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BY LISA AUTZ

At the height of the back-to-
school vaccination rush and in a 
month dedicated to spreading im-
munization awareness, the city 

Department of Health is shutting 
down the only free-immunization 
clinic in Queens next week.

Closures at both the Coro-
na, Queens and Tremont, Bronx 
health centers are scheduled to 

take place at the crucial time be-
fore children need the required 
immunizations to attend school. 
The families depending on these 
services must make their way to 
the Fort Greene Health Center in 

Greenpoint, Brooklyn starting 
Aug. 21.

District Council 37, state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
Commissioner on the Public’s 
Health System Anthony Felicia-
no, and other community lead-
ers gathered at the Corona Clinic 
Wednesday to protest what they 
called “a threat to public health 
and safety.” The threat  came 
without warning or community 
input, according to District Coun-
cil 37.

Union members asked clinic-
goers at the 34- 33 Junction Blvd. 
location to sign a petition to help 
keep the borough’s only immuni-
zation clinic open. 

Pilar Burgas, a Corona resi-
dent, signed the petition and ex-
pressed concern for her neighbor-
hood’s health needs. 

“This is a poor neighbor-
hood. We need this facility for our 
residents. I’m a taxpayer, I pay for 
this clinic to be open. It’s ridicu-
lous to say there is not enough 
funding,” said Burgus.

The Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene has issued 
a response saying the agency has 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens pretty much drew its 
line in the sand on stop-and-frisk 
with the debate over the City 
Council’s Community Safety Act 
back in June. So when a federal 
judge earlier this week released 
her widely anticipated decision 
rebuking the NYPD’s use of the 
controversial practice, voices on 
both sides of the debate seized 
upon an opportunity to dig in 
their heels.

In southeast Queens — 
where Council members voted in 
unison in June to support both an 
inspector general to oversee the 
NYPD and an expansion of the 
city’s anti-profiling laws — sup-
port was unanimous for Judge 
Shira Scheindlin’s ruling Mon-
day that the department’s use of 
stop-and-frisk violated constitu-
tional rights.

“The ongoing abuse of New 
York City’s stop and frisk policy 
has instilled a deep distrust be-
tween the NYPD and thousands 
of innocent, tax-paying citizens 
who are simply trying to live their 

BY PHIL CORSO

A group of Bayside activists celebrated 
a small victory this week in an ongoing fight 
against airplane noise plaguing their northeast 
Queens communities, showing they had the ears 
of their federal elected officials.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
 
Andre Francis, 10, and 

Ian Fore, 11, took a break 
from roaming among the 
booths hocking newspa-
per subscriptions, fresh-
squeezed lemonade and 
cellphone service at Satur-
day’s Dragon Boat Festival 

and tried their luck in a 
raffle for New York Mets 
tickets.

The two boys had 
never attended the annual 
event in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, but decided 
to check out what was hap-
pening.

“It seemed interest-

ing,” said Ian. “We saw the 
dragons.”

Dozens of dragons 
bobbed along Meadow 
Lake as thousands lined 
the shoreline and cheered 
on teams of racers during 
last weekend’s 23rd Hong 
Kong Boat Festival. The 

Verdict mixed 
on frisk ruling
in boro circles

City to shut down Corona clinic
Offi cials decry loss of only free immunization center throughout Queens
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Dragon Boats draw thousands
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PRAYERS FOR PETS

Anne Moran holds cat Doug as Rev. William F. Wendler during a service at the Bayside United Methodist Church. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Peter Zhang, 7, peeks underneath a lion 
head at the Hong Kong Dragon Boat 
Festival. More Photos Page 9 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Activists fi nd LaGuardia 
has just 4 noise monitors
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Western Queens lead-

ers are staunchly opposing 
a homeless shelter proposed 
for Glendale.

On Aug. 6, Community 
Board 5 received a letter 
from Samaritan Village, an 
organization that provides 
shelter and services to the 
homeless, which outlines a 
proposed transitional hous-
ing shelter for 125 families.

The organization sub-
mitted its proposal to the 
city Department of Home-
less Services, and should 
DHS accept it, a dilapidated 
building, at 78-16 Cooper 
Ave., will be turned into a 
temporary housing facility.

According to the letter 
from Samaritan Village, 
the facility would offer 
on-site services, including 
administration, case man-
agement and housing and 
employment counseling. 
Samaritan Village would 
also connect residents to 
other off-site services, such 
as vocational training, em-
ployment placement, GED 
instruction and veterans’ 
services. 

On-site security would 
be provided 24 hours, sev-
en days a week, the letter 
states.

Samaritan Village is 
headquartered in Briar-
wood and operates a num-
ber of facilities throughout 
the city. Its Queens facili-
ties include a senior center 

in Woodside, a substance 
abuse treatment facility for 
veterans in Richmond Hill 
and an outpatient treat-
ment program in Jamaica.

The letter says Sa-
maritan Village helps more 
than 800 New Yorkers leave 
the programs and find per-
manent, affordable places 
to live.

Hernandez in the let-
ter also asks to set up a 
meeting with the commu-
nity board to discuss the 
program and Samaritan 
Village’s relationship to the 
community.

But neighborhood 
leaders believe the site is 
an inappropriate location 
for a shelter.

Representatives from 
Samaritan Village declined 
to comment. The landlord 
of the property could not be 
reached. 

Gary Giordano, district 
manager of CB 5, said the 
site, which has been vacant 
for at least 15 years, would 
cost an exorbitant amount 
to renovate. Because Good 
Samaritan would contract 
with the city Department 
of Homeless Services, that 
cost will be covered by tax-
payers.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) echoed that 
concern. The site has pre-
viously been used as both 
a sewing mill and a facility 
for manufacturing airplane 
parts, and would require 

both serious renovations 
as well as environmental 
remediation, she said.

“There is an immedi-
ate need for housing for the 
homeless in the city,” she 
said. “An immediate need. 
It would take more than a 
year and tens of millions of 
dollars to get that building 
ready for residency.”

She expects the 
Bloomberg administration 
to reject the application 
because the site would be 
better used for a business, 
Crowley said in an inter-
view.

“Our mayor is pro-de-
velopment,” she said. “He 
wants jobs and businesses. 
Business always get prior-
ity.”

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) is also against it.

“I am against the pro-
posal because I believe the 
site, on a number of levels, 
is not suited to accommo-
date and serve the intended 
purpose of helping families 
transition out of the pro-
gram and into permanent 
housing,” Hevesi said in an 
e-mail. “However, I also rec-
ognize that Article XVII of 
the state Constitution, and 
years of precedent set by 
cases in New York State 
Courts, ensures the right 
to shelter and has created 
a process designed to limit 
the role of elected officials 
in siting these facilities.”

Community opposes shelter 
proposed for Glendale site

An organization that provides services for the homeless has proposed turning a vacant building on 
Cooper Avenue into transitional housing. Photo by Bianca Fortis
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BY JOE ANUTA

A new agreement 
between the city and a 
northeast Queens devel-
oper will result in three 
sit-down chain restaurants 
near Queens Center Mall, 
though traffic improve-
ments that were part of a 
decade old plan at the site 
will not be included this 
time around.

A 2000 project helmed 
by the city Economic De-
velopment Corp. and Col-
lege-Point based Mattone 
Group was initially sup-
posed to make several im-
provements to 92nd Street, 
Queens Boulevard and the 
Long Island Expressway 
exit to complement the con-
struction of an 18-screen 
movie complex near the 
corner of 92nd Street and 
59th Avenue, a report from 
the City Planning Commis-
sion said.

But the plan fell 
through, the agreement ex-

pired and after more than 
12 years of talks and legal 
wrangling, the developers 
ended up paying $3 million 

to the city for failing to fol-
low through.  

Mattone will now be 
constructing an Olive Gar-

den, a Longhorn Steak-
house and a Joe’s Crab 
Shack on the site.

“We are in need of a 

community facility as was 
originally proposed,” said 
Community Board 4 Dis-
trict Manager Christian 
Cassagnol, who recently 
sat through a presentation 
on the project. “This plan is 
better than having a park-
ing lot there, but traffic is a 
huge concern for us.”

The ordeal started 
more than a decade ago, 
after the city proposed the 
multiplex during the Giu-
liani administration and 
selected Mattone to make 
it happen. Members of CB 
4 questioned the selection 
of the real estate company 

since a high-ranking EDC 
official left office to join the 
Mattone group around this 
time.

Under the previous 
understanding, 92nd Street 
would have been widened 
to four lanes and extended 
down to Queens Boulevard 
to allow westbound traffic 
there to make a right before 
Woodhaven Boulevard, ac-
cording to a report from 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.

The agreement also 
called for a new traffic light 
at the corner of the Long 
Island Expressway exit 
and 92nd Street, the report 
stated.

But that agreement 
expired in 2004 and the de-
velopers and city made no 
move to renew it. 

The restaurants are 
allowed under the current 
zoning and require no spe-
cial permission, according 
to a representative of Mat-
tone. 

Renderings show what the new restaurants slated for the vacant lot across from Queens Center Mall 
will look like. Images courtesy CB 4

College Pt developer to build Elmhurst eateries

Jamaica Bay research center to study urban ecosystems

The Mattone 
Group was 
selected by 

the city for the 
project.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A new research in-

stitute in the Rockaways 
will play host to scientists 
focused on the restoration 
of Jamaica Bay, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced Monday.

The Science and Resil-
ience Institute at Jamaica 
Bay will serve as a research 
center where scientists and 
students alike will work to 
better understand how to 
protect and preserve urban 
ecosystems from develop-
ment and the effects of cli-
mate change, the mayor 
said at a press conference 
overlooking the bay.

The bay is imperiled 
and has suffered a signifi-
cant loss of wetlands in the 
last few decades. A specific 
cause for the diminishment 
of the wetlands has not 
been identified, according 
to the state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion.

Bloomberg said the in-
stitute will be managed by 
a consortium of research 
institutions, including city 
agencies, several universi-
ties and other conservation 

groups. The consortium 
will be led by the City Uni-
versity of New York.

The institute will host 
visiting scientists, hold 
events and provide lab fa-

cilities for students and re-
searchers.

Bloomberg allocated 
$3 million for the project 
in the city’s most recent 
budget. The partnership’s 

organizations are working 
to raise the rest of the fund-
ing.

The proposals for the 
institute were actually due 
just two days before Sandy 
hit in late October, officials 
said. The devastation left 
by the storm made it even 
more clear how necessary 
the research institution 
would be, they said.

“Lessons learned 
here will also help other 
cities around the world as 
they face the challenges 
of a changing climate,” 
Bloomberg said.

He was joined by the 
Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development Shaun 
Donovan and the Secretary 
of the Interior Sally Jewell.

Jewell said “green in-
frastructure” — the use 
of plants and other natu-
ral vegetation to mitigate 
flooding and improve wa-
ter quality — in some ways 
offered better protection 
than “gray infrastructure” 

during Hurricane Sandy.
“I know the mayor is 

looking at this through a 
New York lens, but I am 
looking at this through a 
whole-country lens,” Jew-
ell said. “We have so much 
that we can learn right 
here in Jamaica Bay that’s 
going to help us build green 
infrastructure to address 
climate change, which is 
upon us.”

Jewell said assets like 
Jamaica Bay are not often 
found so close to a large 
population center.

“Having this green 
space right here, around 
New York, is rare,” she 
said. “So treasure it. We’ll 
be your partners in mak-
ing sure we take care of it, 
that we learn lots of lessons 
from this, that we teach it 
to young people throughout 
New York and New Jersey 
and the coastline, and that 
we all learn how to be part 
of a solution in changing 
climate.”

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) is joined by staff from the Parks Department. 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY JOE ANUTA AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Chinese restaurant 
owner, whose body had been 
almost entirely engulfed in 
flames after he ran into the 
parking lot from his burn-
ing Whitestone eatery Sat-
urday, was still in critical 
condition at Jacobi Medical 
Center Wednesday, a hospi-
tal spokesman said.

Zhao Jiang suffered 
second-degree burns dur-
ing the afternoon blaze at 
Emperor House Chinese 
restaurant, according to 
a spokesman for the Fire 
Department.  His identity 
was confirmed through 
property records. A wom-
an, who Whitestone com-
munity members identi-
fied as Jiang’s wife, had 
been brought in serious 
but stable condition to New 
York Hospital Queens,  the 
spokesman said.

Cascarino’s  Pizzeria 

worker Austin Lopez, 20, 
said he first heard a wom-
an screaming, before he 
looked into the complex’s 
parking lot.

“The next thing I saw 
was the guy rolling on the 
floor completely on fire,” 
Lopez said. “It was his 
whole body from head to 
toe.”

Another man from in-
side the eatery was attempt-
ing to cover Jiang with 
what looked like a blanket, 
the pizzeria employee said.

Several seconds later, 
the man appeared to extin-
guish the flames around Ji-
ang and Lopez ran inside to 
call 911, he said.

The FDNY was called 
to respond at 4:49 p.m. and 
was on scene in less than 
four minutes, a spokes-
man for the agency said. 
At 4:53 p.m., an ambulance 
was assigned to help at the 
shopping center, at 10th 
Avenue and 154th Street, 

and arrived at 4:59 p.m. — 
10 minutes after the initial 
call came in — according to 
fire officials.

“The firefighters came 
really quick, but the ambu-
lance took a little while,” 
Lopez said, describing how 
New York’s Bravest imme-
diately tackled the build-
ing, which had been pour-
ing black smoke.

“I saw what seemed 
like endless amounts of 
firefighters and fire trucks. 
The firefighters in this 
town are amazing,” said 
Devon O’Connor, founder 
of the Welcome to Whit-
estone Civic Association. 
“They are always first on 
the scene.”

Until an ambulance 
arrived, Jiang remained on 
the ground in the lot where 
the neighborhood’s Wald-
baums is located.

“He could barely 
breathe. He was on the 
floor,” Lopez said.

Lopez said Jiang was 
friendly with his boss at 
Cascarino’s.

“The guy that got 
burnt, he was a good guy. 
He worked every day,” he 
said, explaining that Ji-
ang’s 6-year-old daughter 
was also often at the restau-
rant.

O’Connor said he also 
spotted the female burn 
victim being taken on a 
stretcher to an ambulance.

“The girl I saw had 
one of her arms wrapped 
up and most of her hair 
was burned off,” he said. 
“She had an oxygen tank 
attached to her. It was hard 
to look at.”

Three firefighters also 
suffered minor injuries be-
fore the blaze was consid-
ered under control at 5:26 
p.m., the FDNY spokesman 
said.

Hours later on Satur-
day, an investigation at the 
eatery was still going on.

NEW!  
NOW OPEN 6PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM
All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

Whitestone eatery owner injured in blaze
 

Shattered glass lies on the ground outside Emperor House Chinese 
Restaurant in Whitestone Sunday. Photo by Christina Santucci
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

w/coupon, exp. 8-25-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY JOE ANUTA

In an unexpected 
move,.State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) dropped out 
of the race for Queens bor-
ough president Wednesday.

“After much thought 
and consideration, I have 
decided to withdraw from 
the Queens borough presi-
dent race. This was cer-
tainly not an 
easy decision, 
and I am eter-
nally grateful 
for the over-
whelming amount of sup-
port I received from people 
throughout Queens,” he 
said. “Queens is my home 
borough and I will never 
stop fighting and advo-
cating for all residents of 
Queens. Yet, at this time, 
I believe I can best serve 
the people of Queens by re-
maining a state senator.”

Avella’s exit whittles 
the Democratic field down 
to two competitors: former 
state Assemblywoman Me-
linda Katz and City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria).

Political observers 
had predicted Avella and 
Vallone would be compet-
ing for votes in the Sept. 10 
primary, meaning that the 
senator’s withdrawal bodes 
well for the councilman’s 
campaign.

Vallone frequently 
sparred with Avella at 

candidate forums and in 
the press, but after the an-
nouncement, he offered 
praise for the senator.

“Despite our disagree-
ments, Tony is a hard work-
er and we see eye to eye on 
a lot of issues,” Vallone’s 
campaign said in a state-
ment. “I look forward to 
working with him and his 
constituents.”

Katz also had kind 
words for Avella, though 
the race is now more com-
petitive with just her and 
Vallone left to duke it out.

“His presence in this 
race brought the focus to 
real issues facing voters 
around our borough, in-
cluding education, afford-
able housing, and better 

health care for all Queens 
residents,” she said in a 
statement.

But following the nice-
ties, the former council-
woman sought to put dis-
tance between herself and 
her lone competitor.

“For my part, I will 
spend the next 27 days 
continuing to spread the 
word about the clear choice 
facing voters in this race 
— between my progres-
sive plan for better health 
care and high-paying jobs 
in Queens, and Peter Val-
lone’s extreme, Conserva-
tive Party-backed views on 
core issues like women’s 
health care and marriage 
equality.”

TONY AVELLA

Avella exits beep race, 
leaving two in primary
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Trains were already 

rolling through Tuesday 
when the Resorts World Ca-
sino in Ozone Park hosted 
a grand opening of the Aq-
ueduct Racetrack train sta-
tion.

The station, served 
by the A train, has tradi-
tionally been open only on 
race days, but now it will 
be open 24 hours a day after 
the casino put forward the 
funds to revamp it.

Resorts World Presi-
dent Edward Farrell said 
the station is actually one 
of the oldest in the current 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority system. 
Years of work and about $15 
million went into renova-
tions and making the proj-
ect happen, he said.

He said upgrades in-
cluded bringing the station 

up to code and making it 
ADA-compliant.

“We’ve definitely 
learned a lot over the last 
few years,” he said. “One 
thing I’ve learned is that 
train stations are not free. 
In fact, they’re very, very 
expensive.”

The project also in-
cludes an above-ground, 
climate-controlled “sky-
bridge” that runs from the 
station directly into the 
casino.

“Rain or shine, 24 
hours, seven days a week, 
the skybridge is open so 
that you can get to the ca-
sino,” Farrell said.

The casino sees about 
12 million people per year, 
Farrell said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Brooklyn-based 
church that organized a 
discussion about race rela-
tions over the weekend in 
southeast Queens plans to 
continue its ministry in 
the borough by opening 
a house of worship in the 
Jamaica theater where the 
event was held.

Leaders of House of 
the Lord Churches said the 
new Pentecostal congre-
gation would meet for the 
first service Sept. 22 in the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
at 176-03 Jamaica Ave. The 
announcement was made 
before a lecture on slavery, 
segregation and the shoot-
ing death of an unarmed 
black teen in Florida last 
year.

“It is time that the kill-
ing of our young children 
stop,“ church minister Za-
kiya Russ told the crowd of 
about 20 inside the theater’s 
ground floor. “We could not 
allow the spirit of Trayvon 
Martin to just fizzle out 
without addressing the in-
justice.”

Russ then introduced 
the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, 
a Savannah, Ga.-born 
preacher who is a fourth 
generation minister, long-
time civil rights activist 
and former unofficial chap-
lain for the New York Jets.

“I think we were all 
very angry, indignant and 
furious in relation to the 

verdict,” Daughtry said.
George Zimmerman, 

who is white and Hispanic, 
was acquitted of second-
degree murder and man-
slaughter in Martin’s death 
last month.

“One of the things 
about that trial was nobody 
wanted to talk about was 
race,” said Daughtry, who 
is black.

But, he said, the color 
of people’s skin has been 
important in how blacks 
have been treated through-
out human history — from 
the start of slavery through 
the time of the Jim Crow 
laws in the South and into 
present-day.

“It was determined for 
you where you sit, where 
you rode, even where you 
go to the toilet,” Daughtry 
said of the 1950s.

Over time, civil rights 
leaders like Martin Luther 
King Jr. helped pave the 
way for Barack Obama to 
be elected president of the 
United States and for Nel-
son Mandela to lead South 
Africa.

“You see changes come 
that you never thought you 
would see,” he said, before 
describing a young boy in 
Africa who asked a mem-
ber of former President Bill 
Clinton’s team recently if a 
white man could be presi-

dent after knowing only 
Obama in the White House.

Still, there is work to 
be done for equality, the 
minister told the crowd, 
saying that he hoped the 
youth would be the ones to 
bring about reforms.

“Maybe this injustice 
might be a catalyst for a 
movement,” he said of Mar-
tin’s death. “So often the 
mightiest of movements 
are begun with the most 
minute incidents.”

Russ pointed to the vi-
olence snuffing out young 
lives and stop-and-frisk as 
continuing issues in the 
community.

Pat Cohen and Sirve Girault of Resorts World Casino strike a pose 
at the grand opening of the Aqueduct Racetrack subway station. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

The Rev. Herbert Daughtry (l.) and church minister Zakiya Russ (r.), both from House of the Lord, greet 
one another before a discussion on race at the Afrikan Poetry Theatre. Photo by Christina Santucci

Racino train station 
now open full-time

New ministry heads to boro
House of the Lord Churches will move into Afrikan Poetry Theatre
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

EXP  
8/31/13

EXP  
8/31/13

+ TAX

EXP  
8/31/13

+ TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

BY JOE ANUTA

The city is scheduled 
to decide next week wheth-
er high-rise condos will 
replace the storied 5Pointz 
building in Long Island 
City.

The City Planning 
Commission has scheduled 
a vote for Aug. 21 that could 
allow the Wolkoff family 
to tear down the graffitied 
walls of the abandoned 
warehouse and replace it 
with two residential towers 
41 and 47 stories tall.

The commission’s 
decision could be the last 
stop for the proposal, which 
seeks to circumvent zoning 
laws to build 1,000 residen-
tial units in the towers, 
along with ground-level 
retail, outdoor space and 
about 12,000 square feet set 
aside for artist studios.

After the commission 
makes its call, the City 
Council has the option to 
bring it up for a vote. The 
law-making body has 50 
days to approve the plan, 
modify it or reject the pro-
posal outright, though 
members must make a deci-
sion whether to review the 
application within 20 days. 

If lawmakers do nothing, 
the permit will be granted 
as City Planning envisions 
it.

Many of the communi-
ty amenities — including a 
50-by-200-foot exhibit space 
designed to pay homage 
to the current aerosol art-
covered building — were 
not included in the pro-
posal when it was panned 
by Community Board 2 in 
June, according to Chair-
man Joe Conley, who said 
the new plan is much more 
responsive to community 
needs.

“We have a better proj-
ect than we had back in 
June,” he said. “We talked 
to both Wolkoffs and they 
were very agreeable. We 
think it’s a good start and 
we are looking forward to 
working with them.”

One of the board’s 
main concerns was afford-
able housing.

Owner David Wolkoff 
and his father, Long Island 
developer Jerry Wolkoff, 
had requested permission 
to build more than the al-
lowable floor area to make 
the project economically 
feasible, but the board 
wanted to see some afford-

able units included should 
the duo be granted the right 
to exceed the area’s zoning 
controls.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave the 
thumbs-up in July.

“I had some concerns 
about this application,” she 
said in a statement, “but I 
believe those concerns have 
been adequately addressed 
by the developer’s promise 
to Community Board 2 to 
provide affordable housing 
and other community ben-
efits as part of the project.”

But one group who has 
not been appeased is the 
artists who have covered 
the walls with one-of-a-
kind graffiti.

The building has be-
come a tourist attraction 
for Long Island City and a 
beacon for the burgeoning 
artist community there.

The painters are ve-
hemently opposed to the 
development of the ware-
house and vowed to fight it 
until the end.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

The city will soon decide whether developers can tear down the building known as 5Pointz and re-
place it with luxury apartment towers.

City poised to decide fate 
of 5Pointz building in LIC
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lives in peace,” said Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), who was 
joined by fellow Council-
men Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) in applauding 
Scheindlin’s appointment 
of an independent monitor 
to oversee the NYPD as it 
implements changes to its 
policies.

“In order to regain 
the trust of those who have 
been disillusioned by what 
we now recognize as con-
stitutional violations, we 
must start with common 
sense reforms that protect 
the rights and safety of all 
New Yorkers,” Richards 
added.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg vetoed the Com-
munity Safety Act, and the 
council has until its next 
stated meeting Thursday to 
push forward with an over-
ride.

“As a supporter of the 
Community Safety Act, 
I applaud Judge Shira A. 
Scheindlin’s ruling on stop-
and-frisk,” said Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst). “I look 
forward to the benefits 
this ruling will bring to so 
many communities across 
our great City.”

Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria), a bor-
ough president candidate 
and one of Queens’ most 
vocal NYPD supporters, 
agreed with the mayor’s 
claim that Scheindlin was 
biased against the city 
from the start, and said the 
focus now should be on pro-
tecting the city within the 
guidelines she set.

 “Even this biased fed-
eral judge recognized the 
importance of stop-and-
frisk,” he said. “Specifical-
ly she said she doesn’t want 
to end it or end proactive 
policing. I agree with her 
on that”

Eastern Queens has 
been a hotbed of debate over 
stop-and-frisk, especially 
since two police unions 
began organizing against 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) for 
his support of the Commu-
nity Safety Act and former 
NYPD Capt Joseph Con-
cannon stepped forward to 
challenge the incumbent 
for his seat.

“This thoughtless deci-
sion is coming from an out-
of-touch ideologue who has 
no understanding of polic-
ing and the crime fighting 
tactics that made New York 
City the safest major city 
in the nation,” Concannon 
said. “Police officers do not 
engage in racial profiling.”

Continued from Page 1 

Frisk

decided to “restructure and 
consolidate services to pre-
serve essential functions 
and reduce overall cost of 
operations.” 

DOH also said  “in ad-
dition to the Fort Greene 
Health Center (in Brook-
lyn) remaining open five 
days a week, there are 
22 primary providers in 
Queens that provide free 
or low-cost immunizations. 
No staff will be laid off as a 
result of this.” 

Judith Arroyo, the 
president of the union that 
represents public health 
nurses at DC 37, questioned 
whether the 22 primary 

providers claimed by the 
DOH have the capacity and 
diverse language trans-
lations needed to accom-
modate the residents of 
Queens. 

The Corona Health 
Clinic has been in opera-
tion since 1939 and admin-
isters vaccine services for 
Hepatitis B, Diphteria, teta-
nus, and pertussis, measles, 
mumps and all the shots 
needed for a child to attend 
city public schools. In 2012, 
the Corona Clinic admin-
istered 4,286 children with 
vaccines and nearly 8,000 
MMR, 6,600 Hepatitis-B 
and 3,700 flu vaccines, ac-
cording to DC 37.

 School nurses, such as 
PS/IS 270’s Sharon Brax-
ton, stressed that the public 

health issue is also an edu-
cation issue.

“I refer many of the 
children to this clinic and 
often have them back in 
school the same day,” said 
Baxton. “If the children 
do not have their vaccina-
tions, the principal, ac-
cording to the Department 
of Education, must exclude 
them from school. We want 
to keep the kids in school.” 

The closures are part 
of a series of cutbacks made 
by the DOH, which has re-
duced the number of sea-
sonal contracted nurses 
and immunization teams 
that were designed to alter-
nate between the different 
clinics in the city. 

Peralta sent a letter to 
Mayor Bloomberg address-

ing his concerns over the 
closure of both the Corona 
and Tremont Health Cen-
ters and demanding a copy 
of the closure plan which 
he deemed “unacceptable.”  

At a minimum, the 
community demanded bet-
ter communication with 
the DOH when it comes to 
the health and safety of its 
people.

“It is appalling that 
the communities reliant on 
vital resources like immu-
nization clinics have not 
been consulted. We need a 
change in the current top 
down approach to setting 
health priorities to a more 
consultive and open pro-
cess,” said Feliciano.

event honors Qu Yuan, a 
court minister and poet in 
first-century China, whose 
sacrifice is commemorated 
each year during the fifth 
lunar month with boat 
races.

Teams of rowers prac-
tice for months preparing 
for race day.

On Saturday, members 
of Manhattan’s United East 
Athletics Association stood 
in a circle around Coach 
Alan Lee and warmed up 
with shoulder, arm and leg 
stretches for the second 
heat races.

Lee, who has served as 

coach for eight years, origi-
nally joined this China-
town-based community out-
reach sports organization’s 

team for another athletic 
outlet. He figured he would 
be one of the paddlers, but 
instead was drafted to be 

the steersman, who sits in 
the back of the boat and 
uses a large paddle to keep 
the team on track.

“I like being outdoors 
and in the water,” Lee said. 
“That is such a rarity in the 
city. And it’s just fun being 
part of it.”

Novice team member 
Marie Chan joined late in 
the season, but quickly got 
into the groove with the 
two-hour, biweekly practic-
es both in swimming pools 
and on Meadow Lake.

“The hardest part at 
the beginning was syncing 
up with everybody else,” 
said Chan. “Every boat 
uses a different form and 
you have to try and perfect 
the form.”

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) joined 
with federal colleagues — 
two of whom have district 
offices in Queens — in call-
ing on the Port Authority to 
install more noise monitors 
around areas affected most 
by flight noise. The push 
came after more than a 
year of community outrage 
over revised flight patterns 
coming out of LaGuardia 
Airport, which was only 
given four monitors to col-
lect noise data, compared 
to 10 relaying data to John 
F. Kennedy International 

Airport.
The officials urged 

the Port Authority to enlist 
help from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration to get 
more noise monitors on the 
ground to collect data and 
more accurately assess the 
impact of air traffic in the 
metropolitan area.

“Noise monitors are so 
under-utilized in the New 
York tri-state area, which is 
home to three of the nation’s 
busiest airports,” Schumer 
said. “Other major airports 
in the country, like Boston 
and Los Angeles, use up-
wards of 30 each, and we 
only have 14 between our 
two largest airports.”

The Port Authority 

recently launched a new 
website providing more 
detailed assessments of air-
port noise, but the federal 
officials contended that the 
data would not be truly ac-
curate unless more noise 
monitors are placed on the 
ground.

“We know that air-
plane noise is impacting 
local communities. But I 
want critical technologies 
like more noise monitors in 
place to track it,” said U.S. 
Rep. Steve Israel (D-Mel-
ville). “With that detailed 
information and by making 
it public, the Port Authority 
and FAA can work with the 
community to reach a reso-
lution to this quality-of- life 

issue for my constituents.”
For the better part 

of the past year, residents 
of northeast Queens have 
assembled a full-fledged 
activist group known as 
Queens Quiet Skies, which 
has been working closely 
with elected officials and 
the FAA to address flight 
noise. Founder Janet McE-
neaney has been at the fore-
front of the movement and 
sent an e-mail to her mem-
bership celebrating a vic-
tory in one of the group’s 
core goals.

“I am proud of all of 
us and what we’ve accom-
plished together in less 
than a year,” McEneaney 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Clinic

Festival

Monitors

A member of Yee’s Hung Ga International Kung Fu Association 
carry a dragon through Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilmen Leroy Comrie (clockwise from top l.), Donovan 
Richards, Mark Weprin and Peter Vallone Jr. have different views 
of the ruling.
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Thousands flocked to the annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat festival. (Clockwise from top l.) The Extreme New York team prepares to glide through 
the water; Xing Shi Group of lion dancers take the stage; rowers from DCH show off their speed; Flushing resident Emily Huang flies a kite; 
Mochi the dog is surrounded by HSBC noisemakers; Ken Corwin helps sons - 6-year-old William (l.) and 4-year-old Thomas - into a lion head; and 
officials paint the eye of the dragon during the opening ceremonies. Photos by Christina Santucci

Flushing Meadows fi lls with Dragon Boat festivities
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BY LISA AUTZ

The city Department 
of Transportation is in-
cluding Long Island City, 
Astoria and Sunnyside in 
its multi-phase, CitiBike 
expansion plan after state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria), City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and other com-
munity leaders pushed for 
the bikes to be brought to 
Queens.

There are currently 
about 6,000 of the blue bikes 
at 300 stations in downtown 
Brooklyn and below 59th 
Street in Manhattan. It 
is on its way to becoming 
the largest bike-share sys-
tem in the nation with 600 
stations and 10,000 bikes 
scheduled to be installed, 
but the expansion dates are 
still unclear.

Since May 2012, the 
bike-share program was 
originally planned for 

Long Island City in its first 
phase installment along 
with northern Brooklyn 
projects, but its launch was 
delayed after stored equip-
ment was damaged at the 
Brooklyn Navy yard dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy.

But once DOT receives 
Sandy relief funding for the 
damaged equipment, plans 
to finish the first phase of 
the bike stations will be 
on their way, officials said. 
Plans for Astoria and Sun-
nyside have no set date but 
will be included in future 
expansion phases, accord-
ing to the DOT.

Gianaris, who has 
been advocating CitiBike 
stations in western Queens 
for months, sent a letter to 
DOT and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in July asking 
that areas in his Queens 
district be part of expan-
sion plans and also stress-
ing the community’s need 
and the potential growth 

for bikes.
“I request that Astoria 

be added to Sunnyside in 
plans for the next install-

ment of CitiBike and that 
Woodside be considered as 
well,” the senator wrote. 
“Western Queens already 
has limited transportation 
options. As more and more 
people flock to this area, the 
need for transportation al-
ternatives grows clearer.”

Rallies have also been 
held in support of the pro-
gram stretching to Queens. 
Van Bramer, along with 
community, cultural and 
civic leaders, came together 
in June at City Hall to call 
CitiBikes to the borough.

Van Bramer, who has 
been involved in the initial 
developments of the bike-
share program, worked 
with the DOT last year to 
secure 10 locations in Long 
Island City before the storm 
hit. The councilman’s ef-
forts resulted in the bor-
ough’s first Bike Forum, 
which helps residents share 
and discuss ideas for bike 
routes throughout Council 

District 26, stretching from 
Astoria to Woodside.

“The goal of this forum 
was to make sure that the 
community has input in 
the Department of Trans-
portation’s bike lane imple-
mentation process,” said 
Van Bramer, who cycles 
himself.

Officials have re-
sponded saying DOT will 
begin the planning process 
for Astoria’s inclusion in 
the bike system later this 
year, which will include 
evaluations of the best spe-
cific locations for CitiBike 
stations in the region. DOT 
explained, however, that no 
timetable has been set for 
the neighborhood or any 
other region of Queens.

“Until Queens loca-
tions are included into 
the map, we cannot call 
CitiBike a ‘citywide’ bike-
share program,” said Van 
Bramer.

There are plans for CitiBikes to roll into the Queens neighborhoods 
of LIC, Astoria and Sunnyside. Photo by Mark Lennihan/AP

DOT plans to bring Citi Bikes into western Queens
Astoria, Sunnyside and Long Island City are included in future expansion of program
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

N
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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