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City officials have vowed 
to keep a closer eye on the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial Ground 
after the leader of its conservancy 
spoke out against the area’s ne-
glect.

Parks Department crews 
have spent recent weeks clean-
ing up the sacred site, which Bay-
side activist and Co-chairman of 
the Burial Ground Conservancy 
Mandingo Tshaka said was 
quickly slipping into a space of 
overgrown weeds and vegetation. 

Continued on Page 46

BY JOE ANUTA

A 41-year-old man was 
slapped with charges of assault 
and resisting arrest in connec-
tion with a standoff with police 
on a quiet Bayside street last 
weekend.

The NYPD descended upon 
42nd Avenue Saturday night with 
guns drawn and what neighbors 
described as a SWAT team-like 
vehicle after Tommy Karousos al-
legedly assaulted two men nearby 

before retreating to the basement 
of his parent’s house and refusing 
to come out, police said.

The man’s mother and a 
neighbor called the hours-long 
standoff an absurd overreaction.

“This must be the biggest 
drama ever in Bayside,” said 
resident Jasmine Singh, who was 
told to vacate her house Saturday 
night by a rifle-wielding NYPD 
officer.

Two men told cops that 
Continued on Page 46

A CNG Publication Vol. 79 No. 32 52 total pages

TRAGEDY
Aleksander Dikov arrives at the site where his pregnant wife, Ying Yi Li, 
was fatally crushed by a falling tree in Kissena Park over the weekend. 
See story on Page 2. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Boro considers 
new headstones 
for Flushing site

Police arrest 
Bayside man 
after standoff
Cops settle heated 42nd Ave. dispute
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Crews work to clean up overgrown 
weeds and vegetation at the burial 
ground in Flushing. Photo by Phil Corso

Parents, teachers want 
principal of PS 29 fi red
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Parents, teachers and 

a state lawmaker called for 
the ouster of a College Point 
elementary school princi-
pal last week.

A rally was held Aug. 
1 outside PS 29, near the 
corner of 23rd Avenue and 
126th Street, where Jen-
nifer Jones-Rogers has 
overseen the pre-kinder-
garten through fifth-grade 
institution for the past 
three years.

“I’m here because of 
the disgraceful actions of 
Principal Jennifer Jones-
Rogers,” Avella said. “I’m 
calling for the removal of 
this principal.”

The crowd had a 
laundry list of grievances 
against the educator: she 
forced teachers  out of their 
jobs, crammed children 
into special education 
classes without the consent 
of parents, wasted money 
on contracts and overtime 
and dismantled the com-
puter lab and library.

The city Department of 
Education said it would in-

vestigate the claims, while 
the principal union’s execu-
tive vice director disputed 
the claims and had a more 
forceful response.

“This is a typical case 
of a handful of disgruntled 
people — and a politician 
who is looking to further 
his constituent base in an 
election season — ganging 
up on an effective school 
leader,” said Mark Can-
nizzaro, of the Council of 
School Supervisors and 
Administrators.

A key indicator of dis-
satisfaction is the 25 out of 
45 teachers who have left 
over the last three years, 
former and current educa-
tors contend.

One teacher who did 
not want to be named said 
he was forced to resign 
after Jones-Rogers threat-
ened to fire him, while an-
other former instructor at 
the school said when she 
disagreed with the leader, 
she actually got the ax.

Data from the state 
show that after Jones-
Rogers’ first year ended, 

BY JOE ANUTA

The family of a 30-year-
old pregnant woman killed 
by a falling tree Sunday 
was making funeral ar-
rangements in the wake of 
her untimely death.

“Right now, we’re just 
trying to investigate to find 
out what happened, how 
something like this could 
occur,” Anthony Como, a 
friend of the family, said 
Monday outside of the vic-
tim’s Parsons Boulevard 
apartment.

Ying Yi Li was sitting 
on a bench near Kissena 
Park’s picturesque lake at 
about 6:25 p.m. when the 
trunk of a 50-foot oak broke 
off about 8 feet from the 
ground and crushed her, 
police and the city Parks 
Department said. She was 
six months pregnant.

“The incident involv-
ing a falling tree Sunday in 
Kissena Park was a tragic 
accident and our thoughts 
and prayers are with the 
victim’s family,” said Parks 
spokesman Arthur Pincus, 
who vowed to look into the 
incident.

Li had been married 
to Aleksandar Dikov, a 
member of the U.S. Army 
Reserves about 10 years her 
junior, for a little more than 
a year, according to Como. 
The happy couple met at the 
Flushing YMCA and lived 
with Dikov’s parents.

 On Sunday, Dikov paid 
an emotional visit to the ac-
cident site where, dressed 
in his military uniform, he 
laid down some flowers. 

Days later, Li’s father 
arrived in Queens from 
China to help with the fu-
neral arrangements.

“Oh, my God, I can’t 
believe that happened,” 
said neighbor Christina 
Leib when informed of the 
tragedy. “They were always 
together.”

Arborist Carsten 
Glaeser, also vice president 
of the Kissena Park Civic 
Association, said the stump 
appeared to be about 60 per-

cent rotten.
He, along with state 

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and a nonprofit called 
New York City Park Advo-
cates, called for an end to 
the mayor’s Million Trees 
Program, which seeks 
to plant more greenery 
around the city. They sug-
gested that the money for 
the program should instead 
be spent on maintaining ex-
isting foliage.

“A top-to-bottom re-

view is needed of how trees 
in highly used parkland are 
managed,” Glaeser said. “I 
think the Parks model is 
complaint-driven.”

As an example, Glaes-
er said the day after the 
Kissena Park death a huge 
limb fell onto a walking 
path near the site of the ac-
cident.

“If it fell and hit me on 
the head, there would be se-
rious health implications,” 
he said.

Monitoring trees is 
not a simple task, said the 
arborist, who specializes 
in assessing trees in urban 
environments.

Glaeser said it would 
be difficult to eyeball a tree 
like the 70-year-old oak and 
determine if it was rotten, 
but inspectors could have 
looked for clues like de-
cayed matter on the trunk 
that might have led to more 
serious investigations.

For example, if an ar-
borist suspects a tree might 
be rotting from the inside 
out, he or she can use a mal-
let to tap on the trunk and 
listen for the sound of a tell-
tale hollowness.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Lukas Chavez, 9, joins teachers and parents in protesting the reign 
of PS 29 Principal Jennifer Jones Rogers. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

College Point calls 
for new PS 29 head

Tree kills Flushing woman
Young pregnant wife on Kissena Park bench crushed by old oak

Continued on Page 46
Aleksandar Dikov poses with his wife Ying Yi Li, who was killed 
while six months pregnant by a falling tree.

The couple had 
been married for 
just over a year.
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BY JOE ANUTA

It was a battle of the bean 
curds.

About 100 people packed a 
Flushing basement Saturday to 
watch an annual cooking compe-
tition in which a panel of judges 
noshed on platters including tofu 
lime pie, tofu sticky rice balls and 
a dish translated as “100 birds 
facing the phoenix” — an actual 
phoenix, carved out of a carrot, 
was perched on one side of the 
plate.

But it was I. I. Chu’s dish 
of tofu in green sauce that took 
home first prize.

“Tofu is a well-known, 
healthy dish in Chinese culture,” 
said Greg Tai, of Health Plus, an 
area insurance provider that 
helped sponsor the second annual 
tofu cooking contest, where area 
culinary types whipped up a va-
riety of dishes to promote healthy 
eating. Spectators were treated to 
lifestyle tips and lunch — tofu, of 
course.

James Chang, director of the 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Of-
fice, on 41st Road, where the com-
petition was held, spoke at length 
about the beneficial side effects of 

soy products. Downing a glass of 
soy milk before bed, for instance, 
can lead to a better night’s sleep, 
he said.

Much of the medicinal lore 
surrounding tofu cannot be pin-
pointed through science, said 
Gene He, who has a Ph.D. in food 
science and now owns a company 
that produces the stuff.

As with any health claims, 
the benefits are fiercely debated, 
but He said tofu is a healthy al-
ternative to other proteins like 
meat and dairy products, since 
the soy product does not have any 
cholesterol and tiny amounts of 
saturated fat.

In addition, the tofu-produc-
tion process introduces calcium, 
which fills a crucial hole in the 
diets of many Asians, who do not 
drink milk or eat cheese, he said.

Amy Chen was one of the 12 
amateur chefs who responded to a 
call for entries a few weeks ago.

The Long Islander originally 
hails from Taiwan, widely con-
sidered a hotbed of innovative 

cuisine.
“I was thinking for two or 

three weeks of how it was going to 
look and taste,” said Amy Chen, 
who did not cook her completely 
original dish for the first time un-

til the day of the competition.
Instead, Chen paced the aisles 

of markets, dreamed of spices and 
assembled the ingredients in her 
head, finally revealing what she 
would whip up to her husband the 
night before the big day.

She settled on two types of 

tofu: one thinly sliced and slight-
ly wrinkly version that absorbed 
a flavorful marinade before Chen 
sauteed it with vegetables, and 
also deep-fried hunks of stuffed 
tofu with noodles and other good-
ies.

Chen’s cerebral approach 
stood in stark contrast to some of 
the other entrants’.

She gestured to her friend, 
an older woman sitting behind 
her: “Her family was eating tofu 
for two weeks!”

Chen had entered the compe-
tition the year before, but found 
her dish was not visually up to 
snuff.

The panel of judges, which 
included tofu cookbook author 
Angela Chang and City Coun-
cilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
carefully considered each platter 
for presentation, smell, taste and 
creativity.

“Tastes a little bland,” Koo 
said of one elaborately prepared 
creation before scribbling his ver-
dict down on a clipboard.

Cookbook author Angela Chang (l.) 
digs into tofu lime pie she will later 
judge at an annual cooking contest. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing tofu competition shows diversity of veggie staple
Crowd crams into Taipei Economic and Cultural center to watch chefs slice up soy specialties

JCCA’s Forest Hills Child Care Center Summer and Fall 
Openings 

Serving our neighborhood’s children for more than 31 years, Jewish Child 
Care Association’s Forest Hills Child Care Center is one of the community’s 
oldest and most trusted child care programs for children ages 2-4. 

Special features include: 

 Year-round, full-day program (Monday-Friday 
7:30 am to 6 pm)  

 Nutritious kosher breakfasts and snacks 

 Professional, bilingual staff (Russian, 
Hebrew and Spanish) 

 All Group teachers have Masters degrees 

 Small classes and individual attention  

 Universal Pre K (UPK) partial day program 
reviewed highly by the Dept. of Education

 Licensed by the NYC Dept. of Health

Registration for Summer and Fall Programs. 
Availability is very limited  For more information go 
to www.jccany.org/fhccc or Contact: Abbe Natanielov 
at Natanielova@jccany.org  718-263-5730 

Forest Hills Child Care Center
108-05 68th Rd, Forest Hills 

Limited openings available for our fall program! 
Some summer openings still available!

are programs for children ages 2-4.

Monday-Friday 

and snacks

Russian, 

ters degrees

attention  

day program
of Education

Health

all Programs. 
more information go 

ontact: Abbe Natanielov 
18-263-5730

An edible phoenix gazes out over 
the tofu dish that bears its name. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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BY PHIL CORSO

A former candidate 
for the state Senate has re-
emerged in the political 
arena, but this time he is 
vying for a spot in the City 
Council.

Retired NYPD Capt. 
Joseph Concannon started 
circulating petitions this 
week to challenge Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) on the 
Reform Party line and said 
he was drawing much of his 
inspiration to run on the is-
sue of stop-and-frisk.

The councilman voted 
in favor of a package of 
NYPD reform bills in June 
that would create an in-
spector general under the 
city Department of Investi-
gation to oversee the Police 
Department and amend the 
city’s current profiling law 
to create a means for poten-
tial profiling victims to sue 
the department.

The Community Safety 
Act passed the City Council 
June 26, but ran into oppo-
sition late last month when 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

made good on 
his promise to 
veto the mea-
sure. The Coun-
cil has until 

Aug. 22 to vote 
on overturning the mayor-
al veto, but could possibly 
hold a special meeting be-
fore then.

“Shame on Mark We-
prin. He should clearly un-
derstand that the economic 
vitality of New York City 
depends on solid crime con-
trol strategies,” Concannon 
said. “This Police Depart-
ment already has more 
oversight than I could name 
to you. There is no need to 
waste millions in setting 
up a police monitor.”

Bloomberg immediate-
ly vetoed both Council bills 
after their passage and also 
pledged to use his political 
influences against law-
makers who voted in their 
favor. Weeks later, Concan-
non arose as Weprin’s lone 
challenger for his Council 
seat to which he was elect-

ed in 2009.
Concannon ran as a  

Republican and lost in a bid 
to unseat Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) last year and 
has since been working on 
his own private security 
firm, but said Weprin’s ac-
tions on stop-and-frisk pro-
pelled him back into the 
political sphere.

“This could take us 
back 25 years to a point 
in time where the murder 
rate was at 2,200 people per 
year,” Concannon said.

He has until Aug. 20 to 
collect 400 signatures, but 
the former police officer of 
25 years said he was aiming 
for well above that number 
by drawing largely from 
his law enforcement back-
ground.

“I went back to the 
people in law enforcement 
and said, ‘Look, if you can 
guarantee me that I will get 
your support and backing, 
vocally and every other 
way, then you’ve got a can-
didate,’” Concannon said. 
“I’m not going to let my 
friends down.”

The retired cop was 
scheduled to take to the 
steps of City Hall this 
Thursday to outline his 
plan and call out his op-
ponent on the hot-button 
issue, on which Weprin 
defended his position in a 
July letter to TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

“I have enormous re-
spect for the work of the 
NYPD, and I would never 
vote for a law that would 
put New Yorkers in harm’s 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A report on City 

Comptroller John Liu’s  
fund-raising for the may-
oral race provides insight 
into the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board’s decision to 
deny him public matching 
funds.

On Monday, the board 
voted to withhold about 
$3.5 million from Liu, 
which would have more 
than doubled his current 
war chest and matched the 
total money he has already 
raised on his own, dealing 
a crippling blow to the cam-
paign.

“I am disappointed in 
the CFB’s decision to not 
only deny my campaign, 
but to deny thousands of 
New Yorkers of their abil-
ity to leverage their own 
dollars,” Liu said in a state-
ment.  

In contrast, front-
runner Council Speaker 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) re-
ceived more than $3.5 mil-
lion from the board for the 
race, bringing her cash on 
hand to an estimated $9.3 
million, dwarfing Liu’s ac-

count.
Despite the mammoth 

setback, the comptroller 
vowed to push on with his 
mayoral bid, though he has 
been polling near the back 
of the six-person Democrat-
ic field. 

Liu also said he would 
appeal, but the process 

 could take weeks and, 
should he win, likely would 
not leave time to spend the 
money in any meaningful 
way.

In reviewing Liu’s 
roughly 6,500 donations, 
the board initially flagged 
about 550 it considered 
questionable, then commis-

sioned a company called 
Thacher Associates to hone 
in on 85 contributors for 
interviews. The contractor 
spoke to 22 of the donors 
and  conversed with 19 fam-
ily members, according to 
the report.

The board considered 
the document — along 
with separate information 
from a federal trial where 
two former Liu campaign 
aides were found guilty in 
May of attempting to solicit 
fake donors — as providing 
enough proof to question 
the entirety of Liu’s cam-
paign contributions.

“The evidence sug-
gests that the potential 
violations are serious and 
pervasive across the cam-
paign’s fund-raising,” Fi-
nance Board Chairman 
Father Joseph Parkes said 
in a statement.

The board dishes out 
taxpayer funds on a 6:1 ra-
tio for all contributions of 
$175 or under for New York 
City residents in an effort to 
keep special interests out of 
the race. The denial means 
Liu only has about $1.5 

BY PHIL CORSO

A northeast Queens lawmaker 
took to the state Senate to fight ever-
rising property taxes affecting hom-
eowners whose properties have lost 
assessed value in his district and be-
yond.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) stood beside civic leaders and 
Bellerose residents Tuesday to pro-
mote his legislation that would tem-
porarily bar the city from increasing 
property taxes on homeowners whose 
assessed property values decreased 
the previous year. The senator said 
the disparity was unjust and unnec-
essary and created a burden that ev-
eryday residents should not have to 
shoulder.

“I adamantly fought against 
property tax hikes during my tenure 
in the City Council, voting against 

two property tax increases,” Avella 
said. “Every year, property taxes 
are increased and more and more 
homeowners, especially seniors, are 
uncertain if they can afford to pay 
the property tax and keep a roof over 
their head at the same time.”

Over recent years, property own-
ers have seen their taxes continue to 
rise as a result of the housing boom, 
said Avella, a candidate for borough 
president.

That all popped when the reces-

sion hit in 2008, sending property val-
ues downward despite property taxes 
continuing to go up.

“It makes no sense, no matter 
how they try to spin it or justify it,” 
said Bob Friedrich, president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op in north-
east Queens. “What this is doing is 
pushing the middle class out of New 
York.”

Friedrich was one of several 
civic leaders to join the senator at the 
Tuesday news conference.

“City statistics show that my 
own home since 2008 has decreased in 
value approximately $200,000, yet my 
assessed value has increased $4,000,” 
said Kim Cody, president of the Great-
er Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Asso-
ciation.

A city Finance Department 
spokesman said instances in which 

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) calls for proper-
ty tax reform. Photo by Phil Corso

City Comptroller John Liu is running on a fraction of the war chest 
he thought he would have after his request for public matching 
funds was rejected.

Retired cop Joseph Concannon 
is preparing for a run against 
Mark Weprin for his northeast 
Queens City Council seat.

Avella fi ghts for city property tax fi x

Liu denied matching funds
Report examines city’s decision to withhold campaign cash

Concannon set to run
for Mark Weprin seat

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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As educators have been 

warning for some time, 
third-through-eighth-grad-
ers’ scores on the state’s 
English and math tests 
fell precipitously this year 
as New York implemented 
tougher standards, and 
Queens was no different. 
But while overall scores 
declined in the borough, 
data released by the state 
Department of Education 
show Queens outperformed 
statewide averages.

The number of Queens 
students making the grade 
in English Language Arts 
fell about 41 percent from 
last year, with 31.9 percent 
of students in the borough 
testing at or above profi-
ciency on their 2013 state 
tests. That was slightly bet-
ter than the statewide aver-
age of 31.1 percent.

The math scores took 
an even sharper decline, 
with 37 percent of students 

testing at or above profi-
ciency, down 46 percent 
from last year. The state-
wide average was 31 per-
cent.

Educators from the 
federal level down to the 
local level have been warn-
ing for some time that 
scores would drop signifi-
cantly this year as the new 
tests represented tougher 
standards under the Com-
mon Core curriculum, and 
said it did not make sense 
to compare scores year-to-
year.

“The changes in scores 
from last year to this year 
are largely a reflection of 
the introduction of the new 
Common Core standards, 
state Education Commis-
sioner John King said. 
“The changes in scores do 
not mean the schools have 
taught less or students have 
learned less.”

King said no new dis-
tricts and no new schools 
will be identified for inter-

vention this year based on 
the new test results.

Northeast Queens’ 
District 26 topped the bor-
ough with 55.95 percent 

proficiency in English and 
66.6 percent in math.

District 25,which cov-
ers Flushing  and Whites-
tone, followed with 40.75 

percent proficiency in Eng-
lish and 51.82 percent in 
math.

District 30, which in-
cludes Astoria and Long 

Island City,  had a 30.78per-
cent proficiency rate in 
English and a 35.4percent 
rate in math.

The western Queens 
district had one of the sin-
gle best-performing schools 
in Queens.

PS 122 in Astoria had 
more than 90 percent of 
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
graders testing at or above 
proficiency in both sub-
jects.

In central Queens, 
District 28, which covers 
Forest Hills and stretches 
to Jamaica,  had similar 
English (30.35 percent) and 
math (33.51 percent) profi-
ciency rates.

Students in District 24,  
which includes Ridgewood 
and Middle Village, tested 
at rates of 28.98 percent in 
English and 34.35 percent 
in math.

District 27 in South 
Ozone Park followed with 
27.01 percent of students 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The 14 members of the 
borough’s City Council del-
egation gave almost half of 
their combined $66.4 mil-
lion in capital budget mem-
ber items to schools this 
year, although the way that 
money was spent varied 
from district to district.

Compared to the city’s 
$70 billion operating bud-
get, the $15.5 billion capital 
budget — which builds and 
maintains the city’s infra-
structure — is relatively 
small, but each Council 
member has more individ-
ual control over how it is 
spent.

Each Council mem-
ber is allocated a certain 
amount of money — usually 

measured in the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars — 
out of the operating budget 
to fund projects such as lo-
cal non-profits.

The same is true of the 
capital budget, but on that 
side  allocations can range 
upward of  $10 million.  

In Queens, Council 
members gave a combined 
$29.5 million in capital 
funding to the city Depart-
ment of Education’s schools 
and the City University of 
New York, with many of the 
projects funding technol-
ogy upgrades.

(For this analysis 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
considered only single-
member allocations. Mul-
tiple Council members, 
as well as caucuses and 

borough delegations, often 
combine funds, though the 
practice is not as common 
with city schools. Budget 
documents do not make 
clear, however, how much 
of the allocation each con-
tributor is responsible for.)

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
brought home the most cap-
ital dollars ($8.66 million) 
among borough delegation 
members, but he ranked 
11th when it came to how 
much ($1.1 million) he set 
aside for schools.

The $4.4 million set 
aside for Councilman Ru-
ben Wills’ (D-Jamaica) proj-
ects represented a middle-
of-the-road haul, but every 
dollar went toward educa-

BY PHIL CORSO

Two northeast 
Queens lawmakers 
celebrated the pas-
sage of legislation 
they drafted that 
requires the state 
Department of En-
vironmental Con-
servation to notify 
affected communi-
ty boards whenever 
the agency is con-
sidering cleanups at 
any brownfield sites 
throughout the city.

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) teamed up 
with state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
earlier this year to draft 
the bills after hearing that 
members of Community 

Board 7 were kept in the 
dark about a cleanup appli-
cation at the Waterpointe-
Whitestone brownfield 
site, making way for the de-
velopment of pricey homes 
near the corner of 6th Road 

and 151st Place.
A company 

known as Edg-
estone Group had 
purchased the site 
for $11 million late 
last year and has 
been working to 
build 52 homes and 
a public waterfront 
park there.

The area al-
ready had a his-
tory of being con-
taminated before 
the state DEC’s 
Brownfield Clean-

up Program included it in 
its initiative, which offers 
incentives to companies to 
clean areas and prep them 
for development.

But members of CB 7, 

State Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (second 
from r.) stands with state Sen. Tony Avella (r.), 
Community Board 7 District Manager Marilyn 
Bitterman (l.) and Chairman Eugene Kelty (sec-
ond from l.), to call on the city DEC to notify com-
munity boards of brownfield cleanup sites. 

Photo courtesy Avella

PS 122 in Astoria has some of the highest-performing students on state English and Math tests, de-
spite tougher standards this year.

Brownfi eld law to update 
community boards on sites

Council members from county 
give $29M to district schools

Queens’ scores plunge on new state tests
Tougher standards drive down borough students’ results by 40% below last year’s performance 

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 40
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BY LISA AUTZ

The children at St. 
Mary’s Healthcare System 
for Children in Bayside 
were all smiles last Thurs-
day as they showed off their 
dance moves with dancer 
Val Chmerkovskiy from the 
reality competition show 
“Dancing with the Stars.”

The children per-
formed adaptive and wheel-
chair dancing for the audi-
ence while Chmerkovskiy, 
along with Z100’s radio 
hosts Garret and Danielle 
Monaro, scored their rou-
tines just like in the hit 
dance show competition.

Battling some of the 
most complex and life-
limiting medical condi-
tions, these children had 
the crowd in awe dancing 
inside St. Mary’s’ music 
therapy room in the newly 
renovated rehabilitation 
wing.

St. Mary’s Healthcare 
System for Children is the 
city’s only post-acute reha-
bilitation hospital for chil-
dren. More than 100 chil-
dren ranging in age from 
25 weeks to 18 years have a 
home at the hospital, at 29-
01 216th St.

The facility attempts 
to serve all aspects of the 
healing process by provid-
ing intensive medical care, 
rehabilitation and educa-
tion — at home and in the 
community. The new state-
of-the-art Patient Pavilion 
center opened in October 
and creates a colorful envi-
ronment with recreational 
therapies for children to 
play, socialize and regain 
their independence.

“We use art, mu-
sic, yoga ... untraditional 
means for our rehabilita-
tion activities,” said Leslie 
Johnson, director of com-
munications and market-

ing at St. Mary’s.
With the help of care-

givers, staff members and 
Diane Discepolo, of the Roll 
Call Wheelchair Dance or-
ganization, 25 children per-
formed dance numbers that 
they had been practicing 
since March.

“You cannot be un-
happy and dance,” claims 
Discepolo, the New Jersey-
based dancing instructor 
and co-founder of Roll Call 
Wheelchair Dance, who 
travels to St. Mary’s every 
Thursday to what she calls 
the best hour of her week.

Wheelchair dancing 
works with the abilities of 
each child while egos and 
disabilities are left at the 
door, according to Discepo-
lo, who explains the group’s 
motto as “face to face, hand 
to hand, heart to heart.”

The nonprofit was cre-
ated by Discepolo, along 
with her friend John Nyem-
chek, and was inspired by a 
series of people in her life 
who became wheelchair-
bound through disease and 
tragic accidents. The group 
serves the New York City 
area, northern New Jersey 
and southwestern Con-
necticut with programs 
that bring the joy of dance 
to children and adults with 
all movement and develop-
mental disorders.

While working with 
Sofia, 6, a patient at St. 
Mary’s who is confined to 
a wheelchair and has lim-
ited mobility in her arms, 

Discepolo discovered the 
young girl’s own unique 
dance abilities. Together 
they developed a routine 
that had Sofia shaking her 
shoulders and bobbing her 
head all over the dance 
floor, giving even Chmerk-
ovskiy a lesson on wheel-
chair dancing.

“To spend only three 
hours of my day and bring 
this for the kids ... there 
is nothing like it,” said 
Chmerkovskiy, who was in-
troduced to St. Mary’s with 
the help of Clear Channel 
Media and Entertainment’s 
Z100 team. “It helps bring 
more awareness to these 
children so they can con-
tinue to thrive.”

Recognizing the heal-
ing power of music, St. 
Mary’s and Clear Channel 
teamed up five years ago to 
create a music therapy en-
vironment.

“Dancing with the Stars” cast member Val Chmerkovskiy dips 
youngster Shania. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

St. Mary’s hosts program where patients strut their stuff
Children, some in wheelchairs, perform in ‘Dancing with the Stars’-style show at Bayside facility

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0             3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 1 7 4 6         w w w . f t c . e d u

• No Appointment Necessary • Scholarships Are Still Available • Bring Your Transcripts With You

Enrollment Week August 12 -19     9 am - 4 pm
Five Towns College
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@ JohnCats2013 @ JCats2013www.CATS2013.com
Paid for by the CATS2013 Committee

LEADERSHIP
44 YEARS AS CEO

44 Years of Creating Jobs!

A MAYOR FOR ALL THE PEOPLE

You CAN be
TOUGH

and Have A
HEART,

Unlike Others

Union Leader’s Comment:

“John is
TOUGH, 
but FAIR.”
-WALL STREET JOURNAL

FOR MAYOR
IMATIDIS

The ONLY Candidate Who Is NOT A Career Politician

John Catsimatidis is the ONLY candidate
who has created TENS of thousands of jobs,
with a unionized work force in New York!

Professional Politicians Have Too Many
“I.O.U.’s.” - John Catsimatidis

Vote For John Catsimatidis In The September 10th Republican Primary!
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AVAILABLE
TAX CREDITS

Solar Star
Attic Fans
Comfort starts
in your attic

NYC Daylighting, Inc. – Solatube Premier Dealer

718–757–2568

FLUSHING - A Flushing man has been arrested for al-
legedly stabbing another man, police said. Bulmaro Diaz, 
25, of 38-05 Union St., is accused of stabbing a 24-year-old 
man in the stomach Aug. 3, the NYPD said.

Police said the incident happened at 10 p.m. inside a 
home on Barclay Avenue. The victim was listed in stable 
condition at New York Hospital. 

Diaz is charged with attempted murder, assault and 
criminal possession of a weapon, police said.

JAMAICA — A 4-year-old girl was sexually assault-
ed in a McDonald’s restaurant play area Tuesday, the 
NYPD said.

The girl was inside a tubular play structure at the 
181-25 Hillside Ave. restaurant around 8:25 p.m. when 
the suspect, described as a man with medium color skin, 
sexually assaulted her, police said.

Footage showed the man to be between 18 and 30 
years old and wearing a brown or dark purple short-
sleeved polo shirt, faded black or dark blue jeans, white 
sneakers and a bandage or lump on his forehead, the Po-
lice Department said.

 ROCKAWAY BEACH — A dead dolphin that had washed ashore was discovered 
on Rockaway Beach Wednesday morning, according to an official from the city Parks 
Department.

It was found on Beach 115th Street after the park opened.
The Riverhead Foundation for Marine Research and Preservation was working 

to determine a cause of death of the animal.
In another close-up encounter with marine life, a 3-foot shark was discovered on 

the N train Wednesday morning.
And MTA spokeswoman said the train’s conductor reported that the shark was 

aboard the train at about 12:30 a.m. at Queensboro Plaza. The conductor then had the 
straphangers vacate that car. When the train reached the end of the line at Ditmars 
Boulevard, an MTA worker removed the shark and disposed of it in the trash.

POLICE 

Blotter

Man dies after clinging to roof of car

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Dead shark found on N train

Girl sexually assaulted in boro McDonald’s: Cops

Police released surveil-
lance images of a man they 
identified as a suspect. 

Images courtesy NYPD

OZONE PARK — An Ozone Park woman has been charged with murder after she 
allegedly drove into traffic with her husband clinging to the roof of her SUV, result-
ing in his death, police said.

Maria Espinosa and her husband, Matthew Soria, had gotten into a dispute over 
money and the keys to the vehicle, according to the New York Post.

Soria, 34, had attempted to stop his 51-year-old wife from driving off, but she 
pushed him away and Soria then climbed onto the roof of the car, police said.

Police said Espinosa proceeded to drive westbound on Jamaica Avenue with So-
ria gripping on. She allegedly reached speeds of up to 80 mph, according to the NYPD. 
Police said she made a U-turn and after driving a few blocks, crashed into a second 
car, causing Soria to fall onto the hood of the car and pinning him.

Police had initially re-
leased this image of a 
man they identified as a 
suspect in the stabbing. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Flushing man charged with murder: NYPD
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BREAKING NEWS

BY PHIL CORSO

She may have been 
the last Democrat to enter 
the five-way primary race 
for the 19th City Council 
District, but Auburndale’s 
Chrissy Voskerichian said 
she was keeping pace with 
her opponents by hitting 
the pavement and knocking 
on doors.

Voskerichian resigned 
from Councilman Dan Hal-
loran’s (R-Whitestone) of-
fice as chief of staff in late 
April, soon after he was 
indicted on federal bribery 
and corruption charges in 
early April accusing him 
of trying to secure a GOP 
slot for state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) in the 
mayoral race.

She declared her can-
didacy for his seat nearly 
two weeks later, making 
her the fifth Democrat to 
jump into the race, joining 
former state Assemblyman 
John Duane, Flushing ac-
tivist and urban planning 
consultant Paul Graziano, 
former spokesman for the 
state’s economic devel-
opment agency Empire 
State Development Austin 
Shafran and Flushing at-
torney Paul Vallone.

The winner of the Sep-
tember primary will go on 
to face Republican-backed 
Dennis Saffran. If elected, 
she would be the first fe-
male councilwoman to rep-
resent the district.

Voskerichian, who has 
also worked for years with 
the 109th Precinct’s Com-
munity Council, said she 
would call on her experi-
ence there to make sure her 
office is up-and-running on 
her first day in office.

“I’ve raised two kids 
here. I’ve been married 
29 years here. I know the 
district inside and out,” 
Voskerichian said of her 
candidacy. “And having 
worked in the Council, I 
know what the issues are.”

She said some of the 
most pressing issues and 
priorities in the northeast 
Queens district included 
overcrowded schools, pub-

lic safety, resisting overde-
velopment and government 
outreach.

The 19th Council Dis-
trict includes the neighbor-
hoods of Little Neck, Bay-
side, Douglaston, North 
Flushing, Whitestone, 
Auburndale and College 
Point.

If elected, the Auburn-
dale native said she would 
push for smaller class sizes 
and more schools to allevi-
ate the jammed classrooms 
in northeast Queens.

To improve public 
safety, Voskerichian said 
she would advocate for 
more police officers on 
patrol throughout her dis-
trict, which could be ac-
complished by better using 
where officers are de-
ployed.

“We should never 
compromise on public 
safety,” she said. “If we 
cannot hire more cops, then 
we need to restructure how 
we utilize them.”

Voskerichian also said 
a major part of the district’s 
character relied on preser-
vation and keeping a close 
watch on overdevelopment.

“We all live in a little 
bit of suburbia with all the 
urban conveniences,” she 
said. “People move here 
because of that. I’m against 
anything that doesn’t stay 
true to the character of our 
neighborhoods.”

While working as Hal-
loran’s chief of staff, Vosker-
ichian said she helped fa-

BY JOE ANUTA

Narrowing the wealth 
gap in New York City and 
advancing realistic transit 
goals for Queens are some 
of the platform points City 
Comptroller John Liu is 
pushing as he enters the 
home stretch of his may-
oral campaign.

Liu sat down with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
to discuss his bid for Gra-
cie Mansion last week, al-
though the interview took 
place days before he was 
denied matching funds by 
the city Campaign Finance 
Board, which hampers his 
spending power at a time 
when other campaigns 

will be drop-
ping cash on 
television and 
mailing adver-
tisements.

“In order to get the 
economy going and to 
have sustainable growth 
in the future, you have to 
have a system where ev-
erybody benefits,” he said. 
“You can’t just have the 
top, proverbial 1 percent 
benefit from an economic 
recovery.”

Liu, an actuarial sci-
entist by trade and a former 
Flushing city councilman, 
said the minimum wage 
in New York City should 
be $11.50, since many part-
time wage earners are 
raising families. The state 
passed legislation this 
spring that will bump up 
the minimum wage from 
$7.25 to $9 per hour by 
2016, but Liu contends it is 
not enough.

The majority of busi-
nesses who pay minimum 
wage are the large, multi-
national corporations that 
run fast-food restaurants 
or chain clothing stores, 
according to Liu. But even 
small businesses that typi-
cally pay employees bet-
ter would benefit from the 
tax breaks Liu would like 
to couple with the wage 
increase. For example, he 
hopes to ax the general 
corporation tax.

Liu also wants to end 
city subsidies and hand-
outs for large corporations 
that pledge to keep jobs 
in the city but often come 
back with tepid results. 
The Fresh Direct deal in 
the Bronx, where $127 mil-
lion in public money was 
forked over by the city, and 
taxpayer money given to 
developers working on the 
embattled Willets Point 
redevelopment project, are 
two examples he cited.

“It is a system that is 
broken and it is bleeding 
taxpayers dry,” he said, 
proposing to use the mil-
lions in savings to fund 
job training programs and 
other investments in the 
city’s human capital.

As far as infrastruc-
ture capital projects, 
transportation in Queens 
needs a rational look.

“I don’t think it’s real-
istic for the city, on its own, 
to pay for the extensions of 
subways,” he said, citing 
an oft-repeated rumor that 
the No. 7 train may one 
day reach to 150th Street 
in Flushing. “I believe the 
buses are the way to go.”

Liu, who chaired the 
Council Transportation 
Committee, would like 

to increase express bus 
service and open new op-
portunities to travel north 
and south through the bor-
ough, instead of having 
the avenues of transit run 
to and from Manhattan.

As far as education 
is concerned, the onetime 
councilman proposed 
tweaks to the mayoral con-
trol system. He would like 
to give more power to local 
education bodies, called 
Community Education 
Councils, such as allowing 
them a real say into school 
closings and co-locations. 

The comptroller said 
he also stands out from 
the pack on one of the most 
controversial issues cur-
rently being debated at the 
city level: stop-and-frisk.

“I am quite surprised 
that I am the only candi-
date, Democrat or Repub-
lican, who believes that 
stop-and-frisk should end,” 
he said.

The practice is the 
epitome of racial profil-
ing, he said, adding that 
other deterrents like com-
munity policing could ac-
complish the same results 
without alienating entire 
neighborhoods from the 
NYPD.

Liu is arguably the 
most frenetic campaigner 
in the race, putting in 
long hours and traveling 
to each borough several 
times a week.

Despite the continued 
glad-handing, the Flush-
ing resident has been com-
ing up near the tail end of 
polls, but he contends that 
the Asian vote is being 
woefully undercounted 
and that he might get a 
double-digit bump on Elec-
tion Day.

Liu suffered a lot 
of negative media atten-
tion when two former 
campaign aides were on 
trial for charges, includ-
ing attempted wire fraud 
for offering to reimburse 
donors, which they were 
eventually convicted of.

But now the focus has 
narrowed on another em-
battled hopeful, Anthony 
Weiner, whose sexting 
scandal has drawn a loyal 
press following that ac-
companies him to events.

“It’s a circus and I 
feel bad for all the people 
attending and organizing 
these candidate forums,” 
Liu said.

City Comptroller John Liu discuses his plan to narrow the city’s wealth gap should he become mayor.  
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Chrissy Voskerichian is looking 
to claim the City Council seat of 
her former boss, Dan Halloran. 

Photo courtesy Voskerichian

Liu outlines run for mayor
City comptroller sets sights on income gap in bid for Gracie Mansion

Voskerichian vying 
for Halloran’s seat 

Continued on Page 24
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BY CALVIN PRASHAD

A Flushing community 
group is seeking to revitalize the 
Long Island Rail Road station 
in the heart of downtown with 
a community-funded project to 
paint a mural.

John Choe, director of One 
Flushing, said although a num-
ber of community and business 
groups already exist in Flush-
ing, this is the first community 
development center that actively 
strives to incorporate all faiths 
and ethnic groups in Flushing 
into a cohesive community orga-
nization.

Organizers of the Flushing 
Community Mural Project want 
to beautify the staircase that 
leads to the LIRR station on 40th 
Road with a 14-by-45-foot mural 
on the wall next door.

Choe said the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
has “failed in their obligation to 
maintain the area,” which is un-
kempt and heavily graffitied.

Flushing’s LIRR station has 
been a point of contention for area 
officials for years as it is not only 
rundown, but also plagued by 
overflowing garbage and limited 
by the lack of an elevator for the 
elderly and disabled.

Choe hopes this project will 
put pressure on the MTA to fund 

the necessary improvements to 
the station.

He pointed out that although 
Flushing is the fourth-largest 
commercial center in the city, it 
lacks the power and clout of other 
neighborhoods, which affects the 
willingness of the MTA to invest 
in Flushing.

Community artists, students 
and residents, under the direc-
tion of the accomplished lead art-
ist Sandra “Lady Pink” Fabara, 
will paint the mural.

In addition to making a pow-
erful statement, Choe hopes this 
mural will foster a sense of civic 
pride.

“We have the elements of 
what downtown Manhattan and 
downtown Brooklyn have,” he 
said. “There is a lot that I think 
we have the potential to become, 
but we don’t have a space for peo-
ple of all backgrounds to come 
together.”

According to its mission 
statement, One Flushing seeks 
to expand local economic oppor-
tunity as well as foster a sense 
of community, anchored by local 
business owners, faith-based in-
stitutions and civic groups.

Choe said the group’s ulti-
mate goal is “to give people the 
resources to change and improve 
our community.”

He also said the mural would 

attempt to re-envision the neigh-
borhood with a nuanced view of 
what is special about Flushing. 
For that reason, the organizers 
want to make the mural project 
inclusive and speak to the diver-
sity of the community.

While noting that Flushing 
does not have any murals at this 
point unlike many other com-
munities in the city, Choe said 
“people take pride in creative and 
artistic works that are present in 
each of these neighborhoods.”

One Flushing has raised half 
of the money for the mural project 
so far and is hoping to collect the 
remaining $3,500 to subsidize the 
cost of materials, equipment and 
artist fees, which will include 
design workshops leading up to 
the project. Donations of painting 
supplies and refreshments for vol-
unteers are also being accepted.

Those who wish to partici-
pate in the design and painting of 
the mural should contact Choe at 
john@oneflushing.org for more 
information.

A Flushing nonprofit is proposing to replace unsightly graffiti with a mural out-
side the Long Island Railroad station. Photo courtesy One Flushing

Group wants to give Flushing LIRR station a fresh coat
Community organizers hope to change look of shabby stop with 40th Road mural to foster civic pride
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39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Western Queens strap-
hangers at several stations 
along the N/Q line can 
find out what time the next 
train is due to arrive if they 
just listen up.

A new automated au-
dio announcement pro-
gram, tailored specifically 
to five stops in the borough, 
was put into place last 
week, Lois Tendler, vice 
president of Government & 
Community Relations for 
MTA said at a news con-
ference Wednesday morn-
ing. The audible messages 
at the 39th Avenue, 36th 
Avenue, Broadway, 30th 
Avenue and Astoria Boule-
vard stops, which draw an 
average weekday ridership 
of about 55,000, are slated to 
be used until visual count-
down clocks are installed 
within the next five years. 
The agency could not give 
an estimate as to how much 
the audible announcements 

or refurbishing plans cost.
Tendler also said the 

MTA planned to refurbish 
three N/Q stations next 

year along the line - at Dit-
mars Boulevard, Broadway 
and 39th Avenue - by check-
ing and repairing areas 

including platforms, cano-
pies, staircases, and bench-
es,  The hubs will also be 
outfitted with new art.

“We will come in and 
fix anything this is not up 
to standard,” she said.

Three other stations 
along the line are slated 
to receive an overhaul in 
2015, so long as the MTA’s 
2015-2019 Capital Program 
receives funding from the 
Legislature, Tendler said. 

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
had began asking the tran-
sit agency to install count-
down clocks since 2010, 
praised the MTA for ad-
dressing his request on be-
half of riders in the rapidly 
growing neighborhoods of 
Astoria, and said he has ad-
ditional items on his wish 
list for straphangers in 
Long Island City.

“We are always focus-
ing on improving mass 
transit in this area,” he 
said. “The easier we can 
make the ride for the peo-
ple whether it is practically 
with the countdown clocks 
or aesthetically with the re-

furbishing are steps in the 
right direction.”

He was joined by As-
semblywoman Aravella 
Simotas and Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr., as well 
as members of the transit 
advocacy group Riders Al-
liance at the event on 31st 
Street and 30th Avenue.

Simotas said as a new 
mother she often struggles 
herself with juggling her 
daughter, a stroller and dia-
per bag and said knowing 
when the next subway was 
scheduled to arrive would 
be helpful.

Riders Alliance mem-
ber and commuter Lauren 
Houston said the audio mes-
sages will come in handy 
on extremely cold days or 
afternoons when the sum-
mer sun is scorching the 
platform.

“Perhaps we can get a 
countdown clock for when 
we will get countdown 
clocks,” Vallone joked.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

An elected official is 
investigating why it took 
26 minutes for emergency 
personnel to respond to an 
injured elderly man.

Frank Dardani, the 
president of the Ozone Tu-
dor Civic Association, said 
he was coming home from 
work July 30 when he saw 
his 87-year-old neighbor sit-
ting in his car surrounded 
by family and other resi-
dents.

The man had fallen on 
the sidewalk on 133rd Street 
near 86th Street while 
walking to his car and sus-
tained a head injury. There 
was blood on the street, and 
the man was still bleeding 
from the head as Dardani 
approached him. 

The witnesses had al-

ready called 911. But when 
no ambulance had arrived 
after 15 minutes, Dardani 
called again. 

Five minutes later, an 
ambulance from Woodside 
showed up. Dardani said an 
EMT asked if the neighbor-
hood was having problems 
with emergency response 
since they had come from 
so far. Another five min-
utes later, an ambulance 
from Corona arrived on the 
scene.

The incident raised 
further questions about the 
city’s 911 system, which has 
suffered repeated failures 
within the last few months.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said he was looking into the 
incident to see if the system 
had failed yet again, caus-
ing the long wait time.

But Frank Dwyer, an 
FDNY spokesman, said the 
911 system was actually 
functioning just fine that 
day.

The 25-minute delay 
was a result of high call vol-
ume, traffic congestion and 
the fact that all calls must 
be prioritized.

“Obviously each call 
is important to the per-
son calling,” he said. “And 
they’re important to us, 
too.”

A victim who went into 
cardiac arrest, for example, 
is a high-priority call, he 
said. In this case, however, 
the elderly man had a non-
critical injury and was sta-
bilized, he said.

Dardani disagreed.
“If the guy has an open 

cut in the back of his head 
and he’s 87, that’s a prior-

ity,” he said.
Addabbo said he con-

sidered two ambulances 
showing up to be a waste of 

resources, but Dwyer said 
both arrived probably be-
cause 911 was called twice 
or because they just hap-

pened to both become avail-
able at the same time.

Dardani and Addabbo 
both explained that there 
is a volunteer ambulance 
corps a few blocks away 
from where the incident 
happened. But the “vollies” 
are not hooked into the 911 
system; they either work 
from a scanner or have a 
direct number for victims 
to call.

“They are likely un-
derutilized,” Dardani said 
about the local corps.

But Addabbo insisted 
25 minutes is too long a wait 
for an elderly man bleeding 
from the head.

He said if every fire-
house in the area really was 
too busy to respond, “that 
opens up a whole other can 
of worms.”

An elderly man waited 25 minutes for an ambulance to ar-
rive after he fell and sustained a head injury. residents say the 
Lindenwood Volunteer Ambulance Corps. is just a few blocks away. 
“Vollies,” however, are not part of the city’s 911 system. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

State Sen, Michael Gianaris (r.) is joined by Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (c.) and MTA representative 
Lois Tendler, as well as Riders Alliance members to announce audible countdown messages for N/Q 
riders. Photo by Christina Santucci

Addabbo criticizes delayed ambulance wait time

Queens gets audio alerts at N, Q stops
Three subway stations in Astoria, Long Island City to be spruced up by transit agency next year 
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McCaffrey stood up for rights of outerboros

T
he late City Council-
man Walter McCaf-
frey is now officially 
free from the scourge 

of term limits. How ironic 
that he was one of the first 
victims of term limits, 
which is nothing more — 
politically speaking — than 
the voters’ expression of a 
preference for a one-night 
stand.

Akin to fickle sweet-
hearts, we now have pro-
found remorse that Walter 
McCaffrey has departed 

the political arena. New 
Yorkers, however, can rest 
in peace as undoubtedly 
McCaffrey will be eternally 
embedded in the ultimate 
outerborough: heaven.

Given the scope of Mc-
Caffrey’s extraordinary 
legislative accomplish-
ments, it might be easy 
to overlook the one that 
walked the talk. McCaffrey 
insisted that public pay 
telephones not be exclusive 
to Manhattan but that the 
city payphone franchise ex-

tend to all five boroughs.
In that bold and bra-

zen act, McCaffery dem-
onstrated that he did not 
forget where he came from 
— Woodside — and simul-
taneously created more 
jobs for pay telephone 
providers, many of which 
are small businesses, and 
brought more revenue to 
the city’s coffers.

Classic McCaffrey. 
Why hit a single when you 
can score a triple?

Oh, and we can still 

use that public payphone 
no matter where or when 
we might get stuck “be-
tween the moon and New 
York City.”

So take the quarter in 
your pocket and put it in 
the next public payphone 
you see — not in the coin 
slot, but in the bottom right 
return coin slot. Pay it for-
ward: There is no better 
way to honor McCaffrey.

Frances E. Scanlon
Flushing

PARKS HAS
A PROBLEM
WITH TREES

The death of a young pregnant woman who was 
crushed by a giant oak that toppled onto the bench where 
she was sitting in Kissena Park Sunday might have been 
avoided. The city Parks Department has been under pres-
sure from legislators in Queens in recent years to acceler-
ate its inspection and maintenance of borough trees.

A month before the Flushing mother-to-be was struck 
by the tree, state Sen. Tony Avella introduced a bill in the 
state Legislature that would require Parks to inspect and 
diagnose city trees that injure or kill people and make the 
report public within 48 hours.

Avella, a frequent and vocal critic of Parks’ handling 
of city trees in Queens, has repeatedly cited poor mainte-
nance and the department’s unwillingness to respond to 
requests for pruning from homeowners.

When Superstorm Sandy hit in late October, a 29-year-
old man in Flushing was killed as a giant tree crashed into 
his bedroom. Neighbors said his family had asked the 
city several times to cut down the tree because it posed a 
threat.

Geoffrey Croft, president of NYC Park Advocates, said 
eight people have been injured by falling trees or limbs in 
just the last two months in the city, including the woman 
in Kissena Park.

Queens has had an uneasy relationship with Parks 
over city trees. Residents in northeast Queens, in particu-
lar, have been frustrated by city policy, which prohibits 
them from pruning public trees or removing them alto-
gether — even if they present a clear and present danger.

After Sandy swept through the borough, the city 
Buildings Department issued violations to homeowners 
whose houses and buildings were damaged by falling pub-
lic trees. The DOB backed off as outrage mounted among 
residents and elected officials and stuck homeowners with 
something more benign called notices of deficiency.

The superstorm felled more than 8,000 trees and more 
than half of those were in Queens.

With hurricane season revving up again and the lives 
of two young people in Queens cut unbearably short, it’s 
time the city allocate more resources to the Parks Depart-
ment to inspect and maintain its trees.  The city must 
also assume more responsibility for the trees that draw 
thousands or people to parks and line our neighborhood 
streets.
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City must reject plan for mall at Willets Point
I

n 2008, the Bloomberg 
administration de-
clared 62 acres of prop-
erty in Flushing to the 

east of Citi Field called Wil-
lets Point, on which there 
were more than 200 small 
auto businesses as well as 
others, a blight.

Auto repair shops in 
and of themselves can-
not be considered a blight, 
much like a factory that 
manufactures glue. To the 
extent there was blight, 
it was caused by the city, 
which for decades collected 
sewer rent from the owners, 
notwithstanding that there 
were no sewers, and col-
lected real estate and other 
taxes without repairing the 
area’s infrastructure.

The Willets Point plan 
approved in 2008 was clear 
and unambiguous. The city 
would acquire 62 acres in 
Willets Point through the 
voluntary sale by prop-
erty owners or if need be 
through eminent domain. 
A private developer would 
construct on the site retail 
stores, office buildings, a 
convention center, a school 
and luxury housing with a 
portion set aside for afford-
able housing. The devel-
oper would be required to 
remove whatever contami-
nation existed on a 23-acre 
portion of the site. There 

was no mention of a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot shopping 
mall at Citi Field or connec-
tion to Citi Field.

Bearing in mind that 
of all the developers inter-
ested in the plan, it was 
only the New York Mets 
and its Related Cos. that 
held the lease at Citi Field. 
Bloomberg saw to it that it 
would be selected as the de-
veloper because what was 
really on the horizon was a 
huge shopping mall at Citi 
Field. That became evident 
in 2013 when the Mets and 
Related Cos. sought what 
they described as a minor 
change to the 2008 plan.

All they wanted was 
the right to construct on 
the 23-acre area a parking 
lot. A parking lot in and 
of itself would indeed be 
minor and probably not 
subject to much opposition. 
The claim the amendment 
sought was minor and, if 
not an outright lie, a hoax.

The change was major. 
The reason for a parking 
lot at Willets Point was to 
enable the Mets to move 
its parking lot at Citi Field 
to Willets Point and on the 
vacated Citi Field parking 
lot construct a 1.4-million-
square-foot shopping mall. 
The mall would have noth-
ing to do with Willets Point 
or the plan approved in 

2008, and on that basis the 
amendment sought should 
be rejected.

But there exists a vari-
ety of other cogent reasons  
for a rejection:

1. The Willets Point 
property the city has so 
far costs tens of millions of 
taxpayer dollars, will cost 
much more in the future 
and will be sold to the Mets 
and its companies for $1.

2. The city will subsi-
dize the Mets and its com-
panies to the tune of $99 
million.

3. After construction 
of the parking area at Wil-
lets Point, the highest pri-
ority will be the 1.4-million-
square-foot shopping mall.

4. The housing, which 
was a significant part of the 
2008 plan, without which it 
is doubtful it would have 
been approved, is not only 
given the least priority but 
will not be built until 2025, 
if ever. I say “if ever” be-
cause housing will not be 
built until there is in place 
traffic ramps to accommo-
date the huge increase in 
traffic that will ensue from 
the development.

The only vehicular ar-
teries that can service the 
area are the Grand Central 
Parkway, the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway, Roosevelt Avenue 
and Northern Boulevard — 

arteries that are choked to 
capacity and cannot in any 
way be increased in size. 
So-called ramps are akin to 
the infamous bridge to no-
where. We will have a huge 
shopping mall and some 
commercial areas, but no 
housing.

5. Does Queens need 
a huge mall that will deci-
mate the many small busi-
nesses on Roosevelt Avenue 
and Northern Boulevard 
and in downtown Flushing, 
as well as the malls in Rego 
Park and on 20th Avenue? 
No.

6. The fact that Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall has approved the 
amendment is meaning-
less, given her history of 
considering the real estate 
moguls and the wealthy her 
true constituents, and that 
Community Boards 3 and 7 
considered the amendment. 
CB 7 approved it 22-18 while 
CB 3 rejected it 30-1 with 
one abstention, The result 
was 48 against and 23 in 
favor. Marshall refused to 
consider the CB 3 vote, an 
example of ineptitude.

7. Since a vote to ap-
prove the parking lot on the 
23-acre Willets Point site 
does mean a go-ahead for 
the 1.4-million-square-foot 
shopping mall at Citi Field, 
another reason to reject it 

is the fact that in so doing 
a mockery is being made of 
the Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure principles.

ULURP was enacted 
to make sure there was 
transparency in land use 
changes with community 
input. It is to be noted that 
the Mets and Related Cos. 
have pursued ULURP only 
with regard to a parking 
area at Willets Point. There 
is no ULURP pending with 
regard to a huge mall. The 
Mets claim that because 
of their lease they can do 
whatever it wishes and the 
community has no say in 
the matter.

Furthermore, Citi 
Field and its parking areas 
are on Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park land. Again, 
the Mets claim that, by 
virtue of its lease, it can ig-
nore the fact that a change 
from a parking lot on park 
property to a mall can be 
ignored and that it is not re-
quired to replace parkland 
taken for a mall.

These positions are 
absurd yet consistent with 
Bloomberg’s partnership 
with big business and the 
public be damned because 
he has gone along with the 
Mets’ position. A mayor 
who cares about transpar-
ency in government would 
reject these claims and, if 

need be, litigate the matter. 
Suffice to say, Bloomberg, a 
foe of government transpar-
ency, will do nothing. Ul-
timately, the decision will 
rest with  the City Council. 
It remains to be seen if the 
majority of the Council will 
be true to their constitu-
ents.

Given the dictatorial 
manner reminiscent  of the 
banana republics of old, 
Bloomberg has pursued 
this matter for the benefit 
of his friend Fred Wilpon, 
the multibillionaire owner 
of the Mets. It comes as no 
surprise that eviction no-
tices were sent to the small 
business owners (“Auto 
shops rail against city plan 
at Willets Point,” July 19).

At eviction proceed-
ings, the court always 
takes into account whether 
eviction should be held in 
abeyance until the evictee 
can find other suitable 
space for its business. Giv-
en Bloomberg’s lack of dili-
gence in finding space for 
the shop owners, eviction 
should be postponed for at 
least two years.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

Know the facts of Trayvon case

P
eople blame Trayvon 
Martin for sucker-
punching George 
Zimmerman. Here 

are some facts these igno-
rant fools continue to ig-
nore:

1. Zimmerman insti-
gated the confrontation, 
provoked Martin into re-
sponding physically and 
then killed him, claiming 
legal justification.

2. Zimmerman pro-
filed Martin as a “punk” 

instead of seeing him for 
what he was: a kid walking 
home with a soda and a bag 
of Skittles.

3. Zimmerman contin-
ued to stalk Martin even 
after the police dispatcher 
told him not to.

4. Zimmerman carried 
a gun, which caused a con-
frontation that he initiated 
to escalate from a misun-
derstanding into the death 
of an innocent teen.

5. Zimmerman now 

claims he fears walking 
in his own neighborhood 
because someone might 
take the law into their own 
hands and confront him, 
possibly assaulting him 
and maybe pulling a gun 
for a non-existent crime.

Now he knows what 
happened to Trayvon.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Don’t unnecessarily rename bridges

I
n regards to the July 19-
25 article “Vallone bill to 
reverse Ed Koch bridge 
naming,” I applaud City 

Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr.’s (D-Astoria) sensibili-
ties in bringing this up.

It is not only a question 
of the honoree being alive 
or dead but a question of 

convenience and clarity to 
have the bridges’ original 
names. They made sense.

With all of New York’s 
residents and visitors, why 
have confusing names 
on major arteries? Even 
though Robert F. Kennedy 
is gone, the renaming of the 
apt Tri-Borough Bridge is a 

disaster. I believe that idea 
came from Elliot Spitzer.

Vallone is correct 
in this matter of moving 
Koch’s name to a building 
that is not going anywhere.

Harriet Lembeck
Forest Hills
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M
ae West once said, 
“Personality is 
the most impor-
tant thing to an 

actress’s success.” Seem-
ingly having followed this 
advice, movie and televi-
sion actress Debi Mazar (b. 
1964) has cultivated a spe-
cific persona — that of the 
sassy, Italian Jersey Girl.

But this persona is 
just good acting on her 
part. Mazar is not Italian 
nor from New Jersey. Her 
ethnic background is Lat-
vian and she is really from 
Jamaica.

Mazar first worked as 

a makeup artist and later 
as a dancer in longtime 
friend Madonna’s mu-
sic videos. Her first film 
break came as “Holly” in 
Martin Scorsese’s 1990 hit 
gangster film “GoodFel-
las.” Her role as a suburban 
New Jersey cocaine dealer 
stood out in the ensemble 
cast. Other film directors, 
such as Spike Lee, began 
casting her for her comedic 
abilities and for her “Jersey 
Girl” portrayals.

In addition to “Good-
Fellas,” Mazar has starred 
in such movies as “Batman 
Forever,” “Bullets Over 

Broadway” and “Malcolm 
X.” On Television, she has 
been featured on shows 
such as “Civil Wars,” “LA 
Law,” “That’s Life” and 
“Ugly Betty” and is perhaps 
best known for her role as 
“Shauna” on the hit HBO 
comedy “Entourage.”

Since 2011, she has ap-
peared with her husband, 
Gabriele Corcos, on their 
own reality cooking show 
“Extra Virgin.”

In a recent blog post 
on her website, underthe-
tuscangun.com, Mazar re-
called her childhood: “My 
mother was a few days shy 
of her 16th birthday when 
she had me. ...My early 
memories were that of com-
plete bliss. I don’t remem-
ber being hungry. There 
was fresh milk in glass 
bottles, eggs and butter de-
livered daily to the door by 

‘The Milk Man’. Cheap egg 
cremes and malteds at the 
soda shop around the cor-
ner. The Mister Softy Ice 
Creme Truck was a favorite 
and going to the new White 
Castle Hamburger chain. 
There were many moments 
that I remember us having 
no money, and we were on 
food stamps, but I never 
WAS hungry. I was not 
aware that we were poor.”

The cooking show with 
her husband on the Cook-
ing Channel showcases 
their home life in Windsor 
Terrace, Brooklyn. Recipes 
are adapted for the busy 
family life of today. There 
is an emphasis on the fresh 
ingredients of the Mediter-
ranean diet, with recipes 
from her Italian-born hus-
band. Entertaining tips 
and stories from her career 
bring a folksy, inside-Hol-

lywood vibe to the show. 
Planning for dinner parties 
is usually a focus. The show 
was recently renewed for a 
third season.

Although not a major 
star, Mazar has carved out 
an enviable career that has 
lasted more than 20 years 
in a business known for its 
fickle nature.

Notable quote: “I’ve 
never wanted to be the in-
genue. Now that I’m getting 
into my 40s, I think my time 
as a woman has arrived. I 
think I might have a new 
moment in my career. I 
have that drive left — just 
for a little while.”

For further informa-
tion, call 718-278-0700 or 
visit astorialic.org.

T
he recently formed 
group West Indians 
Serving Humanity 
has bold plans to aid 

underprivileged children 
through tapping the large 
West Indian community in 
Queens. I spoke with WISH 
group members Safraz 
Deen and Deven Dindiyal 
on their experiences, aspi-
rations for their group and 
the charitable spirit they 
have discovered in borough 
residents.

Many members of 
WISH grew up in poverty, 
a powerful motivation be-
hind their current efforts 
to improve the lives of chil-
dren living in poor areas of 
the West Indies. Dindiyal, 
who grew up in Cornelia 
Ida, Guyana, noted that 

“my family was very poor, 
at times my parents would 
beg the neighbors for milk 
to feed me as a child while 
they starved themselves. 
We did not have govern-
ment resources to tap into 
for clothing, food or any 
main necessities of daily 
life.”

WISH currently serves 
Guyana and Trinidad, 
though there are plans to 
network with other aid 
groups and expand to other 
countries this year. This 
may even include locations 
outside the West Indies. 
Dindiyal noted that refugee 
children caught in the cur-
rent Syrian civil war are 
also in dire need of aid.

The group gathers 
clothing, books and toys 
and inspects the items for 
quality. Toys must be in 
packaging, though books 
may be lightly used. This 
quality inspection prevents 
the shipping of useless 
items in the otherwise lim-
ited space available, as the 

items are packed into bulk 
shipping barrels.

Monetary donations 
made to WISH covers the 
cost of shipping. WISH 
members then meet the 
shipment in the destination 
country and ensure it is dis-
tributed to those who need 
it most. Once the shipment 

arrives, it is distributed by 
that group member to all 
children in the community, 
regardless of race, religion 
or gender.

A critical aspect of 
WISH’s efforts is ensur-
ing that borough residents 
are aware of how to donate 
and have the opportunity 

to give their donated items 
directly to WISH. As Deen 
observed, the vast major-
ity of donations to WISH 
are from individuals who 
live here in Queens and are 
otherwise unaware of how 
they can have their contri-
butions reach needy fami-
lies in the West Indies.

In June, WISH hosted 
the Guyana Exposition 
at Queens College. Miss 
Guyana World 2012, Arti 
Cameron, was present at 
the event and helped to pro-
mote the group’s charitable 
efforts. Deen noted that due 
to this successful event, the 
group had received several 
requests to pick up bags of 
clothing and boxes of young 
adult books from those who 
had attended the expo.

Plans for WISH in-
clude a toy drive in the fall. 
Last year’s toy drive had 
the donations go to Toys 
for Tots, but plans for this 
year’s drive will instead 
focus on having the toys 
shipped to Guyana in time 
for Christmas.

To arrange a pickup of 
charitable goods, one may 
contact WISH at 347-699-
3510 or via e-mail at info@
thewishgroup.org. For up-
dates on the group’s prog-
ress, visit facebook.com/
thewishgroup.

Debi Mazar, known for playing Jersey Girls, hails from Jamaica

Queens group seeks to help people outside Guyana
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The Greater Astoria Historical Society

New Voices

Actress Debi Mazar at-
tends a special screening of 
Radius TWC’s “Lovelace.” 

Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP

West Indians Serving Humanity President Safraz Deen (second from l.) is joined by Miss 
Guyana World 2012 Arti Cameron (second from r.) at the Guyana Expo in New York in June. 

Photo courtesy Wilfred Cameron
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ike the old saying 
goes: “Those who do 
not understand his-
tory are destined to 

repeat it.”
This is true in local 

politics as it is for broader 
social issues, and in this 
year’s mayoral campaign 
it may be more instructive 
to rewind the tape not 12 
years to 2001, but rather 36 
years to 1977.

In 2001 and 2005, just 
like in 1989, there were four 
leading Democratic may-
oral candidates in each pri-
mary. In each of these three 
cases, the supposed front-
runner a year before the 
primary did not actually 
emerge victorious when all 

the votes were counted.
In each of these three 

campaigns, two candidates 
near the end of the race be-
came embroiled in a battle 
for the top spot, while the 
two others badly sank to 
the bottom.

In 1989, Ed Koch, the 
three-term incumbent was 
seen as a prohibitive favor-
ite a year before the prima-
ry. His challengers — Man-
hattan Borough President 
David Dinkins, city Comp-
troller Jay Goldin and for-
mer MTA Chairman Dick 
Ravitch — all sensed that 
Koch had overstayed his 
welcome.

Dinkins emerged as 
the racial healing alterna-
tive to Koch and he beat the 
beleaguered incumbent by 
a margin of 49 percent to 42 
percent, while the highly 
intelligent Ravitch and 
Goldin fought a race for the 
bottom, drawing 5 percent 
and 4 percent, respectively.

In 2001, Alan Hevesi 
— the same Hevesi who 
was recently released from 
jail — was the frontrunner 
a year before the primary, 
but his fortunes and those 
of popular City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone Sr. 
both dropped precipitously 
as Latino candidate Freddy 
Ferrer and former city Pub-
lic Advocate Mark Green 
duked it out for the top spot. 
The final percentages in 
that campaign were Green 
31, Ferrer 35, Hevesi 12 and 
Vallone 19.

Green won a racially 
bruising run-off with Fer-
rer, but his pyrrhic victory 
then reaffirmed that old 
maxim: “Don’t win the bat-
tle, but lose the war.” Green 
was narrowly defeated by 
political neophyte Mike 
Bloomberg in the general 
election.

In 2005, when 
Bloomberg ran for re-
election, the Democratic 

field included Freddy Fer-
rer again, popular Council 
Speaker Gifford Miller, 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Virginia Fields and a 
feisty Brooklyn congress-
man named Anthony Wein-
er.

The final result of 
that primary was similar 
to 1989 and 2001: two at the 
top, Ferrer at 40 percent 
and Weiner at 30 percent 
and two near the bottom, 
with Fields at 15 percent 
and Miller at 10 percent.

So, we see a pattern 
emerge: In four-way races, 
two candidates break out of 
the pack and then the other 
two, who fail to get traction, 
drop to the single digits.

But in 2013, there are 
seven contenders for the 
Democratic nomination 
and, to paraphrase the old 
song, it feels like 1977 all 
over again.

That year, there was 
also a seven-person field, 

and the primary result had 
four finishers all below 20 
percent and within five per-
centage points of each oth-
er. Here was that primary 
finish: Koch 19, Cuomo 18, 
Beame 18, Abzug 17, Sutton 
14, Badillo 11, Harnett 2.

So, could this year’s 
Dem primary have a simi-
lar result to 1977, where 
there were five people in 
double digits, or will it be 
more like 1989 and 2001, 
when only two candidates 
reached above the single-
digit mark?

It would be too easy 
to say that frontrunner 
Christine Quinn is this 
year’s version of the 1977 
frontrunner, Bella Abzug, 
but they do have a lot of is-
sues and style in common 
besides both being brash 
women.

Is Weiner this year’s 
Koch, the glib and fast-on-
his feet outsider who had 
some sexual ambiguities 

that made him a curios-
ity but did not impede his 
path?

Is Bill de Blasio the 
Mario Cuomo of this race, 
the smooth-tongued pro-
gressive who ultimately 
stumbled in a close race?

And will Bill Thomp-
son be like Percy Sutton, 
the likable and smart candi-
date who fell short because 
he failed to ignite passion 
for his candidacy?

It’s hard to draw exact 
parallels between 2013 and 
1977, but when it comes to 
mayoral politics, it sure 
feels a lot like the “Satur-
day Night Fever” days of 
the late ’70s.

Tom Allon, a former 
public school teacher, is 
president of City & State 
media and a former Liberal 
Party-backed candidate for 
mayor. Questions or com-
ments? E-mail tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

2013 race for mayor feels like repeat of contest from ’77

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman re-
leased a report last month 
that called into question 
the way charities have han-
dled Sandy relief.

According to the re-
port, about 42 percent — 
$238 million — of the funds 
raised were still unspent as 
of April, raising concerns 
about why the money has 
not been given to storm vic-
tims who are still in need. 
About $575 million had 
been raised altogether.

The report, based on 
surveys conducted with 89 
responding organizations, 
lists a litany of concerns — 
among them is that funds 
have sat unused, that the 
methods of valuing donat-
ed goods were inconsistent 
and that a few organiza-
tions reported using funds 
raised for Sandy relief for 
other purposes.

“New Yorkers are re-

silient and generous peo-
ple,” Schneiderman said. 
“As we have done so many 
times in the past, we got 
right to work rebuilding. 
We have a responsibility 
to the people who donated 
their hard-earned money 
to help our community re-
build to make sure that the 
contributions they made 
were used as advertised.”

The Top 5 fund-raising 
organizations are the Red 
Cross with $307 million 
raised; the Robin Hood 
Foundation with about $65 
million; The Mayor’s Fund 
to Advance NYC, which 
received $57 million; the 
Salvation Army with $20.5 
million; and the Empire 
State Relief Fund with $14.5 
million.

The Red Cross has 
been the most widely criti-
cized of the Sandy relief 
groups because at the time 
of the report it had yet to 
disburse much of the fund-
ing it had received.

But according to the 
organization’s recently re-
leased nine-month update, 
it has now spent or com-
mitted $260 million, or 85 
percent, of the total amount 
received by donors.

Sam Kille, regional 
communications director 
of the New York region of 
the nonprofit, said some 

of the funds the group has 
raised will go toward long-
term relief programs.

The report also says 
almost half of the organi-
zations reported giving 
grants to other organiza-
tions.

The grants, which 
cover a broad range of ser-
vices, total about $153 mil-

lion and supported more 
than 840 organizations, the 
report said.

The Mayor’s Fund to 
Advance NYC was one of 
these. It, along with some 
other organizations, report-
ed making grants to other 
groups that, in turn, made 
grants to small businesses 
and displaced families, the 
report said.

As of April, the Fund 
had raised $58.5 million 
and had allocated $52.3 mil-
lion.

According to informa-
tion provided by Evelyn Er-
skine, spokeswoman for the 
Mayor’s Fund, ongoing re-
covery and rebuilding proj-
ects include small business 
support, mold treatment 
and resources for public 
school students who were 
displaced by the storm.

Direct grants to indi-
viduals, families and busi-
nesses represented only 7 
percent of the funds spent. 
The organization reporting 

the largest amount of direct 
grants is the Empire State 
Relief Fund, which is man-
aged by the state, with $7.8 
million, the report said.

Financial assistance 
was provided to homeown-
ers through the state’s 
Housing Trust Fund Corp.

The Robin Hood Foun-
dation, which is also in the 
Top 5 fund-raisers overall, 
was the top grant maker, 
having given out about 
$68.3 million. The Founda-
tion had pledged $3 mil-
lion immediately after the 
storm, before it even began 
fundraising efforts.

Patty Smith, spokes-
woman for the organiza-
tion, said the Robin Hood 
Foundation is not set up to 
disburse funds directly to 
people.

“We don’t have the 
manpower or the exper-
tise,” she said. “But we find 
groups within the commu-
nities that are devastated 

Charities say they are still disbursing funds to victims of the de-
struction caused by Hurricane Sandy, including the fires that de-
stroyed much of the Breezy Point portion of the Rockaways. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

Sandy funds to provide long-term relief: Charities

$5.00  off Any transferred
prescription.

Offer valid from 7/26/13-8/31/13        *Most insurance plans accepted

Continued on Page 41
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Registration Hours: 
Monday through Friday from 2pm to 8pm

132-11A 14th Avenue, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

Dance Intensive / Master Classes
Monday, August 12th - Friday, August 16th from 10 am - 4 pm

(daily rate & full week rate available)

*For teens with a strong background in dance who are looking to challenge themselves physically and
emotionally through new styles, techniques and cutting edge choreography with master level instructors.

EARLY FALL REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN!!!
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Ballet, Pointe, Lyrical, Contemporary, Tap, Jazz, Acrobatics, Breakdancing, Hip Hop, 

Musical Theater, Jumps & Turns, Latin, Stretch & Strengthening, All Boys Classes, 

Adult Classes, Toddler Classes, Combo Classes, Zumbatonic, Private Lessons
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BY PHIL CORSO

The six candidates hoping to re-
place embattled City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) will face off 
in two political forums this month as 
the September Democratic primary 
approaches.

The MinKwon Center for Com-
munity Action announced the next 
forum for Aug. 14 at 7 p.m. at Flush-
ing’s Temple Beth Sholom, at 171-39 
Northern Blvd., and the Bay Terrace 
Community Alliance planned a sec-
ond one for Aug. 27 at 7 p.m. at the Bay 
Terrace Jewish Center, at 13-00 209th 
St.

It will be the second time that 
voters hear from all five Democrats 
at a forum, including state Assembly-
man John Duane, Flushing activist 
and urban planning consultant Paul 
Graziano, former spokesman for the 
state’s Empire State Development 
agency Austin Shafran, party-backed 
Flushing attorney Paul Vallone and 
former Halloran Chief of Staff Chris-
sy Voskerichian, of Auburndale.

The group fielded voter questions 
at a June meeting in Auburndale, 
mostly centering on quality-of-life 

issues in the residential district. All 
five will meet in a Sept. 10 primary 
to determine who will get the Demo-
cratic line on the ticket in the Nov. 5 
general election.

Republican-backed Dennis Saf-
fran was also confirmed as attending 
both forums in what will be his first 
time sitting down with his opponents 
in public.

The winner of the November elec-
tion will go on to replace Halloran, 
who was indicted on charges accusing 

him of using bribery and corruption 
to inject state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) into the mayoral race on 
the GOP line. Halloran announced he 
would not be seeking re-election soon 
after his party chose to back Saffran 
for the seat.

Bay Terrace Community Alli-
ance President Warren Schreiber 
said there will be contenders in other 
hot city races at the Aug. 27 forum as 
well for mayor, comptroller and pub-
lic advocate. Not all candidates for 
those races were approved by press 
time, but Schreiber noted many con-
firmations come in the days prior to 
the event.

“This is one of our most heavily 
attended events,” Schreiber said. “We 
are looking forward to letting the vot-
ers get to know more about the candi-
dates.”

The 19th Council District in-
cludes the neighborhoods of Little 
Neck, Bayside, Douglaston, North 
Flushing, Whitestone, Auburndale 
and College Point.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by e-
mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

City Council candidates who will face off in 
two forums this month include John Duane 
(counterclockwise from l.-r.), Chrissy 
Voskerichian, Paul Vallone, Austin Shafran, 
Dennis Saffran and Paul Graziano.

Council candidates to meet at forums

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 8/9/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org
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Business 
Solutions 
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Apply For Fall 2013
SCHOLARSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE

EXPRESS DECISION WEEK
August 19-24 • Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Receive an on-the-spot admission decision.

What to bring: High school and/or college transcripts • GRE/GMAT scores*
SAT/ACT scores (for incoming high school students only) 

For more information, visit liu.edu/brooklyn/CNG
*Can be deferred until after enrollment for all programs in the School of Business and the Master of Public Health program.

There’s still time to apply 
for fall at LIU Brooklyn.

▲ Over 200 undergraduate and graduate programs.

▲ $47 million in institutional aid awarded each year. 

▲ Internships at top corporations and government agencies. 

▲ Study abroad opportunities through LIU Global. 

▲ Nationally recognized honors program. 
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Queens celebrates National

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
(above) and Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly visit the 109th 
Precinct’s event, held at PS 20 
in Flushing, and children re-
ceive free Italian ices and snow-
cones during the festivities. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Juliana Coronel smiles as she was able to successfully knock her opponent down during the 104th Precinct’s National Night Out 
in Mafera Park (l.), and Ridgewood residents Ariana, Brian, Johnny and Joselyn strike a pose during the Ridgewood celebration. 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Kaylah Samtevan (c., photo above) has fin-
ger print recorded by Anthony Meloni, founder 
of the New York Ant-Crime Agency in Astoria; 
7-year-old Logan Resh and his 5-year-old broth-
er Landon prepare to ride their first horse 
at the 114th Precinct’s event; (l.-r.) Myhani 
Meabors, Haly Villalva, Katelyn Kelly, Samantha 
Belrosario, Pamela Guerrero and Alexandra 
Gomez sport fierce faces in Astoria Park. 

Photos by Steven Malecki

Six-year-old James Ballek wears his special birthday present during the 108th Precinct’s Night Out in Long Island City 
(photo l.), before he received a hi-five from Lieutenant Kevin Brunner. Photos by Steven Malecki
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Night Out against Crime

Police officers and officials, 
NYPD Explorers and firefight-
ers gather together during 
the 112th Precinct’s event in 
MacDonald Park (above), and 
attendees dance the evening 
away in Forest Hills. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Former Governor Elliot Spitzer (photo l.) greets 
Millie Rivas at the 113th Precinct’s event in Baisley 
Pond Park, as youngsters groove on stage. 

Photos by Nat Valentine

Children scream in delight on the slide at Alley Pond Park (photo l.) as 
Police Officer Michael Cerullo (second l., above) was honored as the 105th 
Precinct’s Cop of the Year by (l.-r.) Community Council President Rose 
Funderburk, 105th Commander Michael Coyle and Detective Jovoda Cooper. 

Photos by Nat Valentine

Lieutenant Daniel Heffernan, Police Officer Nicholas Leo and 111th Precinct Commanding Officer Jason Huerta smile for the 
camera (photo below), as Little Neck resident Dylan Huron, 8, slips under a limbo bar in the Douglaston Shopping Center. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Mariame Camara (above) has her face painted in 
Jamaica as dog owner, Sean, relaxes with his pup Prada 
at the 103rd Precinct’s National Night Out. 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado 
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BY LISA AUTZ

The city Department of 
Health in Long Island City 
— the same agency respon-
sible for preventing bedbug 
infestations — has a bed-
bug problem itself, sources 
told the New York Post.

At least five floors at 
the Queensboro Plaza loca-
tion have been affected by 
the blood-sucking insects, 
sources told the newspaper, 
but employees complained 
that agency managers were 
not being upfront with em-
ployees about the bedbugs..

In a statement issued 
Wednesday, the agency 
said “there has been no 
evidence of a bedbug infes-
tation at the Health Depart-
ment ever.”

It went on to say that 
the building’s extermina-
tor tackled the problem 
promptly, employees were 
notified by their supervisor 

and  standard procedures 
were use to clean the area.

The agency acknowl-
edged to the Post that a 
“small number” of bedbugs 
were found, but claimed 
there was no evidence of an 
infestation and character-
ized the bedbugs as likely 

“hitchhikers.”
Last September, the 

discovery of a single bed-
bug led to the evacuation 
and fumigation of the en-
tire 19th floor at the head-
quarters at 42-09 28th St. 
The agency played down 
the event by issuing a simi-
lar statement to the latest 
one: “We found a single 
bedbug. There was no evi-
dence of an infestation. We 
used standard procedures, 
including steam cleaning 
and vacuuming in the area, 
and alerted the staff.”

The Health Department 
is the city’s top resource for 
fighting bedbugs. A section 
of its website is dedicated to 
bedbugs and includes pre-
ventive measures for land-
lords, building owners and 
commercial buildings.

A Myths and Facts sec-
tion explains that “anyone 
can get bedbugs.”

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A rezoning 
proposal intended 
to curb out-of-char-
acter real estate de-
velopment in East 
Elmhurst and Co-
rona is headed down 
the home stretch.

In its final pro-
cess, the proposal 
must now go before 
the City Planning 
Commission, the 
City Council and the 
mayor before it becomes ef-
fective.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave her 
approval last week, saying 
she was “very impressed 
with the proposal, which 
would prevent commercial 
development in predomi-
nantly residential sections 
and instead promote such 
development along the ar-
ea’s main thoroughfares. 

The proposal, devel-

oped by the Department 
of City Planning, would 
contextually rezone all or 
part of 127 blocks in East 
Elmhurst. It would also do 
the same for a 14-block sec-
tion of Corona on the south 
side of Roosevelt Avenue. 
The plan’s goal is to prevent 
commercial development 
from encroaching into resi-
dent areas and to encourage 
such development to take 
place along the area’s com-

mercial corridors.
Marshall held a 

hearing on the pro-
posal at Queens Bor-
ough Hall June 27. 
After reviewing testi-
mony and the support-
ing documentation, 
Marshall determined 
that approval of the 
proposal would be in 
the best interest in 
East Elmhurst and 
Corona and Queens 
at large.

C o m m u n i t y 
Boards 3 and 4 unanimous-
ly approved the proposal in 
June.

In East Elmhurst, the 
proposed area to be re-
zoned is bounded by Grand 
Central Parkway on the 
north, 32nd Avenue on the 
south and on the west by a 
northward line starting at 
91st Street and 32nd Avenue 
to where it intersects with 
Grand Central Parkway at 
80th Street.

The Department of City Planning proposed a 
127-block rezoning plan in East Elmhurst, in 
addition to a recommendation for 14 block 
fronts along Roosevelt Avenue in Corona. 

Map courtesy NYC Department of City Planning

E. Elmhurst, Corona rezone plan 
heads to Council and Bloomberg

Department of Health fi ghts 
bedbugs in LIC headquarters

Advance your career with an M.S. 
or Advanced Certificate in Marriage
and Family Therapy at LIU Brooklyn. 

Learn how you can:
▲ Make a difference in the well-being of individuals, couples 

and families.
▲ Enhance your core knowledge in counseling theories 

and human development.
▲ Satisfy the educational requirements for New York State 

licensure in marriage and family therapy. 

Attend an Information Session
Saturday, August 24 ▲ 11 a.m. ▲ Office of Admissions
For more information: 
718-488-1011 ▲ liu.edu/brooklyn/GRADINFO

“Employment for marriage and family therapists is 
expected to grow by 37% between 2010 and 2020.”
- U.S. Dept. of Labor

The photo shows mother and 
child bedbugs. Several floors at 
the Health Department building 
in Long Island City have been 
affected by bed bugs. 

AP Photo/Virginia Tech-Tim McCoy
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Experience the South Shore’s

Join us on one of our 
many tours including:

Day & Sunset Cruises
Seal Watch/Wetland Tours
Regional Wine Tasting Cruises
Barrier Island Bicycle Tours

BOOK US FOR 
SPECIAL EVENTS!

516-521-7744 or
You can now reserve online at 

www.freeportwatertaxi.com

Famous Sunsets

As Seen On

August 22nd 

Tequila Night
Hosted by Riazul 
Premium Tequila

$35
per person

One FREE Drink 
of Tequila

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 

ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY PHIL CORSO

Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43
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Motorist shot
in feud over
parking spot

Bayside battles fi ckle muni- meters
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 

Continued on Page 48
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CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 

Continued on Page 41
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Convicted killer 

of boro teenager 

faces sentencing

Tommy Huang 
takes plea deal 
to avoid prison
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BY JOE ANUTA

Hindus in America 
face a challenge as tradi-
tions tends to fade in im-
migrant offspring, but a 
Flushing temple that offers 
instruction for children is 
hoping to push back against 
that trend and last weekend 
showed off the knowledge 
of some of its brightest stu-
dents at Hindu Awareness 
Day.

“It’s time now we give 
a chance to all youngsters 
to speak,” said Dr. Uma 
Mysorekar, of the Hindu 
Temple Society of North 
America, headquartered at 
the corner of Bowne Street 
and Holly Avenue. “We 
want to make sure this is 
passed on adequately to the 
next generation.”

On Saturday, the facil-
ity’s auditorium was filled 
with eager parents and 
costumed children. Two 
young women sat side by 
side wearing elaborate hats 
topped with fake parrots. 
One sported a fake mus-
tache.

Someone had attached 
traditional ankle bells to 
a few of the most fidgety 
youngsters, filling the air 
with a constant and faint 
jingling — as if any mo-
ment there would be a burst 
of festive celebration.

The program varied 
from the artistic to the aca-
demic. At one point intri-
cately dressed dancers per-
formed a routine depicting 
an ancient fable, while at 
another 17-year-old Gokul 
Iyer, who studied at the 
temple’s school, gave a well-
researched dissertation on 
the often-unsung contribu-

tions ancient Hindus made 
to math, science, medicine 
— even plastic surgery.

The young scholars 
repeatedly demonstrated 
how ancient traditions are 
still relevant in modern 
times and how the two can 
co-exist. 

At one point during the 
performances, an orange-
clad swami passed by the 
front row. His draped robes 
and face paint would have 
made it hard to pinpoint 
when he existed through-
out the many centuries of 
Hindu history — if it were 
not for the glowing smart-
phone he cradled between 
his clasped hands.

Anirudh Chan-
drashekar, an 18-year-old 
who was born in South-
ern India but grew up in 
Queens, said he notices the 
difference between how his 
parents experienced Hin-
duism and how he relates 
to the faith in America.

Even living in the 
diverse neighborhood of 
Flushing he had to seek out 
his religion instead of being 
constantly surrounded by 
it, which is why the temple 
played such a crucial role 

in his upbringing.
Chandrashekar, who 

speaks a Southern In-
dian dialect called Tamil, 
learned about culture, 
songs and prayers at the 
temple school while also 
learning Sanskrit from his 
father. He plans to pass that 
information on to someone 
else.

“I feel it is our duty to 
teach as much as we can,” 
he said.

The keynote speaker 
at the event was Sheetal 
Shah, senior director of the 
Hindu American Founda-
tion, which advocates for 
Hindu awareness on a na-
tional level.

Her office is involved 
in many endeavors both lo-
cally and abroad, but main-
ly has been trying to bring 
a Hindu voice into main-
stream discussions.

For example, her non-
profit has been trying to 
get Congress to extend a re-
ligious visa law, which al-
lows priests to travel from 
countries like India and 
work in the United States, 
since no training facilities 
exist here.

Flushing Hindus hope 
to keep tradition alive

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

cilitate the district’s first 
crack at the Participatory 
Budgeting process, which 
put several community 
projects up for a vote to 

determine how to spend $1 
million in discretionary 
funding. If elected to the 
same Council seat, she said 
she would uphold and seek 
to improve the community-
inclusive process.

“I want to put more 
energy into spreading the 

word and hopefully double 
participation,” she said. 
“The goal is to bring people 
together.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 9

CD 19

Dancers depicting Radha and Krishna perform for the crowd at 
Hindu Awareness Day. Photo by Joe Anuta
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  

Stop-and-frisk and — 
you guessed it — former 
Queens U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner dominated the dis-
cussion at a mayoral forum 
in Laurelton last week.

Drawing a noisy gag-
gle of reporters and cam-
paign supporters along as 
he walked into the Seventh-
day Adventist Church about 
half an hour late, the sext 
scandal-plagued Democrat 
proclaimed he was there to 
talk about the issues, and 
it was the media making a 
circus of the event.

“They stopped me out-
side and said, ‘Weiner, will 
you do us a favor and talk 
to us now before you go in-
side?’ and I said, ‘Uh-uh . If 
you’re going to come out 
here to southeast Queens, 
you’re going to hear what 
these people have to say,’” 
he told the crowd of nearly 
200 attendees at the forum 
sponsored by the Concerned 

Citizens of Laurelton.
It did not take long for 

Weiner’s critics to go on the 
attack.

“There are some peo-
ple here that work in pub-
lic service and I commend 
them. And then there are 
others that do self-service 
and I believe we just heard 
from one of them,” said Re-
publican candidate George 
McDonald, who went on to 
call Weiner a “self-pleasur-
ing freak,” eliciting boos 
from the crowd.

After city Comptrol-
ler John Liu took a shot at 
Weiner, the forum’s mod-
erator, Pastor Warner Rich-
ards, admonished the dais.

“This is a hot button 
and this is very emotional. 
However, we ask all the 
candidates to respect each 
other,” he said. “Please 
keep this at a high level. 
We want to talk about the 
issues. We have to respect 
the church.”

“Then don’t have it in 
a church,” Bishop Charles 

Norris, of the Bethesda Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
could be overheard speak-
ing to a neighbor sitting be-
hind him in the pews.

The biggest issue of 
focus was stop-and-frisk, 
and on that topic Liu and 
city Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio stood out.

“Even amongst Demo-
crats there are real dis-
agreements on this issue,” 
said de Blasio, who favors 
replacing Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly and anti-

profiling legislation cur-
rently in the hands of the 
City Council. “If we can’t 
pass this legislation in New 
York City and override the 
mayor’s veto, how are we 
going to tell our children 
that racial profiling is not 
acceptable in New York 
City?”

If the frequency and 
volume of applause meant 
anything, it is possible Liu 
was the crowd’s favorite 
candidate. He gained large 
support when he spoke of 
reforming schools, raising 
the minimum wage and, of 
course, stop-and-frisk.

“The next mayor has 
to change things so that 
government ... is not only 
uplifting people, but not 
taking them down time and 
time again. I believe that we 
can keep people in this city 
safe and we can keep crime 
low without humiliating 
hundreds of thousands of 
people, mostly young people 
of color, who almost always 

have done nothing wrong,” 
he said. “It’s time to end — 
not mend — it’s time to end 
stop-and-frisk once and for 
all.”

Sal Albanese said he 
was opposed to stop-and-
frisk, and went on to say 
he finds it “obscene” that 
rank-and-file officers were 
being demonized.

“The last couple of 
weeks the rhetoric has got-
ten so heated when we com-
pare New York City police 
officers to Nazis,” he said. 
“We compare police officers 
to vigilantes like George 
Zimmerman in Florida.”

McDonald said he al-
ready had a “national ex-
pert on community polic-
ing” in line to replace Kelly 
should he be elected.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Mayoral candidates John Liu, (l.-r.) Sal Albanese and Adolfo Carrion listen as Bill Thompson discusses 
his platform at a forum in Laurelton. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Weiner takes heat at Laurelton mayoral forum
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and Take-Home Whitening Gel.
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Bleaching $250

Beautiful and Healthy Smiles!

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD

Jinhee Kim, DDS
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Joe Anuta

Photos by Yinghao Luo 

Photos by Yinghao Luo 
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0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

On-Site Doctors • Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses • Bifocal Lenses • 1 Hour Service

Vision Plans Accepted • Sunglasses
Lowest Price Guarantee

Bay Terrace Shopping Center • 211-51 26 Avenue • Bayside 
718.631.3699 • www.cohensfashionoptical.com
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Use it or lose it!
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FREE 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The first phase of a 

Rockaway Beach sand re-
plenishment project will 
begin this week, officials 
said.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) an-
nounced Sunday that the 
dredge and pumping equip-
ment for the project arrived 
in New York last week.

The $10 million project, 
funded by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, will 
pump 600,000 cubic yards 
of sand into the beach to re-
store the shoreline to pre-
Hurricane Sandy levels. 
Large sections of the board-
walk were destroyed.

Construction will take 
place along Beach 89th to 
Beach 149th streets.

Later in the summer, 
the contract for the second 
phase of the project will be 
awarded, which will place 
more than 3 million cubic 
yards of sand along Beach 

19th to Beach 149th streets, 
officials said.

“Soon Rockaway’s 
beaches will be well on 
their way to being rebuilt 
and protected against fu-
ture storms,” Schumer said 
in a statement. “This proj-
ect, and the contract to be 
awarded later this summer, 
will fortify the beaches and 
make them less vulnerable 
to future storms and flood-
ing.”

Both phases comprise 
the Rockaway Beach Pro-
tection Project. The project 
was included in the Sandy 
Relief Bill passed by Con-
gress and signed by Presi-
dent Obama in January.

“The beaches in Rock-
away are crucial for the 
safety and longterm recov-
ery of our community and 
economy, especially after 
the severe damage caused 
by Superstorm Sandy,” 
state Assemblyman Phil-
lip Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) said. “For months, 

we have rallied, screamed 
and petitioned to demand 
more sand for our beaches, 
and finally, with help of 
Sen. Schumer, Friends of 
Rockaway Beach and local 
residents, our voices were 
finally heard and we can 
ensure the future and safe-
ty of our community.”

The city is also work-

ing to install TrapBags, 
sand-filled geotextile struc-
tures, along the shoreline 
to provide flood protection. 
Each TrapBag is 100 feet 
long and weighs 189,000 
pounds, Zachary Feder, 
a spokesman for the city 
Parks Department, said.

When the pieces are 
joined together, they be-

come a monolithic barrier.
Feder said the Trap-

Bags will be covered in sand 
by the Army Corps project, 
making the installation the 
core of a sand dune.

The TrapBags will run 
from Beach 55th to Beach 
149th streets.

Not only are govern-
ment agencies working to 
protect the beach, but lo-
cals are, too.

On Saturday, Barefoot 
Wine and the Surfrider 
Foundation will join to-
gether for a beach restora-
tion and cleanup project. 
Blaine Rueber, a spokes-
man for Barefoot Wine, 
said volunteers will be us-
ing old Christmas trees 
to create sand dunes. The 
trees were provided by the 
city, and volunteers will 
lay them across the beach. 
Rueber said over time the 
trees will collect sand and 
become natural barriers to 
help protect the shoreline.

This is the fourth time 

the two groups have orga-
nized volunteers to help 
clean up Rockaway. Last 
year there were more than 
200 participants, he said.

The restoration proj-
ect will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Volunteers should 
meet at the 44th Street A 
train stop.

Afterward, there will 
be a celebration featuring 
Barefoot Wine, surf-in-
spired fare and a live mu-
sical performance by rock 
artist Ryan Star, a Long Is-
land native. It will be held 
at 183 Beach 96th St.

Rueber said there will 
be complimentary shuttles 
to the Rockaway Peninsula 
from Manhattan. To RSVP 
to volunteer, visit beachres-
cue2013.com. To RSVP for a 
shuttle bus, e-mail Rueber 
at brueber@hunterpr.com.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Hurricane Sandy ravaged the Rockaways last year. The city and 
state are working on different projects, including building sand 
dunes, to better protect the shoreline.

Rockaway Beach restoration project to begin
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City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) has declared war on 
the pigeons that have been 
leaving their droppings 
at three stops on the No. 7 
line between 46th and 61st 
streets.

Straphangers using 
these stations have con-
fronted the pigeon poop 
problem for decades.

Van Bramer an-
nounced the installation of 
a so-called pigeon mitiga-
tion systems, which should 
protect riders passing 
through these stations from 
being hit by droppings.

“Pigeon poop isn’t a 
joke,” Van Bramer said last 
week at a news conference 
in the blighted area, where 
the droppings have defaced 
the interior of the stations 
and the entrances. “It 
makes our neighborhood 
look unattractive and it is 
also a health hazard.”

The stations fighting 
the problem are the 46th 
Street-Bliss Street, 52nd 
Street-Lincoln Avenue and 
the 61st Street-Woodside 
stops, the latter of which 
connects with the Long Is-
land Rail Road.

The new $250,000 sys-
tems have several features 
to deter the pigeons, which 
perch on top of the stations 
and often fly around inside 

before landing high up in 
the metal beams:

• add new wiring and 
netting around station en-
trances

• install nylon spikes 
and angled edges to ledges

• install ultrasonic de-
vices to emit hawk sounds 
to deter the pigeons, which 
cannot be heard by the hu-
man ear

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Activists calling for 
the city to reactivate the old 
Rockaway Beach branch 
received a push forward 
Monday when state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
announced his support for 
the project.

“We have an option 
here,” Avella said. “Nobody 
can say that Queens is prop-
erly served by mass transit. 
We have to do this.”

Activists rallied at the 
corner of 99th Street and 
Liberty Avenue to call for 
reactivation of the rail line. 
Those supporters, along-
side a handful of elected 
officials, contend reviv-
ing it would help decrease 
travel time to and from the 
peninsula as well as boost 
economic development in 
south Queens.

The line, originally 
a part of the Long Island 
Rail Road system, was shut 
down in 1962 and has sat 
dormant ever since. It ran 
from Rockaway into Rego 
Park.

Others have launched 
an effort to turn the de-
commissioned line into a 
3.5-mile-long public park, 
similar to Manhattan’s 
High Line. That project, 
known as QueensWay, will 
soon undergo a feasibil-
ity study funded by a grant 
provided by the governor’s 
office.

And yet, residents of 
Woodhaven, who live im-
mediately adjacent to the 
rail line opposed to any 
and all development of it, 
are trying to stop both proj-
ects.

Philip McManus, who 
founded the Queens Pub-

lic Transit Committee, 
brushed aside a 2001 Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority feasibility study 
that determined reactivat-
ing train service would be 
impractical.

“If the governor want-
ed it, we would have it,” he 
said. “The ultimate author-
ity in this state is the gover-
nor. If the governor wants 
the Rockaway Beach line, 
the MTA would want it, too. 
It’s politics.”

Avella, who is run-
ning for borough president, 
acknowledged that to re-
activate the line would be 
costly, but he said it would 
be worthwhile.

“It’s going to cost, 
there’s no question,” he 
said. “But where else do we 
have an opportunity like 
this?’

Van Bramer sets out to fi ght 
pigeon waste on subway line

Avella supports reactivation 
of old Rockaway train line 

PUBLIC NOTICE
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IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET
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DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) speaks at a news confer-
ence to announce his pigeon dropping prevention plan. 

Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer
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LATE PAGE

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
 Controversy has erupt-

ed after the sale of a Rego 
Park commercial property 
containing a synagogue 
amid fears the house of 
worship will be evicted. 
The new landlords contend 
they want to preserve the 
synagogue and support its 
huge congregation.

Nahum Kaziev, the 
rabbi of Ohr-Natan, said 
that when the property 
was sold in December, the 
new landlords laid plans 
in place to demolish the 
synagogue, as well as other 
storefronts, and build a 
high-rise apartment build-
ing in their place.

“They just want to 
build a building to make 
money,” he said. “It would 
be a luxury condo not even 
for the middle-class people 
that live here.”

The Art Deco-style 

building in which the syna-
gogue resides, located at 98-
81 Queens Blvd., was built 
for the 1939 World’s Fair. It 
served as the Trylon The-
ater, a moviehouse, until it 
was shuttered in 1999, ac-
cording to 1939worldsfair.
com.

 Kaziev said the origins 
of the synagogue trace back 
to more than 20 years ago, 
when members of the com-
munity, predominantly 
Bukharian Jewish im-
migrants, began to meet. 
They rented out different 
meeting places while the 
community continued to 
expand, he said.

In 2002, they took over 
the lease of the vacant the-
ater with the intention of 
staying there for a long 
time.

He said they spent 
$2.1 million to restore the 
building and moved in four 
years later.

Kaziev said the congre-
gation has about 1,000 mem-
bers and provides services, 
such as senior programs, 
kids programs and couples’ 
counseling.

“Where are 1,000 peo-
ple going to go?” he said. 
“You cannot destroy a com-
munity center just to make 
a few dollars.”

Kaziev said members 

of the congregation, which 
includes Holocaust survi-
vors, World War II survi-
vors and people who were 
persecuted by the KGB in 
the former Soviet repub-
lics, feel as though they are 
losing a home.

But the new landlords, 
under the name Trylon 
LLC, disputed the rabbi’s 
claims.

One of the owners, 
who declined to give his 
name, said there are no 
specific plans in motion for 
the property just yet. He 
said there has been some 
discussion about turning 
the property into a high-
rise building in the future, 
which was discussed with 
the tenants of the building, 
including the rabbi.

“We’re developers,” he 
said. “That’s what we do. 
We have the right to do so 
under the zoning there.”

He said if the high-rise 

were built, the landlords 
would help relocate the 
businesses temporarily 
during construction, and 
then give them new space 
once the building is com-
plete.

He said the landlords 
are concerned about all of 
their tenants, especially 
the synagogue, which they 
want to preserve.

“They are part of our 
community,” he said. “We 
never once suggested that 
we would evict them or shut 
them down,” he said.

He said the syna-
gogue’s lease is not up for 
a few more years. In the 
meantime, the developers 
are continuing to lease out 
some of the other empty 
storefronts in the building.

“Why would we con-
tinue to rent it out if we are 
going to demolish it tomor-
row?” he said.

The Ohr Natan congregation in Rego Park took over the building 
that formerly housed the Trylon Theater. Members say they are 
being evicted, but the new landlords dispute their claims. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

Sale of Trylon Theater property rankles house of worship
New landlord assures current tenants they will not be evicted in favor of new high-rise building

Give new life
to old plastic.
Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

In a city as richly steeped 
in history as New York, every 
neighborhood has a story to tell. 
In Queens, where you can expe-
rience the world in a nutshell by 
riding the No. 7 train, a Sunny-
side photographer, compelled to 
focus her lens on “the Queens of 
yesterday and today,” captured 
local images that she says “depict 
serene moments and initiate a 
feeling of a lost time.”

Michelle Cheikin couldn’t 
wait to share her reverence for 
the borough with its residents 
and visitors.

Her project, “Queens Sur-
face,” is a montage of 40 evoca-
tive photographs that will be on 
display at the Flushing-Queens 
Library at 41-17 Main St. Aug. 10-

28. An opening reception with the 
artist will take place Aug. 10, at 4 
p.m. 

Going about their daily lives, 
most New Yorkers never notice 
the wonderful details that are 
part of the city’s architecture or 
the quality of light as dusk hits 
the skyline, signaling yet another 
sunset. Life is just too hectic.

It takes an artist to under-
stand the beauty of ordinary 
things and everyday scenes; to 
see poetry in old buildings and 
new structures; to capture the 
juxtaposition of lines, shadows 
and textures in her photographs.

“Generally, in my artistic 
practice, I’m attracted to what is 
overlooked,” said Cheikin, who 
sees Queens as “an under-repre-
sented, but important borough, as 
far as its contribution to the arts.” 

In her view the borough has “an 
understated feeling, and is both 
international and middle Amer-
ica – a pretty quiet place to live, 
compared to other boroughs.”

When she first moved here in 
2001, the artist said she was “im-
mediately struck by how the light 
at dusk and dawn illuminated 
the landscape, since there was a 
lack of tall buildings.” It seems 
her artist’s soul is drawn to sub-
dued color, reflections and vacant 

Continued on Page 33
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‘Queens Surface’ celebrates 
neighborhoods of yesterday and today

IF YOU GO
“Queens Surface” 
Photography Exhibition

When: Saturday, Aug. 10 through 
Wednesday, Aug. 28
Where: Flushing-Queens Library, 
41-17 Main St. Flushing, 
(718) 661-1200
Free admission (all visitors, all 
hours)
www.michellecheikin.com

Photographer Michelle Cheikin stands in front of some of her work that is included in the “Queens Surface” exhibit at the Flushing Library. Photo courtesy Michelle Cheikin
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Answers in Sports

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Earlier this spring a 
new band became part of 
New York’s emerging mu-
sic scene as semi-finalists 
representing Queens at 
the 2013 Battle of the Bor-
oughs talent quest held 
this March at The Greene 
Space in Manhattan. The 
Dirty Gems beat the com-
petition and won first place 
and grand prize. Then they 
went on to compete in the 
Ultimate Battle in June.

“Although we didn’t 
win the Ultimate Battle, 
we’re still fighting the good 
fight,” said drummer Jack 
Goode from Astoria, who 
described the band’s music 
style as “pop-rock-soul,” 
and sounding like “Be-
yoncé and Janelle Monáe 
filtered through Jeff Beck, 
and blown up to Freddie 
Mercury grandiosity (with 

more glitter).”
Now, members of TDG 

are eager to let fans and mu-
sic lovers know about the 
release of their second EP 
“Vujà Dé.” Last Saturday, 
the band put on an exciting 
release show at Manhat-
tan’s The Bowery Electric 
to celebrate. 

Other acts included 
Queens band The Great 
Apes.

“We actually met 
through the Battle of the 
Boroughs,” said lead singer 
Raycee Jones, who is the 
only female band member. 
The Great Apes were the 
Queens winners in 2012.

“The Ultimate Bat-
tle was a refreshing and 
grounding experience for 
us as a band. To see the 
extraordinary talent repre-
senting each borough was 
amazing,” said Jones. “It’s 
always a humbling experi-

ence to share a stage with 
people that truly care about 
what they’re doing.” 

She said the band was 
happy knowing that “it 
wasn’t necessarily a com-
petition, but rather a night 
that everyone was genu-
inely there to create and to 

simply do what we all love 
to do – play music.

“We connected with 
genres of music we might 
not necessarily get to in a 
typical setting. The eccen-
tricity of the entire night is 
what New York City is all 
about - uniqueness.” 

“Vujà Dé” includes six 
tracks co-written by the 
band members. 

“The entire band 
comes together and finishes 
each song by adding their 
own flare to the arrange-
ments. It’s a complete col-
laborative effort and that’s 
what makes our band so 
unique,” Jones explained. 

The diversity of the 
band members’ individu-
al musical backgrounds 
definitely shapes TDG’s 
eclectic sound. The other 
band members are: Ulises 
Amaya (bass), Gary Heim-
bauer (guitar), Mills (pi-
ano, backup vocals), and 
Astorian Cam Underhill 
(synth).  All can be found 
living throughout Manhat-
tan, Queens and Brooklyn. 

TDG will be headlin-
ing The Knitting Factory 
in Brooklyn, Aug. 26. 

In October they will 

be shooting a music video 
for one of the tracks off 
“Vujà Dé.”  And, they have 
a new single titled “Let Me 
Loose.”

“We’ve been working 
for months on this album 
and can’t wait to start play-
ing around New York City 
more and to take our music 
on the road. We have such 
an amazing time playing 
live, making new fans and 
friends,” said Jones. “The 
reason we pursue this 
dream is to feel that con-
nection and see the emo-
tion in the crowd. It’s when 
we’re all the most alive and 
we’re alive together.”

If you’d like to check it 
out, you can stream the six-
track EP at: www.sound-
cloud.com/thedirtygems. 
Check out the band at its 
website: www.thedirty-
gems.com

The Dirty Gems shine with latest EP release
2013 Battle of the Boroughs winning band from Queens debuts its newest album with fans in NYC

Queens-based band The Dirty Gems performs at the Battle of the 
Boroughs at The Greene Space this past spring. 
Photo courtesy Theodora Kuslan, The Greene Space/Battle of the Boroughs
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spaces. 
“Emerging above 

ground on the 7, N, or Q 
trains from Manhattan, the 
light has an uplifting effect 
on me,” she said.

Taking medium-for-
mat, color negative im-
ages that “trace a layering 
of forms,” Cheikin said, 
“there is something in-
tuitive that happens when 
working from a negative 
and using the light to cre-
ate an image.”

Before coming to New 
York the artist lived in 
San Francisco and was in-
spired by the vibrancy of 
the light on a daily basis. 
She describes the light in 
Queens as more subtle: 
“My series has a pastel-like 
color palette, with cool-blue 
skies and brick warm-toned 
buildings.”

Attracted to the light 
and architectural forms of 
the borough, Cheikin ob-
serves the Queens of yes-
terday “as it disappears in 

renovation and develop-
ment.” This is reflected in 
her work:

In her “Elmhurst, 
2005,” charming residences 
are juxtaposed next to a 
wall of graffiti and industri-
al warehouses. Reflective 
windows, orange netting, 
and cement pilings of a new 
condominium appear to en-
gulf the Queensboro Bridge 
in “Long Island City, 2012.” 
In “Queens Plaza, 2007,” a 
heavenly, light blue sculp-
ture of the iconic “Lady 
Guadeloupe” slants precar-
iously in front of a concrete 
parking garage.

“The structures I saw 
in the landscape seemed 
outdated, in the past and 
ripe for renewal. Soon after 
I took my pictures of Queens 
Plaza, the old parking lot 
was torn down; since then 
Queens Plaza has become a 
much different place.”

All along, Cheikin’s 
artistic goal had been “to 
photograph a place where 
I had lived.”  So, she set 
out to document the visual 

cues from the landscape 
that would form a narrative 
of her new home.

Conducting her re-
search visually instead 
of academically through 
the lens of her camera, 
Cheikin’s vision for dis-
playing “Queens Surface” 
became a reality when 
she saw the perpendicu-
lar walls at the Flushing-
Queens Library last fall. 

“I started arranging 
the pictures in groups of 20 
on the perpendicular walls 
of my kitchen,” Cheikin said. 
“The photographs began to 
work off each other and cre-
ate a narrative. New images 
I made within the past year 
replaced older images and 
broadened the story.”

Part of the exhibition 
also captures local stores 
and shops. 

“I wanted to document 
small businesses for their 
character and history. 
Many are closing down and 
being replaced by chain 
stores,” Cheikin said. 
“There’s a special quality 
to these stores, as they are 
places where people from 
the neighborhood congre-

gate. While there seems 
to be a new generation of 
small businesses, I’m nos-
talgic for a slower, more 
personable mode of busi-
ness transaction.

“Trade jobs were how 
life in the city began. Now 
trade has gone digital.” 

The artist said she’s 
interested in exploring the 
material aspects of objects 
in the city’s stores as a way 
to capture what it feels like 
to be inside those business-
es. 

Cheikin explained 
that the absence of people 
in her photos has to do 

with her attraction to ob-
jects and spaces. “While I 
may have the intention of 
photographing people, I’m 
more attracted to the mean-
ing behind the objects that 
people leave behind.”

With regard to the 
artist communities here, 
Cheikin said she has en-
joyed participating in the 
LIC Open Studios and 
meeting artists working in 
Queens. “New York City art-
ists seem to localize them-
selves into what borough or 
neighborhood they live in. 
Having so many artists in 
one place is what makes it 

dynamic. I just hope we all 
don’t get pushed out with 
the high rents.”

Cheikin, who was 
born in Virginia Beach and 
grew up in Connecticut, 
comes from a family where 
artistic expression was an 
important part of life. Re-
calling her very first pho-
tos, taken with a pinhole 
camera she made in a high 
school photography class, 
she said, “it was a thrill to 
see the image I had in my 
head, appear on the photo-
graphic paper, as it went 
through the chemistry. I 
also enjoyed the negative to 
positive aspect of working 
with a paper negative.”

And her tip for great 
picture-taking: “Always 
take the image that in-
spires your creativity in-
stead of thinking too much 
about how to take the pic-
ture. Photography is about 
having an awareness of 
light and being inspired by 
a moment.” 

Cheikin’s work has 
been exhibited at the 
Queens Museum of Art, the 
Bronx Museum of Arts and 
in galleries nationwide.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

Continued from Page 31

PHOTOGRAPHY

Rooftops photographed in Elmhurst are part of Michelle Cheikin’s 
“Queens Surface” exhibit at the Flushing Library. 

Photo courtesy Michelle Cheikin
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HJC Teen Drama 
Group sets sail this week-
end with its production of 
the Cole Porter musical 
“Anything Goes.” 

Taking place aboard 
an ocean liner bound from 
New York to London, “Any-
thing Goes” follows the 
madcap adventures of Billy 
Crocker who stows away to 
follow his love, the heiress 
Hope Harcourt, who is en-
gaged to another man, Lord 
Evelyn Oakleigh. Also on-
board are nightclub singer 
Reno Sweeney, the role 
made famous by Ethel Mer-
man, and Public Enemy 
No. 13, Moonface Martin. 
Tunes include “You’re the 
Top,” “I Get a Kick Out of 
You,” “Blow, Gabriel Blow” 
and the title song.

Performances take 
place through Aug. 11 at the 
Church of the Holy Child 
Jesus, Msgr. Murray Au-
ditorium, 111-02 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill. 

Shows are at 8 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday. 

Tickets are $10/adults 
and $8/seniors and chil-
dren. 

For more information, 
call (718) 847-1860.

PRODUCTIONS

“The Tempest” and “Love’s 
Labor Lost” — The Queens-
based Hip to Hip Theater 
Co. presents these two 
Shakespeare plays at 10 parks 
around the borough. Bring a 
picnic, blanket or a chair. A 
children’s theater games and 
learning session takes place 30 
minutes before curtain.
When: Wednesdays to Sundays 
through Aug. 15
Where: Aug. 9 — Sunnyside 
Gardens Park, Sunnyside, Love’s 
Labor, 8 pm; Aug. 10 — Gantry 
Plaza State Park, LIC, Tempest, 
7:30 pm; Aug. 11 — Socrates 
Sculpture Park, LIC, Love’s 
Labor, 5 pm; and Aug. 15 — 
Voelker Orth Museum, Flushing, 
Tempest, 7:30 pm
Cost: Free
Website: hiptohip.org 

“Jesus Christ Superstar” — 
The Andrew Lloyd Webber-Tim 
Rice rock opera tells the story 
of Jesus Christ’s fi nal days 
before his crucifi xion. 
When: Through Aug. 11; 

Wednesday through Saturday at 
8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: Advance purchase $18/
adults, $15/seniors and $7/
children; At the door $20/adults, 
$17/seniors and $9/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: sgtg.org

“Les Misérables” — The 
streets of Paris come to Queens 
in this Broadway Blockbusters 
Production of the hit musical 
based on Victor Hugo’s book.
When: Through Aug. 10, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm,
Where: Immaculate Conception 
Center Theater, 7200 
Douglaston Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $25/general admission, 
$35/VIP seating
Contact: (516) 650-3231
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org/
broadway-blockbusters

“Anything Goes” — The HCJ 
Teen Drama Group presents Cole 
Porter’s musical about romance 
and gangsters on the high seas. 
Songs include “You’re the Tops,” 

“Blow, Gabriel, Blow,” and the 
title number. 
When: Through Aug. 11, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Holy Child of Jesus 
Parish’s Monsignor Murray 
Auditorium, 111-11 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill
Cost: $10, $8/children under 12
Contact: (718) 847-1860

“Les Misérables” — The JC 
Players offer the borough’s 
second production of the iconic 
musical based on Victor Hugo’s 
novel. 
When: Friday, Aug. 9, 8 pm, 
at Glendale United Methodist 
Church, 66-14 Central Ave., 
Glendale;
Also on Saturday, Aug. 10 and 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 11 
and 18, 3 pm, at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-15 Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/
contactus.html

“The Wedding Singer” 
— Return to a time of big 
shoulder pads and bigger hair 
in 1980s New Jersey with the 
musical version of the Adam 
Sandler comedy. Following 

 27.  City in North Dakota

 28.  Matadors opponents

 32.  ___ New Guinea

 34.  Twofold

 35.  Lively

 37.  Crystal ball gazer

 38.  Tire pattern

 43.  Beat barely

 46.  Word with clam or gold

 48.  Deadens acoustically

 49.  Element #68

 50.  On the ball

 51.  Skin layer

 53.  Way up the mountain?

 54.  Speaker's place

 56.  Tibetan priest

 57.  Baseball's Slaughter

 58.  Lion's share

 61.  To the ___ degree

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 9-15, 2013

By Ed Canty

Spectacular

Across

 1.  Fresh talk
 5.  Fizzless
 9.  Clock standard: Abbr.
 12.  Block house?
 14.  Wash
 15.  Peter, Paul and Mary, e.g.
 16.  Decision-maker
 18.  Go ballistic
 19.  Michener best seller
 20.  Space between two points
 22.  Marching band member
 24.  Mock
 25.  Bone connector
 29.  Litter's littlest
 30.  Three-time Hart Trophy  
  winner
 31.  "Halt!"
 33.  Spring buy
 36.  Ride without pedaling
 39.  Pitching stat
 40.  Sting, for one
 41.  City or circle starter
 42.  Blockhead
 44.  Shell mover
 45.  Monopoly card
 47.  Without warning
 50.  Frightened
 52.  Actor John of "Sands of  
  Iwo Jima"
 53.  Like many swords
 55.  Insignia
 59.  Blocks
 60.  Steinway product
 62.  Bible vessels
 63.  Send off
 64.  Large Japanese guys
 65.  Musical notes
 66.  Itch cause
 67.  Schooner part

Down

 1.  Sound of resignation

 2.  Taj Mahal locale

 3.  Popular side

 4.  Accord competitor

 5.  Tough bug

 6.  Grease

 7.  Steer clear of

 8.  Hardly verbose

 9.  National Park in Wyoming

 10.  Chop finely

 11.  Carry

 13.  Loathing

 15.  New hire

 17.  Is in harmony

 21.  Bridge support

 23.  Put in the pot

 25.  Math points

 26.  Caddie's offering

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUTWARD BOUND (ABBR.)
T E M P E S C E N E M V P
A C O R N A A R O N O I L
R O B E R T F R O S T B O A

S O M E R S R O I L S
I M B I B E R B E D L A M
G O O D E N U N L A D E
L O B E S N O U T P S I
O R C L O T T E R Y H A D
O E R A L O I S G O R E

A N N E A L F A U N A S
A T T I C S A I L M E N T
U N C L E T I N N E D
D O H L O B S T E R R O L L
I T I O N A I R T O R M E
T E T T E R S E S P E N D

For the most up-to-date listings of events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

performances on Friday and 
Sunday night, the Secret Theatre 
will morph into an ’80s dance 
party. On Sunday nights, dress 
in your best ’80s outfi ts and get 
discounted tickets to the show. 
When: Through Aug. 24, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 8 pm; 
Sunday at 7 pm, Sunday matinees 
Aug. 17 and Aug. 24 at 3 pm.

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Play On!” — The First String 
Players take on Rick Abbot’s 
comedy about a theater group 
trying to put on a play while 

everything that can go wrong 
does. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 10, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 11, 2 pm; Saturday, 
Aug. 17, 8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

‘Anything Goes’ this weekend
Group stages Porter musical in Richmond Hill

Cast members of the HJC Teen Drama Group’s production of 
“Anything Goes” take a break during rehearsal to pose for a photo. 
 Photo courtesy HJC Teen Drama Group
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—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Our Deck Is Open!

$10 OFF
 Dinner for 2

Cannot be combined with any other offers or 
specials. One Coupon Per Table Per Visit. 

Not Valid with Prix Fixe Menu. Expires 8/31/13.

($60 minimum)

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., 

Whitestone NY 11357
Dueponti-restaurant.com

Enjoy Lunch, Dinner & 
Sunday Brunch on The Deck

Live Piano Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings
Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available
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BY LISA AUTZ

In keeping with the diversity 
of Queens, Indian art incorpo-
rates a range of religious and cul-
tural influences that can be seen 
at the Queensborough Communi-
ty College Art Gallery in Oakland 
Gardens. 

QCC introduces its most an-
cient display of sculptures and 
reliefs in “New Light on Early 
Art Forms of the Indian Subcon-
tinent.” The excavated pieces date 
back to the third millennium B.C. 
and represent icons of Jainism, 
Buddhism, Hinduism and even 
Greek mythology. The nature of 
these sub-continent, excavated 
pieces are less about worship 
than they are about capturing the 
power of the deity to enable the 
viewer to become one with it.

“Indian religion was first in-
fluenced by nature. It then grew 
to an internal unification with 
nature,” said Faustino Quintanil-
la, executive director of the QCC 
Art Gallery.

A Yakshi figure, dating back 
to 200 A.D., represents the art’s 

emphasis on nature as the etched 
stone portrays a voluptuous 
woman grasping fruit from a 
tree. Yakshi, a female earth spirit 
that symbolizes fertility is said to 
cause a tree to bear fruit by touch-
ing it with her foot. The figure is 
seen throughout the religions of 
India and brings awareness to 
the fertility that the earth and 
humanity share.

The Yakshi image is styled 
into the form of a column and is 
most likely a piece from an an-

cient temple or Stupa. One panel 
originates from the famous 
Mahabodhi Temple where Sid-
dhartha Gautama, the Buddha, 
is said to have attained enlighten-
ment. Many of the reliefs are part 
of a larger mural on buildings 
that were destroyed by invasion, 
according to Quintanilla.  

“Constantine conquered 
in 300 B.C. and imposed his lan-
guage and style on the Indian 
people,” explained Quintanilla 
when asked why Greek mythical 

figures such as Atlas and Diony-
sus can be found in the ancient 
Indian exhibit. 

Beside the 500-pound blocks 
of stone are more delicate pieces 
like numerous carved make-up 
pallets and a children’s wheeled 
push-toy of an elephant geisha. 
Together the artworks communi-
cate a lifestyle centered by spiri-
tuality and nature.  

The art spectacle is an educa-
tional resource that is integrated 
into the art program at the col-
lege. The newly renovated gal-
lery has been a part of the college 
since 1966 and opened to the pub-
lic in 1981. It also houses exhibits 
of student artwork, which was 
its original intent, according to 
Quintanilla. 

“The students show their 
artwork here every spring,” said 
Alice Doyle, the assistant direc-
tor of public relations at QCC.

The gallery hopes to serve 
the diversity of Queens with art-
work stretching from different 
regions of the world.

“I’ve always been interested 
in mysticism. The college and 

Queens are very diverse and 
there is a large Indian population 
here in Queens,” said Quintanilla 
when asked why he chose to open 
the ancient Indian exhibit. The 
gallery also features a permanent 
collection of African art and will 
feature a collection in February 
on Tanzanian art. 

“It is a jewel of a gallery,” 
said Doyle. “We used to say it is 
the best kept secret in Queens, 
but word is starting to get out.”

IF YOU GO
“New Light on Early Art Forms of 
the Indian Subcontinent” 

When: Through Sept. 15, Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 10 am to 5 pm; 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
10 am to 7 pm and Saturdays and 
Sundays from Noon to 5 pm. 
Where: Queensborough 
Community College Art Gallery, 
222-05 56th Ave. Oakland 
Gardens
Contact: (718) 631-6396
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
artgallery

Religion meets culture in Indian gallery show

Faustino Quintanilla, executive director of the gallery, stands among the objects 
now on display at the Queensborough Community College Art Gallery. 

Photo courtesy QCC Art Gallery
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Although the company 
will not confirm it, rumors 
have been surfacing that 
the discount department 
store Walmart may be 
opening its first site in the 
city in Ridgewood.

The news was first 
reported by the real estate 
blog Commercial Observer 
and was based on inter-
views with local brokers.

Steven Restivo, senior 
director of communica-
tions for the store, would 
not confirm or deny wheth-
er Walmart will be setting 
up shop in Ridgewood. He 
simply said the company 
continues to evaluate op-
portunities across the five 
boroughs.

But Walmart Free 
NYC is ready: The coali-
tion was formed years ago 
to prevent the chain from 
coming to the city.

David Schwartz, who 
represents the New York 
Association of Grocery 

Stores and is a member of 
the coalition, said Walmart 
could be devastating for the 
area.

“Walmart has been 
a disaster nationally for 
neighborhoods and com-
munities,” he said. “New 
York City is big, but it’s 
made up of small towns. 
They’ll come in, destroy 
the mom-and-pop shops 
which are under assault 
anyway in this city for a 
number of reasons, hire 
non-union employees and 
pay minimum wage. I don’t 
think that’s how New York-
ers want to get ahead.”

Schwartz maintains 
that Walmart is worse for 
the city  than other big-box 
stores. Some of the other 
stores pay union wages and 
have proved to be better 
community partners, he 
said.

The company has long 
faced a number of criti-
cisms, including low wages, 
poor working conditions, 
the use of sweatshop labor 

and racial and gender dis-
crimination.

But those allegations 
do not seem to bother many 
New Yorkers, according to 
Restivo.

“New Yorkers want 
us here and residents con-
tinue to go out of their way 
to shop our stores outside 
the city,” Restivo said in an 
e-mail.

Last year, city resi-
dents spent more than $215 

million at regional Wal-
mart stores and the city’s 
metro area remains the top 
U.S. market in online sales, 
he  said.

Restivo pointed to sev-
eral independent polls that 
say New Yorkers want the 
big-box store.

“In terms of impact, 
Chicago provides a good 
example: We operate nine 
stores there and employ 
close to 2,000 people in the 

city,” Restivo said.
But Schwartz pointed 

to studies that indicated 
Chicago lost jobs when a 
Walmart opened.

Tim Renz, executive 
director of the Ridgewood 
Local Development Corp. 
and the Myrtle Avenue 
Business Improvement 
District, said he has heard 
the rumors circulating 
throughout the summer.

He said he was not sure 
what space in Ridgewood is 
actually available for a new 
Walmart. The retailer’s 
stores often cover more 
than 100,000 square feet, 
which could prove a chal-
lenge in New York City’s 
close quarters.

Renz said should Wal-
mart decide to open one of 
its smaller Express stores, 
a building would be easier 
to find. He suggested the 
retail giant may look at 
buildings in the neighbor-
hood’s northern boundary, 
an industrial area adjacent 
to Maspeth.

“But as far as I know, 
all of those are occupied,” 
he said.

He said the businesses 
with which he works will 
likely be concerned if a 
Walmart were to open, but 
neither the Ridgewood Lo-
cal Development Corp. nor 
the Myrtle Avenue Busi-
ness Improvement District 
 has released an official 
statement regarding the is-
sue.

Gary Giordano, dis-
trict manager of Commu-
nity Board 5, said he first 
heard about a possible 
Walmart opening about a 
month ago.

He said he has not got-
ten a sense from the board 
or local residents about 
their opinion of a Walmart 
store, but it depends on spe-
cifics, such as the location 
and size of the store.

“Although I don’t think 
they ever do anything 
small, do they?” Giordano 
said.

Wal-Mart has for years been attempting to open a store within 
New York City. Image courtesy Wal-Mart

First Walmart store rumored for Ridgewood

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 9

-15
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
38

BT

Science-fiction, fantasy and 
mystery book lovers in Queens 
are in luck: Enigma Bookstore, a 
new, independent business in the 
community, is offering up an ex-
citing variety of page turners for 
residents.

Co-owners Claire LaPlaca, 
41, and Hugh Brammer, 42, hosted 
a soft opening for their business, 
at 33-17 Crescent St. in Astoria, 
July 19. The pair, who are engaged 
and live in Howard Beach, said 
they decided to launch Enigma 
not only to fulfill their dream of 
running a bookstore, but to have 
one specializing in sci-fi, fantasy 
and mystery novels — genres 
they have grown to love.

LaPlaca, a longtime director 
at an autism nonprofit in Astoria, 
and Brammer, a former assistant 
manager at Book Revue in Hun-
tington, L.I., who now works in 
the legal field, said they are both 
avid readers and staunch sup-
porters of local bookstores. They 
began to search in Queens for 
available space, they said, and 
eventually opted for Astoria be-
cause LaPlaca works in the area.

“When we met, one thing 
that connected us was our love of 
books,” LaPlaca said. “As we got 
older and thought about all the 
things we wanted to do, we real-
ized we always wanted to own 
a bookstore. We were ready to 
throw caution to the wind and try 
for our dream.”

The store’s soft opening was a 
major success, they said, especially 
because Astoria is an active area 
with a high volume of foot traffic.

“We have had five to 10 peo-
ple a day asking us, ‘What are you 
doing?’” LaPlaca said. “A young 
population has been moving in, 
artists, poets, people interested 
in a bookstore. People have been 
coming in.”

The couple said they plan on 
hosting a slew of events and ac-
tivities, including reading groups 
for children, “geek” trivia nights 

and even spoken word events. The 
shop will also include a backyard 
garden for readers to lounge in 
and enjoy books.

What separates their store 
from chain stores such as Barnes 
& Noble, they explained, is their 
shop’s focus on specific genres 
and its relaxed, stress-free envi-
ronment.

“Barnes & Noble and gen-
eral bookstores are about selling 
books. We’re an adventure, an 
experience,” LaPlaca said. “We 
want you to browse, to attend ac-

tivities, to connect with people.”
“Being a jack-of-all-trades 

makes you an expert in none,” 
Brammer said.

The store is home to a number 
of old, used and new books, and 
novels can range anywhere from 
50 cents to $25 in price, they said. 
Brammer said the bookstore offers 
fair discounts on items, from 20 
percent off new books to 15 percent 
off used books. They have books 
penned by numerous authors, in-
cluding John Grisham, Suzanne 
Collins and J.K. Rowling.

With a growing following, a 
variety of novels and the store’s 
grand opening, which happened 
this past weekend, the hope, 
Brammer and LaPlaca said, is to 
solidify their business as a repu-
table specialty store and to even-
tually expand and open a second 
store that will focus on three 
other genres, one of which may be 
sports.

“We want people to come 
here and celebrate their inner 
geek,” Brammer said.

“People need to feel comfort-
able and sit and read,” LaPlaca said. 
“They have a place now they can 
call home. Bookstores in this econ-
omy may seem irrelevant. They’re 
not. People still crave them.”

Reach reporter Chris Engelhardt 
by e-mail at cengelhardt@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Enigma Bookstore creates buzz in Astoria
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Organizers of the 17th 

annual Jamaica Arts and 
Music Summer Festival 
spread the word through 
Facebook, Twitter and Yelp 
this year, which helped 
make the event bigger and 
better than ever.

The annual street festi-
val kicked off Friday night 
at Rufus King Park and 
was buzzing until Saturday 
evening along Jamaica Av-
enue between Parsons Bou-
levard and 169th Street.

“More people come 
each and every year,” said 
Tyra Emerson, of Cultural 
Collaborative Jamaica, the 
nonprofit that puts on the 
event, which TimesLedger 
Newspapers helped spon-
sor. “We really embraced 
social media this time.”

The mammoth street 
fair and music stage serves 
several functions for the 
neighborhood, according to 

Emerson.
Thousands descend on 

the commercial corridor for 
the daylong event, which 
brings an economic boost 
along with the crowds. But 
those shoppers are also ex-
posed to the rich supply of 
performers coming out of 
the neighborhood, accord-
ing to numerous perform-
ers.

“Jamaica has always 
been known and always 
will be known for good art-
ists,” said DJ Tam Jams, 
who spun between bands 
at the festival’s main stage. 
“It is important to cultivate 
that talent and put it on dis-
play. This is our next crop 
of stars.”

Local acts like South 
Side Band regaled danc-
ers, including a man with 
a pipe who struts his stuff 
each year, to R&B and blues 
sounds.

Groups of children 
between the ages of 5 and 

8 showed off their musical 
skills as part of a program 
run by The African Poetry 
Theatre, which gives music 
lessons, according to Emer-
son.

One of the more unique 
acts was performed several 
feet in the air.

Jason Edwards origi-
nally hails from Trinidad 
and Tobago, where stilt-
walking performances are 
a common sight at the is-
land’s vibrant carnival cel-
ebrations each year.

“It brings joy to peo-
ple as part of the culture, 
but it also gets kids off of 
the streets,” he said of his 
Queens-based company 
Kaisokah Moko Jumbies 
U.S.A.

Elsewhere along the 
avenue, the smell of grilled 
meats and corn hung con-
stantly in the air as other 
merchants hawked jewelry 
and paintings.

Another act called 

the All R Nuttin Family 
brought their Caribbean-
inspired sound to south-
east Queens. The Connecti-
cut five-piece rap outfit is 
originally from  the island 
of Jamaica, and members 
use their microphones to 
preach positive messages 
to the masses.

“It’s been a wonder-
ful chance for outsiders 
to come and see what they 
are doing in Queens,” said 
member Danny Peeces.

Several politicians, 
including the two scandal-
scarred hopefuls running 
in citywide races — Antho-
ny Weiner and Eliot Spitzer 
— pressed the flesh along 
the busy avenue.

Organizers were ini-
tially worried about a soggy 
forecast, but in the end the 
day was another successful 
notch in the neighborhood’s 
belt.Vocalist Olivia Gilmore serenades the crowd at the Jamaica Arts & 

Music Summer Festival. Photo by Nat Valentine

Social media frenzy helps Jamaica street festival thrive
Organizers of annual event push online presence to draw bigger crowds than ever before

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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including District Manager 
Marilyn Bitterman, said 
they were never informed 
of initial plans to clean the 
property.

“Alerting our local 
community boards and 
allowing sufficient time 
for the public to comment 
on brownfield cleanups is 
essential in keeping our 
neighborhoods safe from 
hazardous waste materi-
als,” said Assemblyman 
Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing), who joined Avel-
la and Braunstein at the 
Whitestone site for a press 
conference in May.

In reaction to the ap-
parent disconnect between 

community board leaders 
and the state, both Avella 
and Braunstein said re-
quiring the DEC to give 
more advanced notice 
would open up avenues for 
public comment at monthly 
meetings.

“Brownfield cleanups 
are significant environ-
mental projects that can 
have a widespread impact 
on residents and the lo-
cal community,” Avella 
said. “Often times, these 
brownfield cleanup proj-
ects, when finished, lead 
to large developments that 
also impact the quality of 
life for residents. Commu-
nity boards play an impor-
tant role in these land use 
decisions and therefore it 
is critical that they are also 
notified of any new brown-

field site cleanups.”
Both lawmakers’ legis-

lation passed through their 
respective houses earlier 
this year and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed the measure 
into law Tuesday.

“Community boards 
are our first line of defense 
in protecting our quality of 
life,” Braunstein said. “Pro-
viding board members with 
information about brown-
field sites will ensure that 
the community has eyes 
and ears on the ground to 
make certain that all reme-
diation is done appropri-
ately.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 5 

Brownfi eld

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

homes are worth less while 
tax values still go up were 
covered by state law be-
cause of mandated caps 
on assessment increases. 
Those state-mandated caps 
keep property tax rates 
from increasing more than 
6 percent in one year or 20 
percent over five years, 
well below what the market 
value would indicate, the 
spokesman said.

“While the cap pro-
vides a tremendous benefit 
to homeowners over the 
long run, there are times 

when the year-to-year im-
pact of the cap appears to 
run counter to changes 
made by finance to market 
value,” he said.

But Avella said it was 
still up to the city to put a 
moratorium on any proper-
ty tax increases for home-
owners who have only seen 
their property values de-
cline as they recover from 
the recession. The senator 
recalled previous votes 
when he served as member 
of the City Council fighting 
against property tax hikes 
for city homeowners.

He was even the sub-
ject of praise in 2003 when 
the Queens Civic Congress 
recognized Avella for fight-

ing an 18.5 percent tax in-
crease despite Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s efforts to 
balance the year’s budget.

“These taxes are of-
ten increasing despite the 
market value decreasing 
because the property’s as-
sessed value is ‘catching 
up’ from tax increases from 
previous years,” Avella 
said. “To pile on even more 
property tax increases is 
outrageous and unfair to 
property owners.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 4

Taxes

testing proficient in Eng-
lish and 30.4 percent in 
math.

At the bottom, District 
29 in southeast Queens had 
the lowest English (21.65 

percent) and math (20.16 
percent) proficiency rates 
in the borough.

Aside from their over-
all scores, some schools 
showed they were better in 
adapting to the new stan-
dards than were others.

Voice Charter School 
in Long Island City, for ex-
ample, showed the largest 

gains in the borough, with 
its third-grade math profi-
ciency rate jumping about 
25 percent to 64.7 percent.

PS 164 in Kew Gardens 
Hills saw its third-grade-
math (85.4 percent) and 
fourth-grade English (62.7 
percent) proficiency rates 
both climb more than 3 per-
cent each.

Continued from Page 5

Scores

way or allow crime levels 
to increase,” Weprin said 
in the letter. “I supported 
these bills because I believe 

they will make our city saf-
er for all residents.”

Concannon modeled 
his 2012 Senate campaign 
largely after former Repub-
lican Sen. Frank Padavan, 
focusing on lowering taxes 
and putting to use his expe-
rience in the police force as 

well as the administration 
of former Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 4

Concannon
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who do a better job iden-
tifying needs and getting 
money to them.”

The organization has 
already disbursed almost 
all of the funds it received 
for Sandy aid. Smith said 
the organization “wanted to 
get the money out the door 
as quickly as possible.”

She said the founda-
tion, in recognizing that 
there are a variety of ap-
proaches to disaster re-
lief, chooses to dole out its 
funds immediately because 
there are other organiza-
tions that work to provide 
longterm relief to disaster 
victims.

One such organiza-
tion is the Salvation Army, 
which raised about $20.5 
million for Sandy relief, 
according to the report. 
Some of the funds raised 
by the organization are be-
ing used to open recovery 
centers for those in need of 
longterm help, according 
to John Berglund, director 
of Emergency Services. At 
the centers, storm victims 

can meet with case manag-
ers and develop a longterm 
plan to help return to a nor-
mal life.

One opened in Island 
Park earlier this month, off 
the coast of Long Island, al-
though anyone in need can 
access the center, Berglund 
said. There is a second cen-
ter planned for the Rock-
aways, which he expects 
to open in August. A third 
will open later on Staten 
Island.

“All of it is funded by 
Sandy relief funds,” Ber-
glund said. “There’s no 
money in our operating 
budget for recovery relief.”

Berglund said the Sal-
vation Army has plans to 
stay working in the areas 
affected by Sandy until 
June 2015.

“Recovery is about pa-
tience,” he said. “It takes a 
very long time for all the 
right reasons.”

The Empire State Re-
lief Fund did not return re-
peated calls for comment.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

tion, making him the larg-
est benefactor of schools in 
the borough.

Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
chairman of the borough 
delegation, worked with 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) to 
allocate Wills’ funds after 
he was stripped of his abil-
ity to do so last year for al-
legedly failing to cooperate 
fully with a state investi-
gation into a non-profit he 
was connected to. 

Comrie said Wills did 
not receive many funding 
requests outside education, 
and he worked to continue 
funding those institutions 
the councilman had previ-
ously prioritized.

“That was the recom-
mendation that we made 
that made the most sense,” 
Comrie said. “Schools have 
been one of his priorities 

anyway, making sure stu-
dents are catching up on 
the digital divide.”

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) 
made the single-largest 
education allocation: a $1 
million contribution to 
renovate the track and field 
at the Goldie Maple Acad-
emy in Arverne. Aside 
from that, Richards mostly 
set aside $50,000 for each 
school in his district, but 
other Council members 

took a more selective ap-
proach.

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) funded fewer than a 
dozen projects in her dis-
trict, choosing to concen-
trate her dollars in those 
schools she said were the 
most needy.

“One year I may have 
given another school a lot 
of money,” she said. “Every 
year I go to see the principal 
and the parent coordinator 

to assess their needs.”
Schools in Council-

man Dan Halloran’s (R-
Whitestone) district got 
the least amount of money 
($770,000) after his overall 
capital budget was slashed 
to $1.8 million. Comrie also 
oversaw a portion of Hal-
loran’s budget after he was 
charged earlier this year 
in an alleged public corrup-
tion scheme.

Borough Council mem-
bers made allocations in 
the following amounts (in 
millions): Wills ($4.4), Rich-
ards ($3.5), Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) ($2.9), 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
($2.9), Koslowitz ($2.9), Com-
rie ($3.1), Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) ($1.9), 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
($1.6), James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows) ($1.4), 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) ($1.1), Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
($1.1), Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) ($1), Pe-
ter Vallone, Jr. (D-Astoria) 
($1) and Halloran ($.7).

Continued from Page 16 

Sandy
Continued from Page 5 

Schools

The team from the Police Athletic League’s Goldie Maple Academy 
pose with Coaches Herman Turner (l.) and Kawaku Osei-Tutu. The 
school received $1 million this year to renovate its track and field.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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ALL YOU NEED IS YOUR FIRST MONTH PAYMENT

DOWN
PAYMENT

$0 SECURITY
DEPOSIT

$0 $0

139-40/48 Queens Blvd,
Jamaica, NY

Just off the corner of
Hillside Ave & Queens Blvd.

1-888-YES-FORD
9     3     7 - 3       6        7      3

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices incl.all
mfr rebates/incentives. Leases incl. 10,500k mi/yr @ .15/mi over. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Total pymts/residuals: Escape $10,491/$13,213.20, C-Max $12,831/$17,944.35, Explorer $14,001/$18,141.75. All offers subj. to approval
by primary lender. *Based on EPA city estimates. Not resp for typo errors or program allowance changes prior to publication. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. NYSDMV#7111090, DCA#1390549. Offers expire 8/15/13.

Se Habla Español

www.FordLincolnOfQueens.com

$0DOWN PAYMENT
SECURITY DEPOSIT
BANK FEE

NEW 2014 FORD

Escape S $269$269auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, stk#ESC40102. $269 due
at signing which includes 1st mo pymt, no sec
dep req. Includes $1000 Ford Competitive
Lease Cash. Excludes tax, title & MV fees

Lease
For

39
Mos

/Mo NEW 2014 FORD

Explorer 4x4 $359$359auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, stk#EXP40033. $359 due
at signing, which includes 1st mo pymt, no
sec dep req. Includes $1000 Ford Competitive
Lease Cash. Excludes tax, title & MV fees

Lease
For

39
Mos

/MoNEW 2013 FORD

C-Max Energi SEL $329$329auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, stk#CX31814. $329 due
at signing which includes 1st mo pymt, no sec
dep req. Includes $1000 Ford Competitive
Lease Cash. Excludes tax, title & MV fees

Lease
For

39
Mos

/Mo

100
MPG*

e

139-40/48 Queens Blvd,
Jamaica, NY

Just off the corner of
Hillside Ave & Queens Blvd.

1-888-LINCOLN
5 4 6 - 2 6 5 6

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV
fees. Prices incl.all mfr rebates/incentives. Leases incl. 10,500k mi/yr @ .15/mi over. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Total pymts/residuals: MKZ $15,561/$22,704, MKS $18,291/$22,827. All offers subj. to
approval by primary lender. Not resp for typo errors or program allowance changes prior to publication. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. NYSDMV#7111090, DCA#1390549. Offers expire 8/15/13.

Se Habla Español

www.LincolnofQueensBoulevard.com

Showroom Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am - 8 pm; Friday 9 am - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

Showroom Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am - 8 pm; Friday 9 am - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

NEW 2013 Lincoln
MKZ AWD
auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, lthr, snrf, htd/cool
seats, rear camera, SYNC,
vin#2DR803095, MSRP $43,790. $399
due at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes
tax, title & MV fees. Includes $1500 
Lincoln Competitive Bonus Cash. 

$399Lease
For

/Mo
39 Mos

APR
AVAIL UP TO
36 MOS
FOR QUALIFIED
BUYERS ON 2013
LINCOLN MKT,
MKS, MKZ AND
NAVIGATOR0%

NEW 2013 Lincoln
MKS AWD
auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, lthr, htd/cool seats,
SYNC, vin#1LDG616396, 
MSRP $45,760. $469 due at signing, 
no sec dep req. Excludes tax, title & 
MV fees. Includes $1000 Lincoln 
Competitive Bonus Cash. 

$469Lease
For

/Mo
39 Mos

BANK
FEE

0APR AVAILABLE
For Qualified Buyers On 
2014 Explorer, Flex And Taurus.

%
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Jordan Washington 

saw a chance to end his 
career as a New York City 
high school basketball 
player in style and he deliv-
ered.

The former star of Path-
ways in St. Albans helped 
lead his New Heights travel 
basketball team to the Adi-
das Super 64 tournament 
title in Las Vegas last Aug. 
28. The 6-foot-8 Washington, 
of St. Albans, was named 
the most valuable player of 
one of the nation’s premier 
tournament. He scored 14 
points in New Heights’ 82-
75 win over the Milwaukee 
Runnin Rebels in the final 
and gave his team an elu-
sive crown in the 17U divi-
sion. New Heights finished 
the summer ranked No. 5 in 
the country by Indi Hoops.

It felt good to win our 
last AAU tournament with 
New Heights,” Washington 
said. “We have been in it for 
two or three years and we 
never won it before.”

New Heights Coach 
and Cardinal Hayes assis-
tant Joel Shapiro described 
Washington as the domi-
nant force in the tourna-
ment. Washington, who 
will attend Indian Hills 
Community College in Iowa 
next fall, shined against top 
recruit Craig Victor of New 
Orleans Elite. He dropped 
in 25 points and grabbed 14 
rebounds.

“His impact on the 
game is tremendous,” Sha-
piro said. “His motor on 
the offensive glass and the 
defensive glass was there. 
He showed everything. He 
showed he could dribble in 

the open court, shoot 
on the perimeter”

The coach knew 
by the semifinals 
that Washington 
wasn’t going to let 
New Heights lose. 

He helped 
them beat 
four teams in 
the span of 
24 hours af-
ter finishing 
u n b e a t e n 
in pool play. 
Washington 
was confident 
he could domi-
nate.

“I felt people couldn’t 
guard me in the post,” he 
said. “Some people tried.”

The win marked a 
close to one chapter in 
his life. Washington has 
played with New Heights 
since he was in the eighth-
grade. He will now have 
to move on and leave the 
comfort of Queens and his 
family. Washington is close 
with his 73-year-old grand-
mother Joan, who lives in 
Jamaica, and returned to 
Pathways after beginning 
the school year at West 
Oaks Academy (Fla.). He 
has said he is more pre-
pared this time.

“It’s time for me to 
grow up,” Washington 
said.

He sees this as a 
chance to focus on books, 

basketball and work-
ing out. He had schol-
arship offers from 
Pittsburgh, Louis-
ville, Villanova, St. 
John’s and Memphis, 
among others, but 
will now have to wait 
two years and prove 
himself to coaches 
again. Washington 

still hopes to make 
playing Division I bas-

ketball a reality.
“It’s motivation to go 

down there, work hard, do 
my schoolwork and get in 
shape and show the Divi-
sion I coaches what I have,” 
Washington said.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Sierra Calhoun’s im-

age of her college career fit 
perfectly with what Duke 
Coach Joanne P. McCallie’s 
program had to offer.

Calhoun’s relationship 
with McCallie and a chance 
to play in the ACC in the 
same backcourt with rising 
junior point guard Alexis 
Jones helped make Duke 
the desired destination for 
the Christ the King rising 
senior guard.

Calhoun verbally com-
mitted last week to playing 
women’s basketball for the 
Blue Devils. She picked 
them over UConn and 
Notre Dame to become the 
first Royals player to head 
to Durham since Carrem 
Gay in 2005.

“That was the place 
I wanted to be,” the 6-foot 
Calhoun said. “Her vision 
for me is being an impact 
freshman as soon as I step 
on the campus at Duke.”

She is the No. 10 
ranked prospect in the 
country by ESPN and No. 
1 at the wing position. Cal-
houn, who plays her travel 
ball with the New York 
Gauchos, joins a Duke team 
that lost to eventual nation-
al champion Connecticut in 
the Elite Eight of the NCAA 

tournament last season and 
has been to two national 
title games since 1999. CK 
Coach Bob Mackey believes 
the Blue Devils’ up-tempo 
style of play and guard-
oriented attack will benefit 
Calhoun.

“Everyone is going to 
handle the ball,” he said. 
“You are going to see Si-
erra pushing it up from 
the wing. It’s going to be a 
group effort, but I think she 
is going to be in a great situ-
ation.”

The Blue Devils have 
become one of the premier 
women’s basketball pro-
grams in the country and 
Duke is a renowned aca-
demic school, but it has yet 
to win a women’s hoops 
national championship. 
Calhoun believes Duke is 
closing in on that goal as 
she joins two Top 100 re-
cruits in Azura Stephens 
and Erin Mathies in her re-
cruiting class.

“I feel like what Coach 
P. and what that coaching 
staff is putting together is 
knocking on the doorstep of 
greatness,” Calhoun said. 
“I feel like it is only a mat-
ter of time before we win a 
national championship.”

The Brooklyn native 
averaged 22 points and sev-

Continued on Page 45

Royals’ Calhoun 
commits to Duke

Pathways star wins title
Washington named MVP in New Heights’ victory at Adidas Super 64

Pathways’ Jordan Washington 
drives to the hoop during a 

game earlier this year. 
Photo by William Thomas

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun is headed to Duke University to 
play basketball. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Queens baseball play-
ers want to spread the word 
about the NYC Varsity fall 
league.

Holy Cross rising ju-
nior outfielder Christian 
Petraccione is one of those 
who is looking to do just 
that. He was at MCU Park, 
home of the Brooklyn Cy-
clones, in Coney Island July 
31 hoping to earn a spot in 
the league for the second 
straight year. The experi-
ence of being coached by 
former major leaguers and 
being evaluated by pro 
scouts was something he 
wanted to be a part of a sec-
ond time and is encourag-
ing his teammates to do the 
same.

“I told them to come 
down here,” Petraccione 
said. “It’s a great experi-

ence.”
The NYC Varsity 

league is the brainchild 
of Gary Perone, director 
of new business for the 
Cyclones and an assistant 
scout for the New York 
Mets. The Major League 
Baseball-sponsored league 
provides incoming sopho-
more, junior and senior 
players with a unique ex-
perience. Approximately 
70 kids are selected among 
what Perone expects to be 
about 300 trying out. They 
play double-headers on the 
weekend at either MCU or 
Richmond County Ballpark 
on Staten Island under the 
guidance of former pros 
like former Met closer John 
Franco, former Boston Red 
Sox and Minnesota Twin 
Frank Rodriguez and John 
Halama, who pitched for 
the Seattle Mariners and 
Houston Astros.

“They are going to give 
the best experiences and 
the best development to the 
kids,” Perone said. “If we 
provide them with the best 

venues, then it’s going to be 
worthwhile for a kid to be 
part of the program.”

For kids like Avia-
tion rising senior Junior 
Ramirez, the league gives 
him a chance to play base-
ball in the fall. The PSAL 
does not have a fall league 
unlike the CHSAA. Ramir-
ez heard about the league 
from former teammates 
Elias Martinez, saw the 

tryout dates on the PSAL 
website and decided to give 
it a try.

“It’s exciting,” he said. 
“You don’t really get an op-
portunity to play like this.”

Playing fall ball in the 
CHSAA and varsity league 
is possible as Petraccione 
did it last season by accru-
ing many hours on the dia-
mond. He said it was tiring 
but worth it.

“I was like, ‘I’ll try it 
again,’” Petraccione said. 
“I liked how there were 
scouts.”

Perone doesn’t see 
his league competing with 
travel teams and fall ball 
squads, but complementing 
them. The players who take 
part get added exposure 
to local college coaches, 
some education about the 
recruitment process and 

expert eyes analyzing their 
games on top of the instruc-
tion they are receiving al-
ready.

A trip to Coney Island 
will earn players more 
than a Nathan’s hot dog and 
a ride on the Cyclone. They 
can just get those after a 
great baseball experience.

“There is a need for 
this in the city,” Perone 
said. “There definitely is.”

Players Christian Petraccione, of Holy Cross (l.-r.), and Joel Reynoso and Junior Ramirez, of Aviation 
High School, listen to coaches at the NYC Varsity League tryout. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Queens sluggers should try NYC Varsity League
Major League Baseball-sponsored program provides opportunity to learn from former professionals

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The expectations 

around Kollyns Scar-
brough were heightened 
entering her final summer 
of travel basketball before 
her senior year at Christ 
the King.

Last year around this 
time, Scarbrough was 
making a name for her-
self among college coaches 
after being generally un-
known up until that point. 
This time around, the 
5-foot-11 wing, who previ-
ously played with the NYC 
Warriors, needed to solid-
ify herself as a Division I 
prospect.

Scarbrough ended 
the live period playing for 
Coach Tom Catalanotto 

and the NYC Bulldogs and 
the New York Gauchos 
with interest from Hofstra, 
Sacred Heart, Cornell, Al-

bany, Iona, Boston College, 
Manhattan, Drexel, Marist 
and James Madison. Scar-

CK’s Scarbrough gains interest 
from Division I hoops schools

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. John’s Univer-

sity men’s basketball head 
Coach Steve Lavin an-
nounced the hiring of for-
mer St. Louis associate 
head Coach Jim Whitesell 
to his coaching staff for 
this season.

Whitesell, who has 31 
years of college coaching 
experience, fills the spot 
opened when Director of 
Basketball Operations Moe 
Hicks recently resigned to 
look to return to the coach-
ing ranks in some capacity.

“Jim Whitesell’s nu-
merous coaching stops and 
24 years of head coaching 
experiences at the highest 
levels of collegiate competi-
tion is a nice complement 
to our specialized staff,” 

Lavin said.
Whitsell spent the 

last two seasons as the as-
sociate head coach for the 
nationally ranked Billik-
ens during a pair of NCAA 
Tournament runs in 2011-
12 and 2012-13, where St. 
Louis’ combined record 
was 54-15. Prior to that he 
spent seven seasons as the 
head coach at Loyola (Chi-
cago) after stops at Division 
II Lewis University (Ill.) 
(1992-2004) and NCAA Divi-
sion III Elmhurst College 
(Ill.) (1987-92). Whitesell 
compiled a career record 
387-301 in 24 seasons.

“The opportunity to 
work with Steve Lavin 
and his staff is incredible 
as Steve is building a very 
special program at SJU,” 

St. Louis’ Whitesell to replace 
Hicks on SJU basketball staff

St. Louis associate head Coach 
Jim Whitesell is joining the St. 
John’s University men’s basket-

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45

Kollyns Scarbrough drives to the basket during a game between 
Christ the King and Ossining High School. Photo by Robert Cole

Gary Perone, of the Brooklyn 
Cyclones, talks to the players 
after a workout for the NYC 
Varsity fall baseball league. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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BY BRANDON ROBINSON

Young hoops players 
in Queens got a chance to 
learn about basketball and 
the daily grind of the NBA 
from New York Knicks for-
ward Carmelo Anthony 
over the weekend.

Anthony’s two-day 
ProCamp, held in Queens 
College’s Fitzgerald Gym, 
hosted more than 500 
youngsters from first 
through 12th grades.

“It’s more than just a 
basketball camp. It gives 
kids the opportunity to ac-
tually look forward to doing 
something in the summer-
time,” the NBA star said.

The children said they 
were happy to attend the 
program.

“First, I like the camp 
because it teaches you, sec-
ond because it has Carmelo 
and third because it’s the 
best,” said 8-year-old Elijah 
Ayala.

During Citi Camp 
Melo, Anthony played 
pickup games, signed auto-
graphs, took a multitude of 
pictures and fielded ques-
tions from inquisitive chil-
dren.

“I like to be in an in-
timate setting with my 
campers, show some social 
humor with them and show 
some personality with 
them because this is a mo-
ment that they will never 
forget,” he said.

Anthony, a five-time 
all-star who averaged 28.6 
points per game this season, 
was joined by several high 

school and college coaches, 
like St. Francis Prep’s girls’ 
basketball assistant Coach 
Kevin Wagner, in leading 
the camp.

“I think it’s great be-
cause the kids get to see 
somebody who put in a lot 
of hard work and is dedi-
cated to the game,” Wagner 
said. “They’re able to see 
that hard work and dedica-
tion pays off.”

Last year’s program 
was held at St. John’s Uni-
versity, and this year the 
two-day workshop was 
moved to Queens College to 
accommodate more camp-
ers.

“This setting is a little 
bit more intimate than it 
was at St. Johns,” Anthony 
said.

The Knicks forward 
didn’t participate as a child 
himself while growing up.

“I wish I had this when 
I was young,” he said.

Anthony said he was 
pleased that the children 
got some physical activity 
by playing basketball dur-
ing the camp.

“It’s important to 

keep kids active,” he said. 
“Nowadays it’s hard to get 
kids out of the house due 
to video games and tech-
nology, so for me to do a 
basketball camp that was a 
no-brainer.”

The summer has been 
busy for Anthony and his 
team. Anthony recently 
visited China along with 
Los Angeles Clippers Chris 
Paul and Blake Griffin for 
the Jordan Flight Tour.

The Knicks also traded 
Steve Novak and Marcus 
Camby in July for forward 
Andrea Bargnani and 
signed Queensbridge na-
tive Metta World Peace.

“To have him on our 
team right now just brings 
more toughness to our team 
and more of a defensive 
presence,” Anthony said.

During the camp, 
Anthony also addressed a 
report by ESPN’s Stephen 
A. Smith that he would opt 
out of his contract with the 
Knicks after this season.

“My mind has not even 
thought about next off sea-
son right now,” he said.
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Whitesell said. “I am look-
ing forward to being part 
of it and helping in any way 
possible.”

Darrick Martin, in his 
second year at St. John’s, 
takes over as the program’s 
director of operations for 
Hicks. They are not allowed 
by NCAA rules to have the 
same recruiting and on-
court instruction time as 
regular assistant coaches. 
No specific position or 
destination was given for 
Hicks.

“We appreciate Moe’s 

efforts and wish him the 
best as he returns to his 
passion of coaching basket-
ball,” Lavin said.

Hicks, one of the most 
successful high school 
coaches in New York City 
history, was brought in 
by Lavin to give his staff 
a coach with strong ties to 
New York City players and 
its travel ball community. 
Hicks won five State Feder-
ation titles and six CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
city championships during 
his 16 years at Rice. He was 
involved with New York 
Gauchos, which produced 
a number of the city’s top 
players each year. He will 

take his experience at St. 
John’s with him into his fu-
ture coaching endeavors.

“It has been a great 
experience working at St. 
John’s under Coach Lavin. 
He has built a national 
program and I wish him 
and the team all the best,” 
Hicks said.

He did not get a chance 
to return to a full-time 
coaching role with the Red 
Storm. Hicks was passed 
over by Lavin when top 
assistant Mike Dunlap 
left to be the head coach of 
the Charlotte Bobcats two 
years ago. Lavin hired Dar-
rick Martin instead of pro-
moting Hicks.

Continued from Page 43 

Calhoun

Continued from Page 44 

Whitesell

en rebounds for the Royals 
last season and was an All-
Queens first team selection 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers. She is the brother 
of Omar Calhoun, rising 
sophomore on the UConn 
men’s basketball team, but 
has said she would ulti-
mately make the decision 
on what’s best for her.

Mackey sees a renewed 
energy in her, but said she 
needs to get better finish-
ing with contact in the lane 
and be more selective shoot-
ing when the situation calls 
for it. Still, Duke is getting 
a player who can make an 
impact.

“I think she is going to 
be well-prepared for what 
she is going to face in Dur-
ham,” Mackey said.

Calhoun is excited to 
join the expanding ACC 

conference, which added 
Top 25 teams in Syracuse 
and Notre Dame. She got 
to experience it firsthand 
when she attended a Duke 
vs. North Carolina game 
in March. She is looking 
forward to playing there 
herself.

“It was a great atmo-
sphere,” Calhoun said. 
“Cameron Indoor is just a 
phenomenal place to play at 
and to be in. Duke is just a 
great place to be at.”

brough is looking forward 
to finishing the recruiting 
process and finding her 
next home.

“It’s getting exciting 
now,” she said. “It’s getting 
time to actually narrow the 
list down. I’m excited to 
start seeing schools and go 
on visits. It’s kind of over-
whelming.”

Scarbrough doesn’t 
have a scholarship offer 
yet, but is planning visits 
to Hofstra, Cornell and 
Albany. She wants to trim 
down her list by September 
and reach a decision in the 
early months of the school 
season.

She embraced the in-
creased role and opportuni-
ties that came with playing 
with Catalanotto. Scar-
brough was one of the old-
est and most accomplished 
players on the team and had 

to become more of a vocal 
leader. Catalanotto raved 
about her ability to be a sec-
ond coach on the floor.

“She just understands 
the game,” he said. “She is 
always talking to the kids 
on the court. She comes 
back to the huddle and she 
tells me what’s going on.”

What has also hap-
pened is Scarbrough is 
rounding out her game. 
She has improved her mid-
range jumper, free throw 
shooting and ball handling 
in preparation of playing a 
small forward in college. 
Catalanotto gave her free-
dom on the offensive end 
that helped make her a con-
sistent double-digit scorer.

“He let me push the 
ball up more,” she said. “I 
was able to stop and run 
some plays like a guard 
would.

The athletic Scar-
brough, who plays power 
forward for the Royals, is a 
tremendous rebounder and 
scorer in the paint. The All-

Queens First Team selec-
tion by TimesLedger News-
papers tallied 19 points 
and 15 rebounds in a win 
over eventual state Federa-
tion champion Bishop Ford 
late in the year. Catalan-
otto saw similar things this 
summer.

“She was able to take 
a post player out midrange 
and knock down some 
shots,” he said. “She is very 
accurate around the rim on 
a put back.”

Scarbrough is look-
ing forward to showing off 
her improved skills with a 
Christ the King team that 
will be one of the favorites 
to win the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens Division I title 
before leaving the comfort 
zone of high school. She 
is looking forward to the 
month ahead and finding 
the right college.

“Next year I’m going to 
be in the real world,” Scar-
brough said. “It’s scary and 
exciting at the same time.”

Continued from Page 44 

Kollyns

New York Knicks star Carmelo Anthony is surrounded by young-
sters during the basketball camp he ran at Queens College. 

Photo by Brandon Robinson

Melo’s basketball camp 
draws youth to borough
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Tshaka joined with elected 
officials and the 109th Pre-
cinct to revisit the area 
last Friday and mull over 
its condition as well as its 
oversight.

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
visited the burial ground 
alongside representatives 
from the 109th Precinct 
and Parks Department 
as well as state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and others to discuss who 
could help and how.

A Braunstein spokes-
man said the sacred area 
was not previously in his 
district, but now falls in a 

somewhat ambiguous spot 
where several other elected 
officials’ district lines meet.  
The district boundaries for 
the state Assembly and Sen-
ate were redrawn last year 
as part of a process that oc-
curs every 10 years.

Nonetheless, the 
spokesman said Braun-
stein and the other elected 
officials would be working 
with Community Board 7 
to map out future projects 
to make the burial ground 
more recognizable and pay 
proper tribute to the dead. 
Those plans, however, will 
take some time and fund-
ing, he cautioned.

“There are no specif-
ics. We’re just discuss-
ing what we can do,” the 
spokesman said. “We do 
agree that there could be 
some changes to make it a 
little more clear that it is a 
burial ground.”

Braunstein’s spokes-
man also said the 109th 

Precinct promised to con-
tinue to check up on the site 
to reduce any instances of 
vandalism or misconduct.

The Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground 
is the final resting place 
for more than 1,000 people, 
most of whom were African 
Americans or native Amer-
icans buried there between 
1840 and 1898, Tshaka said. 
The city Parks Department 
took ownership of the prop-
erty in 1914 when it was re-
named Martins Field and 
turned into a playground.

But after Tshaka 
teamed up with then-
Councilman John Liu and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, he was able to re-
locate the playground to the 
north side of the site and 
celebrate the official recog-
nition of the burial ground 
in a 2006 ceremony.

The Bayside activist 
has since been advocating 
for the burial ground to 
look less like a park and 
more like the sacred site 
that it is, calling on the 
Parks Department to re-
store headstones that the 
city had removed in years 
past despite funding being 
set aside for new ones. His 
message was heard loud 
and clear when he met with 
officials at the site last Fri-
day, officials said.

ROP

around 8:30 p.m. they 
stopped near a strip of shops 
along Station Road near the 
corner of 192nd Street to 
ask Karousos’ girlfriend, 
with whom he was argu-
ing, if she was okay, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint 
filed by the DA.

A subsequent argu-
ment culminated when 
Karousos took off his shirt 
and then used his belt to 
sock one of the men in the 
face, the complaint said. 
The men said it appeared 
Karousos had pointed a 
gun at them from his car, 
according to the DA.

By the time cops ar-
rived, the suspect had fled 
in a red Toyota, but police 
soon spotted the car and po-
lice traced the plate number 
to the 42nd Avenue home 
Kakouras shared with his 
parents nearby.

Eyewitnesses said 
soon afterward police 
cars blocked off the street 
and cops trained their 
crosshairs on the house. An 
all-terrain vehicle manned 
by armed officers in hel-
mets and bullet-proof vests 
pulled up to the house, and 
shortly afterward the wom-
an, who was Kakouras’ 
girlfriend, emerged.

Neighbors said she 
was taken into custody, but 
police said Sunday she was 
not charged with a crime.

Kakouras has a lengthy 
rap sheet and has served 
jail time, police sources 
said. Fellow Baysiders de-
scribed him as having a 
short temper and several 
brushes with the law.

During the standoff, 
a witness heard the ex-con 
back-talking the officers 
from an open window and 
the front door.

“If I was armed, you 
would have already shot 
me,” the neighbor recalled 
hearing Kakouras yell at 
one point, and at another 
time saying: “I know my 
rights. You need a war-
rant!”

The man’s father was 
in the home at the time and 
came out midway through 
the face-off.

Kakouras’ mother ac-
knowledged her son had 
some anger issues, had 
gotten into a fight up the 
street that night and had 
consumed some alcohol, 
but she was furious at the 
insinuation he threatened 
someone with a gun.

“The whole thing was 
a big show for nothing,” she 
said, noting he had not been 
charged with criminal pos-
session of a firearm. “He 
was scared and in a panic.”

She also disputed 
published reports that her 
husband suffered from Al-
zheimer’s disease.

“He’s 66 and he works,” 
she said Sunday afternoon. 
“He’s at work right now!”

Singh, who lives next 
door, said there was not a 
nicer couple on the block.

“The way they had it 
set up you would think he 
killed someone,” she said.

Continued from Page 1 

Standoff
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Headstones

seven teachers jumped ship 
before the start of her sec-
ond year, which is not out 
of line with previous years’ 
numbers. Information was 
not available on the num-
ber who left between her 
second and third year, but 
a former teacher at the 
school said eight people — 
including the third assis-
tant principal during her 
tenure — left between May 
and August of this year.

Cannizzaro countered 
that “nowhere close to 25 
faculty members have left 
the school in the last three 
years.”

DOE could not provide 
specific numbers to settle 
the score.

Jones-Rogers graduat-
ed from a fast-track princi-
pal training program called 

the Leadership Academy 
in 2009. It was developed 
under former city Schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein and 
has been criticized by some 
for producing administra-
tors who use heavy-handed 
management tactics, ac-
cording to a report from 
education blog Gotham 
Schools. 

Jones-Rogers went on 
maternity leave days before 
the rally and could not be 
reached for comment.

Parents and current 
teachers charged she stuck 
general education kids in 
special education classes to 
boost her school’s rating for 
personal gain.

When the school was 
ranked in the 96th percen-
tile in 2011, the city  gave 
her a bonus of $17,000, ac-
cording to a WNYC report . 

Department statistics 
show the total number of 
special ed students fell dur-
ing the first two years with 

Jones-Rogers at the helm, 
from 97 under her predeces-
sor to 87 in Jones-Rogers’ 
second year.

In her first year, 6.3 
percent of special ed stu-
dents were actually re-
turned to the general stu-
dent population at a time 
when the citywide average 
was 1 percent.

But the number who 
were put in isolated envi-
ronments — rather than 
being instructed alongside 
general education students 
— increased from 32 to 47 
kids under the first two 
years of Jones-Rogers’ ten-
ure, which is the specific 
accusation leveled at the 
educator.

“She placed my son in 
special education. My son 
is not a special education 
student and I had to fight 
it,” said parent Marisol 
Chavez, who has a child in 
fifth-grade.

Continued from Page 2 
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million left on hand, put-
ting him at a serious dis-
advantage as the Sept. 10 
primary draws near.

Martin Connor, Liu’s 
lawyer, called the question-
able donations a fraction of 
the total and referred to the 
Thacher report as “bulls-
-t” in conversations with 
the board.

“A complete denial 
of matching funds is the 
equivalence  of imposing 
the death penalty for pick-
pocketing,” Connor wrote 
in a response to the report.

Out of the interviews, 
two contributors told Th-
acher they had been reim-
bursed for their donations. 
Several of the contributors 
could not be traced back 
to their listed addresses, 
others lived in low-income 

residences that seemed 
incongruent with their do-
nation and others had con-
nections to companies and 
donors discussed during 
the federal trial, according 
to the report. The authors 
also suggested that some 
subjects lied.

“Their professional 
opinion, based on over six 
decades of experience, is 
that some of the contribu-
tors interviewed were not 
credible when they stated 
that they had not been re-
imbursed for their contri-
butions,” the report said.

Connor argued that 
the campaign had no way 
of knowing about fake or 
“straw donors,” which are 
typically used to hide the 
true source of the money, 
and subsequently refunded 
all donations after the re-
port was released.

The lawyer also blast-
ed the residence informa-
tion, saying a donor does 

not have to be physically 
living at the listed address. 
He took issue with the inclu-
sion of affordable housing 
incomes, which the report 
used to prove some of the 
$800 contributions would 
have constituted a month’s 
rent for contributors, some 
of whom listed their jobs as 
dishwashers or other low-
paying positions.

“Raising this issue in 
the context of a campaign 
supported largely by Asian 
Americans is inappropri-
ate and offensive,” Connor 
wrote.

The members of the 
board are appointed by 
Quinn and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who is often at 
odds with Liu.

Two members of the 
ruling board bundled 
contributions for Quinn: 
one was appointed by the 
speaker and the other by 
the mayor.

Continued from Page 4

Liu

City officials are working to better memorialize the dead at the 
Olde Towne of Flushing Burial Ground.

Police had an hours-long standoff with a man who refused to come 
out of this Bayside home. Photo by Phil Corso 
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.


