
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Your Neighborhood - Your News® FREEAug. 30-Sept. 5, 2013

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

WELCOME TO THE WATERFRONT

Officials Deputy Borough President Barry Grodenchik (l.) Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer, (third l.) U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (c.), Mayor Michael Bloomberg (second r.) and state Sen. Michael Gianaris (r.) cut the ribbon on a new 5.5-
acre waterfront park in Hunters Point. See story on Page 44. Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Educators are hoping the 
third time is a charm for the insti-
tution some in southeast Queens 
still refer to as Andrew Jackson 
High School.

City Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott and the city De-
partment of Education’s partners 
were on hand at the Campus Mag-
net complex in Cambria Heights 
Tuesday morning for an opening 
ceremony for a new health school, 
the third major incarnation of the 
notorious Andrew Jackson High.

“All the students who are 
here today, we expect you to grad-
uate in four years,” Walcott told 
the pupils who will make up the 
inaugural class of the Institute 
for Health Professions, a career 
technical education school set to 

DOE head Walcott 
opens Institute for 
Health Professions BY JOE ANUTA

A massive manhunt was un-
derway for a Florida driver after 
two officers were injured trying 
to apprehend him during a wild 
chase in Astoria, police said.

Authorities believe 61-year-
old Gary Sarback, of Lake Worth, 
Fla., was behind the wheel of a 
black Ford pickup truck with 
Florida plates spotted by officers 
near the corner of Broadway and 
Crescent Street in Astoria at 
about 8:50 p.m. Aug. 22.

The truck had been linked to 
an alleged robbery earlier in the 
day and was reported stolen from 
the Sunshine State days earlier, 
the NYPD said.

When two of the city’s Finest 
in an unmarked car attempted to 
pull Sarback over, he allegedly 
stepped on the gas instead, strik-
ing an officer in the process, the 
NYPD said.

Continued on Page 58 Continued on Page 54

A CNG Publication Vol. 1 No. 34 64 total pages

Police search for
driver in Astoria
faceoff with cops

Campus Magnet gets new HS
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
An MTA electrician 

who worked out of a stor-
age yard in Richmond Hill 
allegedly caused more 
than half a million dollars’ 
worth of damage across 
the Nassau County border 
early Tuesday when he 
tore through the town of El-
mont, L.I, in a stolen boom 
truck, leaving a path of 
downed utility poles, trees 
and traffic signs in his 
wake, police said.

The pre-dawn rampage 
began when Joel Grasman, 
51, absconded with a 2013 
Mack boom truck loaded 
with welding equipment 
around 4 a.m. from the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority yard at Jamaica 
Avenue and 129th Street, 
Nassau police said.

Grasman then drove 
the truck about a dozen 
miles to his home in El-
mont, where he unloaded 
the stolen equipment, po-
lice said.

What happened next, 
authorities said, was Gras-
man drove the truck from 
his house with the boom in 
the upright position, trav-
eling a few blocks before 

turning south on Meacham 
Avenue, where he left a 
warpath of crooked utility 
poles and dangling power 
lines stretching about a 
mile long.

“While [Grasman was] 
driving, the boom struck 
multiple telephone poles, 
traffic signal lights, util-
ity wires and trees causing 
damage and interruption 
to various utilities, includ-
ing LIPA services, Verizon 
services and Optimum ser-
vices, causing in excess of 
$500,000 damage,” police 
said.

A spokesman for the 
Long Island Power Author-
ity said Grasman took out 
about 15 utility poles as the 
truck’s boom ensnared the 
overhead wires.

“It’s not so much the 
truck hitting the pole, but 
when the bucket was up and 
it hit wires, as the wires 
come down the pole comes 
down with it if the wire 
doesn’t snap,” spokesman 
Mark Gross said. “We had 
about 60 sections of wire 
come down and dozens of 
service lines — the lines 
going from the pole to the 
customer’s house. In some 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

 The city’s decision to 
extend weekday ferry ser-
vice from the Rockaways 
has been praised by penin-
sula residents, but it just 
might not be enough to sat-
isfy them.

The ferry operating 
between the Rockaways 
and lower Manhattan will 
continue to run through 
Jan. 31, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced last 
week.

Ferries depart from 
Beach 108th Street and 
Beach Channel Drive and 
stop at the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal in Sunset Park 
and at Pier 11 at 34th Street 
 in Manhattan. A one-way 
ride costs $2. Free transfer 
rides by boat are provided 
between Pier 11 and East 
34th Street.

The ferry began op-
erating in November to 
temporarily replace the 
A train while it was shut 
down as the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity made repairs following 
Hurricane Sandy. Service 
has been extended several 
times because ridership re-
mains high, officials said.

“Ferry service has 
proven to be a popular and 
effective mode of trans-
portation for Rockaways 
and Brooklyn residents,” 
Bloomberg said. “Extend-
ing the service through 
January will allow riders 
to continue taking advan-
tage of this quick, enjoyable 
and sustainable transit op-
tion.”

Peninsula residents, 
including both Phil Mc-
Manus, who started the 
Queens Public Transit 
Committee, and state As-
semblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Rockaway Beach), have 
long advocated for better 
public transit options in 
and out of the Rockaway 
peninsula.

McManus said penin-
sula residents are happy 
the ferry was extended, but 
they wish it were perma-
nent.

“I think the ferry 
might be the best thing 
Bloomberg has done for the 
Rockaways,” he said.

Increased access to the 
peninsula can lead to more 
economic development, Mc-
Manus said.

“Everybody knows 

Rockaway is hurting,” he 
said. “We were hit by San-
dy, but we’ve been hurting 
for generations. The fact 
that we still have to beg for 
improvements, it really is 
disappointing.”

Goldfeder echoed Mc-
Manus’ comments about 
economic development. The 
ferry, he said, can provide 
help to southern Queens 
and Rockaway so that small 
businesses can thrive.

“This is another great 
step for our community and 
I will continue to fight until 
the Rockaway ferry service 
is made permanent,” he 
said.

In a statement Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall said Rockaways resi-
dents have come to rely on 
the ferry to provide quick, 

reliable and affordable ac-
cess to Manhattan.

“The residents of the 
Rockaways have had to 
deal with a lot during the 
aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy, but having a con-
venient and environmen-
tally friendly ferry service 
to Manhattan has helped 
make their lives a little bit 
easier,” she said. “The ser-
vice has proven to be very 
popular and I am sure it 
will continue to be so for as 
long as it remains in opera-
tion, which will hopefully 
be for a very long time.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A broken utility pole lies on top of a car in Elmont, L.I. 
Photo courtesy Long Island Power Authority

The weekday ferry that runs to and from the Rockaway peninsula will continue to run through 
January, the city announced last week.

MTA man accused 
of Nassau rampage

Rockaway ferry run extended 
Residents want service made permanent to spur the economy

Continued on Page 58



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 30-S

EPT. 5, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

3

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city Department of 
Education’s math does not 
add up, parents in south-
east Queens say.

St. Albans will be get-
ting a new pre-K-5 school 
in two years when the city 
completes a multimillion-
dollar renovation of a for-
mer Catholic school build-
ing, but parents said it is 
the neighborhood’s middle 
and high schools — not the 
local elementary schools — 
that need the extra space.

The DOE is planning 
to open a 379-seat elemen-
tary school in 2015 after 
completing a $19 million 
overhaul to the former St. 
Pascal Babylon School, on 
112th Avenue in St. Albans, 
which was most recently 
the home of the Police Ath-
letic League.

“The new school will 
be a major help to our com-
munity” City Councilman 

Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans) said in a statement an-
nouncing the department’s 
plans. “Once PS 892 opens, 
it will help relieve the over-
crowding currently taking 
place at PS 118 and PS 134, 
while helping to ensure our 
youth have the resources to 
learn and be successful in 
the future.”

The three elementary 
schools closest to the build-
ing — PS 118, PS 134 and PS 
136 — however, are all un-
derused, according to the 
DOE’s Blue Book. 

“I don’t see the need 
for [an elementary school],” 
said Community District 
Education Council 29 Presi-
dent Alicia Hyndman. “The 
DOE sees the need, and 
when we talked to other 
parents, they said they 
would rather have a small 
middle school with a math 
or science concentration.”

In fact, just six blocks 
away a middle school and a 

high school share a build-
ing in what community 
members said is a poor fit.

“Why deny a new Dis-
trict 29 building to a school 
like Pathways College Pre-
paratory School, currently 
co-located on the campus 
with IS 192 middle school, 
when it could occupy the 
new space and meet the 
needs of a growing high 
school population?” asked 
Adrienne Adams, chair-

woman of Community 
Board 12 and former chair-
woman of the board’s Edu-
cation Committee. “Path-
ways has numerous issues 
such as classroom size, li-
brary (configured for mid-
dle school), lunch period 
during breakfast hours and 
bathrooms built for middle 
school students with insuf-
ficient urinals and stalls 
for a high school student 
population.”

Both Hyndman and 
Adams said they had not 
heard of any finalized 
plans until contacted for 
comment by TimesLedger 
Newspapers, and the com-
munity has taken umbrage 
with the way the DOE has 
handled the process.

In April 2012, a rep-
resentative from the city 
School Construction Au-
thority came before CB 12 
to discuss the proposal for 

a new elementary school, 
but when asked why the 
site could not be used as a 
middle or high school, he 
said that was a question for 
the DOE’s Office of Portfo-
lio Planning, and he could 
only speak to the building’s 
appropriateness for use as a 
school.

A spokesman for the 
department said that when-
ever the DOE opens a new 
school the goal is to achieve 
the best possible outcome 
for students.

“We’re working as 
hard as we can to work 
with and deliver for this 
community — and the new 
school reflects our efforts,” 
spokesman David Pena 
said. “Families will be well 
served by this new option.”

 
Reach reporter Rich 

Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The city Department of Education is planning to open an elementary school in 2015 in the former 
home of the St. Pascal Babylon school in St. Albans. Photo courtesy City Councilman Leroy Comrie

DOE plans new elementary school for St. Albans
SE Queens parents say department should use building instead for students in higher grades

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY  866.392.1378
Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

FOR ESTHILLSDINER.NET

CHICKEN QUESADILLA
with Letuce, Tomato, Onions, and Peppers 

on a Whole Wheat Tortilla

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
with Spaghetti

EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
with Pasta

GRILLED CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD
GRILLED CHICKEN AVOCADO 

SALAD
with Italian Vinaigrette Dressing

BUILD YOUR OWN OMELET
BROILED PORK CHOPS

with Potato, Vegetable, and Apple Sauce
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with Rice and Beans
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DISCOUNT
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Dine In Only

*NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

New 10oz Homemade

BURGER DELUXE 
With Fountain Soda

ONLY $8.00

NOW 

AVAILABLE

68-60 Austin Street
Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 
7 am - 10 pm 

BROILED HALF CHICKEN
with Rice and Beans or French Fries

ROASTED PORK CUBAN SANDWICH 
with French Fries

ROASTED PERNIL 
with Rice & Beans 

CHILLI CON CARNE
over Vegetable Rice

CHEESE BURGER DX/TUNA
WRAPPE DX/ANY PANINI DX

with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries 

BUFFALO BURGER DELUXE
CHICKEN BURGER DELUXE

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
If the City Council’s 

decision to forge ahead last 
week on a pair of NYPD 
oversight bills was, as 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
claimed, nothing more than 
“election year politics” 
and “political pandering,” 
Queens politicians on both 
side of the debate certainly 
provided plenty of fodder.

After the Council vot-
ed Aug. 22 to override the 
mayor’s veto of the Commu-
nity Safety Act, elected offi-
cials and those who hope to 
hold such positions simul-
taneously denounced and 
heralded the controversial 
legislation.

“Today’s vote by the 
City Council undermines 
the work of every single po-
lice officer in the city,” said 

Chrissy Voskeri-
chian, a Demo-
cratic candidate for 
northeast Queens’ 

19th Council District seat. 
“The Community Safety 
Act tells the Police Depart-
ment that they don’t know 
how to fight crime. This is 
a victory for the criminals 
and a bad day for the safety 
of New York City.”

The Community Safe-
ty Act is made up of two 
bills, the first of which — a 
measure appointing an in-
spector general to oversee 
the NYPD — passed by a 
margin of 39-10, with eight 
Queens members voting for 
and four members voting 
against it. Two members 
of the delegation were not 
present for the vote.

The second and more 

contentious arm of the 
act — an expansion of the 
city’s bias-based profiling 
law that opens the NYPD 
to lawsuits in state court 
— passed the Council 
with the bare minimum 
34 votes needed to over-
ride Bloomberg’s veto. The 
Queens delegation voted 7-5 
in favor of the bill.

“Today’s vote is an ex-
ample of election year poli-
tics at its very worst and po-
litical pandering at its most 
deadly,” Bloomberg said as 
he vowed to take his fight to 
the courts.

Councilmen Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) and 
Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton), both of whom 
represent primarily black 
constituencies opposed to 
the police tactic, welcomed 
the override as a move that 
will mend the rift between 
the NYPD and their com-
munities.

“The Police Depart-
ment should be a beacon 
of security instead of a 
cautionary tale for young 
men of color who feel like 
targets every time they see 
a police officer,” said Wills, 
who pointed to a federal 
judge’s ruling from earlier 
in the month that found the 
department’s use of stop-
and-frisk to be unconstitu-
tional. “As we fight to keep 
New York City one of the 
safest cities in the world, it 
is important that the Police 
Department operate within 
its proper boundaries and 
decrease the unnecessary 
use of stop-and-frisk based 
on race. I truly believe that 

BY PHIL CORSO

Bay Terrace voters 
took a closer look at can-
didates running for four 
different jobs, including 
mayor and City Council in 
a nearly three-hour mara-
thon of city politics.

The forum, hosted 
by the Bay Terrace Com-
munity Alliance Tuesday, 
invited anyone appearing 
on the ballot for the offices 
of mayor, city comptroller, 
city public advocate and 
City Council in the 19th 
District. Moderates floated 
questions on quality of life, 
stop-and-frisk and other 
hot-button issues to roughly 
20 different political candi-
dates before a packed house 
at the Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center.

Virtually all the can-
didates were asked if they 
would commit to host town 
hall meetings in Bay Ter-
race if elected, to which ev-
eryone said yes.

Candidates for mayor 
included Sal Albanese, 
Randy Credico, Joe Lhota, 
John Liu, George McDon-
ald, Christine Quinn, Er-
ick Salgado and Anthony 

Weiner. Their questions 
centered largely around 
stop-and-frisk, funding for 
city parks and mayoral 
control of the city Educa-
tion Department.

Liu, who had the crowd 
laughing and cheering 
throughout his short cam-
paign pitch, was one of sev-
eral candidates to oppose 
the controversial stop-and-
frisk policies of the NYPD.

As for Parks funding, 
Weiner said he was on the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance’s side in contend-
ing the nearby comfort sta-

tion construction project 
at Little Bay Park was not 
moving quickly enough.

“We have been holding 
it in for too long,” Weiner 
said. “Parks needs to be a 
little more honest with us.”

Lhota said he would 
appoint someone with an 
education background as 
chancellor of the Education 
Department. Quinn said 
she was in favor of keep-
ing mayoral control of the 
Education Department, but 
also said it needed reforms 
so that more stakeholders 
are allowed a seat at the 

discussion table.
Credico, a political 

satirist, delivered mostly 
jokes during his chance to 
speak, filled with impres-
sions of Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg 
and former Presi-
dents Richard 
Nixon and Ronald Reagan. 
He then added that anyone 
running for mayor would 
be an improvement over 
Bloomberg.

Council candidates 
hoping to represent north-
east Queens’ 19th District 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
An insurgent faction 

of Queens Republicans is 
orchestrating a power grab 
by remaking the borough’s 
Board of Elections office in 
its image following a suc-
cessful political coup ear-
lier this year.

In January, a trio of 
City Council members hos-
tile to Queens GOP Chair-
man Phil Ragusa exploited 
a loophole allowing them 
to install Michael Michel 
as commissioner of the 
Queens BOE, a position 
that gives him the power to 
dole out political patronage 
jobs to loyalists.

Since Michel took of-
fice Jan. 27, a number of 

Republicans at the office 
who hold executive posi-
tions in the county party 
have either stepped down 
or been fired, according to 
personnel records obtained 
through a Freedom of In-

formation Law request.
“They’re trying to 

inch their way into tak-
ing over the entire Queens 
party,” said Nick Bellucci, 
who was fired from his 
$42,659-a-year job as an ad-
ministrative assistant in 
March. “Having the com-
missionership makes it 
look like they’re part of the 
official party. They’re part 
of a renegade Queens party, 
not the real one.”

The records provided 
by the board do not give a 
reason for Bellucci’s termi-
nation, but he said he was 
fired due to a write-up for 
coming into work late — a 
mark he said many employ-
ees have on their records 
but one Michel used as an 

excuse to clean house.
“I would like to get a 

lawyer and get Michel for 
that,” he said. “That whole 
crew is a bunch of vindic-
tive .... I’ll leave the rest 
blank.”

Other county party 
executives to either resign 
or be fired include Vice 
Chairs Robert Beltrani and 
Marie Lynch, Executive 
Director Robert Hornak, 
Director Natalie Dubovici 
and Member at Large Ro-
laine Antoine.

Both Hornak and 
Dubovici said they saw the 
writing on the wall when 
it was announced Michel 
would replace Ragusa’s ap-
pointee, Judith Stupp, and 

Michael Michel is at the center 
of a power play for control of 
the Queens County Republican 
Party.

Mayoral candidates Erick Salgado (l.) and George McDonald field questions at the Bay Terrace forum. 
Photo by Phil Corso

City Councilmen Ruben Wills (l.) and Donovan Richards are strong 
supporters of the Community Safety Act and other reforms to the 
NYPD’s stop-and-frisk policies.

GOP shakes things up at the BOE

Voters pack candidates forum
Contenders for citywide seats square off at Bay Terrace event

Stop-frisk act makes 
for politics in Queens

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58
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BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) is 
running for borough presi-
dent on his record of public 
safety experience and small 
business know-how.

The term-limited law-
maker, who is in a Demo-
cratic primary with for-
mer state Assemblywoman 
Melinda Katz and longshot 
candidate Everly Brown, 
recently sat down with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
to discuss his campaign.

“My proudest accom-
plishment has been help-
ing bring crime down 35 
percent across the city,” 
Vallone said, also pointing 
to his tough stance against 
graffiti and his fight to shut 
down an Astoria power 
plant as feathers in his leg-
islative cap.

Vallone, who ran 
his family law firm for 10 
years, said one of his first 
initiatives would be to set 
up a task force to help small 

businesses navigate what 
he calls a web of red tape, 
bureaucracy, fines and 
fees.

“I’ve been out there 
fighting against overregu-
lation of our small busi-
nesses,” he said, mention-
ing the case of a Whitestone 
café owner who was fined 
$500 for rotating a coun-
tertop coffee maker 180 de-
grees between visits from 
inspectors.

The borough president 
has an advisory role in 
land use applications, and 
Vallone said he came out 
early against a proposed 
soccer stadium in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 
He does not currently plan 
to vote in favor of the Wil-
lets Point redevelopment, 
due to the recent inclusion 
of a 1.4 million-square-foot 
mall, when it is set to come 
up for a vote in the Council 
this fall.

The father of two said 
he ideally would like to 
see Long Island Rail Road 

service return to a long-
abandoned stretch of track 
called the Rockaway Line 
that runs through central 
Queens, but if not feasible 
would support turning the 
old rail corridor into a lin-
ear park.

The former prosecutor 
and chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Public 
Safety, cited his history of 
speaking out against high-
er governmental powers as 
the reason why he would be 
a good advocate as borough 

president.
“It’s an example of 

someone who isn’t afraid 
to stand up to the mayor, 
stand up to the speaker 
and speak for the people of 
Queens,” he said.

Vallone has been a 

harsh critic of the Coun-
cil’s passage of bills that 
will create an inspector 
general for the NYPD and 
make it easier for residents 
to sue the department if 
they think a policing tactic 
has been used to racially 
profile them.

“Crime is going to 
shoot up,” he said, warning 
that state judges will have 
the ability to forbid certain 
policing practices should 
they go through the courts.

On education, Vallone 
supports charter schools 
and, in theory, mayoral 
control, although he be-
lieves it has not played out 
well under the Bloomberg 
administration.

An increasing concern 
throughout many portions 
of the borough is the air-
plane noise from aircraft 
taking off and landing at 
LaGuardia Airport. Val-
lone would like to push for 
getting bigger planes with 
the quieter engine technol-

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The city comptrol-
ler’s office has inspected 
swimming pools citywide 
and found adequate main-
tenance and conditions in 
many, including Fort Tot-
ten in Bayside and PS 10 in 
Astoria Heights.

The audit of inspec-
tions in July and August 
2012 said that in some cases 
conditions were hazardous 
for swimmers.

The report said that 
a slippery ramp had been 
found at the Windmuller 
pool in Woodside but that 
the situation had been 
corrected by the time of 
a follow-up inspection in 
summer 2013. The Astoria 
Olympic Pool, where an 

abandoned, hazardous div-
ing pool was cited last sum-
mer, was not among pools 
reinspected in summer 
2013.

Pools at Fort Tot-
ten and PS 10 in Astoria 
Heights were inspected but 
found free of hazards.

The city Parks Depart-
ment is responsible for 
operating both indoor and 
outdoor swimming pools 
in city parks. At the time 
of the inspections, Parks 
operated 81 outdoor swim-
ming pools among 55 facili-
ties: 13 Olympic pools, 23 
intermediate pools, 23 wad-
ing pools, 19 mini pools and 
three diving pools. Parks 
also operated 12 indoor 
swimming pools in 11 rec-
reation centers.

Lifeguard candidates 
who pass a qualifying test 
must successfully complete 
40 hours of training, pass a 
CPR course and pass all fi-
nal swimming and written 
tests to become certified 
lifeguards. All certified 
lifeguards receive a CPR 
license and a lifeguard li-
cense and are retrained 
and retested annually.

More than 1,000 life-
guards are on duty at city 
pools.

During unannounced 
visits at 39 outdoor and in-
door polls, inspectors found 
54 deficient conditions, 
including safety concerns 
on pool decks, bathrooms, 
locker rooms and other 
areas. Some conditions 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Returning for Open-

ing Day of the US Open 
brought back memories 
that go beyond tennis for 
Roy and Daniella Gemal.

The Kew Gardens 
Hills couple has an 18-year 
history at the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter. It is the place of their 
first date and where Roy, 
after falling asleep in Lou-
ie Armstrong Stadium, 
proposed after an Andre 
Agassi match.

“I still know where 
he did it,” Daniella Gemal 
said “It was in the nose-
bleeds.”

She, Roy and their  
9-year-old son Rephal, a 
budding tennis fan, were 

back again Monday to 
join thousands of fans 
who flocked to Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park for 
the first day of action of 
the two-week tournament. 

Rock star Lenny Kravitz 
performed at the opening 
ceremony attended by the 
likes of Donald Trump, 
Cuba Gooding Jr., Billie 

Daniella and Roy Gemal are joined by their son, Rephal, at the US 
Open. See more photos on Page 22, 26. Photo by Christina Santucci

Peter Vallone Jr. discusses his public safety and small business credentials. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

US Open tennis tournament 
sparks romantic recollection

Surprise inspections uncover 
safety hazards at city’s pools

Vallone vows to keep boro safe as beep
Councilman says he will help small biz navigate bureaucracy, oppose Willets Point redevelopment

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58
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110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420 
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly.

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take      or Q37.  

Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd                LIRR 

400+ CARS & BIKES 
ON DISPLAY 

September 14, 3pm

Order Tickets! 
rwnewyork.com

JCCA’s Forest Hills Child Care Center Summer and Fall 
Openings 

Serving our neighborhood’s children for more than 31 years, Jewish Child 
Care Association’s Forest Hills Child Care Center is one of the community’s 
oldest and most trusted child care programs for children ages 2-4. 

Special features include: 

 Year-round, full-day program (Monday-Friday 
7:30 am to 6 pm)  

 Nutritious kosher breakfasts and snacks 

 Professional, bilingual staff (Russian, 
Hebrew and Spanish) 

 All Group teachers have Masters degrees 

 Small classes and individual attention  

 Universal Pre K (UPK) partial day program 
reviewed highly by the Dept. of Education

 Licensed by the NYC Dept. of Health

Registration for Summer and Fall Programs. 
Availability is very limited  For more information go 
to www.jccany.org/fhccc or Contact: Abbe Natanielov 
at Natanielova@jccany.org  718-263-5730 

Forest Hills Child Care Center
108-05 68th Rd, Forest Hills 

Limited openings available for our fall program! 
Some summer openings still available!

are programs for children ages 2-4.

Monday-Friday 

and snacks
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attention  
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all Programs. 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

When asked which city agen-
cy most needed to mend its rela-
tionship with their community, 
candidates in the race to succeed 
City Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) said they would set 
their sights on the city Depart-
ment of Education and the NYPD.

There are six Council hope-
fuls on the ballot for the Sept. 10 
Democratic primary to take over 
where Comrie, who will be term 
limited at the end of the year, 
leaves off.

Manny Caughman, 
a community liaison in 
state Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough’s (D-
Jamaica) office, said he 
proposed a “back to basics” ap-
proach of working with the DOE 
to shift the focus away from high-
stakes testing.

“The relationship needs to 
change because we cannot toler-
ate a tradition of underachieving 
and failing African-American 
students. That is completely un-
acceptable,” he said.

Greg Mays, a Community 

Board 12 member and president 
of the nonprofit A Greater Jamai-
ca, said he would focus his atten-
tion on bringing back community 
policing in an effort to rebuild 
relations with the Police Depart-
ment.

“Stop and frisk has done 
considerable damage to this rela-
tionship and this damage must be 
repaired if we are to build a safer 
community,” he said. “The police 
rely on the community for infor-
mation to help them solve crime 
that the community would like to 
see solved. Community policing 

— cops on a beat instead 
of in cars — would go a 
long way toward repair-
ing this relationship.”

I. Daneek Miller, 
president of the Queens chapter of 
the Amalgamated Transit Union, 
said he would work to make sure 
local community schools were 
destinations where parents want-
ed to send their children.

“Rather than support and 
resource every neighborhood 
school to become a ‘destination’ 
education center, the DOE di-
verts resources to closing and 

co-locating schools, maintains a 
bloated bureaucracy and a focus 
on structure,” he said. “Instead, 
we need to focus [resources] on 
teaching and learning and sup-
port services at each community 
elementary school, middle school 
and high school.”

He added, “By working in 
coalition with like-minded col-
leagues, community and parent 

activists and education profes-
sionals, I will look to use the City 
Council’s budget [approval] power 
and legislative oversight to effect 
the necessary changes at the De-
partment of Education.”

Sondra Peeden, a manage-
ment consultant who has worked 
in a number of Queens lawmak-
ers’ offices, said the low scores on 
the new state English and math 

tests showed southeast Queens 
schools have a long way to go be-
fore they are up to the communi-
ty’s standards.

“The scores reported for 
southeast Queens schools were 
abysmal and we need to imme-
diately devote financial and in-
tellectual resources to enhance 
the overall curriculum, which 
focuses on strengthening math, 
science and ELA skills at all lev-
els,” she said. “As the next Coun-
cil member, I will work with the 
mayor and chancellor to revise 
funding patterns with an em-
phasis on teacher training, class-
room resources and enrichment 
and remedial programs for our 
students.”

Intellectual property attor-
ney Clyde Vanel said “the com-
munity and parents must have 
meaningful participation when 
it comes to school closures, co-
location and the use of the school 
building.”

A spokesman for attorney 
Joan Flowers said she would look 
to end the department’s use of 
outside contractors and put that 
money back into classrooms.

District 27 hopefuls want education changes

If you’ve only changed the light 
bulbs in your house, you’ve just 
scratched the surface of our 
energy-saving tips. We’ve got 100 
more ideas: from cleaning your 
filters to putting your A/C unit 
on a timer. We even have energy 
calculators, so you can estimate 
how much those changes can 
save you. For details, visit us at 
conEd.com and follow us on 
Facebook or Twitter. We’ll help you 
save energy, money and maybe 
even the planet.

How to save money 
on your energy bill 
without reading it in 
the dark.

Manny Caughman (clockwise from top l.), Joan Flowers, Greg Mays, Daneek Miller, 
Sondra Peeden and Clyde Vanel are in a race to succeed City Councilman Leroy 
Comrie in southeast Queens. Photos courtesy candidates
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FAR ROCKAWAY — Two teenagers from the Rockaways were killed after the car 
they were riding in hit a concrete pillar holding up the subway in Far Rockaway early 
Saturday, police said.

At about 3 a.m., cops were 
called to the grisly crash at 
Rockaway Freeway and Beach 
41st Street, and emergency re-
sponders pronounced 15-year-
old Raheem Dempster of Rock-
away Beach, who had been 
riding in the front seat, dead at 
the scene, the NYPD said.

A 14-year-old male pas-
senger, identified by police as 
Far Rockaway resident Justin 
Kindred, was taken to Jamai-
ca Hospital, where he was de-
clared dead, police said.

Brooklyn resident Cyirell Lomax, 19, who had been behind the wheel of the green 
2009 Toyota Corolla at the time of the crash, was charged with two counts of reckless 
endangerment, unauthorized use of a vehicle, aggravated unlicensed operation of a 
vehicle and insufficient taillights, a spokeswoman for the NYPD said.

At the intersection where they died, two religious candles had been placed.

L’Shana Tova

Best Wishes for a Happy & Healthy 
Jewish New Year

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

SOUTH JAMAICA — Police arrested a Laurelton man in 
the sexual assault of a 13-year-old girl in the South Jamaica 
Houses, the NYPD said Monday.

Jemmal Bryan, 29, was charged with rape in the early 
morning attack Aug. 18 inside an elevator, according to cops.

Authorities believe Bryan followed the teen into the el-
evator before allegedly assaulting her, police said.

When the elevator reached her floor, the girl screamed 
and her attacker fled, the NYPD said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Two teens die in Far Rock collision with pole: Police

Laurelton man charged in rape of teen: NYPD

Police tape hangs from a pole at the corner of Beach 41 
Street and Rockaway Freeway. Photo by Christina Santucci

HOWARD BEACH — A Brooklyn man riding a 
bicycle through Howard Beach was killed last week 
after an SUV struck him, police said.

Gary Zammett, of Canarsie, was traveling 
through the intersection of 84th and 160th streets Aug. 
21 at about 6:25 p.m.

A driver in an SUV making a left turn onto 160th 
Street hit Zammett and seriously injured him, the 
NYPD said.

Zammett was taken to Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center and was pronounced dead on arrival, police 
said.

The SUV driver stayed at the scene and is facing 
no charges, according to police.

Police investigate the scene of a 
fatal crash between a bicyclist and 
motorist in Howard Beach. 

Photo by Richard York

Bicyclist dies after being hit by SUV in Howard Bch.

Police had released this surveillance image of a suspect in 
the South Jamaica attack before an arrest was made. 

Image courtesy NYPD
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BY JOE ANUTA

Mujib Rahman wants 
to end what he calls the 
double standard between 
longstanding residents and 
new immigrants in City 
Councilman James Genn-
aro’s (D-Fresh Meadows) 
district, should he replace 
the term limited lawmaker 
next year.

“It doesn’t mean I am 
against this or that,” he 
said. “I will see that all my 
district has an equal oppor-
tunity.”

Rahman is running 
in a Democratic primary 
against former state As-
semblyman Rory Lancman 
and Briarwood activist An-
drea Veras for the district 
covering Briarwood, Fresh 
Meadows, Hillcrest, Jamai-
ca Hills, Jamaica Estates, 
Pomonok, Electchester and 
a portion of Jamaica.

The winner will  face 
Republican Alex Blishteyn 
in November.

The first-generation 
Bangladeshi immigrant 
does not live in the district, 
but since the seat’s lines 
were redrawn in February, 
he would take advantage of 
a law giving him a year to 
move from his Sunnyside 
home if elected.

Rahman, who consid-
ers himself a conservative 
Democrat, said he is run-
ning to give a voice to the 
large South Asian enclave, 
many of whom are Mus-
lims, centered around Ja-
maica Estates.

This immigrant com-
munity is faced with a dis-
proportionate number of 
stop-and-frisk incidents, 

according to Rahman, who 
opposes the practice and 
likens it to racial profiling.

He also blasted the lack 
of a single senior center tai-
lored to the South Asian 
population in the district 
and cited as an example 
several Jewish senior cen-
ters nearby.

“Why should we not 
have the same things?” he 
asked, adding that he would 
also advocate for halal food 
in schools.

Rahman, who has two 
college-age children with 
his wife of German descent, 
wants the city to take away 
parking restrictions along 
the largely residential 
Highland Avenue. Parking 
is forbidden from 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. along much of the 
stretch, which he charac-
terized as a needless incon-
venience.

Rahman formerly ran 
his own construction com-
pany and knows the 
city’s process for 
bidding out projects 
well.

He has a plan 
to alter the selection pro-
cess to allow for more 
competition from smaller 
construction firms, which 
he said would save the city 
money.

The candidate  is a sup-
porter of charter schools 
and said unions like the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers are putting a significant 
strain on the budget.

“We are hostage to 
unions in New York City,” 
he said.

Rahman would like 
to see public sector work-

BY JOE ANUTA

Mayoral hopeful An-
thony Weiner is running a 
campaign of ideas, includ-
ing mass transit fixes for 
Queens, and is soldiering 
through the primary de-
spite the political fallout 
from his sexting scandal.

The former Queens 
congressman paints him-
self as the only candidate 
talking earnestly about so-
lutions to some of the city’s 
ills, which he has outlined 
in two booklets released on 
the campaign trail. He of-
fered his vision for Queens 
and the city during a sit-
down interview this week 
with TimesLedger News-
papers.

“For me, it is a question 
of what you believe in,” he 
said. “I desperately believe 
in these things and have 

fought for them my 
entire life, my en-
tire career.”

Weiner does 
not support restor-

ing service to the rusting 
track of the former Rock-
away Branch of the Long 
Island Rail Road due to the 
cost of fixing the decrepit 
rails and right-of-way is-
sues. Instead, he would like 
a linear park built there, 
known as the QueensWay, 
and see another set of rails 
added to the A train lead-
ing to the Rockaways to al-
low for express service for 
residents on the far-flung 
peninsula.

The post-Sandy Rock-
away ferry service, which 
has been extended through 
January, could also provide 
relief to more commuters, 
he said, whether the option 
is profitable or not.

“Every public trans-
portation system in the 
world is subsidized to some 
degree,” he said. “I don’t 
think the citizens should 
feel guilty for asking for 
subsidized service.”

Several large-scale 
development projects pro-
posed in concert with the 
Bloomberg administration 
have been slated for Queens 
recently, and although 
Weiner supports some of 
them, he would rather fo-
cus on building communi-
ties organically.

Major League Soc-
cer had been pushing for a 
stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park earlier 
this year, and the mayoral 
hopeful said the proposed 
development would not be 
entirely off the table as long 
as there were tangible ben-
efits to the community.

But Weiner is not a fan 
of how the administration 
has handled the $3 billion 
Willets Point redevelop-

ment project, saying the 
housing should be built 
first and the workers at the 
junkyards and auto shops 
should be treated with 
more respect.

“I do believe we need a 
place where junk cars go to 
get fixed. We can’t just be a 
city of gleaming hotels,” he 
said.

To address the con-
stant closing of hospitals in 
Queens, Weiner proposes to 
institute a single-payer sys-
tem like Medicare in New 
York City in order to rein 
in costs.

“We’re cannibalizing 
the rarest of New York City 
industries,” he said, citing 
the health care field as an 
economic engine offering 
jobs from janitorial staff 
up to neurosurgeon that 
the city should be more in-
volved in propping up. The 
city Economic Development 
Corp., for example, should 
be working to stop hospital 
closures like the recent de-

mise of Holliswood Hospi-
tal, he said.

Queens is dotted with 
middle-class co-op housing 
that was developed under 
a 1955 initiative called the 
Mitchell-Lama program, 
and Weiner would like to 
see a return to this con-
cept.

By offering developers 
cheaper capital financing 
and possibly tax breaks 
through the city, the next 
mayor could convince real 
estate players to construct 
housing that would be nei-
ther luxury nor affordable 
but somewhere in-between.

But for all of Weiner’s 
ideas, he has taken a hit 
in the polls after a second 
round of revelations he sex-
ted with a young Ohio wom-
an after resigning from of-
fice in 2011.

In late July, he was 
briefly the frontrunner but 
has hovered around fourth 
in more recent litmus tests.

“It’s been problematic. 
Obviously, you don’t want 
to have scandals,” he said. 
“You probably know more 
things about my private life 
than any other candidate, 
maybe in American histo-
ry, which I regret because 
they are embarrassing.”

Weiner said one regret 
he has is not laying out a 
clearer timeline of what 
he called his recovery, al-
though he questioned how 
much of a difference it 
would have made.

In the end, he wants to 
leave it up to New Yorkers 
to decide whether the scan-
dal is enough to keep him 
from office.

“If I didn’t run, you 
wouldn’t have a choice,” he 
said.

Former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner would like Rockaway ferry ser-
vice to be subsidized. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Mujib Rahman plans to fight for equal distribution of services across 
a newly drawn City Council district. Photo by Joe Anuta

Weiner lays out mayoral plan
Candidate says city should save hospitals, build middle-class housing

Rahman seeks equality
for all in Council run

Continued on Page 54

included Democrats John 
Duane, Paul Graziano, Aus-
tin Shafran, Paul Vallone 
and Chrissy Voskerichian 
and Republican Dennis Saf-
fran. The candidates were 
asked about key issues af-
fecting their part of the bor-

ough, including airplane 
noise and outside spending 
influencing political cam-
paigns.

The candidates asked 
about airplane noise said 
they supported the efforts 
of Bayside activists looking 
for support in their fight 
against the Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

As for outside spend-

ing, Vallone, who was at 
the center of attention after 
political action commit-
tee Jobs for New York sent 
out attack ads against his 
four Democratic primary 
opponents, said he would 
support legislation in the 
Council that would limit 
outside spending in elec-
tions.

Other candidates who 

spoke at the forum included 
public advocate candidates 
Cathy Guerriero, Letitia 
James, Reshma Saujani 
and Daniel Squadron.

Scott Stringer was the 
only candidate running for 
comptroller to speak at the 
event. Former Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer was a no-show.

Continued from Page 4 

Forum



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 3

0-
SE

PT
. 5

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

10

TL

BY PHIL CORSO

There was no shortage of 
friends and relatives anxious to 
share their stories of the late Glo-
ria D’Amico as they gathered on 
Shore Boulevard in Astoria to co-
name a street in her memory.

D’Amico, a longtime Astoria 
native and activist, was the first 
woman to serve as Queens county 
clerk. She died Dec. 21, 2010 at 
the age of 883, but was immortal-
ized in a ceremony co-naming 
Shore Boulevard and 21st Drive 
“The Honorable Gloria D’Amico 
Place.”

To call it a celebration would 
have been an understatement, as 
a busy group of city and borough 
all-stars gathered to remember 
D’Amico. City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) emceed 
the event as speaker after speaker 
shared tales about the late activ-
ist.

“This is a wonderful and 
special honor for a wonderful and 
special woman, who deserved not 
only this type of praise but more,” 

the D’Amico family said in a joint 
statement.

Vallone told the large crowd 
about the woman known for 
implementing a jury duty call-in 
system, making it more conve-
nient for potential jurors to find 
out if they are expected to serve 
on any given day.

“I was lucky enough to have 
two mentors — my father, who 
taught me public service and how 
to serve people with honesty and 
integrity, and Gloria, who showed 
me how to get in a position to help 
people,” Vallone said. “Nobody 
could get results the way Gloria 
did. She was a true trailblazer for 
women throughout Queens, and 
I am honored to have been her 
friend.”

That word — trailblazer 
— was used several more times 
throughout the afternoon by the 
members of an impressive ros-
ter of elected officials, which in-
cluded U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria), state Sens. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) and Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), state As-

sembly members David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) and Coun-
cil Speaker Christine Quinn (D-
Manhattan), among others.

“She was more than a trail-
blazer,” Maloney said. “She was a 
trail-breaker.”

D’Amico also served as a 
board member of the Salah M. 

Hassanein Variety Boys & Girls 
Club of Queens, the same group 
that sponsors the Gloria D’Amico 
Fun Run/Walk held in Astoria 
Park each year in her honor. The 
late D’Amico was an active mem-
ber of the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church in Astoria and was 
also president of the Rosary and 
Altar Society, overseeing several 
fund-raising events and helping 
the church and its youth.

“She had a mythical status 
in this community. She was al-
most like a character of a movie,” 
Gianaris said as the crowd burst 
into a sea of smiles and laughter.

One after another, heavy-hit-
ters in Queens politics and com-
munity activism stepped up to 
the podium to recount their per-
sonal stories about D’Amico and 
her service to the city. By the cer-
emony’s end, the group gathered 
to watch her street sign unveiled 
before breaking into applause.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. is joined by elected officials and members 
of Gloria D’Amico’s family in pulling the cover off the street sign. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

City co-names Astoria street for fi rst female county clerk
Gloria D’Amico’s moniker forever immortalized along Shore Boulevard in memory of late activist

Empty. Recycle. Repeat.

Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more
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PRIMARY
is Tuesday, September 10, 2013  
Run-off Primary (if necessary) is 
Tuesday, October 1, 2013

For the 2013 Primary and 
Potential Run-off, Voters will 
use the lever voting machine. 
Please follow the Instructions 
detailed below

Attention Voters:
The Primary Election and potential run-off will use the lever voting machine 

and Ballot Marking Device (BMD).

Pull the red voting handle
from left to right. Do not 
move it again until after 
you have completed your 
selections.

Once you have made all 
your choices, cast your vote 
by pulling the red handle 
from right to left.

Make your selections by 
flipping the lever so that 
you see the x next to the 
candidate’s name. 
• Accessible ballot marking
devices (BMDs) are available. 

Only Registered Voters enrolled in the party that is holding the Primary can vote in this Election.

Sign up to receive the latest news and information from 
NYC Board of Elections and find your pollsite, by visiting the Board’s website:

www.vote.nyc.ny.us
866-VOTE-NYC (866-868-3692)      TTY 212-487-5496

1

2

3

Using your smartphone, 
download the FREE QR code reader. 
Once downloaded, open the application 
to point, click, and discover.
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OTHER VOICES

Blame mayoral control for bad teachers

D
o not blame pub-
lic school teachers 
for the drop in test 
scores. They have 

no control over curriculum 
and education policy. Al-
most every detail of their 
professional experiences is 
dictated to them.

They have little or no 
independence of choice 
over teaching instructional 
methods or style. They are 
choked by mandates and 

lockstep orders. If the ar-
rangement of desks in their 
classroom or the color of pa-
per on their bulletin boards 
is not to the liking of their 
supervisors, they can be 
found insubordinate un-
less they show repentance 
by conformity.

They can go through 
the motions of filing a 
grievance, but that griev-
ance procedure will not 
save them because the city 

Department of Education 
representatives have been 
instructed to invariably 
side with management.

Teachers typically 
have no influence over 
budget decisions or the al-
location of materials and 
resources. Educators are 
an endangered species at 
the DOE. They have been 
replaced by MBAs and law-
yers.

Many senior manag-

ers at headquarters and 
in schools are hardly old 
enough to vote. All this 
dates from the “glory” 
years of mayoral control.

By all means hold 
teachers accountable, but 
first give them the means 
to do the job.

Ron Isaac
Fresh Meadows

COUNCIL DEALS BLOW
TO MAYOR BLOOMBERG

After an emotionally charged session at City Hall last 
week, the City Council voted to override Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s vetoes of two bills designed to rein in the 
NYPD’s use of stop-and-frisk.

It was not a perfect victory because a significant mi-
nority of Queens residents still support the aggressive po-
licing tactic, but it was the right thing to do to protect the 
borough’s blacks and Hispanics from racial profiling.

The Council’s override vote delivered a brutal rebuke 
to Bloomberg, who has staked his reputation as a tough 
crime fighter on the power of the Police Department to 
round up lawbreakers. And the mayor certainly deserves 
credit for New York becoming one of the safest cities in the 
nation on his watch.

He vowed to go to court to keep the bills from taking 
effect, but the public pendulum has swung and a major-
ity of city dwellers now oppose the stop-and-frisk tactics 
that have overwhelmingly targeted blacks and Hispanics 
in neighborhoods like Jackson Heights and in southeast 
Queens.

Council members voted 39-10 to create an inspector 
general to keep tabs on the NYPD, with the Queens del-
egation voting 8-4 in favor. But the second bill that would 
make it easier for New Yorkers to sue the department over 
profiling squeaked through with just the 34 votes required 
for an override as Queens voted 7-5 to back it.

Bloomberg had threatened to use his own money to 
try to sway critical votes on the Council to defeat the bias 
suit bill, but Councilman Mark Weprin held his ground de-
spite being targeted by the mayor’s office. He voted to over-
ride both bills after the Bloomberg administration found 
a retired cop to run against him in the November election 
on the Reform Party line and the Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association distributed negative fliers in his district.

Despite the warnings from the mayor, the police com-
missioner and stop-and-frisk hardliners, crime should still 
be held in check with more respectful stops. The NYPD 
dramatically reduced the controversial practice last year 
and crime continued to drop in Queens along with the rest 
of the city.

In the meantime, the Council has listened to New 
Yorkers and voted to end a police tactic that has been ex-
cessively used against two racial groups in the borough 
with limited results.
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LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

It’s time to legalize marijuana

I
t is time to recognize 
that New York City’s 
misguided war on mari-
juana has failed. Instead 

of spending millions on 
low-level drug prosecutions 
that disproportionately af-
fect minorities, why not 
legalize, regulate and tax 
the city’s $1.65 billion mari-
juana market?

A comprehensive re-
port by my office shows 
that legalizing, regulat-
ing and taxing marijuana 
could generate more than 
$400 million annually for 
the city, money that could 
be used to cut CUNY tu-
ition in half for New York 
City residents. Instead of 
sending kids to the court-
house, let us send them to 
college.

The social arguments 
for legalizing marijuana 
are compelling. Minor-
ity communities dispro-
portionately bear the con-
sequences of marijuana 
arrests in New York City, 
which are directly related to 
the NYPD’s rampant use of 
stop-and-frisk. Combined, 
blacks and Hispanics make 
up 45 percent of marijuana 
users in New York City, but 

they account for 86 percent 
of misdemeanor possession 
arrests. By contrast, whites 
and Asians constitute 55 
percent of users but only 14 
percent of arrests.

An arrest for the pos-
session of even a small 
amount of pot can have se-
rious consequences. More 
than half of marijuana 
possession arrests in New 
York City are of people age 
25 and under — a group for 
whom the negative effects 
of an arrest or criminal 
record is especially acute. 
Convictions can affect 
people’s eligibility for fed-
eral student loans and New 
York City Housing Author-
ity housing, and a history 
of arrest can bar them from 
many jobs.

Low-level marijuana 
arrests have skyrocketed 
during Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s administra-
tion and are directly re-
lated to the NYPD’s stop-
and-frisk strategy. Since 
Bloomberg took office in 
2002, there have been al-
most 460,000 misdemeanor 
marijuana arrests. The 
number of these arrests is 
on track to reach 37,000 in 

2013 alone.
Regulating marijuana 

would keep thousands of 
New Yorkers out of the 
criminal justice system, 
offer relief to those suffer-
ing from a wide range of 
painful medical conditions 
and make our streets safer 
by sapping the dangerous 
underground market that 
targets our children. As 
if that were not enough, it 
would also boost the city’s 
bottom line.

Under my proposal, 
adults age 21 and over could 
possess up to 1 ounce of 
marijuana, which would be 
grown, processed and sold 
by government-licensed 
businesses for recreational 
or medicinal purposes. 
We should create an inter-
agency task force to work 
with the state Legislature 
in order to pass the legisla-
tion needed to implement 
the plan.

New York needs to le-
galize marijuana and put 
an end to modern-day pro-
hibition.

John Liu
City Comptroller

Manhattan

Donate blood, save three lives

F
or the past three 
years, I have had the 
privilege of organiz-
ing blood drives for 

City Council District 19, 
covering northeast Queens 
from College Point to Little 
Neck.

For obvious reasons, 
this year has been some-
thing of a challenge, but the 
annual Council District 19 
Summer Blood Drive will 
be Sept. 5 from 3 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. on Bell Boulevard at 
the Long Island Rail Road 
Bayside station overpass.

I have a challenge of 
my own. There are six peo-
ple vying for the opportuni-
ty to represent the district 
in the Council. I challenge 

them to advance this valu-
able Council function by 
encouraging their support-
ers, friends and family to 
participate.

I realize this is an im-
portant day to my Jewish 
friends, but the need for 
blood observes no calendar. 
We will do anything we can 
to accommodate you so you 
can get home to be with 
your loved ones.

Here is the link to 
make an online appoint-
ment and be eligible to re-
ceive a $25 American Ex-
press gift card provided by 
the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District 
after you donate: https://
drm.nybloodcenter.org/

PublicScheduler/Group-
Landing.aspx?s=67568.

You can also call the 
district office at 718-631-
6703 during normal busi-
ness hours. All donors are 
also eligible to receive a 
pair of New York Mets-San 
Francisco Giants tickets 
provided by Gregg Sullivan 
of Bayside Live TV.

Make an appointment 
or just show up. You can 
help save three lives.

Victor Mimoni
Director of 

Communications
Council District 19

Whitestone

Pols should only serve the public

I
n reference to the Aug. 
2-8 Bayside Times letter 
“Give pols more than 
one salary,” those who 

are financially successful 
in the private sector should 
not be seeking elected pub-
lic office with the objective 

of gaining additional sala-
ries, lucrative pensions and 
the perks that come with 
such positions.

If elected individuals 
wish to serve the public in 
an altruistic fashion, they 
should do so at either no 

salary or with a minimum 
stipend, like in jury duty.

Public service should 
be just that, not enrichment 
at taxpayers’ expense.

Basile Guerra
Bayside

CD 19 has weak candidates

I
t is sad to see the lineup 
for the 19th City Council 
District race this year.

The Vallone dynas-
ty is a joke. What did Paul 
Vallone ever do for the com-
munity other than having 
name recognition and back-
ing from the Queens orga-
nization? What did Austin 
Shafran ever do other than 
be a spokesman for a cor-
rupt senator and Council-
man Dan Halloran’s (D-
Whitestone) chief of staff?

Please, someone tell 
me what any of them has 
done within the last five 
years to enhance our com-
munity.

The lineup is nothing 
more than wannabe col-
lectors of our tax dollars 
without a record to deserve 
our vote. Poor District 19. 
There are good people who 
have given up as a real and 
caring candidate wanting 
to run. If they did decide to 
run so they can continue 
to fight for the community, 
they know the organization 
will bring people in to run 
against them who never 
even lived in the district to 
take votes away from them.

I wonder why state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
quit the borough president 
race. He would have been 

great because he is inde-
pendent and works hard 
for the community, unlike 
Melinda Katz or Vallone, 
who do what they are told 
for developers.

Jerry Iannece put in 
more than 20 years of ser-
vice and lost the race to 
Halloran, who did nothing 
but have a knack for con-
ning the voter. Look what 
voting for him got us.

Ask the candidates 
what they can be proud of 
doing to help the district 
before you cast your vote.

Joyce Shepard
Bay Terrace

Teachers need a contract now

A
s the new school year 
nears, the teachers 
of our public school 
system still do not 

have a new, fair and afford-
able contract.

Why? There is no rea-
son for the city Department 
of Education and the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers 
to still not have come to 
an agreement regarding 
a new contract. Why are 

both sides dragging their 
feet? It seems city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
and UFT President Michael 
Mulgrew cannot agree on 
anything tangible.

They had better get 
their act together and sit 
down to do some hard bar-
gaining. Teachers work 
hard under a plethora of 
conditions. Overcrowded 
classes, disruptive stu-

dents, lack of essential 
teaching materials, unsup-
portive administrators and 
uncooperative parents are 
several factors teachers 
much face in the classroom 
every day.

It is time for them to be 
given a fair and affordable 
contract. Let us stop the 
stalling and get a contract 
now.
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JOAN FLOWERS

Vote

JOAN FLOWERS will:
fi ght for needed jobs in our community
restore excellence to our schools
protect senior services
fi ght for better health care access for all

Paid for and authorized by Joan Flowers for the 27th District, 223-09 Linden Boulevard, Cambria Heights, NY 11411

Endorsed by 

Former Governor 

David Paterson

A community leader fi ghting for us

VOTE DEMOCRATIC

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

Phone: 718-213-Joan (5626)

www.joanfl owers2013.com

223-09 Linden Blvd. Cambria Heights, NY 11411

hile many insiders 
think there’s three 
weeks left until we 
pick a new mayor, 

city comptroller, city pub-
lic advocate, as well as 
two borough presidents, 
a district attorney and a 
new City Council — an un-
precedented turnover in 
municipal government — it 
is just the second half of a 
long marathon that won’t 
conclude until six months 
from now, in early 2014.

Allow me to explain.
The Sept. 10 primary 

— which comes a week af-
ter Labor Day, five days 
after the Jewish New Year 

and on the second day of 
school — will only pick our 
next comptroller and most 
of the new Council and two 
new borough presidents 
and the Brooklyn district 
attorney.

Yes, the only three 
things that will be certain 
on Sept. 11 will be death, 
taxes and whether we 
have witnessed the incred-
ible resurrection of Eliot 
Spitzer into New York po-
litical life.

On the mayoral front, 
we will have eliminated 
five Democratic contend-
ers — likely including the 
once high-flying Anthony 
Weiner — and two Republi-
can candidates.

For three weeks from 
Sept. 11 to Oct. 1, the day 
of the mayoral and likely 
public advocate run-off, we 
will see a slugfest between 
the two semifinalists in the 
Democratic mayoral mara-

thon, one I actually entered 
more than 25 months ago, 
but that’s a story for anoth-
er day.

Right now, unless the 
topsy-turvy campaign takes 
a strange turn, there are 
three likely mayoral run-
off possibilities: Christine 
Quinn and Bill Thompson, 
Quinn and Bill de Blasio or 
Thompson and de Blasio.

It is a three-way game 
of survivor, in other words, 
with one of these career 
politicians getting knocked 
off the island.

No matter what, the 
three weeks after the pri-
mary will be a highly-
charged time of debates, 
negative media stories, 
unions jousting on behalf 
of their candidates and 
great voter engagement so 
the Democrats pick a quali-
fied person to potentially 
succeed Mike Bloomberg.

Lying in wait will be 

the GOP nominee, either 
former MTA head Joe Lho-
ta or billionaire business-
man John Catsimatidis. 
Also, in the general elec-
tion mix will be tech mil-
lionaire Jack Hidary and 
Independence Party candi-
date Adolfo Carrion.

So, from Oct. 2 until 
Nov. 5, a five-week period 
of light fall breezes and pre-
Halloween costume-pick-
ing, we will be debating the 
future of our city. Should 
we continue “proactive 
policing”? Will there be 
retroactive raises for city 
workers? What can be done 
to straighten out our pub-
lic education mess? How 
will we lift the middle class 
again in New York?

On Nov. 5, how many 
people will turn out and 
vote for our next mayor? 
We had more than 1.8 mil-
lion New Yorkers vote 
in 2001 and it has gone 

steadily down to just more 
than 1.1 million in 2009. 
In 2013, will our populace 
be engaged and energized 
enough so that we get a 
real strong turnout in the 
general election? Will the 
future of public safety — to 
some, stop-and-frisk is the 
key policy — be a decisive 
factor differentiating the 
Democratic and Republi-
can candidates and the two 
third-party contenders?

When the dust settles 
Nov. 6 and the new mayor is 
anointed, there will be one 
more important leg in this 
journey: the transition and 
the selections of key per-
sonnel, including the police 
commissioner, the chancel-
lor and the deputy mayors, 
as well as the agency heads 
and the commissioners. 
Will we have another data-
driven administration or 
will it be more “touchy-fee-
ly,” with a focus on social 

programs and inequality?
The race to succeed 

Bloomberg has been go-
ing on for about two years 
now behind the scenes, but 
it really begins in earnest 
in late August. There are 
three hurdles ahead for 
the Democratic nominee 
and two for the Republican 
challenger.

But the biggest hurdle 
of all lies ahead: how to 
govern a city of 8.2 million 
people and follow in the 
footsteps of a larger-than-
life billionaire mayor who 
put his indelible stamp on 
so many areas.

Enjoy the show.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

The 2013 election season still has a way to go before it ends

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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Growing up in Bed-Stuy, the grandson of 
Caribbean immigrants, Bill Thompson 
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�  END RACIAL PROFILING
�  BETTER SCHOOLS
�  MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
�  GOOD JOBS AND FAIR WAGES

For Mayor
DEMOCRAT
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Paid for by United for the Future.

NEW YORK STRONG.
NEW YORK STRONG.

  ONE OF US.  FIGHTING FOR US.

  ONE OF US.  FIGHTING FOR US.

VOTE!DEMOCRATIC PRIMARYSEPTEMBER 10th
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 Three contenders have 

thrown their hats in the 
ring for the Democratic pri-
mary in southeast Queens 
to determine who wins 
the party spot for the City 
Council seat now held by 
Donovan Richards.

Richards, Michael 
Duncan and Ricardo Brown 
are all vying to win the Sep-
tember primary.  The victor 
will face Republican Sherie 
Murray in the November 
general election.

Richards is asking vot-
ers to let him keep his job.
He said he wants to build on 
the progress he has already 
made as the city council-
man of the 31st District, 
which comprises parts of 
southeast Queens, includ-
ing Springfield Gardens, 
Brookville and Arverne.

Richards won the po-
sition in a special election 
just last February.

He said he worked for 
10 years for the district’s 
former councilman, James 
Sanders, who left the po-
sition to become a state 
senator. Richards 
worked for a time 
as the office’s chief 
of staff.

He said the most press-
ing issues in the district 
are jobs, education and af-
fordable housing.

Among his accom-
plishments, he listed allo-
cating $3.5 million for local 
schools and securing funds 
to support a gun buyback 
program in the commu-
nity.

“I refuse to have a dis-
trict where children and 
seniors are scared of stray 
bullets killing or injuring 
them,” he said.

He said he has already 
made progress on several of 
his priority issues. For ex-
ample, tracking Hurricane 
Sandy relief funds in the 
Rockaways is a problem; 
the first bill he introduced 
would implement a way to 
track the funds to allow for 
greater transparency.

Richards said he 
should stay in office be-

cause he is already doing 
the job.

“I don’t have to say 
what I’m going to do,” he 
said. “I can speak of what 
I’ve done. That’s my biggest 
qualification.”

Michael Dun-
can also said his 
experience work-
ing for Sanders 

gives him the qualifica-
tions to run for office. He 
served as chief of staff from 
2007-09. He also has served 
as the president of the Par-
ent Teacher Association of 
various local schools and 
as a coach of the Rosedale 
Rockets Soccer Club. Those 
positions have influenced 
his understanding of edu-
cation as an issue in the 
community.

He said he would like 
to push for after-school and 
tutoring programs, as well 
as other cultural and art 
programs. He said he wants 
to establish relationships 
with local businesses and 
encourage them to provide 
funding for social and rec-
reational programs in the 
community.

Duncan owns a Jamai-
ca Breeze restaurant and 
said he contributes 10 per-
cent of his revenue to local 

programs.
“What I’m asking oth-

er businesses to do is not 
foreign to me,” he said. “I’m 
doing this right now.”

Another problem, he 
said, is the high rate of fore-
closures within the district. 
He would provide foreclo-
sure information through 
seminars to local residents 
where he would invite bank 
and lender representatives 
to speak.

“To judge what one is 
going to do in the future, a 
good thing to look at is what 
they have done,” he said. “I 
know I’m the one to lead the 
community forward.”

A third candidate in 
the race is Ricardo Brown, 
a public accountant. His ex-
perience in accounting and 
auditing makes him quali-
fied for the job because 
his training has honed his 
ability to easily distinguish 
between what is right and 
what is not, he said.

He said he has audited 
all types of entities, both 
government and private, 
and that experience has 
made him a “clear thinker” 
in the internal processes of 
those entities.

His participation in 

Ricardo Brown (clockwise from l.), Michael Duncan, Sherie Murray 
and Donovan Richards are vying for the Council seat currently 
held by Richards.

Voters get three options
in CD 31 Dem primary

Continued on Page 54
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IN QUEENS
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Aziza Hawthorne

February 2013

The Mary Louis 

Academy

Jamaica Estates, NY

Aziza Hawthorne was Senior 
Class President 2012-2013. 
She is a bilingual speaker, and 
was included in the Language 

Other than English Inductee National Honor Society 
(Spanish) 2013. In addition, Aziza was National 
Honors Society Inductee, and Principal Honors 
Society 2009-2013. During Aziza’s enrollment at 
TMLA, she volunteered at a soup kitchen in Jamaica 
and, in 2012, volunteered at the St. Alban’s Veterans 
Hospital, for which she delivered care packages 
made at TMLA for the veterans.

 Aziza is a medal-winning athlete and won: 
Scholar Athlete 2009-2010 and 2011-2012; 
outstanding 4x400m Relay Indoor, 2011-2012; 
and most Valuable Indoor and Outdoor Runner 
2011-2012. Aziza was the Catholic High Schools 
Athletic Association sophomore 200m and 
400m champion. Most recently Aziza was the 
Brooklyn Queens 2012 Indoor 300m champion, 
outdoor 400m champion and Indoor 800m relay 
champion. She was also the Eastern States 800m 
relay champion.
Shatif Hughes 

April 2013

Francis Lewis High 

School

Fresh Meadows, NY

Shatif Hughes is a 
member of The National 
Honors Society and 
participated in the Francis 
Lewis High School Gateway Institute Program for 
Math and Science. The advanced honors, pre-college 
program prepares minority high school students for 
college and the pursuit of Health-and Science-related 
careers.  Shatif completed college credit courses in 
subjects that include Living Environment at Queens 

College, and Theatre, Cultural Arts and Health and 
Nutrition at Queensborough Community College. 
At the beginning of his junior year, Shatif enrolled 
in York College’s Saturday Health and Medical 
Professions Program.

Shatif won fi rst place in the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Writing Contest and presented his essay to Judicial 
Friends Queens County Supreme Court. Shatif also 
received a certifi cate of achievement in the NAACP 
Brown vs. Board of Education 55th Presentation and 
Essay competition, for which he won 1st place.  

During 2008-2012, Shatif completed more than 
470 hours volunteer work at B.E.T.S.A.  Shatif is 
also a member of the fi ve-star basketball program at 
Ramapo College, and was a member of the Francis 
Lewis High School Junior Varsity Basketball Team. 

Carly Rose Nieves 

May  2013

Christ The King High 

School

Middle Village, NY

Carly Rose Nieves is a 
recovered acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia patient. She is one of 

a few spokespersons for the New York Blood Center. 
She helped organize a blood and bone marrow drive 
at her school, which was a roaring success with 218 
pints of blood donated, 64 new bone marrow donors 
registered and $3,500 raised for the Friends of 
Karen charitable organization. Since then, Carly has 
volunteered and participated in many blood drives 
and charitable events.

Carly and her family have established The Carly 
Rose Foundation, which will help children with 
life-threatening illnesses. For her 16th birthday, 
rather than having a lavish party, Carly organized 
a fundraiser to buy brand new toys for donation 
to a worthy cause. She collected over 200 toys 
and donated them to the John Theissen Children’s 
Foundation. Carly regularly volunteered at Cohen’s 
Children’s Hospital, which has been a huge part of 
her life for almost a decade. 

Carly has many ambitions and looks forward to 
graduating alongside her class in 2015. However, 
Carly’s main dream for the future is to attend a 
college where she can major in American Sign 
Language. Her life’s aspiration is to become a 
professional ASL interpreter.
Natalia Zeid 

June  2013

The Kew-Forest High 

School

Forest Hills, NY

Natalia Zeid was president 
of the Kew-Forest School’s 
Model United Nations Club. 
This club has been ranked as one of the top 
twenty-fi ve Model United Nations Schools in the 
Northeast region by “Best Delegate.” Natalia  won 
awards representing Sudan at the Harvard Model 
United Nations Conference. She then represented 
Bangladesh at the Rutgers Model United Nations 
Conference. 

Natalia is also a member of the school’s K-F 
Mock Trial Team, an imitation of real court trials 
that simulates lower-court trials. The idea of this 
extracurricular program is to allow students to 
participate in rehearsed trials in order to learn 
about the American legal system in a competitive 
environment. 

In addition, Natalia was Editor of and writer 
for the school’s journal, The Forester.  It was her 
talented writing that enabled her to be published 
in The Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans, 
an annual publication that features a selection of 
poems and short stories in a celebration of the best 
young writers in America.

Natalia volunteered in the Youth Services 
Opportunity project (YSOP) and Children of 
Bellevue, where she works with sick children. The 
Kew-Forest School’s girl’s varsity volleyball team 
that Natalia was a member of won the Independent 
Private and Parochial School Athletic League 
Championships two years in a row. 

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
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BY JOE ANUTA

Gus Prentzas hopes 
to use his experience from 
the now-defunct school 
board to push for dramatic 
changes to the city’s educa-
tion system if he is elected 
to succeed City Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria).

The small busi-
ness owner is run-
ning in a Democrat-
ic primary against 
Costa Constantinides and 
John Ciafone to represent 
the district, which encom-
passes the neighborhood of 
Astoria.

“What makes me dif-
ferent from them is my 25 
years of community ser-
vice,” he said. “The people 
have seen me out there.”

Prentzas was elected 
in 1991 to Astoria’s school 
board and served as its vice 
president for seven years 
before Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg took over con-
trol of the schools.

He wants to pressure 
the state Legislature to 
abolish mayoral control 
after the policy sunsets 
in 2015 and believes that 
parents should have more 
say in what goes on in the 
neighborhood schools. For 
example, he wants each 
borough to have five school 
boards that determine 

policy instead of 
directives emanat-
ing from a central 
authority.

The decade-long Com-
munity Board 1 member 
said the city should focus on 
improving public schools 
instead of allocating funds 
to charter schools.

“This administration 
has been running the De-
partment of Education as if 
it’s a corporation,” he said. 
“But what corporation do 
you know that is defunct, 
that is not making profit, 
that you keep funding?”

Prentzas, who has 
served as a Democratic 
state committeeman since 

1998, was born in Greece 
and sees his main base as 
the Greek community, but 
he has reached out to all ar-
eas of the district.

“In Astoria Houses, 
the amount of support and 
the outpouring of involve-
ment has really touched 
me,” he said.

Prentzas said he has 
spent time responding to 
needs in the public hous-
ing project and has helped 

to smooth over the relation-
ship between residents and 
the police.

On public safety, he 
would like to see the return 
of more neighborhood beat 
cops who become familiar 
faces and get to know busi-
ness owners.

“Now instead of com-
municating with the people, 
with the business owners 
and residents, they are iso-
lated,” he said. “That is one 

of the problems as well..”
He would also like to 

fund more police officers 
and said cuts to other areas 
of government would be a 
way to pay for it.

On stop-and-frisk, 
Prentzas said he supports 
the policy in theory, but ac-
cused the NYPD of having 
a quota system and sliding 
into racial profiling, which 
is why he is against the 
policy as it has been car-
ried out.

Regardless, he would 
not have voted for the Com-
munity Safety Act, which 
will install an inspector 
general to oversee depart-
mental policy and create a 
law making it easier to sue 
the NYPD over accusations 
of racial profiling.

He also chided the city 
for not intervening in sev-
eral of the hospital closures 
around Queens.

Prentzas believes city 
government should absorb 
some of the medical facili-
ties into its already strug-

gling network in order 
to keep services open for 
residents, although he said 
impending federal regu-
lations will make it even 
harder for health care out-
lets to survive.

Compounding the 
health care problem in the 
district is the presence 
of several power plants. 
Prentzas said he would 
fight against any addition-
al facilities to be sited there 
and would like to build an 
access point to Rikers Is-
land from another borough 
to stem the constant traf-
fic flow back and forth be-
tween Queens, he said.

Even though Prentzas 
said he has the ideas and 
experience to lead the com-
munity, he is always open 
to new ideas.

“Give me another op-
tion. If it makes sense, I’ll 
change,” he said. “That’s 
what government should 
be about — not fearing 
change.”

Gus Prentzas is one of three Democrats vying for the vacant 
Astoria City Council seat. Photo by Christina Santucci

Prentzas promotes education overhaul in city
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BY PHIL CORSO

If there was any dis-
trict in New York City 
where a Green Party candi-
date, independent of the po-
litical machine system, had 
the potential to get elected, 
it is in Astoria’s 22nd Dis-
trict, Lynne Serpe said.

The environmental ac-
tivist threw her name into 
the race to replace outgoing 
City Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria), along 
with several other major 
party candidates like Demo-
cratic District Leader Costa 
Constantinides, Democrat 
John Ciafone, Conserva-
tive and Independence can-
didate Danielle De Stefano, 
Democrat Constantino 
“Gus” Prentzas and former 
New York Young Republi-
can Club President Daniel 
Peterson.

The winner will go on 
to represent the 22nd Dis-
trict, which includes Asto-
ria, Long Island City and 
parts of Jackson Heights.

“Here in New York 
City, we are effectively a 
one-party town,” Serpe 
said. “But Council Dis-
trict 22 is diverse and I feel 
people here are open to the 
idea of another party and to 
a new kind of politics.”

Serpe, a consultant to 
the Queens Library, said 
some issues she was focus-
ing her campaign on in-
cluded expanding library 
services, fighting out-of-
character development in 
her district, resisting air 
and land pollution, improv-
ing energy efficiency and 
extending the borough’s 
bus services. Her voice has 
not differed much from her 
previous run for the same 
seat in 2009, when the cur-
rent councilman was re-
elected.

“People saw in my last 
run for Council that I am 
willing to go against the 
political machine,” Serpe 
said. “I’m walking the 
talk.”

Serpe said a top pri-

ority of her Council office 
would be preservation and 
conservation of environ-
mental resources, which 

would ultimately save the 
city money. Her emphasis 
on protecting her district’s 
greenspace, she said, was 

one of the things that set 
her apart from her oppo-
nents.

“We have finite re-
sources,” Serpe said. “We 
have to figure out how to 
best use them.”

Serpe said she already 
had experience in gov-
ernment, having 
worked as the na-
tional voting sys-
tem reform coordi-
nator for the New 
Zealand Parliament. She 
also ran a constituency of-
fice for several other Green 
members of Parliament, 
she said.

On the home front, 
Serpe said she has helped 
draft legislation and lobby 
for groups such as League 
of Women Voters, Mexican-
American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund and 
the NAACP.

Experiences like that, 
Serpe said, would make for 
a seamless transition into 
the Council if she is elected 
in November.

“I would be ready to hit 
the ground running,” Serpe 
said. “What’s more impor-
tant is that voters wouldn’t 
have to worry about party 
bossing. That is why we are 
asking them to vote Green 
and not machine.”

When asked about her 
district’s incum-
bent, Serpe said 
Vallone was one of 
the more conserva-
tive Democrats in 

the city. And after so many 
years with a Vallone in of-
fice, considering Vallone 
Jr.’s father served in the 
same seat from 1974-2001, it 
was time for a fresh voice in 
the district.

“After 39 years with 
the same family, it’s been 
about who you know,” Ser-
pe said. “That could affect 
other things like discretion-
ary budgeting. The Council 
needs a stronger stance in 
the budget process with 
more people participating 
in it.”

Lynne Serpe is running for Peter Vallone Jr.’s City Council seat as a 
Green Party candidate. Photo courtesy Serpe

Astoria’s Serpe seeks Vallone’s City Council seat

Vote Tuesday, September 10
Democrat John Liu for Mayor

Increase the minimum wage to $11.50 – a livable wage – because a fair shot 
starts with a fair wage.
End Stop and Frisk, the biggest form of systemic racial profi ling in the country.
Improve our schools from pre-K through 12, so schools can stop closing and 
grades can start rising.

Create jobs in every borough and invest in our communities across the city.
Build fair and affordable housing and establish housing policies that protect 
rent stabilization and rent assistance.
Fix public housing and end the policy of selling NYCHA property to luxury 
developers.

Vote for the Change We Need on September 10
www.johnliu2013.com | 646-490-9818 | info@johnliu2013.com

facebook.com/Liu.NYC       @JohnLiu2013 #OneCity

As our Mayor, John will look out for EVERY New Yorker in EVERY neighborhood - A Mayor for all people, the Mayor for change!
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Open Mon., 
Tues., Wed.,Fri. 9AM-7PM,Thurs. 9AM-8PM, Sat. 9AM-6PM,Sun. 11AM-4PMDelivery & Installation Available.
Financing For Qualified Buyers.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

bobcocciasappliance.com
215-03 Horace Harding Expwy.

Bayside, New York
(718) 224-4344

* Not responsible for typographical errors.  Some images may be used for illustrative purposes, and may not be exact replication of item.  0% financing available on most products for qualified buyers.  See store for details. Prices valid until 9/2/13.

* Financing for qualified buyers, on select single item purchases of $499 or more.  Select brands and models.  Ask for details.

Bob Coccia’s

APPLIANCE CENTER
TOP MERCHANDISE • LOWEST PRICES

7.0 Cu. Ft.
Electric Dryer
• Stainless steel drum
• 4 temperature and

drying cycles
• HE SensorDry™
GTDN550EDWW

BUY THE PAIR....
Reg. $1498.96
$79996

“Duet Steam”
27” 3.8 Cu. Ft. 
Front Load Washer
• Stainless Steel Tub
• ENERGY STAR® 

qualified model
WFW9550WW

“Duet Steam” 27” 
7.2 Cu. Ft. Electric
Steam Dryer
• 12 Drying Programs
WED9550WW

CLOSE-OUT
MODELS!

CLOSE-OUT
MODELS!

(Electric Dryer Only)

Shown on optional pedestals

MUST BE SOLD
IN PAIRS ONLY

BUY THE PAIR....

Reg. $1998.96
$119896

MUST BE SOLD
IN PAIRS ONLY

Full Console
Built-In
Dishwasher

• High temperature 
wash option

• ENERGY STAR® 
qualified

• Tall Tub design
MDB4409PAS

Reg. $449.96
$29996

CLOSE-OUT
MODEL!

Save
$150

3.4 Cu. Ft. 
Top Load Washer 
• 8 wash cycles 
• Porcelain wash 

basket
WTW4800XQ

CLOSE-OUT
MODEL!

Now Only..
$42496

ON
SALE!

OPEN SATURDAY, SUNDAY AND MONDAY, LABOR DAY 9AM-5PM

Famous Make
32” LED TV
• Amazing color and clarity
• Perfect for any room in the house
LED32 Now Only..

$18896
ON

SALE!

32”

65 Pint 
Dehumidifier
• 3 fans speeds 
• Auto shut-off ADER65LQ

HOLIDAY
WEEKEND

SALE ON ALL
WEBER

GAS GRILLS!
Now Only..
$24996

ON
SALE!

3 PIECE PACKAGE 
Includes...HDA1100NWH Built-In Dishwasher,
RB526DPWW 30” 
Electric Range, or
RGB508PETWH 30” 
Gas Range and
RVM1535DMWW 
Over-The-Range Microwave Oven

BUY THE PACKAGE
Reg. $1099.96
$79996

Save
$300

15.6 Cu. Ft. 
Top Mount 
Refrigerator/
Freezer
• Upfront 

temperature 
controls

• Adjustable shelves
HTR16BBERWW

Full Console
Built-In
Dishwasher
• 4 wash levels
• Piranha hard 

food disposer
HDA1100NWHW

CLOSE-OUT
MODEL!

Now Only..
$22996

Now Only..
$39996

ON
SALE!

ON
SALE!

OPEN 
SATURDAY, 

SUNDAY AND 
MONDAY, 

LABOR DAY
9AM-5PM

OPEN 
SATURDAY, 

SUNDAY AND 
MONDAY, 

LABOR DAY
9AM-5PM

3.9 Cu. Ft. Top Load Washer
• ENERGY STAR® qualified model 
• 10 wash cycles     GTWN5250DWW
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The NYPD is still 
searching for the man 
wanted in a brutal rape 
that occurred in Rego Park 
last week.

The victim, a 52-year-
old woman was coming 
out of the R train station 
at 63rd Drive and Queens 
Boulevard at about 10 p.m. 
Friday, when the suspect, 
who called himself Junior, 
approached and asked for 
her name and phone num-
ber, cops said.

After the woman re-
fused and went into a Rite 
Aid, the man then followed 
her inside the pharmacy, 
started harassing her and 
then left, the NYPD said.

But police say the sus-
pect did not go far. He was 
waiting for her when she 
headed out of the store, 
and when she got to 63-45 
Saunders St., he allegedly 
grabbed her, threw her 
down a flight of steps into 

the apartment building and 
raped her, according to the 
NYPD.

Afterward, the sus-
pect, who was described 
as a 5-foot-7 black man in 
his 20s with a mustache, 
swiped her cellphone and 
purse, police said.

The NYPD released 
surveillance video, which 
they said shows the suspect 
entering the Rite Aid.

The woman was taken 
by emergency responders 
to the hospital, cops said. 

Mark Montekio, a 
neighborhood resident, 
said he had not known 
about what happened on 
the block, but he saw police 
tape in front of the apart-
ment building over the 
weekend. He was surprised 
to hear about the incident 
and said the area is usu-
ally safe. He had not given 
thought before to potential 
late-night attacks, he said.

“We rarely have any 
problems,” he said. 

According to NYPD 
crime statistics, there had 
been three reported rape 
incidents in the precinct 
as of Aug. 18, There were 
seven in all of 2012.

Richard Mumith, the 
spokesman for Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz (D-

Forest Hills), cited a recent 
rise in crime as the reason 
for the planned installation 
of 30 high-tech police cam-
eras throughout Rego Park 
and Forest Park.

Mumith listed spe-
cific cases the Council 
member found especially 

unsettling, including the 
attempted rape of a 23-year-
old woman jogging through 
Forest Park in March. 

He also cited a June 
incident in which three 
women were held at gun-
point near Slocum Cres-
cent and Greenway Ter-
rance and robbed of their 
purses, cash, credit cards, 
two iPhones, an iPad and a 
camera.

Koslowitz secured 
about $1 million in city 
funding for the installation 
of the cameras, according 
to Mumith.

The Argus cameras, 
which are mounted on 
poles, feature fish-eye, 
360-degree lenses.

He emphasized that 
the neighborhoods com-
prising Council District 29 
— Rego Park, Forest Hills, 
Kew Gardens and parts of 
Maspeth, Richmond Hill 
and Elmhurst — are still 
among the safest in Queens, 
“but it’s disturbing to hear 

about these cases,” he said.
He said the cameras 

are being installed in order 
to keep the district as safe 
as it has always been.

Frank Galluscio, dis-
trict manager of Commu-
nity Board 6, which covers 
the area, said police are 
the right ones to determine 
where cameras should be 
installed because they are 
experts about crimes that 
are committed.

“Anything that helps 
police is good,” he said. 
“Anything that secures a 
neighborhood is good. And 
for their placement it’s very 
important that we get the 
most bang for our dollar.”

Anyone with informa-
tion about the Rego Park 
incident is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS, 
submit tips by logging on to 
crimestoppers.com or text 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) be-
fore entering TIP577.

The police are searching for a suspect wanted for raping a woman. 
He is described as a black man in his 20s. Courtesy NYPD

Police on the hunt for violent Rego Park rapist

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Sean Bell’s fiancee 
pointed to the need in south-
east Queens for community 
events and programs dur-
ing an event to remember 
Bell over the weekend.

The daylong program 
began with a blessing be-
fore a collection of 50 mo-
torcycles, cars and SUVs 
traveled from Baisley Pond 
Park to Sean Bell Way in 
South Jamaica, where the 
bridegroom was killed, and 
then to Nassau Knolls Cem-
etery, where he was buried.

“It means so much to 
my family, to my daugh-
ters. It’s a beautiful thing 
for southeast Queens,” said 
Nicole Paultre-Bell, who 
had been slated to wed Bell 
hours after he died.

After the “Ride 4 Jus-
tice,” participants returned 
to Rockaway Boulevard 

and 150th Street, where 
the sixth annual event took 
place.

Paultre-Bell’s orga-
nization, When It’s Real, 
It’s Forever, presented the 
festivities, which included 
face painting and blow-up 
slides, with help from spon-
sors.

“We couldn’t do this 
without the community,” 
she said.

But the area could 
benefit from more events 
and services, Paultre-Bell 
believes.

Organizations and pro-
grams, which once served 

Nicole Paultre-Bell is joined by her daughter, Jada, at the Sean Bell 
Family Day. Photo by Christina Santucci

Community day honors 
legacy of late Sean Bell

Discover personal banking 
at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA

We’re a Queens credit union dedicated to 
serving Queens people. At Qside, you’re not 
just another face in the crowd. You belong to 
a community, and together there’s nothing we 
can’t do – for you and your money. 

�  Online Banking 
�  Home Loans                   
�  Personal Loans             
�  Vehicle Loans  

�  Savings Accounts
�  Free Checking
�   30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
�  Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

District Offi ces:

On Labor Day, please join me in 
recognizing and thanking the efforts 

of our workforce in this great city

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
Member of the Senate Labor and Civil Service 
& Pension Committees New York State Senator

District 15

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

88-08 Rockaway Beach Blvd
Rockaway Beach, N.Y. 11693

(718) 318-0702
(718) 318-0194 FAX

Your One Stop Shop for All Your 
Business Needs10% OFF ALL 

International 
Shipments

SERVICES BOXES
FAXING
COPIES

KEYS
EBAY

LETTERS TYPED

PASSPORT PHOTOSLAMINATIONBOOK BINDINGBILL PAY

Rent a Mailbox for 1 Year & Receive 3 MONTHS FREE!
AUTHORIZED SHIP CENTER

We Ship... 
 We Pack... 
  We Solve.
Got a package you need shipped 
fast? Or, do you have a fragile or 
unusually shaped object to send? 
We’ll take the load off your hands.. 

and the worry off your mind.
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm

Saturday 10am - 4pm

OPS Mailbox
215-03 Jamaica Ave

Queens Village
T: (718) 464-4850
F: (718) 464-4825

Serving the Community
Since 2006

Continued on Page 54
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Custodial workers 
are accusing the Queens 
Library of playing dirty 
when it comes to outsourc-
ing union jobs to low-paid 
contract workers.

Custodians with DC37 
Local 1321, who are work-
ing without a contract, said 
they have lost more than 50 
members from their ranks 
since the library instituted 
a hiring freeze in 2008.

Meanwhile, the in-
stitution has been paying 
hourly workers to fill in the 
gaps in service.

“It may be cost-effec-
tive for them, but the qual-
ity of work is less,” Robert 
Lorenzo, a union custodian 
with 15 years on the job, 
said as he passed out fliers 
outside the central library 
in downtown Jamaica last 
week.

The union said that 
since 2011 the library has 
given more than $300,000 
in raises to its non-union 
staff, including a $20,000 
raise to President and CEO 
Tom Galante.

In a statement, the li-
brary said it is operating 
with $20 million less in 
city and state funding since 
2008.

“Custodial staff is now 
down 20 percent since the 
hiring freeze began in 2008, 
with the same number of 
libraries to maintain. It 

has become increasingly 
difficult for our existing 
custodians to adequately 
maintain our buildings,” 
the statement read.

In July, the library 
increased the number of 
branches being cleaned by 
contractors from seven to 
eight.

“By utilizing contract 
cleaners to supplement our 
full-time custodial work 
force, we are able to keep 
our libraries clean and 
well-maintained to the lev-
el that our customers and 
our employees deserve,” 
the library’s statement con-
tinued.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who sits on the 

Cultural Affairs, Libraries 
and International Inter-
group Relations Commit-
tee, wrote a letter to Gal-
ante in late July opposing 
the move.

“Sadly, such union-
busting techniques seemed 
to have been used since 2011 
as an increasing number of 
union positions have been 
filled by non-union work-
ers,” the letter said. “I ask 
that the Queens Library 
immediately revisit its deci-
sion and stop de-unionizing 
jobs held by the people you 
are supposed to serve.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Robert Lorenzo (l.-r.) and Kacper Jarecki distribute fliers out-
side Queens Library’s central branch in Jamaica, protesting 
the outsourcing of union custodial work to contractors. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Library custodians upset 
over outsourcing of jobs

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
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Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Kids that gamble are three times more likely to drink, four times more 
likely to smoke and four times more likely to be in trouble with the law.  
According to the New York Council on Public Gambling, in New York 
state 48% of seventh to 12th graders reported that they had gambled 
within the past year, 10% have had problems due to their gambling and 
an additional 10% are at risk for problem gambling. 

So what can parents of young children do now?  They can be a 
good role model.  Look for opportunities to talk to your children.  
Children need to know that gambling is not a way to make money 
and the majority of gamblers will lose.  Our children are exposed 
to gambling messages at a very young age from lottery tickets at 
the grocery store to internet and television that portray gambling as 
exciting and easy money.  Parents can make a difference on how 
children respond to these messages.  
To fi nd help for gambling problems call 1-877-8-hopeny.  

Program for the Development of Human Potential (PDHP)
718-441-8921   www.pdhpbklyndiocese.org

TO YOUR

ABOUT

TALK

KIDS
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Back to 
School

NYC school lunch menus serve up healthy eats
BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

W hen New York City children 
shuffle into the cafeteria on 
Sept. 9 most probably won’t 

notice any changes at that first 
back-to-school lunch until they roll 
their trays up to the cash register. 

For kids who pay for the mid-
day meal,  the price jumps up a 
quarter. But those children who 
qualify for reduced-cost meals 

will see their tabs fall from 25 
cents to nothing.

“Two things are happening,” 
said Eric Goldstein, CEO of School 
Support Services. “We used to have 
paid, reduced and free lunches. 
Now we’ll just have paid and free.  
And for kids who pay, the cost is 
going from $1.50 to $1.75.”

But when it comes to dining 
options, returning students al-
ready know what’s for lunch. 

Other districts around the 
country are struggling to ban 
trans fats and increase healthy 
choices, which, said Goldstein, 
means they are just trying to 
catch up with New York City. 

“We are way ahead of the fed-
eral standards,” said Goldstein. 
“Really, the only change we have 
had to do is increase the portion 
size of fruits and vegetables.”

For years, children at all 

grade levels have had access to a 
salad bar, which provides dozens 
of vegetable options and low- or 
non-fat dressings. There is no 
Buffalo chicken or crumbled bleu 
cheese on these bars. There’s even 
a mini-me sized serving area for 
the elementary school students. 

“It is a 30-inch [tall] salad bar 
that is literally created for them 
because they are so little,” said 
Marge Feinberg, spokeswoman 

for the Department of Education.
The DOE serves 600,000 

lunches per day across the five 
boroughs and another quarter of 
a million breakfasts, said Gold-
stein. Breakfast items include 
yogurt, cereals and whole wheat 
bagels, and they are offered at no 
charge to every student.

“New York City is the largest 
school food operation in the coun-

Continued on Page 34
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Learning & Fun 
All Rolled Into One!

For Children 2.9 - 5 years Old
Come Visit Our Facilities.

Bring Your Kids & Spend Some Time With Us

REGISTER NOW
LIMITED SPACE STILL AVAILABLE FOR SEPT. 2013

Check our website for  
pricing and schedules

www.crayonboxpreschool.com

Call Ms. Virginia @

718.888.9341
44-10 192nd

Flexible Schedule for Working Families

Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas

Simple steps to packing 
a better school lunch

 BACK TO SCHOOL

A
s kids get ready to head 
back to school, it’s time 
for parents to break out 

the lunchboxes and start 
planning for school meals. 
The good news is that pack-
ing a healthy, nutritious 
school lunch that’s also 
kid-approved may be easier 
than most parents think.

“Packing the perfect 
school lunch is about en-
suring all five food groups 
are covered, choosing foods 
within those groups that 
kids like and adding vari-
ety to the lunchbox to keep 
kids interested,” says Eliza-
beth Somer, a nationally-
recognized registered dieti-
tian and author. “Getting 
kids involved in the lunch 
packing process isn’t just 

a great way to ensure kids 
are getting a lunch they’re 
excited about, it’s also a 
good opportunity to begin 
to teach children about nu-
trition and health.”

To make the school 
lunch packing process fun 
and easy, Somer and Ho-
rizon Organic, a leading 
organic dairy brand, part-
nered to create a back-to-
school resource called “5 
Lunch Needs and 50 Ways 
to Please.” So what are the 
five lunch needs and why 
are they important? Somer 
outlines the essential food 
groups and explains why 
kids need all five for a bal-
anced lunch.

Low-fat milk and calci-
um-rich foods (recommend-

ed 2 to 3 cups per day)
Why milk? Bones are 

the body’s “bank account,” 
and deposits can only be 
made until the early 30s. 
After that, it’s withdrawals 
only. So the bigger the calci-
um bank account, the better 
off you are later in life. The 
biggest benefits come in the 
early years when the body 
is able to deposit the most 
calcium into the bones. A 
great option in this group 
is Horizon Organic Milk 
with 32 mg DHA Omega-3 
Single Serve Milk Boxes, 
which are the only milk 
boxes with DHA Omega-3, 
a long-chain omega-3 fatty 
acid that has been studied 
for its role in supporting 

Continued on Page 36
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Enjoy the best from more than 50 premier shops, fine restaurants, entertainment venues, 
professional services and plenty of free parking.

Style. Selection. Convenience.

Cord Meyer Development LLC
26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside

Visit us at: http://www.bayterrace.com

 For Your Back-to-School Needs
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 BACK TO SCHOOL

Risk of concussion increases with back-to-school sports
W hen the school season be-

gins, more students will 
be riding bikes and partici-

pating in sports such as football, 
hockey and soccer. Events such 
as a bike accident, quick fall or 
collision with another student 
during athletic practice result-
ing in a concussion could cause 
serious consequences both dur-
ing the school year and later on 
in life.

Often a person who has a 
concussion is not aware of hav-
ing one; concussions can occur 
even if the person doesn’t lose 
consciousness. If the individual 
is on a sports team and returns 
to play too soon after suffering a 
concussion, the injury can lead to 
ongoing health problems.

The American Academy of 
Neurology is encouraging ath-
letes, coaches, athletic trainers, 
parents and school staff to pay at-
tention to the signs of concussion 
as students head back to school 
and onto the sporting fields. The 
AAN recently updated its guide-

lines on evaluating and managing 
concussion at www.aan.com/con-
cussion, and also created a free 
downloadable Concussion Quick 
Check mobile app as a useful tool 
for parents, coaches/trainers and 

players.
“One of our goals is to raise 

awareness about sports concus-
sion in school-age children. Par-
ents, coaches and trainers need 
to take any head injury serious-

ly,” says Dr. Christopher Giza, co-
author of the AAN guidelines and 
member of the AAN. “Students 
often will claim to be fine fol-
lowing a head injury so they can 
return to the game more quickly 
or avoid embarrassment. Being 
evaluated by a licensed health 
care professional trained in di-
agnosing and managing concus-
sions before returning to play is 
of the utmost importance to help 
prevent youths from suffering ad-
ditional health problems.”

Anyone working with chil-
dren (as well as adult athletes) 
can use the free Concussion 
Quick Check mobile app to help 
determine:

* When a more thorough 
medical evaluation is needed

* Common signs and symp-
toms of a concussion, which in-
clude:

 • Headache and sensitiv-
ity to light or sound

 • Changes to balance, co-
ordination and reaction time

 • Changes in memory, 

judgment, speech and sleep
 • Loss of consciousness 

or a “blackout” (this happens in 
less than 10 percent of cases)

* Things the student or ath-
lete may tell you that are red 
flags

* What actions to take if the 
student receives a head injury - 
either during a game or while on 
the school grounds

* When an athlete should re-
turn to play

The mobile app also provides 
help in finding a nearby neurolo-
gist using the smartphone’s GPS 
capability, as well as information 
about state laws regarding con-
cussions.

Children should be encour-
aged to wear helmets whenever 
riding bikes or scooters, or using 
skateboards.

Anyone connected with a 
school setting should be aware 
of the dangers of concussion, be-
cause a head injury can occur 
anywhere, not just on the sport-
ing field or in gym class.

We pick up your child from

most schools in District 26

and Great Neck

For more information contact

Andrea Gavora

Phone: 718-225-6750 x261

Email: AGavora@sfy.org

After School Day Care
For all children grades K—7th
Monday—Friday 3PM to 6PM

Cooking, Arts & Crafts Projects, Music, Sports and more!

Full day programs available on school holidays

Homework help from licensed teachers

ACD & HRA Vouchers Accepted
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TLPATTI SCHMIDT
Dance & Exercise Center

40-31 235th Street
Douglaston, New York 11363

PRE-SCHOOL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Beginners thru Professionals

Music Lessons

NYSSMA / Music Theory

“Register Now”
By Phone: Sept. 3rd, 4th & 5th

12:00 to 2:00

In Person: Sept. 3rd & 6th

2:00 to 4:00

718-225-5252
Birthday 
Parties 

Available

Classes 
Start 

Sept. 16th

Follow us!
@Patti Schmidt Dance & Exercise Center

@PS_Dance @PattiSchmidt_Dance

 BACK TO SCHOOL

Back-to-school resolutions
W ith kids across the 

country heading 
back to school, a com-

mon question at family din-
ner tables will be: “What 
did you learn today?”

Kids will be learning 
reading, writing and arith-
metic as they head back to 
school, but what about les-
sons involving money? For 
most people, our relation-
ship with money is based 
on our childhood experi-
ences, and many children 
look to their parents for 
these important lessons. 
Yet, according to a recent 
Capital One survey of par-
ents and teens, less than 
half of teens have worked 
with their parents to de-
velop a budget for spending 
and saving their money.

As students prepare 
for a new school year, it’s 
a great time to start fresh 
with new resolutions 
around spending and sav-
ing. Talk to your kids about 
wants vs. needs, saving, 
budgeting, using credit 
wisely and other money 
management habits that 
can last a lifetime.

Here are a few ways to 
get started:

 • Crunch numbers 
together and establish a 
budget. As your teen starts 
earning an income through 
a job or an allowance, ask 
him or her to pitch in and 
contribute toward pur-
chases he or she might 
otherwise take for granted. 
Create a budget together to-
taling your teen’s contribu-
tions and what you can af-
ford to contribute, and then 
stick to it when you head 
out to the stores.

 • Only shop for 
what’s needed. Sit down to-
gether to make a list of 
what essentials your teen 
already has, what is needed 
and how much is budgeted 
for this shopping trip. This 
comes in handy for back-to-
school shopping as well as 
the holiday shopping sea-
son.

 • Do your home-
work. This is a good way to 
show your teen that home-
work extends beyond the 
classroom and well into 
adult life. Researching the 
items on the shopping list 
before leaving the house al-
lows your teen to compari-
son shop, looking at prices 
and the quality of the items. 

For teens on-the-go, there 
are also a great number 
of apps available that can 
easily compare pricing of 
items. And not surprising-
ly, you might discover your 
teen has different priorities 
than you when it comes to 
deciding which items to 
purchase. Only 22 percent 
of teens surveyed consid-
ered the price of an item to 
be the top priority, whereas 
46 percent said style and ap-
pearance were more impor-
tant. Run a calculation of 
how much money could be 
saved between the lower-
priced items and the items 
on the “want list.”

 • Set financial 
goals. Remind your teen 
to look beyond high school 
and discuss what items he 
or she would like to own in 
the future. It might be an 
electronic product, a car, 
paying for a future vaca-
tion, or helping to pay for 
college. The survey found 
that 83 percent of teens 
plan to attend college after 
high school, but 51 percent 
of those teens were not sav-
ing money to help pay for it. 
Help your teen set up a plan 

Continued on Page 36
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try,” said Goldstein. “So 
how do you bring meaning-
ful, substantial change? 
By feeding more students 
for free and with improved 
quality.”

For most of his seven 
years running the depart-
ment, Goldstein has over-
seen an operation that only 
serves whole grain pasta, 
organic yogurt and non-
genetically modified tofu. 
And, unlike in other dis-
tricts, the city does not run 
a centralized kitchen, which 
then ships meals out to its 
1,500 schools. It’s also been 
years since anyone heated 
up a batch of oil in a school 
kitchen, said Feinberg. 

“We no longer fry any-
thing,” said Feinberg. “We 
still offer French fries and 
sweet potato fries, but they 
are all roasted and the chil-
dren can’t tell the differ-
ence.”

But the food service 

business is not a one-size-
fits-all operation. Younger 
children — even in NYC 
— normally do not possess 
adventurous palates. 

High school students 
might see a corn confetti sal-
ad, which is chopped corn, 
onions and peppers, offered 
as a side dish. But in the el-

ementary school, vegetables 
tend to keep to themselves. 

“With the little kids, 
you probably would just 
have cut-up carrots,” said 
Goldstein. “Elementary 
kids want things separate.”

Many of the young-
er students also prob-
ably skip the newer menu 

items, which are rolled out 
throughout the year, and 
stick to the traditional pea-
nut butter and jelly sand-
wich options.

Currently the system 
is testing falafel, pasta with 
a pesto sauce and an Italian 
chicken sandwich, which is 
a hit with Goldstein.

“I love it,” he said. “If 
it’s well-received it can be 
on the menu in late fall or 
early winter.”

What is never sched-
uled to appear in the serv-
ing line, however, are old-
school desserts, like Texas 
sheet cake with chocolate 
icing or a make-your-own 
sundae bar. Fruit remains 
the lone post-meal option.

And, while vending 

machines remain in the 
city’s high schools, they 
sell no sodas, not even diet, 
and offer snacks with 200 
calories or less. Students do 
not have access to the ma-
chines when lunch is being 
served. 

“It’s really just to en-
courage kids to eat lunch,” 
said Goldstein. “And at 
$1.75, it is still the best deal 
in town.”

 BACK TO SCHOOL

Continued from Page 29

NYC lunches

Salad bars (l.) remain an option for all New York City students at 
lunchtime. When it comes to dessert choices at New York City 
schools, it’s fruit or nothing. Photos courtesy Board of Education

NURTURING, STIMULATING &
EDUCATIONALLY ENRICHING PROGRAM

Dance * Music * Creative Arts * Computers * Experiential Learning Centers * Science Social 

Emotional Learning * Reading/Writing Workshops * Physical Education * Cooking and more!

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
AT THE SAMUEL FIELD Y

Little Neck 
718.225.6750 x246

Bay Terrace Center
718.423.6111 x225

58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362     212-00 23 Avenue, Bayside, NY 11360     www.sfy.org

Exceptional Experiences for

Children, 2-5 years old

Universal Pre-Kindergarten Available
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GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certifi ed in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!

2084 E. 67th Street
Brooklyn, NY

718-444-8014

New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd.
Great Neck, NY
516-726-1771
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healthy brain development.
Whole grains (recom-

mended 4 to 7 ounces per 
day)

Why whole grains? Di-
ets that are rich in whole 
grains and fiber help fill 
kids up. Unlike processed 
refined grains, many 100 
percent whole grains are 
low in fat, high-fiber, and 
packed with vitamins and 
minerals. Between 100 per-
cent whole grain bagels, 
tortillas and hamburger 
buns, there’s something to 
please any kid’s palate.

Vegetables (recom-
mended 1 to 3 cups per day)

Why vegetables? It’s 
hard to have a healthy 
lifestyle without a plate 
heaped with color-
ful veggies. Veggies 
are where kids get 
things like vita-
min C and folate, 
minerals, anti-
oxidants, and 
phytonutrients. 
With signifi-
cant numbers 
of phytonutri-
ents now iden-
tified in veggies 
and fruits, these 
foods are impor-
tant components 
of a child’s diet. 
Steamed edamame 
makes a great lunch box 
finger food.

Fruits (recommended 
1.5 to 2 cups per day)

Why fruits? Fruits are 
also packed full of fiber, vi-
tamins and minerals like 
veggies, but they come in a 
sweeter package. For exam-
ple, a handful of dried apri-
cots have more iron than a 
half cup of cooked mustard 
greens. Kids still need veg-
gies, but on days when they 
turn up their noses at aspar-
agus, slipping in a few more 
servings of fruit can make 
up the difference. Creative 
melon pieces thanks to fun-
shaped cookie cutters are 
always a hit.

Meats, eggs, and le-
gumes (recommended 3 to 6 
ounces per day)

Besides protein, the 
foods in this group are 
sources of minerals, such 
as iron and zinc, and vita-
mins, such as B vitamins. 
Fatty seafood, such as 
salmon, contains omega-3 
fats which are associated 
with brain development in 
children. It’s best to stick 
to lean and minimally pro-
cessed meats to cut back on 
saturated fats and sodium. 
Mini sliders made with 
organic, ground chicken 
or turkey and 100 percent 
whole-wheat buns are a 
great lunch box alternative 
to sandwiches.

The full “5 Lunch 
Needs and 50 Ways to Please 
resource,” is available at 
www.horizondairy.com/
nutrition/dairy-nutrition.

German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
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for how they will spend and 
save the money they earn or 
receive as gifts.

 • Lead by example. 
Encourage good financial 
behavior by teaching your 
teen how to write checks, 
the use of credit cards and 
their associated fees and 
the importance of paying 
bills on time. Have them 
around the next time you 
pay your monthly bills, 

so they can see how much 
is spent on utilities, auto 
insurance and even food. 
This gives them a good pic-
ture for their future and 
how they might need to 
make financial decisions to 
cover essential expenses.

 • Introduce invest-
ing basics. Open a custodial 
account and help your kids 
pick the stocks they like 
most. Contribute a portion 
of their allowance or agree 
to match your teen’s con-

tributions, and watch the 
account grow together. Set 
monthly meetings to review 
investments, make changes 
and pick new stocks to pur-
chase. Beginning the stock 
discussion early will em-
power your teen with the 
comfort and knowledge 
they’ll need when they are 
an adult.

By taking time to 
discuss spending, saving, 
budgeting and investing, 
you can help your teens 
save money now and point 
them in the right direction 
for a successful financial 
future.

Continued from Page 33

Continued from Page 30

Resolutions

School lunches
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ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org        

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE

October 19th, 2013 

12 Noon - 4:30 PM

TACHS Prep offered
for 8th graders.

Transfers still welcomed

Five Towns College

• No Appointment Necessary • Scholarships Are Still Available • Bring Your Transcripts With You

Final Enrollment Days
Now Through September 6      9 am - 4 pm    

Hurry!
  Classes 

   Start 
      September 3



 BA
CK

 TO
 S

CH
OO

L •
 T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 3

0-
SE

PT
. 5

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

38

TL

The Mary Louis Academy
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OPEN HOUSE
Like no other school. Like no other students.

TACHS Code: 016
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School nurses lead way to healthy year
W hile parents and stu-

dents prep for back-
to-school season, so 

too do the country’s 74,000 
school nurses, who are 
charged with helping main-
tain a healthy, thriving 
student body for the 2013-14 
school year.

The nationwide aver-
age ratio of school nurse 
to students is one to 1,150, 
which is higher than the 
one-to-750 ratio recom-
mended by the National As-
sociation of School Nurses 
and Healthy People. While 
there is a shortage of fund-
ed school nurse positions, 
many states are moving 
to improve their ratios; 
38 states increased their 
school nurse-to-student ra-
tio between 1999 and 2009.

“The health care in-
dustry is shifting toward a 
community-based approach 

to health,” says Dr. Bonnie 
Saucier, president of Cham-
berlain College of Nurs-
ing’s Tinley Park, Ill. cam-
pus. “Community health 
centers, clinics and schools 
all play an important role 
in keeping the population 
healthy. As the health care 
industry focuses on preven-
tion, the school nurse plays 
an even more vital role in 
delivering health and well-
ness programs to students 
and their families.”

School nurses serve to 
remove barriers to learning 
by providing early inter-
vention services - like sco-
liosis and eyesight checks 
- to the entire student body. 
They also manage individ-
ual student cases, which 
include moderating allergy 
triggers or allocating pre-
scribed medication. It is es-
timated that 20 to 30 percent 

of children have chronic 
health conditions. In many 
cases, the school nurse is 
the only health care pro-

fessional students see on a 
regular basis; 9 percent of 
children do not have health 
insurance, which makes 

the role of the school nurse 
even more crucial.

Schools that employ a 
nurse report increased at-
tendance as chronic illness 
is identified and managed; 
teaching staff can focus on 
teaching rather than pro-
viding health care; and less 
strain falls on other health 
services because of reduced 
number of emergency calls, 
according to NASN.

“In order for a stu-
dent to be successful in the 
classroom, he or she has to 
be physically and emotion-
ally well,” says Jennifer 
Joseph, a school nurse in 
Oak Park, Ill., and gradu-
ate of Chamberlain College 
of Nursing’s Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing degree 
program. “As a parent and 
school nurse, knowing my 
kids have access to a bacca-
laureate-prepared nurse in 

their schools makes me feel 
more at ease when I send 
them to school each day.”

BSN degree programs, 
like Chamberlain’s, en-
able students to earn their 
degrees in as few as three 
years of year-round study. 
Chamberlain’s program 
introduces students to a 
variety of work settings - 
including schools - through 
diverse clinical experienc-
es, and allows students to 
enter the workforce faster 
than peers in traditional 
four-year programs.

“Nurses who choose 
to serve in schools have the 
unique responsibility to 
care for students in the ab-
sence of their families,” says 
Dr. Saucier. “The academic 
success and vitality of the 
community starts at the 
school, and the school nurse 
is at the center of it all.”
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Several western 
Queens residents are prais-
ing police from the 114th 
Precinct who they said 
teamed up with the city 
Sanitation Department to 
remove more than one doz-
en shopping carts stuffed 
with garbage around Dutch 
Kills.

“This was just trash 
tied to polls in the neigh-
borhood,” said Community 
Board 1 member George 
Stamatiades. “That kind 
of activity is what brings 
down the neighborhood.”

Residents said that on 
Aug. 16, police located and 
carted away 17 grocery 
carts in and around Dutch 
Kills along with the city’s 
Strongest. In the process, 
officials encountered a man 
who neighbors said claimed 
ownership of the items.

Orlando Martinez, 52, 

who was using the carts, 
was arrested, according to 
sources familiar with the 
case.

He began screaming 
and blocking the entrance 
of the subway at Northern 
Boulevard and 36th Street, 
causing a crowd to form, ac-
cording to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the Queens 
district attorney’s office.

Police said when they 
tried to handcuff him, Mar-
tinez flailed his arms and 
twisted his body, according 
to the complaint. He was 

charged with disorderly 
conduct and resisting ar-
rest, the DA’s office said.

“My understanding 
was there was some per-
sonal effects, even some 
money,” Stamatiades said 
about the contents of the 
carts.

An area resident said 
the contents included hub-
caps, a five-year-old People 
magazine with a $20 bill 
stuffed into Page 10 as well 
as plastic bags with scooped 
dog feces.

Since Martinez’s ar-
rest, residents said they are 
happy to report no more 
new trash-filled carts have 
appeared in the area.

“They are gone. Their 
garbage is gone. The neigh-
borhood is better,” Stama-
tiades said. “Every piece of 
paper that is picked off the 
street improves the street, 
improves the community 
— even one piece of paper.”

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The South Jamaica 
home where a famed chair 
designer died during a fire 
last week had been illegally 
subdivided into four apart-
ments, a spokeswoman for 
the city Buildings Depart-
ment said.

The house, which had 
been OK’d as a two-family 
residence, was also issued 
violations for work without 
permits to create illegal 
apartments, plumbing and 
electrical work performed 
without a permit, defective 
or exposed electrical wir-
ing and an illegal gas stove 
in the cellar, the spokes-
woman said.

Three families had 
been living in separate 
apartments alongside that 
of 83-year-old Charles Pol-
lock, residents said, and the 
tenants can no longer stay 
at the house on 157th Street 

near 115th Avenue until a 
vacate order issued by the 
DOB is lifted, the agency 
said. In addition, the prop-
erty was also cited for fail-
ure to maintain a detached 
garage, the spokeswoman 
said.

“It is illegal for any-
one to occupy the building 
while the vacate order is in 
effect. But the department 
will work with the prop-
erty owner to make sure 
tenants can retrieve essen-
tial belongings,” Buildings 
spokeswoman Gloria Chin 
said in an e-mail.

A spokesman for the 
city Fire Department said 
Wednesday that the fatal 
blaze Aug. 20 stemmed from 
a cooking accident in Pol-
lock’s apartment, and the 
department issued several 
fire safety tips for seniors, 
such as not wearing loose 
clothing around burners.

Pollock’s neighbors 

said when they opened the 
door to his studio to check 
on him, they were met with 
a wall of black smoke and 
a foot and a half of flames. 
They raced outside to call 
emergency responders, 
who later found the elderly 
designer dead inside.

A native of the Detroit 
area, Pollock studied at the 
School of Art and Design at 
the Pratt Institute.

In 1963, he unveiled 
the Pollock Executive 
Chair, which uses rolling 
wheels, for the Knoll com-
pany, which started pro-
ducing the item in 1965 and 
continues to churn out the 
chair. Its design includes 
tufted upholstery and an 
aluminum band around the 
edges.

His former partner, 
Constance Smith, said the 
piece of furniture was prob-
ably the best-selling chair 
of all time.

Chair designer Pollock, 83, died 
in illegal subdivision fi re: FDNY

Roundup of shopping carts 
clears trash in Dutch Kills

A shopping cart is chained up 
in Astoria days after police re-
moved others in Dutch Kills. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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FOCUS ON HEALTH

ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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If kids had their way, pizza, 
chicken fi ngers and French fries 
would make up a signifi cant por-
tion of their diets. But parents 
know they must make kids’ culi-
nary choices for them so young-
sters get all of the vitamins and 
nutrients they need to grow up 
strong and healthy.

Parents also tend to know how 
diffi cult it can be to convince 
kids to embrace healthy eating. 
Healthy eating habits can help 
kids live healthier lives and per-
form better in the classroom, 
while setting them up for a life-
time of making the right choices 
at mealtime. Though encourag-
ing kids to eat healthy may not al-
ways be easy, the following are a 
few tips for parents hoping to fos-
ter healthy eating habits in their 
children.

• Stick to a schedule. Parents 
should establish a regular eat-
ing schedule, for both meals and 
snacks, so kids learn the im-
portance of not skipping meals. 
Kids who learn to eat at regular 
intervals are more likely to con-
tinue doing so as they grow older. 
When kids stick to a meal sched-
ule, they are less likely to overeat 
and they’re likely to have more 
energy throughout the day, which 
should help them stay attentive 
at school and be more engaged in 
their extracurricular activities.  

• Involve kids when choosing 
the menu. Kids might be more ex-
cited about eating healthy when 
you involve them in choosing the 

menu. Invite them along on trips 
to the grocery store and allow 
them to choose one of their favor-
ite foods for the meal in exchange 
for eating the healthy fare you 
have chosen. Parents may end up 
eating a lot of side dishes of maca-
roni and cheese, but their young-
sters will also end up eating their 
vegetables.

• Plan healthy desserts. Des-
sert is often considered an un-
healthy indulgence, but there’s 
plenty of nutritious desserts 
that are so delicious, kids likely 
will not realize they’re eating 
healthy. A dessert of fresh fruit 
and a small serving of yogurt can 
provide the same post-meal re-
freshment as ice cream or cake, 
but it does so with much fewer 
calories and a lot more nutrients 
and vitamins. What’s more, kids 
will come to look at dessert as a 
chance to eat fresh fruits instead 
of an opportunity to load up on 
ice cream or other, less healthy 
alternatives.

• Serve healthy portions. 
Sometimes it’s not just what is 
on the plate but how much is on 
the plate that can be healthy 
or unhealthy. When doling out 
portions for the family, create 
healthy portions so kids are not 
encouraged to overeat. Kids who 
grow up eating healthy portions 
are more likely to continue doing 
so into adulthood. Overeating is 
one of the culprits behind being 
overweight and obese, so kids 

Fostering 
healthy habits 
in children

Continued on Page 42
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who learn to control their portions are 
much less likely to overeat and gain ex-
cess weight.

• Don’t reward kids with food. Some 
parents try to reward youngsters with 
food, allowing kids to indulge in un-
healthy fare in acknowledgement of a 
good report card or something else kids 
should be proud of. But using food as a 
reward is an unhealthy eating habit that 

can lead to problems down the road as 
kids become adults responsible for their 
own eating habits.

• Set a positive example. Kids are 
more likely to eat healthy when mom 
and dad are healthy eaters. If your fi rst 
choice at snack time is to reach for a bag 
of potato chips, then don’t be surprised 
when your kids opt for chips over health-
ier fare like a piece of fruit. “Do as I say, 
not as I do” is a tough sell to youngsters 
when it comes to their eating habits, so 
parents should set a positive example for 
their kids by ensuring their own diets 
are healthy.  

Continued from Page 41

Healthy habits

Eating healthy should be 
a goal for men and women 
alike, but many men feel 
a healthy diet is one that’s 
not necessarily that macho, 
and certainly not very fl a-
vorful. But a healthy diet 
boosts your energy while 
helping to fi ght disease.

The idea that a healthy 
diet is one devoid of fl avor 
is a misconception. In fact, 
many men don’t have to 
give up their favorite foods 
to make their diets health-
ier, they just have to give up 
eating so much of their fa-
vorite foods. The following 
are a few ways men can eat 
healthy without sacrifi cing 
all the foods they love.

• Choose lean cuts. Eat-
ing too much meat has been 
linked to heart disease, but 
that doesn’t mean men have 
to give up steak entirely. 
Instead, choose lean cuts 
of beef when eating meat. 
The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture de-
fi nes a lean cut of beef as a 
3.5-ounce serving that has 
less than 10 grams of fat, 
4.5 grams of saturated fat, 
and 95 milligrams of cho-
lesterol. Ambitious men 
can even opt for extra-lean 
cuts of beef, which have less 
than fi ve grams of total fat, 
two grams of saturated fat, 
and 95 milligrams of choles-
terol per 3.5-ounce serving. 
According to the Depart-
ment, examples of extra-
lean cuts of beef include eye 
of round roast or steak, sir-
loin tip side steak, bottom 

round roast and steak, and 
top sirloin steak.

While it’s good to choose 
lean or extra-lean cuts of 
beef, it’s still best to avoid 
overdoing it with regard 
to red meat. Eating less 
red meat makes it easier to 
maintain a healthy weight 
and keep your blood pres-
sure down.

• Embrace whole grains. 
Bread is a beloved food 
for many men, and, if cho-
sen wisely, it can even be 
healthy and help prevent 
disease. Whole-grain bread, 
for instance, can boost 
energy levels while help-
ing men maintain healthy 
weights. The American So-
ciety for Clinical Nutrition 
notes that studies dating 
back several decades have 
provided strong support 
that whole grains play a 
benefi cial role in reducing 
risk for coronary heart dis-
ease, diabetes, and cancer. 
And it’s now easier than 
ever before for men to in-
clude whole grains in their 
diets, as whole-grain pastas 
and cereals are available 
at more and more grocery 
stores.

• Avoid saturated fat. 
England’s National Health 
Service notes that a diet 
heavy in saturated fat is 
likely to increase the cho-
lesterol in your blood, 
which increases your risk 
for heart attack, stroke, 
and atherosclerosis, a po-
tentially deadly condition 
where the body’s medium 

and large arteries become 
clogged. Saturated fat can 
be found in a host of foods, 
including butter, whole 
milk, hard cheeses, and 
fatty meats or meat prod-
ucts such as sausage. But 
foods such as beans, fi sh, 
and skinless poultry, each 
of which provide lots of pro-
tein, are not heavy in satu-
rated fat, and can be just 
as delicious if not more so. 
What’s more, fi sh and poul-
try are considered complete 
proteins, which means 
they contain the necessary 
amino acids to help the body 
build new proteins, keeping 
the body’s various systems 
in good shape.

• Keep a schedule. Many 
men will only eat when 
they’re hungry, which leads 
to overeating. Instead of al-
lowing hunger to dictate 
when you eat, keep a steady 
schedule, ideally eating 
every four to fi ve hours so 
your body is getting the fuel 
it needs throughout the day. 
When eating, be sure por-
tions are small. Once your 
body grows accustomed to 
smaller portions every four 
or fi ve hours, you can ex-
pect to feel more energized 
during the day, and you will 
likely notice it’s easier to 
maintain a healthy weight.

Eating healthy is no lon-
ger done at the expense of a 
fl avorful diet. Men can em-
ploy a host of healthy eating 
strategies and still enjoy 
their favorite foods. 

Men can eat healthy, too

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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FOCUS ON HEALTH

When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!
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LATE PAGE

BY JOE ANUTA

The city voted last 
week to approve the $1 bil-
lion Hallets Point project 
that is slated to bring near-
ly 2,000 residential units to 
the Astoria waterfront.

The City Planning 
Commission gave the green 
light Aug. 21 to send the 
plan, submitted by Lincoln 
Equities Group, to its final 
review in the City Council, 
which has 50 days to make 
a decision.

“We are very excited 
that the city has put a stamp 
of approval on our project 
and we look forward to 
continuing to talk to local 
officials and community 
members to make Hallets 
Point a reality. With new 
housing, shops and a water-
front esplanade, this trans-

formational development 
will take a neighborhood 
that has been neglected for 
years and make it a des-
tination for people from 
across the borough,” said 
Brad Groznik, spokesman 
for the project.

The mixed-use towers 
would share the peninsula 
with Astoria Houses and 
bring along much-needed 
amenities like a grocery 
store, retail and plans for 
a school in the process, ac-
cording to the developer 
and representatives from 
the community, who have 
long complained about a 
sense of isolation.

Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) has 
said he is in support of the 
project, but would like to 
see transportation infra-
structure like ferry service 
included to accommodate 

the influx of residents.
The residential towers 

would include 1,921 market-
rate units, a few waterfront 
townhouses and 483 afford-
able units geared toward 
senior citizens, according 
to Lincoln Equities. A pub-
licly accessible park would 
stretch along the coast as 
well.

The project is situated 
on 26th Avenue between the 
waterfront and as far east 
as 9th Street, and the Asto-
ria Houses development is 
on the project’s south side.

Should lawmakers give 
their stamp of approval, the 
developer hopes to break 
ground next year.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg opened a new 
waterfront park in Long 
Island City Wednesday two 
days after City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) announced 
the allocation of $2.5 mil-
lion for the restoration of 
Queensbridge Park.

“Opening up more 
of our city’s waterfront 
for public enjoyment has 
been a top priority for 
this administration,” said 
Bloomberg. “Around the 
city, we’ve reclaimed aban-
doned or neglected parts of 
our waterfront and turned 
them into innovative open 
spaces. I know that Hunt-
ers Point South Waterfront 
Park will quickly join the 
list of beloved greenspaces 
along our city’s shores.”

Construction of the 
Hunters Point South Wa-

terfront Park project, as 
well as the roadway’s de-
sign and construction, was 
led by the city Economic 
Development Corp. The 
park, which also features 
an adult fitness area, a dog 
run, a garden that incorpo-
rates historic rail tracks on 
the site with vegetation and 
a small beach, is operated 
and maintained by the city 
Parks Department.

The project is be open 
for the 2013-14 academic 
year.

Hunters Point South 
Waterfront Park and re-
lated structures were built 
at a cost of $66 million, fi-
nanced primarily by the 
city Department of Hous-
ing. The Federal Highways 
Administration provided 
$1.56 million for roadway 
development, administered 
through the state Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
while the Council provided 

$320,000 for natural turf in 
the park.

“The opening of Hunt-
ers Point South Waterfront 
Park is another step for-
ward in the revitalization 
of Queens’ East River Wa-
terfront,” said Borough 
President Helen Marshall.

As for Queensboro 
Park, Van Bramer said, 
“it is extremely important 
that every single senior 
and child who lives in 
Queens knows that our city 
has allocated every single 
cent so we could make sure 
that western Queens has 
a park that rivals Central 
Park in Manhattan or any 
other park in the city of 
New York.

“Queensbridge Park 
is a jewel within western 
Queens. We have com-
menced another project, 
which is part of the ongoing 
revitalization of Queens-
bridge Park.”

Hunters Point S. park opens
with Queensbridge space next

Hallets Point plan heads 
for city’s fi nal approval

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 
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BY PHIL CORSO

Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43
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BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 22 No. 26 
60 total pages

CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Nearly two decades before Walt 
Disney envisioned Tomorrowland 
for his amusement park in Los Ange-
les’ suburbs, thousands stood on line 
daily to get a glimpse of Futurama 
at the 1939 World’s Fair in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

The 50,000-square-foot building, 
created by General Motors, offered 
fairgoers a chance to imagine life 30 
years out with its model of a 1960s 
city. Visitors marveled at the all-elec-
tric kitchen, air conditioners, televi-
sion and color photographic film. 

“It must have been amazing,” 
Louise Weinberg, registrar-archivist 
for the Queens Museum, said. “That’s 
all I can say, just amazing.”

Then, after perusing what the 
world — according to GM — had in 
store for them, fairgoers flocked 
to the souvenir stands to sweep up 
drinking glasses, cutlery, pennants, 
coloring books and anything else 
with a World’s Fair logo to commem-
orate their time in Queens. 

Now on the eve of the ’39 World’s 
Fair 75th anniversary, and the 50th 
anniversary of the 1964 counterpart, 
those baubles and trinkets are the 
centerpiece of a joint-venture be-
tween the Queens Museum and the 
Museum of the City of New York, as 
archivists for the first time catalog 
the extensive fair-related collections 
from both institutions. 

A grant from the Council on Li-
brary and Information Resources will 

fund the 16-month project.
“It’s really been a hidden collec-

tion,” said Annie Tummino, CLIR 
project archivist. “We are going to 
bring all of the donations, small and 
large, under one umbrella. Basically, 
we will create one guide for the whole 
collection.”

As part of the project, archivists 
will catalog and describe about 1,500 
objects including photographs, of-
ficial documents, renderings and 
even a bumper sticker or two. Mu-
seum personnel will pore over each 
item and note its condition, its mate-
rial makeup and whether it relates to 
the 1939 or 1964 fair. Materials will 
then be grouped by category, such as 
amusement, production and trans-
portation. And if available, descrip-
tions will include information and 
biographical details about the people 
who donated each item. 

COLLECTIONS

WORLD’S 

FAIR
COMING 
TOGETHER

This early color photograph of visitors strolling the grounds of the 1939 World’s Fair is part of the Museum of the City of New York’s collection. Photo courtesy Museum of the City of New York

Queens Museum joins City of New York Museum
to establish archive of 1939 and 1964 memorabilia

Continued on Page 48
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Answers in Sports

DUCALE RISTORANTE 
3rd Anniversary

Customer Appreciation Week!

Appetizers Choice of
Fried Calamari  Soup of the Day

Tricolore Salad  Eggplant Parmigiana
Main Course Choice of

Veal Marsala  Chicken Parmigiana  Filet of Sole Francais       
Penne Alla Vodka with Grilled Chicken

Dessert Choice of
Homemade Tiramisu  Spumoni  Italian Cheesecake  Tortoni

Includes Coffee or Tea and Glass of Wine!

Sunday, September 1st–Thursday, September 5th 
(5 DAYS ONLY)

718.767.4699
12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY
12NOON to 11PM Every Day

Ducalewhitestone.com

PRICE FIXED MENU $16.95

Reservations Necessary
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BY CAROLL ALVARADO

For the past 26 years, 
Maria Teresa Crespo has 
been dishing up Ecuador-
ian specialities from a 
street corner in Corona, 
and she was recently rec-
ognized for her tasty treats 
as part of an annual food 
truck competition.

La Cholita Cuencana, 
Crespo’s cart which occu-
pies the corner of Roosevelt 
Avenue and Junction Bou-
levard six days per week, 
has become a staple in the 
neighborhood’s Hispanic 
community and stands to 
become the first Ecuador-
ian truck to take home 
a NYC Vendy cup in the 
dessert category. Crespo’s 
take on the traditional Ec-
uadorian dish, espumilla, 
was selected as a finalist 
for a Vendy award, which 
she will compete for next 

month, even though she 
has only been making it for 
three years.

The mousse-like des-
sert made of egg whites, 
sugar and fruit and then 
blended using a mixer, is 
only made by Crespo dur-
ing the winter and fall. Her 
first attempt at making es-
pumilla came about three 
years ago, when a friend 
from Ecuador taught her 
how to make it. Since then 
Crespo’s interest in making 
the treat has taken off and 
has become a staple part of 
Crespo’s Food Cart menu. 

“People come up to me 
and no longer order espu-
milla on a cone. They now 
come to me with trays and 
order trays of espumilla 
to take back home to their 
families,“ Crespo said in 
Spanish. 

“They buy it in all fla-
vors, blackberry and guava 

and some even like the fla-
vors mixed” she said.  

Last week, customers 
lined up on the side of the 
cart raved about the des-
sert.

“The best part about 
her espumilla is that it’s 
not too sweet and tastes 
perfect,” said Ridgewood 
resident Mery Sarmiento,  

But desserts aren’t all 

Crespo is known for. 
She is also the former 

president of the association 
of street vendors known as 
the “Vendedoras Ambulan-
tes de la Roosevelt.” 

And Crespo’s charm 
has gained her the respect 
and love of the neighbor-
hood, her customers said. 
She has been recognized 
as a leader in her commu-
nity for her work to combat 
discrimination against im-
migrant street vendors and 
was honored by Ecuador-
ian President Rafael Cor-
rea, who once invited her 
to lunch.  

Crespo’s food truck has 
also been added to a variety 
of food tours in the city.

At the Sept. 7 award 
ceremony in Brooklyn’s 
Industrial City, Crespo’s 
creations will be up against 
other desserts like Carpe 
Donut’s, Organic Apple Ci-
der Donuts and Del’s Fro-
zen Lemonade.

There her espumilla 
will have the chance to be 
crowned New York City’s 
best sweet on the street. 

Corona cart vendor nominated for culinary prize 
Maria Teresa Crespo’s Ecuadorian-style mousse in running for 2013 NYC Vendy Cup’s dessert award

Maria Teresa Crespo’s espumilla was nonimated for a Vendy award. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

NEW!  
NOW OPEN 6PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT

THURSDAY NIGHTS

FEATURING

WALTER FINLEY & GUESTS
LIVE PERFORMANCE STARTING AT 7PM UNTIL 11PM
HAND ROLLED LIVE CIGAR BAR

FRIDAY NIGHTS

EVERY WEEK
MUSIC STARTS AT 9PM

A CELEBRATION OF THE NYC SKYLINE EVERY 
SATURDAY NIGHT. THE HOTTEST TOP 40 & MIXED 
FORMAT MUSIC PLAYED BY CELEBRITY DJ’S
SUNSET MIX STARTS AT 7PM

All Events: Rain or Shine  |  Doors open at 6pm
Drink specials from 6pm – 9pm

11-01 43RD AVE  |  LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  |  212.319.7000  |  WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Rooftop 
workouts 

& yoga 

zhotelny.com/
z-wellness
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 27.  Dickens's Heep
 28.  Petroleum derivative sold  
  in drugstores
 30.  Japanese port
 31.  Explode
 32.  Monopoly income
 34.  "...upon receipt ___"
 39.  Gave the cold shoulder
 40.  Marsh plant
 45.  Doris of "Pillow Talk"
 47.  Pass, as time
 48.  Verb in Rogaine ads
 49.  Bellow in the bookstore?
 53.  Oozes
 54.  Scheme
 55.  Smidgen
 56.  Air
 57.  Wrinkly fruit
 58.  Grated lemon rind
 59.  Bad day for Caesar
 62.  Lord's Prayer start
 63.  Starter's need

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 30 - September 5, 2013

By Ed Canty

Numbers Game
Across

 1.  Steamers
 6.  Birds in barns
 10.  Scattered, as seeds
 14.  Torah expert
 15.  Caspian Sea feeder
 16.  Canyon sound
 17.  Revolving door 
  recommendation
 19.  Not on the rocks
 20.  Treat like a dog?
 21.  Get rid of
 22.  Infuse with an antiseptic
 24.  Tennis star Kournikova
 25.  Witty Nash
 26.  Autumn bloomers
 29.  Bike, e.g.
 33.  March marchers
 35.  Calls the bet
 36.  Anger
 37.  Clamor
 38.  Gofer's jobs
 41.  Convent dweller
 42.  Motor oil abbr.
 43.  Smell
 44.  Skilled
 46.  The Story of The  
  _______
 50.  Sciences' partner
 51.  One way to read
 52.  "No problem!"
 54.  Oriental dish of meat and  
  rice (Var.)
 56.  Malaria symptom
 57.  Compact weapon
 60.  Windy City business  
  district
 61.  Like cats and dogs
 64.  Elevator inventor
 65.  Mark's replacement
 66.  Sign of life

 67.  A fisherman may spin one
 68.  Poker variety
 69.  Piques

Down
 1.  Jockey's whip
 2.  Runner's assignment
 3.  Assist, in a way
 4.  Second degree?
 5.  Keep under wraps
 6.  Jesse James, e.g.
 7.  Habeas corpus, e.g.
 8.  On the ___ (fleeing)
 9.  Rode over snow
 10.  Name on an envelope
 11.  Queen Elizabeth, for one
 12.  Second baseman in a  
  noted comedy routine
 13.  Musical mark
 18.  Bee or Em
 23.  Texas oil city
 24.  Biblical beast
 25.  "A Prayer for ___ Meany"
 26.  Center

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SHOW THE WAY
B A L L S O M A N M O L E
A L I O N H A R E C H I A
T A K E A I L E S G E M S
W E S T P O I N T C A D E T

S C R T E A R
K O A H E R A D U R E S S
A R G O G U N S S E T T O
P O I N T O F N O R E T U R N
P U R E E F A R E T I E A
A T L A S T S E A L S P R

C L O T C A D
E X T R A P O I N T K I C K
E V O O C O N E E M A I L
R I O S A T T A R E L E E
S I T S T H O R S A L V O

“It will be, here’s this 
object and here’s its prov-
enance,” said Tummino. 

Once they finish with 
the Manhattan portion, ar-
chivists will head to Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
to tackle the Queens Mu-
seum’s much larger World 
Fair’s collection. 

The Queens building 

is in the midst of a major 
renovation project, but 
even before the contractors 
rolled in, very few of its 
World’s Fair objects were 
on display. For the last 4 1/2 
years, most of the objects 
have been tucked away in 
boxes at a facility in Long 
Island City. 

“It’s a great collec-
tion that has been hidden,” 
Weinberg said. “The grant 

will help reveal these hid-
den collections.”

When she first stum-
bled upon the grant, Wein-
berg knew it would be a way 
to help organize everything 
World’s Fair-related float-
ing through the museum 
and at its storage locations. 
But rather than attempt to 
tackle the job alone, Wein-
berg realized hooking up 
with the Museum of the 
City of New York, which 
had its own collection of 
fair paraphernalia and a 

bigger staff, would 
benefit both organi-
zations. 

“I knew that 
they had a large in-
frastructure and we 
had the content,” 
Weinberg said. 

So she placed a 
call to Manhattan.

Officials at the 
Museum of the City 
of New York jumped 
at the chance to link 
up with Weinberg 
on the project. 

“Our collec-
tion is too small to 
get a grant. Their 
collection was too 

large for one person to 
process,” Lindsay Turley, 
manuscripts and reference 
archivist at the Museum 
of the City of New York, 
said. “We had a archivist to 
bring to the project. So we 
united the two collections 
together.”

Once archivists com-

plete their research on 
those 1,500 pieces, the find-
ings will be incorporated 
into the Queens Library 
database. Which means, 
Weinberg said, that for the 
first time World Fair’s re-
searchers will be able to 
type in a word or phrase 
and be able to find what 

they are looking for. 
“Not only is this won-

derful for us to have these 
professionals make order 
out of this chaos,” Wein-
berg said. “But, if I’m doing 
research I don’t want to go 
to a box marked ‘World’s 
Fair.’”                 

Continued from Page 45

WORLD’S FAIR

These are some of the items from the 1964 World’s Fair that are 
part of the Museum of the City of New York’s collection. 
 Photo courtesy Museum of the City of New York

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

LOBSTER SPECIALS 
Friday And Saturday Nights!

ENJOY LUNCH, DINNER & SUNDAY BRUNCH ON THE DECK
Live Piano Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings

Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available

Our Deck Is Open!

OPEN LABOR DAY SEPTEMBER 1ST (CLOSED TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND)
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OCEANIA STREET FESTIVAL ‘55
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7

Celebrating 55 Years Noon to 9 PM
FOOD ENTERTAINMENT ATTRACTIONS

Bring this color ad for $5.00 off a complete meal

FREE ADMISSION
Ample Sheltered Outdoor Seating

RAIN DATE - Sunday, September 8

209-15 Horace Harding Expwy  Bayside, New York 11364
www.holy-martyrs.org 

A Community Af fairs Program of the Armenian Church of the Holy Mar tyrs
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FILM

Beach Flix — The Rockaway Civic 
presents free movies shown at 
the beach at various locations 
on the Peninsula. Bring blankets, 
beach chairs and a picnic.
When: Friday, Aug. 30, 
“Despicable Me,” 7:31 pm; Friday, 
Sept. 6, “Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory” (1971), 7:20 
pm (In case of rain, movies 
delayed to Saturday night)
Where: Beach 121st Street
Cost: Free
Website: www.
rockawaybeachfl ix.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Arthur Ashe Inspirational 
Tour — A multimedia exhibit 
including virtual motion 
paintings, educational and 
recreational touchscreens that 

explore Ashe’s legacy. 
When: Through Sept. 9, Monday to 
Friday, 9:30 am - 5 pm, Saturday 
and Sunday, 10 am - 6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: Free admission for all to 
the NYSCI during the run of this 
exhibit
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Swingin’ with the All Stars: 
Louis Armstrong and Baseball 
— The jazz legend was an avid 
Mets and Dodger’s (Brooklyn 
that is) fan. This exhibit 
includes photos of Satchmo 
with the top players of the 
day and other personal items 
pertaining to his passion.
When: Tuesday to Friday, 10 am 
- 5 pm; Saturday and Sunday, 
Noon to 5 pm; through Aug. 31
Where: Louis Armstong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th St., Corona

Cost: $10/adults, $7/seniors, 
students and children
Contact: (718) 478-8274
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

EXPO 1: New York — MoMA PS1 
in Long Island City presents an 
exhibit that looks at ecological 
challenges within economic and 
socio-political instability of the 
early 21st century. 
When: Through Sept. 2
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/suggested, $5/
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

EcoHouse Exhibit — The 
Community Environmental Center 
EcoHouse is a mobile, interactive 
exhibit that allows you to see 
behind the walls and underneath 
the fl oor of a home. Learn how 
to save energy and money while 
protecting the environment. 
When: Through Aug. 31
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free with regular garden 
admission, $4/adults, $3/
seniors, $2/students with ID 
and children
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

PRODUCTIONS

UNFringed Festival — This 
newly created, 17-day festival 
includes multiple performances 
of fi ve new plays: “The Twine” by 
Lavinia Roberts, “After Eternity” 
by Eugenie Carabastos, “Jaded 
The Musical” by Hillary Hawkins, 
“Eden 2000Ðby Max Lehman and 
“Fourteen-Hundred and Sixty 
Sketches of Your Left Hand” 
by Duncan Pfl aster. Audience 
members and a panel of judges 
will then vote on Best Play, Best 
Actor and Best Actress.
When: Through Sept. 1, Tuesday 
- Thursday at 8 pm, Friday 
beginning at 7 pm, Saturday 
beginning at 4 pm, Sunday at 
7 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/at door
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Webiste: www.secrettheatre.com

“Boeing, Boeing” — The 
Rockaway Theatre Co. presents 
Marc Camoletti’s Boulevard 
comedy centers on swinging 
1960s bachelor Bernard who 
juggles three stewardesses, 

who each believe they’re 
engaged to him, whenever 
their work brings them to Paris. 
All goes well, until his friend 
Robert and the three women 
show up at the same time.
When: Sept. 20-22, Sept. 27-29 
and Oct. 4-6; Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15, $12/seniors, students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

AUDITIONS

Douglaston Community 
Theatre — The group will hold 
auditions on Sept. 9 and 10 
for its upcoming production 
of “The Second Time Around” 
by Henry Denker. The show 
revolves around an older 
widow and widower who 
decide to live together without 
getting married to save their 
Social Security benefi ts. 
Roles range in ages from 
early 70s to college-aged 
students. Performances will 
be in November. Auditions 

will be held at Zion Episcopal 
Church Hall on Church Street 
in Douglaston. For more 
information, contact Marilyn 
Welsher at (516) 623-3692

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 
recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” in the 
subject line. Include contact 
information and how you might 
like to volunteer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A garden grows in 
Flushing.  

Even though fall is on 
the way, an unexpected sur-
prise — a colorful commu-
nity garden — has bloomed 
in a neighborhood hospital.  

Its seeds were planted 
by artists made up of pa-
tients, hospital employees 
and community members, 
with a creative streak.  It 
was a labor of love.

At 56-45 Main St. in 
Flushing, New York Hospi-
tal Queens’ growing Com-
munity Art Garden adorns 
a main corridor and proud-
ly boasts its first blooms. 
While not flowers, these 
are a series of works paint-
ed with bright acrylic on 
canvas, conveying relevant 
themes about wellness, 
healing and compassion. 
And also about community 
and anything else that says 
Queens. 

At a reception held last 

week, participating 
artists and other visi-
tors were invited to 
view the garden’s first 
installation. 

“The artwork we 
received is very im-
pressive. The response 
to the art garden has 
been extremely posi-
tive from patients, vis-
itors and employees,” 
said Kerry McHale, co-
ordinator of public af-
fairs, who spearhead-
ed this project. “I look 
forward to Phase 2 of 
this project and seeing 
the garden grow.”

Among the works 
was a collection of 
wonderfully symbolic 
paintings created 
by employees from 
NYHQ’s Department 
of Orthopaedics & 
Rehabilitation.  They 
included, cheerful 
’scapes, hands hold-
ing the world and even a 
comical piece with flowers, 

which were growing out 
of the open top of a man’s 

head. The poor guy had a 
puzzled look on his face.

A Queens native, 
artist Raina Panag-
iotopoulos graduated 
from Queens College 
with a bachelor’s de-
gree in Fine Art and 
Art Education.  Her 
work, “Queens Love,” 
combined all the great 
stuff this borough is 
known for:  Its mul-
ticultural aspect, its 
iconic Unisphere in 
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, and, of 
course, the No. 7 train, 
which seems to con-
nect it all as it wound 
its way across the can-
vas.

During the recep-
tion, blank 12” x 12” 
canvases were distrib-
uted for the next phase 
of the Community Art 
Garden. Artist garden-
ers are being asked to 
convey one or more of 
the aforementioned 

themes in their works.
“The art garden 

brings joy and inspiration 
to our patients and visitors. 
It enhances the look of the 
corridor and is very uplift-
ing,” said Anita Liu-Chen, 
O.T.R./L., C.L.T., adminis-
trative director of Occupa-
tional Therapy, Physical 
Therapy, and Speech Pa-
thology.

As it grows, the garden 
will keep bringing smiles 
to people’s faces. Did you 
know that smiling pro-
motes health and wellness?

Artists can pick up and 
drop off blank canvases at:  
The Department of Volun-
teer Services in the hospital, 
56-45 Main St., Flushing, 
(Monday through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.)  Paintings 
and signed release forms 
must be submitted by Sept. 
30, to the Department of Vol-
unteer Services. For addi-
tional information or ques-
tions about the Community 
Art Garden, contact the Di-
vision of Public Affairs and 
Marketing at 718-670-1065.

Art project blooms at NY Hospital Queens

Queens native Raina Panagiotopoulos’ painting “Queens Love” is part 
of the Art Garden display at New York Hospital Queens. 

Photo courtesy New York Hospital Queens

for the children of those who died from 
working on the 9/11 World Trade Center pile.

Saturday, September 7th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00AM
-Children 10 & under FREE -

Refreshments provided
Please make checks payable to the Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund.

72-02 Astoria Blvd. East Elmhurst, NY 11370
For information contact: Ed Horn at 718-278-3240

Registration 
Available  
By Mail
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

A former community 
board manager and local 
activist was honored this 
weekend when a Jackson 
Heights street was co-
named for her.

Community members 
gathered Sunday at 34th 
and 73rd avenues to rec-
ognize Mary Sarro for her 
contributions to Queens.

Sarro served 19 years 
as the district manager of 
Community Board 3, which 
comprises East Elmhurst, 
Jackson Heights and North 
Corona.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said Sarro’s dedi-
cation to the community 
helped clear the way for the 
borough’s first lesbian and 
gay pride parade in 1993.

“Mary Sarro was a be-
loved member of the Jack-
son Heights community,” 
he said. “Few could equal 
her commitment and love 
for Community Board 3. 
She is sorely missed by 
all.”

Sarro grew up in the 
West Village and moved 
with her family to Jackson 
Heights in 1952. She stud-
ied at New York University 
and later served as a board 
member before becoming 
district manager. An early 
advocate of LGBT rights, 
she helped persuade 115th 
Precinct police that the 
community wanted its first 
gay pride parade.

Sarro died at the age of 
85 last August of cancer.

Among Sarro’s accom-
plishments are the addi-
tion of trees and boulders 
in Landing Lights Park, 
one-way streets and the in-
stallation of traffic lights at 
several intersections.

Sarro also worked for 
the enforcement of livery 
cab laws, new schools and 
better relations with the 
Port Authority and La-
Guardia Airport.

After her retirement 
from the board, she served 
as sergeant-at-arms for the 
115th Precinct Community 
Council. She was involved 
in the North Queens Hom-
eowners Civic Association, 
the United Community 
Civic Association and the 
Jackson Heights Beautifi-
cation Group. She founded 
the Catherine M. Sheridan 
Senior Citizen Center and 
helped establish a Jackson 
Heights Historic District.

Democratic District 
Leader Maureen Allen, 
Sarro’s friend of 35 years, 
said the community lost a 
friend and advocate.

“Marry Sarro was a 
wonderful woman — stub-
born, opinionated, sweet 
and she had a heart of 
gold,” Allen said. “She was 
also tough as nails when 
she needed to be.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

As it moves into the 
last full month of a ma-
jor expansion project, the 
Queens Museum learned 
Tuesday it will receive an-
other monetary boost from 
the city toward paying the 
bill.

The city Office of Man-
agement and Budget ap-
proved Borough President 
Helen Marshall’s request 
for a little more than $18 
million in capital funds for 
the Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park institution.

“The Queens Museum 
of Art has been a crown 
jewel among our borough’s 
cultural offerings and this 
expansion will allow it 
to become an even more 
stunning and engaging fa-
cility,” Marshall said in a 
statement.

When it opens in Oc-
tober, the museum will 
double its size to 100,000 
square feet by moving into 
the southern half of the 
New York City Building. 
It currently occupies just 
the northern portion of the 
structure.

The project will also 
add a 220-foot-long illu-
minated glass facade and 
entry plaza on the Grand 
Central Parkway side of 
the building, a new en-
trance and expanded out-
door space on the Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park side 
of the facility and a new 
sky-lit atrium.

To date, the city budget 
office has approved spend-
ing Marshall’s $18.02 mil-
lion capital request, $19.8 
million from the mayor’s 

office and $6.7 million from 
the City Council.

Combined with $12.9 
million raised in private 
funds, the museum has 
been authorized to spend 
$57.5 million on the project.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A Staten Island man 

has been charged with tak-
ing police on a high-speed 
chase while under the in-
fluence of alcohol, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said last week

According to the DA, 
Chester Deespina, 31, of 
6 Hamilton St., allegedly 
sideswiped a vehicle near 
106th Street at 109th Av-
enue in Ozone Park Aug. 
21. Soon after, two police 
officers in an unmarked 
car observed Deespina, 
in his 2003 Nissan, run a 
steady red light at Liberty 
Avenue and 120th Street in 
South Richmond Hill, the 
DA said.

The police officers then 

pursued him, but Deespina 
allegedly failed to stop, the 
DA said. Police contend 
that Deespina sped away 
from them, at times reach-
ing speeds of more than 80 
mph, ran through 10 other 
red lights and drove the 
wrong way down a one-way 
street.

The pursuit ended 
when Deespina allegedly 
slammed into a vehicle, 
which was occupied by five 
people, at the intersection 
of Atlantic and Van Siclen 
avenues in Brooklyn, the 
DA said.

Police said Deespina 
smelled of alcohol, had 
bloodshot and watery eyes 
and slurred as he spoke, 
according to the DA. Police 
said they allegedly removed 

two empty Corona beer 
bottles from Deespina’s ve-
hicle.

Deespina suffered a 
broken hip in the crash and 
was hospitalized. He alleg-
edly refused to take a blood 
test at the hospital, the DA 
said.

Deespina has been 
charged with assault, reck-
less endangerment, unlaw-
ful fleeing of a police officer 
in a motor vehicle, operat-
ing a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of alco-
hol and various other traf-

A high-speed police chase ends when an alleged drunk-
en driver crashed into a vehicle last week, the DA says. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

An interior rendering of the Queens Museum looking east toward Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 
Image courtesy Queens Museum

Drunken man led cops on chase: DA

Queens Museum to get $18M
City approves Marshall’s fund request to help institution expand

Jackson Hts. street
renamed for activist

Community leaders honor Mary Sarro, a former Jackson Heights 
district manager, in a co-naming ceremony. 

Courtesy Daniel Dromm
Continued on Page 58
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South Jamaica and beyond, 
no longer exist or are strug-
gling for funding, she said.

And Saturday’s event 
also served to open dialogue 
about police relations.

“The kids, they have 
no idea about the trag-
edy behind the name Sean 
Bell,” she said.

The mother of two 

said she sometimes has to 
explain how Bell died to 
children who were not born 
or too young at the time to 
remember.

“We want the kids to 
know that you can trust 
the police because when 
you need help, you should 
talk to a police officer, but 
we also want them to know 
we are working on building 
relationships with the po-
lice,” Paultre-Bell said.

ogy onto the tarmac in or-
der to help curb the racket.

Vallone said he would 
use his capital allocations 
to fund schools, parks and 
health care improvements 
in the borough and would 
not necessarily make a 
carbon copy of Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 

allocations.
He would also exercise 

one of the borough presi-
dent’s powers that Marshall 
has rarely taken advantage 
of: introducing legislation 
into the Council.

Vallone cited his part-
nership with Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
in reintroducing a bill to 
create a registry of gun 
offenders in the five bor-
oughs.

Continued from Page 25 

Bell

Continued from Page 5 

Vallone

Health
Information 
Technology1

www.PlazaCollege.edu
74-09 37 AVE., JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

The integral part of the “behind 
the scenes” medical field

1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

MEDICAL ASSISTING1

Begin your career with a degree in
a field that gives you the clinical
experience to care for patients:

www.PlazaCollege.edu
1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

ers and union members 
contribute more to their 
benefits and believes the 
minimum wage should be 
equal to the wage of the 
lowest-paid union worker 
in the city.

On development, Rah-
man would not press for 
higher density buildings in 
the area if elected.

“We need some play-
grounds, but no more devel-
opment in my district,” he 
said. “It is already overde-
veloped.”

This is not his first at-
tempt at elected office.

Rahman ran a con-

troversial race against 
now-City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) in 2009, where he 
said the openly gay legisla-
tor was promoting an LGBT 
agenda by advocating for 
same-sex marriage laws.

But Rahman said re-
cently his religious beliefs 
are separate from his social 
outlook, and he respects 
the laws of the state. He de-
nies any ill-will toward the 
LGBT community and said 
while in college he rallied 
in support of gay rights.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

the Springfield-Rosedale 
Community Action Asso-
ciation also helps him un-
derstand the needs of the 
community, he said.

One issue Brown iden-
tified as a problem is the 
use of Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and 
other relief resources in 
the community after Hur-
ricane Sandy. He pointed to 
the many families who still 
have not been relocated 
months after the storm.

But he acknowledged 
that problems throughout 
the community cannot be 
addressed with one an-
swer. Different neighbor-
hoods, especially in the 
Rockaways, are segmented 
and community problems 
should be handled individ-
ually.

“You can’t just sit 
from the sidelines and say, 
‘These are the issues in 
the Rockaways, and we’re 
going to resolve them,’” he 
said. “They’re segments. 
You have to go into each of 
the pockets of the segments 
to understand them.”

While three of four 
contenders are Democrats, 
there is one lone Republi-
can: Sherie Murray.

Murray said she would 
first focus on jobs because 
the district suffers from an 
especially high unemploy-
ment rate.

She said development 
and other construction 
projects could be a way 

to bring jobs to the com-
munity. An example is 
Brookville Park: Murray 
said she would like to see a 
community pool added to it. 
If this were to happen, local 
residents with experience 
in construction could have 
first priority for job open-
ings, she said.

Another issue is public 
transit, especially for the 
Rockaways, she said. She 
supports reactivating the 
Rockaway Beach branch of 
the Long Island Rail Road, 
which has become a contro-
versial issue since a group 
of Queens residents are 
trying to turn the decom-
missioned rail line into a 
linear park similar to Man-
hattan’s High Line.

Murray also said she 
would work to implement 
full ferry service. Bet-
ter public transportation 
would help the Rockaways 
become an “ultimate beach 
destination” and keep some 
tourism within the bor-
ough, she said.

“I hope I will be elect-
ed so we can begin to do 
some wonderful things for 
the residents in the Rock-
aways,” she said. “That way 
they will no longer feel like 
they are left out of the con-
versation and the decision-
making process.”

Richards, Duncan and 
Brown will face one an-
other in the city’s primary 
election Sept. 10. The win-
ner will square off against 
Murray in the general elec-
tion Nov. 5.

Continued from Page 16 
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Rahman

open next month, at 207-01 
116th St.

The school was ap-
proved in March by the city 
Panel for Educational Pol-
icy, which voted to phase 
in one grade a year until 
the 2016 school year as it 
simultaneously phases out 
two low-performing high 
schools at the campus: Law, 
Government & Community 
Service and Business, Com-
puter Applications and En-
trepreneurship.

The schools were cre-
ated in 1994, when the then-
Board of Education broke 
Andrew Jackson High 
down into four smaller, the-
matic schools.

Andrew Jackson had a 
notorious reputation for vi-
olence and drug use, along 
with poor graduation rates. 
In 1992, the school had a 
four-year graduation rate 
of 31 percent.

The two other schools 
borne out of the ashes of 
Andrew Jackson have 
watched their four-year 
rates climb to more than 
70 percent, while the rates 
of students graduating on 
time from LGCS and BCAE 
were at or below 43 percent 
in 2012, the latest year the 
for which the city has data.

The Institute for 
Health Professions and its 
partners, which include 
Hofstra University and the 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
System, are hoping the 
school’s support system 
will help push students to 
achieve.

“Career-technical edu-
cation prepares students for 
college and careers through 
integration of rigorous aca-
demic and workforce skills 
through connections with 
industry and higher edu-
cation, said Gerry House, 
president of the Institute 
for Student Achievement, 
a nonprofit that partners 
with about 60 schools in the 
city going through some 
kind of transformation.

Upon graduation, stu-
dents earn a certification 
either as an emergency 
medical technician or nurs-
ing assistant through a col-
laboration with the Hofstra 
North Shore-LIJ School of 
Medicine.

Principal Gareth Rob-
inson told the inaugural 
class that the support they 
receive will give them a leg 
up after four years.

“When you graduate 
you will walk out with an 
industry-standard certifi-
cation and real-world expe-
rience that will make you 
highly competitive for jobs 
and college,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

School
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Royal Ivey provides 

his basketball skills camp 
participants a unique expe-
rience through the basket-
ball it teaches and the story 
it tells.

Ivey was in his home-
town for the sixth straight 
year last weekend for a 
three-day camp at the Hol-
lis Playground to teach 
hoops fundamentals and 
life skills to 150 kids ages 
7-12. He did so while being 
just weeks away from again 
fighting to continue his 
NBA career.

He has spent nine sea-
sons in the league after 
graduating from Benjamin 
Cardozo and the Univer-
sity of Texas. Ivey, whose 
father Rod performs lay-
out duties for TimesLedger 
Newspapers, most recently 
played for the Philadelphia 
76ers and has had to keep 
earning roster spots after 
his fourth year. He said he 
has workouts with the San 
Antonio Spurs and Atlanta 
Hawks after Labor Day and 
it has been reported that 
the Houston Rockets are 
also interested.

His determination to 
stay in the league he thinks 
makes him a role model for 
hard work and persever-
ance to kids who started 
exactly where he did.

“I’m a living example 
of somebody in the commu-
nity that beat the odds and 
made a career out of it,” he 
said. “It takes a lot of dedi-
cation. It’s a privilege to 
play at that level.”

Ivey, who is the son of 
TimesLedger designer Rod 
Ivey, provides his camp-
ers with the foundation for 
that journey with a camp 

focused on teaching them 
skills on the court and in 
life. They learn about a 
crossover dribble along 
with proper nutrition tech-
niques and study skills. The 
kids listened to a speech 
about competing from 
ESPN analyst Stephen A. 
Smith. Nazr Mohammed, of 
the Chicago Bulls, stopped 
in and so did former NBA 
great Nate “Tiny” Archiba-
ld, who praised Ivey for his 

efforts in his community.
“This is a jumpstart 

for our kids,” Archibald 
said. “Even though a lot of 
them won’t be as success-
ful as him in the sport, they 
can be successful in life.”

Peggy Beane, a single 
mother who recently moved 
to the community, saw the 
clinic as a great opportu-
nity for her 7-year-old son 
Bryan Campbell to learn 
basketball and get to meet 

and interact with other 
kids in a fun environment. 
Ivey even participated in 
an impromptu dance con-
test with the kids after the 
awards ceremony.

“For someone to give 
back to his community 
so many times is extraor-
dinary,” Beane said. “He 
cares so he goes back to his 
roots.”

Ivey helped Texas to 
four NCAA Tournament 
appearances, including the 
Final Four in 2003. He was 
the 37th pick by the Atlanta 
Hawks in the 2004 NBA 
draft and reached the 2012 
Finals as a member of the 
Oklahoma City Thunder. 
Ivey doesn’t know where 
he will be next season, but 
he always plans on being a 
positive influence in Hollis 
and using story to inspire 
others.

“That’s what I’ve been 
doing my entire life, prov-
ing myself,” Ivey said. “It’s 
nothing new. I’ve been 
through this before.”
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep isn’t 

satisfied with the taste of 
success it experienced last 
season.

The Terriers went un-
defeated in CHSFL’s Class 
AA-A football division 
during the regular season 
before suffering a heart-
breaking one-point over-
time loss to Kellenberg in 
the playoffs. Still, the year 
re-energized a proud pro-
gram that endured some 
lean seasons in recent 
years.

“It was a big spark 
for us,” senior running 
back Justin Guerre said. 
“It gave us motivation, es-
pecially coming into this 
season.”

He and his teammates 
are looking to continue 
the program’s resurgence 
since a change in the 
CHSFL’s structure will 
give them a chance to test 
themselves against a num-
ber of AAA level teams 
this season. It’s a chal-
lenge they are embracing 
as St. Francis Prep enters 
its 100th year of football 
and legendary Coach 

Vince O’Connor starts his 
61st season at the school.

“We are taking a step 
up this year,” Guerre said.

He will be a big rea-
son why the Terriers have 
a chance to do so. Guerre, 
who O’Connor calls “spe-
cial,” is an explosive run-
ner, especially around 
the edge. He rushed for 
913 yards and 13 touch-
downs last season and also 
had 120 yards receiving. 
Guerre even amazes his 
teammates with what he is 
able to do with the ball in 
his hands.

“As soon as he passes 
the linebackers, it’s most 
likely a touchdown,” fel-
low running back Tariq 
Oliver said. “It’s amazing. 
Sometimes kids have to 
edge him and then he runs 
like a 4.3, so he’s got that 
NFL speed.”

They should make 
quite a team along with 
Marques Gordon, a power-
ful runner, and full back 
Rob Campbell. Jonathan 
Joseph and Michael Hart-
grove will split time at re-
ceiver and in the second-
ary.

Continued on Page 57

Terriers try to build 
on last year’s success

NBA player leads Hollis camp
Cardozo alum Royal Ivey teaches hoops fundamentals to youth

NBA player Royal Ivey (l.) places a medal around the neck of Travis Cruz, 9, at the Royal Skills basket-
ball camp in Hollis. Photo by Ken Maldonado

St. Francis Prep’s Justin Guerre takes a handoff from quarterback 
Billy Gluck. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Andreas Americanos, 21 months, demonstrates his hoops abilities 
at the event. Photo by Ken Maldonado



TL

56
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
AU

G. 
30

-S
EP

T. 
5,

 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
There were certain 

games last season that 
Flushing played well from 
start to finish, but there 
were certain times, accord-
ing to senior running back 
DeAndre Ross-Lomax, that 
a talented Red Devils foot-
ball team let wins slip from 
their grasp.

“I feel like we didn’t 
give our full effort through-
out the whole game and I 
feel like we didn’t finish off 
the season right,” Lomax-
Ross said.

Flushing is making a 
concerted effort to not let 
that negative attitude over-
shadow them this season. 
The team has embraced a 
disciplined approach that 
should help translate into 
wins starting Sept. 7 at 
home against Grand Street 
Campus.

“I feel like we’re going 
to step up as teammates,” 
Lomax-Ross said.

The Red Devils went 
4-5 overall last year and 
were dispatched by Boys & 
Girls in the first round of 
the PSAL Championship 
division playoffs. Flush-
ing Coach Jim DeSantis 
believes a lot of his players 
are hungry to make an im-
pact on the field.

“Thus far they are a 
very focused group,” he 
said. “They are not a self-
ish group.”

Junior quarterback 
Terence Chavis added 20 
pounds of muscle to his 
5-foot-8 frame and became 
more of a leader in the lock-
er room. He also changed 
his approach to handling 
the offense.

“I learned that I should 
take my time more than go-
ing so fast,” Chavis said. 

“We changed our offense 
around and added more 
players. I tended to keep old 
habits that I had to let go.”

The offense will be an 
equal mix of run and pass. 
Chavis will seek out 6-foot-
2 wide receiver Kevaun 

Dunn and Adam Singleton 
is emerging as a starter on 
the other side. DeSantis 
is looking for returning 
starters Tristan Hamilton, 
Joshua Honeyghan and 
Devin Harris to anchor the 
offensive line.

The key to the offense 
is how well Lomax-Ross 
can stretch defenses in 
the backfield. If that hap-
pens, the Red Devils have 
a strong chance to score 
plenty of points.

“He’s a little guy, but 

he’s a tough guy and pound 
for pound he’s the strongest 
guy on the team,” DeSantis 
said.

The Flushing defense 
is still looking for replace-
ments at the linemen posi-
tion where two-way start-
ers Daryl Webster and Nick 
Prosper prospered last 
season. Deshawn Scott, a 
three-year starter at out-
side linebacker, provides 
leadership and junior var-
sity additions like Abel Jo-
seph could emerge as an op-
tion at defensive tackle.

The players think they 
have the personnel to im-
prove on last season’s ef-
fort.

“The talent is still 
there,” Chavis said. “Usu-
ally when we get to the 
playoffs, we always lose in 
the first round. I see us go-
ing further.”

Flushing football players Terence Chavis (l.-r.), Kevaun Dunn and Deandre Lomax-Ross are joined by 
Coach Jim DeSantis (second from l.). Photo by Elio Velez

Flushing team eager to make impact on gridiron
Red Devils embrace discipline heading into Sept. 7 start of season against Grand Street Campus 



TL

57

Mike Eisenberg has 
come to grips with the fact 
that he may never get the 
chance to coach a high 
school girls’ basketball 
team again and take anoth-
er squad to Madison Square 
Garden for the PSAL Class 
AA title game.

It has the former Fran-
cis Lewis coach currently 
targeting a different path 
to the mecca of basketball 
— as a referee. Eisenberg 
is set to begin his first sea-
son as a girls’ PSAL junior 
varsity game this year and 
is working toward being 
certified as a boys’ official 
as well. His former player, 
Zoe Robbins, made history 
by being the first person 
to play and referee a city 
championship game at the 
Garden. Eisenberg is hop-
ing for his own piece of his-
tory.

“It may be unrealistic, 
I’m not saying it is, but my 
goal is to be the first person 
to coach and referee at the 
Garden .... Maybe it could 
work out.”

For the 55-year-old 
Eisenberg refereeing is a 

way for him to stay around 
the game he loves. He hasn’t 
been on a bench as a head 
coach since being fired as 
the Patriots’ head man in 
2008 after 15 seasons and 
six trips to the champion-
ship game. Eisenberg spent 
more than a year in the city 
Department of Education’s 
reassignment centers, or 
“rubber rooms,” and an 
investigation found that he 
had “failed to maintain ac-
curate records” and “failed 
to turn in $600 in proceeds 
from the candy sale in a 
timely fashion,” according 
to the Special Commission-
er of Investigations docu-
ments obtained by The New 
York Post in 2011. 

His case with the De-
partment of Education 
had been settled in May 
2010 and he was free to be-
gin teaching as an Absent 
Teacher Reserve, the paper 
reported. He made a small 
return to coaching as an 
assistant at Bayside before 
he said he was unexpect-
edly asked to leave by Com-
modores Principal Michael 
Athy. Eisenberg said Athy 
later told him that head 
Coach Steve Piorkowski 
had never received permis-
sion to bring the former 
Lewis coach onto the staff. 

Now, he is trying to put 
that all behind him.

“I miss being with the 

kids,” Eisenberg said. “If I 
can’t coach. I’ll ref.”

This isn’t the first 
time Eisenberg has dabbled 
in refereeing. He first took 
the certification test 15 
years ago, doing so to bet-
ter understand the game as 
a coach. He mostly worked 
recreational leagues be-
cause of the time he spent 
coaching. With that no lon-
ger a priority, it opened the 
door for him to return.

“I think I start out a 
little better than most peo-
ple because I’ve coached, 
I’ve played, I’ve refereed in 
outside leagues,” Eisenberg 
said.

He understands get-
ting a coaching job again 
won’t be easy considering 
his past and the fact many 
PSAL coaches own reten-
tion rights to their posi-
tions. When he first put on 
the striped shirt, he still 
found himself dissecting a 
game as a coach, but said 
that’s 99 percent gone now 
when he is working games. 
Coaching will always be 
his first passion, but that 
hasn’t stopped him from 
enjoying his new one.

“Now I’m not supposed 
to worry about [being] 
down one and 30 seconds to 
go,” Eisenberg said. “It may 
never leave 100 percent. I 
like to ref. I think I’m good 
at it.”

The question mark 
is an inexperienced of-
fensive line anchored by 
Joe Stevens. The Terriers 
will also have a new quar-
terback under center as 
senior Billy Gluck battles 
junior Rob Einersen for 
the chance to replace the 
graduated Jack Hurley.

“They will develop 
as the season goes on,” 
O’Connor said. “They 
aren’t accomplished quar-
terbacks yet.”

One place where St. 
Francis Prep won’t have 
to worry about a lack of 
experience is on defense. 
The Terriers’ strength 

will be a linebacker in re-
turning Frankie Irving, 
Jed Henrixson and Robert 
Wright, who was second in 
the league in sacks with 
10. Wright, who O’Connor 
said plays the position 
with ease, thought his 
season went unnoticed to 

those outside the team. He 
moved from outside to in-
side linebacker and flour-
ished as he was allowed to 
be more aggressive.

“I like blitzing,” 
Wright said.

He and his teammates 
also enjoyed winning 
much more prolifically 
last season and want that 
to continue. They have con-
fidence their experienced 
defense and potentially po-
tent running game will be 
enough keep the Terriers 
on the upswing.

“That’s a great way 
to mix things up against 
a defense,” Guerre said 
of the speed and power in 
the backfield. “It’s a great 
combination. It’s a hard 
combination to beat.”
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Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Former Francis Lewis girls’ basketball Coach Mike Eisenberg uses his hoops knowledge as a referee. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Lewis’ Eisenberg switches  
from hoops coach to referee

STAYIN’ COOL IN QUEENS
LL Cool J (r.) joins state Sen. Malcolm Smith (l.) during his ninth annual Jump & Ball Tournament 
at Daniel O’Connell Park in Hollis Saturday. Jump & Ball is a basketball and Double-Dutch tour-
nament which takes place throughout the month of August, and LL Cool J, a southeast Queens 
native, sponsors the annual event. Photo courtesy Smith

St. Francis Prep’s Rob 
Einersen (r.) hands off 
the ball to a teammate. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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The two officers each 
fired a round at the scene, 
and the NYPD was still 
investigating whether 
Sarback shot back, since 
a .38 caliber revolver was 
believed to be in the truck 
when it was taken, cops 
said.

Both officers were 
taken to Cornell Medical 
Center with non-life-threat-
ening injuries and then 
treated and released, police 
said.  Police said one of the 
officers was struck by the 
pickup truck, but it was not 
clear why the other officer 
needed treatment.

Police were warning 
anyone who spotted Sar-
back to call 911 and avoid 
confronting him.  He is be-
lieved to be armed and dan-
gerous.

Ignacio Romero, a 
manager at the Trade Fair 
supermarket on the corner, 
said the police put the 24-
hour store on lockdown af-
ter the incident.

The Floridian eventu-
ally ditched his truck far-
ther south near the corner 
of 24th Street and 37th Av-
enue before disappearing, 
according to police, but left 
clues to his identify from 
a cellphone found in the 
area.

The nearby Queens-
boro Bridge was shut down 
on both sides for about 30 
minutes to prevent any es-
cape from Queens.

Rose Mary Marvilli, 
who lives near where the 
vehicle was found, said he-
licopters were scouring the 
residential and industrial 
area, which boasts lots of 
hidden backyards behind 
brick row houses.

“You saw search-

lights,” she said. “It was so 
bright.”

Cops could not confirm 
a firearm was recovered 
in the vehicle, but officers 
suspected the driver might 
still have had the handgun.

At about 4:15 p.m. earli-
er in the day, a man match-
ing Sarback’s description 
got out of the same black 
truck in Astoria near the 
corner of Ditmars Boule-
vard and 79th Street and 
asked a woman for her 
pocketbook, police said.

The woman refused, 
but Sarback allegedly got 
a hold of it and tried to 
speed off, police said, al-
though the woman chased 
him back to his truck and 
was dragged behind it for a 
short distance.

She sustained minor 
injuries, according to the 
NYPD.

were serious, according to 
Health Code regulations, 
and may have warranted 
temporary closing of some 
pools, the report said.

The report said that 
among conditions were 
overhead electrical wires 
too close to pools, failure to 
maintain emergency light-
ing, hand rails and ladders 
leading from the deck into 
the water either missing or 
loose, or missing or broken 

latches on gates of fences 
separating the larger main 
pools and wading pools.

Inspectors said they 
found an electrical wire 
running horizontally above 
a pool, unprotected electri-
cal outlets within 10 feet of 
a pool and an abandoned, 
empty and uncovered div-
ing pool at one location and 
protruding cutoff metal 
rods on a deck near the edge 
of a pool from a previously 
removed lifeguard tower.

The ventilation sys-
tem at the indoor pool at 
Roy Wilkins Recreation 

Centers in Jamaica was not 
working and the doors had 
to be kept open periodically 
to provide natural ventila-
tion, the audit found.  The 
pool was shut down in Oc-
tober to be repainted.

Examples of inad-
equate locker room and 
bathroom conditions in-
cluded non-working show-
ers — one Brooklyn pool 
had 20 out of 30 showers 
not working — and broken 
toilets.

Water quality condi-
tion problems were found in 
four pools, one in Queens.

chose to resign rather than 
have a termination on their 
résumés.

Several staffers who 
were fired declined to com-
ment, and GOP insiders 
said a number of former em-
ployees are lawyering up to 
bring civil suits against the 
board.

In each county, the 
BOE office is run by Demo-
cratic and Republican ap-
pointees who offer jobs as 
incentives to rank-and-file 
party members who help 
candidates get elected.

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) is cur-
rently in a battle with Ra-
gusa for power of the county 

party, which many see as 
being ineffectually run. In 
2012, Ragusa backed Juan 
Reyes against Ulrich in 
the GOP primary for state 
Senate, which Ulrich won 
before losing in the general 
election to Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach).

After Ragusa failed 
to file the paperwork to 
reappoint the party’s com-
missioner to another term 
earlier this year, Ulrich, 
along with Council mem-
bers James Oddo (R-Staten 
Island) and Vincent Ignizio 
(R-Staten Island), seized 
the opportunity to exploit a 
loophole and install Michel 
to a four-year term as GOP 
commissioner at the BOE.

Ragusa said he found 
it unfortunate that a “dis-
gruntled faction” of Repub-

licans chose to wage a war 
against the party at the ex-
pense of BOE employees.

“The depths to which 
they have sunk to fire or 
intimidate BOE employ-
ees that have traditionally 
supported the county lead-
ership is truly disturbing 
and threatens to risk the 
integrity of the coming 
election,” he said. “I have 
been told there is an inves-
tigation ongoing and I hope 
their illegal and unethical 
behavior is addressed be-
fore it’s too late.”

Ulrich did not immedi-
ately respond to a request 
for comment.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Jean King and Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg later that 
night.

The day started with 
American James Blake an-
nouncing he will retire af-
ter the tournament. Fans 
throughout the day got to 
take in American competi-
tors Sloane Stephens and 
sisters Venus and Serena 
Williams along with fan 
favorites like Rafael Nadal 
of Spain. Stephens played 
one of the best matches 
of the day, fighting back 
to beat Mandy Minella of 
Luxembourg in a third-
set tiebreaker. After the 
match she said she didn’t 
want to disappoint the en-
thusiastic crowd.

“It’s always tough 
to get through the first 
round of a grand slam, but 
especially at home and in 
front of American fans,” 
she said. “You want to do 
so well.”

Spectators like Judy 
Chandon, of Jackson 
Heights, and friend Her-
mine Weiss particularly 
liked the start of the 
tournament because it 
was a chance to see all 
the world’s best talent up 
close. They took in Germa-
ny’s Bernard Tomic best-
ing Spain’s Albert Ramos 
in five sets.

“The power that they 
have and it’s so disciplined 
and it’s so trained and they 
are such athletes,” Chan-
don said. “When you sit up 
close, you can see the pow-
er that they have hitting 
the ball. Oh, my lord.”

It’s the intimate set-
ting that keeps bring-
ing Rockaway native Jay 
Wilson and his wife Siob-
han back after moving to 
Atlantic Beach. He says 
he doesn’t care much for 
watching matches at the 
bigger venues like Arthur 
Ash Stadium. He would 
much rather take in action 
up close on the peripheral 
courts.

“What I like the most 
is standing right next to 
Court 13 and being 5 feet 
from the players,” Wilson 
said.

He and Daniella Ge-
mal have both seen the 
tournament evolve over 
the years, but not always 
in a good way. Gemal 
thinks it has become less 
intimate and more expen-
sive. Wilson enjoys the 
beauty and amenities to 
the courtyard, but said the 
event doesn’t have a home-
town feel.

“This place is so snob-
by it’s not even Queens,” 
Wilson said.

At its heart the tour-
nament remains a place 
where fan and players 
from all over the world 
come together to celebrate 
the game of tennis and en-
joy its beauty and unpre-
dictability.

“You never know 
what you are going to see 
out here,” Chandon said.

cases, we saw meters were 
ripped right off the house.”

Gross said about 6,100 
customers had their power 
knocked out as a result of 
the damage, and it took 
around 100 workers to re-

store most of the power by 
late Tuesday night, except 
for a few homes  that were 
so damaged power could 
not be hooked up.

Nassau police said 
Grasman abandoned the 
truck further down the 
road near Exit 15 on the 
Southern State Parkway in 
North Valley Stream, L.I., 

and he was eventually ar-
rested without incident a 
few blocks north.

He was charged with 
criminal possession of 
stolen property, reckless 
endangerment, criminal 
tampering and criminal 
mischief, police said.

when we improve the bond 
between the community 
and law enforcement, we 
strengthen the city.”

Richards said the pol-
icy had created an “enor-
mous rift” that must be 
mended with “common 
sense reforms that protect 
the rights and safety of all 
New Yorkers.”

Perhaps no one in 

Queens echoed Bloomberg’s 
sentiment as did Joseph 
Concannon, a candidate 
challenging Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) on the Reform 
Party line in the November 
election.

“If the NYC Council 
felt so brazen on the mer-
its of this bill, they should 
have put it up for referen-
dum so that each citizen 
in NYC could determine 
their own fate and the fu-
ture direction of our fine 

city,” the retired NYPD 
captain  said. “Instead, be-
hind closed doors and with 
the odor of politics poison-
ing the air as this bill is 
hastily ushered into NYC, 
the Council chose a path in 
which no one but they have 
a say. They have forsaken 
the trust of all New Yorkers 
and put NYC police officers 
once again in harm’s way, 
while they let murderous 
criminals have their way 
on the streets of NYC.”

Continued from Page 1 
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BOE

fic offenses, including leav-
ing the scene of an incident 
without reporting property 
damage, failure to obey 
stop lights, and driving the 
wrong way down a one-way 

roadway, the DA said.
If convicted of the 

criminal charges, he faces 
seven years in prison.

“What allegedly began 
as a relatively minor ve-
hicle accident turned into 
a terrifying experience for 
police and civilians alike 
when the defendant at-

tempted to escape justice,” 
Brown said. “Although his 
alleged actions could have 
resulted in far deadlier 
consequences, they never-
theless clearly illustrate 
the inherent dangers of 
getting behind the wheel 
while under the influence 
of alcohol.”

Continued from Page 53 
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
We Provide Dry Cleaning, 

Washing and Rehanging of 
Your Draperies

Wide Variety of 
Slipcovers and 

Reupholstery Fabrics

CONVENIENT, 
COMPLIMENTARY
SHOP-AT-HOME

FREE REMOTE 
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas

FREE PAPER SHADES
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®
Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

Easy does it. 
One tap gets 
your day in 
motion.
Hunter Douglas 
motorized window 
fashions can be 
controlled by remote, 
wireless wall switch 
or the Hunter 
Douglas Platinum™ 
App. With the app 
and your Apple™ 
mobile device, 
you can easily 
set your window 
fashions to operate 
automatically.** 
Ask for details today.


