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Voter turnout Tues-
day in Queens was fairly 
average for a primary as 
residents pulled the le-

ver for Melinda Katz for borough 
president and polling stations 
from Astoria to Bayside experi-
enced problems with lever voting 
machines.

About 110,000 residents voted 
in the borough president race, 

giving Katz the win over her clos-
est competitor, City Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), ac-
cording to polling data compiled 
by the Associated Press. There 
are roughly 690,000 active reg-
istered Democrats in Queens, 
according to the state Board of 
Elections, which would put voter 
turnout at rough estimate of 16 
percent.

“ Primary turnout is typi-
cally extremely light, and that is 
particularly true if we are talk-

ing about citywide races with no 
concurrent national races,” said 
David Birdsell, dean of Baruch 
College’s School of Public Affairs. 
He pointed out that a 20 percent 
turnout might be considered ro-
bust since the city’s primaries 
rarely coincide with national 
races.

Katz and Vallone were cam-
paigning hard until the very end. 
On Vallone’s home turf, Costa 
Constantinides cruised to a Dem-
ocratic primary victory to win the 

term-limited lawmaker’s seat.
In Flushing, posters bear-

ing Vallone’s Chinese name were 
hung outside a crucial polling site 
downtown, near where the candi-
date himself was stumping for 
votes at a senior center.

Katz spent much of her day 
in southeast Queens, where at one 
polling station voters had to vie 
for space with hungry students.

At PS 270 in Laurelton, coor-
dinator John Butler said an en-

Continued on Page 46

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) is the one 
southeast Queens Council mem-
ber who can assuredly talk about 
his plans the day after Primary 
Day.

While other races in south-
east Queens were either undecid-
ed or headed toward the Novem-
ber general election, Wills won 
his Democratic primary with 
48.64 percent of the vote, accord-
ing to the Associated Press. He 
does not have opponents from any 
other party.

Public defender Hettie Pow-
ell, who raised more money than 
the incumbent, came in second 
place with 33.04 percent of the 
vote, according to the AP. Small 
business owner Eugene Evans 
garnered 10.51 percent and the 
Rev. David Kayode, an addiction 
counselor with the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, pulled 
in 7.81 percent.

Wills, who first won 
the seat in a 2010 special 
election and then success-
fully defended it the fol-
lowing year, has had his 
character called into question as 
his name has been linked to sev-
eral scandals. Earlier this year 
his former boss, ex-state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley, pleaded guilty 
to two separate public corruption 

Continued on Page 40
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Melinda Katz (c.) celebrates her victory in the borough president Democratic primary alongside friends and lawmakers including partner Curtis Sliwa (second from 
l.) and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (r.). Photo by Christina Santucci

Wills victorious 
over three rivals 
in Dem primary

Boro voters turn political tides
Constituents cast ballots in key races despite some polling site problems

New boro schools open 
as parents look ahead
Pages 10, 16, 17 QGuide Page 31QGuide QGuide Page 31Page 31

A day at 
the beach
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The Forest Hills Ten-

nis Stadium came back 
to life last month when it 
hosted English folk rock 
band Mumford & Sons.

The arena has sat dor-
mant for years, but recently 
the West Side Tennis Club 
sought to resuscitate it with 
the Aug. 28 concert.

The club built the sta-
dium in 1923 to hold the 
US Open. When the tour-
nament moved to Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
in 1978, the stadium was 
turned into a venue for mu-
sical acts, including The 
Beatles, The Rolling Stones 
and Bette Midler.

But eventually the 
concerts stopped amid 
complaints about raucous 
crowds.

The recent concert by 
the British folk rock group 
was a testament to the sta-
dium’s capability as a ven-
ue: the stadium, which can 
fit 16,000 people, was sold 
out.

Currently 18 more con-
certs — six each year for 

the next three years — are 
being planned.

Roland Meier, the pres-
ident of the club, said, while 
some adjustments need to 
be made before more con-
certs happen, overall the 
event went well.

“I try to look at the big 
picture of success,” he said.

But a group of Forest 
Hills residents who live ad-
jacent to the arena is criti-
cizing the way they were 
treated in their own neigh-
borhood.

The residents, includ-
ing Bryan Deutsch, a resi-
dent for 30 years, started 
a website, foresthillscon-
certfiasco.org, to seek com-
ments and complaints from 
others frustrated by the 
event.

The site features a pub-
lic form and a link to a peti-
tion that asks community 
leaders and event organiz-
ers to “improve conditions 
for area residents and con-
certgoers.”

While some comments 
are positive, others com-
plain about concertgoers 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The Indian church 

group that convinced 
lawmakers to sell it state-
owned land in Bellerose 
to build a community cen-
ter and then turned those 
plans around to develop a 
pair of apartment towers 
was able to do so because of 
a loophole in the legislation 
authorizing the real-estate 
deal, a report from the state 
Inspector General’s office 
found.

And while the group 
paid a fair price for the 
land based on its use for a 
community center, the re-
port found, it inappropri-
ately solicited funding from 
church members to develop 
the apartment buildings.

 In 2006, then-state Sen. 
Frank Padavan (R-Whites-
tone) and then-Assembly 
Mark Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) authored a bill allow-
ing the state Dormitory Au-
thority to sell at — market 
price — two pieces of land 
on the state-owned Creed-
moor Psychiatric campus 
in Bellerose to the Indian 
Community and Cultural 
Center, which had been 
working for the better part 
of a decade to build a com-
munity center.

The ICCC is an incor-
porated non-profit whose 
sole member is the Ameri-
can Dioceses of the Malan-
kara Church, the parent 
organization of the St. 
Gregorios church in Floral 
Park.

In 2008 the ICCC inked 
the $1.7-million deal, but 

not before it got the Dor-
mitory Authority to have 
the deed changed allowing 
the group to build the two 
apartment towers.

The transaction drew 
suspicions of a sweetheart 
deal in 2010 when the city 
assessed the property at 
$7.3 million, but the IG’s 
report found that the city 
greatly overvalued the 
property and later correct-
ed the assessment. The $1.7 
million the ICCC paid was 
a fair price given the com-
munity center use, the IG 
found.

The investigation into 
the matter discovered that 
while a memo accompany-
ing Padavan’s and Weprin’s 
bill authorizing the sale 
said the land was to be used 
for a community center, 
such language was lacking 
from the bill’s legally bind-
ing text.

“The legislation itself, 
however, did not include 
any limitation on the land’s 
use,” the report said of the 

bill, which was drawn up 
by a non-partisan drafting 
commission.

According to the IG’s 
report, when a member of 
the Dormitory Authority 
approached Padavan’s of-
fice to talk about the ICCC’s 
request to change the deed, 
the senator’s chief of staff 
did not raise “the issue of 
legislative intent that the 
land be used for a commu-
nity center.”

Padavan disagreed 
with the report.

“No, that’s not true,” 
he said. “They knew based 
on everything that was 
written what the purpose 
was.”

In its recommenda-
tions, the report said the 
ICCC was able to “exploit 
that drafting lapse” in part 
because the Dormitory Au-
thority “did not exercise 
sufficient diligence” in re-
searching the memos that 
stated the land was to be 
used only as a community 
center.

“I’m not happy with 
how it came down and I’m 
shocked the Dormitory Au-
thority would have done 
this on their own,” Weprin 
said. “The IG’s report is 
pretty clear we were un-
aware of the housing aspect 
of this thing.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), a vocal critic 
of the deal who ousted Pa-
davan from Albany in 2010, 
said he would not char-
acterize the loophole as a 
drafting lapse.

“You don’t leave it 
open-ended,” he said. “You 
leave it open-ended and it 
could be anything. You’d 
have to be a moron for it to 
be so open-ended, unless 
you wanted it to be so.”

Avella said he sent a 
letter to the state attorney 
general’s office asking it to 
investigate the deal.

The IG also found that 
in 2008 the ICCC received 
authority from the state 
to raise funding to build Mumford & Sons is the first band to play at the Forest Hills Tennis 

Stadium in decades. Photo by Steve Mitchell/Invision/AP

Former Community Board 13 Chair Richard Hellenbrecht (front l.) speaks about the ICCC’s plan. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Stadium neighbors 
share concert gripes

ICCC used ‘drafting lapse’
Inspector general says group saw loophole for apt. tower plan

Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 40
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The Port Authority 

is planning to shut down 
the AirTrain at various 
times through this month 
and into October in order 
to make key infrastruc-
ture improvements to the 
decade-old link between 
downtown Jamaica, How-
ard Beach and Kennedy 
Airport.

“The need to replace 
track switches, the sys-
tem’s operational software 
and train control equip-
ment, will require lengthy 
shutdowns of AirTrain 
JFK,” the agency said, add-
ing that between Sept. 7 
and mid-October the sys-
tem will experience both 
partial and complete track 
outages. “The Port Author-
ity of New York and New 
Jersey will deploy dozens of 
shuttle buses over the next 
six weeks to help minimize 

inconvenience for travelers 
who normally use AirTrain 
JFK.”

The overhaul of the 
AirTrain system, which 
connects the airport to 
Manhattan via the Long 
Island Rail Road and the 
subway, is estimated to be 
completed at a cost of $3 
million, the Port Authority 
said.

During the next sev-
eral weeks, the authority 
plans to intermittently shut 
down different parts of the 
system, including full clo-
sure on some nights.

The agency said it will 
deploy buses from Jamaica 
and Howard Beach to the 
Federal Circle station at 
the airport, where passen-
gers can transfer to shut-
tles that will carry them to 
individual terminals when 
the entire system is closed. 
There will be no charges 
for either the buses or the 

AirTrain when the partial 
track closures are in effect, 
the agency said.

September is typically 
one of the lighter travel 
months for the airport, and 
the Port Authority said it 

planned the system outages 
for a time when they would 
have the smallest impact 
on fliers.

The agency said it will 
also perform work to re-
place a bridge leading into 

the airport. Next weekend, 
the Port Authority said, the 
JFK Expressway leading 
from the Belt Parkway to 
the airport will be closed 
in order to erect steel for a 
replacement bridge above 

the roadway. Drivers will 
have to use the Van Wyck 
Expressway in order to ac-
cess the Central Terminal 
Area.

Passenger traffic on 
the AirTrain has risen 
more than fourfold from 1.3 
million passengers in 2003 
to 5.7 million in 2012. The 
Port Authority estimates 
that roughly 45 percent of 
riders are workers commut-
ing to jobs at the airport. 

The authority will shut 
down the entire AirTrain 
linke from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m 
Sept. 22, Oct. 9 and Oct. 16.

The JFK expressway 
will be closed from 10 p.m. 
Friday through 6 p.m. Sun-
day, the PA said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The Port Authority is planning several shutdowns of the AirTrain through October in order to make 
repairs.

Port Authority plans shutdowns of decade-old AirTrain
Transit link between Jamaica and JFK will be closed at different times for repairs through October

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

FREE DELIVERY  866.392.1378
Two hours FREE PARKING with a $20.00 or more purchase!

FOR ESTHILLSDINER.NET

CHICKEN QUESADILLA
with Letuce, Tomato, Onions, and Peppers 

on a Whole Wheat Tortilla

CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
with Spaghetti

EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
with Pasta

GRILLED CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD
GRILLED CHICKEN AVOCADO 

SALAD
with Italian Vinaigrette Dressing

BUILD YOUR OWN OMELET
BROILED PORK CHOPS

with Potato, Vegetable, and Apple Sauce

FRIED FILET OF SOLE ON BUN
with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries

CHICKEN OR BEEF TERIYAKI
with Rice and Beans

AWARD 2013
Customer Favorite At

FOREST HILLS DINER
BACON & CHEESE BURGER

Selected by GrubHub Customers

SENIOR CITIZEN 
DISCOUNT

15% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK* 

With Advertisement
Dine In Only

*NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

New 10oz Homemade

BURGER DELUXE 
With Fountain Soda

ONLY $8.00

NOW 

AVAILABLE

68-60 Austin Street
Forest Hills NY

Open 7 Days a Week 
7 am - 10 pm 

BROILED HALF CHICKEN
with Rice and Beans or French Fries

ROASTED PORK CUBAN SANDWICH 
with French Fries

ROASTED PERNIL 
with Rice & Beans 

CHILLI CON CARNE
over Vegetable Rice

CHEESE BURGER DX/TUNA
WRAPPE DX/ANY PANINI DX

with Lettuce, Tomato, and French Fries 

BUFFALO BURGER DELUXE
CHICKEN BURGER DELUXE

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY PHIL CORSO AND BIANCA 
FORTIS 

The race to determine 
the next mayor of New York 
City was only half decided, 
with Democrats waiting to 
see if their primary winner 
would face a run-off and Re-
publicans choosing a clear-
cut victor.

Public Advocate Bill 
de Blasio finished on top 
of the crowded Democratic 
primary for the seat with 
40.2 percent of the vote, ac-
cording to the Associated 
Press, barely securing the 
needed 40 percent to avoid a 
runoff. Former city Comp-
troller Bill Thompson came 
in second with 26.1 percent, 
allowing neither frontrun-
ner to call the race com-
plete.

The two beat out 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) with 
15.4 percent, Comptroller 
John Liu with 7.1 percent 
and former U.S. Rep. An-
thony Weiner with 4.9 per-
cent.

An official vote count 
was scheduled for Monday, 
when a final tally should 
determine whether or not 
there will be a runoff elec-
tion Oct. 1.

Surrounded by his 
family and introduced by 
his teenage daughter, de 
Blasio thanked voters for 
his victory.

“To all of you, I offer 
my love and gratitude,” he 
said. “You have made this 

campaign a cause. I thank 
you for elevating it to that 
level.”

With supporters chant-
ing “three more weeks,” 
Thompson congratulated 
de Blasio on his first-place 
finish, but also assured the 
crowd there would be no 
concession speech Tuesday 
evening.

“This race is incred-
ibly close, and there are 
still tens of thousands of 
ballots that remain to be 
counted,” said Thompson. 
“Tonight is for everyone of 
you out there that has been 
counted out.”

In his concession 
speech, Weiner said his 
campaign had generated 
“125 new ideas every single 
day” but he told a crowd 
of supporters “sadly, I was 
an imperfect messenger.” 
Despite calls from some 
Democratic heavyweights 
for him to drop his candida-
cy after he revealed he had 
continued sexting, Weiner 
said “there was never any 
quit in this campaign.”

An emotional Quinn, 
after suffering a stinging 
defeat, told supporters that 
although she disagreed 
with her opponents on 
some issues, they all cared 
deeply about the city.

Liu, a former Flushing 
Councilman, had strong 
pockets of support in north-
ern Queens, but he was 
dogged by the conviction of 
two campaign workers for 

BY JOE ANUTA

Riding a wave of 
support from southeast 
Queens, former City Coun-
cilwoman Melinda Katz 
defeated Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) in 
a hard-fought Democratic 
primary for borough presi-
dent and now faces a Re-
publican challenger in the 
general election.

The former chairwom-
an of the Council’s power-
ful Land Use Committee, 
passed the first test in her 
quest to return to public 
life after leaving office in 
2009 and losing a bid for 
city comptroller.

Katz, who has also 
served as a state assembly-
woman and deputy borough 
president, netted 44.5 per-
cent of the vote to Vallone’s 
33.7 percent, according to 
results from the Associated 
Press with 99 percent of the 
vote counted. 

Katz entered her pri-

mary night party at The 
Flying Pig in Forest Hills 
surrounded by a bevy of 
Queens elected officials 
and her partner, Curtis Sli-
wa, founder of the Guard-
ian Angels.

“We worked together 
as a team to win this elec-

tion not just for me, but for 
the borough of Queens,” 
she said during her victory 
speech.

Flanked by U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley, head of the 
Queens Democrats, Katz 
said she was proud to have 
secured the party’s nod.

“It means you win,” 
she joked, also crediting 
her campaign staff and 
hundreds of volunteers 
with the victory.

Katz will face Repub-
lican Tony Arcabascio in 
the general election two 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

New Yorkers denied 
former Gov. Eliot Spitzer a 
chance to redeem himself 
when they chose the Man-
hattan borough president 
as the next city comptrol-
ler.

Scott Stringer narrow-
ly won the race Tuesday 
night with 52 percent of the 
vote while Spitzer pulled 
in 48 percent, according to 
Associated Press election 
results, with 97 percent of 
precincts reporting.

The comptroller acts 
as the chief financial offi-
cer of the city.

Spitzer, the former 
54th governor of New York 
state, resigned from the 
post in March 2008 after an 

investigation revealed he 
had patronized a high-end 
prostitution ring over the 
course of his career.

Spitzer, who entered 
the race late in the game, 
had led the polls until re-

cently. In the last few weeks 
approaching the primary, 
Stringer caught up and 
eventually overtook his op-
ponent.

The duties of the office 
include registering con-

tracts, managing the city’s 
pension funds and auditing 
city agencies.

Stringer has said the 
first agency he would tar-
get that could affect Queens 
would be the city Depart-
ment of Buildings.

Cheryl Allison, a na-
tive of Germany and an As-
toria resident, said she cast 
her vote for Stringer.

“I really don’t care 
what he does in bed,” she 
said about Spitzer. “It’s not 
about morality. It’s about 
how he ran his campaign.”

Voter Evelyn Pamintu-
an greeted Stringer warm-
ly in Elmhurst as he made 
a campaign stop with state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights).

Scott Stringer (c.) shakes hands with voter Evelyn Pamintuan as 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya looks on. Photo by Christina Santucci

Melinda Katz poses with partner Curtis Sliwa at her victory party following the Democratic primary 
for borough president. See more photos on Page 22. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayoral candidate Bill de Blasio (second from r.) embraces his son 
Dante, daughter Chiara and wife Chirlane after addressing sup-
porters at his election headquarters. AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Stringer beats back Spitzer’s late bid

Katz beats Vallone for beep
Former lawmaker returns from private life to take Dem honors

De Blasio holds lead 
in mayoral primary

PrimariesPrimaries 2013 2013

Continued on Page 46
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BY JOE ANUTA

About half of all the 
money spent in Queens’ 
City Council primaries this 
year came from special in-
terest groups, data from the 
city show, and their chosen 
Democratic candidates of-
ten won .

 Political action com-
mittees representing real 
estate, business or union in-
terests invested heavily in 
certain Queens campaigns 
— in three races spending 
more than all the primary 
candidates combined, ac-
cording to a report updated 
last week by the city Cam-
paign Finance Board.

“It is stunning to see 
that kind of spending by 
an outside group in a local 
race,” said Alex Camarda, 
director of public policy 
and advocacy at the good 

government group Citi-
zens Union. “And I think it 
potentially undercuts the 
ability of the candidates to 
get their message across.”

In total as of Aug. 26, 
Democratic primary candi-
dates in Queens spent about 
$1.2 million raised through 
donations, according to 
the report. Many hopefuls 
received public funds from 
the city’s 6-to-1 matching 
program, designed to en-
courage small, community-
based donations. Partici-
pants in the program are 
limited to spending a maxi-
mum of $168,000.

Political action com-
mittees, on the other hand, 
are subject to no such 
spending caps due to a 2010 
U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion called Citizens United, 
although the decision pro-
hibits campaigns and the 

PACs from coordinating 
with each other. This is the 
first citywide election in 
the wake of the decision.

Independent spenders 
dropped about $1.2 million 
in Queens primaries as of 
Sept. 9, according to the 
report, constituting almost 
exactly 50 percent of the to-
tal money spent before the 
Sept. 10 election.

In the Democratic pri-
mary to replace embattled 
City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
in northeast Queens, the 
candidates spent a total 
of $369,531, while spe-
cial interest groups spent 
$438,285.

Jobs for New York, a 
political action committee 
backed by the Real Estate 
Board of New York dropped 
$342,675, in support of 
Paul Vallone — the largest 

amount in the borough —  
while the candidate him-
self spent $117,683, which 
was the largest amount in 
the race.

The PAC also spent 
$45,000 against three of 
Vallone’s opponents, send-
ing out attack ads on the 
candidate’s behalf.

Vallone claimed vic-
tory in Council District 19 
with about 31 percent of the 
vote. Austin Shafran netted 
29.5 percent, Paul Graziano 
17.6 percent, John Duane 
11.5 percent and Chrissy 
Voskerichian 10.3 percent, 
according to preliminary 
results. 

But Matthew Sol-
lars, press secretary for 
the board, said the city’s 
matching funds program 
has been successful in help-
ing local candidates fight 

BY JOE ANUTA

The Queens Democrat-
ic Party rolled up a win in 
Astoria after its anointed 
candidate, Costa Constan-
tinides,  dominated the 
primary with more than 50 
percent of the vote and will 
now face-off against three 
challengers in the Novem-
ber election.

“This is not about me,” 
he said during his victory 
party at Raven’s Head pub. 
“This is about how we are 
going to meet the challeng-
es ahead.”

The party-backed Con-
stantinides netted 55.8 per-
cent of the vote in the Dem-
ocratic primary against 
Gus Prentzas and John Cia-
fone, who each garnered 
22.1 percent, according to 

the Associated Press, with 
96 percent of the precincts 
reporting.

Constantinides will 
now go on to face Indepen-
dence Party candidate Dan-
ielle De Stefano, Republican 
Daniel Peterson and Green 
Party candidate Lynn Ser-
pe in the November gen-
eral election, though writer 
Gerald Kann had also been 
gathering signatures to 
get on the ballot to replace 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria).

Ourania Theoharakis 
said she voted for Constan-
tinides because he was in-
volved in schools.

“I’ve got five grand-
children,” she said.

At one point Tuesday, 
Constantinides was seen in 
Astoria campaigning with 

state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria), who 
both endorsed his cam-
paign.

The neighborhood was 
a tricky place for endorse-
ments, however, showcas-
ing the delicate balance 
lawmakers must keep be-
tween political alliances.

Gianaris and Simotas 
are both part of the Queens 
Democratic Party, which 
backed Constantinides.

But in the race for bor-
ough president, where Val-
lone lost to former Coun-
cilwoman Melinda Katz, 
the two state lawmakers 
bucked the party’s pick.

The Dems backed Katz, 
but Gianaris and Simotas 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
With the contest to 

succeed term-limited City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) not yet de-
cided, transit union leader 
Daneek Miller claimed vic-
tory on primary night while 
attorney Clyde Vanel said 
he would wait for the paper 
ballots to be counted before 
making a declaration.

With 98 percent of pre-
cincts reporting by Wednes-
day afternoon, Miller, Com-
rie’s hand-picked choice for 
the seat, led the pack of six 
Democratic primary candi-
dates with 24.35 percent of 
votes, according to unoffi-
cial results reported by the 
Associated Press.

Vanel trailed by 396 
ballots with 21.79 percent, 

according to the AP, which 
had not called the race.

Attorney Joan Flow-
ers, who garnered 21.28 
percent of the vote, conced-
ed the race, her campaign 
said.

Addressing supporters 
at his campaign headquar-

ters in St. Albans, Miller 
claimed victory just before 
midnight Tuesday, thank-
ing a long list of supportive 
labor unions.

“All the folks in la-
bor, over and over again 
we showed up and now we 

Daneek Miller is flanked by his father, James, and mother, Ethel, 
as he declares victory in the Democratic Party primary to succeed 
City Councilman Leroy Comrie (c. rear). Photo by Nat Valentine

Paul Vallone, who received a massive influx of money from a polit-
ical action committee in his successful City Council primary, cam-
paigns with wife Anna Marie.

 Union prez claims victory 
in disputed Comrie match

Party-backed Constantinides
cruises to win for Astoria seat

PACs spend heavily in Queens elections
Special interest groups inject massive amount of money into several key City Council races
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BY PHIL CORSO

Flushing attorney 
Paul Vallone sat on top of 
the five-way primary bid 
for the Democratic line by 
the end of voting Tuesday, 
but one opponent refused 
to concede in the race for 
the northeast Queens City 
Council seat.

As of press time, Val-
lone had received more 
than 31 percent of the vote 
with 99 percent of precincts 
reporting, the Associated 
Press said, beating out 
four other Democrats hop-
ing for the chance to face 
off against Republican and 
GOP-backed Dennis Saf-
fran for the 19th Council 
District in November.

He was all smiles 
Tuesday night as he walked 
into a loud and joyous cel-
ebration party at Vivaldi’s 
of Bayside, packed with 
supporters and political 

heavy-hitters like U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside).

“We did it, everybody. 
This is how we do it as a 
family. It was about fam-
ily unity and a Democratic 
Party that stands together,” 
said Vallone, the Queens 
Democratic Party’s pick 
for the seat. “It’s not over. 
This is a land that we know 
has Council members from 
the other party. As a uni-
fied Democratic Party, we 
are going to take back our 
Council seat, everybody.”

But Austin Shafran, 
former spokesman for Em-
pire State Development, 
was waiting for the official 
vote count.

He received more than 
29 percent of the vote and 
trailed Vallone by only 144 
votes as of press time, ac-
cording to the AP.  And 
even though Vallone de-

clared victory, Bayside’s 
Shafran said there were 
still absentee, affidavit and 
emergency ballots waiting 
to be counted.

“We’re going to keep 
fighting to ensure that ev-
ery vote is fairly and fully 
counted,” Shafran said. 
“We will use every legal 
remedy possible to ensure 

that every vote of every 
community member is fair-
ly and fully counted.”

Nonetheless, Vallone 
was only looking ahead at 
his party, heard telling sup-
porters, “This is going to 
be our race” as they offered 
their congratulations.

The top two beat out 
three other Democrats in 

the crowded primary, in-
cluding Flushing urban 
planning consultant Paul 
Graziano with 17.6 percent, 
former state Assembly-
man John Duane with 11.5 
percent and former Hal-
loran chief-of-staff Chrissy 
Voskerichian with 10.3 per-
cent.

In the final hours of 
the primary vote, Vallone 
said his campaign made 
a last-minute push when 
he heard it was close with 
Shafran.

Vallone was the first 
to declare a run for the seat 
back in January and more 
candidates continued to 
throw their hats into the 
race as the months pro-
gressed. The Council cam-
paign got much hotter in 
early April, when incum-
bent Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) was 
arrested and indicted on 
charges accusing him of us-

ing corruption and bribery 
to get state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) into the 
mayoral race as a Republi-
can.

The ensuing months 
consisted of several heated 
public forums revolving 
around quality-of-life is-
sues and restoring integrity 
to the district left bruised 
in the wake of the scandal. 
Vallone was at the center of 
criticism in the weeks lead-
ing up to the primary after 
Jobs for New York, a politi-
cal action committee with 
the Real Estate Board of 
New York, started distrib-
uting negative campaign 
attack ads in support of his 
campaign.

His victory set up 
another battle in which 
Vallone will go up against 
Republican challenger Saf-
fran from Douglaston for 
the 19th District seat in the 
general election Nov. 5.

Paul Vallone leads fi eld for Halloran’s offi ce

Flushing House is 
proud to sponsor a Be-
reavement Symposium 
entitled: Perspectives 
In Bereavement/Chart-
ing One’s Path To Recov-
ery.  This forum will fea-
ture experts addressing 
state-of-the-art knowl-
edge, advancements and 
therapies dealing with 
grief, bereavement and 
recovery.  Included is 
an accredited course for 
IACET CEUs.  All social 
workers, case managers, 
and other health care pro-
fessionals will benefi t, es-
pecially care givers with 
grieving older adults, 
or any who’ve lost loved 
ones.  The symposium is 
co-sponsored by former 
NYS Assembly member 
and noted elder law attor-
ney Ann-Margaret Car-
rozza, Esq.  Perspectives 
In Bereavement/Charting 
One’s Path To Recovery, 
will be held on Wednes-
day, September 25, 2013, 

from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., at 
Flushing House, 38-20 
Bowne Street, Flushing, 
NY 11354.  Attendance is 
free, but as space is lim-
ited, interested parties 
should respond ASAP.  

This exciting, infor-
mation-packed program 
features the following: 
Special Greetings from 
Toby Ann Stavisky, 
NYS Senator, Assistant 
Democratic Conference 
Leader; an address by 
Ann-Margaret Carrozza, 
Esq., the former Assem-
bly Member, Committee 
on Aging; the Keynote 
Speaker will be E. Wil-
lis Partington, M. Div., 
LCSW-R, CT, a Bereave-
ment Counselor for the 
Visiting Nurse Service of 
New York Hospice & Pal-
liative Care, presenting 
“Grief, Mourning and Be-
reavement Among Older 
Adults,” an accredited 
course for IACET CEUs.

Our panel also fea-
tures: William M. Duke, 
MD, with 31 years exper-
tise in Internal Medicine 
and Geriatrics (affi li-
ated with LI Jewish, NY 
Hospital Queens, North 
Shore Hospital, and the 
Long Island Care Center); 
Rabbi Michael Weisser of 
the Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, a Grief Coun-
selor For The Jewish El-
derly, discussing End of 
Life Issues; Sister Kath-
leen Masterson, a Pasto-
ral Associate at Sacred 
Heart Church in Bayside, 
is co-founder of the Sa-
cred Heart Bereavement 
Support Group, and; Rev. 
Anne Canadeo, a Geron-
tologist and former Di-
rector of Resident Ser-
vices at Flushing House, 
is an Interfaith Minister 
of the New Seminary in 
New York City.

There will be Q&A in-
teractions with our pan-

elists, plus a Luncheon, 
Sponsor Expo, and Net-
working for participants.  
Also included are free 
health screenings for 
older adults.  Sponsor-
ships such as exhibitor 
tables and a printed Re-
source Guide, are avail-
able.  Attendance is free 
but space is limited, so 
please RSVP ASAP.  To 
RSVP and learn about 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, contact Robert Sal-
ant at Flushing House, 
(347) 532-3025 or email: 
rsalant@uam.org.

Built in 1974, Flush-
ing House is the largest, 
not-for-profi t, Indepen-
dent Living retirement 
community in New York 
State.  Please visit us 
at: www.fl ushinghouse.
com.  

Contact: Robert 
Salant, (347) 532-

org

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flushing House Hosts Bereavement Symposium

Paul Vallone receives a congratulatory hug as supporters swarm 
him in Bayside. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Maria Osorio
Forest Hills High School
Forest Hills, NY

Maria served as Co-President of FHHS’s 
Student Government. Among her duties was 
leading the group during Red Cross blood 
drives, club fairs, and faculty feasts. She 
also served on the distinguished School 
Leadership Team. Maria’s high average has 
resulted in her induction into the National 
Honors Society, through which she tutored 
underclass members during free periods. 
She participated in the Med-Bio Program, 
which combines anatomy and physiology 
studies with an internship at North Shore 
LIJ Hospital of Forest Hills.

Her membership in the Carl Sagan 
Program provided additional rewards and 
awards for Maria, who was a member of 
the prestigious program throughout her high 
school career. Maria participated in the 
Forest Hills High School Science Fair since 
her freshman year, when she placed 1st and 
was awarded a Certificate of Excellence in 
Science with her Project. In 2011 Maria 
merited 3rd place in the Science Fair. On 
the Math front, Maria’s strength in the 
subject has resulted in her taking courses—
and earning credits—through the College 
Now Program. 

She returned to her junior high school, 
JHS 157Q, to assist children participating in 
the Dance CHAMPS Afterschool Program. 
The group has performed on several stages, 
including Madison Square Garden. Due to 
their talent, the Dance CHAMPS were invited 
to perform in Orlando, Florida during the 
Russell Athletic Bowl halftime. Maria also 
participated in the Forest Hills High School 
Salsa Club. She was actively involved in 
the weekly meetings of the club and helped 
those who wished to learn Salsa-On-Two.

During her attendance at Halsey Junior 
High School, Maria took Peer Mediation. 
She received a certificate from New York 
City’s Commission on Human Rights for 
successfully completing the course and 
for demonstrating her dedication as an 
arbitrator between conflicting parties. 

Rachel Saks
Forest Hills High School
Forest Hills, NY

Rachel served as Co-President of FHHS’s 
Student Government and was an active 
member since 2009. In her capacity as 
Co-President, Rachel organized events 
such as school carnival; blood drives; and 
SING, which are competitive theatrical 
performances. She also served on the 
distinguished School Leadership Team. She 
ranked 31 within a 1,000-student cohort 
and was inducted into the 2013 National 
Honor Society. Rachel participated in 
CUNY’s College Now advanced program. 
She also attended the Queens College 
Summer Science Program, and took part 
in the Summer Institute for the Humanities 
and Social Sciences’ Classical Mythology 
course and college writing class.

Rachel was accepted 
into the FHHS’s Carl 
Sagan Program. The 
program is a dual 
math - and science -
centric program that 
combines accelerated 
academic courses with 
a mandatory research 
component.  Dur ing 
Rachel’s freshman year 
she was awarded First 
Place at the science 
f a i r.  Add i t i ona l l y, 
Rachel participated in a 
research project on the 

Effects of Eutrophication on invasive species 
in New York State’s Water System.

She also participated in the Med-Bio 
Program. During her volunteer portion, 
Rachel participated in care rounds, giving 
patients necessities such as water and 
hygiene products.More importantly, she 
gave companionship and at tention to 
patients. Rachel also assisted in organizing 
patient and hospital paperwork for a 
few departments including the ICU and 
Employee Health Services. Moving forward 
to junior year, Rachel took Human Diseases. 
After a year, she became only the second 
student to receive a grade of 100.

For her gymnastics skill set, Rachel 
has been awarded with more than 13 
certificates/awards of achievement. As a 
gymnastics assistant at Forest Hills Rhythmic 
Gymnastics Academy, Rachel helped 
teach students aged 5-16 years old at the 
Academy. 

On a musical note, Rachel has been a 
Senior Concert Band member since 2010. 
She plays clarinet and has performed in 
over 18 concerts.

-By  Laura Rahill
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CORONA — A 26-year-old motorcy-
clist was killed in a collision with an un-
occupied parked van in Corona last Fri-
day night, police said.

Carlos Leon, of Roosevelt, L.I., had 
been driving a 2007 Suzuki along Junc-
tion Boulevard near 52nd Avenue at the 
time of the accident, authorities said.

Police were called to the area at 
about 8 p.m. and there they found a badly 
injured Leon. He was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead, 
police said.

Six bouquets of flowers and three 
candles decorated the corner of 53rd Av-
enue and Junction Boulevard, where the 
words “Gone but not forgotten” were writ-
ten on the curb. On the covering of one 
bouquet were the words “RIP CJ.”

An investigation into the crash was 
ongoing, according to cops.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Flushing House

OPEN HOUSE

Journey along a path that offers CHOICES, SAFETY, PURPOSE, 
SOCIALIZATION, CONVENIENCE & FREEDOM

R E F R E SH M E N T S W I L L BE SE RV E D

CALL (888) 987-6205 OR (718) 762-3198

38-20 BOWNE ST.  FLUSHING NY 11354
www.fl ushinghouse.com  Find us on

Independent Senior Residence

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21, 2013

2PM–4PM

SOUTH OZONE PARK — A young 
child was seriously injured in a car ac-
cident in South Ozone Park on the after-
noon of Sept. 4, fire officials said.

The FDNY said the pediatric patient 
was taken to Long Island Jewish Medical 
Center in serious condition after being 
hit by a car on 115th Street around 2:30 
p.m.

POLICE 

Blotter

Child hit by car in S. Ozone Park: FDNY

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Roosevelt motorcyclist killed in Corona crash

Corrections officer charged with DWI: NYPD
JAMAICA — A city Department of Correction captain was arrested Sunday for 

allegedly driving drunk, police said.
Grayson Fredericks, 46, was arrested in the 105th Precinct around 12:14 a.m. Sept. 

8 and charged with driving drunk and given a violation for speeding, police said.

A memorial is set up for motorcyclist Carlos 
Leon in Corona. Photo by Christina Santucci

Authorities respond to the accident involv-
ing a child. Photo by Richard York

BROOKVILLE — A 16-year-old 
boy on a bicycle who allegedly pinned a 
30-year-old woman to the ground and tried 
to rip her clothes off in Nassau County 
last month was arrested in Howard Beach 
Sunday, police said.

Detectives said Nashane Peterkin, 16, 
rode his bike up on the woman as she was 
leaving the Valley Stream Long Island 
Rail Road station around 9 p.m. Aug. 2.

Peterkin, of 231st Street, allegedly 
grabbed the woman’s rear end before 

he pushed her to the ground and began 
punching her in the face, Nassau police 
said.

He allegedly tried to rip her clothes 
off before she was able to fight him off, po-
lice said.

Peterkin was arrested in How-
ard Beach just before 7 a.m. Sept. 8 and 
charged with sexual abuse, Nassau police 
said. The state police were also charging 
him with rape, assault and strangulation, 
according to NCPD.

Springfield Gardens teen charged with rape
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Don-
ovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) is facing a Republican 
challenger as he seeks his 
first full term in office after 
winning the Democratic 
primary.

Richards, who has 
held the seat since winning 
a special election in Febru-
ary, captured 51.63 percent 
of the vote with 99 percent 
of the precincts reporting 
by Wednesday, according 
to the Associated Press.

His closest challenger 
was Michael Duncan, who 
pulled in 36.42 percent of 
votes and Ricardo Brown, 
who netted 11.95 percent.

Richards will go on to 
face Murray in the Nov. 5 
general election.

“I think that based on 
this being an overwhelm-

ingly Democratic district 
we will be victorious in No-
vember,” Richards said.

Registered Democrats 
outnumber Republicans 15-
to-1 in the district, which 
covers Rosedale, Laurel-
ton, Springfield Gardens 
and Far Rockaway.

“On issues such as 
stop-and-frisk, I think my 
opponent’s record will 
certainly be taken into ac-
count in the election,” add-
ed Richards, who has been 
a vocal critic of the NYPD’s 
controversial practice.

Murray has criticized 
a pair of Police Department 
oversight bills that Rich-
ards and most of the Coun-
cil members passed last 
month after Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg had vetoed 
them, arguing that curtail-
ing the practice would put 
the city at risk of higher 

crime rates.
One of the bills cre-

ates an inspector general 
to oversee the department 
and another, which is being 
challenged in court, allows 
alleged victims of profiling 
to sue the city.

“I’ve always talked 
about solutions one can of-
fer, and I think some are 
not the right solutions,” 
Murray said. “We can im-
prove training and that was 
neglected in the bills.”

The GOP candidate 
said she favors “common 
sense solutions” to gun vio-
lence, such as a proposal to 
set up a bullet buyback pro-
gram in the vein of a gun 
buyback.

“Technology is advanc-
ing at such a rapid pace that 
we can make guns from 3D 
printing machines. They’re 
going to be undetectable in 

a couple of years,” she said. 
“To go out there and get the 
ammunition is one way of 
combatting crime.”

Murray ran against 
Richards’ predecessor, now-
state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Jamaica), in 2009, earn-
ing 11 percent of the vote 
running on the Republican 
and Conservative lines.

Sanders, who would 
have been facing term lim-
its this year, won his seat in 
Albany after defeating the 
scandal-plagued state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley in the 2012 
Democratic primary.

Richards had spent ten 
years working in Sanders’ 
Council office, ultimately 
serving as his chief of 
staff, a position vacated by 
Duncan, the candidate he 
defeated in Tuesday’s pri-
mary.

BY JOE ANUTA

Former state Assem-
blyman Rory Lancman 
spent a year outside the 
public eye but is on his way 
to returning to public office 
after cruising to a Demo-
cratic primary victory for 
term-limited City Council-
man James Gennaro’s (D-
Fresh Meadows) seat.

Lancman, who repre-
sented the area in Albany 
for six years until 2012, will 
now go on to face Republi-
can Alex Blishteyn in No-
vember.

“I’m very gratified that 
the Democratic voters in 
the district have confidence 
in my ability to be a part of 
reshaping New York City 
government and its priori-

ties in 2014,” said Lancman, 
who unsuccessfully ran for 
Congress in 2012 and did 
not seek re-election to the 
state Assembly.

In Tuesday’s primary 
Lancman ran against Bri-
arwood activist Andrea 
Veras and Mujib Rahman, 
a Sunnyside resident who 
had hoped a large enclave 
of South Asian residents 
would propel him to vic-
tory.

Lancman received 61.7 
percent of the vote, while 
Veras netted 21.1 percent 
and Rahman 17.2 percent, 
according to the Associated 
Press, with all the precincts 
reporting.

“He has a lot of expe-
rience,” said Mohammad 
Rashid at a polling place in 

Fresh Meadows. “He is also 
a nice person.”

Others said they pulled 
the lever for the former law-
maker because they had 
met him on the street.

Turnout ranged 
from robust to very weak 
throughout the district, 
which includes Briar-
wood, Fresh Meadows, 
Hillcrest, Jamaica Hills, 
Jamaica Estates, Pomonok, 
Electchester and a portion 
of Jamaica.

But things did not go 
entirely smoothly.

At PS 131 in Jamaica 
Estates, one of the voting 
machines broke down soon 
after the polls opened at 6 
a.m., according to Glenn 
Magpantay, a program di-

BY BIANCA FORTIS
  
Former state Assem-

blyman Vito Lopez failed to 
convince voters that he was 
fit for public office again,  
losing the Democratic pri-
mary for the 34th Council 
District to 30-year-old An-
tonio Reynoso.

Reynoso received 49.3 
percent of the vote, accord-
ing to unofficial results 
from the Associated Press, 
while Lopez got 37.3 per-
cent. Gladys Santiago drew 
7.9 percent of the vote, while 
Humberto Soto attracted 
5.5 percent.

The 34th Council Dis-
trict encompasses part of 
Ridgewood, along with the 
Bushwick and Williams-
burg neighborhoods of 

Brooklyn.
In May, Lopez stepped 

down from his position as 
a Brooklyn assemblyman 
amid allegations that he 
sexually harassed some of 

his female employees. The 
septuagenarian had served 
in the role since 1986.

In a statement issued 
after the victory, Reynoso, 

Disgraced Lopez trounced 
by newcomer for Council

Lancman returns to politics
with landslide for city seat

Richards prevails in Democratic contest
Southeast Queens incumbent to face Republican challenger in November general election

PrimariesPrimaries 2013 2013

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 23

Antonio Reynoso greets a voter during the election Tuesday. He 
won the race for Council District 34 against Vito Lopez. 

Photo courtesy Antonio Reynoso

Donovan Richards, shown celebrating his special election earlier 
this year, will face Republican Scherie Murray after winning the 
Democratic party primary. Continued on Page 46
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens students headed back 

to school Monday morning for the 
first day of classes in the final 
school year of the Bloomberg ad-
ministration.

Across the borough, the day 
marked firsts and lasts for schools 
emblematic of the mayor’s contro-
versial educational policies.

In neighborhoods like Cam-
bria Heights and Flushing, new 
schools opened their doors to in-
augural classes in a process that 
will slowly replace the struggling 
institutions that came before 
them over the next few years.

At the Campus Magnet Com-
plex in Cambria Heights, it was 
the first day for the Institute for 
Health Professions, a new career-
technical education school that 
will offer graduates a degree with 
a certification as either a nursing 
assistant or an emergency medi-
cal technician. The school will 
grow one grade each year as two 
high schools with poor gradua-
tion rates are phased out.

It is the same situation for 

two new schools that will even-
tually replace Flushing High 
School. One of the schools, Queens 
High School for Language Stud-
ies, will offer programs catering 

to Mandarin speakers and stu-
dents interested in learning the 
language.

At the opposite end of the 
spectrum is Jamaica High School, 

which opens its doors on its fi-
nal year. The city Department of 
Education began phasing out the 
storied institution in September 
2012 to make way for four smaller, 
individualized schools within the 
landmarked building. The school 
will be completely phased out by 
the end of the year.

Queens parents will 
be looking ahead at a 
number of reforms this 
year.

Dmytro Fedkowskyj, the 
borough president’s appointee to 
the citywide panel that votes on 
significant changes to schools, 
said parents are concerned about 
their children being adequately 
prepared to take tougher state 
tests implemented last year.

“Nobody wants to hear their 
child is failing, especially when 
they really aren’t,” he said. “Our 
teachers and administrators do 
their jobs.  Sometimes a change 
of this nature just takes time, but 
they need to be provided with the 
tools to get it done, which will 
happen.”

It is still unclear who will sit 

on the Panel for Educational Pol-
icy in the second half of the year 
or what its makeup will look like. 
The panel is staffed by a majority 
of mayoral appointees, and it has 
been criticized as a rubber stamp 
for his agenda.

The issues of school clo-
sures, phase-outs and 
co-locations have been 
both hallmarks of 
Bloomberg’s approach 

to education and lightning rods 
for criticism in the communities 
where they occur.

Despite being on his way out, 
Bloomberg has scheduled a hand-
ful of changes at Queens schools 
in his final semester.

The panel is scheduled to 
vote Oct. 30 on proposals to pair 
up some schools throughout the 
borough.

They include continuing a 
co-location in Elmhurst to ac-
commodate a stalled construc-
tion project, co-locating a new 
school with PS 40 in Jamaica and 
co-locating charter schools with 
August Martin High School and 
IS 59 in Springfield Gardens.

School Construction Authority Vice President Bruce Barrett (r.) and staffers cel-
ebrate the opening of a new school in Hunters Point. Photo by Nat Valentine

Changes abound as students head back to school
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†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Qualified in-stock fencing only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $3800.00 or more.   Expires 9/19/2013.  See store for details.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount 
pricing cannot be combined.  Sale price offer can not be combined with any other offers or discounts.   Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

BUY NOW AND SAVE
ON ALL PVC AND CUSTOM WOOD FENCES*

UP 
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Shopping
Galore!

MYRTLE AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

MYRTLE AVENUE 

FALL STREET FESTIVALMYRTLE AVENUE 

FALL STREET FESTIVAL

Sunday,
Sept. 15th

12 pm - 6 pm

Sunday,
Sept. 15th

12 pm - 6 pm

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

MYRTLE AVENUE - WYCKOFF AVENUE TO FRESH POND ROADMYRTLE AVENUE - WYCKOFF AVENUE TO FRESH POND ROAD

CORPORATE EVENT SPONSORS ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORS

Joe Fuoco’s Music Center
12:30 – 4:30PM

RIDGEWOOD DANCE STUDIO
12:00 – 12:30PM

71ST AVE TRIANGLE
(JUST OFF MYRTLE & FOREST AVES.)

Vintage Buses
In Cooperation with

MTA/NYCT
Myrtle & Summerfield St.

12:00PM – 6:00PM

Antique & Custom Cars from
East Coast Car & Riviera

Owners Associations
12:00 – 4:00PM
Summerfield St.

Special Appearance by

BANJO RASCALS
12:30 – 2:30 PM 

MYRTLE & SUMMERFIELD ST.

OVER 200 
MERCHANTS

Children’s Rides
Game Booths
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OTHER VOICES

Use money to prevent another Sandy 

T
he presidential task 
force has strongly 
suggested that much 
needs to be done in 

order to protect our coast-
lines from more intense 
and frequent storms, which 
will bring as much destruc-
tion as Hurricane Sandy 
did.

Protecting our in-
frastructure is critical. 
We must strengthen our 

natural barriers along our 
beaches and begin to think 
about putting electrical, 
cable and phone lines un-
derground, which would re-
duce interruption of those 
utilities in future storms.

Building codes also 
need to be revised so resi-
dences and other build-
ings meet those standards. 
Trees must be maintained 
and pruned on a regular ba-

sis, and those that are dead 
or dying must be removed 
to prevent potential loss of 
life or injury or destruction 
to property.

All of these things 
have one important com-
mon denominator: money. 
The federal government 
needs to work with state 
and local governments to 
insure that there will be 
adequate funding in order 

for all of these necessary 
changes to be made. We 
must accept the fact that 
there will be more frequent 
and violent storms, and we 
must be prepared to deal 
with their effects.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

COUNCIL RACES GET
SPECIAL INTEREST

Races for Queens City Council seats should be home-
grown affairs with candidates taking positions on neigh-
borhood issues that have divided some residents and unit-
ed others, but in the 2013 primary outside influences in the 
form of big bucks have been injected into the contests for 
Council spots in several communities.

Jobs for New York, a political action committee 
backed by citywide real estate interests, has hijacked the 
Democratic primary for Councilman Dan Halloran’s seat, 
spending $220,500 to back one contender, Paul Vallone, 
who has the blessings of the Queens Democratic Party. 
The PAC shelled out $45,000 to send out attack ads against 
three of his opponents.

One of the targets ran her own response ad showing 
a masked man packing a semi-automatic handgun under 
the heading, “Coming to a neighborhood near you.”

Where is the debate in northeast Queens over air-
plane noise, placing a new school in Bayside and overde-
velopment? It has been drowned out.

In southeast Queens, Jobs for New York and labor 
unions spent $347,000 on two of the contenders in the sprint 
for Councilman Leroy Comrie’s seat, far more than the to-
tal of $214,800 raised by the five Democratic hopefuls.

Jobs for New York PAC shelled out $209,000 to support 
Manuel Caughman, the county party’s choice, against 
Daneek Miller, a union president, who got $138,000 in con-
tributions from special labor interests.

In western Queens, Jobs for New York accounted for 
most of the $155,000 in outside funds for Costa Constan-
tinides, the party-backed contender for Peter Vallone’s 
Council seat, in the three-way primary.

The flood of money representing outside interests has 
eclipsed the power and voice of Queens donors, who may 
give $25 or $3,000 to support the candidacy of a favorite son 
or daughter. In the past, candidates have cited numerous 
donations from within their district to tout their wide-
spread appeal.

The U.S. Supreme Court freed PACs from spending 
caps in the 2010 Citizens United case. Participants in the 
city’s matching funds program can’t spend more than 
$168,000 on a candidacy, but PACs have no limits.

Something is rotten in Queens when 40 percent of the 
money raised in the borough for the 2013 primaries comes 
from special interest groups, based on a city Campaign Fi-
nance Board report.

We want our votes to count, donations to matter and 
concerns about the community to be heard.
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13READERS WRITE

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Quality of music has decreased

M
usic reflects our 
values, uplifts, in-
spires and reveals 
our dreams and 

aspirations. Some compos-
ers and artists, however, no 
longer idolize the beautiful 
and elegant but glorify the 
coarse and vulgar.

I was a student at the 
High School of Music and 
Art in the late 1950s. Each 
morning, as I waited in the 
auditorium for classes to 
begin, strains of doo-wop 
emanated from every cor-
ner. It was here that the 
new sounds were created 
and experimented with by 
students, both black and 
white.

One of my classmates 

wrote several hits for 
Frankie Lymon and the 
Teenagers and had a suc-
cessful career of his own. 
It was during that era that 
the musical creativity of 
many black people was 
recognized, rewarded and 
provided for with myriad 
opportunities for blacks 
and whites.

The doo-wop sounds 
could not be categorized or 
easily identified as “black” 
or “white.” It was poetry 
celebrating the joys of love 
and life accompanied by 
lyrical melodies and sung 
by harmonious voices full 
of hope and aspirations.

By contrast, the pop 
culture of today features 

rap music, an oxymoron 
by any standard, which al-
most exclusively celebrates 
the black experience and is 
often full of expressions of 
hate and depictions of vio-
lence, not to mention pro-
fanity.

If anything can be 
said about the music of the 
’50s, it did not oppress but 
offered freedom of expres-
sion, created opportunities 
and, most importantly, up-
lifted and celebrated the 
simple joys of life that bind 
us together as human be-
ings.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

U.S. must not go to war with Syria

A
ll polls indicate that 
the vast majority of 
the American peo-
ple oppose interven-

tion in Syria’s civil war. If 
we were a true democracy, 
Congress would vote no on 
war with Syria and not be 
swayed by warmongers.

We Veterans for Peace 
— veteransforpeace.org — 
know wars are easy to start 
but hard to stop. Interven-
tion in Syria will deepen 
the suffering and casual-
ties among the Syrian peo-
ple, as we learned from our 
overhyped interventions in 
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghani-
stan. U.S. intervention is in 
violation of the U.N. Char-

ter and International Law.
Only the Syrian people 

can decide who should gov-
ern their nation. We need 
an escalation of diplomacy, 
not war, to stop the blood-
shed and address the hu-
manitarian crises in Syria 
and among refugees in 
neighboring countries.

Regarding Syria, Pope 
Francis has said that na-
tions should “lay aside the 
futile pursuit of a military 
solution, and let there be 
a renewed commitment 
to seek, with courage and 
determination, a peaceful 
solution through dialogue 
and negotiation of the par-
ties, unanimously sup-

ported by the international 
community.”

We, the citizens of this 
nation, must prevent our 
government from going 
to war with Syria in our 
name. Call or e-mail your 
U.S. representatives and 
U.S. senators. Tell them not 
to support a war with Syria 
and that you will not vote 
for anyone who supports an 
attack.

Let us not fall for the 
propaganda put out to sell 
this attack. Working to-
gether, we must stop it from 
happening.

Robert Keilbach
Flushing

SJU pupils need to respect area

Y
ears ago, when St. 
John’s University de-
cided to build dormi-
tories in an already-

crowded neighborhood, 
many of us warned that this 
would result in our streets 
being inundated with hun-
dreds of drunken students. 
That prediction has sadly 
come to pass many times 
over, with loud, disruptive 
and sometimes destructive 
behavior.

But it has never been 
worse than during the ear-
ly hours of Sept. 7. Scores of 
students coming back from 
a local bar serving dollar 
beers swarmed over the 
168th Street overpass and a 
multi-car accident ensued.

Police from the 107th 
Precinct were called but 
seemed put out at having 
to do their jobs. One officer 
shrugged and said, “If you 
don’t like it, move.”

My family has lived 
here for 34 years. My wife 
and I both hold multiple de-
grees from St. John’s. Our 
community deserves bet-
ter consideration from St. 
John’s and the police.

We will not rest until 
we get it.

Edward J. Leahy
Jamaica

Always remember events of 9/11

W
hy are certain 
events of our na-
tional history 
remembered, hon-

ored, grieved over or oc-
casions for celebration? Of 
course, certain events have 
had such an impact upon 
the American psyche that 
it would seem impossible to 
forget or overlook. Dec. 7, “a 
day which will live in infa-
my”; D-Day; Thanksgiving; 
and Halloween are all part 
of the American calendar.

But few Americans re-
alize that roughly the same 
number of casualties oc-
curred at Pearl Harbor and 
the Beaches of Normandy 
as those who died Sept. 11.

Yet in large measure 
Americans have grown 
tired, if not bored, by the 

remembrances, memorial 
services and gatherings 
that mark the day America 
was attacked at the World 
Trade Center. There is a 
desire by many for closure 
and moving ahead with 
life. For those whose loved 
one will never return home 
or watched the life ebb 
from a family member who 
worked on the pile, who is 
also a victim of al-Qaeda, 
closure is not only an illu-
sion but an insult.

The West is in conflict 
with a theology that will not 
surrender or compromise. 
Al-Qaeda’s belief system de-
mands a never-ending com-
mitment to achieve victory 
regardless of the lives that 
will be sacrificed. They im-
pose upon their children 

the obligation to fight on 
even at the cost of them and 
their loved ones.

For them, this war has 
no deadline. For the West, 
it is a struggle that has 
changed our lives and the 
way we live.

From the perspective 
of these enemies, they cele-
brate American reluctance 
to remember those lost in 
this war. They relish the 
boredom that demands clo-
sure. By failing to remem-
ber, we not only turn our 
backs on our friends and 
neighbors who have been 
victims, but we surrender 
the soul needed to win this 
battle.

Edward Horn
Baldwin, L.I.

CORRECTIONS

In the Sept. 6-12 issue, the incorrect cutline appeared under a photo of Bill Thompson on the Focus 
on Queens page. It should have said, “Mayoral candidate Bill Thompson is joined by U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks and former Rep. Floyd Flake at the Robert Roth Family Center in St. Albans to call 
for the ending of the prosecution of teens as adults.” We apologize for the production error that 
caused the omission.

In the Aug. 30-Sept. 5 issue, a letter to the editor under the heading “Teachers need a contract 
now” was written by John Amato. The writer’s name was inadvertently dropped.
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I
t was 1958 and we called 
it “The Golden Age of 
Television.” At 6:30 p.m. 
on Channel 4, you had 

the news with Gabe Press-
man. At 7 p.m., one could 
either watch the evening 
news with Robert Trout 
or sports with Howard Co-
sell. At 7:15 p.m. ran “World 
News with Douglas Ed-
wards.”

Prime time viewing 
heavily featured westerns. 
At 7:30 p.m. rolled out 
“Wagon Train,” followed by 
“Tombstone Territory.” In 
one evening, between 7:30 
p.m. and 9 p.m., you could 
watch four shows that de-

fined the 1950s: “Lawrence 
Welk,” “Leave it to Beaver,” 
“Father Knows Best,” and 
“Ozzie and Harriet.”

Although a feature of 
television was live enter-
tainment, even back then 
filming or taping began to 
take over. The last survi-
vor of “live” weekly dra-
mas, “Playhouse 90,” was 
described as an oasis in a 
wasteland of game shows, 
westerns and assorted pot-
boilers.

Movies were in sharp 
decline during a decade 
that featured Grade B 
flicks. “Million Dollar Mov-
ie” was showing “Macao” 

with Robert Mitchum and 
Jane Russell — “she looks 
like a loaded pistol with the 
safety catch off,” said the 
Herald Tribune.

●

Mom and Dad may 
have been watching “Law-
rence Welk,” but reckless 
youth adored James Dean 
and Marlon Brando. Po-
lice swooped down on an 
85-mph drag race in How-
ard Beach and arrested 18 
hot rodders and their girl-
friends. The cars ranged 
from beat-up jalopies with 
souped-up motors to the lat-
est models from Detroit.

The next day they were 
brought before Judge LoPic-
colo, of Ridgewood Adoles-
cent Court. They wore tight 
dungarees, bushy haircuts 
and leather jackets.

One youth was smirk-
ing.

“What is so funny?” 

asked the outraged judge, 
who lived in Howard Beach 
and was one of the residents 
frightened by the drag rac-
ing mob.

He gave the sobered 
youths a lecture, and then 
disqualified himself.

“I’m too burned up” he 
said.

●

The post-war boom 
continued. Thousands of 
shoppers descended on 
100 merchants for Flush-
ing Sale Days. Some stores 
opened at 6 a.m. and people 
waited all night to take ad-
vantage of early-bird spe-
cials.

In Gertz, one could 
buy a Westinghouse 21-
inch console TV for $189, a 
deluxe range for $99 and a 
Hotpoint refrigerator for 
$159.

Hart Schaffner & 
Marx suits were going for 

$59.75 and sports coats for 
only $9.99. A six-piece wal-
nut bedroom set was yours 
for only $299. Karl Ehmer 
offered 1 pound of bologna 
free with a $2.50 purchase.

To get shoppers to 
Flushing Sale Days, en-
gineers and construction 
crews continued to work 
on the Queens end of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way. They projected the 
section between Northern 
Boulevard and Roosevelt 
Avenue would be opened 
by the new year. The entire 
project was slated for com-
pletion by 1962.

●

A 1949 Buick was list-
ed for only $95 at Ungers 
in Woodside. A 1957 Ford 
eight-cylinder four-door 
was offered for $1,845. Tires 
were advertised for $13.95 
plus tax and recap. Volk-
swagons appeared under 

listings for sports cars and 
imported cars.

●

They’re back! Drag 
racing again attracted a 
cheering crowd of 300, this 
time in Astoria. Two po-
lice officers from the Youth 
Squad on routine patrol at 9 
p.m. near the Astoria Con-
necting Highway saw the 
group and ordered them to 
disburse.

An hour later, the 
highway was still empty, 
but at 10:30 p.m., when po-
lice made another routine 
check, the race was going 
full blast and the crowd 
was even larger.

This time when threat-
ened with arrest, there was 
a mad scramble with peo-
ple running through fields 
and side streets. Thirteen 
people were grabbed in the 
melee.

Astoria, Howard Beach besot by drag racing in 1958

Students must be taught new standards before being tested

T
he new Common 
Core standards were 
tested in New York 
state, although teach-

ers had not been given the 
curriculum and students 
had not been taught the 
material. Common Core is 
the latest in a series of phi-
losophies designed to raise 
the knowledge of students 
and their ability to func-
tion in our modern hi-tech 
world and be prepared for 
college.

It is interesting that 
the same districts in New 
York City that did well on 
the old tests did well on 
these new tests. Queens 
Districts 25 and 26 scored 
high and always have. The 

problem is that all scores 
went down because the 
new ways of reading and 
writing and the new, more 
demanding vocabulary had 
not been taught yet. Honors 
classes always taught this 
material.

An article in a local 
newspaper told of PS 122, 
in Astoria, whose students 
scored high on the new 
tests. The school had been 
doing poorly the previous 
year and had been slated 
for changes. The article did 
not explain what the ad-
ministration and teachers 
did to make the scores get 
high, but it was probably 
something not permitted.

I do not know what 
they did, but they saved 
their school and jobs. The 
city Department of Edu-
cation has strict rules on 
how a teacher should teach. 
Scripts tell what should be 
done every minute. If not 
followed, a teacher can get 
in trouble. Whatever they 

did, it probably was not per-
mitted and they may get in 
trouble for doing something 
“independent.”

During the summer, 
I was down in Maryland 
and talked to a third-grade 
teacher who said she went 
online and learned what 
their Common Core tests 
were going to be on and pre-
pared the students. When 
I told her about the things 
going on in the New York 
City schools, she said she 
“could never teach in such 
an atmosphere.”

The morale of city 
teachers is low. Teachers do 
not dare do anything differ-
ent or they will be singled 
out by some administra-
tors and written up. Did 
you know that creativity is 
discouraged? Several years 
ago, the school system pre-
pared a script that each 
elementary school teacher 
has to follow when teaching 
each subject each day. They 
cannot deviate from the 

script. Even if the students 
do not understand the ma-
terial, the teachers have to 
continue with the script.

And with four months 
left in the current admin-
istration, the DOE wants 
to close schools, co-locate 
schools and create charter 
schools.

Charter schools are 
looked upon as a panacea 
for neighborhoods where 
students do poorly, but 
they are just a cash cow 
for the education industry. 
Creating charter schools 
is a multimillion-dollar 
industry with private cor-

porations, individuals and 
consulting firms making a 
fortune.

Some communities see 
charter schools as a way to 
get a semi-private school for 
their children paid for with 
public money. The charter 
schools have high grades 
because they discourage 
dysfunctional, English as 
a Second Language and 
special education students 
from attending.

Only recently have 
some charter schools start-
ed saying that they have 
some low-functioning stu-
dents, but the number is far 

fewer than in regular pub-
lic schools. Private schools 
can put out any disruptive 
or problematic student.

Teachers have been 
blamed for the problems. 
The manta is, “Get rid of 
bad teachers.” But what is a 
bad teacher? How will you 
evaluate a teacher’s abili-
ty? Can the new principals, 
who attended a 90-day pro-
gram, have the knowledge?

Since a principal will 
be fired, they have no ten-
ure, so if a school does 
poorly, some will use teach-
ers as scapegoats. Some 
principals even try to get 
special education teach-
ers to get their children to 
score higher on tests. Some 
of these students, but not 
all, just cannot do well on 
tests.

Can all students sub-
ject to random shootings, 
pressure from gangs or 
drug or alcohol use pass the 
Common Core?

COLUMNS

Charter schools are looked upon as 
a panacea for neighborhoods where 

students do poorly, but they are just a 
cash cow for the education industry.

n

Bob
Harris
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There’s still a great 
future in plastics.

Recycle everything.
Call 311 or visit nyc.gov to learn more

t is Sept. 11 as I write 
this, and I can glimpse 
the new World Trade 
Center towers from my 

office window.
It is hard to believe 

it has been a dozen years 
since that tragic, fate-
ful day. We have been ex-
tremely fortunate to have a 
police commissioner and a 
police department that has 
combatted terrorism and 
brought down crime with 
5,000 fewer officers in the 
past few years. As he leaves 
the New York stage, Ray 
Kelly should receive some 
applause.

But now it’s almost 
time for the next chapter in 
our city’s history, and we 
know that our new mayor 
will either be Bill de Blasio 

or Joe Lhota, with a slim 
chance Bill Thompson will 
be in the mix for a runoff, 
pending a recount. There 
are two other third party 
candidates, Adolfo Carrion 
and Jack Hidary, both intel-
ligent and well-intentioned 
men, but those closest to 
them know there chances 
of winning are somewhere 
between slim and none.

What are the lessons 
to be gleaned from the pri-
mary results? First, on the 
Democratic side, the “hope 
and change” candidate won 
and his ascension was not 
unlike President Barack 
Obama’s steady rise in 
2008. De Blasio used Mike 
Bloomberg as a foil through-
out the campaign, and he 
benefitted from the public’s 
weariness with the three-
term mayor, the minority 
community’s rising anger 
over stop-and-frisk and 
the cozy relationship City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), an-

other mayoral hopeful, had 
with Bloomberg.

Identity politics also 
helped de Blasio’s late 
surge. The television com-
mercial optic of his appeal-
ing son with the Afro was 
one of the most effective 
campaign ads I’ve ever 
seen.

De Blasio, who worked 
at HUD in the Bill Clin-
ton administration, also 
learned an important po-
litical lesson from his boss, 
one of the canniest politi-
cians of the past genera-
tion: It is important to have 
empathy and say, “I feel 
your pain” to those in the 
middle- and under classes.

De Blasio’s populist 
message of “two cities” 
resonated in 2013 in a way 
it didn’t, for some reason, 
for Dem mayoral candidate 
Freddy Ferrer in 2005. In 
the wake of a recession, the 
subprime mortgage crisis 
and Occupy Wall Street, 
the public was looking for 

a class warrior, which is a 
role de Blasio seems suited 
for.

On the Republican 
side, Joe Lhota emerged 
victorious in a close race 
against John Catsimatidis 
because voters seemed to 
want someone with vast 
government experience in 
addition to a private-sector 
background. Lhota’s ef-
fective campaign slogan, 
“Ready to Lead on Day 1,” 
is a different message than 
de Blasio’s “two cities” ap-
proach.

Lhota faces an up-
hill battle in a city with 
a 6-to-1 voter registration 
advantage for Democrats, 
but Rudy Giuliani and 
Bloomberg have proved 
that party demographics is 
not destiny when it comes 

to mayoral races. Lhota’s 
victory speech on Primary 
Night did a good job of ex-
plaining the stakes in the 
upcoming Nov. 5 election: 
If you believe the city has 
made dramatic progress in 
public safety and business 
friendliness in the past 
20 years, then Lhota’s the 
right choice to continue in 
that path.

If, however, you be-
lieve the city has done too 
much to help business at 
the expense of low-income 
New Yorkers and has paid 
too high a price in civil lib-
erties for our public safety 
gains, then de Blasio is 
your man.

These candidates now 
have almost two months to 
lay out their different vi-
sions for the city’s future 
and voters will have a real 
choice.

In the days after, as 
we pause to remember our 
brethren who perished a 
dozen years ago, we should 

gently lean into our city’s 
future and imagine what 
we want our city to become 
in the next decade.

De Blasio or Lhota will 
inherit the mantle of a city 
that has made great strides 
during the past dozen years: 
New Yorkers are living 
longer, we have many new 
parks and thriving neigh-
borhoods, our economy is 
doing better than most and 
our streets have never been 
safer.

Just like Giuliani and 
Bloomberg did, these men 
will have to convince vot-
ers that their vision will 
continue bending the arc 
of history toward progress, 
equality and a better city.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Voters now have choice between populism, biz interests

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY PHIL CORSO

Queens has been clos-
ing and merging several 
Catholic schools, with at 
least three shuttered in the 
last two years, the Brooklyn 
Diocese said, underscoring 
an ongoing battle to boost 
enrollment figures.

College Point’s St. Fi-
delis School was the latest 
borough Catholic school 
to close, according to the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Brooklyn, after it had 
a dip in enrollment from 
242 students in 2007 to 144 
last year. It was one of two 
schools throughout the Dio-
cese to close this year, with 
the other closure at Saint 
Joseph and Dominic Catho-
lic Academy in Brooklyn.

The Diocese did not re-
turn requests for comment 
on the recent closures.

St. Fidelis closed up for 
good at the end of June and 
did not reopen for the cur-
rent academic year, which 

started in September. The 
superintendent of schools 
for the diocese also said its 
students were sent to neigh-
boring parishes and its fac-
ulty interested in teaching 
elsewhere were placed on 
a priority list sent to other 
school principals.

St. Fidelis adminis-
trator Monsignor Dennis 
Heron did not return calls 
for comment.

The diocese also con-
solidated three schools 
throughout Brooklyn and 

Queens this year, includ-
ing Flushing’s Most Holy 
Redeemer, which merged 
with nearby St. 
Michael’s.

Two other 
Catholic schools 
shut their doors 
by the end of the 2011-12 
academic year, the diocese 
said, including Corpus 
Christi School in Woodside 
and St. Raphael’s School 
in Long Island City. Both 
schools cited rising debts 
and declining enrollment 

factoring into their deci-
sions to shutter.

Corpus Christi Prin-
cipal Robert 
DiNardo said 
the Woodside 
school faced a 
$73,000 deficit 

in 2012 at the same time 
enrollment numbers took a 
dip. The Rev. Jerry Jecewiz, 
a pastor at St. Raphael’s, 
said his school confronted 
a similar fate.

“We had agreed to a 
specific goal, strictly time-

bound to last September 
[2011], to raise the 160 stu-
dent enrollment to 200,” he 
wrote in a letter to parents 
last year. “We needed to do 
so in order to combat the 
school deficit of $150,000 in 
the last fiscal year — a six-
fold increase from the year 
before — and the projected 
deficit, which is fast ap-
proaching $200,000 in this 
present fiscal year.”

It was a trend seen 
throughout the nation, ac-
cording to the National 
Catholic Educational Asso-
ciation, a private group of 
educators and institutions. 
The group released a statis-
tical report this year detail-
ing enrollment and staffing 
figures nationwide and 
found that numbers were 
down drastically.

Since 2000, a total of 
2,090 schools — just more 
than 25 percent of all Cath-
olic schools in the United 
States — closed or con-
solidated throughout the 

country, the report said. 
During that time, enroll-
ment dropped by 651,298 
students, or 24.5 percent, 
mostly affecting elemen-
tary schools.

In Queens, the most 
recent closures came as the 
diocese worked to imple-
ment several shifts in how 
it governs schools through-
out Brooklyn and Queens, 
with several sites either 
merging or closing alto-
gether.

Diocese Superinten-
dent Thomas Chadzutko 
has rolled out a compre-
hensive plan over the next 
several years, geared to-
ward bulking up market-
ing strategies to get more 
students in the seats and 
curb declining numbers. 
The plan included a revi-
sion of how the schools are 
governed, known as the 
academic model, which 
was instituted in 10 schools 
throughout the diocese this 
year alone, he said.

The Brooklyn Diocese is upping its marketing efforts to try and curb declining enrollment numbers at 
Catholic schools like St. Fidelis (pictured).

Cluster of Catholic schools close across Queens

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 9/13/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Education
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A borough transit 

company is participating 
in a national campaign to 
tackle bullying at one of its 
many sources: the school 
bus.

Whitestone-based Val-
lo Transportation is hoping 
to create a positive experi-
ence for students traveling 
to and from many of the ar-
ea’s schools on 
the company’s 
school buses.

“As a bus 
company that in-
teracts daily with the com-
munity and students, we 
have taken steps to elevate 
anti-bullying awareness 
and promote a bully-free 
zone on our buses,” Presi-
dent Linda DeSabato said 
in a statement. “It’s impor-
tant that students feel safe 
when traveling with us, 
and this campaign ensures 

our drivers are equipped 
with extensive knowledge 
on recognizing bullying 
and how to properly report 
it and intervene when nec-
essary.”

Each Vallo vehicle will 
become a No Bullying Zone 
this year, thanks to the pro-
gram, which helps drivers 
recognize the often subtle 
underlying signs of bully-
ing, along with involving 

students and 
parents.

Vallo driv-
ers were trained 
through a pro-

gram run by the National 
Association of Pupil Trans-
portation, a nonprofit that 
partners with numerous 
federal organizations, in-
cluding the U.S. Depart-
ments of Education and 
Transportation.

In one training mod-
ule, drivers are presented 
with several hypothetical 

bullying situations and 
then instructed on how to 
properly diffuse them.

For example, a ficti-
tious sixth-grade student 
named Darlene is driven to 
near tears after she boards 
the bus and another stu-

dent named Amy trips her 
and then yells out, “Dar-
lene is so fat she can’t fit 
down the aisle,” eliciting 
laughter from the other rid-
ers, according to a training 
module.

Other scenarios were 

more subtle, such as an 
example where a driver 
observes students throw-
ing small objects at a boy 
named Felix, who is laugh-
ing, but clearly becoming 
more upset. Even facial 
expressions like rolling 
eyes when a particular stu-
dent gets on the bus can be 
warning signs of bullying, 
which the association de-
fines as the use of power to 
cause physical or emotion-
al pain or stress on a fellow 
student.

That power can take 
many forms: physical, ver-
bal and increasingly via 
the Internet.

And it can sometimes 
have devastating conse-
quences.

Earlier this year, 
cyberbullying may have 
played a part in the suicide 
of a 12-year-old Queens Vil-
lage girl named Gabrielle 
Molina.

In order to combat bul-
lying on the bus, Vallo will 
be asking students to sign 
pledges indicating they 
will not engage in bullying 
behavior.

Drivers are instructed 
to remain calm when try-
ing to diffuse confronta-
tions and issue reports if 
necessary.

The modules gave out 
several dos and don’ts — 
for instance, staring down 
children through the rear-
view mirror is not an effec-
tive tool.

“As a new school year 
kicks off, I applaud Vallo 
Transportation for focus-
ing its efforts on combating 
bullying in our schools,” 
said City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who called on 
the city Department of Edu-
cation to do more to stem 
bullying in the wake of Mo-
lina’s death.

Vallo Transportation hopes to make the yellow bus a safe environ-
ment for students traveling to and from school.

Queens business aims to end school bus bullying 
Vallo Transportation drivers participating in campaign to create safe environment for students  

Education
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BY JOE ANUTA

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed legislation last Fri-
day officially leasing about 
two-thirds of an acre of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park to the United States 
Tennis Association to ac-
commodate renovations at 
the US Open site.

“As the site of the US 
Open, the Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center 
brings thousands of fans to 
New York every year, boost-
ing our tourism industry 
and spurring local econom-
ic activity,” Cuomo said in 
a statement. “New York is 
proud to showcase the big-
gest players in tennis at 
this annual event, and I 
am committed to making 
this facility the best it can 
be to attract and host more 
events like the US Open.”

The expansion plan, 
which will accommodate 
the construction of a new 
stadium, the replacement 

of another and will im-
prove viewing platforms, 
food court options and re-
tail, needed state approval 
due to its parkland loca-
tion, and generated much 
controversy on its way to 
the governor’s desk.

Detractors of the proj-
ect did not think the USTA 
contributed adequately 
to upkeep at the park, al-
though the opposition was 
splintered between those 
who wanted to reach a 
compromise and those who 
wanted to block the project 
altogether.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) eventually se-
cured $10 million in capital 
funds from the tennis asso-
ciation for improvements to 
the park and hoped to start 
a privately funded conser-
vancy to oversee Flushing 
Meadows.

On a state level, state 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-Corona) sponsored 

the bill that Cuomo eventu-
ally signed. He had stipulat-
ed that the leased parkland 
be replaced.

This was technically 
carried out when the USTA 
deeded over some tennis 

courts and a grassy area 
back to the city Parks De-
partment, but critics de-
rided the move as a stunt to 
only replace lost parkland 
on paper while not actually 
creating any additional 

greenspace.
“The US Open is the 

premier sporting event in 
Queens, when the eyes of 
the world are on us,” Aubry 
said in a statement. “This 
expansion will secure the 

excitement and tradition 
of world-class tennis in 
our community and state 
for both today’s tennis fans 
and those of the future.”

The USTA also lies in 
the district of state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
who did not sponsor the bill 
in the Senate.

Instead, that piece 
of legislation, which was 
penned by the Bloomberg 
administration, was spon-
sored by the Committee on 
Rules. This method is often 
used for unpopular bills no 
one wants to claim, accord-
ing to Albany insiders, who 
said they are often derisive-
ly referred to as sponsored 
by “Mr. Rules.”

Cuomo’s signature was 
the last bureaucratic hurdle 
for the project, which will 
now include a retractable 
roof over Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium, the USTA recently 
announced.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s blessing now allows the USTA to pursue massive renovations including 
the construction of a new stadium (bottom l.) and the refurbishing of another (top r.). 

Photo courtesy USTA

Guv signs Flushing Meadows strip over to USTA

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Design plans to up-

grade the Ozone Park-Lef-
ferts Boulevard train sta-
tion are about 95 percent 
complete, representatives 
from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said this week.

The elevated station is 
being upgraded so it will 
be ADA compliant, Joseph 
Raskin, assistant director 
of government and commu-
nity relations for the MTA, 
told Community Board 10 
at its regular meeting Mon-
day night.

Raskin said the project 
had been delayed by a few 
months because of design 
changes, but Richmond 
Hill residents can expect to 
see construction beginning 
in January.

The construction will 
not require the station to be 
closed, according to Kevin 
Ortiz, an MTA spokesman.

Because the project is 
still being designed, there 
is no estimated cost yet.

“It’s going to do a lot for 
the station, and it’s going to 
do a lot for the people in the 
area,” Raskin said.

One major component 
of the project is the addi-
tion of two elevators that 
will operate 24 hours a day. 
They will be located on the 
southwest corner of the sta-
tion and run from the street 
to the mezzanine level and 
from the mezzanine to the 

platform level, said Vinod 
Patel, a design manager for 
the MTA.

The initial design had 
only one elevator and the 
second was added because 
of code requirements, Patel 
said.

Brightly colored raised 
tile, known as ADA warn-
ing strips, will be added 
along the platform. The 
platform will also be modi-
fied to reduce gaps.

Additional features, 
such as handrails and 
Braille signage, will be 
placed throughout the sta-
tion.

Other parts of the sta-
tion will also be renovated. 
The platform stairs will be 
replaced, any damaged col-
umns will be repaired and 
the roof under the tracks 
will be repaired. The mez-
zanine and platform will 

also receive a fresh coat of 
paint.

The Q112 bus current-
ly stops where the elevator 
will be placed. The bus stop 
will be moved further down 
the street, Patel said.

The project was first 
announced at the CB 10 
meeting in March 2012.

The MTA also plans 
to renovate five other sta-
tions along Liberty Avenue: 
111th Street, 104th Street, 
Rockaway Boulevard, 88th 
Street and 80th Street. The 
cost of those upgrades will 
be $43 million, Ortiz said.

According to the MTA 
website, there are 16 ADA-
compliant subway stations 
in Queens.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

El upgrades to be done
soon at Ozone Pk. stop

Kids that gamble are three times more likely to drink, four times more 
likely to smoke and four times more likely to be in trouble with the law.  
According to the New York Council on Public Gambling, in New York 
state 48% of seventh to 12th graders reported that they had gambled 
within the past year, 10% have had problems due to their gambling and 
an additional 10% are at risk for problem gambling. 

So what can parents of young children do now?  They can be a 
good role model.  Look for opportunities to talk to your children.  
Children need to know that gambling is not a way to make money 
and the majority of gamblers will lose.  Our children are exposed 
to gambling messages at a very young age from lottery tickets at 
the grocery store to internet and television that portray gambling as 
exciting and easy money.  Parents can make a difference on how 
children respond to these messages.  
To fi nd help for gambling problems call 1-877-8-hopeny.  

Program for the Development of Human Potential (PDHP)
718-441-8921   www.pdhpbklyndiocese.org

TO YOUR

ABOUT

TALK

KIDS

The Ozone Park - Lefferts Boulevard train station will soon un-
dergo renovations. Construction will begin in January. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis
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Honoring those who lost their lives on 9/11



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 13-19, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
21

TL

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The H parking lot for the US Open at 
the Hall of Science came alive when the 
sun went down.

As a team from a Jehovah’s Witnesses 
congregation played four-on-three volley-
ball, Ecuadorian folk dancers practiced 
their moves Sunday and groups of people 
congregated around barbecues set up on 
the grass around the paved area.

Half a mile away, the world’s greatest 
tennis players competed for millions in 
prize money and the title of US Open cham-

pion, but few in Lot H seemed to notice.
During most of the summer, the park-

ing lot on 111th Street, in the shadow of the 
Hall of Science’s Rocket Park, is used in the 
evening as families heading into the park 
for picnics and to play soccer park there.

But for two weeks during the US Open, 
the space is designated for drivers with H 
permits as well as handicapped parking.

As a result, volleyball games were 
played on makeshift nets set up alongside 
luxury SUVs, and dancers had to watch out 
for shuttle vans, which transport visitors 
into and out of the premier tennis tourna-
ment.

“The park is for everybody. We just 
come here for exercise,” said Claudio Lli-
guicota, who started the Ecuadorian group 
Kay Pachak two years ago. “We are here 
to practice. They have the right to park to 
watch the tennis matches.”

His team of about 14 to 16 people, who 
range in age from Lliguicota’s 9-year-old 
niece to a dancer in her 30s, meets Mon-
days, Wednesday and Fridays.

On Sunday, they used a corner of the 
lot underneath a street lamp to fine-tune 

GAME, SET, MATCH
Rafael Nadal, (l.) of Spain, jumps in the air after defeating Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, to win 
the US Open men’s singles final Monday, and American tennis player Serena Williams holds up 
her championship trophy after she takes the women’s singles final Sunday. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Parking lot for US Open 
mixes BBQ with dancing

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Claudio Lliguicota (r.) watches as his Ecuadorian 
dance team, Kay Pachak, practices. 

Photo by Christina Santucci Continued on Page 40
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
For all the political 

bandying over stop-and-
frisk this election season, 
some of those most affected 
by gun violence in south-
east Queens said it is not 
the singular issue that will 
determine their choice for 
the city’s next mayor in No-
vember.

“It’s one among many,” 
said Shenee Johnson, whose 
18-year-old son, Kedrick 
Morrow, was murdered 
at a Springfield Gardens 
house party in 2010. “Along 
with gun violence we have 
communities where young 
people don’t have jobs and 
there have been cuts to a 
lot of programs. They have 
nothing to do and no direc-
tion.”

Johnson said that un-
til the death of her son, her 
views toward the NYPD 
had most significantly been 
shaped by the 2006 shooting 
of Sean Bell, the unarmed 
man who was killed by po-
lice in a hail of bullets on 
the eve of his wedding.

After her son’s murder, 
Johnson said, she began to 
develop a more nuanced po-
sition toward the Police De-
partment and its policies.

“I’ve always said that 
as long as it’s fair, there 
should be a happy me-
dium between the com-
munity and the Police De-
partment,” she said. “I’m 
against racial profiling. 
Of course, I feel that if the 
guy who killed my son had 
been stopped and frisked, it 
possibly wouldn’t have hap-
pened.”

Whoever is chosen 
mayor in the November 
election will likely be faced 

with the choice of either con-
tinuing or rejecting Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s con-
tinued pushback against 
NYPD oversight measures.

Last week, the 
Bloomberg administration 
filed a lawsuit challeng-
ing a law the City Council 
passed against his wishes 
last month that allows al-
leged victims of bias-based 
profiling to sue the NYPD 
in state court.

The city Law Depart-
ment has also asked a 
federal judge to postpone 
implementing reforms to 
the Police Department as 
it appeals her ruling that 
the NYPD’s use of stop-and-
frisk violated constitution-
al rights.

One of Bloomberg’s 
allies in his fight against 
guns has been Dionne Gor-
don, who is still diligently 
trying to find those respon-
sible for the murder of her 
brother, Maurice Gordon, 
outside their parents’ South 
Jamaica home one night in 
2010.

Gordon appeared in a 
video for Bloomberg’s May-
ors Against Illegal Guns 

campaign, and she said she 
had initially been a strong 
supporter of his policing 
policies.

“At first, when stop-
and-frisk came about I was 
100 percent behind it,” she 
said. “I thought, ‘Kudos. 
Good job.’”

Gordon said she start-
ed paying more attention 
to the public reaction to the 
practice, and it altered her 
position.

“I looked at the victims 
who have been wrongly 
stopped and how they were 
treated and I had to take a 
step back and say, ‘Dionne, 
are you wanting this be-
cause you are angry, or 
do you really need to take 
a look at this and see how 
people are affected?’”

Gordon said she hopes 
the next mayor will put 
more of a focus on commu-
nity policing and stopping 
illegal guns from ever en-
tering the city, but as far 
as stop-and-frisk goes, she 
said she had more impor-
tant things to think about.

“It’s not even in my top 
three,” she said.

Shenee Johnson, whose 18-year-old son was murdered in 2010, 
said stop-and-frisk is just one of many issues she is considering 
in the race for mayor.

Violence victims evaluate 
politics of stop-and-frisk

Sunday Nights   
Join WFAN's Marc Malusis and two-time Super Bowl 
Champion Sean Landeta everySunday night at Bar 360 
for a live webcast. Pre-game show starts at 7:30pm.  
At halftime, one fan joins Marc and Sean on air to 
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�������������������������������
���������
newest Sunday Night Football party!  
 

Bill Daughtry 9/9 & 9/23          

Robin Lundberg  9/16                                                                             

David Rothenberg 10/7  
                                                   

Monday Nights 
We've taken Monday night football to a whole new level! 
This season, Bar 360 features a winning line up of ESPN 
NY 98.7 FM personalities as they take turns hosting the 
best Monday night football party in NYC. Come down 
and meet the radio hosts, ask questions and win prizes!
 

Football 
at Bar 360: 
A WINNING PAIR! 

Football 
at Bar 360:
 

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly.

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take      or Q37.  

Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd                LIRR 

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420 

������
��������������������

 

Minutes Away! 

rector at a nonprofit called 
the Asian American Legal 
Defense and Education 
Fund, which monitors polls 
during elections.

After the machine mal-

functioned — there is only 
one machine per election 
district — then the backup 
machine went, according to 
Magpantay.

Workers started to 
give out affidavit ballots 
to 300 Bengali voters, who 
make up a large portion of 
the neighborhood’s popula-
tion, and others but the bal-

lots ran out.
“People have been 

turned away,” he said.
Rahman was at the 

school for much of the day, 
since he calls the area his 
base and said many of the 
voters who left would have 
cast their ballots for him.

Continued from Page 9 

Lancman



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

13
-19

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

24

TL

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The older brother 
of 6-year-old Benjamin 
Wheeler, who was killed 
in the Sandy Hook school 
shooting, helped honor 
Benjamin’s memory during 
a ceremony in Sunnyside 
Saturday.

Nate Wheeler, 9, stood 
on a ladder and helped to 
pull off a covering from a 
street sign at the corner 
of 41st Street and Queens 
Boulevard, as his parents, 
elected officials and com-
munity members smiled 
and clapped.

The corner was co-
named Benjamin Wheeler 
Place, after the former Sun-
nyside resident who was 
one of the 20 first-graders 
killed when a gunman 
opened fire at the Connecti-
cut school last year.

“These are the blocks 
where Ben first saw the 

world,” Benjamin’s father, 
David Wheeler, told the 
crowd. “When he came 
home from Roosevelt Hos-
pital, it was the blocks here 
... and now this street will 
carry his name.”

David Wheeler 
thanked his former neigh-
bors for their support after 
his son’s death.

“Your kindness and 
your generosity cannot be 
overstated or undervalued. 
You quite literally have 
kept us standing,” he said.

After the unveiling, 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
presented the Wheeler fam-
ily with a commemorative 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The time spent en route 
to LaGuardia Airport from 
Woodside keeps shrink-
ing, and the new Q70 Select 
Bus has just sliced off more 
minutes.

The Q70, which be-
gan running last weekend, 
serves the Woodside-61st 
Street Long Island Rail 
Road and No. 7 station as 
well as the E, F, M and 
R subway stations at the 
Jackson Heights-Roosevelt 
Avenue transit hub. It then 
runs non-stop to LaGuar-
dia Airport via the limited 
access Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway and Grand 
Central Parkway.

On a recent trip, a Q70 
took 15 minutes to reach 
the airport, leaving the 61st 
Street station in Woodside 
at 3:38 p.m., stopping at the 
Roosevelt Avenue-Jackson 
Heights station and arriv-

ing at the Delta Air Lines 
terminal at LaGuardia at 
3:53 p.m.

Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority of-
ficials suggest taking the 
No. 7 train from Midtown 
Manhattan to Woodside for 
a 35-minute trip to LaGuar-
dia.

It replaces the Q33, 
which makes local stops, at 
the airport.

Although the new bus 
is officially Bus Rapid Tran-
sit, meaning passengers pay 
before boarding through 
any door and pay their fare 
at a curbside kiosk using 
their MetroCards, none 
of these features was yet 
installed on this trip. Nor 
is the right lane reserved 
for the bus BRT custom or 
censors, which  prolong a 
green traffic light until the 
bus passes.

The Q70 operates 24 
hours, seven days a week. 

It serves all central La-
Guardia terminals except 
the Marine Air Terminal, 
which the MTA described 
as “lightly used and re-
mote.”

The MTA said the ride 
between Woodside and La-
Guardia takes between 10 
and 15 minutes and from 
Jackson Heights to the air-
port runs 8 to 10 minutes, 
depending on the time of 
day. 

“This new service is 
a great example of how the 
MTA network uses buses, 
railroads and the subway 
system to serve our cus-
tomers’ needs,” said MTA 
Chairman Thomas Pren-
dergast. “Combining bus 
and railroad service to 
reach LaGuardia Airport 
without a car is a fast and 
convenient operation that 
we are glad to provide.”

LIRR President Hel-

Woodside to LGA takes 15 min. 
on the new Q70 Select Bus route

Sunnyside corner named 
for Sandy Hook 6-yr-old

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 30

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r.) presented Francine, (l.-r.) Nate 
and David Wheeler with a commemorative street sign. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Millions of students are 
heading back to school with high 
hopes for a great school year. 
When it comes to educational suc-
cess, most parents and caregivers 
focus on what happens in the 
classroom, but what takes place 
after school is equally important 
to academic success.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, nearly 
50 million Americans - including 
more than 16 million children and 
teens younger than 18 - live with 
food insecurity, meaning they 
struggle to feed their families. 
Many of these children receive 
free or reduced-cost meals during 
the school day, but are at risk of 
hunger when school is out.

While healthy activities and 
proper nutrition benefit physical 
health, they also affect mental 
health and children’s success in 
school. A nourished body means 
a nourished mind, and several 
studies show children who don’t 
get the proper nutrition can ex-
perience difficulties focusing, 
socializing and learning in the 
classroom.

“It is imperative that chil-
dren have access to healthy 
nutrition options, and are in-
troduced to physical fitness rou-
tines at an early age,” says Jack-
ie Thurnau, early childhood and 
afterschool specialist, YMCA of 
the USA. “A few simple strategies 
can help give kids the nutrition 
they need while encouraging 
healthy, active play afterschool. 
Y afterschool programs, for ex-
ample, promote healthy eating, a 

love for learning, and social and 
emotional development while 
complementing lessons learned 
during the school day.”

According to Thurnau, 
the Y is offering an Afterschool 
Meal Program in partnership 
with the Walmart Foundation 
throughout the 2013-14 school 
year to serve 3.5 million meals 
and snacks. At 1,400 sites na-
tionwide, school-age children 
enrolled in the program will 
receive-nutritious food - along 
with learning enrichment ac-
tivities - to be healthy and suc-
ceed in school.- In addition, Y 
Afterschool Programs are im-
plementing healthy eating and 
physical activity standards in 
early learning and afterschool 
programs. Some of these stan-
dards include serving fruits and 
vegetables at every meal, setting 
limits on screen time and devot-
ing time for physical activity.-

The Y also offers five tips 
for busy parents and caregivers 
to provide their kids with brain-
boosting healthy snacks and fun 
physical activity after the school 
day is over:

1: Offer a variety of foods
It’s important for parents 

to encourage children to eat a 
wide variety of nutritious foods 
that support physical and men-
tal wellness. Whole grains, fresh 
fruits and vegetables should 
be at the heart of snack times. 
Save time by cutting veggies 
for snacking every Sunday and 

improve
KIDS’ SUCCESSKIDS’ SUCCESS

NUTRITION NUTRITION 
& ACTIVITIES& ACTIVITIES

Continued on Page 28
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Saint Mary’s 
Elementary School
Where Students 
Flourish

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, September 22 
2:00-4:00 PM

With small classes, an emphasis on shared values, and exciting after-school 
activities, we integrate the values of the Catholic faith into the lives of our students 
while inspiring excitement in learning. 

Our experienced, caring faculty knows how to bring out the best in every 
child, whether we’re encouraging shy writers to share their stories, 
or challenging students with a rigorous math curriculum. 

Our state-of-the-art technology including Smart Boards in every 
classroom, and a one-to-one iPad program in seventh and eighth 
grades, provides teachers with diverse methods to deliver instruction 
and engage students. Saint Mary’s Elementary School is truly 
the education for a lifetime.

Saint Mary’s Elementary School offers a contemporary, 
innovative Catholic education designed to ensure that students 
�ourish on every level. 

GRADES NURSERY THROUGH 8

Celeste M. Checchia, Ph.D., Principal
1340 Northern Boulevard
Manhasset, NY 11030
www.stmary11030.org
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Experience Saint Mary’s  

High School’s unique  

combination of academic 

excellence, faith-centered 

community, and innovative 

learning for future success.

Open House 
Sunday, September 22 
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Presentations at 2:00 pm, 2:45 pm,  
and 3:30 pm

51 Clapham Avenue

Manhasset, NY 11030

Call us to arrange a personal tour:  

516-627-2711

www.inspiredthinkers.org

Choose 
the Future

Saint Mary’s 
High School

Inspired Thinkers. 

Creative Leaders.
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putting portions into resealable 
bags or containers; kids can just 
grab, snack and go whenever 
they’d like.

2: Be creative when 
introducing new foods

While some kids are adven-
turous eaters, many are resis-
tant to trying new things. Never 
force children to eat a particular 

food. If you face resistance, ask 
nicely if they’ll taste one bite. If 
you still have troubles, include 
children in the purchasing and 
preparation of the food. Be cre-
ative in how the food is offered 
- a little dip can make eating fun. 
Try low-fat dressing, fat-free yo-
gurt for fruits, vegetables, crack-
ers and more.

3: Limit sweet drinks
When it comes to what chil-

dren drink, sweet soft drinks 
and juices are high in calories 
and sugar and are typically low 

in nutrition. Water is the best 
way to hydrate, but who says 
water can’t be fun to drink, too? 
Liven up your kids’ drinks with 
fresh sliced oranges, lemons 
or limes for a colorful splash of 
healthy flavor. Remember, de-
hydration can impair memory 
and make it difficult to pay at-
tention, so make sure your stu-
dent drinks H2O to stay focused. 
[Source: Psychology Today]

4: Limit screen time
While a little TV or time on 

the computer can be enjoyable 

for kids (and a welcome break 
for adults), we all want our kids 
to appreciate being active. Start 
the school year with clear rules 
about how much screen time is 
allowed each day. For example, 
if you allow one hour of screen 
time after school is out, your 
child knows that she has 60 min-
utes to divide between playing 
online and watching her favor-
ite TV show before bed.

5: Encourage physical 
play

It’s important for parents 

to encourage and participate in 
active play. Whether it’s joining 
an organized youth team or sim-
ply hosting play groups at a lo-
cal park for a few rounds of tag, 
parents need to make sure kids 
understand physical activity is 
a priority. Don’t forget to lead by 
example; take walks with your 
children and get outdoors and 
help them explore Mother Na-
ture. —BPT

For more information on the 
Y afterschool activities and more 
healthy tips, visit www.ymca.net.

Continued from Page 25

Nutrition

Parents know educating 
their children is a collabora-
tive effort between families and 
teachers. Each new school year, 
parents look for ways to make 
that effort as fruitful and positive 
for their children as possible. By 
supporting their child’s teacher, 
parents can help ensure kids get 
the best education possible every 
year.

If you’re looking for ways to 
show your child’s teacher your 
support and facilitate his or her 
efforts to educate your child keep 
these points in mind:

Supplies show support
Teachers often spend their 

own money to ensure their stu-
dents and classrooms have the 
supplies they need throughout 
the year. In fact, a study by the 
National School Supply and 
Equipment Association found 
that teachers spend an average 
of $356 from their own pockets on 
supplies and instructional mate-
rials - a total of $1.3 billion for all 
U.S. public school teachers. The 
same study revealed that parents 
- not governments, corporations 
or even charities - were the ma-
jor source of supplemental funds 
for classroom needs, averaging 
$19 per student on classroom sup-
plies.

This year, parents can do 
even more to ensure students and 
teachers have the supplies they 
need to succeed. Teachers par-
ticipating in the Staples Teacher 
Rewards and Reward-A-Class-
room programs can now generate 
custom supply lists that parents 
can access on www.staples.com/
rewardaclassroom. Searching 

by the teacher’s name and city, 
parents can locate and print out 
a custom list, and bring it to a 
Staples store - or order directly 
from Staples.com. Additionally, 
through the Reward-A-Classroom 
program, parents can earn extra 
rewards for a participating teach-
er of their choice. 

“Sometimes, helping obtain 
needed supplies can be the most 
supportive thing a parent can do 
for their child’s teacher,” says Al-
ison Corcoran, senior vice presi-

dent of stores and online market-
ing for Staples. “When parents 
can help supply teachers simply 
by spending money on things 
they would purchase regardless, 
it’s a win-win situation for every-
one.”

Stay in touch in every way
Schools often offer orienta-

tion nights to introduce parents 
to teachers and demonstrate the 
curriculum students will learn 
throughout the year. Attending 

these events is a simple, powerful 
way to show teachers you support 
their efforts, and appreciate them 
taking personal time after hours 
to benefit your children.

If your teacher maintains a 
website or page for your child’s 
class, be sure to check in regu-
larly for homework assignments, 
news and any updates to your 
teacher’s supplies list or wish list. 
Keeping in touch helps teachers 
know you’re aware of their work 
and of students’ achievements.

Hands on wherever 
you are

Whether it’s at home check-
ing your child’s homework or as 
a volunteer in the classroom, tak-
ing a hands-on approach to help-
ing shows teachers you are as 
committed to your child’s educa-
tion as they are.

Schools need volunteers for 
a range of activities, from assist-
ing on testing days and in school 
libraries to helping out with 
parties, performances, sporting 
events and other fun occasions. 
Even if you can only spare an 
hour a month, you’ll be helping 
out the teacher, and demonstrat-
ing to him or her that you con-
sider yourself a part of the educa-
tional team.

If volunteering isn’t practical, 
consistently reinforcing classroom 
messages and lessons at home can 
be just as helpful and supportive. 
Look for ways to incorporate les-
sons learned in the classroom with 
day-to-day home life. For example, 
when your child studies weights 
and measures, involve him in food 
prep and use cooking as a way to 
practice measuring techniques. 
When your child learns about gov-
ernment and voting, take her with 
you to the polls so she can see the 
voting process.

“It’s important for all of us 
to show teachers how much we 
value their commitment and con-
tribution to our communities,” 
Corcoran says. “Keeping teach-
ers well-supplied and reinforcing 
classroom lessons are great ways 
for parents to help teachers make 
a difference, and ensure their kids 
get the education they need.” 

 — BPT

Give time and supplies to support your kid’s school

If you can, help your child’s teacher by donating time and supplies.
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Catholic High School Information Fairs
Put all the pieces together with a Catholic High School Education

September 16, 2013 
6pm-8pm

September 17, 2013 
6pm-8pm

St. 

TACHS Exam: November 9, 2013 
 www.tachsinfo.com or call 1-866-61TACHS

Why a Catholic High School?

Brooklyn Catholic High Schools:

Queens Catholic High Schools:
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 BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Joseph Hunter always 
pictured himself as a mem-
ber of the city’s Bravest.

“He graduated school 
with a business degree, but 
he always knew he wanted 
to be a firefighter,” said 
Joseph’s brother, Sean 
Hunter.

And on Sept. 11, 2001, 
Joseph Hunter, a six-year 
veteran of the FDNY, had 
a clear view of the World 
Trade Center from the fire-
house of Squad 288/HazMat 
1 in Maspeth.

“He saw the towers. 
They saw it. These guys in 
this firehouse knew what 
they were going to. They 
went anyway,” said Sean 
Hunter’s wife, Rosemary.

Every year, the Hunt-
ers pay tribute to the Long 
Island native alongside the 
relatives of fellow firefight-
ers from the Maspeth fire-
house, which had the most 
casualties of any in the city 
on 9/11.

“They are extended 
family. They were his fam-
ily,” Rosemary Hunter said 
of the 9/11 families.

Squad 288 and HazMat 
1, within the same building 
on 68th Street, lost 19 mem-
bers in total in the terrorist 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center.

“They were the first 
ones on the scene. They 
went right through the 
[Queens Midtown] Tunnel,” 
Sean Hunter said.

This year, about 100 
people gathered at the Mas-
peth Memorial Park, at 
69th Street and Grand Av-
enue, Saturday for a solemn 
ceremony, which included 
the laying of wreaths, po-
etry readings and a musi-
cal performance by Liz and 
Bill Huisman.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) and state 
Assemblywoman Marga-
ret Markey (D-Ridgewood) 
both spoke, and relatives 
of the firefighters placed 
small flags in front of a me-
morial, which features a 
piece of steel from Ground 

Zero.
After the ceremony, 

the Hunters brought their 
son Timothy, 3, up to the 
memorial to take photos 
with a miniature flag bear-
ing Joe Hunter’s name.

“I want him to know 
what the history is,” Sean 
Hunter said. “It means 
a lot to us that he should 
know about it and keep the 
history alive and keep the 
memory alive and never 
forget 9/11.”

From the memorial, 
the Manhattan skyline is 
visible on a clear day.

Rosemary Hunter said 
her family is grateful for 
the opportunity to com-
memorate at the place her 
brother-in-law loved most, 
and credited Maspeth Fed-
eral Savings, which holds 
the annual remembrance, 
for continuing to do so 12 
years later.

“This was his fire-
house. He loved being here. 
He loved coming here. He 
would even come here just 
to study,” Sean Hunter 
said.

In the days following 
9/11, Sean Hunter spotted 
his brother in a news clip 
of firefighters heading into 
the World Trade Center be-
fore the towers fell.

“So to see him con-
fident, looking up at the 
building — he kept on walk-
ing past the cameras — that 
gave us a lot of courage and 
hope,” he said.

BY PHIL CORSO

Twenty-five street 
signs throughout northeast 
Queens sported red, white 
and blue wreaths this week 
in honor of Sept. 11 heroes, 
courtesy of state Sen. Tony 
Avella’s (D-Bayside) annual 
memorial motorcade, but 
one particular stop was 
added to the route just this 
year.

Bayside mother Talat 
Hamdani has been fight-
ing for more than a decade 
to see her son, Mohammad 
Salman Hamdani, included 
at the 9/11 Memorial site as 
a casualty of the attacks.

The Pakistani-born 
cadet and emergency medi-
cal technician died after he 
hurried toward the wreck-
age at the World Trade 
Center, but was misidenti-
fied as a terrorist when his 
remains were discovered 
at Ground Zero. The New 
York Police Department 
corrected the mistake soon 
after and the city gave him 
a hero’s burial.

And though Talat 
Hamdani has yet to achieve 
her main goal, the mother-
turned activist celebrated 
a different milestone this 
year, pushing to rename 
the road where her family 
lived for more than 25 years 
at 204th Street off 35th Av-
enue.

The intersection, 
which should be officially 
named in Hamdani’s honor 
next month, was the latest 
of 25 stops mapped out along 
Avella’s annual memorial 
wreath tour. The senator 
stopped there Monday 
morning to publicly honor 
the man described by his 
mother as an all-American 

teenager, “Star Wars” fan 
and football player at Bay-
side High School.

“It took time for justice 
to be delivered. That’s the 
bottom line,” Talat Ham-
dani said. “I had to fight it. 
I really had to reach out, go 
out and speak up on his be-
half. It’s nice to see.”

The senator and his 
staff fastened wreaths at in-
tersections from Little Neck 
through Flushing, paying 
tribute to Queens natives 
who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. In Whitestone, 
a street corner was deco-
rated in honor of 22-year-
old James E. Prevete, who 
joined the U.S. forces after 
9/11 and died in the line of 
duty nearly nine years ago 
while serving in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.

“The men and women 
who went to work on 9/11 
became martyrs in the 
cause of freedom, and the 
many firefighters and po-
lice officers that are on our 
motorcade today became 

heroes as they rushed into 
the two buildings to res-
cue as many people as they 
could,” Avella said. “And 
James went to war on be-
half of all those people.”

Jean Prevete, James’ 
mother, became choked 
up as the senator and his 
staff fastened the decora-
tive wreath to the street 
sign at the northeast cor-
ner of 147th Place and 5th 
Avenue.

“Jimmy always said 
he didn’t want to be forgot-
ten,” Jean Prevete said. 
“And thanks to Tony, he 
won’t be.”

The hero’s friends and 
neighbors also paid tribute 
to his service in the form of 
a commemorative plaque, 
displayed proudly on the 
front porch of the Prevetes’ 
147th Place home.

The motorcade also in-
cluded recognition for Bay-
side’s Glenn J. Travers Sr. 
9/11 Memorial Way, Fire-
fighter Andrew Christo-
pher Brunn Street, Arthur 

Warren Scullin Way, Capt. 
Vincent F. Giammona Way, 
Capt. James J. Corrigan 
Way, Lt. Peter J. Farrakopf 
Place and Michael D. Mul-
lan FDNY Way.

Joining Prevete at 
Avella’s Whitestone stops 
were wreaths for fallen 
Firefighters Thomas Gard-
ner, Scott Kopytko, Michael 
Cawley, Michael Carlo, Carl 
Asaro and Sergio Gabriel 
Villanueva.

Flushing stops in-
cluded Dominick J. Berardi 
Way, Thomas A. Casoria 
Way, Michael J. Elferis 
Street, Michael Haub Road, 
Lawrence T. Stack Street, 
Thomas J. Shubert Avenue, 
Jennifer Y. Wong Way and 
William M. Feehan Tri-
angle.

Firefighter Timothy 
M. Welty Street was Avel-
la’s only Auburndale stop, 
as was Christopher Racan-
iello 9/11 Memorial Way in 
Little Neck.

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) hugs Jean Prevete after a moment of silence in honor of her son, 22-year-
old James E. Prevete, in Whitestone. Photo by Christina Santucci

Timothy Hunter touches flags 
placed at a Maspeth memorial. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Avella honors 9/11 heroes
Senator adds Bayside stop to annual memorial motorcade

Maspeth fi refi ghter 
lives on at fi rehouse

sign bearing young Benja-
min’s name.

Dozens of Sunnyside 
residents joined Van Bram-
er — U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria) and state As-
semblywoman Cathy Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood) — for the 
ceremony.

“The Wheelers are 
very special people and 
our neighborhood is very 
special,” Van Bramer said. 
“They moved to Connecti-
cut, but the love they left 
behind is still so incredibly 

strong in this community.”
Many attendees wore 

green, which was Benja-
min’s favorite color, and 
Van Bramer said he select-
ed his tie for that reason.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
been at a street renaming 
of more significance than I 
am today,” Crowley said be-
fore describing Benjamin’s 

love of the No. 7 train.
“It’s really special that 

we rename this street Ben-
jamin Wheeler Place, and 
the 7 train will go back and 
forth, back and forth,” Van 
Bramer said of the subway, 
which runs on elevated 
tracks along Queens Boule-
vard. “It will be a beautiful, 
beautiful thing.”

Continued from Page 24 

Wheeler



BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

The history of New York City’s water-
front includes both palatial summer homes 
and anonymous pine caskets buried in a 
potter’s field.

New York’s enormous coastline teems 
with inlets, barrier islands and marshy 
fields that all merge to help form the narra-
tive of the city and its residents. 

“It tells the story of New York; its in-
dustry, culture, immigration and food,” 
said Elizabeth Albert, assistant professor 
of Fine Arts at St. John’s University. “It’s 

all the things we care about in New York.”
What started as Albert’s research for a 

possible lesson has blossomed into “Silent 
Beaches, Untold Stories: New York City’s 
Forgotten Waterfront,” a mixed-media ex-
hibit now at St. John’s Dr. M. T. Geoffrey 
Yeh Art Gallery. 

The show includes historic photo-
graphs, prints, maps, drawings and films 
from such diverse places as the Rockaways, 
Newtown Creek, Staten Island and the 
Bronx. Each piece was created by a diverse 
group ranging from artists to government 
agencies. 

Three years ago, Albert wandered 
through the Museum of Modern Art’s ar-
chitecture and design galleries during a 
show where artists created a re-imagined 
New York City coastline. The following 
year, she stumbled upon Underwater New 
York, a website dedicated to art created 
around real objects discovered under the 
surface of the Hudson and East rivers and 
New York Harbor, including a complete 
skeleton of a giraffe found near the Verra-
zano Bridge. 

As Albert spent time looking into the 
city’s waterfront, she quickly realized there 
was a lot about her hometown she knew 
nothing about. She also started to wonder 
what had occurred to change the way resi-
dents connect with the waterfront. 

“So many places have gone from re-

sort to neglected,” said Albert. 
One such locale is part of what is now 

Gateway National Recreation and is the 
resting ground for bottles, bones and other 
items from a nearby landfill. 
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NEW YORK STORIES: 
Just add water
St. John’s University exhibit examines neglected, 

forgotten places along city’s vast coastline
Continued on Page 34

IF YOU GO
Silent Beaches, Untold Stories: New 
York’s Forgotten Waterfront

Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
St. John’s University, 8000 Utopia Parkway, 
Jamaica Estates
When: Through Nov. 9, Tuesday - Friday, 10 
am - 5 pm; Saturday, Noon - 5 pm
Contact: (718) 990-7476

“The Edgemere Landfill” by Nathan Kensinger shows bottles from a breached landfill that have washed up on a Rockaways peninsula beach. This photograph from 1905 (r.) shows children from the Bethlehem 
Orphan Asylum on the beach in College Point near the Chilton Paint Factory. Photos courtesy St. John’s University Dr. M.T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery
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71-28 Cooper Avenue  |  Glendale, New York 11385  
718–821–8401  |  www.edisonplaceny.com

TWO WEEKENDS

* CLOSED FOR PRIVATE EVENT SATURDAY, SEPT. 21ST * 

KICKOFF PARTY
WITH MUSIC FROM 

JOHN WEBER9/19
WRAP UP PARTY

WITH MUSIC FROM 
PA PA BAVARIAN 
SINGERS9/29

THURSDAY, SEPT. 19TH - SUNDAY, SEPT. 22ND

THURSDAY, SEPT. 26TH - SUNDAY, SEPT. 29TH

BEER AND FOOD SPECIALS ALL WEEKEND LONG

Answers in Sports
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After more than three 
decades running the show 
in Wall Street executive 
dining rooms and Fifth 
Avenue penthouses, Niko-
laus Christmann knows a 
successful social evening 
begins with a drink.

“It is a wonderful 
feeling for the guests to 
see the host in a festive 
mood,” Christmann said 
over coffee and croissants 
on the balcony of his Ja-
maica apartment. “The 
host should have a glass of 
something already when 
the guest arrive. The host 
really needs to be a role 
model for a good time.”

Part Miss Manners, 
Emily Post and Martha 
Stewart, Christmann re-
cently published “The But-
ler’s Dinner Stories,” in 
which he offers advice and 

anecdotes to help any host or 
hostess sally forth through 
any gathering’s hiccup.

In the book, Christ-
mann describes real-life 
scenarios of misplaced 

salad dressing lids, cherry 
sauce spilled on white linen 
tablecloths and up-dos lit 
afire by candles. 

On Sunday, Christ-
mann will appear at King 
Manor Museum for a book 
signing and to share some 
of the stories in the book. 

“I explain the situa-
tion, set up a scene, then 
give a comment at the 
end,” said Christmann. “I 
want to take the fear out of 
entertaining. You look at 
those entertainment books 
and the photos are picture-
perfect. Of course, they’re 
picture-perfect. You have 
a crew of people working 
hours on them.”

Christmann has been 
working on his hosting 
skills since his first jobs 
in restaurants in his home-
town on the Mosel River in 
Germany. Before long, he 
found himself at the Ritz 

Hotel in Paris where he 
worked as a commis d’etage 
— basically a room service 
waiter on the hotel’s most 
exclusive floor. During his 
time at the Ritz, he met 
dozens of influential and 
famous New Yorkers, who 
encouraged him to ditch 
Europe and come to the Big 
Apple. 

“I had a really difficult 
time in New York at first,” 
said Christmann. “There 
was really big culture 
shock, especially with the 
food.”

In the days before the 
influx of Korean grocery 
stores, city residents had 
few choices for fresh fruits 
and vegetables, said Christ-
mann. 

“Most people don’t 
remember the grocery 
stores,” he said. “The qual-
ity was really, really bad.”

He had better luck 

landing a job as driver, 
cook and housekeeper for 
a Huntington, L.I. family. 
It was a friendly environ-
ment, said Christmann, 
and he learned a lot. But 
more importantly, the posi-
tion allowed him to earn a 
green card. 

The Huntington gig 
also introduced him to the 
world of service jobs at the 

The butler did it with plenty of style and grace
Jamaica resident relates tales of his life behind the scenes providing top-notch service

Continued on Page 34

Jamaica resident Nikolaus Christmann recently published a book 
sharing stories about his life as a butler in New York City 

 Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

IF YOU GO
The Butler’s Dinner 
Stories

When: Sunday, Sept. 15, 
from 3 pm- 5 pm
Where: King Manor 
Museum, 150-03 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.
org

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts
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Albert said the land-
fill, capped in 1953, has 
been breached by decades 
of storms. Today, she said, 
when the tide comes in, it 
pulls more junk out and de-
posits it along the coastline. 

Some of those objects 
are now part of the exhib-
it in a glass and wooden 
showcase. A 1920s rubber 
doll lies next to a rust-en-
crusted revolver. 

Photos created by Na-
than Kensinger show in 
great detail these beaches 
line with bottles from end 
to end.

Kensigner’s work is 
contemporary, with many 
images made in the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy, 
but Albert has also includ-
ed plenty of historic views 
as well.

In a photograph from 
1905, Jacob F. Weiners Jr. 
captures a group of chil-
dren from the Bethlehem 
Orphanage standing on 
the water’s edge in Col-
lege Point with the Chilton 
Paint Factory in the back-
ground. 

Another image in 
the exhibit shows smartly 

dressed women in long 
skirts and men wearing 
straw boaters strolling the 
boardwalk in the Rock-
aways past the thriving 
commercial strip.

“Most of those old ho-
tels are gone now,” said 
Albert. “This photo shows 
what the Rockaways once 
were and may be again.”

Other old photos de-
tail a darker history of the 
city’s waterfront. 

Nature in the form of 
twisting vines and over-
grown trees has reclaimed 
North Brother Island, a 
20-acre parcel near Rikers 

Island that once housed 
infectious disease patients 
including Typhoid Mary. 

Mary Mallon was the 
first known healthy carrier 
of typhoid fever, which she 
spread through her work as 
a cook. 

Eventually Mallon was 
confined to a small cottage 
on North Brother Island 
with only a dog for a com-
panion. Officials later re-
leased her on the condition 
she never work as a cook 
again. However, after quick-
ly disobeying the order, Mal-
lon found herself back on the 
island where she remained 
until her death. 

Death is also the main 
subject of Melinda Hunt 

 28.  Volume units
 29.  Elevated dwelling
 30.  Less irrational
 32.  'It's a Wonderful Life'  
  director
 35.  Office job category
 36.  Conferred
 38.  Rat-___ (drumming  
  sound)
 39.  Auctioneer's word
 41.  Most withered
 42.  Mickey or Andy
 44.  More desertlike
 45.  Do a cashier's job
 46.  Part of a diamond
 47.  Pile of wood for a final fire
 48.  Man in Milan
 49.  Boston's is about 42.36  
  (abbr.)
 50.  Certain NCOs

 53.  MapQuest suggestion:  

  Abbr.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
September 13-19, 2013

By Ed Canty

At the Zoo

Across

 1.  Kind of opera
 5.  "Mack the Knife" vocalist
 10.  Budding entrepreneurs,  
  for short
 14.  Savvy about
 15.  Franco's January
 16.  Counting-out rhyme  
  starter
 17.  One who likes to caulk?
 19.  It may be filed and painted
 20.  Battle of the Bulge setting
 21.  Rejects a lover
 23.  Snake's loop
 24.  Hollywood V.I.P.
 25.  Pie nuts
 28.  Ol' Blue Eyes' family
 31.  Remove chemically
 32.  Use a sled
 33.  'For' vote
 34.  Donnie and Marie, e.g.
 35.  Summer camp item
 36.  Rural structure
 37.  Liquor bill
 38.  European peaks, to Pierre
 39.  "Aladdin" spirit
 40.  Sleazy lawyers
 42.  Coach's list
 43.  '... you could -- pin drop'
 44.  "Just ---"
 45.  First sound of impact?
 47.  Yours and mine
 51.  Porter, for one
 52.  Raising a false alarm
 54.  Iowa college town
 55.  "___ Grows in Brooklyn"
 56.  Apple originally marketed  
  to schools
 57.  Word after love or empty
 58.  Skeptical
 59.  Finishes an "i"

Down

 1.  Hard-hitting guy in  
  Chicago
 2.  A real beaut
 3.  Hardly any
 4.  Skunks
 5.  Mr. Wilson's tormentor
 6.  Cordero in the saddle
 7.  Arena arbiters
 8.  Nest egg, for short
 9.  Balderdash
 10.  Ravel's "___ Antique"
 11.  Memorable Alabama coach
 12.  Have ___ (know someone)
 13.  Parts of a wd.
 18.  Hole ___
 22.  Mil. group
 24.  Hellos and goodbyes,  
  Italian-style
 25.  Ants and roaches
 26.  A biblical name for God
 27.  Compartments for a  
  Chicago team ?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BE SEASONAL
L A U R A A S S B A S E R
A S S E T L O T A C U T E
B A S S O A R E R E M U S
S P R I N G S T E E N M I T

S I R P R O F E S S
N E A T N E S S E W E R
O R U G A U N T L A T E R
G O T O T R A I L T I M E
S O U N D F I N I S M I D

M E R L L E V E R E T S
M A N G O E S E N E
E S L W I N T E R H A V E N
S T E P S A R R O L I V E
A R A G E R A E R E N E W
S O F A S E M S A R E N T

financial giants in lower 
Manhattan. 

“At one of the larger 
dinner parties there, the 
Misses had hired an extra 
waiter and he introduced 
me to Wall Street executive 
dining rooms,” said Christ-
mann. 

Christmann found 
his way to Lehman Broth-
ers and eventually worked 
up to maître d’, overseeing 
a staff of 20 and serving 
dinner to 140 people a day. 
Along the way, he said, he 
learned about proper eti-
quette from watching the 
senior executives eat. 

“They were all gentle-
men. I picked up tips about 
how to eat and what to do,” 
said Christmann. “They 
also acknowledged you, we 

weren’t just workers.”
Eventually Christ-

mann decided to freelance 
in other dining rooms while 
he obtained a bachelor’s de-
gree in business from York 
College with plans to run 
his own executive spot. 

But as the times 
changed so did executive 
dining rooms. The three-
martini lunches were no 
longer de rigueur and the 
opulence of the rooms be-
gan to ebb. 

“The scene had 
changed. They were not as 
glamorous,” said Christ-
mann. “I’m in the business 
of well-being and satisfac-
tion and not in the business 
of counting capers.”

Instead he turned his 
attention back to school 
and earned a master’s in 
education from Hunter Col-
lege. He taught social stud-
ies for a year at a Catholic 
school in Queens, but real-
ized his heart wasn’t in it 

and he longed to get back 
to overseeing social events 
and parties.

“It’s a great feeling 
to do a job that is appreci-
ated,” said Christmann. “I 
like the fact that the guest 
is having a good time and 
part of that is me providing 
good service.”

Although he plans on 
writing a book that deals 
with the mechanics of serv-
ing others, for now he is fo-
cused on “The Butler’s Din-
ner Stories” and helping 
would-be hosts and hostess 
see there is no crisis that 
they can’t overcome during 
the course of an evening. 
Not even if one of their 
guests catches on fire.

“I know where the fire 
extinguishers are,” said 
Christmann. “There is 
nothing you can’t recover 
from. I want people to see 
things do happen. You solve 
them without calling atten-
tion to them.”

Continued from Page 33

Continued from Page 31

The butler

Silent Beaches and Joel Sternfeld’s images 
and films about Hart Island 
and its cemetery.

Four times a week, the 
city’s unclaimed dead are 
ferried across to this small 
island located where the 
East River meets Long Is-
land Sound. Prisoners from 
Rikers bury these remains, 
placed in plain wooden 
boxes, in mass graves. The 

Department of Corrections 
estimates that 800,000 peo-
ple are buried here. 

Albert includes a dip-
tych by Hunt that includes 
public records obtained 
through the Freedom of In-
formation Act with images 
of prisoners performing a 
mass burial in February 
1992. 

For Albert, the Hart 

Island images sum up what 
she set out to accomplish 
with this exhibit: spark 
discussion about the impor-
tance of the waterfront to 
the city and its inhabitants. 

“This started out just 
for my class, but I wanted 
other people to know,” said 
Albert. “This exhibition 
just scratches the surface. 
There is so much more.”

Visitors stroll along the Rockaway boardwalk in this photo. 
Photo courtesy St. John’s University Dr. M.T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Galley



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 13-19, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35Filmmakers take on bullies at LIC screening

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When filmmakers 
Raymond Deane and Phill 
Hammond were finishing 
up their first movie “Tra-
vail,” the daily newspapers 
were loaded with stories 
providing the idea for their 
next project. 

“There were a lot of 
kids who were committing 
suicide because of bullying,” 
said Hammond.

Hammond, who serves 
as producer, believes bul-
lying is at an-all time high 
especially when it involves 
gay, lesbian and trans-gen-
der youth. Neither he nor 
Deane is gay, but the two 
wanted to address the issue 
of bullying, particularly 
homophobic taunting. So 
being filmmakers, they fig-
ured the best way to do that 
was to write and produce 
a new movie called “Red 
Head Randy.”

“We were like, let’s 
think of a film where a kid 

is bullied, but with a twist,” 
said Hammond. “It’s a hor-
ror twist to make it more ap-
pealing to kids and teens.”

On Sunday, the two 
filmmakers will premiere 
the movie’s trailer in Long 
Island City as the first stop 
in their Red Head Randy 
Stand Up to Bullying Tour. 

In the movie, Randy is 
bullied every day at school 
because he is gay. It gets to a 
point where he sees suicide 
as the only way out. But 
before he kills himself, he 
vows to get revenge on all 
his tormentors. And that’s 
exactly what he does. 

“He does come back 
for revenge, but it’s really 
about teaching the bullies a 
lesson,” said Hammond. 

For instance, one of 
Randy’s bullies is a pretty 
classmate who values her 
looks above all else. Ran-
dy’s revenge leaves her 
scarred and without her 
all-too-important beauty. 

“It’s revenge with a les-

son,” said Hammond. “Les-
sons will be learned by the 
end of the movie.”

And it’s not just kids 
who are the bullies, said 

Hammond. 
The school’s principal 

and basketball coach behave 
just as badly as some of the 
teens by ignoring Randy’s 

plight, said Hammond. 
“Basically, we are 

building on the concept 
that bullies can be from 
one kid to a bunch of kids 

and even parents can be 
bullies,” he said. 

Deane directed the 
script co-written by the two 
filmmakers and started 
shooting this past January. 

The film is populated 
by dozens of young actors 
who were required to share 
a common trait: each one 
needed to be the victim of 
some type of bullying. 

Along with unveiling 
the movie’s trailer, Ham-
mond expects a few special 
celebrity guests at Sunday’s 
events. Anyone interested 
in attending the preview 
this weekend should RSVP 
to either raymonddean-
efilms.com or to Red Head 
Randy’s Facebook page. 

After this weekend, 
the two filmmakers plan on 
entering the movie into fes-
tivals and continuing the 
conversation on bullying. 

“We were like, let’s do 
a film to attract a teen audi-
ence and build awareness,” 
said Hammond.

A scene from Raymond Deane and Phill Hammond’s movie “Red Head Randy” explores the issue of 
teenage bullying. Photo courtesy Raymond Deane Films
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SATURDAY,  
Sept. 21, 2013

Concert at 8:00 PM
Wine & Cheese Reception at 7:30

Steven Graff made his concerto debut 

with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

and is the recipient of numerous dis-

tinguished awards and glowing critical 

praise. Graff has performed at Weill, 

Zankel and Stern Auditorium at Carnegie 

Hall, Lang Recital Hall and the Kaye 

Playhouse at Hunter College, Merkin and 

Alice Tully Hall in New York City and 

his performances have been broadcast 

on New York radio stations WQXR and 

WNCN, and Chicago’s WFMT.

CELEBRATION HALL
THE CENTER AT MAPLE GROVE CEMETERY

127-15 Kew Gardens Road
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

TICKETS (Limited Seating)  
$25, $20 for Seniors, $15 for members

Call (347) 878 6614 to make reservations
Checks payable to Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery

FREE PARKING HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

www.friendsofmaplegrove.org

Email: info@friendsofmaplegrove.org

THE LHEVINNE CLASSICAL 
CONCERT SERIES 

Featuring the talents of 

PIANIST STEVEN GRAFF
Presented by

Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery 

World-class pianists Josef and Rosina  

Lhevinne, interred at Maple Grove Cemetery, 

immigrated to America and started their celebrated 

teaching careers in 1924 at the Juilliard School.  

“Music is where there is harmony, order and proportion.”

A SUPERNOVA PRODUCTION

This event may be video recorded.  
Your image may be used on the Internet.

PRODUCTIONS

“Polanski Polanski” — Actor 
Grant Neale in a one-man 
performance that imagines 
three threshold moments from 
the brilliant, controversial — and 
some would say criminal — 
director’s life. 
When: Through Sept. 21, 
Thursday - Saturday, 8 pm; 
Sunday, 3 pm; additional shows 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 8 pm and 
Monday, Sept. 16, 8 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/students and 
seniors
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.org

“A View From the Bridge” — 
Arthur Miller’s drama explores 
issues of love, belonging and 
betrayal. It centers around Eddie 
Carbone, an Italian-American 
longshoreman living in Brooklyn 
with his wife and his orphaned 
17-year-old niece.
When: Through Sept. 21; 
Thursday - Saturday, 8 pm; 
Sunday, Sept. 15, 3 pm; Saturday, 
Sept. 21, 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City

Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Act One: One Act” — A 
competition style one-act 
play festival where each week 
teams of actors, directors and 
playwrights will advance to the 
fi nal round through audience 
votes. 
When: Through Sept. 22; 
Thursday - Friday, 8 pm; Saturday, 
4 pm and 8 pm; Sunday, 4 pm 
and 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Agatha Christie’s A Murder 
is Announced” — Theatre Time 
Productions presents a murder 
mystery involving a newspaper 
advertisement announcing the 
upcoming crime, a house full 
of guests who think it’s all a 
game and the defi nitive Christie 
detective, Miss Jane Marple. 
When: Sept. 20 - Sept. 29, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside
Cost: $16, $14/seniors and 

students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“Boeing, Boeing” — The 
Rockaway Theatre Co. presents 
Marc Camoletti’s Boulevard 
comedy centers on swinging 
1960s bachelor Bernard who 
juggles three stewardesses, who 
each believe they’re engaged to 
him, whenever their work brings 
them to Paris. All goes well, until 
his friend Robert and the three 
women show up at the same 
time.
When: Sept. 20-22, Sept. 27-29 
and Oct. 4-6; Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $15, $12/seniors, students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call for information: 718.260.4521

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI 
AND BIANCA FORTIS
 
Four families required 

emergency housing after a 
massive blaze tore through 
their Middle Village homes 
Monday night, according to 
officials from the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

About 200 firefight-
ers were called to the five-
alarm fire, which officials 
believe began at 78-15 68th 
Ave. at about 8:30 p.m. It 
took firefighters two hours 
to get the inferno under 
control in a line of attached 
houses, a spokesman for the 
Fire Department said.

Ten firefighters suf-
fered minor injuries bat-
tling the fire, the spokes-
man said.

The Bravest who were 
hurt mostly had bumps and 
bruises and were taken to 
area hospitals, the FDNY 
spokesman said.

Six homes were af-
fected with various degrees 
of damage, and the blaze 
was under investigation by 

the fire marshals but not 
deemed suspicious, fire of-
ficials said.

The Red Cross provid-
ed housing to eight adults 
and six children, and ser-
vices to several others, 
according to Michael de 
Vulpillieres, a Red Cross 
communications officer.

In total, the Red Cross 
connected with 25 adults 
and 16 children, some as 
young as 2, according to the 
Red Cross. There were also 
two cats and a dog affected 

by the fire. Some families 
were able to find their own 
housing, Vulpillieres said.

There were no serious 
injuries or fatalities report-
ed. Other than housing, the 
Red Cross also provided 
financial assistance and 
counseling services.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) an-
nounced Tuesday that all 
three of his district offices 
will be used as collection 
sites for supplies for the 
families.

Doctors Without Bor-
ders was contacted to help 
victims who lost medica-
tions in the fire, a spokes-
woman for Addabbo said.

Supplies to help clean 
up the site are also in need, 
according to the Red Cross.

Addabbo issued a 
statement immediately fol-
lowing the fire and sent his 
thoughts and prayers to the 
victims of the blaze, saying 
he and his office staff were 
prepared to assist them.

“My appreciation to all 
those emergency respond-
ers for their efforts in sav-
ing property and, mostly 
importantly, lives,” the 
statement said.

Those affected by 
emergencies who are in 
need of Red Cross services 
can call 877-Red-Cross.

The locations of Add-
abbo’s offices are 66-85 73rd 
Place in Middle Village, 
159-53 102nd St. in Howard 
Beach and 88-08 Rockaway 
Beach Blvd., Room 311 in 
Rockaway Beach.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Residents of a quiet 

street in Woodhaven were 
reeling last week after 
a teen died when he was 
struck by the model heli-
copter he was operating.

Roman Pirozek Jr., 19, 
was attempting to complete 
a stunt with a large model 
helicopter in Calvert Vaux 
Park in Brooklyn when the 
machine turned toward 
him and hit him. It sliced 
off the top of his head and 
part of his shoulder, police 
said. The accident occurred 
at about 3:30 p.m. Sept. 5.  
He was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

Officials were investi-
gating the accident.

Pirozek was an avid 
flyer who had picked up 
the hobby from his father. 
He frequently posted items 

about the hobby on social 
media and had several vid-
eos on a YouTube channel 
from previous flights that 
showed him performing 
complicated maneuvers.

In a July 15 tweet 
Pirozek said he missed fly-
ing and that he was “really 
in the mood to fly again just 
like I did all weekend.”

Model aircraft similar 
to Pirozek’s retail for about 
$1,000.

The park in which 
Pirozek was flying is known 
for its model aircraft field, 
located at 26th and Cropsey 
avenues, where enthusiasts 
go to fly their machines.

The field is used by 
members of the Seaview 
Rotary Wings, a local chap-
ter of the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics, with which 
both Pirozek and his father 
were affiliated.

A man who answered 
the door at Pirozek’s home 
Friday declined to com-
ment.

The family’s neighbor, 
Victor Tommaso, said he 
has known the family for 
years.

“It’s really put a damp-
er on the whole block,” he 
said.

He said he saw Pirozek 
loading up a station wagon 

that day at about 11 a.m. 
with the helicopter.

“I waved, and he waved 
back,” Tommaso said last 
Friday. “To think I just saw 
him yesterday and then 
five hours later he’s gone. 
That was his ambition, and 
he loved it. It was his hobby. 
His father’s, too.”

Tommaso said Pirozek 
had graduated from the 
High School for Construc-
tion Trades, Engineer-
ing and Architecture and 
worked in cargo at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port.

Pirozek was an expert 
in both flying and repair-
ing the machines, Tom-
maso said.

“I thought it was a nice 
hobby,” he said. “I didn’t re-
alize how dangerous it is.”

Roman Pirozek, Jr., 19, was an 
avid flyer.

A nighttime blaze destroyed several homes in Middle Village 
Monday night. Photo by Richard York

Teen dies in model aircraft accident

Fire tears through houses 
Four families left homeless in aftermath of Middle Village blaze
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BY PHIL CORSO

What started as a small 
group of Bayside activists 
who had heard enough of 
the rising airplane noise 
over their homes has since 
exploded into a borough-
wide effort against the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion, and their efforts were 
further validated when 
Community Board 11 voted 
to stand behind them.

Janet McEneaney, 
president of Queens Quiet 
Skies, said the group was 
now working on establish-
ing itself as an advocacy 
group for all of Queens, not 
just the northeast sector. 
The group has been grow-
ing organically since its 
inception last year and has 
surpassed all expectations, 
she said.

“We keep having more 
and more people coming to 
us from all over Queens. 
It’s caused us to really step 
back and think about what 

it is we’re doing,” McE-
neaney said. “Our goal now 
is to organize ourselves 
outside of just northeast 
Queens and help everyone 
affected by this.”

What she was refer-
ring to was an ongoing and 
drastic influx of jet noise 
overhead, which residents 
of the borough said was 
never the norm and has the 
potential to reduce proper-
ty values. The fight against 
the FAA has virtually con-
sumed Queens Quiet Skies 
and has several different 
facets, included one which 
CB 11 passed a resolution in 
favor of Monday night.

In their first meeting 
since returning from sum-
mer recess, CB 11 members 
passed a resolution urg-
ing Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to sign a bill that would 
require the Port of Author-
ity of New York and Jersey 
to conduct a noise and land 
use compatibility study, 
potentially shedding light 

on the increase in airliner 
noise.

“Any message to the 
governor that we’re out 
here wanting him to take 
care of his constituents will 
be helpful,” McEneaney 
said of the support. “That’s 
why we think everyone 
should write to the gover-
nor and explain that we 
voted. The airlines and the 
Port Authority do not vote 
— we do.”

The resolution was 
written in reaction to a cat-
egorical exclusion the FAA 

issued itself after changing 
its air traffic patterns over 
northeast Queens in accor-
dance with the NextGen 
flight procedures, which 
create a more precise and 
predictable path for planes 
to follow. The move ulti-
mately allowed the FAA to 
excuse itself from conduct-
ing a proper study of how 
any changes might affect 
residents.

The FAA took its prac-
tice of removing itself from 
environmental studies one 
step further last month 

when the agency tried to al-
ter its environmental policy 
in implementing new flight 
paths throughout the coun-
try. The agency released 
a draft of order 1050.1F — 
Policies and Procedures for 
Considering Environmen-
tal Impacts, which includes 
a proposal to allow for a 
similar categorical exclu-
sion to NextGen implemen-
tation nationwide. Accord-
ing to the proposal, studies 
would only be conducted if 
FAA administrators see fit 
without soliciting any pub-

lic comment.
The FAA said there 

would be a public comment 
period for the draft order 
through Sept. 30, during 
which time residents can 
submit comments to the 
agency through regula-
tions.gov docket number 
FAA-2013-0685. McEneaney 
said she and her group 
would be sure to speak up.

“Every other agency 
in America has to be sub-
ject to review under a feder-
al statute, that if an action 
they take has an impact 
on the environment or the 
life of people living nearby, 
then there has to be some 
sort of environmental as-
sessment of it,” McEneaney 
said. “For the NextGen pro-
cedures, there hasn’t been. 
The only judgment will be 
the judgment of the FAA.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Community Board 11 is standing behind Queens Quiet Skies in urging Gov. Andrew Cuomo to sign leg-
islation forcing the Port Authority to conduct a noise study.

Queens Quiet Skies draws support across boro
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charges and Wills was in-
vestigated regarding a non-
profit he ran, though no 
charges were ever filed.  

He said his re-election 
served as a rejection of neg-
ative campaigning and an 
affirmation of his work in 
the community.

“Our communities are 
tired of hearing this nega-
tive, negative, negative,” he 
said. “This is an affirma-
tion of what we’ve done in 
the last 30 months.”

Wills said he plans to 
begin his next four-year 
term by revitalizing dor-
mant civic groups and pro-
moting businesses in vital 

corridors throughout the 
district.

“We have a lot of great 
civics. It’s just that a few 
have stopped,” he said. “We 
need to get some new blood 
injected.”

The councilman also 
said he will work to estab-
lish several business im-
provement districts in the 
community.

“With the commercial 
districts — Rockaway, Guy 
R. Brewer, Liberty, Lefferts 
[boulevards] — we want 
to create BIDs in those ar-
eas to help them deal with 
these issues that come up 
every single day,” he said.

BUSINESS

BY BIANCA FORTIS AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Police were still hunt-
ing for a man they believe 
is the perpetrator of six dif-
ferent rapes or attempted 
rapes within the last 2 1/2 
years, all in Forest Park.

The victims range in 
age from 13 to 69, and at-
tacks have taken place as 
early as 9:15 a.m. and as late 
as 6:30 p.m., cops said.

In the most recent at-
tack, which occurred Aug. 
26, a 69-year-old woman 
was struck with a stun 
gun, pushed to the ground 
and raped at about 6:30 p.m. 
near Union Turnpike and 
72nd Street, cops said. She 
was taken to Queens Hos-
pital Center, where she was 
treated and released, the 
NYPD said.

Police initially con-
nected that incident to 
one from March in which 
a 23-year-old woman was 
hit with a stun gun and al-
legedly sexually assaulted 
after she went for a jog in 
Forest Park, police said. 
Authorities said the at-
tempted rape victim was 
taken to the hospital to be 
treated for neck wounds.

Last week police an-
nounced that they had con-
nected both of those attacks 
with four others.

In the first incident in 
March 2011, a 54-year-old 
jogger was grabbed from 
behind by a suspect, who 
threw her to the ground, 

placed a gloved hand over 
her mouth and allegedly 
attempted to pull her pants 
down, police said. When 
the woman fought back, her 
attacker ran away from the 
scene at 80-30 Park Lane S., 
according to cops.

About six months 
later, a 13-year-old girl was 
approached at the corner of 
Park Lane South and Myr-
tle Avenue by a suspect, 
who covered her mouth 
with his hand and threw 
her to the ground before 
allegedly attempting to re-
move the child’s shorts, the 
NYPD said. The girl was 
able to fight off the suspect, 
who fled, police said.

In August 2012, a sus-
pect approached a 34-year-
old woman from behind, 
covered her mouth and al-
legedly fondled her at the 
corner of Woodhaven Boule-
vard and Park Lane South, 
according to cops. When 
the woman screamed, her 
attacker ran, police said.

Three months later, a 
suspect allegedly touched a 
40-year-old jogger, who was 
out running with her dog, 
with his exposed genitalia 
at the corner of Park Lane 
South and Myrtle Avenue 
before fleeing, the NYPD 
said. A $22,000 reward is be-
ing offered for a tip leading 
to the arrest and conviction 
of a suspect.

The city is offering 
$10,000, the Police Depart-
ment is offering another 
$10,000 and an additional 
$2,000 comes from Crime 
Stoppers, who will give the 
money to anyone providing 
information that results in 
an arrest and indictment, 
the NYPD said.

The perpetrator is de-
scribed as a clean-shaven 
white man with light brown 
hair between the ages of 30 
and 40. 

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 800-577-TIPS, 
submit tips by logging on to 
the Crime Stoppers Website 
at crimestoppers.com or 
text info to 274637(CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577.

Police released an updated 
sketch of a man wanted in con-
nection with six sex attacks in 
and around Forest Park. 

Sketch courtesy NYPD

Rape in Forest Park 
linked to 5 sex attacks

who left behind trash or 
urinated in public and on 
private property. Deutsch 
said one of the biggest prob-
lems he observed was police 
setting up barricades that 
prevented residents from 
moving freely through the 
neighborhood.

Residents had been 
told that they would be ac-
commodated and be able 
to pass through as long as 
they showed identification, 

but that was not the case, 
Deutsch said.

Initially, police had 
blocked access to Samuel 
Picker Square Park, which 
sits across from the stadi-
um. In the past locals would 
sit in the park and listen to 
concerts. Access was later 
restored.

Deutsch said resi-
dents, including an elderly 
person trying to get to Rite-
Aid to pick up medication, 
were forced to walk six 
blocks around the area to 
get to Austin Street rather 
than just walk down Burns 

Street.
Meier said he and 

other event organizers will 
meet this month to discuss 
community members’ con-
cerns.

“These people com-
plaining — we hear them,” 
he said. “We have not seen 
or heard anything that can-
not be addressed.”

Deutsch said he and 
the other group members 
hope to meet City Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), members 
of Community Board 6, 
police and others to share 

their concerns.
“We’re not against the 

concerts,” Deutsch said. 
“We know it helps the area, 
and it helps other people. 
We just want some input on 
how it’s going to affect our 
neighborhood.”

Deutsch said once 
residents were able to sit 
in the park, they enjoyed 
themselves. He had no com-
plaints about the music.

“I have people out 
there in their 90s listening 
to Mumford & Sons,” he 
said. “You have to admit 
that’s pretty cool.”

Continued from Page 2 

Concert

ena Williams said “the new 
MTA bus route from LIRR 
Woodside Station to La-
Guardia Airport provides 
a great option for Long Is-
landers and New York City 
residents heading to the 

airport.”
Meanwhile, the MTA 

has given a 20 percent 
boost in service to the Q103, 
which serves the booming 
parts of Long Island City 
and Astoria.

The Q103 is the MTA’s 
fastest-growing bus line.

The increased atten-
tion from the MTA followed 

a campaign by the Riders 
Alliance, a transit advocacy 
agency, and state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
for transit improvements.

The area where ser-
vice has been increased is 
near the East River water-
front and such cultural at-
tractions as Socrates Sculp-
ture Park and the Noguchi 

Museum as well as Queens-
bridge Park.

“As western Queens 
continues to include our 
city’s fastest-growing 
neighborhoods, we need to 
make sure public transpor-
tation keeps up,” Gianaris 
said.

Continued from Page 24 

Buses

their moves in preparation 
for a competition Sept. 21.

“Today is extra be-
cause we try to be the best,” 
said 17-year-old participant 
Ana Mizhquiri.

Lliguicota was born in 
the United States and spent 
six years in Ecuador. While 
in the Latin American na-
tion, he fell in love with the 
culture, food and tradition-
al dances.

There are some added 
benefits to the team: Lli-
guicota met his girlfriend 
of one year through the 
group.

“I found her and I am 
really happy,” he said.

For practice, many 
members sport T-shirts, 
shorts and sneakers, with 
a few of the women wrap-
ping themselves in colorful 
shawls. For competitions 
and presentations, how-
ever, the group dresses in 
elaborate outfits.

Lliguicota said Kay 
Pachak only went to two 
competitions last year 
because they do not have 
transportation and some 
participants have joined 
but later dropped out.

As the weather gets 
colder, the group’s sessions 
must migrate from the 
outdoor parking lot to an 
indoor space, yet to be de-
termined.

“We try to find a way 
to practice,” he said.

Continued from Page 21 
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Wills

who was born and raised in 
the community, said he was 
thrilled by the results.

“We waged a strong 
campaign on the ground 
and that made all the dif-
ference,” he said.

He said he will con-
tinue to work on issues like 
affordable housing, educa-
tion and job creation.

“In the City Council, I 
plan to build on my record 

and deliver the honest, ethi-
cal and progressive leader-
ship that our community 
deserves,” he said.

Reynoso worked as 
a community organizer 
after graduating from col-
lege. He has been chief of 
staff for the outgoing coun-
cilwoman in the district, 
Diana Reyna, since 2009. 
Reyna will leave office be-
cause she has expired her 
term limits.

Lopez spent much of 
his political career advocat-
ing for affordable housing 
and housing rights. In 2010, 

he sponsored an expansion 
of the city’s loft law, which 
gave rights to tenants of 
apartments inside illegally 
converted warehouses and 
factories.

He also served as the 
chairman of the Kings 
County Democratic Com-
mittee from 2005-12.

In Council District 32, 
which represents Ozone 
Park, Howard Beach, Wood-
haven and the Rockaways, 
Lew Simon emerged vic-
torious in the Democratic 
primary. He captured 65.1 
percent of the vote and his 

opponent, William Ruiz, re-
ceived 34.9 percent.

Simon is a teacher and 
founder of the Good Govern-
ment Regular Democratic 
Club. He currently serves 
as the district leader of the 
23rd Assembly District. He 
has previously listed the re-
covery of the Rockaways as 
his most important issue.

Simon will face off 
against the incumbent, 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), in the gen-
eral election Nov. 5.

Continued from Page 9 
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have a voice in City Hall,” 
he said.

Vanel, however, said 
he would not concede the 
race until all of the affida-
vit and emergency paper 
ballots were tallied, which 
could take days.

“We’re going to wait 
until it gets certified. There 
is less than a 400-vote count 
difference, and I don’t know 
how many outstanding bal-
lots there are,” he said. “It’s 
pretty close.”

Comrie has represent-
ed the district, which in-
cludes St. Albans, Cambria 
Heights, Hollis and down-
town Jamaica, for 12 years. 
He said he asked Miller, a 
longtime friend, to consider 

replacing him last year.
Vanel is a community 

activist who last ran for 
state Assembly in 2011 in 
an unsuccessful bid against 
Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village).

Vanel’s ascension 
seems to have defied con-
ventional wisdom in a con-
test that had appeared to be 
a two-horse race between 
Miller and the county Dem-
ocratic Party’s pick, Manny 
Caughman.

In the first citywide 
election since the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s 2010 Citizens 
United decision, outside 
groups poured more money 
into the race than the can-
didates spent themselves.

The real estate-backed 
political action commit-
tee Jobs for New York 
spent $261,533 in support 

of Caughman, who ended 
up in fourth place with 17.2 
percent of the vote. The PAC 
also shelled out $28,040 try-
ing to dissuade voters from 
choosing Vanel and another 
$38,040 to do the same with 
Flowers.

A trio of union PACs 
spent a combined $138,042 
in support of Miller. Out-
side groups spent $460,168 
compared to $214,719 by 
the candidates, according 
to the most recent figures 
from the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board.

Greg Mays, a Commu-
nity Board 12 member and 
founder of the nonprofit A 
Better Jamaica, netted 11.3 
percent of votes and man-
agement consultant Sondra 
Peeden garnered 4.04 per-
cent.

supported Vallone, prob-
ably because the lawmaker 
is widely known in their 
overlapping districts.

Indeed, many voters 
interviewed by TimesLedg-
er Newspapers Tuesday 
said they pulled the lever 
for Vallone in the borough 

president’s race.
But his popularity 

did not trickle down to the 
Council candidate he was 
most closely associated 
with before Constantinides’ 
victory.

Vallone did not en-
dorse any Astoria candi-
dates, but he appeared on 
at least one piece of mail 
sent out by Prentzas, which 
was also handed out by the 

Prentzas team Tuesday. On 
several street corners near 
polling sites, Vallone and 
Prentzas posters could be 
seen stapled to the same 
wooden posts, and a cam-
paign worker wore a shirt 
indicating that Prentzas 
was the only candidate to 
endorse Vallone for bor-
ough president.

Continued from Page 5 
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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the apartments, but it had 
started depositing checks 
before it was authorized to 
do so.

The report also said 

a number of the investors 
were told they were put-
ting a down payment on an 
apartment.

“Many of those who 
provided funds to the ICCC 
informed the inspector gen-
eral that they had been told 
by representatives of the 
ICCC that the monies they 

provided would entitle them 
to a unit in the senior hous-
ing that the ICCC intended 
to build on the Creedmoor 
property,” the report read. 
“Records reflect that the 
ICCC raised over $2 million 
for this endeavor.”

Continued from Page 2 

ICC

“I voted for him be-
cause of integrity, and when 
you handle money, that’s 
especially important,” she 
said.

One voter who sup-
ported Spitzer was Sean 
Mollahan, who pulled the 
lever for the candidate in 
downtown Flushing.

“We feel like there is 
no voice when it comes to 
attacking Wall Street,” he 
said.

In the race for city pub-
lic advocate, two Democrat-
ic candidates are headed to 

a run-off Oct. 1.
State Sen. Daniel 

Squadron (D-Brooklyn) re-
ceived 36 percent of the vote 
and City Councilwoman 
Letitia James collected 33 
percent with 97 percent of 
the vote counted, according 
to AP.

The three other candi-
dates, Reshma Saujani (15 
percent), Catherine Guer-
riero (12.9 percent) and 
Sidique Wai (2.8 percent), 
did not receive enough 
votes to advance to the run-
off. The role of the public 
advocate in New York City 
is to act as a watchdog for 
citizens and ensure they re-
ceive city services.

Squadron is in his 
third term. He represents 
the 26th Senate District, 
which includes the north-
west part of Brooklyn and 
Lower Manhattan.

James serves as coun-
cilwoman for the 35th Dis-
trict, which encompasses 
Clinton Hill, Fort Greene 
and parts of Crown Heights, 
Prospect Heights and Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant.

The current public ad-
vocate, Bill de Blasio, was 
able to use the office as a 
launching pad in his politi-
cal career: On Tuesday he 
won the Democratic prima-
ry election for the mayoral 
race.

Continued from Page 5 
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139-40/48 Queens Blvd,
Jamaica, NY

Just off the corner of
Hillside Ave & Queens Blvd.

1-888-YES-FORD
9     3     7 - 3       6        7      3

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices incl.
all mfr rebates/incentives. Leases incl. 10,500k mi/yr @ .15/mi over. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Total pymts/residuals: Escape $3576/$15,572, C-Max $4776/$22,166, Explorer $5976/$22,429. All offers subj. to approval by primary
lender. *Based on EPA city estimates. Not resp for typo errors or program allowance changes prior to publication. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. NYSDMV#7111090, DCA#1390549. Offers expire 9/19/13.

Se Habla Español

www.FordLincolnOfQueens.com

NEW 2014 FORD
Escape S $149$149auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, stk#ESC41687. $3144
due at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes tax,
title & MV fees. Includes $1000 Ford Com-
petitive Lease Cash.

Lease
For

24
Mos

/Mo NEW 2014 FORD

Explorer 4x4 $249$249auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, stk#EXP40033. $3244
due at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes
tax, title & MV fees. Includes $1000 Ford
Competitive Lease Cash. 

Lease
For

24
Mos

/Mo
NEW 2013 FORD

C-Max Energi SEL $199$199auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, stk#CX31814. $3194 due
at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes tax, title
& MV fees. Includes $1000 Ford Competitive
Lease Cash. Lease

For
24
Mos

/Mo

139-40/48 Queens Blvd,
Jamaica, NY

Just off the corner of
Hillside Ave & Queens Blvd.

1-888-LINCOLN
5 4 6 - 2 6 5 6

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV
fees. Prices incl.all mfr rebates/incentives. Leases incl. 10,500k mi/yr @ .15/mi over. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Total pymts/residuals: MKZ $14,781/$24,095, MKS $17,511/$22,880. All offers subj. to approval
by primary lender. Not resp for typo errors or program allowance changes prior to publication. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. NYSDMV#7111090, DCA#1390549. Offers expire 9/19/13.

Se Habla Español

www.LincolnofQueensBoulevard.com

Showroom Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am - 8 pm; Friday 9 am - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

Showroom Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am - 8 pm; Friday 9 am - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

NEW 2013 Lincoln MKZ AWD
auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, lthr, snrf, htd/cool seats, 102A pkg,
vin#3LDR816411, MSRP $43,810. $379 due at signing, no
sec dep req. Excludes tax, title & MV 
fees. Includes $1500 Lincoln 
Competitive 
Bonus Cash. $379Lease For

100
MPG*e

mo
39
mos

NEW 2013 Lincoln MKS AWD
auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, lthr, snrf, htd/cool seats, SYNC,
vin#1LDG616396, MSRP $45,760. $449 due at 
signing, no sec dep req. Excludes tax, title & MV fees.
Includes $1000 Lincoln 
Competitive 
Bonus Cash. $449Lease For

mo
39
mos

ALL YOU
NEED IS

YOUR FIRST
MONTH

PAYMENT
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BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
A big afternoon from 

running back Deandre 
Ross-Lomax got Flushing’s 
season moving in the right 
direction.

He ran for 185 yards 
and three touchdowns to 
lead the Red Devils to a 31-
21 home win over Grand 
Street in PSAL Champions 
Conference football Satur-
day afternoon. Ross-Lomax 
also added an interception 
that he returned 25 yards 
in the fourth quarter.

“I call him the fran-
chise,” Flushing football 
Coach Jim DeSantis said. 
“I’ll put him up for player 
of the week.”

Flushing’s offense was 
a bit stagnant to start the 
game before Ross-Lomax 
sparked it halfway through 
the second quarter. He 
started running behind the 
huge left side of the offense 
line, particularly juniors 
Emir Mrkulic and Abel 
Joseph. That adjustment 
eventually led to a 45-yard 
scamper from Ross-Lomax 
and set up his one 5-yard 
touchdown run to put 
Flushing on the board.

“They were block-
ing well and I tried to run 
hard and finish and not get 
tired,” he said.

The other two scores 
for Ross-Lomax were both 
in the third quarter, as the 
half back added touchdown 
runs of 5 and 45 yards. 
Quarterback Terrence 
Chavis threw a touchdown 
pass to end that first half 
that gave his team a 17-8 
lead they would never re-
linquish.

“If teams stack the box 
against us, our QB can real-

ly sling it,” DeSantis said.
The other three points 

came from a 25-yard field 
goal by Kevaun Dunn after 
an interception by safety 
Marcus Mendez that set the 
Red Devils up in plus terri-
tory. Dunn was Flushing’s 
Mr. Everything Saturday 
afternoon. He handled the 
punting and kicking duties 
as well as playing safety 
and wide receiver. Dunn re-
corded an interception and 

two receptions on the day.
“He does everything 

for us,” DeSantis said.
The front four for the 

Red Devil’s defense caused 
problems for the Grand 
Street offense all day. They 
got to the quarterback and 
slowed down Grand Street’s 
rushing attack. Flushing 
gave up a couple of late 
touchdowns while resting 
its starters and struggled 
early with penalties on 

both sides of the ball. While 
it didn’t hurt them in the 
long run, limiting them is 
something DeSantis wants 
to improve on off a solid 
win.

“I’d like to try to get 
a little bit of polish offen-
sively and defensively,” 
DeSantis said. “Offensively 
we were a bit sluggish and 
I’d like to pick up the pace a 
little bit and just keep work-
ing towards our goals.”
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BY ELIO VELEZ
  
The final minutes of 

the girls’ soccer game be-
tween Bayside and rival 
Francis Lewis was typical 
of the tense atmosphere 
that always surrounds this 
division rivalry.

The teams were locked 
in a familiarly close con-
test before Bayside broke 
through with virtually the 
final kick of the game. Al-
exa Trontz slipped the ball 
into the net in the 79th min-
ute to secure a 2-1 victory 
for the Commodores over 
host Francis Lewis in both 
team’s Queens A-V opener 
last Sunday.

Bayside Coach Maggie 
Kassimis was both happy 
and relieved after her team 
finally capitalized on the 
type of scoring chance it 
left unfinished most of the 
game.

A first half goal from 
senior Joan Terrado and 
the last second score from 
the junior forward off a 
cross-field pass from junior 
Christina Psomopoulos in-

augurated a new era for the 
Commodores in the coach’s 
mind.

“New faces come in,” 
Kassimis said. “Old faces 
graduate, but we take pride 
in that we never give up 
despite what the circum-
stances are.”

The notable player 
missing on the field is DJ 
Glazer, who scored more 
than 40 goals last season 
and helped Bayside clinch 
a share of the division with 
Francis Lewis and Cardo-
zo. Glazer, now at Marist, 
was not only the top scorer, 
but a player the team heav-
ily leaned on.

The Commodores 
don’t lack the experience, 
however, to contend for 
the division title. Kassimis 
believed the team jelled 
around Glazer last year, 
and players like Trontz 
and Psomopoulos will take 
on leadership roles as cap-
tains. Kayla Triana shined 
on the wing and freshman 
Marcela Aguirre will see 
plenty of time starting at 

Continued on Page 45

Bayside bests Lewis 
on Trontz’s late goal

Flushing beats Grand Street
Red devils top Brooklyn team at season opening game on home fi eld

Flushing’s Deandre Ross carries the ball. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Bayside’s Marcella Aguirre takes a corner kick. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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Harry Villareal is in 
his 25th year as a US Open 
ballperson after nearly not 
making it to his second.

The South Ozone Park 
native, now 38, tried out for 
the job back in 1989 as a 
sophomore at Archbishop 
Molloy High School. He en-
joyed it, but said he didn’t 
love tennis and considered 
not returning. Ultimately, 
when he got invited back 
Villareal decided, what the 
heck.

“I was like, “All right, 
I’m just in high school so I’ll 
just come back,’” he said.

The former Stanners 
track runner hasn’t missed 
the US Open since then and 

is currently the oldest per-
son at the Billie Jean King 
Tennis Center still work-
ing matches on court. He 
was even dubbed a good 
luck charm during Roger 
Federer’s string of four 
straight titles.

Villareal has worked 
nine men’s singles finals, 
including last year’s, and 
can still be seen chasing 
tennis balls at the net at 
some of the event’s biggest 
matches. His all-time favor-
ite is still his first final in 
1994, when a long-haired 
Andre Agassi beat Michael 
Stich for his first crown.

“I have a lot of fun 
just running after the ball, 
believe it or not,” he said. 
“Fundamentally that’s 
what it is.”

The years on the court 
have taken their toll physi-
cally on Villareal, who 
works at Better Technol-
ogy Systems in Chappaqua, 

N.Y. He stopped playing in 
ultimate frisbee summer 
leagues to stay in shape.

He wears two knee 
braces to help him with the 
running and the kneeling 
he has to do while working 

at Arthur Ash Stadium be-
cause of television cameras. 
Villareal will often ice his 
knees on the drive home to 
his Wappinger Falls home 
or to stay with relatives 
who still live in Queens. 

“It’s getting more and more 
difficult,” he said.

That hasn’t stopped 
him from remaining one of 
the top ballpeople at the US 
Open, according to super-
visor Gary Spitz. He called 

Villareal the consummate 
professional and unflap-
pable on the court because 
of his experience. Spitz said 
Villareal is a great example 
to the younger workers 
that you have to treat every 
match with the same im-
portance.

“I wish I had two, three 
dozen Harrys,” Spitz said.

For Villareal being a 
ballperson and working 
with the same people is 
still an enjoyable experi-
ence. No matter how tired 
he is, he said he still gets an 
adrenaline rush each time 
he steps on the court. It is 
why he doesn’t see his time 
at the US Open ending any-
time soon.

“When I can’t do it 
physically, that’s probably 
when I’ll stop,” Villareal 
said. “I’ll try to keep myself 
fit. If the knees hold up, I’ll 
keep doing it.”

Harry Villareal stays low to the ground on Arthur Ashe Stadium while working at one of the men’s 
quarterfinal matches. Photo by Christina Santucci

Ballperson at top of his game after 25 years
South Ozone Park native points to 1994 fi nal between Andre Agassi and Michael Stich as his favorite

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Chris Ray understands 

that soccer scoring chances 
are traditionally at a mini-
mum when Archbishop 
Molloy and St. Francis 
Prep meet, so the Stanners 
junior knows he had better 
make his count.

He didn’t miss his 
chance.

Ray ran a perfect 
through ball up the middle 
of the field from Danny 
Corridan and proceeded 
to chip it over the head of 
charging St. Francis Prep 
keeper Chris Kilcarr in the 
52nd minute for the game’s 
only goal. It was enough 
to give the Stanners a 1-0 
win against their rivals in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Class AA boy’s soccer Mon-
day at Alley Pond Park. It 
was Molloy’s best scoring 

opportunity all afternoon.
“Against a team like 

this you are not going to get 
too many opportunities, so 
when we do get the ball up 
there, we really have to fin-
ish,” Ray said.

It was his third goal of 
the season for the defend-
ing city champion Stanners 
(3-0-0). This one came with 

Denes Kostel, last year’s 
leading scorer out of the 
lineup because of a concus-
sion. Goals like that make 
Stanners Coach Andy Ko-
stel believe Ray is getting 
surer of himself.

“Now he’s getting a 
confidence just like Denes 
did at putting goals in that 

Ray lights way for Molloy 
past rival St. Francis Prep

BY JOHN TOLIS
 
Campus Magnet had 

multiple opportunities to 
take control of the game 
against DeWitt Clinton, but 
couldn’t make it happen.

Even having the ball 
first in overtime, the Bull-
dogs didn’t get through 
the tough Clinton defense. 
Campus Magnet then had 
to watch Governors quar-
terback Brandon Harris, 
who had tortured them all 
game, score from 10 yards 
out to hand the visiting 
Bulldogs a 40-34 defeat in 
PSAL City Conference foot-
ball Saturday afternoon. 
Harris scored five touch-
downs, including three in 
the air.

“Clinton played well, 
they played better than us 
today and there is noth-
ing else to elaborate on it,” 
Bulldogs Coach Eric Bar-

nett said. “These kids came 
out and played better than 
my kids today.”

Campus Magnet moved 
the ball well throughout 
the game and held the lead 

three times. Still, they had 
to tie the score late before 
missing a chance to win it 
in regulation.

Bulldogs senior quar-
terback Blessuan Austin 
threw a 55-yard touchdown 
pass to classmate Stephon 
Hercules to tie the score at 
34-34 in the fourth quarter, 
but they could not convert 
the two-point conversion.

An interception by 
Khalid Miller late in the 
frame gave Campus Mag-
net the ball with a chance 
to go ahead. Despite being 
in the red zone, Austin and 
the Bulldogs just could not 
score. Clinton was play-
ing Austin tight so it was 
impossible for him to go 
anywhere on the ground, 
forcing him to throw to 
well-covered receivers.

As well as Austin 
played, he felt like he could 

Late magic eludes Bulldogs 
in overtime loss to Clinton

Campus Magnet quarterback 
Blessuan Austin makes a pass. 

Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45

Molloy players celebrate after scoring a goal against St. Francis 
Prep. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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central midfield.
“It’s a challenge,” Ter-

rado said. “We have to learn 
to move the ball around, 
pass to each other and have 
a lot of teamwork.”

It was a tough loss for a 
young Francis Lewis team. 
They rebounded from Ter-
rado’s scoring in the 13th 
minute to give Bayside a 1-0 
lead. The Patriots displayed 
more energy in the second 
half. Panagiota Tsourapis 
leaped between two Bay-
side defenders and scored 
in the 48th minute to tie the 
score at 1-1.

While Coach Jeovani 

Paredes is excited about 
his young talent, he is sure 
there will be growing pains 
because his starting 11 are 
filled with underclassmen. 
Tsourapis, a junior forward 
who scored 12 goals last 
season, is the top returning 
scorer. Fellow juniors Am-

berley Cabral and Taylor 
Ferreira are the team cap-
tains who must guide four 
freshmen, including the 
promising midfielder Sara-
fina Smith, on the field.

“It’s a learning pro-
cess,” Paredes said. “I told 
the girls it’s not the end of 
the world, it’s a tough loss 
but it will only get better.”

Bayside and sweeper 
Chelsy Espinosa hope for 
the same, but she expects 
this game to be one of many 
in one of the toughest divi-
sions in the city.

“It’s our rivals and we 
lost to them last year in the 
first game,” Espinosa said. 
“Playing without DJ and 
winning this is what makes 
it more exciting.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King’s Me-

dina Mulic quickly went 
from unknown to being 
touted as one of the best all-
around female soccer play-
ers in New York City as a 
freshman last season.

The now-sophomore 
midfielder is not only just 
a year older, but stronger, 
faster and more confident 
after a summer of working 
with Christ the King train-
er Anton Turkovic. Mulic, 
the reigning TimesLedger 
Newspapers All-Queens 
player of the year, said she 
felt a difference right away 
and believes the extra work 
is going to show in her play 
this season.

“I think I’m more ag-
gressive and I don’t have 
the best stamina, but I have 
more stamina,” she said.

Mulic and her 22 goals 

and 15 assists from a year 
ago will be the centerpiece 
of a talent returning of-
fensive group for two-time 
defending CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens champion 
Christ the King. CK also 
brings back senior captain 
and midfielder Francesca 
Giglio (11 goals, 19 assists) 
and sophomore forward 
Sarah Nolan (18 goals, nine 
assists). It adds to them 
midfielders Paulina Am-
brus and Andrea Cardozo. 
The unit’s chemistry came 
back quickly.

“It is easier,” Giglio 
said. “You just know when 
Sarah is going to open up 
to one side or when Medina 
is going to open up. It does 
help that we do know how 
they play.”

The Royals and Coach 
John Fayad will rely heavi-
ly on that group early in the 
season as a fresh-faced de-

fense jells together after a 
number of departures. All-
City level keeper Kristen 
Drogsler chose to concen-
trate on basketball, sweep-
er Cathy Lume left the team 
for personal reasons and 

defender Vanessa Jordan 
transferred to Flushing.

“I’m stacking up the 
middle,” Fayad said. “We 
aim to posses the ball as 
much as possible to relieve 
the defense.”

That doesn’t mean he 
lacks trust in the defend-
ers. Veteran fullback Desti-
ny Marino returns and will 
be looked to for leadership 
in the early going. Fayad is 
excited about the progress 

of new sophomore sweeper 
Diana Paravatos and fresh-
man goalie Kimberly Mor-
eira. Moreira has caught 
the eye of her teammates 
right away.

“She doesn’t let much 
get past her,” Marino said. 
“I feel like we trust her just 
as much as we trusted Kris-
ten.”

They will need to if it 
is going to repeat as champs 
and reach the school’s first 
CHSAA state final. Last sea-
son’s defeat to Notre Dame 
Academy in semifinals, 
the only loss of the year, 
still sticks with the players. 
Fayad said the pressure is 
no different than what they 
faced before.

“I set the bar high and 
it’s up to them to get us 
there,” Fayad said. “I know 
all the teams are going to 
be gunning for us.”
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have done more for his 
team.

“I made a bad decision 
on the goal line going in 
for the conversion,” Austin 
said. “I could’ve run it in, 
but I decided to rely on my 
arm.”

Austin displayed his 
speed early in the game, 
rushing for 10 yards, then 

later for another 20 yards 
into the end zone that gave 
his club a 14-6 lead.

Campus Magnet did 
take some advantage from 
Clinton’s mistakes as they 
forced three turnovers, es-
pecially a fumble in the be-
ginning of the third quarter 
that Charles Driver picked 
up and returned for a score 
to give Campus Magnet the 
lead again at 28-20.

Austin believes it was 
because of “mental mis-

takes” that his team lost 
the game. Even though his 
team lost their first game, 
he still believes the Bull-
dogs are going to get better 
as the season goes on.

“I think we’re going to 
be great, we have a great 
running game, a great 
passing game,” Austin 
said. “We just got to get bet-
ter and correct the mental 
mistakes.”

Bayside

Continued from Page 44 

Magnet

Francesca Giglio (l.-r.), Sarah Nolan, Medina Mulic and Destiny Marino hope to lead Christ the King to a 
third straight diocesan title. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Royals take aim at third straight diocesan soccer title

have to be put in,” the coach 
said. “That was a nicely 
put-in goal.”

The Molloy defense led 
by Eric Alerte and Anthony 
Iurillo kept the Terriers’ at-
tack at bay for most of the 
game. SFP (2-1-0) had lim-
ited shots on goal, but had a 
golden opportunity to score 
in the 75th minute. Stanners 
keeper John Young made a 
leaping save only to see the 
ball roll back to SFP’s Leo 
Dalesandro in the box for a 
shot. Young sprawled back 

in time to stop it and Iurillo 
was able to get his foot in 
front of the ball before mul-
tiple Terriers could kick in 
the rebound.

“Anthony kept his foot 
strong and eventually got it 
cleared,” Young said.

Dalesandro knew it 
was a close call, but thought 
the ball was over the line 
and a goal because Young 
was behind the line when 
he made the save, Dale-
sandro said. The referee 
saw it otherwise. Still, he 
thought his team let it get to 
the point where it needed a 
late score. Molloy outplayed 
them.

“The first half they 
dominated us,” Dalesandro 
said. “That’s what happens 
a lot. We take too long to re-
taliate after they score.”

Terriers Coach Franco 
Purificato sees this game 
as a perfect early season 
learning experience for a 
team that has just three se-
niors and is full of juniors 
with limited varsity expe-
rience. He said Molloy was 
more aggressive through-
out.

“We’ll take it as a les-
son, absolutely,” Purificato 
said. “Maybe now they’ll 
learn.”

Continued from Page 44 

SFP
Continued from Page 43 

Bayside’s Regina Nicolson 
takes a throw in. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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Duncan had left the 
office after Sanders voted 
to extend term limits and 

challenged him in the 2009 
Democratic primary.

But Duncan came in 
third place behind attorney 
Jacques Leandre. The two 
would see each other again 
in the special election ear-

lier this year to replace 
Sanders, but after Richards 
won only Duncan decided 
to give it another shot in 
the regular election.

tire cafeteria was supposed 
to be set aide for voting. In-
stead, poll workers had to 
share the room with about 
100 rambunctious children 
who were screaming dur-
ing lunch. The voting ma-
chines were crammed on 
one side of the room.

“It’s absolutely ridicu-
lous” said voter Valerie Sei-
gnious.

Councilmen Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) and 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
held on to their seats, while 
Daneek Miller declared 
victory in the primary for 
Councilman Leroy Com-
rie’s (D-St. Albans) vacant 
spot, although runner up 
Clyde Vanel was within a 
few hundred votes and had 
not conceded as of press 
time.

In northeast Queens, 
unsuccessful mayoral can-
didate John Catsimatidis 
toured a series of diners in 
the area in his decked-out 
campaign bus, while Paul 
Vallone declared victory 
in the contentious Demo-
cratic primary for the seat 
currently held by City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), who was 
indicted on federal bribery 
charges this year. The re-
sults of the race were not 
official, though, and may 
be contested.

The Howard Beach 
area had the lowest turnout 
in the borough, where Lew 
Simon bested his competi-
tor in the Democratic pri-
mary.

In many spots through-
out the borough, antiquat-
ed lever machines brought 
chaos to polling sites.

At PS 131 in Jamaica, 
for example, one of the ma-

chines broke down at 6 a.m. 
was not repaired until the 
afternoon. In the mean-
time, the backup machine 
malfunctioned and poll 
workers ran out of affidavit 
ballots, according to non-
profit Asian American Le-
gal Defense and Education 
Fund.

In that race, however, 
former state Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman crushed the 
competition  and hopes to 
take over for Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) after a Novem-
ber election.

But several voters 
seemed thrilled at the re-
turn of the lever voting ma-
chines.

“I love the old ma-
chines. I think they are 
more accurate,” said Forest 
Hills resident Lynn Ryan 
after casting her vote at PS 
144.

Continued from Page 1 

Primary

months from now to suc-
ceed Borough President 
Helen Marshall.

“We will have a win in 
November,” she said.

At his primary night 
party in Long Island City, 
Vallone Jr. was introduced 
by his father, Peter Val-
lone Sr., the former Council 
speaker. Vallone Jr. told his 
supporters to “chin up.”

“We took on the whole 
world and we scared the 
hell out of them,” Vallone 
Jr. said.

The Astoria council-
man said his opponents 
had to resort to distorting 
his political record to de-
feat him.

“We kept a clean, hon-
est campaign,” he said. “I’m 
so proud of everyone.”

“We started this cam-
paign as an independent, 
honest voice for Queens,” 
Vallone Jr. said. “And we 
are not going to stop there. 
We are going to continue to 
fight.”

Vallone Jr. called Katz 
and told her he would help 
her in any way he can.

Both candidates and 
their respective teams were 

scouring the borough as 
part of a get-out-the vote op-
eration throughout the day.

Katz’s schedule indi-
cated the importance of 
southeast Queens in the 
race.

She greeted voters 
at 7:30 a.m. in St. Albans 
before heading back up to 
Elmhurst at 10 a.m. and 
then her home turf of For-
est Hills at noon, her sched-
ule said.

By 3:30 p.m. she was 
back in southeast Queens 
for the rest of the day until 
her victory party began at 
9 p.m.

Katz had been en-
dorsed by several promi-
nent figures in southeast 
Queens, including the Rev. 
Floyd Flake, who picked the 
mother of two over another 
prominent figure in the 
community, Councilman 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans), before the lawmaker 
dropped out.

“I was going to vote 
for Comrie, but when he 
dropped out I decided to 
vote for Katz,” Community 
Board 12 member Celeste 
James said outside the poll-
ing place at the Campus 
Magnet Complex in Cam-
bria Heights.

Much of her base in 
central Queens also came 

out in support.
“She has experience 

and also a sense of com-
munity,” said Mohammad 
Billah.

Katz and Vallone were 
the last two competitors in 
what started out as a crowd-
ed Democratic primary last 
year. In addition to Katz and 
Vallone, the field initially 
included state Sens. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
Comrie, Director of Com-
munity Boards Barry Gro-
denchik and longshot can-
didate Everly Brown.

Candidates gradually 
dropped out of the race, 
though Avella waited until 
mid-August to do so. Be-
cause the primary process 
was so far along by that 
point, his name still ap-
peared on Tuesday’s bal-
lot, where he captured 9.3 
percent of the vote. Everly 
Brown drew 12.6 percent.

Political insiders spec-
ulated that if Avella had 
dropped out earlier, many 
of the votes he received 
would have likely gone to 
Vallone, but  even if Vallone 
had received all of them he 
still would have been more 
than 1,000 shy of Katz’s to-
tal.
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soliciting illegal donations.  
Liu was never charged, but 
he was denied matching 
funds.

“To have been elected 
comptroller and be a can-
didate for mayor are far 
beyond anything I imag-
ined would happen in my 
lifetime growing up as an 
immigrant kid in Queens,” 
he said. Wednesday.

As for the Republi-
cans, former Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Chairman Lhota rolled up 
a margin of 52.7 percent of 
the vote, beating out Re-
publicans John Catsima-
tidis with 40.6 percent and 
George McDonald with 6.7 
percent for the nomination.

“This is the first step 
toward continuing a strong 
future for our city,” Lhota 
said. “Tonight marks a 
milestone. Our journey 
continues, just at a faster 

pace.”
Lhota attributed his 

win to the campaign he 
ran, which focused on “is-
sues, vision, principle and 
experience.”

He also gave a jab at de 
Blasio and said New York-
ers will see two completely 
different visions for the 
city.

“The other side says it 
is a tale of two cities, but this 
tale is nothing more than 
class warfare,” said Lhota, 
the former MTA chairman 
and the deputy mayor un-
der Rudy Giuliani. “I’m not 
going to let the other side 
divide our city.”

In his concession 
speech, Catsimatidis apolo-
gized to his campaign staff 
and volunteers for Tues-
day’s outcome.

“Next time I’ll work 
harder,” Catsimatidis said. 
“I want to let everyone 
know ... go home and go to 
bed. I don’t think I’ve slept 
in the last three nights.”

During his campaign, 

Lhota appeared to garner 
a strong base of conserva-
tive voters in southwestern 
Queens.

Last week he stumped 
for votes alongside Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) in Ulrich’s own 
neighborhood. Both repeat-
edly referenced Lhota’s as-
sociation to Giuliani.

“If you like the kind 
of mayor that Rudy Giu-
liani was, and if you agreed 
with at least half the things 
Mike Bloomberg tried to do 
to continue along those pol-
icies, you are going to love 
Joe Lhota as the mayor,” 
Ulrich told the crowd who 
had assembled at Aldo’s II 
Pizzeria to hear the may-
oral candidate speak.

Lhota will face off 
against the top Democrat in 
the general election Nov. 5.
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special interests.
“The close competition 

in District 19 shows that the 
city’s matching funds pro-
gram provides candidates 
with the resources to mount 
strong campaigns, even in 
the face of heavy spending 
by outside groups,” he said.

And in southeast 
Queens, Jobs for New York 
shelled out $261,533 on 
Queens County Democrat-
ic Party favorite Manuel 
Caughman in the race for 
City Councilman Leroy 
Comrie’s (D-St. Albans) 
seat.  But Caughman came 
in at fourth place, Sollars 
noted, adding that two 
candidates the PAC spent 
$55,644 attacking came in 
second and third. Clyde 
Vanel, No. 2 in the race, has 
refused to concede.

But the unofficial vic-
tor was also backed by out-
side spending.

Union interests spent 
a total of $142,971 in sup-
port of Daneek Miller, 

president of a bus drivers’ 
union. New York City Cen-
tral Labor Council’s PAC 
spent $81,183, the United 
Federation of Teachers’ 
PAC dropped $52,823 and 
Empire State 32BJ SEIU’s 
committee spent $8,965 in 
support of Miller.   

In total the five con-
tenders for Comrie’s 
spot collectively laid out 
$214,719, with no one in the 
race spending more than 
$60,000 at the time the re-
port was issued. The four 
political action committees 
collectively spent $404,504 
in support of just Miller 
and Caughman.

The race to replace 
term-limited Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria) in Astoria was another 
major target.

The three Democratic 
candidates spent a total of 
$198,013 in that western 
Queens contest, while Jobs 
for New York accounted for 
nearly all of the $236,613 in 
outside spending in support 
of Costa Constantinides 
and against his rivals, Gus 
Prentzas and John Ciafone, 

records show. Constan-
tinides spent $147,000 raised 
through donations, while 
Prentzas spent $30,000 and 
Ciafone nothing, records 
show.

Dem Party-backed 
Constantinides won with 
nearly 56 percent of the 
vote.

Jobs for New York is-
sued a statement touting 
its accomplishments in the 
primary, saying the PAC 
won races for candidates 
who would create jobs and 
help the middle class.

“We will continue to 
apply our sophisticated 
campaign techniques going 
forward,” the PAC said in a 
statement.

In Councilman Dono-
van Richards’ (D-Laurel-
ton) successful run for Dis-
trict 31, he spent only $6,848 
that he raised himself, 
while Jobs for New York 
laid out $37,502 and the 
teachers’ union spent $1,271 
on his behalf — beyond the 
reach of his opponents’ war 
chests.
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away


