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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Workers who rely on the var-
ious auto-service shops in Willets 
Point to put food in the mouths 
of their families staged a hunger 
strike last week, protesting what 
they said was the city’s poor ef-
fort to relocate them in order to 
make way for a planned mixed-
use development.

The City Council is sched-
uled to give the final vote Monday 
on the $3 billion redevelopment 
proposal for Willets Point, which 
will displace about 160  businesses 
east of Citi Field in its first phase 
to make way for a hotel, retail out-
lets, a mall and housing.

The city has offered each 
business a year’s worth of rent 
— totaling about $9 million — to 
move out by the end of Novem-

Auto shop workers 
protest city’s vote 

on Iron Triangle planBY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Police have beefed up secu-
rity at Forest Park after a second 
woman was attacked by a man 
wielding a stun gun within a six-
month period, and community 
residents believe another basic 
measure can be taken to protect 
fellow parkgoers.

A 69-year-old woman was 
grabbed by a clean-shaven white 
man with light brown hair, pushed 
to the ground and raped along the 
bridle path in Forest Park Aug. 26, 
according to police. Authorities 
were investigating whether the 
recent attack was connected to an 
incident in March, a spokesman 
for the NYPD said Wednesday.

Woodhaven Residents Block 
Association President Ed Wen-
dell, who walks near Victory 
Field in the park nearly every 
morning with his wife Josephine, 
said lights at the greenspace are 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The borough’s Repub-

lican Party and its leader-
ship are facing a wave of 
challenges in Tuesday’s 
primary that could reshape 
the GOP power structure 
in Queens.

The county party, led 
by Chairman Phil Ragu-
sa, is defending a slate of 
state and county commit-
tee seats being challenged 
by an emboldened, but not 
necessarily unified, group 
of dissatisfied GOPers.

In what could be yet 
another blow to the chair-
man’s perceived authority, 
Ragusa is facing a primary 
challenge from Northeast 
Queens Republican Club 
member Sal Bacarella, who 
said he decided to throw his 
hat in the race after a party 
was charged with politi-
cal corruption earlier this 
year.

“Over the past few 
months with the corrup-
tion scandals going on, it 
catapulted me into action,” 

he said. “It’s literally pen-
etrated everyone within 
the GOP, everyone from Ra-
gusa down the line to all of 
his cronies.”

Ragusa could not be 
reached for comment, but 
Executive Director Robert 
Hornak said the chairman 
has effectively served the 
party for decades.

“We welcome all new 
recruits to the Republican 
Party. But someone who 
only joined the party in 
2008 and whose only in-
volvement has been helping 
to elect Dan Halloran might 
want to take some time and 
build a little more of a track 
record in working to build 
the GOP before running 
for a leadership position,” 
he said, referring to Bac-
arella.

Other members of the 
party’s executive commit-
tee facing primary chal-
lenges for state committee 
include Ruby Muhammad, 
Rosemary Iacovone and Ju-
dith Stupp, who was ousted 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Residents of Glendale 

and its surrounding neigh-
borhoods rallied last week 
against a proposal to cre-
ate a homeless shelter that 
would house 125 families.

In early August, Com-
munity Board 5, which 
covers the community, re-
ceived a letter outlining a 
proposal to transform an 
old manufacturing facility 
into transitional housing 
for 125 families.

The building, at 78-16 
Cooper Ave., is zoned for in-
dustrial use and has been 
vacant for years.

The shelter is being 
proposed by Samaritan Vil-
lage, an organization that 
provides services to the 
homeless.

While it is ultimately 
up to the city Department of 
Homeless Services whether 
to accept the proposal, area 
leaders have been outspo-
ken about the issue since it 
first surfaced more than a 
year ago.

A group of protesters 
joined City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
who organized the rally 
Friday.

Vallone, who is run-
ning for bough president, 
said the shelter is being 
“rammed down the throats” 
of community members.

There is some concern 
from the local community 
that the site, which has 
previously been used as 
a sewing mill as well as a 
manufacturing facility for 
airplane parts, would need 

to undergo costly environ-
mental remediations before 
it is ready to house people.

Vallone said a proposal 
for a school and a recreation 
center have been rejected 
by the city because the site 
is too contaminated.

He also said the shel-
ter is too large for the com-
munity and especially the 
neighboring schools.

“No neighborhood can 
absorb 125 families in one 
shot,” he said. “This is the 
wrong place for it and the 
wrong size.”

He said it is more ap-
propriate to operate small-
er shelters that a commu-
nity can handle.

Bob Holden, president 
of the Juniper Park Civic 
Association, said Glendale 
and its surrounding neigh-
borhoods are not well-
served by public transit. 

There are some nearby bus 
routes, but no subway sta-
tions.

“The residents are not 
going to stand for this,” 
Holden said. “We will battle 
and battle and battle.”

Vallone and Holden 
said if the facility could 
be renovated successfully, 
it would better serve as a 
much-needed senior living 
center.

The rally was held on 
the patio of Saverio’s Stone 
Fire Bistro, a restaurant 
which overlooks the facil-
ity site.

One of the restaurant 
owners, Fabio Dimaria, 
said a homeless shelter 
could be a blow to his busi-
ness as well as the commu-
nity.

“Obviously it could 
damage our business and 
we don’t want that to hap-

pen,” he said. “We’ve funded 
this whole place ourselves, 
so to have something come 
and ruin us like that could 
mean damage for a lot of 
families, not only us.”

Craig Caruana, a can-
didate for Council District 
30, said the proposed loca-
tion does not make sense.

“Why put a homeless 
shelter where there are not 
a lot of homeless people?” 
he said. “That’s the main 
problem. Put it somewhere 
where they have access.”

Vallone called the pro-
posal a “public safety issue” 
and said he would continue 
to fight it even if he is not 
elected as the next borough 
president.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Queens Republican Party Chairman Phil Ragusa (l.) is facing a pri-
mary challenge for his state committee seat from Sal Bacarella.

A group of residents join City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. at a rally to speak out against a proposed 
homeless shelter. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Boro GOP leadership  
facing primary races

Proposed shelter faces fi ght
Transitional housing plan risks public safety: Glendale residents

Continued on Page 58
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BY PREM CALVIN 
PRASHAD

The Play Street 
Pedestrian Plaza 
in Jackson Heights 
was treated to the 
Chatpati Mela street 
festival Saturday, a 
celebration of South 
Asian culture as 
well as the vibrant 
neighborhood it 
calls home.

Chatpati Mela 
is an annual event, 
organized by Chha-
ya Community De-
velopment Corp., a 
housing and civic 
engagement com-
munity group that 
has served the 
neighborhood since 2000.

The name “Chatpati 
Mela” derives from the 
snacks (chaat) served at 
such festivals and fairs 
(mela). In addition to food 
and live performances, ac-
tivities included a fashion 
show, a children’s art booth 
and open mic sessions. A 
booth for henna tattoos, a 
type of elaborate tempo-
rary tattoo painted with a 
staining, plant-based dye, 
was also part in the festivi-
ties.

Henna tattoos are typi-
cally painted on the hands, 
arms and feet and “henna 
parties” are traditional be-
fore weddings, though its 
aesthetic appeal makes it 
appropriate for other occa-
sions, such as festivals.

“We really envisioned 
the Chatpati Mela as an op-
portunity for our members 
to take on leadership roles 
in a space that they could 
both enjoy and take own-
ership of. Jackson Heights 
made sense because it is 
the hub of so many South 
Asian communities,” said 
Nahida Uddin, the commu-
nity organizer of Chhaya 
CDC.

Living up to its name, 

snacks were plentiful at the 
event, including channa 
(chickpeas) served with 
a number of condiments, 
muri (puffed rice) and 
various puris (unleavened 
bread). Finger foods includ-
ed some familiar snacks, 
including samosas, pako-
ras and idli. There was also 
popcorn and snowcones, for 
those less inclined to try 
the South Asian fare.

The menu highlight-
ed the diversity of South 
Asia and Jackson Heights, 
including dishes such as 
shapale, a Tibetan fried 
meat pie.

Performances reflect-
ed South Asian diversity, 
featuring the Bangladesh 
Institute of Performing 
Arts, Dance Theater of Ne-
pal and Snow Lions, a Ti-
betan dance group. Perhaps 
the most well-received 
event of the afternoon was 
the Bhangra lesson pro-
vided by Dancing Reena, 
which featured enthused 
participants led by the en-
ergetic Reena, who taught 
them a variety of moves to 
rhythmic and spirited Pun-
jabi music.

“The mela really grew 
in its meaning by serving 

to represent a pan-South 
Asian identity/community, 
linked through the com-
mon experiences of living 
in New York City and ac-
cessing focal spaces like 
Jackson Heights,” Uddin 
said.

“It provides the space 
to engage the South Asian 
community in challenges 
and issues they face, but it 
also highlights the commu-
nity’s strengths in the per-
forming and visual arts, as 
well as celebrates common 
endearments, such as the 
popular street snacks like 
chaat/chatpati.”

Chhaya CDC works 
for justice and fairness in 
housing as well as work-
force development in Jack-
son Heights. Events such as 
these engage the commu-
nity and promote a sense of 
civic pride through cultur-
al events and places of free 
expression.

Chatpati Mela reflect-
ed this mission of civic en-
gagement by attracting a 
diverse gathering of mem-
bers of the community able 
to share and appreciate the 
culture of their neighbors.

A woman walks through the Chatpati Mela street festival. 
Photo by Prem Calvin Prashad

Jackson Heights plays host 
to South Asian street festival
Chatpati Mela features live performances plus food 

and a henna booth along pedestrian plaza

FOR THE BEST
VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Almost all of the can-

didates present at an elec-
tion forum Tuesday night 
believe youth in southeast 
Queens need more activi-
ties to keep them busy,

Gangs and gun vio-
lence were a major theme 
at the forum, and one audi-
ence member asked what 
each candidate would do to 
curb the violence in their 
communities.

Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica), the councilman for 
District 28, which covers 
Jamaica, South Jamaica, 
Richmond Hill and Ozone 
Park, said because of a 
gang prevention program 
already implemented with-
in the district, the commu-
nity has gone more than 
340 days without a shoot-
ing. The second phase of 
that program is gun buy-
backs, he said. The third is 
finding the root causes of 
violence.

“It’s not just young 
people or bad seeds,” he 
said. “Sometimes it’s be-
cause they have nothing to 
do.”

He said if re-elected 
he will continue to allocate 
funds for after-school pro-
grams.

Hettie Powell, another 
candidate in the race, dis-
cussed her record as a vol-
unteer with youth groups 
in the Rockaways and said 

the city needs to allocate 
funding to reopen the com-
munity centers that have 
been shut down. Youth need 
sports, arts and science pro-
grams, she said, so they do 
not have “free time.”

The Rev. David Kayode, 
a third candidate, said part 
of the problem is that chil-
dren no longer have faith 
in police and that parents 
must be involved to combat 
the issue of violence.

“What happened to 
‘Thou shalt not kill?’” he  
asked. “What happened to 
‘The family that prays to-
gether stays together?’”

The three candidates 
are vying for the seat 
against Eugene Evans, who 
was not present. 

Greg Mays, the first 
District 27 candidate to an-
swer the question, said most 
of his community activism 
has been focused on doing 
what other candidates talk-
ed about: keeping kids busy 
to keep them off the streets. 
District 27 includes St. Al-
bans, Cambria Heights, 
Jamaica, Queens Village, 
Rosedale and Springfield 
Gardens.

Joan Flowers said she 
would use her experience 
as an attorney to ensure the 
city is receiving the legally 
mandated amount of school 
funding from the state.

“The school buildings 
belong to us, not the Board 

BY JOE ANUTA

Businessman Everly 
Brown paints himself as 
the only candidate capable 
of truly representing the 
people of Queens should he 
be elected borough presi-
dent in November.

The development com-
pany head is running in a 
Democrat primary against 
two well-financed oppo-
nents, former state Assem-
blywoman Melinda Katz 
of Forest Hills and City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria). The winner 
will face unopposed Repub-
lican Tony Arcabascio in 
the general election.

“I don’t have the mon-
ey that they have,” Brown 
said, referring to his Demo-
cratic rivals, “but I am a 
candidate that will make a 
change in Queens.”

Brown sat down with 
Timesledger Newspapers 
for an interview about his 
candidacy, but the married 
father of seven spoke little 
compared with two of his 

consultants, Garth March-
ant and Courtney Richards, 
who often discussed policy 
details on the candidate’s 
behalf and sometimes even 
finished his sentences.

One of the campaign’s 
most ambitious ideas is to 

reactivate Mary Immacu-
late Hospital in Jamaica.

“I believe every bor-
ough should have a medi-
cal school and teaching 
college,” said Brown, who 
proposed partnering the 
resurrected medical center 

with nearby York College to 
offer the borough not only 
medical services but also 
increased educational op-
portunities.

The idea is based on a 
medical center in the Bronx 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
If the amount of cam-

paign contributions a can-
didate receives is an indica-
tor of political support, City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
is flexing her muscles in 
the 30th Council District 
race.

Crowley has received 
652 contributions amount-
ing to $148,313, according to 
campaign finance records. 
Craig Caruana, a Repub-
lican, has $31,317.78 in his 
war chest after receiving 
377 contributions, records 
show.

For comparison, Crow-
ley raised $94,716.63 in her 
2009 campaign while her 

opponent, Thomas Og-
nibene, had raised $70,922, 
according to campaign fi-
nance records.

Crowley, who is seek-
ing a second term, and 
Caruana will face off in 

the general election for 
the 30th District, which in-
cludes Glendale, Maspeth, 
Middle Village, Richmond 
Hill, Ridgewood and Wood-
haven.

Both candidates are 

participating in the city’s 
public campaign financ-
ing program. Participants 
are capped at spending 
$168,000, according to the 
rules of the Campaign Fi-
nance Board. Both candi-
dates said they will reach 
the cap once matching 
funds roll in after the pri-
mary election next week.

Crowley, who logged 
her first contributions in 
February 2010, received 
funds from several unions, 
including Transport Work-
ers Local 100, Steamfitters 
Local 638 and SEIU Local 
246, and a few political ac-
tion committees, including 
the Rent Stabilization As-
sociation PAC.

Elizabeth Crowley (D-Middle Village) and the GOP’s Craig Caruana 
will face off for the 30th Council District seat in the general elec-
tion.

Everly Brown discusses innovative ideas to transform Queens. Photo by Christina Santucci

Joan Flowers, a candidate in the 27th Council District race, speaks 
at an election forum. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Crowley builds up campaign coffers

Brown brings ideas to race
Jamaica bizman eyes med school at York in boro president campaign

Council candidates
debate gangs, guns

City PrimariesCity Primaries 2013 2013
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Scott Stringer may not 

have the Queens cred city 
Comptroller John Liu can 
boast, but in his bid to suc-
ceed the Flushing native 
the Manhattan borough 
president said his roots 
have a certain outerbor-
ough tinge voters across 
the city can relate to.

“Some people may 
say, ‘Well, you’re just the 
guy from Manhattan, you 
kind of represent the Up-
per West Side and what do 
you really know?’” he said 
during a conversation with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
about his comptroller cam-
paign last week. “But I grew 
up in Washington Heights, 
which mirrors a lot of the 
communities here.”

Stringer, who staked 
out the Democratic field 

unopposed until early July, 
is facing a formidable chal-
lenge from former Gov. El-
iot Spitzer. But the latest 
polls show a sharp drop-off 
in Spitzer’s numbers with 
the two candidates run-
ning neck-and-neck as the 
primary approaches. 

In addition to regis-
tering contracts and man-
aging the city’s pension 
funds, the comptroller has 
the power to audit city agen-
cies, and Stringer said the 
first agency in his sights 
that could have a major im-
pact in Queens is the city 
Department of Buildings.

“I think the agency 
has an inherent conflict of 
interest,” he said, pointing 
to the department’s dual re-
sponsibilities of ensuring 
safety through inspections 
and facilitating develop-
ment by quickly improving 

plans. “I do think we should 
split the agency in two, and 

I’ll work on that through 
audit, through my reports. 

I think we have an oppor-
tunity with a new mayor to 

shape some of these agen-
cies, first and foremost the 
Buildings Department.”

Cracking down on il-
legally subdivided apart-
ments has long been an 
issue in various Queens 
neighborhoods, and String-
er said professionalizing 
and training the DOB’s 
workforce would go a long 
way toward addressing the 
problem.

“I think the Buildings 
Department needs a dose 
of reality on those issues,” 
he said, “and you certainly 
have to bring back inspec-
tors because you save mon-
ey with inspections, but 
you need consistent inspec-
tion.”

The comptroller also 
sits on the board of the city 
Industrial Development 
Agency, which finances 

BY JOE ANUTA

The Queens congres-
sional delegation is unani-
mously behind President 
Barack Obama’s decision to 
seek authorization for mili-
tary intervention in Syria, 
where apparent chemical 
weapon attack last month 
killed about more than 
1,400, but lawmakers had 
differing views on whether 
the United States should ul-
timately get involved.

Obama delivered a 
speech from the Rose Gar-
den Saturday indicating he 
would seek authorization 
from Congress under the 
War Powers Act to inter-
vene in the ongoing civil 
war in the Middle Eastern 
country, which is ruled by 

President Bashar Assad.
The president’s an-

nouncement set off a cho-
rus of condemnation from 
conservative lawmakers 
and support from Queens 
elected officials.

“I applaud the presi-
dent’s decision to seek con-
gressional approval before 
ordering military action 
against Syria. This is the 
right thing to do, and I’ll 
be listening closely as the 
president makes his case to 
Congress,” U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said in 
a statement Monday.

The lawmaker was one 
of 61 Congress members 
to sign a letter urging the 
president to get approval.

On Wednesday, the 
Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee voted to allow 
Obama a strike of no more 
than 90 days with no Amer-
ican troops on the ground 
for combat operations, As-
sociated Press reported. 
The full Senate was expect-
ed to vote next week. The 
similar committee in the 
House seemed more skep-
tical, according to reports 
out of Washington Wednes-
day, and had not made a de-
cision as of press time.

U.S. Rep. Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D-Ridgewood) 
lauded the commander in 
chief’s course of action, but 
would not support the use 
of military force.

“The use of chemical 
weapons by Syrian lead-
ers is unconscionable, 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
With a week to go in 

the Democratic primary, 
mayoral candidate Bill 
Thompson was joined by 
southeast Queens clergy 
and community leaders 
Tuesday morning when he 
laid out a platform involv-
ing the criminal justice 
system for young, non-vio-
lent offenders.

Thompson, who ac-
cording to a Quinnipiac 
poll released earlier in 
the day continues to lose 
ground with black voters 
to city Public Advocate Bill 
de Blasio, said he wanted to 
change a “faulty criminal 
justice policy” that dispro-
portionately affects young 
blacks and Latinos.

“The rules of our 
criminal justice system are 
failing young people and 
families, especially in our 
communities of color. We’re 
here today to call to an end 
of the prosecution of non-vi-
olent 16- and 17-year-olds as 
adults,” he explained. “Let 
me say this plainly: We’re 
not talking about individu-
als who use gun violence 

or commit violent felonies. 
We’re talking about non-
violent misdemeanors, mis-
demeanors committed by 
teens who fail to fully see 
the consequences of their 
actions.”

According to a report 
released in July by the 
Citizens’ Committee for 
Children of New York, the 

Mayoral candidate Bill Thompson (c.) is surrounded by southeast 
Queens community members as he calls for an end to prosecuting 
non-violent 16- and 17-year-olds as adults. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Scott Stringer is vying for the position of city comptroller against former Gov. Eliot Spitzer. 
Photo by Bianca Fortis

Thompson calls for reforms 
of  juvenile justice practices

Ridgewood congresswoman 
opposes Syrian intervention

Stringer sets sights on Dept. of Buildings
Comptroller candidate says county will benefi t from his fi rst planned agency audit if elected

City PrimariesCity Primaries 2013 2013
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The future of a con-

troversial deepwater natu-
ral gas port that would lie 
off the coast of New York 
and New Jersey took a hit 
last week when Gov. Chris 
Christie said he will con-
sider vetoing the project.

The proposed project 
is Port Ambrose, a deepwa-
ter port that would supply 
liquefied natural gas to the 
New York City metro area 
with the goal of stabilizing 
gas prices.

The project is designed 
to save consumers $325 mil-
lion per year, according to 
Roger Whelan, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Liberty 
Natural Gas, the company 
proposing the project.

“We believe that once 
the facts of the Port Am-
brose project become clear, 
this project will enjoy broad 
support from New Yorkers 
who want to pay less for 
cleaner energy,” Whelan 
said in a statement.

The company also esti-
mates that it will result in 
more than 600 jobs, though 
most of them will be con-
struction jobs.

On its website, Liberty 
Natural Gas calls itself 
“a portfolio company of a 
fund advised by West Face 
Capital, a Toronto, Canada-
based investment manage-
ment firm.”

The project requires 
the approval of Govs. An-
drew Cuomo and Christie. 
While Cuomo has not pub-
licly said whether he will 
support the project, Chris-
tie last week said he is skep-
tical of it.

If the project is ap-
proved, natural gas would 
be shipped from the Carib-
bean to the Atlantic coast. 
First, the gas would be ex-
tracted from natural gas 
fields in Trinidad and To-
bago. While on the ship, the 
gas would then be frozen. 
The ship then would carry 
the gas to Port Ambrose, 
which would be located ap-

proximately 19 miles south 
of Jones Beach.

When it arrived, the 
ship would then connect 
with the port, anchored by 
cone-shaped, submerged 

buoys.
The natural gas would 

then be reheated or “re-gas-
ified” so it could be trans-
ported into the city. The 
port is at the end of a 22-mile 

pipeline that Liberty will 
build. After the gas travels 
through that pipeline, it 
would be transferred into 
the existing pipeline net-
work that carries gas into 

New York City.
Liberty Natural Gas 

had proposed a similar 
project off the New Jersey 
coast in 2011, but Christie 
vetoed it.

Liberty says the new 
proposal is different. Ac-
cording to the company, the 
project has been reduced in 
size and redesigned. While 
the new proposal moves it 
closer to New York, in the 
new design it is completely 
offshore to avoid onshore 
impacts such as harm to 
wetlands and to avoid sen-
sitive fishery areas.

The main piece of the 
existing pipeline network 
is the Lower New York Bay 
Lateral, which runs paral-
lel to the Rockaways. The 
company that operates it, 
Williams Cos., has pro-
posed building a second 
pipeline, called the Trans-
co pipeline, that would con-
nect from the Lateral, over 
the Rockaways and into 
Brooklyn. That project has 

A proposed liquefied natural gas port would be located 19 miles south of Jones beach and be con-
nected to the city by a framework of pipelines. Courtesy Liberty Natural Gas

Gov. Christie may block natural gas port project

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 9/6/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Continued on Page 52
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
US Open ballpeople 

can often forget they are 
regularly on national tele-
vision after the completion 
of a sometime grueling day 
at the Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center.

Chirag Jethanandani 
got a tangible and memo-
rable reminder of the high-
profile nature of the job 
following Rafael Nadal’s 
opening match Aug. 26.

The Elmhurst native 
turned on his phone after 
the Nadal win to see more 
than 30 texts and a slew 
of posts on his Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. 
Jethanandani, 20, had just 
appeared on television 
around the world during 
the top play on ESPN’s 
SportsCenter that night.

The St. Francis Prep 
alumnus and current Ford-
ham University junior can 
be seen handing Nadal 

a towel after the 12-time 
Grand Slam winner’s run-
ning smash down the line 
for a winner.

Jethanandani called 
being a part of it “unbeliev-
able.”

“It’s just crazy how 
when you are on a big court 
— Ash, Louie [Armstrong] 
or even Grandstand — 
when it’s on TV, it’s all over 
the media,” he said.

The few seconds of 
fame brought his six-year 
stint as a ballperson to the 
attention of new people out-
side his close friends and 
family. He said he even re-
ceived a text message from 
St. Francis Prep security 
director Mike Fischetti, 
who had fun with his star-
dom.

“He goes, ‘Oh, big shot. 
I see you working Nadal’s 
match. Look at that perfect 
towel form,’” Jethanandani 
said.

For him, though, be-

ing a ballperson is serious 
business. He has worked 
his way toward being on 
court for a number of the 
US Open’s biggest matches. 
He has worked the men’s 
singles semifinals the last 
three years and is hoping 

to work the final this time 
around. Jethanandani has 
been with Nadal, Serena 
Williams, Sloane Stevens, 
Andy Murray and John Is-
ner so far in 2013.

He said the job re-
quires physical and men-

tal skills. You need to be 
in shape to stand for three 
to four hours at time. You 
need to be focused on keep-
ing the correct number of 
balls available to the play-
ers and knowing which 
players, like Nadal, want a 

towel after every point.
“After the players, we 

are working the hardest,” 
Jethanandani said.

For him it’s also a 
chance to be close to a sport 
he grew up watching with 
his father Chris when he 
was 9. Jethanandani never 
played tennis competi-
tively. He actually found 
out about the chance to be 
a ballperson from a friend 
during a baseball game in 
Forest Hills back in 2008.

Jethanandani follows 
tennis closely and the US 
Open is something he looks 
forward to even knowing 
a return to college classes 
follows it. The job has its 
perks, as he learned.

“When you’re on the 
court,” Jethanandani said, 
“you are not only a ballboy 
for the best players in the 
world, you also get a chance 
to be on TV.”

Ballperson Chirag Jethanandani works a match with American player John Isner in Louis Armstrong 
Stadium. Photo by Christina Santucci

Elmhurst man enjoys stint as seasoned US Open ballperson
Prep alum Chirag Jethanandani, in sixth year as handler, attended Rafael Nadal during tourney

Every time we turn around, there seems to 
be another Storm of the Century. So we’re 
spending over $1 billion over the next four 
years on storm-protection improvements. 
We’re building higher flood barriers. 
We’re investing in utility poles that can 
withstand 110 mph wind gusts. And we’re 
installing submersible electrical equipment 
in flood-prone areas. We’re also doing 
more to keep you informed during severe 
weather. Check our outage map, report a 
power problem, get a restoration estimate 
and find storm safety tips at conEd.com 
and follow us on Facebook or Twitter.

What did we learn 
from the last Storm 
of the Century that 
we can apply to
the next one?
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EAST ELMHURST — A 71-year-old 
woman behind the wheel of a Nissan Sen-
tra died after her vehicle hit another se-
dan, crossed several lanes of traffic and 
slammed into a median on the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway Saturday, police said.

The NYPD said Woodside resident 
Gloria Orozco was taken to Elmhurst Hos-
pital after the crash at 11:55 p.m. and pro-
nounced dead.

There was no one else inside the 
woman’s car and no other injuries were 
reported in connection with the accident 
near 94th Street, authorities said.

The investigation was ongoing, police 
said.
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

QUEENS VILLAGE — Police were 
investigating the shooting death of a 
22-year-old Brooklyn man in Queens 
Village early Saturday, the NYPD said.

Cops were called to Jamaica Av-
enue and 217th Street at about 3 a.m., 
and there they found Najee Simmons, 
in front of Subha Card Corp., which was 
closed at the time.

Emergency responders brought the 
victim to Jamaica Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead. On Saturday af-
ternoon, police officers stood watch out-
side the two-story building.

The investigation into the homicide 
was ongoing, police said Wednesday.

POLICE 

Blotter

Astoria teen goes missing: Police

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Woman killed in crash on Grand Central

ALEXANDRA ZOHIOS

Man shot and killed in Queens Village: NYPD

ASTORIA — The New York Police Department was 
reaching out to the public with hopes of finding a missing  
teen within the 114th Precinct, cops said.

Alexandra Zohios, 15, was last seen Aug. 29 around 10 
p.m. inside a deli on 21st Avenue, police said. The NYPD de-
scribed her as 5-foot-6, 115 pounds with dyed red hair and a 
lip piercing.

Police say 71-year-old Gloria Orozco 
was killed during a car crash along the 
Grand Central Parkway at 94th Street. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

A police vehicle is positioned along 
Jamaica Avenue Saturday afternoon. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

GLENDALE — Police in the 104th 
Precinct said over the last week that there 
was a man riding around on a bicycle and 
taking mobile phones from distracted vic-
tims.

The most recent incident happened 
last Friday on 65th Place in Glendale, 
police said. The victim was texting on 

her phone when a male — who the victim 
described as either black or Hispanic — 
rode by on a black and silver bicycle and 
grabbed the phone from her, said police.
The victim was not injured.

The man was described as 5-foot-8 
and 180 pounds.

Man steals cellphones while riding bike: Cops
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BY PHIL CORSO

Twelve years later, 
the memorials still go on 
throughout the borough to 
remember those who per-
ished Sept. 11, 2001, but in 
Forest Hills a revitalized 
annual event will honor an 
18-year-old who literally 
dedicated his life to helping 
others.

Richard Pearlman, a 
volunteer with the Forest 
Hills Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, was running an er-
rand at 1 Police Plaza in 
Lower Manhattan when 
he heard an all-hands call 
to the World Trade Cen-
ter, where a plane had 
struck one of the towers. 
He teamed up with police 
nearby, who took him in 
a cruiser to Ground Zero, 
where he was seen help-
ing medical personnel and 
even carrying people out of 
the burning building.

A Newsweek magazine 
photo showed the 18-year-
old from Howard Beach 
wheeling a bloody victim 
away from the South Tower 
— one of the last photos of 
him before his death. The 
South Tower was hit min-
utes after a jet flew into the 

North Tower. He then ran 
back into the South Tower 
to help before it collapsed 
on top of him.

In the years follow-
ing his death, Pearlman’s 
name was memorialized in 
annual 9/11 ceremonies at 
the Forest Hills Volunteer 

Ambulance Corps head-
quarters. But this year the 
group’s president, Ron Co-
hen, said he will announce 
a new memorial project in 
the form of a community 
garden dedicated in Pearl-
man’s name, equipped with 
benches, greenery and a 

beam from one of the tow-
ers.

“We decided the best 
way to really display [the 
beam] and honor Richard 
and his family was to cre-
ate a garden in front of the 
base,” Cohen said. “Now we 
will have something that is 

publicly accessible.”
Cohen said he was ask-

ing the community for help 
in establishing a memorial 
fund to help pay for the con-
struction and maintenance 
of the garden, expected to 
be unveiled Sept. 11, 2014.

Dorie Pearlman, Rich-
ard’s mother, has been vol-
unteering as an assistant 
in the corps’ various ac-
tivities in the years since 
her son’s death to keep his 
name alive, at least within 
those walls. She has been a 
familiar face at the group’s 
annual 9/11 ceremony.

“He dedicated his 
whole life to Forest Hills,” 
Dorie Pearlman said, add-
ing that her son was also an 
assistant scout leader for a 
Boy Scouts troupein Mid-
dle Village. “This was his 
life. He would go there in 
the middle of snowstorms 
just to be a part of it.”

The Forest Hills moth-
er has also not stopped 
fighting on her son’s be-
half in the years since he 
gave his life to help others. 
Since that tragic day, she 
has been in the middle of 
an ongoing legal battle to 
classify Richard Pearlman 
as a first responder to the 

attacks, but to no avail. The 
federal government gives 
one-time payments to fami-
lies of first responders who 
die on duty, but Pearlman 
said her cries have fallen 
on deaf ears.

But whether he is of-
ficially classified as a first 
responder or not, Dorie 
Pearlman said she will be at 
his Forest Hills ambulance 
corps building Sept. 11 this 
year, as she has every year 
since his death, to take part 
in the 7 p.m. ceremony.

There were several 
other Sept. 11 memorial 
events scheduled through-
out the borough as well to 
keep those lost in the bor-
ough’s collective memory.

A candlelight vigil was 
planned at Juniper Valley 
Park at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 11. 
The Bayside Hills Civic 
also announced an annual 
memorial ceremony for 
Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. where Bell 
Boulevard meets the Long 
Island Expressway.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) will also be 
placing memorial wreaths 
at 25 intersections through-
out northeastern Queens 
that have been renamed in 
honor of 9/11 heroes.

9/11 EVENTS 

Sept. 7

Maspeth Memorial Park — 
National anthem, opening 
and closing prayers, laying of 
wreaths, poetry readings, musical 
performance by Liz and Bill 
Huisman.
When: 11 a.m.
Where: 69th and Grand avenues

St. Michael’s Cemetery 9/11 
2-Mile Remember Me Run — 
Registration will begin at 10 a.m. in 
the All Soul’s crematory building. 
Register early, as shirts are not 
guaranteed and only while supplies 
last. All donations go to the 
Christopher Santora Scholarship 
Fund. Register online.
When: 2 p.m.
Cost: $25

Sept. 8

Forest Park 9/11 Memorial 

Garden — We invite all members of 
our communities to join in prayer 
and remembrance to honor our 
loved ones.
When: 12:30 p.m.
Where: Dry Harbor Playground, 
Myrtle Avenue and 80th Street, 
Glendale

Poppenhusen Institute Garden — 
Tarumi violinists and inspirational 
vocalists in garden because 
of healing properties. Light 
refreshments after.
When: 2 p.m.
Where: 114-04 14th Road, College 
Point

Sept. 9

Wreath-Laying Ceremony — State 
Sen. Tony Avella will commemorate 
9/11 by traveling to 25 intersections 
throughout northern and eastern 
Queens that have been renamed 
in honor of 9/11 heroes. At each 
intersection, a memorial wreath 
will be placed.
When: 9:30 a.m.

Where: intersection of 5th Avenue 
and 147th Place
Contact: (718) 357-3094

Sept. 11

Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance — In memory of 
Richard Pearlman, an FHVA 
member. Partnering with the 
American Legion. The event 
will include a fl ag ceremony, 
speeches from elected offi cials, 
words from the Pearlman family, 
the announcement of the FHVAC 
memorial garden project and a live 
performance of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.”
When: 7 p.m.
Where: 92-29 Metropolitan Ave., 
Forest Hills
Contact: (646) 610-6700 Commemoration Ceremony — 

The commemoration is for family 
members of victims of the 1993 and 
2001 attacks.
When: 6:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: National September 11 
Memorial Plaza, Lower Manhattan

Contact: (646) 610-6700

Bayside Hills Civic Association 
— Our featured speaker will be 
Community Board 11 Chairman and 
previous BHCA President Jerry 
Iannece, who designed, donated 
and had installed the special 

plaque that graces our memorial 
garden.
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Bell Boulevard and Long 
Island Expressway service road

Juniper Valley Park — Candlelight 
memorial by fl agpole. Please bring 
candle and chair.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Juniper Boulevard South 
and 78th Street

Sept. 12

Port Authority, Correction 
and United Community Civic 
Association Memorial Ceremony 
— UCCA, the Port Authority and 
the city Department of Correction 
will hold a candlelight memorial 
ceremony in honor of the 12th 
anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks. Candles will be supplied.
When: 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: McManus Memorial Park, 
81st Street and Grand Central 
Parkway service road, Astoria 
Heights

Al Santora (l.) hugs friend Veronica Hartley at the conclusion of a 
9/11 ceremony at St. Michael’s Cemetery last year.

Dorie Pearlman holds a photo of her son Richard, a member of the Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, who was killed Sept. 11, 2001.

Forest Hills remembers Sept. 11 hero
Volunteer Ambulance Corps raising funds for community garden in memory of 18-year-old
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city Economic 
Development Corp. was 
back in City Hall this week 
pushing a new Willets 
Point redevelopment plan 
years after the original 
was approved by the City 
Council, but the develop-
ers could have avoided the 
latest legislative process 
by tweaking the proposal’s 
timetable.

A joint venture com-
posed of Related Cos. and 
Sterling Equities, the real 
estate arm of the New York 
Mets, testified at a subcom-
mittee on Zoning and Fran-
chises hearing Tuesday 
along with members of the 
EDC. The companies are 
specifically seeking the 
Council’s permission to site 
about 3,000 parking spaces 
on a temporary lot in Wil-
lets Point as part of the $3 
billion project. The parking 
spaces will later be relocat-
ed to several new parking 

garages.
The subcommittee did 

not vote Tuesday and the 
full Council has until early 
October to vote on whether 
or not to grant the permit.

But simply building 
those parking garages at 
the outset would be permis-
sible under the Council’s 
2008 decision and take care 
of the parking problem. So 
why go through the trouble 
of getting a permit for the 
lot?

The developers and the 
opposition have different 
explanations.

The partnership con-
tends this sequencing is 
essential to ensure the en-
tire vision can be realized. 
They have repeatedly said 
the only way to develop Wil-
lets Point according to the 
2008 plan was to create an 
economic engine to drive 
the project, namely the 1.4 
million square foot retail 
and entertainment complex 
proposed for the west of Citi 

Field. 
“We believe strongly 

that the project makes eco-
nomic sense,” said Jesse 
Masyr, land-use counsel to 
the partnership.

Basically, the joint ven-
ture needs to have the mall 
and a proposed retail strip 
along 126th Street up and 
running to not only offset 
other costs of the project, 
but to create a destination 
to make the housing com-
ponent more attractive.

Building all three pro-
posed garages at the outset 
would upset that economic 
blueprint, Masyr said.

The $3 billion develop-
ment is slated to proceed 
in three phases. First, the 
joint venture will raze the 
auto shops and junk yards 
that populate the area east 
of Citi Field and clean the 
toxic soil there. They will 
then build a hotel and re-
tail along 126th Street, 
construct the mall in the 

western parking lot of the 
stadium and transfer those 
lost spaces to a paved, tem-
porary lot behind 126th 
Street.

After the city is sched-
uled to construct ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
in 2024, the partnership 
will tear up the temporary 
lot, build 2,500 units of 
housing, retail and a school 
and move the 3,000 spaces 
once more to a series of ga-
rages on the southern edge 
of Roosevelt Avenue across 
from Citi Field.

But opponents have 
long contended that the 
city and developers only 
want the mall and do not 
want to build the housing, 
which includes 875 afford-
able units.

The partnership 
would be required to pay a 
$35 million penalty for not 
building the housing, con-
tracts show, but the city is 
also not contractually obli-
gated to build the ramps. If 

the ramps never get built, 
then the joint venture is off 
the hook.

By obtaining this cur-
rent permit, they will have 
made the parking lot legal, 
which would not have been 
permissible under the spe-
cial zoning written in 2008.  
According to Iron Triangle 
property owners, this is all 
part of the plan.

“Mark my words: No 
housing is ever going to 
be built,” said Jerry An-
tonacci, a member of oppo-
sition group Willets Point 
United, who spoke in an 
informational video about 
the project and testified at 
City Hall Tuesday.

The city and Masyr 
contend all parties are 
completely committed to 
the development as a whole, 
which needs to happen to 
net the desired return, in-
cluding benefits to the city 
like revenues from proper-
ty taxes and income taxes.

A new retail and entertainment complex is slated for the western 
parking lot of Citi Field. Image courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Parking permit is crux of Willets Point redux
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BY PHIL CORSO

The City Council allo-
cated $2.6 million in capital 
funding to Sunnyside Com-
munity Services so it can 
renovate its second floor 
and enhance senior servic-
es, administrators said.

The money came as 
part of the 2014 city budget 
and Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
visited the facility, at 43-
31 39th St., last Friday to 
deliver the news himself. 
The councilman stood 
before a crowded room of 
seniors eating lunch, play-
ing games and socializing 
when he outlined how far 
the millions will go.

“Sunnyside Commu-
nity Services is a borough-
wide institution that each 
and every single day gives 
seniors the opportunity to 
enjoy life through quality 
recreational activities, in-
spirational programming 
and interactive services 
that keep them active and 
engaged,” Van Bramer said. 
“I look forward to watching 
this institution thrive for 
years to come.”

A popular spot for var-
ious public meetings and 
social events in western 
Queens, Sunnyside Com-
munity Services has ben-
efitted roughly 14,000 peo-
ple annually and provided 

more than 54,000 hours of 
health and home care ser-
vices weekly to nearly 1,700 
homebound residents in 
western Queens, Van Bram-
er said. The new chunk in 
capital funding, he said, 
will help the center gut its 
second floor and restruc-
ture its layout, making way 
for a better working envi-
ronment and easier access 
for city seniors.

Judy Zangwill, execu-
tive director of Sunnyside 
Community Services, said 
the councilman has been 
a staunch advocate for the 
center, always fighting to 
secure funding for seniors. 
With his help, the facil-
ity will break ground next 
year to remove the walls on 
its second floor and relo-
cate work spaces and day-
care services, she said.

“His support for this 
capital project shows, once 
again, that he understands 
the importance of senior 
services, and he under-
stands how to empower 
nonprofits to provide high-
quality services to those 
who rely on us,” she said. 
“We feel all these improve-
ments will make a much 
more welcoming environ-
ment for seniors.”

Zangwill said reno-
vation plans include the 
expansion of the facility’s 
adult day-care program by 

1,000 square feet to serve 
about 20 more seniors. The 
construction, she said, will 
help the center achieve 
goals its current $52 mil-
lion budget cannot accom-
plish alone.

Steve Behmoiras, a 
senior who frequents the 
community center in Sun-
nyside, became emotional 
when publicly thanking 
Van Bramer for his sup-
port and advocacy over the 
years. Behmoiras said he 
had known Van Bramer 
since he was 9 and said the 
city was lucky to have his 
support.

“[The center] probably 
extended my life at least 10 
to 15 years,” he said. “It’s 
like I’ve got a second fam-
ily.”

Van Bramer has a his-
tory of securing funding 
to benefit senior services 
throughout the city, with 
more than $3 million alone 
going toward Sunnyside 
Community Services. He 
also worked to secure fund-
ing for senior programs at 
centers in Queensbridge, 
Ravenswood and Wood-
side.

“The government 
needs to respect our se-
niors, and I’m here to say 
that I do,” Van Bramer 
said.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (third from r.) announces $2.6 million in upgrades coming to the 
Sunnyside Community Services headquarters. Photo by Phil Corso

Van Bramer cashes in 
for Sunnyside seniors
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

GET OUT AND VOTE
Next Tuesday voters from Queens will go to the polls 

to choose candidates in primaries for citywide offices as 
well as borough president and the City Council. This is a 
year when every vote counts and a low turnout will allow 
a small portion of the electorate to decide who runs City 
Hall and other major posts for the next four years.

The city has been led by two mayors — one Republican 
and the other a switch hitter from GOPer to independent 
— since 1993 and faces a dramatic change with whoever 
slides into the big desk at City Hall. Term limits, which 
were extended in 2008, have produced several key vacan-
cies in Queens this year.

Since the ratio of registered Democrats to Republi-
cans in Queens is 4-to-1, the candidates who win the Demo-
cratic primary in most of the Council races are virtually 
guaranteed to be the victors.

The one exception may be the Democratic primary in 
northeast Queens for the seat to be vacated by Republican 
Councilman Dan Halloran, who was indicted on bribery 
charges during his first term in office. The winner will 
face a Republican. There is only one Republican primary 
in Queens for mayor, but when the general election rolls 
around Nov. 5, the GOP challenger to Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth Crowley could put up a strong fight. 

In the pitched battle for borough president, Demo-
crats Melinda Katz and Peter Vallone offer a clear choice 
in their differing views of public safety and education. 
Everly Brown, a fellow Democrat, is considered a long 
shot. Republican Tony Arcabascio will be on the Republi-
can line in November.

There have been defections along the way in the may-
oral contest, but nine Democrats and three Republicans 
remain on the ballot. New York City has made headlines 
across the country with two bold names — Anthony Wein-
er for mayor and Eliot Spitzer for comptroller — in the run-
ning. With all the hoopla generated by their candidacies, 
let’s hope their attempts at personal redemption have at 
least made New Yorkers more informed about the races.

About 25 percent of the city’s eligible Democrats are 
expected to vote in next week’s primary compared to a re-
cord low of 10 percent in 2009, after the Council reversed 
course and voted to give Bloomberg a shot at a third term.

That’s still minority rule.
Get off the couch, stash the social media toys and 

show up to vote.
It’s the right thing to do.

Respect city workers who build infrastructure

N
ot only around La-
bor Day, but all year 
round, as we marvel 
at the infrastruc-

ture of this city, we should 
salute the workers who ren-
dered these architectural 
and engineering dreams a 
reality.

Many of these work-
ers acquired their bril-
liant skills as students in 
our public school career 
and technical education 
programs. Look up at the 
wondrous new World Trade 
Center structures. You 
have got to respect the re-

sponsibility and expertise 
shown by the electricians, 
plumbers and other spe-
cialized professionals who 
have mastered their roles 
and implemented all the 
tasks and logistics of this 
and countless other com-
plex projects that require 
intensive coordination and 
allow no room for error.

These workers build 
and keep safe our bridges, 
tunnels, water supply, high-
ways and sewage disposal 
operations. Many other cat-
egories of critical jobs that 
we all depend on are being 

filled by career and tech-
nical education student 
alumni. Their preparation 
is not easy. The coursework 
is as substantial as that of 
any traditional academic 
major.

There is a strong and 
growing academic compo-
nent in their studies. That 
training not only increases 
subject knowledge but is 
also designed to sharpen 
judgment when performing 
under employment. A high 
level of sophistication is 
called for.

Historically, New York 

City public schools have 
been on the cutting edge of 
quality career and techni-
cal education nationwide. 
They still hold the banner 
high, so let us reinvigorate 
them by publicly support-
ing them with every chance 
we get.

Advancing the cause 
of career and public educa-
tion is not a partisan issue. 
It is a practical idea and a 
necessity that will continue 
to benefit all.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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Teens at gas station a nuisance

I 
am a Clearview Gardens 
resident and was inter-
ested in either writing 
an article about, or hav-

ing one written about the 
gas station at 17-55 Francis 
Lewis Blvd.

This station has had 
more than 15 noise com-
plaints in the past six 
months alone, and that is 
what I have gained from 
talking to my neighbors. 
Five of those calls have 
been transferred over to 
the 109th Precinct for drag 
racing and/or pedestrian 
endangerment. One resi-
dent told me he called 911 
over the winter to report 
teenagers on snowmobiles 
who had made their home 
base at the station, chas-
ing down cars that were 
driving past and throwing 
snowballs at them and play-
ing chicken with them. He 
waited for moe than 45 min-
utes before abandoning his 
wait for the police.

As of late, the spot has 
been a home to as many as 
30 teens and young adults 
per night, and myself and 
at least three other resi-
dents have seen copious 
amounts of smoking near 
the pumps and underage 
drinking. Furthermore, 
groups of two to five mem-
bers sneak behind the gas 
station to smoke marijuana 
and have now started to 
park SUVs and vans on the 
side streets and smoke pot 
there as well.

Besides the loud music 
frequently playing there, 
there is also occasional rac-
ing along that strip. This 
is dangerous behavior and 
needs to be addressed im-
mediately.

The owners of the sta-
tion have tried a few tactics 
over the past year to help 
the situation. For a time 
last summer, there was po-
lice presence for as much 
as a week at the station, 

deterring this activity. The 
station also hired private 
security, but after a few 
weeks that was no longer 
affective. Finally, they set 
up rope barricades to limit 
how many cars could loi-
ter there, but that has had 
virtually no impact on the 
teens and young adults con-
gregating there.

To my knowledge now, 
four co-ops within a three-
block radius of the station 
have been listed for sale in 
the past year. Clearly all 
the drinking, pot smoking 
and loud behavior is taking 
a toll on the community. 
With five 911 calls and 15 
311 calls about this loca-
tion — to my knowledge 
there could be more — why 
has nothing been done to 
protect the residents and 
vehicles in this area?

Andrea Clavell
Clearview Gardens

Lainos right in suing Parks
T

he news that the fami-
ly of Tony Laino, who 
was killed when a 
tree fell on his house 

in Flushing, has filed a law-
suit through their attorney 
is good to hear.

It was a tragedy los-
ing such a great guy who 
had everything to live for. 
There is no question the 
city Parks Department was 

negligent for not removing 
that tree after so many re-
quests were filed by the Lai-
nos and their neighbors for 
a long time prior to Sandy.

There are so many 
other trees in Queens that 
need to be taken down be-
fore other senseless trag-
edies occur. The Parks De-
partment needs to address 
this potentially dangerous 

and life-threatening issue 
immediately.

I wish the Laino fam-
ily success in their endeav-
ors. You have the support 
of many people, including 
this writer.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Staff unhelpful at boro pols’ offi ces

I 
have reached my break-
ing point with the lack 
of help coming from our 
elected officials at state 

Sen. Jose Peralta’s (D-East 
Elmhurst) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm’s 
(D-Jackson Heights) offices 
and how they have the most 
incompetent workers our 
tax dollars pay for.

I had contacted both 
offices for help regarding 
my partner Jose, who was a 
victim of a crime, hospital-
ized and in a rehab center. I 
needed help with the treat-
ment in both facilities and 
to get a marriage license, 
but no help whatsoever.

People in the offices 
gave me the impression 

that they do not care about 
my problems. I asked for a 
meeting with the elected of-
ficials, but I just got stone-
walled by the chief of staff.

Do these people realize 
we as American taxpayers 
pay their salaries?

John Aquatero
Jackson Heights

Willets Point plan nothing but same old politics
T

he Willets Point plan 
approved in 2008 was 
clear and unambigu-
ous. The city would 

acquire 62 acres in Willets 
Point through the volun-
tary sale by property own-
ers or, if need be, through 
eminent domain. A private 
developer would construct 
on the site upscale retail 
stores, office buildings, a 
convention center, a school 
and luxury housing with a 
portion set aside for afford-
able housing.

The developer would 
be required to remove what-
ever contamination existed 
on a 23-acre portion of the 
site. There was no mention 
of a 1.4-million-square-foot 
shopping mall at Citi Field 

or any connection to Citi 
Field.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg reneged on his 
promise that the commu-
nity would have input in 
the developer selection pro-
cess and selected the New 
York Mets’ Related Cos. as 
the developer. The city now 
seeks what it describes as 
a minor change to the 2008 
plan. The change sought is 
to allow for the construc-
tion on the 23-acre site a 
parking area, a change that 
would under normal cir-
cumstances be considered 
minor.

Like the elephant in 
the room, the change is ma-
jor. The reason for the park-
ing lot is to enable the city 

to move the Citi Field park-
ing lot to Willets Point and 
on the vacated lot construct 
a 1.4-million-square-foot 
shopping mall, which has 
nothing at all to do with 
Willets Point and the plan 
adopted in 2008.

Since a land use 
change requires a Uniform 
Land Use Review Proce-
dure proceeding, the Mets 
and Related Cos. made the 
necessary application, but 
in a sleight of hand the 
ULURP merely seeks per-
mission for the parking 
area at Willets Point. In 
other words, there has been 
no ULURP for the shopping 
mall, the intention being to 
slip the mall in through the 
back door. A typical politi-

cal ploy.
Furthermore, the Citi 

Field parking area is in fact 
on Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park land and, by by-
passing ULURP, the city is 
ignoring the fact that a huge 
shopping mall on parkland 
is a radical change from a 
parking lot and would re-
quire replacing parkland. 
Bloomberg, a master in the 
lack of government trans-
parency and ostensibly in 
deference to his billionaire 
friend Fred Wilpon, owner 
of the Mets, is going along 
with this charade and will 
not litigate the issue.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall and the 
City Planning Commission 
were informed of the above 

as well as of the fact that 
while Community Board 7 
approved the application by 
a 23-18 vote, CB 3 rejected it 
by a 30-1 vote with 1 absten-
tion, resulting in 48 against 
and 24 in favor.

Ignoring this vote 
and making a mockery of 
ULURP by not requiring its 
use for the shopping mall 
and the time-honored con-
cept of replacing parkland 
and ignoring the fact that 
the affordable housing re-
quired under the 2008 plan 
has now been placed on the 
back burner until 2025 and 
may never get built, Mar-
shall and the CPC in a 10-1 
vote approved the applica-
tion.

Several of the CPC 

members who voted yes is-
sued written statements. 
Those statements were so 
lacking in substance, in 
understanding of the is-
sues and so unprofessional 
as to be an embarrassment. 
A sixth-grade civic student 
could have articulated a 
more coherent statement. 
The vote of Marshall and 
the CPC can only be de-
scribed as political hack 
jobs.

Until the public wakes 
up and drives hack politi-
cians and their appointees 
out of office, we can expect 
the same old, same old.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing
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J
ohn Catsimatidis is 
running strongly in 
the Republican pri-
mary election, to be 

held Sept. 10. He has been 
endorsed by former Repub-
lican Gov. George Pataki. 
His main opponent in that 
race is Joe Lhota, a former 
deputy mayor.

Catsimatidis has ac-
complished the American 
Dream. When he was in col-
lege, he began working in a 
family grocery store and 
built it into a supermarket 
chain which today is the 
Red Apple Group and Grist-
edes Foods. His career has 
exemplified the American 
free enterprise system.

In a recent interview, 
Catsimatidis gave his views 
on campaign issues. He fa-
vors having deputy mayors 
in each borough reporting 
to him about important 
developments. He does not 
think the borough presi-
dents are enough. He wants 
city officials in charge who 
report directly to the may-
or.

He opposes the Com-
munity Safety Act recently 
passed by the City Council. 
The act forbids a member of 
city government from clas-
sifying a criminal suspect 
according to race, sex, age 
or housing status, among 
other categories. Catsima-
tidis thinks this type of 
policy will hamper police 
efforts to combat crime.

One priority issue he 
intends to give a lot of at-
tention to is the restoration 
of vocational high schools, 
where students, in addition 

to being taught academic 
subjects, are also taught 
trades such as electrical 
work, plumbing, car re-
pair and woodwork. These 
schools worked well during 
the 1940s and ’50s. Catsima-
tidis believes bringing back 
these schools will have the 
effect of reducing the public 
school dropout rate.

He also intends to 
spend a lot of time oversee-
ing contract negotiations 
with labor representatives. 
He has much experience 
in dealing with top labor 
contracts in his supermar-
ket business. Catsimatidis, 
during his administration, 
would encourage foreign in-
vestment, which will bring 
more jobs to the citizens of 
the city, thereby reducing 
the jobless rate.

He intends to work on 
better police protection by 
hiring more police, pos-
sibly 4,000 new recruits. 

He wants to increase the 
use of modern technology 
in getting more effective 
crime fighting efforts and 
improving response time. 
He has a lot of respect for 
Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly.

Catsimatidis, as he in-
dicated, is devoted to New 
York City. He wants it to 
continue to be a leading city 
of the country. He wants to 
make the city safe for every-

one. He is concerned about 
our youth and elderly.

Considering the po-
litical realities of the situa-
tion, the Democratic enroll-
ment is considerably higher 
than that of Republicans in 
New York City. Yet in spite 
of this, Republicans have 
won the mayoral position 
since 1993. That means 20 
years of Republican rule 
under the leadership of 
Rudy Giuliani and Michael 

Bloomberg.
When we look at 

Queens, Democrats con-
trol all elective offices ex-
cept two Council seats. In 
Manhattan and the Bronx, 
there are no Republicans 
holding elective office. Yet 
when it comes to electing a 
mayor, a significant num-
ber of Democrats will vote 
Republican.

We have had a long 
primary campaign lasting 
from January. It has been 
a hard-fought race in both 
political parties and will 
continue to be so up to Pri-
mary Day.

In New York City, the 
mayor’s race has always 
attracted a lot of attention 
and will continue to do so 
this year.

As we are living 
through difficult economic 
times, we need an effective 
leader as mayor.

Catsimatidis backs vocational schools and stop-frisk
COLUMNS

O
nce upon a time, 
baseball was known 
as the “national pas-
time” and its play-

ers were heroes. They were 
looked up to as paragons 
of what a person should 
be — talented, humble (for 
the most part) and one with 
the nation in which they 
played.

My father told me 
about those times. He as-
sured me — and in my life-
time, up to a point, I knew it 
to be true — that these were 
not myths.

Oh, there were bad 
apples when it came to 
drinking, womanizing, etc. 
Then there was the Black 
Sox scandal, in which some 

Chicago White Sox players 
threw the World Series to 
the Cincinnati Reds. One of 
those charged was “Shoe-
less” Joe Jackson. The sto-
ry is complex and Joe may 
not have been involved, it 
seems, but at the time there 
was despair among Sox 
fans and others who loved 
baseball.

One of the myths is 
that when Jackson came 
out of the courthouse one 
day, a small boy tearfully 
called out to him, “Say it 
ain’t so, Joe!”

I learned about this 
years after I spent many a 
Saturday or Sunday trav-
eling to the Polo Grounds 
with my father to see a sin-
gle game or double-header 
with his beloved New York 
Giants. Our trips from 
Elmhurst were wonder-
ful, as were the games. My 
father had a great memory 
and he knew all the stops 
on the trains from Grand 
Avenue. He knew baseball.

He had gone to work 
at the age of 11. His father 
had died five years before, 
leaving a young widow and 
my father’s older sister. My 
father was an avid reader of 
the Daily News and the Dai-
ly Mirror. He started with 
the back pages, where the 
sports were. To this day, I 
read the New York Times’ 
last section first before go-
ing to other sections.

My father’s great hero 
was Christie Mathewson. 
He was a Bucknell Univer-
sity graduate and a pitcher 
for the Giants. He enlisted 
in the U.S. Army in World 
War I, when he was 37, leav-
ing his wife and son in New 
York. A gassing in training 
in France probably contrib-
uted to his getting tubercu-
losis, which killed him at 
45.

He was known as the 
Christian Gentleman be-
cause, following a pledge 
to his mother, he would not 
pitch Sundays. Shades of 

“Chariots of Fire.” Some 
places, at the time, banned 
Sunday games. He was 
among the first five elected 
to the Baseball Hall of Fame 
some years after his death. 
The others were Babe Ruth, 
Ty Cobb, Walter Johnson 
and Honus Wagner.

To my father and me, 
King Carl Hubbell, Prince 
Hal Schumacher, “Fat” 
Freddy Fitzsimmons, Bill 
Terry, Harry Danning and 
Mel Ott were among the 
heroes. We would sit in the 
upper-right field stands 
to watch Ott play his posi-
tion. Ott called his man-
ager John McGraw “Mr. 
McGraw.” Imagine!

My father taught me 
how to keep a scorecard. 
I brought those treasures 
home to Elmhurst, but they 
are long gone.

Those players were not 
what we would call “highly 
paid,” and that includes 
stars like Babe Ruth, but 
they made enough, for the 

most part, to live comfort-
ably, most of them here in 
the city where they played. 
That seemed to be the case 
for Giants, Yankees and 
Dodgers. They were part of 
the fabric of city life.

They were not all Boy 
Scouts, but they played well 
and hard. Hubbell, my fa-
ther told me, would take 
himself out of a game if he 
believed he was not pitch-
ing well. It seemed to be 
a time when a fine player 
could also be a team player.

These are memories, 
of course, including those 
of my father’s last view of 
his Giants, on TV, the year 
Willie Mays made his de-
but. My father was not the 
most unbiased of human 
beings, but he commented 
favorably on Willie’s skills 
and his decent personality. 
Willie has remained a hero 
to this day.

I do not watch base-
ball now, but I follow it. I 
wish all our heroes today 

were like Derek Jeter and 
Mariano Rivera. Even 
though they are New York 
Yankees, I think my father 
would approve of them as 
players and decent human 
beings.

I am sure there are 
many baseball players, 
here and throughout the 
country, who deserve our 
attention.

I wish we lived in an 
era when talent and not 
drugs counted. I wish we 
lived in an era when a 
young child or an adult did 
not have to think of crying 
out, “Say it ain’t so!” to any 
hero they might have had 
in any sport.

But, to our great loss 
as a nation, it is so.

Please read my blog, 
“No Holds Barred,” at 
timesledger.com.

Baseball players have lost their heroic luster over time

Republican candidate John Catsimatidis (c.) is surrounded by sup-
porters as he announces his intention to run for mayor. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

William
Lewis

■

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■
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G
rowing voter partic-
ipation in Queens’ 
immigrant commu-
nities has left indel-

ible stamps on the political 
processes in the borough. 
While most issues that af-
fect these voters span ra-
cial and ethnic lines, a lack 
of participation by these 
voters has made many bor-
ough races non-competitive 
and residents feeling left 
 out of the political process.

Now in the run-up 
to the highly competitive 
mayoral primaries, the 
Indo-Caribbean Alliance  
is moving to motivate and 
engage voters in south-
ern Queens. I spoke with 
Richard David, executive 
director of the Ozone Park-
based Indo-Caribbean Alli-
ance, on that group’s voter 

engagement drive and is-
sues important to voters in 
southern Queens.

The backbone of ICA’s 
drive is its volunteers, 
a group of young people 
ranging from high school 
students to recent gradu-
ates. These volunteers 
make calls to registered 
voters and go door-to-door 
to speak with residents. 
David noted that the goals 
of the program are to reach 
5,000 voters with a pledge to 
turn out on Election Day.

In addition, the group 
wants to register 100 new 
voters and puts together 
informative materials, in-
cluding pledge cards and 
voter information bro-
chures, which serve as a re-
fresher for those that have 
not voted recently.

The group, founded 
in 2009, is based in Rich-
mond Hill. Queens’ Indo-
Caribbean neighborhoods 
are in South Richmond 
Hill, South Ozone Park and 
some pockets of Jamaica 
and Woodhaven.

Since ICA is a nonprof-
it, its goal is to reach voters 
jaded with the political pro-
cess. Even though having 
no members of the Indo-
Caribbean community in 
elected office contributes 
to this cynicism, David 
said this is not what is most 
important for the neighbor-
hood. Nor is it the focus of 
ICA’s efforts. Through vot-
er outreach and education, 
the group hopes that not 
only will members of the 

community feel engaged 
in their neighborhood, but 
will also be empowered to 
make informed decisions.

In keeping with this 
mission, ICA plans to hold a 
candidates’ night after the 
mayoral primaries. ICA be-
lieves its voter engagement 
drive will be a success if it 
can increase the turnout 
rate and improve the at-
titude most residents have 
toward voting.

ICA wants to remind 

voters of their importance 
in the political process as 
well as identifying issues 
pertinent to the neighbor-
hood. Like most in the city, 
the availability of jobs and 
a high dropout rate affect 
economic opportunity. In 
addition, David notes, there 
is a high homeownership 
rate in the Indo-Caribbean 
community, so these house-
holds struggle with high 
property taxes. Renters in 
the neighborhood have also 

felt the impact of these tax-
es in increases.

The increased cost of 
living limits opportuni-
ties for parents to steer 
their children away from 
strained local schools, a re-
ality that no doubt affects 
the dropout rate.

David pointed out that 
ICA serves all Queens resi-
dents, and there are a num-
ber of African-American 
and Hispanic volunteers 
from the neighborhood par-
ticipating in contacting and 
registering voters.

“This is a community 
effort … that goes across 
community lines,” David 
said. “The goal of voter 
engagement is to inspire 
young people to get more 
involved in their commu-
nity and affect the change 
they want to see.”

The upcoming mayor-
al primary could be one of 
the more competitive in the 
borough in recent memory, 
so the impact of every voter 
will matter Sept. 10.

Boro group seeks to register Indo-Caribbeans for primary

New Voices

Condo, co-op owners should vote for who will care for them

N
ext week, Democrats 
and Republicans 
will select their par-
ties’ candidate for 

November’s mayoral elec-
tion. Having attended nu-
merous candidate forums 
in the past few months, a 
reality check taken with a 
dose of truth serum is in 
order by the contenders, as 
they purport to solve many 
serious problems confront-
ing our city.

But is that possible? 
The polls would have us 
believe that voters are 
tired of politics as usual 
and seek honest answers, 
but audience reactions at 
forums tells us something 

different. Obfuscation, 
feel-good rhetoric and gov-
ernmental nannyism by 
candidates bring applause 
while the harsh reality of 
tight budgets and fiscal 
constraints bring deri-
sion, boos and hisses.

The candidates have 
learned that placebos sell 
and the panaceas and 
promises of sunny skies 
forever will yield bobble-
headed agreement among 
audience members. Vot-
ers are just as complicit 
in this false storytelling, 
problem-solving narrative 
as the candidates them-
selves. Nevertheless, my 
cynicism must give way to 
the reality that one of the 
contenders will emerge 
and become New York’s 
mayor for the next four to 
eight years.

As president of New 
York’s largest horizontal 
co-op, Glen Oaks Village, 
and a co-op leader on such 

issues, I offer some insights 
into this mayoral election 
that co-op residents and 
others may want to consid-
er before making their se-
lection. The focus of co-op 
leaders has always been on 
creating a safe and afford-
able quality of life for fam-
ilies, seniors and children 
living in co-op buildings. 
Residential housing co-
ops, especially those in the 
outerboroughs represent 
the largest swath of afford-
able housing in New York 
and the families living in 
them have a lot at stake in 
this election.

Recently, the Presi-
dents Co-op & Condo 
Council, of which I am the 
founder and co-president, 
joined with the Queens 
chapter of the New York 
Bar Association to hold 
a candidates’ forum at 
North Shore Towers to 
highlight some of these is-
sues. The only candidate 

who declined to respond to 
our invitation and numer-
ous phone calls was Bill de 
Blasio. You decide how to 
interpret that.

Co-op issues may not 
sound exciting nor cap-
ture the headlines, but 
they affect hundreds of 
thousands of people in 
our city. Co-ops have been 
under siege recently with 
exploding property taxes, 
double- and triple-digit 
valuation increases and 
an unending barrage of 
unfunded mandates that 
require co-op owners to 
dig deeper into their pock-
ets at a time when the well 
has run dry.

Elected officials have 
the power to subjugate the 
decisions of co-op boards 
to the whims of legislative 
prerogative, which often 
may not be in your co-op 
or family’s best interest, 
which is why elections are 
important. At the mayoral 

forum, each of the can-
didates tried to convey a 
concern for co-op issues 
by opposing unfunded 
mandates, supporting con-
sultations with co-op lead-
ers and supporting tax 
fairness as the current 
property tax system taxes 
co-op and condo owners at 
substantially higher rates 
than single-family hom-
eowners.

But it was Christine 
Quinn, among the Demo-
cratic contenders, who 
made the most compelling 
case. Quinn was instru-
mental in getting the city 
Department of Finance to 
temporarily cap its crush-
ing double- and triple-digit 
valuation increases a cou-
ple years ago on co-ops and 
condos in eastern Queens.

At the forum, Quinn 
acknowledged the impact 
that a DOF commissioner 
has on the lives of co-op 
and condo owners, and said 

she would seek the input of 
co-op board presidents and 
leaders before choosing a 
new commissioner. Access 
to the co-op community 
has proven to be a strong 
point for Quinn. During 
the past four years, Quinn 
has proven to be receptive 
and proactive on behalf of 
outerborough co-op com-
munities in drafting and 
amending legislation be-
fore the City Council.

But this is only Act 
1 in a three-act play, and 
Quinn is in a close race 
with de Blasio. If the lead-
ing mayoral candidate 
receives less than 40 per-
cent of the popular vote in 
the primary, the top two 
contenders will compete 
in Act 2, a runoff election 
two weeks later. Act 3 is 
Election Day in November, 
when the Democratic and 
Republican primary win-
ners will face off in the 
general election.

Voters wait in line to cast their ballot at PS 63 in Ozone Park last year.

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point
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hen I was the pub-
lisher of a chain 
of weekly news-
papers, each year 

around this time numerous 
political candidates came 
to our office for their en-
dorsement interviews.

In races for City Coun-
cil or the state Assembly or 
state Senate, where most 
voters have little knowl-
edge of the qualifications 
or views of the candidates, 
the endorsement of the lo-
cal newspaper can be in-
fluential in the outcome of 
these “down ballot” races.

But in much larger rac-
es, such as mayor or gover-
nor, endorsements from lo-
cal newspapers matter less. 

One could argue that the 
endorsements of the large 
dailies, such as the New 
York Post, Daily News and 
The New York Times, move 
fewer votes these days as 
circulations plummet.

A few years ago, a 
bright and successful busi-
nessman, Harry Wilson, 
virtually swept the newspa-
per endorsements around 
the city and in much of the 
state, but he came up short 
as the GOP challenger to 
incumbent state Comptrol-
ler Tom DiNapoli.

This year, we will have 
another interesting test 
case on the power of news-
paper endorsements in the 
city comptroller race. Scott 
Stringer took the News, 
Post and Times, but accord-
ing to recent polls still lags 
behind Eliot Spitzer.

Can Stringer use the 
Good Housekeeping Seal of 
Approval that these editori-
al endorsements represent 
to nose ahead of Spitzer on 

Primary Day? Time will 
tell.

Besides newspaper en-
dorsements, there are the 
much-sought-after union 
endorsements that often 
are accompanied by ground 

troops, independent expen-
diture advertising budgets 
and phone banks.

This year’s Democrat-
ic mayoral primary has a 
fractured set of union en-
dorsements, with four of 

the five leading candidates 
— the exception is Anthony 
Weiner — each claiming 
support from at least a few 
major unions. Until the 
run-off, it seems, the union 
support will be neutral-
ized.

There are also the 
many endorsements by 
current and former elected 
leaders, but like good looks 
and cotton candy, they are 
nice to have but do not re-
ally matter much at the end 
of the day.

There is one individ-
ual, I believe, whose en-
dorsement in the mayoral 
race could tip the scales 
this year: Al Sharpton. The 
MSNBC pundit and former 
controversial reverend still 
has lots of sway in the Afri-
can-American community. 
If he endorsed Bill de Bla-
sio or Christine Quinn, it 
could be the death knell for 
the only African-American 
candidate, Bill Thompson.

Conversely, a strong 

endorsement of Thompson 
by Sharpton could propel 
the former comptroller into 
a run-off and beyond.

I like to read endorse-
ments for the persuasive 
cases they make for the 
candidate they support. 
They are part of my deci-
sion-making process.

But when all is said 
and done, voting is an in-
dependent decision. Voters 
must educate themselves 
and then weigh the candi-
dates’ pluses and minuses 
before deciding who will 
best move our great city 
forward.

Most of all, vote. It is 
your civic duty.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Thirty years after 
she bopped onto the music 
scene, Cyndi Lauper comes 
home for a special perfor-
mance at Queens College’s 
Colden Auditorium Oct. 20.

And because girls just 
want to have fun, the for-
mer Ozone Park resident 
plans to perform her entire 
debut album, “She’s So Un-
usual,” in celebration of the 
30th anniversary of the re-
cord’s release.

“Cyndi Lauper is an 
international music icon 
and Kupferberg Presents is 
thrilled that she is bringing 
her tour to Kupferberg Cen-
ter for the Arts,” said Leon 
Denmark, artistic director 
of Kupferberg Presents. 
“But to the Queens com-
munity this is extra special 
because she is truly one of 
us, and we look forward to 
welcoming her home.”

Born in Astoria and 
raised in Brooklyn and 
later Ozone Park, Lauper 
released “She’s So Unusu-
al” in October 1983. It made 
Lauper a major recording 
star. She sold more than 16 
million copies of the album 
and was the first female 
artist to have five Top 10 
singles on a debut record. 
In February 1985, Lauper 
took home a Grammy for 
Best New Artist.

“We are delighted to 
be hosting her first ap-
pearance in Queens,” said 

Jeffrey Rosenstock, Kup-
ferberg Center for the Arts’ 
executive director. 

Besides the early-’80s 
anthem “Girls Just Want to 
Have Fun,” Lauper’s debut 
album also includes “Time 
After Time,” “She Bop,” 
“Money Changes Every-
thing” and “All Through 
the Night.”

Audience members 
will also be treated to inti-
mate, never-before-heard 
stories about the record-
ing of the album, said Den-
mark.

“We have been trying 

to book Cyndi for a year 
and a half,” said Denmark. 
“When we first asked, 
she was preparing for her 
Broadway show. With the 
help of Jeff’s friend, who 
works for Cyndi, and Phil 
Citron, our program con-
sultant, we were able to 
make a deal.”

The tour, which kicked 
off in San Diego in June, 
also includes performanc-
es of songs from Lauper’s 
latest incarnation as the 
Tony-winning composer of 
“Kinky Boots.” Based on 
the 2005 movie of the same 
name, the musical opened 
on Broadway this past April 
and was nominated for 13 
Tony Awards. It ended up 
with six awards, including 
Best Musical.

Lauper earned one for 
writing the show’s music 
and lyrics, which was the 
first time a woman work-
ing alone had claimed that 
honor.

The “She’s So Unusual 
30th Anniversary Tour” 
hits the Colden Auditorium 
of the Kupferberg Perform-
ing Arts Center Oct. 20 at 7 
p.m.

Tickets went on sale 
this week and range in 
price from $35 up to $125. 
They can be purchased on-
line at kupferbergpresents.
org or at the theater’s box 
office on the Queens Col-
lege campus in Flushing.

Cyndi Lauper returns to her 
old hometown with a con-
cert at Queens College’s 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts 
in October to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the re-
lease of her debut album. 
Photo courtesy Kupferberg Presents

Cyndi Lauper returns 
to boro with new show

Kids that gamble are three times more likely to drink, four times more 
likely to smoke and four times more likely to be in trouble with the law.  
According to the New York Council on Public Gambling, in New York 
state 48% of seventh to 12th graders reported that they had gambled 
within the past year, 10% have had problems due to their gambling and 
an additional 10% are at risk for problem gambling. 

So what can parents of young children do now?  They can be a 
good role model.  Look for opportunities to talk to your children.  
Children need to know that gambling is not a way to make money 
and the majority of gamblers will lose.  Our children are exposed 
to gambling messages at a very young age from lottery tickets at 
the grocery store to internet and television that portray gambling as 
exciting and easy money.  Parents can make a difference on how 
children respond to these messages.  
To fi nd help for gambling problems call 1-877-8-hopeny.  

Program for the Development of Human Potential (PDHP)
718-441-8921   www.pdhpbklyndiocese.org

TO YOUR

ABOUT

TALK

KIDS

PATTI SCHMIDT
Dance & Exercise Center

40-31 235th Street
Douglaston, New York 11363

PRE-SCHOOL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Beginners thru Professionals

Music Lessons

NYSSMA / Music Theory

“Register Now”
By Phone: Sept. 9th, 10th, 11th,12th & 13th

12:00 to 2:00

In Person:
2:00 to 4:00

718-225-5252
Birthday 
Parties 

Available

Classes 
Start 

Sept. 16th

Follow us!
@Patti Schmidt Dance & Exercise Center

@PattiSchmidt_Dance@PS_Dance

www.pattischmidtdance.com
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

6-
12

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

TL

@ JohnCats2013 @ JCats2013www.CATS2013.com
Paid for by the CATS2013 Committee

FOR MAYOR
IMATIDIS

What Mayoral Candidate Wants To

CREATE MORE
POT HEADS?

SAVE OUR CHILDREN!

“Mr. Lhota favors
legalizing marijuana...”

- New York Times, 12/24/12

MARIJUANA HAS BEEN LINKED TO ADDITIONAL DRUG ABUSE
Lhota’s Plan Could Threaten Our Families Safety, Inviting

Criminal Activities Into Our Neighborhoods & Schools
Pot Use by Teenagers Is Known to Lower IQ’s

Lhota Wants To “Water Down” New York Drug Laws
- Breitbart.com, 4/8/13

Vote NO On Joe Lhota!

Vote For John Catsimatidis In The September 10th Republican Primary!

This Will Put More Drug Dealers & Criminals On City Streets!

Say It Ain’t So, Joe!
- New York Post, 8/27/13
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Stay informed
mta.info

Weekend 
Service Changes

Seven weekends completed. Five remain
until December 16,11:45PM Fri to 5AM Mon

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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Americans play 
on home turf



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 6-12, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
23

TL�

������ �	 �� 
������� ��� ����	
�� ��
�������� ���������
� ���� �����
��

������	 �� ���� ��� �����
 ����� � ���� ����
��� �		
 �����
� ���� ���� ��
 �������

��

��� ��� ��
���� ��	 ��
 �������

���������� �� �������� � ���� ��
 
����
��
 �������� ������� ��� ���!��� �������
�

���� ����� 	
 �� ���� ������������� ��� ���������� ��
�����	�� ���� ������� "
 ���� �� #������� �����
 $������ 
��	 ����� %���	 ��
���

�
 ����� ���� �&���	�	 ���
 ��	
������������
 ��� ������� ����	 ��
���

�
�

���� '����� (���������
 ��	 ������ 	��������
 ���� ��	
����� ����� �� �� )��� ���  ���
� %�� ���� �����
�� ��

��� �������

 ��	 �&�������� �� 
���	 �� ��� �
�

� ��� ������ 
��������
� ������ �������
� ���� ���������� ��	����
� ���� ���� ��� ���� �����

��� �	
��

�
����
��
 ����

���� �
�����
��	
�

���������	
���	
���
��������
����



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

6-
12

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

24

TL

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Andrea Veras wants 

to bring her experience as 
a Briarwood community 
activist to city government 
and is running to replace 
term-limited City Council-
man James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows).

“I have already made 
an impact in my communi-
ty,” she said. “I’ve already 
showed that when I prom-
ise something, I comply.”

Veras is the founder of 
the Briarwood Task Force 
and the Briar-
wood Action 
Network, which 
were largely cre-
ated to deal with 
continuing vandalism in 
her area.

Miscreants have made 
a habit of smashing car win-
dows and defacing a Man-
ton Street concrete wall, 
which she has campaigned 
against and hopes to put a 
stop to if she is elected in 

November by working with 
the NYPD to install camer-
as already funded through 
Gennaro’s office.

Veras is in a Democrat-
ic primary against former 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man and Mujib Rahman. In 
November the winner will 
take on Republican Alexan-
der Blishteyn for the seat, 
which includes Briarwood, 
Fresh Meadows, Hillcrest, 
Jamaica Hills, Jamaica 
Estates and a portion of Ja-
maica.

On education, Veras 
would like to ex-
pand after-school 
programs, along 
with pre-kinder-
garten services 

provided by the city De-
partment of Education and 
several community-based 
organizations.

“It’s the first issue,” 
she said. “Education is 
needed to make the econo-
my grow.”

Both initiatives de-
pend on finding the cash 
— education already com-

prises the largest portion 
of the city budget — which 

Veras said can be squeezed 
out by cutting down on the 
administration’s energy 
use, for example.

Veras supports charter 
schools and suggested cre-
ating an independent fiscal 
adviser for the department.
The city comptroller is cur-
rently responsible for en-
suring the city spends its 
money wisely.

She was born in the 
Dominican Republic and 
left her job as a banker to 
move to New York in 1990 
with her three children. 
She worked at a number of 
jobs before joining the Le-
gal Aid Society, where she 
now works as part of the 
nonprofit’s legal support 
staff.

She has been canvass-
ing the neighborhoods of 
the district and has found 
South Asian seniors want 
to see more centers opened 
in the area, while Jamaica 
residents complained about 
garbage and noise.

“There is nothing they 
can do if they don’t have a 
senior center,” she said.

Jamaica is undergo-
ing development in its com-
mercial corridor, and Veras 
wants to ensure developers 
who might need permits 
from the city are build-
ing plazas and community 
spaces that will attract 
people to the area. For ex-
ample, she said a proposed 
Major League Soccer sta-
dium in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park would been an 
economic boon to the bor-
ough.

“Construction projects 
like that are always good in 
the long run, because they 
bring a lot of money to the 
city,” she said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Andrea Veras rallies for a solution to constant vandalism in 
Briarwood.

Veras touts civic experience in Council race

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org
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PRIMARY
is Tuesday, September 10, 2013  

Run-off Primary (if necessary) is
Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Only Registered Voters enrolled in the party 
that is holding the Primary can vote in this Election.

For the 2013 Primary and Potential Run-off, 
Voters will use the lever voting machine. 

Please follow the Instructions detailed below

Attention Voters:
The Primary Election and potential run-off will use the lever voting machine and Ballot Marking Device (BMD).

Pull the red voting handle from left to
right. Do not move it again until after 
you have completed your selections.

Once you have made all your choices,
cast your vote by pulling the red handle 
from right to left.

Make your selections by flipping 
the lever so that you see the x 
next to the candidate’s name. 
• Accessible ballot marking 

devices (BMDs) are available. 
Sign up to receive the latest news and information from 

NYC Board of Elections and find your pollsite, by visiting the Board’s website:

www.vote.nyc.ny.us
866-VOTE-NYC (866-868-3692)      TTY 212-487-5496

1

2

3
Using your smartphone,
download the FREE 
QR code reader. 
Once downloaded, 
open the application to
point, click, and discover.

Turn this week’s issue 
into next week’s.
Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The state of New York 
has suspended licenses of 
six real estate sales agents 
and brokers, including 
one from Whitestone and 
another from Ozone Park, 
for what state officials said 
was illegally collecting bro-
ker fees from innocent and 
unsuspecting victims.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said an investigation by the 
state Department of State 
concluded that the brokers 
and sales agents engaged in 
fraudulent behavior “after 
taking monies” from city 
Human Resources Admin-
istration clients, specifi-
cally HIV/AIDS victims, 
in violation of contractual 
agreements with the HRA.

“State government 
does not tolerate dishonest 
real estate representatives 
who target vulnerable or 
unsuspecting individuals 

for illegal profit,” Cuomo 
said. “This type of behav-
ior cannot be allowed to 
continue causing financial 
and emotional hardship to 
our residents, and I urge 
all New Yorkers to remain 
vigilant about their rights 
and report any and all vio-
lations immediately so that 
we can make sure those 
who do not play by the rules 
are held responsible.”

The suspended people 
were Jose Centti, broker 
of American Real Estate 
in Whitestone and Margie 
Baraket, real estate sales-
woman at R. Max Liberty 
Inc. in Ozone Park.

“New York state will 
not allow real estate profes-
sionals to take advantage 
of New Yorkers,” said Sec-
retary of State Cesar Per-
ales. “We have ensured full 
restitution to the victims 
of these illegal activities. 
We will continue to pursue 

those who engage in fraud 
against our state’s resi-
dents.”

State officials said the 
suspended realtors had pre-
viously entered into a con-
tract with HRA agreeing 
to negotiate the placement 
of their clients into apart-
ments within the New York 
metropolitan area. The con-
tract required the realtors 
to accept 50 percent of the 
monthly rent as the entire 
broker’s fee for the transac-
tions.

The contract clearly 
stated that the HRA ap-
plicant/client was not re-
sponsible for any monies in 
excess of the agreed upon 
broker’s fee. During the 
real estate transactions, 
the realtors demanded ex-
tra commission fees from 
the tenants before allow-
ing them to move into their 
apartment, the Department 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Seven John F. Kenne-
dy International Airport 
baggage handlers, includ-
ing four from Queens, 
have been charged with 
stealing thousands of dol-
lars in valuables from El 
Al Israeli airlines passen-
gers’ luggage, the Queens 
district attorney said.

DA Richard Brown 
said El Al, after numer-
ous complaints about pil-
fering from passengers’ 
bags, installed a video 
camera in the baggage 
hold of a jetliner, which 
allegedly caught the de-
fendants removing items 
from checked luggage with 
some of the accused stuff-
ing their pockets with pur-
loined valuables.

“When air travelers 
check their luggage with 
an airline, there is an im-
plicit trust that their bags 

and contents will meet 
them at their destina-
tions,” Brown said. “It is 
always disheartening as a 
traveler to find their trust 
to be broken. I applaud El 
Al Airlines for taking cus-
tomer complaints serious-
ly and helping to bring the 
defendants to justice.”

Brown identified the 
defendants as Tristan 
Bredwood, 22, of St. Al-
bans; Udhoo Doodnauth, 
27, of Richmond Hill; Julio 
Salas, 44, of Corona; Os-
hane Christie of Rosedale; 
Nikosi Cunningham, 24, 
of Brooklyn; Dashawn 
Schooler, 25, of Wyan-
danch, L.I.; and Romaine 
Smith, 25, of Brooklyn.

All were arraigned 
Aug. 29 on separate crimi-
nal complaints in which 
they were variously 
charged with degrees of 
grand larceny; criminal 
possession of stolen prop-

erty; criminal mischief; 
petit larceny; and attempt-
ed petit larceny.

Bredwood, Doodn-
auth, Salas, and Chris-
tie were ordered held on 
$1,000 bail, while Smith 
and Cunningham were re-
leased without bail.

All were ordered to 
be in court Sept. 18 ex-
cept for Smith, Sallas and 
Cunningham, who are to 
appear in court on later 
dates.

Items allegedly stolen 
from luggage aboard an 
El Al 747 jet that regularly 
flies between JFK and 
Tel Aviv included a $5,000 
Seiko watch, a Cartier 
watch, numerous bottles of 
cologne, expensive camer-
as and a Sony PlayStation 
among many other posses-
sions, some of which were 
allegedly recovered from 
the homes of the defen-
dants, the DA said.

Four boro JFK bag handlers 
lightened fl yers’ luggage: DA

Ozone Pk. real estate agent
stole from her clients: Guv

Continued on Page 27

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY PHIL CORSO

The path to Little Neck 
Bay has been made a little 
bit easier for residents liv-
ing along the water in 
Douglaston, thanks to the 
neighborhood civic group 
and elected officials.

Tom Pinto, president 
of the Doug-Bay Manor 
Civic, announced his group 
worked with the city, the 
111th Precinct and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) to trim, clean and 
reopen an overgrown trail 
leading to the bay in Doug-
laston. The path, which sits 
where 233rd Street and 39th 
Avenue meet, had become 
unusable over the years 
after vegetation and litter 
became its regular inhabit-
ants.

But crews have since 
restored the trail leading 
down to Little Neck Bay, 
leaving a winding dirt path 
residents can trek down to-
ward the water.

Pinto said the trail 
was once an easy way to get 
to the water in Douglaston 
for a scenic view of Little 
Neck Bay, but had lost its 
beauty over the years. The 
city Parks Department 
regularly maintained the 
area, but did not keep the 
trail cleared for residents 
to walk through.

The civic leader said 
his group reached out to 
Avella’s office and the city 
Parks Department last year 
to determine how feasible 
the trail’s reopening would 
be, and the Parks Depart-

ment agreed to have crews 
clear out the brush block-
ing the dirt walkway.

Though the achieve-
ment may seem small, Pin-
to said the civic was glad to 
see its landscape taken care 
of in accordance with its 
members’ vision. The Doug 
Bay Manor Civic services 
residents living mostly 
near the Douglaston Long 
Island Rail Road station 
and has spent years work-
ing on proposals to convert 
another nearby area at the 
corner of 39th Avenue and 
234th Street into a park. 
They have spent most of the 
last decade asking elected 
officials and developers to 
consider their proposal.

Ann Jawin, chair-
woman and founder of the 
civic group, also said the 
tiny enclave in northeast 
Queens could use more out-
door areas for residents to 
enjoy.

Jawin and Pinto said 

they will continue working 
with the Parks Department 
to ensure the vegetation 
is kept in check along the 
trail so it does not grow 
over the path again, espe-
cially considering the fact 
that summer’s end is quick-
ly approaching.

The path was one of 
the only options for resi-
dents seeking scenic views 
of the bay, until Commu-
nity Board 11 and the Parks 
Department established the 
Joseph Hellmann overlook 
off Douglaston Parkway 
last year. That overlook will 
continue to see improve-
ments in the coming years 
as Parks secures funding to 
install benches, a fence and 
additional wooden railing, 
the city said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

A trail is cleared in Douglaston leading to Little Neck Bay after a 
nearby civic group reached out for help. Photo by Phil Corso

Parks restores pathway 
to waterfront in Doug

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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of State probe found.
After an internal in-

vestigation, HRA referred 
the cases to the Department 
of State. The department’s 
Division of Licensing Ser-
vices conducted a full in-
vestigation and concluded 
that the realtors were in 
violation of a contractual 

agreement with the agency 
and had engaged in acts of 
misconduct and untrust-
worthiness.

The realtors have all 
entered into consent orders 
with the Division of Licens-
ing Services requiring full 
restitution of monies to vic-
tims and prohibiting them 
from operating as real es-
tate professionals for three 
months.

The other people whose 

licenses were suspended 
include: Wayne Courtney, 
corporate broker, Wayco 
Realty Inc., in the Bronx; 
Owen Thompson, real es-
tate salesman, Wayco Real-
ty Inc., the Bronx; Samuel 
Pappy, corporate broker, at 
Chris T. Land Realty Inc., 
the Bronx; and Madeline 
Trillo, real estate sales-
woman, Chris T. Land Re-
alty Inc., the Bronx.

Continued from Page 26 

Brokers
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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Garbage isn’t always 
trash.

Properly handled, it can 
be recycled into practical 
things. What can’t be recy-
cled needs to be disposed of 
correctly. When you have a 
business, sorting through all 
of this can be one messy job.

Action Environmental 
Group is here to help with 
the heap. The company is 
the leading provider of solid 
waste collection for the New 
York business community, of-
fering collecting, recycling, 
and composting services. 
Many hospitals, universities, 
and large businesses already 
use its services. 

Now, the company is 
proud to announce it has 
acquired Interstate Waste 
Services, Inc., allowing it to 
expand into the New Jersey 
area, too.

“We will continue our 
philosophy of providing ex-
cellent customer service, 
and environmental innova-
tion, all delivered through 
a dedicated and effective 
workforce,” says chairper-
son Michael DiBella.

Always on the cutting 
edge, the company utilizes a 
new optical sorting machine, 
which makes the recycling 
process highly efficient. The 
technology, launched this 
summer, comes from Europe, 
says Jenna DiBella, Public 
Relations Coordinator. It is so 
high-tech, that through color 
detection, material identifi-
cation, and the examination 
of chemical composition, the 
machine sorts accordingly, 
separating recyclable mate-
rials. Glossy paper, maga-
zines, and newspapers will 
be divided from corrugated 
cardboard and plastic-lami-
nated paper. Plastics can be 
separated from textiles, met-
als, and other minerals. The 
entire operation, used in the 
Bronx, is comprehensive and 
reliable. 

Good thing, because hu-
mans can use a lot of help in 

the area of recycling. We of-
ten don’t know exactly what 
should get recycled. And let’s 
be honest: we don’t always 
put that bottle in the right 
trash pail.

Yet, “The future of waste 
management lies in recy-
cling and green initiatives,” 
says DiBella. “Our team 
has decades of experience 
in operating facilities, and 
our Bronx-located site is one 
of the most modern and ef-
ficient in the metropolitan 
area.”

Composting is another 
green initiative, a subject 
that Mayor Bloomberg has 
brought up more than once. 
The mayor would like to 
make it mandatory for us to 
compost our food scraps. The 
thought has turned some 
stomachs, but compost is 
beneficial when it comes to 
turning soil. It provides nu-
trients, acts as a fertilizer, 
and is a key component of or-
ganic farming.  

Bloomberg would like us 
to start composting volun-
tarily. Action Environmen-
tal Services is already com-
posting. 

“We are the first solid-
waste-collection company 
to offer an organic compost-
ing program throughout the 
New York City area,” says 
DiBella. “We have the abil-
ity to collect food scraps 
and any other organic mate-
rial throughout the five bor-
oughs. The material is then 
transported to our site where 
it undergoes decomposition, 
ultimately resulting in a 
high-grade top soil.”

The company has spe-
cially designed trucks that 
allow for this specific type 
of waste pickup. Imagine the 
amount of vegetables, fruits, 
and other organic waste 
produced by grocery stores 
and restaurants throughout 
our area, and you can get 
an idea of the volume that is 
collected. The vehicles have 
leak-proof containers, and, 
“As of today, we are the only 

company in the metro area 
to have invested in this spe-
cialized equipment,” DiBella 
says.

Composting is essential 
because it provides nutrients 
to the land, she says. 

“It holds moisture in 
gardens and on lawns, con-
tributes to watershed health 
by controlling run-off, and 
naturally fertilizes and pro-
vides structure to the soil.” 

It benefits us because it 
reduces the amount of waste 
that is sent to the landfill, she 
says. Perhaps a compost box 

in our homes is not so far-
fetched an idea, as DiBella 
says, “Up to 30 percent of the 
material we send to landfill 
is organic, and could be com-
posted at home.”  

You can compost indoors 
by purchasing a bin, sold at 
hardware stores.

Meanwhile, customers 
of Action Environmental 
Group have no such con-
cerns. In fact, the expansion 
makes it very convenient 
for clients who may have a 
business in New York and a 
business in New Jersey, as 

they no longer have to utilize 
the services of two different 
waste companies. 

Action Environmental 
Group has earned recogni-
tion for its role as a leader in 
the field. Last year, the com-
pany received a Global Green 
Award for its commitment 
to promoting environmen-
tal sustainability and eco-

nomic development around 
the globe. The award was 
presented by Nancy Ploeger, 
president of the Manhattan 
Chamber of Commerce.

Action Environmental 
Group, Inc. [451 Frelinghuy-
sen Ave. in Newark, NJ, (973) 
623–7600, www.ActionEnvi-
ronmentalGroup.com]. Open 
24 hours, seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Action Environmental Group helping New York recycle

The Action Environmental Group Family of Companies
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MEET THE 
CANDIDATES
FORUM 2013

Queens Public Television  · Stuart Domber, President · Daniel J. Leone, Executive Director · Board of Directors  Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman  ·  

Nayibe Berger, Sandra Delson, John B. Haney, Alfred Harris,  Henry Kee, Joan Serrano-Laufer, Ruth Schlossman

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

Queens
Borough
President

Moderated by Clifford Jacobs and Roslyn Nieves

Aurelio "Tony"

Arcabascio

Everly

Brown
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Peter

Vallone Jr.
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Two of the four candi-
dates for borough president 
served in the City Council 
at the same time, and re-
cords show former state 
Assemblywoman Melinda 
Katz and City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria) put their mark on the 
city in different ways.

Katz, endorsed by the 
Queens Democratic Party 
and The New York Times, 
represented Forest Hills, 
Rego Park, Elmhurst and 
Kew Gardens from 2002-09 
in the Council and had few-
er unique laws approved 
than her competitor, but 
she had a large hand in 
shaping the city’s skyline.

Vallone, backed by 
the United Federation of 
Teachers and the city’s 
public safety unions, has 
served as Astoria’s council-
man since 2002 and focused 
more on public safety and 

passing bills into law.
The two Democrats 

are facing off in a primary 
along with hopeful Everly 
Brown. The winner will be 
on the ballot against unop-
posed Republican Tony Ar-
cabascio in November.

Vallone and Katz voted 
in concert often, including 
the contentious move to ex-
tend term limits. But the is-
sue of graffiti, for example, 
exposed two different legis-
lative styles.

One of Vallone’s laws 
increased penalties for de-
facing property and for the 
possession, sale or display 
of graffiti instruments, 
while Katz’s law gave judg-
es the option to recommend 
community service, specif-
ically graffiti cleanup, as 
part of offenders’ punish-
ment.

In the wake of Sept. 11, 
both Katz and Vallone voted 
in favor of asking the state 
to increase property taxes 
by 18 percent in the five 

boroughs, but years later 
when a 7 percent increase 
came up for a vote in 2008, 
Katz voted in favor while 
Vallone voted against it.

Katz served as chair-
woman of the powerful 
Committee on Land Use for 
her tenure in the Council, 
ushering through approv-
als for large projects like 
Hudson Yards, a 360-acre 
mixed-use development 
in Manhattan; commer-
cial corridors like the 
Downtown Jamaica Re-
development Project; and 
controversial economic de-
velopment initiatives like 
Willets Point — which did 
not then include a 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot mall — 
Hunts Point in the Bronx 
and a large, mixed-use de-
velopment along the Green-
point waterfront in Brook-
lyn that faced community 
opposition. 

On the other hand, 
Katz lobbied for increased 
affordable housing in two 

of those projects, her cam-
paign said, and also ap-
proved downzoning large 
swaths of Queens from Bay-
side to Ridgewood during 
her tenure to prevent over-
development in residen-
tial areas. She also passed 
several bills that would re-
quire child care centers to 
release more information 
to city inspectors and the 
public, including any types 
of violations the centers 
had incurred.

Buses in Queens were 
once operated by private 
companies before the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority took over, and 
Katz penned several bills 
extending the contracts for 
the carriers.

According to her cam-
paign, she also successfully 
fought a school co-location 
in her district and helped 
several new schools.

Vallone had a hand in 
shaping the city as well.

A bill written by the 

lawmaker, who serves as 
chairman of the Commit-
tee on Public Safety, pro-
hibited new installation of 
solid metal, roll-down gates 
for storefronts, instead re-
quiring the see-through 
variety that not only makes 
neighborhood commercial 
corridors more inviting but 
curbs graffiti.

The Council approved 
a Vallone bill prohibiting 
the purchase of more than 
one shotgun within a 90-day 
period, for example, anoth-
er stiffening penalties for 
drag racing and still more 
pieces of legislation on the 
implementation of school 
safety cameras, plastic bag 
recycling and increasing 
penalties for thrill-seekers 
who attempt to parachute 
or scale the city’s tallest 
buildings.

He also helped pen the 
2004 NYPD anti-racial pro-
filing law and unsuccessful 
legislation that would have 
created a registry for gun 

offenders, his campaign 
said.

But his stances on 
public safety sometimes 
put him at odds with the 
majority of the Legislature. 
In 2004, he voted against a 
resolution that would have 
condemned the federal 
Patriot Act, a divisive pro-
gram which allows domes-
tic surveillance of suspect-
ed terrorists.

Vallone was again at 
odds in 2004 when he voted 
against overriding the may-
or’s veto of a bill that would 
force companies doing busi-
ness with the city to offer 
health benefits to domestic 
partners. The lawmaker 
voted against it because it 
did not allow exemptions 
for religious organizations, 
the campaign said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Council records tell stories of two beep hopefuls
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Auburndale’s Chrissy 
Voskerichian served as 
chief-of-staff for embattled 
Councilman Dan Hal-
loran, but said her great-
est role in his office was 
running an inclusive and 
exceptional constituent 
services operation.

Austin Shafran grew 
up in Bayside and worked 
most recently as vice pres-
ident of public relations 
for Empire State Devel-
opment. Throughout the 
race, Shafran called on 
his experience working for 
various former federal and 
state elected Democrats.

John Duane, a Little 
Neck attorney, served in 
the state Assembly in the 
1980s for one two-year 
term and touted one bill he 
passed - the Vietnam Vet-
erans Tuition Assistance 
Law - throughout his City 
Council run.

Paul Vallone, a Flush-
ing attorney, was the 
county Democratic Party’s 
pick for the City Council 
seat and based much of his 
campaign on improving 
public safety and restoring 
integrity to the northeast 
Queens district.

Flushing’s Paul Gra-
ziano has worked for near-
ly two decades as an urban 
planning consultant on 
downzoning, preserving 
the character of northeast 
Queens neighborhoods 
and protecting historic 
buildings and landmarks.

Businessman Gus 
Prentzas would advo-
cate for the state to end 
mayoral control of the 
schools and bring back 
the Board of Education, 
which he served on. 
The Community Board 
1 member is opposed 
to charter schools, and 
supports modified stop 
and frisk.

Lawyer John Cia-
fone supports a vouch-
er program and would 
like to see parents em-
powered with more de-
cision-making abilities 
in the school system. 
He supports stop and 
frisk and wants more 
handicap-accessible 
public transportation 
in the district.

Costa Constan-
tinides, the legislative 
director for Council-
man James Gennaro, 
proposes a bill to clean 
streets via trash pickup 
and graffiti removal. 
He supports parental 
involvement in schools 
and would advocate for 
expanding Mt. Sinai 
Hospital.

Activist Andrea 
Veras pledges to fight 
for more funding of 
pre-kindergarten and 
after-school programs 
if elected, and would 
like to see a senior cen-
ter for South Asian res-
idents. She also hopes 
to work with the NYPD 
to install security cam-
eras in Briarwood.

Former Assembly-
man Rory Lancman 
would fight co-locating 
charter schools with 
public schools and 
would encourage more 
affordable housing in 
the district. Lancman 
supports two recent City 
Council bills designed 
to curb the NYPD’s use 
of stop and frisk.

Mujib Rahman 
wants to ensure equal-
ity between the South 
Asian enclave and the 
rest of the district. He 
would like to see halal 
food in schools, does 
not want further devel-
opment in the district 
and opposes stop and 
frisk. He is in support 
of charter schools. 
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When entrenched and powerful interests push 
New Yorkers around, John Liu pushes back.

He went after Wall Street for foreclosing families out of 
their homes.

He went after the MTA for two sets of books.

He went after Mayor Bloomberg for the CityTime fi asco.

Now they’re trying to stop him, but he won’t back down.

Immigrant. Father. Husband. Son. Product of New York City 
Public Schools. Experienced as City Comptroller.
Your Mayor - A Mayor for the People.
John’s story is a New York story. After working in a sweatshop, John Liu - a son of immigrants - used education with 
his college degree in mathematical physics to get ahead, and live a life in service to others. As a father with a child 
in public school, John knows what it means to want your children to succeed, and have no limits to their dreams. The 
American Dream.

Elected to the City Council and then as Comptroller, John has served as a watchdog – a pitbull – to stop fraud in the 
Bloomberg administration. He aggressively rooted out waste and abuse, saving over $4 billion in taxpayers’ money. John 
has developed innovative ways to create jobs, protect wage standards, and secure the pensions for our retirees.

John has taken on powerful interests and they’ve gone after him with fury - but he never backs down. As our Mayor, John 
will look out for EVERY New Yorker in EVERY neighborhood - A Mayor for all people, the Mayor for change! Paid for by Friends of John Liu

Vote for the Change We Need on September 10

www.johnliu2013.com

with wife Jenny and son Joey
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Sondra Peeden is 
a managing partner at 
the management-con-
sulting firm Peeden, 
Jacobs and Associates. 
She is currently an 
aide to City Council-
man Ruben Wills and 
previously served as 
the deputy chief of staff 
to Councilman David 
Weprin.

Gregory Mays is a 
member of Community 
Board 12 and chairman 
of its Parks Committee. 
He is the founder of the 
non-profit A Better Ja-
maica. Mays received 
his BA from Howard 
University his MBA 
from Harvard Univer-
sity.

Manuel “Manny” 
Caughman is an Air 
Force veteran and for-
mer liaison in Assem-
blyman William Scar-
borough’s office. He is a 
member of Community 
Board 12 and executive 
secretary of the Guy R. 
Brewer United Demo-
cratic Club.

I. Daneek Miller 
is the president of the 
Queens chapter of the 
Amalgamated Trans-
portation Union, repre-
senting Metropolitan 
Transportation Au-
thority bus drivers and 
mechanics. He also co-
chairs the MTA’s labor 
coalition.

Joan Flowers, an 
attorney, previously 
served as an aide to 
U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks, state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith and former 
Gov. David Paterson. 
She has been a state 
Democratic commit-
teewoman and a Guy 
R. Brewer club board 
member.

Clyde Vanel is an 
intellectual property 
attorney with his own 
private practice, Vanel 
Law Firm. He also 
owns a website, trade-
markready.com, and 
previously owned the 
Vanel Restaurant and 
Bar in Manhattan.

Ruben Wills is the incumbent 
Council member, having won the 
seat in a special election in 2010 af-
ter the death of Councilman Thomas 
White. He previously served as chief 
of staff to former state Sen. Shirley 
Huntley.

Hettie Powell is an attorney 
with Queens Law Associates and 
formerly worked as a public school 
teacher. She received her law degree 
from the City University of New 
York’s School of Law and previously 
worked at the Legal Aid Society.

Eugene “Nu Nu” Evans is a res-
ident of Rochdale Village and man-
ager of Nu-Nu Car Service.

David Kayode, a minister at 
the Maranatha Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn, is an addiction counselor 
for the city Department of Homeless 
Services. He served as an aide to the 
late Councilman Thomas White and 
sat on Community Board 12.
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Vote

JOAN FLOWERS will:

fi ght for needed jobs in our community

restore excellence to our schools

protect senior services

fi ght for better health care access for all

Paid for and authorized by Joan Flowers for the 27th District, 223-09 Linden Boulevard, Cambria Heights, NY 11411

Endorsed by 

Former Governor 

David Paterson

A community leader fi ghting for us

VOTE DEMOCRATIC
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

Phone: 718-213-Joan (5626)
www.joanfl owers2013.com

223-09 Linden Blvd. Cambria Heights, NY 11411
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Incumbent Dono-
van Richards worked 
10 years for former 
Councilman James 
Sanders and won 
the seat in a special 
election in February. 
Among his accom-
plishments. he lists 
securing $3.5 million 
for local schools.

Ricardo Brown, 
the CEO of Brown, 
Young and Co., said 
his career in ac-
counting and audit-
ing, as well as his 
membership in local 
civic organizations, 
gives him the experi-
ence to serve as a city 
councilman.

Michael Duncan 
previously served as 
chief of staff under 
former Councilman 
James Sanders and 
has experience in 
accounting. He cur-
rently owns the Ja-
maica Breeze restau-
rant and is a coach 
for the Rosedale Soc-
cer Club.

Voter Info
Call the city 

Board of Elec-

tions phone bank, 

1 - 8 6 6 - V O T E - N Y C 

(1-866-868-3692), for 

information on the 

nearest polling site, 

registration dead-

lines, absentee bal-

lots, voter status, 

names and addresses 

of elected officials, 

election data and 

ballot information. 

Operators fluent in 

Chinese Mandarin/

Cantonese, Korean 

and Spanish are avail-

able. Log on to http://

gis.nyc.gov/vote/ps/

index.htm to locate a 

polling site near you.

A d d i t i o n a l 

information is avail-

able for candidates 

on the city Campaign 

Finance website at: 

http://www.nyccf b.

i n fo/publ ic/vot er -

guide/primary_2013/

index.

Gladys Santiago 
previously worked as 
a home health aide and 
served as a district 
leader in 2002. She said 
her most important 
issues are affordable 
housing, child care, 
education and jobs.

Before working for 
the district’s current 
councilwoman, Anto-
nio Reynoso served as 
a community and la-
bor organizer for child 
care workers. He has 
been chief of staff since 
2009.

Humberto Soto, 
the founder of the New 
York Latino Indepen-
dent Democratic Club, 
is an admissions offi-
cer at Boricua College 
in Brooklyn. The is-
sues he considers most 
important are housing 
and education.

Vito Lopez previ-
ously worked as both 
a social worker and 
a professor. He had 
served as a state as-
semblyman since 1985, 
but resigned in May 
amid allegations that 
he sexually harassed 
his employees. 

William Ruiz 
works as a property 
manager and previous-
ly worked as a housing 
advocate. He said his 
main issue is serving 
halal meals in schools. 
He also said public 
safety and housing are 
important.

Lew Simon, a 
teacher and founder of 
the Good Government 
Regular Democratic 
Club, serves as district 
leader in the 23rd As-
sembly District. He 
lists the recovery of the 
Rockaways as his most 
important issue.

The two frontrunners in the 
race for the City Council District 34 
seat, which encompasses Ridgewood 
as well as parts of Brooklyn, both 
identified affordable housing as a 
primary issue in their community.

Vito Lopez, a former state as-
semblyman, said he has spent 25 
years of his career working on the 
issue.

“On one hand, the neighbor-
hood is being revitalized,” Lopez 
said. “On the other hand, it’s being 
gentrified.”

He said his plan centers around 
using tax credit subsidies to entice 
developers to build affordable hous-
ing. He also said Ridgewood resi-
dents should be able to access funds, 
such as weatherization grants, that 
would allow them to keep their 
homes and stay in the community.

He believes the city should pro-
vide incentives to help underwrite 
the cost of buying homes and sched-
ule workshops to guide new home-

owners through the buying process.
His Democratic primary oppo-

nent, Antonio Reynoso, has devel-
oped a three-point plan to address 
the problem: invest in affordable 
housing through land use decisions 
and pension funds, require local de-
velopers who receive tax breaks to 
build more affordable units and push 
the next mayoral administration to 
provide the affordable housing that 
was promised during the rezoning 
of the North Brooklyn waterfront.

Reynoso is the chief of staff for 
the current city councilwoman, Di-
ana Reyna, whose term is expiring.

Lopez served as a state assem-
blyman from 1986 until he resigned 
in May amid allegations that he 
sexually harassed his female em-
ployees.

The other candidates in the race 
are Gladys Santiago and Humberto 
Soto. They could not be reached for 
comment, although they both iden-
tified housing as a problem in their 
profiles on the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board website.

Four vie to represent Ridgewood
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John Liu, the city 
comptroller, served in 
the City Council.

Bill de Blasio, the 
public advocate, is a 
former city council-
man.

Lawyer Sal Alba-
nese, a former teach-
er, served in the City 
Council.

Neil Vincent 
Grimaldi is a lawyer 
and a former teacher.

Randy Credico is 
an activist and politi-
cal satirist.

Christine Quinn, 
the City Council speak-
er, is a former activist.

Former MTA 
Chairman Joe Lhota 
served as deputy may-
or.

Anthony Weiner is 
a former U.S. congress-
man.

Erick Salgado is 
a pastor in a Brooklyn 
church.

B u s i n e s s m a n 
John Catsimatidis 
owns Red Apple 
Group.

Bill Thompson 
served as city comp-
troller and Board of 
Education president.

Catherine Guer-
riero, a professor, has 
worked for the Arch-
diocese.

Councilwoman 
Letitia James is a for-
mer public defender.

Attorney Resh-
ma Saujani is a for-
mer deputy public 
advocate.

Daniel Squadron 
is a state senator in 
Albany.

Sidique Wai is an 
adviser to the NYPD 
commissioner.

Eliot Spitzer 
served as state 
attorney general 
and governor.

M a n h at t a n 
Borough Presi-
dent Scott String-
er served in the 
Assembly.

B u s i n e s s m a n 
George McDonald 
founded the DOE fund.
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Lever-style machines to return for primary vote
Voters in Queens will be go-

ing analog on Primary Day as 
the city Board of Elections rolls 
out the old lever-style voting ma-
chines across the five boroughs.

The board sent a fleet of 
about 7,000 lever machines into 
storage four years ago as it made 
the transition to using electronic 
machines in order to comply with 
a provision of 2002’s federal Help 
America Vote Act.

The hotly contested Sept. 10 
Democratic primary, however, 
presents logistical challenges for 
the board.

Should no candidate receive 
40 percent of the vote — a possibil-
ity that seemed a given just a few 

weeks ago but is less so now — the 
board is required to hold a run-
off, which was originally sched-
uled for two weeks afterward.

In June, Albany passed a 
measure allowing the city to use 
the lever machines for the prima-
ry and a possible runoff, which 
lawmakers pushed back to Oct. 1.

“Really the reason is the 
sheer time frame and logis-
tics,” BOE spokeswoman Val-
erie Vasquez said. The BOE staff 
“would have to certify the elec-
tion to know who’s in the run-off 
and then print the ballots and test 
the scanners with the ballots be-
fore they go out. Two weeks didn’t 
allow for that.”

When he signed the bill into 
law, Gov. Andrew Cuomo ex-
pressed reservations.

“I strongly believe that the 
use of lever voting machines is a 
poor solution to the board’s con-
cerns,” he wrote in an approval 
letter. “Nevertheless, circum-

stances require that I sign this 
bill into law. Preventing the use 
of lever voting machines through 
a veto could profoundly impact 
the integrity of this year’s elec-

tions.”
The electronic machines will 

return for the general election 
Nov. 5, and under the state law 
granting the reprieve the board 
is required to submit a report by 
next summer explaining how it 
plans to avoid returning to using 
lever machines in future elec-
tions.

Vasquez said the board has 
been getting the word out about 
the changes via a notice it sent 
out to all registered voters includ-
ing a 24-page instruction booklet.

The city Campaign Finance 
Board also has a guide on its 
website instructing voters how to 
use the machines and the ballot-
marking devices used by voters 
with disabilities.

Certain words and phrases 
were thrown around endlessly 
throughout the campaign as five 
Democratic contenders for the 
northeast City Council seat vied 
to win the primary: quality of 
life, over-development and integ-
rity, to name a few.

The same themes were deep-
ly rooted in questions posed to 
candidates throughout countless 
public forums and debates, leav-
ing a clear picture of what is at 
stake for Queens voters in the be-
leaguered district come Election 
Day.

Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) was elected in 
2009 to represent neighborhoods 
including Little Neck, Bayside, 
Douglaston, North Flushing, 
Whitestone, Auburndale and Col-
lege Point.

But after being named in a 
federal corruption indictment ac-
cusing him of trying to help Dem-
ocratic state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) get into the mayoral 

race as a Republican, the embat-
tled councilman announced he 
would not seek re-election so he 
can focus on clearing his name.

The early April legal drama 
made headlines just as the field 
of Democrats hoping to challenge 
Halloran for the seat was grow-
ing. That number capped out at 
five candidates: Little Neck at-
torney John Duane, Flushing 
urban planning consultant Paul 
Graziano, former Empire State 
Development spokesman Aus-
tin Shafran, Flushing attorney 
and Queens Democratic Party-
backed Paul Vallone and former 
Halloran chief of staff Chrissy 
Voskerichian.

The five clashed at several 
formal debates in the weeks lead-
ing up to the Sept. 10 primary, 
but the questions became more 
predictable with every passing 
forum.

The words “quality of life” 
became staples of each candi-
dates’ pitch to voters, underscor-
ing the value northeast Queens 
puts on its residential landscape. 
A laundry list of issues facing the 
district boiled down to that same 
concept, whether it was consider-
ing the construction of a new el-
ementary school in the heart of 
Bayside, putting electrical lines 
underground or fighting to si-
lence airplane noise as it grows 

louder overhead.
Tied into that same concern 

was the issue of over-development 
and the battle to keep it from al-
tering district’s neighborhoods. 
In fact, an entire public forum at 
the Bayside Historical Society in 
late August centered around land 
use, curbing over-development 
and promoting landmarking, as 
each of the Democrats was asked 
how they planned on fighting to 
preserve the character of the dis-
trict.

The Council hopefuls were 
also queried about how they ex-
pected to preserve funding for 
historical institutions. Some 
borough activists, including Gra-

ziano, have noted some difficul-
ties in working with Halloran to 
have certain buildings preserved 
throughout the district, highlight-
ing their intentions to change the 
tide if elected.

But most of all, restoring the 
district’s reputation and minimiz-
ing the scars left by Halloran’s de-
parture became paramount to all 
five Democrats eyeing the seat. 
Voters often referred to the in-
cumbent’s turbulent final months 
in office in questions to the candi-
dates, showing a newfound weari-
ness as a result of the scandal.

One way or the other, the five 
candidates running for the Dem-
ocratic line were put through 
intense public scrutiny on their 
platforms in light of the recent 
scandal to hit the district. And 
the countless questions floated 
throughout the race on issues 
affecting the quality of life in 
Queens showed what residents 
held most precious when deciding 
who was worthy of the seat, and 
they will take those sentiments 
into the voting booth.

Five Democrats face off in contest for Halloran’s seat



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 6-12, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
39

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southern-style sweet treats 
make any event orders of mag-
nitude better, but nothing is as 
sweet as kicking up your feet and 
letting someone else sweat it out 
in the kitchen.

Take a Break & I’ll Bake is a 
start-up catering company work-
ing out of the Entrepreneurial 
Space business incubator in Long 
Island City, specializing in pro-
viding organizations with Dixie-
land desserts at wholesale prices.

“The whole concept behind 
what we’re doing is we want to 
be able to help out not-for-profits 
that just want to buy in bulk,” 
said Faith Osorio, a South Caro-
lina transplant who started the 
business with her husband, Luis, 
last year.

The company provides orders 
of 100 or more pies, cakes and/or 
muffins to nonprofits looking to 
raise money through bake sales.

Osorio, who learned baking 

at her mother’s and grandmoth-
er’s sides, brought her family 
recipes along with her when she 
moved north more than a decade 
ago, and she said she found her 
Southern desserts to be a hit in a 
borough with so many different 
cuisines to choose from.

“I’ve always done Southern-
style bakery dishes and brought 
them to events as opposed to 
bringing a bottle. We did a holi-
day bake sale and [Luis] went to 
his job and got 30 orders on his 
first day,” she said. “It was at that 
time we knew it was serious and 
there was no way to cook that 
food out of our home.”

Take a Break’s menu of-
fers treats such as sweet-n-tasty 
potato pie ($20), pine dripping 
divine pineapple upside down 
cake ($28) and blueberry delight 
muffins ($15 for a batch of six). 
Since time needs to be reserved 
at the E-space kitchen, orders are 
required about two months in ad-
vance, and Osorio has a screening 

process to make sure a nonprofit 
can meet its sales quota to fulfill 
the order.

But Take a Break is not mak-
ing its reputation on sales quotas 
and order fulfillments alone.

The baking biz took first 
place in the dessert category at 
the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp.’s Queens Taste 2013 
at Citi Field in May, where the 
judges raved about the pineapple 
upside down cake and cream 
cheese pies.

Osorio said her favorite dish 
is the rich and creamy cream 
cheese pie with either cherry or 
blueberry pie filling she learned 
to cook in her mother’s kitchen.

“The difference between my 
cream cheese pie as opposed to 
something like Junior’s cheese-
cake is that mine is not cooked 
in the oven. Mine is chilled in the 
refrigerator,” she said. “It’s very 
soft and light and not as heavy, 
but it’s rich in flavor.”

Take a Break also does ca-
tering for special events and 
outsources to restaurants, coffee 
shops and other eateries.

For more information, visit 
takeabreakcakes.com or call 917-
270-7346.

Daneek Miller and I have worked closely on important issues throughout my time as your 
Council Member. His experience as a labor leader and community advocate has helped us to 
win many hard-fought battles, enabling us to deliver services and resources to our community 
in Southeast Queens. With your support on Tuesday, September 10th we will all be proud to 
call Daneek Miller our City Council Member.

–Councilman Leroy Comrie

Endorsed by:

�Reliable Public Transit

�Better Schools

�Affordable Housing

 Create Good Jobs

our 
ped us to 
mmunity 
proud to 

Comrie

Also endorsed by Assemblywomen 
Vivian Cook and Barbara Clark.

I. DANEEK MILLER

Paid for by Friends  
of I. Daneek Miller.

Treats are on display at Queens Taste at Citi Field. Photo by Christina Santucci

Start-up bakery dishes Dixieland desserts
Take a Break & I’ll Bake creates traditional Southern treats out of the Entrepreneurial Space in LIC
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BY PHIL CORSO

It took a crowd of some 
of the borough’s biggest hit-
ters to hold and snip the 
yellow ribbon marking a 
new beginning for library 
patrons in Glen Oaks.

The new $17.1 million 
building will also be home 
to an even bigger crowd for 
years to come, expected 
to serve more than 25,000 
Queens residents, a Queens 
Library spokesman said. 
Officials gathered at the 
library, at 256-04 Union 
Tpke., Tuesday to officially 
celebrate the award-win-
ning facility.

“The new Glen Oaks 
library offers state-of-the-
art architecture, the latest 
technology and a host of 
impressive resources for 
our vibrant and diverse 
community,” said City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens). 

Weprin, along with other 
elected officials and com-
munity leaders, have spent 
years working to revamp 
the Glen Oaks library so it 
can accommodate more us-
ers and a changing demo-
graphic in the area.

State Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) was also a big 
player in the library’s ren-
ovation when he was the 
councilman for the area his 
brother now represents.

“When I served as the 
Council member in the 
area, helping the library’s 
renovation was one of my 
top priorities,” he said. 
“The residents of Queens 
can now explore all of the 
new features of the library 
and enjoy an academically 
enriching environment 
that promotes creativity, 
community engagement 
and learning.”

The new handicap-

accessible building, which 
held a soft opening earlier 
this summer, has 18,000 
square feet and boasts a 
new transparent exterior 
along with a sweeping inte-

rior staircase and separate 
computer workstation sec-
tions for adults, children 
and teens. A sky-lit read-
ing lounge also accompa-
nies two common meeting 

rooms for community pro-
gramming as well as a new 
outdoor area, the library 
said.

“The Glen Oaks Li-
brary is designed as a bea-
con for the community. It 
was our hope to provide 
a building that would en-
gage those passing by and 
encourage them to come 
inside and explore their li-
brary,” said the building’s 
designers, Scott Marble and 
Karen Fairbanks, of archi-
tecture group Marble Fair-
banks. “We were interested 
in connecting this building 
to its site and to its commu-
nity through the scale of the 
building, the integration of 
landscaped exterior spaces 
in the design of the library, 
and through the use of in-
formation about the demo-
graphics of the community 
as part of the design of the 
glass curtain wall.”

Marble Fairbanks 

helped design the new li-
brary and received awards 
for its design, including 
several honors from the 
city Department of Design 
and Construction for de-
sign excellence.

“This new three-story 
branch library doubles the 
square footage of the origi-
nal building,” said city 
Department of Design and 
Construction Commission-
er David J. Burney. “The 
open design of the exterior 
channel glass facade and 
skylights in the outdoor 
plaza draw natural light 
into the lower levels. Sus-
tainable elements of the de-
sign by Marble Fairbanks 
Architects, including the 
planted roof and the land-
scaping woven between the 
benches, minimizes storm-
water runoff, qualifying 
the library for a LEED Sil-
ver rating.”

Melanie Luna, 8, holds a piece of the ribbon cut to open the Glen 
Oaks branch of Queens Library as her mother, Peggy, looks on. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Boro leaders hail Glen Oaks library’s new building
Elected offi cials gather for ribbon-cutting to recognize award-winning architecture on Union Turnpike
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Cancer or Alzheimer’s disease 
is seldom something to cheer 
about. But there may be one 
positive to come from a cancer 
or Alzheimer’s diagnosis. New 
research indicates older people 
who have either Alzheimer’s or 
cancer are less likely to get the 
other disease.

Although in essence it is a no-
win-scenario, researchers at the 
National Research Council of It-
aly in Milan, headed by study au-
thor Dr. Massimo Musicco, have 
found that having cancer seems 
to protect seniors from Alzheim-
er’s disease. The reverse also ap-
pears to be true. If you receive a 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease, 
you are at a far lower risk of de-
veloping cancer. Dr. Musicco has 
said “understanding the mecha-
nisms behind this relationship 
may help us better develop new 
treatments for both diseases.”

Researchers studied more 
than one million residents of 
northern Italy, tracking them for 
six years. They found a 50 percent 
drop in cancer risk for Alzheim-
er’s patients among the subjects 
age 60 and older, and a 35 per-
cent reduction in Alzheimer’s 
risk for those with cancer. 
Additional information 
suggests a similar correla-
tion between Parkinson’s 
disease and cancer. 

It is unclear what is 
behind this link, and 
there remains the 
possibility that both 

diseases can occur concurrently. 
Researchers believe the lowered 
risk results from opposite bio-
logical mechanisms of the two 
diseases. Because Alzheimer’s 
stems from brain cell death, it 
may prevent cancer because can-
cer forms from uncontrolled cell 
growth. 

The study, which was pub-
lished in the July 10, 2013 issue 
of the journal Neurology, did not 
take into account lifestyle fac-
tors, such as smoking, physical 
activity, and diet, which may in-
fl uence the risk of these diseases.

Receiving a diagnosis of can-
cer or Alzheimer’s disease is 
never a welcome development, 
but the strange correlation be-
tween the diseases could give 
doctors new clues into treat-
ment options for both 
conditions.  

NEW OUTLOOK FOR

PATIENTS?

CANCER OR

ALZHEIMER’S
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ELDERCARE TODAY

For many people, the al-
lure of travel never wears 
off. Be it a young person’s 
fi rst trip to a foreign land or 
an older couple’s return to 
the place where they spent 
their honeymoon, recre-
ational travel remains a fa-
vorite hobby of people of all 
ages.

Though travel appeals 
to people of all ages, it dif-
fers for people of all ages as 
well. The carefree “pack a 
bag and go” attitude shared 
by many a young traveler is 
not prudent for older travel-
ers, who must take several 
safety precautions when 
traveling to ensure the 
trip will be safe, as well as 
enjoyable. The American 
Geriatric Society’s Founda-
tion for Health in Aging of-
fers the following travel tips 
to older adults who still love 
the adventure of travel.

• Talk to your doctor 

in advance. If you have 
already made travel plans, 
consult your physician, 
who may suggest a full 
checkup, before your trip 
begins. Explain any travel 
plans, particularly which 
cities or countries you 
plan to visit and what your 
travel itinerary is. Differ-
ent locales call for different 
precautionary measures, 
and your doctor can discuss 
with you specifi c measures 
to take depending on where 
you will be going. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention lists vari-
ous required and recom-
mended vaccines based on 
certain travel destinations. 
For more information, visit 
www.cdc.gov/travel.

When speaking with 
your doctor, it’s also best 
to ask when to take medica-
tions. While this is less of a 
concern for travelers who 
are staying within their 
own time zones, it’s impor-
tant for travelers changing 
time zones to learn if they 
should stick to their home-
time-zone schedule or adapt 
it to the time zone they’ll 
be visiting. Even travel-
ers who are staying within 
their time zone should ask 
their physician if it’s best 
to take certain medications 
before or after a fl ight.

• Pack all necessary 

medications in your 

carry-on bag. Most travel-
ers have their own horror 
stories about losing checked 
baggage. For older men and 
women on medication, this 
can be especially troubling 
if their medications are 
packed in bags that were 
checked. When traveling, 
make sure all medications 
are in your carry-on bag 
to avoid losing medication 
while away from home. 

• Make a list. Before 
leaving home, make a list 
with your physician’s help 
and carry it with you at all 
times. This list should in-
clude:

- any existing medical 
conditions

- current treatment for 
those medical conditions, 
including the names of any 
medications you are on, the 
doses, and how these medi-
cations are administered

- the amount of the drug 
you need to take on the 
trip (this will be important 
should any medications be 
lost or damaged while trav-
eling)

• Take steps to avoid 

deep-vein thrombosis. 
Deep-vein thrombosis oc-

curs when blood clots form 
in the veins. This typically 
takes place in the legs be-
cause of a lack of blood fl ow. 
Older adults are at risk 
when traveling because 
traveling often requires 
sitting in one place, such 
as on an airplane or train, 
for long periods of time. 
Research has indicated 
that compression stockings 
are effective at preventing 
deep-vein thrombosis, and 
older travelers might want 
to consider such stockings, 
particularly if their travels 
require a long fl ight, drive 
or train ride.

• Don’t transfer pills 

to new containers. Vet-
eran travelers know getting 
through Customs is no joy 
ride. It’s even less enjoy-
able for men and women 
who must take prescription 
medications with them. To 
make your trip through 
Customs as stress-free as 
possible, keep all medica-
tions in their original con-
tainers.

To learn more about 
traveling safely, visit the 
American Geriatrics Soci-
ety at www.americangeri-
atrics.org.  

Travel tips for the over-50 jet set

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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Ready to enjoy a richer, safer,

independent lifestyle?
For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer 
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profi t senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fi tness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about 
United Lifeline — our personal 
emergency response service gives 
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living, 
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.fl ushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Find us on

ELDERCARE TODAY

Personal health is a con-
cern for seniors, more so 
than fi nances, says a recent 
study by UnitedHealthcare. 
Nearly seven out of 10 se-
nior respondents to a recent 
survey expressed concerns 
about their health and well-
being, a larger percentage 
than those who expressed 
concern about other cat-
egories, such as personal 
fi nance.

As seniors continue to 
live longer, they want to be 
able to enjoy the life they 
are living. As a result, more 
attention is being paid to 
taking care of oneself so 
that the senior years can 
be enjoyed. One of the key 
things they can be mindful 
of is prescription abuse.

According to data com-
piled by PRIME Institute for 
Families USA, in 2010 the 
average senior was given 
38.5 prescriptions. The av-
erage overall prescription 
number for U.S. seniors 

grew to almost 1.6 billion in 
2010. There is cause for con-
cern that seniors are highly 
overmedicated, and that 
drug interactions could be 
a leading cause of unneces-
sary death or side effects.

Seniors who want to 
stay healthy can also take 
personal responsibility for 
prescription medications. 
Lifestyle choices should 
include learning about the 
medications talked about 
by doctors and discussing 
other options if medication 

seems counterintuitive at 
this time. Keep in mind that 
the average physician visit 
is 10 minutes long, making 
it diffi cult for many doc-
tors to keep abreast of all of 
their patients’ conditions. It 
is important for patients to 
do their own safeguarding 
as well.

To reduce reliance on 
many prescription medica-
tions, seniors may be able 
to simply adjust certain 
choices in diet and exer-
cise. 

Overmedicating an issue of personal health

We can help you live safely and independently 
at home – even if you’re visually impaired. We 
provide, manage and coordinate all of your 
medical and healthcare needs. 
Please call us. We speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Live safely at home, 
even if you have 
trouble seeing.

Formerly The Jewish Guild for the Blind.  Beginning our 2nd century of care.
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Jackson Heights resident Sam Op-
penheim’s passion for travel photogra-
pher means he is one of a select group of 
people in the world who can say he has 
visited more than 30 countries on six con-
tinents.  

He currently works in Flushing as 
a social studies teacher at the East West 
School of International Studies, a pub-
lic school that offers classes in Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean.  While the job 
seems perfectly suited for Opppenheim’s 
background, it has taken a long personal 
journey for him to arrive there.

Oppenheim grew up in northern 
California near San Francisco.  He says 

his parents’ spirituality and way of life 
left a strong impression on him as a boy. 

“My parents, in the ’60s and ’70s, 
became influenced by India and learned 
transcendental meditation,” he said.  “So 
I grew up in a household with a lot of re-
spect for Transcendental Meditation.  
My parents were also really into Eastern 
philosophy, so there were a lot of books 
about eastern philosophy that I read 
growing up.”

For college Oppenheim moved to 
New York City where he studied an-
thropology and religion at Columbia 
University.  He became interested in 
photography during his freshman year 
when he received a camera – an Olympus 
OM2 – that his father had purchased in 

Japan in the 1970s.  Although he never 
took classes in photography, Oppenheim 
learned by observing others.

“I was lucky enough to have a cous-
in, Alicia, who went to The School of Vi-
sual Arts.  She was majoring in photog-
raphy and she took me into a darkroom 
and taught me how to enlarge and devel-
op my own film negatives,” Oppenheim 
said.  “I was trained in traditional film 
photography.  I’m probably one of the last 
generations where that was really the 
only option because within five years of 
becoming really interested in photogra-
phy, digital photography became a real 
viable option.”

At that time, Oppenheim also be-
came an assistant to Lynn Saville, a pro-
fessional photographer who lived near 
Columbia University and worked in New 
York City.  From working with Saville, 
he was able to learn about fine art pho-

(Clockwise from top left) Sam Oppenheim’s “Green” photographed in Kanyakumari, the southernmost point of India. “Prayers,” by Sam Oppenheim, shows two monks at prayer in Sukhothai, Thailand. This 
photograph by Sam Oppenheim, titled “Foggy Morning at the Kumbha Melz,” was taken in Allahabad, India.  Courtesy Sam Oppenheim

Jackson Heights photographer captures 
quiet moments from around the globe

Continued on Page 48
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Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

“Polanski Polanski” — Actor Grant 
Neale in a one-man performance 
that imagines three threshold 
moments from the brilliant, 
controversial — and some would say 
criminal — director’s life. 
When: Through Sept. 21, Thursday 
- Saturday, 8 pm; Sunday, 3 pm; 
additional shows Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, 8 pm and Monday, Sept. 
16, 8 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/students and seniors
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.org

“A View From the Bridge” — 
Arthur Miller’s drama explores 
issues of love, belonging and 
betrayal. It centers around Eddie 
Carbone, an Italian-American 
longshoreman living in Brooklyn 
with his wife and his orphaned 
17-year-old niece.
When: Through Sept. 21; Thursday 
- Saturday, 8 pm; Sunday, Sept. 15, 
3 pm; Saturday, Sept. 21, 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Act One: One Act” — A 
competition style one-act play 
festival where each week teams of 
actors, directors and playwrights 
will advance to the fi nal round 
through audience votes. 
When: Through Sept. 22; Thursday 
- Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 4 pm and 
8 pm; Sunday, 4 pm and 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Agatha Christie’s A Murder 
is Announced” — Theatre Time 
Productions presents a murder 
mystery involving a newspaper 
advertisement announcing the 
upcoming crime, a house full 
of guests who think it’s all a 
game and the defi nitive Christie 
detective, Miss Jane Marple. 
When: Sept. 20 - Sept. 29, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside
Cost: $16, $14/seniors and 
students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“Boeing, Boeing” — The 
Rockaway Theatre Co. presents 

Marc Camoletti’s Boulevard 
comedy centers on swinging 
1960s bachelor Bernard who 
juggles three stewardesses, who 
each believe they’re engaged to 
him, whenever their work brings 
them to Paris. All goes well, until 
his friend Robert and the three 
women show up at the same time.
When: Sept. 20-22, Sept. 27-29 and 
Oct. 4-6; Friday and Saturday at 8 
pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, Building 
T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15, $12/seniors, students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

AUDITIONS

Douglaston Community Theatre 
— The group will hold auditions on 
Sept. 9 and 10 for its upcoming 
production of “The Second Time 
Around” by Henry Denker. The 
show revolves around an older 
widow and widower who decide 
to live together without getting 
married to save their Social 
Security benefi ts. Roles range in 
ages from early 70s to college-
aged students. Performances will 
be in November. Auditions will be 
held at Zion Episcopal Church Hall 
on Church Street in Douglaston. 
For more information, contact 
Marilyn Welsher at (516) 623-3692

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

LOBSTER SPECIALS 
Friday And Saturday Nights!

Our Deck Is Open!

ENJOY LUNCH, DINNER & SUNDAY BRUNCH 
ON THE DECK

Live Piano Thursday, Friday & Saturday Evenings
Indoor & Outdoor Party Spaces Available
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for the children of those who died from 
working on the 9/11 World Trade Center pile.

Saturday, September 7th at 2:00PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00AM
-Children 10 & under FREE -

Refreshments provided
Please make checks payable to the Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund.

72-02 Astoria Blvd. East Elmhurst, NY 11370
For information contact: Ed Horn at 718-278-3240

Registration 
Available  
By Mail

BY SUZANNE PARKER

We used to have a fa-
vorite Italian restaurant, 
tucked away in an obscure 
part of Glendale.  La Tav-
ernetta had everything — 
great food, modest prices 
and warm hospitality.  It 
had the added cachet of be-
ing far enough 
off the beaten 
track that you 
had to know about it to 
know about it.  

Gradually those in the 
know told those not in the 
know, and the result was 
crowds on the sidewalk 
waiting for tables.  This 
led Michael Zampitelli, 
the owner, to relocate to 
larger quarters in a more 
heavily trafficked location 
in Forest Hills.  Such are 
the vicissitudes of the res-
taurant biz that his Forest 
Hills endeavor only lasted 

a year or two. 
Zampitelli wandered 

in the wilderness for a 
while, briefly operating 
a restaurant in eastern 
Queens, working in Man-
hattan kitchens, and tak-
ing some needed time off.  
He’s back now with Osteria 
Italiana in Maspeth, and it 
looks like he’s got his old 

mojo back, too.
“Osteria,” according 

to Wikipedia, “was origi-
nally a place serving wine 
and simple food. Lately, the 
emphasis has shifted to 
the food, but menus tend to 
be short, with an emphasis 
on local specialties.”  This 
is what Zampitelli does 
best.  In unpretentious 

surroundings, he serves 
northern and regional 
Italian fare that would 
compare favorably with 
some of New York’s most 
celebrated kitchens.  

Just like in his old 
places, an amuse bouche 
accompanies menu perus-
al—in this case a savory 
eggplant caponata.  This 
used to alternate with egg-
plant rollatini as a free-
bie.  For old times’ sake, 
we ordered the rollatini 
to see if it measured up to 
our memory.  This lightly 
fried roll of deliciousness, 
oozing ricotta and Parme-
san, and blanketed with 
marina, measured up ad-
mirably.

Zampitelli, without 
question, is a master of 
pasta.  All of the pastas 
here are house made daily.  
Cooked al dente, they all 
share that elasticity and 

resistance that can only 
be achieved with fresh 
pasta.  Our longstanding 
favorite has been his ravi-
oli di vitello burro, salvia, 
e speck.  In other words, 
veal with butter, sage and 
Speck (Proscuitto’s smoki-
er cousin).  The relatively 
bland flavor of the veal 
is enlivened by the asser-
tive flavors of the sage 
and Speck, and mellowed 
by the butter.  But as deli-
cious as it was, it received 
stiff competition from a 
special, lobster ravioli.  
The filling in the lobster 
ravioli, a bargain at $15.95, 
was almost pure lobster.  It 
comes drenched in a but-
ter sauce and studded with 
bits of leek and asparagus. 
We’d wager that you won’t 
find better in any of Man-
hattan’s most hyped eater-
ies.

Maspeth Italian eatery reintroduces chef to SW Queens
Osteria Italiana brings Michael Zampitelli back to kitchen with his take on Mediterranean classics

Osteria Italiana
57-59 61st St.

Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 894-4391

Price Range: Appetizers: 
$7.95-$12.95, Pastas: $7.95-

$14.95 Entrees: $12.95-$18.95
Cuisine: Northern and 

regional Italian
Setting: Medium sized, 

simply decorated.
Service: Friendly and 

attentive
Hours: Open seven days, 

Noon-11 pm
Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: License pending 

(complimentary wine or BYOB)
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Children’s menu
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Nope. 

Cash only
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes

Osteria Italiana serves its linguine with clams accompanied with 
plenty of garlic and crispy basil leaves. Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 48
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Linguine with clams 
comes in a white wine sauce 
redolent with garlic and 
crisply sautéed basil leaves.  
Or choose from three differ-
ent versions of fillet of sole: 
Franchese, accua pazza 
or oreganatta.  The accua 
pazza, is a delicate dish of 
poached sole topped with 
fresh cherry tomatoes and 
shredded basil leaves, in a 
white wine sauce paired up 
with a mound of spinach.  
This is a nice dish if you’re 
looking for something on 
the lighter side. 

The meat and poultry 
choices are mostly drawn 

from tried and true Italian 
hit parade.  Veal saltimbocca 
is an earthy preparation of 
scaloppini with spinach and 
Prosciutto.  As the season 
changes, the veal stew, more 
like a goulash than a stew 
with a paprika based gravy 
would warm the innards.

The desserts here 
also adhere strictly to Ital-
ian culinary traditions.  
For diehard chocoholics, 
there’s a scrumptious torta 
caprese, the Italian take on 
the flourless chocolate cake 
made from chocolate and 
almonds.

The Bottom Line
Going to Osteria Ital-

ian was like reconnecting 
with a long lost friend.  It 

has all the elements that 
we loved about the old La 
Tavernetta.  The food is 
terrific.  The prices are 
modest.  There are even 
running a special of 25 
percent off menu price at 
lunchtime.  The service is 
like family.  It even has an 
out of the way location (as-
suming you don’t live in 
Maspeth) to give it cachet.  
Go there while it’s still new 
and undiscovered—before 
the lines form.  

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

 27.  Dickens's Heep
 28.  Petroleum derivative sold  
  in drugstores
 30.  Japanese port
 31.  Explode
 32.  Monopoly income
 34.  "...upon receipt ___"
 39.  Gave the cold shoulder
 40.  Marsh plant
 45.  Doris of "Pillow Talk"
 47.  Pass, as time
 48.  Verb in Rogaine ads
 49.  Bellow in the bookstore?
 53.  Oozes
 54.  Scheme
 55.  Smidgen
 56.  Air
 57.  Wrinkly fruit
 58.  Grated lemon rind
 59.  Bad day for Caesar
 62.  Lord's Prayer start
 63.  Starter's need

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 30 - September 5, 2013

By Ed Canty

Numbers Game

Across

 1.  Steamers
 6.  Birds in barns
 10.  Scattered, as seeds
 14.  Torah expert
 15.  Caspian Sea feeder
 16.  Canyon sound
 17.  Revolving door 
  recommendation
 19.  Not on the rocks
 20.  Treat like a dog?
 21.  Get rid of
 22.  Infuse with an antiseptic
 24.  Tennis star Kournikova
 25.  Witty Nash
 26.  Autumn bloomers
 29.  Bike, e.g.
 33.  March marchers
 35.  Calls the bet
 36.  Anger
 37.  Clamor
 38.  Gofer's jobs
 41.  Convent dweller
 42.  Motor oil abbr.
 43.  Smell
 44.  Skilled
 46.  The Story of The  
  _______
 50.  Sciences' partner
 51.  One way to read
 52.  "No problem!"
 54.  Oriental dish of meat and  
  rice (Var.)
 56.  Malaria symptom
 57.  Compact weapon
 60.  Windy City business  
  district
 61.  Like cats and dogs
 64.  Elevator inventor
 65.  Mark's replacement
 66.  Sign of life

 67.  A fisherman may spin one
 68.  Poker variety
 69.  Piques

Down

 1.  Jockey's whip
 2.  Runner's assignment
 3.  Assist, in a way
 4.  Second degree?
 5.  Keep under wraps
 6.  Jesse James, e.g.
 7.  Habeas corpus, e.g.
 8.  On the ___ (fleeing)
 9.  Rode over snow
 10.  Name on an envelope
 11.  Queen Elizabeth, for one
 12.  Second baseman in a  
  noted comedy routine
 13.  Musical mark
 18.  Bee or Em
 23.  Texas oil city
 24.  Biblical beast
 25.  "A Prayer for ___ Meany"
 26.  Center

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SHOW THE WAY
B A L L S O M A N M O L E
A L I O N H A R E C H I A
T A K E A I L E S G E M S

W E S T P O I N T C A D E T
S C R T E A R

K O A H E R A D U R E S S
A R G O G U N S S E T T O
P O I N T O F N O R E T U R N
P U R E E F A R E T I E A
A T L A S T S E A L S P R

C L O T C A D
E X T R A P O I N T K I C K
E V O O C O N E E M A I L
R I O S A T T A R E L E E
S I T S T H O R S A L V O

tography and work with 
online photo editing pro-
grams while designing and 
maintaining her website.

Oppenheim pursued a 
master’s degree in anthro-
pology and archaeology at 
the University of Wisconsin.  
While working as an archae-
ologist for a year in India, 
he took pictures across all 
parts of the country.  In the 
future, he hopes to publish 
a book of his photos called, 
“A Year in India.”  He also 
self-published a book called 
“Portals,” which is a photo 
collection of “entrances, ex-
its, windows, doors, arches 

and caves” from sites all 
over the world.  You can 
view part of the book and 
purchase it online at Blurb.
com or on Oppeheim’s own 
website.

Most of the photos on 
his website are of people 
praying or working peace-
fully. This reflects his in-
terests in religion, spiritu-
ally, culture, history and 
archaeology in his art. 

“I have a preference to 
travel somewhere a little 
farther away from home 
and experience something 
unique,” he said. “Then I try 
to represent it in an artistic 
way in my photography but 
not in a photojournalistic 

way.  I like to show more the 
experiential feeling of trav-
eling instead of just docu-
menting the truth.”

Opposed to the idea of 
living far away from fam-
ily and friends to pursue 
a career as an archaeolo-
gist, Oppenheim decided to 
study childhood education 
and became a school teach-
er.  Since 2004 he has taught 
at four different New York 
City public schools.  Be-
cause Oppenheim has re-
cently married and become 
a father to a baby girl, he 
has had little time to par-
ticipate in exhibits within 
the last two years.  Al-
though becoming a father 
will curtail his travels, he 
knows that Queens’ diverse 
neighborhoods will always 

Continued from Page 45

Continued from Page 47

OPPENHEIM

Osteria

Jackson Heights photographer Sam Oppenheim standing at the summit of Mt. Haleakala in Maui, 
Hawaii.  Courtesy Sam Oppenheim

satisfy his curiosity about 
other cultures.

“Queens is just phe-
nomenal.  You can really go 
to the most amazing little 
ethnic enclaves.  Within 
walking distance from my 
house there is an Argentin-
ean steak house as well as 
Nepali, Tibetan, Indian, Af-

ghani, Colombia, Mexican, 
Malaysian and Thai restau-
rants,” Oppeheim says.  “If 
you include the Flushing 
neighborhood, you have 
restaurants that specialize 
in specific regional Chi-
nese cuisines.  It’s really a 
blessing to be in Queens, 
especially for someone like 

myself who is inspired by 
travel and different cul-
tures and traditions.”

To see Oppenheim’s 
portfolio of work, visit his 
website at www.samoppen-
heim.com.  For freelance and 
fine art photography work, 
he can be em-ailed at samop-
penheim@yahoo.com. 
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Whitestone resident Ales-
sandra Ciuffo has spent nearly a 
decade in the kitchen honing her 
culinary skills. 

Like all new cooks, Alessan-
dra’s training started with simple 
tasks, which in her case involved 
figuring out how to reach the 
stove.

“When I was 3-years old my 
father would be in the kitchen 
cooking,” Alessandra, 12, said. 
“He would pick me up and we 
would stir the pot together. It 
got to the point that when I was 
9-years old, I was making pan-
cakes for the whole family.”

These days, her kitchen rep-
ertoire includes a lot more than 
breakfast and beginning this 
weekend extends all the way to 
the Food Network’s “Rachael vs. 
Guy: Kids Cook-Off.”

On this new competitive 
cooking show, Alessandra and 
seven other young chefs will be 

challenged to demonstrate their 
culinary know-how as the part of 
a team.

The four-part series 
includes pop quizzes on all 
things edible, classroom 
training with one of the ce-
lebrity chefs, and creation 
and execution of a menu. 

As they gather points 
along the way, one team 
member will earn the 
title of MVP of each chal-
lenge. The young chef who 
amasses the most points at 
the end of the series will 
receive their own Food Net-
work web series. 

For Alessandra, a self-
proclaimed diehard Food 
Network fan, “Rachael vs. 
Guy: Kids Cook-Off” is ex-
actly the type of show she 
would watch, if she wasn’t 
one of the stars.

“I love the competition 
shows,” said Alessandra. “I 
just think that is so excit-

ing. You want to watch and see 
who wins at the end.”

Being on a real TV studio 

set, instead of just riding by one 
on a tram like she did on a trip to 
Universal Studios in Hollywood a 
few years ago and getting to meet 
celebrity chefs Rachael Ray and 
Guy Fieri, proved to be memo-
rable experiences for Alessandra.

But the high point, she said, 
was spending time with other 
kids who loved cooking as much 
as she did. 

“It was absolutely amazing 
to find people who have the same 
passion,” she said. “And then to 
be able to keep a conversation go-
ing about it. We would talk about 
how we made things differently.”
The show is already history, but 
Alessandra cannot reveal any-
thing about the competition — 
not even if she was on Rachael’s 
or Guy’s team. She can, however, 
talk about her future. 

It’s no surprise culinary 
training is part of the plans. 
But Alessandra, who is entering 
eighth grade at Whitestone’s St. 
Luke School, doesn’t expect to 

stop there. 
“I want to franchise a lot of 

restaurants,” said Alessandra, 
“so I think you need a good math 
education. Maybe I’ll take two 
years of business.”

After that she would like to 
attend the Culinary Institute of 
America or even Le Cordon Bleu, 
which she toured on a recent trip 
to Paris with her parents. 

“Then, I’d like to do a semes-
ter abroad and learn the different 
cultures of cooking,” she said. 

She has already picked up a 
cultural trick when it comes to 
making those pancakes for fam-
ily breakfasts.

“The secret to a great pan-
cake,” Alessandra said, “is to add 
a little bit of Greek yogurt to the 
batter.”

“Rachael vs. Guy: Kids Cook-
Off” premieres Sunday, Sept. 8, 
on Food Network. You can follow 
Alessandra on Twitter: @chefci-
uffo or on her Facebook page. 

Whitestone chef stirs up Food Network show
Alessandra Ciuffo competes on new show looking to crown the next culinary star of the younger set

Whitestone resident Alessandra Ciuffo whips 
up a batch of pesto on the set of the upcom-
ing Food Network show “Rachael vs. Guy: Kids 
Cook-Off.” Photo courtesy Food Network
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Although he only spent 
a small part of his much-
too-short life in Queens, 
Benjamin Wheeler will 
soon become a permanent 
part of Sunnyside after a 
street is co-named to honor 
the 6-year-old Newtown, 
Conn. shooting victim. 

The ceremony, which 
takes place this Saturday 
at noon, will rename the 
south side of 41st Street and 
Queens Boulevard as Ben-
jamin Wheeler Place. 

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) sponsored the 
name change.

“By working with the 
Wheeler family and with 
Congressman Joe Crowley 
we were able to come up 
with a wonderful way to 
forever remember Benja-
min,” said Jason Banrey, 
Van Bramer’s deputy chief 
of staff.

Benjamin’s father, Da-
vid Wheeler, believes the 
location at the end of the 
street where he and his 

family lived is the perfect 
choice. 

“This is where Ben got 
his first look at the world 

and where the world got 
its first look at him,” Da-
vid Wheeler said in a state-
ment. 

The Wheelers, David, 
his wife Francine, his older 
son Nate, and Benjamin left 
Sunnyside in 2007 and re-
settled in Newtown. Before 
leaving Queens, the Wheel-
ers were active members 
of the community volun-
teering at Sunnyside Gar-
dens Park. Francine had 
also started the Sunnyside 
Moms Yahoo group.

Benjamin and 19 other 
first-graders were mur-
dered in a mass shooting 
by a lone gunman at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown on Dec. 14, 2012. 
Six adult staff members of 
the school were also killed. 

In late December, more 
than 200 residents gathered 
at Sunnyside Reformed 
Church on Skillman Av-
enue for a candlelight vigil 
honoring the victims of the 
massacre. 

A street in Sunnyside is slated to be co-named for Benjamin 
Wheeler, 6, who was killed during the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting. AP Photo/The Wheeler Family

Sunnyside to honor Newtown victim

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

MEDICAL ASSISTING1

Begin your career with a degree in
a field that gives you the clinical
experience to care for patients:

www.PlazaCollege.edu
1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping
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Empire State is one of only 
two states in the country 
— the other is North Caro-
lina — that prosecutes 16- 
and 17-year-olds as adults. 
About 50,000 of these youths 
are arrested in the state 
each year and 75.3 percent 
are charged with misde-
meanors, according to the 
advocacy coalition.

A Quinnipiac poll re-
leased Tuesday showed 
Thompson’s support with 
black voters remained at 
25 percent from a week ear-
lier, while de Blasio’s had 
climbed 13 points to 47 per-
cent.

Thompson said that in 
addition to working with 
state lawmakers to amend 
New York’s penal code, he 
would work at the other 
end to support the city’s 
teens by pumping an ad-
ditional $7 million into the 
summer youth employment 
program.

Thompson was joined 
at the Robert Ross John-
son Family Life Center by 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), state Assem-

blywoman Barbara Clark 
(D-Queens Village) and the 
Revs. Floyd Flake, Henry 
Simmons and Charles Nor-
ris.

A number of Thomp-
son’s supporters said that 
during his time as presi-
dent of the city Board of Ed-
ucation, he proved to be a 
strong advocate for youth.

Thompson said it was 
under his tenure that the 
board transferred school 
safety to the New York Po-
lice Department, a policy 
that has been criticized by 
the Dignity in Schools Cam-
paign for its heavy-handed 
discipline of students.

He said it was a policy 
he still supports, but one 
he thinks has gotten out of 
hand.

“You never wanted 
to see students arrested 
for — I’ll put it this way — 
the things that you might 
have done: pushing, shov-
ing incidents ... even small 
fist fights,” he said. “Now 
we’re seeing young people 
arrested for those things. 
That’s wrong. That can’t 
continue.”

Health
Information 
Technology1

www.PlazaCollege.edu
74-09 37 AVE., JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

The integral part of the “behind 
the scenes” medical field

1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

not yet been approved by 
the federal government.

According to both Lib-
erty Natural Gas and Wil-
liams Cos., the projects are 
not related.

Environmental activ-
ist groups are advocating 
against both projects, cit-
ing safety concerns and en-
vironmental impacts.

Groups such as Clean 
Ocean Action and the 
Surfrider Foundation say 
the new Port Ambrose pro-
posal is too similar to the 
one issued two years ago.

They say the project 
could later serve as infra-
structure to export natu-
ral gas that is derived via 
fracking, a controversial 
technique by which rocks 
are drilled and injected 
with fluid so that they 
break and natural gas can 
be extracted from them.

But Liberty Natural 
Gas says that is untrue.

Activists also cite 
the devastation on the 
shoreline caused by Hur-
ricane Sandy and question 

whether the port would be 
damaged during extreme 
weather.

But, according to Lib-
erty Natural Gas, the port 
is designed to withstand un-
usually hazardous weather. 
The ship can disconnect 
from Port Ambrose in less 
than 15 minutes and sail 
away from the storm.

The comment period 
for the project ended two 
weeks ago. It drew about 
10,000 comments, most of 
which were against the 
project, according to Clean 
Ocean Action.

Before the review pro-
cess is completed, there 
will be public hearings, and 
federal and state agency en-
vironmental and safety re-
views, according to Whel-
an’s statement.

“We are confident that 
through this thorough re-
view process we will be 
able to prove the merits of 
the project to the public,” 
Whelan said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 6 

Pipeline
Continued from Page 5 

Thompson

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Simon and Cindy Wu, 
of Little Neck, have been 
dishing out treats in Bay-
side since 1985, but at three 
different locations. The duo 
celebrated their latest mile-
stone at the end of August 
when they reopened Sweet 
Adele’s in its newest home, 
at 73-24 Bell Blvd.

“We’re much closer to 
the action,” said Simon Wu, 
who immigrated to New 
York City with his wife 
from Taiwan in the late 
1970s. “This is a better loca-
tion, well worth the move.”

Sweet Adele’s has be-
come a go-to spot for anyone 
with a sweet tooth in north-
east Queens, offering ev-
erything from traditional 
candy to chocolate-covered 
pretzels, home-baked goods 
and bubble tea.

“We just adapt to what 
our customers want,” Cin-
dy Wu said of how she and 
her husband stocked the 
shelves since they arrived 
on Bell. “Over the years, 
we tried to offer something 
unique. People have seemed 
to like it.”

She also said the store 
has shifted its gears as of 
late to offer more sugar-
free options so parents with 
wound-up toddlers could 
still buy them a treat on the 

go.
The store has collected 

itself a generous group of 
loyal customers, its owners 
said, making it a staple in 
the community.

Cindy Wu said her hus-
band has become quite the 
popular candy man, known 
for forming personal rela-
tionships with his clientele. 
She said customers who 

used to come into the store 
as teenagers now come in 
with children of their own 
who view Simon almost 
as an unofficial uncle of 
theirs.

“This is a very nice 
area to raise a family and 
run a business,” Cindy Wu 
said. “We just want to give 
thanks to our community 
so they know how happy we 

are to have them as friends 
and customers.”

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) even went so far 
as to visit the new location 
and pose for photos with 
the mom-and-pop owners, 
celebrating the new loca-
tion.

“Sweet Adele’s is a 
neighborhood gem, Cindy 
and Simon’s fresh products 
are what make this place so 
popular and special,” We-
prin said. “Sweet Adele’s 
caters to the booming and 
diverse residents of the 
community.”

Sweet Adele’s first 
opened at 73-22 Bell Blvd. 
in 1985, but then moved in 
2003 into a bigger space at 
73-29 Bell Blvd. The own-
ers were on the move again, 
moving in mid-August to 
their current spot, which is 
even larger. The new spot, 
the Wu family said, allowed 
for more mingling room for 
customers and even a sit-
down area for anyone to en-
joy their treats in-house.

For more informa-
tion, Sweet Adele’s can be 
reached at 718-479-8282.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Sweet Adele’s celebrates newest spot on Bell
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deplorable and must be 
condemned,” she said in a 
statement. “However, just 
as I have forcefully opposed 
previous military actions, I 
oppose this one.”

Conversely, U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
supports action, but only 
if it excludes U.S. ground 
troops.

“I am convinced more 
than ever that the Syr-
ian regime used chemical 
weapons, and we cannot al-
low that use to continue and 
proliferate. That means em-
ploying a multilateral mili-
tary operation surgically 
and precisely targeted at 
degrading Syria’s chemical 
weapons capacity,” he said 
in a statement. “President 
Obama has repeatedly stat-
ed that the operation will 
be swift and without U.S. 
boots on the ground. I take 

the president at his word, 
but would like those words 
explicitly included in the 
congressional resolution.”

But Capitol hawks 
ripped the president, ac-
cusing him of passing the 
buck.

“President Obama is 
abdicating his responsi-
bility as commander-in-
chief and undermining 
the authority of future 
presidents,” neighboring 
U.S. Rep. Peter King (R-
Massapequa Park) said in 
a statement. “The president 
does not need Congress to 
authorize a strike on Syr-
ia.”

Reps. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) and Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
were waiting to hear more 
details before making a de-
cision.

Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) did 
not respond to a request for 
comment.

of Education,” she said. 
“We should not be closing 
our schools at 3:30 when ev-
erybody’s racing out of the 
building and then we lock it 
up tight.”

Daneek Miller said 
the Council must fund or-
ganizations that provide 
services and activities for 
children and teens, but in 
the interim, he said, com-
munity members must find 
ways to support youth as 
well.

Sondra Peeden agreed 
with the goals of the other 
candidates and said the 
current gang prevention 
program is “fantastic,” but 
the community must focus 
on how to keep funding 
sustainable. She said she 
would look into city gov-
ernment funding as well 
as private corporation and 

foundation funding.
The community must 

also consider the root cause 
of the problem, which is the 
destruction of the family, 
she said.

“Those young people 
are looking for something 
to belong to,” she said.

Clyde Vanel said more 
community policing is 
necessary; he vowed that 
he would help provide his 
community with the anti-
violence resources that it 
needs.

The last candidate in 
the race, Manuel Caugh-
man, was present at the 
forum, but left before the 
question about gun vio-
lence was asked. He had an-
other commitment, he said.

The seat is currently 
held by Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans), whose term is 
expiring.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5 

Syria
Continued from Page 4 

Forum
economic development 
projects, such as airport 
infrastructure, by issuing 
tax-exempt bonds.

With the help of the 
32BJ/SEIU union, contract 
workers at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport have 
been calling on airlines 
that receive assistance 
through the agency to pay 
living-wage jobs. Stringer, 
as Manhattan borough 
president, appointed 32BJ 
Executive President Kevin 
Doyle to the board and said 
he would continue to sup-
port those efforts as comp-
troller.

“I think our airports 
should pay a living wage,” 
said Stringer, who also 
served in the state Assem-
bly.

Turning to his oppo-
nent, who resigned his post 
as governor after admitting 
he had frequented prosti-
tutes, Stringer said he has 
the edge when it comes to 
reshaping the office.

 “The comptroller’s not 

a day trader, right? So I’m 
not running because I can 
tell you what stock we’re go-
ing to invest in or what the 
asset allocation is,” he said. 
“I mean no comptroller’s 
done that, and my opponent 
doesn’t understand that, so 
you have to build out a very 
strong office.”

“When Eliot became 
governor a lot of people left 
their jobs in the city and 
went to Albany because 
they believed that things 
were going to change, you 
know? I did too, and every-
one knows how that ended. 
It was a colossal failure, but 
a lot of people lost job op-
portunities a lot of people 
got hurt during that,” he 
continued, “and he cannot 
build out this office because 
you are not going to leave 
your job on Wall Street or 
another government job 
and come into work for him 
and revitalize the office. He 
will have a hard time get-
ting people to work there, 
whereas the way I’ve run 
my office, we’re going to get 
the best and brightest to be 
a part of government.”

Continued from Page 5 

Stringer

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...

Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.
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Brandon Pelzer and 

Jordan Francklin are ac-
customed to carrying a 
large chunk of the Holy 
Cross football team’s of-
fense, leaving them ready 
for those responsibilities 
to only further grow this 
season.

The seniors are three-
year varsity players and 
have been the team’s fea-
tured backs during most 
of that time. This season, 
head Coach Tom Pugh will 
be asking for just a bit more 
with an inexperienced 
quarterback. He is count-
ing on the offensive line to 
jell and for his strong de-
fense to step up early on. 
They believe they are ready 
to tackle the challenge.

“When we moved up 
as sophomores, we felt 
the same way as now,” the 
5-foot-11, 200-pound Pelzer 
said. “We just got to make it 
happen.”

The  bruising 5-foot-10, 
197-pound Francklin is also 
a physical runner.

They combined for 
1,300 yards for the Knights 
last season. Both they and 
Pugh talked about the im-
portance of the offensive 
line led by returnees Ste-
fan Harrington and Jared 
Labades as being a key to 

their performance as they 
prepare to carry the load.

“They are big powerful 
backs so they can handle 
the load,” senior receiver 
and cornerback Brandon 
Jackson said. “They are 
ready.”

Likely starting quar-
terback junior Akini Primis 
is on the smaller side and 
less likely to try to stretch 
the field passing. Junior 
Paul Yodice, who could also 

see time at quarterback 
and Jackson, a breakout 
star late last season, will be 
at wide receiver. Cross has 
no shortage of talent at the 
skill positions.

“We have six kids who 
can carry the ball,” Pugh 
said. “We are very loaded 
there. We have good receiv-
ers. We can’t throw the ball 
as much as we did because 
we have a smaller quarter-
back. He’s very small, but 

he’s good.”
The longtime coach be-

lieves a stout defense that 
lost just three starters from 
last season will give the of-
fense time to fine its identi-
ty. Francklin was CHSFL’s 
defensive player of the year 
playing alongside Pelzer 
last season. Harrington 
and Labades will go both 
ways. Jackson and Diwani 
Singletary lead a strong 
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BY ELIO VELEZ 

It’s possible to imagine 
that Beach Channel could 
let the events of last Octo-
ber’s Hurricane Sandy cast 
a shadow on its football sea-
son.

While there are a 
number of obstacles in the 
way of the Dolphins, head 
Coach Victor Nazario has 
seen an optimistic atti-
tude throughout preseason 
practices despite the hard-
ships his squad will have to 
overcome 

“We still haven’t com-
pletely recovered,” he said. 
“We have no home field. No 
locker room. No equipment 
room. To our credit the 
kids are upbeat just like the 
coaching staff.”

Nazario has stored a 
lot of the football equip-
ment in the basement at 
his home. That equipment 
is driven to a field steps 
away from the Rockaway 
boardwalk shared with 
the local Rockaway Ravens 
youth team. Beach Channel 
has to play league games at 
Far Rockaway High School 
while its home field under-
goes repairs in the fall.

The new location has 
given Nazario ideas to 
make practice more inter-
esting by holding running 
exercises on the Rockaway 
boardwalk or the hard sand 
on the beach. It has helped 
the team begin the bond-
ing process, according to 
senior running back Chris 

Continued on Page 57

Dolphins regroup 
in Sandy’s wake

Knights prep for competition
Hungry Holy Cross eager to take on rivals with senior offensive trio

Holy Cross Head Coach Tom Pugh (r.) is joined by his players Brendan Jackson (l.-r.), Jordan Francklin 
and Brandon Pelzer. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Beach Channel Coach Victor Nazario encourages one of his play-
ers during a preseason workout. Photo by Elio Velez

Continued on Page 57



TL

56
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, S
EP

T. 
6-

12
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Campus Magnet Coach Eric 
Barnett isn’t shy about his feel-
ings for senior quarterback Bles-
suan Austin. It’s something the 
6-foot-2 senior’s teammates feel 
equally as strong about as well.

“I think he is the best quar-
terback in the city,” Barnett said.

The second year starter is 
certainly in the discussion and 
will look to add to that résumé 
this season. Barnett said he could 
already see improvements in 
his skills after attending college 
camps over the summer and com-
mented on his greater propensity 
to be a leader. Austin, who will 
also play safety, threw for 601 
yards and five touchdowns and 
also ran for 291 yards and two 
scores.

“I thought he was the best 
[quarterback] since last year,” 
running back Joah Pryor said. 
“He’s going to get the job done for 
us this year.” 

Austin says he can’t let the 

expectations or the pressure of 
his college recruitment get to 
him. He has interest as an athlete 
from Syracuse, Rutgers, UConn, 
Buffalo, Marshall, Towson and 
Stony Brook among others, but 
is still awaiting his first scholar-
ship offers.

“I can’t let that get to my 
head,” Austin said. “I have to stay 
humble and help the team.”

He will have some help, 
starting with full back-turned-
running back Pryor, a transfer 
from St. Anthony’s last season. 
He takes over for the graduated 
Asaikie Blake and is now more 
comfortable in the Bulldogs’ sys-
tem. Drew Morgan, who is back 
from a torn ACL, steps into the 
fullback roll. Pryor has already 
caught the eye of Austin.

“I see a big difference,” he 
said. “He’s explosive and strong. 
He can’t get tackled in the open 
field.”

Stephon Hercules goes from 
tight end to wide receiver and will 
be joined by Ramone Alcock, who 

missed all of last season with an 
ankle injury, and Jabril Akassou. 
Dandre Johnson, a two-way play-
er, will anchor an inexperienced 
offensive line and Charlie Driver 
will be the tight end.

Diquan Pegues moves from 
linebacker to defensive back to 
lead a strong and athletic defen-
sive unit. Roy “Speedy” Harvey 
returns at cornerback and Dem-
etrius Sumter is back at lineback-
er.

The Bulldogs’ 4-5 season 
and a first round playoff loss to 
Lincoln last year sticks with the 
returning players. They want 
to get back to being among the 
elite teams in the league. It has 
brought them closer together, 
gotten them in the weight room 
more consistently and left them 
hungry to improve off a sub-500 
campaign.

“Last season we had a bad 
season,” Pegues said. “We really 
don’t want that to happen again 
this year, so the senior really step 
it up.”

Campus Magnet’s Stephon Hercules makes a leaping grab guarded by teammate 
Blessuan Austin. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Bulldogs look to star quarterback for leadership
Campus Magnet aims for success this season on the gridiron after disappointment last year
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secondary.
“Defense does win 

championships,” Franck-
lin said. “If the other team 
doesn’t score, you can’t lose. 
Our offense is very young. 
We got to set the tone on de-
fense and make sure they 
feel comfortable.”

That’s exactly what 
Jackson got late last sea-
son. He had two of his four 

interceptions against rival 
St. Francis Prep in a Bat-
tle of the Boulevard win. 
Jackson ran one back for a 
touchdown and also scored 
on a punt return. It has him 
expecting more of the same 
as a senior.

“Coming into this sea-
son, I’m really ready,” Jack-
son said. “I’m more confi-
dent in myself.”

Just as confident as his 
teammates in what might 
happen as their running 
game gains momentum. 

The Knights, preseason 
ranked fifth in the CHSFL, 
would like to start to knock 
off teams like St. Antho-
ny’s, defending champion 
Chaminade and Iona Prep 
after struggling to do so in 
recent years.

“They are saying 
there are four teams that 
are really better then us,” 
Francklin said. “I’m excited 
for this year to prove people 
wrong, prove that we can 
play ball in Queens.”

The US Open might as 
well be called just the Open 
in its second week.

It hasn’t been a pretty 
tennis tournament so far 
for U.S. athletes not named 
Williams at the Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter. As of Monday, there 
were no American men left 
in the singles draw, mark-
ing the first time a U.S. 
male hasn’t made it out of 
the third round of a Grand 
Slam.

The days of John 
McEnroe, Pete Sampras, 
Andre Agassi and Andy 
Roddick packing the place 
with patriotic anticipation 
and a palpable energy are 
clearly over. Wild card Tim 
Smyczek was the last Amer-
ican male standing before 
losing to Marcel Granollers 
of Spain Sunday.

“At the very top of the 

game American tennis is 
a little bit behind where 
it has been in years past,” 
Smyczek said. “I know we 
got really spoiled with Pete, 
Andre, all those guys and 
Andy for so many years.”

On the women’s side 
there were glimpses of com-
pelling storylines that nev-
er fully developed. Victoria 
Duval was a darling for a 
night after the 17-year-old 
beat 2011 US Open Cham-
pion Sam Stosur in the first 
round. Sloane Stephens, the 
20-year-old future face of 
US women’s tennis, was un-
lucky to draw No. 1-ranked 
Serena Williams in the 
fourth round.

The much-hyped match 
didn’t live up to the billing 
as Williams schooled Ste-
phens in a straight set win. 
Stephens’ time will come 
to lead a talented group of 
up-and-coming American 
women which includes 
Jamie Hampton, who Ste-
phens beat in Round 3. The 
women, unlike the men, are 
on the rise.

“Next year there could 

be three other American 
girls in the Top 20,” Ste-
phens said. “It just depends. 
Right now I’m carrying the 
little torch. But I’m okay 
with it. I embrace it for 
now.”

Casual tennis fans like 
myself don’t have a compel-
ling U.S. story to follow for 
the final week of the US 
Open. Sure Novak Djok-
ovic and Andy Murray are 
great, but they don’t make 
most Americans swell with 
pride. Williams will draw 
some people in, but she’s 
won before and often.

The experience of 
watching the live matches 
changes because the crowd 
reaction and involvement 
is different at the US Open 
when an American is on 

court. The people are loud-
er and more involved. They 
wanted to push, coach and 
cheer the U.S. player to vic-
tory.

“It’s definitely a com-
pletely different feeling 
than being at any other 
tournament,” Stephens said 
after the opening round 
match. “I think people, 
they really get behind you. 
It helps. It does help.”

There is still plenty 
to enjoy at the US Open 
between the good food, in-
timate stadium settings 
and chance for autographs. 
The opportunity to watch 
American tennis in front of 
a passionate crowd, though, 
just got harder to find.

Reed.
“We just got to get ev-

eryone mentally focused 
and everyone get on the 
same page,” Reed said. “Ev-
eryone has to get the mind-
set to play on any field.”

Beach Channel had 
a good debut in the PSAL 
Championship division 
with a 5-4 record and a first 
round loss to Port Rich-
mond in the playoffs. It was 
a team that overachieved 
with limited experience, yet 
received top performances 
by former lineman Foley 
Fatukasi, now a freshman 
playing at the University of 
Connecticut, quarterback 
Breland Archbold (C.W. 
Post) and other seniors that 
have departed.

Nazario is stressing 
an open competition in key 
starting positions, but he 
sees team speed being one 
of the biggest strengths. 
Beach Channel is counting 
on a number of returning 
players like Reed, a senior 

running back, to not just 
rush for 1,000-plus yards on 
the ground, but lead as one 
of the team captains.

“I have to set my goals 
to a high standard to what 
I want to achieve this sea-
son,” Reed said. “Everyone 
on this team has to push 
each other.”

Junior transfer Dar-
ren Koomson arrives from 
Grand Street Campus to 
take over at quarterback. 
He will have experience 
besides him with Michael 
Stanley starting his senior 
season at wide receiver. 
Kyzer Louis features out of 
the backfield alongside full-
back Michael Manroup.

The Dolphins believe 

their defense will play a big 
role. Kajeen Lucas returns 
to start on the defensive 
line, Clyde Tiimmer and 
sophomore Lawrence Bin-
ger are emerging as pos-
sible starters at linebacker. 
Reed and Stanley anchor 
the cornerback positions.

Beach Channel has to 
bring that competitive atti-
tude established in practice 
toward a regular season 
that features more logisti-
cal challenge than in the 
past.

“We work as hard as 
we possibly can,” Nazario 
said. “Hopefully, we can 
carry that over to a suc-
cessful season.”
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Knights

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Tim Smyczek was the last remaining American male tennis player 
in this year’s US Open. Photo by Christina Santucci

Lack of advancing Americans takes away from US Open

The Beach Channel football team works on its conditioning on the 
sands of Rockaway. Photo by Elio Velez

American tennis player Sloane Stephens returns the ball during 
her match against Serena Williams. Photo by Christina Santucci
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from her position as com-
missioner at the Queens 
Board of Elections earlier 
this year through a politi-
cal coup.

Aside from state com-
mittee races, the party is 
also backing a number of 
candidates in county com-
mittee races, which will de-
termine the members who 
elect the party chairman. 

While the party has 
been fractured for some 
time, recent events have 
mobilized disenchanted 
Queens Republicans.

In April, then-Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vin-
cent Tabone — who was 
working on John Catsima-
tidis’ mayoral campaign — 

was arrested and charged 
in federal court as a player 
in an alleged plot along 
with City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
to bribe southeast Queens 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) onto the Repub-
lican ticket in the race for 
Gracie Mansion.

Tabone allegedly told 
an undercover FBI agent 
that he, not Ragusa, ran the 
county party, casting as-
persions on its leadership.

The party went on 
to endorse Catsimatidis, 
drawing a line in the sand 
between many Republicans 
who prefer former MTA 
Chariman Joe Lhota.

Dennis Saffran, the 
party-backed candidate in 
northeast Queen’s Council 
District 19 race, said that in 
some races, like Ragusa’s, 

he backs the party candi-
date and in others he sup-
ports the opposition. The 
two camps have become too 
entrenched, he said, and it 
hurts the party overall.

“I think it tears the 
party apart unnecessarily 
and it’s a terrible shame, 
because there are no ideo-
logical issues in this Hat-
field-McCoy war and that’s 
what’s most appalling 
about it. There are various 
stripes of Republicans in 
both camps and the issues 
have become purely per-
sonal,” he said. “It’s frus-
trated the state party. It’s 
frustrated a lot of people in 
Queens and it’s got to end.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

ber, but a coalition of shops 
called the Sunrise Coop-
erative said that was not 
enough.

“The city’s attempts to 
assist the occupants of these 
businesses here in Willets 
Point has been woefully in-
adequate, the funding that 
they’re offering is woefully 
inadequate and essentially 
they’re going to be leaving 
the owners and these busi-
nesses without a source of 
income to feed their fami-
lies,” Ferris Turner, an 
attorney representing the 
co-op, said inside one of the 
shops last Friday as a hand-
ful of workers gathered to 
begin their protest.

“And so the hunger 

strike is, in effect, a look 
into the future for these 
families because essential-
ly most of them, probably 
after they’re essentially 
evicted here, will not have 
sufficient income or fund-
ing to feed their families.”

Marco Neira, president 
of the Sunshine coalition, 
said about eight workers 
had signed up to participate 
in the hunger strike, and he 
expected more to join.

He said the group had 
begun negotiating with 
property owners in Mas-
peth to find enough space to 
relocate all the businesses 
together, but the city would 
not pony up for their price.

Moving piecemeal, he 
said, would spell the death 
for each shop.

“If they relocate me to, 
say, Jamaica, nobody’s go-

ing to follow me,” he said, 
explaining that the various 
bodywork and mechani-
cal shops benefit from the 
range of services they can 
offer customers all in one 
place. “What happens after 
the first month? I have to 
close my gate.”

Julia Sandoval, who 
works in the office of one 
of the shops, said she was 
going to participate in the 
strike as long as it lasted. 
The single mother of four 
said she is diabetic and 
she was joining the effort 
against her doctor’s advice.

“My doctor told me no,” 
she said. “But I have to.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets
timed to go off early in the 
morning while it is still 
dark,

“It’s putting people at 
total risk over something 
so trivial... lights. It’s not an 
electrical issue, it’s a tim-
ing thing,” Wendell said, 
describing joggers carry-
ing flashlights on their 6 
a.m. workouts.

The Woodhaven activ-
ist said that he has been 
complaining about the tim-
ers for the past few weeks 
and he noticed Wednesday 
morning that two-thirds of 
the lights were working.

“That is encouraging,” 
he said. “Still there are 
stretches where there are 
two or  three lights out in 
a row.” 

A spokesman for Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley  (D-Middle Village) said 
the legislator got in touch 
with the city’s Department 
of Transportation, which 
oversees the lighting, and 
the agency had conducted 
an initial study.

The DOT said that an 
inspection of lights along 
Forest Park Drive and else-
where in the park found 
them to be working, but the 
agency is discussing the 
community’s request with 
the Parks Department.

Crowley, who jogs in 

Forest Park, said there are 
also tactics runners can 
take to help stay safe.

“If you are a female 
and you want to go into the 
wooded areas, I strongly 
suggest that you go with a 
running mate,” she said.

Crowley said that since 
the rape occurred nearby 
Union Turnpike and 72nd 
Street last month, police 
have been monitoring the 
area around the clock and 
set up a mobile command 
center within the park.

“The fact is we have 
more police and we are go-
ing to have more police 
until we catch the person 
responsible,” Crowley said.

Wendell said neighbor-
hood residents have noticed 
the increased security, but 
parkgoers still have a sense 
of unease.

“People in the com-
munity, obviously we can’t 
speak for everyone, but 
there is a general feeling 
of real apprehension,” he 
said, describing how he 
would like a more perma-
nent police presence in For-
est Park, which takes up 
more than 500 acres of the 
borough.

Authorities are offer-
ing more than $20,000 for 
help in nabbing the sus-
pect, who police said struck 
the woman but did not fire 
the stun gun last month. 
The victim, an immigrant 
who does not speak English 

well, waited several days 
before reporting the rape, 
sources told  CBS 2 . 

The city is putting up 
$10,000, and the Police De-
partment another $10,000 
for a tip leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of a 
suspect, who was described 
by the NYPD as between 
5-foot-9 and 5-foot-10 and 
age 30 to 40. He was last 
seen wearing a black T-
shirt and black sweatpants, 
according to cops. 

An additional $2,000 
comes from Crime Stop-
pers, which will give the 
money to anyone providing 
information that results in 
an arrest and indictment, 
the NYPD said.

Authorities were look-
ing into whether an at-
tempted rape six months 
ago could be related to the 
recent case.

“I can’t be 100 percent 
sure, but the last time there 
was an attempted rape or 
attack was back in March. 
There seem to be some sim-
ilarities based on location 
in the wooded trails and 
based on the use on stun 
guns,” Crowley said.

In March, a 23-year-
old jogger was grabbed 
from behind and zapped by 
a man with a stun gun, ac-
cording to the NYPD. Her 
attacker was scared off by 
a couple out walking their 
dog, cops said.

Continued from Page 2 
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Rape

that houses the Albert Ein-
stein School of Medicine 
and University of Staten 
Island Hospital, according 
to Marchant, who has run 
for office himself and once 
worked for former U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman when he 
represented a large swath 
of Queens.

Brown would also like 
to see a two-year public 
technical school in Queens.

Another of the cam-
paign’s unique visions is to 
import the model of a suc-
cessful nonprofit in Man-
hattan called the Harlem 
Children’s Empowerment 
Zone to certain areas of 
Queens. The organization 
brings social services, 
educational support and 
basic amenities like meals 
to low-income students in 

geographic areas where 
children typically struggle, 
and even provides services 
for adults.

“When you build 
something like that, a lot 
of private dollars come in,” 
Marchant said.

Brown accused Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall of neglecting certain 
communities, and said if 
elected he would highlight 
the poor living conditions 
in the city’s many public 
housing projects.

“I’m very much hurt 
to see what is going on in 
those communities,” he 
said. “It’s a problem.”

He is also opposed to 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk 
program.

At a recent candidates’ 
forum, Brown voiced sup-
port for a park known as 
QueensWay along a stretch 
of derelict Long Island Rail 
Road track, but in an inter-

view with TimesLedger, his 
advisers said the campaign 
also supported restoring 
the railroad in addition to 
building a park along the 
right of way, saying federal 
funds could help foot the 
bill.

He is opposed to devel-
opment on parkland and 
opposed the soccer stadium 
once proposed for Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Brown, who heads a 
real estate construction 
company called 501 Man-
hattan Corp., has raised 
less than $2,000 for his 
run, according to the city 
Campaign Finance Board, 
which did not qualify him 
for the city’s matching 
funds program. His oppo-
nents had raised more than 
$1 million with matching 
funds.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@

Continued from Page 4 

Brown

Caruana, whose con-
tributions are all from in-
dividuals, first recorded 
a contribution in January 
2012.

Caruana said money 
is always an issue in a po-
litical race, but in this case, 
the difference in funds will 
not matter because both 
candidates are capped.

“I’ve never run for of-
fice before, but I’m still 
competitive in terms of 
money,” Caruana said. “I 

think that shows.”
Crowley said she is 

running on a record of ac-
complishment, not on how 
much she has raised.

“It will be based on 
an evaluation of my record 
and plans and vision for 
continuing that record in 
another term — that will be 
the main determination as 
to why someone would vote 
for me,” she said.

She said raising funds 
from district residents has 
never been difficult for her.

“That is not something 
that is going to distract me 
nor has it been something 

that has distracted me in 
the past,” she said.

Candidates who par-
ticipate in the public cam-
paign finance program re-
ceive $6 in public funds for 
every $1 in contributions, 
up to $175.

To qualify for match-
ing funds, a candidate must 
receive 75 contributions 
from district residents and 
raise a minimum of $5,000. 
Only the first $175 of a con-
tribution counts toward 
meeting that threshold, ac-
cording to the rules.

The general election is 
Nov. 5.

Continued from Page 4 
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