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BY BIANCA FORTIS

On a clear day, firefighters in 
Squad Co. No. 288 can see the top 
of One World Trade Center from 
their fire house in Maspeth.

That view serves as a re-
minder of the firehouse’s close 
association to the events of Sept. 
11, 2001: 19 firefighters stationed 
there died as a result of the terror-
ist attacks.

The building’s unique his-
tory is why two former Maspeth 
residents are working to have it 
designated as a landmark by the 
city.

They have personal reasons, 
as well.

“It has to do with our love of 

Maspeth and all things that relate 
to the town as we grew up know-
ing it,” said Steve Fisher, who 
came up with idea for the desig-
nation.

He stressed the building’s 
role as a “living memorial” to 
9/11. There were 51 children who 
grew up without fathers because 
of the terrorist attacks, all of 
whom are connected to Squad 288 
and the firehouse, he said.

The building, along with the 
Maspeth Memorial Park located 
next to it serve as a meeting place 
for families of the Bravest.

Maxine Fisher said she and 
her brother recently attended 
a picnic hosted at the firehouse 

BY PHIL CORSO

Hillcrest High School and 
Oakland Gardens’ Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School were listed 
as two of the city’s top offenders 
when it comes to overcrowded 
classrooms, a United Federation 
of Teachers survey said.

The union based its findings 
on a compilation of grievances 
filed by chapter leaders at schools 
throughout the city and reported 
that there were 6,313 complaints 
of overcrowded classes during 
the past year, compared to 6,133 
the prior year. More than 1,000 
of those classes were found in 
Queens, with nearly 400 each at 
Hillcrest and Cardozo, the UFT 
said.

The survey also found the 
city’s average amount of students 
in a class for early grades reached 
a 14-year high with more than 24 
in Grades 1 and 2 and 25 in Grade 
3, the highest since 1999.

“Twelve years of [Mayor] Mi-
chael Bloomberg, and hundreds 
of thousands of students start the 
school year in oversize classes — 

BY BILL PARRY

The developer of an Astoria medical facil-
ity is planning to take several homeowners to 
court to access their properties and fix problems 
residents say occurred during construction of the 
 8-story structure. 

Pali Realty, which is building the Medi-
cal Ambulatory Care Center, at 23-25 31st St., is 

Medical facility developer 
to sue residents over access

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
York College in Jamai-

ca is home to CUNY’s avia-
tion school, and students 
there may soon have some 
inspiration close by from 
those who paved the way 
for their high-flying aspira-
tions.

The City Council is 

considering a proposal to 
rename South Road, the 
street separating Jamaica 
and South Jamaica, after 
the Tuskegee Airmen, the 
famed World War II pilots 
who overcame racism and 
served their country with 
distinction.

“I think a street ... in a 
black neighborhood would 

be an inspiration to not 
only black children, but to 
all children to be inspired 
and to say, ‘I can do it, too!’” 
airman Dabney Montgom-
ery testified last week at a 
Parks Committee  hearing 
about the street renaming 
proposal.

Montgomery, who was 

Tuskegee Airmen Dabney Montgomery 
(l.-r.) and Wilfred DeFore join Councilman 
Ruben Wills (second from r.) and Patt 
Terrelongue (r.) at a City Council hear-
ing on a proposal to rename South Road 
after the famed pilots. 

Photo courtesy Ruben Wills
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City mulls ‘Tuskegee Airmen Way’

Cardozo cracks 
UFT survey on 
crowded classes

Siblings apply 
to landmark 

9/11 fi rehouse
Maspeth building to celebrate centennial

Steve Fisher shows off a shirt he made to advocate for giving a firehouse in 
Maspeth landmark designation. Photo by Bianca Fortis
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ANTIKA PIZZERIA

718-545-0555 | 36-09 30th Ave

www.antikapizzeria.com
Deal: Free bottle of wine with any 

entrée.

AVENUE CAFÉ

718-278-6967 | 3527 30th Ave
Deal: Free glass of wine with

any entrée or large salad.

BOURBON AND VINE

GASTROPUB AND WINE BAR

877-452-2830 | 36-05 30th Ave

www.bv30.com
Deal: Prix-fi xe wine dinner for two-

shared app, 2 entrées, bottle of wine, 

dessert.

BROOKLYN BAGEL & 

COFFEE COMPANY

30th Ave Location ONLY

718-777-1121 | 36-14 30th Ave

www.bkbagel.com
Deal: 10% off any purchase with

mention of restaurant week.

BUTCHER BAR

718-721-3035 | 37-08 30th Ave
Deal: Free side with a purchase of 

$15 or more.

CHICKEN SHACK

718-721-3035 | 35-02 30th Ave

Deal: Free glass of wine with dinner.

CRAVE ASTORIA

718-726-4978 | 28-55 36th St

www.craveastoria.com
Deal: Free bottle of house wine (white 

or red) with any purchase of $25 or 

more.

CREATE

718-204-0333 | 36-03 30th Ave

Deal: Free side with any sandwich.

DEMOLE

718-777-1655  | 42-20 0th Ave
Deal: Free orange juice with any 

breakfast meal until 3pm.

DILLINGERS PUB AND GRILL

718-956-5601 | 46-19 30th Ave

Deal: Amazing specials all week.

FLO CAFÉ

718-204-6096 | 37-20 30th Ave

www.fl ocafeny.com
Deal: One (1) free plate from our 

new tapas menu with the purchase 

of two (2) entrées (not valid during 

weekend brunch).

GANDI INDIAN CUISINE

718-956-7555 | 34-14 30th Ave

www.gandirestaurant.com
Deal: 3 course dinner for $12.

GRAND CAFÉ

718-777-7327 | 37-01 30th Ave

www.grandcafelounge.com
Deal: Free glass of napa valley red/

white wine with dinner.

KATCH

718-777-2230 | 31-19 Newtown Ave

Deal: Any burger, fries and brew $10.

LABOTTEGA ASTORIA CAFÉ

718-728-8620 | 40-17 30th Ave

www.labottegaastoria.com
Deal: Prix-fi xe deal: $19.95 per 

person for 4-course dinner; $9.95 

for lunch.

MAX BRATWURST UND BIER

718-777-1635 | 47-02 30th Ave

www.maxbratwurst.com
Deal: A free draft beer with every 

entrée.

MEXIBBQ

718-626-0333 | 37-11 30th Ave

www.mexibbq.com
Deal: Mexi-combo $15: Guacamole 

and tacos with happy hour beer. BBQ 

combo for $15: Fried pickles and 

burger with a happy hour beer. 

NAMASTE INDIAN 

RESTAURANT

718-262-2783 | 31-15 30th Ave
Deal: Early bird special, 3 course 

meal $14.95 11-7pm.

OVELIA PSISTARIA BAR

718-721-7217 | 34-01 30th Ave

www.ovelianyc.com
Deal: Free appetizer with any dinner 

entrée (limit of two per table).

PITA PAN

718-204-1633 | 37-19 30th Ave
Deal: Free drink with purchase of 

$15 or more.

PLAZA LOUNGE

718-726-2447 | 29-20 30th Ave

plazacafelounge.com
Deal: Free glass of wine with 

purchase of an entrée.

QUEENS COMFORT

718-728-2350 | 4009 30th Ave

Deal: Special of restaurant week.

SWEET AFTON

718-777-2570 | 30-09 34 St

www.sweetaftonbar.com

Deal: Burger and beer $12.

SWEETS ATHENS CAFÉ

718-626-2164 | 32-07 30th Ave
Deal: Free desserts with lunch/

dinner. 20% off on all other drinks.

TAPIOCO STORY

917-930-0515 | 27-22 30th Ave
Deal: Buy one get one free for black 

milk tea. 20% off on all other drinks.

TASTE OF ITALY

718-204-5427 | 29-16 Crescent St

Deal: Sunday special large pie $8.45. 

THAT’S A WRAP

718-278-9727 | 38-01 30th Ave

www.mmmThatsaWrap.com
Deal: Free 9oz smoothie with 

purchase of any wrap or panini.

THE SHADY LADY

718-440-9081 | 34-19 30th Ave
Deal: Free signature cocktail with 

order of tapas.

VIA TRENTA

718-545-2090 | 36-19 30th Ave

www.viatrenta.com
Deal: $9.95 Lunch specials Mon–Fri.
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Proponents of reacti-
vating the abandoned Rock-
away Beach railway got a 
boost of support from the 
transit planners last week.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
released its 20-year capital 
needs assessment, which 
says opening up the Rock-
away Beach branch of the 
Long Island Rail Road could 
be an option to consider.

The rail line has been 
inactive since 1962.

The report outlines 
the necessary projects the 
MTA will have to under-
take in order for the tran-
sit system to operate safely 
and reliably from 2015-35.

It mentions the “pos-
sible option” of using aban-
doned rights of way, includ-
ing the Rockaway Beach 
branch. It says reactivating 
the line “could help reduce 
land acquisition and con-
struction costs and facili-
tate construction time in 
densely developed areas.”

Supporters, including 
state Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) lauded the mention 
as a step forward for their 
cause. They believe reacti-
vation could help encour-
age economic development 
throughout Queens, among 
other benefits.

“The MTA has heard 
our calls for smart invest-
ment in existing Right of 
Ways to improve transit 
infrastructure, create jobs, 
while helping each fam-
ily in Queens and across 
the city in their daily com-

mutes,” Goldfeder said.
Philip McManus, 

founder of the Queens Pub-
lic Transit Committee, said 
the report provides a “psy-
chological boost” to his 
side.

“I think it’s great that 
the MTA is starting to 
think bigger,” he said. “If 
this is the greatest city in 
the world, we need to get 
our act together.”

Reactivation of the line 
does face a few roadblocks, 
however.

In 2001, the MTA re-
leased a feasibility study 
that determined reactiva-
tion of the line was impos-
sible due to overwhelming 
costs, The Wave, a newspa-
per in the Rockaway Penin-
sula, reported.

But a request to the 
MTA for a copy of that study 
was unsuccessful; a spokes-
man for the agency said no 
study was completed.

A more pressing prob-
lem for reactivation activ-
ists is a proposal to develop 
part of the rail line into a 
linear park, the “Queen-
sWay,” akin to Manhattan’s 
High Line.

A feasibility study for 
that proposal, funded by a 
grant from the governor’s 
office, is under way.

Ssupporters of the park 
plan believe the conversion 
would improve the quality 
of life of the community.

And yet another 
group, primarily residents 
of Woodhaven, are oppos-
ing both projects out of 
concerns for safety, privacy 
and decreasing property 
values.

The MTA included the proposed reactivation of the Rockaway 
Beach Branch of the Long Island Railroad in a list of projects it 
would consider undertaking.

Report lists MTA priorities
Reduced congestion on Queens Blvd. line part of 20-year plan

Agency to consider 
Rockaway rail revival

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The MTA’s Queens 
Boulevard subway line is 
the second-most congested 
in the city, and the agency 
plans to address borough 
straphangers’ blues by in-
vesting in a 21st-century 
switching system and con-
sidering other solutions 
such as enhanced bus ser-
vice and upgrades to near-
by Long Island Rail Road 
stations.

The subway corridor 
that carries the E, F, M and 
R trains is second only to 
the Lexington Avenue line 
in terms of overcrowding, 
and planned developments 
in Long Island City and 
downtown Jamaica only 
promise to exacerbate the 
problem.

Add to that projected 
growth at the end of the 
No. 7 line in Flushing, and 
northern Queens is one 
of four hot spots the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority identified in its 
20-year evaluation where 
demand will exceed oper-
ating capacity unless im-
provements are made.

The agency’s $106 bil-
lion 20-year Capital As-
sessment report lays the 
foundation to roll out a 
c o m mu n i c at i o n - b a s e d 
switching system on the 
western end of the Queens 
Boulevard corridor.

“Currently available 
on the L line and being in-
stalled on the 7 line, CBTC 
will allow more frequent 
train service on crowd-
ed corridors such as the 
Queens Blvd. line,” the re-
port read.

The assessment, con-
ducted every five years, 
does not commit funding to 
projects, but it serves as the 
guideline for the agency’s 
five-year capital plan.

The MTA said it will 
also consider other projects 
off the subway line that 
could relieve congestion 
underground. One of the 
ideas is select bus service, 
a system of dedicated bus 
lanes that makes travel 
much faster and more reli-

able than on conventional 
buses. It takes about 38 
minutes to ride the E Train 
from Jamaica to midtown 
Manhattan, but to ride a 
bus from Jamaica to Flush-
ing — a trip about half the 
distance — takes 40 min-
utes.

“Many riders may 
have destinations within 
the borough that could be 
better served by enhanced 
bus services ... augmenting 

capacity on clogged subway 
lines,” the report read.

Gene Russianoff of the 
New York Public Research’s 
Straphangers’ Campaign, 
however, said he would 
have preferred to see the 
assessment give more con-
crete plans for the special 
bus service.

“Right now the Needs 
Assessment is way too 
vague on the fate of this 
promising expansion and 

improvement of bus ser-
vice,” he said.

Improvements along 
LIRR lines, including the 
construction of a new sta-
tion in Elmhurst, could 
help relieve crowding on 
Queens subways, accord-
ing to the MTA’s report.

“In response to signifi-
cant population increases 
in Queens, the LIRR would 
be in a position to serve a 
newly re-opened station 
in Elmhurst, on the Port 
Washington branch,” the 
report said.

The 148-page assess-
ment said lengthening 
station platforms at Kew 
Gardens and Forest Hills, 
which are currently long 
enough for only four cars, 
would also shorten the 
length of time trains have 
to wait at the stations.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority says re-opening the Elmhurst Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion could help alleviate congestion on the Queens Boulevard subway line.

Straphangers wait for the approaching F train in the Queens Boulevard subway corridor, the second-
most congested in the city.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority says prioritizing the 
expansion of select bus service to the borough will help alleviate 
crowding.
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BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City’s 
5Pointz came one step clos-
er to a date with the wreck-
ing ball Wednesday after-
noon after an agreement 
was reached between the 
City Council and building 
developers David and Jerry 
Wolkoff.

G & M Realty, which 
is owned by the Wolkoffs,  
agreed to several major 
givebacks so as to secure 
the proper special permit 
that will allow it to build a 
bigger luxury housing com-
plex than the zoning laws 
currently allow on the site 
of the Aerosol Art Center, 
at 22-44 Jackson Ave., City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said 
in a statement. Demolition 
is expected to begin before 
the end of the year.  

The new building com-
plex will have two towers, 
one 47 stories tall and the 
other 41 stories. They will 
combine to make 1,000 
units, and 210 of those 
apartments will be made 
into affordable housing, an 
increase from the original 
proposal of 75 units.

As part of the agree-
ment, the Wolkoffs commit-
ted to building and staffing 
the building with 100 per-
cent union workers, includ-
ing members of SEIU/32 
and the Building Trades 
Council, which will add an 
estimated  1,000 new jobs in 
Long Island City, according 
to Van Bramer’s statement, 
800 union construction jobs 
and 200 full-time union jobs 
for building workers.

“As the son of union 
parents, nothing is more 
important to me than 
building pathways to the 
middle class,” the council-
man said.

Van Bramer added 
that Long Island City resi-
dents would get preference 
for the affordable units.

The councilman also 
touted a commitment to 
local artists as part of the 
agreement. G & M Realty 
agreed to increase the 
amount of artist studios 

and gallery space to 12,000 
square feet, which will be 
available to the artists at 
“reasonable rents.” The 
Wolkoffs will also plan to 
offer 5Pointz leader Jona-
than “Meres” Cohen the op-
portunity to curate nearly 
10,000 feet of art panels and 
walls in the building.

However, none of these 
concessions will placate 
the artist community, ac-
cording to 5Pointz spokes-
woman Marie Cecile-Fla-
geul, who said, “As artists 
we must do what we can for 
ourselves as a community 
because we cannot count 
on elected city officials to 
stand up for us.”

In addition, Cecile-Fla-
geul condemned the notion 
of the public hearings.

“The hearings have 
been a real letdown,” she 
said, adding that “the 
Council members spend 
90 percent of their time on 
their BlackBerrys. It’s a 
dog-and-pony show.”

The artist community 
turned the block-long com-
plex of factories and ware-
houses into a world-famous 
art installation over the 
last 20 years. Its popularity 
climaxed during the hip-
hop rage but had fallen off 
after the 2009 collapse of an 
outdoor stairway that criti-
cally injured a 37-year-old 
jewelry designer named Ni-
cole Gagne.

The city started to 
pressure the Wolkoffs over 
safety issues and the art-
ists’ free reign at the iconic 
landmark was never the 
same in terms of their ac-

cess to certain areas of the 
complex became more re-
stricted. .

Local Project, a com-
munity-based nonprofit 
that helped hundreds of new 
artists get assimilated into 
the underground art scene, 
is one of the several groups 
that have been forced out of 
the graffiti mecca.

The group’s direc-
tor, Carolina Penafiel, 
was overcome with emo-
tion when informed of the 
agreement.

“It’s so very sad, the 
whole situation,” she said, 
adding, “when I think about 
it my heart breaks. It’s like 
seeing your grandmother’s 
house getting torn down. 
It’s just memories now.”

The City Council also 
voted to approve theHallets 
Point development plan, 
45-1. Councilman Charles 
Barron (D-Brooklyn) was 
the sole vote against the 
project. That plan will 
bring a new $1 billion proj-
ect called Astoria Cove, 
something developer Lin-
coln Equities has been 
planning since 2009, to the 
East River waterfront. The 
massive residential com-
plex will feature nearly 
2,000 residential units. 
The mixed-use towers will 
be situated alongside the 
Astoria Houses and bring 
along much-needed ameni-
ties like a grocery store, re-
tail and plans for a school, 
according to the developer 
and representatives from 
the community, who have 
long complained about a 
sense of isolation.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

5Pointz’s days are numbered after the City Council approved a 
special permit to construct luxury condos in its place.

Council vote pushes 5Pointz 
one step closer to demolition
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE

BY PHIL CORSO AND JOE 
ANUTA

The City Council ap-
proved the controversial $3 
billion redevelopment plan 
at Willets Point Wednes-
day, giving a green light 
to the project that support-
ers say will transform the 
blighted Iron Triangle area 
with housing and a new 
mega mall .

The 42-3-1 vote marked 
the end of a second round 
of a contentious public ap-
proval process, ultimately 
giving Sterling Equities 
and the Related Cos. the 
go-ahead to move forward. 
As concessions, develop-
ers will give the Flushing 
Meadows-Corona Park Al-
liance a total of $15 million 
and another $2.6 million to 
a rooftop farm to be built at 
the mega mall, according to 
Council hearings.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) first opposed the 
plan but came around after 
making sure the project of-

fered adequate affordable 
housing.

“After many long years 
of reviewing this proposal 
and taking my district’s 
needs into account, I am 
confident that this devel-
opment will be a win for 
my constituents, a win for 
Willets Point and a win for 
the great City of New York,” 
she said. “For the first time 
in history, the 21st Council 
District will finally have 
affordable housing, and 
in addition, all the other 
community benefits made 
possible through the agree-
ment between the adminis-
tration and developers will 
undoubtedly have major 
positive impact for my con-
stituents.”

The developers now 
have clearance to begin 
cleaning the contaminated 
soil on 23 acres of the prop-
erty before building a ho-
tel and retail along 126th 
Street and then construct-
ing the mall.

But some observers 
believe that groups repre-
senting tenants of the Iron 
Triangle will take the mat-
ter to court.

Philip Lippman, of the 
Save Willets Point organi-
zation, said the area has 
been long neglected by the 
city and those who work at 
the site deserve better.

“The city has never 
built roads, sewers or even 
given basic services which 
every other neighborhood 

in New York has received, 
such as snow removal or 
garbage removal,” he said. 
“Business owners have 
been offered a very small 
compensation that won’t 
even cover their moving 
costs. The amount offered 
to them is contingent on 
whether they sign this 
month or next month, and if 
they do not sign and agree 
to move, they will receive 
no compensation at all and 
will just be evicted.”

The Council had al-
ready approved the Willets 
Point redevelopment proj-
ect in 2008, but when May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
administration announced 
this spring that it had se-
lected the joint venture 

as the developers, it was 
revealed the new plan in-
cluded a 1.4-million-square-
foot mall to be sited in the 
western parking lot of Citi 
Field.

The development dis-
cussion became a much 
greater, defining aspect of 
Bloomberg’s 12 years in of-
fice and came before the 
Council in the final months 
of his tenure.

“Today’s City Council 
vote is a critical milestone 
in the history of Willets 
Point, which for genera-
tions has been known as a 
contaminated ‘valley of 
ashes,’” Bloomberg said. 
“Now, thanks to the collec-
tive efforts of our adminis-
tration and local leaders, 

we can begin cleaning up 
and transforming Willets 
Point into a new neighbor-
hood that, when fully real-
ized, will be anchored by 
nearly 6,000 new housing 
units, including more than 
2,000 that will be reserved 
for low- and middle-income 
New Yorkers.”

Bloomberg said the 
project would usher in a 
new era of modern infra-
structure and commercial-
ization along with 7,100 
permanent jobs as well as 
12,000 construction jobs in 
the coming years.

Had the partnership 
not proposed to build the 
mall, it could have proceed-
ed without an additional 
review process.

But because the plan 
required parking spaces 
to be moved from the pro-
posed mall’s footprint to 
the actual Willets Point dis-
trict — a use not originally 
envisioned — Sterling and 
Related had to go back for a 
second round.

The City Council voted in favor of the massive redevelopment project to turn Willets Points into a hub for business and economic activity 
in Queens. Image courtesy city Economic Development Corp.

City lawmakers approve Willets Point project
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

There does not appear 
to be any hard feelings 
between George McDon-
ald and City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton).

The former Republi-
can candidate for mayor 
and the councilman, who 
backed Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) in the Democratic 
primary, laughed and shook 
hands Tuesday as they an-
nounced the expansion of 
McDonald’s nonprofit, The 
Doe Fund, to Merrick Bou-
levard.

“It’s my pleasure to be 
here today as I announce 
my retirement from parti-
san politics,” quipped Mc-
Donald, who came in third 
place behind John Catsi-
matidis and GOP nominee 
Joe Lhota in the party’s 
primary. “So now that the 
election is over, I’m not rep-
resenting any political par-
ty. I’m representing what I 
believe is the best of New 

York City.”
Richards’ predecessor 

had previously set aside 
money for The Doe Fund, 
which provides jobs and 
support to people struggling 
with issues such as home-
lessness and addiction, in 
the Rockaways section of 
his district. This year the 
councilman allocated fund-
ing to expand the program 
to tidy up Laurelton’s small 
business corridor.

“This is sort of an of-
fensive to take back Mer-
rick Boulevard and make 
sure it reflects the beauty 
in this community,” the 
councilman said. “Fridays 
through Sundays are nor-
mally the worst days out 
here, partly because Sani-
tation is not picking up the 
garbage as frequently as 
they used to.”

Two Doe Fund work-
ers are now slated to clean 
the business row between 
219th Street and Francis 
Lewis Boulevard two days 
a week from 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

City Councilman Donovan Richards (c.) announces The Doe Fund is 
coming to Merrick Boulevard in Laurelton. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Laurelton welcomes 
Doe Fund to Merrick

BY PHIL CORSO

Tensions are high in 
Whitestone as community 
leaders and residents are 
condemning rumors of the 
city eyeing a 6-acre lot in 
the northern Queens com-
munity as a site for a new 
school.

Neighbors noted over 
the past few weeks that 
representatives with the 
city School Construction 
Authority were surveying 
a site at 150-33 6th Ave., 
where Whitestone Jewels 
once operated, elected state 
officials said. News of the 
proposal spread through-
out neighborhood quickly 
and met widespread opposi-
tion as community leaders 
took a stand against any 
plans being pushed through 
without their consent.

Democratic City Coun-
cil candidate Paul Vallone 
staged a largely attended 
protest at the site last week 
and called on the city not 
to act unilaterally in mull-
ing the site for a potential 
school. Vallone, who is run-
ning for the 19th District 
seat soon to be left vacated 
by outgoing Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone), said the issue of un-
wanted school construction 
was one of several to fall by 
the wayside in the wake of 
Halloran’s arrest on federal 
corruption charges in early 
April.

“Quality of life issues 

are paramount in northeast 
Queens — they are what 
separates us from much of 
the rest of the city,” Vallone 
said. “The construction of 
a school in this neighbor-
hood would tarnish the 
precious quality of life we 
enjoy here. The local hom-
eowners know it and the 
SCA knows it. We must find 
another site.”

City Education De-
partment spokesman David 
Pena said the city was just 
beginning to take steps in 
considering the location, 
and no official decision had 
been made.

“As we do throughout 
the city, we always take pre-
liminary surveys of areas 
where we have identified 
a need for new school con-

struction. This is just one 
area we are surveying,” 
Pena said. “We go through 
a public process before 
there is any approval on a 
particular site.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said his office 
tried reaching out to the 
School Construction Au-
thority, but was shot down 
when all inquiries were in-
stead referred to the DOE.

“The School Construc-
tion Authority’s interest in 
this site makes no sense. 
This is a quiet, residen-
tial neighborhood that has 
no public transportation 
options. Any new school 
would have a very negative 
effect on the quality of life 
for residents, including in-
creased traffic congestion 

and parking problems,” 
Avella said. “Just because 
this site has remained va-
cant for years, does not 
mean that the community 
will allow anything to be 
built there. Even more trou-
bling is the SCA’s refusal 
to share any information 
regarding their interest in 
this site with an elected of-
ficial.”

Members of the com-
munity have long yearned 
for another high school 
in northeast Queens’ 26th 
School District to allevi-
ate overcrowding, but the 
Whitestone lot was not ide-
al, community leaders said. 
Hundreds of residents gath-
ered on 5th Avenue Satur-
day to circulate a petition, 
opposing the plan.

Devon O’Connor (l.), founder of the Welcome to Whitestone civic association, takes a clipboard for pe-
tition signatures from Vito Tautonico, who works for City Council candidate Paul Vallone. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Residents blast site review
Community rallies against possibility of new school at Whitestone lot
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MON. OCT 22nd

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM

Lenny’s 
Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

WED. OCT. 23rd

QUEENS
MIDDLE VILLAGE

11 AM, 3 PM & 7 PM

La Bella Cucina
Ristorante

6961 Juniper Blvd. South

THUR. OCT. 24th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE
3 PM & 7 PM

The
Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices Located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan & Staten Island

AT TORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan At torneys-At-Law, PLLC, 74 08 5th Avenue – Suite 2 , Brooklyn, New York 11209

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the diffi culties of probate?

We’re also on the radio.
TUNE IN to 570 AM WMCA
and AM 970, “The Answer,” 

Saturdays at 6:00 PM to listen 
to, “Ask the Lawyer,” with
attorney Mike Connors.

www.askmikethelawyer.com



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
13

, 2
01

3
8

BY PHIL CORSO

It was only fitting that 
outgoing Queens Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
cut the ceremonial ribbon 
for a new preschool that 
bears her name in Bayside.

Marshall joined St. 
Mary’s Healthcare Sys-
tem for Children Tuesday 
morning to celebrate the 
new school’s opening and 
the borough president’s 
name decorated the wall 
inside the main building at 
its Bayside campus to mark 
her contribution. 

The Borough President 
Helen Marshall Early Edu-
cation Center for children 
who are receiving medical 
treatment and rehabilita-
tion at St. Mary’s.

Former Borough Pres-
ident Claire Shulman stood 
beside Marshall as she 
snipped the ribbon at the 
preschool’s front entrance, 
which is inside the inpa-

tient facility in Bayside. 
During her time in office, 
Shulman was a strong sup-
porter of the Bayside chil-
dren’s hospital .

Marshall said she was 
proud to see the unique 
educational opportunity, 
which she said was unlike 
any other in the city, dedi-
cated in her name.

“There isn’t a person 
who has walked through 
these doors who hasn’t 
been touched,” Marshall 
said. “I love working with 
children, and I will try to 
make this a learning expe-
rience for all of them. I’m 
looking forward to working 
as hard as I can with these 
young people.”

St. Mary’s interim 
President and CEO Eddie 
Simpser said the hospital 
has always made educa-
tion one of its top priorities 
while treating children, 
and the new preschool 
would not have been pos-

sible without Marshall’s as-
sistance. 

Marshall has helped 
St. Mary’s through her in-
volvement in the facility’s 

expansion over the years 
and by providing funding 
through the borough presi-
dent’s office when possible.

“What makes this 

unique is it helps kids who 
could not get the same edu-
cation in other preschools,” 
he said. “We really, truly 
appreciate the borough 

president’s support. It is 
our pleasure today to unveil 
this space in her name.”

St. Mary’s celebrated 
another key milestone in 
2012 when it opened up a 
new patient pavilion at 29-
01 216th St. in Bayside. The 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
last October featured a 
star-studded lineup of 
guests who all came to cel-
ebrate the new home for 97 
of St. Mary’s residents. The 
renovation made way for 
the new preschool’s space 
as well, after the hospital 
doubled its size to 178,000 
square feet, the hospital 
said.

All the hospital’s resi-
dents moved into the new 
patient pavilion last year, 
and the health care system 
has since been upgrading 
its existing building, origi-
nally constructed in the 
1950s, which is currently 
home to various treatment 
and care programs.

Borough President Helen Marshall (c.) cuts a ceremonial ribbon in front of the new preschool named 
after her at St. Mary’s in Bayside. Photo by Phil Corso

St. Mary’s launches new preschool for Bayside residents 
Queens Borough President Helen Marshall leads ribbon-cutting for center dedicated in her name

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Center for the 
Women of New York will 
host its 26th annual World 
of Working Women Confer-
ence Friday, Oct. 18. The 
goal of the conference is to 
address one subject: how 
women can find jobs. The 
event will be held at the 
Sheraton LaGuardia East 
Hotel, at 135-20 39th Ave. in 
Flushing. There is no regis-
tration fee to attend.

Founded in 1987, the 
nonprofit strives to be a 
one-stop, walk-in resource 
center for women.

The keynote speaker 
at the conference will be 
Melinda Katz, a former city 
councilwoman who is cur-
rently running for Queens 
borough president.

There will be a two-

hour morning panel, mod-
erated by TimesLedger 
Newspapers Editor Roz 
Liston, which will feature 
a number of esteemed 
guests: Julie Cordero, vice 
president of operations for 
Reddy-Care Physical Ther-
apy; Gillian Gutierrez, a 

program analyst for the 
Women’s Bureau Region 
II office of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor; Cassandra 
Hill, community relations 
director for Delta Air Lines; 
Pauline Kuyler, a psychia-
trist at the Queens County 
Mental Health Association; 
Denise Doyle, recruitment 
manager at Nontraditional 
Employment for Women; 
Gloria Martin Amaya, com-
munity district manager at 
New York Life; and Nancy 
Baldwin, director of the 
engineering department at 
Northrop-Grumman.

Following the panel 
there will be a three-hour 
job fair, featuring repre-
sentatives from companies, 
government agencies and 
educational organizations 
available to discuss em-
ployment opportunities.

Queens Borough President can-
didate Melinda Katz will be the 
keynote speaker at the 26th an-
nual World of Working Women 
conference.

Center to hold conference 
to help women fi nd work almost lynched as a young 

man for trying to vote in the 
South and provided secu-
rity for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s 1965 march to 
Montgomery, Ala., brought 
to the hearing a 1925 report 
 by the U.S. Army War Col-
lege that said black pilots 
were physiologically ill-
suited to be pilots.

The elderly vet, 
dressed in a dark suit and 
wearing a blue Tuskegee 
cap, told committee mem-
bers how the pilots had to 
struggle not only to over-
come stereotypes, but also 
dealt with heavy German 
gun fire and the onslaught 
of ash brought on by the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvi-
us near their camp.

“Behind that was this 
report that black men could 
not take it and could not 
stand terrific bombard-
ment by the enemy,” he 
said. “It was in this atmo-
sphere that in our minds 
we said we will fight ... and 

we not only fought but we 
won!”

Patt Terrelongue, 
president of the Claude B. 
Govan Tri-State Chapter of 
the Tuskegee Airmen Inc., 
said she grew up in the Ja-
maica area, where many 
airmen and their families 
moved to in the 1950s.

She said the veterans 
were on par with the fa-
mous jazz musicians who 
called southeast Queens 
home in terms of the admi-
ration the Tuskegee Air-
men inspired.

“Having that positive 

reinforcement, we always 
felt blessed,” she said. 
“They guided us. They nur-
tured us, even though we 
were wild children.”

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), who 
is sponsoring the bill to re-
name the stretch of South 
Road between Merrick 
Boulevard and Remington 
Street “Tuskegee Airmen 
Way,” said the area is one 
notorious for prostitu-
tion, drugs and gangs, but 
thinks the proposed street 
name would help to uplift 
the area.

“To rename South 
Road to something as noble 
as Tuskegee Airmen Way 
does more to help us just re-
brand, if you will, but helps 
us to let all the young men 
and women that are com-
ing up know that this is 
something to look forward 
to,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Tuskegee To rename South 
Road something 

as noble as 
Tuskegee Airmen 
Way does more 
to help us just 

rebrand.
Ruben Wills
City councilman
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while many of them will 
stay in oversize classes 
for weeks or months,” said 
Michael Mulgrew, UFT 
president. “At the same 
time citywide averages for 
classes in first-, second- 
and third-grade are at the 
highest they have been in 
14 years. It is time to take 
this issue seriously.”

The UFT survey put 
Cardozo near the top of the 
city’s most oversized high 
school classrooms with 385, 
second only to Hillcrest 
High School’s 400. Jackson 
Heights’ IS 145 also cracked 
the union’s list of middle 
and elementary schools suf-
fering from oversized class-
rooms with 29, the highest 
number in that category.

“We need to stop play-
ing games with our kids’ 
future and start getting 
serious about overcrowd-
ing in our city’s classrooms 
— a chronic issue that this 
Department of Education 
has ignored for too long, 
at the expense of hun-

dreds of thousands of city 
school children,” said Scott 
Stringer, Manhattan Bor-
ough President. “Investing 
in new schools and class-
rooms will require shared 
sacrifice and the sustained 
commitment of all New 
Yorkers. But doing nothing 
is not an option — not when 
the cost will be measured 
in lost learning and squan-
dered opportunity for our 
children.”

The numbers exceeded 
contractual limits in ac-
cordance with the UFT’s 
contract, Mulgrew said, 
which limits class size to 18 
students in pre-kindergar-
ten classrooms, 25 in kin-
dergarten, 32 in Grades 1 
through 6, 33 in junior high 
and middle schools and 34 
in high schools. The end 
result, the UFT said, is that 
more than 230,000 students 
citywide spent part of all of 
their days in overcrowded 
classrooms.

during which the families 
of former and current fire-
fighters participated.

“They broke bread to-
gether,” she said.

According to the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, landmark 
designation means a build-
ing has special historical, 
cultural or aesthetic value 
and that it is an important 
part of the city’s historical 
and architectural heritage. 
The designation can help 
protect a structure from 

inappropriate changes or 
demolition.

The firehouse, which 
was built in 1913 and first 
used in 1914, will celebrate 
its centennial next year, 
Steve Fisher said.

While this particu-
lar firehouse is not in any  
imminent danger of being 
torn down, the siblings 
have seen other fire houses 
around the city demolished, 
Maxine Fisher said.

And although Maspeth 
is the oldest settlement in 
New York City, it is home to 
only one landmark: a single 
lamppost on 53rd Avenue. 
The Fishers have already 

submitted an application 
to the commission to grant 
the special status to the 
building. 

The commission ini-
tially rejected it, saying the 
firehouse lacked architec-
tural distinction, accord-
ing to Elisabeth de Bour-
bon, a spokeswoman for the 
Commission.

It does not have the fea-
tures, style or other quali-
ties of other firehouses that 
have been landmarked, she 
said. While the facade of 
the building may not be as 
ornate as others, the sib-
lings believe it is the origi-
nal one. They said they 

responded to the initial 
rejection and are waiting 
to hear again from the com-
mission.

“I jumped on board 
with my brother’s project 
because of my deep and 
abiding love for this town,” 
Maxine Fisher said. “It not 
only houses the memories 
of people I love and have 
known and lost, but it is 
still a place that has the feel 
of the heartland.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

seeking a court order so 
it can gain access to the 
homeowners’ backyards, 
something the owners have 
refused to provide because 
of extensive damage they 
say the construction has 
caused.

Pali Realty is repre-
sented by Driscoll Group 
Inc., led by lobbyist Bill 

Driscoll.
“In order to comply 

with the BSA ruling we 
have to go on to our neigh-
bors’ property to make the 
changes that they request-
ed,” Driscoll said. “We’ll 
go to court later this week 
seeking permission for ac-
cess.”

 When the building was 
80 percent complete in July 
2012 , an auditor found that 
the facility was too large 
and violated the local zon-

ing law, and 10 months lat-
er, the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals ruled 
that work could continue. 

But, because the build-
ing is oversized, there is no 
room to safely work on the 
rear of the facility, so ac-
cess to the neighbors’ yards 
is necessary so as to build a 
scaffold. 

The homeowners 
charged that the BSA rul-
ing allowing construction 
to resume gave away the 

only bargaining chip they 
had in the fight to be re-
compensated for damage.

“Fix our houses and 
we’ll give you access,” 
said Robert Draghi, whose 
home is at 23-26 32nd St. He 
said that five homes at the 
rear of the construction 
site have developed large 
cracks to their foundations 
that residents contend be-
gan when Pali Realty began 
the building’s steelwork in 
2012.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Firehouse

Medical

Cardozo

FOR MORE 

VISIT US AT

TIMESLEDGER.COM

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

  Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

NYP 10/13/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone: Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice…  
but our final resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confirmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no finance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org
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Tri-County Flea Market

Celebrating 30+ Years 

of serving the communities on Long Island
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

Oktober 14th - 17th, and Oktober 21st - 24th
Monday thru Thursday

4 Course Bavarian Menu Including Such Favorites 
As Jägerschnitzel, Sauerbraten and Schweinshaxn

 7:30 PM Seating $60.00 Per Person
($20.00 per person, deposit required when making reservation)

Reserve Now! Limited Space!
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