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BY SHAWN KING AND CHRISTINA 
SANTUCCI

A 19-year-old Jackson 
Heights resident killed in a hit-

and-run crash dreamed of one 
day joining the law enforcement 
ranks, but now his family is hop-
ing authorities find the driver of 
a dark-colored sedan who struck 

the teen and drove off.
“Saturday was my brother, 

next time it could be anyone else,” 
said Luis Bravo’s 12-year-old sis-
ter Sarah.

Bravo was found by emergen-
cy responders at Broadway and 
58th Street in Woodside just after 
11 p.m. Saturday and brought to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead, police said.

Cops believe the teen was 
walking eastbound on Broadway 
when he was hit by a dark-colored 
vehicle, which fled, authorities 
said.

No one was immediately ar-
rested after Bravo’s death and the 
investigation was ongoing, the 
NYPD said.

Bravo’s relatives said the 
New York City College of Technol-
ogy student envisioned his future 
career as working for the FBI.

“He wanted to be a police offi-
cer,” Bravo’s younger sister Sarah 
said, explaining that her brother 
believed entering the NYPD was 
a pathway to the federal agency.

Bravo’s other interests in-
cluded acting, singing, playing 
basketball and taking care of the 
family dog, Rocky.

He delivered food his mother 
made so that the family could 
earn extra money after his father 
was deported back to Ecuador 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A plan to transform an old 

factory located in an industrial 
section of Maspeth into a cultural 
arts center may be hampered by 
the community.

The Knockdown Center, at 
52-19 Flushing Ave., is a former 
glass factory that first opened in 
August 2012 as an arts and event 
center, according to Tyler Myers, 
manager of the business.

It has already hosted a few 
events, including art shows and 
installations, weddings and a 
“Tiki Disco.”

In May the center hosted a 
six-hour music festival that drew 
a crowd of about 700 people, ac-
cording to Myers.

Last month Myers and other 
representatives from the center 
made their pitch to Community 
Board 5 to obtain a liquor license 
to serve at least 600 patrons.

Myers said a liquor license 
is needed for “culturally geared 
events” as well as art exhibitions, 
weddings and corporate events.

“For some of these things, it 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Former City Councilwoman Melinda Katz 

beat her opponents in all but two areas of Queens 
during last month’s borough president Demo-
cratic primary, although even the longshot candi-
dates narrowed the gap on their home turf.

Boro president primary vote
shows hopefuls’ strongholds

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Flushing Hospital 

Medical Center is set to 
open a new ambulatory 
care center in an effort to 
change how health care is 
delivered as beds become 
scarcer throughout the 

borough.
Last week the medi-

cal facility’s brass cut the 
ribbon on the 8,900-square-
foot center, which could 
open in as few as two to 
three weeks.

“The movement in 
health care today is to try 

to provide care in the least-
costly environment,” said 
Bruce Flanz, president of 
Flushing Hospital. “So the 
more out-patient, ambula-
tory services the better it is 
for the patient, the better it 
is for the system.”

Dr. Robert Crupi (l.-r.), state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky and City Councilman Peter Koo 
help snip the ribbon at Flushing Hospital 
Medical Center’s new ambulatory care fa-
cility. Photo by Joe Anuta

Art center faces 
pushback from 

Maspeth groups

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14
Continued on Page 14

Care center opens in Flushing

BIRDS OF CELEBRATION

Johnny Christ releases several of his doves into the air during an opening ceremony for the Columbus Day Parade 
in Howard Beach. See more photos at www.timesledger.com. Photo by Christina Santucci

Family mourns hit-and-run teen
Department of Transportation to study Woodside traffi c where Luis Bravo died
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Of the dozen charter 
schools already open in 
Queens, more than half are 
in the western part of the 
borough, but the propos-
als so far for new charters 
in the 2014 school year are 
focusing on neighborhoods 
in the southeast.

While Hollis’ Mer-
rick Academy was the first 
charter school in Queens, 
the controversial institu-
tions are mostly found 
west of the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway,  where there are 
now seven bunched in the 
neighborhoods of Astoria, 
Long Island City, Jackson 
Heights, Elmhurst and 
Middle Village.

This year, however, 
there are already five pro-
posals for charter schools 
in southeast Queens which, 
if approved, would double 
the number already in Hol-
lis, St. Albans, South Ja-
maica and Far Rockaway.

Last week the state 
Education Department ac-
cepted three applications 
from southeast Queens into 
Round 2 of its selection pro-
cess.

Both the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies-backed Re-
Solve Charter School and 
Black Spectrum Theatre 
Founder Carl Clay’s Spec-
trum Charter School indi-
cated they will be looking 
to co-locate with public 

schools.
ReSolve is hoping to 

open four schools across 
the city in neighborhoods 
with large black and Latino 
populations including the 
Jamaica area,  where it has 
identified nine underused 
city school buildings it 
could call home.

“Given the availability 
of space and the mayor’s 
support for this initia-
tive, the founding group is 
confident DOE space will 
be found for all ReSolve 
campuses,” the application 
said.

Clay’s Black Spectrum 
school will use “an integrat-
ed theater arts approach as 
‘the hook’ to achieve aca-
demic excellence” and said 
its ultimate goal is to find a 
home of its own, but noted 
it will be looking to share 
space with a public school 
for a three-year incubation 
period. The application 
identified August Martin 
High School in South Ja-
maica and IS 59 in Spring-
field Gardens as possible 
solutions, but Clay is going 
to have some competition 
for those spots.

The city Panel for Edu-
cation Policy is considering 
proposals to co-locate both 
those schools with Success 
Academy charter schools , 
which will be seeking ap-
proval from the SUNY 
Charter Institute begin-
ning in February.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Laseam Hogan had al-
ready been signed by Def 
Jam Records and was on 
his way to a career in rap 
music when he was shot 
and killed, according to his 
mother, Andrea McGowan.

Hogan was murdered 
in October 2010 by Malcolm 
Thompson, a former friend 
of his family’s.

“Medication? Name it, 
I’m taking it,” McGowan 
said. “I can’t sleep at night 
because I’m still looking 
out the window to see if my 
son is coming home.”

McGowan shared her 
story at a community forum 
held last Thursday night at 
Humanities and the Arts 
Magnet High School in 
Cambria Heights.

It was the same school 
attended by Kevin Miller, 
a 13-year-old who was shot 
and killed as he was walk-
ing home during a gang 
shoot-out in 2009.

The event, which drew 
about 150 people, was held to 
address the “no-snitch” cul-
ture in southeast Queens in 
which witnesses of crimes 
do not come forward with 
information, often out of 
fear of retribution.

Thompson was con-
victed last June and is cur-
rently awaiting sentencing. 
He was convicted based on 
information provided by 
three reluctant witnesses 
who were subpoenaed to 
testify.

Terryl De Mendonca, 
the executive director of 
the Misunderstood Youth 
Development Center, who 
co-hosted the event along 
with the Queens DA office, 
said she often hears com-
munity members discuss-
ing problems instead of 
solutions. 

“Can we say enough 
is enough?” she asked the 
audience. “Are you ready 
to reclaim your commu-
nities? Are you willing to 
speak up?”

She said gun violence 
has affected all the bor-
oughs in the city, and she 

urged those in attendance 
to come forward if they wit-
ness a crime.

“If you don’t say any-
thing, the next time it could 
be you,” she said.

Other parents who 
shared their stories are 
still asking witnesses to 
come forward.

Shenee Johnson spoke 
about her son, Kendrick 
Morrow, who was shot and 
killed at a party in Spring-
field Gardens in 2010. He 
was 17.

Johnson equated urg-
ing two of Morrow’s friends 
to speak about the incident 
to “pulling teeth.”

She said she spoke to 
one girl’s mother over the 
phone and begged for the 
girl to talk, but the moth-

er said her daughter was 
scared.

“I’m like, ‘At least you 
have your daughter to talk 
to,’” Johnson said. “‘I’ll 
never see my son again.’”

The forum also fea-
tured a panel of experts 
available to answer ques-
tions about violence and the 
criminal justice process.

“Without them, there 
is no trial,” De Mendonca 
said about the panel, which 
included representatives 
from the New York Police 
Department and the Queens 
district attorney’s office. 
“Without them, there is no 
justice. We cannot bring 
to trial the people who are 
hurting our families.”

Audience members 
and the panelists discussed 

possible solutions to ending 
violence, including stricter 
gun laws and mental health 
programs.

Kevin O’Connor, the 
assistant commissioner of 
the NYPD Juvenile Justice 
Division, said one key to 
stopping violence is to dis-
courage youth from ever 
wanting to pick up a gun.

“Tougher gun laws 
will not change anything,” 
O’Connor said. “Newtown, 
Conn., happened. We have 
a Newtown, Conn., every 
week in New York City.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Photographs of Laseam Hogan are shown at a forum organized to address the “no-snitch” culture in 
southeast Queens. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Black Spectrum Theatre founder Carl Clay is trying to start a per-
forming arts-based charter school in southeast Queens.

Parents discuss snitching
Forum addresses gangs, gun violence plaguing southeast Queens

Charter school bids 
focus on SE Queens

Shenee Johnson tells the story of how her son, Kendrick Morrow, 
was shot and killed. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Kendrick Morrow died in 
2010. He was 17. 

Photo courtesy Morrow Family
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$40/$32 Members/$20 Students 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Senior Sarah Levell 
was headed to the Capital 
One branch in Hollis to get 
cash when she happened 
upon a rally Saturday of 
elected officials and pa-
trons, calling on the bank 
to keep the Hillside Avenue 
location open despite plans 
to close later this month.

Levell, who lives sev-
eral blocks from the bank, 
at 204-12 Hillside Ave., said 
she had had an account 
with ING before it was ac-
quired by Capital One and 
worried about the effect the 
branch’s planned closure 
would have on her graphic 
design and T-shirt business 
as well as on her normal 
routine.

Disabled after she de-
veloped polio at 2, Levell 
said the next nearest loca-
tion is in Queens Village, 
at 216-19 Jamaica Ave. — 
more than a mile and a half 
away.

“I would have to go so 
far,” she said.

In a letter to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
Jim Brown, Capital One’s 
senior director of state gov-
ernment relations, said the 
lease is about to expire on 
the branch, which does not 
have a good location for vis-
ibility or foot traffic, two 
reasons behind the planned 
closure Oct. 19.

“We determined the 
lack of drive-through fa-
cilities and adequate park-
ing here prevented us from 
providing the best level of 
service to our customers,” 
Brown wrote. 

A spokeswoman for 
Capital One, which has 40 
locations in Queens, said 
all  employees at the Hollis 
branch who asked to work 
elsewhere were placed at 
other sites.

Elected officials were 
hoping to at least buy some 
time before customers have 
to use other sites and pos-
sibly stop the closure alto-
gether.

Hundreds of Hollis 
residents signed a petition 
requesting that the bank 

stay open, Avella said.
“This is not the fault 

of the local branch or the 
people who work here. It 
is a corporate decision and 
sometimes a corporate de-
cision can be reversed,” he 
said.

Elected officials are 
also looking for Capital 
One customers who may 
not have received a manda-
tory letter from the com-
pany informing them of 
the branch’s planned shut-
down. The Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. Improve-
ment Act requires banks 
to notify patrons by mail 
at least 90 days before a 
branch will shut its doors.

“It gives us more time 
to keep working this,” Avel-
la said of the possibility of 
another round of letters to 
be sent out, thereby post-
poning the closure by 90 
days.

Avella was joined by 
state Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough (D-Ja-
maica) and City Council-
man Leroy Comrie (D-St 

Albans), all of whom are 
Capital One customers.

“This represents a dis-
investment in the commu-
nity,” Scarborough said.

Hollis resident Nancy 
Schwarz, 66, who plans to 
switch to Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank in the FranHill 
shopping center if the Capi-
tal One branch closes, com-
plained of the added cost to 
travel to another neighbor-
hood to bank.

“If you have to take 
a bus to another location, 
that’s $2.50 and time,” she 
said.

Jacqueline Butler-
Elder, 71, found out about 
her branch’s closing from 
her hairstylist, Shanta Per-
saud.

Butler-Elder, who was 
sure she had not received 
the letter, said she had  
two much activity in her 
accounts to switch banks 
should the Hollis location 
close.

“I’m thinking about 
the bad weather,” she said, 
“and that is not good.”

Sarah Levell worries about how the planned closure of the 
Capital One branch in Hollis will affect her small business. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Residents of Hollis slam plan 
to shutter neighborhood bank



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, O
CT. 6, 2013

5

UNIQUE WEEKEND FAMILY EXPERIENCES
• SPIRITS ALIVE — A Self Guided Walking Tour Saturday, Oct. 12 
from 2:00–4:00PM, with actors wearing period costumes playing the 
roles of the cemetery’s most illustrious and historical fi gures, recounting 
tales of their lives through memories, speeches and song

Enter Maple Grove Cemetery at 83-15 Kew Gardens Road at 
Lefferts Blvd. — Through the Victorian Section

$5 per person, members and children under 12 free. Visitors are en-
couraged to dress in period costumes. In case of rain, event will be 
held at the Center at Maple Grove, 127-15 Kew Gardens Road, Kew 
Gardens NY 11415. Free Parking at Memorial Park Section

• SPIRITS ALIVE AT TWILIGHT CONCERT — Live Musical Revue 
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Performers pay tribute to 
the legendary musical talents of Maple Grove. The Center at Maple 
Grove — FREE — Limited Seating — Handicap Accessible. Make Res-
ervations (347) 878–6614   www.friendsofmaplegrove.org

• WALKING TOURS — Sunday, Oct. 13 – Tour with Maple Grove 
Historian Carl Ballenas at 10:00 AM or 2:00 PM. Call to make a 
reservation (347) 878–6614 or email carl.ballenas@gmail.com

 Spirits Alive Events
FRIENDS OF MAPLE GROVE CEMETERY

A FEATURED OPENHOUSENEWYORK EVENT AT MAPLE GROVE

BY PHIL CORSO

There were hundreds of 
voices shouting but one unified 
message coming out of a crowded 
protest against class cuts Wednes-
day at Benjamin N. Cardozo High 
School in Oakland Gardens.

“What do we want? AP! 
When do we want it? Now!” stu-
dents shouted.

The students came together 
to demand the city keep its hands 
off their college-level Advanced 
Placement courses after their 
principal announced changes at 
the school.

Cardozo Principal Gerald 
Martori sent a letter to parents 
Tuesday explaining how an un-
expected dip in enrollment forced 
the school to adjust its course of-
ferings. In the letter, he said AP 
classes taught in double periods 
would instead go under a “blend-
ed learning model,” with the sec-
ond period devoted to research 
and portfolio development.

City Councilman Mark We-

prin (D-Oakland Gardens) said 
the enrollment miscalculation 
led to the city Education Depart-
ment overpaying the school. He 
called on the city to restore the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
being rescinded from the school’s 
budget, which would slash AP 
courses, sports and certain ser-
vices.

He said the DOE was forcing 
the school to repay $400,000 at a 
rate of $130,000 a year, to make up 

for a DOE bookkeeping error.
“DOE made an error, and 

now thousands of students are 
left in the lurch in the middle of 
the school year,” Weprin said. 
“By cutting funds to the school, 
DOE is unfairly punishing the 
students for its own mistakes.”

A spokesman for the DOE 
said it was up to Martori to decide 
how to manage the budget and 
fund programs. When it came to 
enrollment figures, he said the 

high school was only 15 students 
below its projections and has un-
til Oct. 31 to get there, which the 
city was helping them do.

“There were no budget cuts 
to schools in FY14. School budgets 
fluctuate annually based on the 
number of registered students,” a 
DOE spokesman said. “There was 
also no error in enrollment. We 
are working closely with Princi-
pal Martori to make sure that the 
school’s programming is aligned 
with their budget and continues 
to focus on providing rigorous 
courses to prepare our students 
for college and careers. Cardozo 
will be able to maintain its Ad-
vanced Placement courses.”

Thomas Dinegar, a Cardozo 
senior and president of the Stu-
dent Organization, helped orga-
nize the raucous rally against the 
cuts with some fellow classmates 
over the last two weeks since they 
started hearing of classes being 
cut. He said the school needed 
support from the greater commu-
nity to make sure its message is 

heard.
“Budget cuts have been go-

ing on for a while, but enough is 
enough,” Dinegar said. “The peo-
ple who run this school do a great 
job, but they’re not being given 
enough help.”

Senior Lawrence Rooden-
burg said the school tried cutting 
an AP economics class he was en-
rolled in, but ended up keeping it 
after strong opposition from the 
students. The school tried com-
pensating students by offering 
them seats in other classes, but 
Roodenburg said that was only a 
quick fix.

Cardozo PTA President 
Laura Schwartzberg said the city 
was already shortchanging Car-
dozo students when comparing 
them to those at other northeast 
Queens high schools, such as Bay-
side High School. She said it was 
unfair for the DOE to take away 
what they had already given to 
the students, but she was proud to 
see such an organized and strong 
response.

Cardozo HS kids protest against college-level course cuts
Oakland Gardens school says enrollment projections fell short to spark budget snafu with city

Cardozo High School students hold up signs in protest of their college-level 
courses being cut. Photo by Phil Corso



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
6,

 2
01

3
6

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A Maspeth favorite is 

back.
Nearly 2 1/2 years 

later — and after the grand 
opening was postponed a 
few times — O’Neill’s is of-
ficially open for business.

The restaurant, at 64-
21 53rd Drive, was razed 
by a five-alarm grease fire 
in May 2011 to the dismay 
of both the eatery’s owner, 
George O’Neill, and the 
surrounding community.

Originally founded in 
1928 as the Plateau Tavern 
by O’Neill’s father, the res-
taurant became a mainstay 
in the community.

Immediately after it 
burned down, O’Neill made 
the decision to rebuild. De-
spite some setbacks and is-
sues with construction, the 
restaurant held its grand 
opening Friday afternoon.

Members of Rescue 
Co. 4 presented O’Neill a 

commemorative plaque 
containing the flag they 
had removed from in front 
of the restaurant the night 
it was destroyed. It was all 
that remained in the rub-
ble, according to O’Neill.

“It’s beautiful,” he said 
about the plaque.

Rescue Co. 4 Capt. Joe 
Gandiello said the fire-
fighters held onto the flag 
so they could later return it 
to its owner.

“It’s a great day,” 
Gandiello said. “I’m glad 
we’re here.”

Tara O’Neill Pyle, 
O’Neill’s daughter, said the 
event was exciting for the 
family.

“It’s a wonderful feel-
ing,” she said.

She said the restau-
rant is already booked for 
events into 2014. Members 
of the community often 
hold christenings, birthday 
parties and other events 
there.
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BY PHIL CORSO

A joint public hearing 
later this month will allow 
residents to weigh in on the 
city’s proposal to co-locate 
a school at Martin Van Bu-
ren High School in Queens 
Village.

The city Education De-
partment rolled out the pro-
posal to put another school 
in Martin Van Buren after 
it saw a 40 percent drop in 
applications since 2010, ac-
cording to a spokesman. A 
public hearing was planned 
for Oct. 23 at 6 p.m. at the 
school, where residents can 
sound off on the plan.

Written comments 
were also being accepted 
via e-mail at d26propos-
als@schools.nyc.gov or by 
phone at 212-374-7621, the 
DOE said.

Elected officials 
and community leaders 
throughout northeast 
Queens have stood staunch-
ly against the plan since it 
came to the surface over 
the summer, some of whom 
said the school was just 
beginning a long process 
of repairing its reputation 
under new leadership. The 
school hired Principal Sam 
Sochet after its progress 
reports dropped from B in 
2008 to C in 2012 and has 
been working to implement 
new programs for students, 
including internship op-
portunities at nearby North 
Shore-LIJ Health System in 

Glen Oaks.
“One of the worst 

things that could happen 
to a school like Martin Van 
Buren is a co-location. The 
new leadership I helped 
install at the school has fi-
nally begun to turn things 
around,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
one of the several elected 
officials to oppose the 
plans. “Now, a co-location 
is threatening to divert the 
necessary resources that 
Martin Van Buren needs to 
continue to thrive.”

Avella, along with 

state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) and 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
called on the DOE to drop 
the proposal to allow the 
school more time to rebuild 
from within.

A DOE spokesman, 
however, said the co-loca-
tion consideration was only 
created to offer parents 
with more options and al-
low students to obtain a 
high school diploma and an 
associate degree as an in-
tern outside the classroom.

“Across the city, we’ve 

transformed the landscape 
with our new school options 
— and we’ve been national-
ly recognized by President 
Obama for our visionary of-
ferings,” a DOE spokesman 
said in a statement. “We’re 
delivering an incredible 
new early college and ca-
reer technical education 
school for this community, 
one of only a handful from 
around the city. This will 
be a special new option that 
will deliver great outcomes 
for children, and we’re con-
fident it will be in very high 
demand.”

A public hearing is slated to give residents a chance to speak out about a proposal to co-locate an-
other school at Martin Van Buren High School in Queens Village.

O’Neill’s in Maspeth 
makes its comeback

Hearing set for Van Buren
Residents ready to sound off against school co-location proposal

Bagpipers perform at the grand opening for O’Neill’s in Maspeth. 
Photo by Bianca Fortis
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RESTAURANT WEEK
October 7th - October 10th

Dine at dozens of restaurants in Queens, the city’s most 
diverse and multi-cultural borough.

For more information, call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228
or visit itsinqueens.com

$28
SPONSORED BY:

of 
the

THE QUEENS
2013

QueensCourier.com

2013 QUEENS
  W

here Restaurants Shop
® 

®

PRE-FIXE MENU
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8 The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens Republican 
Party Chairman Phil Ra-
gusa successfully fended 
off a challenge from former 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner in the 
party’s internal 
election last week 
to keep hold of the 
reins of the bor-
ough GOP.

After a heated pri-
mary election, all eyes 
were turned to The Recep-
tion House in Whitestone 
Friday evening, where af-
ter six-plus hours Ragusa 
earned 52 percent of the 
party members’ vote to 
Turner’s 47 percent. 

Every two years when 
voters head to the polls, 
they cast ballots for county 
and state committee mem-
bers, who then elect a new 
slate of leaders in the party. 
This year 589 Republicans 
cast votes weighted by how 
many registered party 
members their districts 
represent. Ragusa ended 
up with 39,082 nods, while 
Turner pulled in 35,582.

“I am honored and 
humbled by the show of 
support given to me by 
Queens County Commit-
tee and State Committee 
members,” Ragusa said in a 
statement. “I will continue 
to lead the party honorably 

and faithfully and will work 
to unify the party so that 
the Queens GOP continues 
to grow and become even 
stronger in the future.”

Following several 
years of dissent and a cor-

ruption scandal ear-
lier this year that 
marred the county 
party, Ragusa faced 
a broad challenge to 

his leadership in Septem-
ber’s primary races.

The party chairman 
had an acrimonious battle, 
which he won, against 
Whitestone resident Sal 
Bacarella for his state 
committee seat, and more 
than 100 county commit-
tee members faced primary 
challenges. 

Ragusa had not con-
fronted an opponent for his 
seat since he won it in 2007, 
and only six county com-
mittee seats were contested 
during the party’s last pri-
mary in 2009.

In 2012, Ragusa and 
the party backed Forest 
Hills lawyer Juan Reyes in 
an unsuccessful primary 
battle against City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) for state Senate. Ul-
rich won the primary but 
lost to Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), and the 
disgruntled councilman is 
said to be one of the driv-

ing forces behind the par-
ty’s insurgent faction with 
which Turner, the former 
congressman from Breezy 
Point, is allied.

Earlier this year, he 
and two other GOP Council 
members exploited a loop-
hole to oust the party’s pick 
for commissioner at the city 
Board of Elections’ Queens 
office.

Ragusa’s decision to 
back GOP mayoral can-
didate John Catsimatidis 
over Joe Lhota also ruffled 
feathers in Queens, but the 
party’s most public distress 
came in April, when former 
Executive Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone was charged 
in a public bribery scandal 
and claimed that he, not Ra-
gusa, ran the party.

Former First Vice 
Chairman Robert Beltrani, 
a Ragusa loyalist, was voted  
into the position left vacant 
when Tabone stepped down 
in Friday’s leadership elec-
tion. 

James McClelland, a 
member of the insurgent 
faction, was elected to the 
first vice chairman posi-
tion.

Party insiders say Ra-
gusa is mulling a retire-
ment in the near future. If 
that were to come, Beltrani 
would be promoted to his 
chairman position.

Phil Ragusa (l.) remains the Queens GOP chairman after defeating off a challenge from former U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner. Photo courtesy Turner

Ragusa fends off Turner 
for Queens GOP chair



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, O
CT. 6, 2013

9

�������	
���
������
��
�����
����
������
�����
��
����������	��

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
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Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

APR* APR*

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE LAST GREAT DEAL
IN NYC REAL ESTATE 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The friction mounting 
between two groups over 
a proposal to transform a 
piece of old railway line 
into a public park came to 
a head on Tuesday over a 
disagreement about who 
had actually been invited 
to a meeting to discuss the 
park plans.

The proposed park, 
known as the QueensWay, 
would turn 3 1/2 miles of 
the abandoned Rockaway 
Beach Branch of the Long 
Island Rail Road into a lin-
ear greenway, inspired by 
Manhattan’s High Line.

It would extend from 
Rego Park to Ozone Park, 
crossing through Forest 
Park.

More than 2,000 peo-
ple have signed a petition 
asking the city to create 
the park, but one group of 
Queens residents, many 
of whom live in the Rock-
aways, would prefer to see 

train service reactivated.
And the last faction, a 

group of Woodhaven resi-
dents, is opposed to both 
plans.

The park protesters 
from Woodhaven, some 
wielding “No QueensWay” 
signs, packed  the meeting 
at El Viejo Yayo, at 97-12 
101st Ave. in Ozone Park, 
Tuesday night.

Neil Giannelli, a 98th 
Street resident who has 
been vocally opposed to the 
QueensWay, said he had 
been invited to the meeting 
and expected a “meet and 
greet.” He told a few neigh-
bors about the meeting and 
word spread, he said.

Andrea Crawford, the 
second vice chairwoman 
of Community Board 9, 
said the meeting was sup-
posed to be for QueensWay 
supporters and volunteers 
only.

“Obviously our meet-
ing got crashed,” she said.

Supporters of reviving 

the rail line were not pres-
ent.

Travis Terry, who 
founded Friends of the 
QueensWay, told the 75 or 
so people in the audience 
that the meeting was an 
opportunity to learn about 
the park proposal and the 
group.

“This can improve the 
quality of life in the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “This 
can lead to improved secu-
rity and new economic de-

velopment opportunities.”
But the community 

members opposed to the 
park concept believe it 
could jeopardize their safe-
ty and privacy and lower 
their property values.

Terry and other Queen-
sWay supporters tried to 
lead a discussion about 
park plans and address the 
concerns of the community, 
but they were met with an 
angry backlash.

Some protesters, in-

cluding Giannelli, inter-
rupted the speakers.

“They want me to be 
polite,” Giannelli later said. 
“But I’m afraid that if I’m 
polite, they’re going to run 
me over.”

Joe Guzman, a 98th 
Street homeowner since 
1985, said he feared for the 
future of Woodhaven resi-
dents as well as businesses 
along the abandoned rail-
way line who he believes 
may be displaced by the 
park.

“You keep saying you 
have heart,” Guzman told 
QueensWay leaders. “But 
you can’t have more heart 
than the people whose prop-
erty is on the front lines.”

In August, the Trust for 
Public Lands announced it 
had chosen two city design 
firms to conduct a feasibil-
ity study of the project. The 
funds for the city were pro-
vided through a $467,000 
grant from the governor’s 
office.

Mimi Taft, a member 
of the QueensWay Steering 
Committee, told the crowd 
the point of the feasibil-
ity study is to determine 
whether constructing the 
QueensWay is even viable.

Tempers in the two 
groups escalated until Taft 
finally shouted at Giannel-
li, who was standing up, to 
“Shut up — shut up and sit 
down.”

Crawford said there 
will be future meetings 
held for community mem-
bers who want to weigh in 
on their concerns, probably 
between October and De-
cember.

“When this is built, 
they’ll see the neighbor-
hood is safer, more secure 
and their property values 
will have gone up,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Travis Terry explains how the QueensWay will benefit the commu-
nity. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Neighbors, supporters clash over QueensWay
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Downtown Jamaica is 
starting to look like a Mo-
nopoly board with plans for 
a third hotel in the works 
for the block to the east of 
the Long Island Rail Road 
station.

A spokeswoman for 
Marriott Hotels said Flush-
ing’s United Construction 
and Development Group 
Corp. is expected to open 
the doors on its 15-story, 86-
room Courtyard/Fairfield 
Inn Suites hotel on Archer 
Avenue in January 2015.

United Construction 
did not return a request for 
comment, but plans filed 
with the city Department of 
Buildings in late July show 
the developer’s 170-foot-tall, 
202,314-square-foot build-
ing will be split between 
Marriott’s economy-travel 
brands, with 12 rooms set 
aside for the Fairfield Inn 
and 74 rooms available at 
the Courtyard.

Fairfield offers the 
bare essentials for price-
conscious travellers and 
Courtyard reaches for a cli-
entele seeking a few more 
amenities, but  both benefit 
from the Marriott name .

Berkita Bradford, an 
economics professor at St. 
John’s University studying 
the hospitality industry, 
said the development seems 
to be a vote of confidence for 
the up-and-coming neigh-
borhood.

“I imagine Marriott 
did their homework. That’s 
telling me that they’re at 
least anticipating change 
in the neighborhood,” she 
said. “They don’t typically 
drop hotels into locations 
that a guest wouldn’t be 
comfortable walking into a 
store late at night or check-
ing in.”

The lodge will also fea-
ture other amenities aimed 
at luring business travel-
ers, such as two restau-
rants, four meeting rooms, 

two work rooms, two offic-
es and a fitness room.

More than 200,000 pas-
sengers pass through down-
town Jamaica each day on 
the LIRR, two subway lines 
and the AirTrain JFK, a 
point business leaders have 
long highlighted when try-

ing to sell developers on the 
area.

In 2007, the city re-
zoned 368 blocks downtown 
with the hopes of encourag-
ing development near the 
dense transit infrastruc-
ture, but when the economy 
tanked, many of the plans 

stalled out.
Recently, however, the 

neighborhood has experi-
enced a boom.

If the Marriott hotels 
are completed on time, it 
would give them a nine-
month headstart on a 
150-room Four Points by 

  Sheraton set to open in Sep-
tember 2015 across the rail-
road tracks on 94th Avenue. 
Bradford described Four 
Points as a “mid-luxury” 
brand.

With 100,498 square 
feet of space spread out 
across nine floors, the 
Sheraton’s design  also 
boast offices, a fitness cen-
ter, a meeting room and a 
restaurant.

Both hotels, however, 
would sit in the shadow of 
a 24-story, 210-room hotel 
slated to go up across from 
the Air Train station after 
the Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corp. and the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority hammered out a 
deal in mid-September.

The Able Management 
Group is in charge of oper-
ating the lodge, but has not 
yet announced which brand 
it will bring in. The compa-
ny runs a Holiday Inn and 
a Wingate by Wyndham on 
Long Island.

Third hotel planned near Jamaica AirTrain

A 15-story hotel is planned for this vacant Jamaica lot. Photo by Rich Bockmann

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYP 10/6/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org
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SHE’S SO UNUSUAL
30TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR

QUEENS HOMECOMING CONCERT

KupferbergPresents.org
718-793-8080 or visit the Box Office

Box Office and Venues located at: 65-30 Kissena Blvd,
Flushing, NY 11367. Exit 24 off the LIE

BY JOE ANUTA
 
College Point commu-

nity leaders are furious the 
NYPD quietly set up a tow 
yard without the neighbor-
hood’s knowledge.

The makeshift car re-
pository is on the corner 
of 31st Avenue and College 
Point Boulevard in the 
parking lot of a new, vacant 
two-story building owned 
by a printing company, 
according to Community 
Board 7 and city property 
records.

“We are very mad 
about it,” fumed CB 7 
Chairman Gene Kelty, who 
said the board only found 
out about the towing opera-
tion after residents saw the 
NYPD trucks in the area.

“We don’t want them. 
I don’t care what we have 
to do. I’ve have enough of 
the Police Department,” he 
said, referring specifically 
to the portion of the NYPD 
that selects and manages 

facilities.
The intersection is in 

the College Point Corporate 
Park and directly across 
from the nearly completed 
$656 million College Point 
Police Academy, which will 
train more than 3,000 re-
cruits a year. It also shares 

31st Avenue with the North 
Shore Marine Transfer Sta-
tion, where garbage trucks 
trolling a large swath of 
northeast Queens will con-
verge to dump their cargo 
and have the refuse floated 
away by barge.

The NYPD did not 

respond to a request for 
comment by press time, 
but state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said in a state-
ment that the community 
should have been notified 
because of the added traffic 
burden.

“College Point resi-

dents have to deal with a 
lot of quality-of-life issues 
that emanate directly from 
the College Point Corporate 
Park, including significant 
traffic congestion,” he said. 
“That is why it is simply 
unacceptable for this NYPD 
tow pound, which will have 
a profound effect on traffic 
in the area, to move into the 
corporate park without the 
community’s prior knowl-
edge and approval.”

In addition, Avella not-
ed the NYPD may be oper-
ating the tow yard without 
going through the proper 
land-use procedures. 

The new pound is a 
replacement for one the de-
partment lost in Brooklyn.

That lot happened 
to be in the footprint of a 
planned replacement to 
the Kosciuszko Bridge that 
will span Newtown Creek, 
according to the state De-
partment of Transporta-
tion, which is handling the 
project.

Police representatives 
told the board the move was 
temporary, but members 
questioned why the NYPD 
could not store the cars on a 
portion of the Police Acad-
emy site that is not slated 
for development, since that 
site previously housed an 
NYPD tow lot .

A representative of 
the printing company that 
owns the lot, Ares Group, 
did not respond to a request 
for comment, but according 
to the city Economic Devel-
opment Corp., which man-
ages the corporate park, the 
company is poised to move 
its operations from Brook-
lyn to the vacant building, 
but the timing of the move 
was unclear.

EDC said they no lon-
ger have any jurisdiction 
over the site, and only col-
lect fees from Ares to fund 
general maintenance in the 
corporate park.

College Point fumes over new NYPD tow pound

A chain-link fence surrounds the NYPD’s newest tow facility in College Point. Photo by Joe Anuta
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE

BY PHIL CORSO

From the outside, the Oak-
land Gardens headquarters of 
Heroic Racing Apparel looks like 
any other home, but inside owner 
Todd McNabney and operating 
manager Esther Hur grind away 
at a different kind of protective 
riding gear.

Heroic Racing Apparel was 
founded in 2006 with the motor-
cycle enthusiast in mind and 
set out with the goal of revolu-
tionizing the way riders protect 
themselves, whether on the track 
or the street. The business has 
since been churning out custom-
made and unique gear to keep 
riders safe nationwide.

“The biggest thing, for me, 
is being innovative,” McNabney 
said. “We focus heavily on keep-
ing people safe because there’s a 
need for it.”

McNabney, who started rid-
ing in 1996, said he was growing 
tired of seeing so many bikers 

killed in accidents that could 
have been prevented if they were 
wearing the right protection. He 
started working with unique ma-
terials like kangaroo skin, cow-
hide, Kevlar and more to strate-

gically stitch together a riding 
outfit that keeps people safe from 
head to toe from bike spills at 
speeds as high as 160 mph.

“A lot of kids want to make 
their mark,” McNabney said. 

“But there is no reason to go out 
and rush without the right pro-
tection. We can keep them safe.”

And what makes them even 
more unique, he said, was their 
ability and willingness to make 
custom gear for anyone inter-
ested.

One customer, McNabney 
said, wanted to say his wedding 
vows while decked out in a tux-
edo-themed Heroic outfit, and 
the team started working on just 
that. Hanging in their headquar-
ters was that man’s wedding suit: 
a black-and-white outfit that the 
groom could wear at both the al-
ter and the race track.

McNabney also said he and 
Hur take Heroic out onto the 
road, right into riders’ faces, so 
they never have to leave the sport 
they love. Their makeshift work-
shop on wheels travels to pro 
races throughout the country 
and offers anything the rider on 
the go might need from gear and 
repairs to suit customizing.

“The idea is modernizing 

the look, but with safety and 
style,” he said. “It means a lot to 
me.”

The standard suit takes less 
than two weeks to assemble, Mc-
Nabney said, but requires lots of 
precise stitching made possible 
by the business’ antique sewing 
machines. He said he designed 
each piece of protection in such 
a way so that riders could have 
their gear look unique but be re-
paired quickly if needed.

“It’s not just dresses. It’s 
hard-core stuff,” McNabney said. 
“For us, it’s all about getting out 
and enjoying the sport.

But at the end of the day, Mc-
Nabney said one of Heroic’s big 
pitches revolved around promot-
ing a safe mindset while on the 
road, whether it is in the pro rac-
ing circuit or just simple street 
riding. In Queens, he said there 
was a big scene of street crews 
who ride together, and he hopes 
his gear could influence them to 
keep safety a top priority without 
having to sacrifice style.

Oakland Gdns. biz marries biker style, safety
Heroic Racing Apparel assembles custom-made protective gear for motorcycle lovers nationwide

Heroic owner Todd McNabney (l.) and operations manager Esther Hur fine-tune 
pieces of gear in their Oakland Gardens headquarters. Photo by Phil Corso



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
6,

 2
01

3
14

is better to have a bar that’s open for 
patrons and have that be part of the 
economic model,” he said. “This would 
help us be able to do that.”

But community members have 
expressed concern that it may be open 
illegally because its owners have not 
acquired necessary permits of opera-
tion.

Myers said they have been using 
temporary events permits, however, to 
allow the facility to operate. They have 
also used temporary beer and wine 
permits for any event at which alcohol 
was served, he said. 

The hope is that the center will be 
officially up and running within the 
next few months, he said.

Community leaders, including 
state Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood), have sent letters to the 
State Liquor Authority, asking it to 
deny the license.

“I have some questions and con-
cerns regarding the viability of this 
business,” Nolan wrote.

Bordered by Flushing Avenue and 
54th Street, the facility is surrounded 
by other factories and warehouses, but 
it is also right across the street from 
residential homes.

Bob Holden, a CB 5 member, said 
one of his concerns is that the facility 
is within an industrial business zone.

“Partying and noise could dis-
courage manufacturing or industrial 
businesses from coming in,” he said. 
“It defeats the purpose of the IBZ. It’s 
out of character.”

An application for a place of as-
sembly filed with the city Department 
of Buildings says the space would be 
used to hold up to 5,000 people.

“That is potentially hundreds or 
thousands of people running around,” 
Holden said. “What’s that going to do to 
the area?”

Another concern for the com-
munity is transportation, but Myers 
pointed out that the building is a few 
blocks from the L train and there are 
several nearby bus routes. The B57 
stops in front of the facility.

“Some people assume that we just 
want to throw raves every night,” My-
ers said about some of the backlash. 
“But that’s not at all what we want to 
do.”

He said the center has received 
mostly positive feedback from commu-
nity members who understand what 
the business is trying to accomplish.

“What we’re going to offer Mas-
peth and the district and the city at 
large are some pretty unique and awe-
some things,” he said. “We’re looking 
forward to getting set up and showing 
everybody the best time we can.”

Reach reporter Bianca Fortis by 
email at bfortis@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1
License

and helped his sister with her 
homework.

“He was like a dad to me,” 
Sarah said.

His mother, Martha Pu-
runcajas, who was treated for 
breast cancer 10 years ago and 
has since been diagnosed can-
cer-free, relied on her son to 
take care of the family.

“I think that’s why God 
took him away, because he was 
a good guy,” Puruncajas said in 
Spanish as Sarah translated.

On Saturday night, Purun-
cajas saw her son doing home-
work several hours before he 
was killed.

“She doesn’t believe in 
three hours she lost her son,” 

Sarah said of her mother.
Three days after the fatal 

crash, City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
called on the city Department of 
Transportation to slow traffic 
in the area and said four pedes-
trians have lost their lives in the 
past three months within his 
district, which includes Long 
Island City and Sunnyside.

“We are sick and tired of 
asking for the DOT to do the 
right thing and protect the peo-
ple of this city,” said state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
who joined Van Bramer, state 
Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey (D-Maspeth) and Paul 
Steely White, executive director 
of Transportation Alternatives, 
at the news conference Tuesday 
afternoon.

The Rev. Joshua Hollmann, 
of Christ Church and Child Cen-

ter, asked two years ago that a 
speed bump be installed on 58th 
Street in front of the 130-student 
school he runs, and in March 
2012 community residents, 
including Ed Surmenian, re-
quested that the DOT examine 
the timing of traffic lights on 
Broadway between 69th Street 
and Northern Boulevard. 

A spokesman for the agen-
cy said no changes were rec-
ommended along Broadway at 
the time and the speed bump 
request did not meet agency 
guidelines. 

But the DOT now plans to 
take another look at conditions 
on the Broadway corridor to as-
sess signal timing and intersec-
tion controls and will examine 
whether it is feasible to put in 
traffic calming measures, the 
spokesman said.

The city Board of Elections 
recently released the results of 
the primary broken down by 
state Assembly district, which 
revealed where Katz, along 
with state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), businessman Everly 
Brown and Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) drew 
from their power bases.

Katz is now facing Republi-
can Tony Arcabascio in the No-
vember general election.

She received 44.8 percent 
of the vote overall, but in the 
district of state Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-forest Hills), 
she creamed the competition 
with 65.2 percent of the vote 
compared to Vallone, the next 
best finisher, who garnered 24.4 
percent.

Katz served as the area’s 
assemblywoman the late 1990s 

and later was elected to the City 
Council there.

Vallone also trounced the 
field on his home turf, despite 
finishing with 33.7 percent 
overall.

In state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris’ (D-Astoria) district, 
which corresponds closely to 

the Council district Vallone has 
represented since 2001, the law-
maker got 60 percent of the vote, 
about double what Katz racked 
up.

Vallone also bested Katz by 
about 5 percent in the district 
represented by Margaret Mar-
key (D-Maspeth), which is cen-

tered around the Maspeth and 
Middle Village areas, but also 
runs into portions of Astoria.

Other than the two dis-
tricts won by Vallone, Katz beat 
all of her opponents in the re-
maining 16.

Avella picked up about 
9.3 percent of the vote over-
all, according to figures from 
the board, even though he an-
nounced he would drop out of 
the race in August.

His announcement came 
too late to get his name off the 
ballot, and despite shutting 
down the campaign, the senator 
received 24.6 percent of the vote 
in Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein’s (D-Bayside) district. The 
area overlaps with Avella’s Sen-
ate district and covers a hand-
ful of northeast Queens neigh-
borhoods, where the lawmaker 
was nipping at the heels of Val-
lone, who received 32.2 percent, 
and creating the narrowest gap 
between him and Katz, who got 
38.9 percent.

The new center, in part of 
the hospital on the corner of 
45th Avenue and Burling Street, 
will offer services in medicine, 
pediatrics, surgery and a vari-
ety of other specialities, includ-
ing radiology and ophthalmol-
ogy. The idea is to help patients 
stay healthy with preventative 
care and keep them out of the 
emergency room.

“This is state-of-the-art, 
cutting-edge and the future,” 
Flanz said.

Six hospitals have closed 
in the borough over the last 10 
years, with Holliswood Hospital 
in Jamaica Estates becoming 
the latest facility to shut down 
in August.

Although the loss of beds 
has alarmed many leaders in 
Queens, including Borough 
President Helen Marshall, 
Flanz, who has been involved in 
Queens health care for 38 years, 

said advances in medicine have 
actually cut down the need 
for longterm stays and have 
brought ambulatory services to 
the forefront.

“Thirty-eight years ago we 
had 25 hospitals in Queens. To-
day we have nine,” he said. “But 
you don’t need as many.”

For example, a quarter 
century ago, a hernia operation 
used to require a five-day stay, 
he said, but with advances in 
treatment patients are in and 
out in three or four hours.

The new facility will re-
place the hospital’s old ambula-
tory care center, which served 
about 50,000 patients a year, and 
will soon be able to accommo-
date about 75,000 patients — an 
increase of about 50 percent. It 
boasts 32 exam rooms, half de-
signed for pediatric care.

The yearlong construction 
project was funded through a $4 
million Health Efficiency and 
Affordability Law Grant, doled 
out by the state to help fund cap-
i t a l 
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Hit-Run

Woodside resident Marion 
Molno holds a sign at the 
Woodside news conference. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Everly Brown got twice the percentage of votes in southeast Queens com-
pared to his overall numbers.
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

Oktober 14th - 17th, and Oktober 21st - 24th
Monday thru Thursday

4 Course Bavarian Menu Including Such Favorites 
As Jägerschnitzel, Sauerbraten and Schweinshaxn

 7:30 PM Seating $60.00 Per Person
($20.00 per person, deposit required when making reservation)

Reserve Now! Limited Space!
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