Gardens 
Park, high school drama teacher 
Caitlin Cassidy, teaching artist 
Kathy Adely and actors Andrew 
Benowich, Christina Pagan and 
Dawn Clarke do a quick run-
through of “Love’s Labor’s Lost”’s 
pre-show program while the di-
rector of the kid’s component, 
Guy Ventoliere, who also serves 
as the company’s managing di-
rector, watches. 

The performers read through 
their lines, then stop and redo the 
exact scene but this time in mod-
ern English. 

Another game in this show 

before the show includes 
splitting participants into 
two groups where one 
bunch plays the ground-
lings, those ruckus audi-
ence members in the cheap 
seats, and the other half 
takes on the roles of per-
formers. As groundlings 
shout and point, the ac-
tors have to maintain their 
composure. All of this un-
folds in front of a set of flats 
— canvas and wood frames 
used in building the sets — 
decorated with pictures of 
words Shakespeare is cred-
ited with coining such as 
alligator and skim milk.

“It is fun for kids and 
adults. We have to entertain both,” 
said Ventoliere. “This is how we 
are able to tie it all in together.”

The sense of camaraderie 
spills over to the cast and crew 
members of Hip to Hip as well. Ac-
tors take on parts in both produc-
tions — usually a leading role in 
one and a smaller one in the other 
— but they also help load in and 
strike the sets at each venue. 

At last week’s dress rehearsal, 
Jason Marr and Holly Chou, who 

plays Miranda in “The Tempest,” 
rushed around the park with crew 
members hammering and drilling 
the modular set into place. Behind 
the scenes in a couple of pop-up 
tents being used as dressing rooms, 
Costume Designer Nancy Nichols 
and her assistant, Sarah Dixey, 
struggle with a portable clothes 
rack as actors arrive and begin to 
don their outfits. Over in a panel 
truck used as a movable storage 
room, “The Tempest” Co-director 

S. C. Lucier shows Elisabeth Pres-
ton the proper way to pull back the 
string on an archery bow for the ac-
tress’ role in “Love’s Labor’s Lost.”

Lucier went from assistant 
to co-director of “The Tempest” 
after that play’s lead left for a 
Broadway show and shifts in the 
cast forced Jason Marr to step 
into a larger performing role. 

“The theater gods have been 
on our side and we have gotten good 
replacements,” Lucier said. “We 

also lost a week of rehearsals be-
cause of rain. But this time crunch 
has lit a fire under us artistically 
and really brought us together.”

This cohesion increases as 
the season rolls on and actors set-
tle into their parts and get more 
comfortable with cast mates. 

“The shows grow as we per-
form them,” said Marr. “They de-
velop more nuances and richness 
and get tighter through repetition 
and working with an audience.”

(Above) Christina Pagan (l. to r.), Andrew Benowich and Caitlin Cassidy 
rehearse Hip to Hip Theatre Co.’s “Kids and the Classics” program at 
Sunnyside Gardens Park last week. (Right) Co-director S.C. Lucier (r.) 
shows Elisabeth Preston how to handle an archery bow before last 
week’s Hip to Hip Theatre Co.’s dress rehearsal at Sunnyside Gardens 
Park. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

Continued from Page 45

HIP TO HIP THEATER
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—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Our Deck Is Open!

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Cannot be combined with any other offers or 
specials. One Coupon Per Table Per Visit. 

Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. Expires 8/31/13.

($60 minimum)

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., 

Whitestone NY 11357
Dueponti-restaurant.com

Enjoy Lunch, Dinner & 
Sunday Brunch on The Deck

Live Piano Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings
Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available

BA
YS

ID
E 

TI
M

ES

Summer Children’s Programs at 

Poppenhusen Institute
For ages 6-12

August 5, 7, & 9  

Time: 10 am-noon
“A Paper Sculpting 

Workshop” - The children 
will create a 3-D creation 

with art educator,  
Steve Palermo.

114-04 14th  

For more information,  
contact us at:  

poppenhusen@juno.com 
or 718.358.0067. 

The Summer Series is supported, in 
part, by public funds from the New 
York City Department of Cultural 

Affairs in Partnership with the City 
Council and Con Edison.

Saturday, August 17
1 pm: 

1 pm: “The Hey Ya Brothers”

Admission
Free to workshop participants and their immediate families.

Suggested Donation for others: $5

Workshop Fees

August 12, 13, & 14  

Time: 10 am-noon
Tatooing and T-Shirt 

Designing  
Air Brushing Workshop,  

with art educator,  

Noon-1 pm 

Students are invited 

view old time “Laugh a 

workshops.

The Poppenhusen Institute

LIC Block Party — The second 
annual LIC Block Party features 
artist-led activities, live music, 
interactive performances, 
artists market and family-
friendly food court with local 
vendors. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 3, Noon 
to 5 pm
Where: Purves Street at 
Jackson and 43rd avenues, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — 
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Summer Sundays at the Park 
— Enjoy concerts every Sunday 
afternoon at Jackson Heights’ 
Travers Park. Performers 
include Alycia Perrin and the 
Latihente Dance Company on 
July 21 and Band in a Box and 
Once Again on July 28.
When: Sundays at 3 pm through 
Aug. 25
Where: Travers Park, 78th 
Street between 34th Avenue 
and Northern Boulevard, 
Jackson Heights
Cost: Free

Waterfront Concert Series 
— Bring a chair or blanket 
to enjoy live music at these 
free concerts sponsored by 
the Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition.
When: Thursdays, 7:30 pm, 
through Aug. 15

Where: Astoria Park Lawn, Shore 
Boulevard, between Hell Gate 
Bridge and the pool, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.centralastoria.org

Z Hotel Concert Series — Live 
music on the outdoor roof 
featuring Walter Finley and 
guest artists every Thursday; 
International House Music 
DJs every Friday; Top 40 and 
mixed format with celebrity DJs 
during Skyline Saturdays
When: Through Sept. 5, 
Thursdays 7 pm - 11 pm; Friday, 
doors at 6 pm with music at 9 
pm; Saturdays starting at 7 pm
Where: Z Hotel, 11-01 43rd Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Thursdays, $10 cover 
includes one Z Cocktail
Contact: (212) 319-7000
Website: www.zhotelny.com

Warm Up 2013 — MoMA PS1 
returns with its annual outdoor 
music festival. Every Saturday, 
Warm Up introduces audiences 
to the best in experimental live 
music, sound and DJs. 
When: Saturdays through Sept. 
7, Noon - 9 pm
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Design Zone Exhibit — Create 
a video game, practice your DJ 
skills or build a roller coaster 
while exploring how each uses 
math and science. 
When: Daily 10 am to 6 pm, 
through Sept. 1
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St. at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Cost: Free with NYSCI regular 
admission, $11/adults, $8/
children, students with ID and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact; (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through 
a cloud of a million jellyfi sh 
and visit an alien world where 
the tiniest creatures live in 
this 3D theater presentation. 
Recommended for children 6 
years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 
4:30 pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid 
in advance, $45 per session for 
club members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 46
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Madison Square Gar-
den’s days above Penn 
Station, through which 
thousands of Queens com-
muters pass daily, are now 
numbered and community 
activists hope it means a 
new start toward an elegant 
rail station named for Dan-
iel Patrick Moynihan.

The City Council last 
week voted overwhelming-
ly to allow Madison Square 
Garden 10 more years in its 
current spot, although Gar-
den officials had asked to 
stay in perpetuity.

Conversion of the 
100-year-old Farley Post 
Office adorned by a row of 
50-foot-high columns into 
a grand Penn Station was 
the brainchild of U.S. Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
a New Yorker who died in 

2003.
Penn Station would be 

moved across Eighth Av-
enue to the post office and 
leave behind its current 
home, which Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg described 
as a “dreary, subterranean 
failure.”

Vin Cipolla, president 
of the Municipal Art So-
ciety, called the project to 
build a new railroad station 
on Manhattan’s West Side 
“the key infrastructure 
and development project of 
our time and an essential 
investment in the future of 
our city. Now is the time to 
make it happen.”

The Alliance for a 
New Penn Station said the 
Council “has made clear 
that now is the time to get 
to work and build the Penn 
Station that New York City 
and the region desperately 

need.”
Kim Kerns, spokes-

woman for Madison Square 
Garden Co., noted that the 
Garden is in the midst of a 
three-year renovation cost-
ing almost $1 billion.

“Madison Square Gar-

den has operated at its cur-
rent site for generations 
and has been proud to bring 
New Yorkers some of the 
greatest and most iconic 
moments in sports and en-
tertainment,” Kerns said.

MSG moved to its cur-

rent site in 1968 from 49th 
Street and Eighth Avenue.

Nearly 550,000 people, 
including multitudes of 
Queens residents, pass dai-
ly through the underground 
station, the terminus of the 
Long Island Rail Road and 

a central stop on several 
major subway lines.

The original Penn-
sylvania Station was torn 
down in 1963. The origi-
nal station, a magnificent 
structure that opened in 
1911, was designed by the 
renowned architectural 
firm of McKim, Mead and 
White and its demolition 
resulted in the establish-
ment of the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission.

Planners say they hope 
to preserve the motto that 
stretches for two blocks 
high above the row of col-
umns of the Farley Post 
Office: “Neither Snow, Nor 
Rain, Nor Heat, Nor Gloom 
of Night Stays These Couri-
ers From the Swift Comple-
tion of their Appointed 
Rounds.”

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
Among two dozen pro-

testers outside the Becom-
ing America Congressional 
Delegation’s event in Jack-
son Heights Saturday was 
a mother who knows first-
hand how the country’s im-
migration policy can affect 
a family.

Natalia Mendez’s son, 
Marco Savaadre, is being 
detained in Eloy Detention 
Center in Arizona after he 
and eight other undocu-
mented immigrants, who 
are now being called the 
“Dream 9,” entered the 
United States last month 
to protest the number of 
people deported in recent 
years, his mother said.

Savaadre, a 23-year-
old graduate of Kenyon Col-
lege, and three others had 
been brought to the United 
States illegally as children 
and were living in the 
country when they volun-

tarily flew back to Mexico, 
the Los Angeles Times re-
ported.

The trio was joined 
by six others, who had re-
turned to Mexico mostly 
for personal reasons more 
than a year earlier, in their 
attempt to cross the border 
July 22 legally through the 
Nogales River and openly 
admit their immigration 
status, the Times reported. 
The group asked to be al-
lowed to enter through hu-
manitarian parole because 
their presence in the coun-
try would serve “an impor-
tant public interest,”  their 
lawyer told the Associated 
Press. 

Mendez, who spends 
most of her time working 
at the restaurant she owns 
in the Bronx, had not heard 
from her son immediately 
after he was detained, but 
recently he has been able 
to call her, she said during 
a phone interview Tuesday. 

She was unsure when she 
would be able to see him 
again.

On Saturday, the 
43-year-old mother hoped 
to bring attention to her son 
and the other “dreamers” 
by reaching out in person 
to members of Congress 
who attended the western 
Queens event. Mendez 
managed to speak with U.S. 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.) 
for several minutes outside 
the Jackson Heights Jew-
ish Center,  where he said 
he and other federal legis-
lators had written letters 
to President Barak Obama 
asking for the Dream 9 to 
be released.

But for the Bronx 
mother, her trip to Queens 
did not provide her with the 
outcome she has been seek-
ing for more than a week.

“I will be completely 
satisfied when I have my 
son by my side,” she said.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Despite its second loss 
in court, the Bloomberg ad-
ministration vowed Tues-
day to continue its fight to 
limit sugary drinks to 16 
ounces or less.

“We firmly disagree 
with the court’s reasoning 
and will seek to appeal to 
the [state] Court of Appeals 
as quickly as possible,” 
Corporation Counsel Mi-
chael Cardozo said in a 
statement. “There is broad 
precedent for the Board of 
Health to adopt significant 
measures to protect New 
Yorkers’ public health.”

The Appellate Divi-
sion, First Department 
issued an unanimous rul-
ing Tuesday stating Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
the city Health Department 
violated the “principle of 
separation of powers” when 
creating the ban.

This week’s decision 

follows a March ruling 
from Manhattan Supreme 
Court Justice Milton Tin-
gling, who said Bloomberg 
and the city Board of Health 
overstepped their jurisdic-
tions when proposing the 
ban.

The Appellate Divi-
sion’s ruling upheld Tin-
gling’s decision.

“Like the Supreme 
Court, we conclude that in 
promulgating this regula-
tion the Board of Health 
failed to act within the 
bounds of its lawfully del-
egated authority,” wrote 
Justice Dianne Renwick.

Following the ruling, 
the mayor reiterated his 
belief that sugary drinks 
remain the key factor in an 
obesity epidemic that kills 
5,000 New Yorkers each 
year.

“Since New York City’s 
groundbreaking limit on 
the portion size of sugary 
beverages was prevented 
from going into effect on 
March 12, more than 2,000 
New Yorkers have died 
from the effects of diabe-
tes,” Bloomberg said in a 
statement. “Today’s deci-
sion is a temporary setback, 
and we plan to appeal this 
decision as we continue the 
fight against the obesity 
epidemic.”

Various cup sizes and sugar 
cubes are displayed at a news 
conference at City Hall as the 
mayor announces his proposed 
ban of large sugary drinks. 

AP Photo/Richard Drew

Madison Square Garden must find a new home in a decade so a new train station, named after Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, can be built in the post office behind it.

Bloomberg’s soda ban falls fl at 
in latest ruling from the courts

‘Dream 9’ mom protests 
boro immigration event 

MSG must leave home atop Penn in 10 years
Despite $1B renovation, arena must vacate premises to make way for new terminal in Farley Post Offi ce
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Thanks to a whole 
new crop of outdoor liv-
ing conveniences, hom-
eowners now crave all 
the comforts of indoor 
spaces — only outdoors.  
Today’s diverse life-
styles dictate what fami-
lies want to add to patio 
plans.  Among these are 
open-air kitchens, out-
door fireplaces and fire 
pits, and what are com-
monly referred to as “out-
door rooms”.  One factor 
that can easily raise the 
budget is the cost con-
nected with installation, 
especially where qual-
ity, as it should be, is of 
paramount importance.  
As a manufacturer in 
the concrete pavingstone 
and wall systems indus-
try, I have always helped 
do-it-yourselfers, land-
scape designers and pro-
fessional contractors to 
address current trends 
in outdoor living and to 
turn “wish lists” into re-
ality. 

Cambridge Paving-
stones with Armortec® 
and Cambridge Wall-
stones offers a compre-
hensive line of products 
for outdoor lifestyles that 
combine unmistaken 
quality, natural beauty 
and value with design 
versatility.  However, we 
at Cambridge have eased 
the design/build factor 
with all-inclusive, pre-
packaged design kits on 
our entire line of outdoor 
living products.  For ex-
ample, our fire pit kits are 
ready to install.  Models 
are complete with grates 
for grilling, optional fire 
screens and galvanized, 
stainless steel covers 
while the outdoor fire-
places have dimensional 
cast stone surround op-
tions in a choice of col-

ors.
There is even an L-

shaped, open-air kitchen 
kit with a stainless steel 
appliance package and a 
decorator-inspired, gran-
ite countertop included.  
More adventurous cook-
ing enthusiasts can opt 
for a Cambridge Outdoor 
Pizza Oven Kit that also 
bakes bread and roasts 
veggies with an old world, 
brick oven flavor derived 
from an authentic wood-
fired oven.  Choose a 
pre-packaged Cambridge 
Patio Pub & Bistro Table 
for seating and gathering 
and/or a Grill and Bar 
Module Kit for food prep-
aration, all with tops in 
matching granite.

A pergola is typically 
an open-sided, garden 
structure that consists 
of pillars that support a 
partially open roof struc-
ture, such as latticework 
or a trellis.  In contrast, 
a patio pavilion also has 

open sides but a closed 
roof.  Both can convert an 
open patio into a sheltered 
outdoor room.  Columns 
(pillars) can be anchored 
into the pavement or set 
on columns (pedestals) 
a few feet above ground 

level.  If getting involved 
with building these kinds 
of structures seems to be 
a bit intimidating, Cam-
bridge offers both pergo-
las and pavilions also in 
pre-packaged kits.  The 
structures are set on any 

Cambridge wallstone col-
umns (sold separately).  
For added convenience, a 
pre-packaged column kit 
is available in a variety of 
color options. 

Pre-cut and pre-pack-
aged kits help profession-
als give you competitive 
pricing by reducing time 
and labor costs so you can 
be ready for greater out-
door living experiences 
this season.  For more 

outdoor living ideas and 
the nearest distributor, 
visit Cambridge online 
at www.cambridgepav-
ers.com.  If you have any 
questions whatsoever, 
you can e-mail them 
to me, Charles Gama-
rekian, at cambridge@
cambridgepavers.com.

For more information 
and where to buy go to 
www.cambridgepavers.
com

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

MANY CURRENT TRENDS IN OUTDOOR LIVING AMENITIES 
ARE CAPTURED IN EASY TO INSTALL PRE-PACKAGED KITS 

About the writer:
Charles H. Gama-

rekian is the Chairman/
CEO of Cambridge Pav-
ers Inc., manufacturers of 
Cambridge Pavingstones 
with ArmorTec®, Cam-

bridge Wallstones and a 
full line of products for 
outdoor living.  He is one 
of the founders and a cur-
rent board member of the 
Interlocking Pavement 
Institute.  Organized in 

1993, ICPI is the North 
American trade associa-
tion representing the inter-
locking concrete paver in-
dustry and considered by 
peer associations around 
the world as the leader in 

development and dissemi-
nation of technical infor-
mation for design profes-
sionals and contractors.  
Mr. Gamarekian is rec-
ognized worldwide as an 
expert in his field and 

is a frequent speaker on 
the proper installation of 
pavingstones, wallstones 
and many outdoor living 
products. 
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put in its place by a court,” 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said.

But while the appellate 
court shot down Exxon’s 
challenge, it also upheld 
the jury’s finding that the 
oil company was only re-
sponsible for paying to 
treat MTBE, and not other 
contaminants already in 
the ground.

In 2000, the city first 
detected MTBE at a cluster 
of wells near 108th Avenue 
and 165th Street in South 
Jamaica known as the Sta-
tion Six wells, which were 
acquired in 1996 with the 
purchase of the Jamaica 
Water Supply Co. amid com-
plaints of water quality.

The groundwater had 
been contaminated by a dry 
cleaning chemical known 
as “perc” at such levels 
that the city could not le-
gally serve the water, and 
the wells have been capped 
since they were taken over.

While the levels of 
MTBE found near the wells 

did not render the water 
non-potable, the city ar-
gued they would affect the 
taste and color enough to 
undermine confidence in 
the water supply when the 
wells are tapped to supple-
ment the closure of the Del-
aware Aqueduct in 2018 for 
repairs.

It is estimated the 
wells can draw about 10 
million gallons of water a 
day,  or enough for about 
80,000 people.

Exxon appealed pri-
marily on the grounds that 
the federal Clean Air Act, 
which required oil com-
panies to add oxygenate 
chemicals to gasoline, pre-
empted New York state’s 
tort laws, but the appeals 
court affirmed the lower 
court’s application of local 
laws.

“We agree with the 
district court that in de-
termining whether the city 
had established injury as a 
matter of New York law, the 
relevant question for the 
jury was whether ‘a reason-
able water provider in the 
city’s position would treat 
the water to reduce the lev-

els or minimize the effects 
of the MTBE in the com-
bined outflow of the Station 
6 wells in order to use that 
water as a back-up source of 
drinking water,” the three-
judge appeals panel wrote.

On cross appeal, the 
city argued Exxon should 
be responsible for paying 
to clean the water, not just 
the portion contaminated 
by MTBE, but the appeals 
court denied that argu-
ment.

“Indeed, the city pur-
chased the Station Six 
Wells from the Jamaica Wa-
ter Supply Company in re-
sponse to complaints about 
the quality of company-
supplied water, intending 
to use the wells as a back-
up water supply,” the ap-
pellate judges wrote. “The 
pre-existing contamina-
tion of that source required 
the city to build a treatment 
plant before it could effectu-
ate its purpose in purchas-
ing the wells — i.e., serving 
potable water in the future. 
Thus, the city expected to 
incur the cost of [perc]  de-
contamination.”

Continued from Page 1 

Exxon
later.

In Jackson Heights, 
official unveiled the co-
named corner at 77th Street 
and Broadway for Vasquez 
after a tribute by elected of-
ficials, including U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and state Sens. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing). One 
of his friends recalled go-
ing into gay bars with the 
native of Colombia to advo-
cate for safe sex practices 
in return for his work with 
Latino organizations.

“He gave me a lecture,” 
joked Nayibe Nunez-Berger, 
the president of the Latin 
American Cultural Cen-
ter, of which Vazquez was 
a founding member. “And I 
said, ‘Ok. It’s a deal. If you 
come with me to a business 
and we will ask for money 
for the Latin American 
Cultural Center, I’ll go with 
you.’ And I became famil-
iar with all the gay bars 
in Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst.”

A former seminar-
ian, Vazquez founded the 
U.S. Colombian SIDA/
AIDS Foundation and was 
a member of the Empire 
State Pride Agenda and 
the Latino Commission on 
AIDS, as well as Queens 
Gays and Lesbians United 
and the Queens Lesbian 
and Gay Pride Committee. 
He worked in the communi-
ty outreach department for 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis.

“He was waiting for a 
position at GMHC that he 
found to be the best place 
in the world to work,” said 
friend Rafaela “Ronnie” 
Billini, former director of 
the AIDS Center of Queens 
County. 

Vazquez also took his 
community work overseas 
in 1995, when he traveled 
to his homeland of Colom-
bia and funded a recreation 
room in an AIDS hospice 
in Pereira. A year later, 
Vazquez died at the age of 
42 from complications of 
AIDS.

“Today is not about 
mourning but remember-
ing this extraordinary 
man who touched so many 

hearts,” Billini said. 
Van Bramer and Quinn 

renamed the corner of 51st 
Street and 43rd Avenue in 
Woodside for Rispoli, who 
lived in the community for 
more than 30 years.

An avid supporter of 
music and the arts, Rispoli 
served as a mentor to young 
musicians throughout New 
York City, according to Van 
Bramer’s office. He also 
worked as an administra-
tor at the Greenwich House 
Music School 

In his free time, Rispo-
li cooked and cared for 
friends with AIDS and HIV 
through his volunteer work 
with the Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis, the councilman said.  
Rispoli had celebrated a 
year of legal marriage with 
Danyal Lawson, whom he 
had been with for 31 years, 
before he was murdered, 
Van Bramer said. Rispoli’s 
niece Christine ODonnell 
also was in attendance at 
the event,

Continued from Page 1 

Renaming

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 The St. John’s Univer-
sity men’s basketball team 
unveiled its non-conference 
schedule for next season 
that was highlighted by 
games against former Big 
East rival Syracuse and Big 
Ten power Wisconsin.

The veteran John-
nies open the regular sea-
son against Wisconsin, an 
NCAA Tournament team 
from a year ago, Nov. 8 at 
the newly renovated Penta-
gon in Sioux Falls, S.D. Red 
Storm Coach Steve Lavin 
is looking to challenge his 
club right out of the gate 
after exhibition games and 
a European trip in mid-Au-
gust that includes stops in 
France, Italy and Spain.

“Playing a Bo Ryan-
coached Badger team gives 
us an early season test 
and an opportunity to get 
a report card following an 
offseason that will include 
a European tour,” Lavin 
said.

St. John’s’ rivalry with 
Syracuse will continue, 
even with the Orange mov-
ing to the ACC this season 
as part of a massive con-
ference realignment in the 

NCAA. The two will face off 
Dec. 15 at Madison Square 
Garden to renew the battle 
as part of a home-and-home 
series, during which teams 
play against one another at 
home in consecutive years, 
announced last January. 
The Red Storm will travel 
to the Carrier Dome next 
season.

“St. John’s and Syra-
cuse are two of the storied 
programs in NCAA his-
tory, both with Top 10 num-
bers in overall victories 
and winning percentage,” 
Lavin said. “The Johnnies 
and Cuse rivalry is now 
more than a century old 
and deserves to continue.”

His club, returns all 
five of last year’s starters, 
including D’Angelo Harri-
son and JaKarr Sampson, 
from a team that went 17-
16 overall a year ago and 
lost in the second round of 
the NIT. It adds a Top 5 na-
tional point guard prospect 
in Rysheed Jordan, among 
others to the mix, as it looks 
to prove itself against local 
and national opponents be-
fore play in the new 10-team 
Big East conference sched-
ule begins.

Continued on Page 57

Red Storm scheduled 
to face Wisconsin fi rst

Cross star chases NBA spot
Landesberg sets goal of returning to U.S. after two years in Israel

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Sylven Landesberg is 
ready to take another shot 
at the NBA. It will just have 
to wait.

The former Holy Cross 
and Virginia University 
star is in the second year of 
a three-year contract with 
Maccabi Tel Aviv of the 
Israeli Basketball Super 
League. Landesberg has 
an opt-out clause after this 
year that will allow him to 
once again pursue a chance 
at the NBA.

“Going overseas is a 
great experience, but the 
ultimate goal is the NBA,” 
Landesberg said. “When my 
contract is up, I am going to 
test the waters again.”

The 6-foot-6 Landes-
berg, who has Israeli citi-
zenship, went undrafted in 
2010 after leaving Virginia 
after his sophomore year 
and had to prove himself 
overseas. Two years ago 
he averaged 20.7 points 
per game and 5.4 rebounds 
playing for Maccabi Haifa, 
which did not compete out-
side Israel. Last season, his 
production dipped in a dif-
ferent league and with a 
bump up in competition. 
Landesberg, who calls 
it the next step, scored 
just 5.8 points but 
shooting 55.4 percent 
from the field and 41 
percent from 3-point 
range.

“Being able to 
play against other 
European teams, 
it’s a different type 
of competition, a 
different type of 
game,” he said.

L a ndesb erg, 
who played for the 

Minnesota Timberwolves 
and New York Knicks in 
last year’s summer league, 
was a McDonald’s All-
American at Holy Cross, 
which won the CHSAA city 
title in 2008. Landesberg 
was also named New York 
State Mr. Basketball. He 
was the ACC Rookie of the 
Year and a second team 
all-conference selection as 
a sophomore for Virginia, 
averaging 17.3 points per 
contest. It was frustrating 
for him not to have been 
picked up by a team after 
he chose to leave college 
after two seasons.

“It’s disappointing, 
but you learn from it,” 
Landesberg said. “You 
just continue to work.”

It’s only added to 
his motivation to make 
his dream a reality. For-
mer Holy Cross assistant 
Coach Lloyd Desvigne, 
who was watch-
ing Landes-

berg play with Primetime 
at Nike Pro City at Baruch 
College, still holds 6 a.m. 
workout with Landesberg 
at Holy Cross when he is 
around.

Landesberg said he 
was told to work on his 
jumper, but for Desvigne 

it was a matter of his body 
maturing to make the dif-
ference. He thinks he still 
hasn’t reached his potential 
year, but is more prepared 
now for a run at the NBA 
than he was out of college.

“He’s definitely ready 
now,” Desvigne said. “He 
looks more like a grown 
man. You can’t rush Moth-
er Nature, no matter what 
you try to do.”

Landesberg hopes he 
has enough seasoning to be 
ready if his name is called 
for the NBA this time 
around.

“I’m driven every 
day by that,” Landes-
berg said. “That’s still 
the ultimate goal.”

Former Holy Cross star 
Sylven Landesberg is hop-

ing he has a second chance to 
play in the NBA. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

St. John’s head Coach Steve Lavin gives his team instructions dur-
ing a game earlier this year. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
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 Joshua Wallace put 
football on hold for basket-
ball after a stellar sopho-
more season on the gridiron 
at Holy Cross, but the sport 
hasn’t given up on him.

The former defensive 
back still gets letters from 
colleges interested in giv-
ing him a scholarship and 
gauging his interest. He 
said one day he was given a 
handful of letters from Mis-
souri.

“It’s ridiculous,” Wal-
lace said. “I think they are 
trying to make me play 
again or show that they are 
definitely interested.”

The 6-foot-3 rising se-
nior played football since 
he was a kid and his broth-

er Darryl Whiting was a 
star running back with the 
Knights and Fordham Uni-
versity. Wallace, who had 
90 tackles and six intercep-
tions as a sophomore on 
the varsity, said he stopped 
playing football because 
he enjoyed hoops more, its 
atmosphere and being in-
doors. Wallace, 16, hasn’t 
ruled out an eventual re-
turn to the gridiron for col-
lege if a basketball scholar-
ship doesn’t pan out.

“I feel like I can always 
come back to football later 
on,” Wallace said.

For now he is concen-
trating on becoming a bet-
ter basketball player and 
is learning the road to a 
hoops scholarship is not 
an easy one. Wallace has 
had a number of Division 
I schools, from UConn and 
Miami to Siena and Quin-
nipiac, watch him play over 
the last year, but has not 
garnered an offer yet.

Wallace is willing to 
wait.

“I’m not frustrated,” 
he said. “If a school is really 
interested and they really 
like me like they say we do, 
they will do what they have 
to do.”

Wallace is doing his 
part with The Rens travel 

ball team this summer. He 
has worked to expand his 
offensive game by improv-
ing his jumper and looking 
to attack the basket more. 
Wallace usually plays with 
a pass-first mentality. Lloyd 
Desvigne, his Rens coach 
and a Holy Cross assistant, 
believes Wallace will shine 

during his senior season.
“During the school 

year when he plays the 
point and does the job he 
is supposed to do, he will 
be much more of a hot com-
modity for a big school,” 
Desvigne said. “He will be 
a big, tough, athletic and 
physical point guard who 

can guard anybody on the 
floor.”

Defense is where 
Wallace’s football back-
ground helps the most. His 
strength and stamina allow 
him to give 100 percent on 
both ends of the floor and 
rarely tire. It also makes 
him a best to opponent’s top 
scorer.

“He is right on the 
cusp of being a really good 
player.” Desvigne said.

Wallace is expecting a 
strong year for the Knights 
under second-year Coach 
Tom Marchesini and along-
side star junior guard Jer-
maine Bishop. He and his 
teammates will be more 
comfortable in Marchesi-
ni’s system.

“It’s definitely going to 
be a better year for us,” Wal-
lace said. “I know that.”

The rest of his sports 
future is still uncertain.

Holy Cross’ Joshua Wallace (c.) grabs for the ball during a game earlier this year. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Football player shoots for hoops scholarship
Former Knights defensive back waits for offer to play college basketball as schools court him on gridiron

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Justin Burrell’s NBA 

aspirations will have to 
wait.

A high ankle sprain 
injury kept the former St. 
John’s University star from 
participating in this year’s 
NBA Summer League de-
spite potential workouts 
with the Los Angeles Clip-
pers, New York Knicks and 
Los Angeles Lakers. Bur-
rell, who just finished his 
second season overseas, 
hurt the ankle the day he 
returned from France back 
in June. The 6-foot-8 for-
ward, who played with the 
Golden State Warriors in 
the 2012 Summer League, 
had high hopes.

“I thought this was go-
ing to be my year,” he said. 
“It didn’t happen. So maybe 

next year.”
Burrell, who plays for 

The Franchise/Sean Bell 
at the Nike Pro City unlim-
ited league at Baruch Col-
lege, still hasn’t recovered 
fully. He is known for being 
a power dunker. He said he 
is still having trouble jump-
ing and didn’t think he was 
going to be able to  dunk on 
one attempt last Thursday 
night in a win over the Up-
towners.

“I was super disap-
pointed,” Burrell said. “I 
thought it wasn’t going to 
be this long, but I did real-
ize how severe [the injury] 
was.”

Despite the setback, 
Burrell is building a résu-
mé of success and produc-
tion as a pro. He was the 
Most Valuable Player in 
the Japanese Professional 

League with the Yokohama 
B-Corsairs two years ago. 
He led the club to a 31-21 re-
cord by averaging a double 
double of 18 points and 10 
rebounds per contest. Yoko-
hama reached the league’s 
semifinals as an expansion 
club.

This past season 
marked a step up in com-
petition and his first in Eu-
rope with Chalons-Reims. 
Burrell excelled again. He 
averaged 16.5 points per 
game and 7.3 rebounds to 
help lead his team to a 23-
11 record and spot in the 
championship game of 
the second division of the 
French league. Burrell, 
who was the Big East Sixth 
Man of the Year in his final 
season at St. John’s, thinks 
he is establishing himself 

Injury delays SJU forward 
from pro summer leagues

BY JOSEPH GARGIULO
 
Pro wrestling promo-

tion Dragon Gate USA said 
“konichiwa” to Queens Sat-
urday night by holding its 
first card here, kicking off 
a weekend of shows in cel-
ebration of turning four.

The company, the 
American branch of the 
Japanese promotion Drag-
on Gate, produced the live 
online pay-per-view event 
Bushido: Code of the War-
rior from the Brooklyn-
Queensborough Elks 
Lodge, at 82-20 Queens 
Blvd. in Elmhurst.

Airing on wwnlive.
com, the main event was 
a six-man tag team match 
that culminated with both 
teams using tables, ladders 
and chairs as weapons in 
an attempt to win.

Billed as the “Gate to 
Heaven Match,” the nearly 
half-hour bout was best 
two-out-of-three falls in 
which all three falls were 
contested. This was be-
cause in the event that one 
team won all three falls, 

then each individual mem-
ber of that team would re-
ceive any future title match 
of their choosing.

The stipulation for the 
first fall was that two refer-
ees would preside over the 

DGUSA makes boro debut 
to mark fourth anniversary

Rich Swann (l.) comes to the aid of DG Open the Twin Gate Champion 
Ricochet (r.) after DGUSA Open the United Gate Champions The 
Young Bucks (Matt Jackson and Nick Jackson) turned on their 
teammate after the main event. Photo by Joseph Gargiulo

Continued on Page 57Continued on Page 57
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St. John’s, which 
finished with the No. 39 
strength of schedule in the 
nation last season, wel-
comes Wagner, Bucknell, 
Monmouth and Longwood 
to Carnesecca Arena in No-
vember and San Francisco 
and Youngstown State in 
December. It closes No-
vember against Penn State 
in Brooklyn as part of the 
Barclays Center Classic 

Nov. 30.
The Red Storm battles 

local rival Fordham as part 
of the Madison Square Gar-
den Holiday Festival Dec. 7. 
They also take on Columbia 
at the home of the Brooklyn 
Nets Dec. 28 during its Win-
ter Hoops Classic before 
closing its non-conference 
slate against Dartmouth in 
Queens Jan. 18.

“At the dawn of a new 
era for the Big East, our 
squad will face a rigorous 
non-conference schedule,” 
Lavin said.  

Continued from Page 55 

St. John’s
contest and tags would be 
strictly enforced. DG Open 
the Twin Gate Champion 
Ricochet and DGUSA Open 
the United Gate Champions 
The Young Bucks (Matt 
Jackson and Nick Jackson) 
won via pinfall.

They lost the second 
fall, however, via submis-
sion to AR Fox, CIMA, and 
Tomahawk TT. This fall 
was contested under Drag-

on Gate Rules, meaning 
that no tags were needed.

With the first two falls 
split evenly between the 
two teams, the deciding fall 
allowed for the legal use of 
tables, ladders and chairs. 
By scoring the pinfall, Ric-
ochet and The Young Bucks 
won the match.

The undercard was 
highlighted by three 
matches, which included a 
six-way freestyle contest. 
Scott Reed won the bout by 
fending off his five other 
opponents, though his as-

sociate Larry Dallas, who 
was not a match partici-
pant, helped.

In the other two 
matches, DGUSA Open the 
Freedom Gate Champion 
Johnny Gargano knocked 
out Rich Swann for the 
win when he illegally used 
a strap to choke Swann. 
Chuck Taylor defeated 
Jon Davis in a bunkhouse 
match, a hardcore-style 
bout. Weapons in this con-
test included a bottle of 
water, a plunger and the 
referee.

In other action, Uhaa 
Nation, ex-World Wrestling 
Entertainment performer 
Trent Baretta and Anthony 
Nese won their respective 
matches, and the event’s 
pre-show consisted of a sin-
gles contest and a tag team 
bout.

On Sunday, DGUSA’s 
festivities ended with its 
Enter the Dragon: Fourth 
Anniversary Celebration 
pay-per-view at the High-
line Ballroom in Manhat-
tan.

as a winning player.
“It’s all about your ré-

sumé,” he said. “The NBA 
and all that stuff is about 
what you could possibly do. 
In Europe it’s about what 
you have done. The more 
you do, the better position 
you will be in.”

Franchise/Sean Bell 
Coach Rah Wiggins be-
lieves Burrell is in a good 
place right now. He has 

added a midrange jumper 
to his game. He is a high-
energy guy and a strong 
rebounder who can finish 
around the rim. It’s that 
motor that could eventu-
ally earn him a chance to 
play in the NBA.

“All he has to do is out-
work everybody,” Wiggins 
said. “Don’t worry about 
scoring. Everybody can 
score in the NBA. So do 
something that people don’t 
want to do like rebound.”

One thing Burrell 
wants to do is to keep chal-

lenging himself and keep 
trying to play better com-
petition. He said he has a 
number of opportunities 
available overseas. Those 
around him are pulling for 
him to eventually sign with 
an NBA team and hope it is 
meant to be down the road.

“For him to come so 
close and get injured, it just 
means he has to stay strong 
and don’t let it be a setback 
for him,” Wiggins said. 
“God has a plan for every-
body. If it’s meant to be, it’s 
going to happen.”

Continued from Page 56 
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an omission that never 
should have been there.”

It was a similar scene 
at nearby Glen Oaks Vil-
lage, where co-op President 
Bob Friedrich reported 

more than $250,000 in dam-
ages to the neighborhood’s 
trees, sidewalks and roofs 
of more than half of the 134 
buildings there.

“Let me remind FEMA 
that the mothers, fathers 
and children of Glen Oaks 
Village are no different 
than the mothers, fathers 

and children who live in 
private homes,” Friedrich 
said. “To deny co-ops the 
ability to obtain FEMA 
grant money simply be-
cause of the type of hous-
ing choices their residents 
have made is shameful and 
should not have taken this 
legislation to correct it.”

each one is hurting the oth-
er just by being in the race.

“I consider each of 
the candidates for Queens 
borough president to be a 
friend and, in the case of 
Senator Avella, also a col-
league who I was happy to 
help. While I believe any of 
the three contenders would 
make a great borough pres-
ident, my support of Peter 
Vallone Jr. is well known 

and unwavering,” Gia-
naris said in a statement. 
“He will be an outstanding 
leader for Queens and I am 
proud to have endorsed his 
candidacy.”

The Queens County 
Democratic Party is back-
ing Katz, which is why 
Gianaris’ decision to break 
from the pack makes his 
endorsement more valuable 
than money, Vallone said.

“We didn’t ask Mike for 
money because we didn’t 
need it like Tony Avella 
desperately does,”  said An-

drew Moesel, a spokesman 
for the Vallone campaign. 
“But we’re happy to have 
the support of someone 
who has the guts to stand 
up to county and do what’s 
best for Queens, which is 
much more valuable and 
what Peter’s campaign is 
all about.”

Avella did not respond 
to a request for comment. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Gianaris

group’s tour guide and in-
spiration during the trip, 
which included visits to 
Ellis Island, the African 
Burial Ground National 
Monument, the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage and the 
National September 11 Me-
morial.

In Queens, the group 
heard from Ana Maria Ar-
chila, co-executive director 
of Make the Road New York; 
Steven Choi, executive di-
rector of the New York Im-
migration Coalition; and 
John Stahl, director of legal 
services at the Emerald Isle 
Immigration Center.

Stahl spoke about the 
center’s work, providing le-
gal assistance, citizenship 
preparation, adult literacy 
programs, social services 
and employment guidance. 
Started 25 years ago to as-
sist newly arrived Irish 
immigrants, Emerald Isle, 
which has offices in both 
Woodside and Woodlawn, 
has branched out over 
time, and in the past year 
the organization assisted 
newcomers from 52 coun-
tries, including Ireland, 
Stahl said.

Archila spoke about 
her aunt, Saramaria Archi-
la, an activist and lawyer 
who traveled to the United 
States from Colombia and 
founded the Latin Ameri-
can Integration Center, 
which later merged with 
Make the Road By Walking 
to form Make the Road New 
York. By 2000, the Latin 
American Integration Cen-
ter had helped more than 
10,000 New Yorkers become 
U.S. citizens, Ana Maria 
Archila said.

“After 10 years, [Sara-
maria Archila] got her own 
citizenship and was able 
to vote for the first time in 
2003, and she passed away 
a few months later but with 
the satisfaction that she got 
to exercise that very dear 
right she loved so much 
and helped so much people 
achieve,” her niece told the 
audience.

The final speaker to 
address lawmakers was 
21-year-old Nadia Habib, 
who was brought to the 
United States at 18 months 
old from Bangladesh by her 
mother so they could be re-
united with Habib’s father, 
who was already living in 
the country.

“We remained after 
our visas expired because 
my father thought it would 
be better if we stayed with 
him,” she said. “America to 
him was a land of opportu-
nity.”

Habib described grow-
ing up as an undocumented 
immigrant in contrast to 

her two brothers, who are 
American citizens. For ex-
ample, she was unable to 
apply for financial aid for 
school.

“Our worst fears came 
true when after living in 
the U.S. for 18 years, my 
mother and I received a 
deportation letter with an 
order of removal,” she told 
the crowd.

With the help of im-
migration advocates, the 
pair was issued a stay of re-
moval in 2011, which could 
be lifted at any time, and 
Habib was able to secure a 
work permit, which was ex-
tended under the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals program. She said 
she hopes to continue her 
education and eventually 
become an architect.

“Hope is what keeps 
so many people going and 
it is why I am standing be-
fore you today,” the recent 
Stony Brook University 
graduate said.

Continued from Page 5 

Conference

In recognition of the 
MTA reaching the mile-
stone, Maloney issued a 
report card to take stock of 
the progress.

The MTA has com-
pleted all tunnel boring for 
the Second Avenue subway, 
awarded all 10 of the re-
maining contracts for the 
project, dismantled on-site 
temporary buildings and 
remained on time and on 
budget for four consecutive 
years.

The Second Avenue 
subway is scheduled to 
open in 2016.

“When it’s completed, 
it will provide much-needed 
transit relief for commut-
ers, who deserve a more 
comfortable and more effi-
cient ride,” Maloney said.

Continued from Page 5 

Noise

and asking her to trans-
late.

“I didn’t understand,” 
she muttered in Mandarin.

Weiner found no re-
spite from the headlines in 
the days after his visit. A 
woman he exchanged lurid 
messages with last summer 
— a year after resigning 

and while embarking on 
his apology tour with wife 
Huma Abedin — revealed 
she has not ruled out star-
ring in a pornographic rec-
reation of the steamy sext 
sessions.

The chorus of pundits 
calling for Weiner to resign 
also grew, with President 
Barack Obama’s former 
senior adviser, David Axel-
rod, and Bill Clinton’s for-
mer press secretary, Dee 

Dee Myers, who are both 
closely connected with the 
Clinton family, calling for a 
defiant Weiner to drop out.

“I don’t take my cues 
on policy from the Sunday 
talk shows and listening to 
pundits,” he said Monday, 
attempting to steer the con-
versation back to the city’s 
struggling middle class. “I 
don’t take my cues from the 
headline writers at newspa-
pers. I never have.”

Continued from Page 4 

Weiner
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Coops

ried Dec. 1, 2011.
The last post, from 

April 23, 2013, read, “Y dey 
hate u don’t like da lights 
in my eyes ...wat dat mean 
warrrrr.....”

According to the Post, 
O’Neal’s mother demanded 
her daughter never see 
Smallwood again after 
the couple were arrested 
in early July for allegedly 
stealing jewelry from a Ja-
maica store.

Continued from Page 20 

Suicide

concerns of the elderly, but 
he largely stuck to public 
safety, telling the crowd 
he would help keep crime 
down. He is chairman of 
the Council Public Safety 
Committee.

“My top priority is 
keeping you safe,” he said. 

“Without safe streets, you 
can’t get to senior cen-
ters, you can’t enjoy your 
parks.”

Avella and Vallone 
flung barbs at each other 
throughout the afternoon.

Vallone said he would 
“not just have press confer-
ences,” a slight directed at 
the senator.

Avella reached into the 
past, when the Democratic 

trio all served in the Coun-
cil at the same time, to jab 
Katz and Vallone for vot-
ing to extend term limits, 
which ushered in another 
four years of the Bloomberg 
administration. Avella vot-
ed against the extension.

Katz characterized the 
barb as a distraction, say-
ing the race was not about 
term limits.

Continued from Page 4 

Beep

feasibility study conducted 
by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority deter-
mined that restarting train 
service would be cost pro-
hibitive.

Giannelli hopes to at 
least come to a compro-
mise: develop the rail line 
from Rego Park to Forest 
Park and build the rail link 
between Rockaway at the 
transit hub at Atlantic Av-
enue. 

“And leave the good 
people of 98th Street alone,” 

he said.
He said he hopes that 

emphasizing that this is a 
property rights issue will 
help.

“I’m not going to give 
up on the good sense of New 
Yorkers,” he said.

Continued from Page 6 

Queensway

the young girl is receiving 
social services, adding that 
she has had contact with 
the criminal justice system 
previously and has not re-
turned to her family.

Continued from Page 21 

Verdict

Nadia Habib, who spoke about her experience as an undocumented 
immigrant, applauds during the program. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.


