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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Western Queens leaders are 
staunchly opposing a homeless 
shelter proposed for Glendale.

On Aug. 6, Community 
Board 5 received a letter from Sa-
maritan Village, an organization 
that provides shelter and services 
to the homeless, which outlines 
a proposed transitional housing 
shelter for 125 families.

The organization submitted 
its proposal to the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, and 
should DHS accept it, a dilapidat-
ed building, at 78-16 Cooper Ave., 
will be turned into a temporary 
housing facility.

According to the letter from 
Samaritan Village, the facil-
ity would offer on-site services, 
including administration, case 
management and housing and 
employment counseling. Samari-
tan Village would also connect 

Continued on Page 50

BY RICH BOCKMANN

 Reaction in Queens was split 
after a federal judge Monday 
ruled the NYPD’s use of stop-and-
frisk was unconstitu-
tional and ordered an 
independent monitor 
to oversee reforms 
to the department’s 
practice.

Manhattan federal court 
Judge Shira Scheindlin found the 
controversial police tactic vio-
lated civilians’ rights protecting 
them from illegal searches and 

seizures and equal treatment by 
the government, but did not call 
for an outright ban on stop-and-
frisk.

She appointed an indepen-
dent monitor to over-
see reforms of the 
NYPD and ordered 
one precinct in each 
borough — Jamai-

ca’s 103rd in Queens — to imple-
ment a pilot program for patrol 
officers to wear small cameras to 
document their interactions on 
the street.

A CNG Publication Vol. 1 No. 32 56 total pages

WATER WARS
Ozone Park resident Julie Wang serves as the East Dragons’ drummer 
during the annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival. See coverage on 
Pages 5, 20. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Trains were already 

rolling through Tuesday 
when the Resorts World Ca-
sino in Ozone Park hosted 
a grand opening of the Aq-
ueduct Racetrack train sta-
tion.

The station, served 
by the A train, has tradi-
tionally been open only on 
race days, but now it will 
be open 24 hours a day after 
the casino put forward the 
funds to revamp it.

Resorts World Presi-
dent Edward Farrell said 
the station is actually one 
of the oldest in the current 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority system. 
Years of work and about $15 
million went into renova-
tions and making the proj-

ect happen, he said.
He said upgrades in-

cluded bringing the station 
up to code and making it 
ADA-compliant.

“We’ve definitely 
learned a lot over the last 
few years,” he said. “One 
thing I’ve learned is that 
train stations are not free. 
In fact, they’re very, very 
expensive.”

The project also in-
cludes an above-ground, 
climate-controlled “sky-
bridge” that runs from the 
station directly into the 
casino.

“Rain or shine, 24 
hours, seven days a week, 
the skybridge is open so 
that you can get to the ca-
sino,” Farrell said.

The casino sees about 
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Brooklyn-based 
church that organized a 
discussion about race rela-
tions over the weekend in 
southeast Queens plans to 
continue its ministry in 
the borough by opening 
a house of worship in the 
Jamaica theater where the 
event was held.

Leaders of House of 
the Lord Churches said the 
new Pentecostal congre-
gation would meet for the 
first service Sept. 22 in the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
at 176-03 Jamaica Ave. The 
announcement was made 
before a lecture on slavery, 
segregation and the shoot-
ing death of an unarmed 
black teen in Florida last 
year.

“It is time that the kill-
ing of our young children 
stop,“ church minister Za-
kiya Russ told the crowd of 
about 20 inside the theater’s 
ground floor. “We could not 
allow the spirit of Trayvon 
Martin to just fizzle out 
without addressing the in-
justice.”

Russ then introduced 
the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, 
a Savannah, Ga.-born 
preacher who is a fourth 
generation minister, long-
time civil rights activist 
and former unofficial chap-
lain for the New York Jets.

“I think we were all 
very angry, indignant and 
furious in relation to the 
verdict,” Daughtry said.

George Zimmerman, 
who is white and Hispanic, 
was acquitted of second-

degree murder and man-
slaughter in Martin’s death 
last month.

“One of the things 
about that trial was nobody 
wanted to talk about was 
race,” said Daughtry, who 
is black.

But, he said, the color 
of people’s skin has been 
important in how blacks 
have been treated through-
out human history — from 
the start of slavery through 
the time of the Jim Crow 
laws in the South and into 
present-day.

“It was determined for 
you where you sit, where 
you rode, even where you 
go to the toilet,” Daughtry 
said of the 1950s.

Over time, civil rights 
leaders like Martin Luther 

King Jr. helped pave the 
way for Barack Obama to 
be elected president of the 
United States and for Nel-
son Mandela to lead South 
Africa.

“You see changes come 
that you never thought you 
would see,” he said, before 
describing a young boy in 
Africa who asked a mem-
ber of former President Bill 
Clinton’s team recently if a 
white man could be presi-
dent after knowing only 
Obama in the White House.

Still, there is work to 
be done for equality, the 
minister told the crowd, 
saying that he hoped the 
youth would be the ones to 
bring about reforms.

“Maybe this injustice 
might be a catalyst for a 

movement,” he said of Mar-
tin’s death. “So often the 
mightiest of movements 
are begun with the most 
minute incidents.”

Russ pointed to the vi-
olence snuffing out young 
lives and stop-and-frisk as 
continuing issues in the 
community.

“Our young boys of 
color are not comfortable 
walking the streets,” she 
said, explaining that adults 
try to teach young men how 
to best respond and what to 
say when stopped by police.

Russ said the event 
Saturday was organized 
“to allow the community 
to be able to voice their con-
cerns, articulate their frus-
trations and come up with 

Pat Cohen and Sirve Girault of Resorts World Casino strike a pose 
at the grand opening of the Aqueduct Racetrack subway station. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

The Rev. Herbert Daughtry (l.) and church minister Zakiya Russ (r.), both from House of the Lord, greet 
one another before a discussion on race at the Afrikan Poetry Theatre. Photo by Christina Santucci

Racino train station 
now open full-time

New ministry heads to boro
House of the Lord Churches will move into Afrikan Poetry Theatre

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 9
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BY LISA AUTZ
 
The city Department 

of Transportation is in-
cluding Long Island City, 
Astoria and Sunnyside in 
its multi-phase, CitiBike 
expansion plan after state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria), City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and other com-
munity leaders pushed for 
the bikes to be brought to 
Queens.

There are currently 
about 6,000 of the blue bikes 
at 300 stations in downtown 
Brooklyn and below 59th 
Street in Manhattan. It 
is on its way to becoming 
the largest bike-share sys-
tem in the nation with 600 
stations and 10,000 bikes 
scheduled to be installed, 
but the expansion dates are 
still unclear.

Since May 2012, the 
bike-share program was 
originally planned for 

Long Island City in its first 
phase installment along 
with northern Brooklyn 
projects, but its launch was 
delayed after stored equip-
ment was damaged at the 
Brooklyn Navy yard dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy.

But once DOT receives 
Sandy relief funding for the 
damaged equipment, plans 
to finish the first phase of 
the bike stations will be 
on their way, officials said. 
Plans for Astoria and Sun-
nyside have no set date but 
will be included in future 
expansion phases, accord-
ing to the DOT.

Gianaris, who has 
been advocating CitiBike 
stations in western Queens 
for months, sent a letter to 
DOT and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in July asking 
that areas in his Queens 
district be part of expan-
sion plans and also stress-
ing the community’s need 
and the potential growth 

for bikes.
“I request that Astoria 

be added to Sunnyside in 
plans for the next install-

ment of CitiBike and that 
Woodside be considered as 
well,” the senator wrote. 
“Western Queens already 
has limited transportation 
options. As more and more 
people flock to this area, the 
need for transportation al-
ternatives grows clearer.”

Rallies have also been 
held in support of the pro-
gram stretching to Queens. 
Van Bramer, along with 
community, cultural and 
civic leaders, came together 
in June at City Hall to call 
CitiBikes to the borough.

Van Bramer, who has 
been involved in the initial 
developments of the bike-
share program, worked 
with the DOT last year to 
secure 10 locations in Long 
Island City before the storm 
hit. The councilman’s ef-
forts resulted in the bor-
ough’s first Bike Forum, 
which helps residents share 
and discuss ideas for bike 
routes throughout Council 

District 26, stretching from 
Astoria to Woodside.

“The goal of this forum 
was to make sure that the 
community has input in 
the Department of Trans-
portation’s bike lane imple-
mentation process,” said 
Van Bramer, who cycles 
himself.

Officials have re-
sponded saying DOT will 
begin the planning process 
for Astoria’s inclusion in 
the bike system later this 
year, which will include 
evaluations of the best spe-
cific locations for CitiBike 
stations in the region. DOT 
explained, however, that no 
timetable has been set for 
the neighborhood or any 
other region of Queens.

“Until Queens loca-
tions are included into 
the map, we cannot call 
CitiBike a ‘citywide’ bike-
share program,” said Van 
Bramer.

There are plans for CitiBikes to roll into the Queens neighborhoods 
of LIC, Astoria and Sunnyside. Photo by Mark Lennihan/AP

JCCA’s Forest Hills Child Care Center Summer and Fall 
Openings 

Serving our neighborhood’s children for more than 31 years, Jewish Child 
Care Association’s Forest Hills Child Care Center is one of the community’s 
oldest and most trusted child care programs for children ages 2-4. 

Special features include: 

 Year-round, full-day program (Monday-Friday 
7:30 am to 6 pm)  

 Nutritious kosher breakfasts and snacks 

 Professional, bilingual staff (Russian, 
Hebrew and Spanish) 

 All Group teachers have Masters degrees 

 Small classes and individual attention  

 Universal Pre K (UPK) partial day program 
reviewed highly by the Dept. of Education

 Licensed by the NYC Dept. of Health

Registration for Summer and Fall Programs. 
Availability is very limited  For more information go 
to www.jccany.org/fhccc or Contact: Abbe Natanielov 
at Natanielova@jccany.org  718-263-5730 

Forest Hills Child Care Center
108-05 68th Rd, Forest Hills 

Limited openings available for our fall program! 
Some summer openings still available!

are programs for children ages 2-4.

Monday-Friday 

and snacks

Russian, 

ters degrees

attention  

day program
of Education

Health

all Programs. 
more information go 

ontact: Abbe Natanielov 
18-263-5730

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY  866.392.1378
Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

FOR ESTHILLSDINER.NET

CHICKEN QUESADILLA
with Letuce, Tomato, Onions, and Peppers 

on a Whole Wheat Tortilla

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
with Spaghetti

EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
with Pasta

GRILLED CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD
GRILLED CHICKEN AVOCADO 

SALAD
with Italian Vinaigrette Dressing

BUILD YOUR OWN OMELET
BROILED PORK CHOPS

with Potato, Vegetable, and Apple Sauce

FRIED FILET OF SOLE ON BUN
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries

CHICKEN OR BEEF TERIYAKI
with Rice and Beans

AWARD 2013
Customer Favorite At

FOREST HILLS DINER
BACON & CHEESE BURGER

Selected by GrubHub Customers

SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

15% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK* 

With Advertisement
Dine In Only

*NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

New 10oz Homemade

BURGER DELUXE 
With Fountain Soda

ONLY $8.00

NOW 

AVAILABLE

68-60 Austin Street
Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 
7 am - 10 pm 

BROILED HALF CHICKEN
with Rice and Beans or French Fries

ROASTED PORK CUBAN SANDWICH 
with French Fries

ROASTED PERNIL 
with Rice & Beans 

CHILLI CON CARNE
over Vegetable Rice

CHEESE BURGER DX/TUNA
WRAPPE DX/ANY PANINI DX

with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries 

BUFFALO BURGER DELUXE
CHICKEN BURGER DELUXE

DOT plans to bring Citi Bikes into western Queens
Astoria, Sunnyside and Long Island City are included in future expansion of program
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Police in Jamaica’s 

103rd Precinct will wear 
cameras to document in-
teractions with civilians in 
a pilot program if a federal 
judge’s ruling earlier this 
week on the NYPD’s use of 
stop-and-frisk holds up.

Following a nine-week 
trial earlier this year, 
Judge Shira Scheindlin in 
Manhattan federal court 
ruled in a 195-page deci-
sion Monday that the city 
acted with deliberate indif-
ference through its use of 
proactive policing policies 
that targeted young black 
and Hispanic men, and ap-
pointed an independent 
monitor to oversee reforms 
to the NYPD.

“The city and its 
highest officials believe 
that blacks and Hispanics 
should be stopped at the 
same rate as their propor-
tion of the local criminal 
suspect population. But 

this reasoning is flawed 
because the stopped popu-
lation is overwhelmingly 
innocent — not criminal,” 
she wrote. “In addition, the 
evidence at trial revealed 
that the NYPD has an un-
written policy of targeting 
‘the right people’ for stops. 
In practice, the policy en-
courages the targeting of 
young black and Hispanic 
men based on their preva-
lence in local crime com-
plaints. This is a form of 
racial profiling.”

The ruling said the 
precinct with the highest 
number of stops in each 
borough in 2012 will imple-
ment a pilot program in 
which police officers will 
wear cameras on their 
uniforms. With just un-
der 13,000 stops last year, 
the 103rd Precinct ranked 
highest in Queens.

 “While a person’s 
race may be important if 
it fits the description of a 
particular crime suspect,” 

the judge said, “it is imper-
missible to subject all mem-
bers of a racially defined 
group to heightened police 
enforcement because some 
members of that group are 
criminals.”

City Councilman Le-

roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
said the ruling confirmed 
many New Yorkers’ views 
that the current use of stop-
and-frisk violated their 
constitutional rights.

“Not only have the po-
lice been targeting minori-

ty and LGBT communities, 
ignoring the fact that more 
weapons and contraband 
are confiscated when they 
stop white suspects, but the 
way they have treated resi-
dents when they are stopped 
has been demeaning and 

abusive,” he said. “The pub-
lic wants the police to keep 
them safe, and the reforms 
mandated by this ruling 
will help hold the NYPD ac-
countable, while also forc-
ing changes to policies that 
will build a stronger rela-
tionship between precincts 
and the communities they 
are trying to protect.” 

At a City Hall news 
conference following the 
decision, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg ardently de-
fended the NYPD’s contro-
versial practices as both 
constitutional and effective 
and vowed to take his case 
to a higher court.

“One small group of ad-
vocates and one judge con-
ducted their own investiga-
tion and it was pretty clear 
from the start which way it 
would turn out,” Bloomberg 
said, criticizing Scheindlin 
for public comments she 
made prior to and during 
the trial. “Throughout the 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Calling the criminal 

justice system “in too many 
respects broken,” the coun-
try’s top law enforcement 
official Monday announced 
a set of reforms to national 
drug policies aimed at re-
ducing the number of mi-
norities sent to prison on 
federal drug charges.

“It’s time — in fact, 
it’s well past time — to ad-
dress persistent needs and 
unwarranted disparities 
by considering a funda-
mentally new approach,” 
U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder told delegates of the 
American Bar Association 
in San Francisco at their 
annual meeting Monday. 
“While I have the utmost 

faith in — and dedication to 
— America’s legal system, 

we must face the reality 
that, as it stands, our sys-
tem is in too many respects 
broken. The course we are 
on is far from sustainable.”

As of Jan. 1, 13 percent 
of inmates in the state pris-
on system were locked up 
on drug charges, according 
to the state Department of 
Corrections and Commu-
nity Supervision. That was 
down from about 20 percent 
in 2009, before the Rock-
efeller Drug Laws — which 
carried stiffer penalties 
than federal laws — were 
reformed to remove manda-
tory minimum sentences.

The federal prison 
population has grown by 
almost 800 percent since 
1980 — for comparison, the 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens pretty much 
drew its line in the sand 
on stop-and-frisk with the 
debate over the City Coun-
cil’s Community Safety Act 
back in June. So when a fed-
eral judge earlier this week 
released her widely antici-
pated decision rebuking 
the NYPD’s use of the con-
troversial practice, voices 
on both sides of the debate 
seized upon an opportunity 
to dig in their heels.

In southeast Queens 
— where Council members 
voted in unison in June to 
support both an inspec-
tor general to oversee the 
NYPD and an expansion 
of the city’s anti-profiling 
laws — support was unani-

mous for Judge Shira Schei-
ndlin’s ruling Monday that 
the department’s use of 
stop-and-frisk violated con-

stitutional rights.
“The ongoing abuse of 

New York City’s stop and 
frisk policy has instilled a 
deep distrust between the 
NYPD and thousands of in-
nocent, tax-paying citizens 
who are simply trying to 
live their lives in peace,” 
said Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), 
who was joined by fellow 
Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) in ap-
plauding Scheindlin’s ap-
pointment of an indepen-
dent monitor to oversee 
the NYPD as it implements 
changes to its policies.

“In order to regain 
the trust of those who have 
been disillusioned by what 

City Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
(clockwise from top l.), Donovan 
Richards, Mark Weprin and 
Peter Vallone Jr. have different 
views of the ruling.

Judge Shira Scheindlin, of Manhattan federal court, shown in this file photo, rules the NYPD’s use of 
stop-and-frisk to be unconstitutional and appoints an independent monitor to oversee reforms to the 
department. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Queens has mixed reaction 
to decision on police tactic

U.S. attorney general takes steps 
to reform drug-sentencing policy

Stop-and-frisk ruled unconstitutional
Patrol offi cers in Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct to wear body cameras as part of pilot NYPD program 

ERIC HOLDER
 AP Photo/Evan Vucci

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
   
With the 50th anniver-

sary of a pivotal moment in 
the Civil Rights era weeks 
away, U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) made 
a stop in Queens last week 
to urge her colleagues in 
Congress to restore a key 
element of the movement’s 
legislation that was nulli-
fied by the U.S. Supreme 
Court earlier this year.

“This is not some eso-
teric decision from some 
faraway place,” the junior 
senator said at Borough 
Hall Aug. 9. “It has im-
plications right here in 
Queens.”

In June, the court es-
sentially gutted Section 5 of 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 
which required certain 
jurisdictions to receive 
federal pre-clearance for 
changes that could possibly 
disenfranchise voters, such 
as redistricting and mov-
ing polling places.

While noting that pre-
clearance was still relevant, 
the court ruled that Section 
4 of the act, which contains 
the formula used to iden-
tify which jurisdictions are 
covered by Section 5, was 
out-of-date and unconstitu-
tional. That put the impe-
tus on Washington, D.C., 
lawmakers to come up with 
a new formula.

Gillibrand said a com-
mittee in the U.S. House 
of Representatives was ex-
pected to come out with a 
new proposal within the 
next few weeks and con-
tended it is imperative 
Washington pass legisla-

tion in this session.
“We will answer the 

charge of the Supreme 
Court,” she said, “because 
it is untenable that these 
protections are not in 
place.

“With the 2014 con-
gressional elections on the 
horizon, time is very much 
of the essence,” she added. 
“We can’t afford to wait.”

While Queens was nev-
er identified under the Sec-
tion 4 formula, the Bronx, 
Manhattan and Brooklyn 
were added in 1975 after a 
literacy test was shown to 
have disenfranchised mi-
nority voters.  But because 
it shared the same election 
plans as its neighbors, the 
borough was covered un-
der the pre-clearance pro-
tection.

The Voting Rights Act 
was one of the hallmarks 
of the Civil Rights era, 
which reached a turning 
point with Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s march on 
the Capitol and his “I Have 
a Dream” speech Aug. 28, 
1963.

“I know firsthand 
from 50 years ago the prog-
ress we’ve made since the 
march on Washington,” Ha-
zel Dukes, president of New 
York’s NAACP conference, 
said alongside Gillibrand. 
 “We remember when we 
didn’t have any African 
Americans or Latinos in 
any of our elected offices 
in New York City or in the 
Senate or in Albany or in 
Washington, D.C.”

Gillibrand noted that 
Section 4 had most recently 

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
 

Andre Francis, 10, and 
Ian Fore, 11, took a break 
from roaming among the 
booths hocking newspa-
per subscriptions, fresh-
squeezed lemonade and 
cellphone service at Satur-
day’s Dragon Boat Festival 
and tried their luck in a 
raffle for New York Mets 
tickets.

The two boys had 
never attended the annual 
event in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, but decided 
to check out what was hap-
pening.

“It seemed interest-
ing,” said Ian. “We saw the 
dragons.”

Dozens of dragons 
bobbed along Meadow 
Lake as thousands lined 
the shoreline and cheered 
on teams of racers during 
last weekend’s 23rd Hong 
Kong Boat Festival. The 
event honors Qu Yuan, a 
court minister and poet in 
first-century China, whose 
sacrifice is commemorated 
each year during the fifth 
lunar month with boat 

races.
Teams of rowers prac-

tice for months preparing 
for race day.

On Saturday, members 
of Manhattan’s United East 
Athletics Association stood 
in a circle around Coach 
Alan Lee and warmed up 

with shoulder, arm and leg 
stretches for the second 
heat races.

Lee, who has served as 
coach for eight years, origi-
nally joined this China-
town-based community out-
reach sports organization’s 
team for another athletic 

outlet. He figured he would 
be one of the paddlers, but 
instead was drafted to be 
the steersman, who sits in 
the back of the boat and 
uses a large paddle to keep 
the team on track.

“I like being outdoors 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A new research in-

stitute in the Rockaways 
will play host to scientists 
focused on the restoration 
of Jamaica Bay, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced Monday.

The Science and Resil-
ience Institute at Jamaica 
Bay will serve as a research 
center where scientists and 
students alike will work to 
better understand how to 
protect and preserve urban 
ecosystems from develop-
ment and the effects of cli-
mate change, the mayor 
said at a press conference 
overlooking the bay.

The bay is imperiled 
and has suffered a signifi-

cant loss of wetlands in the 
last few decades. A specific 
cause for the diminishment 
of the wetlands has not 
been identified, according 
to the state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion.

Bloomberg said the in-
stitute will be managed by 
a consortium of research 
institutions, including city 
agencies, several universi-
ties and other conservation 
groups. The consortium 
will be led by the City Uni-
versity of New York.

The institute will host 
visiting scientists, hold 
events and provide lab fa-
cilities for students and re-
searchers.

Bloomberg allocated 

$3 million for the project 
in the city’s most recent 
budget. The partnership’s 
organizations are working 
to raise the rest of the fund-
ing.

The proposals for the 

institute were actually due 
just two days before Sandy 
hit in late October, officials 
said. The devastation left 
by the storm made it even 
more clear how necessary 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (front r.) is joined by staff from the 
Parks Department. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Peter Zhang, 7, peeks underneath a lion head at the annual Hong KongDragon Boat Festival. See 
more photos on Page 20. Photo by Christina Santucci

Borough President Helen Marshall (c.) welcomes U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (second from l.) to Borough Hall, where she talks 
about rewriting a portion of the U.S. Voting Rights Act. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Jamaica Bay gets new research center

Dragon Boats make waves 
Annual Flushing festival celebrates athletic prowess of rowers

Sen. Gillibrand pushes 
voting rights in boro

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city is scheduled 
to decide next week wheth-
er high-rise condos will 
replace the storied 5Pointz 
building in Long Island 
City.

The City Planning 
Commission has scheduled 
a vote for Aug. 21 that could 
allow the Wolkoff family 
to tear down the graffitied 
walls of the abandoned 
warehouse and replace it 
with two residential towers 
41 and 47 stories tall.

The commission’s 
decision could be the last 
stop for the proposal, which 
seeks to circumvent zoning 
laws to build 1,000 residen-
tial units in the towers, 
along with ground-level 
retail, outdoor space and 
about 12,000 square feet set 
aside for artist studios.

After the commission 
makes its call, the City 
Council has the option to 
bring it up for a vote. The 
law-making body has 50 

days to approve the plan, 
modify it or reject the pro-
posal outright, though 
members must make a deci-
sion whether to review the 
application within 20 days. 
If lawmakers do nothing, 
the permit will be granted 
as City Planning envisions 
it.

Many of the communi-
ty amenities — including a 
50-by-200-foot exhibit space 
designed to pay homage 
to the current aerosol art-
covered building — were 
not included in the pro-
posal when it was panned 
by Community Board 2 in 
June, according to Chair-
man Joe Conley, who said 
the new plan is much more 
responsive to community 
needs.

“We have a better proj-
ect than we had back in 
June,” he said. “We talked 
to both Wolkoffs and they 
were very agreeable. We 
think it’s a good start and 
we are looking forward to 
working with them.”

One of the board’s 
main concerns was afford-
able housing.

Owner David Wolkoff 

and his father, Long Island 
developer Jerry Wolkoff, 
had requested permission 
to build more than the al-

lowable floor area to make 
the project economically 
feasible, but the board 
wanted to see some afford-

able units included should 
the duo be granted the right 
to exceed the area’s zoning 
controls.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave the 
thumbs-up in July.

“I had some concerns 
about this application,” she 
said in a statement, “but I 
believe those concerns have 
been adequately addressed 
by the developer’s promise 
to Community Board 2 to 
provide affordable housing 
and other community ben-
efits as part of the project.”

But one group who has 
not been appeased is the 
artists who have covered 
the walls with one-of-a-
kind graffiti.

The building has be-
come a tourist attraction 
for Long Island City and a 
beacon for the burgeoning 
artist community there.

The painters are ve-
hemently opposed to the 
development of the ware-
house and vowed to fight it 
until the end.

The city will soon decide whether developers can tear down the building known as 5Pointz and re-
place it with luxury apartment towers.

City poised to decide fate of 5Pointz building

__________________________________________ Advertorial __________________________________________

DONATED TO ALL THREE NON-PROFITS FROM ITS  
FIRST ‘VOTE 2 GIVE BACK’ CAMPAIGN ON FACEBOOK.

Queens Library Foundation, Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club, DiBlasi Ford President Tom DiBlasi, SAYA!

The check presentation took place on Tuesday, July 30th at their dealership located on 112-21 Northern 
Blvd in Corona, NY. Each charity received a donation based on the number of votes it received on DiBlasi 
Ford’s Facebook page. SAYA! won the grand prize of $1,500. Queens Library Foundation came in second 
place and will receive $750. Finally, third place winner Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club will get $500.
�� SAYA! – provides academic 
support, leadership development 
and enrichment programs to 
low-income NYC South Asian 
youth. Its goal is to help these 
young people expand their ho-
rizons and realize their dreams. 
����� �	�� 
���� ���� �	��� �� ����	�
families to attend high school and 
pursue college in the U.S. SAYA! 
It currently offers programs at 15  

locations in multiple boroughs.

�� Queens Library Foundation – 
raises funds from foundations, 
corporations and private indi-
viduals to support the tens of 
thousands of free programs  
and services offered by the 
Queens Library.

��Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club –  
works to improve and enhance 

the quality of life for all young 
people, with special emphasis on 
kids between 6 and 18 years of 
age. They assist as many young 
people as possible to realize and 
achieve their potential for growth 
and development and to attain the 
skills necessary to live and suc-
ceed in an increasingly complex 
world.

����	�����������
��
�����
���������	����	�����
����
��	
��������

���
	��	���
��
�	��������
	���
�
�	�
community through future social and traditional endeavors,” expressed Tom DiBlasi, DiBlasi Ford President. 
DiBlasi Ford is a third generation, family-owned dealership. DiBlasi Ford is rated  #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion in the New York City area. For more information, hours and directions, please visit our website at:

DiBlasiFord.com

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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@ JohnCats2013 @ JCats2013www.CATS2013.com
Paid for by the CATS2013 Committee

DON’T BLINDFOLD
OUR POLICE!

This Makes No Sense!

Vote For John Catsimatidis In The September 10th Republican Primary!

John Catsimatidis Has Been Endorsed By The
NYPD’s Sergeants Benevolent Association
“John Catsimatidis has the courage to stand-up
to the City Council on issues like Stop and Frisk

and the so-called Community Safety Act.”
- Ed Mullins, President

The Community Safety Act is nuts and should be called
the Community UNSAFETY Act.

If somebody robs a bank in your neighborhood,
You can’t say if the suspect is ASIAN, BLACK, WHITE, or HISPANIC
You can’t say if the person is MALE or FEMALE.
You can’t say if the person is 20 OR 60 YEARS OLD.

THIS MAKES NO COMMON SENSE.
Leave Law Enforcement up to COMMISSIONER RAY KELLY

and the professionals of the NYPD.”              - John Catsimatidis

FOR MAYOR
IMATIDIS

These Council Members Voted To Make Your Streets Unsafe!
Call Speaker Quinn & These Members And Tell Them To Uphold

Mayor Bloomberg’s Veto Of The Community Safety Act!
Maria Del Carmen Arroyo 718-402-6130
Charles Barron 718-649-9495
Gale A. Brewer 212-873-0282
Fernando Cabrera 212-788-7074
Margaret Chin 212-587-3159
Leroy G. Comrie, Jr. 718-776-3700
Inez Dickens 212-678-4505
Daniel Dromm 718-803-6373
Mathieu Eugene 718-287-8762
Julissa Ferreras 212-788-6862
Helen D. Foster 718-588-7500

Daniel R. Garodnick 212-818-0580
Sara M. Gonzalez 718-439-9012
Robert Jackson 212-928-1322
Letitia James 718-260-9191
G. Oliver Koppell 718-549-7300
Brad Lander 718-499-1090
Jessica S. Lappin 212-980-1808
Stephen Levin 212-788-7348 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 212-788-6960
Darlene Mealy 718-953-3097
Rosie Mendez 212-677-1077

Annabel Palma               718-792-1140
Christine C. Quinn 212-788-7210
Diana Reyna 718-963-3141
Ydanis Rodriguez 917-521-2616
Deborah Rose 718-556-7370
Donovan Richard 718-527-4356 
Jimmy Van Bramer 718-383-9566 
Albert Vann 718-919-0740 
Mark Weprin 718-468-0137
Jumaane Williams 718-629-2900
Ruben Wills 718-206-2068

SBA President Ed Mullins with John Catsimatidis
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FOREST HILLS — Police are on the lookout for a 
suspect wanted in connection with robbing five different 
businesses in Queens and Manhattan.

In each incident, the suspect entered a commercial 
business, acted as if he had a firearm inside a black plas-
tic bag and demanded cash from the victim, police said.

In the first incident, on Aug. 6, the suspect entered 
a Metro PCS store, on Woodside Avenue, at 7:09 p.m. The 
victim complied and the suspect fled.

In an Aug. 9 incident, the suspect entered a bakery, 
on 71st Road, and demanded cash. That victim also com-
plied.

The other robberies targeted grocery stores and an-
other bakery in Manhattan.

The suspect was wearing a black Oakland Raiders 
baseball cap, a black shirt and sunglasses in every inci-
dent. He is described as having a scar on the right side of 
his face and tattoos with lettering on both arms.

Second Public Workshop:

71ST AVENUE PLAZA

 Subject: We want your input on the long-term redesign of the
  71st Ave Triangle Plaza.
 Date: Monday, August 19, 2013
 Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 Location: Cream Restaurant, 59-09 71st Avenue
  Ridgewood, NY 11385
Sponsors: NYC DOT, DDC, & Myrtle Avenue BID
 Contact: Emily Weidenhof at NYC DOT, 212-839-4325 or 
  eweidenhof@dot.nyc.gov

Workshop Goals:

More info: facebook.com/71stAve

Preliminary plaza
design presentation

Discuss parking & loading

Gather design input Discuss project timeline

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

ROSEDALE — A St. Albans senior was mowed down by 
an MTA bus in Rosedale late Sunday, the NYPD said.

Police believe 65-year-old Kenneth Yard was attempting 
to cross Rockaway Boulevard at First Street when he was 
hit.

Yard was taken to Jamaica Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead, according to cops.

Yard had just gotten dinner with 65-year-old wife Betty 
Yard and was feeling ill on his drive home around 11:40 a.m., 
the New York Post reported. He was only stepping out of his 
car to get some air near Rockaway Boulevard and First 
Street when the Q113 bus hit him, the Post said.

JACKSON HEIGHTS — A 25-year-
old man was killed in a hit-and-run crash 
in Jackson Heights early Monday, police 
said.

Manuel Campoverde was found ly-
ing in the street at 34th Avenue and Junc-
tion Boulevard at about 2 a.m., and after 
emergency responders brought him to 
Elmhurst Hospital, Campoverde was pro-
nounced dead, the NYPD said.

Police believe Campoverde was in 
the eastbound lane of 34th Avenue when 
he was struck by a small, black, four-door 
sedan driven by a man with a light com-
plexion. The driver of the vehicle then al-
legedly fled, they said.

The investigation into the crash was 
ongoing, authorities said.

A neighbor at Campoverde’s apart-
ment complex several blocks from where 
he was killed said the 25-year-old had re-
cently moved in.

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferre-
ras (D-East Elmhurst) sent out a state-
ment about the accident.

“Not only is it against the law to flee 
the scene of an accident, but it is uncon-
scionable to think that the driver left 
the victim in a fatal state,” she said. “My 
heart goes out to the family of Manuel 
Campoverde during their time of loss.”

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

City bus kills St. Albans resident: Cops

Police tape hangs at the corner of 34th 
Avenue and Junction Boulevard. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

KENNETH YARD

Police search for serial robber in Qns, Manhattan

Man killed in Jackson Heights hit-and-run

Police released these images of 
a suspect wanted for a string of  
armed robberies . 
 Images courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING NEWS

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The al-Qaeda-inspired, 

wannabe terrorist who 
flipped the switch on a pho-
ny bomb he planted outside 
the Federal Reserve bank 
in Manhattan was sen-
tenced to 30 years in prison 
last week, the top prosecu-
tor in Brooklyn said.

Quazi Mohammad Rez-
wanul Ahsan Nafis, a Ban-
gladeshi national who was 
living in Jamaica when he 
tried to blow up the federal 
building last fall, was sen-
tenced to 30 years in federal 
prison Aug. 8 in Brooklyn 
federal court, the U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern Dis-
trict said.

Nafis, 22, had pleaded 
guilty in February to at-
tempting to use a weapon of 
mass destruction after the 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation snared him in an 
anti-terror sting operation.

“Nafis came to the 
United States radicalized 
and bent on fighting jihad 
here in our homeland. He 
sought to commit mass 
murder in downtown Man-
hattan in the name of al-
Qaeda,” said U.S. Attorney 
Loretta Lynch. “The pros-
pect of widespread death 
and destruction could not 
dissuade him from his 
deadly plan. Nafis’ goals 
of martyrdom and carnage 
were thwarted by the vigi-
lance of law enforcement. 
He will now spend the next 
30 years where his own ac-

tions have landed him, in a 
federal prison cell.”

Prosecutors said Nafis 
came to the United States 
in January 2012 hell-bent 
on waging jihad against the 
country and actively sought 
out al-Qaeda contacts who 
could help him carry out 
an attack.

But while trying to or-
ganize a terrorist cell, Nafis 
unknowingly reached out 
to an FBI informant who 
tipped off the feds, prosecu-
tors said.

During the sting op-
eration, Nafis proposed 
striking high-profile tar-
gets such as the New York 
Stock Exchange before 
deciding on the Federal 
Reserve bank on Liberty 
Street,  they said. Nafis 
went on to buy parts to put 
together a detonator, and 
an undercover FBI agent 
posing as an al-Qaeda mid-
dle-man supplied him with 
20 50-pound bags of phony 
explosives, according to 
court records. 

On the morning of Oct. 
17, 2012 the federal agent 
drove a van into the city as 
Nafis worked to assemble 
what he believed was a 
weapon of mass destruc-
tion. The two parked the van 
outside the federal building 
and went to a nearby hotel 
where Nafis recorded a 
video boasting “we will not 
stop until we attain victory 
or martyrdom,” according 
to prosecutors.

BY JOE ANUTA

A new agreement 
between the city and a 
northeast Queens devel-
oper will result in three 
sit-down chain restaurants 
near Queens Center Mall, 
though traffic improve-
ments that were part of a 
decade old plan at the site 
will not be included this 
time around.

A 2000 project helmed 
by the city Economic De-
velopment Corp. and Col-
lege-Point based Mattone 
Group was initially sup-
posed to make several im-
provements to 92nd Street, 
Queens Boulevard and the 
Long Island Expressway 
exit to complement the con-
struction of an 18-screen 
movie complex near the 
corner of 92nd Street and 
59th Avenue, a report from 
the City Planning Commis-
sion said.

But the plan fell 
through, the agreement ex-
pired and after more than 
12 years of talks and legal 
wrangling, the developers 
ended up paying $3 million 
to the city for failing to fol-
low through.  

Mattone will now be 
constructing an Olive Gar-
den, a Longhorn Steak-
house and a Joe’s Crab 
Shack on the site.

“We are in need of a 
community facility as was 
originally proposed,” said 

Community Board 4 Dis-
trict Manager Christian 
Cassagnol, who recently 
sat through a presentation 
on the project. “This plan is 
better than having a park-
ing lot there, but traffic is a 
huge concern for us.”

The ordeal started 
more than a decade ago, 
after the city proposed the 
multiplex during the Giu-
liani administration and 
selected Mattone to make 
it happen. Members of CB 
4 questioned the selection 
of the real estate company 
since a high-ranking EDC 

official left office to join the 
Mattone group around this 
time.

Under the previous 
understanding, 92nd Street 
would have been widened 
to four lanes and extended 
down to Queens Boulevard 
to allow westbound traffic 
there to make a right before 
Woodhaven Boulevard, ac-
cording to a report from 
the City Planning Commis-
sion.

The agreement also 
called for a new traffic light 
at the corner of the Long 
Island Expressway exit 

and 92nd Street, the report 
stated.

But that agreement 
expired in 2004 and the de-
velopers and city made no 
move to renew it. 

The restaurants are 
allowed under the current 
zoning and require no spe-
cial permission, according 
to a representative of Mat-
tone. 

After they are built, 
there would be a possibility 
to do a traffic study.

Renderings show what the new restaurants slated for the vacant lot across from Queens Center Mall 
will look like. Images courtesy CB 4

This courtroom sketch shows Quazi Mohammad Rezwanul Ahsan 
Nafis (c.) and his attorney, Heidi Cesare, in Brooklyn federal court 
last year. Nafis was sentenced to 30 years in prison last week for 
attempting to blow up the Federal Reserve building in Manhattan. 

AP Photo/Elizabeth Williams

Big eateries head to Elmhurst
2000 agreement to build cinema, traffi c improvements nixed

Jamaica bomber gets 
30 years in terror plot

12 million people per year, 
Farrell said.

State Sen. Joe Addab-
bo (D-Howard Beach) said 
before the casino was built 
two years ago, lifelong resi-
dents had considered mov-
ing away out of concern 
over what would be built at 
the casino site.

He commended the 
casino for being a “good 
neighbor” to residents of 
Ozone Park.

“What we were looking 

for in the state Legislature 
was just a good neighbor,” 
he said. “Somebody who’s 
going to be here long-term 
and be a good neighbor to 
our people.

He called the latest 
project another successful 
step for the casino.

State Assemblyman 
Philip Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach), who described 
Resorts World as a world-
class partner, said the ra-
cino has generated $1.2 bil-
lion in revenues and some 
of that has been directed 
toward state education.

“It’s not just about 
how much money is being 
gambled, but how much is 
being put back, reinvested 
into the local economy, 
reinvested into local com-
munity organizations and 
reinvested back into our 
family’s pockets,” he said.

Kevin Ortiz, a spokes-
man for the MTA, said sub-
way ridership is expected 
to increase, although the 
MTA did not have a specific 
estimate. f

“That’s the whole 
premise,” he said. “We’re 
opening the station 24/7 to 

accommodate not only pa-
trons but employees.”

When asked if the ca-
sino is concerned nearby 
residents may use its park-
ing lot just to ride the train, 
Resorts spokeswoman Ker-
ri Lyon said “the Resorts 
World Casino New York 
parking lot is for casino pa-
trons.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 2 

Station
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BY LISA AUTZ

At the height of the 
back-to-school vaccina-
tion rush and in a month 
dedicated to spreading im-
munization awareness, the 
city Department of Health 
is shutting down the only 
free-immunization clinic 
in Queens next week.

Closures at both the 
Corona, Queens and Trem-
ont, Bronx health centers 
are scheduled to take place 
at the crucial time before 
children need the required 
immunizations to attend 
school. The families de-
pending on these services 
must make their way to the 
Fort Greene Health Center 
in Greenpoint, Brooklyn 
starting Aug. 21.

District Council 37, 
state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), Com-
missioner on the Public’s 
Health System Anthony Fe-
liciano, and other commu-
nity leaders gathered at the 

Corona Clinic Wednesday 
to protest what they called 
“a threat to public health 
and safety.” The threat  
came without warning or 
community input, accord-
ing to District Council 37.

Union members asked 
clinic-goers at the 34- 33 
Junction Blvd. location to 
sign a petition to help keep 
the borough’s only immu-
nization clinic open. 

Pilar Burgas, a Corona 
resident, signed the petition 
and expressed concern for 
her neighborhood’s health 
needs. 

“This is a poor neigh-
borhood. We need this facil-
ity for our residents. I’m a 
taxpayer, I pay for this clin-
ic to be open. It’s ridiculous 
to say there is not enough 
funding,” said Burgus.

The Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 
has issued a response say-
ing the agency has decided 
to “restructure and consol-
idate services to preserve 

essential functions and re-
duce overall cost of opera-
tions.” 

DOH also said  “in ad-
dition to the Fort Greene 
Health Center (in Brook-
lyn) remaining open five 
days a week, there are 
22 primary providers in 
Queens that provide free 
or low-cost immunizations. 
No staff will be laid off as a 
result of this.” 

Judith Arroyo, the 
president of the union that 
represents public health 
nurses at DC 37, questioned 
whether the 22 primary 
providers claimed by the 
DOH have the capacity and 
diverse language trans-
lations needed to accom-
modate the residents of 
Queens. 

The Corona Health 
Clinic has been in opera-

tion since 1939 and admin-
isters vaccine services for 
Hepatitis B, Diphteria, teta-
nus, and pertussis, measles, 
mumps and all the shots 
needed for a child to attend 
city public schools. In 2012, 
the Corona Clinic admin-
istered 4,286 children with 
vaccines and nearly 8,000 
MMR, 6,600 Hepatitis-B 
and 3,700 flu vaccines, ac-
cording to DC 37.

 School nurses, such as 
PS/IS 270’s Sharon Brax-
ton, stressed that the public 
health issue is also an edu-
cation issue.

“I refer many of the 
children to this clinic and 
often have them back in 
school the same day,” said 
Baxton. “If the children 
do not have their vaccina-
tions, the principal, ac-
cording to the Department 
of Education, must exclude 
them from school. We want 
to keep the kids in school.” 

The closures are part 
of a series of cutbacks made 

by the DOH, which has re-
duced the number of sea-
sonal contracted nurses 
and immunization teams 
that were designed to alter-
nate between the different 
clinics in the city. 

Peralta sent a letter to 
Mayor Bloomberg address-
ing his concerns over the 
closure of both the Corona 
and Tremont Health Cen-
ters and demanding a copy 
of the closure plan which 
he deemed “unacceptable.”  

At a minimum, the 
community demanded bet-
ter communication with 
the DOH when it comes to 
the health and safety of its 
people.

“It is appalling that 
the communities reliant on 
vital resources like immu-
nization clinics have not 
been consulted. We need a 
change in the current top 
down approach to setting 
health priorities to a more 
consultive and open pro-
cess,” said Feliciano.

District Council 37 hosts a rally, along with Senator Jose Peralta 
and other community leaders, to keep the borough’s only free-im-
munization clinic open in Corona. Photo by Lisa Autz

Shutdown of Corona clinic causes uproar 

www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

SUMMER CLEARANCE 

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Wed-Sat 10am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon Area

(631) 760-9790

Proudly Made

on Long Island

1-800-BUY-FENCE

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Qualified in-stock fencing only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $3800.00 or more.   See store for details.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be 
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OTHER VOICES

City must inspect trees in parks for safety

T
he news about a preg-
nant woman who was 
struck and killed 
by a falling tree in 

Kissena Park is another 
tragic wake-up call for the 
city Parks Department to 
inspect every tree in ev-
ery park, playground and 
street.

How many more trag-
edies must occur before the 
city takes corrective and 

preventative action to pre-
vent anymore people from 
being injured or killed by 
falling trees or branches? 
Many trees have been 
weakened last year by Hur-
ricane Sandy and the No-
vember nor’easter.

The Parks Department 
needs to close Kissena Park 
and other city parks and 
do those tree inspections 
now. Hurricane season has 

entered its peak months 
of August and September. 
Need any more be said 
about this?

The safety of the pub-
lic who use city parks and 
playgrounds must never 
be compromised. No mon-
ey should be cut from the 
Parks Department’s Divi-
sion of Forestry. Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg needs 
to make sure that that does 

not ever happen.
Our deepest sympathy 

goes out to that woman’s 
family and to the family of 
the other person who was 
injured by that tree and 
that she will make a speedy 
recovery.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

JUDGE DELIVERS BLOW
TO STOP-AND-FRISK
A Manhattan federal judge’s ruling that the city’s 

stop-and-frisk policy is unconstitutional sent a message 
to black and Hispanic residents in Queens that their civil 
rights were protected.

After a nine-week trial, Judge Shira Scheindlin con-
cluded that the NYPD was resorting to “indirect racial 
profiling” as NYPD officers stopped a disproportionately 
large number of blacks and Hispanics. Some of the most 
frequent stops are in southeast Queens and the Jackson 
Heights area.

The Bloomberg administration has vowed to appeal 
the decision, but the city’s top officials do not seem to un-
derstand what it means to be a minority in Jamaica or Co-
rona. A young black man wearing slacks and a dress shirt 
is less likely to be considered suspicious by the NYPD, but 
put the same man in jeans and a T-shirt on his day off and 
he is a prime candidate for being stopped.

This has happened frequently to innocent members 
of our community, who are humiliated publicly by being 
frisked.

One of the by-products of this mutual mistrust be-
tween minorities and cops is the no-snitch culture, in 
which residents of crime-ridden areas refuse to come for-
ward with information about a murder, for example. This 
is why so many homicides remain unsolved for years in 
neighborhoods like southeast Queens.

Legal stop-and-frisk still has an important role to 
play in the NYPD’s policing practices after the ruling, but 
the aggressive use of this tactic as crime has fallen across 
the city has exceeded its value. Of the 532,911 stops in the 
city last year, only 12.5 percent resulted in arrests or sum-
monses, according to the New York Civil Liberties Union.

The judge also appointed a federal monitor to track 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk reforms after the City Council 
voted 40-11 last month to create an inspector general for 
the department. The tally for Queens’ Council members 
was 9-5 in favor of that bill, which Bloomberg vetoed.

The NYPD has done an admirable job under Com-
missioner Ray Kelly in keeping New Yorkers safe but still 
should be able to thwart crime with a more respectful 
version of stop-and-frisk. It is equally important that law-
abiding blacks and Latinos who live in Queens can walk 
down the street without fear of being stopped and with 
their personal dignity intact.
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LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
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Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Keep rowdy youth out of the Olde Flushing site
An open letter to city 

Parks Commissioner Veron-
ica White:

I 
hope you received my 
July 2 letter regarding 
the Olde Towne of Flush-
ing Burial Ground, on 

46th Avenue between 164th 
and 165th streets in Flush-
ing. The conservancy, of 
which I am a co-chair, is 
looking forward to your 
visit to the site in the near 
future.

There has been prog-
ress made in cleaning up 
this cemetery, which is 
under the auspices of your 
agency. There are other is-
sues that we need to talk 
to you about, including 
making sure the cemetery 
is locked at night, mainte-
nance concerns, replace-
ment of the four headstones 

and erection of other head-
stones to honor the known 
and unknown dead who 
rest at the burial ground. 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall has set aside 
funds to pay for some of the 
headstone work.

My concern now re-
gards a letter I received 
from a woman who lives 
across the street from the 
cemetery, on 164th Street. 
She reports that rowdy 
young people congregate in 
the cemetery at night and 
frequently stay until 4 a.m., 
disturbing residents liv-
ing in the area. She claims 
that the police have been 
notified of the problem, but 
there has been no response 
from them that she is aware 
of.

I am sending a separate 

letter to Deputy Inspector 
Brian Maguire, who heads 
the 109th Precinct, which 
covers the neighborhood 
where the cemetery is lo-
cated. I will request that he 
look into this problem, if he 
has not already done so.

The cemetery must 
be respected at all times. 
These young people must 
not be allowed to loiter out-
side the cemetery late at 
night either, when the gates 
should be locked. This 
problem of unruly youth in 
and/or around the burial 
ground would never be tol-
erated at other resting plac-
es like Flushing Cemetery, 
which is across from the 
burial ground.

The young people, in-
volved in this problem evi-
dently enter the cemetery 

at night because the four 
gates are not always se-
cured. They must be locked 
at night, every night. This 
also applies to the gates of 
the playground north of the 
cemetery. Anyone can jump 
over the fence separating 
the two sites.

This is the responsi-
bility of your agency. I con-
tacted a Parks employee 
who I was told is respon-
sible to lock the gates of the 
cemetery on a daily basis. 
He claims he cannot always 
do this because of all of his 
other responsibilities at 
various park sites in north-
east Queens.

This excuse is not ac-
ceptable. Arrangements 
must be made to secure the 
cemetery so the dead are 
respected and that adjacent 

residents can sleep at night. 
The burial ground site is 
not far from Kissena Park. 
Why not assign a Parks 
person working at Kissena 
Park to open and close the 
burial ground and adjacent 
playground on a daily ba-
sis?

The Parks Department 
owes a debt to those who 
rest at the Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground. In 
1935, the city excavated the 
cemetery, turning up bones 
of the deceased and pen-
nies that had been placed 
over the deceased people’s 
eyes. Those bones were 
desecrated and the pen-
nies were stolen. The grave 
stones disappeared, stones 
paid for by the families of 
the deceased people.

It behooves all of us 

— especially you, commis-
sioner — to do all that can 
be done to rectify the injus-
tice and disrespect visited 
upon those resting in this 
burial ground. How would 
you feel if this desecration 
happened where your de-
parted loved ones rest?

I look forward to your 
response and visit to the 
site. Please contact me at 
718-224-2357 at your conve-
nience. The conservancy 
would appreciate a written 
response as well.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Co-Chair

Olde Towne of Flushing 
Burial Ground 

Conservancy
Flushing

Do not trust lying politicians

W
hy does read-
er Roseanne 
D’Angelo support 
lying, adultery 

and stealing?
You do not get it. An-

thony Weiner is a liar. 
He lied about the scandal 
and to his family, he used 
money to have the lie in-
vestigated and then he lied 
again to his family and the 

public. Is lying a bad thing? 
Not to you.

Fighting for the truth 
is worse than the lie. Re-
ally? Weiner wants to lie to 
you and say it is a personal 
matter. It is about morality. 
It is about right and wrong. 
You are making excuses 
for Weiner and promoting 
more lies.

The truth shall set you 

free. Rockaway Queens is 
an example of when deci-
sion-makers ignore, neglect 
and lie to the people.

Please reconsider de-
fending lies. Vote for people 
who fight for the truth and 
throw out the liars.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

Stroll in park becomes hassle

I
t appears that the city 
Parks Department 
has not only neglected 
Flushing Meadows Co-

rona Park, which has been 
reported to two commis-
sioners for decades, but it is 
neglecting to accommodate 
the people trying to get into 
and use Fort Totten Park.

There was an enor-
mous development going on 
at the parking lot in front of 
the fort. There was difficul-
ty getting into the fort and 
no parking. If we did get in, 
we would have to look for 
parking on Bell Boulevard 
— not quite near the park 
and rarely with parking 
spots available. My hus-
band and I wanted to take a 
relaxing stroll in the park, 
but our stress levels were 
rising. We did not want to 
take a trek.

After we convinced 
security, with evidence I 
could not walk even from 
the parking lot if it was 
available, he allowed us to 

drive on to the fort.
We were told not to 

park on the street, but there 
was little parking available 
and I saw no handicapped 
parking at all.

We, the people who 
fought hard to ensure that 
Fort Totten would not be 
developed and were elated 
that the Parks Department 
was overseeing it, never 
thought wanting to stroll 
in the park would lead to 
interrogation and a refusal 
to park. We were assured 
enough parking accommo-
dations would be accom-
modated where the 1950s 
housing stood. Thank you, 
politicians, for not oversee-
ing the over-lookers: the 
Parks Department.

Last but not least, to 
deter the public from stroll-
ing by the waterfront with 
beautiful scenery, they had 
no trash receptacles. Just 
in case someone wanted to 
picnic by the benches, they 
had to search for a recep-

tacle. There was no sign for 
a bathroom. I hope our tax 
dollars are not sent there to 
accommodate the taxpay-
ers, and if so, our taxes are 
going someplace else.

One nice part of our 
stroll was watching a soft-
ball team of kids playing 
and other kids romping in 
the pool. It made me wish 
I could play softball and 
swim, but all we wanted 
to do was relax and take a 
serene stroll. We made the 
best of it and the views and 
waterfront while strolling 
or just sitting on a bench 
was worth the stress, but it 
is not the picture of a park 
for all the people that we 
were promised.

How about a reporter 
going in undercover and 
experiencing how it is to 
visit Fort Totten? Try a 
weekend day. Bring a cane 
or walker.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside
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I
n the 1930s and ’40s, vot-
ing machines came into 
use in most American 
cities. The era of paper 

ballots was over and the 
possibility of voter fraud 
was lessened, but there are 
always some people who 
will try to beat the system.

In the Sept. 10 pri-
mary, it seems we will be 
returning to the old vot-
ing machines, supposedly 
just for that election. The 
new computerized voting 
machines will be left for a 
later date.

To have an accurate 
election result, we must 

have an honest election, 
especially at the polling 
sites on Election Day. All 
voting machines should 
be checked at 6 a.m. when 
voting begins to make sure 
votes have not been cast 
before the voting schedule 
starts.

Voting machines 
should be checked to make 
sure these machines are in 
proper order during the vot-
ing hours. If there should 
be a machine breakdown at 
one of the city polling sites 
and paper ballots are used, 
a significant amount of at-
tention should be paid to 
this situation. The more pa-
per ballots are used in place 
of the old voting machines, 
the more chance there is 
for irregularities.

One of the most im-
portant aspects of voting 
pertains to voting by affi-
davit paper ballots. Voters 

who are not listed in the 
enrollment books and who 
indicate that they live in 
the district being contested 
are usually given affidavit 
paper ballots and these bal-
lots are reviewed later.

Voters who come into 
the ballot place in large 
groups and are not listed 
as enrolled should be care-
fully checked. All political 
parties should have poll 
watchers on duty at each 
polling site. All poll watch-
ers should have poll watch-
er certificates for each elec-
tion district, signed by the 
county chairman or the 
candidate who running for 
public office.

Honest elections are a 
symbol of society at large 
and project a true demo-
cratic system in govern-
ment and also among citi-
zens.

Times have changed, 

and with it voting prac-
tices. For instance, in the 
1850s in Manhattan there 
were elections where rival 
gangs fought in the streets 
for control of voting sites. 
The group that won got to 
count the paper ballots.

In 1993, one candidate 
for mayor, Rudy Giuliani, 
went all out to preserve 
ballot security. He had a 
special committee that con-
tinually had classes for poll 
watchers. In addition, he 
had a group of mostly young 
attorneys who checked poll-
ing sites and were called in 
to polling places when any 
serious problems occurred. 
At the time, it was one of 
the most extensive ballot 

security operations to date.
There is a lot at stake in 

election results. For some it 
could mean the beginning 
or end of a political career. 
Ballot security procedures 
have been with us for a long 
time. Today it has become 
more effective than in past 
years, but there is always 
room for improvement.

This year we have pri-
maries in the Republican 
and Democratic parties 
for mayor. This is an un-
usual situation. There has 
not been a serious Repub-
lican primary for mayor 
in years. What is interest-
ing is that this is the first 
mayoral election since 2001 
when Michael Bloomberg 

won when we had an open 
seat for mayor.

Before that in 1989, we 
also had an open seat for 
mayor when Giuliani ran 
against Dinkins. Citywide 
mayoral campaigns attract 
a tremendous amount of at-
tention. Citywide, the Dem-
ocrats control almost all of 
the elective offices outside 
Staten Island.

The Republicans, how-
ever, have been able to elect 
mayors including Giuliani 
and Bloomberg. It will be 
interesting to see if they 
can do it this time with 
John Catsimatidis running 
against Joe Lhota.

Sept. 10 will be Prima-
ry Day for all political par-
ties and candidates. Every-
one interested in politics in 
New York and other states 
will be watching election 
results in New York City on 
election night.

Every precaution must be taken when counting ballots

Complaints over airplane noise not a new phenomenon

T
here are scores of sto-
ries about airplane 
noise in northeast 
Queens in the news-

papers these days. It is an 
annoyance, but if one lives 
in a modern city near two 
major airports, there has 
to be some noise. The ques-
tion is how much noise and 
at what hours.

There is takeoff and 
landing noise. The flight 
patterns determine who 
gets how much noise. Nas-
sau County, northeast 
Queens and southeast 
Queens complain when it 
gets noisy.

Then there is the 
problem of gasoline dump-
ing when planes come in 

for a landing. I have not 
read about the problem 
lately, but to avoid having 
too much gasoline, planes 
dump excess gasoline when 
they come in for a landing.

Years ago, I read that 
one could touch the sticky 
gasoline residue all over 
houses, cars and other back-
yard things near Queens’ 
airports. I have not read of 
this problem lately. Then 
there is the noise of an oc-
casional delivery service 
plane flying around dur-
ing the night. Years ago, 
I had thought the Queens 
airports were not supposed 
to have night flights, but I 
guess goods must kept mov-
ing.

Decades ago, the air-
plane noise problem was 
also a big concern. I remem-
ber going to meetings held 
by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration at a hotel near 
LaGuardia Airport. In 
those days, there was talk 
of Stage 1, 2 and 3 planes 

which would have quieter 
engines and be gradually 
phased in so there would be 
less noise.

To evaluate the noise 
level, then-Borough Presi-
dent Claire Shulman ar-
ranged to have a noise 
monitor placed in my back-
yard in Fresh Meadows. 
Our noise problem was the 
take-offs from LaGuardia 
at dinner time.

In those days, we had 
dinner on the deck in our 
backyard and for about an 
hour a plane took off every 
three minutes or so. One 
day, someone called to ask 
about the noise level. My 
wife took the call and said, 
“Is there a problem if you 
can read the numbers on 
the planes when they are 
taking off?” They took the 
monitor away a few days 
later.

Today, our legislators 
are again taking up arms 
against airplane noise. 
People are again banding 

together to fight for quieter 
neighborhoods. The Port 
Authority has to work out 
reasonable flight patterns 
between John F. Kennedy 
International, LaGuardia, 
Stewart and Newark Lib-
erty airports. The quietest 
engines possible have to 
be built. The government 
has to balance the need for 
flights and the noise levels 
they cause.

The June 2013 newslet-
ter of the North Flushing 

Civic Association com-
plained about the airplane 
noise that newly imple-
mented flight patterns 
cause when planes take off 
and fly right their homes. 
They also complained that 
current plans for the new 
development at Willets 
Point includes only 875 
units of affordable housing. 
The large number of hous-
ing units was one of the 
reasons the city had agreed 
to let them be build here in 

the first place.
The May/June 2013 

newsletter of the Rosedale 
Civic Association also 
complained about airplane 
noise. It listed the Airport 
Noise Complaint Line 
phone number: 1-800-225-
1071.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Obamacare is start-
ing to affect us in Queens. 
My wife and I purchased 
some major catastrophe in-
surance. We just received 
checks from the company 
totaling $59 because they 
had only spent 75.4 percent 
for health care and not 80 
percent as required by law.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: I again had to 
contact City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Assem-
blyman David Weprin’s (D-
Little Neck) offices because 
the city did not remove the 
weeds from the city tree 
pits this year.

COLUMNS

We will return to the old voting 
machines in the Sept. 10 primary.

A plane prepares to land at LaGuardia Airport during rainy weath-
er. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bob
Harris

■

William
Lewis

■
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edemption is a word 
and an attitude 
which seems to be 
getting a great deal 

of attention these days. 
Whether this means any-
thing is another matter.

Most religions and 
secular commentators take 
the view that few of us — if 
any — are angels. For one 
reason or another, some-
times or often we may all 
need redemption.

It is, however, dis-
turbing to have the idea of 
redemption played out in 
the political arena. I have 
always believed that this is 
a private matter. It seems 
that in our world today it 
is a matter of public contri-

tion as well as public rela-
tions.

I will not go into the 
redemption of politicians 
in other parts of the coun-
try. We read and hear about 
them too often.

But since redemption 
is a theme in use by two 
candidates for public office 
in New York City, it is fair 
to comment about it and 
them.

Take Eliot Spitzer. 
This son of a large fortune 
was not a great governor. 
Perhaps he was a decent 
state attorney general, but 
that did not involve having 
to work with others. His fall 
from grace led to TV gigs 
and other stuff, but that old 
feeling that he was the sav-
ior of the world could not be 
subdued.

So he trotted out his 
family’s big bucks and 
was able to get himself on 
the primary ballot for city 
comptroller. Does anyone 
believe Spitzer will work 

well with others, as his 
teacher might say? There 
is no basis in his history 
to expect that. That could 
make for fractious times 
and not necessarily to the 
benefit of New Yorkers.

Why doesn’t he share 
his wealth and expertise 
in charitable activities that 
may have a good effect? 
Does he really need our 
vote to be redeemed? What 
a burden to place upon New 
Yorkers!

And take Anthony 
Weiner. A non-distin-
guished ex-U.S. representa-
tive, to be charitable, lastly 
serving parts of Queens, he 
does not have Spitzer’s big 
bucks, but more chutzpah, 
and that is saying a lot. His 
arrogance is beyond the 
normal arrogance of people 
who believe they are God’s 
gifts to the electorate. He 
was known in Congress for 
being a loud-mouth — and 
that is saying a lot.

But he wants to be 

mayor of the city at the cen-
ter of the universe. Indeed, 
it seems that this Park Av-
enue South resident must 
be mayor or redemption 
will not happen. Another 
burden we must bear!

My father used to say, 
“A liar is worse than a 
thief.” Weiner fits that de-
scription.

Where can he go to be 
redeemed? Surely not to 
City Hall.

I imagine he has a 
book deal waiting around 
the corner. Will it be a tell-

all? Probably not. We will 
have to wait for a sequel — 
perhaps a film deal. After 
all, there are some pictures 
that could be used, right?

Since he does not have 
Spitzer’s wealth, I will give 
him free suggestions for 
book titles: “My Life with 
the Internet,” the sequel 
“My Life after the Internet: 
A Possibility” and for the 
prequel “My Sad Life be-
fore the Internet.”

Ah, but there is money 
in redemption, if you know 
how to play the game. Can 

we doubt Weiner knows?
A late friend of ours, a 

native of Broadway-Flush-
ing, used to say, only half-
jokingly, “No one upholds 
standards anymore.” And 
to think that when Adlai 
Stevenson ran for presi-
dent, much of the public 
was shocked that he had 
divorced his wife. How 
prudish we were in those 
days!

I wish Spitzer and 
Weiner success in their 
efforts at redemption. If 
both of them would go 
away, I think that could 
start them on the path to 
redemption. It would cer-
tainly be a blessing to all 
New Yorkers.

And then all of us 
can go back to politics as 
usual, which includes our 
own Queens scandals. 
Strangely, that becomes a 
consummation devoutly to 
be wished.

Go figure.

I
t’s hard enough braving 
the wilting summer heat 
and standing at subway 
stations each morning 

shaking hands and passing 
out fliers. Then there are 
the endless public events 
and candidate forums that 
occupy every waking mo-
ment — when you’re not on 
the phone with potential 
donors pleading for money.

But perhaps the great-
est ignominy heaped on the 
good citizens of New York 
running for public office in 
2013 is that they are all be-
ing virtually ignored while 
the traveling Anthony 
Weiner circus and the oc-
casional Eliot Spitzer cara-
van suck all the oxygen out 
of the political season.

There are two other 

important and competitive 
races going on: city public 
advocate and Manhattan 
borough president.

The public advocate 
is technically the second-
highest office in the city 
and is akin to the vice pres-
ident’s role in the federal 
government. If the mayor 
dies or is incapacitated, the 
public advocate ascends 
mayoralty.

As the first vice presi-
dent, John Adams, fa-
mously said, “Today, I am 
nothing. Tomorrow, I may 
be everything.” Same is 
true of the public advocate, 
an otherwise toothless job 
with little staff.

But some people, such 
as Mark Green and Bill de 
Blasio, have used the office 
in the past to be a thorn in 
the mayor’s side and as a 
jumping-off point to launch 
a later campaign for may-
or.

This year, four rela-
tively unknown people are 

vying for this office: City 
Councilwoman Tish James 
(D-Brooklyn), state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D-Brook-
lyn) and two non-elected 
candidates, Reshma Sau-
jani and Cathy Guererro.

Their debates and pub-
lic policy ideas have largely 
been ignored by the main-
stream media. All four are 
thoughtful and intelligent 
people who want to be one 
of the three top citywide 
officials in 2014, and it be-
hooves us to start paying 
close attention.

One of them could, 
through succession or 
future elections, become 
mayor. No public advocate 
has yet moved up the lad-
der in city government, but 
that could change if de Bla-
sio wins in November.

In the borough presi-
dent’s race, there is a fas-
cinating mix of geographi-
cally diverse candidates: 
Councilman Robert Jack-
son (D-Manhattan), Lower 

Manhattan’s former com-
munity board Chairwoman 
Julie Menin and Council-
women Gale Brewer (D-
Manhattan) and Jessica 
Lappin (D-Manhattan).

Each has represented 
a different slice of Manhat-
tan and each has particular 
strengths that would make 
them worthy successors to 
current Borough President 
Scott Stringer.

Here, too, the media 
and the public don’t seem 
to be paying enough atten-
tion to an important race. 
The borough president has 
important land-use pow-
ers, as recently exhibited 
by Stringer’s conditional 
endorsement of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s pro-
posed bold rezoning of the 

Midtown commercial dis-
trict.

I have met, and in 
some cases worked with, 
these eight public servants 
and they deserve our at-
tention and respect during 
this election season. They 
care about the important is-
sues facing us in the years 
ahead — how we fix our 
public school system, save 
our city hospital system, 
balance the need to build 
and develop residential and 
commercial space while 
improving our infrastruc-
ture in a growing city and 
improve mass transit and 
other pressing issues.

These two races, un-
like the mayoral and city 
comptroller races, have 
been free of personal dra-

ma, and I find that refresh-
ing. No one is speaking 
about sexual peccadillos, 
failing marriages or other 
irrelevant topics when 
judging our leaders.

Perhaps this is be-
cause six of the eight candi-
dates in these two races are 
women.

I hope over the next 
month my colleagues in the 
media give these two races 
the ink, airtime and digital 
space they deserve.

Issues and vision and 
management skills should 
trump personal issues and 
self-destruction when we 
decide who to vote for in 
September.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Spitzer and Weiner have gall to seek redemption

Media should pay attention to politics, not sexual transgressions

Eliot Spitzer, the former governor and a candidate for 
city comptroller, waves at a motorist in Jackson Heights. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

The important races for public 
advocate and Manhattan borough 
president are being overlooked.Mayoral 

Spin Cycle

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■
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BY PHIL CORSO

Yoel Lichstein has al-
ready collected two decades 
of experience in the nursing 
and rehabilitation business, 
but recently signed onto a 
Queens health care facil-
ity with hopes of matching 
the borough’s culturally di-
verse landscape.

Lichstein, a resident of 
Rockland County, said his 
goal was to take a good rep-
utation at Jamaica Hills’ 
Margaret Tietz Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center 
and make it great. He be-
came the facility’s newest 
executive director as one 
of many new names on the 
staff to keep the brand’s 
name strong.

“We want to have 
this community continue 
to view us as a resource,” 
Lichstein said. “And our 
guiding principle will be 
diversity.”

Margaret Tietz, locat-
ed at 164-11 Chapin Pkwy., 
has been providing three 
different levels of care for 
Queens residents since 
1971, including short-term 
recovery, long-term reha-
bilitation and end-of-life 
hospice care. It opened in 
1971, originally operating 
as a home for Holocaust 
survivors. The facility’s 
new director brought new 
and old staff members to-
gether Tuesday for a meet-
and-greet with the area’s 
elected officials to re-en-
force Margaret Tietz’s role 
as a premier health care 
center in Queens.

Lichstein joined along 
with four other new staff-
ers filling the roles of as-
sociate administrator, di-
rector of clinincal services, 
senior social worker and 
case manager, after he said 
several long-time employ-
ees retired from Margaret 

Tietz.
“We have long benefit-

ed from our close relation-
ship with elected officials,” 
Lichstein said. “We’ve had 
a voice through them.”

And it was through 
that voice that Lichstein 

said he hoped to promote 
the facility’s more focused 
approach toward cultural 
diversity for its roughly 200 
residents from across the 
borough.

Joan Skyers, director 
of clinical services, said 

Margaret Tietz would be 
working with different 
groups across several eth-
nic backgrounds in Queens 
to build a more rich and 
cultural program there. 
She said the facility would 
be instituting new train-
ing courses for caregivers 
to ensure ethnic and reli-
gious sensitivity across the 
board.

“The cultural diver-
sity in Queens is amazing,” 
Skyers said. “We want our 
staff to be culturally sensi-
tive to different customs 
and traditions.”

A pack of Queens 
elected officials from the 
city, state and federal lev-
els stopped by the Jamaica 
Hills center Tuesday to 
meet with the new execu-
tive director and express 
their support, some of 
whom drew from personal 
experiences.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 

(D-Flushing) remarked on 
the facility’s caretaking of 
her grandfather, who died 
peacefully there several 
years ago.

“The staff and admin-
istration were great,” she 
said. “Every minute he was 
here, they made it as won-
derful an experience as it 
could be for him.”

Other elected officials 
who met with the new direc-
tor included state Assembly 
members Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) and 
Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing), state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills).

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Yoel Lichstein is the new executive director at Margaret Tietz 
health center in Jamaica Hills. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Margaret Tietz team welcomes new executive director
Jamaica Hills health care center hosts legislative meet-and-greet with northeast Queens offi cials

Experience the South Shore’s

Join us on one of our 
many tours including:

Day & Sunset Cruises
Seal Watch/Wetland Tours
Regional Wine Tasting Cruises
Barrier Island Bicycle Tours

BOOK US FOR 
SPECIAL EVENTS!

516-521-7744 or
You can now reserve online at 

www.freeportwatertaxi.com

Famous Sunsets

As Seen On

August 22nd 

Tequila Cruise
Hosted by Riazul 
Premium Tequila

$35
per person

One FREE Drink 
of TequilaReserve Now

Tequila Tasting Cruise
August 22nd
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.
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BY PHIL CORSO

A city councilman 
from Sunnyside said he 
would be working with the 
108th Precinct to step up 
patrols in residential areas 
after his home joined the 
list of those that had been 
broken into recently.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
represents Sunnyside and 
returned from an overseas 
vacation this week to find 
his home burglarized, he 
said.

Van Bramer said he 
was first tipped off when 
one of his next-door neigh-
bors called him up to let 
him know that some doors 
and back windows were 
suspiciously left open at 
his home. They notified 
the police before going in 
to inspect the damage and 
finding the thieves had got-
ten away with a bike, some 
money and some of jewelry 
the councilman was hold-

ing on to for his mother.
“The front door was 

pretty busted. They used 
a crowbar to break in and 
damaged a few of the other 
doors as well,” Van Bramer 
said. “My closets and dress-
er drawers were emptied 
and thrown on the floor. 
The contents of everything 
were just tossed around.”

“It’s pretty upsetting 
to come home and see your 
house vandalized and bur-
glarized that way,” Van 
Bramer said. “I’m sure that 
is the same feeling every-
one gets in a similar situa-
tion.”

Van Bramer said there 
has been a recurring pat-
tern of home break-ins 
throughout his western 
Queens district, which in-
cludes Astoria and Long 
Island City as well. He 
could recall at least one of 
his constituents’ stories of 
confronting a burglar who 
was in their home and chas-
ing them away in recent 

weeks.
“This is pretty dan-

gerous territory,” he said. 
“We need to make sure this 
doesn’t happen again.”

The councilman said 
he was working with the 
108th Precinct, which had 

reported a pattern of simi-
lar burglaries throughout 
the neighborhood. In re-
sponse, the precinct has 
been upping its presence in 
some of the hardest-hit res-
idential areas with hopes 
of cuffing the culprits, he 

said.
The most recent 108th 

Precinct crime statistics 
through Aug. 4 showed bur-
glaries were up from 10 to 17 
when comparing last year’s 
numbers to date with 2013. 
Burglary was one of four 

major crime categories to 
increase when compared 
to 2012, including murder, 
up from zero to one; grand 
larceny, up from 39 to 60; 
and grand larceny auto, up 
from eight to 16. Overall 
crime incidents to date rose 
from 93 to 120, or 29 percent, 
compared to this point last 
year, records showed.

Van Bramer said he 
would be looking for ways 
to improve public safety in 
the district with hopes of 
curbing the trend.

“Doors can be fixed. 
Things can be replaced,” 
Van Bramer said. “What’s 
really important now is 
that we prevent this from 
happening to any other 
families.”

Nonetheless, Van 
Bramer said he and his 
husband Dan Hendrick 
were fine and would not be 
shaken by the incident.

“I love my home, I love 
my neighborhood and I al-
ways will,” he said.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) is working with the 108th Precinct to address a pattern of bur-
glaries, one of which recently struck the Sunnyside home he shares with partner Dan Hendrick (r.).

Thieves break into Van Bramer’s Sunnyside home

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.
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BY PHIL CORSO

A Fresh Meadows 
woman is accused of steal-
ing more than $87,000 in 
benefits by falsely claiming 
she was a victim of Super-
storm Sandy, the state at-
torney general said.

Caterina Curatolo, 48, 
lied about deplorable con-
ditions at her home and al-
legedly enjoyed more than 
269 days at various hotels 
on the city’s dime while 
blowing through $3,590 in 
money designated for food 
at various shops, Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man said. She was arrested 
Monday and charged with 
fraud and grand larceny, 
which could cost her up to 
seven years in prison.

The attorney general’s 
criminal complaint ac-
cused the Fresh Meadows 
native of listing her 59-13 
159th St. home as unlivable 

after Sandy, but later found 
damages that pre-dated the 
late October storm.

“My office will do ev-
erything in our power to 
crack down on anyone who 
uses a national emergency 
like Sandy for personal 
gain,” Schneiderman said. 
“We are holding price goug-
ers accountable, taking a 
hard look at how charities 
spend Sandy-related dona-
tions and are making sure 
that no one gets away with 
abusing programs intended 
to help real victims.”

And while she was be-
ing put up in city hotels as 
a supposed storm evacuee, 
Schneiderman said under-
cover officers watched Cu-
ratolo visit her 159th Street 
home as well as a second 
residence she owned next 
door to pick up mail. Utility 
records also showed that 
services continued at the 
59-13 159th St. home long 

after Sandy, the attorney 
general said.

The city contracted 
with about 50 hotels after 
Sandy to provide tempo-
rary housing for vulnera-
ble storm evacuees through 
the New York City Hotel 

and Interim Placement 
Program. The criminal 
complaint alleged that Cu-
ratolo used the program to 
her advantage despite any 
apparent damages to her 
home directly traced back 
to the devastating storm.

“More than 3,000 indi-
viduals have been served 
by New York City’s Hotel 
Program in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy, connect-
ing households with hous-
ing and necessary servic-
es,” city Homeless Services 
Commissioner Michele 
Ovesey said. “We are grate-
ful to our partners — city, 
state and federal — for en-
suring the City Hotel Pro-
gram and related resources 
are preserved for those 
most in need while we work 
diligently to return all New 
Yorkers back to their com-
munities.”

Schneiderman said Cu-
ratolo also received $3,950 
in city and American Red 
Cross funds to buy food, 
but instead spent the cash 
at different stores such as 
Best Buy, Dressbarn, Mar-
shalls, Fabco Shoes, Eric 
Shoes, Optical Boutique, 
Exclusive Eyes and Score-

sense.com.
It was not the first 

time Curatolo blamed new 
storms on old problems, 
Schneiderman said. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency records 
showed she made a similar 
claim for damage to the 
roof of her home after Hur-
ricane Irene in 2011. She 
also filed fraudulent insur-
ance claims alleging her 
car was a total loss after 
Sandy despite no apparent 
signs of water damage, the 
attorney general said.

“Today’s arrest shows 
that scammers who trade 
on tragedy will be exposed 
and punished,” Schneider-
man said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Fresh Meadows woman used Sandy to scam city: AG
Queens native is accused of fi ling false insurance claims to fund post-storm life with taxpayer dollars

Authorities arrest Fresh Meadows resident Caterina Curatolo for 
allegedly scamming the city out of more than $87,000. 

Photo courtesy Attorney General Eric Schneiderman

H Mart grocery chain set for Bayside grand opening
BY PHIL CORSO

After more than a year 
of anticipation, Bayside’s 
new H Mart grocery store 
announced an official open-
ing date for Saturday.

The popular super-
market chain has delayed 
its opening several times 
since it was revealed to be 
taking over the site of a for-
mer Waldbaums grocery 
store near the intersection 
of 47th Avenue and Francis 
Lewis Boulevard. But af-
ter leaving its most recent 
delay back in June open-
ended, the chain was able 
to buy time and quickly 
spruced up its new building 
for an opening day.

The Saturday open-
ing will include a 9:30 a.m. 
ribbon-cutting, an H Mart 
spokesman said.

The Korean supermar-
ket chain first signed onto 
the site after Waldbaums 
was shuttered last year, 
costing 77 borough work-

ers their jobs. At that time, 
community leaders said 
they expected a new gro-
cery store would inhabit the 
spot as early as September 
2012, but H Mart admitted 
that date would have been 
impossible to meet as it was 
still securing permits and 
construction plans.

The chain later said 
it would open its doors by 
July 2013, but that dead-
line was also missed. A 
spokesman for H Mart told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
at the time the company did 
not know when the doors 
would open.

“We have no exact date 
set for a grand opening,” the 
spokesman said in June. “I 
can’t make sure.”

More than a year later 
than expected, and after 
months of the vacant build-
ing sporting H Mart signs 
promoting the unknown 
grand opening, the chain 
finally came out with a fi-
nal date.

H Mart, an American-
based franchise, is owned 
by Hanahreum Group, of 
Lyndhurst, N.J., and has 
stores throughout the coun-
try.

Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 
said last year he expected 
the turnaround at the loca-
tion to be fairly quick, so 
the area residents’ shop-

ping habits would not be 
too severely affected. But 
his hopes that Bayside and 
Flushing shoppers would 
not have to stare at an 
empty storefront became a 

reality over the succeeding 
months.

Iannece said the com-
munity had mixed views 
about the incoming super-
market chain, but CB 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said she thought it 
would still be a good fit for 
the northeast Queens com-
munity.

The Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co., the New 
Jersey-based owner of 
Waldbaums, has had a tur-
bulent history of financial 
woes in recent years and 
filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection from 
creditors in 2010. A com-
pany spokeswoman said 
earlier this year it had also 
closed one of its Pathmark 
grocery stores on Northern 
Boulevard in Long Island 
City.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

H Mart is expected to open its newest location in its Bayside shopping center. Photo by Phil Corso
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Flushing Meadows fills with Dragon Boat festivities
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
“Sliding” is the newest 

scam New Yorkers should 
watch out for, according to 
Christopher Manson, cap-
tain of the 104th Precinct.

Sliding usually hap-
pens at a gas station when 
the victim is pumping gas 
or walks away to pay inside 
the store, Manson said. 

Unbeknown to the 
victim, the thief drives up 
next to a targeted car and 
opens the front passenger-
side door while the victim 
is preoccupied. The thief 
then steals possessions 
from inside the car and 
drives away before the vic-
tim realizes anything has 
happened.

The phenomenon has 
made national news.

At a media briefing 
last week, Manson said 
sliding has happened three 
times over the summer 
within the confines of the 
104th Precinct, which cov-

ers Ridgewood, Glendale, 
Middle Village and Mas-
peth.

All three incidents oc-
curred at the Hess gas sta-
tion at 80-07 Cypress Ave.

From the first victim 
the thieves stole an iPhone.

The second incident 

was a botched robbery — 
the thieves only got away 
with a bag full of baby sup-
plies — but just a few min-
utes later, another incident 
occurred at the same gas 
station, in which the rob-
bers made away with a 
Galaxy cellphone and $400 

cash.
Manson said there are 

currently no suspects.
“This is a growing 

thing, it’s the newest thing 
that they do,” Manson said. 
“So we encourage all peo-
ple — lock the doors. The 
entire crime takes about 

five seconds — that’s how 
fast it is.”

Manson said it is un-
wise to leave valuable items 
in open view in the car. In-
stead, drivers and passen-
gers should hide items, or 
bring them inside the gas 
station, especially women 

with purses.
Another common 

scam is the “Your Relative 
Is in Jail Scam,” wherein a 
thief lies to a victim, usual-
ly an elderly Latino person, 
and says that the victim’s 
relative is in jail, Manson 
said. The thief will say the 
relative needs bail and will 
ask for a certain amount of 
money.

If successful, the thief 
may be brazen enough to 
try a second time and pre-
tend the relative still needs 
a few hundred dollars more 
to make bail.

Manson said there 
have been a few successful 
thefts within the 104th, but 
it is a scam that is happen-
ing around the city.

“They are probably 
unsuccessful many, many 
times and those people just 
don’t call us,” Manson said. 
“It’s the actual victim who 
calls.”

New York City residents should beware of scams, according to officials from the 104th police precinct. From left, Crime Prevention 
Officer Brenda Hyatt, Vice-President of the 104th Precinct Community Council, Detective Thomas Bell, Captain Christopher Manson and 
Officer Otoniel Jimenez. Photo by  Bianca Fortis

104th Pct. captain warns against ‘sliding’ scam

Turn this week’s issue 
into next week’s.
Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A crew of Queens stick-

up artists is facing life in 
prison after they were con-
victed last week of robbing 
two borough check-cash-
ing stores while wearing 
Hollywood-style special ef-
fects masks to conceal their 
identities.

Edward Byam, Der-
rick Dunkley and Akeem 
Monsalvatge were found 
guilty in Brooklyn federal 
court Aug. 9 of robbing two 
Pay-O-Matics at gunpoint 
in 2012, according to U.S. 
Attorney Loretta Lynch of 
the Eastern District.

The dark-skinned 
thieves thought they could 
elude capture by wearing 
high-end special effects 
masks that made them ap-
pear to be Caucasian, she 
said.

“Those who would 
use violence and intimida-
tion to make a quick buck 
should take this as a lesson: 
Whatever tricks and decep-

tion they employ, they will 
be found and they will be 
prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law,” Lynch 
said.

Agents with the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
said Byam purchased one 
of the “Mac the Guy” masks 
in 2011 from the Composite 
Effects Co.

The company’s web-
site shows the basic Mac 
model goes for $569.95. Eye-
brows bump the price up to 

$629.95.
Authorities said the 

crew first struck in 2010, 
when they handcuffed and 
assaulted a teller at one 
of the check cashiers and 
made off with $40,000.

On Feb. 14, 2012, they 
were at it again, this time 
dressed as NYPD officers.

As a female employee 
arrived at the Pay-O-Matic 
around 8 a.m., the three 
faux cops got out of a dark-
colored SUV and showed 
her a photograph of her 

house before taking her in-
side and robbing the place 
of $200,000 at gunpoint, ac-
cording to prosecutors. 

They left the photo at 
the scene and on the back 
was printed the ID number 
for a Walgreens in Spring-
field Gardens. The stores 
records showed the photos 
had been printed for Byam, 
the U.S. attorney’s office 
said. 

Police said that after 
circulating surveillance 
images of the robbers, 
they got a tip the culprits 
might be wearing high-end 
masks.

Records from Com-
posite Effects then showed 
Byam sent an e-mail say-
ing he was “extremly [sic] 
pleased by cfx work on the 
mask ... the realism of the 
mask is unbelievable.”

All three men are fac-
ing 32 years to life after be-
ing convicted of robbery, 
conspiracy and using a fire-
arm, according to Lynch. 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A man who pleaded 

guilty to a 2005 hit-and-run 
in Ozone Park was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
Monday.

Bartolo Paula, for-
merly of Brooklyn, was ex-
tradited from Spain in De-
cember where he had fled 
after hitting a 15-year-old 
pedestrian while driving 
through Ozone Park Oct. 
26, 2005, the DA said.

On that morning, Pau-
la had dropped his son off 
at John Adams High School 
near 101st Street and Rock-
away Boulevard, according 
to the DA. He stopped at a 
red light near the vicinity 
of 101st Street and Rock-
away Boulevard. The vic-
tim, Jeffrey Javier, entered 
the crosswalk. When the 

light turned green, Paula 
struck the boy and drove 
away. Javier later died at 
Jamaica Hospital due to a 
fractured skull and other 
injuries.

A witness followed 
Paula for several blocks, 
took his license plate num-
ber and gave it to police, 
the DA said. After being 
contacted by the police, 
Paula agreed to surren-
der, but instead fled to the 
Dominican Republic and 
then Spain. Following his 
extradition to the United 
States, he pleaded guilty to 
first-degree manslaughter 
June 19.

In addition to the 10-
year prison term, Paula 
was also given five years of 
post-release supervision.

“The defendant has ad-
mitted his guilt to a terrible 
and tragic crime and will 

Surveillance images show the suspects wanted in connection 
with the robbery of a Pay-O-Matic in Queens last year. Three men 
who wore Hollywood-style masks during the armed robbery were 
found guilty last week. Photo courtesy NYPD

Driver gets 10 years 
for 2005 hit-and-run

Masked robbers guilty in boro heists

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 
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Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 22 No. 26 
60 total pages

CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A trendy new consign-
ment shop in the Ditmars 
section of Astoria drew a 
crowd before it even opened 
its doors this weekend.

About 35 people had 
been waiting for the shop, 
at 29-16 Ditmars Blvd., to 
officially open Saturday at 
11 a.m., said store manager 
Rocco Paone.

“It’s probably one of the 
best openings Buffalo has 
ever had,” he said inside 
the 1920s storefront, which 
was formerly the home of a 
Hallmark location.

The company’s co-
owner, Rebecca Block, said 
they had been hearing from 
customers that Buffalo Ex-
change, which has 48 loca-
tions across the nation, 
should open another site in 
New York and Astoria was 
the top recommendation 
from both shoppers and 
employees.

The first consignment 
location was founded in 
1974 by her thrift-store ad-
dict mother, Kersten, and 
father, Spencer, in Tuscon, 
Ariz.

Her mother thought, 
“I wonder if people would 

want to get money for these 
things instead of just giv-
ing them away,” Block re-
called.

In October, company 
leaders toured Queens 
neighborhoods, including 
Astoria, in search of the 
perfect spot and saw how 
bustling the outerborough 
community was. After 
choosing the storefront on 
Ditmars Boulevard, they 
discovered that the build-
ing’s original brickwork 
was underneath drywall 
inside.

“It’s always wonder-
ful when you can find the 
architectural details in an 
old building and you can 
enhance them and make 
them show,” Block said.

On Sunday, racks of 
clothes lined the brick 
walls, as employees 
manned separate counters 
for customers buying and 
selling items.

“You bring in stuff. We 
go through it and whatever 
we take we price,” Paone 
explained.

Buffalo Exchange of-
fers 30 percent off the sell-
ing price in cash or 50 per-
cent in store credit. Their 
stock can range from Old 

Navy and Gap to Prada, Gu-
cci and Miu Miu, but brand 
is not the only factor when 
deciding whether or not to 
take a piece.

“Of course, when that 
[high-end] stuff comes in 
here, it’s going to be very 
coveted,” Paone said.

The store will not buy 
every item, however. A 
wedding dress, which one 
woman asked about selling, 
was among clothing like 
lingerie and bathing suits 
without sales tags or liners 
that are not accepted.

Astoria resident Mar-
co Lara, 50, brought sev-
eral pairs of khakis and 
work pants to try to sell at 
the store Sunday, saying 
the option to get cash or 
trade in threads was help-
ful to people like him who 
has changed sizes recently. 
Some of his clothes he had 
never even worn, he said.

“It’s a good way to re-
cycle, not to waste,” Lara 
said.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com or by phone at 
718-260-4589.

Buffalo Exchange opened for business in the Ditmars section of Astoria Saturday. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Fun thrift shop opens 
latest branch in Astoria

A Winning 
Combination!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

LIPA customers will 
see a rise in their bills this 
month after the power util-
ity increased its charge for 
its monthly power supply.

The typical resident 
will see an increase of 
about $5.71 for the month of 
August, according to Long 
Island Power Authority of-
ficials.

The increase comes 
from a rise in the price of 
natural gas and the whole-
sale price of purchased 
power in the Northwest 
resulting from hotter-than-
normal weather, officials 
said.

“The same factors that 
have caused our bills to in-
crease in August are affect-
ing all of the utilities in our 
area, and we are passing 
along our costs just like the 
other utilities in the state,” 
officials said in a state-

ment.
Mark Gross, a spokes-

man for LIPA, noted that 
the actual rate has not in-
creased. The power supply 
charge, which varies from 
month to month, actually 
decreased during the prior 
four months, Gross said.

Chris Olert, a spokes-
man for ConEd, said the 
utility’s supply charge 
dropped about $10.68 for 
a typical user in August, 
although bills may still be 

high if users “have cranked 
up the A/C,” he said.

Gross said the differ-
ence may be due to the way 
the two companies calcu-
late their supply charges.

LIPA supplied much of 
the power to the Rockaways, 
where customers were cut 
off for months after Sandy 
struck on Oct. 29.

The charge increase 
comes days after Gov. An-
drew Cuomo signed legisla-
tion that will restructure 
the power utility.

National Grid, under 
contract with LIPA, has 
managed operations of the 
electric grid for the last fif-
teen years. That contract 
expires in December, and 
PSE&G of New Jersey will 
take over in January. Along 
with maintenance of the 
system, the company’s re-
sponsibilities will include 
day-to-day operations such 

A pedestrian walks along 
Rockaway Beach Boulevard in 
the Rockaways in the days af-
ter Hurricane Sandy. 

LIPA customers now face 
hike in monthly electric bill

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Continued on Page 26

BY JOE ANUTA

In an unexpected 
move,.State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) dropped out 
of the race for Queens bor-
ough president 
Wednesday.

“ A f t e r 
much thought 
and consideration, I have 
decided to withdraw from 
the Queens borough presi-
dent race. This was certain-
ly not an easy decision, and 
I am eternally grateful for 
the overwhelming amount 
of support I received 
from people throughout 
Queens,” he said. “Queens 
is my home borough and I 
will never stop fighting and 
advocating for all residents 
of Queens. Yet, at this time, 
I believe I can best serve 
the people of Queens by re-

maining a state senator.”
Avella’s exit whittles 

the Democratic field down 
to two competitors: former 
state Assemblywoman Me-
linda Katz and City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria).

Political observers 
had predicted Avella and 
Vallone would be compet-
ing for votes in the Sept. 10 
primary, meaning that the 
senator’s withdrawal bodes 
well for the councilman’s 

campaign.
Vallone frequently 

sparred with Avella at 
candidate forums and in 
the press, but after the an-
nouncement, he offered 
praise for the senator.

“Despite our disagree-
ments, Tony is a hard work-
er and we see eye to eye on 
a lot of issues,” Vallone’s 
campaign said in a state-
ment. “I look forward to 
working with him and his 
constituents.”

Katz also had kind 
words for Avella, though 
the race is now more com-
petitive with just her and 
Vallone left to duke it out.

“His presence in this 
race brought the focus to 
real issues facing voters 
around our borough, in-
cluding education, afford-

TONY AVELLA

Continued on Page 36

Avella exits beep race, 
leaving two in primary
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BY JOE ANUTA

The federal government is set to 
raise some flood insurance premiums 
this fall without completing a prom-
ised study to help homeowners deal 
with the extra cost, a candidate for 
borough president said Tuesday.

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency is poised to end certain 
longstanding flood insurance sub-
sidies in October for businesses and 
homes that have flooded repeatedly 
along the water in Queens and across 
the country, which means in many 
cases rates will skyrocket.

But those rate increases should 
not be implemented until a required 
study is published that would help 
homeowners lessen the costs, accord-
ing to former state Assemblywoman 
Melinda Katz, who is running for bor-
ough president.

“I don’t think a freeze is unrea-
sonable. It’s important,” she said. 
“You have to give us time to figure 
out how people are going to afford the 
increase.”

Katz is referring to the 2012 
Biggert-Waters Act, which directed 
FEMA to bring certain insurance 
rates up to a level that accurately re-
flect the risk of living in flood-prone 

areas. About 20 percent of federal 
plans were subsidized.

Part of the law called for a study 
to explore ways to keep property own-
ers enrolled in the National Flood In-
surance Program despite the rising 
costs, since some may opt out rather 
than fork over substantially larger 
payments each month.

For example, the study will ex-
plore the economic viability of provid-
ing vouchers for lower-income fami-

lies that cannot afford coverage.
Biggert-Waters called for the 

study, undertaken by the National 
Academy of Sciences, to 
be complete this spring, 
but FEMA recently told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
it will likely not be done for 

several years, which did not sit well 
with Katz.

“It’s outrageous that federal bu-
reaucrats see nothing wrong with 
jacking up flood insurance rates for 
working families in Queens — sev-
eral years before FEMA even does its 
homework,” Katz said. “If it’s going to 
take years for the federal government 
to finish this study, it should be years 
before flood insurance rates go up 
even 1 cent. Period.”

The insurance program is cur-
rently about $18 billion in debt, and 
the increases are designed to make 
sure it can last into the future.

For years, the federal govern-
ment had been offering discounted 
insurance rates to some, meaning 
homeowners in low-lying areas like 
Broad Channel or the Rockaways, for 
example, may not have been paying 
a premium that accurately reflected 
the risk of living there.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Two fathers lost their 
lives in an early morning 
motorcycle crash on the 
“Boulevard of Death” Sun-
day, police and loved ones 
said.

Sunnyside resident 
Claudio Huerta, 50, was at-
tempting to cross the road-
way at 44th Street — about 
four blocks from where 
he lived — when he was 
mowed down by a 2001 Ka-
wasaki at about 4 a.m., the 
NYPD said.

When emergency re-
sponders arrived, they 
pronounced Huerta dead at 
the scene and the motorcy-
clist, identified by police as 
33-year-old Carlos Carras-
co, was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, where he 
was listed initially in criti-
cal condition, police said.

Carrasco died at about 
6 a.m. Tuesday, two days af-
ter the accident, police and 

his family said.
His brother, Richard 

Perez, described Carrasco 
as a devoted father.

“He really loved his 
daughter,” Perez said of his 
5-year-old niece, Jayden.

A 10-year resident of 
southeast Queens, Perez 
had been an avid motorcy-
cle enthusiast, his brother 
said, and grief-stricken rel-
atives were still planning 
his funeral arrangements.

Neighbors said Huerta 
lived in his first-floor Sun-
nyside apartment with 
a brother and sister and 
worked seven days a week. 
A woman who lived across 
the hall said his children 
lived in Huerta’s homeland 
of Ecuador.

Other residents said 
they only knew him in 
passing.

“I’ve been here 52 
years. They’ve been there 
a while,” a neighborhood 
said about the roommates.

Former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz 
wants flood insurance premiums to be fro-
zen until a promised study can be complet-
ed.

Katz calls for fl ood insurance freeze Two bikers killed 
in Sunnyside crash
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BY PHIL CORSO

A group of Bayside ac-
tivists celebrated a small 
victory this week in an on-
going fight against airplane 
noise plaguing their north-
east Queens communities, 
showing they had the ears 
of their federal elected of-
ficials.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) joined 
with federal colleagues — 
two of whom have district 
offices in Queens — in call-
ing on the Port Authority to 
install more noise monitors 
around areas affected most 
by flight noise. The push 
came after more than a 
year of community outrage 
over revised flight patterns 
coming out of LaGuardia 
Airport, which was only 
given four monitors to col-
lect noise data, compared 
to 10 relaying data to John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport.

The officials urged 
the Port Authority to enlist 
help from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration to get 
more noise monitors on the 
ground to collect data and 
more accurately assess the 
impact of air traffic in the 
metropolitan area.

“Noise monitors are so 
under-utilized in the New 
York tri-state area, which is 
home to three of the nation’s 
busiest airports,” Schumer 
said. “Other major airports 
in the country, like Boston 
and Los Angeles, use up-
wards of 30 each, and we 

only have 14 between our 
two largest airports.”

The Port Authority 
recently launched a new 
website providing more 
detailed assessments of air-
port noise, but the federal 
officials contended that the 
data would not be truly ac-
curate unless more noise 
monitors are placed on the 
ground.

“We know that air-
plane noise is impacting 
local communities. But I 
want critical technologies 
like more noise monitors in 
place to track it,” said U.S. 
Rep. Steve Israel (D-Mel-
ville). “With that detailed 
information and by making 
it public, the Port Authority 
and FAA can work with the 
community to reach a reso-
lution to this quality-of- life 
issue for my constituents.”

For the better part 
of the past year, residents 
of northeast Queens have 
assembled a full-fledged 
activist group known as 
Queens Quiet Skies, which 

has been working closely 
with elected officials and 
the FAA to address flight 
noise. Founder Janet McE-
neaney has been at the fore-
front of the movement and 
sent an e-mail to her mem-
bership celebrating a vic-
tory in one of the group’s 
core goals.

“I am proud of all of 
us and what we’ve accom-
plished together in less 
than a year,” McEneaney 
said.

Residents and officials 
first started reporting dras-
tic upticks in airplane noise 
over communities like Bay-
side and Little Neck after 
the FAA started testing 
new flight paths out of La-
Guardia Airport. The crux 
of their outrage stemmed 
from the FAA issuing a cat-
egorical exclusion, which 
in essence allowed the 
agency to excuse itself from 
conducting a thorough 
environmental impact as-
sessment when issuing new 
flight patterns.

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

Northeast Queens lawmakers are calling on the Port Authority and 
Federal Aviation Administration to install more noise monitors in 
the communities surrounding LaGuardia Airport.

Queens Quiet Skies calls 
for more noise monitors

as budgeting, storm pre-
paredness and response, 
infrastructure improve-
ments and energy efficien-
cy, the governor said. LIPA 
will be reduced to a hold-
ing company which main-
tains its eligibility for tax 
benefits and aid from the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.“The legis-
lation that was signed into 
law today ends the LIPA 

as we know it, and creates 
a new utility system that 
puts Long Island ratepay-
ers first,” Cuomo said in 
late July when he signed 
the bill. “LIPA has offered 
lackluster service for too 
long and after its failure 
to perform during Super-
storm Sandy it was clear 
we needed a change.”After 
Hurricane Sandy, Cuomo 
initiated an investigation 
to evaluate how efficiently 
utility companies through-
out the state responded 
to natural disasters. The 

investigation found that 
LIPA’s failures were the 
result of a dysfunctional 
management structure 
that allowed poor customer 
service, high rates, lacklus-
ter storm preparations and 
inadequate infrastructure, 
officials said.

More than 150 Breezy 
Point residents are suing 
both National Grid and 
LIPA, alleging that the com-
panies are responsible for 
the fires that leveled their 
homes when Sandy struck. 

Continued from Page 24 

LIPA
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BY JOE ANUTA

This piece of the pie 
was off limits.

The owner of several 
Papa John’s restaurants in 
Queens was charged with 
bilking the government out 
of more than $200,000 in 
taxpayer money, District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said last week.

Syed Mehboob alleg-
edly under-reported $4 mil-
lion in profits that his six 
franchises in five Queens  
neighborhoods — Astoria, 
Corona, Woodside, Bayside 
and Sunnyside — raked 
in between March 2005 
and November 2010, allow-
ing the Long Islander to 
keep both the off-the-books 
dough and $217,000 in sales 
tax for himself, the DA 
said.

“When consumers 
pay sales taxes, they ex-
pect those funds to go into 
the public treasury — not 
into the business owner’s 
pockets,” Brown said in a 

statement. “New York state 
depends on the collection 
of taxes to operate its gov-
ernment. Criminal activity 
that cheats the government 
and the public will not be 
tolerated and will be vigor-
ously prosecuted.”

Mehboob was arrested 
Aug. 7 and later delivered 
to Queens Criminal Court, 
where Judge Joel Blumen-
feld arraigned the pizza pie 
peddler on charges, includ-
ing falsifying tax returns 

and business records, theft 
and possession of stolen 
property, the DA said.

If convicted, Mehboob 
faces up to 15 years behind 
bars, although the six  cor-
porations he used to oper-
ate the slice shops were also 
charged, the DA said.

The business enti-
ties could each be forced 
to cough up a maximum 
of $10,000 in fines, but that 
amount could mushroom to 
double the suspected illegal 

gain, Brown said.
The state Department 

of Taxation and Finance 
uncovered the alleged rec-
ipe for graft after perform-
ing an audit on the pizza 
shops.

“I commend District 
Attorney Brown for his 
ongoing diligence in root-
ing out tax fraud,” Thomas 
Mattox, commissioner of 
the department, said in a 
statement. “Crimes such 
as the ones alleged here — 
stealing the public’s money 
— can’t be tolerated, espe-
cially since the overwhelm-
ing number of businesses 
voluntarily remit the sales 
tax they collect and do so 
consistently and accurate-
ly.”

Mehboob is also active 
in local politics. He donated 
a total of $750 to City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) throughout 2010 
and 2011, campaign finance 
records show. Vallone is 
running for borough presi-
dent.

The site of a former Bayside Papa John’s was just one of six lo-
cations where Syed Mehboob allegedly pocketed taxpayer money, 

Papa John’s owner bilked state: DA

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

HAIL TO THE STUDENTS
Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (r.) presents a proclamation to PS 
122 Principal Pamela Sabel for the school’s high scores on the 
State’s new, more difficult standardized tests. P.S. 122 students 
scored 71 percent at or above proficient in math and 69.7 per-
cent at or above proficient in ELA – roughly 40 percent high-
er than both the city and state averages, Vallone said. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Queens native and reality TV personality Gia Al-
lemand died Wednesday night from injuries sustained 
after an apparent suicide attempt, reports said. 

Allemand, 29, who was born in Howard Beach and 
grew up on Staten Island, hanged herself Monday, ac-
cording to the New York Post. 

Her longtime boyfriend, NBA player Ryan Ander-
son, discovered the actress in their New Orleans home. 
She was taken to University Hospital where she died 
after being taken off life-support Wednesday, accord-
ing to the Post. 

TV actress from Howard Beach dies
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Mayoral candidate Bill 

de Blasio stopped in Forest 
Hills Friday to announce a 
five-step plan to encourage 
the growth of small busi-
ness in New York City.

Small businesses are a 
vital part of the city’s econ-
omy and a key source of job 
creation, de Blasio said. He 
would implement the plan 
if elected mayor.

“The bottom line is, 
we have a lot to be proud of, 
but we need to make sure 
that our economy works for 
everyone,” de Blasio said 
at a roundtable discussion 
at Haveli, an Indian res-
taurant. “We need to make 
sure there’s opportunity 
for everyone.”

The five steps of the 
program are: 

• Create economic de-
velopment hubs in at least 
12 immigrant and low-in-
come neighborhoods;

• Establish a $100 mil-

lion revolving loan fund 
for neighborhood entrepre-
neurs;

• Promote entrepre-
neurship training in even 
more languages;

• Give local businesses, 
including immigrant small 
businesses, a second shot at 
city contracts;

• End the fine assault 
on small businesses by ban-
ning inspection quotas and 
creating a tiered classifica-
tion of business offenses.

• De Blasio said that 
in his current role as city 
public advocate, his office 
released a report that de-
termined the majority of 

small business owners had 
not had positive dealings 
with the city.

“All they knew about 
city government is when 
someone showed up to do 
an inspection,” he said.

Dee Arabian, who 
owns Dee’s, a Forest Hills 
Italian restaurant, shared 

an anecdote that illustrat-
ed de Blasio’s point: Ara-
bian’s awning outside his 
restaurant that advertises 
catering because he offers 
private events inside the 
restaurant drew the atten-
tion of a city inspector who 
kept asking him pointed 
questions as if to trap him. 

The inspector then 
determined Arabian was 
running an illegal catering 
operation without a license 
and slapped him with a 
$5,100 fine and a padlock 
order, he said.

Arabian said that 
sometimes it is not just im-
migrants who do not under-
stand the rules and regula-
tions of operating a small 
business.

“I was born here and 
I don’t always understand 
the rules,” Arabian said. 
“As business owners we 
want to do the right thing. 
We want to abide by the 
rules. And sometimes we 
think we’re abiding by the 
rules but we later find out 
that we’re not.”

Friday’s event was the 
fifth of de Blasio’s week-
long “Emerging Industries 
Tour,” which focused on 
growing the city’s economy 
and connecting New York-
ers to jobs.

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
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Mayoral candidate Bill de Blasio sits at a roundtable discussion last week to discuss the problems small business owners face, such as 
excessive inspections and unfair fines.  Photo by Bianca Fortis

De Blasio touts plan to support small biz in boro
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Many older students 
returning to the 
classroom discov-

er the experience is simi-
lar to accepting additional 
work as a weekend sales 
clerk or evening bartender.

“For adults it’s like 
adding a part-time job to 
the responsibilities they 

already have,” said Wynne 
Ferdinand, assistant direc-
tor of LaGuardia Commu-
nity College’s Bridge to Col-
lege and Careers program. 
“Many find the biggest 
challenge is the schedule.”

Unlike 18- and 19-year-
olds entering college mere 
months after finishing high 
school, more than half the 
students in LaGuardia’s 

program are 26 or older. 
None of them possess a high 
school diploma and many 
haven’t been in a classroom 
setting for a decade or more. 
Combine that with juggling 
full-time work and family 
obligations, said Ferdinand, 
and it’s easy to see why the 
Bridge to College and Ca-
reers program fills a niche 
for non-traditional students. 

“Our program puts 
the attention on the next 
steps,” said Ferdinand. 
“Once a student earns their 
diploma, there are staff 
advisers on site who assist 
them with applications and 
financial aid forms. It helps 
make a smooth transition 
between work and life.”

From the outset, the 
Bridge to College and Ca-
reers program, now in its 
seventh year, works to en-
sure adult students succeed. 

In order to be accepted 

into the program, potential 
students take part in group 
interviews and community 
building activities, said 
Ferdinand. They also meet 
with admission officers 
and academic advisers. 

“It’s really about im-
proving their career pros-
pects,” said Ferdinand. 

At LaGuardia, stu-
dents quickly move from 
the GED portion into the 
degree component of the 
program. 

An individual who 

matriculates in September, 
spends 14 weeks in a GED-
preparation course before 
taking the test in Decem-
ber. Those who pass then 
enter degree or certificate 
programs during the spring 
semester in March. 

A lot of these students 
gravitate toward LaGuar-
dia’s health and human 
science programs, said Fer-
dinand. Many start on the 
licensed practical nurse 
track, which leads them to 

OLDER STUDENTS 
SIT AT THE HEAD OF THE CLASS

Queens College ACE students celebrate their graduation. Photo courtesy Queens College

Continued on Page 34

Programs in Queens help non-traditional 
learners juggle work and school

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION AUG. 16-22, 2013
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Attention College Students:  
Five Towns College in Dix Hills in-
vites you to apply for the Fall semes-
ter during their Enrollment Weeks 
August 12-30 between 9 am and 4 
pm.  We welcome new and trans-

fer students to bring in copies of 
your transcripts for an on the spot 
evaluation.  No appointment is nec-
essary and your application fee will 
be waived on these special days!  
Five Towns College offers you the 
most exciting degree programs for 
today’s hottest careers such as Mu-
sic, Music Business, Filmmaking, 
Audio Recording Technology, The-
atre Arts, Broadcasting, Childhood 

& Music Teacher Education and 
more.  At Five Towns we provide 
our students hands-on-training in 
our state-of-the-art facilities and 
the specialized classes you’ll need 
to get the job you want after gradu-
ation.  Scholarships and Financial 
Aid are still available so contact an 
Admissions Representative today 
at 631-656-2110.  Private tours of the 
campus are available upon request.  
For more information check out 
our website at www.ftc.edu and see 
why Five Towns College is the right 
choice for you!  Hurry, It’s Not Too 

Late To Apply, classes start Sep-
tember 3rd!

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Five Towns College Announces 
August Enrollment Weeks

Picking a career path 
in which to wisely in-
vest your education 

dollars can be tricky, espe-
cially if you don’t want to 
graduate with a pile of debt 
and no job offer. But there’s 
one profession to consider 
that can’t be outsourced or 
replaced: beauty and well-
ness.

Many industries are ex-
periencing job losses and 
cuts to wages, but the U.S. 
Labor Department reports 
that personal care and ser-
vice occupations are grow-
ing. The department’s 2010 
10-year projection antici-
pated the industry to grow 
by 27 percent, adding more 
than 1.3 million jobs.

“Beauty careers change 
lives and make people feel 
good about themselves in-
side and out,” explains Ly-
nelle Lynch, president of 

Bellus Academy, an elite 
beauty and cosmetology 
school in San Diego that 
offers award-winning ca-
reer training and multiple 
license programs. “A bad 
economy doesn’t eliminate 
that basic need.”

Whether you plan to 
become a hair stylist, 
nail technician, estheti-
cian, massage therapist, or 
owner of a spa or salon, a 
high-quality education can 
prepare you for a premium 
career in a thriving indus-

try.
“Look for a beauty 

school that positions gradu-
ates with the latest proto-
cols, marketing, fi nancial 
literacy, and goal-setting 
skills necessary to be lead-
ers,” says Lynch, whose el-
evated academic approach 
has redefi ned academia for 
modern beauty students. 

If you’re looking to break 
into the beauty industry, 
here are some career tips to 
consider:

• It takes more than tech-
nical training to be suc-
cessful. Take advantage of 
courses your program offers 
that develop business, per-
sonal, and marketing skills.

• Leave your program 
with real world experience. 
Schools such as Bellus part-
ner with top salons and spas 
to place students in elite 
externships or work with 

industry icons at special 
events. This is an opportu-
nity to network and gain in-
sight into the professional 
industry.

• Get a great return on 
your educational invest-
ment by opting for a school 
with career services. For 
example, Bellus Academy 
offers resume assistance 
and job-interview prepara-
tion to students and alumni 
and updates its job listings 
weekly. The school also pre-
pares students to pass ex-
ams for licensure or inter-
national certifi cation.

• Financing your train-
ing doesn’t have to break 
the bank. Like degree pro-
grams in medicine or law, 
there are opportunities like 
scholarships through the 
“Beauty Changes Lives” 
program and students can 
meet with fi nancial aid pro-

fessionals to review what 
aid they qualify for.  

• A beauty career is fl ex-
ible and travels well. Con-
sider gaining an interna-
tional certifi cate to take 
your skills abroad.

“With traditional career 
paths losing some of their 
luster during the down-
turn, beauty has become es-
pecially attractive, offering 
fl exibility and a human con-
nection,” says Steve Reiss, 
vice president of Modern 
Salon Media.

If beauty is your pas-
sion, you’re in luck. The 
industry attracts caring, 
entrepreneurial individu-
als with a mission to make 
a difference through beauty 
and wellness. Even in un-
certain economic times, it’s 
an industry that’s proven to 
thrive and grow.

— State Point

How to turn your passion into a career
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Enrollment Week    August 19 -23     9 am - 4 pm
Five Towns College

• No Appointment Necessary • Scholarships Are Still Available • Bring Your Transcripts With You

As more overseas 
production opera-
tions return to the 

United States, enrollment 
in trade schools continues 
to rise. Despite high levels 
of unemployment, domestic 
manufacturing companies 
are fi nding it diffi cult to fi ll 
positions, thanks in part to 
an attitudinal shift over the 
years wherein young people 
did not consider manufac-
turing a respectable or at-
tractive trade.

Such attitudes are start-
ing to change, as indicated 
by the surging enrollment 
at trade schools. The Dun-
woody College of Technol-
ogy in Minneapolis, for 
example, is experiencing 
its highest enrollment in 
years, with students young 
and old looking to take ad-
vantage of the growing 
number of available manu-
facturing positions. Thanks 
to high demand, the school 

has even introduced a six-
month certifi cate program 
for the fi rst time in its his-
tory.

Many manufacturers 
have bemoaned the lack of 
qualifi ed machinists to fi ll 
positions, and those manu-
facturers are emphasizing 
that today’s machinists 
must be computer literate 
and be skilled in computer-

aided design and engineer-
ing. That increased de-
mand for skilled workers 
has driven up their wages. 
In fact, a 2012 study from 
Georgetown University’s 
Center for Education and 
the Workforce noted that 
63 percent of workers with 
associate’s degrees in the 
fi elds of science, technol-
ogy, engineering, or man-

ufacturing earned more 
money than the average 
person with a bachelor’s de-
gree in the humanities or 
social sciences.

As trade schools con-
tinue to benefi t from the 
return of manufacturing 
jobs, recent college gradu-
ates continue to fi nd a job 
market that is less than 
welcoming. Analysis of 
government data for the 
Associated Press found 
that in early 2012 half of re-
cent college graduates were 
either unemployed or un-
deremployed (working in 
positions unrelated to their 
degree).

Such a reality has been 
advantageous to trade 
schools, which have be-
come an increasingly at-
tractive option for the 
masses of unemployed men 
and women. 

— Metro Creative 
Connections

Trade school enrollment on the rise
Some 63 percent of workers with 

associate’s degrees in the fi elds of 
science, technology, engineering, or 
manufacturing earned more money 

than the average person with a 
bachelor’s degree in the humanities 

or social sciences.
Georgetown University’s Center for Education, 2012
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an associate’s LPN degree. 
But others opt for an EMT 
or community health work-
er certificate.

“The thing about the 
health program is it’s a 
nice ladder to other things,” 
said Ferdinand. “You can 
get an associate’s or go for a 
certificate program, which 
you can complete in under 
six months.”

LaGuardia also pro-
vides students with the 
opportunity to follow a sci-
ence or business track. 

Across town at Queens 
College, the Adult Colle-
giate Education program 
also focuses on the older, 
non-traditional students. 
But at the Flushing campus, 
these students are a bit fur-
ther along in their careers 
and lives, but still lack an 
undergraduate degree. 

“So many of our stu-
dents have tried this at one 
point and have even earned 
credits,” said Richard Ad-
ams, director of Queens 

College’s ACE program. 
“They have the motivation 
to return to school, but this 
is a monumental task and 
they may be apprehensive.”

To help alleviate some 
of their students’ concerns, 
Queens College’s ACE pro-
gram, which is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this 
year, keeps older learners 
together for their first few 
classes, said Adams. Once 
they earn those initial cred-
its, students then fan out 
across campus to the vari-
ous departments to earn 
their bachelor’s degrees.

“It’s great for them 
to be together for the first 
eight or so courses,” said 
Adams. “They feel like 
they’re ready to tackle their 
degree programs.”

ACE also allows its 
students to transfer up to 
36 life achievement credits 
toward a bachelor’s. For ex-
ample, said Adams, some-
one who has worked for a 
large CPA firm has mas-
tered college level account-
ing skills and, once they 

put a portfolio together on 
past projects, earns credit 
for those achievements. 

Although Queens Col-
lege’s ACE program has 
changed since 1963 — when 

many of the applicants took 
advantage of free tuition 
and attended classes just for 
the sake of learning — older 
students still must main-
tain a balance between fam-

ily, work and school. 
Adams believes the 

ACE program helps its stu-
dents achieve that. 

“Queens College offers 
a quality education and a 

great price,” said Adams. 
“And the ACE program 
focuses on adult students 
who are different from tra-
ditional students and who 
need more flexibility.”

Continued from Page 31

OLDER STUDENTS 

Students in LaGuardia Community College’s Bridge to College and Careers program analyze a case scenario from a magazine article.
  Photo courtesy Atul Gawande

Want a job that runs 
both hot and cold?

According to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics’s 2004 “Occupational 
Outlook Handbook,” heating 
and air-conditioning techni-
cian is the fastest-growing 
occupation for job seekers 
with a technical degree or 
formal apprenticeship train-
ing. What are the hours? 
What does it pay? What’s 
an HVAC? Here’s what you 
need to know to land this in-
demand position.

The work
Picture Orlando, Fla., 

without air conditioned of-
fi ce buildings, or Minneap-
olis, minus heated homes, 
and you’ll understand 
why this job is in demand. 
Heating and cooling tech-
nicians, also called HVAC 
(heating, ventilating and 

air conditioning) techni-
cians, install commercial 
and residential systems, 

including: fuel and wa-
ter supply lines, air ducts, 
vents and pumps. Furnace 

maintenance is a summer 
job to replace fi lters, ducts 
and other system com-
ponents that accumulate 
harmful impurities during 
the winter. In the late fall, 
air conditioning mechan-
ics complete essential up-
keep, such as overhauling 
compressors and checking 
Freon levels. Technicians 
generally specialize in in-
stallation or maintenance 
and repair, however, most 
are adept at both.

The training
Equipment is expensive, 

so employers hire candidates 
with a technical degree from 
a postsecondary trade school, 
junior/community college, 
or the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Programs run six months 
to two years, and students 
study design, electronics and 
the basics of installation, 

maintenance and repair. 
Apprenticeship programs 
are run in cooperation with 
the Arlington, Va,-based Air 
Conditioning Contractors of 
America, the National As-
sociation of Plumbing-Heat-
ing-Cooling Contractors in 
Falls Church, Va, or similar 
local groups. Running three 
to fi ve years, these programs 
combine on-the-job training 
with classroom education. 
Many technicians still learn 
the trade by shadowing expe-
rienced workers.

The skills
Inclement weather makes 

business boom and techni-
cians swoon: Employers are 
looking for those who are 
able to work in extreme heat 
and cold, as well as those 
able to work in awkward 
and cramped spaces. Safety 
is the biggest issue, so make 

sure to emphasize a cautious 
nature and diligent use of 
proper safety equipment.

The boss
Nearly half of the 249,000 

technicians worked for heat-
ing and cooling contractors 
in 2002, while another 15 per-
cent were self-employed.

The hours
Forty hours a week is ex-

pected, but during summer 
and winter peaks, expect 
plenty of overtime. On-call 
technicians will work eve-
nings and weekends — peo-
ple won’t wait on comfort.

The pay
Per-hour wage ranges be-

tween $10.34 and $26.20 an 
hour, with a national aver-
age of $16.78 per hour.

— Metro Creative 
Connections

Hot job: Heating and cooling technician
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German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
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If your image of manufac-
turing involves a string 
of white-coated workers 

hunched over an assembly 
line, welcome to the club. 

“The perception most 
people have of manufactur-
ing dates back 30, maybe 50 
years,” says Terry Iverson, 
president of Iverson and Co., 
a machine tool provider in 
Des Plaines, Ill. When most 
of us weren’t looking, com-
puters reinvented the pro-
cess. And, while “you still 
have people who can pro-
cess and check the parts, 
program the machines and 
monitor the process,” Iver-
son says, silicon chips — not 
line workers — are the heart 
of manufacturing.

Enter the machinist — 
or, more accurately, the com-
puterized numerical control 
machinist, says Dan Kiraly, 
director of education for the 
Tooling and Manufacturing 
Association in Chicago.

“Today, it’s all computer-
driven,” says Kiraly. That’s 
changed the role and skill 
set of machinists. Those who 
use machine tools to produce 
precision metal parts now 
rely on computer programs 
and high-tech tools.

Outlook: 
Kiraly compares what’s 

happened in machining to 
the changes in American 
farming. 

“Back in the 1800s, thou-
sands of people worked on 
farms,” he says. But with 
machinery and advance-
ments, one person can do 
the work that once required 
50 or 60 people. In manufac-
turing, he says, “the advent 
of [computerized numerical 
control] for wire cutting and 
so many different processes, 
means you actually don’t  
need as many people to do 
the work anymore.”

Although non-skilled 
manufacturing and machin-
ist jobs have virtually dis-

appeared, say Iverson and 
Kiraly, there’s a big need for 
people with computerized 
numerical control machin-
ing skills. There may not be 
a lot of jobs, but anyone will-
ing to learn the skills — and 
keep learning as technology 
changes — can replace retir-
ing machinists. 

The routine: Machinists 
fi rst may review electronic 
specifi cations for a job and 
then select tools and mate-
rials. They position materi-
als into the tool and ensure 
that the machine and com-
puter work in sync and that 
the process moves smoothly. 
The machinist may oversee 
and troubleshoot produc-
tion of a small number of 
very specifi c and important 
parts, like those destined for 
use in airplanes, or produce 
large quantities of a single 
part, such as a simple bolt.

Training: 
Vocational schools, com-

munity colleges or appren-
ticeship programs train ma-
chinists.

“They spend a lot of time 
getting basics such as geo-
metric tolerancing, process-
ing of parts, or computer pro-
gramming,” says Iverson. 
Some also learn on the job, 
but it’s hard for manufactur-
ers to afford the downtime 
needed for training, says 
Kiraly, so the more skills a 
machinist can get in educa-
tion programs, the better. 

“Employers want some-
one who can hit the ground 
running,” he says. Many 
states and community col-
leges have certifi cate pro-
grams that give you the ba-
sic skill set.

Tool kit: 
Aside from the specifi c 

skills you’ll learn in train-
ing, a good grasp of math 
and chemistry help.

“Be able to work in teams 
and to do some basic prob-

lem-solving,” says Kiraly. He 
adds that employers are look-
ing for people who are re-
sponsive and who take pride 
in their work. Accuracy and 
precision are essential.

Ups and downs: 
You have to accept that 

the technology behind your 
job will continue to change 
and be willing to adapt and 
train as needed. Although 
computers are a big part of 
machining now, it’s still a 
hands-on job, says Kiraly.

“That’s what I enjoyed 
about the trade,” he says. “I 
enjoy creating things.”

The money: 
Pay varies depending 

on region, experience, and 
type of manufacturing. 
Kiraly says that comput-
erized numerical control 
machinists in the Chicago 
area can make $26 to $30 an 
hour, but it’s higher there 
than in other regions and 
at the top of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistic range for 
2008. The Bureau average is 
closer to about $18 an hour. 
Manufacturing the Future 
says machinists make an 
annual salary of $38,043.

The way there: 
Iverson says Project 

Lead the Way — and other 
programs across the coun-
try designed to engage more 
students in science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math fi elds — can help high 
school students get started 
in manufacturing careers.

“Anyone interested in 
science and math would be 
very good in manufactur-
ing,” he says. Kiraly says 
state workforce boards can 
point you to training pro-
grams. “And if you’re un-
employed, some may help 
pay for training.”

— Metro Creative 
Connections

Role of machinist evolving
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The United States Ten-

nis Association will install 
a retractable roof over 
its main stadium to curb 
Mother Nature’s influence 
over the US Open, officials 
announced this week.

Rain delays have long 
plagued the two-week tour-
nament, held at the Billie 
Jean King National Tennis 
Center in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, affecting 
several finals matches over 
the years.

But the new roof, an 
estimated $100 million ad-
dition to Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium, will ensure things 
run smoothly in the future.

“We have been work-
ing toward a viable design 
for a roof on Arthur Ashe 
Stadium for more than a de-
cade,” said USTA President 
Dave Haggerty. “Through a 
long and arduous process, 
we feel that we now have a 
design that meets the crite-
ria of being architecturally 
sound, aesthetically pleas-
ing, reasonably affordable 
and buildable.”

The rain shield will 
be made of a special kind 
of fabric and supported by 
eight steel supports sur-
rounding the stadium, 
USTA officials said.

The project is part of 
a $550 million renovation 
the USTA is undertaking at 
the site at its own expense, 
which will also feature two 
new stadiums and will pro-

ceed in three phases.
Phase 1 will commence 

after this year’s Open and 
will also include shifting a 
series of practice and tour-
nament courts to allow for 
more viewing platforms 
and the construction of ad-
ditional nets.

The second phase of 
the renovations will fea-
ture a new 8,000 Granstand 
Stadium in the southwest 
corner of the property 
along with relocating some 
of the field courts and the 
construction of a new food 
court and merchandise lo-
cations, according to the 
association.

Lastly, the third phase 
of the project will involve 
the construction of the 
15,000-seat Louis Arm-
strong Stadium.

In total, work is ex-
pected to last until 2018.

“We have an aggres-
sive construction agenda 
for the entire National 
Tennis Center, with a new 

Grandstand Court built in 
time for the 2015 US Open, 
new retractable roof over 
Arthur Ashe Stadium by 
2017 and a new Louis Arm-
strong Stadium opening for 
the 2018 US Open,” USTA 
Executive Director Gordon 
Smith said in a statement. 
“We recognize there are 
many known, and certain-
ly many unknown, hurdles 
we will have to confront to 
meet this schedule. We are 
ready for the challenge and 
hope we can achieve it.”

Opponents of the 
USTA’s recent 0.680-acre 
expansion into Flushing 
Meadows said the renova-
tions mean more construc-
tion days that affect park-
goers.

“There are very few 
rain days they have any-
way. It’s not Wimbledon,” 
said Geoffrey Croft, of New 
York City Park Advocates. 
“This is just showing their 
further encroachment into 
the park.”

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE
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School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
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Editorial and Design
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Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

A USTA employee sweeps water on the promenade of Arthur Ashe 
Stadium after a brief rain delay in 2011.

USTA plans rain roof
for Arthur Ashe court

able housing, and better 
health care for all Queens 
residents,” she said in a 
statement.

But following the nice-
ties, the former council-
woman sought to put dis-
tance between herself and 
her lone competitor.

“For my part, I will 
spend the next 27 days 
continuing to spread the 
word about the clear choice 

facing voters in this race 
— between my progres-
sive plan for better health 
care and high-paying jobs 
in Queens, and Peter Val-
lone’s extreme, Conserva-
tive Party-backed views on 
core issues like women’s 
health care and marriage 
equality.”

Vallone’s camp re-
sponded in kind to Katz.

“The only real choice 
facing voters is Vallone’s 
plan for a safer and more 
prosperous borough and 
Melinda Katz’s plan to turn 

it into Manhattan by sell-
ing out to her developer 
friends,” said spokesman 
Andrew Moesel.

Avella is the third 
Democrat to drop out of 
the race. Director of Com-
munity Board Barry Gro-
denchick, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
and City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
have all bowed out.

The winner of the pri-
mary will face Republican 
Tony Arcabascio in No-
vember.

Continued from Page 24 

Avella
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BY LISA AUTZ

Take advantage of the 
last warm summer nights 
with free outdoor movies 
across Queens. 

On almost every day 
of the week parks, shop-
ping malls and even bars 
are screening movies for 
every age and taste. Op-
tions include catching the 
Hitchcock classic “North 
by Northwest” on the grass 
at Cunningham Park, a 
goofy flick like “Team 
America” in the backyard 
of Hell Gate Social bar or 

discovering a new inter-
national film at Socrates 
Sculpture Park. 

The rolling grassy 
knolls in Queens parks 
make for a movie night un-
der the stars with incred-
ible city views.  

Astoria Park attracts 
visitors from Manhattan 
as well as Queens for its 
skyline settings and movie 
showings. The park has 
been screening free films 
in the summer for more 
than five years and has 
been known for movies that 
are both thought-provoking 

and family-appropriate. 
“We choose quintes-

sential New York movies 
and our family movies 
have to be good quality 
and there has to be a mor-
al to the story 
that opens up 
discussion for 
families,” said 
Marie Torniali, executive 
director at Central Astoria 
Local Development Coali-
tion Inc. Every Monday at 
8:30 p.m., the park is cov-
ered with about 3,000 peo-
ple equipped with picnic 
blankets and beach chairs. 

Coming attractions include 
“Annie” and “Juno.”

Just down the road a 
bit from Astoria Park, sits 
Long Island City’s Socrates 
Sculpture Park, which each 

summer prom-
ises quality cul-
tural films and 
cuisine. The 

15th annual International 
Film, Music, Dance, and 
Food festival offers a for-
eign sampling from coun-
tries like Turkey, Chad, 
Romania and South Korea 
every Wednesday night at 
the park. 

Wednesday will fea-
ture a French film, “Glean-
ers and I,” which comments 
on the survival of art in a 
consumer society. Nearby 
French restaurants and 
French musicians or danc-
ers will give the audience a 
greater sense of the film’s 
cultural background. It 
has also been a way for the 
park to give back to the 
community. 

“It is our way of reach-
ing out to restaurants that 
might be new to the area. 
We also want to extend and 
bolster the economy in the 

area,” said Shaun Leon-
ardo, director of public 
programming at Socrates 
Sculpture Park.

Leonardo still is 
surprised at the eclectic 
crowds the film series 
reels in.

“We had a Kazakhstan 
movie here and a huge com-
munity of Kazakhstan peo-
ple came out. That’s Queens 
for you,” said Leonardo. “We 
choose critically acclaimed 
but under-seen foreign film 
classics that highlight the 
diversity of Queens.”

Continued on Page 40

Up to 3,000 people gather at Astoria Park on Mondays during the summer for free movie nights.  Photo courtesy Central Astoria Local Development Coalition Inc. 

For Movie Listings 
see Page 38
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FILM

Movie Night in Astoria 
Park — Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition presents 
free movies Monday nights in 
Astoria Park.  Aug. 19: “Annie,” 
Aug. 26: “Juno”
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm, 
through Aug. 26.
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, Shore 
Boulevard, between Hell Gate 
Bridge and the pool, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.centralastoria.org

Outdoor Cinema at Socrates 
Sculpture Park — Every 
Wednesday evening at 
sunset, weather permitting, 
Outdoor Cinema presents 
an international festival of 
open-air cinema, music, dance 
and food. Each fi lm begins with 
performances by local musicians 
and dancers that celebrate the 

culture of the fi lm. 
When: Wednesdays through Aug. 
21, 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Movies on the Green — The 
Shops at Atlas Park presents 
free movie nights for the whole 
family. Aug. 21: “The Karate Kid” 
(1984), Aug. 28: “Despicable Me”
When: Wednesdays through Aug. 
28, 8:30 pm
Where: The Shops at Atlas Park, 
8000 Cooper Ave., Glendale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 326-3300
Website: www.shopatlaspark.com

Movies Under the Stars — 
Friends of Cunningham Park and 
City Councilman Mark Weprin 

Answers in Sports

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listings of 

events happening in Queens, check the 
Times Ledger website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

present Movies Under the Stars 
Month throughout August. Aug. 
22: “Les Miserables,” Aug. 29: 
“Kinky Boots”
When: Thursdays through Aug. 
29, 8 pm
Where: Cunningham Park, 196-
20 Union Turnpike, Hollis
Cost: Free
Website: www.
friendsofcunninghampark.org

EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical Gardens 
outside the Gardens’ fence on 
Dahlia Avenue near Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 

Continued on Page 42
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HAPPY HOURS
from 

from 

beginning 
RHYTHM & BREWS

from 
LADIES NIGHT

beginning  

           FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

BY SUZANNE PARKER

It’s hard to say which 
is more impressive at Cuci-
no A Modo Mio in Corona, 
the Calabrian-style Italian 
food or the site specific folk 
art installation that passes 
for decor here.  It’s kitschy 
and wonderful, or maybe 
wonderfully kitschy.  

You enter this wonder-
land through a pizzeria.  Pen-
etrate a little deeper and it’s 
a bar.  The rear houses a sit-
down restaurant.  Through-
out the space, the walls are 
lovingly hand-fabricated of 
brick and bamboo to accom-
modate myriad recesses, 
precisely designed to accom-
modate specific collections 
of tchotkes.  There are mul-
tiple round niches for wagon 
wheels, and rectangular 
ones for groupings of every-
thing from wooden kegs and 
pottery crocks to the seven 
dwarfs and items sporting 
Holstein cow motifs.  No op-
portunity for display is over-
looked.  The ceiling is hung 
with rows of baskets, bells, 
jugs and mugs.

Care for a bottle of wine 
with your meal?  There is a 
nice selection of mostly Ital-
ians at varying price points.  
In keeping with the afore-
mentioned theme, the wine 
list is presented as a label on 
a gargantuan wine bottle.

But fear not, there’s 
nothing gimmicky about the 
food.  It’s traditional Italian 
fare, using mostly imported 

Italian or house-made in-
gredients.  There is a piz-
zeria menu, which includes 
a selection of both standard 
and exotic pies, and the usu-
al pizzeria heros and plates.  
The ristorante menu boasts 
Calabrese-style appetizers, 
pastas and entrees.  If you sit 
in the dining room, you can 
order from either or both 
menus, or the whiteboard 
specials of the day.

Instead of the stan-
dard hot antipasto/cold an-
tipasto choice, you can try a 
sampling of Calabrian spe-
cialties.  The Mixto a Modo, 
which deviates slightly by 
whim of the chef, offers 
house-made fresh cheeses, 
eggplant, potato and sau-
sage croquettes, nduja (a 
spicy Calabrese cured sau-
sage), sautéed red onion, 
sautéed eggplant, Parme-
san, and maybe something 
else the chef thought was 
good that day.  The nduja is 
memorable.  It is like pep-
peroni, but less dry, and 

even more garlicky.  
Sinfully rich Burrata 

with Speck and pineapple 
was a special antipasto, 
the saltiness of the meat 
and acidity of the pineapple 
marrying perfectly with 
the creamy cheese.  Even 
when not listed as a special, 
Burrata Caprese is always 
on the menu.

Cavatelli Primavera, 
another special, was a bit 
of a surprise.  Instead of 
the brightly colored, ten-
der crisp veggies we antici-
pated, we got thoroughly 
caramelized onions and 
bits of tomato, eggplant and 
pepper that had been sau-
téed into submission.  The 
handmade cavatelli, were 
dense and chewy.  It would 
have been a comforting 
dish on a chilly winter’s 
night, but not at all evoca-
tive of spring, or summer 
for that matter.  This must 
be the Calabrese way.

The list of entrees is 

A Calabrian fantasyland 
located right in Corona
Cucino A Modo Mio serves old-world Italian fare 

among some rather unconventional surroundings

Price Range: Entrees: 
$18—22, Pizza small: $9—18, 

large: $20-35
Cuisine: Pizza and 

Calabrian-style Italian
Setting: Alice in Tchotkeland

Service: Friendly and 
accommodating

Hours: Monday - Thursday 
11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Friday - 

Saturday 11 a.m. - Midnight; 
Sunday 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar

Parking: Small lot in rear, 
valet on weekends

Dress: Casual
Children: Perfect for kids

Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: Coming soon

Cucino A Modo Mio
51-01 108 St. • Corona, NY 11368 • (718) 271-4300

Continued on Page 42

The eclectic decor at Cucina A Modo Mio in Corona includes a vari-
ety of folk art objects. Photo by Suzanne Parker
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PRODUCTIONS

“Les Misérables” — The JC 
Players offer the borough’s 
second production of the iconic 
musical based on Victor Hugo’s 
novel. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 17, 8 pm 
and Sunday, Aug. 18, 3 pm
Where: Community United 
Methodist Church, 75-15 
Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
on Sunday matinees only, $12/
children 12 and under
Contact: www.jcplayers.com/

contactus.html

“The Wedding Singer” 
— Return to a time of big 
shoulder pads and bigger hair 
in 1980s New Jersey with the 
musical version of the Adam 
Sandler comedy. Following 
performances on Friday and 
Sunday night, the Secret 
Theatre will morph into an ’80s 
dance party. On Sunday nights, 
dress in your best ’80s outfi ts 
and get discounted tickets to 
the show. 
When: Through Aug. 24, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm; Sunday at 7 pm, 

Sunday matinees Aug. 17 and 
Aug. 24 at 3 pm.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Play On!” — The First String 
Players take on Rick Abbot’s 
comedy about a theater group 
trying to put on a play while 
everything that can go wrong 
does. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 17, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-
01 Kessel St., Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 268-6143
Website: fi rststringplayers.org

 34.  Pi follower

 35.  Pulls

 37.  Well-worn

 38.  Once around the track

 39.  Olive ___ (army  

  uniforms)

 40.  Plumper

 41.  Type of audience

 44.  Meal starter

 45.  Met productions

 47.  Like clocks with hands

 48.  Afire

 49.  The Gipper's grippers

 52.  Jump for joy

 53.  Leave the straight and  

  narrow

 55.  Line to the audience

 58.  Riot spray

 59.  Fraternal fellows

 61.  Naval rank: Abbr.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 16-22, 2013

By Ed Canty

Ritter & Others
Across

 1.  Without delay, for short
 5.  Buttonholes, usually
 10.  Epiphany figures
 14.  Chutzpah
 15.  Fortuneteller's card
 16.  Skelton's Kadiddlehopper
 17.  To___(exactly)
 18.  French romance
 19.  Eyesore
 20.  Arlington pitcher ?
 23.  "O Sole ___"
 24.  Alpine orphan of literature
 25.  Hoss-drawn vehicle
 26.  Election winners
 27.  Reply: Abbr.
 28.  Court ploy
 31.  Hardly Mr. Nice Guy
 33.  Go back (to)
 36.  Kiss
 37.  Popular game on TV
 40.  Look over
 42.  In the direction of
 43.  Body work?
 46.  Hot springs
 47.  Compass doodle
 50.  Decide
 51.  Mimics
 54.  Humdrum
 56.  Colorado Indian
 57.  A no-no when driving
 60.  Goodyear product
 62.  In the boondocks
 63.  Hipbones
 64.  Fifty-fifty
 65.  "Alas and ___!"
 66.  Word of warning
 67.  Cincinnati nine
 68.  Eye sores
 69.  Breakfast staple

Down

 1.  First name in mysteries

 2.  Shiny fabric

 3.  "Dynasty" cigarillo smoker

 4.  Beg

 5.  Christmas tree topper

 6.  Tibetan priest

 7.  Driving needs

 8.  Like some luck

 9.  Fishing spot

 10.  1,400, to Caesar

 11.  Can type

 12.  Spring signs

 13.  Levies, as a tax

 21.  Proctor ___ appliances

 22.  Highball ingredient

 29.  Lab eggs

 30.  Superlative

 32.  Lying, maybe

 33.  Monthly expense

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SPECTACULAR
S A S S F L A T G M T
I G L O O L A V E T R I O
G R A N D J U R O R R A N T
H A W A I I D I S T A N C E

T U B A D E R I D E
L I G A M E N T R U N T
O R R S T O P S E E D S
C O A S T E R A S E T U P
I N N E R D O P E O A R

D E E D S U D D E N L Y
A F R A I D A G A R

T W O E D G E D E M B L E M
B A R S G R A N D P I A N O
A R K S E M I T S U M O S
R E S R A S H M A S T

Film buffs can also 
check out global flicks near 
the crash of the ocean at 
Rockaway Civic Beach Flix’s 
Queens World Film Festival 
Night. After some destruc-
tion from Hurricane Sandy, 
board members agreed to 
return the beach movie se-
ries. The Queens World Film 
Festival Night will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 17 and 
features independent films 
from around the world as 

well as local directors. The 
beach movie organization 
also screens weekly movies 
every Friday, the next one 
being “Moonrise Kingdom” 
on Aug. 23. 

For a shopping fix and 
a free flick, Atlas Park in 
Glendale offers movies on its 
lawn after a long day at the 
stores. This summer is the 
first year for the film series 
and the event has been at-
tracting a bigger crowd each 
week. The first showing had 
only about 100 people, but 

has grown to about 500 at the 
last movie event, according 
to Peter DeLucia, marketing 
manager at Atlas Park. 

“We choose movies 
geared towards kids like 
the original Karate Kid 
and Pirates of the Carib-
bean,” said DeLucia who 
explains that the film se-
ries is part of the park’s at-
tempt to re-engage with the 
community by hosting five 
to six events a week includ-
ing fitness, concerts, and 
book events on the lawn.

Crocheron Park and 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park also offer free mov-
ies for the remainder of the 
summer.

Continued from Page 37

When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 

recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” in the 
subject line. Include contact 
information and how you might 
like to volunteer.

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.

The first “Despicable Me” plays as part of the Astoria Park outdoor film festival.  
Photo courtesy Central Astoria Local Development Coalition Inc.
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BY ALEX PALMER

After years of quiet, the West 
Side Tennis Club will rock once 
more. Based in Forest Hills, the 
stadium has not hosted a concert 
since the 1990s. 

But on Aug. 28, the venue’s 
managers will be dusting off its 
sound system and taking its mi-
crophone stands out of storage 
when the band Mumford & Sons 
headline a show there, for the first 
of what are expected to be numer-
ous events in coming months.

From 1915 to 1977, the venue 
enjoyed international prestige as 
the home of the US Open, with 
tennis greats, including Billie 
Jean King, Fred Perry, and Pan-
cho Gonzales, among those who 
played there. This prominence 
helped it to become a major con-
cert draw as well. 

The Beatles, The Rolling 
Stones, Janis Joplin, and Bob Dy-
lan have all played there. It was at 
the West Side Tennis Club where 
in July 1967, Jimi Hendrix opened 
for The Monkees with famously 
disastrous results. The teenybop-
per Monkees fans booed Hendrix, 

who responded by flipping the au-
dience the bird and storming off 
the stage.

But when the US Open moved 
to Flushing Meadows, the 16,000-
seat stadium began to lose its lus-

ter. It continued to host shows, but 
these became more sporadic and 
less attended. 

“It just petered out,” said Pat-
rick Confrey, spokesman for the 
Forest Hills Tennis Club. “The 

last show was a festival in the 
1990s that was sort of a negative 
experience for everyone involved, 
including the community, which 
is why it was the last one.” 

But under a new plan the 

venue will again be playing host 
to musical acts.  The Mumford & 
Sons show will be the only event 
this summer, but is the first of sev-
eral shows planned at the stadium 
over the next three years. While 
the building has passed all struc-
tural reviews, no major renova-
tions are expected before the first 
concert, according to Confrey.

“It’s a slow and steady thing,” 
he said. “When the show happens 
in August, it won’t be about the 
bells and whistles — it will be 
what you see is what you get.”

But going forward, he adds 
that the venue will be updated 
and renovated a phase at a time. 

The August show is unlikely 
to have such awkward moments 
as the Hendrix/Monkees pair-
ing. The folk rock band will be 
performing with two other Brit-
ish bands of similar sensibilities: 
Bear’s Den and The Vaccines.  But 
the rough charm of the venue will 
offer something of a historical ex-
perience all its own for attendees.

“It’s not going to be suites and 
boxes,” added Confrey. “You’ll be 
watching it like people watched 
The Doors in 1967.”

FH Tennis Stadium makes rock ‘n’ roll comeback

Marcus Mumford of Mumford & Sons performs at Lollapalooza earlier this month. The band is preparing to take the stage 
at the West Side Tennis Club. Photo by Steve Mitchell/Invision/AP

NEW!  
NOW OPEN 6PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM
All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness
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212-45 26 Ave • Bayside, NY 
SUN AUG 18 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT
A PET

CATS IN THE CRADLE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

Bay Terrace
Shopping Center

concise — one veal, one 
seafood, one chicken and 
one steak plus whatever 
daily special is being of-
fered.  The signature dish, 
veal scallopina bongusto 
is prepared with fresh 
asparagus, tomatoes and 
topped with fresh mozza-
rella.  At $18, it’s a great 
value for a veal dish.  
Won’t eat veal?  Get them 

to prepare it with chicken 
instead.  

Desserts are proudly 
displayed on the white-
board.  We were lucky 
enough to catch a tiramisu 
served as a pudding in a 
bowl rather than a cake.  
Yum.

The Bottom Line
Cucino A Modo Mio 

serves authentic Cala-

brese fare made with qual-
ity ingredients.  Their 
prices are affordable.  The 
surroundings are both 
charming and amusing.  
This is a place you can 
take a date or your family.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by 
e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.
com.

Continued from Page 39

Cucino A Modo Mio

6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — Free 
line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Summer Sundays at the Park 
— Enjoy concerts every Sunday 
afternoon at Jackson Heights’ 
Travers Park. 
When: Sundays at 3 pm through 
Aug. 25
Where: Travers Park, 78th 
Street between 34th Avenue and 
Northern Boulevard, Jackson 
Heights
Cost: Free

Z Hotel Concert Series — Live 
music on the outdoor roof 

featuring Walter Finley and 
guest artists every Thursday; 
International House Music DJs 
every Friday; Top 40 and mixed 
format with celebrity DJs during 
Skyline Saturdays
When: Through Sept. 5, 
Thursdays 7 pm - 11 pm; 
Saturdays starting at 7 pm
Where: Z Hotel, 11-01 43rd Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Thursdays, $10 cover 
includes one Z Cocktail
Contact: (212) 319-7000
Website: www.zhotelny.com

Warm Up 2013 — MoMA PS1 
returns with its annual outdoor 
music festival. Every Saturday, 
Warm Up introduces audiences 
to the best in experimental live 
music, sound and DJs. 
When: Saturdays through Sept. 
7, Noon - 9 pm
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Reading on the Green — The 
Queens Public Library will have 
books, arts and crafts and other 

educational games on Mondays 
at The Shops at Atlas Park.
When: Mondays through Aug. 
26, 10 am - Noon 
Where: The Shops at Atlas Park, 
8000 Cooper Ave., Glendale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 326-3300
Website: www.shopsatlaspark.
com

Design Zone Exhibit — Create 
a video game, practice your DJ 
skills or build a roller coaster 
while exploring how each uses 
math and science. 
When: Daily 10 am to 6 pm, 
through Sept. 1
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St. at Avenue 
of Science, Corona
Cost: Free with NYSCI regular 
admission, $11/adults, $8/children, 
students with ID and seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

First Sundays for Families 
— The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 38

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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The new owner of the 
cafe at Whitestone’s Le-
Harve on the Water is whip-
ping up unique menu items 
that are as good as the pic-
turesque view outside.

Logan O’Connor cut 
the ribbon on Logan’s Cafe 
in February, and diners 
who patronized previous 
iterations of the restaurant 
will be in for a pleasant sur-
prise.

Instead of run-of-the 
mill hotdogs, hamburg-
ers and bratwurst, the 20-
year-old has been serving 
eggplant burgers and fresh 
chicken wraps for residents 
of the expansive housing 
complex — along with those 
who have come from north-
east Queens just to sample 
the fare.

“Everything I make is 
all fresh,” said the lifelong 
Whitestone resident. “I 
don’t just buy frozen food 
and reheat it.”

One of O’Connor’s 
most popular creations this 
summer is the Texas wrap, 
which consists of a fried 
chicken cutlet, sauteed on-
ions, barbecue sauce and 
cheddar cheese wrapped in 
a tortilla.

The entrepreneur cut 
his teeth in several area 
kitchens before taking 

classes on both the culi-
nary arts and the business 
side of hospitality manage-
ment.

On a November day 
last year, he was visiting 
his grandparents, who live 
in the complex, and noticed 
on a bulletin board that the 
previous owner was shut-
tering the cafe.

The building is techni-
cally part of LeHarve and 
the complex brass wanted 
to keep a cafe on the spot, 
but needed a new tenant, 
which is when O’Connor 

had the idea of going into 
business for himself.

He would not be the 
first in his family to do so. 
The O’Connor clan seems 
to have a congenital aver-
sion to bosses. His father 
started his own balloon 
company before passing it 
on to O’Connor’s 21-year-old 
brother, Devon O’Connor, 
who also runs a civic orga-
nization called Welcome to 
Whitestone.

“There is nothing like 
working for yourself and 
having complete control 

over something that you 
love doing,” O’Connor said.

With a little help from 
the rest of his family, he be-
gan planning a menu and 
within months had redone 
the inside of the store and 
opened up shop.

His menu items are 
not always pre-planned, 
though.

One day earlier this 
year, a woman walked into 
the cafe and placed a rather 
unusual request that soon 
became a best-seller.

She knew O’Connor 

made his own crab cakes. 
She also knew he made 
crepes.

She wanted them 
combined, and soon a new 
O’Connor creation was 
born.

“‘That’s weird,’” the 
chef recalled thinking. 
“‘But I’ll do it.’ I made it 
for her, put it on the special 
board and then a bunch of 
people started ordering it. 
They said it was the best 
thing they’ve ever tasted.”

And sometimes the 
best side dish to a good 

meal is a good view.
“You have a perfect 

view of Fort Totten and Lit-
tle Bay Park,” he said.

The restaurant faces 
the Long Island Sound, 
where the Throgs Neck 
Bridge makes a long arc 
over the water, and is right 
next to the LeHarve pool.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

LeHarve cafe owner cooks up creative menu
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we now recognize as con-
stitutional violations, we 
must start with common 
sense reforms that protect 
the rights and safety of all 
New Yorkers,” Richards 
added.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg vetoed the Com-
munity Safety Act, and the 
council has until its next 
stated meeting Thursday to 
push forward with an over-
ride.

“As a supporter of the 
Community Safety Act, 
I applaud Judge Shira A. 
Scheindlin’s ruling on stop-
and-frisk,” said Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst). “I look 
forward to the benefits 
this ruling will bring to so 
many communities across 
our great City.”

Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria), a bor-
ough president candidate 
and one of Queens’ most 
vocal NYPD supporters, 

agreed with the mayor’s 
claim that Scheindlin was 
biased against the city 
from the start, and said the 
focus now should be on pro-
tecting the city within the 
guidelines she set.

 “Even this biased fed-
eral judge recognized the 
importance of stop-and-
frisk,” he said. “Specifical-
ly she said she doesn’t want 
to end it or end proactive 
policing. I agree with her 
on that”

Eastern Queens has 
been a hotbed of debate over 
stop-and-frisk, especially 
since two police unions 
began organizing against 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) for 
his support of the Commu-
nity Safety Act and former 
NYPD Capt Joseph Con-
cannon stepped forward to 
challenge the incumbent 
for his seat.

“This thoughtless de-
cision is coming from an 
out-of-touch ideologue who 
has no understanding of po-
licing and the crime fight-

ing tactics that made New 
York City the safest major 
city in the nation,” Concan-
non said. “Police officers do 
not engage in racial profil-
ing. They stop and question 
individuals about whom 
they have reasonable sus-
picion.”

Weprin said the judge’s 
decision did not change his 
view of the Community 
Safety Act, but did lend 
weight to his position on 
stop-and-frisk.

“The court stated what 
I’ve been saying all along: 
that stop-and-frisk is an ef-
fective tool to help reduce 
crime, when used proper-
ly,” he said. “New York City 
has abused stop-and-frisk 
and created mistrust in 
communities.”  

Council members Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
and Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) opposed leg-
islation that would open 
the NYPD to legal claims of 
profiling but supported an 
inspector general.

Continued from Page 4 

Frisk

the research institution 
would be, they said.

“Lessons learned 
here will also help other 
cities around the world as 
they face the challenges 
of a changing climate,” 
Bloomberg said.

He was joined by the 
Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development Shaun 
Donovan and the Secretary 
of the Interior Sally Jewell.

Jewell said “green in-
frastructure” — the use 
of plants and other natu-
ral vegetation to mitigate 

flooding and improve wa-
ter quality — in some ways 
offered better protection 
than “gray infrastructure” 
during Hurricane Sandy.

“I know the mayor is 
looking at this through a 
New York lens, but I am 
looking at this through a 
whole-country lens,” Jew-
ell said. “We have so much 
that we can learn right 
here in Jamaica Bay that’s 
going to help us build green 
infrastructure to address 
climate change, which is 
upon us.”

Jewell said assets like 
Jamaica Bay are not often 
found so close to a large 
population center.

“Having this green 

space right here, around 
New York, is rare,” she 
said. “So treasure it. We’ll 
be your partners in mak-
ing sure we take care of it, 
that we learn lots of lessons 
from this, that we teach it 
to young people throughout 
New York and New Jersey 
and the coastline, and that 
we all learn how to be part 
of a solution in changing 
climate.”

Bloomberg also an-
nounced the formal estab-
lishment of the new Jamai-
ca Bay-Rockaway Parks 
Conservancy, which will 
raise funds for the plan-
ning and development of 
Jamaica Bay’s waters and 
10,000 acres of parkland.

Continued from Page 5 

Jamaica Bay

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

Slain Marine remembered by relatives 
The family of a Hollis soldier killed in Afghanistan’s Helmand Province in 2009 is 
preparing to commemorate the fourth anniversary of the 26-year-old’s death Aug. 

17.
U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Leopold F. Damas had been on his third 

tour as a rifleman with Co. G, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 
Regimental Combat Team 3, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
when he died.

Damas’ mother, Queens Village resident Carol Damas, said, 
 “He did his job with honor, his men he led with pride, he was not 
afraid to fight, he was not afraid to die. He became a fallen hero and 
I ... a gold-star mom.”LEOPOLD DAMAS

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
City Councilman Eric 

Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) is 
working to pass a bill that 
addresses dangerous mold 
conditions in properties 
as a result of Hurricane 
Sandy.

Should the bill pass, the 
city Department of Health 
will have the authority to 
inspect abandoned and va-
cant properties for mold 
growth. If mold is present, 
the department can issue 
notices of violation. If the 
property owner does not 
comply and address the 
problem, the DOH will do 
the remediation and then 
bill the property owner.

“These homes are a 
public nuisance and blight 
on our communities,” Ul-
rich said in a statement. 
“You don’t have to be a sci-
entist or medical doctor to 
know how dangerous and 
unhealthy mold can be. 
I am optimistic that this 
legislation will force the 
banks and absentee land-

lords to take responsibility 
for these properties once 
and for all.”

Health impacts result-
ing from mold include ir-
ritation of the eyes, nose, 
throat or lungs as well as 
hay fever and asthma, ac-
cording to the state Depart-
ment of Health.

Jonathan Gaska, dis-
trict manager of Commu-
nity Board 14, said mold 
growth is a serious prob-
lem in the Rockaways. He 
said there are many prop-
erties, both residential and 
commercial that need to ad-
dress the problem.

“If you live next door, 
you’re concerned about 
breathing in the air,” he 
said.

He said that immedi-
ately after the storm, some 
property owners were 
ripped off when remedia-
tion companies did an in-
adequate job of actually 
removing the mold.

While many of the af-
fected properties are in 
foreclosure or abandoned, 

Gaska said many still have 
residents living in them.

He said the price of 
remediation is probably a 
factor for many property 
owners who have not had 
it done.

But he warned, “if 
you’re living in a home, 
that’s dangerous, it’s dan-
gerous.”

Gaska said there are 
government programs that 
can assist people with mold 
remediation.

Several of the chari-
ties who have raised funds 
for Sandy relief also list the 
service as one of the ways 
in which they continue to 
help storm victims.

Gaska likened the 
situation to a home with a 
crumbling foundation.

“Whether you can af-
ford to fix it or not, your 
house is going to collapse,” 
he said. “The government 
has to step in and be the 
adult in the room and say, 
‘Fix it or get out.’”

Hold landlords responsible for  
unsafe mold conditions: Ulrich
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (SRX/CTS $595 Bank Fee ) plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded.
No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At
Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest / Lease
Loyalty Offer $1,000/$2,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 08-31-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $419 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX
All-Wheel Drive

Luxury Collection
with Navigation

Driver Awareness
Package &

Compact Spare

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000 Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$419
All-Wheel Drive, Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows & Locks, Power
Mirrors, Power Seat, Bluetooth, Turn by
Turn Navigation, Forward Collision Alert,

Lane Departure Warning, Saftey Aleat
Seat, & Much More! MSRP $47,745

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive Coupe

1SB Package 

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down Payment!!!  

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment
& tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security
Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$299
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$179
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $179 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Bluetooth, Power Seat, Rear
Park Assist, Sideline Alert &
Much More! MSRP $23,975

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

SLE-2 
All-Wheel

Drive

$319
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $319 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2014GMC Acadia

Automatic, Air Conditioning,
Power Moonroof, Heated Seats,

Power Seats, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Rear Park

Assist & Much More! 
MSRP $40,800

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$269
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $269 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,200

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

All-Wheel Drive, Automatic, 
Air Conditioning, Power Windows, Power

Locks, Power Seats, Bluetooth, Remote
Start, Turn by Turn Navigation, Rear Park

Assist &  Much More. MSRP $41,700

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience

Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks,
Bose Surround System, Heated
Seats, Power Seats, 
Power Sunroof, Bluetooth 
& Much More! MSRP $35,490

BUICK

BUICK
Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!

REAL PRICES! REAL CARS! IN STOCK & READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  CTS
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Uriah Hall is torn over 

how he views his actions 
as a teenager. The up-and-
coming mixed-martial arts 
fighter believes he might 
not be about to step into 
the octagon as a member of 
Ultimate Fighting Champi-
onship for the first time if 
he had not fought back in 
response to being bullied 
growing up.

The 29-year-old Hall 
was born on the island 
of Jamaica before mov-
ing to Queens and attend-
ing Richmond Hill High 
School. There he dealt with 
adapting to a new environ-
ment and culture. He was 
picked on when he imme-
diately didn’t fit in. His 
answer was to fight back. 
Now that he knows better, 
Hall expresses some doubt 
about his decision to do so, 
but understands it was nec-

essary to lead him to where 
he is today.

“It was just learning 
how to handle it,” he said. 
“I guess I made some mis-
takes, but I don’t even know 
if it’s mistakes now. People 
were just trying to hurt 
me. My defense was to fight 
back even though I didn’t 
know how to fight. I guess 
that was the part of me 
telling me, ‘Hey, man, you 
should be a fighter.’”

That experience 
pushed Hall to learn to 
defend himself properly 
by taking up martial arts 
at Tiger Schulmann’s. He 
learned self-discipline, 
gained courage and discov-
ered a career path in MMA. 
He turned pro in 2005 and 
was recently the runner-
up on the UFC’s “Ultimate 
Fighter” reality show, 
where the tournament win-
ner gets a six-figure con-
tract with the company.

UFC was impressed 
enough to sign him despite 
his loss in the final. Hall is 
now set to take on veteran 
John Howard in a middle-
weight bout to launch the 
Fox Sports 1 network Sat-
urday at 7 p.m. in Boston. 
He wants to get back into 
the win column.

“I’m going to try to 
hurt him,” he said. “That’s 
what I’m planning on do-
ing. After that we can shake 
and hug.”

Hall feels he is coming 
into the bout with high ex-
pectations from the sport’s 
fans. He established him-
self as a competitor with 
highlight-reel knockout 
potential on “The Ultimate 
Fighter,” sending multiple 
opponents to the hospital.

That included a ridicu-
lous spinning heel kick that 
UFC President Dana White 
called “one of the nastiest 
knockouts” he’s ever seen. 

Hall knows it has added to 
the attention he gets, but 
also heightens the anticipa-
tion around his fights.

“I don’t want to feel 
like I am not living up to 
anyone’s expectations, but 
in a weird way I am kind of 
stuck,” he said. “So it’s like, 
‘Well, you got to do it.’”

Hall knows he needs 
to continue to improve as 
a fighter to have long-term 
success in the UFC. A win 
over Howard is the next 
step. Wanting to grow from 
bullying was the first.

“I think it paved the 
way for me to be a fighter 
because every day was like 
a fight, even going to school 
and dealing with all that 
stuff and not being able to 
handle it,” he said.

Now it is his opponents 
who have to worry about 
handling him.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rawle Alkins is em-

bracing his new role as one 
of the most recognizable 
names and talents in New 
York City high school bas-
ketball.

The Christ the King 
rising sophomore was vir-
tually an unknown in the 
five boroughs until late in 
the Royals’ run to the state 
Federation Class AA cham-
pionship last season. The 
Canarsie native returned 
from living in Florida to go 
from junior varsity player 
to key reserve to arguably 
the face of Christ the King 
basketball in less than a 
year.

So Alkins wasn’t sur-
prised when he was invited 
to play in the Big Strick 
Classic last weekend at 
Gaucho Gym in the Bronx. 
He called it an honor to be 
selected. The high school 
hoops all-star game honor-
ing the memory of street-

ball legend John Strick-
land features the best high 
school boys’ basketball 
player in the tri-state area 
against the top talent from 
around the country. He 
scored six points in Team 
New York City’s 126-110 win 
over Team USA.

“I work hard, man,” 
Alkins said. “I work out 
every day. I think I deserve 
it.”

The 6-foot-4, ultra-
athletic wing already has 
scholarship offers from 
Fordham, Villanova, Cin-
cinnati and Seton Hall and 
interest from Notre Dame 
and Miami. He scored 12 
points and grabbed seven 
rebounds in the Royals’ 
Federation title game win 
over Long Island Lutheran 
and treated that crowd to a 
ridiculous reverse dunk in 
transition that wowed the 
crowd at the Times Union 
Center.

Alkins said he would 
Continued on Page 49

Royals’ Alkins preps 
for hoops spotlight

Rich Hill grad joins UFC
Uriah Hall battled bullies as teen before learning self-defense

Uriah Hall (r.) kicks competitor Kelvin Gastelum in their middleweight fight at the Mandalay Bay Events Center earlier this year in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Photo by Josh Hedges/Zuffa LLC/Zuffa LLC via Getty Images

Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins takes the ball up for a dunk earlier 
this year. Photo by William Thomas
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Ryan Pearson thought 

the Nike Pro City champi-
onship had slipped away as 
the ball sailed through his 

hands under the basket.
The former Christ the 

King star and Far Rock-
away native had what ap-
peared to be an open shot 
blocked in the paint with 

his team leading by one 
with less than 20 seconds to 
play in overtime. Pearson, 
who scored nine points, 
saved the championship 
and himself on the next 
play. He poked away an in-
bound pass to Jai Lewis un-
der the basket and grabbed 
the ball just along the side-
line before it went out of 
bounds.

“The pass was kind of 
soft and he gave me an op-
portunity to jump on it,” 
Pearson said. “I just got my 
hands on it and chased it 
down.”

His Franchise/Sean 
Bell teammate Zamal Nix-
on, who scored a team-high 
25 points, was fouled and 
made two free throws to 
seal a thrilling 98-95 come-
back win over Big Apple 
Basketball in the Nike Pro 
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Block Shots

Haron Hargrave near-
ly gave up on the project he 
has poured so much of him-
self into.

The former Campus 
Magnet hoops star, nick-
named H2O on the New 
York City streetball circuit, 
began a basketball and mu-
sic showcase event back in 
2007 aimed at promoting 
nonviolence. The shootings 
of hip-hop artist Stacks 
Bundles and Sean Bell and 
the killing of good friend 
Mark Arrington in Hollis 
pushed him to give back in 
a positive way. Over time, it 
expanded from Queens Day 
to Queens Week, but this 
year its run nearly ended.

A poor team turnout 

for the event’s signature 
double-elimination men’s 
basketball tournament left 
Hargrave second-guessing 
whether to put the event 
on again. He thought he 
didn’t promote it as well as 
he had in the past and said 
six teams that left deposits 
canceled the day before the 

event. Many of them had 
played in Queens Week be-
fore.

“It was kind of a slap 
in the face for them not 
to be in the event,” Har-
grave said. “It made me re-
ally think about the whole 
thing, if I should continue 
it. It made me think twice 

about doing it.”
His original motiva-

tion to fight against nega-
tivity returned. Hargrave 
wasn’t going to let a little 
adversity stop him.

“I looked at myself 
and said, ‘Why would I let 
disappointment like that 
deter me from doing what I 

love?’” he said.
Queens Week returns 

to Roy Wilkins Park this 
weekend. Hargrave, who 
played his college ball at 
Sacramento State Univer-
sity before beginning a ca-
reer overseas, had to tweak 
things. He lowered the team 
entry fee to $375 and the 
winner’s prize to $4,000 and 
it has helped re-energize 
the tournament. He expects 
12 or more eight-player 
teams to compete. Many of 
the players taking part are 
regulars on the Nike street-
ball tournament, raising 
the level of play.

“I feel like it’s one 
of the most competitive 
tournaments out there,” 
Hargrave said. “People re-
ally take pride in winning 
Queens Week.”

That’s just the main 
event of the two days. 
There will be numerous 
up-and-coming musicians 
performing. Sunday, along 

with the men’s tournament 
final, will also feature a 
high school and youth boys’ 
all-star game and a wom-
en’s tournament to help 
showcase the talent in the 
Beautiful Ballers league, 
which has a franchise in 
Brooklyn.

The once-dejected 
Hargrave is again excited 
about the event, which has 
sponsors like the New York 
Knicks and Powerade, that 
is a celebration of music 
and basketball as a posi-
tive outlet for people’s tal-
ents. He is hoping to see it 
only continue to grow from 
here.

“It’s about building 
and getting everybody to 
come on,” Hargrave said. 
“I’m building to have peo-
ple showcase their abilities. 
I feel like it’s just a platform 
for people to get looked at 
and get seen.”

The Queens-based The Franchise/Sean Bell, which in-
cludes Ryan Pearson (l.), celebrates its Nike Pro City title. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Former Campus Magnet star Haron “H2O” Hargrave (c.) brings Queens Week back for its seventh-
straight year after nearly giving up on the event. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

CK’s Ryan Pearson leads 
Sean Bell team to victory 

Queens Week founder re-energizes tourney
Poor attendance last year leads director Hargrave to make changes in event at Roy Wilkins Park

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Jaquan McKennon is 

coming home to Queens to 
finish his high school bas-
ketball career.

The St. Albans native 
said he will not return to 
St. Raymond High School 
in the Bronx but attend 
Benjamin Cardozo next 
season. The 5-foot-9 guard 
cited a taxing commute to 
St. Ray’s as the reason. He 
nearly attended Cardozo 
out of eighth-grade and 
didn’t want to miss another 
chance to learn under long-
time Coach Ron Naclerio, 
who has produced guards 
like Rafer Alston and Dar-
ryl Hill, among others.

“Coach Naclerio is a 
living legend and a great 
guard coach,” McKennon 
said. “Before I was going 
to St. Raymond’s, that was 

a choice, too, coming into 
ninth-grade. I always had 
love for Cardozo.”

He was part of a stel-
lar sophomore class at St. 
Raymond along with Tory 
Ferguson and Luis Santos 

at St. Raymond that led the 
school to a second straight 
CHSAA Archdiocesan 
championship. Stepinac 
upset the Ravens in the 
CHSAA city quarterfinals. 

Former St. Raymond guard Jaquan McKennon (c.), a Queens na-
tive, will transfer to Cardozo for the upcoming season. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

St. Ray’s guard leaves Bronx 
for spot on Cardozo roster

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49
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City title game Aug. 8 at Ba-
ruch College. It was a mo-
ment of redemption for the 
6-foot-6 Pearson to help win 
the crown jewel of the city’s 
Nike summer ball circuit.

“I was upset at myself 
that I got my shot blocked 
on the previous play,” he 
said. “You always say to 
yourself you have to get it 
back.”

It completed a come-
back from 11 points down 
early in the fourth quarter 
for the undefeated Queens-
based program. Former St. 

Francis Prep star Rashad 
Bell added 10 points and 
Omar Cook, who played at 
CK and St. John’s Universi-
ty, had a key steal at the end 
of regulation to help Sean 
Bell tie to score at 92-92.

“We had to dig down 
deep and play real tough,” 
said Sean Bell Coach Rah 
Wiggins, who won in his 
first season coaching in the 
league.

For Pearson, the win 
was another big moment 
in his first year as a pro-
fessional. He played with 
Hoverla in the Ukraine 
this season after winning 
Colonel Athletic Associa-
tion Player of the Year at 

George Mason. Pearson 
averaged 15.6 points and 
6.6 rebounds per game for 
Hoverla last season. He will 
move up in competition and 
is looking forward to play-
ing for Maccabi Ashdod in 
Israel this coming year. He 
has only heard good things 
about playing there.

“I’ve never hear a bad 
report about [Israel],” Pear-
son said.

His Sean Bell team-
mates had plenty for him, 
too, and his big steal came 
when they needed it most.

“It was huge,” Nixon 
said. “I think that really 
sealed the game for us.”

McKennon has no ill feel-
ings for St. Ray’s, but just 
felt it was time to move 
on. He becomes the second 
high profile guard to leave 
the school in the last two 
year after Shane Rector left 
before this past season.

“St. Raymond, I en-
joyed my time there,” he 
said. “I still have love for 
St. Raymond, but I just had 
to do what was right [for 
me].”

McKennon said the 
commute from Queens to 
the Bronx each day took its 
toll on him both physically 
and with his schoolwork. 
Moving from St. Ray’s to 
Cardozo cuts two hours to 
15 minutes. He will also be 
able to play right away. By 
Catholic League rules, had 
he transferred to a CHSAA 
school, he would have had 
to sit a year.

He joins a Cardozo 
team that will be filled with 
new faces, after reaching 
the PSAL Class AA quar-

terfinals last year. That 
team had just four players 
who were not seniors. The 
Judges did feature one of 
the city’s top junior varsi-
ties. McKennon is eager to 
meet his new teammates 
and is happy to be repre-
senting his home borough 
again.

“I love Queens,” McK-
ennon said. “I started play-
ing basketball in Queens 
and that is where I wanted 
to finish my high school ca-
reer.”
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Continued from Page 48 

Pearson
Continued from Page 48 

McKennon

try to take time to pick the 
brains of Lincoln rising 
senior Isaiah Whitehead 
and Loughlin rising senior 
Khadeen Carrington about 
what it is like to be a star in 
New York City. He has en-
joyed watching them play 
and competing alongside 
them for a weekend and be-

lieves that will help him on 
the court as well.

“I can try to take stuff 
from their games,” Alkins 
said.

It’s all in preparation 
for his expanded role with 
Christ the King. Alkins is 
ready to embrace replac-
ing Jon Severe, New York 
state’s Mr. Basketball, in 
the Royals’ starting lineup 
and take on the job as his 

team’s go-to scorer. It’s 
something he thinks he 
has already done this sum-
mer while playing at team 
camps and summer league. 
He hopes for similar results 
for CK as Severe provided.

“I expect more from 
me,” Alkins said. “My take 
for basketball this year is 
just taking my team to an-
other championship.”

Continued from Page 47 

Alkins
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case we didn’t believe we 
were getting a fair trial. 
This decision confirms 
that suspicion, and we will 
be presenting evidence of 
that unfairness to the ap-
peals court.”

Scheindlin found the 
department’s training poli-
cies to be unclear on what 
constitutes a stop and the 
documentation officers use 
to record interactions to be 
insufficient.

The judge did not, how-
ever, call for an outright 
ban on the practice.

“To be very clear: I am 
not ordering an end to the 

practice of stop and frisk,” 
she wrote. “The purpose 
of the remedies addressed 
in this opinion is to ensure 
that the practice is car-
ried out in a manner that 
protects the rights and lib-
erties of all New Yorkers, 
while still providing much 
needed police protection.”

In a separate 39-page 
order, Scheindlin outlined 
a two-phase process for re-
forming the department.

She appointed Peter 
Zimroth, a former federal 
prosecutor and law pro-
fessor, as the independent 
monitor who will work 
with the NYPD to align its 
policies involving training, 
supervision, monitoring 
and discipline with consti-

tutional guidelines.
As the department 

works to implement the 
immediate reforms, it will 
work with the monitor and 
third-party facilitator over 
a six-to-nine-month period 
on developing broader-
reaching remedies.

During this time, the 
facilitator will hold town 
hall meetings in Queens 
and all the other boroughs 
to elicit community input.

Michael Cardozo, the 
city’s chief counsel, said 
the Law Department would 
wait until Zimroth gives 
a specific order before fil-
ing a request in the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals to 
step in and block Scheind-
lin’s order.

country’s population has 
increased about one-third 
during that time —, accord-
ing to Holder, with more 
than 219,000 federal pris-
oners behind bars, Holder 
said.

“Almost half of them 
are serving time for drug-
related crimes, and many 
have substance  use disor-
ders,” he added.

Citing a report that 
said black male offenders 
have received sentences 
up to 20 times longer than 
white males for comparable 
crimes, Holder said the 
Justice Department will 
“take a series of signifi-
cant actions to recalibrate 
America’s federal criminal 
justice system.”

High on Holder’s list is 

changing his department’s 
policies so that certain low-
level, nonviolent offenders 
are not subject to manda-
tory minimum sentences.

In 2010, cocaine of-
fenses accounted for about 
28 percent of federal con-
victions carrying a man-
datory minimum penalty, 
followed by crack (about 
25 percent), methamphet-
amine (almost 22 percent), 
marijuana (more than 17 
percent) and heroin (less 
than 7 percent).

For cocaine, minimum 
sentences can range from 
five years for 500 grams to 
10 years for 5 kilos.

Explaining that the 
indiscriminate applica-
tion of the minimums had 
a destabilizing effect on 
poor communities of color, 
Holder said he mandated 
the Justice Department to 
downgrade the charges it 

brings against lower-risk 
offenders and added he was 
hopeful about legislation in-
troduced in Congress that 
would give federal judges 
more leeway when it came 
to sentencing.

“By reserving the most 
severe penalties for serious, 
high-level or violent drug 
traffickers, we can better 
promote public safety, de-
terrence and rehabilitation 
— while making our expen-
ditures smarter and more 
productive,” he said.

Changes are also com-
ing to policies toward the 
elderly and ill inmates.

Holder said the DOJ 
updated its framework for 
granting compassionate 
release to the elderly who 
have served significant 
time or those with serious 
medical conditions, pro-
viding they do not pose a 
threat to the public.

and in the water,” Lee said. 
“That is such a rarity in the 
city. And it’s just fun being 
part of it.”

Novice team member 
Marie Chan joined late in 
the season, but quickly got 
into the groove with the 
two-hour, biweekly practic-
es both in swimming pools 
and on Meadow Lake.

“The hardest part at 
the beginning was syncing 
up with everybody else,” 
said Chan. “Every boat 
uses a different form and 

you have to try and perfect 
the form.”

UEAA opts for a rotat-
ing shoulder motion, said 
Chan, which forces rowers 
to get as much reach as they 
can.

But as of mid-day, Chan 
had not done much rowing. 
For the morning heat, she 
served as the team drum-
mer, who sets the pace with 
a rhythmic pounding.

“Right when every-
thing starts, all the focus is 
on you,” said Chan.

Back on the north 
side of the lake, spectators 
turned their focus to lunch. 
Dozens of visitors queued 

up for everything from indi-
vidual pizzas at Eddies Piz-
za Cart to Nutella-stuffed 
crepes at Everything About 
Crepes to more traditional 
Chinese fare, including 
dumplings and rice balls at 
the T-Bar Stand.

Andre and Ian, how-
ever, had a hankering for 
seafood and even had their 
eyes on some of the crea-
tures swimming in Mead-
ow Lake.

“We saw some fish in 
there,” said Andre. “We’re 
planning to go back and try 
to catch some of them.”

residents to other off-site 
services, such as vocation-
al training, employment 
placement, GED instruc-
tion and veterans’ services. 

On-site security would 
be provided 24 hours, sev-
en days a week, the letter 
states.

Samaritan Village is 
headquartered in Briar-
wood and operates a num-
ber of facilities throughout 
the city. Its Queens facili-
ties include a senior center 
in Woodside, a substance 
abuse treatment facility for 
veterans in Richmond Hill 
and an outpatient treat-
ment program in Jamaica.

The letter says Sa-
maritan Village helps more 
than 800 New Yorkers leave 
the programs and find per-
manent, affordable places 
to live.

Hernandez in the let-
ter also asks to set up a 
meeting with the commu-
nity board to discuss the 
program and Samaritan 
Village’s relationship to the 
community.

But neighborhood 
leaders believe the site is 
an inappropriate location 
for a shelter.

Representatives from 
Samaritan Village declined 
to comment. The landlord 
of the property could not be 
reached. 

Gary Giordano, district 
manager of CB 5, said the 
site, which has been vacant 

for at least 15 years, would 
cost an exorbitant amount 
to renovate. Because Good 
Samaritan would contract 
with the city Department 
of Homeless Services, that 
cost will be covered by tax-
payers.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) echoed that 
concern. The site has pre-
viously been used as both 
a sewing mill and a facility 
for manufacturing airplane 
parts, and would require 
both serious renovations 
as well as environmental 
remediation, she said.

“There is an immedi-
ate need for housing for the 
homeless in the city,” she 
said. “An immediate need. 
It would take more than a 
year and tens of millions of 
dollars to get that building 
ready for residency.”

She expects the 
Bloomberg administration 
to reject the application 
because the site would be 
better used for a business, 
Crowley said in an inter-
view.

“Our mayor is pro-de-
velopment,” she said. “He 
wants jobs and businesses. 
Business always get prior-
ity.”

State Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) is also against it.

“I am against the pro-
posal because I believe the 
site, on a number of levels, 
is not suited to accommo-
date and serve the intended 
purpose of helping families 
transition out of the pro-

gram and into permanent 
housing,” Hevesi said in 
an e-mail. “However, I also 
recognize that Article XVII 
of the state Constitution, 
and years of precedent set 
by cases in New York State 
Courts, ensures the right 
to shelter and has created 
a process designed to limit 
the role of elected officials 
in siting these facilities.”

Hevesi said his office 
will reach out to both DHS 
and Good Samaritan for 
more information about the 
proposal.

Glendale Civic Associ-
ation President Kathy Masi 
has opposed the shelter 
since last year, when a peti-
tion began circulating.

She said the location is 
a bad one because it is not 
near a subway station.

“If you’re trying to 
help people that are home-
less and get them back on 
their feet and get them jobs, 
it makes more sense to put 
this near trains,” she said. 
“It’s disingenuous.”

She said the local 
schools cannot absorb 
more students and do not 
have the proper resources 
to address those students’ 
needs.

Giordano said the 
board responded to Sa-
maritan Village in writing 
and asked the organization 
to withdraw its application 
for the housing facility.

If Samaritan Village 
declines to withdraw it, the 
board will then meet with 
the organization.

Continued from Page 5 
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Holder

some solutions.”
As part of the church-

es’ belief that political and 
social learning should not 
be separated from spiritual 

fulfillment, the religious 
organization, which has 
locations in Brooklyn and 
New Jersey, plans to con-
nect with southeast Queens 
homeless shelters and host 
events like free haircuts be-
fore school starts.

Russ said she hopes 
the new church will draw 

new members, as well as 
members of the congrega-
tion who would otherwise 
commute to the location in 
downtown Brooklyn.

“We believe in God that 
this is the beginning of a lot 
of good works in Queens, in 
the Jamaica area in partic-
ular,” she said.

Continued from Page 2 

Church

been reauthorized in 2006 
with bipartisan support 
in Congress  and said that 
protecting voters’ rights is 
something both sides of the 
aisle can get on board with.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall, citing her 
experiences as chairwom-

an of the state Assembly 
Election Law Committee, 
had a different perspective 
on the political workings.

“All the Democrats 
want to open up the process; 
all the Republicans want to 
close it,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter
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Ruling

Continued from Page 5 

Gillibrand
serve prison time, giving 
him the opportunity to re-
flect upon his reckless ac-
tions, which resulted in the 
death of a teenage boy who 
had his whole life ahead of 
him,” Brown said.

Driver
Continued from Page 22













 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 1

6-
22

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

56

TL

LATE PAGE

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS

Starting at 

3695

1995 22

3695

1995
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

ROOFING SIDING

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

MASONRY

TL

429 $359Fully Installed

• Foam filled frame
    and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. 
    R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

RIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWSWE
T

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING
ADD $200 FOR

CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1999

1799
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

Sale Prices Valid August 1st through August 31st

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS


