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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
An insurgent faction of 

Queens Republicans is orches-
trating a power grab by remaking 
the borough’s Board of Elections 

office in its image following a suc-
cessful political coup earlier this 
year.

In January, a trio of City 
Council members hostile to 
Queens GOP Chairman Phil 

Ragusa exploited a loophole al-
lowing them to install Michael 
Michel as commissioner of the 
Queens BOE, a position that gives 
him the power to dole out political 
patronage jobs to loyalists.

Since Michel took office Jan. 
27, a number of Republicans at the 
office who hold executive posi-
tions in the county party have ei-
ther stepped down or been fired, 
according to personnel records 
obtained through a Freedom of 
Information Law request.

“They’re trying to inch their 
way into taking over the entire 
Queens party,” said Nick Bellucci, 
who was fired from his $42,659-a-
year job as an administrative 
assistant in March. “Having the 
commissionership makes it look 
like they’re part of the official 
party. They’re part of a renegade 
Queens party, not the real one.”

The records provided by the 
board do not give a reason for Bel-
lucci’s termination, but he said 
he was fired due to a write-up for 
coming into work late — a mark 
he said many employees have on 
their records but one Michel used 
as an excuse to clean house.

“I would like to get a lawyer 
and get Michel for that,” he said. 
“That whole crew is a bunch of 
vindictive .... I’ll leave the rest 
blank.”

Other county party execu-

BY JOE ANUTA

Candidates who want to make 
inroads with Mandarin-speaking 
voters must tread carefully when 
translating their names into Chi-
nese, and strategies differ on how 
to be effective while avoiding un-
wanted connotations.

This election season mayoral 
hopefuls boast names that mean 
strong, plan, think, heroine, 
trustworthy or inclusive.

Others in the annals of the 
city’s political history are known 
by less auspicious monikers.

Transliterating a name from 
English to Mandarin is not an 
exact science, according to Jerry 
Vattamala, staff attorney at the 
Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund.

For example, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s name is referred to as 
“Ke Mo” in one Chinese-language 
daily newspaper and “Ge Mo” in 
another, according to one of many 
Mandarin-speakers interviewed 
for this story.

“That is why some jurisdic-
tions say they don’t like to trans-

BY PHIL CORSO

Four of the five Democrats hoping to replace 
City Councilman Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
stood united this week in opposition to attack ads 
being sent out to voters.

Over the past several weeks, at least five 

Rivals for Halloran’s seat
blast PAC attack mailers

BY PHIL CORSO

There was no short-
age of friends and rela-
tives anxious to share their 
stories of the late Gloria 
D’Amico as they gathered 
on Shore Boulevard in As-
toria to co-name a street in 
her memory.

D’Amico, a longtime 
Astoria native and activ-
ist, was the first woman 
to serve as Queens county 
clerk. She died Dec. 21, 2010 
at the age of 883, but was 
immortalized in a ceremo-
ny co-naming Shore Bou-
levard and 21st Drive “The 
Honorable Gloria D’Amico 

Place.”
To call it a celebration 

would have been an under-
statement, as a busy group 
of city and borough all-
stars gathered to remember 
D’Amico. City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-As-
toria) emceed the event 

Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. is 
joined by elected officials and mem-
bers of Gloria D’Amico’s family in pull-
ing the cover off the street sign. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Pols face perils
when choosing 
Chinese names

Dissidents shake up Queens GOP
Insurgents target county chairman after revamping boro’s Board of Elections
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Gloria D’Amico remembered
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PRESIDENTIAL VISIT

First Lady Michelle Obama waves to the crowd at Arthur Ashe Stadium during Kids’ Day, which kicked off the US 
Open in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Christina Santucci
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3New high school opens inside Campus Magnet
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Educators are hoping 
the third time is a charm 
for the institution some in 
southeast Queens still refer 
to as Andrew Jackson High 
School.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott and the 
city Department of Edu-
cation’s partners were on 
hand at the Campus Mag-
net complex in Cambria 
Heights Tuesday morning 
for an opening ceremony 
for a new health school, the 
third major incarnation 
of the notorious Andrew 
Jackson High.

“All the students who 
are here today, we expect 
you to graduate in four 
years,” Walcott told the pu-
pils who will make up the 
inaugural class of the Insti-
tute for Health Professions, 
a career technical educa-
tion school set to open next 
month, at 207-01 116th St.

The school was ap-
proved in March by the city 
Panel for Educational Pol-

icy, which voted to phase 
in one grade a year until 
the 2016 school year as it 
simultaneously phases out 
two low-performing high 
schools at the campus: Law, 

Government & Community 
Service and Business, Com-
puter Applications and En-
trepreneurship.

The schools were cre-
ated in 1994, when the then-

Board of Education broke 
Andrew Jackson High 
down into four smaller, the-
matic schools.

Andrew Jackson had a 
notorious reputation for vi-

olence and drug use, along 
with poor graduation rates. 
In 1992, the school had a 
four-year graduation rate 
of 31 percent.

The two other schools 
borne out of the ashes of 
Andrew Jackson have 
watched their four-year 
rates climb to more than 
70 percent, while the rates 
of students graduating on 
time from LGCS and BCAE 
were at or below 43 percent 
in 2012, the latest year the 
for which the city has data.

The Institute for 
Health Professions and its 
partners, which include 
Hofstra University and the 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
System, are hoping the 
school’s support system 
will help push students to 
achieve.

“Career-technical edu-
cation prepares students for 
college and careers through 
integration of rigorous aca-
demic and workforce skills 
through connections with 
industry and higher edu-
cation, said Gerry House, 

president of the Institute 
for Student Achievement, 
a nonprofit that partners 
with about 60 schools in the 
city going through some 
kind of transformation.

Upon graduation, stu-
dents earn a certification 
either as an emergency 
medical technician or nurs-
ing assistant through a col-
laboration with the Hofstra 
North Shore-LIJ School of 
Medicine.

Principal Gareth Rob-
inson told the inaugural 
class that the support they 
receive will give them a leg 
up after four years.

“When you graduate 
you will walk out with an 
industry-standard certifi-
cation and real-world expe-
rience that will make you 
highly competitive for jobs 
and college,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A massive manhunt 

was underway for a Florida 
driver after two officers 
were injured trying to ap-
prehend him during a wild 
chase in Astoria, police 
said.

Authorities believe 
61-year-old Gary Sarback, 
of Lake Worth, Fla., was 
behind the wheel of a black 
Ford pickup truck with 
Florida plates spotted by 
officers near the corner of 
Broadway and Crescent 
Street in Astoria at about 
8:50 p.m. Aug. 22.

The truck had been 
linked to an alleged rob-
bery earlier in the day and 
was reported stolen from 
the Sunshine State days 
earlier, the NYPD said.

When two of the city’s 
Finest in an unmarked car 
attempted to pull Sarback 
over, he allegedly stepped 
on the gas instead, striking 

an officer in the process, 
the NYPD said.

The two officers each 
fired a round at the scene, 
and the NYPD was still 
investigating whether 
Sarback shot back, since 
a .38 caliber revolver was 
believed to be in the truck 
when it was taken, cops 

said.
Both officers were 

taken to Cornell Medical 
Center with non-life-threat-
ening injuries and then 
treated and released, police 
said.  Police said one of the 
officers was struck by the 
pickup truck, but it was not 
clear why the other officer 
needed treatment.

Police were warning 
anyone who spotted Sar-
back to call 911 and avoid 
confronting him.  He is be-
lieved to be armed and dan-
gerous.

Ignacio Romero, a 
manager at the Trade Fair 
supermarket on the corner, 
said the police put the 24-
hour store on lockdown af-
ter the incident.

The Floridian eventu-
ally ditched his truck far-
ther south near the corner 
of 24th Street and 37th Av-
enue before disappearing, 
according to police, but left 
clues to his identify from 

a cellphone found in the 
area.

The nearby Queens-
boro Bridge was shut down 
on both sides for about 30 
minutes to prevent any es-
cape from Queens.

Rose Mary Marvilli, 
who lives near where the 

vehicle was found, said he-
licopters were scouring the 
residential and industrial 
area, which boasts lots of 
hidden backyards behind 
brick row houses.

“You saw search-
lights,” she said. “It was so 
bright.”

Cops could not confirm 
a firearm was recovered 
in the vehicle, but officers 
suspected the driver might 
still have had the handgun.

At about 4:15 p.m. earli-
er in the day, a man match-
ing Sarback’s description 
got out of the same black 
truck in Astoria near the 
corner of Ditmars Boule-
vard and 79th Street and 
asked a woman for her 
pocketbook, police said.

The woman refused, 
but Sarback allegedly got 
a hold of it and tried to 
speed off, police said, al-
though the woman chased 
him back to his truck and 
was dragged behind it for a 
short distance.

She sustained minor 
injuries, according to the 
NYPD.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Police search for driver in Astoria face-off with cops

GARY SARBACK
Photo courtesy NYPD

Police investigate 37th Avenue and 24th Street in Astoria, where 
the pickup truck was located. Photo by Ken Maldonado 

Incoming student Mahrukh Annum, 14, (front) checks into orientation. Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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BY JOE ANUTA

A group of lawmakers 
want the city to answer for 
what they called egregious 
parking mismanagement 
at Pomonok Houses that is 
driving residents crazy.

The city Housing Au-
thority converted free lots 
at the housing complex, lo-
cated at 67-10 Parsons Blvd., 
into paid spaces and turned 
over management in March 
to a private company called 
Greystone Parking Ser-
vices.

But since then hun-
dreds of residents have 
complained of months-long 
waits for permits, multiple 
cars being assigned to the 
same spot and general un-
responsiveness by the city 
and the contractor, the 
elected officials said.

In addition, NYCHA 
reduced 70 spaces formerly 
reserved for the Pomonok 
Community Center, used 
by at least 50 senior citizens 
daily for meals and social 

activities, to just 10 spots. It 
is unclear what the other 60 
spots will be used for.

“The new parking fees 
at the Pomonok Community 
Center are outrageous and 
unacceptable, and NYCHA 
must repeal them immedi-
ately,” said U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing). “Allow-
ing a private company to 
profit off the backs of local 
residents and seniors is un-
conscionable, and the hor-
rendous mismanagement 
that has caused nothing 
but more frustration adds 
insult to injury.”

Meng was joined by 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), state As-
semblyman Michael Si-
manowitz (D-Electchester) 
and residents in denounc-
ing the new parking fee 
structure.

The trio sent a letter to 
the city in March, accord-
ing to Stavisky, but has 
heard nothing back.

“We’re here to tell 
them that they can’t ignore 

the residents of Pomonok 
and the senior citizens who 
use the neighborhood cen-
ter,” she said. “These issues 
must be resolved.”

Greystone, which han-
dles parking in the Tri-state 
area, referred requests for 
comment to NYCHA.

 In response to the 

news conference, NYCHA 
issued a statement saying 
it is in the process of bring-
ing all previously non-paid 
lots across the city under a 
fee structure. The revenues 
and permits will raise cash 
to maintain cleaner lots, 
and ensure that only hous-
ing residents are using the 

spaces.
As for the spaces out-

side the community cen-
ter, the authority said they 
were discussed prior to the 
conversion.

“NYCHA met with 
both the community center 
management and elected 
officials to discuss these 

changes and the need for 
parking spaces. The 10 
parking spaces assigned to 
the center in the resident 
parking lot were agreed 
upon by all involved par-
ties and are paid for by the 
community center, which 
received a discounted rate,” 
the agency said.

As to the allegations 
of gross mismanagement, 
the authority said it “will 
continue to work with resi-
dents, elected officials and 
all stakeholders, as well as 
with Greystone, to improve 
customer service.

But that did not sit well 
with Monica Corbett.

“The nearest senior 
center is not close nor is 
there an after-school cen-
ter that serves children 
from K-5,” she said in a 
statement. “To ask staff 
and participants to pay for 
parking is asinine. NYCHA 
staff receive free parking. 
Why shouldn’t [the neigh-
borhood center] be afforded 
the same?”

NEW!  
NOW OPEN 6PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM
All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness

Pomonok blasts NYCHA policies on paid parking

Elected officials protest the parking conditions at Pomonok Houses. Photo courtesy Toby Stavisky
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39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 9-15-13

w/coupon, exp. 9-15-13

w/coupon, exp. 9-15-13

w/coupon, exp. 9-15-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Several western 
Queens residents are prais-
ing police from the 114th 
Precinct who they said 
teamed up with the city 
Sanitation Department to 
remove more than one doz-
en shopping carts stuffed 
with garbage around Dutch 
Kills.

“This was just trash 
tied to polls in the neigh-
borhood,” said Community 
Board 1 member George 
Stamatiades. “That kind 
of activity is what brings 
down the neighborhood.”

Residents said that on 
Aug. 16, police located and 
carted away 17 grocery 
carts in and around Dutch 
Kills along with the city’s 
Strongest. In the process, 
officials encountered a man 
who neighbors said claimed 
ownership of the items.

Orlando Martinez, 52, 
who was using the carts, 
was arrested, according to 
sources familiar with the 
case.

He began screaming 
and blocking the entrance 
of the subway at Northern 
Boulevard and 36th Street, 
causing a crowd to form, ac-
cording to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the Queens 
district attorney’s office.

Police said when they 
tried to handcuff him, Mar-
tinez flailed his arms and 
twisted his body, according 
to the complaint. He was 
charged with disorderly 

conduct and resisting ar-
rest, the DA’s office said.

“My understanding 
was there was some per-
sonal effects, even some 
money,” Stamatiades said 
about the contents of the 
carts.

An area resident said 
the contents included hub-
caps, a five-year-old People 
magazine with a $20 bill 
stuffed into Page 10 as well 
as plastic bags with scooped 

dog feces.
Since Martinez’s ar-

rest, residents said they are 
happy to report no more 
new trash-filled carts have 
appeared in the area.

“They are gone. Their 
garbage is gone. The neigh-
borhood is better,” Stama-
tiades said. “Every piece of 
paper that is picked off the 
street improves the street, 
improves the community 
— even one piece of paper.”

Roundup of shopping carts 
clears trash in Dutch Kills

A shopping cart is chained up in Astoria days after police removed 
others in Dutch Kills. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Clearview Gardens is 
a real pigsty, according to 
a lawsuit.

Michael Kurtz, presi-
dent of the Whitestone 
co-op’s board of directors, 
filed suit earlier this month 
claiming the city Depart-
ment of Health has allowed 
a couple’s pet pig to over-
stay its welcome. He is ask-
ing the court to order the 
city’s chief doctor to get rid 
of the family’s porcine pal.

About a year ago, Dan-
ielle and Louis Forgione de-
cided to get a pet pig named 
Petey as a way to help cope 
with the death of Danielle’s 
brother and her father’s 
diagnosis with terminal 
brain cancer. Some of the 
couple’s children are aller-
gic to cat and dog hair, and 
the swine made a perfect, if 
not unusual, choice.

The co-op board ini-
tially gave the thumbs up, 
but after someone squealed, 
the DOH got wind of Petey 
and in February it ordered 
the Forgiones to find a new 
place for their 9-month-old 
little piggie to call home.

As it turns out, the city 
Health Code specifically 
prohibits “all even-toed 
ungulates” including but 
not limited to deer, giraffes 
and pigs.

The Health Depart-
ment gave the Forgiones 
until July 1 to remove Petey 
from the city limits and 
said it would grant a 45-day 

extension if the family had 
entered into a contract to 
sell their home by the dead-
line.

According to the or-
der, pigs become aggressive 
as they mature between the 
age of 12 and 18 months and 
have the potential for bit-
ing and scratching. As part 
of the order, the Forgiones 
agreed to keep Petey from 
contact with the public, 
but according to the law-
suit by June 21 the board 
had received complaints 
that Petey “is being walked 
around the common prop-
erty of the cooperative 
corporation and has placed 
residents in fear for their 
person and property.”

Danielle Forgione told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
she had not seen the law-
suit and said Petey was a 
sweet swine who would not 
bite or scratch a fly.

BY PHIL CORSO

An independent law 
firm’s investigation into the 
case of a late St. John’s Uni-
versity dean and fund-rais-
er who killed herself dur-
ing her embezzlement trial 
found former President the 
Rev. Donald J. Harrington 
and Chief of Staff Rob Wile 
made “errors in judgment,” 
which “led to conflicts of 
interest,” but no criminal 
wrongdoing.

Both Harrington and 
Wile came under scrutiny 
when 57-year-old Cecilia 
Chang was accused of forc-
ing foreign students to per-
form household duties in 
exchange for scholarship 
money as well as steal-
ing more than $1 million 
from the school. She later 
hanged herself after tak-
ing the stand at her federal 
trial back in November.

Two New York Maga-
zine articles accused the 
former president of ignor-
ing Chang’s crimes while 
also taking gifts and vaca-
tions from her because she 
was raising more than $20 
million for the Catholic 
school. But those claims 
were silenced after the 
university announced the 
findings of Frank Wohl, a 
partner in the Manhattan-
based law firm of Lankler 
Siffert & Wohl.

“There were errors 
in judgement by the Rev. 
Donald J. Harrington, and 

Robert Wile that led to con-
flicts of interest and fail-
ures to fully disclose those 
conflicts to the board of 
trustees,” St. John’s board 
of trustees Chairman Peter 
P. D’Angelo said in a state-
ment.

The university said 
the conflicts included a 
real estate transaction 
between Harrington and 
Wile, a short-term loan by 
a former member of the 
board of trustees to the two 
in connection with that 
transaction and a personal 
loan made by a university 
vendor made out to Wile.

“Mr. Wohl found that 
none of these transactions 

caused financial harm to 
the university,” D’Angelo 
said.

Harrington, 67, an-
nounced his retirement 
in May and effectively 
stepped down July 31 af-
ter more than two decades 
at the helm of the Queens 
university since his arrival 
in 1989. Wile also resigned 
over the summer.

The college has been 
searching for a full-time re-
placement for Harrington 
— a process D’Angelo said 
would continue over the 
coming months. Until then, 
the Rev. Joseph L. Levesque, 
will serve as interim presi-
dent, the school said.

D’Angelo also said 
Wohl’s report found that no 
one at the university was 
aware of Chang’s alleged 
fraud scheme.

“He found that her 
fraud was facilitated by 
the failure to require strict 
compliance by Chang with 
the university’s financial 
controls,” D’Angelo’s state-
ment said. “In addition, 
various university person-
nel accepted personal gifts 
from Cecilia Chang, which 
created the appearance of 
conflicts of interest. Where 
appropriate, the recipients 
of those gifts have volun-
tarily agreed to make resti-
tution to the university.”

An independent probe paints former St. John’s University President the Rev. Donald Harrington 
cleared of any wrongdoing despite errors in judgment.

Whitestone co-op 
sues to evict pet pig

St. John’s prez clears name
Probe fi nds no criminal wrongdoing despite errors in judgment

Petey the pig is the sub-
ject of a lawsuit filed by a 
Whitestone co-op board.
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 9/9/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The NYPD is still 
searching for the man 
wanted in a brutal rape 
that occurred in Rego Park 
last week.

The victim, a 52-year-
old woman was coming 
out of the R train station 
at 63rd Drive and Queens 
Boulevard at about 10 p.m. 
Friday, when the suspect, 
who called himself Junior, 
approached and asked for 
her name and phone num-
ber, cops said.

After the woman re-
fused and went into a Rite 
Aid, the man then followed 
her inside the pharmacy, 
started harassing her and 
then left, the NYPD said.

But police say the sus-
pect did not go far. He was 
waiting for her when she 
headed out of the store, 
and when she got to 63-45 
Saunders St., he allegedly 
grabbed her, threw her 
down a flight of steps into 
the apartment building and 
raped her, according to the 
NYPD.

Afterward, the sus-
pect, who was described 
as a 5-foot-7 black man in 
his 20s with a mustache, 
swiped her cellphone and 
purse, police said.

The NYPD released 
surveillance video, which 
they said shows the suspect 
entering the Rite Aid.

The woman was taken 
by emergency responders 
to the hospital, cops said. 

Mark Montekio, a 
neighborhood resident, 
said he had not known 
about what happened on 
the block, but he saw police 
tape in front of the apart-
ment building over the 
weekend. He was surprised 
to hear about the incident 
and said the area is usu-
ally safe. He had not given 
thought before to potential 
late-night attacks, he said.

“We rarely have any 
problems,” he said. 

According to NYPD 
crime statistics, there had 
been three reported rape 
incidents in the precinct 

as of Aug. 18, There were 
seven in all of 2012.

Richard Mumith, the 
spokesman for Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills), cited a recent 
rise in crime as the reason 
for the planned installation 
of 30 high-tech police cam-
eras throughout Rego Park 
and Forest Park.

Mumith listed spe-
cific cases the Council 
member found especially 
unsettling, including the 
attempted rape of a 23-year-
old woman jogging through 
Forest Park in March. 

He also cited a June 
incident in which three 
women were held at gun-
point near Slocum Cres-
cent and Greenway Ter-
rance and robbed of their 
purses, cash, credit cards, 
two iPhones, an iPad and a 
camera.

Koslowitz secured 
about $1 million in city 
funding for the installation 
of the cameras, according 
to Mumith.

The Argus cameras, 
which are mounted on 
poles, feature fish-eye, 
360-degree lenses.

He emphasized that 
the neighborhoods com-
prising Council District 29 
— Rego Park, Forest Hills, 

Kew Gardens and parts of 
Maspeth, Richmond Hill 
and Elmhurst — are still 
among the safest in Queens, 
“but it’s disturbing to hear 
about these cases,” he said.

He said the cameras 
are being installed in order 
to keep the district as safe 
as it has always been.

Frank Galluscio, dis-
trict manager of Commu-
nity Board 6, which covers 
the area, said police are 
the right ones to determine 
where cameras should be 
installed because they are 
experts about crimes that 
are committed.

“Anything that helps 
police is good,” he said. 
“Anything that secures a 
neighborhood is good. And 
for their placement it’s very 
important that we get the 
most bang for our dollar.”

Anyone with informa-
tion about the Rego Park 
incident is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS, 
submit tips by logging on to 
crimestoppers.com or text 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) be-
fore entering TIP577.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The police are searching for a suspect wanted for raping a woman. 
He is described as a black man in his 20s. Courtesy NYPD

Violent Rego Park rapist 
sought by investigators
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

 The city’s decision to 
extend weekday ferry ser-
vice from the Rockaways 
has been praised by penin-
sula residents, but it just 
might not be enough to sat-
isfy them.

The ferry operating 
between the Rockaways 
and lower Manhattan will 
continue to run through 
Jan. 31, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced last 
week.

Ferries depart from 
Beach 108th Street and 
Beach Channel Drive and 
stop at the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal in Sunset Park 
and at Pier 11 at 34th Street 
 in Manhattan. A one-way 
ride costs $2. Free transfer 
rides by boat are provided 
between Pier 11 and East 
34th Street.

The ferry began op-
erating in November to 
temporarily replace the 
A train while it was shut 
down as the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity made repairs following 
Hurricane Sandy. Service 
has been extended several 
times because ridership re-
mains high, officials said.

“Ferry service has 
proven to be a popular and 
effective mode of trans-

portation for Rockaways 
and Brooklyn residents,” 
Bloomberg said. “Extend-
ing the service through 
January will allow riders 
to continue taking advan-
tage of this quick, enjoyable 
and sustainable transit op-
tion.”

Peninsula residents, 
including both Phil Mc-
Manus, who started the 
Queens Public Transit 
Committee, and state As-
semblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Rockaway Beach), have 
long advocated for better 
public transit options in 
and out of the Rockaway 
peninsula.

McManus said penin-
sula residents are happy 
the ferry was extended, but 
they wish it were perma-
nent.

“I think the ferry 
might be the best thing 
Bloomberg has done for the 
Rockaways,” he said.

Increased access to the 
peninsula can lead to more 
economic development, Mc-
Manus said.

“Everybody knows 
Rockaway is hurting,” he 
said. “We were hit by San-
dy, but we’ve been hurting 
for generations. The fact 
that we still have to beg for 
improvements, it really is 
disappointing.”

Goldfeder echoed Mc-
Manus’ comments about 
economic development. The 
ferry, he said, can provide 
help to southern Queens 
and Rockaway so that small 
businesses can thrive.

“This is another great 
step for our community and 
I will continue to fight until 
the Rockaway ferry service 
is made permanent,” he 
said.

In a statement Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall said Rockaways resi-
dents have come to rely on 
the ferry to provide quick, 
reliable and affordable ac-
cess to Manhattan.

“The residents of the 
Rockaways have had to 
deal with a lot during the 
aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy, but having a con-
venient and environmen-
tally friendly ferry service 
to Manhattan has helped 
make their lives a little bit 
easier,” she said. “The ser-
vice has proven to be very 
popular and I am sure it 
will continue to be so for as 
long as it remains in opera-
tion, which will hopefully 
be for a very long time.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The weekday ferry that runs to and from the Rockaway peninsula will continue to run through 
January, the city announced last week.

Residents want ferry made 
permanent in Rockaways
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FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

www.regocenter.com

JUNCTION & QUEENS BLVDS. 
REGO PARK

WE GO TO REGO!
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literate,” Vattamala said, 
referring to bodies like the 
city Board of Elections, 
which initially resisted 
coming up with Manda-
rin versions of candidates’ 
names in the early 1990s 
until it was required by fed-
eral law to do so.

Chinese names are 
typically two or three char-
acters long, with the sur-
name written first. But un-
like letters of the English 
alphabet, the characters 
are not simply phonetic 
sounds. They each mean 
something. Standard trans-
literations exist for most 
English names, but many 
candidates want something 
more unique.

This malleability can 
bode well for politicians 
who are trying to sell cer-
tain images of themselves 
to the public, but it can also 

cause problems.
A candidate for a 

northeast Queens state 
Senate seat used a Chinese 
name pronounced “Chiang 
Ma Shi” to run in 2012. 
According to the hopeful, 
John Messer, the surname 
meant “strong;” followed by 
the character for “horse,” 
which he defined as the 
hardest-working animal; 
and finally the character 

for “gentleman.”
While he was correct, 

many Chinese speakers in-
terviewed by TimesLedger 
said the name sounded 
strange and bore a striking 
similarity to the term for 
“aphrodisiac.”

Qin Qin McCarthy, a 
New York City-based trans-
lator and cultural consul-
tant, said there are typical-
ly two schools of thought on 

the best way to transliter-
ate a name.

“Some would prefer a 
transliteration so the Chi-
nese name would sound as 
close to their English name 
as possible,” she said via e-
mail.

Going this route, a can-
didate would be more likely 
to remember their own 
name and respond to it.

“Of course, they would 
pick the characters with 
more positive meaning, 
since there can be many 
different characters with 
the same sound,” she said.

For example, embat-
tled mayoral candidate 
Anthony Weiner’s name 
is pronounced “way na,” 
which sounds like his Eng-
lish name, but is decidedly 
foreign to Mandarin speak-
ers. The second character 
means “inclusive.” It was 
picked over a host of other 
words that share a phonetic 
sound, but would have had 
odd meanings, like “sodi-
um seize,” for example.

tives to either resign or be 
fired include Vice Chair 
Marie Lynch, Executive 
Director Robert Hornak, 
Director Natalie Dubovici 
and Member at Large Ro-
laine Antoine. Robert Bel-
trani, whose father by the 
same name is a vice chair-
man of the party, was also 
fired.

Both Hornak and 
Dubovici said they saw the 
writing on the wall when 
it was announced Michel 
would replace Ragusa’s ap-
pointee, Judith Stupp, and 
chose to resign rather than 
have a termination on their 
résumés.

Several staffers who 
were fired declined to com-
ment, and GOP insiders 
said a number of former em-
ployees are lawyering up to 
bring civil suits against the 
board.

In each county, the 
BOE office is run by Demo-
cratic and Republican ap-
pointees who offer jobs as 
incentives to rank-and-file 
party members who help 
candidates get elected.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) is cur-
rently in a battle with Ra-
gusa for power of the county 
party, which many see as 
being ineffectually run. In 
2012, Ragusa backed Juan 
Reyes against Ulrich in 

the GOP primary for state 
Senate, which Ulrich won 
before losing in the general 
election to Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach).

After Ragusa failed 
to file the paperwork to 
reappoint the party’s com-
missioner to another term 
earlier this year, Ulrich, 
along with Council mem-
bers James Oddo (R-Staten 
Island) and Vincent Ignizio 
(R-Staten Island), seized 
the opportunity to exploit a 
loophole and install Michel 
to a four-year term as GOP 
commissioner at the BOE.

Ragusa said he found 
it unfortunate that a “dis-
gruntled faction” of Repub-
licans chose to wage a war 
against the party at the ex-
pense of BOE employees.

“The depths to which 
they have sunk to fire or 
intimidate BOE employ-
ees that have traditionally 
supported the county lead-
ership is truly disturbing 
and threatens to risk the 
integrity of the coming 
election,” he said. “I have 
been told there is an inves-
tigation ongoing and I hope 
their illegal and unethical 
behavior is addressed be-
fore it’s too late.”

Ulrich did not immedi-
ately respond to a request 
for comment.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

mailers landed in mailbox-
es throughout the north-
east Queens 19th Council 
District attacking Demo-
cratic candidates Paul Gra-
ziano, Austin Shafran and 
Chrissy Voskerichian. 

Each attack provided 
a disclaimer at the bottom: 
“Paid for by Jobs for New 
York Inc.,” referring to the 
political action committee 
backed by the Real Estate 
Board of New York, which 
supported fellow candidate 
Paul Vallone, who was en-
dorsed by the Queens Dem-
ocratic Party.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said he found 
the ads so distasteful that 
he corralled remaining 
Democratic candidate John 
Duane, Graziano, Shafran 
and Voskerichian Tuesday 
to publicly denounce the 
attacks. The protests even 
extended into Tuesday 
evening at a Bay Terrace 
candidates forum, at which 
nearly 30 civic leaders and 
borough residents protest-
ed the negative campaign-
ing.

“People should run on 

their record. There is a line 
between attacking an oppo-
nent’s record and real nega-
tive mudslinging,” said 
Avella, who endorsed Gra-
ziano for the Council spot 
earlier this year. “This is 
one of the worst mudsling-
ing campaigns I have seen 
in a long time.”

Duane, who was the 
only candidate not subject 
to attacks, said he person-
ally asked Vallone to repu-
diate the ads.

Vallone spokesman 
Austin Finan said his cam-
paign was not behind the 
attacks and had no say in 

their distribution.
“By law, candidates 

have no control over out-
side spending nor can they 
coordinate with expendi-
ture efforts,” Finan said. 
“Those opponents of Paul 
Vallone who repeatedly lie 
about these facts continue 
to demonstrate they lack 
the honesty and integrity to 
represent northeast Queens 
in the City Council.”

The Jobs for New York 
PAC doled out a total of 
$113,134 in outside spend-
ing on Vallone’s campaign, 
The Real Deal reported, 
along with 14 City Council 

candidates throughout the 
city. The PAC figure made 
up for 124 percent of the 
$91,466 Vallone’s campaign 
was spending.

Graziano was targeted 
in several of the attacks, one 
of which embedded a nearly 
10-year-old photo of his face 
in a sea of flames and sug-
gested he would “take ad-
vantage of racial strife in 
the community.” He joined 
with Vallone’s other oppo-
nents in the days leading up 
to the Sept. 10 primary in 
demanding Vallone either 
claim responsibility for the 
ads or denounce them.

as speaker after speaker 
shared tales about the late 
activist.

“This is a wonderful 
and special honor for a won-
derful and special woman, 
who deserved not only this 
type of praise but more,” 
the D’Amico family said in 
a joint statement.

Vallone told the large 
crowd about the woman 
known for implementing 
a jury duty call-in system, 
making it more convenient 
for potential jurors to find 
out if they are expected to 
serve on any given day.

“I was lucky enough 
to have two mentors — 
my father, who taught me 
public service and how to 
serve people with honesty 

and integrity, and Gloria, 
who showed me how to 
get in a position to help 
people,” Vallone said. “No-
body could get results the 
way Gloria did. She was a 
true trailblazer for women 
throughout Queens, and I 
am honored to have been 
her friend.”

That word — trail-
blazer — was used several 
more times throughout the 
afternoon by the members 
of an impressive roster of 
elected officials, which in-
cluded U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria), state 
Sens. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) and Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), state Assem-
bly members David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and Ar-
avella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
and Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
among others.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.) denounces negative campaign ads coming out of a northeast Queens City 
Council campaign alongside four Democrats running for the seat. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

A campaign poster for state Sen. Toby Stavisky includes her 
Chinese name during a 2012 race. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued from Page 1 
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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