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BY JOE ANUTA

The city approved a contro-
versial plan Wednesday to tear 
down the graffiti mecca in Long 

Island City known as 5Pointz and 
allow a developer to build high 
rises in its stead.

The City Planning Commis-
sion voted in favor to allow the 

Wolkoff family to construct 41- 
and 47-story residential buildings 
that would house 1,000 units on 
the corner of Jackson Avenue and 
Davis Street, where the former 

warehouse currently stands, the 
city said.

The City Council now has 
20 days to decide whether or not 
to also vote on the project, which 
lies in the district of Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side).

The councilman issued a 
statement in the wake of Wednes-
day’s vote that he would indeed be 
bringing it up for a vote.

“I will review the application 
at City Planning’s recommenda-
tion. I will participate in the City 
Council’s public meetings. I will 
also meet with various stakehold-
ers and ultimately make a deci-
sion based solely on what I believe 
is best for Long Island City,” he 
said.

Part of the process will in-
volve two public hearings.

Marie Flageul, who repre-
sents many of the artists who 
have contributed work to the 
building’s facade and interior, 
blasted the city’s decision to give 
the project the green light.

“So you exploit the artists, 
who do what they love because 
they are passionate, and once 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Teachers in Queens public 

schools may not overwhelming 
choose to live in the borough, 
but they would be well-advised to 
study here.

A pair of recent reports show 
that while the majority of Queens 
teachers live elsewhere, two of the 
borough’s education schools rank 
highest when it comes to sending 
qualified teachers to the city De-
partment of Education.

About 48 percent of Queens’ 
18,252 teachers live in the bor-
ough, according to an analysis by 
the Independent Budget Office. 
That puts Queens in-between 
Staten Island in Brooklyn — 
where the majority of teachers 
choose to live where they work 
— and the Bronx and Manhattan, 
which have the lowest percent-
ages of resident teachers.

Queens did stand out when it 
comes to the number of teachers 
who live outside the city. Proba-
bly due to its proximity to Nassau 
County, the borough had about 46 
percent of its teachers live outside 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A modern dance troupe broke in a new, af-

fordable performing arts workspace in Long Is-
land City earlier this week with a dance number 
for Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and in turn hiz-
zoner did a little performing of his own.

Affordable workspace 
for artists opens in LIC

BY PHIL CORSO

Another Queens hospi-
tal shut its doors this week 
because of financial hard-
ship.

Holliswood Hospital, 
a 27-year-old, 125-bed, pri-
vate psychiatric hospital in 

the middle of the borough, 
officially closed Aug. 12 
and started the process of 
letting go of nearly 400 em-
ployees and discharging its 
remaining patients. The fa-
cility, which offered mental 
health services to residents 
and members of the mili-

tary, is slated to close its 
doors for good in the com-
ing weeks, a spokesman 
said.

The abrupt closure 
came as the result of a fall-
out in financial negotia-
tions, which cost the jobs of 
hundreds of mental health 

Dance Into Light founder Dina Denis 
practices at the newly opened 
Spaceworks in Long Island City. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Boro produces
best teachers

in city: Report
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City approves 5Pointz teardown
Lawmaker opts to bring plan before Council for additional layer of scrutiny

LITTLE STRONG MAN

Jack Skapley, 4, shows off his muscles at the third and final installment of the annual Shore Fest in Astoria Park. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A crucial city agency 

voted to approve the $3 bil-
lion Willets Point project 
Wednesday, sending the 
proposal to its last stop: the 
City Council.

The City Planning 
Commission voted to ap-
prove the project, where 
developers plan to initially 
clean toxic soil on 23 acres 
of the Iron Triangle, con-
struct retail outlets and a 
hotel on the east side of Citi 
Field and build a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot mall to the 
west.

After the city makes 
good on a promise to com-
plete additional ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
in 2024, the joint venture of 
Related Cos. and Sterling 
Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, 
will build both market rate 
and affordable housing.

“With today’s approv-
al, we are one step closer to 
reversing a century of con-

tamination at Willets Point 
and creating a vibrant des-
tination that will gener-
ate thousands of new jobs, 
housing, retail and open 
space for local residents,” 
the joint venture  said in a 
statement.

City Planning will 

then deliver its verdict to 
the Council, which will 
trigger a 50-day window in 
which lawmakers must de-
cide to approve, modify or 
strike down the proposal.

Earlier this month, 
EDC sent letters to 90 of the 
auto shop and scrap busi-

nesses that make up the 
gritty neighborhood offer-
ing them a year’s rent in 
exchange for clearing out 
by the end of November.

But activist and Wil-
lets Point tenant Marco 
Neira said 12 month’s rent 
at Willets Point would not 

cover the cost of moving to 
a more expensive location.

“We don’t accept this 
letter, because it offers 
nothing,” he said, adding 
that the businesses there 
operate as a symbiotic 
whole and have not wavered 
in their request to move as 
a group.

This offer, he insisted, 
incentives businesses to 
move out piecemeal.

City officials coun-
tered that claim, indicating 
there is nothing preventing 
businesses from pooling 
their payouts — which are 
completely separate from 
an existing $9 million fund 
administered by the city 
Housing Department to aid 
in relocation.

Only one business has 
successfully moved from 
the Iron Triangle to date, 
though a handful more are 
currently in the process.

A group of 55 business-
es called the Sunrise Coop-
erative is also negotiating 
with the city to try and get 

funds to move as a group.
This new pot is valued 

at $3.5 million, and will be 
doled out on a first-come, 
first-serve basis, according 
to the city, which credited 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
with helping to obtain the 
cash.

“Thanks to the Council 
member’s partnership and 
leadership in this effort, 
$3.5 million in additional 
city funding has been iden-
tified in order to provide 
further assistance, which 
will help these businesses 
to relocate and ensure that 
this transformative neigh-
borhood redevelopment 
will continue,” EDC said in 
a statement 

The Council’s vote will 
hinge on Ferreras’ opinion, 
since the project lies with-
in her district, though the 
lawmaker has not publicly 
come out for or against the 
proposal.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The late Rev. Timo-
thy Mitchell is now offi-
cially the “prince of Prince 
Street” after he was hon-
ored Saturday when the 
street was co-named after 
him.

He had long been 
known by that moniker 
because of his service to 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Flushing, at 36-12 Prince 
St., and the surrounding 
community throughout 
most of his life.

At the request of City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), the Council ap-
proved the co-naming of 
the street July 1, and about 
seven weeks later family, 
friends and parishioners 
gathered at the church to 
celebrate the life of the man 
who had served their con-
gregation for 47 years.

Many people, includ-
ing Mitchell’s son, James, 

told stories about him.
He had been a Civil 

Rights activist and had 
worked alongside Martin 
Luther King, Jr., according 
to family members.

James Mitchell re-
called how, early on, his fa-
ther sensed that the demo-
graphics of Flushing would 
shift and become predomi-
nantly Asian. Rather than 

fight the change, he wel-
comed new residents into 
the community.

“I miss him,” James 
Mitchell said. “I’m sure we 
all miss him.”

“It’s evident he touched 
a lot of lives,” he said, while 
addressing attendees in the 
church.

Mitchell retired in 
2008 and was then hon-
ored as the church’s pastor 
emeritus.

After the ceremony 
inside the church, those 
in attendance crossed the 
street to watch Mitchell’s 
family and other commu-
nity members reveal the 
new sign. The unveiling 
was met with cheers and 
applause.

Mitchell, who was born 
in 1930, graduated from 
Flushing High School and 
enlisted in the U.S. Army to 
fight in the Korean War.

He later earned de-
grees in history and theol-
ogy from Queens College, a 
master’s degree in theology 
from New York University 
and a doctorate of divinity 
from the New York Theo-
logical Seminary.

In 1957, he married Ju-
dith Emily Lawrence and 
the couple had four chil-
dren. She died in 2006.

Mitchell died at the 
age of 81 in February 2012. 
His funeral, held at the 
church where he served, 
was standing-room only.

James Mitchell said he 
knows there will be many 
people who drive past the 
street sign and will not 
know who his father was. 
The sign may also one day 
be replaced with a new 
name, he said.

But his father never 
worked for fame or glory, 
and the late clergyman is 
likely already being hon-
ored in heaven, James 
Mitchell said.

“There will be another 
sign with Dr. Mitchell’s 
name on it, placed strategi-
cally on glory, somewhere 
between ‘Well Done Way’ 
and ‘Faithful Servant Bou-
levard,’” he said.

Community leaders as well as family and friends of the Rev. Timothy Mitchell cheer as the covering 
over the new street sign is removed.  Photo by Yinghao Luo

Flushing street co-named for late civil rights activist

$3B Willets Pt. plan heads to fi nal Council vote

Tenants at Willets Point, including Marco Neira (second from l.), want to be relocated as a group.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city’s mayoral 
candidates were put on no-
tice that, as of Monday, they 
had 76 days to show the vot-
ers of southeast Queens 
they are more than just a 
stop on the campaign trail.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
climbed a ladder near the 
corner of Sutphin Boule-
vard and Liberty Avenue 
and, with a red marker, 
scrawled out the number 
of days left until the Nov. 1 
general election.

“We are here to wake 
up our communities from 
the slumber that has been 
induced by term after term 
of being asked to the dance 
and then being stood up,” 
he said with his feet on ter-
ra firma. “What we want to 
find out today is: What are 
the candidates running for 

mayor for this city going to 
do after that? What are you 
going to do after the prima-
ry and after the general?”

The sign invited pass-
ersby to chime in on Twit-
ter with their community 
concerns using the hash 
tag #WhatAboutUs?

Southeast Queens has 
already hosted two mayor-
al forums, but the members 
of the What About Us Con-
cerned Citizens Committee 
said they did not believe a 
forum is the best venue to 
have a meaningful conver-
sation with the candidates.

Pastor Larry David-
son, of the Resurrection 
Celebration Center in South 
Jamaica, urged the media 
to forget about the “circus 
atmosphere” on the cam-
paign trail and focus on the 
issues that matter.

“Our concerns — so-
cial, economic and envi-
ronmental — should not be 

taking a back seat to one’s 
indiscretions,” he said. “We 
are simply saying to the 
mayor’s office and whoever 
will become the next leader 
of New York City, ‘Please 
don’t forget about us. We 
are here.’”

Nicole Paultre-Bell, 
whose fiance was killed by 
police on the eve of his wed-
ding in 2006, said access to 
affordable, quality daycare 
was on the top of her list of 
concerns.

The committee has 
organized six community 
tour dates in late August 
and early September when 
candidates can visit com-
munity groups, houses of 
worship and even peoples’ 
homes for dinner, Wills 
said.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
he added, had already con-
firmed she would attend 
one.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

FREE PRIVATE PARKING 

TAX FREE WEEK!

Open: Tues, Wed, Fri Thur Sat Closed Mon

Scarlett 
by BeautiFeel

Essential 
by Rockport

Includes all bags and jewelry from Brighton & others. Special orders and phone orders accepted.

Expert shoe repair 
& modifi cations done on premises

FREE GIFT 

with Purchase

with this Ad

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Councilman Ruben Wills writes the number of days left until the general election for mayor on a sign 
in Jamaica. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Southeast Queens demands 
attention from mayoral fi eld



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 25, 2013

5
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BY PHIL CORSO

A preservation group 
from Douglaston called on 
the city to acquire the last 
few remaining privately 
owned lots in Udalls Cove 
Park before they are sold 
and possibly developed.

Walter Mugdan, presi-
dent of the Udalls Cove 
Preservation Committee, 
fired off a letter to Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg urg-
ing him to purchase the 
final five parcels of land 
at the cove after receiving 
word that its current own-
er might soon sell them to 
developers. He and other 
residents who live near the 
southern part of the cove 
known as the Ravine no-
ticed crews pulling weeds 
and clearing access points 
there to potentially lure fu-
ture business deals.

Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 

joined with the civic group 
in his own letter to the may-
or on behalf of the board 
outlining the civic’s hopes 
to keep the land clean and 
away from the hands of big 
development.

“Over 80 percent of the 
ravine has been acquired, 
saving precious tidal wet-
lands, a breeding ground 
for fish and other marine 
life in the water of the Long 

Island Sound from develop-
ment and destruction,” Ian-
nece said.

In the letter, Iannece 
said the preservation com-
mittee has been dealing 
with the city for years to 
slowly secure all 14 acres 
of the forests and wetlands, 
but recent maintenance 
work at the remaining 
private land sparked wide-
spread concern.

“We have worked with 
the Parks Department in 
prior years to acquire and 
create Udalls Cove Park 
and Preserve along with 
other ecologically sensitive 
areas in the Little Neck 
Bay area,” Iannece said. 
“Now with only five lots 
remaining to be acquired, 
it is hoped that these can 
finally be acquired.”

A Parks spokesman 

said the city would con-
tinue working to purchase 
all 15 lots in the area, but 
elected officials who repre-
sent the area would have to 
find a way to fund it.

“Strengthening Udalls 
Cove Park is a priority for 
the administration and we 
are exploring every pos-
sible means of preserving 
these parcels,” the spokes-
man said.

The Udalls Cove Pres-
ervation Committee was 
founded in 1969 as a volun-
teer organization set out 
solely to preserve, conserve 
and restore the area’s wet-
lands, Mugdan said. The 
group has been at the fore-
front of a major community 
cleanup scheduled at the 
site each year.

Both Mugdan and Ian-
nece called on the mayor 
and Parks Commissioner 
Veronica White to make 
sure nothing is built on 

the property and must now 
wait for a response from 
the city.

“Community Board 
11 has been an ardent sup-
porter of these efforts since 
they started in the 1970s 
and with the acquisitions 
made in the 1980s,” they 
said in a letter. “We urge 
you to act now, with Com-
missioner White, to dedi-
cate park funds to start the 
acquisition of these lots. 
We hope that you will visit 
this area and see for your-
self the marvelous work 
the Udalls Cove Preserva-
tion Committee has done 
in the Little Neck Bay area 
to preserve the wetlands 
and woodlands and the 
wonderful parkland that 
was acquired in this area 
that allows for the growth 
of plant, fish and wildlife, 
all surprisingly within the 
New York City limits.”

Walter Mugdan carries a large log in Udalls Cove at his preservation group’s annual cleanup in June. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Douglaston preservationists fi ght to protect Udalls Cove
CB 11 chairman asks city to purchase fi nal fi ve parcels of land to prevent unwanted development
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A crowd of supporters 

and neighbors welcomed a 
new H Mart into the Bay-
side community Saturday 
when the store held its 
grand opening ceremony.

At 47th Avenue and 
Francis Lewis Boulevard, 
the supermarket’s open-
ing comes after more than 
a year of anticipation, fol-
lowing the closure of the 
Waldbaums grocery store, 
formerly at the same site. 
H Mart’s opening had been 
delayed several times with-
in the last few months.

Founded in Bayside 31 

years ago, the Korean su-
permarket chain now has 
stores across the United 
States, in Canada and in 
London. Owned by the Ha-
nahreum Group, it is now 
headquartered in Lynd-
hurst, N.J.

President Brian Kwon 
said it was an honor to open 
the new store in Bayside, 
“back where it all started.” 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) gave his con-
gratulations.

“When you think about 
it, the local supermarket is 
the heart of the communi-
ty,” Avella said. “And their 
commitment to our neigh-

borhood, not only to the 
Asian food and the Western 
food, is an indication of just 
how important these are to 
our neighborhood and our 
people.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) said in the 
past the store has been re-
sponsive to the issues and 
needs of the communities 
in which it does business.

And for her, the store 
opening was a little bit per-
sonal.

“As a mom of two 
young Korean boys, it’s 
an extra place for me to do 
my supermarket shopping 
along the way as I travel 

throughout the district,” 
she said. “Personally I am 
so proud to welcome all of 
you here.”

After a ribbon-cutting, 
the doors to the store of-
ficially opened. Within 
minutes, it was packed 
with shoppers browsing 
the aisles filled with both 
Asian and non-Asian foods 
and trying free samples.

Bayside resident Lisa 
Marie Miller was at the 
grand opening, shopping 
basket in hand, with her 
7-year-old daughter, Bobbie 
Marie Pasquale.

Elected officials and business leaders cut a ribbon to mark the grand opening of the H Mart store in Bayside. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Bayside gets new H Mart
Korean supermarket chain returns to its roots with store opening

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A fugitive who alleged-
ly paralyzed a 14-year-old 
girl when he opened fire on 
a South Jamaica barbecue 
in 2011 was arrested Mon-
day in North Carolina and 
was waiting to be brought 
back to Queens, where 
nearly a dozen counts of at-
tempted murder await him, 
law enforcement officials 
said.

Tyrone Miller, 22, was 
arrested near Charlotte, 
N.C., by the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police De-
partment on charges of be-
ing a fugitive from another 
state, the local district at-
torney’s office said.

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
the 22-year-old was wait-
ing to be extradited to New 
York to be arraigned on 11 
counts of attempted mur-
der.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of taking mindless 
gun violence to new heights 
by deliberately firing into a 
backyard filled with young 
partygoers and wound-
ing nearly a dozen inno-
cent people — including a 

young girl now confined 
to a wheelchair because of 
his alleged actions,” Brown 
said. “This case will be vig-
orously prosecuted.”

According to the 
charges, Miller left a late-
night barbecue on Inwood 
Road in August 2011 after 
he got into an argument 
with someone at the party, 
Brown said.

He returned about 10 
minutes later with two oth-
er individuals who remain 
at large, and all three alleg-
edly opened fire with hand-
guns, the DA said.

Among the 11 victims 
who were taken to hospitals 
for gunshot wounds was 
then 14-year-old Lenaesha 
Cheatham, who was hit in 
the back by two bullets and 
is now paralyzed from the 
waist down, Brown said.

Deshawn Curtin, 
who was also shot, told 
 TimesLedger Newspapers  
last year that he initially 
thought he had twisted his 
ankle.

“But then I saw a hole 
in my sneaker,” he said dur-
ing an anti-violence confer-
ence at York College.

A shooting in a South Jamaica backyard, which left bulletholes (in-
set) in a fence, paralyzed a teenage girl.

2011 shooting suspect
cuffed in South: DA
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As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYP 8/25/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

NEW!  
NOW OPEN 6PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM
All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Two New York design 
firms have been chosen to 
conduct a feasibility study 
for the QueensWay, a pro-
posed project that would 
transform 3 1/2 miles of an 
abandoned railway into a 
linear park, the Trust for 
Public Land and Friends of 
the QueensWay announced 
Tuesday.

WXY Architecture and 
dlandstudio, both based 
in New York, were chosen 
to determine engineering 
cost estimates and to cre-
ate a “community vision” 
for the park, according to 
Marc Matsil, the New York 
state director of the trust.

Twenty-nine propos-
als for the project were 
considered and they came 
from as far away as China, 
according to Andy Stone, 
director of the New York 
City program of the trust. 
The study is expected to be-
gin by early September and 
will take about 10 months, 
he said.

The concept for the 
park was inspired by 
Manhattan’s High Line. 
It would reach from Rego 
Park to Ozone Park, cross-
ing through Forest Park.

The trust, a land con-
servancy group, secured 
a $467,000 grant from Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s office in 
order to do the study.

Matsil said support-
ers of the project believe 
it could be the city’s most 
iconic and economically 
transformative project.

About 250,000 people 
reside within a mile of the 
park and could benefit from 
it, he said.

Andrea Crawford, a 
member of Community 
Board 9, said park space, 
especially in Queens, is be-
ing threatened.

“How exciting is it that 
we’re creating 55 new acres 
of linear park space when 
we’re being told there is no 
park space?” she said.

Crawford said access 
to Forest Park can be dif-

ficult, but the QueensWay 
would help solve that prob-
lem.

“Whether we’re taking 
our kids to school, eating in 
restaurants, simply talk-
ing to neighbors, the level 
of excitement in central 
and southern Queens for 
the QueensWay is off the 
charts,” she said.

She said the Queen-
sWay would give parkgoers 
better access to the “retail 
and food offerings in the 
culturally rich neighbor-
hoods” through which the 
park would run.

She also referenced a 
New York Times op-ed, “A 
High Line in Queens: Just 
Imagine the Food,” which 
envisions small shops and 
stands along the walkway 
that could feature “cheese 
guava buns, dim sum 
dumplings, pani puri or 
yam fufu.”

More than 2,000 people 
have signed an online peti-
tion asking the city to cre-
ate the greenway.

The railway was built 
as part of the old Rockaway 
Beach Branch of the Long 
Island Rail Road system. 
It was decommissioned in 
1962 and has sat dormant 
ever since.

One group, primarily 
residents of the Rockaways, 
would rather see train ser-
vice reactivated.

Train service would 

not only be a way to speed 
up travel times, but it could 
be a boost to economic de-
velopment, according to the 
proponents of reactivating 
the line.

A 2001 Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
feasibility study, however, 
determined that running 
trains on the track would 
be cost prohibitive.

Another group of resi-
dents, who live immediate-
ly adjacent to the railway, 
oppose both projects.

One of those residents, 
Neil Giannelli, was present 
Tuesday.

“The devil is in the de-
tails,” he said after the an-
nouncement.

His primary concern 
is that safety and privacy 
would be compromised for 
the individuals who live 
immediately next to the 
railway if a park is cre-
ated because some of their 
homes are so close to it.

In response to Craw-
ford’s comments about food, 
he said he is concerned that 
food options within the 
park can suck away foot 
traffic from the mom-and-
pop shops in the surround-
ing neighborhoods.

“It worries me that 
this could be the ignition 
point for gentrification,” he 
said. “Then all this wonder-
ful diversity we have disap-
pears.”

Andy Stone, the New York City program director of the Trust 
for Public Lands, leads a walking tour through the abandoned 
Rockaway Beach Branch. Photo by Bianca Fortis

QueensWay supporters 
announce cost analysis
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Feederally Insured by NCUA

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Fans of the Queens 

Latino Cultural Festival 
should fear not: The show 
will go on.

Just not this year.
Despite media reports 

that the festival had been 
canceled for 2013 due to 
funding issues, Queens 
Theatre Managing Direc-
tor Taryn Sacramone said 
the annual event just was 
not planned because of an-
ticipated construction.

“This is not in any way 
because of a lack of commit-
ment to the Latino commu-
nity,” she said.

When the construction 
timeline changed, festival 
organizers decided it was 
too late to plan the event 
and decided to skip a year.

The delay in planning, 
coupled with the fact that 
Sacramone just started her 
position a few weeks ago, 

left organizers feeling as if 
it just did not make sense to 
host the festival this year.

“To put on a festival 
when you’re looking for 
a new managing director 

with a theater under con-
struction, that’s not the 
best formula for success,” 
Sacramone said. “And 
when we do this, we put our 
all into it.”

She said the theater’s 
construction plans involve 
renovating the main the-
ater and the lobby as well 
as some other small proj-
ects. Programming will be 

scheduled around the con-
struction, she said.

The box office has 
received a few calls about 
whether the festival is on 
for this year, but they have 
not been of the “concerned 
and angry variety,” she 
said.

The theory that the fes-
tival was abruptly canceled 
is misleading, she said.

Sacramone said staff 
members of the theater 
make decisions about pro-
gramming and then seek 
sponsors for funding.

“Our mission is about 
really great programming 
and great cultural diver-
sity,” she said. “That’s why 
we’re here. It’s what we’ve 
always been about.”

Last year the festival 
celebrated its 16th year in 
operation. In past years, 
programming has included 
short films, comedy acts, 
art exhibits, dance per-

formances and events for 
children. The festival often 
sees 3,000 to 4,000 visitors, 
according to Sacramone.

“It’s a great festival 
and something we did suc-
cessfully,” she said. “It 
served not just the Latino 
community, because the 
broader community came, 
but it celebrated the La-
tino community year after 
year.”

Sacramone said orga-
nizers plan to bring back 
the festival, most likely 
next year, but in the mean-
time the theater offers year-
round programming that 
features diverse acts, in-
cluding some Latino ones.

“You don’t have to wait 
for next summer, regard-
less,” she said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Los Carrangueros perform at the 14th annual Chase Latino Cultural Festival at Queens Theatre in the 
Park in 2010. The festival was not planned for this year.

Queens Theatre to skip Latino Cultural Festival this year
Organizers opt to postpone annual event because of building renovations: Managing director
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the five boroughs.
Another report by the 

DOE ranking the 12 edu-
cation programs that sent 
the most educators to the 
department showed that 
Queens College and St. 
John’s University educated 
the most highly rated teach-
ers who are more likely to 
be on the job in three years’ 
time.

The department’s 
first Teacher Preparation 
Program Reports mea-
sured the dozen education 
schools that sent 51.6 per-
cent of the more than 10,000 
traditional teachers to the 
department between 2008 
and 2012.

St. John’s led the pack 
with 91 percent of gradu-
ates rated either effective 

or highly effective on their 
2012-13 state growth scores 
and 94 percent of grads re-
tained by the DOE after 
three years.

Queens College was 
right behind its neighbor 
with 92 percent of grads on 
the job after three years, 
and ranked third when it 
came to well-rated teach-
ers, with 89 percent receiv-
ing high growth ratings.

 Graduates from the 
two schools were not neces-
sarily flocking to the high-
est-need programs, though. 

Only 16 percent of 
Queens College grads — 
the lowest among the 12 
programs — were going 
on to get jobs at high-need 
schools such as transfer 
schools and District 75 spe-
cial education schools.

At St. John’s the num-
ber was 22 percent, tied 
for third-lowest among the 
dozen schools.

Continued from Page 1

technicians, nurses, oc-
cupational therapists and 
psychologists to name a 
few, the hospital said. Hol-
liswood was in talks with 
borough nonprofit PSCH 
Inc. to help keep the facility 
afloat, but they were unable 
to strike a deal, according 
to Holliswood’s spokesman. 
PSCH Inc. did not comment 
on the discussions.

A Holliswood spokes-
man said the facility start-
ed discharging its patients 
earlier this month to other 
hospitals throughout the 
borough, depending on each 
of their specific needs.

Holliswood, at 87-37 
Palermo St., was the sixth 
major hospital to close its 
doors in Queens over the 
last 10 years, joining the 
ranks of Parkway in Forest 
Hills, St. John’s Queens in 
Elmhurst, Mary Immacu-
late in Jamaica and Rock-
away’s Peninsula and St. 
Joseph’s.

An Indiegogo online 
fund-raising site was cre-
ated for Holliswood Aug. 6 
with a listed goal of bring-
ing in $1 million in dona-
tions. As of press time, the 
site was showing only one 
$6 donation with 9 days 

to go. That lone donation 
came from John Udarbe, 
a psychiatric doctor from 
the hospital, the website 
showed.

“Due to the owner-
ship departing, and no 
other institutions capable 
of absorbing the hospital, 
it will be closed within the 
next few months,” the fund-
raising site said. “However, 
with your help and contri-
butions, the financial gaps 
of these other potential 
buyers can be closed, a deal 
brokered and the hospital 
saved.”

Borough President 
Helen Marshall has long 
been vocal on what she 
has called a health care 
crisis in Queens as hospi-
tals continue to shutter on 
her watch. Her office com-
missioned a study on the 
matter, titled “The Vision 
for a Comprehensive and 
Sustainable Healthcare De-
livery System in Queens,” 
back in 2006 and concluded 
that health care through-
out the borough was “not 
sustainable in its current 
state.”

The study recommend-
ed that a large comprehen-
sive hospital be built in the 
Rockaways, a suggestion 
Marshall said went ulti-
mately ignored at the bor-
ough’s expense.

Continued from Page 1

Hospital

Dina Denis, Lisa Craig 
and Adrianne Rodgers 
treated the mayor to a still-
in-the-works piece Tuesday 
in one of three rehearsal 
spaces at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for Spaceworks, 
a nonprofit real estate 
company that develops and 
manages affordable work-
space for performing and 
visual artists.

“We had been rehears-
ing for about 10 years at To-
paz Arts in Woodside,” said 
Denis, an East Elmhurst 
native and director of the 
nonprofit dance company 
Dance Into Light. “We like 
this space because it’s af-
fordable, accessible by train 
and you can book online.”

With three studios and 
a music room spread out 

across 3,800 square feet, the 
first floor of the six-story 
building, at 33-02 Skillman 
Ave., is the first  venture 
for Spaceworks, which re-
ceives funding through a 
combination of grants from 
the city, the Mayor’s Fund 
to Advance New York City 
and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, among 
others.

“We worked hard to re-
spond to the different needs 
of different kinds of artists,” 
explained Executive Direc-
tor Paul Parkhill, who said 
plans are in motion to open 
another 26,000-plus square 
feet of individualized space 
at four locations in Brook-
lyn and on Governors Is-
land. “Performing artists 
tend to work in groups and 
need space in increments of 
hours. Visual artists often 
work solo and they need 
space for longer periods 
of time — often years at a 

time.”
Parkhill said that 

while LIC has a longer his-
tory as a center for visual 
artists, the neighborhood 
has a blossoming scene of 
dancers, actors and musi-
cians who can benefit from 
the $12 to $16 hourly rates 
Spaceworks charges.

Applicants are re-
quired to prove New York 
City residency and to sub-
mit a body of work for 
review, though Parkhill 
pointed out the work is not 
juried and the point is to 
support a broad spectrum 
of working artists.

The space is a few 
blocks away from LIC’s 
business incubator and 
the mayor, pointing out 
that arts and culture have 
a $21 billion impact on the 
city’s economy, said he 
saw Spaceworks as a place 
where both economic and 
cultural innovation would 

be fostered.
“We always talk about 

[how] all of these things are 
great; they bring tourists 
here. But what about us? 
It’s one of the reasons we 
live here, is to have great 
cultural institutions,” he 
said.

Bloomberg fired off 
a string of quips as if he 
were performing stand up, 
recounting a story about 
himself as a young dilet-
tante, trying to convince 
his parents that if they paid 
for piano lessons, he would 
practice every day. He even 
offered to sit in with an 
experimental music group 
practicing in one of the stu-
dios, “but they said it would 
be an even bigger honor if I 
did not.”

“But I would have 
made them all look good,” 
he said. “Somebody has to 
set the curve.”

Continued from Page 1

Teachers

Painters further encapsulate Long Island City’s 5Pointz building in a coating of aerosol art.

they have brought expo-
sure to a neighborhood 
you kick them out,” she 
said, indicating the 5Pointz 
is one of the cultural an-
chors to Long Island City, 
which is rapidly filling up 
with high-rise condos. The 
painted warehouse acts as 
an economic engine for the 

burgeoning area, she said, 
attracting people who visit 
and breathe life into the 
economy.

Flageul also took Van 
Bramer to task, since the 
lawmaker chairs the Coun-
cil Committee on Cultural 
Affairs but has not voiced 
opposition to the project, 
and promised to make art-
ists’ and the neighborhood’s 
voices heard throughout 
the remainder of the pro-
cess.

The Wolkoffs have 

owned the property for 
about four decades and 
asked the city for permis-
sion to build the towers 
larger than what zoning 
would allow, arguing they 
needed the extra space to 
make the project profit-
able.

Community Board 2 
voted against the idea of al-
lowing the Wolkoff family 
to proceed, but Chairman 
Joe Conley recently said 
subsequent concessions 
like affordable housing and 

integration with the neigh-
borhood’s artists have 
made the project more pal-
atable.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave the 
project the green light in 
July after hearing of the 
modifications made to the 
initial plan.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Art

Continued from Page 1

5Pointz
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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