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EAST RIVER CELEBRATION

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The future of St. John’s Epis-
copal Hospital — the only hospi-
tal on the Rockaway peninsula 
— is uncertain, according to staff 
members, who say that the facil-
ity has already closed its chemi-
cal dependency unit, transferred 
ownership of two nursing homes 
and has failed to expand its emer-
gency department.

Debbie Friedland, a regis-
tered nurse who has worked at 
the hospital for 20 years, said 
there are fears that the hospital’s 
dialysis unit could be next to go.

She and Iona Folks, also a 
registered nurse, said the prob-
lem began with Hurricane San-
dy: the hospital provided care to 
“anybody and everybody” from 
the Rockaways and received no 

Health care options
on peninsula may 

dwindle: employeesBY JOE ANUTA

The city approved a contro-
versial plan Wednesday to tear 
down the graffiti mecca in Long 
Island City known as 5Pointz and 
allow a developer to build high 
rises in its stead.

The City Planning Commis-
sion voted in favor to allow the 
Wolkoff family to construct 41- 
and 47-story residential buildings 
that would house 1,000 units on 
the corner of Jackson Avenue and 
Davis Street, where the former 
warehouse currently stands, the 
city said.

The City Council now has 
20 days to decide whether or not 
to also vote on the project, which 
lies in the district of Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side).

The councilman issued a 
statement in the wake of Wednes-
day’s vote that he would indeed be 

Continued on Page 32 Continued on Page 46

A CNG Publication Vol. 1 No. 33 52 total pages

City passes plan
to tear down

5Pointz in LIC

CATS 
For 

MAYOR A New Yorker for all New Yorkers
cats2013.com

Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

Rockaway hospital open to merger

Tenzin Choezom, 7, tests her strength with a display set up by the New York National Guard at the third and final in-
stallment of the annual Shore Fest in Astoria Park. See more photos on Page 20. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A fugitive who alleged-
ly paralyzed a 14-year-old 
girl when he opened fire on 
a South Jamaica barbecue 
in 2011 was arrested Mon-
day in North Carolina and 
was waiting to be brought 
back to Queens, where 
nearly a dozen counts of at-
tempted murder await him, 
law enforcement officials 
said.

Tyrone Miller, 22, was 
arrested near Charlotte, 
N.C., by the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police De-
partment on charges of be-
ing a fugitive from another 
state, the local district at-
torney’s office said.

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
the 22-year-old was wait-
ing to be extradited to New 
York to be arraigned on 11 
counts of attempted mur-
der.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of taking mindless 
gun violence to new heights 
by deliberately firing into a 
backyard filled with young 
partygoers and wound-

ing nearly a dozen inno-
cent people — including a 
young girl now confined 
to a wheelchair because of 
his alleged actions,” Brown 
said. “This case will be vig-
orously prosecuted.”

According to the 
charges, Miller left a late-
night barbecue on Inwood 
Road in August 2011 after 
he got into an argument 
with someone at the party, 
Brown said.

He returned about 10 
minutes later with two oth-
er individuals who remain 
at large, and all three alleg-
edly opened fire with hand-
guns, the DA said.

Among the 11 victims 
who were taken to hospitals 
for gunshot wounds was 
then 14-year-old Lenaesha 
Cheatham, who was hit in 
the back by two bullets and 
is now paralyzed from the 
waist down, Brown said.

Deshawn Curtin, 
who was also shot, told 
 TimesLedger Newspapers  
last year that he initially 
thought he had twisted his 
ankle.
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

He was an internation-
ally renowned furniture 
designer who spent the 
last year of his life living 
in a studio apartment in a 
South Jamaica house.

And on Tuesday, 
83-year-old Charles Pollock 
died after a fire broke out 
in his first-floor residence, 
neighbors and his former 
partner said.

Pollock, who designed 
the Pollock Executive Chair 
in 1963, had lived in a four-
family home on 157th Street 
near 115th Avenue, accord-
ing to fellow residents.

Constance Smith, who 
had been Pollock’s partner 
at Charles Pollock Design, 
described it as possibly 
the best selling chair of all 
time.

“It’s a great shock,” 
Smith said, after wiping 
away tears. “We were still 
working on furniture to-
day. He has paintings hang-
ing that he just completed 
last week. His ideas went 
on and on. He’s a wonderful 
designer.”

A spokeswoman for 
the Fire Department con-
firmed Tuesday that an 
unidentified person was 
killed in the blaze and two 
firefighters suffered minor 
injuries. Fire marshals 
were investigating the 
cause of the blaze.

Residents said they 
had tried to check on Pol-
lock, who uses a walker.

Mary Kayulu, who 
lives in the apartment be-
low Pollock’s, first heard 

repetitive loud sounds be-
fore she smelled smoke at 
about 7 a.m.

“That banging was 
coming from Charles, may-
be asking for help,” Kayulu 
said, explaining that as she 
and her two children evac-
uated, she asked her daugh-
ter to check on Pollock, who 
used a walker.

“I’m thinking, he’s 
dead. He’s dead. We cannot 
get in,” Kayulu said.

Her daughter, 20-year-
old Naomi Ebouki, then 
used a key to open the door 
to the senior’s apartment 
and was met with a wall of 
smoke.

“I saw black smoke and 
a fire up to here,” she said, 
pointing to about a foot and 
a half off the ground.

The family feared the 

worst and headed outside 
to wait for emergency re-
sponders.

Hours later members 
of the city medical exam-
iner’s office removed Pol-
lock’s body from the home.

A Michigan native who 
graduated from Pratt Insti-
tute, Pollock had garnered 
acclaim from the executive 
chair’s design, and it was 
put on display at the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art 
andthe Louvre in Paris, 
among other locations.

He had recently col-
laborated with Jerry Hell-
ing, president of Bernhardt 
Design in North Carolina, 
to create a new chair — the 
CP Lounge Chair, which 
was unveiled last year.

Ebouki said the re-
nowned designer often 

visited his long-time girl-
friend, Sheryl Fratell, on 
the Upper East Side and 
traveled by Access-a-Ride 
around the neighborhood.

“It is sad,” Ebouki 
said. “My mom was just 
complaining, how it was 
unfair ... how he needed 
needed someone to take 
care of him.”

Pollock encouraged 
his downstairs neighbor 
to pursue her dream of be-
coming a singer by playing 
jazz classics like those sung 
by Ella Fitzgerald.

“He basically talks 
about his char, how you 
design them,” Ebouki said. 
“I was surprised. This man 
is famous. I said to myself, 
‘What is he doing here?’ He 
is supposed to be in a better 
place.”

A shooting in a South Jamaica backyard, which left bulletholes (in-
set) in a fence, paralyzed a teenage girl.

Workers from the city medical examiner’s office remove the body of Charles Pollock from the home 
on 157th Street. Photo by Christina Santucci

2011 shooting suspect
cuffed in South: DA

Famed designer dies in fi re
Inventor of Pollock Executive Chair lived in South Jamaica home

Continued on Page 32
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

ESPN personality 
Stephen A. Smith and city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott are slated to 
help NBA player Royal Ivey 
teach children basketball 
moves during his annual 
summer clinic in Hollis, or-
ganizers said.

For the sixth year in 
a row, Ivey plans to return 
to his hometown neigh-
borhood this weekend for 
three days of hoops and 
life lessons, which are usu-
ally capped off with a wild 
dance contest.

“Through the Skills 
Clinic, I hope youth in my 
community will reflect on 
basketball as it pertains 
to life — how goal-setting, 
discipline and character 
lead to success both on and 
off the court,” said Ivey, the 
6-foot-4, 200-pound guard 
for the Philadelphia 76ers. 

“I’ve been fortunate to live 
my dream for almost a de-
cade in the NBA, but you 
don’t have to be a profes-
sional athlete to achieve 
success. You can be a doc-
tor, a lawyer, an accountant 
or anything you want to 
be.”

After graduating from 
Benjamin Cardozo High 
School in Bayside, where he 
was admitted into the per-
forming dance  program, 
Ivey made his way to the 
University of Texas, where 
he took the Longhorns to 
four NCAA Tournaments, 
making it to the Final Four 
in 2003. From there he was 
selected by the Atlanta 
Hawks with the 37th pick in 
the 2004 NBA draft, going 
as far as the finals in 2012 
with the Oklahoma City 
Thunder.

But the hometown 
athlete has made a point of 
setting and reaching goals 

outside professional sports 
as well.

During the 2011 NBA 
lockout, he returned to the 

University of Texas to fin-
ish his studies and get his 
degree in applied learning 
and development.

And with the 50th an-
niversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech coming up 

Aug. 28, Ivey is focused on 
highlighting the historic 
civil rights moment as a 
theme for this year’s camp.

The three-day clinic 
will be held at the Hollis 
Playground on Hollis Av-
enue between 204th Street 
and Run DMC/Jam Master 
Jay Way between 3 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Aug. 22 and 23 
and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Aug. 24.

In addition to the on-
court fundamentals, young-
sters will also learn about 
career guidance, nutrition 
advice, financial literacy 
and study strategies. Par-
enting seminars will also 
be held to encourage fami-
lies to get involved.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Royal Ivey (c.) celebrates with the Lady Panthers at last year’s annual basketball clinic.

Royal Ivey set to return to Hollis for annual summer clinic
NBA star will headline three-day workshop for youngsters to learn various basketball and life skills

FREE PRIVATE PARKING 

TAX FREE WEEK!

Open: Tues, Wed, Fri Thur Sat Closed Mon

Scarlett 
by BeautiFeel

Essential 
by Rockport

Includes all bags and jewelry from Brighton & others. Special orders and phone orders accepted.

Expert shoe repair 
& modifi cations done on premises

FREE GIFT 

with Purchase

with this Ad

JCCA’s Forest Hills Child Care Center Summer and Fall 
Openings 

Serving our neighborhood’s children for more than 31 years, Jewish Child 
Care Association’s Forest Hills Child Care Center is one of the community’s 
oldest and most trusted child care programs for children ages 2-4. 

Special features include: 

 Year-round, full-day program (Monday-Friday 
7:30 am to 6 pm)  

 Nutritious kosher breakfasts and snacks 

 Professional, bilingual staff (Russian, 
Hebrew and Spanish) 

 All Group teachers have Masters degrees 

 Small classes and individual attention  

 Universal Pre K (UPK) partial day program 
reviewed highly by the Dept. of Education

 Licensed by the NYC Dept. of Health

Registration for Summer and Fall Programs. 
Availability is very limited  For more information go 
to www.jccany.org/fhccc or Contact: Abbe Natanielov 
at Natanielova@jccany.org  718-263-5730 

Forest Hills Child Care Center
108-05 68th Rd, Forest Hills 

Limited openings available for our fall program! 
Some summer openings still available!

are programs for children ages 2-4.

Monday-Friday 

and snacks

Russian, 

ters degrees

attention  

day program
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Health
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ontact: Abbe Natanielov 
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BY PHIL CORSO

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) did not have any-
one challenging him for his 
northeast Queens seat until 
a controversial vote landed 
him an opponent earlier 
this month.

Weprin voted in favor 
of a package of Council bills 
in June that aimed to reform 
the Police Department’s 
stop-and-frisk practices by 
creating an inspector gen-
eral under the city Depart-
ment of Investigation as 
well as setting up a means 
for potential profiling vic-
tims to sue the department. 
His position on the matter 
brought his then-uncon-
tested race for re-election 
into the spotlight, spurring 
retired NYPD Capt. Joseph 
Concannon to begin cam-
paigning as a Reform Party 
candidate.

“Stop-and-frisk is an 
effective tool, but needs to 
be used properly,” Weprin 
said in defense of his vote. 
“There is no reason a cop 
cannot stop people with sus-
picion, but this should not 
be used based on ethnicity 
or religious backgrounds.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg publicly opposed 
the stop-and-frisk vote and 
promised to veto the leg-
islation, but the Council’s 
position was validated ear-
lier this month when Man-
hattan District Judge Shira 
Scheindlin appointed an in-
dependent monitor to over-
see the NYPD’s reforms to 

the policies she ruled un-
constitutional.

In the days since, the 
four-year councilman said 
he stood by his position 
on stop-and-frisk and also 
hoped voters in the 23rd 
district would still consider 
his record beyond the one 
particular issue.

Since being elected in 
2009, Weprin said he was 
proud of his perfect atten-
dance in the Council rep-
resenting what he called 
one of the most diverse 
districts in the city. He said 
it was that same diversity 
that allowed for his office 
to deliver a broad range of 
services back to the areas 
he represents, which in-
cludes Hollis Hills, Queens 
Village, Little Neck, Doug-
laston, Bayside, Bellerose, 
Floral Park, Glen Oaks and 
Fresh Meadows.

In the four years 
since he was elected to the 
Council, Weprin said he 
has worked to preserve his 
district’s quality of life and 
downzone some parts of the 
neighborhoods to prevent 
overdevelopment. He also 
said his office has made 
outreach projects a top pri-
ority, particularly for his 
area’s senior citizen com-
munity.

Some other key issues 
the councilman said af-
fect his pocket of northeast 
Queens centered around 
education and sustainabil-
ity.

Under the current 
mayor, Weprin said his 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Days after the city 
filed notice it would appeal 
a federal judge’s ruling on 
stop-and-frisk, a retired 
police captain from Queens 
Village stood with others 
earlier this week to voice 
her support for a package of 
NYPD reform bills the City 
Council was scheduled to 
vote on Thursday.

“I am troubled by what 
the mayor and the Police 
Commissioner are telling 
us, that we have to choose 
between safety and justice,” 
Rev. Karyn Carlo, who re-
tired from the department 
11 years ago after two de-
cades on the job, said at a 
news conference at 1 Police 
Plaza Tuesday.

“They tell us that, if 
we want a safe city, we have 
to accept that the price of 
that safety is that some 
New Yorkers will have to 
live under siege in their 
own communities, unable 
to even walk out their front 
doors without fearing yet 
another stop and frisk, not 
because of anything they 
have done, but because of 

who they are – black, La-
tino, disabled, LGBT, Mus-
lim or poor,” she added. 
“We can have a city that is 
both safe and just.”

The council was 
scheduled to vote Thurs-
day on whether to over-
ride Bloomberg’s veto of 
the Community Safety Act, 

which would create an in-
spector general to oversee 
the NYPD and expand the 
city’s anti-profiling law.

Late last week the city 
Law Department filed no-
tice it plans to appeal Man-
hattan District Judge Shira 
Scheindlin’s ruling that 
the NYPD’s use of stop-and-

frisk was unconstitutional 
and her appointment of an 
independent monitor to 
oversee the department’s 
reforms.

Beyond the notice, de-
tails of the specifics of the 
appeal were scant. During a 
news last week, Bloomberg 

BY JOE ANUTA

The US Open kicks off 
its tournament in Queens 
this weekend with the an-
nual Arthur Ashe Kids’ 
Day, which heralds two 
weeks of world-class tennis 
in Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park.

The United States 
Tennis Association holds 
the two-week tennis tour-
nament at the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis 
Center, and this year First 
Lady Michelle Obama is 
slated to attend Kids’ Day, 
which offers family fun and 
a chance for youngsters to 
learn more about the game 
and catch a glimpse of some 
top-notch players.

“We are thrilled the 
first lady will be joining 
us at Arthur Ashe Kids’ 
Day, the largest single-
day, grassroots tennis 
and entertainment event 
in the world,” said USTA 

President Dave Haggerty. 
“Her message of leading 
a healthy lifestyle is the 
perfect fit for this action-
packed program that cele-
brates the life and values of 
tennis legend and humani-

tarian Arthur Ashe.”
Two days later, tourna-

ment, which draws specta-
tors from across the globe, 
will officially commence.

This year, Novak Djok-
ovic is seeded No. 1 on the 
men’s side, while defending 
champion Serena Williams 
is ranked first on the wom-
en’s side.

Djokovic is followed by 
Rafael Nadal at No. 2 and 
defending champion Andy 
Murray at No. 3.

Last year’s men’s No. 1 
seed and five-time singles 
champion Roger Federer 
is ranked at No. 7 after a 
shaky year leading up to 
the Open.

Behind Williams is 

Fans and tennis crews gear up for opening night festivities during 
the 2011 US Open. 

Queens Village resident and retired NYPD Capt. Karyn Carlo speaks in favor of stop-and-frisk reform. 
Photo courtesy Communities United for Police Reform

City Councilman Mark Weprin is readying a campaign to defend his 
23rd District seat this November.

First lady to ring in 2013 US Open

Boro cop calls for frisk reform
Former NYPD captain speaks out as city appeals judge’s ruling

Weprin jump-starts 
re-election campaign

Continued on Page 25

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 46



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 23-29, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
5

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Democratic candidates 
vying for southeast Queens’ 
City Council District 28 
seat shared their views on 
education with TimesLedg-
er Newspapers.

The district, which 
covers South Jamaica and 
parts of Jamaica, South 
Ozone Park and Richmond 
Hill, is currently represent-
ed by Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica).

He faces three chal-
lengers in the Sept. 10 Dem-
ocratic primary: David 
Kayode, Hettie Powell and 
Eugene Evans.

Kayode, a minister and 
a drug-addiction counselor 
with the city Department of 
Homeless Services, said he 
chose to run because he be-
lieves the community is not 
up to residents’ standards.

“What is going on is 
not right. People are sup-
posed to be helping the com-
munity,” he said. “Those in 

charge only love three peo-
ple: I, me and myself.”

On education, Kayode 
said he raised five children 
who all attended public 
schools, and he would focus 
on encouraging parent in-
volvement.

“When I was young, 
my parents were teachers 
and if I did anything wrong 
when I got home I would 
get spanked,” he said. “We 
have crowded classrooms, 
a shortage of teachers and 
lack of participation. It is 
out of control and this is 
bringing the school system 
down.”

Wills, who first won 
the seat in a 2010 special 
election following the death 
of Councilman Tom White, 
said voters should re-elect 
him based on his record 
serving the district.

“I’m the most qualified 
candidate and I have a re-
cord of getting results,” he 
said. “You could take [the 
other candidates’] picture 

off their literature and it’s 
the same thing. They have 
no proven records.”

The councilman said 
his education platform con-
sists of continuing policies 

such as his feeder school 
program, which sets up ac-
ademic tracks that students 
can follow from elementary 
to middle school. Wills has 
also made a significant 
financial investment for 
technology in his district.

“I’m going to continue 
doing what I’m doing,” he 
said.

Powell, a criminal de-
fense attorney with Queens 
Law Associates, is also run-
ning on a campaign of rais-
ing community standards.

She did not respond to 
several requests for com-
ment by press time, but in a 
previous interview she told 
TimesLedger she would 
advocate for after-school 
programs and vocational 
training schools.

She said she would 
continue the investments 
Wills has made in schools 
with regard to technology 
infrastructure.

Evans, a Rochdale Vil-
lage resident, could not be 

reached, but he reportedly 
told the Rochdale Advo-
cate, “I put my opponents 
for this race into two cat-
egories; one opponent is fu-
eled by self-interests which 
has led to accusations of 
corruption; the other an op-
portunistic power grabber. 
Neither has demonstrated 
the wherewithal to pro-
vided opportunity for our 
community. Neither should 
be considered for the future 
council position.”  

Three former candi-
dates who had been cam-
paigning for the seat  — 
Joseph Marthone, Breina 
Payne and Christina Win-
slow — did not get their 
names on the ballot. . 

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A crucial city agency 

voted to approve the $3 bil-
lion Willets Point project 
Wednesday, sending the 
proposal to its last stop: the 
City Council.

The City Planning 
Commission voted to ap-
prove the project, where 
developers plan to initially 
clean toxic soil on 23 acres 
of the Iron Triangle, con-
struct retail outlets and a 
hotel on the east side of Citi 
Field and build a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot mall to the 
west.

After the city makes 
good on a promise to com-
plete additional ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
in 2024, the joint venture of 

Related Cos. and Sterling 
Equities, the real estate 
arm of the New York Mets, 
will build both market rate 
and affordable housing.

“With today’s approv-
al, we are one step closer to 
reversing a century of con-
tamination at Willets Point 
and creating a vibrant des-
tination that will gener-
ate thousands of new jobs, 
housing, retail and open 
space for local residents,” 
the joint venture  said in a 
statement.

City Planning will 
then deliver its verdict to 
the Council, which will 
trigger a 50-day window in 
which lawmakers must de-
cide to approve, modify or 
strike down the proposal.

Earlier this month, 

EDC sent letters to 90 of the 
auto shop and scrap busi-
nesses that make up the 
gritty neighborhood offer-
ing them a year’s rent in 
exchange for clearing out 
by the end of November.

But activist and Wil-
lets Point tenant Marco 
Neira said 12 month’s rent 
at Willets Point would not 
cover the cost of moving to 
a more expensive location.

“We don’t accept this 
letter, because it offers 
nothing,” he said, adding 
that the businesses there 
operate as a symbiotic 
whole and have not wavered 
in their request to move as 
a group.

This offer, he insisted, 
incentives businesses to 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Teachers in Queens 

public schools may not 
overwhelming choose to 
live in the borough, but 
they would be well-advised 
to study here.

A pair of recent reports 
show that while the major-
ity of Queens teachers live 
elsewhere, two of the bor-
ough’s education schools 
rank highest when it comes 
to sending qualified teach-
ers to the city Department 
of Education.

About 48 percent of 
Queens’ 18,252 teachers 
live in the borough, ac-
cording to an analysis by 
the Independent Budget 
Office. That puts Queens 
in-between Staten Island in 

Brooklyn — where the ma-
jority of teachers choose to 
live where they work — and 
the Bronx and Manhattan, 
which have the lowest per-
centages of resident teach-
ers.

Queens did stand out 
when it comes to the num-
ber of teachers who live 
outside the city. Probably 
due to its proximity to Nas-
sau County, the borough 
had about 46 percent of its 
teachers live outside the 
five boroughs.

Another report by the 
DOE ranking the 12 edu-
cation programs that sent 
the most educators to the 
department showed that 
Queens College and St. 
John’s University educated 

More than 90 percent of gradu-
ates from Queens College’s ed-
ucation program are still em-
ployed as teachers after three 
years on the job, according to 
a recent city Department of 
Education report.

Eugene Evans (clockwise from top l.), David Kayode, Hettie 
Powell and Councilman Ruben Wills are competing to 
represent southeast Queens’s City Council District 28. 

Photos courtesy candidates and by Christina Santucci

Borough education programs  
mold best city teachers: Report

City sends Willets Point plan
to face fi nal vote by lawmakers

Four candidates vie for SE Queens seat
City Councilman Ruben Wills to face three challengers in the Sept. 10 Democratic party primary

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

New York-based in-
vestment firm Paulson & 
Co. Inc. agreed to purchase 
piano maker Steinway Mu-
sical Instruments Inc. for a 
little more than half a bil-
lion dollars last week.

Paulson’s offer of $40 
per share topped Kohlberg 
& Co.’s earlier bid of $35 per 
share. Steinway initially 
agreed to the lower offer 
but will now pay Kohlberg 
a $6.7 million termination 
fee in order to proceed with 
its merger with Paulson & 
Co.

Under the current pro-
posal, Paulson will pay $512 
million for all outstanding 
shares of Steinway and take 
the company private.

“At $5 per share 
more than the offer from 
Kohlberg, this transac-
tion provides sharehold-
ers significant value for 
their investment,” Michael 
Sweeney, chairman and 

CEO of Steinway, said in 
a statement. “At the same 
time, our employees, deal-

ers, artists and customers 
can rest assured that Stein-
way will be in excellent 

hands under John Paul-
son’s stewardship.”

One of the reasons 

Paulson wanted to buy the 
music company, he said in 
a statement, was because 
its products are of the high-
est quality.

He owns three Stein-
way grand pianos — models 
M, O and B — and in a let-
ter to employees said he in-
tends to purchase a fourth 
one with a factory-installed 
player piano system.

In his letter to Stein-
way employees, Paulson 
added he has no intention 
of making any changes to 
the manufacturing opera-
tions.

“The company’s prov-
en business model and 
highly skilled employees 
provide a strong founda-
tion on which to expand,” 
Paulson said. “We fully in-
tend to maintain the superb 
quality of Steinway’s musi-
cal instruments, which are 
the finest in the world.”

Although headquar-
tered in the Boston suburb 
of Waltham, Mass., Stein-

way & Sons continues to 
produce its world-class pia-
nos at its factory in Asto-
ria. In fact, the 2,500 pianos 
Steinway produces each 
year come from either the 
Queens factory or the one 
in Hamburg, Germany, ac-
cording to the company’s 
website.

Steinway Musical In-
struments Inc. is comprised 
of Steinway & Sons, which 
makes pianos, and Conn-
Selmar, which produces 
other musical instruments 
including Bach Stradivari-
us trumpets, Selmer Paris 
saxophones, King trom-
bones and Ludwig snare 
drums, among others.

Last week, in a second 
letter, Paulson assured em-
ployees and dealers in the 
Conn-Selmar division that 
he intends to continue do-
ing business as usual there 
as well.

The deal is expected to 
be finalized by the end of 
September.

In this 1996 file photo, John Volastro applies the finishing touches to a Steinway piano at the piano 
maker’s factory in Astoria. AP Photo/Adam Nadel

Investment fi rm to buy Steinway piano factory

JOAN FLOWERS

Vote

JOAN FLOWERS will:
fi ght for needed jobs in our community
restore excellence to our schools
protect senior services
fi ght for better health care access for all

Paid for and authorized by Joan Flowers for the 27th District, 223-09 Linden Boulevard, Cambria Heights, NY 11411

Endorsed by 

Former Governor 

David Paterson

A community leader fi ghting for us

VOTE DEMOCRATIC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

Phone: 718-213-Joan (5626)

www.joanfl owers2013.com

223-09 Linden Blvd. Cambria Heights, NY 11411
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@ JohnCats2013 @ JCats2013

John Catsimatidis

John Catsimatidis Has Been Endorsed By The
NYPD’s Sergeants Benevolent Association
“John Catsimatidis has the courage to stand-up
to the City Council on issues like Stop and Frisk

and the so-called Community Safety Act.”
- Ed Mullins, President

FOR MAYOR
IMATIDIS

THE CITY COUNCIL VOTED TO
MAKE OUR STREETS UNSAFE

We Must Hold Speaker Quinn And
Council Members Accountable For The

Rise In Crime That Could Result

SBA President Ed Mullins
with John Catsimatidis

WHOM DO YOU TRUST
TO KEEP YOU SAFE?
The Professional Politicians on the

City Council, or the Law Enforcement
Professionals of the NYPD?

• OPPOSE the Community “Safety” Act
• Keep Commissioner Ray Kelly in place
• Add more police in all five boroughs

• Support the Stop-And-Frisk Program
• Provide resources the NYPD Needs
• Stop terrorists in their tracks

We Must NOT Let New York
Become Another Chicago!

SUPPORT JOHN CATSIMATIDIS IN THE FIGHT TO KEEP NEW YORK SAFE

www.CATS2013.com
Paid for by the CATS2013 Committee

Vote For John Catsimatidis In The September 10th Republican Primary!
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LONG ISLAND CITY — The Police Department 
was asking for help to find a suspect wanted in con-
nection with a robbery within the 108th Precinct, cops 
said.

The suspect, a man with short black hair wearing 
a white T-shirt and denim shorts, entered the DCD Ex-
clusive Video, on Jackson Avenue, around 1 a.m. Aug. 
5 and allegedly displayed a firearm before demanding 
cash, police said. The victim obeyed and the suspect left 
with an unknown amount of money, the NYPD said.

Cops said no one was injured in the incident.
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The simple act of recycling helps preserve natural resources.
Waste Management is developing innovative solutions to reduce waste, 
recover more materials, and make recycling easier for communities and 
organizations.  By 2020, we expect to manage more than 20 tons of 
materials per year, up from more than 12 million tons in 2012. 

Last year we  
recycled enough 

Empire State Building

Find out more at ThinkGreen.com

©2013 Waste Management, Inc.

materials to fill the 

17 times.

ASTORIA — A New York Giants lineman was 
sentenced to a conditional discharge in connection 
to series of smashups in Astoria earlier this year, the 
New York Post reported. The ruling frees him from re-
imbursing any of the damages to several parked cars 
he drunkenly crashed into after a soccer match last 
summer, the Post reported.

David Diehl pleaded guilty back in February to 
aggravated driving while intoxicated as well as im-
paired driving charges after his arrest, the Post said. 
He was accused of crashing his BMW into two parked 
cars after leaving an Astoria bar, where he was watch-
ing a Croatian soccer match, according to the paper.

Officers found Diehl to have had a blood alcohol 
content of .182, way over the legal limit of .08, the Post 
said.

His plea deal forces him to attend a National 
Football League substance abuse treatment program 
as well as two drunken driving programs in lieu of 
paying $1,200 in restitution for the cars he damaged, 
the Post reported.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

S. Jamaica teenager assaulted in elevator: Cops

Giants lineman reaches deal on DWI charge

A suspect wanted in connection 
with a sexual assault is shown in 
surveillance footage, according 
to police. Image courtesy NYPD

SOUTH JAMAICA — A 13-year-old girl was sexu-
ally assaulted in an elevator in the South Jamaica 
Housing Development last weekend, police said.

The man police identified as a suspect was cap-
tured on a disturbing video entering the elevator at 
about 7:30 a.m. and putting his arm around the teen 
before allegedly assaulting her, according to the 
NYPD.

When the elevator reached the girl’s floor, she 
screamed and the man, described in his early 20s and 
about 5 feet 8 inches tall, fled, police said.

He was last seen wearing jeans, a black and white 
T-shirt and a black and white baseball cap, cops said.

Police are looking for this sus-
pect wanted in connection with 
a robbery in Long Island City. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Armed man robs LIC video store: NYPD

New York Giants linebacker David 
Diehl (l.) leaves Kew Gardens 
court following another appear-
ance. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BREAKING NEWS

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The MTA may want 

to consider printing some 
new “If you see something, 
say something” posters.

Darius McCollum, the 
curious figure who has 
gained a sort of minor-ce-
lebrity status with his pen-
chant for impersonating 
transit workers, was imme-
diately available for parole 
after he was sentenced last 
week for driving a stolen 
bus near John F. Kennedy 
International Airport near-
ly three years ago.

Police spotted McCol-
lum, who has been arrested 
more than two dozen times 
on similar charges, on Hill-
side Avenue in Queens  Aug. 
31, 2010, driving a Trail-
ways bus he had illegally 
requisitioned from a bus 
terminal in Hoboken, N.J., 
earlier in the day as it was 
undergoing maintenance.

For nearly three years 
the 48-year-old has waited 
in jail and, after pleading 
guilty to possessing stolen 
property last month, he 
was sentenced Aug. 15 to 2 
1/2 to five years in prison, 
making him available for 
parole.

“There’s no timeline 
[for parole],” said McCol-
lum’s attorney, Sally Butler. 
“Since he’s already served 
the mandatory minimum, 
they’re supposed to get him 
[to a parole hearing] pretty 

quickly.”
As part of the plea deal 

with the Queens district at-
torney’s office, Butler said 
she has been working with 
the mental health com-
munity to find treatment 
for McCollum’s Asperger’s 
syndrome.

“Part of the problem is 
finding a facility that can 
treat Asperger’s,” she said. 
“It has to be residential.”

McCollum, who grew 
up near the 179th Street 
F train stop in Jamaica, 
made his first headline in 
1981 when, at the age of 15, 
he managed to operate an 
E train six stops from 34th 
Street in Manhattan to the 
World Trade Center before 
he was spotted and arrest-

ed, according to reports .
While in Manhattan 

court  for impersonating 
a transit worker in 2001, 
McCollum’s advocates re-
portedly told the judge he 
had Asperger’s syndrome, 
a form of autism, though 
the judge did not recognize 
his disorder and sent him 
to jail, according to news 
reports. 

Butler said this time 
around, the Queens DA’s of-
fice brought in its own pro-
fessional, who diagnosed 
McCollum’s disorder.

The transit enthusi-
ast was arrested several 
more times over the years. 
In 2008, he claimed to be a 
safety consultant when po-
lice picked him up at the 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion in Jamaica wearing 
an orange vest and hard 
hat, officials said. Authori-
ties found him with stolen 
railroad keys, including 
one that operated an M-7 lo-
comotive, according to the 
DA’s office. 

BY JOE ANUTA

Republican Alex 
Blishteyn hopes to provide 
parents with more educa-
tion options and defend 
NYPD tools like stop-and-
frisk if he is elected to the 
City Council in November.

The Fresh Meadows 
lawyer will compete against 
the winner of the Sept. 10 
Democratic primary in 
November to replace Coun-
cilman James Gennaro 
(D-Fresh Meadows), who is 
term-limited out of his seat. 
The district includes Bri-
arwood, Fresh Meadows, 
Hillcrest, Jamaica Hills, 
Jamaica Estates, Pomonok, 
Electchester and a portion 
of Jamaica.

“I see this as a way to 
give back to the place that 
has given so much to me,” 
said Blishteyn, who immi-
grated to Queens from the 
former Soviet Union in the 
late 1970s.

The married father 
of two grew up in Jackson 
Heights before settling in 
Fresh Meadows about 20 
years ago, but a dissatisfac-
tion with the city govern-
ment led him to seek office 
this year.

Blishteyn said he sees 
the city’s finances slowly 
spinning out of control, 
and if elected plans to ad-
vocate for reining in so-
called legacy costs, which 
include pension and health 
care payments for union 
and public sector workers, 
which are eating up a more 
significant slice of the bud-
getary pie every year.

“The city can’t afford 
to continue on the path 
it’s going on,” he said, add-
ing that he has not taken 
campaign donations from 
unions like other candi-

dates vying for the seat and 
thus could be trusted to act 
in all of his constituents’ 
best interests.

Blishteyn, if elected, 
would like to sit on the Edu-
cation, Public Safety and 
Governmental Operations 
committees and also aims 
to give more school choices 
to parents with school-aged 
children.

A voucher program, 
where families are given 
money or tax breaks if they 
send their young pupils to 
private school, would be 
one way to open up options, 
he said.

Blishteyn’s position 
on charter schools had not 
been fully formed, he said, 
but he does support some 
of the institutions and in 

certain instances their 
co-location within public 
schools.

Another important 
issue to the community is 
safety, he said, especially 
in light of the recent Com-
munity Safety Act, which 
would allow lawsuits 
against the NYPD in con-
nection to stop-and-frisk 
and install an inspector 
general and was recently 
passed by city lawmakers.

“I think the current 
Council is playing politics 
with public safety and it’s 
disgusting,” he said.

The conservative, who 
is backed by the Queens 
Republican Party, said he 
does not believe paid sick 
leave needed to be codified 
into law. He is also opposed 

to fining small businesses, 
and commissioners and the 
mayor imposing restric-
tions like the Bloomberg 
administration’s ill-fated 
soda ban, which he said was 
pushed down New Yorkers’ 
throats without any votes 
from elected officials.

Democrats greatly 
outnumber Republicans in 
Queens, but Blishteyn said 
he is running because he 
believes in giving taxpay-
ers a choice and says he 
would be not just another 
cog in the machine.

“We need that opposi-
tion. We need people voicing 
different views on things,” 
he said. “Otherwise, what’s 
the point?”

Alex Blishteyn explains how he would advocate for the community should he be elected to the City 
Council. Photo by Joe Anuta

Darius McCollum is sentenced 
to 2 1/2 to five years in pris-
on for driving a stolen bus in 
Queens in 2010, and because 
he has been in jail since his ar-
rest, he is immediately avail-
able for parole.

Blishteyn eyes Jamaica seat
GOP candidate hopes to give parents more school choices if elected

Transit buff sentenced 
for 2010 boro joyride

Police spotted 
McCollum driving 
a Trailways bus 

in Queens

said he took issue with 
several public statements 
Scheindlin made both prior 
to and during the trial.

After the district court 
forwards a copy of the no-
tice, the next step is for the 
city to ask the appeals court 
to step in and stay Scheind-
lin’s orders while the chal-
lenge is being considered.

The Center for Consti-
tutional Rights, the civil 

liberties group that argued 
the lawsuit challenging 
stop-and-frisk, released a 
statement expressing dis-
appointment at the admin-
istration’s decision.

“New Yorkers have 
denounced these tactics for 
over a decade and now the 

federal court has spoken,” 
the statement read. “It is 
time for Mayor Bloomberg 
and Commissioner Kelly 
to do the right thing and 
listen to and address these 
concerns.”

Continued from Page 4

Frisk
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Should there be an-
other Superstorm Sandy in 
Queens’ future, the federal 
government wants to be 
prepared to withstand the 
extreme weather and re-
build in its wake, officials 
announced Monday.

The Rebuilding Strat-
egy includes 69 policy 
recommendations for re-
storing Sandy-ravaged 
communities and safe-
guarding against extreme 
weather, and officials hope 
it will serve as a model 
nationwide for communi-
ties devastated by a natu-
ral disaster. The plan sets 
guidelines for about $50 
billion in federal recovery 
funds approved in January, 
of which hundreds of thou-
sands have already been 
doled out, according to the 
report.

U.S. Housing and 
Urban Development Sec-
retary Shaun Donovan, 

who chairs the president’s 
Hurricane Sandy Rebuild-
ing Task Force, which was 
created in December, was 
joined by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in Brooklyn for 
the 200-page document’s 
release.

“This work is helping 
entire communities move 
beyond this painful time 
in their lives. But as they 
do so, it is important not 
just to rebuild, but to better 
prepare the region for the 
existing and future threats 
exacerbated by climate 
change,” Donovan wrote 
in a letter included in the 
report.

Some of the most im-
portant parts of the strat-
egy are plans to prioritize 
all large-scale infrastruc-
ture projects, determine 
how they are connected 
and set guidelines to en-
sure that construction can 
withstand the impacts of 
climate change, officials 
said.

Flood-protection stan-
dards for these major infra-
structure projects relying 
on federal money are one of 
many parts of the plan al-
ready implemented, as well 
as the creation of an inter-
active, web-based map and 
a sea level rise calculator 
to be considered during the 

rebuilding process.
In addition, the report 

made recommendations for 
preventing extensive power 
outages in the event of fu-
ture storms.

“Despite the size and 
power of Hurricane Sandy, 
this was not inevitable: 
resilient energy solutions 

could have helped limit 
power outages,” the strat-
egy read.

Recommendations in-
clude making sure that en-
ergy projects using Sandy 
recovery funds are resil-
ient, preventing the disrup-
tion to fuel chain supply 
and encouraging states to 
work with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy to improve 
electric grid policies and 
standards were outlined in 
the plan, along with  sug-
gestions for brainstorming 
with community partners 
for innovative solutions 
and developing a plan so 
cellphones still work re-
gardless of the status of the 
electrical grid.

The report praised the 
city’s Rapid Repair Pro-
gram, which it said helped 
keep temporary housing 
open for  those most in 
need.

“This program fund-
ed temporary emergency 
repairs, which permitted 

homeowners to quickly 
restore their dwellings to 
a level of habitability,” the 
document read.

One section of the 
strategy also examined 
how different aspects of 
infrastructure, including 
transportation, were af-
fected by the hurricane and 
what impacts these had on 
residents in storm-ravaged 
regions.

Citing a report com-
pleted by the Rudin Center 
for Transportation NYU 
Wagner Graduate School 
of Public Service, the plan 
said that the average com-
mute time for Queens 
residents before and after 
Sandy remained the same 
at about 50 minutes. The 
borough was the only one 
of the five boroughs where 
travel time remained sta-
ble, while commuters from 
Staten Island  experienced 
rides by as much as 2 1/2 
hours.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) joins Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Shaun Donovan to unveil the Rebuilding Strategy. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Task force creates plan for superstorm recovery

Recycled as a can.
Reborn as a can.
Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

New York needs renewable energy now

F
or the past few years, 
it seems New Yorkers 
have been dealing 
with one weather-

related disaster after an-
other. We have seen heat 
waves and flooding, and 
you do not need to tell New 
Yorkers about hurricanes 
and tropical storms.

Unfortunately, climate 
scientists predict that ex-
treme weather events like 
Superstorm Sandy will be-
come even more common 

if we do not cut our global 
warming pollution.

As a New Yorker, I ex-
pect our legislators to do 
everything in their power 
to protect us from another 
Sandy, but the state Senate, 
especially Sens. Dean Skel-
os (R-Rockville Centre) and 
Jeffrey Klein (D-Bronx), 
failed to reach an agree-
ment to expand clean and 
renewable solar power in 
New York. I cannot image 
how this common sense is-

sue failed to pass.
Just a few months ago, 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo laid 
out a simple plan to grow 
solar power that, if passed 
by the state Legislature, 
would have kept 120,000 
tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions out of our atmo-
sphere and powered elec-
tricity in 400,000 New York 
homes.

Many areas of New 
York, including Skelos’ dis-
trict in Long Island, were 

devastated by Sandy. Why 
couldn’t Skelos at least 
agree to pass the governor’s 
plan for solar?

It is time for our legis-
lators to stop playing poli-
tics and start solving global 
warming.

Natalie Galarza
Intern

Environment New York
Manhattan

QUEENS HOSPITALS
ON LIFE SUPPORT

Queens is on the brink of a health care crisis that 
will only become more dire if two more borough facilities 
close.

Holliswood Hospital, a 125-bed private psychiatric fa-
cility, is preparing to completely shut down within several 
weeks , and St. John’s Episcopal, the last remaining major 
medical center on the Rockaway Peninsula, is struggling 
financially, according to its workers.

Since 2008, three hospitals in Queens — Parkway in 
Forest Hills, Mary Immaculate in Jamaica and St. John’s 
Queens in Elmhurst — have closed, equating to the loss of 
approximately 840 beds.

And the situation is particularly critical in the su-
perstorm-battered Rockaways. Peninsula Hospital was 
 forced to stop admitting patients  by the state Department 
of Health last year, leaving more than 100,000 peninsula 
residents to rely entirely on St. John’s Episcopal.

Where would Rockaway residents go if it, too, shuts 
down?

Jamaica Hospital, at 89-00 Van Wyck Expwy., would 
be the closest hospital to the Rockaways, and it is nearly 12 
miles away from the bridge that connects Broad Channel 
with Rockaway Beach.

The remaining facilities in Queens have stepped 
up to offset the closures somewhat. New York Hospital 
Queens opened a community-based practice in Whites-
tone, Elmhurst Hospital cut the ribbon on its Chest Pain 
Observation Unit and Queens Hospital Center expanded 
its geriatric clinic — all within the last 13 months.

But can these additions balance out the loss of medi-
cal providers if there is a emergency?

Queens leaders need to begin a frank discussion with 
hospital heads as to how the borough can economically 
add more beds and coordinate health care between large 
institutions and smaller facilities.

Earlier this year,  NYHQ President and CEO Stephen 
Mills  warned that the borough is not necessarily prepared 
if many people were injured at once.

“We have two stadiums, two major highways and two 
major airports. A number of major disasters could poten-
tially take place at any time, and we do not have the capa-
bility in Queens to take care of all of them.”

Preparation and innovation is key to proving Mills 
wrong.
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Reforming stop-and-frisk will lessen gun violence
I

n 2003, my childhood 
friend was a victim of 
gun violence, murdered 
in front of his home in 

South Jamaica. It was an 
event that changed my life 
and led to my involvement 
in government.

It is also why I was 
proud to organize — as 
chief of staff to then-City 
Councilman James Sand-
ers, who I succeeded — 
the first gun buyback in 
Queens, which took nearly 
1,000 guns off our streets.

I strongly support ef-
forts to stem the gun vio-
lence still occurring in our 
communities, and I also 
support the Community 
Safety Act. We must enact 
a real ban on racial profil-
ing.

Preventing gun vio-
lence and rooting out mis-
guided NYPD policies are 
not contradictory goals. In 
fact, reforming stop-and-
frisk is an essential part of 
improving safety in New 
York City. It is imperative 
that we regain communi-

ties’ faith with policing that 
treats people fairly regard-
less of their race, sexual 
orientation or address.

Contrary to mislead-
ing statements by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s ad-
ministration and other op-
ponents of reform, the bill 
banning racial profiling 
will in no way end stop-
and-frisk or prevent offi-
cers from using sound and 
effective law enforcement 
practices.

When there is no rea-
sonable suspicion of crimi-
nal activity, the law will 
simply prohibit officers 
from stopping and frisk-
ing someone explicitly due 
to the color of their skin or 
sexual orientation.

The standard used 
in the Community Safety 
Act’s discriminatory pro-
filing ban is, in fact, iden-
tical to the one in the anti-
racial profiling law that 
Bloomberg signed into law 
in 2004. By claiming this 
law would handcuff police, 
opponents of the bill are 

either misinformed or in-
tentionally misleading the 
public.

Having lost someone 
so close to me during a 
violent crime, I completely 
understand the need for 
safety in our communities. 
I deeply respect the police 
who work tirelessly to pre-
vent violence and pursue 
perpetrators.

But continually mak-
ing excuses for an inde-
fensibly out-of-control 
stop-and-frisk policy is 
offensive. Neither the ten-
sion these policies create 
between the NYPD and the 
communities they are sup-
posed to serve nor the divi-
sive rhetoric that defends 
these policies are making 
our great city any safer.

Gun violence has re-
mained nearly unchanged 
throughout the Bloomberg 
administration. That is 
something residents in 
many communities of color 
across the city can tell you 
— just about the same num-
ber of people in our commu-

nities are being shot.
Rather than reflex-

ively defending an out-of-
control policy which sows 
distrust of the police, our 
mayor should be seeking a 
constructive path forward 
that will truly help make 
our city safer.

The Council has taken 
strong steps to support anti-
violence efforts through its 
Taskforce to Combat Gun 
Violence, which provides 
funding for violence inter-
rupters and other proven 
programs.

However when law-
abiding New Yorkers start 
to look at the police as the 
enemy, our collective work 
to stem gun violence is 
shackled by mistrust.

We need to commit 
to public safety policies 
that engage the majority 
of people who simply want 
to live productively and 
feel that they can put their 
trust in the police, who are 
supposed to be protecting 
them.

This change starts 

with common sense re-
forms, which would protect 
the rights and safety of all 
New Yorkers.

It is not about attack-
ing or demonizing police 
officers. It is quite the oppo-
site: It is about standing up 
to the misguided politicians 
who defend a quota-driven 
system that damages the 
relationship between our 
officers and the communi-
ties they protect.

Ending such injustices 
will allow officers and citi-
zens to mend the bridges in 
our neighborhoods. With-
out a basic understanding 
between police and commu-
nity, solving and prevent-
ing crime becomes a much 
more difficult task.

Stopping New York-
ers who are doing nothing 
wrong is counterproduc-
tive to everyone’s safety 
and also simply a waste of 
resources.

We should applaud our 
members of the Council, 
like Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 

who may not have person-
ally experienced these 
stop-and-frisk abuses, but 
understand that they are 
wrong and detrimental to 
public safety.

Rather than cynically 
attacking Council mem-
bers who represent the dis-
tricts which are affected by 
stop-and-frisk, opponents 
of the bill should unite with 
everyday New Yorkers and 
support the enactment of a 
ban against discriminatory 
profiling.

We need to take real 
strides toward reducing 
gun violence and ensuring 
all New Yorkers are safe 
in our city. We also need to 
protect the basic liberties 
of the law-abiding, tax-pay-
ing citizens who we were 
democratically elected to 
represent.

Donovan Richards
City Councilman

(D-Laurelton)

Return Auburndale’s PS 130 to District 26 

T
he city School Con-
struction Authority 
says that if residents 
do not want a new ele-

mentary school on the Keil 
Bros. property in Bayside, 
an alternate site should be 
recommended.

The SCA should be 
told that we have another 
site for a school in District 
26, and that site is PS 130 
on Francis Lewis Boule-
vard and 42nd Avenue. 
The school is geographi-
cally in District 26, but as 
many know it was stolen 
from the community many 
years ago.

After several incarna-
tions, it was turned over to 
District 25, with local stu-
dents effectively shut out 
and bused to overcrowded 
schools like PS 31, near the 
Keil property, PS 159 and 

PS 162. If PS 130 were to be 
reclaimed for District 26, 
it would take the pressure 
off those other schools. 
A new elementary school 
may be appropriate in oth-
er District 26 areas and/or 
District 25.

The Auburndale Im-
provement Association 
Inc., a local civic organi-
zation, has collected more 
than 200 petition signa-
tures from residents living 
around PS 130 demanding 
that the school be returned 
to our community. Many of 
the petitions have detailed 
statements demonstrating 
just how upset and out-
raged local residents are.

Property values are 
affected in this area as 
well. What family would 
want to buy a home in a 
community where chil-

dren cannot readily use 
their local school and have 
to be bused to other over-
crowded schools?

So far, we have re-
ceived no response from 
city Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott, the city 
Department of Education, 
the SCA or the two local 
superintendents about the 
petitions. Copies of the 
more than 200 signatures 
were sent to each party as 
well as to Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
and City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone).

The community sur-
rounding PS 130 will not 
give up until that school 
is returned to use for lo-
cal children. We have no 

problem with the program 
for special needs children 
currently in the build-
ing remaining there, and 
we understand that the 
changeover to local use 
would be gradual so as not 
to disturb the education of 
children currently attend-
ing the school.

If there is room for 
other students not living 
locally, I do not think the 
community would object 
to having them come to 
our school, but local chil-
dren must be given first 
priority.

Our fight will contin-
ue until we are successful.

Henry Euler
First Vice President

Auburndale Improvement 
Association

Auburndale

I
s columnist Bob 
Friedrich so cynical of 
government as to deny 
the practical benefits 

of speed cameras (“Speed 
cameras feed Gotham’s rev-
enue addiction,” Aug. 2-8)?

How often have we 
seen reckless drivers weav-
ing through traffic at high 
speeds with no impunity? 
How often have we asked, 
“Where is the police when 
you need them?”

With speed cameras, 
there is a permanent law 

enforcement presence to 
ensure that unsafe drivers 
are brought to justice.

If Friedrich is unhap-
py with how the revenue 
gained by violations is be-
ing spent, my advice to him 
is to avoid speeding — the 
same way we can avoid 
playing the lottery if we are 
unhappy with how the pro-
ceeds are being spent.

Sergey Kadinsky
Fresh Meadows

City needs speed cameras
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n August 1953, the Ko-
rean War truce was 
signed. Just returned 
to stateside, Airman 

First Class Raymond W. 
King, of Astoria, received 
the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for meritorious ser-
vice over North Korea. As 
a flight engineer on a B-26 
bomber, King was taking 
part in a reconnaissance 
mission the previous year 
when his crew spotted a 
convoy and destroyed 22 
enemy vehicles.

●

Recently labeled the 
“Boulevard of Death,” 
Queens Boulevard was 
known as a notorious night-

mare for commuters. Given 
that the boulevard serves 
as one of three main access 
roads to Manhattan and the 
only one linked with a free 
bridge, traffic tie-ups were 
all but inevitable.

The problem was espe-
cially severe in Forest Hills 
and Rego Park.

That summer 60 years 
ago, it got worse. While 
much of the boulevard was 
cordoned off for repaving 
work, truck drivers bring-
ing in material suddenly 
went on strike. This also 
stopped demolition plans 
for the Long Island Rail 
Road trestles at Winfield, 
creating even more bottle-

necks.
●

In another part of 
Queens, residents were 
told they could expect no 
relief from the unrelenting 
noxious odors of Newtown 
Creek. Though experts 
were called in and claimed 
the smells were more of-
fensive than toxic, city offi-
cials were nevertheless re-
luctant to call the problem 
solved.

There was no easy so-
lution. If they came down 
too hard against the offend-
ing industries, the firms 
might move. Others noted 
that the aggressive city 
Smoke Control Bureau had 
successfully carried out en-
forcement.

●

New York State Indus-
trial Commissioner Ed-
ward Corsi received recom-
mendations from a special 
board for a new statewide 

hourly minimum wage, 
ranging from 65 to 75 cents.

●

On Aug. 13, 1953, the 
police broke up the city’s 
first baby carriage block-
ade, a 2 1/2-hour demon-
stration staged by mothers 
upset over speeding mo-
torists on 160th Street and 
17th Avenue in Clearview 
Gardens.

Sparking the protest 
was the sudden spike in 
traffic on 160th Street after 
it was widened. More point-
edly, a speeding car struck 
a child near the Clearview 
Community Council Day 
Camp. Protestors were pac-
ified after the city Traffic 
Department agreed to erect 
a stop sign and the police 
promised to step up patrols 
in the neighborhood.

Organizer Florence 
Roth promised to resume 
the blockade if authorities 
did not follow through on 

their word.
●

That August, the 
“Kinsey Report on Human 
Sexuality” was published 
— rather caustically, how-
ever — as its headline read, 
“The Kinsey Report: Bunk 
Plus Arrogance.” A report-
er went around Queens and 
found that locals showed 
“more skepticism than in-
terest” in the report. Most 
thought the survey claimed 
that women were unable to 
provide honest answers.

A Douglaston woman 
noted, “The average wom-
an wouldn’t answer, and 
those that would probably 
wouldn’t tell the truth. I 
wouldn’t trust any girl to 
give accurate information 
about her sex life.”

Similarly, a doctor 
from Astoria, whose pa-
tients included many wom-
en, asserted that only a 
fraction of Kinsey’s female 

interviewees — in his esti-
mation, 2 percent or 3 per-
cent — would actually be 
truthful.

A druggist from Jack-
son Heights waxed, “A wom-
an is a mysterious thing … 
most women would say one 
thing and mean something 
else.”

And a proprietor of 
a billiard hall in Flush-
ing put it bluntly when he 
explained that “women 
weren’t capable of giving 
an accurate account on 
anything.”

A Maspeth woman not 
only approved of the study, 
but said she would be happy 
to participate in its studies. 
Another woman from Asto-
ria shared her view, assert-
ing that “sex research is a 
much-needed thing.”

For further informa-
tion, call 718-278-0700 or 
visit astorialic.org.

Queens residents torn over Kinsey report in August ’53

Elmhurst group helps South Asians get ready for college

M
any immigrant 
families face anxi-
ety when prepar-
ing their children 

for college. Some families, 
which have children who 
will be the first in their 
family to pursue higher 
education, are woefully un-
aware of the process.

South Asian Youth Ac-
tion, which has served the 
Elmhurst area for 16 years, 
aims to prepare students 
in Queens for college while 
providing enrichment and 
leadership programs to fos-
ter skills and attitudes that 
are conducive to success 
in higher education. This 
includes tutoring and SAT 
prep, as well as engaging 
with local schools to sup-

port and mentor students.
I spoke with SAYA!’s 

executive director, Udai 
Tambar, on programs of-
fered by SAYA! as well as 
the state of college prepa-
ration for college-bound 
youth in Queens.

SAYA! serves an im-
portant function as a “safe 
space” for South Asian 
youth. Tambar noted that 
the need for a space, both 
physical and metaphorical, 
is critical. SAYA! main-
tains a youth lounge at the 
center, stocked with books, 
computers and other re-
sources.

Tambar noted that 
having this safe area gives 
youth “the strength to nav-
igate other spaces as well.” 
He stressed that the goal of 
the programs is to cultivate 
well-rounded individuals 
and, in the process, intro-
duce the program partici-
pants to musical activities 
and chess.

A critical aspect of 

SAYA!’s social outreach is 
its Support, Action, Guid-
ance and Enrichment 
model. Tambar noted that 
though some students in 
the leadership program 
were active in social causes, 
they were also struggling 
in high school and were not 
on a path to succeed in col-
lege. Others who did well in 
academics tended to under-
achieve when applying to 
colleges, with some entire-
ly unaware of the process, 
such as taking SAT exams.

Due to the complex 
needs of young adults, the 
SAGE model supplements 
leadership training with 
academic tutoring.

One of SAYA!’s more 
prominent programs, Chal-
lo College!, responds to de-
ficient college preparation 
and invites students on col-
lege tours with overnight 
stays at campuses for high 
school juniors and rising 
seniors. This has included 
tours of Ithaca College 

and SUNY Binghamton 
and will include upcoming 
trips to Philadelphia and 
Washington, D.C.

Anxiety over allowing 
children to stay in a dorm 
at a university is a common 
trend for high school-aged 
South Asians’ parents, 
so the trips serve to allay 
some of these concerns. 
SAYA! begins these conver-
sations with parents early, 

familiarizing them with 
the process and the idea of 
allowing their children to 
live at a university before 
they apply.

Tambar said, “It’s not 
that your parents don’t 
want you to do well … they 
may not know anyone else 
who has gone away.”

SAYA! works to bridge 
gaps in social support that 
it says have eroded due to 

budget cuts. Tambar said 
a large number of South 
Asian students attend 
overcrowded high schools, 
where they cannot receive 
the individualized atten-
tion they need. He said 
there are many “young 
people with tremendous 
potential who are unable to 
navigate the process,” par-
ticularly those with no one 
at home to help them learn 
how to apply for college.

Efforts also include 
helping students learn 
about applying and secur-
ing financial aid. Ultimate-
ly, cultivating a culture of 
achievement from the time 
they enter SAYA! to college 
marks a successful applica-
tion of the SAGE model.

Parents who wish to 
enroll their child in one of 
SAYA!’s many programs 
can complete an intake 
form at saya.org and a staff 
member will contact them.

COLUMNS

New Voices

South Asian Youth Action works to prepare students for life after 
high school.

■
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ew York City’s edu-
cation system, like 
the rest of Amer-
ica’s, has been hi-

jacked by politicians who 
are eager to tout their suc-
cess at making much-need-
ed gains.

But since the political 
class is a transient one, as 
elected leaders come and 
go — except in Albany — 
due to term limits, we are 
constantly seeing new pro-
grams that are continuous-
ly depleting our ability to 
make progress and prepare 
all kinds of learners to be-
come “educated citizens.”

Remember No Child 
Left Behind? That was the 
George W. Bush adminis-

tration’s catchy title for re-
vamping public education 
in America. That lasted 
about eight years and was 
replaced by Race to the Top, 
another peppy slogan in-
vented by the Obama edu-
crats. How did that work? 
Well, it got a number of 
states to commit to impor-
tant reforms that got them 
a pot of federal money.

But has it made our 
overall education system 
better? Are our children 
better off today in the class-
room than they were four, 
12, 30 years ago?

No.
And now comes along 

another slickly named new 
idea: the Common Core 
Curriculum. I’m not sure 
more than 10 people in New 
York can give you a compre-
hensive explanation of what 
“Common Core” means, 
but it is now the talk of 
the town and has emerged 
as the new hot topic in the 
mayoral race.

In a nutshell, Common 
Core means that we are 
now shifting the way we as-
sess student progress with 
a greater emphasis on criti-
cal thinking, higher rea-
soning and strong writing 
skills. These are worthy 
goals, and who could argue 
that this is a long-overdue 
reform in an ossified edu-
cation system?

But the educrats 
who designed this system 
botched so many things, I 
don’t know where to start.

First, here’s an anec-
dote that sums up part of 
the problem. Last spring, 
my intelligent 13-year-old 
daughter came home and 
told me she took this hard 
statewide test.

“Daddy, I had to skip 
eight questions,” she said. 
“We didn’t even learn that 

stuff. Why would they test 
that?”

This from a student, 
who tested well enough to 
get into New York’s most 
prestigious public high 
schools.

It was one of those 
rare moments as a parent 
when words failed me and I 
couldn’t explain to her why 
she was being tested on ma-
terial she had never seen 
before.

So my question is 
why wasn’t Common Core 
phased in? We’ve known 
about it since 2009, so why 
weren’t teachers prepared 
to teach it earlier? Our kids 
then wouldn’t be set up for a 
test everyone knew the ma-
jority would fail. Is making 
children and their parents 
frightened about the lack 
of “proficiency” a political 

policy to shock the system?
And what about that 

large segment of students 
who may not be well-suited 
for liberal arts education 
or high-end professional 
careers — shouldn’t we be 
preparing curriculums or 
tests that play to their rela-
tive strengths? Why in edu-
cation do we always fall for 
the mistaken notion that 
one size fits all?

Tests are not a substi-
tute for great teaching and 
real learning. They are a 
blunt tool that measures 
progress and proficiency, 
but we now live in an age 
where everything must 
be quantified so we can 
hold students, parents and 
teachers accountable.

I think I speak for 
many parents and a silent 
majority of concern edu-
cation citizens when I say 
that we should slow down, 
focus on training great 
teachers and make sure 
our children learn effective 

communication and basic 
computational and reason-
ing skills.

But let us not lurch 
from one panacea to an-
other — from No Child 
Left Behind to Race to the 
Top to Common Core, we 
are just packaging the lat-
est fad in education reform 
and losing sight of the fun-
damentals of teaching and 
learning.

As one poor student 
named Albert Einstein 
once said, “Not everything 
that can be counted counts, 
and not everything that 
counts can be counted.”

How true.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Education reforms little more than the latest fads

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY JOE ANUTA

Lawyer John Ciafone 
would like to bring Asto-
ria its fair share of funding 
should he be elected the ar-
ea’s next city councilman.

The father of three is 
running in a Democratic 
primary against Costa 
Constantinides and Gus 
Prentzas for the western 
Queens seat, currently held 
by Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria), who is 
term-limited out.

“If you look at other 
districts, they are getting 
more funding than we are,” 
he said.

Ciafone said he would 
like to see earmarks for 
districts around the city, 
called discretionary spend-
ing, distributed more equi-
tably between lawmakers 
and not have them subject 
to what he called the whims 
of the Council speaker.

The problem, he said, is 
that programs for children 
and seniors end up suffer-

ing as a result of political 
struggles in City Hall.

The born-and-raised 
Astorian suggested the city 
cut excess costs and spend 
the money on senior cen-
ters, pre-kindergarten and 
after-school activities for 
students of all ages and li-
braries. As an example, he 
suggested the city Depart-
ment of Education rein in 
spending from its School 
Construction Authority, 
which is in charge of erect-
ing new schools, and build 
more wisely.

“There is a tremen-
dous amount of money in 
the system,” he said.

Ciafone was twice 
elected to the now-defunct 
city Board of Education, 
and served the area from 
the late 1990s until may-
oral control was initiated 
in 2002.

Reflecting on that 
time, Ciafone said he sup-
ports a voucher program 
for students who attend pri-
vate school and, in certain 

cases, supports charter 
schools.

He would also fight to 
give more power to parents 
and would not kowtow to 
the United Federation of 
Teacher, a powerful union 
Ciafone believes advocates 
more for their own mem-
bers than for children, he 
said.

Ciafone is also a sup-
porter of stop-and-frisk, 
and said he would have 
voted against the recent 
Community Safety Act, 
which would install an in-
spector general to oversee 
the department and also al-
low New Yorkers additional 
opportunities to sue the 
NYPD for alleged instances 
of racial profiling.

Out of the six subway 
stops in the district, none 
of them are handicapped 
accessible, but Ciafone said 
he would fight to change 
that.

The lawyer does not 
support retroactive pay 
raises, which is one of the 
biggest issues facing the 
next mayor, who must rene-
gotiate contracts with the 
city’s public workers.

“If we continue in this 
pattern, the city is going to 
end up like Detroit,” Cia-
fone said.

Ciafone is self-funding 
his race, which he says 
separates him from those 
who might want to buy in-
fluence.

He supports the 
planned Hallets Point proj-
ect, which would bring 
high-rise housing to the 
Astoria waterfront, though 
in general he would like to 
force more developers to 
build affordable housing 
in the area by requiring it 
in exchange for tax breaks 
and other incentives.

John Ciafone stands on an Astoria street he hopes to soon repre-
sent in the City Council. Photo by Joe Anuta

Ciafone hopes to secure more funding for Astoria

Five Towns College

• No Appointment Necessary • Scholarships Are Still Available • Bring Your Transcripts With You

Final Enrollment Days
Now Through September 6      9 am - 4 pm    

Hurry!
  Classes 

   Start 
      September 3



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 23-29, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

TL



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 2

3-
29

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

18

TL

BY PHIL CORSO

For the entire time 
Danielle De Stefano has 
lived in Astoria, her city 
councilman’s last name has 
been Vallone.

“There was always a 
Vallone there,” she said. “I 
always liked the way they 
did things.”

That was why De Ste-
fano said she saw an im-
pending vacancy as her op-
portunity to fill the shoes 
of current Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
with a similar approach to 
governing. While she might 
not be running under the 
same party affiliation, she 
said she planned on main-
taining many of Vallone’s 
core values as the race’s 
only Conservative and In-
dependence candidate.

De Stefano, 37, said she 
has kept a healthy work-
ing relationship with the 
Vallones’ Council office 
as a volunteer and wanted 
to continue their styles of 

leadership. The volleyball 
coach, mother of three and 
fourth-generation Asto-
rian said she could hit the 
ground running because of 
her familiarity with the ur-
ban district.

She even played on the 
same volleyball team as her 
possible predecessor as well 
as his brother, Flushing at-
torney Paul Vallone.

“I have already been 
active with community 
service through Peter Val-
lone’s office,” she said. “I 
want to follow suit on how 
he did things.”

The term-limited Val-
lone Jr. was elected to the 
seat in 2001 and succeeded 
his father Peter Vallone Sr., 
who represented the same 
Council district from 1974-
2001.

De Stefano said she 
was a big fan of Vallone’s 
priorities, which revolved 
around public safety, pro-
tecting small businesses, 
adequate senior housing 
and cleanliness throughout 

the 22nd District, which in-
cludes Astoria, Long Island 

City and parts of Jackson 
Heights.

When asked which is-
sue helped her most decide 
to run, De Stefano said she 
thought the NYPD needed a 
strong advocate represent-
ing the district. She set her-
self apart from some of her 
opponents in the race by 
opposing the controversial 
Community Safety Act in 
the Council, which sought 
to appoint an inspector 
general to oversee the de-
partment’s stop-and-frisk 
operations.

“I’m for it,” she said 
of stop-and-frisk. “I think 
there has to be guidelines 
and proper training. But 
my neighborhood is defi-
nitely safer than it was be-
cause of it.”

If elected to the Coun-
cil, she said she would 
continue that same style 
by working to increase 
the number of cops on the 
streets — particularly be-
tween 2 p.m. and 5 p.m., 
when students are return-
ing home from school.

De Stefano said she 

would also work to make 
her district’s small busi-
nesses less vulnerable to 
various city fines, especial-
ly those that result from 
what she called a flawed 
restaurant grading system.

She entered the race 
back in April, putting her 
name in with several oth-
ers vying for Vallone’s 
soon-to-be vacant seat as 
the incumbent runs for bor-
ough president.

Other candidates who 
have already entered the 
contest include Democrat-
ic District Leader Costa 
Constantinides, Democrat 
John Ciafone, Democrat 
Constantino “Gus” Prent-
zas, Green Party candidate 
Lynne Serpe and former 
New York Young Republi-
can Club President Daniel 
Peterson.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Danielle De Stefano is looking to serve her hometown of Astoria by 
continuing the same leadership style as current City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. Photo courtesy Danielle De Stefano

Astoria’s De Stefano centers campaign on safety
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city’s mayoral 
candidates were put on no-
tice that, as of Monday, they 
had 76 days to show the vot-
ers of southeast Queens 
they are more than just a 
stop on the campaign trail.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
climbed a ladder near the 
corner of Sutphin Boule-
vard and Liberty Avenue 
and, with a red marker, 
scrawled out the number 
of days left until the Nov. 1 
general election.

“We are here to wake 
up our communities from 
the slumber that has been 
induced by term after term 
of being asked to the dance 
and then being stood up,” 
he said with his feet on ter-
ra firma. “What we want to 
find out today is: What are 
the candidates running for 

mayor for this city going to 
do after that? What are you 
going to do after the prima-
ry and after the general?”

The sign invited pass-
ersby to chime in on Twit-
ter with their community 
concerns using the hash 
tag #WhatAboutUs?

Southeast Queens has 
already hosted two mayor-
al forums, but the members 
of the What About Us Con-
cerned Citizens Committee 
said they did not believe a 

forum is the best venue to 
have a meaningful conver-
sation with the candidates.

Pastor Larry David-
son, of the Resurrection 
Celebration Center in South 
Jamaica, urged the media 
to forget about the “circus 
atmosphere” on the cam-
paign trail and focus on the 
issues that matter.

“Our concerns — so-
cial, economic and envi-

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A Howard Beach man 

was sentenced to seven 
years in prison for sexually 
abusing a female customer 
of the laundromat where he 
worked, District Attorney 
Richard Brown announced 
last Thursday.

Richard Kassebaum, 
42, was given the maximum 
sentence after he was con-
victed last week, according 
to the borough’s top pros-
ecutor.

According to trial tes-
timony, Kassebaum was 
working overnight at the 
Woodhaven Laundromat 
Laundry Haven, at 85-42 
Woodhaven Blvd.

A female customer left 
some clothes in the washer 
and exited the business at 
about 4:30 a.m. Without her 
knowing, Kassebaum fol-
lowed her out and down the 
block, and as she turned 

a corner, Kassebaum 
grabbed her from behind 
and choked her, knocking 
her glasses off her head and 
causing her to fall to the 
ground, according to the 
criminal complaint provid-
ed by the DA.

Kassebaum then 
grabbed the woman’s but-
tocks, and she screamed 
and ran from the location, 
the DA said.

The victim later said 
her attacker was a man 
wearing a navy blue short-
sleeve shirt and jeans. 
Video surveillance showed 
Kassebaum dressed as the 
way she described, and 
also showed him leaving 
the Laundromat after the 
woman and then running 
back in a short time later, 
the DA said.

Kassebaum was ar-
rested April 1, and was con-
victed of sexual abuse and 
criminal obstruction of 

breathing or blood circula-
tion, according to Brown.

“Today’s sentence is 
more than justified as it 
is necessary in order to 
protect society from this 
individual who has proven 
himself to be a danger to 
the public,” Brown said. 
“There is no room in a civi-
lized society for predators 
such as this defendant to 
roam freely.”

Kassebaum is the same 
man who had been con-
victed of killing his aunt in 
1990, the DA’s office said.

At the age of 19, he had 
been charged with stabbing 
to death his 49-year-old rel-
ative in her Flushing home, 
according to a 1990 New 
York Times article.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Councilman Ruben Wills writes the number of days left un-
til the general election for mayor on a sign in Jamaica. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Southeast Queens demands 
attention from mayoral fi eld

Howard Beach man gets 
seven years for sex abuse

Continued on Page 46
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BY PHIL CORSO

A 22-year-old man 
from Sunnyside was ar-
raigned on charges of set-
ting multiple fires, which 
damaged three houses, a 
pizzeria and a former city 
councilman’s car, at five 
different locations within 
a three-block area of where 
he lives, District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

Devon Page, of 50th 
Street, was accused of set-
ting four trash fires over 
the weekend in the early 
morning hours at three 
unoccupied homes and a 
pizzeria, as well as torch-
ing former Councilman 
Eric Gioia’s SUV, the NYPD 
and district attorney said. 
He was charged with five 
counts of arson and one of 
petit larceny, Brown said.

“The defendant is 
charged with setting five 
fires that were responsible 

for causing extensive dam-
age to several occupied 
homes, a local business 
and a vehicle,” Brown 
said. “The fires could have 
caused serious injuries to 
responding firefighters or 
any of the people living in 
the residences. This should 
not be viewed as a prank. 
Arson is a serious crime 
that will be dealt with ac-
cordingly.”

At about 5 a.m. Sun-
day, a 2007 Mercury Mari-
ner belonging to Gioia was 
spotted in flames in his 
driveway near 49th Street 
and 39th Avenue, cops said. 

Brown said 22-year-old 
Page had allegedly first en-
tered the SUV and took two 
pairs of sunglasses from 
the car before throwing a 
lit cigarette into the back-
seat. The fire damage was 
extensive and the nearby 
home suffered radiant heat 
damage, the district attor-

ney said.
Gioia, who served in 

the Council from 2001-09 
representing parts of west-
ern Queens, said he and his 
family were unharmed on 
his Twitter page.

“I’m fine, kids and 
Lisa are safe --FDNY just 
put out fire,” the three-
term councilman tweeted. 
“My car just went up like a 
Roman candle while in my 
driveway.”

The NYPD had said 
there was no evidence to 
suggest Gioia’s car was 
targeted, and no one was 
injured in any of the fires, 
police said.

Officers who respond-
ed also found four rubbish 
fires near 50th Street and 
39th Avenue and around 
49th Street and 39th Av-
enue, the NYPD said. Page 
is accused of setting two 
distinct fires at an occupied 

BY JOE ANUTA

City Comptroller John 
Liu wants to legalize mari-
juana possession in the 
city, although the proposal 
would likely have the least 
impact on Queens, which 
already logs the fewest ar-
rests per capita than any 
other borough.

Liu, who is running for 
mayor, released a study last 
week advocating for taxing 
and regulating the sale of 
cannabis in order to keep 
young people out of prison 
and bring tax revenue into 
the city’s coffers.

“New York City’s mis-
guided war on marijuana 
has failed, and its enforce-
ment has damaged far too 
many lives, especially in 
minority communities,” 
Liu said. “It’s time for us 
to implement a respon-
sible alternative. Regulat-
ing marijuana would keep 

thousands of New Yorkers 
out of the criminal jus-
tice system, offer relief to 
those suffering from a wide 
range of painful medical 
conditions, and make our 
streets safer by sapping the 
dangerous underground 
market that targets our 
children. As if that weren’t 
enough, it would also boost 

our bottom line.”
Liu’s office tracked ar-

rests for low-level marijua-
na arrests by borough, and 
found that Queens clocked 
in 250 arrests per 100,000 
people in 2012. It was the 
lowest figure out of the five 
boroughs, with the Bronx 
leading the pack at 914 per 
100,000 people.

The former Flushing 
councilman’s proposals 
included legalizing pos-
session of up to 1 ounce of 
marijuana for New Yorkers 
21 or older, legalizing medi-
cal marijuana and bring-
ing the supply chain out of 
the black market.

According to Liu’s re-
port, legalizing the drug 
would generate $413 mil-
lion of annual economic 
activity for the community, 
which could go toward fi-
nancing CUNY institutions 
to bring down tuition.

City Comptroller John Liu be-
lieves the city could cash in on 
the legalization of marijuana.

Liu releases report on benefi ts
of legalizing marijuana in city

Cops charge Sunnyside man 
with weekend arson spree
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BY JOE ANUTA

Elected officials throughout the 
city condemned an attack in Long 
Island City over the weekend on an 
interracial couple, which sent the 
neighborhood into shock.

Just before 2 a.m. Saturday Bil-
lie James-Vogel, who is black, and her 
husband Jacob, who is white,  left Shi 
restaurant near the corner of Center 
Boulevard and 47th Avenue with a gay 
friend, when three men got out of a 
car and allegedly began yelling racial 
slurs at her, the couple told  NBC  news. 
After her husband protested, the men 
allegedly pushed him down and began 
pummeling him before throwing Bil-
lie James-Vogel to the ground when 
she tried to intervene, she said.

“I’m afraid to walk down the 
street. I’m afraid they are going to 
come back for us,” she said in an emo-
tional television interview with the 
news channel.

Police later arrested 28-year-old 
Nikoloas Katsos and charged him 
with assault, officials said.

Authorities and the Hate Crimes 
Unit were still investigating the cause 
of the crime, but as of press time 
Wednesday the incident had not been 
ruled a bias-related attack. 

Regardless, lawmakers from 
around the city lashed out at the cou-
ple’s alleged attackers.

“There is no place for hatred in 
our city and I condemn this attack 
and all others in the strongest pos-
sible terms,” City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said in a 
statement.

Councilwoman Gale Brewer (D-
Manhattan) said in a statement, “We 
cannot and will not tolerate racist and 
anti-gay bigotry, hate and violence, 
and those responsible must be brought 
to justice. If you have knowledge of 
these crimes, go to the police.”

Van Bramer also responded to 
comments made by the James-Vogels 
that a doorman at Shi, which is owned 
by Shih Lee, would not let the couple 
back in when they requested help.

“I would also caution against any 
premature judgments made against 
Shih Lee who I know to be a smart and 
community-minded business owner 
who I believe is incredibly supportive 
of the LGBT community and equality 
for all,” he said.

Lee issued a statement on the res-
taurant’s website calling the accusa-

tions untrue.
“As a business serving Long 

Island City and beyond, we have a 
very diverse clientele and are very in-
volved in the community. We strongly 
condemn discrimination in all forms 
and under no circumstances would 
we turn away anyone who needed 
help for whatever reason,” Lee said.

Residents of the upscale condo 
building where the attack took place 
were outraged at the possibility race 
played a role in the beating, ques-
tioning how anyone could harbor 
such hatred in a county as diverse as 
Queens.

Others expressed fear.
“I’m in an interracial marriage,” 

said  Leah Mehta, who lives in the tow-
er above Shi. “That’s frightening.”

BY JOE ANUTA

The heads of Queens public hous-
ing communities blasted the mayor’s 
recent suggestion that residents 
should be fingerprinted in order to 
make the houses safer.

“He’s associating residents with 
being a criminal, and it’s deplorable,” 
said Craig Kinsey, president of the 
James A. Bland Resident Association, 
located in downtown Flushing. “It is a 
condescending type of attitude.”

Kinsey was responding to a com-
ment Mayor Michael Bloomberg said 
last Friday on his weekly radio chat 
with WOR’s John Gambling, where 
he said residents should have their 
fingerprints checked to gain access to 
the buildings.

“If you have strangers walking 
in the halls of your apartment build-
ing, don’t you want somebody to stop 

and say, ‘Who are you? Why are you 
here?’” he said.

Bloomberg was discussing the 
disparity between the number of peo-
ple who live in the city’s public hous-
ing and the amount of crime that is 
committed there, but the fingerprint-
ing suggestion is not part of any spe-
cific initiative.

The Bland Houses are currently 
waiting on a long-delayed, compre-
hensive security system including 
cameras and a layered entry system 
that is supposed to deter crime.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by e-
mail at januta@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Authorities investigate at Shi, a Long Island City restaurant. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Boro leaders blast Bloomy’s fi ngerprint idea

Interracial couple assaulted in LIC
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Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s comments 
about fingerprinting public housing resi-
dents do not sit well with Queens leaders.
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) cannot get his 
name off the ballot for bor-
ough president despite his 
surprising announcement 
last week that he would 
drop out of the race.

The outspoken senator 
issued a statement Aug. 14 
indicating he wanted to fo-
cus on his current job in Al-
bany rather than continue 
down the home stretch to 
replace Borough President 
Helen Marshall.

“From protecting 
against the threat of hy-
drofracking to preserving 
women’s rights, there is a 
lot of unfinished business 
in Albany, and I hope to 
take more of a leadership 
role in helping address 
these important issues, 
which reverberate beyond 
Queens and affect people 
across the entire state,” he 
said in a statement.

But election laws dic-

tate that Avella’s name will 
still appear on the ballot 
for the Sept. 10 primary, ac-
cording to the city Board 
of Elections, alongside the 
names of his Democratic 
competitors: former state 
Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz, businessman Everly 
Brown and City Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria).

Only candidates who 
move to another state, who 
run for higher office or who 
die can have their moni-
kers stricken from the re-
cord, the BOE said. In each 
of those cases, a group of 
people preselected by the 
candidate would pick a re-
placement.

The timing of Avella’s 
announcement left many 
in the borough scratching 
their heads.

He had collected more 
than enough signatures to 
get on the ballot, and had 
already qualified for the 
city’s matching funds pro-

gram, which pumps money 
into a candidate’s coffers 
on a 6:1 ratio for donations 
from New York City resi-
dents less than $175.

Avella had raised 

$73,393 on his own, but 
through the program 
received an additional 
$274,620, according to re-
cords from the city Cam-
paign Finance Board, 

which estimated his cash 
on-hand at $319,060.

Avella still trailed far 
behind Vallone, who the 
board estimates has more 
than $1 million in his war 
chest, and Katz, who wields 
an estimated $800,000.

But political insiders 
noted $300,000 is still a size-
able hunk of cash, and could 
be used to send out an effec-
tive amount of campaign 
literature in the mail.

Katz and Vallone both 
seized on the opportunity 
to position themselves as 
the only credible candidate 
left.

“On the one hand, we 
can elect a progressive 
champion like Melinda 
Katz who has fought her 
whole career for better 
healthcare, higher-quality 
education and truly afford-
able housing in Queens. 
On the other, there’s Peter 
Vallone — a rubber stamp 
for wealthy real-estate de-
velopers with conservative 

views so extreme that he’s 
won awards from the ultra-
right Conservative Party. 
We’re confident voters will 
see that,” Katz Campaign 
Manager Brian Fritsch 
said.

“Voters always had a 
clear choice between the 
candidates that were anti-
tax and pro-responsible 
development, Tony and Pe-
ter, and Melinda’s record 
of supporting tax increases 
and rampant development,” 
said Vallone spokesman 
Andrew Moesel. “And now, 
with Tony out of the race, 
the choice is even clearer: 
Peter Vallone. On election 
day, we have faith that 
voters will be informed 
enough to make the right 
decision for them and their 
families.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) remains on the ballot despite dropping 
out of the borough president race.

Avella stuck on ticket for borough president race

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 
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BY PHIL CORSO

Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 
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CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 

Continued on Page 41
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
City Councilman Pe-

ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
would encourage small 
business owners to help 
manage the city’s overflow-
ing garbage cans should be 
become borough president 
next year.

The term-limited law-
maker, who is running 
against former state Assem-
blywoman Melinda Katz in 
the Democratic primary, 
announced his plan Mon-
day along a commercial 
stretch of Northern Boule-
vard in Jackson Heights.

“While the city tries to 
get its act together, this is a 
way for responsible mem-
bers of the community to 
step up,” he said.

Infrequent pickup 
schedules, high foot traffic 
and scofflaws who dump 
personal trash into the 
city’s street receptacles all 
contribute to overflowing 

refuse that then scatters 
around a neighborhood’s 
central business district — 
creating an unwelcoming 
environment for shoppers, 
he said.

Vallone hopes to curb 
the problem by capitalizing 
on a program already of-
fered by the city Sanitation 
Department.

As part of the Adopt-

a-Basket program, the de-
partment gives out extra 
garbage bags to businesses 
who want to give the city’s 
Strongest a helping hand by 
emptying bins when they 

are nearly full and putting 
in a fresh liner. The depart-
ment also gives out contact 
information for a liaison 
to build closer ties with 
neighborhood stores. When 
the Sanitation truck rolls 
through the area, workers 
will pick up both the full 
bag and whatever is left in 
the can.

Vallone would use his 
post in Borough Hall to ac-
tively seek out businesses 
all over the borough to 
manage the cans, instead of 
waiting for them to apply to 
the department.

As an added incen-
tive, he would fund plaques 
recognizing their efforts, 
which was encouraging 
news to restaurateur Chris 
Giannakas.

Giannakas, who owns 
a Greek spot called Ovelia 
in Astoria, said overflow-
ing rubbish became a con-
stant problem.

“The garbage would 

get blown right into the out-
door seating area,” he said. 
“My father unofficially 
started cleaning it up, but 
people should know who 
the responsible businesses 
are.”

Ultimately, a better 
solution would be more 
enforcement by the depart-
ment for those who dump 
personal trash in the cans, 
according to the Astoria 
councilman.

Vallone was part of a 
trio of lawmakers who co-
sponsored a bill to double 
the fines for putting per-
sonal junk in public cans 
— now he wants to double 
the fines again to a maxi-
mum of $200 for a first-time 
offense.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (c.) is joined by small business owners and supporters in Jackson 
Heights. Photo by Caroll Alvarado 

Vallone pushes plan for cleaner streets across Queens
Lawmaker wants to expand city’s Adopt-a-Basket program to encourage biz owners to pitch in

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A modern dance 
troupe broke in a new, af-
fordable performing arts 
workspace in Long Island 
City earlier this week with 
a dance number for Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, and in 
turn hizzoner did a little 
performing of his own.

Dina Denis, Lisa Craig 
and Adrianne Rodgers 
treated the mayor to a still-
in-the-works piece Tuesday 
in one of three rehearsal 
spaces at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for Spaceworks, 
a nonprofit real estate 
company that develops and 
manages affordable work-
space for performing and 
visual artists.

“We had been rehears-
ing for about 10 years at To-
paz Arts in Woodside,” said 
Denis, an East Elmhurst 
native and director of the 
nonprofit dance company 
Dance Into Light. “We like 
this space because it’s af-
fordable, accessible by train 
and you can book online.”

With three studios and 
a music room spread out 
across 3,800 square feet, the 
first floor of the six-story 
building, at 33-02 Skillman 
Ave., is the first  venture 
for Spaceworks, which re-
ceives funding through a 
combination of grants from 
the city, the Mayor’s Fund 
to Advance New York City 
and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, among 
others.

“We worked hard to re-
spond to the different needs 
of different kinds of artists,” 

explained Executive Direc-
tor Paul Parkhill, who said 
plans are in motion to open 
another 26,000-plus square 
feet of individualized space 
at four locations in Brook-
lyn and on Governors Is-
land. “Performing artists 
tend to work in groups and 
need space in increments of 
hours. Visual artists often 
work solo and they need 
space for longer periods 
of time — often years at a 
time.”

Parkhill said that 
while LIC has a longer his-
tory as a center for visual 
artists, the neighborhood 
has a blossoming scene of 
dancers, actors and musi-

cians who can benefit from 
the $12 to $16 hourly rates 
Spaceworks charges.

Applicants are re-
quired to prove New York 
City residency and to sub-
mit a body of work for 
review, though Parkhill 
pointed out the work is not 
juried and the point is to 
support a broad spectrum 
of working artists.

The space is a few 
blocks away from LIC’s 
business incubator and 
the mayor, pointing out 
that arts and culture have 
a $21 billion impact on the 
city’s economy, said he 
saw Spaceworks as a place 
where both economic and 
cultural innovation would 
be fostered.

“We always talk about 
[how] all of these things are 
great; they bring tourists 
here. But what about us? 
It’s one of the reasons we 
live here, is to have great 
cultural institutions,” he 
said.

Bloomberg fired off 
a string of quips as if he 
were performing stand up, 
recounting a story about 
himself as a young dilet-
tante, trying to convince 
his parents that if they paid 
for piano lessons, he would 
practice every day. He even 
offered to sit in with an 
experimental music group 
practicing in one of the stu-
dios, “but they said it would 
be an even bigger honor if I 
did not.”

“But I would have 
made them all look good,” 
he said. “Somebody has to 
set the curve.”

Dance Into Light founder Dina 
Denis practices at the newly 
opened Spaceworks in Long 
Island City. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Affordable workspace 
for artists opens in LIC

I ’m Living
& Le arning

in Bro oklyn
Heights

Tyler - Class of ’14
English & Philosophy Double Major

2012 NCAA Men’s Water Polo Final Four

Small  Col lege .  B i g  Dreams .

SFC . edu2 3 4 5 A BC D N RF
Easily accessible from all major subway lines

STILL TIME TO ENROLL
FALL SEMESTER: Begins Sept. 4th - APPLY TODAY!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

district’s schools suffered 
greatly because of stan-
dardized testing, which he 
said put a ceiling on learn-
ing and removed the joy 
from teaching.

Weprin also said one 

of his more rewarding 
accomplishments of late 
came when he saw the end 
results of his office’s year-
long participatory budget-
ing process, during which 
neighborhoods in his dis-
trict voted on how to spend 
$1 million in discretionary 
funding. The councilman 
said he hoped to see the 
process through again this 

year with even more com-
munity involvement.

In another term, We-
prin said he would continue 
to serve as a staunch parent 
advocate for public schools, 
push for more public trans-
portation in his district and 
fight to preserve funding 
for the two major parks in 
his district: Cunningham 
and Alley Pond.

Continued from Page 4

Weprin
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Two New York design 

firms have been chosen to 
conduct a feasibility study 
for the QueensWay, a pro-
posed project that would 
transform 3 1/2 miles of an 
abandoned railway into a 
linear park, the Trust for 
Public Land and Friends of 
the QueensWay announced 
Tuesday.

WXY Architecture and 
dlandstudio, both based 
in New York, were chosen 
to determine engineering 
cost estimates and to cre-
ate a “community vision” 
for the park, according to 
Marc Matsil, the New York 
state director of the trust.

Twenty-nine propos-
als for the project were 
considered and they came 
from as far away as China, 
according to Andy Stone, 
director of the New York 
City program of the trust. 
The study is expected to be-
gin by early September and 
will take about 10 months, 
he said.

The concept for the 
park was inspired by 
Manhattan’s High Line. 
It would reach from Rego 
Park to Ozone Park, cross-
ing through Forest Park.

The trust, a land con-
servancy group, secured 
a $467,000 grant from Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s office in 
order to do the study.

Matsil said support-
ers of the project believe 
it could be the city’s most 
iconic and economically 
transformative project.

About 250,000 people 
reside within a mile of the 
park and could benefit from 
it, he said.

Andrea Crawford, a 
member of Community 
Board 9, said park space, 
especially in Queens, is be-
ing threatened.

“How exciting is it that 
we’re creating 55 new acres 
of linear park space when 
we’re being told there is no 
park space?” she said.

Crawford said access 
to Forest Park can be dif-

ficult, but the QueensWay 
would help solve that prob-
lem.

“Whether we’re taking 
our kids to school, eating in 
restaurants, simply talk-
ing to neighbors, the level 
of excitement in central 
and southern Queens for 
the QueensWay is off the 
charts,” she said.

She said the Queen-
sWay would give parkgoers 
better access to the “retail 
and food offerings in the 
culturally rich neighbor-
hoods” through which the 
park would run.

She also referenced a 
New York Times op-ed, “A 
High Line in Queens: Just 
Imagine the Food,” which 
envisions small shops and 
stands along the walkway 
that could feature “cheese 
guava buns, dim sum 
dumplings, pani puri or 
yam fufu.”

More than 2,000 people 
have signed an online peti-
tion asking the city to cre-
ate the greenway.

The railway was built 
as part of the old Rockaway 
Beach Branch of the Long 
Island Rail Road system. 
It was decommissioned in 
1962 and has sat dormant 
ever since.

One group, primarily 
residents of the Rockaways, 
would rather see train ser-
vice reactivated.

Train service would 

not only be a way to speed 
up travel times, but it could 
be a boost to economic de-
velopment, according to the 
proponents of reactivating 
the line.

A 2001 Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
feasibility study, however, 
determined that running 
trains on the track would 
be cost prohibitive.

Another group of resi-
dents, who live immediate-
ly adjacent to the railway, 
oppose both projects.

One of those residents, 
Neil Giannelli, was present 
Tuesday.

“The devil is in the de-
tails,” he said after the an-
nouncement.

His primary concern 
is that safety and privacy 
would be compromised for 
the individuals who live 
immediately next to the 
railway if a park is cre-
ated because some of their 
homes are so close to it.

In response to Craw-
ford’s comments about food, 
he said he is concerned that 
food options within the 
park can suck away foot 
traffic from the mom-and-
pop shops in the surround-
ing neighborhoods.

“It worries me that 
this could be the ignition 
point for gentrification,” he 
said. “Then all this wonder-
ful diversity we have disap-
pears.”

Andy Stone, the New York City program director of the Trust 
for Public Lands, leads a walking tour through the abandoned 
Rockaway Beach Branch. Photo by Bianca Fortis

QueensWay supporters 
announce cost analysis

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY and REQUEST FOR COMMENT

Draft Environmental Assessment 
Runway Safety Area Enhancements

LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, New York
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), notice is hereby given that copies of a Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Runway Safety Area Enhancements Project at LaGuardia Airport are
available for public review and comment at the following locations:

The Port Authority of NY &NJ The Port Authority of NY & NJ
LaGuardia Airport Aviation Department
Physical Plant & Redevelopment Aviation Technical Services
Hangar 7, 3rd Floor (Marine Air Terminal Area) 225 Park Avenue South, 9th Floor
Flushing, NY 11371 New York, NY 10003
Attn: Teddy Chen Attn: Edward Knoesel
Hours: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

The Draft EA document for this project will be available at these locations until the close of the comment
period, which is September 23, 2013.In addition, a copy of this document may be viewed online at:
http://www.panynj.gov/about/pdf/environmental-assessment-rsae-laguardia.pdf

The Runway Safety Area Enhancements project includes extension of the two runway decks by approximately
180 feet to accommodate Engineered Material Arrestor Systems to comply with a Congressional mandate for
enhancing the Runway Safety Areas of the ends of Runway 4 and 31, as well as constructing a new section of
the Restricted Vehicle Service Road located airside around the south end of Runway 22. Construction staging
area for this project would be located on airport at employee parking lot 10E as well as at an undeveloped 
property in the airport leasehold located 0.2 miles west of the airfield and bounded by the Riker’s Island Bridge,
19th Avenue, 45th Street, and Berrian Blvd. This undeveloped area would be partially cleared and graded creating
an approximate 9 acre area for construction laydown and staging. A new access point to the airport would 
be created in the vicinity of 19th Avenue and 81st Street which will be limited to construction vehicles only. This
project will not have any long-term affect on aircraft operations at LGA. It is being done to enhance runway safety
and comply with a Congressional mandate affecting airports nationwide. The EA responds to all of the requirements
of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for preparation of an Environmental Assessment under NEPA
and also documents compliance with Federal Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, and Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.The Port Authority is inviting the Public to submit, in writing,
comments on the Draft EA prepared for the Runway Safety Area Enhancements project. The Port Authority is
accepting comments on this Draft EA document until the official comment period closes on September 23, 2013.
Comments must be received 5:00 PM on September 23, 2013 in order to be considered. 

All comments on this Draft EA should be sent to: The Port Authority of NY & NJ, 233 Park Avenue South, 
9th Floor, New York, NY 10003, Attn: Edward Knoesel. In addition, comments may be emailed to
LGARSAEEA@panynj.gov with the subject heading “LGA RSAEEA COMMENT.” If you have any questions
on this notice please contact Edward Knoesel at the address above. 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Business is already 

doing well for the new-
est Dunkin’ Donuts in the 
Rockaways.

On Sunday customers 
were rolling in and out of 
the parking lot of the store, 
at 113-20 Beach Channel 
Drive in Rockaway Park.

The franchisee of the 
store, Shaun Cain, said he 
opened the doughnut shop 
about a week and a half 
ago, after six months of 
work. The shop also serves 
Baskin-Robbins ice cream.

The building was pre-
viously a Wendy’s until the 
fast food chain closed its 
doors last year.

Cain said he initially 
purchased the four other 
Dunkin’ Donuts in the 
Rockaways in January. All 
of them had been shuttered 
after Hurricane Sandy wal-
loped the city in October. 
Then, sensing the possibili-
ties for a business on one of 
the Rockaways’ main thor-

oughfares, he purchased 
the forgotten Wendy’s and, 
in six months, transformed 
it into a doughnut shop.

“I see a lot of potential 
here,” Cain, who lives in 
Manhattan, said. “People 
underestimate the Rock-
aways. This is the last great 

piece of beachfront in New 
York City. It’s an up-and-
coming area.”

He said he has spent 
about $1 million to get the 
stores opened.

All five are part of a 
network of stores operated 
by Cain’s family business, 

Cain Management Inc., 
based in Connecticut.

When he purchased 
the fifth location, people 
told him he was crazy, Cain 
said. But already he is prov-
ing naysayers wrong.

He said he thought 
Dunkin’ Donuts was a good 

fit for the community, rath-
er than an “overpriced com-
modity” like Starbucks.

For the grand open-
ing Sunday, Cain planned 
a two-hour event featuring 
a local radio station, raffles 
and an appearance by a 
special guest: former New 

York Giants linebacker An-
tonio Pierce.

“I wanted to show my 
appreciation to the com-
munity and do something 
special for them,” Cain 
said, with a cup of Dunkin’ 
Donuts coffee in hand.

Cain said he hosted the 
event to do something nice 
for the community.

Cain said Bret Low-
ery, director of operations 
for Dunkin’ Donuts in New 
York, was the one to push 
him to explore the Rock-
away Peninsula as a mar-
ket.

Lowery described the 
Rockaways as a great com-
munity.

“There’s a lot of diver-
sity here,” he said. “But the 
one thing that everybody 
loves is doughnuts and ice 
cream, and we’re happy to 
bring it to them. Whether 
they’re from Breezy Point, 
Belle Harbor or Far Rock-
away, we love all of our 
Rockaway guests.”

Shaun Cain, holding a Dunkin’ Donuts coffee cup, stands with Antonio Pierce and members of his crew to celebrate the shop’s opening 
Saturday. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Donut shop owner hosts opening in Rockaways

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Fans of the Queens 

Latino Cultural Festival 
should fear not: The show 
will go on.

Just not this year.
Despite media reports 

that the festival had been 
canceled for 2013 due to 
funding issues, Queens 
Theatre Managing Direc-
tor Taryn Sacramone said 
the annual event just was 
not planned because of an-
ticipated construction.

“This is not in any way 
because of a lack of commit-
ment to the Latino commu-
nity,” she said.

When the construction 
timeline changed, festival 
organizers decided it was 
too late to plan the event 
and decided to skip a year.

The delay in planning, 
coupled with the fact that 
Sacramone just started her 
position a few weeks ago, 

left organizers feeling as if 
it just did not make sense to 
host the festival this year.

“To put on a festival 
when you’re looking for 
a new managing director 

with a theater under con-
struction, that’s not the 
best formula for success,” 
Sacramone said. “And 
when we do this, we put our 
all into it.”

She said the theater’s 
construction plans involve 
renovating the main the-
ater and the lobby as well 
as some other small proj-
ects. Programming will be 

scheduled around the con-
struction, she said.

The box office has 
received a few calls about 
whether the festival is on 
for this year, but they have 
not been of the “concerned 
and angry variety,” she 
said.

The theory that the fes-
tival was abruptly canceled 
is misleading, she said.

Sacramone said staff 
members of the theater 
make decisions about pro-
gramming and then seek 
sponsors for funding.

“Our mission is about 
really great programming 
and great cultural diver-
sity,” she said. “That’s why 
we’re here. It’s what we’ve 
always been about.”

Last year the festival 
celebrated its 16th year in 
operation. In past years, 
programming has included 
short films, comedy acts, 
art exhibits, dance per-

formances and events for 
children. The festival often 
sees 3,000 to 4,000 visitors, 
according to Sacramone.

“It’s a great festival 
and something we did suc-
cessfully,” she said. “It 
served not just the Latino 
community, because the 
broader community came, 
but it celebrated the La-
tino community year after 
year.”

Sacramone said orga-
nizers plan to bring back 
the festival, most likely 
next year, but in the mean-
time the theater offers year-
round programming that 
features diverse acts, in-
cluding some Latino ones.

“You don’t have to wait 
for next summer, regard-
less,” she said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Los Carrangueros perform at the 14th annual Chase Latino Cultural Festival at Queens Theatre in the 
Park in 2010. The festival was not planned for this year.

Queens Theatre to skip Latino Cultural Festival this year
Organizers opt to postpone annual event because of building renovations: Managing director
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BY CAROLL ALVARADO

A Queens lawmaker 
called on the city last Fri-
day to repair a crumbling 
Long Island City commu-
nity center.

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) stood with com-
munity leaders at the Jacob 
Riis Settlement in Queens-
bridge Houses to detail the 
decrepit conditions of the 
bathrooms and demand the 
city finally install a long-
delayed air-conditioning 
system. 

“Jacob Riis Settlement 
Neighborhood House is the 
hub and heart of Queens-
bridge,” Van Bramer said. 
“How long do our seniors 
and youth have to wait for 
these renovations and im-
provements to take place?”

The councilman ac-
cused the city of sitting on 
$300,000 he helped to al-

locate over the past three 
years that has not yet trick-
led down in the form of ren-
ovations.

“It is impossible and 
unconscionable to believe 
that it is going to take NY-
CHA nearly five years to 
fix our community center,” 
he said. “This is a disgrace. 
We cannot and will not wait 
any longer. I call on NYCHA 
to get this work done for the 
residents of Queensbridge. 
Not tomorrow, but today.”

He was not alone in his 
complaints about the cur-
rent state of the building.

“It is unfortunate that 
our Queensbridge facility 
sometimes seems unwel-
coming,” said Christopher 
Hanway, executive director 
of the Jacob Riis Neighbor-
hood Settlement House, cit-
ing the shabby conditions. 
“I urge NYCHA to utilize 
these funds in a timely 
manner and give the resi-

dents of Queensbridge the 
community center they 
rightfully deserve.”

In response NYCHA 
wrote in a statement, “The 
New York City Housing 
Authority has met with 
Councilman Van Bramer 
earlier to discuss the steps 
needed to move this project 
forward and we are work-
ing with Mr. Van Bramer to 
bring this effort to comple-
tion.”

Van Bramer had com-
plained about the state of 
the center at a news confer-
ence in July and recently 
he cited a NYCHA quar-
terly report, which he says 
demonstrates the author-
ity’s inability to properly 
distribute nearly $50 mil-
lion in taxpayer money to 
repair countless projects, 
including the renovation 
of community centers like 
Jacob Riis.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Moms around the 

country chose an unusual 
way to advocate for gun 
control over the weekend: 
lemonade.

According to Moms 
Demand Action, by fail-
ing to pass comprehensive 
gun legislation, Congress 
gave them lemons. So they 
turned them into lemon-
ade.

The nationwide action 
included a group of moms 
and kids who handed out 
beverages at their own 
stand in Astoria Saturday.

The organization was 
founded by Indianapolis 
mother Shannon Watts 
just after the Sandy Hook 
school shooting in New-
town, Conn., which left 28 
people dead in December.

The group was started 
to advocate for gun reform 
laws, much like the way 

Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving was created in re-
sponse to drunk driving.

Members used their 
lemonade stands as an op-
portunity to spread aware-
ness about the issue of gun 

violence.
Wendy Szymanski, 

leader of the New York 
chapter, said some chap-
ters gave out lemonade in 
exchange for donations, 

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
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Van Bramer calls on NYCHA 
to fi x center at Queensbridge

Moms turn lemons into lemonade 
to push for gun control legislation

Marie Delus and Kim Russell hold signs during a Moms Demand 
Action event. Photo courtesy Wendy Szymanski

Continued on Page 32
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An Astoria landlord 
has been charged swindling 
tenants of tens of thousands 
of dollars through a bogus 
rent scam, the Queens DA 
said. 

Mario Lalicata, 54, 
posted ads online on Craig-
slist luring would-be ten-
ants and then allegedly 
pocketed $17,000 in security 
deposits and first month’s 
rents from 21 prospective 
tenants, the DA’s office said. 
He is being charged with 10 
counts of grand larceny, 
two counts of fraud and 10 
counts of petit larceny, ac-
cording to the borough’s 
top prosecutor.

“This case sadly rep-
resents another instance in 
which an allegedly greedy 
landlord is accused of tak-
ing advantage of Queens 
County’s tight housing 
market to rob unsuspect-
ing individuals of substan-
tial amounts of their hard-

earned savings through an 
online rental scheme,” said 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown in a statement.

Lalicata, who lives at 
25-55 48th St. in Astoria 
and is also known as Ma-
rio Lamagra, advertised 
a room for rent at his resi-
dence, the DA’s office said. 
When interested renters 
got in touch with him, he 
then allegedly took deposits 
ranging from $500 to $2,000 
from the unsuspecting ten-
ants between March 23 and 
Aug. 13, Brown said. In two 
instances, he also allegedly 
collected the first month’s 
rent, the DA said.

As the tenants’ move-
in dates approached, Lilica-
ta postponed the moves by 
making various excuses, 
and in one instance, he re-
turned $200 of a $600 secu-
rity deposit, according to 
the DA’s office. In another, 
Lalicata’s purported wife 

allegedly returned $100 of 
$2,000  handed over by a 
prospective tenant, Brown 
said.

When the tenants grew 
tired of Lalicata’s excuses 
and demanded their money 
back, the defendant appar-
ently promised to return 
the funds, and then even-
tually stopping returning 
calls, the DA said.

Donna Lewis, the at-
torney for Lalicata, said 
she was, “Not commenting 
on the case” when reached 
by phone.

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly said, “I commend 
the NYPD investigators 
and their counterparts in 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s squad for thoroughly 
examining this case and 
ending the exploitation of 
trusting individuals who 
endeavored to live in New 
York City.”

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Queens district 
attorney’s office was rated 
the highest in New York 
City in conviction rates for 
violent felony arrests and 
other categories in ratings 
of the Summer 2013 Crimi-
nal Justice Indicator Re-
port.

“The report’s statisti-
cal evidence offers without 
a doubt substantial proof 
that Queens County is and 
continues to be a citywide 
leader in many categories, 
including consistently 
maintaining the best ar-
rest-to-arraignment time 
in the city and highest 
violent felony conviction 
rate,” said DA Richard 
Brown.

Among the report’s 
key findings:

• Queens continues to 

have the best arrest-to-vio-
lent felony arrests in 2013 
and was the highest among 
city prosecutors with 60 
percent. The citywide av-
erage was 52 percent.

• Queens continues 
to have the best arrest-to-

arraignment time for the 
first six months of this 
year. The citywide aver-
age arrest-to-arraignment 
time is 21.71 hours while 
Queens arraigns defen-
dants in 20.27 hours.

• Queens maintains 
the lowest rearrest rate 
citywide with 26 percent 
of people being rearrested 
for a crime within the year  
and 10 percent rearrested 
for a felony within the 
year. Citywide, 33 percent 
of people arraigned in 2009 
— the last year for which 
there is available data — 
were rearrested for anoth-
er crime within a year and 
13 percent were rearrested 
for a felony crime within a 
year.

In Queens, 86 percent 
of all state Supreme Court 
defendants arrested for 

Highest conviction rate in city 
belongs to Queens DA: Study

Tenants’ deposits swiped 
by Astoria landlord: DA

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

The Queens district attorney’s 
office, led by Richard Brown 
since 1991, tops the city in con-
viction rates for violent felony 
arrests, a report shows.

Continued on Page PB
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

bringing it up for a vote.
“I will review the 

application at City Plan-
ning’s recommendation. I 
will participate in the City 
Council’s public meetings. I 
will also meet with various 
stakeholders and ultimate-
ly make a decision based 
solely on what I believe is 
best for Long Island City,” 
he said.

Part of the process will 
involve two public hear-
ings.

Marie Flageul, who 
represents many of the art-
ists who have contributed 
work to the building’s fa-
cade and interior, blasted 
the city’s decision to give 
the project the green light.

“So you exploit the art-
ists, who do what they love 
because they are passionate, 
and once they have brought 
exposure to a neighborhood 
you kick them out,” she 
said, indicating the 5Pointz 
is one of the cultural an-
chors to Long Island City, 
which is rapidly filling up 
with high-rise condos. The 
painted warehouse acts as 

an economic engine for the 
burgeoning area, she said, 
attracting people who visit 
and breathe life into the 
economy.

Flageul also took Van 
Bramer to task, since the 
lawmaker chairs the Coun-
cil Committee on Cultural 
Affairs but has not voiced 
opposition to the project, 
and promised to make art-
ists’ and the neighborhood’s 
voices heard throughout 
the remainder of the pro-
cess.

The Wolkoffs have 
owned the property for 
about four decades and 
asked the city for permis-
sion to build the towers 
larger than what zoning 

would allow, arguing they 
needed the extra space to 
make the project profit-
able.

Community Board 2 
voted against the idea of al-
lowing the Wolkoff family 
to proceed, but Chairman 
Joe Conley recently said 
subsequent concessions 
like affordable housing and 
integration with the neigh-
borhood’s artists have 
made the project more pal-
atable.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave the 
project the green light in 
July after hearing of the 
modifications made to the 
initial plan.

Painters further encapsulate Long Island City’s 5Pointz building in 
a coating of aerosol art.

Continued from Page 1

5Pointz

“But then I saw a hole 
in my sneaker,” he said dur-
ing an anti-violence confer-

ence at York College.
Miller is facing 11 

counts each of attempted 
murder and assault, as well 
as two counts of criminal 
possession of a weapon. He 
faces up to 25 years in jail 
on each attempted murder 

charge if convicted, the DA 
said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 2

Arrest

but because of complicated 
New York City permitting 
laws, the local chapter sim-
ply handed out lemonade to 
foster discussion with pass-
ersby and collect petition 
signatures.

Moms Demand Action 
has several goals they are 
working toward, but their 
first priority is to push for 
legislation that would re-
quire background checks 
for all gun and ammunition 
purchases.

Szymanski said the 
Sandy Hook shooting was a 
wake-up call for her as well 
as other members.

“We sat up and real-
ized we have terrible gun 
laws in this country,” she 
said. “The NRA is the only 
one keeping tabs on this 
issue. As a result we have 
laws that defy common 
sense and really exist for 
the benefit of no one except 
the gun industry.”

Szymanski said she 
spent some time looking 
for a way to advocate for 
stricter gun laws, eventu-
ally leading her to Moms 
Demand Action.

“Before I knew it, I 
was designing fliers, get-
ting permits and march-
ing across the Brooklyn 
Bridge,” she said.

Szymanski cited a 
widely-reported statistic, 
based on evidence from the 

U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control, that eight chil-
dren and teens die every 
day from gun violence. She 
herself has a 15-month-old 
daughter, but she said she 
is concerned for all chil-
dren.

“It could be anyone’s 
child,” she said. “It needs 
to change. We need to treat 
this like the public health 
crisis that it is.”

The local chapter en-
compasses the five bor-
oughs as well as Westchester 
County and Long Island.

For more information, 
visit momsdemandaction.
org. To join, visit the web-
site and click “Find Your 
Local Chapter.”

Continued from Page 30

Lemonade
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

When Frank Sinatra sang that iconic 
song, “New York, New York,” making it in 
this city was just as tough as it is today, es-
pecially for musicians and artists. 

But corny as it sounds, if you’re good 
— really good at what you do — you have a 
great shot at success. As the song says, ‘It’s 
up to you….’  

Well, in Yut Chia’s case, it’s also about 
how beautifully he plays his violin. 

Now 20, the talented musician from 
the College Point neighborhood of Queens 

seems to personify the meaning behind that 
profound message.  Chia, who is of Chinese 
descent, came to New York City from Co-
lombia with his family, when he was 3. His 
journey began like so many immigrants’ 
stories.

“Last year, I would’ve never imagined 
myself playing other than in the streets and 
subways of New York City,” he said. “But 
come Sept. 10, I’ll be performing at Lincoln 
Center in Avery Fisher Hall, with the World 
Peace Orchestra – a brand new orchestra in 
which talented youth get together in Amer-

QUEENS VIOLINIST
makes the journey from 

subway platforms to

LINCOLN CENTER

College Point resident Yut Chia transforms from 
street performer to symphony member

Continued on Page 37

Yut Chia rehearses with his violin before per-
forming. Photo courtesy Emily Salmon
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It seems obvious that 
the first rule of life is to have 
a good time – Brendan Gill, 
“Here at The New Yorker”

August is winding 
down, things are slow and 
you’re wondering what to do 
next.  Hopefully you realize 
that life is too serious to be 
taken seriously.  Take poli-
tics for instance – you may 
have heard that local elec-
tions are coming up. On the 
positive side, your mailbox is 
full and all those robo-calls 

mean somebody knows your 
number.  TV news leads with 
crime and natural disasters, 
sports emphasize those who 
game the system and the 
moviemakers seem to have 
forgotten about adults.  Any-
way, the air conditioning 
works (don’t worry about 
the electric bill) and the New 
York Mets are competitive 
(mostly), so why complain.

Let’s say you’ve al-
ready had your vacation 
and you’re not out at the 
beach building sand castles.  
You want to have a good 
time at the theater – since 
you read this column you 
know that’s a smart thing 
to do – but money is in short 
supply, and it’s not likely 
that you’re going to win the 
lottery any time soon.  And 

maybe, just maybe, you 
want to be in a show, to get 
up on stage and be an actor.

Perhaps the first place 
to look for theater happen-
ings in Queens is Spot-

light On Stage, founded 
by Charlene Greenberg.  
The site (www.Spotligh-

tonStage.com) has been 
around for a long time and 
it lists most of the local 
groups, along with some 
Brooklyn and Long Island 
ones, with links to each 
company.  You’ll find out 
what’s playing and who’s 
holding auditions for what.

Then there’s Debbie 

Starker’s weekly newslet-
ter Deb’s Web (www.deb-

sliweb.homestead.com), 
a must read for those in the 
theater community.  Its chat-

ty style highlights groups on 
the Island but Queens also 
gets a few mentions.

Speaking of Ms. Stark-
er, I saw her a few weeks 
ago as a mother-from-hell in 
“The Beauty Queen of Leen-
ane,” by Martin McDon-

agh.  I had to find my way 
to the Bare Bones Theater 

Company in Northport, but 
it was definitely worth the 
trip.  Although I seldom give 
in to superlatives, this pro-
duction was exceptional, and 
confirmed my opinion that a 
good play with good actors, 
guided by a good director, 
is all you need for a wonder-
ful theater experience.  The 
rest of the four-person cast 
consisted of Linda May (an 
Outrageous Fortune alum-
nus), James Staehlin and 

Sean King, and the director 
was Jeff Bennett.  All I can 
say is Wow!

A colorful source for 
various theater opportuni-
ties, such as available rental 
space and where to get head-
shots, as well as suggestions 
for what’s playing, can be 
found at www.LocalThe-

atreNY.com, compiled by 
Roger Gonzalez.  This site 
is quite elaborate and cov-
ers all the boroughs.

New to the online the-
ater promotion scene is 
Theatre Beyond Broad-

way, dished out by the 
dynamic Malini Singh 

McDonald.  Malini has 
her own company, Black 

Henna Productions, and 
if you’re a friend of hers – 
she’s very friendly – she’ll 

be happy to publicize what 
you’re up to.

One hundred years ago 
Actors’ Equity Associa-

tion was founded to protect 
the rights of actors.  It has 
thrived ever since, and just 
about all the actors you see 
on Broadway and Off are 
members of that union.  
This elevates them to a “pro-
fessional” status and usu-
ally indicates top quality.  
However, most of the actors 
who perform locally are not 
members of Equity, but they 
are often just as good as their 
more commercial brethren.

So don’t miss out – see 
some shows in Queens this 
season.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu 

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Answers in Sports

Still time to catch a little theater this summer
Before the new season begins next month, check out productions in Queens and on Long Island



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UGUST 23-29, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35

THE LARGEST AND OLDEST 
FEAST ON LONG ISLAND
SPONSORED BY JOHN MICHAEL MARINO LODGE #1389 PT. WASHINGTON ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA

Proceeds support a 
variety of charities.

34th      Annual

A Great End of Summer Tradition!

• Great Rides and Games for All Ages
• Famous Italian Food Tent and Other Ethnic Foods
•Live Entertainment

• Thurs, Sept. 5: 7-11 P.M. - il Forestieri
• Fri, Sept 6: 7-11 P.M. -  Contemporary Italian and American Hits by

Francesco Castiglione Music Productions 
• Sat, Sept. 7: 3-5 P.M. – Music by Entertainment Express DJs Featuring

Tommy G.; 7-11 P.M. - Italian Music Favorites by Gianni Monti Sound
• Sun, Sept 8: 2:30-4:30 P.M. – Music by Entertainment Express DJs 

Featuring Tommy G.; 5:30-9:30 P.M.  – All-Time Music Favorites by
Piece of the Rock Band 

• Gambling Every Night 
• Vendors 
• Ample Parking
• ATM on site

Delizioso

Pasta Making 

Demonstration

Thurs at 7:0  0 p.m.

in the Piazza!

Delizioso

Pasta Making 

Demonstration

www.marinolodge.orgGod Bless Our Troops!
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OVERLOOKING PICTURESQUE LONG ISLAND SOUND AT NORTH HEMPSTEAD BEACH PARK, PT. WASHINGTON 

        WED, SEPT. 4
6 P.M. TO 11 P.M.
$25 to ride all night

•
THURS, SEPT. 5
6 P.M. TO 11 P.M.
$25 to ride all night

•
FRI, SEPT. 6

6 P.M. TO 11 P.M.
•

SAT, SEPT. 7
2 P.M. TO 11 P.M.

$25 to ride from 
12:30 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.

•
SUN, SEPT. 8

1:30 P.M. TO 11 P.M.
Ride free from 12:30 P.M.-1:30 P.M.

Fireworks display at 9:30 P.M.

FROM WEST: L.I.E. (495) East to Exit 37. Stay on service road; make left on Roslyn Road. Or
Northern State Pkwy East to Exit 29N; make right on Roslyn Road. Go to end of Roslyn Road (just
over 1 mile), bear left onto West Shore Road (clock tower on right). Continue for 2.4 miles; enter
parking lot at second North Hempstead Beach Park sign on right. (GPS directions: 175 West Shore
Road, Port Washington, NY).

FROM EAST: L.I.E. (495) West to Exit 39. Stay on service road; make right on Roslyn Road. Or
Northern State Pkwy West to Exit 29N; make right on Roslyn Road. Go to end of Roslyn Road (just
over 1 mile), bear left onto West Shore Road (clock tower on right). Continue for 2.4 miles; enter
parking lot at second North Hempstead Beach Park sign on right. (GPS directions: 175 West Shore
Road, Port Washington, NY).

Amusements by All Star Midway
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FILM

Movie Night in Astoria 
Park — Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition presents 
free movies Monday nights in 
Astoria Park.  
Aug. 26: “Juno”
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm, 
through Aug. 26
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard, between 
Hell Gate Bridge and the pool, 
Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.centralastoria.org

Movies on the Green — The 
Shops at Atlas Park presents 
free movie nights for the whole 
family. 
Aug. 28: “Despicable Me”
When: Wednesdays through 
Aug. 28, 8:30 pm
Where: The Shops at Atlas Park, 

8000 Cooper Ave., Glendale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 326-3300
Website: www.shopatlaspark.
com

Movies Under the Stars — 
Friends of Cunningham Park and 
City Councilman Mark Weprin 
present Movies Under the Stars 
Month throughout August. 
Aug. 29: “Kinky Boots”
When: Thursdays through Aug. 
29, 8 pm
Where: Cunningham Park, 196-
20 Union Turnpike, Hollis
Cost: Free
Website: www.
friendsofcunninghampark.org

EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 

When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens outside the Gardens’ 
fence on Dahlia Avenue near 
Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

DANCE

“Flamenc@!” — An all-new 
program of Flamenco music 
and dance with Andrea Del 
Conte Danza Espana. 
When: Sept. 13 - Sept. 29, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $35, $32/students and 
senior citizens
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 

 30.  Kournikova and others
 32.  Needle boxes
 33.  Penicillin treats it
 34.  1 Down has this
 36.  First clue
 38.  Like bad losers

 41.  Coil inventor Nikola

 42.  Slam on the brakes, e.g.

 47.  Officer Dibble's nemesis

 49.  Kobe's squad

 52.  Gear part

 54.  ___ dozen (abundant)

 55.  Plural suffix with mountain

 56.  1983 Super Bowl  

  designation

 57.  Blow

 58.  Take ___ account

 59.  About to arrive

 60.  Don't raise

 61.  Chicken ___

6 5.  "Dr. Hug" Buscaglia

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Bill Deasy

Show the Way

Across

 1.  Masquerades
 6.  Arabia's Gulf of ___
 10.  Topic of FX's The  
  Americans
 14.  "March comes in  
  like ___ …"
 15.  Aesop's also-ran
 16.  "Pet" plant
 17.  ___ dive (throw a fight)
 18.  What lies in the Seine
 19.  Tiara features
 20.  Army college student
 23.  Actors' dialogue: Abbr.
 24.  Bit of saltwater?
 25.  Big inits. in camping
 28.  Goddess queen
 31.  Pressure
 35.  Best movie in 2012
 37.  Rockers ___ N' Roses
 39.  Clash
 40.  Tennis ace?
 43.  Prepare baby food,  
  perhaps
 44.  Cabby's passenger
 45.  "___ Yellow Ribbon..."
 46.  After a long wait
 48.  It may be presidential
 50.  Aut. opposite
 51.  Platelet goal
 53.  Crude dude
 55.  Follows the touchdown  
  signal
 62.  Sautéing acronym, à la  
  Rachael Ray
 63.  Tepee shape
 64.  Letters on a screen?
 66.  Grande and de Janeiro
 67.  "-- boy!"
 68.  U. S. Grant's foe
 69.  Stays on the bench
 70.  Norse god
 71.  Sudden outburst

Down

 1.  Belfry resident?
 2.  ___ unto itself
 3.  Enjoy
 4.  Loam deposit.
 5.  Seize before it passes
 6.  2004 battleground state
 7.  Timbuktu's place
 8.  ___ you done yet?
 9.  Like Russian dolls
 10.  Lead role in "Hawaii 
  Five-O"
 11.  Expressed surprise
 12.  Lawn care product
 13.  It's right in your atlas
 21.  Competitor of Ragú
 22.  Effect's mate
 25.  Phi Beta ___
 26.  "In ___ -- make up 
  your mind!"
 27.  "I Kissed ___": Katy 
  Perry hit
 29.  Dennis' dog

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

RITTER & OTHERS
A S A P S L I T S M A G I
G A L L T A R O T C L E M
A T E E A M O U R D U M P
T E X A S R A N G E R M I O
H E I D I S H A Y I N S
A N S L O B M E A N I E

R E V E R T B U S S
T E X A S H O L D E M

S C A N T O W A R D
T A T T O O S P A A R C
O P T A P E S B A N A L
U T E T E X T M E S S A G E
T I R E R U R A L I L I A
E V E N A L A C K D O N T
R E D S S T Y E S E G G S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DUCALE RISTORANTE 
3rd Anniversary

Customer Appreciation Week!

Appetizers Choice of
Fried Calamari  Soup of the Day

Tricolore Salad  Eggplant Parmigiana
Main Course Choice of

Veal Marsala  Chicken Parmigiana  Filet of Sole Francais       
Penne Alla Vodka with Grilled Chicken

Dessert Choice of
Homemade Tiramisu  Spumoni  Italian Cheesecake  Tortoni

Includes Coffee or Tea and Glass of Wine!

Sunday, September 1st–Thursday, September 5th 
(5 DAYS ONLY)

718.767.4699
12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY
12NOON to 11PM Every Day

Ducalewhitestone.com

PRICE FIXED MENU $16.95

Reservations Necessary

Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm

Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

Summer Sundays at the Park 
— Enjoy concerts every Sunday 

afternoon at Jackson Heights’ 
Travers Park. 
When: Sundays at 3 pm through 
Aug. 25
Where: Travers Park, 78th 
Street between 34th Avenue 
and Northern Boulevard, 
Jackson Heights
Cost: Free

Continued on Page PB
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ica, from all over the world 
– to play music. Very few 
people ever get the chance 
to say they’ve performed 
at Lincoln Center and Car-
negie Hall, but I will have 
that pleasure.”

Last year, the young 
violinist, who grew up in 
Bayside and graduated 
Bayside HS, was perform-
ing for subway audiences to 
pay for college and help out 
his single mom and young-
er brother. But in a twist 
of fate, Manhattan Sym-
phonie conductor Gregory 
Singer took him under his 
wing and became his men-
tor and friend, prepping 
him for college auditions.

Before he knew it, the 
teen was playing second 
violin with the orchestra 
and setting his sights on 
the future.

“Yut continues to 
make tremendous progress 
and has an extremely posi-
tive and eager outlook on 
life. He is always smiling 
and always calls to tell me 
the latest good news in his 
life,” said Singer. “He is 
now graduated from study-
ing with me and is studying 
with our co-concert master 
of the Manhattan Sym-
phonie.”

Chia spoke highly of 
Singer, saying, “He’s been 
a real guide to me. He’s 
watched my progress from 
a street musician to being a 

real musician.
“He hooked me up with 

a violin teacher, Anya Heif-
etz, and she’s been the one 
giving me lessons and help-
ing me improve my tech-
nique, alongside Gregory,” 
said Chia, who believes 
without their help, he 
wouldn’t be playing at the 
level that he currently is.

The busy violinist 
recently performed at the 
Dawn and Dusk musical 
festival, held at Kaufman 
Music Center in Manhat-
tan – a collaboration of 
world-class artists from 
the Manhattan Symphonie 
and piano students from 
the Central Music School of 
China.

His family and friends 
attended the performance. 

“They were all so proud 
of me – happy and inspired 
by the concert and how I 
made it there,” he said. 

The college-bound 
violinist will be part of the 
music program at Queens 
College, this fall. Chia 
said that Aaron Copland 
School of Music Professor, 
Daniel Phillips, heard him 
play back in February. “He 
says I have so much tal-
ent….. However, he wanted 
me to focus on my violin 
technique more, which is 
the only thing I was miss-
ing.  So, starting my second 
year, I should be set to study 
violin with this world-class 
violinist.” 

Chia said his mother 
is very proud to have a son 
who is working hard to 
achieve his goal. 

“I come from a very 
humble family, and it took 
me a whole year to earn for 
my first semester,” he said. 

Chia said he has made 
quite a bit of college money 
from gigs and subway per-
formances. But he doesn’t 
know yet how he’s going to 
pay for his second semes-
ter of college, and is hoping 
he’ll be granted a full schol-
arship.

As much as he loves 
music, the young musician 
said he must have a backup. 
“So, I chose pre-med. You 
know, I’m a very hard work-
er and I’ve been through so 
much, that I want to be suc-
cessful in life, he said.

In his spare time, Chia 
plays with a modern string 
quartet band from the sub-
way.

The violinist said he 
has met a lot of people and 
learned a lot, so far. 

“It’s been fun, and 
hopefully in the future, this 
can be my life:  Play music 
eight hours a day and make 
money off of my passion,” 
Chia said.

“Basically, I’m really 
hoping I become success-
ful as a violinist – a world-
class violinist. I’m striving 
to bring my emotions, pas-
sion and my talent to people 
with my violin.”

For more information 
on Chia and his music, 
check out: www.facebook.
com/YutViolinist; www.fa-
cebook.com/yutandthehot-
four and www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZUEoMmdnk84

Continued from Page 33

VIOLINIST

Yut Chia (c.) still finds time to play music in the streets with his friends. 

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

LOBSTER 
SPECIALS 

Friday And 
Saturday Nights!

ENJOY LUNCH, DINNER & 
SUNDAY BRUNCH ON THE DECK

Live Piano Thursday, Friday 
& Saturday Evenings

Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available

Our Deck Is Open!
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

PRODUCTIONS

“The Wedding Singer” 
— Return to a time of big 
shoulder pads and bigger hair 
in 1980s New Jersey with the 
musical version of the Adam 
Sandler comedy. Following 
performances on Friday and 
Sunday night, the Secret 
Theatre will morph into an 
’80s dance party. On Sunday 
nights, dress in your best ’80s 
outfi ts and get discounted 
tickets to the show. 
When: Through Aug. 24, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm; Sunday at 7 pm, 
Sunday matinee at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

UNFringed Festival — This 
newly created, 17-day 
festival includes multiple 
performances of fi ve new 
plays: “The Twine” by Lavinia 
Roberts, “After Eternity” by 
Eugenie Carabastos, “Jaded 
The Musical” by Hillary 
Hawkins, “Eden 2000” by 
Max Lehman and “Fourteen-
Hundred and Sixty Sketches 
of Your Left Hand” by Duncan 
Pfl aster. Audience members 
and a panel of judges will then 
vote on Best Play, Best Actor 
and Best Actress.
When: Through Sept. 1, 
Tuesday - Thursday at 8 pm, 
Friday beginning at 7 pm, 
Saturday beginning at 4 pm, 
Sunday at 7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at 
door
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Webiste: www.secrettheatre.
com

Summer Stars 2013: Project 
Fame — The culmination 
of Astoria Performing Arts 
Center’s summer program for 
kids, Summer Stars features 
31 young performers, ages 
8 to 13, from Queens in an 
original musical.
When: Saturday, Aug. 24, at 4 
pm and 6 pm
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria. 
Cost: $15, $12/students and 
seniors, $5/children 5 and 
under
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Boeing, Boeing” — The 
Rockaway Theatre Co. 
presents Marc Camoletti’s 
Boulevard comedy centers 
on swinging 1960s bachelor 
Bernard who juggles three 
stewardesses, who each 
believe they’re engaged to 
him, whenever their work 
brings them to Paris. All goes 
well, until his friend Robert 
and the three women show up 
at the same time.
When: Sept. 20-22, Sept. 
27-29 and Oct. 4-6; Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $15, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

AUDITIONS

Douglaston Community 
Theatre — The group will hold 
auditions on Sept. 9 and 10 
for its upcoming production 
of “The Second Time Around” 
by Henry Denker. The show 
revolves around an older 
widow and widower who 

decide to live together 
without getting married to 
save their Social Security 
benefi ts. Roles range in ages 
from early 70s to college-
aged students. Performances 
will be in November. Auditions 
will be held at Zion Episcopal 
Church Hall on Church Street 
in Douglaston. For more 
information, contact Marilyn 
Welsher at (516) 623-3692

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 
recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments. 
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” 
in the subject line. Include 
contact information and how 
you might like to volunteer.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

People who seek out live the-
ater usually fall into one of two 
categories. 

The first group goes to be 
challenged by a playwright, who 
holds a mirror up to society in or-
der to shed light on an injustice or 
on mankind’s foibles. Group two 
wants to have a few laughs and 
grab a couple of beers at intermis-
sion. 

If you’re in the latter bunch, 
have I got a show for you: “The 
Wedding Singer” now playing at 
the Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City, through this 
weekend.

“The Wedding Singer” has 
a few genuine laughs, but for the 
most part it feels like you’re view-
ing a live version of a silly 1980s 
sitcom — “Perfect Strangers” or 
“My Two Dads” pop to mind. 

OK, full disclosure time. 
When it comes to Adam Sandler, 
I’d rather watch him in “Punch 

Drunk Love,” then, well, 
pretty much anything 
else he’s made.

And this production 
sticks faithfully to the 
1998 Sandler-Drew Bar-
rymore film about a wed-
ding singer in 1980s New 
Jersey, who gets dumped 
at the altar, makes chimp-
munk noises to express 
sadness and spirals into 
a deep depression.

I know how he feels.
Watching the show, 

I couldn’t help but think 
the problem with “The Wedding 
Singer” isn’t the material appar-
ently written for Sandler’s target 
audience of 15-year-old boys, but 
rather that a group of extremely 
talented and energetic perform-
ers are stuck in Ridgewood, N.J. 
circa 1985 making rapping gran-
ny and gay jokes. 

When he’s not trying to im-
personate Sandler, Barry DeBois 
in the role of Robbie, the wedding 

singer, comes across as likeable, 
smart and funny. Unlike Broad-
way houses, actors here are not 
miked, which hinders DeBois 
a couple of time as his singing 
voice tends to get lost among his 
castmates and even the five-piece 
band playing offstage. 

Michael Louis Bernardi 
does a terrific job in the role of 
Sammy, the clueless meathead 
with a Flock of Seagulls hairdo. 

And John Wascavage as 
obviously gay bandmate 
George, who is dressed 
to match ’80s music icon 
Boy George, has a genu-
inely funny moment 
with his solo “George’s 
Prayer.” The song, per-
formed at a bar mitzvah 
after Robbie’s breakdown 
at a wedding reception 
forces the band to change 
tactics, has the audience 
howling as Wascavage 
sings in Hebrew to the 
tune of Spandau Ballet’s 

“This Much is True.”
But this show really belongs 

to the women.
Both Allison Wilkes as Julia, 

the waitress Robbie falls in love 
with on the rebound, and Kris-
tin Piacentile, who plays Julia’s 
cousin Holly, bring strong sing-
ing voices and terrific comedic 
timing to the female lead and sec-
ond banana role.

However, it’s Natalie DePuy 

in the small role of Linda, the 
woman who leaves Robbie on 
their wedding day, who nearly 
steals the show in Act I. Dressed 
as a sluttier Pat Benatar from 
the “Love is a Battlefield” video, 
DePuy sings her Dear John note, 
“A Note From Linda,” with the 
perfect ’80s rocker chick attitude 
and mannerisms. By the time 
she’s fluttering her right hand 
after shoving her left index finger 
into her ear — in order to hit the 
high notes — you’ll wonder why 
the show isn’t called “The Wed-
ding Singer’s Ex-fiancée.”

IF YOU GO
The Wedding Singer

Where: Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., LIC
When: Through Sunday, Aug. 24
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

For mindless fun, RSVP to ‘The Wedding Singer’
Long Island City’s Secret Theatre presents silly musical version of Adam Sandler’s comedic movie

Natalie DePuy shines in her role as Linda in the Secret 
Theatre’s production of “The Wedding Singer” now play-
ing in Long Island City.  Photo courtesy Chasi Annexy

NEW!  
NOW OPEN 6PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM

All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

VILLAGGIO

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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The whirring sound 
of tires spinning fills the 
back room of the bike shop, 
where Andres Jimenez is 
busy doing repairs.

Meanwhile, a steady 
stream of customers en-
ters the Astoria store, the 
Bicycle Repairman Corp., 
which is owned by Jimenez 
and his daughters Carolina 
and Leidy. Along with do-
ing repairs, they also sell 
bicycles and bike accesso-
ries.

Jimenez said he began 
working on bikes when he 
was a child in his native Bo-
gota, Colombia. By 1981, he 
was an expert in welding 
and painting top-quality 
frames. He owned his own 
bicycle shop by the time he 
was in his early 20s.

“His whole life he’s 
been on bikes,” Carolina 
said.

In the early 1990s, he 
left Bogota and came to the 
United States to pursue the 
American Dream, he said.

For years he worked as 
a mechanic in other shops. 
His experience in other 
stores helped him learn 
the ins and outs of the New 
York City bike business, 
and he opened up his own 
business, at 40-21 35th Ave., 
seven years ago.

The store offers a full 
menu of services including 
tune-ups and accessories 
such as baskets, child car-
riers and training wheels. 
The family also sells cy-
cling clothing, including 
jerseys, shorts and shoes.

The shop, which is 
lined wall to wall with ac-
cessories and more than 
300 bicycles, stays consis-
tently busy and sees new 
customers every day, Jime-
nez said.

He said he tries to ca-
ter to everyone who comes 
to his store, whether they 
are amateur or advanced, 

and will not “upsell” by 
pushing customers to pur-
chase useless parts.

“It’s very important 
that we are honest,” he 
said. “If we are not honest 
with our customers, they 
don’t come back.”

Jimenez said one chal-
lenge of running his busi-
ness is the Internet, where 
now, he estimates, 50 per-
cent to 60 percent of cyclists 
purchase their bikes.

He uses his own expe-
rience to determine what 
kind of stock to keep in 
the store, he said. He also 
attends an annual trade 

show in Las Vegas, where 
he learns about the new-
est models that will be re-
leased. Carolina said they 
also use customer requests 
to determine what items to 
order.

Jimenez acknowledges 
that some customers are 
more difficult to work with 
than others.

“My dad has a lot of pa-
tience with them,” Carolina 
said. “He tries to help the 
customers as much as pos-
sible so they can leave with 
everything they need.”

Jimenez has had his 
own mountain bike for 18 

years, although he does 
not ride as often as he used 
to. But he is still happy to 
share his skills and years 
of experience by helping 
customers, especially nov-
ices, choose the right bike.

“Everyone deserves 
to be treated the same,” he 
said. “We have to respect 
everyone.”

The family will also 
advise customers on New 
York City cycling laws, 
such as the requirements 
that bicycle riders  must 
have a bike bell and flash-
ing lights, Carolina said.

With the purchase of 

a new bicycle, customers 
get a three-year guarantee 
that includes free tune-ups, 
lubrication and bike and 
gear adjustments. For one 
year, customers can get a 
free replacement of defec-
tive parts.

To contact the Bicycle 
Repairman Corp., call 718-
706-0450 or visit bikerepair-
man.com.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Astoria bike shop helps all riders get rolling
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (SRX/CTS $595 Bank Fee ) plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded.
No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At
Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest / Lease
Loyalty Offer $1,000/$2,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 08-31-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $419 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX
All-Wheel Drive

Luxury Collection
with Navigation

Driver Awareness
Package &

Compact Spare

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000 Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$419
All-Wheel Drive, Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows & Locks, Power
Mirrors, Power Seat, Bluetooth, Turn by
Turn Navigation, Forward Collision Alert,

Lane Departure Warning, Saftey Aleat
Seat, & Much More! MSRP $47,745

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive Coupe

1SB Package 

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down Payment!!!  

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment
& tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security
Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$299
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$179
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $179 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Bluetooth, Power Seat, Rear
Park Assist, Sideline Alert &
Much More! MSRP $23,975

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

SLE-2 
All-Wheel

Drive

$319
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $319 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2014GMC Acadia

Automatic, Air Conditioning,
Power Moonroof, Heated Seats,

Power Seats, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Rear Park

Assist & Much More! 
MSRP $40,800

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$269
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $269 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$199
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $199 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,200

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

All-Wheel Drive, Automatic, 
Air Conditioning, Power Windows, Power

Locks, Power Seats, Bluetooth, Remote
Start, Turn by Turn Navigation, Rear Park

Assist &  Much More. MSRP $41,700

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience

Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks,
Bose Surround System, Heated
Seats, Power Seats, 
Power Sunroof, Bluetooth 
& Much More! MSRP $35,490

BUICK

BUICK
Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!

REAL PRICES! REAL CARS! IN STOCK & READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  CTS
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The next few weeks 

marks a new beginning for 
the St. John’s University 
men’s basketball team and 
star guard D’Angelo Har-
rison.

The standout junior 
officially rejoins the Red 
Storm lineup as the club 
embarks on a European 
Tour in Paris, Barcelona, 
Rome and Sorrento, Italy 
that includes five games 
against professional teams 
from Aug. 19 to Sept. 1.

Harrison, the team’s 
leading scorer a year ago, 
was suspended for the re-
mainder of the season in 
March for a reported pat-
tern of conduct that was 
viewed as detrimental to 
the team, including his 
emotional on-court per-
sonality. He thinks he has 
grown from his time off the 
court.

“It definitely hurt,” 
Harrison said at a press 
conference last week. “I 
wanted to play for the team 
and staff, but I told them 
right then and there that I 
wanted to stay, and I’m back 
now just looking forward to 
having a great season with 
these guys.”

He talked about feel-
ing like a different person 
after taking steps to better 
himself personally, such 
as attending a wellness 
program in Houston with 
former NBA guard John 
Lucas. Red Storm Coach 
Steve Lavin said Harrison 
met all the criteria that was 
set for him to return to the 
active roster.

“To D’Angelo’s credit 
he has gone right down the 
list and checked them all 
off,” Lavin said. “Now the 

key is, and what is most 
important, is sustaining 
this positive momentum 
through April. To this point 

every indication is Dee will 
have an outstanding junior 
year and help us win.”

The 6-foot-3 guard is 

just one piece of a talented 
St. John’s team that returns 
the bulk of its roster from 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Cory Semper has left 

his position as Bayside 
boys’ basketball coach af-
ter five seasons to become 
the coach at Construction, 
he told TimesLedger News-
papers.

Semper cited not hav-
ing to travel to get to prac-
tice or games and wanting 
to coach where he teaches 
as the reason for his de-
parture. He leaves after 
leading Bayside to its first 
PSAL Queens title in Feb-
ruary. Semper has been a 
physical education teacher 
at Construction for the last 
six years and thinks he 
is in a better situation to 
make an impact there.

“The travel back and 
forth, I don’t have to do it 
anymore,” Semper said. “I 
can get in the gym earlier. 
The kids are in the build-
ing. It’s just easier.”

He takes over a Con-
struction program com-
ing off a 9-7 season in the 
Queens A East division un-
der Coach Jason Salaman-
ca, who is now the girls’ 
varsity coach. The Red 
Hawks are hoping to make 
the jump to the Queens AA 
division this year, accord-
ing to Semper. He is looking 
forward to the challenge of 
leading another program.

“You just have to build 

and compete,” Semper said. 
“The program has always 
been good at Construction. 
They didn’t have a great 
year last year.”

He leaves behind a 
Commodores team that has 
distinguished itself as one 
of the city’s best in recent 
years. Bayside won 20-plus 
games two of the last five 
years and has been tradi-
tional borough powerhouse 
Cardozo’s biggest competi-
tor for Queens supremacy. 
Bayside athletic director 
Joseph Capuana praised 
Semper for the way he han-
dled himself as both a per-
son and mentor to the kids 
of Bayside during his time 
at the school.

“We’ve always been 
a competitive basketball 
program, but he did take us 
to another level,” Capuana 
said. “I expect that to con-
tinue.”

Who will be given the 
task of moving the pro-
gram forward has yet to be 
decided. Capuana is still in 
the process of interviewing 
candidates, which he will 
continue to do when he re-
turns to school Aug. 26. He 
hopes to have a new coach 
by the first week in Septem-
ber.

“As soon as school be-
gins, a coach is going to be 
named,” Capuana said

Continued on Page 45

Semper leaves Bayside 
for Construction HS

Harrison rejoins St. John’s
Star guard to play with Red Storm during European tour this month

St. John’s University point guard D’Angelo Harrison is returning to the court after his suspension. 
Photo courtesy SJU/Vincent Dusovic

Bayside High School Coach Corey Semper watches his team 
take on Campus Magnet, of Cambria Heights, last year. 

Photo by William Thomas
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BY BRANDON ROBINSON

Anthony Mason is 
working to help others not 
make the same financial 
mistakes he did.

The former New York 
Knicks star and Springfield 
Gardens native made more 
than $40 million during his 
13-year NBA career, but 
owes more than $1.8 million 
in state and federal taxes in 
Wisconsin, according to an 
Oct. 29, 2009, report on ter-
ezowens.com.

“I’ve lost a lot of money 
for different reasons,” Ma-
son said. “I wanted to jump 
on this investment and that 
investment.”

He decided to use his 
experience to help others. 
In 2011, Mason became a 
life insurance marketing 
specialist with the Hotaling 
Group, an independent in-

surance firm based in Man-
hattan. He’s in the division 
that helps provide coverage 
to several high-level ama-
teur prospects, protecting 
their future earnings as a 
professional. Mason took 
the job not knowing what 
he was getting into, but he 
believes his career as an 
athlete will help players 

trust him to point out wiser 
decisions.

“I took care of every-
body around me, which is 
probably the ultimate thing 
that happens to all of us — 
we don’t always want to say 
no,” he said.

Mason, a member of 
the 1994 Eastern Confer-
ence champion Knicks, was 
the NBA’s 1995 Sixth Man of 
the Year while playing for 
New York and an NBA all-
star in 2001 as a member of 
the Miami Heat. He retired 
in 2003 while with the Mil-
waukee Bucks, finishing 
with career averages of 10.9 
points and 8.3 rebounds per 
game. Like other success-
ful athletes, Mason fell on 
hard times when his career 
ended.

This isn’t uncommon. 
According to a 2009 Sports 
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Staszewski

Block Shots

The CHSAA is finally 
moving toward structur-
ing its girls’ leagues like its 
boys’ counterparts and pro-
viding a more competitive 
experience for its athletes.

CHSAA’s girls’ league 
is working to create a 
multi-tiered intersectional 
format in all the “AA,” “A” 
and “B” divisions of all its 
major sports, according to 
intersectional coordinator 
and Mary Louis athletic di-
rector Joe Lewinger. Cur-
rently, teams play league 
games in their separate 
diocese with no true city 
championship playoffs in 
place.

The process of chang-
ing that format begins 

this fall with singular 
non-league crossover 
games between squads 
from the Brooklyn/Queens 
and Bronx/Westchester 
leagues. It’s an attempt to 
gauge teams’ level of play 
to better put together an 
intersectional system hope-
fully as early as the 2014-15 
season and provide more 
quality games, particularly 
for the league’s lower-level 
teams.

In soccer, Brooklyn/
Queens’ Class AA teams 
had crossed over in a simi-
lar manner with Staten Is-
land clubs for the last two 
years.

“[What] we are trying 
to do is address the par-
ity situation in different 
leagues in the city,” Lew-
inger said. “We want to be 
able to increase the oppor-
tunities for competitive 
play on every level.”

The move was spurred 
by a disparity in the level 

of competition of each Di-
ocesan league and a lack of 
teams for games in leagues 
like Brooklyn/Queens top 
soccer, volleyball and soft-
ball divisions, Lewinger 
said. 

This fall’s soccer and 
volleyball season starts 
the process, and for the 
first time a true city soccer 
championship game will 
be held between the Brook-
lyn/Queens and the arch-
diocesan winner, which is 

scheduled for Nov. 6.
In Queens, this means 

teams like Mary Louis and 
Christ the King will cross 
over to play Preston and 
Cardinal Spellman in soc-
cer and St. Francis Prep 
and Molloy will take on 
Kennedy Catholic and Ma-
ria Regina in volleyball. 
Softball will be similar. 
In basketball there will be 
two crossover days - Nov. 
23 at Monsignor Scanlan 
and Preston for lower level 

teams like St. John’s Prep 
and Dec. 1 at Christ the 
King, which will feature 
some of the league’s top 
programs, including the 
Royals.

“We are trying to 
use these games to access 
where everyone kind of 
fits in,” Lewinger said. “So 
looking toward 2014-2015 we 
can hopefully come up with 
a system that works.”

This step is important 
because it’s an opportunity 

not just for teams to get to 
know each other, but the 
coaches to do so also. At a 
meeting at St. John’s Prep 
in April, Lewinger said he 
saw many coaches intro-
ducing themselves to each 
other and describing their 
program’s strengths and 
weaknesses.

“Some may have never 
heard of each other’s school, 
and there they were giving 
an honest assessment of 
their programs,” Lewinger 
said. 

The CHSAA’s leader-
ship and coaches should be 
applauded for finally mak-
ing this a priority. Right 
now is still the easy part 
and there is more work 
and obstacles ahead. Still, 
this is an important step 
forward for the league and 
will provide the athletes 
with better experience and 
competition.

Anthony Mason, a former play-
er for the New York Knicks, 
now works as a life insur-
ance marketing specialist. 

Photo by George Kalinsky/MSG

The Christ the King girls’ soccer team, which celebrated its second straight CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
title last season, will now play against teams from Bronx/Westchester. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Former Knicks star dishes out 
money advice after hard times

Intersectional formal for girls long overdue
Crossover games for Brooklyn/Queens with Bronx/Westchester will increase competition for CHSAA athletes

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Nyasha Irizarry said 

she didn’t quite understand 
while she was growing up 
the magnitude of earning a 
college scholarship to play 
basketball.

The Archbishop Mol-
loy rising senior hadn’t al-
ways noticed the multitude 
of college coaches at her 
travel ball games. It wasn’t 
until she verbally commit-
ted to Manhattan College 
to play women’s basketball 
that she fully grasped what 
she accomplished.

“When you are young-
er, you don’t notice how 
much basketball can bring 
you to college,” Irizarry 
said. “It’s a big deal. When 
I caught on, getting a Divi-
sion I scholarship is a big 
accomplishment.”

The 5-foot-10 Irizarry 

visited the Bronx school 
in the spring and imme-
diately felt comfortable 
with Jaspers Coach John 
Olenowski and the school 
itself. She liked its small 
size and the quality of the 
education, especially the 
biology program.

“It wasn’t too big,” said 
Irizarry, who is interested 
in becoming a veterinar-
ian. “The classes were 
small. I knew everything 
was going to be really good 
education-wise. It seemed 

like it would be a really 
good fit there.”

Irizarry is a pure 
shooter and feels the Jas-
pers system will accentuate 
her strengths. The scholar-
ship wouldn’t have been 
possible, however, without 
her working on her weak-
ness. She knew she had 
to break the perception 
that she was nothing more 
than a spot up shooter, who 
doesn’t really drive to the 
basket . She got that chance 

Molloy players, including Nyasha Irizarry (c.), battle with Bishop 
Ford team members for the ball during a game earlier this year. 

Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Stanners guard Irizarry 
commits to Manhattan

Continued on Page 45 Continued on Page 45
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last season’s NIT squad, in-
cluding Big East Rookie of 
the Year JaKarr Sampson 
and shot-blocking special-
ist Chris Obekpa.

The Red Storm heads 
overseas shorthanded with 
injuries to Felix Balamou, 
prized freshman recruit 
Rysheed Jordan, Phil 
Greene, Max Hooper and 
Jamal Branch. Jordan has 
been suffering from back 
spasms, and Greene and 

Balamou will likely not see 
the court in Europe. Jordan 
wished he wasn’t missing 
out on an early opportunity 
to play with his new team-
mates.

“It’s been a good pre-
season for me but I’m a 
little banged up right now,” 
the Philadelphia product 
said. “Obviously I want to 
be able to play, but as Coach 
[Lavin] and the staff told 
me it’s my job to get healthy 
right now and ready for our 
season.”

The NCAA allows 

men’s basketball teams 
one foreign trip every four 
years and 10 practices prior 
to the team’s departure. The 
last international trip the 
Red Storm took was in Au-
gust 2009, when the squad 
traveled to Canada for four 
days. St. John’s hopes this 
one is the start of a stand-
out season that gets off on 
the right foot with a re-en-
ergized Harrison back.

“He came back a dif-
ferent person, a better per-
son and better basketball 
player,” Sampson said.

Illustrated article, 60 per-
cent of former NBA play-
ers are broke within five 
years of retirement. Mason 
said all it takes is one false 
move to put your finances 
in jeopardy. He wants to 
do his part in making sure 
it happens less to athletes. 
One of his ideas is for play-

ers to put aside the money 
they earn up front so it can 
grow throughout their ca-
reer.

“I feel like I can slash 
that number by two-thirds 
if everybody just says let 
me do something for my fu-
ture instead of waiting un-
til something happens that 
they don’t foresee,” Mason 
said.

The power forward 
was reliable on Pat Riley’s 

Knicks bench to act as a 
physical defender against 
opponents much taller than 
him. Now he hopes to be 
trusted in a different way 
as he takes on the task of 
advising players to spend 
their money wisely when 
they reach the league.

“You’re going to play 
10 to 12 years by accident 
if you’ve got any skill,” Ma-
son said. “Why not have 
your money work for you?”

with her Gauchos/NYC 
Bulldogs travel ball team, 
which lacked a true point 
guard early in the summer. 
It forced Irizarry from the 
wing and put the ball in her 
hand more often. She be-
gan setting up teammates 
to score as well as shooting 
herself. 

“We had to lean on 
Nyasha to bring the ball up 
the court and she did a great 
job of it,” travel ball Coach 
Tom Catalanotto said. “She 
had to help lose some scor-
ing, but she helped her 
teammates out.”

Catalanotto, whose 
daughter Christine is an 
assistant coach at Manhat-
tan, praised Irizarry for 
her commitment to improv-
ing during this past sum-
mer in all facets of her life. 
She uses both ends of the 
floor, getting around de-
fenders and stealing balls 
in the passing lanes, and 
improving her footwork on 
defense impressed a num-
ber of college coaches, in-
cluding those at a Jaspers 
team looking to rebuild in 
the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference.

Her role will expand 
this season with Molloy. 
Irizarry, who started last 

year, will need to score 
more for a reloading Stan-
ners, which graduated 
stars Amani Tatum, Caro-
lyn Gallagher and Alexa 
Dietrich from a team that 
won the school’s first 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I regular season 
title over the winter. She 
wants to continue to show 
people her well-rounded 
game.

“People can lock down 
a shooter, by just taking 
away her shot,” Irizarry 
said. “I had to show when 
people started to take away 
my shot that I would be able 
to drive to the basket.”
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Mason

Continued from Page 44 

Irizarry
Continued from Page 43 

Harrison
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compensation for much of 
it.

Pitts Management, the 
Louisiana-based manage-
ment and consulting firm 
that runs the hospital, told 
staff members the hospital 
was $5 million in debt as a 
result, according to Fried-
land and Folks..

According to a state-
ment released by the hos-
pital, St. John’s is under 
“financial and regulatory 
pressures” but is commit-
ted to making changes to 
mitigate the strain. Those 
changes could include lay-
offs or mergers with other 
health systems, the state-
ment said.

Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) likened the changes 
to the hospital “tightening 
its belt” so it can attract a 
quality partner with which 
to merge.

According to Robert 
Hadley, the communica-
tions coordinator for SEIU 
1199, the union that rep-
resents most of St. John’s 
staff, administrators of the 
North Shore-LIJ Health sys-
tem have been interested in 
exploring an opportunity 
to merge with St. John’s.

However, according 
to the statement released 
by the hospital, St. John’s 
has not received any “over-
tures” about doing so from 
North Shore-LIJ.

The statement also 
said St. John’s has relocated 
its family practice, internal 
medicine and pediatrics 
clinics to function as part 
of the Joseph P. Addabbo 

Family Health Centers sys-
tem.

“This has created new 
capabilities and opportu-
nities for both providers, 
especially in regard to ex-
tending St. John’s post-doc-
toral training programs,” 
the statement said.

Clare Thompson, the 
vice president of the union, 
said moving the clinics is 
actually weakening the 
hospital because St. John’s 
should be able to provide 
comprehensive care, which 
is unavailable anywhere 
else on the peninsula. 

“They are chipping 
bits and pieces away from 
services,” Thompson said. 
“Even if Addabbo has clin-
ics, the hospital should 
have them too.”

Friedland said because 
the hospital has failed to ex-
pand its emergency depart-
ment, staff members see a 
lot of walkouts — patients 
who leave without being 
seen because the wait is too 
long.

However, according to 
St. John’s, the planned $15 
million expansion of the 
emergency department will 
begin as soon as ambulato-
ry clinics are relocated.

Folks said staff mem-
bers are not necessarily 

concerned about the imme-
diate closure of the hospi-
tal, but whether the facility 
can survive over the long 
term if services continue 
to be cut.Friedland and 
her co-worker said cutting 
services or closing the hos-
pital could be devastating, 
not only from a healthcare 
perspective, but also from 
an economic perspective: 
St. John’s is the largest em-
ployer on the peninsula.

“We’ve been down this 
road already,” she said, 
referring to the closure of 
Peninsula Hospital last 
year. “Emotions are still 
raw in everybody’s minds 
and hearts. We saw a hos-
pital that was there for over 
100 years go under. We’re 
all very, very nervous about 
what is going to happen.”

But Goldfeder said he 
is neither worried about 
the services that have been 
cut, nor whether the hospi-
tal may close.

“There is no imminent 
danger of closure,” he said. 
“But we will fight to main-
tain what we have. My hope 
is that when all is said and 
done, there’s going to be a 
quality hospital that has 
all the services it can pro-
vide.”

move out piecemeal.
City officials coun-

tered that claim, indicating 
there is nothing preventing 
businesses from pooling 
their payouts — which are 
completely separate from 
an existing $9 million fund 
administered by the city 
Housing Department to aid 
in relocation.

Only one business has 
successfully moved from 
the Iron Triangle to date, 
though a handful more are 
currently in the process.

A group of 55 business-
es called the Sunrise Coop-
erative is also negotiating 
with the city to try and get 
funds to move as a group.

This new pot is valued 
at $3.5 million, and will be 
doled out on a first-come, 
first-serve basis, according 
to the city, which credited 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
with helping to obtain the 
cash.

“Thanks to the Council 
member’s partnership and 
leadership in this effort, 
$3.5 million in additional 
city funding has been iden-
tified in order to provide 
further assistance, which 
will help these businesses 
to relocate and ensure that 
this transformative neigh-
borhood redevelopment 
will continue,” EDC said in 
a statement 

The Council’s vote will 
hinge on Ferreras’ opinion, 
since the project lies with-

in her district, though the 
lawmaker has not publicly 
come out for or against the 
proposal.

Critics blasted her 
for the buyouts, citing a 
2009 interview where she 
pledged to fight for group 
relocation until the end of 
the process.

The lawmaker said 
all options are still on the 
table.

“I have always advo-
cated for the EDC to re-
locate the Willets Point 
businesses as a group,” she 
said in a statement. “There 
are ongoing negotiations 
to make sure that these 
businesses are given a fair 
deal by the EDC and any 
potential developers. I will 
continue to advocate for my 
constituents.”

the most highly rated teach-
ers who are more likely to 
be on the job in three years’ 
time.

The department’s 
first Teacher Preparation 
Program Reports mea-
sured the dozen education 
schools that sent 51.6 per-
cent of the more than 10,000 
traditional teachers to the 
department between 2008 
and 2012.

St. John’s led the pack 

with 91 percent of gradu-
ates rated either effective 
or highly effective on their 
2012-13 state growth scores 
and 94 percent of grads re-
tained by the DOE after 
three years.

Queens College was 
right behind its neighbor 
with 92 percent of grads on 
the job after three years, 
and ranked third when it 
came to well-rated teach-
ers, with 89 percent receiv-
ing high growth ratings.

 Graduates from the 
two schools were not neces-
sarily flocking to the high-
est-need programs, though. 

Only 16 percent of 
Queens College grads — 
the lowest among the 12 
programs — were going 
on to get jobs at high-need 
schools such as transfer 
schools and District 75 spe-
cial education schools.

At St. John’s the num-
ber was 22 percent, tied 
for third-lowest among the 
dozen schools.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

St. John’s

St. John’s Episcopal Hospital in the Rockaways has cut services 
because of financial problems, according to staff members.

home on 50th Street: one in 
the yard and another in the 
driveway, with the second 
one causing damage to the 
nearby home, the DA said.

The 22 year old also 
allegedly started two fires 
at Donato’s Pizza, on 39th 

Avenue, which was closed 
at the time, with one fire 
causing damage to the out-
side walls, Brown said.

The district attorney’s 
office said Page is also 
charged with setting a fire 
in-between two homes on 
49th Street and igniting 
a black trash bag in front 
of another nearby home, 
which extended to an oc-

cupied home just below the 
bedroom of a 3-year-old.

Page was arraigned 
in Queens Criminal Court 
Tuesday night and bail 
was set at $300,000 bond or 
$200,000 cash with a court 
date scheduled for Sept. 3, 
the district attorney said. 
He faces up to 25 years in 
prison if convicted, the DA 
said.

Continued from Page 5
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last year’s top seed Victo-
ria Azarenka, who lost to 
Williams into a tense fi-
nal match last year. Maria 
Sharapova, the 2006 singles 
champion, was initially 
ranked No. 3, but dropped 
out Wednesday due to a 
shoulder injury. All of the 
seeded women moved up as 

a result, pushing Agniesz-
ka Radwanska directly be-
hind Azarenka. 

The Open will again 
be offering some of the best 
food available at a sporting 
event at its food court, and 
will host musical acts in-
cluding the borough’s own 
folk and pop band Astoria 
Boulevard, according to 
the USTA.

About 700,000 fans will 
come through the borough 
to watch the event, and this 

year the Queens Economic 
Development Corp., along 
with the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce, is trying to 
entice some of those visi-
tors to shop and eat in the 
surrounding area.

The organizations re-
cently unveiled the “This 
is Queens” mobile app to 
try to guide those unfamil-
iar with the borough to its 
most interesting destina-
tions and delicious restau-
rants.

Continued from Page 4

US Open

ronmental — should not be 
taking a back seat to one’s 
indiscretions,” he said. “We 
are simply saying to the 
mayor’s office and whoever 
will become the next leader 
of New York City, ‘Please 
don’t forget about us. We 
are here.’”

Nicole Paultre-Bell, 
whose fiance was killed by 

police on the eve of his wed-
ding in 2006, said access to 
affordable, quality daycare 
was on the top of her list of 
concerns.

The committee has 
organized six community 
tour dates in late August 
and early September when 
candidates can visit com-
munity groups, houses of 
worship and even peoples’ 
homes for dinner, Wills 
said.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 

he added, had already con-
firmed she would attend 
one.

Quinn was conspicu-
ously absent from the two 
mayoral forums, but Wills 
said that since he was a 
member of the Council he 
would refrain from com-
menting on how the com-
munity felt.

Paultre-Bell, however, 
offered up her view.

“I think it’s every can-
didate’s responsibility to 
make it out here,” she said.

Continued from Page 19
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