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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Two of the four candidates 

for borough president served in 
the City Council at the same time, 
and records show former state As-

semblywoman Melinda Katz and 
City Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) put their mark on 
the city in different ways.

Katz, endorsed by the Queens 
Democratic Party and The New 

York Times, represented Forest 
Hills, Rego Park, Elmhurst and 
Kew Gardens from 2002-09 in the 
Council and had fewer unique 
laws approved than her competi-
tor, but she had a large hand in 

shaping the city’s skyline.
Vallone, backed by the Unit-

ed Federation of Teachers and the 
city’s public safety unions, has 
served as Astoria’s councilman 
since 2002 and focused more on 
public safety and passing bills 
into law.

The two Democrats are fac-
ing off in a primary along with 
hopeful Everly Brown. The win-
ner will be on the ballot against 
unopposed Republican Tony Ar-
cabascio in November.

Vallone and Katz voted in 
concert often, including the con-
tentious move to extend term lim-
its. But the issue of graffiti, for 
example, exposed two different 
legislative styles.

One of Vallone’s laws in-
creased penalties for defacing 
property and for the possession, 
sale or display of graffiti instru-
ments, while Katz’s law gave 
judges the option to recommend 
community service, specifically 
graffiti cleanup, as part of offend-
ers’ punishment.

In the wake of Sept. 11, both 
Katz and Vallone voted in favor of 
asking the state to increase prop-

BY PHIL CORSO

It took a crowd of some of the 
borough’s biggest hitters to hold 
and snip the yellow ribbon mark-
ing a new beginning for library 
patrons in Glen Oaks.

The new $17.1 million build-
ing will also be home to an 
even bigger crowd for years to 
come, expected to serve more 
than 25,000 Queens residents, a 
Queens Library spokesman said. 
Officials gathered at the library, 
at 256-04 Union Tpke., Tuesday 
to officially celebrate the award-
winning facility.

“The new Glen Oaks library 
offers state-of-the-art architec-
ture, the latest technology and a 
host of impressive resources for 
our vibrant and diverse commu-
nity,” said City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens). 
Weprin, along with other elected 
officials and community lead-
ers, have spent years working to 
revamp the Glen Oaks library so 
it can accommodate more users 
and a changing demographic in 
the area.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Police have beefed up security at Forest Park 
after a second woman was attacked by a man 
wielding a stun gun within a six-month period, 
and community residents believe another basic 
measure can be taken to protect fellow parkgo-
ers.

Second  attack in Forest Pk
spurs calls for better lights

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
US Open ballpeople 

can often forget they are 
regularly on national tele-
vision after the completion 
of a sometime grueling day 
at the Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center.

Chirag Jethanandani 

got a tangible and memo-
rable reminder of the high-
profile nature of the job 
following Rafael Nadal’s 
opening match Aug. 26.

The Elmhurst native 
turned on his phone after 
the Nadal win to see more 
than 30 texts and a slew 
of posts on his Facebook 

and Twitter accounts. 
Jethanandani, 20, had just 
appeared on television 
around the world during 
the top play on ESPN’s 
SportsCenter that night.

The St. Francis Prep 
alumnus and current Ford-
ham University junior can 

Ballperson Chirag Jethanandani works 
a match with American player John 
Isner in Louis Armstrong Stadium. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Prep alum serves at US Open

New library
draws raves

in Glen Oaks

Boro president race a close call
Melinda Katz vs. Peter Vallone battle offers clear choice for primary voters

ONE FISH, TWO FISH

Vanessa Bonventre, 5, leaps back from her own catch during the Bayside Anglers’ annual Snapper Derby at the 
Bayside Marina. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city Economic 
Development Corp. was 
back in City Hall this week 
pushing a new Willets 
Point redevelopment plan 
years after the original 
was approved by the City 
Council, but the develop-
ers could have avoided the 
latest legislative process 
by tweaking the proposal’s 
timetable.

A joint venture com-
posed of Related Cos. and 
Sterling Equities, the real 
estate arm of the New York 
Mets, testified at a subcom-
mittee on Zoning and Fran-
chises hearing Tuesday 
along with members of the 
EDC. The companies are 
specifically seeking the 
Council’s permission to site 
about 3,000 parking spaces 
on a temporary lot in Wil-
lets Point as part of the $3 
billion project. The parking 
spaces will later be relocat-
ed to several new parking 
garages.

The subcommittee did 
not vote Tuesday and the 
full Council has until early 
October to vote on whether 
or not to grant the permit.

But simply building 
those parking garages at 
the outset would be permis-
sible under the Council’s 
2008 decision and take care 
of the parking problem. So 
why go through the trouble 
of getting a permit for the 
lot?

The developers and the 
opposition have different 
explanations.

The partnership con-
tends this sequencing is 
essential to ensure the en-
tire vision can be realized. 
They have repeatedly said 
the only way to develop Wil-
lets Point according to the 
2008 plan was to create an 
economic engine to drive 
the project, namely the 1.4 
million square foot retail 
and entertainment complex 
proposed for the west of Citi 
Field. 

“We believe strongly 

that the project makes eco-
nomic sense,” said Jesse 
Masyr, land-use counsel to 
the partnership.

Basically, the joint ven-
ture needs to have the mall 
and a proposed retail strip 
along 126th Street up and 
running to not only offset 
other costs of the project, 
but to create a destination 
to make the housing com-
ponent more attractive.

Building all three pro-
posed garages at the outset 
would upset that economic 
blueprint, Masyr said.

The $3 billion develop-
ment is slated to proceed 
in three phases. First, the 
joint venture will raze the 
auto shops and junk yards 
that populate the area east 
of Citi Field and clean the 
toxic soil there. They will 
then build a hotel and re-

tail along 126th Street, 
construct the mall in the 
western parking lot of the 
stadium and transfer those 
lost spaces to a paved, tem-
porary lot behind 126th 
Street.

After the city is sched-
uled to construct ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
in 2024, the partnership 
will tear up the temporary 
lot, build 2,500 units of 
housing, retail and a school 
and move the 3,000 spaces 
once more to a series of ga-
rages on the southern edge 
of Roosevelt Avenue across 
from Citi Field.

But opponents have 
long contended that the 
city and developers only 
want the mall and do not 
want to build the housing, 
which includes 875 afford-
able units.

The partnership 
would be required to pay a 
$35 million penalty for not 
building the housing, con-
tracts show, but the city is 
also not contractually obli-

gated to build the ramps. If 
the ramps never get built, 
then the joint venture is off 
the hook.

By obtaining this cur-
rent permit, they will have 
made the parking lot legal, 
which would not have been 
permissible under the spe-
cial zoning written in 2008.  
According to Iron Triangle 
property owners, this is all 
part of the plan.

“Mark my words: No 
housing is ever going to 
be built,” said Jerry An-
tonacci, a member of oppo-
sition group Willets Point 
United, who spoke in an 
informational video about 
the project and testified at 
City Hall Tuesday.

The city and Masyr 
contend all parties are 
completely committed to 
the development as a whole, 
which needs to happen to 
net the desired return, in-
cluding benefits to the city 
like revenues from proper-
ty taxes and income taxes.

Parking permit sends $3B project back to Council

A new retail and entertainment complex is slated for the western 
parking lot of Citi Field. Image courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Willets Point workers stage hunger strike
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Workers who rely on 
the various auto-service 
shops in Willets Point to put 
food in the mouths of their 
families staged a hunger 
strike last week, protest-
ing what they said was the 
city’s poor effort to relocate 
them in order to make way 
for a planned mixed-use de-
velopment.

The City Council is 
scheduled to give the final 
vote Monday on the $3 bil-
lion redevelopment propos-
al for Willets Point, which 
will displace about 160  busi-
nesses east of Citi Field in 
its first phase to make way 
for a hotel, retail outlets, a 
mall and housing.

The city has offered 
each business a year’s 
worth of rent — totaling 
about $9 million — to move 
out by the end of Novem-
ber, but a coalition of shops 
called the Sunrise Coop-

erative said that was not 
enough.

“The city’s attempts to 

assist the occupants of these 
businesses here in Willets 
Point has been woefully in-

adequate, the funding that 
they’re offering is woefully 
inadequate and essentially 

they’re going to be leaving 
the owners and these busi-
nesses without a source of 
income to feed their fami-
lies,” Ferris Turner, an 
attorney representing the 
co-op, said inside one of the 
shops last Friday as a hand-
ful of workers gathered to 
begin their protest.

“And so the hunger 
strike is, in effect, a look 
into the future for these 
families because essential-
ly most of them, probably 
after they’re essentially 
evicted here, will not have 
sufficient income or fund-
ing to feed their families.”

Marco Neira, president 
of the Sunshine coalition, 
said about eight workers 
had signed up to participate 
in the hunger strike, and he 
expected more to join.

He said the group had 
begun negotiating with 
property owners in Mas-
peth to find enough space to 
relocate all the businesses 

together, but the city would 
not pony up for their price.

Moving piecemeal, he 
said, would spell the death 
for each shop.

“If they relocate me to, 
say, Jamaica, nobody’s go-
ing to follow me,” he said, 
explaining that the various 
bodywork and mechani-
cal shops benefit from the 
range of services they can 
offer customers all in one 
place. “What happens after 
the first month? I have to 
close my gate.”

Julia Sandoval, who 
works in the office of one 
of the shops, said she was 
going to participate in the 
strike as long as it lasted. 
The single mother of four 
said she is diabetic and 
she was joining the effort 
against her doctor’s advice.

“My doctor told me no,” 
she said. “But I have to.”

Ernesto Ramirez is planning to go on a hunger strike until the city agrees to relocate Willets Point 
businesses together. Photo by Rich Bockmann

www.Timesledger.com



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
SE

PT
. 8

, 2
01

3
4

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The future of a con-

troversial deepwater natu-
ral gas port that would lie 
off the coast of New York 
and New Jersey took a hit 
last week when Gov. Chris 
Christie said he will con-
sider vetoing the project.

The proposed project 
is Port Ambrose, a deepwa-
ter port that would supply 
liquefied natural gas to the 
New York City metro area 
with the goal of stabilizing 
gas prices.

The project is designed 
to save consumers $325 mil-
lion per year, according to 
Roger Whelan, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Liberty 
Natural Gas, the company 
proposing the project.

“We believe that once 
the facts of the Port Am-
brose project become clear, 
this project will enjoy broad 
support from New Yorkers 
who want to pay less for 
cleaner energy,” Whelan 
said in a statement.

The company also esti-
mates that it will result in 
more than 600 jobs, though 
most of them will be con-
struction jobs.

On its website, Liberty 
Natural Gas calls itself 
“a portfolio company of a 
fund advised by West Face 
Capital, a Toronto, Canada-
based investment manage-
ment firm.”

The project requires 
the approval of Govs. An-
drew Cuomo and Christie. 
While Cuomo has not pub-
licly said whether he will 
support the project, Chris-
tie last week said he is skep-
tical of it.

If the project is ap-
proved, natural gas would 
be shipped from the Carib-
bean to the Atlantic coast. 
First, the gas would be ex-
tracted from natural gas 
fields in Trinidad and To-
bago. While on the ship, the 
gas would then be frozen. 
The ship then would carry 
the gas to Port Ambrose, 
which would be located ap-

proximately 19 miles south 
of Jones Beach.

When it arrived, the 
ship would then connect 
with the port, anchored by 
cone-shaped, submerged 

buoys.
The natural gas would 

then be reheated or “re-gas-
ified” so it could be trans-
ported into the city. The 
port is at the end of a 22-mile 

pipeline that Liberty will 
build. After the gas travels 
through that pipeline, it 
would be transferred into 
the existing pipeline net-
work that carries gas into 

New York City.
Liberty Natural Gas 

had proposed a similar 
project off the New Jersey 
coast in 2011, but Christie 
vetoed it.

Liberty says the new 
proposal is different. Ac-
cording to the company, the 
project has been reduced in 
size and redesigned. While 
the new proposal moves it 
closer to New York, in the 
new design it is completely 
offshore to avoid onshore 
impacts such as harm to 
wetlands and to avoid sen-
sitive fishery areas.

The main piece of the 
existing pipeline network 
is the Lower New York Bay 
Lateral, which runs paral-
lel to the Rockaways. The 
company that operates it, 
Williams Cos., has pro-
posed building a second 
pipeline, called the Trans-
co pipeline, that would con-
nect from the Lateral, over 
the Rockaways and into 
Brooklyn. That project has 

A proposed liquefied natural gas port would be located 19 miles south of Jones beach and be con-
nected to the city by a framework of pipelines. Courtesy Liberty Natural Gas

Gov. Christie may block natural gas port project

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southern-style sweet treats 
make any event orders of mag-
nitude better, but nothing is as 
sweet as kicking up your feet and 
letting someone else sweat it out 
in the kitchen.

Take a Break & I’ll Bake is a 
start-up catering company work-
ing out of the Entrepreneurial 
Space business incubator in Long 
Island City, specializing in pro-
viding organizations with Dixie-
land desserts at wholesale prices.

“The whole concept behind 
what we’re doing is we want to 
be able to help out not-for-profits 
that just want to buy in bulk,” 
said Faith Osorio, a South Caro-
lina transplant who started the 
business with her husband, Luis, 
last year.

The company provides orders 
of 100 or more pies, cakes and/or 
muffins to nonprofits looking to 
raise money through bake sales.

Osorio, who learned baking 
at her mother’s and grandmoth-
er’s sides, brought her family 
recipes along with her when she 

moved north more than a decade 
ago, and she said she found her 
Southern desserts to be a hit in a 
borough with so many different 
cuisines to choose from.

“I’ve always done Southern-
style bakery dishes and brought 
them to events as opposed to 
bringing a bottle. We did a holi-
day bake sale and [Luis] went to 
his job and got 30 orders on his 
first day,” she said. “It was at that 
time we knew it was serious and 
there was no way to cook that 
food out of our home.”

Take a Break’s menu of-
fers treats such as sweet-n-tasty 
potato pie ($20), pine dripping 
divine pineapple upside down 
cake ($28) and blueberry delight 
muffins ($15 for a batch of six). 
Since time needs to be reserved 
at the E-space kitchen, orders are 
required about two months in ad-
vance, and Osorio has a screening 
process to make sure a nonprofit 
can meet its sales quota to fulfill 
the order.

But Take a Break is not mak-
ing its reputation on sales quotas 
and order fulfillments alone.

The baking biz took first 
place in the dessert category at 

the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp.’s Queens Taste 2013 

at Citi Field in May, where the 
judges raved about the pineapple 
upside down cake and cream 
cheese pies.

Osorio said her favorite dish 
is the rich and creamy cream 
cheese pie with either cherry or 
blueberry pie filling she learned 
to cook in her mother’s kitchen.

“The difference between my 
cream cheese pie as opposed to 
something like Junior’s cheese-
cake is that mine is not cooked 
in the oven. Mine is chilled in the 
refrigerator,” she said. “It’s very 
soft and light and not as heavy, 
but it’s rich in flavor.”

Take a Break also does ca-
tering for special events and 
outsources to restaurants, coffee 
shops and other eateries.

For more information, visit 
takeabreakcakes.com or call 917-
270-7346.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Treats are on display at Queens Taste at Citi Field. Photo by Christina Santucci

Start-up bakery dishes Dixieland desserts from LIC incubator

Continued on Page 12
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The borough’s Repub-

lican Party and its leader-
ship are facing a wave of 
challenges in Tuesday’s 
primary that could reshape 
the GOP power structure in 
Queens.

The county party, led 
by Chairman Phil Ragu-
sa, is defending a slate of 
state and county commit-
tee seats being challenged 
by an emboldened, but not 
necessarily unified, group 
of dissatisfied GOPers.

In what could be yet 
another blow to the chair-
man’s perceived authority, 
Ragusa is facing a primary 
challenge from Northeast 
Queens Republican Club 
member Sal Bacarella, who 
said he decided to throw his 
hat in the race after a party 
was charged with politi-
cal corruption earlier this 
year.

“Over the 
past few months 
with the corrup-
tion scandals 
going on, it cat-
apulted me into 
action,” he said. “It’s liter-
ally penetrated everyone 
within the GOP, everyone 
from Ragusa down the line 
to all of his cronies.”

Ragusa could not be 
reached for comment, but 
Executive Director Robert 
Hornak said the chairman 
has effectively served the 
party for decades.

“We welcome all new 
recruits to the Republican 
Party. But someone who 
only joined the party in 
2008 and whose only in-
volvement has been helping 
to elect Dan Halloran might 
want to take some time and 

build a little more of a 
track record in work-
ing to build the GOP 
before running for a 
leadership position,” 
he said, referring to 

Bacarella.
Other members of the 

party’s executive commit-
tee facing primary chal-
lenges for state committee 
include Ruby Muhammad, 
Rosemary Iacovone and Ju-
dith Stupp, who was ousted 
from her position as com-
missioner at the Queens 
Board of Elections earlier 

this year through a politi-
cal coup.

Aside from state com-
mittee races, the party is 
also backing a number of 
candidates in county com-
mittee races, which will de-
termine the members who 
elect the party chairman. 

While the party has 
been fractured for some 
time, recent events have 
mobilized disenchanted 
Queens Republicans.

In April, then-Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vin-
cent Tabone — who was 
working on John Catsima-
tidis’ mayoral campaign — 
was arrested and charged 
in federal court as a player 
in an alleged plot along 
with City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
to bribe southeast Queens 

state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) onto the Repub-
lican ticket in the race for 
Gracie Mansion.

Tabone allegedly told 
an undercover FBI agent 
that he, not Ragusa, ran the 
county party, casting as-
persions on its leadership.

The party went on 
to endorse Catsimatidis, 
drawing a line in the sand 
between many Republicans 
who prefer former MTA 
Chariman Joe Lhota.

Dennis Saffran, the 
party-backed candidate in 
northeast Queen’s Council 
District 19 race, said that in 
some races, like Ragusa’s, 
he backs the party candi-
date and in others he sup-
ports the opposition. The 
two camps have become too 
entrenched, he said, and it 
hurts the party overall.

“I think it tears the 
party apart unnecessarily 
and it’s a terrible shame, 
because there are no ideo-
logical issues in this Hat-
field-McCoy war and that’s 
what’s most appalling 
about it. There are various 
stripes of Republicans in 
both camps and the issues 
have become purely per-
sonal,” he said. “It’s frus-
trated the state party. It’s 
frustrated a lot of people in 
Queens and it’s got to end.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Queens Republican Party Chairman Phil Ragusa (l.) is facing a pri-
mary challenge for his state committee seat from Sal Bacarella.

Queens GOP challenged
Dissatisifed faction forms slate to unseat leaders in primary

BY PHIL CORSO

The City Council allo-
cated $2.6 million in capital 
funding to Sunnyside Com-
munity Services so it can 
renovate its second floor 
and enhance senior servic-
es, administrators said.

The money came as 
part of the 2014 city budget 
and Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
visited the facility, at 43-
31 39th St., last Friday to 
deliver the news himself. 
The councilman stood 
before a crowded room of 
seniors eating lunch, play-
ing games and socializing 
when he outlined how far 
the millions will go.

“Sunnyside Commu-
nity Services is a borough-
wide institution that each 
and every single day gives 
seniors the opportunity to 
enjoy life through quality 
recreational activities, in-
spirational programming 
and interactive services 
that keep them active and 
engaged,” Van Bramer said. 
“I look forward to watching 
this institution thrive for 

years to come.”
A popular spot for var-

ious public meetings and 
social events in western 
Queens, Sunnyside Com-
munity Services has ben-
efitted roughly 14,000 peo-
ple annually and provided 
more than 54,000 hours of 
health and home care ser-
vices weekly to nearly 1,700 
homebound residents in 
western Queens, Van Bram-
er said. The new chunk in 
capital funding, he said, 
will help the center gut its 
second floor and restruc-
ture its layout, making way 
for a better working envi-
ronment and easier access 
for city seniors.

Judy Zangwill, execu-
tive director of Sunnyside 
Community Services, said 
the councilman has been 
a staunch advocate for the 
center, always fighting to 
secure funding for seniors. 
With his help, the facil-
ity will break ground next 
year to remove the walls on 
its second floor and relo-
cate work spaces and day-
care services, she said.

Sunnyside Community Services Executive Director Judy Sangwill 
(l.) thanks City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer for helping secure 
the capital funding. Photo by Phil Corso

Sunnyside center set
for $2.6M expansion
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80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605
Kew Gardens, NY  11415

AVOID NURSING HOME POVERTY!

How You Can Pay 
for Long Term Care 

Without Going Broke
New York City Nursing Home  

Costs Average $136,200 per year

Thousands of seniors go broke every year  
due to medical expenses. There is a better way!

Attend this FREE WORKSHOP 
Before you need Long-Term Care, and learn about:

Qualifying for Medicaid— How you can protect your home and nest egg from nursing home 
costs

State Medicaid Recovery— Avoid the loss of your family home upon your death

The 5-Year Look Back—How it works and why planning early is vital to protect your assets

Traditional Estate Plans— Why they won’t help with nursing home costs and the type of plan 
that will 

Preserving Your Medicaid Eligibility— The activities that you must avoid to not disqualify 
yourself from Medicaid Benefits

Immediate Need Vs. Future Planning— The differences and downsides and how you can    
protect more of your assets

Medicaid Protection Trusts— How they’re different from Basic Living Trusts, plus the pros and cons

Veterans’ Benefits— How a little know benefit for wartime veterans and their widows will help 
cover long-term care expenses, and how it may be easier to qualify for than Medicaid

Thousands of seniors go bankrupt every year as a result of failing to plan for long-term care 
expenses. Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life, purchased a family home and 
saved up enough for your retirement and to pass something on to your loved ones, you and 
your family may end up with nothing if you don’t put a plan in place. When you attend one of 
our free workshops, you’ll discover how you can qualify for Medicaid benefits, preserve your 
nest egg, and keep your family home. But space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

Attendees receive a FREE 1-Hour, private consultation to learn  
how to protect your assets from long-term care costs! (a $350 value!)

KEW GARDENS
Tuesday, September 17, 2013

6:00 P.M.
Kew Gardens Community Center
80-02 Kew Gardens Road, 2nd Floor

EAST ELMHURST
Thursday, September 19, 2013

10:00 A.M.
Bruno’s on The Boulevard

88-25 Astoria Boulevard

BAYSIDE
Saturday, September 21, 2013 

10:00 A.M.
Adria Hotel & Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Sponsored by:

SAVE 

YOUR FAMILY 

$11,000 PER 

MONTH!

In a Nursing Home? We Can Help!

Seating is Limited, Call Today!
888-836-3909

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com

Michael Davidov, Esq., CFP® Ilana Davidov, Esq.

Noted estate planning and elder law attorneys, the 
Davidovs practice in all critical aspects  of elder 
law, taxes, estate and long-term care planning. 
Recognized as SuperLawyer Rising Star in 2013, 
Michael Davidov is also a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ and an Accredited Attorney with 
the Veteran’s Administration. Ilana and Michael 
Davidov are Members of the American Academy 
of Estate Planning Attorneys.

Attorney Advertising

FREE SEMINAR 
Reserve Your Seat
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8 The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Cyndi Lauper returns 
to boro with new show

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Thirty years after 
she bopped onto the music 
scene, Cyndi Lauper comes 
home for a special perfor-
mance at Queens College’s 
Colden Auditorium Oct. 20.

And because girls just 
want to have fun, the for-
mer Ozone Park resident 
plans to perform her entire 
debut album, “She’s So Un-
usual,” in celebration of the 
30th anniversary of the re-
cord’s release.

“Cyndi Lauper is an 
international music icon 
and Kupferberg Presents is 
thrilled that she is bringing 
her tour to Kupferberg Cen-
ter for the Arts,” said Leon 
Denmark, artistic director 
of Kupferberg Presents. 
“But to the Queens com-
munity this is extra special 
because she is truly one of 
us, and we look forward to 
welcoming her home.”

Born in Astoria and 
raised in Brooklyn and 
later Ozone Park, Lauper 
released “She’s So Unusu-
al” in October 1983. It made 
Lauper a major recording 
star. She sold more than 16 
million copies of the album 
and was the first female 
artist to have five Top 10 
singles on a debut record. 
In February 1985, Lauper 
took home a Grammy for 
Best New Artist.

“We are delighted to 
be hosting her first ap-

pearance in Queens,” said 
Jeffrey Rosenstock, Kup-
ferberg Center for the Arts’ 
executive director. 

Besides the early-’80s 
anthem “Girls Just Want to 
Have Fun,” Lauper’s debut 
album also includes “Time 
After Time,” “She Bop,” 

“Money Changes Every-
thing” and “All Through 
the Night.”

Audience members 
will also be treated to inti-
mate, never-before-heard 
stories about the record-
ing of the album, said Den-
mark.

Cyndi Lauper returns to her old hometown with a concert at 
Queens College’s Kupferberg Center for the Arts in October to cel-
ebrate the 30th anniversary of the release of her debut album. 

Photo courtesy Kupferberg Presents
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As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYP 9/8/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Forest Hills remembers Sept. 11 hero
Volunteer Ambulance Corps raising funds for community garden in memory of 18-year-old

BY PHIL CORSO

Twelve years later, the me-
morials still go on throughout 
the borough to remember those 
who perished Sept. 11, 2001, but in 
Forest Hills a revitalized annual 
event will honor an 18-year-old 
who literally dedicated his life to 
helping others.

Richard Pearlman, a vol-
unteer with the Forest Hills Vol-
unteer Ambulance Corps, was 
running an errand at 1 Police 
Plaza in Lower Manhattan when 
he heard an all-hands call to the 
World Trade Center, where a 
plane had struck one of the tow-
ers. He teamed up with police 
nearby, who took him in a cruiser 
to Ground Zero, where he was 
seen helping medical personnel 
and even carrying people out of 
the burning building.

A Newsweek magazine photo 
showed the 18-year-old from How-
ard Beach wheeling a bloody vic-
tim away from the South Tower 

— one of the last photos of him be-
fore his death. The South Tower 
was hit minutes after a jet flew 
into the North Tower. He then ran 
back into the South Tower to help 
before it collapsed on top of him.

In the years following his 

death, Pearlman’s name was me-
morialized in annual 9/11 ceremo-
nies at the Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps headquarters. 
But this year the group’s presi-
dent, Ron Cohen, said he will an-
nounce a new memorial project in 

the form of a community garden 
dedicated in Pearlman’s name, 
equipped with benches, greenery 
and a beam from one of the tow-
ers.

“We decided the best way 
to really display [the beam] and 
honor Richard and his family was 
to create a garden in front of the 
base,” Cohen said. “Now we will 
have something that is publicly 
accessible.”

Cohen said he was asking the 
community for help in establish-
ing a memorial fund to help pay 
for the construction and mainte-
nance of the garden, expected to 
be unveiled Sept. 11, 2014.

Dorie Pearlman, Richard’s 
mother, has been volunteering 
as an assistant in the corps’ vari-
ous activities in the years since 
her son’s death to keep his name 
alive, at least within those walls. 
She has been a familiar face at the 
group’s annual 9/11 ceremony.

“He dedicated his whole life 
to Forest Hills,” Dorie Pearlman 

said, adding that her son was also 
an assistant scout leader for a Boy 
Scouts troupein Middle Village. 
“This was his life. He would go 
there in the middle of snowstorms 
just to be a part of it.”

The Forest Hills mother has 
also not stopped fighting on her 
son’s behalf in the years since he 
gave his life to help others. Since 
that tragic day, she has been in the 
middle of an ongoing legal battle 
to classify Richard Pearlman as a 
first responder to the attacks, but 
to no avail. The federal govern-
ment gives one-time payments to 
families of first responders who 
die on duty, but Pearlman said 
her cries have fallen on deaf ears.

But whether he is officially 
classified as a first responder or 
not, Dorie Pearlman said she will 
be at his Forest Hills ambulance 
corps building Sept. 11 this year, 
as she has every year since his 
death, to take part in the 7 p.m. 
ceremony.

Dorie Pearlman holds a photo of her son Richard, a member of the Forest Hills 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, who was killed Sept. 11, 2001.
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FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

www.regocenter.com

JUNCTION & QUEENS BLVDS. 
REGO PARK

WE GO TO REGO!
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

SE Queens candidates debate gangs, guns
BY BIANCA FORTIS

 
Almost all of the candidates 

present at an election forum Tues-
day night believe youth in south-
east Queens need more activities 
to keep them busy,

Gangs and gun violence were 
a major theme at the forum, and 
one audience member asked what 
each candidate would do to curb 
the violence in their communi-
ties.

Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica), the 
councilman for District 28, which 
covers Jamaica, South Jamaica, 
Richmond Hill and Ozone Park, 
said because of a gang prevention 
program already implemented 
within the district, the commu-
nity has gone more than 340 days 
without a shooting. The second 
phase of that program is gun buy-
backs, he said. The third is find-
ing the root causes of violence.

“It’s not just young people or 
bad seeds,” he said. “Sometimes 
it’s because they have nothing to 
do.”

He said if re-elected he will 
continue to allocate funds for af-

ter-school programs.
Hettie Powell, another can-

didate in the race, discussed her 
record as a volunteer with youth 
groups in the Rockaways and said 
the city needs to allocate funding 
to reopen the community centers 
that have been shut down. Youth 
need sports, arts and science pro-
grams, she said, so they do not 
have “free time.”

The Rev. David Kayode, a 
third candidate, said part of the 
problem is that children no lon-
ger have faith in police and that 
parents must be involved to com-
bat the issue of violence.

“What happened to ‘Thou 
shalt not kill?’” he  asked. “What 
happened to ‘The family that 
prays together stays together?’”

The three candidates are vy-

ing for the seat against Eugene 
Evans, who was not present. 

Greg Mays, the first District 
27 candidate to answer the ques-
tion, said most of his community 
activism has been focused on do-
ing what other candidates talked 
about: keeping kids busy to keep 
them off the streets. District 27 
includes St. Albans, Cambria 
Heights, Jamaica, Queens Vil-
lage, Rosedale and Springfield 
Gardens.

Joan Flowers said she would 
use her experience as an attorney 
to ensure the city is receiving 
the legally mandated amount of 
school funding from the state.

“The school buildings belong 
to us, not the Board of Education,” 
she said. “We should not be clos-
ing our schools at 3:30 when ev-
erybody’s racing out of the build-
ing and then we lock it up tight.”

Daneek Miller said the Coun-
cil must fund organizations that 
provide services and activities for 
children and teens, but in the in-
terim, he said, community mem-
bers must find ways to support 
youth as well.

Sondra Peeden agreed with 
the goals of the other candidates 
and said the current gang preven-
tion program is “fantastic,” but 
the community must focus on 
how to keep funding sustainable. 
She said she would look into city 
government funding as well as 
private corporation and founda-
tion funding.

The community must also 
consider the root cause of the 
problem, which is the destruction 
of the family, she said.

“Those young people are 
looking for something to belong 
to,” she said.

Clyde Vanel said more com-
munity policing is necessary; he 
vowed that he would help provide 
his community with the anti-vio-
lence resources that it needs.

The last candidate in the 
race, Manuel Caughman, was 
present at the forum, but left be-
fore the question about gun vio-
lence was asked. He had another 
commitment, he said.

The seat is currently held 
by Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
whose term is expiring.

Joan Flowers, a candidate in the 27th Council District race, speaks at an elec-
tion forum. Photo by Bianca Fortis
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State Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) was also a 
big player in the library’s renova-
tion when he was the councilman 
for the area his brother now repre-
sents.

“When I served as the Council 
member in the area, helping the li-
brary’s renovation was one of my 
top priorities,” he said. “The resi-
dents of Queens can now explore 
all of the new features of the library 
and enjoy an academically enrich-
ing environment that promotes 
creativity, community engagement 
and learning.”

The new handicap-accessible 
building, which held a soft open-
ing earlier this summer, has 18,000 
square feet and boasts a new trans-
parent exterior along with a sweep-
ing interior staircase and separate 
computer workstation sections for 
adults, children and teens. A sky-lit 
reading lounge also accompanies 
two common meeting rooms for 
community programming as well 
as a new outdoor area, the library 
said.

“The Glen Oaks Library is 
designed as a beacon for the com-
munity. It was our hope to provide 
a building that would engage those 
passing by and encourage them 
to come inside and explore their 
library,” said the building’s de-
signers, Scott Marble and Karen 
Fairbanks, of architecture group 
Marble Fairbanks. “We were in-
terested in connecting this build-
ing to its site and to its community 
through the scale of the building, 
the integration of landscaped ex-
terior spaces in the design of the 
library, and through the use of in-
formation about the demographics 
of the community as part of the de-
sign of the glass curtain wall.”

Marble Fairbanks helped de-
sign the new library and received 
awards for its design, including 
several honors from the city De-
partment of Design and Construc-
tion for design excellence.

“This new three-story branch 
library doubles the square footage 
of the original building,” said city 
Department of Design and Con-
struction Commissioner David J. 
Burney. “The open design of the 
exterior channel glass facade and 
skylights in the outdoor plaza draw 
natural light into the lower levels. 
Sustainable elements of the design 
by Marble Fairbanks Architects, 
including the planted roof and the 
landscaping woven between the 
benches, minimizes stormwater 
runoff, qualifying the library for a 
LEED Silver rating.”

Continued from Page 1 

Library

erty taxes by 18 percent in the 
five boroughs, but years later 
when a 7 percent increase came 
up for a vote in 2008, Katz voted 
in favor while Vallone voted 
against it.

Katz served as chairwom-
an of the powerful Committee 
on Land Use for her tenure in 
the Council, ushering through 
approvals for large projects like 
Hudson Yards, a 360-acre mixed-
use development in Manhattan; 

commercial corridors like the 
Downtown Jamaica Redevelop-
ment Project; and controversial 
economic development initia-
tives like Willets Point — which 
did not then include a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot mall — Hunts 
Point in the Bronx and a large, 
mixed-use development along 
the Greenpoint waterfront in 
Brooklyn that faced commu-
nity opposition. 

On the other hand, Katz 
lobbied for increased affordable 
housing in two of those projects, 
her campaign said, and also 
approved downzoning large 

swaths of Queens from Bayside 
to Ridgewood during her ten-
ure to prevent overdevelopment 
in residential areas. She also 
passed several bills that would 
require child care centers to re-
lease more information to city 
inspectors and the public, in-
cluding any types of violations 
the centers had incurred.

Buses in Queens were once 
operated by private companies 
before the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority took over, 
and Katz penned several bills 
extending the contracts for the 
carriers.

A 69-year-old woman was 
grabbed by a clean-shaven 
white man with light brown 
hair, pushed to the ground and 
raped along the bridle path in 
Forest Park Aug. 26, according 
to police. Authorities were in-
vestigating whether the recent 
attack was connected to an inci-
dent in March, a spokesman for 
the NYPD said Wednesday.

Woodhaven Residents 
Block Association President Ed 
Wendell, who walks near Vic-
tory Field in the park nearly 
every morning with his wife 
Josephine, said lights at the 
greenspace are timed to go off 
early in the morning while it is 
still dark,

“It’s putting people at total 
risk over something so trivial... 
lights. It’s not an electrical is-

sue, it’s a timing thing,” Wen-
dell said, describing joggers 
carrying flashlights on their 6 
a.m. workouts.

The Woodhaven activist 
said that he has been complain-
ing about the timers for the 
past few weeks and he noticed 
Wednesday morning that two-
thirds of the lights were work-
ing.

“That is encouraging,” he 
said. “Still there are stretches 
where there are two or  three 
lights out in a row.” 

A spokesman for Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley  (D-
Middle Village) said the legisla-
tor got in touch with the city’s 
Department of Transportation, 
which oversees the lighting, 
and the agency had conducted 
an initial study.

The DOT said that an in-
spection of lights along Forest 
Park Drive and elsewhere in 
the park found them to be work-
ing, and the agency is discuss-

ing the community’s request 
with the Parks Department.

Crowley, who jogs in For-
est Park, said there are also 
tactics runners can take to help 
stay safe.

“If you are a female and 
you want to go into the wooded 
areas, I strongly suggest that 
you go with a running mate,” 
she said.

Crowley said that since the 
rape occurred nearby Union 
Turnpike and 72nd Street last 
month, police have been moni-
toring the area around the 
clock and set up a mobile com-
mand center within the park.

“The fact is we have more 
police and we are going to have 
more police until we catch the 
person responsible,” Crowley 
said.

Wendell said neighborhood 
residents have noticed the in-
creased security, but parkgoers 
still have a sense of unease.

be seen handing Nadal a towel after 
the 12-time Grand Slam winner’s 
running smash down the line for a 
winner.

Jethanandani called being a 
part of it “unbelievable.”

“It’s just crazy how when you 
are on a big court — Ash, Louie 
[Armstrong] or even Grandstand 
— when it’s on TV, it’s all over the 
media,” he said.

The few seconds of fame 
brought his six-year stint as a 
ballperson to the attention of new 
people outside his close friends and 
family. He said he even received a 
text message from St. Francis Prep 
security director Mike Fischetti, 
who had fun with his stardom.

“He goes, ‘Oh, big shot. I see 
you working Nadal’s match. Look at 
that perfect towel form,’” Jethanan-
dani said.

For him, though, being a ballp-
erson is serious business. He has 
worked his way toward being on 
court for a number of the US Open’s 
biggest matches. He has worked 
the men’s singles semifinals the 
last three years and is hoping to 
work the final this time around. 
Jethanandani has been with Na-
dal, Serena Williams, Sloane Ste-
vens, Andy Murray and John Isner 
so far in 2013.

He said the job requires physi-
cal and mental skills. You need 
to be in shape to stand for three 
to four hours at time. You need to 
be focused on keeping the correct 
number of balls available to the 
players and knowing which play-
ers, like Nadal, want a towel after 
every point.

“After the players, we are 
working the hardest,” Jethanan-
dani said.

For him it’s also a chance to be 
close to a sport he grew up watch-
ing with his father Chris when he 
was 9. Jethanandani never played 
tennis competitively. He actually 
found out about the chance to be a 
ballperson from a friend during a 
baseball game in Forest Hills back 
in 2008.

Jethanandani follows tennis 
closely and the US Open is some-
thing he looks forward to even 
knowing a return to college classes 
follows it. The job has its perks, as 
he learned.

“When you’re on the court,” 
Jethanandani said, “you are not 
only a ballboy for the best players 
in the world, you also get a chance 
to be on TV.”

Continued from Page 1 

Chirag

not yet been approved by the 
federal government.

According to both Liberty 
Natural Gas and Williams Cos., 
the projects are not related.

Environmental activist 
groups are advocating against 
both projects, citing safety con-

cerns and environmental im-
pacts.

Groups such as Clean 
Ocean Action and the Surfrider 
Foundation say the new Port 
Ambrose proposal is too simi-
lar to the one issued two years 
ago.

They say the project could 
later serve as infrastructure to 
export natural gas that is de-
rived via fracking, a controver-
sial technique by which rocks 

are drilled and injected with 
fluid so that they break and 
natural gas can be extracted 
from them.

But Liberty Natural Gas 
says that is untrue.

Activists also cite the 
devastation on the shoreline 
caused by Hurricane Sandy 
and question whether the port 
would be damaged during ex-
treme weather.

Continued from Page 4 

Pipeline

Businessman Everly Brown, former Assemblywoman Melinda Katz and City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. in a 
Democratic primary for borough president.

Continued from Page 1 
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Continued from Page 1 

Rape

www.Timesledger.com



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, S
EPT. 8, 2013

13

Queens
Borough
President



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
SE

PT
. 8

, 2
01

3
14 Parks restores Doug pathway to waterfront

BY PHIL CORSO

The path to Little Neck 
Bay has been made a little 
bit easier for residents liv-
ing along the water in 
Douglaston, thanks to the 
neighborhood civic group 
and elected officials.

Tom Pinto, president 
of the Doug-Bay Manor 
Civic, announced his group 
worked with the city, the 
111th Precinct and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) to trim, clean and 
reopen an overgrown trail 
leading to the bay in Doug-
laston. The path, which sits 
where 233rd Street and 39th 
Avenue meet, had become 
unusable over the years 
after vegetation and litter 
became its regular inhabit-
ants.

But crews have since 
restored the trail leading 
down to Little Neck Bay, 
leaving a winding dirt path 
residents can trek down to-
ward the water.

Pinto said the trail 
was once an easy way to get 
to the water in Douglaston 
for a scenic view of Little 
Neck Bay, but had lost its 
beauty over the years. The 
city Parks Department 
regularly maintained the 
area, but did not keep the 
trail cleared for residents 
to walk through.

The civic leader said 

his group reached out to 
Avella’s office and the city 
Parks Department last year 
to determine how feasible 
the trail’s reopening would 
be, and the Parks Depart-
ment agreed to have crews 
clear out the brush block-
ing the dirt walkway.

Though the achieve-
ment may seem small, Pin-
to said the civic was glad to 

see its landscape taken care 
of in accordance with its 
members’ vision. The Doug 
Bay Manor Civic services 
residents living mostly 
near the Douglaston Long 
Island Rail Road station 
and has spent years work-
ing on proposals to convert 
another nearby area at the 
corner of 39th Avenue and 
234th Street into a park. 

They have spent most of the 
last decade asking elected 
officials and developers to 
consider their proposal.

Ann Jawin, chair-
woman and founder of the 
civic group, also said the 
tiny enclave in northeast 
Queens could use more out-
door areas for residents to 
enjoy.

Jawin and Pinto said 

they will continue working 
with the Parks Department 
to ensure the vegetation 
is kept in check along the 
trail so it does not grow 
over the path again, espe-
cially considering the fact 
that summer’s end is quick-
ly approaching.

The path was one of 
the only options for resi-
dents seeking scenic views 
of the bay, until Commu-
nity Board 11 and the Parks 
Department established the 
Joseph Hellmann overlook 
off Douglaston Parkway 
last year. That overlook will 
continue to see improve-
ments in the coming years 
as Parks secures funding to 
install benches, a fence and 
additional wooden railing, 
the city said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

A trail is cleared in Douglaston leading to Little Neck Bay after a nearby civic group reached out for help. Photo by Phil Corso
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fix only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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stammtisch com

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We have all the ingredients to 
make your BBQ season

a culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products and 
a full butcher department fully stocked with 
all the classics: Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs and many other German 

specialties as well as a variety of mouth 
watering salads.
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