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BY JOE ANUTA

A blitz of hotel construction 
is taking Flushing by storm, but 
real estate experts wonder on 

how many more projects the area 
can sustain.

At least eight new hotels are 
slated to be built in the area, ac-
cording to various proposals and 

announcements.
A developer is currently con-

structing an 18-story, extended-
stay hotel on Union Street boast-
ing 161 rooms. Starwood Hotels 

is opening two new hotels in the 
Flushing area with a combined ca-
pacity of nearly 300 rooms, while 
TDC Development is planning on 
opening a mixed-use project that 
includes a 168-room hotel.

The real estate company 
Massey Knakal put up three 
downtown Flushing hotel sites 
for sale earlier this month with a 
total of more than 100 new rooms. 
One is nearly completed, while 
two others are shovel-ready, ac-
cording to the company.

The slew of projects in Flush-
ing mirrors a boroughwide trend, 
said Rob MacKay, spokesman for 
the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

In the last three decades, the 
borough has gone from housing 
roughly 20 hotels — many rent-
ed by the hour — to very likely 
cracking the 100 mark within the 
next few years.

“There is an unbelievable 
hotel boom in Queens,” he said, 
citing other examples around the 
borough including a Crown Plaza 
near John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport and a SpringHills 
Suites near LaGuardia Airport — 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott got an earful at a rou-
tine policy meeting in Maspeth 
last week when students, parents 
and educators sounded off on the 
city Department of Education’s 
upcoming plans to co-locate a 
number of schools in Queens.

The city Panel for Education-
al Policy met at Maspeth High 
School Sept. 19 for a housekeeping 
meeting to approve contracts and 
a change to the Department of Ed-
ucation’s attendance policies.

But on Oct. 30, the panel will 
meet in Brooklyn to vote on pro-
posals to co-locate eight schools 
in the borough, including two 
Success Academy charter schools 
in southeast Queens.

The process of co-location, 
or placing multiple schools with 
their own administrations inside 
the same building, has been one 
of the most contentious policies 
of the Bloomberg administration, 
especially when it comes to char-
ter schools.

Critics say it creates tensions 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The father of a late western Queens basketball 
coach will see the corner bearing his son’s name 
each time he leaves his home on 38th Street.

“It’s a great honor. I have to look at it every 
day and it’s going to bring tears to my eyes,” said 
Jerry Ingenito’s father, Richard Ingenito, after 
the co-naming ceremony Saturday hosted by City 

Street corner in Sunnyside renamed

for beloved school basketball coach
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Former President 
Jimmy Carter is coming to 
southeast Queens and he’s 
bringing his hammer and 
saw with him.

The public face of Hab-
itat for Humanity will roll 
up his sleeves in October to 

help the nonprofit kick off 
its campaign to renovate 38 
single-family homes in the 
borough.

“So we’re really hap-
py and proud to have him 
here,” said Paul Thabault, 
Habitat’s director of real 
estate. “He’s [going to be] 89 
years old. I definitely don’t 

want to kill him, so we’re 
going to try to take it easy 
with the scope of work.”

Nearly 30 years after 
he and his wife, Rosalynn 
Carter, completed their 
first Habitat project on the 
Lower East Side in 1984, the 
39th president will return 

Former President Jimmy Carter 
is scheduled to come to south-
east Queens in October as Habitat 
for Humanity plans to build 38 sin-
gle-family homes in the borough. 
PRNewsFoto/Habitat for Humanity International

School co-locate 
vote criticized by 
Queens residents

Hotel bonanza sweeps Flushing
Barrage of new rooms could push business district toward market saturation

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Jimmy Carter comes to Queens

ELEVATED ART

Volunteer Jeremy Lin fills in the face of a person as part of a mural painting at the Long Island Rail Road downtown 
Flushing station. One Flushing Community Economic Development Center organized the painting of the mural, de-
signed by world-renowned artist Lady Pink. Photo by Christina Santucci
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For more information call
Roslyn Nieves,

Community Development Manager
(718) 88 6-8160
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BY PHIL CORSO

Rory Staunton fought 
hard for his Jackson Heights 
community throughout his 
12 short years before his 
untimely death from sepsis 
shock last year. His commu-
nity fought just as hard to 
make sure his name would 
be never be forgotten.

Political and commu-
nity leaders used a clear, 
sunny Monday morning to 
their advantage this week 
to unveil a new plaque dedi-
cating a sports field next to 
Travers Park recently ac-
quired by the city in Rory’s 
name. It was a long-awaited 
project that dated back 
to when the civic-minded 
12-year-old was still alive, 
with hopes of bringing 
more open space to the 
western Queens neighbor-
hood.

“This is a special day 
for us because we see Rory’s 

dream come true,” said Cia-
ran Staunton, Rory’s father, 
before receiving a standing 
ovation at the dedication 
ceremony. “Rory was keen-
ly aware of his civic respon-
sibility. The path to acquire 
this park was not easy.”

Rory became seriously 
ill in March 2012 when he 
fell in the school gym, cut-
ting his arm while playing 
basketball, his father said 
in an interview earlier this 
year. His family said it was 
as a result of his cut that 
Rory developed sepsis, a 
medical condition in which 
an infection causes a reac-
tion in the immune system 
that leads to full-body in-
flammation. Rory died in 
April 2012.

Those who spoke in 
his honor remembered the 
Jackson Heights 12-year-
old as a responsible and 
ambitious boy with high 
hopes for the future. Aside 

from his aspirations to in-
crease open space in Jack-
son Heights, he also stood 
up for children who were 
being bullied in school and 
helped present a plan to re-
mediate flooding at nearby 

Sunnyside Gardens.
The Garden School in 

Jackson Heights agreed 
to sell the field between 
Northern Boulevard and 
34th Avenue to the city, 
which was slated to comple-

ment another open space 
next door at Travers Park. 
An all-star lineup of city 
officials came together to 
celebrate the expansion, 
which required $6 mil-
lion in funding, $4 million 
of which came from City 
Councilman Dan Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights).

Dromm said Rory and 
his family helped lead the 
community opposition to 
a proposal that included 
building high-rises at the 
property.

“If it weren’t for Cia-
ran and his family’s dedi-
cation, this might not have 
happened,” Dromm said. 
“Rory was a pleasure and a 
really good kid.”

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said it was 
difficult for her to even 
speak at the Monday morn-
ing dedication ceremony 
because of how close to 
home the tragedy was for 

her, a mother of two.
“This young man was 

an outstanding little per-
son and I’m so sorry this 
ever happened,” she said. 
“To name this park after 
him gives us a living, work-
ing memorial of him, a boy 
who was taken from us too 
soon.”

Rory Staunton Field 
and Travers Park will 
soon undergo a $3.7 million 
renovation with help from 
Dromm’s and Marshall’s 
offices, Parks said.

After Rory’s sign was 
unveiled, a lineup of his for-
mer classmates and friends 
solemnly approached the 
park with flowers of differ-
ent colors, fastening each 
one in between the chain 
fence’s links.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Friends and classmates of Rory Staunton place roses in the 
fence at the Jackson Heights field dedicated in his name. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Field named for sepsis victim in Jax Heights
City-owned lot near Travers Park dedicated in memory of aspiring activist Rory Staunton

BY PHIL CORSO

Public schools in Little 
Neck, Oakland Gardens 
and Richmond Hill landed 
national Blue Ribbon hon-
ors this week along with 
three others citywide, the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion said.

U.S. Education Secre-
tary Arne Duncan made the 
announcement Tuesday, 
adding the six city schools 
to a list of 286 others — 50 of 
which were private — given 
National Blue Ribbon titles 
based on academic excel-
lence and improving stu-
dent achievement around 
the country.

The three schools 
from Queens to receive the 
prestigious title included 
PS 221, at 57-40 Marathon 
Pkwy. in Little Neck; PS 46, 
at 64-45 218th St., in Oak-
land Gardens; and PS 66, at 
85-11 102nd St. in Richmond 
Hill.

“Excellence in educa-

tion matters and we should 
honor the schools that are 
leading the way to prepare 
students for success in col-
lege and careers,” Duncan 
said. “National Blue Ribbon 
schools represent examples 
of educational excellence, 
and their work reflects the 
belief that every child in 
America deserves a world-
class education.”

Marsha Goldberg, 
principal of PS 46, said her 
school of 575 children made 
a point to adhere to its mot-
to, “Join together in excel-
lence,” by walking the talk.

“We are a microcosm 
of today’s society, where 
everybody works closely 
together,” she said. “Kudos 
to the entire school com-
munity. It exemplifies that 
joining together in excel-
lence is not a slogan, it’s 
our absolute mission for ev-
ery student every day.”

Principal Phyllis Lein-
wand of PS 66 in Richmond 
Hill said her landmarked 

school emphasized diver-
sity every day, coming out 
of the city’s most ethnically 
and culturally diverse bor-
ough.

“This school opened 
in 1898 and has been suc-
cessfully educating chil-
dren in this community 
ever since,” she said. “I am 
proud to say I am part of a 

19th century building edu-
cating children for the 21st 
century.”

PS 221 Principal Patri-
cia Bullard said the school 
was thrilled to receive the 
honor and got there by put-
ting the students first.

“I am extremely proud 
of our entire school com-
munity for achieving this 

national distinction,” she 
said. “The hard work of 
our conscientious students, 
dedication of our staff and 
support from our parents 
have helped us become a 
school of excellence.”

The three Queens 
schools joined the ranks of 
others throughout the bor-
ough to receive the honor 
in previous years, includ-
ing PS 203 in Oakland Gar-
dens, awarded in 2012, and 
PS 159 in Bayside and PS 173 
of Oakland Gardens, which 
were awarded in 2011.

Other city schools to 
receive the recognition in-
cluded PS 199 Jessie Isador 
Straus in Manhattan, PS 
222 Katherine R. Snyder 
School in Brooklyn and PS 
247 in Brooklyn.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott praised 
the six city schools in a 
statement, recognizing 
them for “their all-around 
academic excellence and 
their success in preparing 

students for college and 
careers,” he said. “I con-
gratulate the principals, 
students, teachers and par-
ents at these six schools for 
receiving this honor. It is 
a testament to all of their 
hard work and dedication 
to student achievement.”

The National Blue 
Ribbon Award honors 
both public and private el-
ementary, middle and high 
schools where students 
perform at high levels or 
where significant improve-
ments are made in student 
achievement. 

In the award’s more 
than 30-year history, the 
honor has been bestowed 
upon more than 7,000 
schools throughout the 
country.

The Education Depart-
ment will honor all 286 
schools in a recognition 
ceremony planned for Nov. 
18 and 19 in Washington, 
D.C., Duncan said.

PS 46 Principal Marsha Goldberg (l.) is one of three borough prin-
cipals to celebrate National Blue Ribbon titles this year.

Three boro schools claim National Blue Ribbon titles
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BY JOE ANUTA

Whitestone and Mal-
ba Gardens residents are 
being driven nuts by in-
creased helicopter noise 
as more choppers travel to 
and from the north coast of 
Long Island, where a man-
datory route bypassing Suf-
folk and Nassau counties 
begins about 15 miles away 
from the Queens border.

Community leaders 
gathered Tuesday to pro-
test the noise, which they 
say has diminished their 
quality of life, frightened 
residents and reduced prop-
erty values.

“There are days when 
homes vibrate, things fall 
off shelves,” said Alfredo 
Centola, of the Malba Gar-
dens Civic Association.

The majority of the 
helicopters travel between 
helipads in Manhattan 
and points east along Long 
Island, including tony des-

tinations at the island’s 
eastern forks, according to 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and state Assem-
blyman Michael Simanow-
itz (D-Electchester), who 
protested alongside hom-
eowners this week.

Last year, in response 
to complaints of helicopter 
noise in Suffolk and Nassau 
counties and pressure from 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), the Federal Avia-
tion Administration insti-
tuted a mandatory North 
Shore route to push chop-
pers out over the Long Is-
land Sound and keep them 
from flying above residen-
tial areas.

The route begins 
off the coast of Hunting-
ton, L.I., miles away from 
Queens.

But how pilots get be-
tween Manhattan and that 
route is at the heart of the 
problem in Queens and the 
subject of hot debate.

A helicopter taking off 
from Manhattan and bound 
for Long Island has several 
possible routes, including 
a few crossing Queens and 
Brooklyn and one along the 
south shore of Long Island, 
according to flight maps. 
One of those routes flies 
directly over Malba and 

Whitestone.
The Eastern Region 

Helicopter Council, a non-
profit that represents he-
licopter pilots, contends 
the Malba and Whitestone 
route is the safest way to 
traverse the restricted air-
space of LaGuardia Airport 
and travel on to the start 

of the North Shore Route 
about 17 miles away from 
the Queens border.

The council wants to 
get rid of the route, which 
would eliminate choppers 
buzzing Queens communi-
ties and allow them to fan 
out over the island, it said.

“Last year at the urg-
ing of Sen. Schumer and 
other Long Island elected 
officials, the FAA reduced 
the flight paths available 
and implemented a man-
dated North Shore route 
that requires helicopters 
to repeatedly fly over the 
Whitestone and Malba com-
munities,” said Jeff Smith, 
spokesman for the coun-
cil. “To best help the local 
communities, we urge Sen. 
Tony Avella and Assembly 
member Mike Simanow-
itz to talk to Sen. Schumer 
and the FAA to repeal the 
mandatory North Shore 
route and return to a more 
diversified flight path to al-

leviate the impacts to these 
important communities.”

But Schumer’s office 
countered that no one route 
over Queens is mandatory 
— the pilots are deliberate-
ly picking the shortest shot 
to the North Shore route to 
save time and fuel.

“The Eastern Regional 
Helicopter Council is either 
ignorant, lying or both — 
they could solve this en-
tire problem by simply fly-
ing over water and flying 
higher, but so far they’ve 
refused,” said Max Young, 
spokesman for Schumer. 
“For the ERHC ... to say 
that they are required to 
fly over certain houses in 
Queens in order to follow 
a proscribed route that 
doesn’t start until the mid-
dle of Long Island is absurd 
and dishonest.”

The council said it 
shares a goal with Schumer 
to end excessive noise for 
residents.

Helicopters chart noisy path over NE Queens

Daryl Adeva (l. to r.) Daniel Dominguez and David Moretti have 
been accused of stealing from the Corona Community Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps. Photo courtesy New York Attorney General’s Office
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RESTAURANT WEEK
September 30th - October 3rd

and 
 October 7th - October 10th

Dine at dozens of restaurants in Queens, the city’s most 
diverse and multi-cultural borough.

For more information, call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228
or visit itsinqueens.com

$28
SPONSORED BY:

of 
the

THE QUEENS
2013

QueensCourier.com

2013 QUEENS
  W

here Restaurants Shop
® 

®

PRE-FIXE MENU
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The party’s over!
District Manager 

Yvonne Reddick told Com-
munity Board 12 last week 
that beginning next year, 
only active block associa-
tions will be given permits 
to host block parties.

“We have more block 
parties than any commu-
nity board in the county 
and it’s interesting how so 
many block associations 
become active during the 
summer,” she said during 
the board’s monthly meet-
ing Sept. 18 at the Robert 
Ross Johnson Family Life 
Center in St. Albans.

Reddick said the Rev. 
Edward McKay, chairman 
of the board’s Blocks Unit-
ed Committee, can hardly 
get a dozen groups to at-
tend his meetings, yet dur-
ing the summer CB 12 has 
the most block parties of 
any community district in 

Queens.
For 2014, those organi-

zations wishing to get a per-
mit for a block party will 
have to make sure they are 
actively registered with the 
community board, which 
compiles a list of commu-
nity groups each year.

The mayor’s office of 
Citywide Event Coordina-
tion and Management is 
responsible for granting 
permits for events such as 
block parties and street 
fairs, and the office defers 
to community boards on 
decisions regulating which 
kinds of groups and events 
get approved.

Reddick said organi-
zations that hold a party 
without a permit have done 
so illegally, and police are 
cracking down.

“The Police Depart-
ment is now monitoring all 
block parties,” she said, “so 
if it’s not legal, they shut 
you down.”

BY JOE ANUTA

A Corona volunteer 
ambulance service said 
it may have to close shop 
after state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
announced last week three 
former board members al-
legedly stole more than 
$300,000 from the nonprofit 
to fund lavish vacations 
and meals.

Daniel Dominguez, 37, 
is accused of stealing more 
than $300,000 from the Co-
rona Community Volun-
teer Ambulance Corps and 
using the cash for extrava-
gant jaunts to Walt Disney 
World and Niagara Falls 
as well as expensive feasts, 
the AG said in a Sept. 19 re-
lease.

Then Dominguez al-
legedly helped another 
member, Daryl Adeva, 31, 
to skim $8,960 from the am-
bulance corps, according to 
Schneiderman.

Even the service’s 
one-time president, David 
Moretti, 41, partook in the 
fleecing, the AG said. The 
leader allegedly stole more 
than $11,000 between Sep-
tember 2008 and May 2011 
for car payments and over-
seas money transfers, Sch-
neiderman said.

The ambulance ser-
vice released a statement 
in the wake of the trio’s 
indictment indicating the 
nonprofit may have to shut 
down as a result.

“The discovery that 
our funds were misappro-
priated caused us a great 
amount of anguish as we 
have labored to continue 
serving the community 
over the last two years,” the 
service said in a statement.

“Unfortunately, not 
only were our funds misap-
propriated, but we believe 
many of our relationships 
with organizations that 
we provided EMS services 
to were sabotaged. The fi-
nancial strain we are now 
under requires us to seri-
ously consider dissolution 
or sell our building and 
streamline our services,” 
the corps said.

The three former mem-
bers were charged with 
various degrees of theft in 

Queens Supreme Court, 
the attorney general said. 
If convicted, Dominguez 
would face up to five to 15 
years behind bars, while 
Adeva and Moretti would 
face as much as 2 1/2 to 
seven years. Dominguez 
and Adeva were being held 
on bail. 

The organization gets 
its money through a vari-
ety of sources, including 
donations, insurance reim-
bursements and taxpayer-
funded reimbursements 
from Medicare and Medic-
aid.

According to financial 
filings with the attorney 
general’s office, the total 
amount allegedly skimmed 
by the former board mem-
bers is roughly equal to the 

organization’s annual rev-
enue in some years.

“These emergency 
medical technicians, who 
were entrusted with pro-
viding medical services 
and transportation for New 
York residents, instead 
took advantage of their po-
sitions and used a not-for-
profit ambulance corps as 
their own personal piggy 
bank,” Schneiderman said. 
“My office will continue to 
weed out theft and fraud in 
charitable organizations 
and prosecute criminals 
who take advantage of the 
public’s trust.”

The remaining mem-
bers of the organization 
have been trying to rees-
tablish that trust. Yvonne Reddick (l.) greets Community Board 12 members during a 

meeting in 2011.

Daryl Adeva (l. to r.) Daniel Dominguez and David Moretti have been accused of stealing from the 
Corona Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Photo courtesy New York Attorney General’s Office

Board cracks down
on block party plans

Trio fl eeces nonprofi t: AG
Former heads of Corona ambulance corps allegedly stole $300k
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Despite a former pro-

posal to rezone them, PS 
12 and PS 229 will remain 
in their current zones, ac-
cording to School District 
24 officials.

The news was wel-
comed by hundreds of par-
ents who packed in the gym-
nasium of PS 229, located at 
67-25 51st Rd. in Maspeth, at 
the district’s Community 
Education Council meeting 
Tuesday night.

Both parents and stu-
dents cheered and applaud-
ed when CEC 24 President 
Nick Comaianni made the 
announcement: “The zones 
will not be touched at this 
time,” he said about PS 12 
and PS 229.

City Department of Ed-
ucation officials released 
proposed new zoning maps 
earlier this month, which 
were designed to relieve 
overcrowding within Dis-
trict 24, which includes 

schools in Maspeth, Glen-
dale, Middle Village, Wood-
side, Elmhurst, Corona and 
Ridgewood.

 If approved, the rezon-
ing would not have come 
into effect until new stu-

dents entered kindergarten 
in the 2014-15 school year.

But the proposal drew 
criticism from parents at 
PS 12, located in Woodside 
at 42-00 72nd St., and PS 
229 out of concerns for the 

safety of their children. 
The new zones would have 
required some students to 
cross dangerous intersec-
tions, including Queens 
Boulevard, colloquially 
known as the “Boulevard 

of Death.”
Other students would 

have been forced to travel 
much further to school and 
buses were not guaranteed 
for them by the DOE. That 
left some parents with the 

problem of getting kids to 
school, especially if they 
had children in different 
schools.

“We can’t be in two 
places at once,” said Evelyn 
Vera, the PTA president at 
PS 229.

PS 229 Principal Dr. 
Sibylle Ajwani sent a letter 
to parents listing her con-
cerns. She urged parents to 
voice their opinions to the 
CEC and District 24 Super-
intendent Madelene Chan.

Parents subsequently 
launched an opposition 
campaign. They spread 
their message on social me-
dia websites like Facebook 
and Twitter and called and 
e-mailed the DOE.

In the end, the opposi-
tion paid off.

Vera said the school 
can still be rezoned in the 
future, but for now she 
and the community were 
“thrilled” to learn of the 
news.

DOE drops proposal to rezone PS 12, PS 229

Hundreds of parents attend the District 24 Community Education Council meeting on Tuesday. Photo by Bianca Fortis

11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

FOOTBALL GAME DAY SPECIALS WITH A TASTY SELECTION OF 
WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS AND MORE...

Happy Hour begins at 4pm Daily
ROOFTOP BAR

SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

among the school com-
munities when it comes 
to allocating resources. 
Proponents claim charters 
would not be able to operate 
without the space provided 
by the DOE, and when it 
comes to co-locating public 
schools, the administration 
views it as a way to provide 
students and parents with 
more choices.

One of the proposals in-
cludes co-locating an infor-
mation technology school 
with Long Island City High 
School, which narrowly 
avoided closure two years 
ago when the United Fed-
eration of Teachers sued to 
keep it open.

To do this, the DOE 
would reduce enrollment at 
LIC by about 450 students 
over four years to make 
way for the new school.

Ken Akron, a teacher 
at LIC, said the repeated at-
tempts to reform the school 
have caused students noth-
ing but turmoil.

“That’s all we go 
through in that school from 
downtown,” he said. “The 

support is not coming, but 
the turmoil is certainly 
coming.”

In Springfield Gar-
dens, IS 59 is currently 
sharing its building with 
several grades from PS 
176 as that school awaits 
completion of an addition 
to its facilities in Cambria 
Heights. The DOE is propos-
ing to co-locate a Success 
Charter Academy school, 
one of two planned for the 
borough. The other would 
be at August Martin High 
School in South Jamaica. 

Leslie Myers, a parent 

of two IS 59 students, said 
there are already prob-
lems with the two schools 
concerning sharing the 
cafeteria and traffic, and 
asked the DOE to hold off 
on the proposal until par-
ents could better sort the 
plan out.

“We are asking for 
a postponement of the 
Oct. 30 vote until another 
walkthrough of the physi-
cal building can be done 
during an active, regular 
school day,” she told the 
panel.

Continued from Page 1

Crash

Long Island City High School senior Irving Torres speaks at the 
meeting. Photo by Rich Bockmann

not to mention the 21 new 
hotels that have sprung 
up in the Long Island City 
area in the last six years.

But it cannot continue 
forever.

“I think we are going 
to saturate,” he said. “Some 
of these hotels are going 
to go away and people will 

stop trying to build.”
But it is unclear when 

that will happen.
Stephen Pruess is an 

associate broker at Massey 
Knakal, the company sell-
ing the three hotel sites 
in the downtown Flush-
ing area. He believes these 
development projects are 
coming back to life after the 
2008 economic downturn.

“Ever since the end 
of 2010, construction has 
been revived in Flushing,” 

he said. “It is really explod-
ing.”

“We will hit a satura-
tion point in a few years, but 
right now it is an industry 
that is needed in the down-
town and greater Flushing 
area,” he said, pointing out 
that Asian travelers land-
ing at LaGuardia and visi-
tors from abroad are look-
ing to stay in the bustling 
neighborhood.

Continued from Page 1

Hotel

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 10/10/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

BY PHIL CORSO

Bayside-based Queens 
Quiet Skies has an indepen-
dent advisory committee 
on its radar as the group’s 
activists continue to speak 
up about airplane noise 
over northeast Queens.

A private, nonprofit 
known as the Radio Tech-
nical Commission for Aero-
nautics established the 
NextGen Advisory Com-
mittee in September 2010 to 
provide recommendations 
to the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration related to its 
pending changes in flight 
procedures. The 28-member 
group was made up mostly 
of FAA employees, labor 
union representatives, air-
port operators and others 
from the airline industry.

But Janet McEneaney, 
founder of Queens Quiet 

Skies, said there was one 
key spot for a community 
member missing on the 
committee that would ide-
ally represent those most 
closely affected by any pro-
cedural changes.

“There happens to be 
no public accountability,” 
she said. “This is an area 
that has become so murky. 
Nobody has really shined a 
light on it.”

McEneaney penned a 
letter to the RTCA in June, 
asking President Margaret 
Jenny how the committee’s 
members are chosen and 
what qualifications were 
needed to sign on. In her 
letter, McEneaney cited the 
Federal Advisory Commit-
tee Membership Balance 
Plan, which is required by 
a federal statute so advi-
sory committees are fairly 
balanced and represent all 

relevant points of view.
She heard back from 

the group months later, but 
only in the form of an orga-
nizational brochure reiter-

ating the core goals of the 
organization.

“She must think we 
are a kindergarten class 
instead of U.S. taxpayers,” 

McEneaney said.
The RTCA did not re-

turn requests for comment.
Since the group’s in-

ception last year, Queens 
Quiet Skies has set out to 
achieve four specific goals: 
getting the Port Authority 
to conduct a noise compat-
ibility study for the major 
metropolitan airports, 
have the FAA complete 
an environmental review 
of procedural changes, 
require more noise moni-
tors at LaGuardia Airport 
and establish an aviation 
roundtable with the FAA 
for the northeast.

What started as a tiny 
group of Bayside activists 
meeting at their local diner 
has since snowballed into a 
boroughwide call to arms 
with hundreds of members 
coming from all corners of 
Queens.

The movement was 
sparked late last year when 
airplane noise over north-
east Queens became the 
talk of the neighborhood 
with residents reporting 
a noticeable increase in 
airliners rumbling outside 
the walls of their homes. 
The root of the problem 
pertained to the FAA’s im-
plementation of NextGen 
technology, which allowed 
for a more precise path its 
planes can take going into 
and out of LaGuardia and 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional airports.

Bob Whitehair, vice 
president of Queens Quiet 
Skies, has called on his 
extensive experience as a 
former airport manager 
to demand the FAA end its 
policy of shutting out the 
community when imple-
menting flight changes.

Queens Quiet Skies founder Janet McEneaney is looking for a 
way to get a community member on an advisory committee that 
works on NextGen flight procedures with the Federal Aviation 
Administration.

Bayside eyes FAA advisory committee
Boro activists united against airliner noise ask for community seat at NextGen negotiating table

TICKETS & INFO:
www.flushingtownhall.org 
(718) 463-7700 x222

Jason Kao Hwang’s 
Burning Bridge

Sun, Oct 6, 4:00 PM - $20/$15 Members/$10 Students

With fiery interplay between Chinese & 
Western instruments, Jason Kao 

Hwang's Burning Bridge is 
a dramatic journey of 

sonic discoveries and sets
 ablaze the boundaries 

of cultural identity.

20%
OFF!(mention the code CNG20)

This program is supported by New York State Council on the Arts, a State Agency; New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs; Louis Armstrong Educational Foundation; Chamber Music America; WAC Lighting Company, Co-founder Tai Wang. It 
is also supported by Presenting Jazz, a program of Chamber Music America funded through the generosity of the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation. Promotional support in partnership with New York University’s Asian/Pacific/American Institute
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to the city the week of Oct. 
16 to help volunteers repair 
homes damaged by Super-
storm Sandy in Staten Is-
land and rehab a handful of 
vacant properties in south-
east Queens.

Habitat bought 38 one- 
and two-bedroom homes in 
the borough from the New 
York City Housing Author-
ity for $1 each when it di-
vested a large portfolio of 
single-family residences 
it owned last year. In the 
1970s and ’80s, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development found 
itself with a number of va-
cant properties when ho-
meowners with federally 
underwritten mortgages 
defaulted on their loans.

The department trans-
ferred the homes to NY-
CHA to use for public hous-
ing, which the agency did 
for many years. Last year, 
the housing authority un-
loaded a large portfolio of 
these properties, selling 
many to the residents who 

had lived in them for years 
and the other vacant homes 
to Habitat.

“Some of them have 
been empty for a decade, 
so they’re really beat up,” 
Thabault said. “We went 
into these houses and we 
started to gut them, and 
again some were empty for 
so long there was asbestos 
in them. There was lead in 
them. We hired a profes-
sional to get all that out and 
now we’re in the process of 
kind of gutting them out 
the rest of the way com-
pletely. Our plan is to break 
them down to the bare shell 
of the house, make sure 
its structurally sound and 
then we’re going to rebuild 
it.”

“When we’re done re-
habbing them, we’d like 
to get some folks from the 
community into those 
homes,” he added.

The Southern Queens 
Park Association will play 
host to the Carter work 
project at its headquar-
ters in Roy Wilkins Park. 
Throughout the week, vol-
unteers will work to rehab 
five homes in the area.

Habitat said it is put-
ting an emphasis on plac-
ing local families who rent 
apartments into the homes, 
which will cost between 
$200,000 and $300,000.

A qualified family 
must earn between 50 per-
cent and 80 percent of the 
area’s median income, and 
put in between 200 and 400 
hours of volunteer time, or 
what the organization calls 
“sweat equity.”

And unlike a conven-
tional mortgage, Habitat 
offers loans that require 
a 1 percent down payment 
with a 30-year interest rate 
fixed at 2 percent.

“Compared to having 
to pay 20 percent, and that’s 
around $60,000 or what 
not,” said Nica Bautista, 
one of Habitat’s homeowner 
associates. “That’s a really 
good deal.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Carter

Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

Jerry Ingenito, who 
died in January at the age 
of 52, grew up on the street 
with his four siblings, rela-
tives said. He coached bas-
ketball at Saint Raphael’s 
Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion in Sunnyside, Christ 
the King High School and 
Queens College during a ca-
reer of more than 30 years 
on the courts.

Along the way, the 
Sunnyside native left an 
impression on all those 
around him, his family 
said.

“He touched a lot of 
people. All of the kids loved 
him,” Richard Ingenito 
said. “He straightened out 
a lot of kids’ lives who were 
going bad.”

Friends recalled Jerry 
Ingenito’s generosity with 
the young players, helping 
to train them early in the 
morning, but it was also 
his zest for life despite his 

illness that they will re-
member.

“He filled his bucket 
list three times,” said friend 
Terry Tarpey, whose son — 
William and Mary player 
Terry Tarpey Jr. — was 
trained by Jerry Ingenito. 
“He enjoyed life to the full-
est.”

Jerry Ingenito sat at 
the finish line of the Ken-
tucky Derby with longtime 
friend Mike Repole, weath-
ered winters in Maui and 
watched the St. John’s Uni-
versity Red Storm court-

side.
All the while, the 

coach — who helped former 
NBA players Lamar Odom, 
Speedy Claxton, Derrick 
Phelps and Khalid Reeves 
— was being treated for 
complications related to 
diabetes. Loved ones said 
he underwent in total over 
the years 52 operations, in-
cluding a kidney transplant 
from one of his two sisters.

“He never let anybody 
know how sick he was,” 
Tarpey said. “He still want-
ed to be a coach.”

Continued from Page 1

Rename

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r.) presents a commemorative 
street sign to Jerry Ingenito’s parents, Maryann and Richard. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Visit us at
www.TimesLedger.com
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

Oktober 14th - 17th, and Oktober 21st - 24th
Monday thru Thursday

4 Course Bavarian Menu Including Such Favorites 
As Jägerschnitzel, Sauerbraten and Schweinshaxn

 7:30 PM Seating $60.00 Per Person
($20.00 per person, deposit required when making reservation)

Reserve Now! Limited Space!
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