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Downtown Jamaica is start-
ing to look like a Monopoly board 
with plans for a third hotel in the 
works for the block to the east of 
the Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion.

A spokeswoman for Marriott 
Hotels said Flushing’s United 
Construction and Development 
Group Corp. is expected to open 
the doors on its 15-story, 86-room 
Courtyard/Fairfield Inn Suites 
hotel on Archer Avenue in Janu-
ary 2015.

United Construction did not 
return a request for comment, but 
plans filed with the city Depart-
ment of Buildings in late July 
show the developer’s 170-foot-
tall, 202,314-square-foot building 
will be split between Marriott’s 
economy-travel brands, with 12 
rooms set aside for the Fairfield 
Inn and 74 rooms available at the 
Courtyard.

Fairfield offers the bare es-
sentials for price-conscious trav-
ellers and Courtyard reaches for 
a clientele seeking a few more 
amenities, but  both benefit from 
the Marriott name .

Berkita Bradford, an eco-
nomics professor at St. John’s 
University studying the hospitali-
ty industry, said the development 
seems to be a vote of confidence 
for the up-and-coming neighbor-

Continued on Page 50

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The friction mounting be-
tween two groups over a proposal 
to transform a piece of old railway 
line into a public park came to a 
head on Tuesday over a disagree-

ment about who had actually been 
invited to a meeting to discuss the 
park plans.

The proposed park, known as 
the QueensWay, would turn 3 1/2 
miles of the abandoned Rockaway 
Beach Branch of the Long Island 

Rail Road into a linear greenway, 
inspired by Manhattan’s High 
Line.

It would extend from Rego 
Park to Ozone Park, crossing 
through Forest Park.

More than 2,000 people have 

signed a petition asking the city 
to create the park, but one group 
of Queens residents, many of 
whom live in the Rockaways, 
would prefer to see train service 
reactivated.

BIRDS OF CELEBRATION

Johnny Christ releases several of his doves into the air during an opening ceremony for the Columbus Day Parade in Howard Beach. See more photos on 
Page 22. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 50
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QueensWay incites controversy
Supporters, neighbors clash over proposal to transform track into linear park

Third hotel 
planned near 
LIRR station

Jackson Hts. mom mourns 
death of son in hit-and-run
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A Maspeth favorite is 

back.
Nearly 2 1/2 years 

later — and after the grand 
opening was postponed a 
few times — O’Neill’s is of-
ficially open for business.

The restaurant, at 64-
21 53rd Drive, was razed 
by a five-alarm grease fire 
in May 2011 to the dismay 
of both the eatery’s owner, 
George O’Neill, and the 
surrounding community.

Originally founded in 
1928 as the Plateau Tavern 
by O’Neill’s father, the res-
taurant became a mainstay 
in the community.

Immediately after it 
burned down, O’Neill made 
the decision to rebuild. De-
spite some setbacks and is-
sues with construction, the 
restaurant held its grand 
opening Friday afternoon.

Members of Rescue 
Co. 4 presented O’Neill a 
commemorative plaque 
containing the flag they 
had removed from in front 
of the restaurant the night 
it was destroyed. It was all 

that remained in the rub-
ble, according to O’Neill.

“It’s beautiful,” he said 
about the plaque.

Rescue Co. 4 Capt. Joe 
Gandiello said the fire-
fighters held onto the flag 
so they could later return it 
to its owner.

“It’s a great day,” 
Gandiello said. “I’m glad 
we’re here.”

Tara O’Neill Pyle, 
O’Neill’s daughter, said the 
event was exciting for the 
family.

“It’s a wonderful feel-
ing,” she said.

She said the restau-
rant is already booked for 
events into 2014. Members 
of the community often 
hold christenings, birthday 
parties and other events 
there.

“That’s the part we’re 
nervous about,” she said. 
“You think, ‘Did they forget 
you?’ But obviously not.”

Earlier in the month 
the family held a soft open-
ing — they opened the door 
of the restaurant on a whim 
to see what would happen. 
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BY PHIL CORSO

A joint public hearing 
later this month will allow 
residents to weigh in on the 
city’s proposal to co-locate 
a school at Martin Van Bu-
ren High School in Queens 
Village.

The city Education De-
partment rolled out the pro-
posal to put another school 
in Martin Van Buren after 
it saw a 40 percent drop in 
applications since 2010, ac-
cording to a spokesman. A 
public hearing was planned 
for Oct. 23 at 6 p.m. at the 
school, where residents can 
sound off on the plan.

Written comments 
were also being accepted 
via e-mail at d26propos-
als@schools.nyc.gov or by 
phone at 212-374-7621, the 
DOE said.

Elected officials 
and community leaders 
throughout northeast 
Queens have stood staunch-
ly against the plan since it 
came to the surface over 
the summer, some of whom 
said the school was just 
beginning a long process 
of repairing its reputation 
under new leadership. The 
school hired Principal Sam 
Sochet after its progress 
reports dropped from B in 
2008 to C in 2012 and has 
been working to implement 
new programs for students, 
including internship op-
portunities at nearby North 
Shore-LIJ Health System in 
Glen Oaks.

“One of the worst 
things that could happen 
to a school like Martin Van 

Buren is a co-location. The 
new leadership I helped 
install at the school has fi-
nally begun to turn things 
around,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
one of the several elected 
officials to oppose the 
plans. “Now, a co-location 
is threatening to divert the 
necessary resources that 
Martin Van Buren needs to 
continue to thrive.”

Avella, along with 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) and 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
called on the DOE to drop 
the proposal to allow the 

school more time to rebuild 
from within.

A DOE spokesman, 
however, said the co-loca-
tion consideration was only 
created to offer parents 
with more options and al-
low students to obtain a 
high school diploma and an 
associate degree as an in-
tern outside the classroom.

“Across the city, we’ve 
transformed the landscape 
with our new school options 
— and we’ve been national-
ly recognized by President 
Obama for our visionary of-
ferings,” a DOE spokesman 
said in a statement. “We’re 
delivering an incredible 

new early college and ca-
reer technical education 
school for this community, 
one of only a handful from 
around the city. This will 
be a special new option that 
will deliver great outcomes 
for children, and we’re con-
fident it will be in very high 
demand.”

If the co-location is 
achieved, the city would 
place another school within 
Van Buren that would part-
ner with Bayside’s Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege to offer opportunities 
for an associates degree at 
no cost.

A public hearing is slated to give residents a chance to speak out about a proposal to co-locate an-
other school at Martin Van Buren High School in Queens Village.

O’Neill’s in Maspeth 
makes its comeback

Hearing set for Van Buren
Residents ready to sound off against school co-location proposal

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45

RETRACTION AND CLARIFICATION

In the Sept. 20-26 issue, TimesLedger Newspapers published 
an article titled “No plans to close ‘Big A’ right now,” which 
stated that the New York Racing Association’s former president 
and CEO, Charles Hayward, and general counsel Patrick Kehoe 
“were ousted for overcharging bettors and pocketing more than 
$8 million.” Hayward and Kehoe were fi red following a report 
alleging that they knew bettors were overcharged more than 
$8 million but failed to take action. There were no allegations, 
however, that they themselves overcharged the bettors or per-
sonally pocketed the money. TimesLedger regrets the error.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Construction is nearly 
complete on the first air 
cargo warehouse to be built 
near JFK Airport in a de-
cade, and the broker han-
dling the Brookville prop-
erty said the first 23,000 
square feet are already 
leased.

The areas to the north 
of John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport are home 
to the air cargo industry’s 
largest concentrations of 
freight forwarders and 
customs brokers — the 
companies that route inter-
national freight shipments 
— spread out across just 
under 6 million square feet 
in 180 buildings.

But developable land is 
scarce, and most of the cur-
rent buildings, except for 
the 520,000-plus-square-foot 
AMB logistics center built 
in Idlewild Park in 2002, 
consist of outdated Class 

C properties constructed 
between the mid-1940s and 
the mid-1990s.

Work is about 75 
percent complete on a 
132,000-square-foot ware-
house nestled into a resi-
dential area of Brookville, 
which is being built with 
the assistance of $4.9 mil-
lion worth of tax exemp-
tions and abatements facili-
tated by the New York City 
Industrial Development 
Agency.

Leasing agent Frank 
Liggio, vice president of the 
real estate firm CBRE, said 
the building’s first tenant, 
the Japan-based freight-for-
warder “K” Line Logistics, 
made the move from a facil-
ity in Valley Stream.

“The project has seen 
significant interest from 
several other interna-
tional freight forwarders 
operating in and around 
JFK and more specifically 
from Nassau County air 

freight users who were im-
pacted from Super-Storm 
Sandy,” he said. “Also, sev-
eral other users on- and off-
tarmac who are in the “C” 
buildings where parking is 
somewhat restricted and a 
rare commodity, and load-
ing is very challenging.”

Liggio said the doors 
are scheduled to open in 
January.

The property boasts 
four units ranging from 
23,420 to 42,438 square feet 
with ceilings stretching up 
to 28 feet, office spaces, wide 
column spacing and drive-
through garage doors.

The The company cre-
ated to develop the site, 
Idlewild 228th Street LLC, 
purchased the vacant prop-
erty out of foreclosure in 

2010 for $3.6 million. The 
total project is expected to 
cost $19.7 million.

The asking lease price 
is $19.50 per square foot. 
Rents in the market have 
been flat through the reces-
sion but are now on the rise 
as freight volumes are ex-
pected to bounce back, ac-
cording to the commercial 
real estate firm Jones Lang 

LaSalle.
Top-of-the-line Class 

A  facilities are going from 
$18.50 to $22 per square foot, 
the firm’s research shows.

According to the com-
pany’s 2013 airport out-
look, Class A facilities have 
maintained 97 percent to 
98 percent occupancy, de-
spite the fact that freight 
volumes were down 5.9 per-
cent from October 2011-12, 
due largely to a weak Euro-
pean economy.

Jones Lang LaSalle 
predicted volumes would 
slowly recover this year 
and drive growth between 
2 percent and 3 percent.

Other developable 
land in the area includes 
a 5.2-acre site just north 
of the airport’s tarmac 
and a 182,000-square-foot 
site across from the AMB 
center for which the city 
Economic Development 
Corporation is requesting 
proposals.

A new industrial warehouse for freight-forwarding companies operating out of John F. Kennedy 
International Airport is expected to open in January. Rendering courtesy CBRE

New cargo warehouse near Kennedy almost fi nished  
132,000-square-foot facility developed with tax incentives from Industrial Development Agency

World-Class Vascular Surgical Care 
Close to Home
Vascular Associates of  Long Island has joined North Shore-LIJ Medical Group.
The physicians at Vascular Associates of Long Island specialize in treating and helping patients manage a full range of vascular conditions  
relating to carotid artery disease, venous disease, wounds and swollen limbs. Utilizing the extensive resources of North Shore-LIJ Health System  
and its Comprehensive Wound Healing Center, patients receive coordinated, quality clinical care through state-of-the-art treatment options.

For an appointment at any location, call (516) 328 -9800. 

2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite South 50, Lake Success, New York 11042

95-25 Queens Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Rego Park, New York 11374

94-07 156th Street, Howard Beach, New York 11414

Larry A. Frankini, MD, FACS 

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Franklin 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Forest Hills Hospital; Assistant 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

William Doscher, MD, FACS 

Associate Chair, Ethics Committee, 
Surgery, North Shore-LIJ; Associate 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

Learn more about the physicians at  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group  
Vascular Associates of Long Island.

For more information on North Shore-LIJ Medical Group,  
go to nslijdocs.com.

Most insurances accepted

Omid Rahmani, MD, FACS  

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Forest Hills 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Franklin Hospital; Assistant Professor, 
Surgery, Hofstra North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens Republican 

Party Chairman Phil Ra-
gusa successfully fended 
off a challenge from former 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner in the 
party’s internal election 
last week to keep hold of the 
reins of the borough GOP.

After a heated pri-
mary election, all eyes 
were turned to The Recep-
tion House in Whitestone 
Friday evening, where af-
ter six-plus hours Ragusa 
earned 52 percent of the 
party members’ vote to 
Turner’s 47 percent. 

Every two years when 
voters head to the polls, 
they cast ballots for county 
and state committee mem-
bers, who then elect a new 
slate of leaders in the party. 
This year 589 Republicans 
cast votes weighted by how 
many registered party 
members their districts 
represent. Ragusa ended 
up with 39,082 nods, while 
Turner pulled in 35,582.

“I am honored and 
humbled by the show of 
support given to me by 
Queens County Committee 

and State Com-
mittee members,” 
Ragusa said in a 
statement. “I will 

continue to lead the party 
honorably and faithfully 
and will work to unify the 
party so that the Queens 
GOP continues to grow and 
become even stronger in 
the future.”

Following several 
years of dissent and a cor-

ruption scandal earlier 
this year that marred the 
county party, Ragusa faced 
a broad challenge to his 
leadership in September’s 
primary races.

The party chairman 
had an acrimonious battle, 
which he won, against 
Whitestone resident Sal 
Bacarella for his state 
committee seat, and more 
than 100 county commit-
tee members faced primary 
challenges. 

Ragusa had not con-
fronted an opponent for his 
seat since he won it in 2007, 
and only six county com-
mittee seats were contested 
during the party’s last pri-
mary in 2009.

In 2012, Ragusa and 
the party backed Forest 
Hills lawyer Juan Reyes in 
an unsuccessful primary 
battle against City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) for state Senate. Ul-
rich won the primary but 
lost to Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), and the 
disgruntled councilman is 
said to be one of the driv-
ing forces behind the par-
ty’s insurgent faction with 
which Turner, the former 
congressman from Breezy 
Point, is allied.

Earlier this year, he 
and two other GOP Council 
members exploited a loop-
hole to oust the party’s pick 
for commissioner at the city 
Board of Elections’ Queens 
office.

Ragusa’s decision to 
back GOP mayoral can-

BY GERARD FLYNN

Signaling what may 
be the beginning of a left-
leaning trend in city gov-
ernment, Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Brooklyn) 
easily defeated state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D-Brook-
lyn) in the run-off election 
for city public advocate 
Tuesday.

In a bitterly fought 
campaign, James took 
close to 60 percent of the 
vote. With no Republican 
opposing her in the No-
vember election, she is on 
track to be the first woman 
of color to hold citywide of-
fice and will take over the 
position from mayoral can-
didate and close friend Bill 
de Blasio.

A tearful James 
thanked her supporters 
and promised as public ad-
vocate to be a strong voice 
for the city’s underserved 
at the victory party at the 
Copacabana Club on West 
47th Street in Manhattan. 
She also used her accep-
tance speech to hit out at 
congressional Republicans, 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk 

policy and the department’s 
surveillance program tar-
geting Muslims.

To raucous cheers and 
applause, she told the jubi-
lant crowd, “We don’t need 
any more Bloombergs.”

Squadron, whom 
James accused of being 
too close to Bloomberg and 

real-estate interests, re-
ceived close to 40 percent of 
the vote.

In a statement, he con-
gratulated James on her 
win and said she will be a 
“great advocate for New 
Yorkers — without a voice, 
without high-powered lob-
byists, without City Hall on 

speed dial.”
The public advocate’s 

office, created in 1993, acts 
primarily as a watchdog. 
While it can play a role in 
shaping government policy, 
the office has limited pow-
ers.

In addition to being 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Former City Council-

woman Melinda Katz beat 
her opponents in all but 
two areas of Queens during 
last month’s borough presi-
dent Democratic primary, 
although even the longshot 
candidates narrowed the 
gap on their home turf.

The city Board of Elec-
tions recently released 
the results of the primary 
broken down by state As-
sembly district, which re-
vealed where Katz, along 
with state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), businessman 
Everly Brown and Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr. (D-
Astoria) drew from their 
power bases.

Katz is now facing Re-
publican Tony Arcabascio 
in the November general 
election.

She received 44.8 per-
cent of the vote overall, 
but in the district of state 
Assemblyman Andrew 

Hevesi (D-forest Hills), she 
creamed the competition 
with 65.2 percent of the 
vote compared to Vallone, 
the next best finisher, who 
garnered 24.4 percent.

Katz served as the 
area’s assemblywoman the 
late 1990s and later was 
elected to the City Council 
there.

Vallone also trounced 
the field on his home turf, 
despite finishing with 33.7 
percent overall.

In state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris’ (D-Astoria) dis-
trict, which corresponds 
closely to the Council dis-
trict Vallone has represent-
ed since 2001, the lawmaker 
got 60 percent of the vote, 

Former City Councilwoman Melinda Katz, seen here shaking hands 
with poll workers in her home turf of Forest Hills, lost in only two 
state Assembly districts in last month’s Democratic primary for 
Queens borough president.

Phil Ragusa (l.) remains the Queens GOP chairman after 
fending off a challenge from former U.S. Rep. Bob Turner. 

Photo courtesy Turner

Beep votes show hopefuls’ strongholds

James wins advocate race
Brooklyn councilwoman set to take offi ce after Dem primary win

Ragusa bests Turner 
to remain GOP chair

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Brooklyn City Councilwoman Letitia James is congratulated by supporters after winning a run-off 
election in the public advocate Democratic primary. Photo by William Alatriste
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BY JOE ANUTA

A Cuomo administra-
tion official kicked off the 
state’s glitch-plagued health 
care insurance exchange 
this week in Queens, where 
residents have more insur-
ance options than any other 
county in New York.

State Secretary of State 
Cesar Perales celebrated 
the launch of New York 
State of Health, the new in-
surance marketplace that 
was created as part of the 
federal Affordable Care 
Act, at Queens Public Li-
brary’s Central Branch in 
Jamaica Tuesday near the 
corner of Merrick Boule-
vard and 90th Avenue.

“I wanted to be here, 
in essence, to celebrate the 
day,” he said. “And tell you 
on behalf of the governor 
how important this is and 
how pleased we are that 
this is happening.”

But by Wednesday 
more than 30 million people 

had visited the site, which 
caused it to malfunction 
well into Wednesday eve-
ning, when TimesLedger 
went to press.

“In response to these is-
sues, our technicians have 
doubled the site’s capacity 
and are working around 
the clock to troubleshoot 
emerging problems and 
ensure users have a better 
experience going forward,” 
the program’s executive di-
rector, Donna Frescatore, 
said Wednesday.

Frescatore added 
about 12,000 individuals 
and businesses successful-
ly shopped for plans using 
the site and various pro-
grams to help them make a 
decision.

The health care ex-
change collects a number 
of plan providers for resi-
dents to choose from — and 
Queens has the most op-
tions out of the entire Em-
pire State.

Individuals can choose 

from 10 providers, includ-
ing one for freelance work-
ers, while businesses have 
four providers from which 
to select.

That total is more 
than can be found in any 
other county in the state, 
according to a review by 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 

Plans will be offered 
in four tiers: bronze, silver, 
gold and platinum. They all 
differ in what is included, 
but every level must offer 
coverage in 10 basic areas 
including doctor visits, 
ambulatory and emergency 
visits, preventative care 
and pediatric services, ac-

cording to the Department 
of State.

Queens residents hop-
ing to purchase a plan can 
visit the website, nystateof-
health.ny.gov, where infor-
mation about signing up 
by phone or receiving as-
sistance in person is avail-
able.

Glendale resident Car-
men Quintuna said she lost 
her health care coverage in 
2008 after having twins and 
has been unable to afford a 
plan since.

“Today is a day I have 
been waiting for almost five 
years,” she said.

The kickoff of the 
state’s program comes 
amid a partial federal gov-
ernment shutdown related 
to the nation’s new health 
care plan.

Republicans in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives have repeatedly tied 
a government funding bill 
to defunding Obamacare, 
which the U.S. Senate has 
rejected on arrival.

President Barack 
Obama lashed out at the 
lawmakers Tuesday in a 
Rose Garden speech where 
he pointed out that the new 
health care plan’s funding 
has not been affected by the 
shutdown.

BY PHIL CORSO

It took the City Coun-
cil just under two weeks 
to unanimously agree that 
Queens co-ops and condos 
deserve federal storm re-
covery money, but the gov-
ernment in Washington 
has yet to jump onboard.

Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) in-
troduced a resolution ear-
lier this month along with 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) that urges 
Congress to reclassify co-
ops and condos from busi-
ness associations to home-
owners,  ultimately making 
them eligible for Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency grant money.

Lawmakers have 

blamed the current clas-
sification on a simple mis-
understanding that was 
put under the microscope 
after Superstorm Sandy 
decimated the New York 
City area.

“The Council repre-
sents people who were di-
rectly affected by Sandy, 
whereas the federal gov-
ernment doesn’t,” Vallone 
said. “We believe it’s a very 
simple concept. These co-
ops and condos are not 
business entities. They’re 
not corporations. They’re 
homeowners. They deserve 
the same help as the other 
homeowners.”

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) joined with 
several other Queens leg-
islators earlier this year 

to introduce a bill that 
would reclassify co-op and 
condo owners in FEMA’s 
fine print by amending the 
federal Stafford Act, the 
agency’s playbook when 
responding to natural di-
sasters. If passed, the legis-
lation would simply include 
the term “co-op” in the cur-
rent law.

Vallone introduced 
the resolution Sept. 12 and 
saw it pass 12 days later. 
The end result, he said, 
was a unified voice on the 
city level in support of fed-
eral legislation brought to 
Congress more than nine 
months ago.

“It passed in the Coun-
cil unanimously and very 
quickly, which shows how 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A plan to transform an 

old factory located in an in-
dustrial section of Maspeth 
into a cultural arts center 
may be hampered by the 
community.

The Knockdown Cen-
ter, at 52-19 Flushing Ave., is 
a former glass factory that 
first opened in August 2012 
as an arts and event center, 
according to Tyler Myers, 
manager of the business.

It has already hosted 
a few events, including art 
shows and installations, 
weddings and a “Tiki Dis-
co.”

In May the center host-
ed a six-hour music festival 
that drew a crowd of about 
700 people, according to 

Myers.
Last month Myers and 

other representatives from 
the center made their pitch 
to Community Board 5 to 
obtain a liquor license to 
serve at least 600 patrons.

Myers said a liquor 
license is needed for “cul-
turally geared events” as 

well as art exhibitions, 
weddings and corporate 
events.

“For some of these 
things, it is better to have a 
bar that’s open for patrons 
and have that be part of the 
economic model,” he said. 
“This would help us be able 

The owners of an old Maspeth glass factory want to turn the facil-
ity into an arts center. They are seeking a liquor license. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

State Secretary of State Cesar Perales speaks at a New York State of Health kickoff event. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Maspeth community tries 
to block new arts center

Council passes co-op resolution 
in favor of FEMA storm funds

State welcomes shaky start to Obamacare
Cuomo offi cial visits Jamaica as New York’s health care exchange website crashes on fi rst day 

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 46
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A proposed consti-

tutional amendment that 
would allow the develop-
ment of seven full-scale 
casinos throughout New 
York state could potentially 
help Resorts World casino 
expand, state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said.

The proposed amend-
ment will appear as a ref-
erendum on the November 
ballot and will ask voters 
to “allow the Legislature 
to authorize and regulate 
up to seven casinos for the 
legislated purposes of pro-
moting job growth, increas-
ing aid to schools and per-
mitting local governments 
to lower property taxes 
through revenues gener-
ated.”

The original state con-
stitution banned gambling, 
but over time amendments 
have been made to allow 
some forms of gambling, 
such as video lottery ter-

minals and racetrack bet-
ting pools. Full-scale casi-
nos now are allowed only 
on land owned by native 
Americans.

In July, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed legisla-
tion that would establish 
four casinos upstate. This 
would come into effect 
only if the referendum is 
passed. There would be a 
seven-year moratorium 
before any casino could be 
authorized in New York 
City. The moratorium also 
applies to Long Island and 
Westchester, Rockland and 
Putnam counties.

After the exclusivity 
period, Resorts World in 
Ozone Park would have the 
opportunity to expand into 
a full gaming site, Addabbo 
said. It currently offers only 
video lottery terminals.

Addabbo said he ini-
tially believed the legisla-
tion would benefit Resorts 
World more.

“I have Resorts World 
in my district,” he said. “I 

need to maximize potential 
in terms of jobs.”

He said he decided to 
support the amendment be-
cause some of the revenue 
will be directed into the 
budgets of schools through-
out the state.

According to the gov-
ernor’s office, revenues 
from the casino will pro-
vide funds to schools as 
well as promote job growth 

and allow for lower prop-
erty taxes.

But opponents of the 
referendum say the amend-
ment will not be as ben-
eficial as some elected offi-
cials say it will be.

The Coalition Against 
Gambling in New York 
contends disbursement of 
revenues would result in 
just a few dollars for both 
property tax relief and aid 

to education, especially for 
downstate residents.

The amendment is 
“just bad public policy” be-
cause it relies on problem 
and pathological gamblers, 
who contribute as much as 
50 percent of casino rev-
enues, said Dave Colavito, a 
member of the coalition.

“If you ask the aver-
age New York voter, ‘Do 
you think we should be 
raising money for educa-
tion by marketing to and 
cultivating problem gam-
blers?’ most would say no,” 
he said.

Colavito said the word-
ing of the referendum is 
one-sided, an argument 
made by many state offi-
cials.

“All they talk about 
is the benefits and not the 
costs that get passed into 
communities,” he said.

Those costs include 
increased crime, the cost 
of law enforcement, more 
welfare and food stamp 
recipients and potentially 

more bankruptcy filings, 
he said.

A Siena College poll 
released Monday indicated 
that 55 percent of voters 
support the amendment if 
they are provided with the 
wording that will appear 
on the ballot. Some 42 per-
cent said they would vote 
against it.

But if voters are asked 
if they would support pass-
ing an amendment “to al-
low non-Indian, Las Vegas-
style casinos to be built in 
New York,” they are evenly 
divided, 46 percent to 46 
percent, the poll found.

 Colavito said there 
should be public hearings 
about the amendment.

“It’s fine to say, ‘Let 
the people decide,’” he said. 
“They should, but they 
need to make an informed 
decision.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

A technician puts the finishing touches on a video gambling ma-
chine at the Resorts World casino in Ozone Park. Resorts World 
could expand into a full-scale casino should an amendment to the 
state constitution pass in November.

Referendum could help Resorts World: Addabbo

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 10/4/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org
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1.855.206.4283  petro.com

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

SUNNYSIDE — Police have classi-
fied the death of a homeless 42-year-old a 
homicide after the man was beaten in Joe 
Sabba Park earlier last month, according 
to the NYPD.

On Sept. 7, Jose Rico was discovered 
about 7 a.m., unconscious with trauma 
to his face and head, near the corner of 
Queens Boulevard and 50th Street, ac-

cording to the NYPD.
He was taken to Elmhurst Hospital 

Center and listed in critical condition, but 
five days later he died as a result of his in-
juries Sept. 12, police said.

The NYPD considers Rico’s death a 
homicide, and the investigation was ongo-
ing as of press time Wednesday, according 
to cops.

POLICE 

Blotter

Homeless man beaten to death in Sunnyside Park

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Skateboarder, 18, killed in Sunnyside 

ANTONIE ST. PIERRE

SUNNYSIDE — An 18-year-old skate-
boarder who was attempting to hitch a ride on 
the side of a truck in Sunnyside died Thursday 
when he lost control and was crushed by the 
vehicle, the NYPD said.

Sunnyside teen Alexander Ciszewski was 
riding his skateboard while holding on to the 
passenger side of a white box truck at about 
11:30 a.m. as the vehicle was traveling east-
bound on 47th Avenue between 32nd Place and 
33rd Street, police said.

It was not clear if the driver stopped or re-
turned to the scene of the incident.

Ciszewski apparently lost control and fell 
under the rear wheel of the vehicle, according 
to cops.

EAST ELMHURST — A teenage girl went missing from her East 
Elmhurst home last week, and police were hoping the public could 
help find her.

Evelyn Alvarez was last seen at her home near the corner of 24th 
Avenue and 77th Street last Friday at about 8 a.m., police said.

The 15-year-old is described as 5-feet 1 inch tall and weighing 80 
pounds, according to the NYPD.

Alvarez has black eyes and hair and was wearing black leggings, 
brown knee-high boots and butterfly earrings, police said.

 

Alexander Ciszewski, shown in the 
Facebook photo, was killed when he tried 
to hitch a ride with a truck as he was 
skateboarding in Sunnyside, NYPD said.

EVELYN ALVAREZ

QUEENS VILLAGE — Cops were on the lookout for a man 
who went missing within the 114th Precinct last month, the Po-
lice Department said.

Antonie St. Pierre, 79, was last seen inside his 101st Avenue 
home Sept. 25 around 3 p.m. wearing a multi-colored shirt, gray 
jeans and yellow sandals, the NYPD said.

Police said the man was about 5-foot-6, 180 pounds with 
brown eyes and black hair.

 

Queens Village resident goes missing

Girl, 15, disappears from E. Elmhurst home
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Of the dozen charter 
schools already open in 
Queens, more than half are 
in the western part of the 
borough, but the propos-
als so far for new charters 
in the 2014 school year are 
focusing on neighborhoods 
in the southeast.

While Hollis’ Mer-
rick Academy was the first 
charter school in Queens, 
the controversial institu-
tions are mostly found 
west of the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway,  where there are 
now seven bunched in the 
neighborhoods of Astoria, 
Long Island City, Jackson 
Heights, Elmhurst and 
Middle Village.

This year, however, 
there are already five pro-
posals for charter schools 
in southeast Queens which, 
if approved, would double 
the number already in Hol-
lis, St. Albans, South Ja-
maica and Far Rockaway.

Last week the state 
Education Department ac-
cepted three applications 
from southeast Queens into 
Round 2 of its selection pro-
cess.

Both the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies-backed Re-
Solve Charter School and 
Black Spectrum Theatre 
Founder Carl Clay’s Spec-
trum Charter School indi-
cated they will be looking 
to co-locate with public 
schools.

ReSolve is hoping to 

open four schools across 
the city in neighborhoods 
with large black and Latino 
populations including the 
Jamaica area,  where it has 
identified nine underused 
city school buildings it 
could call home.

“Given the availability 
of space and the mayor’s 
support for this initia-
tive, the founding group is 
confident DOE space will 
be found for all ReSolve 
campuses,” the application 
said.

Clay’s Black Spectrum 
school will use “an integrat-
ed theater arts approach as 
‘the hook’ to achieve aca-
demic excellence” and said 
its ultimate goal is to find a 
home of its own, but noted 
it will be looking to share 
space with a public school 
for a three-year incubation 
period. The application 
identified August Martin 
High School in South Ja-
maica and IS 59 in Spring-
field Gardens as possible 
solutions, but Clay is going 
to have some competition 
for those spots.

The city Panel for Edu-
cation Policy is considering 
proposals to co-locate both 
those schools with Success 
Academy charter schools , 
which will be seeking ap-
proval from the SUNY 
Charter Institute begin-
ning in February.

The Board of Regents 
will make its rulings on 
NYSED applications in 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Laseam Hogan had al-
ready been signed by Def 
Jam Records and was on 
his way to a career in rap 
music when he was shot 
and killed, according to his 
mother, Andrea McGowan.

Hogan was murdered 
in October 2010 by Malcolm 
Thompson, a former friend 
of his family’s.

“Medication? Name it, 
I’m taking it,” McGowan 
said. “I can’t sleep at night 
because I’m still looking 
out the window to see if my 
son is coming home.”

McGowan shared her 
story at a community forum 
held last Thursday night at 
Humanities and the Arts 
Magnet High School in 
Cambria Heights.

It was the same school 
attended by Kevin Miller, 
a 13-year-old who was shot 
and killed as he was walk-
ing home during a gang 
shoot-out in 2009.

The event, which drew 
about 150 people, was held to 
address the “no-snitch” cul-
ture in southeast Queens in 
which witnesses of crimes 
do not come forward with 
information, often out of 
fear of retribution.

Thompson was con-
victed last June and is cur-
rently awaiting sentencing. 
He was convicted based on 
information provided by 
three reluctant witnesses 
who were subpoenaed to 
testify.

Terryl De Mendonca, 
the executive director of 
the Misunderstood Youth 
Development Center, who 
co-hosted the event along 
with the Queens DA office, 
said she often hears com-
munity members discuss-
ing problems instead of 
solutions. 

“Can we say enough 
is enough?” she asked the 
audience. “Are you ready 
to reclaim your commu-
nities? Are you willing to 
speak up?”

She said gun violence 
has affected all the bor-
oughs in the city, and she 

urged those in attendance 
to come forward if they wit-
ness a crime.

“If you don’t say any-
thing, the next time it could 
be you,” she said.

Other parents who 
shared their stories are 
still asking witnesses to 
come forward.

Shenee Johnson spoke 
about her son, Kendrick 
Morrow, who was shot and 
killed at a party in Spring-
field Gardens in 2010. He 
was 17.

Johnson equated urg-
ing two of Morrow’s friends 
to speak about the incident 
to “pulling teeth.”

She said she spoke to 
one girl’s mother over the 
phone and begged for the 
girl to talk, but the moth-

er said her daughter was 
scared.

“I’m like, ‘At least you 
have your daughter to talk 
to,’” Johnson said. “‘I’ll 
never see my son again.’”

The forum also fea-
tured a panel of experts 
available to answer ques-
tions about violence and the 
criminal justice process.

“Without them, there 
is no trial,” De Mendonca 
said about the panel, which 
included representatives 
from the New York Police 
Department and the Queens 
district attorney’s office. 
“Without them, there is no 
justice. We cannot bring 
to trial the people who are 
hurting our families.”

Audience members 
and the panelists discussed 

possible solutions to ending 
violence, including stricter 
gun laws and mental health 
programs.

Kevin O’Connor, the 
assistant commissioner of 
the NYPD Juvenile Justice 
Division, said one key to 
stopping violence is to dis-
courage youth from ever 
wanting to pick up a gun.

“Tougher gun laws 
will not change anything,” 
O’Connor said. “Newtown, 
Conn., happened. We have 
a Newtown, Conn., every 
week in New York City.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Photographs of Laseam Hogan are shown at a forum organized to address the “no-snitch” culture in 
southeast Queens. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Black Spectrum Theatre founder Carl Clay is trying to start a per-
forming arts-based charter school in southeast Queens.

Parents discuss snitching
Forum addresses gangs, gun violence plaguing southeast Queens

Charter school bids 
focus on SE Queens

Shenee Johnson tells the story of how her son, Kendrick Morrow, 
was shot and killed. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Kendrick Morrow died in 
2010. He was 17. 

Photo courtesy Morrow Family

Continued on Page 50
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 Anthony Reardon, a 
Long Island City resident 
and a top city leader in the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry, has died at 54.

He rose through the 
ranks of the auxiliary, the 
all-volunteer, civilian coun-
terpart of the Coast Guard, 
to become commander of 
Division 5, encompassing 
all of Manhattan and part 
of the Bronx.

As the voluntary chief 
operating officer of Division 
5, Reardon oversaw its safe 
boating courses and search 
and rescue operations, con-

ducted vessel safety checks 
and monitored security 
breaches.

Reardon was also a 
member of the city Police 
Department’s Harbor Unit 
Auxiliary.

Reardon, born in 
Staten Island, moved to 
Queens when he was 25. He 
attended Pace University 
and the American Institute 
of Banking. A professional 
financial adviser, he was 
most recently a vice presi-
dent of Commerzbank in 
Manhattan.

He is survived by his 
wife, two sons, daughter 
and three grandchildren.

BY PHIL CORSO

An Astoria contractor 
was sentenced to jail time 
and hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in restitution pay 
after admitting he failed 
to give legal wages to em-
ployees working on various 
construction projects at 
city schools, the state attor-
ney general said.

Kostas “Gus” Andriko-
poulos, owner of Hara Elec-
tric Corp., at 24-61 47th St., 
pleaded guilty to charges 
of failure to pay wages and 
offering a false instrument 
for filing after state Attor-
ney General Eric Schnei-
derman said he paid his 
workers far less than they 
were due, pocketing the 
rest. He also certified and 
filed false payroll reports 
to keep the extra cash a se-
cret, the attorney general 
said.

He was sentenced this 
week to four months behind 
bars and was required to 
pay $750,000 in restitution 
to underpaid workers as 
part of his plea agreement 
— $400,000 of which he has 
already paid.

“Paying workers less 
than the law requires and 
then lying about it on offi-

cial government paperwork 
are criminal acts, plain 
and simple,” Schneiderman 
said. “My office will take 
aggressive action against 
intransigent employers 
who disregard the law — 
and we will put criminals 
behind bars.”

Andrikopoulos was in 
charge of electrical work 
on multiple projects funded 
by the city School Con-
struction Authority at pub-
lic schools in Manhattan, 
the Bronx, Brooklyn and 
Queens from June 1, 2005, 
through Nov. 30, 2008, Sch-
neiderman said. He paid at 
least 12 of his workers at 
hourly rates of $13 to $42 
per hour, when they were 
actually due between $76.93 

and $112.69 per hour, the at-
torney general said.

Schneiderman said the 
company then filed false 
weekly payroll reports that 
did not include the names 
of the underpaid employ-
ees, who had been paid in 
cash, and instead listed the 
names of others who did not 
work on those projects.

Andrikopoulos and 
Hara Electric Corp. were 
indicted July 26, 2011, on 
charges of grand larceny, 
falsifying business records 
and offering a false instru-
ment for filing. The compa-
ny pleaded guilty to grand 
larceny in August 2012, 
while the owner pleaded 
guilty to separate charges 
of failure to pay wages and 
offering a false instrument 
for filing.

“Stealing from work-
ers and lying to the city is 
no way to do business in 
New York City,” said Rose 
Gil Hearn, commissioner 
of the city Department of 
Investigation.

In New York state, the 
prevailing wage law en-
sures that government con-
tractors such as Andriko-
poulos pay wages that are 
on par with local norms for 

KOSTAS ANDRIKOPOULOS
Photo courtesy attorney general

Reardon, 54, of Long Island City 
headed Coast Guard Auxiliary

Astoria contractor sentenced 
after failing to pay crew: AG

 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.

ANTHONY REARDON
Courtesy U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Continued on Page 45
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A Mortgage Consultant
is always ready to help you,

call today for an appointment:
1-866-772-4111

No one knows mor tgages better than your friendly, neighborhood Residential 
Mortgage Consultants. They have a special, limited-time mor tgage that, if 
approved, could get you moving on a new home or re�nancing your e�isting one. 
Hurry because this offer may be withdrawn at any time.

  “WE HAVE A SUPER LOW RATE 
UP TO $2.0 MILLION!”
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Eileen Cloherty (NMLS ID# 646652)
Karen Carter (NMLS ID# 646651)
Maria Fernandes (NMLS ID# 646650)
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Marie Diaz (NMLS ID# 646653)
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Congressional GOP is out of whack
I 

am truly amazed. How 
low can Republicans 
go? Thank goodness 
the GOP is here to cut 

billions from food stamps 
and fight for the right of 
wealthy Americans to buy 
a new yacht every year.

How should we de-
scribe Congress? Incom-
petent? Perhaps “spiteful” 
is a better word. No, wait, 
I’ve got it. The word I was 
looking for is “treasonist”: 
a government shutdown 
that would prevent veter-
ans from receiving benefits 
and seniors from filing for 
Social Security, all in an 

attempt to defund Obama-
care, which would earn 
them the privilege of deny-
ing health care to millions 
of Americans.

How patriotic. For-
mer U.S. Rep. Bill O’Brien 
(R-N.H.) even went so far 
as to say that Obamacare 
is worse than the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850. Wow! 
Providing coverage for 3.1 
million young Americans 
through their parents’ 
plans, 6.3 million seniors 
paying less for prescrip-
tion drugs, coverage for 
people with pre-existing 
conditions — or as the GOP 

refers to them, “damaged 
goods” — and more than 
100 million Americans get-
ting preventative care like 
mammograms and cancer 
screenings is worse than 
a law that let slave owners 
get their slaves back?

At what point are con-
gressional Republicans led 
away in cuffs and charged 
with extortion, treason 
and political terrorism? 
They risk the well-being of 
all Americans and blame 
everything on President 
Barack Obama. The only 
thing that shines through 
their distorted view of facts 

is their hatred of a black 
president.

Am I claiming that all 
Republicans are racist, ho-
mophobic, sexist, religious 
fanatics? No, but if the shoe 
fits, kick yourself in the 
head with it.

Under the bill the GOP 
voted for, states would 
have to require recipients 
to work at least 20 hours a 
week and be drug tested.

I suggest the same for 
the Republicans in Con-
gress.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

DEFENDING HIZZONER
It’s time to give Mayor Michael Bloomberg a break.
Yes, he sought a third term and angered many of us 

who had voted twice for term limits. He became a scold, 
forcing us to count calories as we weighed our fixes at fast 
food chains and sending the city’s smokers out to sneak a 
butt on street corners.

Nor did he take the judge’s decision to defang stop-
and-frisk as a gentleman, vowing instead to spend a bit of 
his vast fortune to change the minds of City Council mem-
bers who voted to curb the practice.

But these still are not reasons to overlook his bold 
legacy. His contributions to the city have been vilified in a 
bruising election season, which is unfair to our billionaire 
mayor, whose vision has changed the urban equation for 
New York.

Bloomberg transformed the city’s waterfronts, push-
ing residential development in spots such as Long Island 
City. He restored parks around Queens as part of his 
MillionTreesNYC program. The sound of jackhammers 
breaking ground for big projects in Flushing and Queens-
boro Plaza originated at his desk in City Hall.

Bloomberg lost out on his bid to host the Olympics, 
much to the relief of some New Yorkers, but Citi Field, 
Yankee Stadium and the Barclay Center were built on his 
watch.

Crime plummeted during his 12 years in office and he 
led the nationwide fight against illegal guns. His efforts to 
reform the school system have been less successful, but he 
made the first major move to change the sclerotic Depart-
ment of Education.

We will miss seeing the unflappable, unemotional 
mayor step up to the podium at a news conference to ex-
plain how the city was responding to a major crisis, such 
as Superstorm Sandy. No tears, no drama, just tough man-
agement decisions to restore the equilibrium of the city. 
We may even miss his version of Spanish laced with traces 
of a Boston accent.

A self-made man and political maverick unencum-
bered by allegiances to special interest groups, Bloomberg 
made his own rules and set his own agenda. He broke some 
along the way, but life is better for many of us in Queens 
and around the city as a result. We’ve grown accustomed 
to his face, as the song goes, but we’ve also taken him for 
granted.

The polls say New Yorkers want a new mayor with 
empathy. Bloomberg is not a warm and fuzzy guy. He’s a 
hard-driving corporate executive who tamed the city and 
ran it like a business. He got the job done and will be a 
hard act to follow.
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Pay only for those cable channels you want to
C

urrently, I am paying 
for 600 cable chan-
nels even though I 
only watch five. Dur-

ing the recent cable black-
out affecting Time Warner 
cable customers, I was only 
able to watch three. Simply 
put, this is an insane sys-
tem that no rational human 
would have conceived.

Why can’t we have a 
la carte pricing where you 
simply get to pay for the 
channels you watch? Why 
do we have to accept regu-
lar blackouts of our favor-
ite stations every two years 
just because corporate gi-
ants are fighting with one 
another? Because no one 
cares and no one is looking 
out for the cable consumer 
in spite of the ever rising 
fees we are forced to pay. 
Fortunately, there is an 
answer, which we can im-

plement right here in New 
York, based on a model that 
has worked well elsewhere 
around the country. There 
needs to be a Cable Con-
sumer Protection Board.

This is a concept mod-
eled after the incredibly 
successful Citizen Utility 
Boards around the coun-
try. These are nonprofit, 
non-partisan, non-govern-
mental entities which do 
nothing but look out for 
the utility consumer, and 
they have been remarkably 
successful. The best part? 
They cost the taxpayers 
nothing to implement. In 
Illinois, for instance, since 
1983 CUBs has saved rate-
payers more than $3 billion 
in fees and filled the con-
sumer chair before utility 
commissions, legislative 
hearings and courtroom 
proceedings on many oc-

casions. Last year alone, it 
beat back more than $300 
million in proposed rate 
hikes.

How would such a 
model work for cable con-
sumers in New York? That 
is the question I posed 
recently to longtime con-
sumer advocate Ralph 
Nader, who initially con-
ceived the idea of CUBs: 
“It would require either 
an executive order by Gov. 
Cuomo or a bill through 
the Legislature simply re-
quiring that when you get 
your cable bill, there’s an 
insert in the bill that says 
if you’re tired of not having 
your complaints answered, 
paying too much or being 
forced to take channels you 
don’t want, then fill out his 
coupon and send anywhere 
from $10 to $20 to become 
a member and you’ll have 

some champions.”
Imagine that! Zero cost 

to the taxpayers and we get 
a full-fledged, consumer 
protection group with the 
teeth to actually get things 
done. It is completely op-
tional, with not a single 
consumer being forced to 
participate.

Some folks may say 
it’s unfair to force the ca-
ble companies to include 
this insert in their bill, al-
though they do not seem to 
mind keeping you waiting 
for a visit anytime between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Nader 
had an answer for those 
skeptics as well: “Are you 
kidding? Do you know how 
much the taxpayer has paid 
for the whole cable industry 
right down to who devel-
oped it and they have basic 
monopolies? Ask yourself 
what’s the reciprocal ben-

efit, what are we getting in 
return?” I think that is a 
fine question.

During the blackout, 
when I was prevented from 
watching “60 Minutes,” 
“Ray Donovan” or “CBS 
Sunday Morning,” I was 
repeatedly told I should 
switch to Fios. Why? Why 
should I have to give up 
NY1? When I would com-
plain about the miserable 
service of cable companies 
in general, I was repeatedly 
told I should switch to Di-
recTV. Why should I have 
to lose a whole host of local 
programming options? Isn’t 
this a simpler idea?

The bottom line is 
there should be some re-
course for those of us that 
want to enjoy cable the way 
we want it. Being able to 
flip channels between NY1, 
Al Jazeera America and 

CBS should not be the con-
sumer equivalent of split-
ting the atom.

This is simple. This 
will help consumers get 
the choices and services 
they deserve and this is 
easy to implement. Join 
me in asking Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and the Legislature 
to act on creating a state 
Cable Consumer Protection 
Board.

If you do not, nothing 
will stop them from black-
ing out your favorite station 
in the future while they are 
still charging you for it.

Frank Morano
Radio talk show host

AM 970
Manhattan

Gov’t shutdown unfair to workers

M
embers of Con-
gress need to do 
what they were 
elected to do and 

pass a budget that allows 
the federal government to 
function.

It failed to pass a con-
tinuing resolution before 
Oct. 1, so most govern-
ment offices and work sites 
closed their doors and the 
vital work that many fed-
eral employees performed 
ground to a halt.

For me, a U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
employee, that means pro-
grams designed to protect 
human health and the eco-
system will be brought to a 
halt.

Heaven forbid any ca-
tastrophe such as a Hurri-

cane Sandy or even a toxic 
spill on the Long Island Ex-
pressway happens while we 
are shut down. We simply 
will not have the resources 
available to help.

It also means no pro-
cessing of Social Secu-
rity and veteran benefits 
claims, no federal research 
into disease prevention, no 
processing of visa and pass-
port applications, no fam-
ily vacations to national 
parks or museums. It will 
also mean that all the busi-
nesses that support federal 
workplaces citywide, such 
as in downtown Manhat-
tan, will not be receiving 
income — no lunch crowds 
to shop and eat at their es-
tablishments.

The last government 

shutdown cost taxpayers 
$1.4 billion. Federal employ-
ees are tired of being put in 
the middle of these political 
battles — we have paid our 
dues — with a three-year 
pay freeze while our health 
benefit premiums and tax-
es skyrocket, sequestration 
furloughs — EPA workers 
lost a week of pay this year 
— and constant pointless 
cuts to our program bud-
gets.

It is time for others to 
pay their share — Apple 
and Exxon, anyone? Hold-
ing our salaries hostage to 
the whims of a few elected 
representatives is a lousy 
way to govern.

Paul Sacker
Little Neck

De Blasio has to do right by labor

N
ow is the only time 
in the modern his-
tory of organized 
labor in New York 

City that all members of ev-
ery public employee union 
are forced to work under 
expired contracts.

Greed is to blame, not 
the workers. Shame on 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
In any 20 minutes of any 
hour around the clock on 
any given day last year, 
the mayor’s personal for-
tune grew by more money 
than an average wage slave 
earns over a lifetime of 

diligence and sweat. Do the 
math.

That does not make 
Bloomberg a bad person, 
but why is he kicking and 
screaming that the city 
cannot endure the econom-
ic burden of a living wage 
for working people? The 
new mayor will be pulled 
in many directions, but he 
must not be pulled apart by 
the tremendous political 
and fiscal pressures. Real-
ity will be neither simple 
nor simplistic. It will be a 
battle just to take the mid-
dle ground and hold it.

City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio’s heart seems 
to be in the right place. That 
is not sufficient for the long 
haul, but it is good enough 
for starters. By distancing 
himself from the current 
villain, he is almost a hero 
already. As long as he does 
not channel Bloomberg, 
New Yorkers, unionized 
or not, will be ahead of the 
game.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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G
ristedes billionaire 
John Catsimatidis 
plans to play a role 
in reorganizing the 

city’s Republican Party af-
ter losing his bid to win the 
GOP line in the September 
mayoral primary.

Recently I spoke to 
John Catsimatidis about 
the Republican primary. 
When I asked him what 
he would have done differ-
ently if he had the chance to 
run again, he indicated he 
would do more target mar-
keting. He believes former 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani was a 
big help to his opponent, Joe 

Lhota, since he appeared in 
most of Lhota’s campaign 
literature and at times act-
ed as a spokesman for his 
opponent. It seemed to him 
that his opponent was Giu-
liani instead of Lhota.

Catsimatidis intends 
to remain in politics in the 
near future. He said he’ll be 
back and believes that had 
the campaign lasted an-
other four weeks, he would 
have caught up to his oppo-
nent. Catsimatidis praised 
his staff for their strong de-
votion to his campaign.

The borough with the 
most Republican elected 
officials is Staten Island. 
Catsimatidis carried it in 
the primary. He spent a lot 
of time there. Lhota, while 
head of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
raised bridge tolls there. 
This also may be why Catsi-
matidis carried it. He also 

carried Brooklyn.
Catsimatidis believes 

that George McDonald’s be-

ing in the race meant that 
for the first two mayoral 
debates, he and Lhota each 

had only one-third of the 
time to speak. In the third 
debate, McDonald did not 
participate. Therefore, the 
two major candidates had 
half the time each to speak. 
Catsimatidis believed that 
was more beneficial to his 
candidacy.

Catsimatidis thinks 
his race was honorable and 
brought out the citywide is-
sues that affect the people’s 
daily lives. He emphasized 
that he spoke for the people 
of our city and he will do so 
again in the future. It was a 
tough race but he is glad he 
fought it.

As Catsimatidis looks 
to the future, he hopes to 
be active in rebuilding the 
Republican Party. Looking 
at it from a positive stand-
point, mayoral candidates 
have won under the Repub-
lican ticket for the last 20 
years and can do so again.

Looking forward to 
the general election Nov. 
5, Democratic Public Ad-
vocate Bill de Blasio holds 
a commanding lead at this 
time over Lhota.

De Blasio has the 
name recognition and the 
ability to raise finances. 
It should be added that the 
Democratic Party in New 
York City holds an enroll-
ment advantage over the 
Republican Party of 6-to-1. 
Republicans can still win 
citywide races, but it is dif-
ficult.

If Catsimatidis had 
won the Republican pri-
mary, he would have had 
the finances to run a strong 
campaign against de Bla-
sio.

In all, it has been an 
interesting political year. 
Mayoral races bring a lot of 
attention to the democratic 
political system.

Despite losing Catsimatidis sees a future in politics
COLUMNS

T
he move to the lega-
cy voting machines 
caused some chaos 
on Primary Day, 

with a number of the rel-
ics breaking down or oth-
erwise malfunctioning. 
Compounding these issues 
were unclear directives on 
the use of paper ballots and 
at times confusing poll site 
instructions.

The Asian American 
Legal Defense Fund sent 50 
observers to polling sites in 
Queens, Brooklyn and Man-
hattan, where they found 
incidents of non-compli-
ance with federal mandates 
to provide language assis-
tance to voters with limited 
English proficiency.

I spoke with Glenn 

Magpantay, director of 
AALDEF’s Democracy 
Program, on these issues 
and what the city Board of 
Elections should improve 
in order to comply with fed-
eral law.

Among the issues 
found by AALDEF’s ob-
servers in Queens, voting 
machines broke down at PS 
131 and Thomas A. Edison 
High School in Jamaica. 
At PS 131, two machines 
were broken at 6 a.m. and, 
despite repeated calls to the 
BOE, a technician did not 
arrive until 1 p.m.. During 
that time, poll workers ran 
out of emergency ballots 
and at least 15 individuals 
left, unable to vote. Two 
voting machines broke 
down at Cardozo High 
School in Bayside and, ac-
cording to AALDEF, “poll 
workers allowed voters to 
vote on ‘emergency ballots’ 
but then did not know what 
to do with the ballots.”

Non-compliance with 

the language accessibil-
ity portions of the Voting 
Rights Act is a prevail-
ing issue that continued 
on Primary Day. Though 
AALDEF observers did not 
find a lack of translated 
ballots in Queens as it did 
in 2012, a few poll workers 
in the borough allegedly 
resisted using translated 
materials at their poll 
sites. This included the PS 
234 polling site in Astoria, 
where the poll coordinator 
refused to post translated 
instructions on using the 
voting machines, AALDEF 
said.

At PS 85, also in Asto-
ria, AALDEF’s observers 
noted a poll inspector who 
said that “all the idiots 
should learn English” rath-
er than having the voting 
materials translated.

Still, Magpantay noted 
that “most poll workers are 
accommodating, trained 
and want to be helpful ... 
but it is the actions of a 

couple of poll workers who 
do frustrate democracy and 
fairness.”

In addition, Magpan-
tay said, “We are always 
concerned when any Asian-
American voter is singled 
out or treated differently 
from any other voter .... 
Asian-American voters 
have been subject to ad-
ditional identification re-
quests.”

In response to the lack 
of ballots translated into 
Bengali in last year’s pri-
mary and general elections, 
AALDEF sued the BOE 
in early July for failure to 

comply with Section 203 of 
the Voting Rights Act. Sec-
tion 203, which has been 
part of the VRA since 1975, 
acknowledges the need for 
voting materials to be pre-
sented in the language of 
minority groups that have 
been “historically excluded 
from the political process,” 
specifically Spanish, Asian 
and native American and 
Alaskan languages.

Jurisdictions with 
these minorities that total 
more than 10,000 or over 5 
percent of the total voting 
population must have a 
plan to comply with Section 

203 provisions.
The director of the U.S. 

Census Bureau made the de-
termination after the 2010 
census that Asian Indian 
language assistance must 
be provided in Queens un-
der Section 203. In Queens, 
Asian language accessibil-
ity mandates include Chi-
nese, Korean, Bengali and 
Hindi.

Though the BOE had 
formulated a compliance 
plan for Chinese and Ko-
rean language assistance, 
Magpantay said the plan 
for Bengali is unclear. 
When asked if he thought if 
it was possible for language 
assistance to be properly 
available at all polling sites 
in Queens, Magpantay said, 
“It’s the law, it must be fea-
sible .... I don’t think New 
York is that incompetent. 
There are smart people at 
the Board of Elections and 
they should be able to get it 
done.”

Boro’s Asian voters face snafus at polls in primary

Former Republican mayoral candidate John Catsimatidis shakes 
hands with spectators along Cross Bay Boulevard during the an-
nual Labor Day Parade.

New Voices

William
Lewis

■

Voting machines were found either 
broken or malfunctioning, and there 
was a lack of language assistance.
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T
here may be light at 
the end of the tunnel 
for the nightmare 
faced by families 

zoned for Martin Van Buren 
High School in Queens Vil-
lage. MVB evokes wonder-
ful memories for its alumni, 
but while its former reputa-
tion as a community school 
with high graduation rates 
is well-known, it has since 
fallen on hard times and by 
any objective measure of 
success is a failed school.

The once-heralded 
promises of social engi-
neering have transformed 
MVB from a school with 
deep community roots into 
one where nearly 96 per-

cent of its student popula-
tion comes from outside 
the community. Is it any 
wonder that for a time, 
there was no PTA? With 
dismal graduation rates, 
a school report card grade 
wavering between C and D, 
delinquency and truancy 
problems exacerbated by 
students forced to travel one 
to two hours daily, this sto-
ried institution has become 
a shell barely recognizable 
by its former students.

Bobby Sher, president 
of the nearby Bell Park 
Manor cooperative, needed 
to install almost 100 cam-
eras throughout the com-
munity to prevent student 
trespassing, fighting and 
vandalism.

Reacting to strong 
community pressure, city 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott brought in a new 
principal, Sam Sochet, who 
has proven to be a dedicat-
ed administrator, popular 

with the local community 
and an energetic dynamo. 
Nevertheless, Sher la-
ments, “Sochet was handed 
a disaster, and turning this 
school around is a hercule-
an task that will take more 
than one person.”

That turnaround 
might be at hand if the 
chancellor gets his way. 
An unprecedented feder-
ally funded program would 
place a school within a 
school at MVB. The so-
called P-Tech would part-
ner with Queensborough 
Community College and 
offer a focus on technical 
skills and job preparation. 
Graduates would be eligible 
for an associate program at 
QCC at no cost. The prom-
ise of a tuition-free degree 
and attendance at a new 
school that will be drawing 
its student base from the 
city’s No. 1 school district 
will attract local parental 
attention and create enor-

mous momentum for the 
MVB hub.

For the first time in 
decades local community 
parents will have a reason 
to send their kids to MVB. 
That type of local com-
munity participation and 
parental involvement will 
bring about a metamor-
phosis. Sher compares it to 
winning the lottery.

“For MVB to be the 
only high school selected 
to be offered this special 
program is like hitting the 
jackpot [for this commu-
nity’s school kids and par-
ents],” he said. “We won’t 
have to be embarrassed 
anymore when prospective 
new residents of the co-op 
ask why there are no chil-
dren from Bell Park Manor 
attending the school.”

But change does not 
come easily. Inertia and 
stagnation are potent forc-
es to be reckoned with. Wal-
cott and the community 

know creative measures 
are needed, and the new 
P-Tech plan may just be 
the recipe. Recently, some 
elected officials and several 
civic groups held a widely 
covered press conference 
to denounce the plan. This 
knee-jerk reaction to pro-
posals coming out of the 
city Department of Educa-
tion’s lame duck adminis-
tration may be understand-
able, but in this case was 
misguided.

As president of Glen 
Oaks Village, a community 
of 3,000 families zoned for 
MVB, I believe this plan 
is a feasible blueprint with 
enormous potential. Most 
local civics have since come 
around and now support it. 
I am hopeful local politi-
cians will take a second, 
more careful look at P-Tech 
and follow the example of 
the local civics.

But do not be surprised 
to see some vested-interest 

stakeholders opposing P-
Tech. Some of the plan’s 
opponents claim the pro-
gram will drain resources 
from MVB. If the program 
succeeds, Sochet’s support-
ers fear it might be used to 
challenge his effectiveness 
after three years. And in 
the case of the United Fed-
eration of Teachers, its No. 
1 concern is union teaching 
jobs.

Such shortsighted vi-
sion does not mesh with 
the community’s longterm 
desire to bring MVB’s stan-
dards of achievement to a 
level that attracts an aca-
demically motivated stu-
dent population from the 
local community. The P-
Tech proposal is the game-
changer that will lead to 
local student participation 
and restore a sense of pride 
in MVB and its future.

Martin Van Buren High School may get new lease on life

De Blasio could face major decisions on city schools

T
here are only three 
months left in the 
Bloomberg era, 
and the folks at the 

Tweed Building who work 
for the city Department 
of Education are probably 
dusting off their résumés 
and thinking about their 
next gig.

The conventional wis-
dom is that city Public Ad-
vocate Bill de Blasio will be 
New York’s next mayor and 
he will put his own stamp 
on the future of public edu-
cation. All bets are off if 
Joe Lhota wins, because he 
is likely to continue a lot of 
Bloomberg’s policies, but 
that’s a topic for another 
column.

Looking at de Blasio’s 

campaign promises, it is 
easy to glean that his ad-
ministration will make 
a sharp break from the 
Bloomberg-Klein-Walcott 
era, and we should expect 
to see a steep reversal of 
course in 2014.

First of all, de Blasio’s 
main emphasis during 
the campaign was on the 
importance of universal 
pre-kindergarten, and he 
said we should fund that 
through a tax on those 
making more than $500,000 
annually.

He is correct in push-
ing for this. The achieve-
ment gap in our city is such 
that minority kids are one 
grade level behind non-mi-
nority kids by kindergar-
ten, and universal pre-K 
should help alleviate most 
of that disparity.

What de Blasio will not 
likely get is the tax increase 
because it requires the ap-
proval of the state Legisla-
ture and 2014 is an election 

year in Albany. It is highly 
unlikely that Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and the Legislature 
will push a tax increase on 
anyone as they prepare to 
face voters in November.

Another flash point 
in a de Blasio administra-
tion will be the future of 
charter schools. De Blasio 
has said in the past that 
charter schools should be 
charged rent, and he does 
not seem to be a fan of for-
mer City Councilwoman 
Eva Moskowitz, the head of 
the fastest-growing chain 
of charter schools in the 
city, the Success Charter 
Network.

Moskowitz, a contro-
versial figure when she was 
in office, decided to close 
her schools Oct. 8 and call 
for a march of her students 
and their parents across the 
Brooklyn Bridge to send de 
Blasio and his team a mes-
sage that charter schools 
have widespread support, 
particularly among minor-

ity parents.
It will be interesting 

to see how this plays out. 
There are more than 100 
charter schools in the city 
and they have become a 
growing part of the fabric 
of our education ecosystem. 
It will be hard for de Blasio 
to dismantle them, but he is 
likely to halt their growth 
in his first term.

Another area de Blasio 
is likely to reverse course 
on is the use of high-stakes 
testing in determining stu-
dent progress and curricu-
lums. So much of public 
school learning is geared to 
driving up test scores that 
it will be challenging for de 
Blasio and his new chan-
cellor to undo this. This 
will take time, and it is not 
clear that he will be able to 
do this seamlessly in a first 
term.

During the campaign, 
de Blasio often spoke about 
the need to bring parents 
back into the education 

system and in decision-
making and to stop the 
top-down management by 
the department leaders at 
Tweed. This is one of those 
“mom and apple pie” ideas: 
hard to argue with, but also 
hard to envision how it will 
be executed.

In principle, de Blasio 
is correct. The only way 
education succeeds is when 
there is a three-way part-
nership between student, 
parent and teacher working 
together to ensure children 
succeed.

There is also the ques-
tion of how de Blasio will 
handle the teachers in this 
city, a group like all other 
public sector unions that 
has gone without a raise for 
almost four years. It is like-
ly de Blasio will be fair and 
perhaps generous with the 
teachers and their union. 
As a progressive leader 
who has strong ties to the 
labor movement, it is safe 
to predict that he will work 

hard to give city workers as 
much as the city budget al-
lows.

Let’s hope that in ad-
dition to pay increases de 
Blasio focuses on intense 
teacher training, both be-
fore they get into the class-
room and then relentlessly 
when they are full-fledged 
teachers. Professional de-
velopment and mentoring 
of our teachers is the single 
greatest way we will im-
prove our city’s education 
system in the short term. 
Everything else is a distant 
second to this urgent need.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob 
Friedrich

■
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BY SHAWN KING AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 19-year-old Jackson 
Heights resident killed in a 
hit-and-run crash dreamed 
of one day joining the law 
enforcement ranks, but 
now his family is hoping 
authorities find the driver 
of a dark-colored sedan who 
struck the teen and drove 
off.

“Saturday was my 
brother, next time it could 
be anyone else,” said Luis 
Bravo’s 12-year-old sister 
Sarah.

Bravo was found by 
emergency responders at 
Broadway and 58th Street 
in Woodside just after 11 
p.m. Saturday and brought 
to Elmhurst Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, police said.

Cops believe the teen 
was walking eastbound on 
Broadway when he was hit 
by a dark-colored vehicle, 
which fled, authorities 

said.
No one was immedi-

ately arrested after Bravo’s 
death and the investigation 
was ongoing, the NYPD 
said.

Bravo’s relatives said 
the New York City College 
of Technology student envi-
sioned his future career as 
working for the FBI.

“He wanted to be a 
police officer,” Bravo’s 
younger sister Sarah said, 
explaining that her broth-
er believed entering the 
NYPD was a pathway to the 
federal agency.

Bravo’s other interests 
included acting, singing, 
playing basketball and tak-
ing care of the family dog, 
Rocky.

He delivered food his 
mother made so that the 
family could earn extra 
money after his father was 
deported back to Ecuador 
and helped his sister with 
her homework.

“He was like a dad to 

me,” Sarah said.
His mother, Martha 

Puruncajas, who was treat-
ed for breast cancer 10 years 
ago and has since been di-
agnosed cancer-free, relied 
on her son to take care of 
the family.

“I think that’s why 
God took him away, be-
cause he was a good guy,” 
Puruncajas said in Spanish 
as Sarah translated.

On Saturday night, Pu-
runcajas saw her son doing 
homework several hours 

before he was killed.
“She doesn’t believe 

in three hours she lost her 
son,” Sarah said of her 
mother.

Three days after the 
fatal crash, City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 

(D-Sunnyside) called on 
the city Department of 
Transportation to slow 
traffic in the area and said 
four pedestrians have lost 
their lives in the past three 
months within his district, 
which includes Long Island 
City and Sunnyside.

“We are sick and tired 
of asking for the DOT to 
do the right thing and pro-
tect the people of this city,” 
said state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
joined Van Bramer, state 
Assemblywoman Margaret 
Markey (D-Maspeth) and 
Paul Steely White, execu-
tive director of Transpor-
tation Alternatives, at the 
news conference Tuesday 
afternoon.

The Rev. Joshua Hol-
lmann, of Christ Church 
and Child Center, asked 
two years ago that a speed 
bump be installed on 58th 
Street in front of the 130-
student school he runs, and 

Luis Bravo’s sister Sarah holds a photo of herself, Bravo and the family dog, Rocky. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Family mourns Jax Hts teen killed in hit-run
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Senior Sarah Levell was 
headed to the Capital One branch 
in Hollis to get cash when she hap-
pened upon a rally Saturday of 
elected officials and patrons, call-
ing on the bank to keep the Hill-
side Avenue location open despite 
plans to close later this month.

Levell, who lives several 
blocks from the bank, at 204-12 
Hillside Ave., said she had had an 
account with ING before it was 
acquired by Capital One and wor-
ried about the effect the branch’s 
planned closure would have on 
her graphic design and T-shirt 
business as well as on her normal 
routine.

Disabled after she developed 
polio at 2, Levell said the next 
nearest location is in Queens 
Village, at 216-19 Jamaica Ave. 
— more than a mile and a half 
away.

“I would have to go so far,” 
she said.

In a letter to state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), Jim Brown, 
Capital One’s senior director of 

state government relations, said 
the lease is about to expire on the 
branch, which does not have a 
good location for visibility or foot 
traffic, two reasons behind the 
planned closure Oct. 19.

“We determined the lack of 
drive-through facilities and ad-
equate parking here prevented us 
from providing the best level of 
service to our customers,” Brown 
wrote. 

A spokeswoman for Capital 
One, which has 40 locations in 
Queens, said all  employees at the 
Hollis branch who asked to work 
elsewhere were placed at other 
sites.

Elected officials were hoping 
to at least buy some time before 
customers have to use other sites 
and possibly stop the closure alto-
gether.

Hundreds of Hollis residents 
signed a petition requesting that 
the bank stay open, Avella said.

“This is not the fault of the 
local branch or the people who 
work here. It is a corporate deci-
sion and sometimes a corporate 
decision can be reversed,” he 

said.
Elected officials are also 

looking for Capital One custom-
ers who may not have received 
a mandatory letter from the 
company informing them of the 
branch’s planned shutdown. The 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
Improvement Act requires banks 

to notify patrons by mail at least 
90 days before a branch will shut 
its doors.

“It gives us more time to keep 
working this,” Avella said of the 
possibility of another round of let-
ters to be sent out, thereby post-
poning the closure by 90 days.

Avella was joined by state 

Assemblyman William Scar-
borough (D-Jamaica) and City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-St 
Albans), all of whom are Capital 
One customers.

“This represents a disinvest-
ment in the community,” Scar-
borough said.

Hollis resident Nancy 
Schwarz, 66, who plans to switch 
to Ridgewood Savings Bank in 
the FranHill shopping center if 
the Capital One branch closes, 
complained of the added cost to 
travel to another neighborhood 
to bank.

“If you have to take a bus to 
another location, that’s $2.50 and 
time,” she said.

Jacqueline Butler-Elder, 71, 
found out about her branch’s clos-
ing from her hairstylist, Shanta 
Persaud.

Butler-Elder, who was sure 
she had not received the letter, 
said she had  two much activity 
in her accounts to switch banks 
should the Hollis location close.

“I’m thinking about the bad 
weather,” she said, “and that is 
not good.”

Sarah Levell worries about how the planned closure of the Capital One branch 
in Hollis will affect her small business. Photo by Christina Santucci

Hollis residents slam plan to shut neighborhood bank

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The man charged with 
shooting a 33-year-old in the 
head and neck on Roosevelt 
Avenue last month is a sus-
pected gang member, the 
Queens district attorney 
said.

Authorities believe 
20-year-old Pedro Silva, of 
Jackson Heights, is part 
of the street gang M18, the 
DA’s office said.

Silva was charged 
with murder, criminal pos-
session of a weapon and 
tampering with evidence in 
the Sept. 20 shooting death 
of Corona resident Ivan Ro-
driguez, according to the 
borough’s top prosecutor.

Silva, along with 
several other suspected 
gang members, chased 
Rodriguez on the Jackson 
Heights avenue and alleg-

edly shot the 33-year-old in 
the head and neck after he 
fell, the DA said.

M18, which is also 
known as “Mara 18” and 
the “18th Street” gang, is 
a transnational gang with 
origins in Mexico and Cali-
fornia, according to the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.

“In another unfortu-
nate example of the sense-
less gun violence that seems 
to more and more permeate 
our society, the defendant 
is accused of chasing after 
the victim with others and 
fatally shooting him in the 
head while he was lying 

helplessly on the ground,” 
Queens DA Richard Brown 
said. “His alleged actions 
were violent and ruthless 
and the charges against 
him will be vigorously 
prosecuted.”

After the shooting, 
Silva allegedly fled and 
dumped his weapon in the 
trash near 37th Avenue, 
according to the district at-
torney’s office.

Police later recovered 
a .22-caliber gun, five spent 
rounds and one live round 
from a pile of garbage in 
front of 37-61 88th St., the 
DA’s office said.

Police barricades are positioned along Roosevelt Avenue after 
Ivan Rodriguez’s murder. Photo by Christina Santucci

Suspected M18 member 
charged in boro slay: DA
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I. Daneek Miller came out as the clear Democratic Party nominee to succeed term-
limited City Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) when the city Board of Elections 
certified the election results Saturday, more than three weeks after the primary contest.

Miller, Comrie’s hand-picked successor, maintained the 24.34 percent of the votes 
he had when he claimed victory at his St. Albans campaign headquarters on primary 
night.

In the preliminary count, Clyde Vanel had garnered 21.79 percent of the total and 
said he would wait until all the ballots were totaled, but when all was said and done his 
share increased to only 21.43 percent.

Sondra Peeden earned the fewest votes, just under 4 percent. She is also running on 
the Independence Party line and will face off against Miller in the Nov. 5 general elec-
tion.

Joan Flowers came in at third place with 21.17 percent of votes, while Manuel Caugh-
man drew 17.72 percent and Greg Mays captured 11.28 percent.

Miller is winner in Dem primary
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Hundreds of Long Island City yoga enthusiasts took part in City 
Salutations, a free fitness/wellness festival at the MoMA Dome PS1 in 
Long Island City. EmblemHealth and Flavorpill teamed up to hold the 
event, which featured yoga instruction from Rima Rani Rabbath, an 
advanced certified Jivamukti teacher at the Jivamukti Yoga School 
NYC. Thomas Droge, founder of the Droge Clinic and specialist in acu-
puncture and herbal medicine, also instructed a class in the Chinese 
martial art known as tai chi.

Visitors make their way to the art dome at MoMA PS1, where free introductory yoga and tai chi lessons were being held. 
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Long Island City plays host to a free yoga festival

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Instructor Thomas Droge (c.) leads a tai chi lesson. Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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BY SHAWN KING

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) joined other elected 
officials and residents 
Friday to urge the city De-
partment of Transporta-
tion to address the growing 
pedestrian safety issue in 
the Queens Plaza and Long 
Island City area.

Van Bramer, state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria), borough presi-
dent candidate Melinda 
Katz and Deputy Director 
of Transportation Alterna-
tives Noah Budnick called 
on the DOT to implement 
changes after a woman was 
struck and killed by a mo-
torcycle at the intersection 
of 27th Street and Queens-
boro Plaza Sept. 13.

Karen Pheras, 20, was 
crossing Queens Plaza 
North just before 8 p.m. 
when she was hit by a 
69-year-old man riding a 
2009 Honda motorcycle, 
which then jumped the 
curb and struck a pillar, 
the NYPD said.

Pheras was taken to 
Mount Sinai Queens, where 
she was pronounced dead, 
police said.

“We have a growing 
epidemic where pedes-
trians are not safe on the 
sidewalks and the streets 
of Queensboro Plaza,” Van 
Bramer said. “Dutch Kills 
and Long Island City are 
home to thousands of new 
residents as well as hun-
dreds of growing business-
es.”

He pointed out that 
many more people are 
crossing daily through 
Queensboro Plaza, where 
there is a significant safety 
problem.

“We cannot afford an-
other pedestrian collision 
or fatality in our neighbor-
hood,” the councilman said. 
“ It’s time for the Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
act before it is too late.”

This is the second col-
lision in the Queensboro 
Plaza area in the past three 
months,  Van Bramer said.

As housing develop-
ments have risen in Long 
Island City and Dutch 
Kills, where new commer-
cial space has also sprung 
up, pedestrian and car traf-
fic has grown substantially 
in recent years, the legisla-
tors said.

The officials suggested 

several new measures that 
the DOT should take to pre-
vent more pedestrian acci-
dents.

• extending pedestrian 
countdown clocks at cross-
walks along Queens Bor-
ough Plaza

• installing additional 
signage that will make pe-
destrians aware of cycling 
lanes along Queen Plaza 
North

• making Queensboro 
Plaza an essential focal 
point in the DOT’s mul-
timillion-dollar Western 
Queens Transportation 
Study

“The Queens Plaza 
area has long been too dan-
gerous, and we have called 
for traffic improvements 
many times over the years,” 
said Gianaris. “Though we 
have had some success in 
making Queens Plaza saf-
er, horrible accidents like 
this remind us that more 
needs to be done. I hope this 
tragedy will inspire us all 
to work together to make 
Queens Plaza a safer place 
for Queens residents.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and community members call 
on the city Department of Transportation to address pedestrian 
safety issues in Long Island City. Photo courtesy Van Bramer

Queens Plaza unsafe for pedestrians: Pols
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Learn to Paint on Water
EBRU as a decorative paper art, is one 
of the oldest Turkish Arts. Patterns are 
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Alley Pond Environmental Center hosted an Estuary Day festival Saturday celebrat-
ing the area’s local estuary, Little Neck Bay, with educational exhibits and interactive 
booths, boat rides, entertainment and demonstrations.

Estuaries like Little Neck Bay mark the spot where freshwater meets the ocean, and 
provide a rich natural habitat for a variety of marine life and recreational opportunities 
for residents.

Alley Pond hosts Estuary Day festival

Briarwood resident Victoria Espinal, 6, hoists a fake fish during one of several activites set up 
for children at the Alley Pond Environmental Center’s National Estuaries Day Festival. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Millennium, an 85-pound tortoise, chomps on a leaf in the center’s backyard. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Daniel Ohebshalom peers into a fish tank inside the Alley Pond Environmental Center in Douglaston. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

 Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Bed bugs have been 
spotted inside the city De-
partment of Health and 
Mental Hygiene’s gleam-
ing headquarters in Long 
Island City, but the agency 
has been mum about the re-
ported invasion.

Reuters reported Sept. 
20 that the department 
confirmed inspectors had 
found a group of the pesky 
pests living on one floor of 
the agency’s $316-million 
building on 28th Street.

The DOH did not re-
spond, however, to a writ-
ten request for comment.

Bed bugs were mostly 
a problem of the upper 
classes in medieval times 
because they had the warm-
est homes, but the itching 
and annoyance associated 
with their bites was democ-

ratized in the latter half of 
the 16th century.

They were common 
in the United States before 
World War II, but advances 
in bug-zapping sprays all 
but eliminated the critters.

Recently they have 
made a bit of a comeback,  
In fact, a bed bug was sight-
ed at the new LIC building 
back in September 2012.

“People and goods are 
traveling more widely and 
in greater numbers than 
ever before. Bed bugs are 
nocturnal, small, shy, and 
easily overlooked — and 
the adults can live for half 
a year without food — mak-
ing them perfect stowaways 
in luggage and shipping 
crates,” said a report by the 
state Integrated Pest Man-
agement Program.

According to the DOH 
website, bed bugs are easily 

transported from the home 
to the office by employees 
and visitors, and the agen-
cy said the best defense is 
learning about the enemy 
and keeping your eyes open 
for them.

“All employees should 
be encouraged to visit the 
DOHMH bed bug website 
to learn how to identify bed 
bugs and how to address 
infestations at home,” the 
department’s literature 
said. “Employees should 
be diligent in recognizing 
signs of bed bugs at home 
or at work, so that reme-
dial measures can be taken 
quickly to prevent their 
spread to other locations. 
Eliminating clutter in the 
workplace can also make 
it much easier to locate any 
bed bugs that may be pres-
ent.”

The corner of 60th Drive and Mt. Olivet Crescent in Maspeth was renamed Sat-
urday for George Gibbons, the popular bar owner of Gibbons’ Home. Gibbons was 
killed in a wrong way hit-and-run crash on the Long Island Expressway service road 
in 2011. His family and City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley, who introduced the 
legislation to rename the street in the Council, unveiled the sign before a commemo-
rative version was presented to relatives.

George Gibbons St. holds the commemorative sign for his son as he is surrounded by his family 
and Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (second l.). Photo by Christina Santucci

Corner in Maspeth renamed 
for bar owner George Gibbons

Health Dept battling 
bed bugs at LIC HQ

COME AND BE A PART OF YOUR 
SYNAGOGUE FAMILY ALL YEAR LONG

For My House Shall Be Called a 
House of Prayer for All People

Rabbi Michael Weisser
Cantor Steven Pearlston

Dr. Charles G. Agin, Rabbi Emeritus
Paul Klein, President

For a complete list of events & holiday schedules, please see our website at www.freesynagogue.org or call the office at 718-961-0030

CRASH COURSE IN HEBREW! FREE!
Thursday Evenings, Oct. 10 – Nov. 7, 7:30pm to 9:00pm 

In Cooperation with the National Jewish Outreach Program and Learn Hebrew! 
No Previous knowledge of Hebrew is required, We invite all of our neighbors, of 

all religions, to come learn with us. 
Cole Porter - Jewish Composer? Come Find Out!

Friday, October 11, Shabbat Service
Join us as we present a night of “Hebrew Flavored” standards by this great 

pop songwriter including such classics as “Night and Day”, “What is this Thing 
Called Love” and “My Heart Belongs to Daddy” 
Shabbat Chanukkah Celebration

Friday Evening, November 29 
at 7:30pm

Join us for Free Synagogue’s annual Shabbat Chanukkah celebration & Latke 
Party. Bring your menorahs for our community candle lighting ceremony. 

Community-Wide Health Fair
Sunday, December 8, 10am to 4pm

Free Synagogue of Flushing is sponsoring a community-wide Health Fair. 
Information and screening on such topics as breast cancer, arthritis, HIV, 

Obamacare, blood pressure and obesity will be available. Workshops include 
The Healing Arts with Albert Lotto Dr. of Musical Arts and Chen StyleTai Chi with 

Master Pan Yuntei son of Grand Master Pan Yongzhous. Admission is free.
Indoor Flea Market 

Saturday, December 14, 6pm to 10pm 
Sunday, December 15, 9am to 5pm

Market will take place in the auditorium. Vendors Welcome 718-961-0030.
Feel free to come and shop our large selection of treasures!

www.freesynagogue.org 
718-961-0030

 info@freesynagogue.org 
Free on-site parking 

Two blocks from Subway/7 train & 
the LIRR Main St/Flushing Station

FREE SYNAGOGUE of FLUSHING, your synagogue, 
is still offering Opportunities for you!

SABBATH EVENING SERVICE
Friday Night Worship at 7:30 pm

INFORMAL WORSHIP & 
TORAH STUDY

Saturdays at 10:30 am 

with Rabbi Michael Weisser

MINDFULNESS 
MEDITATION

Each Tuesday 7:30 pm

with Rabbi Michael Weisser

Free Synagogue 
of Flushing

Synagogue Offi ce: 136-23 Sanford Ave.
 Sanctuary: 41-60 Kissena Blvd.

New York State and the National 
Register of Historic Places

Please see our 

NEW ADDRESS, 

as we relocated to 

our FSF Historical 

White Building!

Looking for a beautiful, 
spacious hall for your next event?

Our Social Hall is the perfect 
location. It accommodates 

250 people plus stage space. 

Call 718-961-0030 
or email 

rentals@freesynagogue.org
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Family members of a 

23-year-old Astoria college 
student who was raped and 
murdered in 2009 laid eyes 
on her accused killer for 
the first time last week in 
an arraignment hearing in 
Queens Criminal Court.

After about four years, 
investigators trying to 
crack the mysterious and 
grisly homicide of Carmen 
Saldana, a part-time Fash-
ion Institute of Technology 
student who was discov-
ered strangled by her moth-
er inside their 30th Avenue 
apartment, caught a break 
when DNA evidence linked 
convicted felon Jose Marti-
nez to the crime, according 
to District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown.

“The young woman, 
Carmen Saldana, was just 
23 years old. She had a 
bright and promising fu-
ture, which was abruptly 
cut short by her brutal and 

senseless murder, allegedly 
at the hands of the defen-
dant,” the DA said. “This 
case will be vigorously 
prosecuted to ensure that 
justice is served on behalf 
of the victim and her fam-
ily.”

Saldana, brought by 
her mother to the country 
from Mexico City as a child, 
had been studying fashion 
part-time and working as 
a waitress to make ends 
meet, a family member told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in 2009.

Last week her family 
had strong words for Mar-
tinez, who was led into his 
arraignment hearing last 
Thursday in irons and a 
green jumpsuit, according 
to the New York Post.

“He is an animal,” Sal-
dana’s mother Susana said, 
according to the Post.

Saldana’s brother 
Carlos was also present in 
court, where Martinez was 
charged in a 15-count in-

dictment, and told the Post 
he wanted Martinez to pay 
for what prosecutors said 

was a vicious crime that 
unfolded after a party.

In July 2009, Martinez 

offered to walk Saldana 
home after the event in 
Long Island City, but when 
they arrived at her home 
she refused to let him come 
inside, Brown said.

Martinez kicked in the 
door, then allegedly raped 
and murdered her, the DA 
said.

He was hit with a 
slew of charges in Queens 
Criminal Court, including 
second-degree murder and 
first-degree rape in con-
nection to Saldana’s death, 
Brown said.

Investigators had hit 
a wall in the case. Shortly 
after the murder, authori-

ties cleared two men who 
had been at the party with 
Saldana.

But in 2011 Martinez 
pleaded guilty to reckless 
endangerment in connec-
tion with an earlier attack 
on a cab driver, the DA 
said.

As a result of his con-
viction, Martinez was re-
quired to submit a DNA 
sample, which the DA said 
matched evidence at the 
scene of Saldana’s murder.

According to the Post, 
Martinez has said he was 
born in 1993 instead of 1983, 
which is what prosecutors 
have said. It would have 
made him 15 at the time of 
Saldana’s death, and if he 
were to be convicted of the 
crime he would have the 
possibility of a lesser sen-
tence, the Post said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Jose Martinez is led from the 114th Precinct in Astoria to Queens 
Criminal Court for his arraignment. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Man charged in 2009 Astoria cold-case murder

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

CARMEN SALDANA
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The number of drivers 70 and older is 
predicted to triple in North America 
during the next 20 years. Research 

indicates that the older a person is, the 
higher the risk of driver accident or fatal-
ity. The risk posed by older drivers and the 
inevitable increase in older drivers on the 
road in the next two decades have sparked 
debate as to whether or not such drivers 
should be re-examined to ensure safety on 
the road.

In 2003, an 86-year-old man uninten-
tionally killed 10 people and injured more 
than 70 when he drove his car through a 
crowded farmer’s market in Santa Mon-

ica, Calif. In 2010, a 72-year-old Connecti-
cut man faced vehicular manslaughter 
charges for allegedly striking and killing 
a motorcyclist. In 2012, an elderly man in 
Buffalo, N.Y. caused an accident resulting 
in three fatalities when he traveled in the 
wrong direction on the New York State 
Thruway. Very frequently, the local news 
is peppered with reports of elderly drivers 
causing serious accidents. Some wonder if 
more stringent requirements for elderly 
drivers would help the situation.

Thirty-three states presently have leg-
islation in place to ensure drivers can re-
tain driving privileges once they reach 

a certain age. It’s important to note that, 
according to the National Safety Coun-
cil, drivers over the age of 75 account for 
only 3.3 percent of accidents in the United 
States. Drivers age 25 to 34 account for 
the largest number of accidents, at nearly 
20 percent. Some argue that these fi nd-
ings do not paint an accurate picture be-
cause senior drivers spend far less time 
behind the wheel and log fewer miles than 
younger drivers, reducing the chance for 
accidents.

The National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration notes that aging can affect 
drivers in a number of ways. The physical 

and mental changes that accompany aging 
can have a profound impact on a person’s 
ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. 
Reaction times may be slower, hearing and 
vision loss may affect driver awareness, 
loss of muscle strength and fl exibility can 
make steering more diffi cult, and medica-
tion can impair focus or concentration. 

Many senior centers and organizations 
offer programs that allow elderly driv-
ers to brush up on their skills behind the 
wheel. Drivers also can contact their in-
surance companies to see if there are any 
sponsored classes they can take to reas-
sess their skills and possibly lower their 
insurance premiums. AAA offers a driver 
improvement course and suggests seniors 
fi nd a car they can safely and comfortably 
operate. It also offers Roadwise Rx, a free 
online tool that provides confi dential, in-
dividualized feedback about medication 
side effects and how these drugs may im-
pact drivers on the road. AARP also offers 
a driver safety course.

It also is important that senior driv-
ers and their families familiarize them-
selves with local legislation to determine 
if driver refresher courses or retesting are 
necessary for older drivers to remain be-
hind the wheel. 

AGING CAN IMPAIR 
DRIVING ABILITY

Research indicates that the older a person is, the higher the risk of driver accident or fatality.
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

ELDERCARE TODAY

Explore Medicare rehab services 
that can help elderly disabled
BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

Medicare offers sev-
eral wonderful 
health benefi ts free 

of charge, but, unfortunately, 
many people do not benefi t 
from these services because 
they do not know about 
them. This is particularly 
true of Medicare-covered re-
habilitation services. Here 
are some facts to know:

• Medicare Part B can pay 
for up to $3,700 of physical, 
occupational, and speech 
therapy in your home.

• Medicare Part A pays for 
up to 100 days for rehabilita-
tion in a skilled nursing fa-
cility.

• Rehab through Medicare 
A and B can be extended to 
maximize your recovery — 
if you understand the proper 
procedures.

Medicare pays for reha-
bilitation services for the 
elderly and disabled. This 
includes physical, occupa-
tional, and speech therapy. 
Physical therapists work on 
the lower half of the body, 
and work on balance, walk-
ing, and transferring from 
one surface to another. Oc-
cupational therapy works 
on the upper body and tasks 
such as buttoning clothes, 
bathing, combing hair, cook-
ing, etc. Speech therapy   fo-
cuses on swallowing and 
some talking issues. 

Rehabilitation can be con-
ducted in a skilled care facil-

ity (usually a nursing home), 
an outpatient clinic or medi-
cal offi ce, or in the patient’s 
home. Medicare Part A pays 
for nursing home rehab 
while Medicare Part B cov-
ers outpatient and in-home 
treatment. Each Medicare 
has different requirements 
for continued coverage. 

Medicare Part A pays 
for up to 100 days of skilled 
nursing home rehab. It pays 
100 percent of the cost for the 
fi rst 20 days of therapy, and 
80 percent for the remaining 
80 days. The other 20 percent 
payment comes out-of-pocket 
or through a secondary 
health insurance plan. Once 
the time cap is reached, 
Medicare stops all payment 
and any additional therapy 
must be paid privately or 
through a secondary health-
care plan.

This does not mean a per-
son is guaranteed 100 days 
of rehab. The rehab staff is 
required to periodically as-
sess each recipient and de-
termine whether he is still 
eligible for treatment under 
Medicare guidelines. If the 
therapist determines the pa-
tient is no longer benefi ting, 
treatment will cease and the 
patient is discharged.

Medicare Part B pays 
for outpatient and in-home 
therapy and has a fi nancial 
cap for its services. After 
paying a yearly deductible, 
Medicare pays 80 percent of 

cost, and a secondary health 
insurance plan pays the re-
maining 20 percent. A thera-
pist must periodically assess 
the client’s progress and can 
continue services until the 
client reaches a monetary 
cap of $1,900 for physical and 
speech therapy (combined) 
and another $1,900 for oc-
cupational therapy. If more 
therapy is needed, this cap 
can be raised to $3,700. 

On Jan. 24, the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for Vermont ap-
proved a settlement agree-
ment that declares that 
nowhere in Medicare’s 
policy is there a written 
statement that requires a 
person to stop therapy once 
he ceases making progress. 
In fact, therapy should con-
tinue as long as the recipient 
continues to maintain his 
current status or if it shows 
deterioration.  

This new ruling has 
come as great news for indi-
viduals who are faced with 
chronic disabilities such 
as multiple sclerosis, Par-
kinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
diseases. Now, as long as a 
person can prove that the 
therapy is maintaining his 
current level of function, or 
that it is preventing dete-
rioration, he has grounds to 
continue. 

Joanna R. Leefer works 
with seniors and their fami-
lies. For more information, 
www.joannaleefer.com. 
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Thank you GuildNet.

Dealing with a loved one’s long term illness can 
mean handling a lot of hassles, like filling out 
paperwork. GuildNet’s long term care plans take 
away the hassles so your loved one can stay safe at 
home.  

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Taking away the 
hassles brought back 
Mom’s smile. 

Exercise is important 
for all people, includ-
ing the elderly. Yet 

seniors who have limited 
mobility or are confi ned 
to a wheelchair may think 
they couldn’t possibly ex-
ercise. However, there are 
many things such individ-
uals can do to stay in shape 
— all while sitting down.

Doctors recommend at 
least 30 minutes of daily 
exercise for most people. 
Exercise is benefi cial for 
seniors because it keeps 
muscles from atrophying, 
improves mental alertness, 
strengthens bones, and 
leads to a healthier metabo-
lism, among other things.

For seniors who think 
they won’t be able to han-
dle traditional exercise, 
chair exercises or modifi ed 
pilates can be effective, 
even for those with trouble 
walking or standing for ex-

tended periods of time.
To get started, all you 

need is some loose-fi tting 
clothing and a chair. Be-
gin by doing some stretch-

ing movements of the neck, 
arms, and legs. Rotate the 
head left and right and in 
circles to stretch the neck 
and back muscles. Lift arms 

over the head and slowly 
drop down to the sides of 
the body to stretch arms 
and back muscles. Lift and 
lower the legs a few times 

to warm them up.
To begin exercises, start 

slowly, and gradually build 
up repetitions. Try exer-
cises that include boxing or 
punching into the air, arm 
circles, and arm curls. For 
the legs, work the back and 
front of the legs. Kick the 
legs out in front of the body 
several times. Hold legs par-
allel to the fl oor (as much as 
possible) and do leg crosses. 
Put feet fl at on the fl oor and 
lift up the heels. Keep feet 
on the fl oor and push down 
to work the buttocks and 
the top of the thighs.

Those who have mas-
tered these exercises and 
have been told by a doctor 
that it is OK to do some-
thing a bit more strenuous 
may want to add very light 
weights to the equation for 
more resistance. Two- or 
fi ve-pound weights are all 
that’s needed to give mus-

cles even more of a work-
out.

Those looking to change 
things up from day to day 
can think about doing yoga 
in a chair, or even tai chi ex-
ercises. Deep breathing and 
meditation after workouts 
can be part of a cool down 
and stress-relief program.

If swimming is possible, 
or even simply entering a 
pool, water provides gentle 
resistance and could be a 
good way to work the body 
in a gradual manner. Buoy-
ancy from the water will 
be easy on joints and this 
type of exercise is very low-
impact.

Remember to always 
consult a doctor before 
beginning any type of ex-
ercise regimen, be it with 
a personal trainer or on 
your own. The doctor can 
discuss which type of exer-
cises may be safe.

Exercises for seniors with limited mobility

Exercising in a chair is an effective way for seniors to stay in shape.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

Medicare offers sev-
eral wonderful 
health benefi ts 

free of charge, but, unfortu-
nately, many people do not 
benefi t from these services 
because they do not know 
about them. This is par-
ticularly true of Medicare-
covered rehabilitation ser-
vices. Here are some facts 
to know:

• Medicare Part B can 
pay for up to $3,700 of physi-
cal, occupational, and speech 
therapy in your home.

• Medicare Part A pays for 
up to 100 days for rehabilita-
tion in a skilled nursing fa-
cility.

• Rehab through Medicare 
A and B can be extended to 
maximize your recovery — 

if you understand the proper 
procedures.

Below are some tips that 
can insure you or your fam-
ily member obtain the best 
rehab results possible.

What is Medicare 
rehab?

For decades, Medicare 
has paid for rehabilitation 
services for the elderly and 
disabled. This coverage in-
cludes physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy, and speech 
therapy. Physical therapy 
usually deals with the lower 
part of the body, such as the 
legs or feet. Physical thera-
pists work on balance, walk-
ing, and transferring from 
one surface to another. Occu-
pational therapy works on the 
upper body (hands and arms) 
and tasks such as buttoning 
clothes, bathing, combing 
hair, cooking, writing, etc. 
Speech therapy, also called 
speech and language pathol-
ogy  focuses on swallowing 
and some talking issues. It 
involves retraining muscles 
used in swallowing that are 
weakened due to such illness 
as pneumonia or a stroke. 

Rehabilitation can be 
conducted either in a skilled 
care facility (usually a nurs-
ing home), an outpatient 
clinic or medical offi ce, or 
in the patient’s home. Medi-
care Part A pays for nursing 
home rehab while Medicare 
Part B covers outpatient and 
in home treatment. Each 
Medicare has different re-
quirements for continued 
coverage. 

Traditional Medicare 
Part A pays for up to 100 days 
of skilled nursing home re-
hab. It pays 100 percent of 
the cost for the fi rst 20 days 
of physical, occupational, 
and speech therapy, and 80 

percent for the remaining 
80 days. The other 20 per-
cent payment comes out-of-
pocket or through a second-
ary health insurance plan. 
Once the time cap is reached 
(100 days), Medicare stops all 
payment and any additional 
therapy must be paid pri-
vately or through a second-
ary healthcare plan.

This does not mean a per-
son is guaranteed 100 days of 
rehab. The rehab staff is re-
quired to periodically assess 
each recipient and determine 
whether he is still eligible for 
treatment under Medicare 
guidelines. If the therapist 
determines the patient is no 
longer benefi ting, treatment 
will cease and the patient is 
discharged from therapy be-
fore 100 days.

Medicare Part B pays 
for outpatient and in-home 
therapy and has a fi nancial 
cap for its services. After 
paying a yearly deductible, 
Medicare pays 80 percent of 
cost, and a secondary health 
insurance plan pay the re-
maining 20 percent. A thera-
pist must periodically assess 
the client’s progress and can 
continue services until the 
client reaches a monetary 
cap of $1,900 for physical and 
speech therapy (combined) 
and another $1,900 for oc-
cupational therapy. If more 
therapy is needed, this cap 
can be raised to $3,700. 

Maximizing skilled 
care rehab

Most people do not know 
that Medicare caps are not as 
rigid as they initially appear. 
Here is some insider infor-
mation that could help:

For decades, the criteria 
for continuing or stopping 
therapy was decided by a 
“standard of improvement” 

policy, i.e. a person must con-
tinue to show progress dur-
ing treatment. Once a person 
stops progressing, treatment 
is ended.

This criterion was recently 
challenged and changed. 
On Jan. 24, the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Ver-
mont approved a settlement 
agreement that declares that 
nowhere in Medicare’s policy 
is there a written statement 
that requires a person to stop 
therapy once he ceases mak-
ing progress. In fact, therapy 
should continue as long as the 
recipient continues to main-
tain his current status or if it 
slows any deterioration.  

This new ruling has come 
as great news for thousands 
of individuals who are faced 
with chronic disabilities 
such as multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
diseases. In the past, these 
people were refused contin-
ued rehab treatment even 
though therapy could help 
maintain their current ca-
pabilities. Now, as long as 
a person can prove that the 
therapy is maintaining his 
current level of function, or 
that it is preventing dete-
rioration, he has grounds to 
continue. This is a big coup 
for many patients!

Joanna R. Leefer is a 
senior care advisor and 
founder of ElderCareGiving, 
an agency that helps fami-
lies get the best care for their 
aging loved ones when fam-
ily care is no longer enough. 
She has been working with 
seniors and their families 
for 10 years. For more, visit 
www.joannaleefer.com. Her 
book, “Almost Like Home: 
A Family Guide to Navi-
gating the Nursing Home 
Maze,” will be available next 
month.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new 
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056742

Find us on

What you know about Medicare 
rehab can get you great care
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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For 2014, here are highlights of our in-network(2) benefits compared to Original Medicare.
 

Benefit
 

Original 
Medicare(3)

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage without 

Rx (HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

 

*Fidelis Medicare $0 
Premium (HMO)

Monthly Plan  
Premium (1)

$104.90 $0 $37.20 $0 

Flex Benefit None None $500 per year $100 per year 
Part B Deductible $147 None None None 
PCP Copay 20% $10 $0 $15 
Specialist Copay 20% $20 $0 $25 
Outpatient Surgery in a 
Hospital

20% $285  $285 $285 

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical Center

20% $285 $285 $285 

Lab Tests 0% - 20% 0%-20% 0%  0%-20% 
X-rays 20% $10 $10 $10 
Preventive Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
MRIs, CT Scans, PET 
Scans

20% 20% 20% 20% 

Inpatient Copay $1,184 $285 per day for 
days 1-5,  

per admission

$285 per day for days 
1-5, 

per admission

$285 per day for days 1-5, 
per admission 

Part D Prescription Drug 
Coverage

No No Yes, with $0 deductible 
for preferred and  

non-preferred generics

Yes, with $0 deductible 

Preventive Dental  None None Yes Yes 

New Medicare plans for 2014!

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. seven days a week from October 1 to February 14, 

and Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. from February 15 through September 30

Enroll anytime at fideliscare.org
The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations,

copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on

January 1 of each year. 1You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 2Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket

expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. 3These are 2013 amounts and may change for 2014.

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract         H3328_FC 13097 CMS Accepted

The Benefits
You Care About...
Are Right Here.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Jeff Stark and Todd Chandler 
have fond memories of summer 
nights camped out in the family 
sedan’s backseat watching Luke 
Skywalker battle the Evil Empire 
and a giant white shark terrorize 
a Long Island beach community 

at the local drive-in theater. 
Today as artists, the duo re-

main intrigued by the seemingly 
illogical dichotomy of being part 
of a shared group event but sepa-
rated with only one or two other 
people. 

“It is a really interesting 
experience,” said Stark. “You’re 
in private but you’re in public. 

In the city that is a major theme: 
public vs. private. This, we hope, 
is reflecting that feeling of being 
in the city.”

This is the pair’s art instal-
lation “Empire Drive-In,” which 
brings the experience of film 
watching in a vehicle to the New 
York Hall of Science in Corona 
for three weeks beginning this 

Friday. 
But being artists, the two go 

way beyond just sticking a couple 
dozen cars and trucks in a park-
ing lot and calling it a day. 

Instead, Stark and Chandler 
working with a group of other art-
ists build the movie screen, con-
cession stand and even, to some 
extent, the vehicular seating all 
from recycled and reclaimed ma-
terial.  

The Corona version is the 
third time Stark and Chandler 
have created a drive-in following 
one last year in Manchester, Eng-
land and the original one in San 
Jose, Calif. That first installation 
was created as part of a film festi-
val that included a movie shot by 
Chandler. 

“A lot of filmmakers work for 
three or four years on a film and 
someone watches it in an hour 
and a half on a cell phone and it’s 

over,” said Stark. “We wanted to 
acknowledge watching a movie 
should be special by being in a 
space that felt special.”

Each installation, however, 
starts someplace not usually con-
sidered too special.  

For the Corona project, the 
two combed through a Brooklyn 
junkyard where they located and 
rented about 60 vehicles that were 
being prepped to be crushed. 

Many of those cars and 
trucks have been impounded or 
totaled in accidents. Some are 
missing backseats, others have 
shattered windows or huge gash-
es in the door frames. Workers 
sand off the rough edges and re-
move the broken glass to ensure 
each vehicle is safe, said Stark. 

Then the group assembles 
the cars and trucks in a semi-
circular setting facing the 40-foot 

Artists Jeff Stark and Todd Chandler created their first “Empire Drive-In” for a film festival in San Jose, Calif. in 2010. The duo is bringing their work to Corona. Photo courtesy Tod Seelie

At CORONA’S 
‘EMPIRE DRIVE-IN’ 
your car is optional

Continued on Page 38
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Answers in Sports

Whitestone Bake Shop
BREAD BAKED DAILY ON PREMISES

ITALIAN BREAD - BUY 2, GET 1 FREE!

      .

25-15 Parsons Boulevard, Flushing NY 11354

10% OFF Special Order Cakes

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
(Near Clearview Expressway)

F R E E
Admission

Raffl e Drawing

LIVE
GREEK MUSIC

2013

ND ANNUAL
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After closing out its 
last season with the blood 
and gore of “Macbeth,” the 
Queens Players have opted 
to lighten the mood with a 
slew of fairies and a scen-
ery-chewing jackass in its 
fall opener, “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.”

The bard’s comedy in-
corporates three story lines 
set against the backdrop 
of the wedding of Theseus, 
duke of Athens, to Hippolyta, 
the Amazon queen. 

There’s mismatched 
young lovers, a bickering 
fairy king and queen and an 
enthusiastic if not quite pro-
fessional dramatic presenta-
tion by a group of would-be 
actors. All of this unfolds 
under the watchful, if not 
completely attuned, eyes of 
Puck.

Taking her cue from the 
current smash Broadway re-
vival of “Pippin,” director 
Illana Stein places much of 
the action of Shakespeare’s 
comedy within the realm of 
the circus world. Jeff Dicka-
more, in the dual role of 
Oberon and Theseus, dress-
es as the ringleader complete 
with black jodhpurs and a 
top hat when he embodies 
Oberon, the king of the fair-
ies. Similarly, Kate Siepert, 
who tackles the roles of Ti-
tania and Hippolyta, dons 
a sexy white trapeze-artist 
dress when she enters the 
world of magic and spells as 
Titania. 

But it’s not until near 
the end, when the group of 
ragtag actors perform their 
version of the Pyramus and 
Thisbe story, which of course 
inspired “Romeo and Juliet,” 
that the big top aspect is put 

to its best use. 
Evan Greene, Marcus 

Watson, Zack Friedman, 
Ryan Krause and Megan 
Greener hit all the right 
notes as a sub-par acting 
troupe brought together to 
perform for Theseus and 
Hippolyta’s wedding. 

Greener shines in a role 
where she barely utters a 
word. She is able to commu-
nicate a range of emotions 
from joy to sorrow to shame 
with her expressive eyes and 
slightly exaggerated move-
ments. Greener provides 
some of the evening’s biggest 
laughs and she is definitely 
in on the joke. 

Another standout is 
Blaine Smith, who nearly 
walks away with the whole 
thing as Nick Bottom. 

Bottom, who Puck even-
tually turns into a donkey, 
suffers from overconfidence 

718.224.0690

25% $

2 MEALS PLUS 1 APPETIZER FOR $30

*NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 11/4/13

YOUR ENTIRE CHECK 
WITH COUPON

*NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 
EXPIRES 11/4/13

Much ado going on in Long Island City comedy
Queens Players provide star performances in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at the Secret Theatre

IF YOU GO
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”

Queens Players
When: Through Oct. 12, 
Thursday to Saturday at 8 
pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

when it comes to his thes-
pian skills. 

Cast as Pyramus in the 
play within the play, Bottom 
attempts to weasel his way 
into playing Pyramus, This-
be and a lion all at the same 
time.

Playing a bad actor is 
Continued on Page 36

Blaine Smith (c.) as Nick Bottom is surrounded by the fairies por-
trayed by Jaz Zepatos, Sheree V. Campbell and Sabina Friedman-
Seitz in the Queens Players production of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” at the Secret Theatre. Photo courtesy Queens Players
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 33.  Start to freeze?
 34.  Anonymous Richard and  
  Jane
 35.  Exodus participant
 37.  Happen
 40.  Use a rosary
 41.  Kind of form
 42.  Snap request?
 47.  Ski resort vehicle
 49.  Jacob's twin
 50.  UConn home
 52.  Fairy tale figure
 54.  Boozer
 55.  Reagan attorney general
 56.  Snoop
 57.  Sponsorship: var.
 58.  Hot stuff
 60.  Hamburg's river
 63.  Catch a few Z's
 64.  Room with an easy chair
 65.  Strive

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

        October 4-10, 2013

By Ed Canty

In a Fowl Mood

Across

 1.  Gentle one
 5.  Andretti, for one
 10.  Cross words
 14.  Curved molding
 15.  Bugs Bunny voicer Mel
 16.  Theater award
 17.  Stroll like Donald?
 20.  Give the slip
 21.  Partner of void
 22.  Maiden name preceder
 23.  Let go
 26.  Jabbed in the ribs
 28.  Pulitzer Prize category
 30.  Politician's promise,  
  perhaps
 33.  Jackie's O
 36.  Gambling mecca
 38.  Furlough
 39.  Old-timer, perhaps
 43.  ___ firma
 44.  Metric system prefix
 45.  Get into a stew?
 46.  Asimov and Newton
 48.  Skywalker and Russert
 51.  Giving the onceover
 53.  Validate again, perhap
 57.  Pipe joint
 59.  All alternative
 61.  "You've got mail" hearer
 62.  Giving up suddenly
 66.  Tiny bit
 67.  ___ Alert
 68.  Greet the judge
 69.  Put one's foot down
 70.  Minute
 71.  Prophet

Down

 1.  Decrease
 2.  Tequila plant
 3.  Hero's reward
 4.  Put in the bunk
 5.  Brit. honorary initials
 6.  Pledge of Allegiance ender
 7.  Drops from the sky
 8.  Replenish the stamp pad
 9.  Spotted animal
 10.  Part of P.S.T.: Abbr.
 11.  Rich dessert
 12.  Suffix with appear and  
  disturb
 13.  Kindergartener
 18.  Shakespearean king
 19.  Acid neutralizer
 24.  Hindu wrap
 25.  Alter
 27.  Business V.I.P.
 29.  Broadway backer
 31.  Eye part
 32.  Fair sight

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
T O T E M A L A D U M P
I V O R Y R A D A R H O E
P A R R O T T C A K E A B A
S L E E P S E R A S M U S

D I A L R E A L
A R C A R E A S E D D A
M A R C S A L T D R U N K
O D O R N O R A C N E
K I W I S T H E N S K I P

I S N T O A S I S S E T
A G E D S E C T

S P E A R E D C O E R C E
T E A D O V E L E T T E R S
O A R S P I C E C R E E P
O T T S L O E H A L E Y

not an easy task. Some per-
formers make the mistake 
of overacting when trying 
to convene a lack of abil-
ity. But Smith, who with 
Siepert, is one of only two 
Actors Equity Association 
cast members, is very good 
at being bad. 

Also providing a star-
quality turn is Kathleen 

Fletcher as the lovelorn and 
supposedly unattractive 
Helena. 

Helena pines for Dem-
etrius who is in love with 
Hermia who wants to mar-
ry Lysander.

Of the four young 
lovers, including Aurora 
Florence, Jason Spina and 
Robin Rightmeyer, Fletcher 
seems most at ease with 
the iambic pentameter of 
Shakespeare’s script. She 
lands each of the rhym-

ing couplets perfectly and 
sometimes even so subtlely 
you don’t release it for a 
beat or two.

And while the action 
seems to drag a bit toward 
the end — everything 
seems nicely wrapped up 
and couples are paired 
off, but there’s yet another 
scene — overall the Queens 
Players present the lighter 
side of Shakespeare with 
some outstanding talent in 
a winning production. 

Continued from Page 35

Theatre

FILM

Karaoke at the Movies: “The 
King and I” — Why just watch 
the movie when you can sing 
and dance along with the stars 
on screen? This family-oriented 
series shows musicals with 
captions, so you don’t even 
need to know the words. There 
will even be a prize for most 
enthusiastic audience member.
When: Saturday, Oct. 12, 7:30 
pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

The Complete Howard Hawks — 
The Museum of the Moving Image 
celebrates legendary Hollywood 
director Howard Hawks with two 
months of screenings. Hawks 
created iconic fi lms in every 
genre including “His Girl Friday,” 
“Scarface” (1932), “The Big Sleep” 
and “Rio Bravo.”
When: Through Nov. 10, for 
complete schedule check out 
MOMI’s website
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Screenings are included in 
the cost of admission: $12/adults, 
$9/seniors and students, $6/
children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Empire Drive-In — An art 
installation turns 60 junked 
vehicles into an old-time drive-
in complete with 40-foot screen 
and concession stand. Each 
program includes screenings, 
live music and performances. 
When: Through Oct. 20
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $5 to $20
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Biala: Vision and Memory — 
The fi rst comprehensive survey 
of Janice Biala’s work, known 
for her charming interiors, still-
lifes and landscapes.
When: Through Oct. 26; Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7 pm; 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Queens College Godwin-

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Ternbach Museum, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., 405 Klapper Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

Silent Beaches, Untold 
Stories: New York City’s 
Forgotten Waterfront — An 
interdisciplinary exhibition 
exploring the city’s waterfront 
areas that are remote, 
neglected or little known to the 
public.
When: Through Nov. 9; Tuesday 
- Friday, 10 am - 5 pm; Saturday, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: St. John’s University, Dr. 
M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
academics/centers/yehgallery

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December, 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 
am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, College 
Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: poppenhuseninstitute.
org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/Beijing 
1930 — This exhibition marks the 
fi rst time Noguchi’s fi gurative 
ink scrolls have been displayed 
alongside works by the master ink 
painter, Qi Baishi, whom Noguchi 
studied with in 1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

EVENTS

Peking 1930 — Writer and 
historian Paul French, author of 
“Midnight in Peking,” seeks to 
explain Peking in 1930, the city 
itself, the people who live there 
and the effect both had on the 
art of Isamu Noguchi.
When: Sunday, Oct. 13, 3 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 

33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Halloween Harvest Festival 
— This annual tribute to the 
season includes artist-led 
costume-making workshops, 
live music, face painting and 
the Canine Costume Contest.
When: Saturday, Oct. 19, from 11 
am - 3 pm, rain or shine
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and 
more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical Gardens 
outside the Gardens’ fence on 
Dahlia Avenue near Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

DANCE

Rioult Dance — The American 
modern dance company 
combines classical music and 
modern dance. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 5, at 2 
pm and 8 pm, Sunday, Oct. 6, 
at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $46/general seating, $25/
rear seating
Contact: 718-760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

R.ED (Rhapsody en Dance) — 
Rhapsody James and her dance 
company, which fuses hip-hop, 
jazz and contemporary styles, 
presents the world premiere 
of the entire production of 
“Human Metabolism.”
When: Friday, Oct. 4 at 8 pm; 
Saturday, Oct. 5 at 8 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 31-10 Thompson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $20/at door, $15/in 
advance, $10/student
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lagcc.cuny.edu/
LPAC

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 

Continued on Page 40
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RESTAURANT WEEK
October 7th - October 10th

Dine at dozens of restaurants in Queens, the city’s most 
diverse and multi-cultural borough.

For more information, call 718.224.5863 Ext. 228
or visit itsinqueens.com

$28
SPONSORED BY:

of 
the

THE QUEENS
2013

QueensCourier.com

2013 QUEENS
  W

here Restaurants Shop
® 

®

PRE-FIXE MENU



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 4

-10
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
38

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

SERVING GLUTEN FREE PASTA 

UPON REQUEST

ENJOY LUNCH, DINNER 
& SUNDAY BRUNCH 

ON THE DECK
Live Piano Friday & Saturday Evenings 
Featuring Sylvia, pianist, on Friday Nights

Indoor & Outdoor 
Party Spaces Available

LOBSTER SPECIALS 

October 5th 
Starting at 7PM

LIVE MUSIC

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

with 
Gary Pace, pianist 

& Jennifer Pace, vocalist

SATURDAY NIGHT
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

screen. Along the back row, 
some smaller cars are even 
plopped atop a truck or van 
creating box seats for some 
viewers, said Stark. 

Although the danger-
ous edges may be removed, 
each vehicle remains lit-
tered with remnants of 
the previous owners’ lives 
including CDs, mail and 
in one case, a bottle of per-
fume. Those items stay on 
the floors and in the seats 
and become part of the in-
stallation. 

“There are so many 
stories inside,” said Stark 
pointing to a stack of post-
cards advertising a busi-
ness. “It’s like the Ameri-
can dream inside the car.”

Each vehicle’s radio 
serves as the speaker, just 
like in the few remaining 
drive-in theaters that are 
still in business. 

People who arrive 
early have their pick of the 
roughly 240 available seats 
with latecomers encour-

aged to bring blankets and 
lawn chairs to create their 
own space in the museum’s 
parking lot. 

Everyone will have ac-
cess to the movie treats like 
popcorn and candy being 
sold at the drive-in’s con-
cession stand. 

Artists Serra Victoria 
Bothwell Fels and Olivia 
Katz were busy measuring 
reclaimed 2 x 4s as they cob-
bled together the snack bar 
last week. This is the third 
stand Fels has designed for 
the “Empire Drive-In.”

Fels said she had a 
computer screen filled with 
images of old concession 
stands and based her de-
sign for this one on a couple 
from the 1960s. Although 
still in the early stages last 
Friday, the basic frame was 
shaping up to look like an 
old-school Dairy Queen 
with its peaked roof coming 
to a point in the front. She 
hopes the stand contributes 
to an evening created to 
evoke happy memories for 
theater-goers.

“This is amazing for 
that,” said Fels. “It is such 
a playful experience that 

brings back a unique time 
and a sense of wonder.”

Organizers hope that 
wonder spills over to each 
evening’s programming. 
Working with the Queens 
Museum, Rooftop Films, 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age, Flux Factory and other 
groups, Stark and Chandler 
have created nine shows 
centered around a differ-
ent theme such as the Bol-
lywood Bash on Oct. 5 and 
Teenage Wasteland Double 
Feature on Oct. 12.

Other nights include 
silent movies with live ac-
companying music and 
narration, animated films 
suitable for the whole 
family and the 1980s film 
“Breaking Away” preceded 

Continued from Page 33

Drive-in

IF YOU GO
Empire Drive-In

When: Oct. 4 to Oct. 20
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: Prices range from 
$5 to $20
Contact: 718-699-0005
Website: nysci.org

PRODUCTIONS

“Love’s Labors Lost” — 
Easy Leap Theatre Company 
presents an all-female version of 
Shakespeare’s comedy about a 
group of young men looking to 
outsmart love. 
When: Friday, Oct. 11, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Community 
College’s Little Theater, 31-10 
Thompson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free but registration is 
required to rsvp-lpac@lagcc.
cuny.edu
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lagcc.cuny.edu/
LPAC

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
— The Queens Players present the 
Shakespeare comedy re-imagined 
in a circus setting. 
When: Through Oct. 12, Thursday to 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Arms and the Man” — Standard 

hold open auditions for its holiday 
concert in December. Be prepared 
to sing two holiday songs of your 
choice. If you cannot make the 
audition, call to schedule a private 
one. 
When: Monday, Oct. 7, from 7:30 
pm - 9:30 pm
Where: The Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., enter on 
Luke Place)
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean Players in 
Flushing has been staging high-
quality theater for half a century. 
It is now recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 

Bear Productions and Byronic 
Women presents George Bernard 
Shaw’s satire on the ironies of 
war and the fallacies of romantic 
idealism. 
When: Through Oct. 13, 
Wednesday - Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“The Graduate” — Queens 
Theatre opens its season with a 
live performance by radio theater 
company L.A. Theatre Works of the 
theatrical adaptation of the classic 
1960s novel and fl im. 
When: Oct. 25, Oct. 26 and Oct. 27
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $49/general seating, $25/rear 
seating
Contact: 718-760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

AUDITIONS

Theatre Time Production’s 
Holiday Concert — The group will 
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE

MOO at the ZOO
OCTOBER 5 & 6

11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Come celebrate fall at the Queens Zoo with the all new Moo at the Zoo!  
Check out barnyard keeper chats, special butter making demonstrations, and fabulous farm-themed crafts. 

At Moo at the Zoo you can have a fun-filled day on the farm, right in the middle of Queens!

QUEENSZOO.COM

Don’t miss 
October 26 & 27!



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 4

-10
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
40

workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

MUSIC

“One Summer Day” — Astoria 
composer/writer Susan Stoderl 
created this one-act chamber 
opera about long-held secrets 
that once revealed change 
everything for six characters. 
When: Friday, Oct. 4 at 8 pm; 
Saturday, Oct. 5 at 3 pm
Where: Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 31-18 37th St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $25/general, $15/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 278-0036

All-Star Country in Concert 

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

Continued from Page 36 — Dolly Parton, Garth Brooks, 
Reba McEntire and Willie Nelson 
won’t be there, but you might 
think they are. Impersonators, 
using their own voices and 
backed by a live band, perform 
songs from these four iconic 
singers. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 5, 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $38
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

Michele Lee & The Broadway 
Boys — The Broadway, TV and 
fi lm star performs with a group 
of the hottest male voices 
working on the Great White Way. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 13, 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

James Darren & Sal Richards 
— Actor and singer James 
Darren celebrates the release 
of his new CD of standards and 
Big Band swing. Comedian Sal 
Richards opens.
When: Saturday, Oct. 19, 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $40

Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

(mention the code 

$40/$32 Members/$20 Students 

From Astoria to 
Woodhaven, Queens of-
fers a world of diversity 
in food, culture and enter-
tainment. 

It can be hard to keep 
up with everything going 
on. 

And who wants to 
read about it long after the 
curtain falls or the gal-
lery readies its next show? 
That’s why TimesLedger 
Newspapers has started 
a new arts and entertain-
ment blog, Queens on Cue. 

Throughout the week 
we’ll fill you in on the lat-
est news and happenings 
encompassing the bor-
ough’s eclectic arts scene 
in theater, dance, music 
and fine arts. 

Check it out at queen-
soncue.wordpress.com. 
Then you’ll be in the know, 
too.

TimesLedger starts A&E blog

TimesLedger’s new blog, Queens on Cue, explores the borough’s 
art and entertainment scene. 
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CYNDI LAUPER

OCTOBER 20 I 7PM

SHE’S SO UNUSUAL
30TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR

QUEENS HOMECOMING CONCERT

KupferbergPresents.org
718-793-8080 or visit the Box Office

Box Office and Venues located at: 65-30 Kissena Blvd,
Flushing, NY 11367. Exit 24 off the LIE

UNIQUE WEEKEND FAMILY EXPERIENCES
• SPIRITS ALIVE — A Self Guided Walking Tour Saturday, Oct. 12 
from 2:00–4:00PM, with actors wearing period costumes playing the 
roles of the cemetery’s most illustrious and historical fi gures, recounting 
tales of their lives through memories, speeches and song

Enter Maple Grove Cemetery at 83-15 Kew Gardens Road at 
Lefferts Blvd. — Through the Victorian Section

$5 per person, members and children under 12 free. Visitors are en-
couraged to dress in period costumes. In case of rain, event will be 
held at the Center at Maple Grove, 127-15 Kew Gardens Road, Kew 
Gardens NY 11415. Free Parking at Memorial Park Section

• SPIRITS ALIVE AT TWILIGHT CONCERT — Live Musical Revue 
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Performers pay tribute to 
the legendary musical talents of Maple Grove. The Center at Maple 
Grove — FREE — Limited Seating — Handicap Accessible. Make Res-
ervations (347) 878–6614   www.friendsofmaplegrove.org

• WALKING TOURS — Sunday, Oct. 13 – Tour with Maple Grove 
Historian Carl Ballenas at 10:00 AM or 2:00 PM. Call to make a 
reservation (347) 878–6614 or email carl.ballenas@gmail.com

 Spirits Alive Events
FRIENDS OF MAPLE GROVE CEMETERY

A FEATURED OPENHOUSENEWYORK EVENT AT MAPLE GROVE
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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BY PHIL CORSO

There were hundreds 
of voices shouting but one 
unified message coming 
out of a crowded protest 
against class cuts Wednes-
day at Benjamin N. Cardo-
zo High School in Oakland 
Gardens.

“What do we want? AP! 
When do we want it? Now!” 
students shouted.

The students came to-
gether to demand the city 
keep its hands off their 
college-level Advanced 
Placement courses after 
their principal announced 
changes at the school.

Cardozo Principal Ger-
ald Martori sent a letter to 
parents Tuesday explain-
ing how an unexpected dip 
in enrollment forced the 
school to adjust its course 
offerings. In the letter, he 
said AP classes taught in 
double periods would in-
stead go under a “blended 
learning model,” with the 
second period devoted to 

research and portfolio de-
velopment.

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) said the enroll-
ment miscalculation led 
to the city Education De-
partment overpaying the 
school. He called on the city 
to restore the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars being 
rescinded from the school’s 
budget, which would slash 
AP courses, sports and cer-
tain services.

He said the DOE was 
forcing the school to repay 
$400,000 at a rate of $130,000 
a year, to make up for a 
DOE bookkeeping error.

“DOE made an error, 
and now thousands of stu-
dents are left in the lurch 
in the middle of the school 
year,” Weprin said. “By 
cutting funds to the school, 
DOE is unfairly punishing 
the students for its own 
mistakes.”

A spokesman for the 
DOE said it was up to Mar-
tori to decide how to man-
age the budget and fund 
programs. When it came to 
enrollment figures, he said 
the high school was only 15 
students below its projec-
tions and has until Oct. 31 
to get there, which the city 
was helping them do.

“There were no bud-
get cuts to schools in FY14. 
School budgets fluctuate 
annually based on the num-
ber of registered students,” 
a DOE spokesman said. 
“There was also no error in 

enrollment. We are work-
ing closely with Principal 
Martori to make sure that 
the school’s programming 
is aligned with their budget 
and continues to focus on 
providing rigorous courses 
to prepare our students for 
college and careers. Cardo-
zo will be able to maintain 
its Advanced Placement 
courses.”

Thomas Dinegar, a 
Cardozo senior and presi-
dent of the Student Orga-
nization, helped organize 
the raucous rally against 
the cuts with some fellow 
classmates over the last 
two weeks since they start-
ed hearing of classes being 
cut. He said the school need-
ed support from the greater 
community to make sure 
its message is heard.

“Budget cuts have 
been going on for a while, 
but enough is enough,” Din-
egar said. “The people who 
run this school do a great 
job, but they’re not being 
given enough help.”

Cardozo High School students 
hold up signs in protest of their 
college-level courses being 
cut. Photo by Phil Corso

Cardozo HS kids protest class cuts

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

Health
Information 
Technology1

www.PlazaCollege.edu
74-09 37 AVE., JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

The integral part of the “behind 
the scenes” medical field

1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures
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From the outside, the Oak-
land Gardens headquarters of 
Heroic Racing Apparel looks like 
any other home, but inside owner 
Todd McNabney and operating 
manager Esther Hur grind away 
at a different kind of protective 
riding gear.

Heroic Racing Apparel was 
founded in 2006 with the motor-
cycle enthusiast in mind and 
set out with the goal of revolu-
tionizing the way riders protect 
themselves, whether on the track 
or the street. The business has 
since been churning out custom-
made and unique gear to keep 
riders safe nationwide.

“The biggest thing, for me, 
is being innovative,” McNabney 
said. “We focus heavily on keep-
ing people safe because there’s a 
need for it.”

McNabney, who started rid-
ing in 1996, said he was growing 
tired of seeing so many bikers 
killed in accidents that could 
have been prevented if they were 
wearing the right protection. He 
started working with unique ma-
terials like kangaroo skin, cow-
hide, Kevlar and more to strate-
gically stitch together a riding 
outfit that keeps people safe from 
head to toe from bike spills at 
speeds as high as 160 mph.

“A lot of kids want to make 
their mark,” McNabney said. 

“But there is no reason to go out 
and rush without the right pro-
tection. We can keep them safe.”

And what makes them even 
more unique, he said, was their 
ability and willingness to make 
custom gear for anyone inter-
ested.

One customer, McNabney 
said, wanted to say his wedding 
vows while decked out in a tux-

edo-themed Heroic outfit, and 
the team started working on just 
that. Hanging in their headquar-
ters was that man’s wedding suit: 
a black-and-white outfit that the 
groom could wear at both the al-
ter and the race track.

McNabney also said he and 
Hur take Heroic out onto the 
road, right into riders’ faces, so 
they never have to leave the sport 

they love. Their makeshift work-
shop on wheels travels to pro 
races throughout the country 
and offers anything the rider on 
the go might need from gear and 
repairs to suit customizing.

“The idea is modernizing 
the look, but with safety and 
style,” he said. “It means a lot to 
me.”

The standard suit takes less 

than two weeks to assemble, Mc-
Nabney said, but requires lots of 
precise stitching made possible 
by the business’ antique sewing 
machines. He said he designed 
each piece of protection in such 
a way so that riders could have 
their gear look unique but be re-
paired quickly if needed.

“It’s not just dresses. It’s 
hard-core stuff,” McNabney said. 
“For us, it’s all about getting out 
and enjoying the sport.

But at the end of the day, Mc-
Nabney said one of Heroic’s big 
pitches revolved around promot-
ing a safe mindset while on the 
road, whether it is in the pro rac-
ing circuit or just simple street 
riding. In Queens, he said there 
was a big scene of street crews 
who ride together, and he hopes 
his gear could influence them to 
keep safety a top priority without 
having to sacrifice style.

“My gear protects pro rac-
ers at high speed on professional 
race tracks,” he said. “But gear 
alone doesn’t protect people. The 
decisions they make do.”

A custom suit on the Heroic 
website was listed for around 
$1,650, while accessories like 
gloves went for about $250 and 
helmets around $400, depending 
on the different features includ-
ed.

Heroic Racing Apparel can 
be found online at heroicracing.
com, or by phone at 917-846-3671.

Oakland Gdns. biz marries biker style, safety
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in March 2012 community 
residents, including Ed Sur-
menian, requested that the 
DOT examine the timing of 
traffic lights on Broadway 
between 69th Street and 
Northern Boulevard. 

A spokesman for the 
agency said no changes 
were recommended along 
Broadway at the time and 
the speed bump request 
did not meet agency guide-
lines. 

But the DOT now plans 
to take another look at con-

ditions on the Broadway 
corridor to assess signal 
timing and intersection 
controls and will examine 
whether it is feasible to 
put in traffic calming mea-
sures, the spokesman said.

“What is surprising 
to me is this tragedy didn’t 
happen a long time ago,” 
said Surimenian, who de-
scribed Broadway as the 
Autobahn.

White called on the 
NYPD to increase enforce-
ment of laws against speed-
ing and reckless driving 
and for tougher penalties 
for leaving the scene of an 
accident.

“There is a perverse 

incentive for drunk drivers 
to leave the scene if they 
have been drinking; we do 
not know if that was the 
case in this particular in-
stance,” he said of Bravo’s 
death.

Puruncajas hopes that 
police can eventually find 
the hit-and-run driver, her 
daughter said, but the fam-
ily was focused Tuesday on 
trying to raise money to 
transport Bravo’s cremated 
remains to Ecuador. They 
have set up a Citibank ac-
count for donations from 
loved ones.

Reach Managing Edi-

Continued from Page 16 

Hit-Run

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

MEDICAL ASSISTING1

Begin your career with a degree in
a field that gives you the clinical
experience to care for patients:

www.PlazaCollege.edu
1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

any given trade, the attor-
ney general said. The law 
requires hourly rates for 
construction work done for 
public agencies well above 
the state minimum wage 
of $7.25 an hour, along with 
benefits, as well as higher 
wages for overtime, week-
ends or work at night, Sch-
neiderman said.

Continued from Page 10 

Contractor

Martin Van Buren 
High School was awarded 
more than $4 million in fed-
eral school improvement 
grant money after being 
selected as one of 22 schools 
citywide earlier this year. 
The state set aside a total 
of $74.2 million to be doled 
out to the schools over the 
next three years, $4,341,030 
of which will go directly to 
Van Buren to be used at the 
school’s discretion.

Continued from Page 2 

Van Buren

Immediately the restau-
rant was packed, they said. 
Events were booked within 
that first week.

Gandiello said 
O’Neill’s is a good place to 
stop by on the way home to 
catch a game.

“It’s part of the neigh-

borhood fabric,” he said. 
“It’s a landmark. I don’t 
even live here and I know 
that.”

Frankie Neuwirth, 
a Middle Village resident 
and a longtime patron of 
O’Neill’s, said he was happy 
to see it open again.

He ate dinner at the 
restaurant as soon as it 
reopened. He described 
watching New York Rang-

ers games in the packed bar 
and said he expects to dine 
there often.

“I’ve been coming here 
for 30 years,” he said. “We 
used to have the best times 
here.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 2 

O’Neills
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second in line to the may-
oralty, the public advocate 
can introduce legislation 
and has appointment pow-
ers. The advocate can also 
influence city planning, 
the budget process and the 
management of retirement 
funds. The advocate, how-
ever, cannot vote in the 
Council.

Perhaps more impor-
tantly, the position is also 
seen as a springboard to 
higher office, which may 
explain why Squadron 
spent more than $3 million 
on his campaign for an of-
fice with a budget of $2 mil-
lion. Of the three former 
office holders, two — Mark 
Green and de Blasio — have 
pursued mayoral ambitions 
while in office.

In addition to drawing 
blank stares from many 
members of the public when 
asked to name the current 
public advocate, the race 
drew little media attention 
until the run-off election.

In recent days, its $13 

million price tag drew calls 
for reform with some crit-
ics questioning why run-
offs are required for only 
three offices in the entire 
state: New York City mayor, 
public advocate and comp-
troller. Turnout in the run-
off was about 180,000 out of 
nearly 3 million registered 
Democratic voters in the 
city.

While James was heav-
ily backed by organized 
labor and opposed the ex-
tension of terms limits and 
the controversial Atlantic 
Yards project in Brooklyn, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) endorsed Squad-
ron in the race.

A longtime critic of 
the often close ties between 
real estate developers and 
city politicians, progres-
sive and otherwise, he said 
the progressive brand has 
been a calculated hallmark 
of citywide elections this 
season.

He expressed doubts 
that James’ populist rheto-
ric reflected little more 
than a “good manufactured 
image” and did not dovetail 
with her voting records in 

the Council.
He said he found 

Squadron to be “more 
transparent” and an advo-
cate of good government 
and affordable housing.

“In City Council, when 
myself and Charles Bar-
ron would oppose some of 
the city’s projects because 
of a no affordable housing 
component, she would get 
up and say it’s no good, 
then vote the other way,” he 
said.

Despite the leftist tone 
at Tuesday’s celebrations, 
concerns that a left-leaning 
de Blasio victory on the 
heels of James’ win would 
run the rich out of the city 
were unfounded, said sup-
porter Alan Schulkin.

Attributing James’ 
color and gender as being 
a “major influence” in her 
victory following Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn’s 
(D-Manhattan) defeat, he 
said James and de Blasio 
are “too smart” for that.

“While having leftist 
tendencies, they are not 
extreme left-wing and will 
work to keep this tax base 
in the city,” he said.

serious we are,” Vallone 
said. “Hopefully, this will 
give the federal legislation 
the impetus it needs to get 
passed.”

Any property owned 
by the co-op association, 
such as a roof classified as 
common property, must 
currently go through the 
U.S. Small Business As-
sociation to receive repair 
loans, according to SBA 
Public Affairs Specialist 
Michael Peacock. It is a 
practice that co-op and con-
do owners have staunchly 
opposed since Superstorm 
Sandy, especially in condo-
heavy northeast Queens.

Glen Oaks Village 
President Bob Friedrich 
said his 134-building com-
munity sustained more 
than $250,000 in damages 
to area trees, sidewalks and 
roofs during Sandy, with 
the cost falling on everyday 
residents’ shoulders.

“It is unconscionable 

that FEMA refuses to help 
the working-class commu-
nity of Glen Oaks Village 
that sustained more than 
$250,000 of damage from 
Hurricane Sandy because 
we are a co-op,” Friedrich 
said. “Let me remind 
FEMA that the mothers, fa-
thers and children of Glen 
Oaks Village are no differ-
ent than the mothers, fa-
thers and children who live 
in private homes.”

Bay Terrace Co-op 
Section I President Warren 
Schreiber has also been a 
consistent advocate of Is-
rael’s legislation and said 
his area suffered nearly 
$100,000 in damages during 
the late October storm.

“Currently, the cost of 
disaster-related repairs fall 
squarely upon the shoul-
ders of middle-class own-
ers who are least able to 
bear additional financial 
burdens,” Schreiber said. 
“Amending the Stafford 
Act will provide co-ops 
and condos with the same 
protections afforded other 
property owners.”

Continued from Page 5 

Co-ops
Continued from Page 4 

Advocate
didate John Catsimatidis 
over Joe Lhota also ruffled 
feathers in Queens, but the 
party’s most public distress 
came in April, when former 
Executive Vice Chairman 
Vince Tabone was charged 
in a public bribery scandal 
and claimed that he, not Ra-
gusa, ran the party.

Former First Vice 
Chairman Robert Beltrani, 
a Ragusa loyalist, was voted  
into the position left vacant 
when Tabone stepped down 
in Friday’s leadership elec-
tion. 

James McClelland, a 
member of the insurgent 
faction, was elected to the 
first vice chairman posi-
tion.

Party insiders say Ra-
gusa is mulling a retire-
ment in the near future. If 
that were to come, Beltrani 
would be promoted to his 
chairman position.

Continued from Page 4 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The task for the Holy 

Cross football defense was 
simple from the day the 
season started. The veteran 
unit was asked to play well 
enough to give the squad’s 
young offense a chance to 
execute and mature.

The Knights’ 28-9 foot-
ball victory over Fordham 
Prep in CHSFL play Sun-
day afternoon at the Bay-
side Athletic Complex was 
just another example of 
that. The Cross defense al-
lowed three collected inter-
ceptions and allowed just 
three points against it as 
the lone Rams touchdown 
came on a fumble recovery 
returned for a score in the 
fourth quarter.

The Knights (4-0, 3-0) 

have allowed just a com-
bined 29 points in four 
games this season and no 
opponent has scored 10 
points. They are doing so 
not at full strength. Line-
backer Jordan Francklin is 
banged up and missed last 
week’s game against Iona. 
The injury kept him solely 
on defense vs. Fordham 
and forced Brandon Pelzer, 
also a linebacker, to play 
most of his time on offense. 
Still, Holy Cross is thriving 
on defense.

“I think we have one 
of the best defenses in the 
league,” said cornerback 
Brandon Jackson, who had 
two interceptions. “We are 
going out and leaving peo-
ple in single digits.”

Fordham Prep (1-3, 0-3) 
did hold a 3-0 lead at the 

half, thanks to a 39-yard 
field goal from Andrew 
Sisti on the final play of the 
second quarter. Pelzer said 
there was a feeling of de-
jection in the locker room 
at the break. He quickly 
changed that. Pelzer took 
Holy Cross’ first play 
from scrimmage 48 yards 
down the left sideline for 
a touchdown to make it 7-3 
Knights.

“I was just trying to hit 
the hole as fast as I can,” he 
said. “I know we needed a 
score on the board to get the 
team hyped. Getting that 
score basically pumped ev-
erybody up to getting this 
victory.”

A 21-yard diving grab 
on the third down by Samer 
Sinclair set up Pelzer’s sec-
ond score of the game. He 

scampered in from 6 yards 
out to make 14-3 on the first 
play of the fourth quar-
ter. Junior running back 
Prince Klutsey broke the 
game open with a 60-yard 
scoring run to increase the 
lead to 21-3.

After two Holy Cross 
fumbles, one resulting in a 
Fordham Prep touchdown, 
Jackson ended any hopes of 
a wild Fordham rally while 
returning an interception 
36 yards for a score in the 
closing minutes to provide 
the final margin.

“Jackson’s the man,” 
Holy Cross Coach Tom 
Pugh said. “He can play.”

Jackson thought his 
team overlooked the win-
less Rams in the first half, 
but knows that can’t hap-

  TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 4-10, 2013     TIM

ESLEDGER.COM 

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Ally Kalesin wasn’t 

having the best of matches 
only to break out of her 
funk when it mattered 
most.

The Archbishop Molloy 
outside hitter struggled to 
put chances away through-
out a CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens girls’ volleyball 
contest against Fontbonne 
Hall. She saw her team win 
the first two sets, only to 
lose the next two. Kalesin 
and the Stanners didn’t get 
down.

“I just had to put it be-
hind me and move on with 
it,” she said.

Kalesin was at her 
best in the fifth set. She re-
corded three straight kills 
and four total at a critical 
point in the deciding frame. 
Her play and the serving of 
Emily Rabot helped Molloy 
hold off the Bonnies’ come-
back attempt and leave Bay 
Ridge with a hard-fought 
25-15, 26-24, 21-25, 22-25, 25-
15 win Monday night.

“The first set that I 
finally killed, I was like, 
‘Oh, my God. I got my mojo 

back,’” Kalesin said.
She helped push a two-

point Molloy (5-1) lead to 
18-13. Her outburst came 
during a 7-0 service run 
by Rabot that included two 
aces. When it was over, the 
Stanners were comfortably 
ahead 22-13.

“My adrenaline was 
going,” the senior said. 
“Sometime when we are 
down I get a little mad and 
it just comes out.”

Molloy, however, never 
got rattled after it could not 
close out the Bonnies (4-3) in 
three of four sets. Camille 
Pangalangan dominated 
the net in the first set. She 
had two kills and a block to 
help close it. The serving of 
Bobbi Collins, Emily Noble-
sala and Jackie Banker was 
a weapon in the second set 
as they helped the Stanners 
rally from 18-14 down. An 
ace by Banker gave them 
their first lead and Font-
bonne’s Emily Greenstein 
hit the ball in the net to 
secure the set for the Stan-
ners.

“We all went out there 
thinking three sets and we 

Continued on Page 49

Molloy stops Bonnies 
volleyball comeback

Pelzer keeps Cross perfect
Knights’ defense holds Fordham Prep to 9 points during matchup

Holy Cross’ Brandon Pelzer runs with the ball in the school’s 28-9 victory over Fordham Prep. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Molloy’s Emily Rabot tries to score a point. 
Photo by Steven SchnibbeContinued on Page 49
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 Rachel Daly was worth 
the risk and the wait.

The St. John’s Univer-
sity sophomore forward 
leads the nation in goals 
with 13 and has the Red 
Storm women’s soccer team 
off to a 7-1-2 start. Her suc-
cess on the pitch makes up 
for the initial uncertainty 
of whether the Harrogate, 
England, native would be 
eligible to play because of 
NCAA compliance rules in-
volving overseas students 
as well as the delay before 
she was allowed to take the 
field. Daly had to wait a 
year and watched from the 
sidelines last season, but 
since then she has made 
her presence felt.

“It’s those people who 
can score the goals that 

get millions of dollars all 
over the world,” Red Storm 
Coach Ian Stone said. “I’m 
happy that we’ve got some-
one that we don’t have to 
pay a million who can do it 
for us.”

But it wasn’t a given 
that Daly would play for St. 
John’s.

Stone called recruiting 
Daly a massive risk, but her 
friend and current team-
mate Georgia Kearney-
Perry told him that Daly, 
who played for the English 
national team at numer-
ous levels, was worth the 
school’s time and effort.

Growing up in a town 
of around 70,000 people, 
Daly was intrigued by the 
chance to play in New York 
City and having a friend 
here made the transition 
easier. Four days before 
leaving for the United 
States, Daly was told just 
that she could be eligible to 
play for St. John’s in a year.

“It was a risk, but it 
was worth it in the end,” 
she said.

Daly and St. John’s are 
currently cashing in as she 
has become a much-watched 
player. She recorded a hat 
trick in her second colle-
giate regular season game. 
Last week, she scored twice 
against Xavier to give the 
Red Storm its first Big East 
win. Daly, who played de-
fense her last five years in 
England, is just four goals 
away from the program’s 
record for a season of 17 set 
by Cristin Burtis in 1994. 
Her accomplishments so 
far have exceeded anything 
she could have envisioned.

“It is kind of surreal 
at the same time because I 
never expected it to be this 
way, but I wanted it to be 
this way,” Daly said.

She was the missing 
piece to a Johnnies team 
that scored just 13 goals all 
last season, which Stone 
described as heartbreaking 
and the most frustrating of 
his career. Daly could prac-
tice with the team, but then 
had to watch from the bench 
as the squad struggled to 

create offense in games.
“It was a very, very 

long year knowing that she 
was there and not being 
able to play,” Stone said.

Now she has the Red 
Storm wondering how long 
they can keep their season 
going. Stone believes they 
can compete for a Big East 
title and possibly make 
their first NCAA tourna-
ment appearance since 
2009. It’s all thanks to Daly 
and strong defense led by 
Sarah Ashmore, Hailey 
Hemmer, Rachel Hoffman 
and goalie Ellen Conway 
that has allowed just two 
goals.

For the Red Storm to 
make it to the playoffs, Daly 
will have to keep providing 
what St. John’s waited a 
year for.

“I’ll do anything I 
can to make sure we win 
a game,” Daly said. “Right 
now that means me putting 
the ball in the back of the 
net.”

St. John’s University forward Rachel Daley dribbles the ball up the 
field. Photo courtesy Vincent Dusovic/SJU

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
Facing a second 

straight loss with time run-
ning out, Flushing put the 
ball in the hands of play-
maker DeAndre Ross-Lo-
max. The senior running 
back proved to be exactly 
that when needed most.

Ross-Lomax hauled in 
a fourth-and-12 screen pass, 
turned up field and cut back 
to his left while sprinting 
27 yards to the end zone for 
what proved to be the win-
ning the score with 4:43 re-
maining in the contest.

“I saw the guy coming 
in so I knew I had to go a 
little bit out, and then I saw 
they were over-pursuing 
and I cut it back and just 
kept running,” he said of 
the score.

That and a penalty for 

a late hit against hot Ken-
nedy in the closing minutes 
helped Flushing pull out a 
dramatic 21-18 win in PSAL 
City conference football 
last Friday night.

“Without the personal 
foul it might be a different 
game,” Flushing Coach Jim 
DeSantis said. “I’m proba-
bly not in as good a mood.”

He was elated with the 
unlikely comeback.

Kennedy (2-2) got two 
first-half rushing scores 
from running back Caine 
Caldwell (18 carries, 108 
yards), but Flushing trailed 
just 12-7 at the half thanks 
to a Terrence Chavis touch-
down run. Just two plays 
into the second half Flush-
ing found itself down 18-7 
when Kennedy’s Cristian 
Perez intercepted an at-
tempted option pitch and 
returning it 30 yards for a 

score.
The Flushing defense 

responded by shutting 
down the Kennedy offense, 
run by standout quarter-
back Anthony Cruz, who 
had 235 total yards.

“The defense was un-
believable because their kid 
is outrageous,” DeSantis 
said of Cruz. “He’s a special 
kid, but we get after it.”

The game was eventu-
ally put in the hand of Ross-
Lomax, who scored twice 
after halftime. He also 
converted several key third 
and fourth downs.

“He’s the franchise,” 
DeSantis said.

The win pushed Flush-
ing’s record to an impres-
sive 3-1 and helped them 
rebound from a disappoint-
ing loss to Canarsie the 
week before.

Resiliency was a key 

for Flushing and it started 
at the top with DeSantis. 
After Kennedy scored a 
defensive touchdown, the 
Flushing sideline was si-
lent, but DeSantis yelled at 
his players to stay up, and 
that they had been in that 
situation before.

“Just hang in, good 
things will happen,” De-
Santis said. “We were get-
ting good plays but penal-
ties were killing us and just 
hang in, these kids never 
quit and that’s the result.”

Ross-Lomax echoed 
the sentiments to his team-
mates.

“I was telling them to 
keep their heads up and 
let’s keep playing,” the tail-
back said. “We could come 
back.”

He made sure they 
did.

Ross-Lomax leads Flushing team to win over Kennedy

A Flushing High School running back Demetrie Narcisse heads 
down the field. Photo by William Thomas

English import Daly proves to be missing piece
Women’s soccer forward’s success at the net sets Red Storm on path towards NCAA tournament
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azza was inducted into the Amazin’s’ Hall 
of Fame Sunday at Citi Field.

Piazza hit 220 of his 427 home runs 

for the Mets from 1998-2005 and led them 
to a pair of playoff appearances, including 
the 2000 World Series. His 396 homers as a 
catcher are the most in Major League his-
tory, according to the Associated Press.

He was joined by his two daughters, 
his parents and his brothers, as well as his 
wife Alicia.

Former Mets teammates Edgardo Al-
fonzo and John Franco presented Piazza 
with his Hall of Fame plaque during the 
ceremony, and team broadcaster Howie 
Rose read a proclamation from Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, naming Sunday “Mike 
Piazza Day” in New York City.

Afterward Piazza tossed out the first 
pitch to Mets captain and third baseman 
David Wright before the start of the Amaz-
in’s’ season finale against the Milwaukee 
Brewers.

are going home,” Kalesin 
said.

The Stanners’ rally in 
the second set fell short and 
the Bonnies won the final 
two points of the fourth to 
get the win. The tightness 
of the contest and the qual-
ity of her team’s play kept 
first-year Molloy Coach 

Nicole Baggatta proud and 
confident in her squad.

“That’s the first time 
I saw my team that in sync 
before, even though we lost 
two games,” she said. “They 
were close games. It wasn’t 
like they got blown out. I 
was proud that they picked 
themselves up after losing 
that momentum and com-
ing back and winning.”

Before the fifth set, 
she reminded them it was 

still their match win and 
they responded with an 
important one. It put the 
Stanners in sole possession 
of second-place in the divi-
sion and just a game behind 
first-place St. Francis Prep, 
who it visits Oct. 8 in Fresh 
Meadows.

“We knew we were go-
ing to have to fight hard,” 
Rabot said. “We knew this 
was an important win.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Jason Elliot spent 

most of the second half on 
the sidelines because of se-
rious cramping in his legs. 
The Benjamin Cardozo de-
fender let out loud screams 
of pain before and after his 
teammates carried him off 
the field. He said his legs 
still hurt while playing the 
final minutes of regulation 
and overtime.

Elliot and his team-
mates continued to push 
through and earned the 
chance to let out screams 
of joy. He found enough en-
ergy to leap up from behind 
a wall of Francis Lewis 
defenders to head a Bran-
don Elliot free kick for the 
game-winning goal in Car-
dozo’s come-from-behind 
2-1 double overtime win 
over visiting Francis Lewis 
Sept. 25 in PSAL Queens A 
East boys’ soccer. The vic-
tory kept the Judges in first 
place.

“We fight,” Jason El-

liot said. “We don’t give 
up.”

Elliot’s header went 
down to turf near the far 
post and off the cleat of 
Francis Lewis’ Julian 
Cifuntes in the 97th min-
ute. Patriots backup keeper 
John Saquipulla made a 
diving save, but the referee 
ruled he was past the goal 
line.

“I saw it coming from 
far and just had to give my-
self the best opportunity to 
score,” Jason Elliot said.

He is an unlikely 
hero as a defender. Elliott 
was moved to the front for 
the corner kick with both 
teams nearing a tie. He 
picked a good time for his 
first goal of the season.

“He plays in the back,” 
senior Peter Koumas said. 
“He doesn’t really score 
any goals.”

It was Koumas who be-
gan the rally after Lewis got 
on the board first. Patriots 
senior Dorie James ran un-
der a 35-yard free kick from 

Nikolas Touros and headed 
it home to make it 1-0 in the 
26th minute. Koumas got 
Cardozo (4-1-0) even when 
he scored off a pass from 
Rony Zino to tie the score at 
1-1 in the 47th minute.

“Pete took us off the 
mat when we needed a goal 
and he got the guys right-
ed,” Judges Coach Richie 
Parascos said.

He believes the team is 
beginning to find its chem-
istry after a rocky start. 
Disciplinary issues kept 
two starters out of a sea-
son opening loss to Forest 
Hills. Cardozo then rattled 
off four straight wins, in-
cluding this one.

“We are just trying 
to get first place and put 
a banner up in our gym,” 
Koumas said.

A young Francis Lewis 
(3-2-0) team is still trying to 
find that cohesion, accord-
ing to Coach Roger Sar-
muksinis. He has 32 kids 
on the roster, playing four 
new defenders. Three new 
starters played their first 
game of the season against 
Cardozo, including promis-
ing sophomore midfielder 
Robert Dulanto.

“This is a much differ-
ent team from what we’ve 
had in the past,” Sarmuk-
sinis said.

Lewis dominated play 
in the first half as the more 
aggressive team. They, 
however, did not capital-
ize enough on the scor-
ing chances they created. 
Headers on set pieces went 
unfinished and Cardozo 
keeper Daniel Hoyte posi-
tioned himself well all af-
ternoon.

“We got unlucky and 
the goalie made some phe-
nomenal saves,” Sarmuk-
sinis said. “There were 
a bunch of near-misses 
there.”

Continued from Page 47 

Molloy

Elliot’s late goal propels 
Cardozo past rival Lewis

Francis Lewis’ Julian Cabanillas (l.) and Cardozo’s Jason Elliot fight 
for the ball. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Fans of former New York Mets catcher Mike Piazza applaud as he is introduced. 
AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Former New York Mets reliever John Franco 
(l.) and second baseman Edgardo Alfonzo (r.) 
hand catcher Mike Piazza during a ceremony 
inducting Piazza into the Mets Hall of Fame. 

AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Piazza inducted into Mets Hall of Fame

pen moving forward. Holy 
Cross can’t get caught up 

in being unbeaten against 
a good offensive team in 
St. Joseph by the Sea next 
week, especially with 
games against league 
powers St. Anthony’s and 
Chaminade on the horizon.

“We are just confident, 
but we can’t get overconfi-
dent,” Jackson said. “Every 
week is going to be a battle 
and it just gets harder and 
harder during the season.”

Continued from Page 47 

Cross
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And the last faction, a 
group of Woodhaven resi-
dents, is opposed to both 
plans.

The park protesters 
from Woodhaven, some 
wielding “No QueensWay” 
signs, packed  the meeting 
at El Viejo Yayo, at 97-12 
101st Ave. in Ozone Park, 
Tuesday night.

Neil Giannelli, a 98th 
Street resident who has 
been vocally opposed to the 
QueensWay, said he had 
been invited to the meeting 
and expected a “meet and 
greet.” He told a few neigh-
bors about the meeting and 
word spread, he said.

Andrea Crawford, the 
second vice chairwoman 
of Community Board 9, 
said the meeting was sup-
posed to be for QueensWay 
supporters and volunteers 
only.

“Obviously our meet-
ing got crashed,” she said.

Supporters of reviving 
the rail line were not pres-
ent.

Travis Terry, who 
founded Friends of the 
QueensWay, told the 75 or 
so people in the audience 
that the meeting was an 

opportunity to learn about 
the park proposal and the 
group.

“This can improve the 
quality of life in the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “This 
can lead to improved secu-
rity and new economic de-
velopment opportunities.”

But the community 
members opposed to the 
park concept believe it 
could jeopardize their safe-
ty and privacy and lower 
their property values.

Terry and other Queen-
sWay supporters tried to 
lead a discussion about 
park plans and address the 
concerns of the community, 
but they were met with an 
angry backlash.

Some protesters, in-
cluding Giannelli, inter-
rupted the speakers.

“They want me to be 
polite,” Giannelli later said. 
“But I’m afraid that if I’m 
polite, they’re going to run 
me over.”

Joe Guzman, a 98th 
Street homeowner since 
1985, said he feared for the 
future of Woodhaven resi-
dents as well as businesses 
along the abandoned rail-
way line who he believes 
may be displaced by the 
park.

“You keep saying you 
have heart,” Guzman told 

QueensWay leaders. “But 
you can’t have more heart 
than the people whose prop-
erty is on the front lines.”

In August, the Trust for 
Public Lands announced it 
had chosen two city design 
firms to conduct a feasibil-
ity study of the project. The 
funds for the city were pro-
vided through a $467,000 
grant from the governor’s 
office.

Mimi Taft, a member 
of the QueensWay Steering 
Committee, told the crowd 
the point of the feasibil-
ity study is to determine 
whether constructing the 
QueensWay is even viable.

Tempers in the two 
groups escalated until Taft 
finally shouted at Giannel-
li, who was standing up, to 
“Shut up — shut up and sit 
down.”

Crawford said there 
will be future meetings 
held for community mem-
bers who want to weigh in 
on their concerns, probably 
between October and De-
cember.

“When this is built, 
they’ll see the neighbor-
hood is safer, more secure 
and their property values 
will have gone up,” she 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

QueensWay

hood.
“I imagine Marriott 

did their homework. That’s 
telling me that they’re at 
least anticipating change 
in the neighborhood,” she 
said. “They don’t typically 
drop hotels into locations 
that a guest wouldn’t be 
comfortable walking into a 
store late at night or check-
ing in.”

The lodge will also fea-
ture other amenities aimed 
at luring business travel-
ers, such as two restau-
rants, four meeting rooms, 
two work rooms, two offic-
es and a fitness room.

More than 200,000 pas-
sengers pass through down-
town Jamaica each day on 
the LIRR, two subway lines 
and the AirTrain JFK, a 

point business leaders have 
long highlighted when try-
ing to sell developers on the 
area.

In 2007, the city re-
zoned 368 blocks downtown 
with the hopes of encourag-
ing development near the 
dense transit infrastruc-
ture, but when the economy 
tanked, many of the plans 
stalled out.

Recently, however, the 
neighborhood has experi-
enced a boom.

If the Marriott hotels 
are completed on time, it 
would give them a nine-
month headstart on a 
150-room Four Points by 
  Sheraton set to open in Sep-
tember 2015 across the rail-
road tracks on 94th Avenue. 
Bradford described Four 
Points as a “mid-luxury” 
brand.

With 100,498 square 
feet of space spread out 

across nine floors, the 
Sheraton’s design  also 
boast offices, a fitness cen-
ter, a meeting room and a 
restaurant.

Both hotels, however, 
would sit in the shadow of 
a 24-story, 210-room hotel 
slated to go up across from 
the Air Train station after 
the Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corp. and the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority hammered out a 
deal in mid-September.

The Able Management 
Group is in charge of oper-
ating the lodge, but has not 
yet announced which brand 
it will bring in. The compa-
ny runs a Holiday Inn and 
a Wingate by Wyndham on 
Long Island.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Hotel

to do that.”
But community mem-

bers have expressed con-
cern that it may be open il-
legally because its owners 
have not acquired neces-
sary permits of operation.

Myers said they have 
been using temporary 
events permits, however, to 
allow the facility to operate. 
They have also used tempo-
rary beer and wine permits 
for any event at which alco-
hol was served, he said. 

The hope is that the 
center will be officially up 
and running within the 
next few months, he said.

Community leaders, 
including state Assem-
blywoman Cathy Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood), have sent 
letters to the State Liquor 
Authority, asking it to deny 
the license.

“I have some questions 
and concerns regarding the 

viability of this business,” 
Nolan wrote.

Bordered by Flushing 
Avenue and 54th Street, the 
facility is surrounded by 
other factories and ware-
houses, but it is also right 
across the street from resi-
dential homes.

Bob Holden, a CB 5 
member, said one of his 
concerns is that the facil-
ity is within an industrial 
business zone.

“Partying and noise 
could discourage manufac-
turing or industrial busi-
nesses from coming in,” he 
said. “It defeats the purpose 
of the IBZ. It’s out of char-
acter.”

An application for 
a place of assembly filed 
with the city Department 
of Buildings says the space 
would be used to hold up to 
5,000 people.

“That is potentially 
hundreds or thousands of 
people running around,” 
Holden said. “What’s that 
going to do to the area?”

Another concern for 
the community is transpor-
tation, but Myers pointed 
out that the building is a 
few blocks from the L train 
and there are several near-
by bus routes. The B57 stops 
in front of the facility.

“Some people assume 
that we just want to throw 
raves every night,” My-
ers said about some of the 
backlash. “But that’s not at 
all what we want to do.”

He said the center has 
received mostly positive 
feedback from community 
members who understand 
what the business is trying 
to accomplish.

“What we’re going to 
offer Maspeth and the dis-
trict and the city at large 
are some pretty unique and 
awesome things,” he said. 
“We’re looking forward to 
getting set up and showing 
everybody the best time we 
can.”

Continued from Page 5 

Maspeth

later this year, including a 
proposal by the Rockaway 
Community Charter School 
to find an incubation space 
on the peninsula, which 
has charter schools in Far 
Rockaway and Edgemere.

Only one of the appli-
cations Education Depart-
ment accepted is looking 
to open a school in western 

Queens.
The founders of the 

Literacy Empowerment 
Academy, whose goal is to 
raise literacy rates among 
Spanish-speaking students, 
said they understand Dis-
trict 24 is already the most 
crowded in the city and are 
aware of the stresses that 
co-locations create among 
school communities.

“With this in mind, 
we have made the de-
liberate decision that 

we will not co-locate in 
a New York City public 
school building,” accord-
ing to the application, 
which said the school 
had reached a tentative 
agreement to share space 
with the St. John’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran School 
in Glendale.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

about double what Katz 
racked up.

Vallone also bested 
Katz by about 5 percent in 
the district represented by 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth), which is centered 
around the Maspeth and 
Middle Village areas, but 
also runs into portions of 
Astoria.

Other than the two dis-
tricts won by Vallone, Katz 
beat all of her opponents in 
the remaining 16.

Avella picked up about 
9.3 percent of the vote 
overall, according to fig-
ures from the board, even 
though he announced he 
would drop out of the race 
in August.

His announcement 
came too late to get his 

name off the ballot, and 
despite shutting down the 
campaign, the senator re-
ceived 24.6 percent of the 
vote in Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein’s (D-Bayside) 
district. The area overlaps 
with Avella’s Senate dis-
trict and covers a hand-
ful of northeast Queens 
neighborhoods, where the 
lawmaker was nipping at 
the heels of Vallone, who 
received 32.2 percent, and 
creating the narrowest gap 
between him and Katz, who 
got 38.9 percent.

Everly Brown, a south-
east Queens businessman 
relatively unknown in 
much of the district, re-
ceived 12.2 percent of the 
vote overall, but nearly 
doubled his gains in three 
districts represented by As-
sembly members William 
Scarborough (D-Jamaica), 
Michelle Titus (D-Far Rock-

away) and Vivian Cook (D-
South Ozone Park), which 
collectively encompass 
much of the southeast por-
tion of the borough.

But despite Brown’s 
coming in around 23 per-
cent or 24 percent in each 
Assembly district, Katz 
was far ahead in each and 
polled in the 40 percent 
range.

Katz’s partner, Guard-
ian Angels founder Curtis 
Sliwa, got one write-in vote, 
while disgraced former 
Borough President Donald 
Manes, who committed sui-
cide in 1986 after resigning 
amid a corruption scandal, 
received two.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience 
 

With Any PoweRise® Purchase 
from Hunter Douglas

With All Window Treatment Orders 
(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away


