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BY BIANCA FORTIS

On a clear day, firefighters in 
Squad Co. No. 288 can see the top 
of One World Trade Center from 
their fire house in Maspeth.

That view serves as a re-
minder of the firehouse’s close 
association to the events of Sept. 
11, 2001: 19 firefighters stationed 
there died as a result of the ter-
rorist attacks.

The building’s unique his-
tory is why two former Maspeth 
residents are working to have it 
designated as a landmark by the 
city.

They have personal reasons, 
as well.

“It has to do with our love 
of Maspeth and all things that 
relate to the town as we grew up 
knowing it,” said Steve Fisher, 
who came up with idea for the 
designation.

He stressed the building’s 
Continued on Page 52

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City’s 5Pointz 
came one step closer to a date 
with the wrecking ball Wednes-
day afternoon after an agreement 
was reached between the City 
Council and building developers 
David and Jerry Wolkoff.

G & M Realty, which is 
owned by the Wolkoffs,  agreed to 
several major givebacks so as to 
secure the proper special permit 
that will allow it to build a bigger 
luxury housing complex than the 
zoning laws currently allow on 
the site of the Aerosol Art Center, 

at 22-44 Jackson Ave., City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said in a statement. 
Demolition is expected to begin 
before the end of the year.  

The new building complex 
will have two towers, one 47 sto-
ries tall and the other 41 stories. 
They will combine to make 1,000 
units, and 210 of those apartments 
will be made into affordable hous-
ing, an increase from the original 
proposal of 75 units.

As part of the agreement, the 
Wolkoffs committed to building 
and staffing the building with 

Continued on Page 48
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HOLY WATER
St. Bartholomew’s pastor Rick Beuther talks to 10-year-old Christopher 
Mizhquiri and his fish, Robert, during a blessing of the animals ceremony 
on the steps of the Elmhurst church.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Siblings apply 
to  landmark  
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Council passes
5Pointz permit 
for lux housing
Developers agree to 210 affordable units

City Council green lights 
Willets Point development
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

There does not appear 
to be any hard feelings 
between George McDon-
ald and City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton).

The former Republi-
can candidate for mayor 
and the councilman, who 
backed Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) in the Democratic 
primary, laughed and shook 
hands Tuesday as they an-
nounced the expansion of 
McDonald’s nonprofit, The 
Doe Fund, to Merrick Bou-
levard.

“It’s my pleasure to be 
here today as I announce 
my retirement from parti-
san politics,” quipped Mc-
Donald, who came in third 
place behind John Catsi-
matidis and GOP nominee 
Joe Lhota in the party’s 
primary. “So now that the 
election is over, I’m not rep-
resenting any political par-
ty. I’m representing what I 
believe is the best of New 
York City.”

Richards’ predecessor 
had previously set aside 
money for The Doe Fund, 

which provides jobs and 
support to people struggling 
with issues such as home-
lessness and addiction, in 
the Rockaways section of 
his district. This year the 
councilman allocated fund-
ing to expand the program 
to tidy up Laurelton’s small 
business corridor.

“This is sort of an of-
fensive to take back Mer-
rick Boulevard and make 
sure it reflects the beauty 
in this community,” the 
councilman said. “Fridays 
through Sundays are nor-
mally the worst days out 
here, partly because Sani-
tation is not picking up the 
garbage as frequently as 
they used to.”

Two Doe Fund work-
ers are now slated to clean 
the business row between 
219th Street and Francis 
Lewis Boulevard two days 
a week from 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

Laurelton is notable 
for both its well-preserved 
stock of Colonial Revival-
style homes and the attrac-
tive landscaped malls that 
run down the centers of its 
side streets, but residents 
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BY BILL PARRY

An unattended candle 
was the cause of an early 
morning fire in Woodside 
Monday that took the life of 
a 57-year-old woman, police 
and fire officials said.

The blaze tore through 
a two-story home at 42-20 
74th St. at 3:30 a.m., ac-
cording to the Fire Depart-
ment.

Stella Balcazar was 
taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center in cardiac arrest, 
and she was pronounced 
dead later in the morning, 
according to the FDNY, a 
spokeswoman for Elmhurst 
Hospital and her relatives . 
An unidentified, 20-year-
old man also suffered third-
degree burns and was tak-
en to Weill Cornell Medical 
Center, a spokesman for the 
FDNY said. 

Seven other people, 
including three firefight-
ers, were transported to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
with injuries that were 
considered non-life-threat-
ening, according to fire 
officials. The blaze was 
brought under control at 
5 a.m., according to the 
FDNY.

Relatives of the vic-
tim and tenants of the 74th 
Street home consoled one 
another on the street Mon-
day morning.

“She was a beautiful 
person,” said Balcazar’s 
niece Jelitza.

Juan Carmona, 23, 
said he had been renting a 
room in the home for the 
past three years and, when 

he smelled smoke early 
Monday, raced outside. Af-
ter he reached the street, 
the fire became more in-
tense, he aid.

“We really don’t know 
how the fire started,” Car-
mona said, after he had col-
lected bags of clothes and 
paperwork from inside the 
charred home accompanied 

by authorities.
Jae Kim, 73, whose 

backyard borders the rear 
of the home where the fire 
took place, said she heard 
a commotion at about 3:30 
a.m.

“The lady was making 
a lot of noise,” Kim said.

She and her husband 
walked to the corner of 74th 

Street and 43rd Avenue and 
saw the street blocked off 
by police and fire vehicles.

“Too much fire is com-
ing out,” she said.

Another neighbor, 
Gopal Krisna, 33, said he 
would often greet Balcazar.

“I’ve never been in-
side, but we said hello every 
day,” said the 44th Avenue 
resident.

Krisna said she would 
offer him food during bar-
becues and he would in-
stead accept a beverage 
since he is vegetarian.

“She was a very nice 
lady, very warm,” he said.

Managing Editor 
Christina Santucci contrib-
uted to this story.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

City Councilman Donovan Richards (c.) announces The Doe Fund is 
coming to Merrick Boulevard in Laurelton. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Juan Carmona (r.) comforts another resident of the burned home 
after learning of Stella Balcazar’s death. Photo by Christina Santucci

Laurelton welcomes 
Doe Fund to Merrick

Candle blamed in fi re: FDNY
Woodside woman, 57, killed in early morning blaze on 74th Street

Fire officials and police investigate a fatal fire on 74th Street in Woodside. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 2,000 people, 
who were mostly young, 
athletic and tattooed, at-
tended the long-awaited 
grand opening of a huge 
rock climbing venue in 
Long Island City Saturday.

The Cliffs at LIC be-
came one of the nation’s 
largest gymnasiums with 
more than 30,000 square 
feet of space in an old ware-
house, at 11-11 44th Drive. 
The state-of-the-art venue 
features fiberglass climb-
ing walls that are 60-feet 
high, some with a hydrau-
lic system that changes the 
angle for a more challeng-
ing climb.

More than 500 climb-
ers can scale the walls at 
the same time. Beside rock 
climbing, which has grown 
in popularity over the last 
decade as a fitness workout, 
there are cardio machines 

and free weights. The Cliffs 
at LIC also has a retail 
shop featuring apparel and 
equipment.

Owner Mike Wolfert 
had hoped to open last May, 
but ran into construction 
delays and legal problems 
stemming from his May 16 
arrest on bribery charges. 
Wolfert allegedly tried to 
pay off a building inspec-
tor to lift a stop-work order 
that caused a five-month 
delay,  court records show. 
The inspector was an un-
dercover investigator from 
the Department of Inves-
tigations, according to the 
records.

Wolfert allegedly 
handed the investigator 
$94 in cash , and then two 
weeks later Wolfert alleg-
edly handed over two enve-
lopes containing $500 each 
when the investigator told 
him the stop work order 
had been lifted, according 

to a criminal complaint 
filed by the Queens district 
attorney’s office . Wolfert 
was hit with an additional 
misdemeanor charge of 
“unlawful continuance” for 

allowing work on the venue 
to continue while under the 
stop work order, the New 
York Post reported. 

Wolfert would not 
speak about the case, ex-

cept to say, “I still look for-
ward to telling my side of 
the story.”

Instead, he described 
the opening of The Cliffs 
at LIC, which featured DJs, 

circus performers, a high-
wire act and beer from 
Rockaway Brewery.

“It was fantastic, all 
kinds of fun,” Wolfert said. 
“I can’t believe we’re fi-
nally open and we’re way 
ahead of our projections on 
memberships.”

The Cliffs offers daily, 
monthly and annual mem-
berships. In addition, the 
rock climbing mecca em-
ploys 45 people, but Wolf-
ert expects that number to 
double by next year. Wolf-
ert has another club in up-
state Valhalla but wanted 
to get established in Long 
Island City after watching 
the housing boom in recent 
years. 

“LIC is such an excit-
ing market,” Wolfert said, 
“it’s the right place at the 
right time with all the 
young people moving in.”

Climbers scale the 60-foot-high walls at the grand opening of The Cliffs in Long Island City. 
Photo courtesy Mike Wolfert

The Cliffs at LIC rocks grand opening celebration
Club owner touts facility as one of the largest in the country with space for 500 climbers at once

World-Class Vascular Surgical Care 
Close to Home
Vascular Associates of  Long Island has joined North Shore-LIJ Medical Group.
The physicians at Vascular Associates of Long Island specialize in treating and helping patients manage a full range of vascular conditions  
relating to carotid artery disease, venous disease, wounds and swollen limbs. Utilizing the extensive resources of North Shore-LIJ Health System  
and its Comprehensive Wound Healing Center, patients receive coordinated, quality clinical care through state-of-the-art treatment options.

For an appointment at any location, call (516) 328 -9800. 

2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite South 50, Lake Success, New York 11042

95-25 Queens Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Rego Park, New York 11374

94-07 156th Street, Howard Beach, New York 11414

Larry A. Frankini, MD, FACS 

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Franklin 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Forest Hills Hospital; Assistant 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

William Doscher, MD, FACS 

Associate Chair, Ethics Committee, 
Surgery, North Shore-LIJ; Associate 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

Learn more about the physicians at  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group  
Vascular Associates of Long Island.

For more information on North Shore-LIJ Medical Group,  
go to nslijdocs.com.

Most insurances accepted

Omid Rahmani, MD, FACS  

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Forest Hills 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Franklin Hospital; Assistant Professor, 
Surgery, Hofstra North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine
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BY PHIL CORSO

A northeast Queens 
lawmaker has teamed up 
with another state legisla-
tor from across the aisle to 
draft a bill cracking down 
on the sharing of sexu-
ally explicit pictures, also 
known as “revenge porn.”

The legislation, intro-
duced in part by state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), was written 
in response to a new wave 
of photo-sharing fit for the 
21st century, where inti-
mate pictures originally 
taken with an expectation 
of privacy are later dis-
seminated in the form of 
revenge. Braunstein an-
nounced the bill along with 
state Sen. Joseph A. Griffo 
(R-Rome), making what the 
lawmakers called revenge 
porn a criminal act.

“Disseminating sexu-
ally explicit images that 
were shared with an ex-
pectation of privacy can 
cause lasting damage to 
victims and should be a 
crime,” Braunstein said. 
“Passage of this legisla-
tion would make it clear 
that New Yorkers will not 
allow this type of harass-
ment to continue. With the 
proliferation of cellphones 
and social networking, this 
problem will only get worse 
if we do not take immediate 
action.”

The lawmakers said 
they drafted the bill to 
suit the present day, when 
seemingly everyone lives 

on the screens of their 
smartphones and some-
times share sexually ex-
plicit photos with one an-
other. The term “revenge 
porn” derives from an act 
in which originally con-
sensual explicit images are 
widely dispersed without 
permission, an act that 
could be damaging to a per-
son’s reputation or physical 
and emotion well-being, the 
elected officials said.

Braunstein said the 
bill would make the act a 
Class A misdemeanor, leav-
ing offenders subject to a 
$30,000 fine.

“This so-called phe-
nomena of ‘cyber-revenge’ 
is a tawdry form of exploi-
tation. From what we know, 
the majority of its victims 
are women who don’t know 
that their images and like-
nesses have been bartered 
and sold over the Internet,” 
Griffo said. “Currently, 
these victims have limited 
options when their pic-
tures, taken with their con-
sent, were posted online. 
They would have to enlist 
a lawyer and threaten to 
sue the person responsible 
for sharing the photo or the 
website hosting them, for 
invasion of privacy.”

Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) also introduced a 
package of bills with a sim-
ilar goal of letting victims 
file civil lawsuits against 
anyone who posts private 
images in public.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As the country entered 

the second week of the fed-
eral government shutdown 
with no end in sight, mem-
bers of the Queens congres-
sional delegation said their 
constituents were feeling 
the impact.

“The GOP shutdown is 
hurting millions of Ameri-
cans including children, 
seniors, veterans and small 
businesses,” U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) said. 
“The House Republicans 
continue to waste valuable 
time dealing with many of 
the important issues facing 
our nation, such as improv-
ing the economy, immigra-
tion reform, raising the 
debt ceiling and gun con-
trol, just to name a few.”

On the issue of immi-
gration reform, U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) would certainly 
agree. The congressman 
was among several arrest-
ed Tuesday for protesting 
lack of movement on immi-
gration reform.

“I believe in my heart 
that this is one of the most 
critical human rights is-
sues facing us today,” he 
said in a statement. “Unfor-
tunately, one of the many 
consequences of this Re-
publican shutdown is the 
fact that pressing issues 
like the urgent need to ad-
dress our nation’s broken 
immigration system have 
been forced to the back 
burner. In standing with 
my colleagues and dedicat-
ed advocates, we are help-
ing to give a voice to those 
who would otherwise have 
none.”

Employees at federal 
offices across the borough 
were going without pay-
checks, although some said 
they had the understand-
ing they would be paid once 
Washington got back to 
work.

“People have families 
to take care of, mortgages 
and childcare to worry 
about,” said one employee 
at the Social Security Ad-

ministration office in Ja-
maica who asked not to be 
identified.

Employees at the office 
who process claims and an-
swer calls to the agency’s 
800-number were still at 
work, but those who staff 
the part of the office that 
distributes cards were told 
to stay home and guards 
outside the office were 
turning away visitors.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the shut-
down could delay distribu-
tion of federal aid for Su-
perstorm Sandy to areas 

including the Rockaways.
“Because Community 

Development Block Grants 
and other types of federal 
aid require approvals and 
constant correspondence 
with federal officials, we 
have been advised that 
delays in vital and manda-
tory tasks are inevitable,” 
Bloomberg  said during his 
radio program Sunday, ac-
cording to the transcript 
provided by his office. “If, 
for example, you’re a busi-
ness owner in the Rock-
aways, this could mean 
a longer wait time to get 

grants and loans — pro-
longing what has been an 
already difficult and cum-
bersome process for so 
many.”

“In addition, critical 
infrastructure projects 
that rely on federal fund-
ing — dunes replenishment 
and coastal protections to 
help safeguard millions of 
New Yorkers — may see ad-
ditional delays,” the mayor 
added. “Moreover, despite 
all approvals being in place, 
the federal government has 
yet to release the second 

Guards turn away visitors to the Social Security office in Jamaica after the federal government shut 
down. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Legislation introduced in part by state Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
seeks to combat a practice known as revenge porn, where damag-
ing photos are made public.

Fed shutdown hits boro
Mayor says Sandy victims could have to wait longer for funding

Braunstein bill bars  
online revenge porn

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (second from r.) marches with congressional Democrats during an immigra-
tion rally in Washington. AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 48
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A federal lawmaker 

brought attention to the 
strained relations between 
the United States and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
this week by hosting a pub-
lic forum at the Forest Hills 
Jewish Center this week.

In 2010, the advocacy 
group United Against Nu-
clear Iran used a billboard 
to bring attention to the fact 
that the American heavy 
machinery manufacturer 
Caterpillar was operating 
in Iran through a foreign 
subsidiary. The billboard 
was placed outside the 
company’s headquarters 
in Peoria, Ill., according to 
UANI Executive Director 
David Ibsen.

“Every employee, ev-
ery manager, every execu-
tive, every potential part-
ner, every bondholder who 
drove into Caterpillar’s 
headquarters saw that bill-
board,” Ibsen said.

The awareness tactic 
was reported on by The 
Wall Street Journal and 
the Financial Times, effec-
tively distributing the im-
age of the billboard around 

the world. The head of Cat-
erpillar called UANI the 
next day, Ibsen said, and 
the company ended its ties 
to Iran soon after.

The Caterpillar cam-

paign is an example of the 
type of reputation damage 
that UANI uses to isolate 
Iran economically and sev-
er it from financial, credit 
and business markets, Ib-

sen said.
The office of U.S. Rep. 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
who sits on the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs 
and the House Subcommit-

tee on the Middle East and 
North Africa, hosted UANI 
officials Monday to discuss 
Iran’s relations with the 
United States at the Forest 
Hills Jewish Center.

In August, Hassan 
Rouhani replaced the for-
mer Iranian president, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
who has been criticized 
for refusing to close the 
country’s nuclear program 
which American leaders 
say will be used for develop-
ing nuclear weapons. Ira-
nian leaders maintain that 
the nuclear program is for 
generating electricity.

Ahmadinejad has also 
become known for other 
controversial policies and 
statements, such as calling 
the Holocaust a myth.

David Wallace, CEO of 
UANI and a former United 
States ambassador to the 
United Nations, said world 
leaders are judged by their 
first 100 days in office and 

BY PHIL CORSO

Hillcrest High School 
and Oakland Gardens’ 
Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School were listed 
as two of the city’s top of-
fenders when it comes to 
overcrowded classrooms, a 
United Federation of Teach-
ers survey said.

The union based its 
findings on a compila-
tion of grievances filed by 
chapter leaders at schools 
throughout the city and re-
ported that there were 6,313 
complaints of overcrowded 
classes during the past 
year, compared to 6,133 the 
prior year. More than 1,000 
of those classes were found 
in Queens, with nearly 400 
each at Hillcrest and Car-

dozo, the UFT said.
The survey also found 

the city’s average amount 
of students in a class for 
early grades reached a 14-

year high with more than 
24 in Grades 1 and 2 and 
25 in Grade 3, the highest 
since 1999.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg is moving full 
steam ahead with his edu-
cational agenda in the 
waning days of his admin-
istration, and a coalition 
of Queens leaders Tuesday 
denounced his efforts as an 
attempt to impose his poli-
cies on his successor.

In June, the city Panel 
for Educational Policy ap-
proved plans that will sig-
nificantly impact Queens 
schools as late as the 2015 
school year, and the panel 
is scheduled to vote at the 
end of October on nine pro-
posals that will go into ef-
fect under the next mayor’s 
watch.

“This is only an oppor-

tunity for the Department 
of Education to usurp the 
next administration, let’s 
be clear about this,” City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 

(D-St. Albans) said Tues-
day on the steps of Borough 
Hall, where he was sur-
rounded by about two dozen 

City Councilman Leroy Comrie (c.) and about two dozen lead-
ers from Queens call on the Bloomberg administration to 
withdraw proposals to co-locate schools in the borough. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Mark Wallace, a former ambassador to the United Nations, speaks 
on behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Queens pols call on Bloomy 
to drop co-location plans

Hillcrest in Jamaica Hills tops 
UFT survey on crowded classes

Meng hosts Forest Hills talk on Iran
Group discusses new President Hassan Rouhani’s plans for nuclear program in Middle East nation

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) participates in a forum via 
Skype. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Hillcrest High School is one of two borough schools to make the 
United Federation of Teachers’ list of those with the most over-
crowded classrooms throughout the city.

Continued on Page 49
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BY PHIL CORSO AND JOE 
ANUTA

The City Council ap-
proved the controversial $3 
billion redevelopment plan 
at Willets Point Wednes-
day, giving a green light 
to the project that support-
ers say will transform the 
blighted Iron Triangle area 
with housing and a new 
mega mall .

The 42-3-1 vote marked 
the end of a second round 
of a contentious public ap-
proval process, ultimately 
giving Sterling Equities 
and the Related Cos. the 
go-ahead to move forward. 
As concessions, develop-
ers will give the Flushing 
Meadows-Corona Park Al-
liance a total of $15 million 
and another $2.6 million to 
a rooftop farm to be built at 
the mega mall, according to 
Council hearings.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) first opposed the 
plan but came around after 

making sure the project of-
fered adequate affordable 
housing.

“After many long years 
of reviewing this proposal 
and taking my district’s 
needs into account, I am 
confident that this devel-
opment will be a win for 
my constituents, a win for 
Willets Point and a win for 
the great City of New York,” 
she said. “For the first time 
in history, the 21st Council 
District will finally have 
affordable housing, and 

in addition, all the other 
community benefits made 
possible through the agree-
ment between the adminis-
tration and developers will 
undoubtedly have major 
positive impact for my con-
stituents.”

The developers now 
have clearance to begin 
cleaning the contaminated 
soil on 23 acres of the prop-
erty before building a ho-
tel and retail along 126th 
Street and then construct-
ing the mall.

But some observers 
believe that groups repre-
senting tenants of the Iron 
Triangle will take the mat-
ter to court.

Philip Lippman, of the 
Save Willets Point organi-
zation, said the area has 
been long neglected by the 
city and those who work at 
the site deserve better.

“The city has never 
built roads, sewers or even 
given basic services which 
every other neighborhood 
in New York has received, 

such as snow removal or 
garbage removal,” he said. 
“Business owners have 
been offered a very small 
compensation that won’t 
even cover their moving 
costs. The amount offered 
to them is contingent on 
whether they sign this 
month or next month, and if 
they do not sign and agree 
to move, they will receive 
no compensation at all and 
will just be evicted.”

The Council had al-
ready approved the Willets 

Point redevelopment proj-
ect in 2008, but when May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
administration announced 
this spring that it had se-
lected the joint venture 
as the developers, it was 
revealed the new plan in-
cluded a 1.4-million-square-
foot mall to be sited in the 
western parking lot of Citi 
Field.

The development dis-
cussion became a much 
greater, defining aspect of 
Bloomberg’s 12 years in of-
fice and came before the 
Council in the final months 
of his tenure.

“Today’s City Council 
vote is a critical milestone 
in the history of Willets 
Point, which for genera-
tions has been known as a 
contaminated ‘valley of 
ashes,’” Bloomberg said. 
“Now, thanks to the collec-
tive efforts of our adminis-
tration and local leaders, 
we can begin cleaning up 
and transforming Willets 

The City Council voted in favor of the massive redevelopment project to turn Willets Points into a hub for business and economic activity 
in Queens. Image courtesy city Economic Development Corp.

City Council approves Willets Point project

mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

r e m e m b e r ,  y o u  g e t  r e w a r d  p o i n t s  a n d 
c a s h  b a c k  f o r  d e b i t  p u r c h a s e s .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Double the shopping.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com

Continued on Page 52
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B&W
The Calvary@Home Nurse.

The same world-renowned compassion and care
right in your very own home.

Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Thank You Bouquet
fruit bouquet featuring daisy shaped 

pineapple and chocolate dipped bananas
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SAVE $X*

CODE: XXXX0000 | EXPIRES: 00/00/00 
Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes. Limit one per 
customer. Some restrictions may apply. See store for details.

Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned herein are registered 
trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

EdibleArrangements.com

5
CODE: NYBK0788
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ASTORIA — Astoria residents said 
police swarmed 29th Street Friday after-
noon to respond to a report of a stabbing 
at a multi-family detached home between 
34th and 35th avenues.

“There were like six helicopters and 
three-fourths of the local precinct here,” 
said resident Roman Turkovsky.

Neighbors said cops arrived at about 
4:30 p.m. with several vehicles positioned 
along the street, as at least one helicopter 
circled above.

Christina Vasconez and her 12-year-
old son Allen said they saw a female neigh-
bor come out of her home with wounds 
on her back and arm followed by her two 
children.

“Her shirt was bloody,” Allen said. 
“We saw the police were out. The lady left 
in the ambulance with her two kids.”

A spokesman for the FDNY said fire 
officials received a call about a stabbing 

at about 4:25 p.m., and after an ambulance 
arrived at the scene, emergency respond-
ers transported one person to Mount Sinai 
Hospital Queens.

Authorities continued to comb the 
area for a short time after they arrived 
and then ended the search, residents said. 
It was unclear who or what they were look-
ing for.

 *  You may be eligible for EmPower if 
you are eligible for HEAP benefi ts, 
participate in a utility payment 
assistance program, or have 
household income below 60% of 
the state median income.

What are you waiting for?
For income-eligible residents, 
EmPower New York off ers 
improved insulation, reduced 
drafts, and upgraded lighting 
and appliances—for free. 

55,000 of your neighbors have 
already done it. Now it’s your 
turn to lower your energy bills and 
keep more money in your pocket. 
It’s a no-brainer.

»  EmPower New York
A better life begins at home.
 Learn more: 1-800-263-0960
Visit: nyserda.ny.gov/empower

A more energy-effi  cient 
home or apartment 

Free. 
 (really, free.)
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MASPETH — A painting by well-
known American artist Norman Rock-
well was stolen from a Maspeth art ship-
ping and storage facility last month, 
police said.

Authorities believe the work, which 
is titled “Sport” and is about 28 inches 
in height, was taken from Welpak Art 
Moving and Storage, at 58-60 Grand Ave., 
around 7 p.m. Sept. 13.

Welpak provides fine art shipping 
and climate-controlled services like stor-
age, transportation, crating, packing, in-
stallation and shipping and caters to mu-
seums, art galleries, foundations, private 
collectors and art dealers, according to its 
website.

Rockwell’s oil on canvas painting, 
which police say has a gold-colored wood-
en frame, had been sold earlier this year 

by a private collec-
tion in Birming-
ham, Ala., for 
more than $1 mil-
lion at Sotheby’s, 
the New York Post 
reported.

Painted in 
1939 and signed 
by the artist in 
the lower right 
corner, the image 
shows a man in 
a row boat wear-
ing a yellow rain 
jacket and hold-
ing a fishing pole, 
police said.

In 1939, the work was used as a Satur-
day Evening Post cover, authorities said.

POLICE 

Blotter

$1M Rockwell painting swiped from Maspeth facility

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Authorities converge on Astoria street: Neighbors

FAR ROCKAWAY — An off-duty NYPD auto mechanic was arrested last week and 
charged with driving drunk, authorities said.

Bradford Martin, 53, was arrested in Far Rockaway’s 100th Precinct just before 
10 p.m. Oct. 4 and charged with driving while intoxicated and reckless driving, police 
said.

Police converged on 29th Street in Astoria 
Friday afternoon, residents said. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Police released an im-
age of the Norman 
Rockwell paint-
ing “Sport.” 

Image courtesy NYPD

NYPD mechanic charged with drunk driving: Cops
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Proponents of reacti-
vating the abandoned Rock-
away Beach railway got a 
boost of support from the 
transit planners last week.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
released its 20-year capital 
needs assessment, which 
says opening up the Rock-
away Beach branch of the 
Long Island Rail Road could 
be an option to consider.

The rail line has been 
inactive since 1962.

The report outlines 
the necessary projects the 
MTA will have to under-
take in order for the tran-
sit system to operate safely 
and reliably from 2015-35.

It mentions the “pos-
sible option” of using aban-
doned rights of way, includ-
ing the Rockaway Beach 
branch. It says reactivating 
the line “could help reduce 
land acquisition and con-
struction costs and facili-
tate construction time in 
densely developed areas.”

Supporters, including 
state Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) lauded the mention 
as a step forward for their 
cause. They believe reacti-
vation could help encour-
age economic development 
throughout Queens, among 
other benefits.

“The MTA has heard 
our calls for smart invest-
ment in existing Right of 
Ways to improve transit 
infrastructure, create jobs, 
while helping each fam-
ily in Queens and across 
the city in their daily com-
mutes,” Goldfeder said.

Philip McManus, 
founder of the Queens Pub-
lic Transit Committee, said 
the report provides a “psy-
chological boost” to his 
side.

“I think it’s great that 
the MTA is starting to 
think bigger,” he said. “If 
this is the greatest city in 
the world, we need to get 
our act together.”

Reactivation of the line 
does face a few roadblocks, 
however.

In 2001, the MTA re-
leased a feasibility study 
that determined reactiva-
tion of the line was impos-
sible due to overwhelming 
costs, The Wave, a newspa-
per in the Rockaway Penin-
sula, reported.

But a request to the 
MTA for a copy of that study 
was unsuccessful; a spokes-
man for the agency said no 
study was completed.

A more pressing prob-
lem for reactivation activ-
ists is a proposal to develop 
part of the rail line into a 
linear park, the “Queen-
sWay,” akin to Manhattan’s 
High Line.

A feasibility study for 
that proposal, funded by a 
grant from the governor’s 
office, is under way.

Ssupporters of the park 
plan believe the conversion 
would improve the quality 
of life of the community.

And yet another 
group, primarily residents 
of Woodhaven, are oppos-
ing both projects out of 
concerns for safety, privacy 
and decreasing property 
values.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The MTA’s Queens 
Boulevard subway line is 
the second-most congested 
in the city, and the agency 
plans to address borough 
straphangers’ blues by in-
vesting in a 21st-century 
switching system and con-
sidering other solutions 
such as enhanced bus ser-
vice and upgrades to near-
by Long Island Rail Road 
stations.

The subway corridor 
that carries the E, F, M and 
R trains is second only to 
the Lexington Avenue line 
in terms of overcrowding, 
and planned developments 
in Long Island City and 
downtown Jamaica only 
promise to exacerbate the 
problem.

Add to that projected 
growth at the end of the 
No. 7 line in Flushing, and 
northern Queens is one 
of four hot spots the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority identified in its 
20-year evaluation where 
demand will exceed oper-
ating capacity unless im-
provements are made.

The agency’s $106 bil-
lion 20-year Capital As-
sessment report lays the 
foundation to roll out a 
c o m mu n i c at i o n - b a s e d 
switching system on the 
western end of the Queens 
Boulevard corridor.

“Currently available 
on the L line and being in-
stalled on the 7 line, CBTC 
will allow more frequent 
train service on crowd-
ed corridors such as the 
Queens Blvd. line,” the re-
port read.

The assessment, con-
ducted every five years, 
does not commit funding to 
projects, but it serves as the 
guideline for the agency’s 
five-year capital plan.

The MTA said it will 
also consider other projects 
off the subway line that 
could relieve congestion 
underground. One of the 
ideas is select bus service, 
a system of dedicated bus 
lanes that makes travel 
much faster and more reli-

able than on conventional 
buses. It takes about 38 
minutes to ride the E Train 
from Jamaica to midtown 
Manhattan, but to ride a 
bus from Jamaica to Flush-
ing — a trip about half the 
distance — takes 40 min-
utes.

“Many riders may 
have destinations within 
the borough that could be 
better served by enhanced 
bus services ... augmenting 

capacity on clogged subway 
lines,” the report read.

Gene Russianoff of the 
New York Public Research’s 
Straphangers’ Campaign, 
however, said he would 
have preferred to see the 
assessment give more con-
crete plans for the special 
bus service.

“Right now the Needs 
Assessment is way too 
vague on the fate of this 
promising expansion and 

improvement of bus ser-
vice,” he said.

Improvements along 
LIRR lines, including the 
construction of a new sta-
tion in Elmhurst, could 
help relieve crowding on 
Queens subways, accord-
ing to the MTA’s report.

“In response to signifi-
cant population increases 
in Queens, the LIRR would 
be in a position to serve a 
newly re-opened station 
in Elmhurst, on the Port 
Washington branch,” the 
report said.

The 148-page assess-
ment said lengthening 
station platforms at Kew 
Gardens and Forest Hills, 
which are currently long 
enough for only four cars, 
would also shorten the 
length of time trains have 
to wait at the stations.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority says re-opening the Elmhurst Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion could help alleviate congestion on the Queens Boulevard subway line.

The MTA included the proposed reactivation of the Rockaway 
Beach Branch of the Long Island Railroad in a list of projects it 
would consider undertaking.

Report lists MTA priorities
Reduced congestion on Queens Blvd. line part of 20-year plan

Agency to consider 
Rockaway rail revival

Straphangers wait for the approaching F train in the Queens Boulevard subway corridor, the second-
most congested in the city.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority says prioritizing the 
expansion of select bus service to the borough will help alleviate 
crowding.
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 26-year-old man was 
arrested and charged in the 
shooting death of a South 
Jamaica resident near a 
Woodside strip club early 
Saturday, police said.

Dwayne Johnson, 
of Queens Village, was 
charged with second-de-
gree murder in the death of 
25-year-old Allah Howell, 
the NYPD said.

Police were called at 
about 4:15 a.m. Saturday to 
Perfections Nightclub, at 
62-05 30th Ave., where they 
found Howell with multiple 
gunshot wounds, according 
to cops.

Howell was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead, 

police said.
On Saturday, police 

set up a crime scene area 
on the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway service road, 
including a U-Haul facil-
ity, and officers were also 
positioned in the lot of the 

Bulova watch company’s 
service center, at 1 Bulova 
Ave.

One worker at the 
famed watch shop was not 
surprised by the violence.

“This is every year,” 
he said.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
York College in Jamai-

ca is home to CUNY’s avia-
tion school, and students 
there may soon have some 
inspiration close by from 
those who paved the way 
for their high-flying aspira-
tions.

The City Council is 
considering a proposal to 
rename South Road, the 
street separating Jamaica 
and South Jamaica, after 
the Tuskegee Airmen, the 
famed World War II pilots 
who overcame racism and 
served their country with 
distinction.

“I think a street ... in a 
black neighborhood would 
be an inspiration to not 
only black children, but to 
all children to be inspired 
and to say, ‘I can do it, too!’” 
airman Dabney Montgom-
ery testified last week at a 
Parks Committee  hearing 
about the street renaming 
proposal.

Montgomery, who was 
almost lynched as a young 

man for trying to vote in the 
South and provided secu-
rity for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s 1965 march to 
Montgomery, Ala., brought 
to the hearing a 1925 report 
 by the U.S. Army War Col-
lege that said black pilots 
were physiologically ill-
suited to be pilots.

The elderly vet, 
dressed in a dark suit and 
wearing a blue Tuskegee 
cap, told committee mem-
bers how the pilots had to 

struggle not only to over-
come stereotypes, but also 
dealt with heavy German 
gun fire and the onslaught 
of ash brought on by the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvi-
us near their camp.

“Behind that was this 
report that black men could 
not take it and could not 
stand terrific bombard-
ment by the enemy,” he 
said. “It was in this atmo-
sphere that in our minds 

Tuskegee Airmen Dabney Montgomery (l.-r.) and Wilfred DeFore 
join Councilman Ruben Wills (second from r.) and Patt Terrelongue 
(r.) at a City Council hearing on a proposal to rename South Road 
after the famed pilots. Photo courtesy Ruben Wills

Queens Village man charged 
in Woodside murder: NYPD

City mulls naming boro street 
after famed Tuskegee Airmen

helps you get back 
on your feet.

 A low-rate  
MCU VISA® Card

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for 
Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is 
open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% 
(Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs 
may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are 
not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. 
Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount 
of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for 
Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash 
advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a 
minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum 
Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. 
dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally Insured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

97

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

No Penalty Rate Pricing

Police investigate the fatal shooting near a Woodside strip club. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 11-17, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
11

TL

MON. OCT 22nd

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM

Lenny’s 
Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

WED. OCT. 23rd

QUEENS
MIDDLE VILLAGE

11 AM, 3 PM & 7 PM

La Bella Cucina
Ristorante

6961 Juniper Blvd. South

THUR. OCT. 24th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE
3 PM & 7 PM

The
Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices Located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan & Staten Island

AT TORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan At torneys-At-Law, PLLC, 74 08 5th Avenue – Suite 2 , Brooklyn, New York 11209

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the diffi culties of probate?

We’re also on the radio.
TUNE IN to 570 AM WMCA
and AM 970, “The Answer,” 

Saturdays at 6:00 PM to listen 
to, “Ask the Lawyer,” with
attorney Mike Connors.

www.askmikethelawyer.com
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Reform runoff elections to cut costs
T

he runoff election 
for city public advo-
cate Oct. 1 drew only 
about 6.5 percent 

of registered Democrats 
citywide. The election cost 
about $13 million. This 
works out to about $70 for 
every vote cast.

When I went to vote 
at my polling place in Bay-
side, there were five people 
at the table with four inter-
preters sitting in an adja-
cent lobby, plus one person 
directing voters to their re-
spective district table. That 
is 10 people for one elec-

tion district. Repeat that 
similar scenario in all five 
boroughs and one can see 
how the cost of this election 
adds up for this low-turnout 
election.

This system needs to 
be overhauled. The process 
for voting in municipal elec-
tions must be re-examined 
and modified to cut costs. I 
do not blame the people em-
ployed to work at the polls 
on Primary Day for this. 
They were just trying to do 
their jobs.

There are other ways 
of handling the process, 

including having instant 
runoffs, thus avoiding the 
need for a separate runoff 
election. Many people think 
there should be no runoffs 
at all. It is not the fault of 
the candidates if many 
people seek a particular of-
fice, making it harder for 
any individual candidate to 
rack up a large plurality of 
votes.

That $13 million spent 
on this runoff election 
could have been used to 
hire more teachers, sustain 
after-school programs for 
children, give better ser-

vices to our senior citizens 
or plant and care for addi-
tional trees to enhance our 
communities. The list goes 
on and on.

As citizens, we need to 
insist that wasteful spend-
ing be curbed and that 
well-thought-out strategies 
for voting procedures be 
put into place in order that 
all voters have their voices 
heard in the most effective 
way.

Henry Euler
Bayside

DOE NEEDS EARLY
COMMUNITY INPUT

For decades, a 6-acre lot in Whitestone has sat vacant, 
but now education officials are considering the location as 
a spot to build a new high school.

Former plans for the plot included a 55-home develop-
ment by Whitestone Jewels LLC and a sports complex, an 
idea which the Malba Gardens Civic Association floated 
in 2011. The site, however, which was previously owned by 
the Catholic Youth Organization, has only held some ten-
nis courts and a swimming pool left over from the youth 
organization, which shuttered in 1988.

On Saturday, a group of 150 people — mostly Whites-
tone residents — attended a petition rally along 5th Avenue 
in hopes of galvanizing opposition to  the possibility that 
the site could be used for a school, saying it would cause 
traffic and lower home values in the area. Residents also 
complained that the city did not seek community input 
when selecting the lot for review.

Much like those in opposition to a proposed school at 
the former site of Keil Bros. Garden Center and Nursery in 
Bayside, community members believe they have been left 
out of the process.

The city Department of Education says that when de-
termining where to place new schools, the city School Con-
struction Authority conducts initial surveys of potential 
sites, sending representatives to the area to make assess-
ments as proposals are drafted.

Afterward, the plan is brought to the community for 
review.

This was the case when SCA officials went to Com-
munity Board 11 about the Keil Bros. site, and education 
officials said a plan for the Whitestone location had not yet 
been presented to neighborhood leaders, as it was still in 
the early stages.

While the effects of any new school on the surround-
ing area cannot truly be estimated until proposals are 
released, the Department of Education’s plan will surely 
face additional scrutiny because of perceived secrecy of 
the process.

The city needs to give people who will be living around 
the schools an opportunity earlier on to voice their opinion 
by alerting the community that a site is being considered.

Transparency is key.
This will ensure a better relationship between the ed-

ucation officials and residents, whose children will likely 
become students in schools that the DOE plans to build. 
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Hold vote to end gov’t shutdown

T
here is a lot of blame 
and finger-pointing 
for the recent federal 
government shut-

down. Today, I am offering 
a common-sense solution.

Originally, Republi-
cans in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, who are 
in the majority, offered a 
resolution to temporarily 
continue governing opera-
tions. It had two conditions: 
fund the government at 
a level that many Demo-
crats felt was insufficient, 
and then defund and delay 
the Affordable Care Act, 
known as Obamacare.

I could not support 
those conditions, particu-
larly using a shutdown of 
the federal government to 
effectively repeal the Af-

fordable Care Act.
Now I have been ad-

vancing a common-sense 
compromise that would 
reopen the federal gov-
ernment immediately. We 
should vote on a budget 
that agrees to the original 
funding level proposed by 
Republicans, but does not 
defund or repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. This ex-
tension would give us the 
time to negotiate long-term 
budget issues while keep-
ing our government open.

If you are on the far 
right, you will disagree 
with me that we should not 
defund or repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. If you 
are on the far left, you will 
disagree with me that we 
should accept, even tempo-

rarily, the Republican-pro-
posed budget levels.

But I believe most 
people whom I represent do 
not want to use the Afford-
able Care Act to shut down 
services they are paying for 
with tax dollars, and they 
expect I will work hard and 
responsibly to keep the gov-
ernment open while negoti-
ating our differences.

There are enough votes 
in Congress to pass this 
compromise. I have urged 
House Speaker John Boeh-
ner (R-Ohio) to bring it to a 
vote. People can vote for or 
against it, but we owe the 
American people a vote.

Steve Israel
U.S. Representative

(D-Melville)

BID’s Weekend Walk a success

T
he success of the 
Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement 
District’s Weekend 

Walk was the result of the 
hard work of the merchants 
along Bell Boulevard and 
our partners in govern-
ment.

The BID would like to 
extend a special thank you 

to the city Department of 
Transportation for coordi-
nating the permit, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority for rerouting the 
Q13 and all the hard work 
the community affairs of-
ficers at the 111th Precinct, 
Police Officers Gary Pog-
giali and John Erdman, 
did coordinating the nec-

essary police officers, traf-
fic agents and auxiliary 
officers needed in order to 
make sure the event went 
smoothly.

Lyle Sclair
Executive Director

Bayside Village BID
Bayside

Republicans must stand up to Tea Party
I

f it wanted to, the Re-
publican majority in the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives could immedi-

ately end the government 
shutdown it has caused.

While Americans 
wait, more than 800,000 fed-
eral employees have been 
furloughed; millions more 
are working without pay; 
vital federal services, pro-
grams, facilities, national 
parks and monuments have 
been suspended or closed; 
federal intelligence and 
federal law enforcement 
agencies are understaffed; 
and cities and communities 
where federal facilities are 
located tens of thousands 
of small businesses with 
federal contracts and the 
hundreds of thousands of 
workers they collectively 
employ are being hurt. 
Some of these businesses 
may not recover.

Constituents ask how 
much longer is the shut-
down going to affect me? 
Why did things come to 
this and who is responsible 
for this mess? What needs 
to be done to reopen the 

government?
We have reached this 

impasse because of the war 
Tea Party Republicans in 
Congress are waging on 
the Affordable Care Act. 
Frankly, it is hard to tell 
whether it is just that they 
do not like the ACA or all 
things Obama.

Republicans are a 234-
201 majority in the House. 
Democrats are a 54-46 
majority in the U.S. Sen-
ate. The 49 members of the 
House Tea Party Caucus ac-
count for only 20 percent of 
all House Republicans. The 
five members of the Senate 
Tea Party Caucus make up 
10 percent of Republican 
senators.

Nonetheless, these mi-
norities have cowed their 
GOP colleagues into going 
on the impossible mission of 
undoing the historic health 
care reform Congress en-
acted and President Barack 
Obama signed three years 
ago, that already has three 
years of implementation 
under its belt, that the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled con-
stitutional 16 months ago 

and that voters affirmed 11 
months ago by re-electing 
Obama by 5 million votes 
along with a 332-206 land-
slide victory in the Elector-
al College against a Repub-
lican who pledged to repeal 
Obamacare.

Yet, the Tea Party still 
wants a repeal of the law 
that is making affordable, 
quality health care insur-
ance accessible to tens of 
millions of Americans re-
gardless of pre-existing 
conditions, age or employ-
ment status.

During my 15 years in 
Congress, any member ad-
dressed a law they did not 
like by fulfilling their leg-
islative oversight responsi-
bility to monitor that law’s 
impact or by seeking to 
negotiate adjustments they 
thought would improve 
the law. Not so with con-
gressional Tea Party Re-
publicans. They have bul-
lied the House Republican 
leadership and bulldozed a 
majority of the Republican 
conference into incorporat-
ing their ideological objec-
tions to Obamacare into 

the continuing resolution 
that would otherwise fund 
the government for a period 
of time while the House and 
Senate, Congress and the 
White House, Democrats 
and Republicans, work out 
their differences on the 
budget for the 2014 fiscal 
year.

Again and again, the 
president said he is willing 
to discuss any Republican 
proposal designed to im-
prove the ACA. The fact is 
the ACA itself is an example 
of what can happen when 
both sides listen to each 
other. It is modeled after 
the Massachusetts health 
care program proposed by 
a Republican governor and 
authored by a Republican 
think tank. ACA includes 
more than 160 proposals 
House or Senate Republi-
cans made in committee.

If the president and 
congressional Democrats 
give in to the hostage tak-
ing and extortion tactics 
of Tea Party Republicans 
in this instance, there is 
no doubt they would use 
the debt limit negotiations 

a week from now or next 
year’s budget process to 
dismantle other laws and 
programs they do not like, 
like Social Security and 
Medicare. We cannot al-
low a small faction of our 
government to wreak such 
havoc on our nation. The 
long-term ramifications of 
this kind of brinksmanship 
are grave. We have already 
had a taste of the conse-
quences.

So, here we are. The 
shame of it is that there are 
enough votes in the House 
to pass a clean continuing 
resolution. Until the Obama 
presidency, enacting clean 
continuing resolutions 
were the norm. Congress 
has done so 45 times since 
Ronald Reagan was presi-
dent. House Speaker John 
Boehner (R-Ohio) has voted 
to approve a clean continu-
ing resolution numerous 
times. The federal govern-
ment had been operating 
under a clean continuing 
resolution all year long.

Last week, 200 House 
Democrats sent Boehner 
a letter calling for a floor 

vote on a clean continuing 
resolution. More than 20 
House Republicans have 
said they would vote yes. 
Together, this is enough 
votes for passage. Given the 
majority Democratic Sen-
ate, Congress could quickly 
enact it and the president 
just as quickly sign it into 
law. The government could 
be fully reopened. All feder-
al employees could return 
to work as federal agencies, 
services, programs, nation-
al parks and monuments 
resume operation.

Plus, a bipartisan pred-
icate will have been laid for 
raising the debt limit and 
preventing a default with-
out another deliberately 
engineered crisis.

I hope House lead-
ership will soon put our 
country’s economic stabil-
ity above its party politics. 
That is what I am fighting 
for until this is resolved. 
We should all be.

Gregory Meeks
U.S. Representative

(D-Jamaica)
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ver summer 1914, 
Europe plunged 
into its first conti-
nent-wide war since 

the days of Napoleon. In 
the United States, public 
opinion was divided over 
the war. German and Irish 
Americans were the coun-
try’s two largest ethnic 
groups.

Germans tended to 
support the “fatherland” 
and the Irish were resent-
ful of the United Kingdom’s 
centuries of exploitation 
and repression of their 
homeland. Although the 
American government of-
ficially adopted a position 
of neutrality, it became a 

position increasingly diffi-
cult to maintain. Its banks 
were lending money to the 
British and exports to the 
Allied nations soared.

On Oct. 3, the Daily 
Star reported on the saga of 
the Katherine Parks, a Brit-
ish freighter that was tied 
to a pier on Newtown Creek 
after the harrowing experi-
ence of being stopped and 
boarded by sailors from the 
German navy cruiser Dres-
den.

After the Germans 
found nothing more dan-
gerous or valuable than the 
ship’s cargo of quebracho 
wood, a type used in the 
manufacture of an extract 

for tanning leather, they 
released the ship. It was 
lucky. Within a few months 
even passenger ships were 
sunk.

●

On Oct. 15, Charles 
Edward Russell, a “noted 
Socialist writer and lec-
turer,” who was also his 
party’s candidate for the 
U.S. Senate from New York, 
addressed the Queens 
County Labor Lyceum 
in Ridgewood. He asked 
his audience to imagine a 
line from New York City 
to Harrisburg, Penn., and 
said that was the length of 
the current battlefront in 
France. He continued on 
to note that the war was in-
creasing the national debts 
of the participants by some 
$60 million a day.

●

On Oct. 19, the Daily 
Star ran a story on a mas-

sive “German Day” cel-
ebration that took place the 
previous Sunday night at 
Astoria’s Schuetzen Park, 
a 7-acre picnic ground and 
beer garden that stood at the 
intersection of Broadway 
and Steinway Street. Some 
3,000 German Americans 
from Queens showed up to 
sing “America” and “Die 
Wacht am Rhein (“Watch 
on the Rhine”) to the ac-
companiment of an orches-
tra and cheer speakers who 
defended the kaiser.

Held in conjunction 
with a similar celebration 
in Brooklyn, the Astoria 
demonstration was one of 
the largest ever held by 
German Americans in the 
United States. The event 

was held under the aus-
pices of the United German 
Societies of Queens, whose 
president, Hermann Koch, 
presided over the festivi-
ties.

Donations for the 
Red Cross serving with 
the German and Austrian 
armies were solicited, and 
during the evening Koch 
announced that $3,850 — 
about $85,000 in today’s 
money — had been raised.

In the beer hall fes-
tooned with both the col-
ors of Old Glory and the 
red, white and black of the 
German imperial flag, the 
crowd listened to speak-
ers in both English and 
German, who predicted ul-
timate victory for the kai-

ser’s forces. They blamed 
the U.K. for instigating the 
war over jealousy of Ger-
many’s growing economic 
and military power.

Among them was Al-
phonse Koelble, president 
of the New York State Ger-
man American National 
Society, who said, “Only 
when the Zeppelins get to 
London and England suf-
fers the agony of war will 
we have peace. The mil-
lions of people who have 
suffered because of English 
aggression: the Boers, the 
Indians and the people of 
Ireland are crying for Ger-
man victory in order that 
they may be avenged.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Boro Germans in 1914 hoped the kaiser would win

City should stop hurting small businesses with tickets 

I
t seems that often our 
government and its 
agencies do the stupid-
est things, which even-

tually hurt the economy 
and the people they are sup-
posed serve.

New York City builds 
tennis courts and athletic 
facilities so people have 
places to play and exercise 
and then raised permit 
rates recently for fields and 
courts. It seems a classic 
blunder to bring in more 
revenue. The result has 
been that people are exer-
cising less, and they are 
annoyed. Thus, instead of 
encouraging people to be 
healthy, residents are not 
using the facilities unless 

they are sneaking in.
The Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority 
says it wants to hike fares 
again about 8 percent, but 
I read that the MTA now 
has more than $1.9 billion 
in surplus. It has taken in 
more revenue due to an im-
proved economy and lower 
costs in energy, debt ser-
vice and health insurance 
for employees and retirees. 
Fare costs have risen by 29 
percent since 2007, which is 
twice the cost of inflation, 
so why is the MTA still 
planning to raise rates?

In the outerboroughs, 
the cost of parking at a me-
ter is 25 cents for 15 minutes. 
It is higher in Manhattan, 
but that is Manhattan. The 
cost used to be a quarter 
for 20 minutes. A proposal 
to increase rates was made 
and people complained, 
as did the City Council 
members, so it was shelved 
about year ago. After a few 
months, the city raised the 

parking charge to what it is 
today and there were few or 
no complaints.

Well, the quarter for 
15 minutes is annoying 
and expensive. People don’t 
want to pay 50 cents to run 
into a store, so often they 
just put in a quarter and 
then the ubiquitous meter 
people give them a ticket.

The cost of the meter 
and the threat of a ticket 
are probably hurting 
neighborhood businesses 
because people instead go 
to a large store with a free 
parking lot and shop there. 
Is the few dollars the city 
makes from meters and the 
tickets worth hurting local 
economies?

A recent newspaper 
story told of overflowing 
city garbage cans in Asto-
ria. I also see them on Union 
Turnpike. The city saves 
money by reducing the 
number of sanitation work-
ers and then cuts down on 
street garbage can pickups. 

This saves the city money 
but makes our neighbor-
hoods disgusting.

Regretfully, shopkeep-
ers on business strips have 
to form business improve-
ments districts so trash is 
swept up, the overflowing 
city garbage cans are kept 
clean and customers will 
patronize neighborhood 
stores. The city is saving 
a few dollars, but at what 
expense to the small mom-
and-pop stores in a com-
munity that are trying to 
survive?

A money-maker for 
the city but not the local 
stores is the flood of tickets 

given out to shopkeepers 
by the city Sanitation and 
Consumer Affairs depart-
ments. Some tickets can 
cost neighborhood shops 
hundreds, even thousands 
of dollars. The city is so rot-
ten that inspectors ticket 
violations separately. Why 
can’t Consumer Affairs 
give a warning first?

Yes, a sidewalk should 
be kept clean, but a couple 
of papers on a clean-swept 
sidewalk are not always 
negligence by a shop keep-
er but the often the result 
of wind or a thoughtless pe-
destrian. The city is mak-
ing too much money from 

our small business own-
ers who are the backbone 
of our economy and our 
neighbors.

Then there is the cor-
porate welfare by the state 
and federal governments. 
People complain that in-
dividuals or families get 
too much welfare, but the 
federal government gives 
farmers huge amounts of 
money to not grow crops 
or as subsidies for crops 
grown. Help farmers if 
there is a catastrophe, but 
do not give billions of dol-
lars as corporate welfare. 
Our nation and economy 
cannot survive with this 
practice.

Then there are the 
New York state tax breaks 
to the horse racing indus-
try and the film compa-
nies which make movies in 
New York. The government 
should only help those who 
need help, and not tax me to 
give free money to favored 
industries.

COLUMNS

MTA fare costs have risen by 29 percent 
since 2007, which is twice the cost of 
infl ation, so why is the MTA planning 

another hike?

British boat was searched by Germans 
before coming to Newtown Creek.

✑

Bob
Harris

■
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t’s an interesting quirk 
in the political world 
that some elected offices 
are term-limited while 

the vast majority are not.
In New York state, 

you can be a legislator for 
40 years or more, winning 
your district election every 
two years, generally with 
no real opposition. The 
powers of incumbency are 
so great that more people 
are indicted or die in office 
than lose to challengers in 
contested elections.

The same is true of 
Congress and the U.S. 
Senate, a legislative body 
which has come under in-
tense criticism in recent 
years for its ineffective 
ways, most recently high-

lighted by the government 
shutdown.

The maxim these days 
is that most people like their 
U.S. representative but dis-
respect Congress and some 
of that may be attributable 
to the crippling polariza-
tion and long tenures that 
we are seeing in this large 
legislative body.

But in New York, as we 
are seeing this year, city 
officials turn over every 
eight years — except for the 
12-year anomaly due to the 
overturning of term limits 
for a brief time in 2009. In 
2014, we’ll have a new may-
or, city public advocate, city 
comptroller and almost half 
of the City Council.

This fresh energy and 
ideas will hopefully infuse 
the city and build on the 
successes of the past few 
decades. There has been 
an incredibly strong mayor 
leading New York for most 
of the past 30 years and the 
city has gone from being 

thought of as ungovern-
able in the Lindsay era to a 
model of growth, safety and 
economic vitality to large 
cities around the world.

It is worth pausing for 
a second to think about the 
breathtaking changes the 
city has experienced under 
the steady and innovative 
guidance of Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg and his talented 
group of deputy mayors and 
commissioners.

As New York Universi-
ty Professor Mitchell Moss 
eloquently wrote in a recent 
New York Observer article, 
there may be a yearning for 
change in some quarters of 
the city’s Democratic Party, 
but history will be kind to 
Bloomberg’s legacy.

The visionary public 
health changes — particu-
larly the once-controversial 
smoking ban in public plac-
es — have not only extended 
life spans in New York, but 
also influenced other cities 
around the world to adopt 

these life-saving measures.
The rezoning of large 

swaths of the city — partic-
ularly the long-underused 
waterfront — has led to 
the revitalization of many 
neighborhoods, particular-
ly in Brooklyn and Queens.

The increase in park 
space and large tracts of 
open space, including the 
High Line in Manhattan, 
has made this a better and 
more enjoyable city for 
those who live here and the 
ever-increasing stream of 
tourists.

And the list goes on.
Bloomberg will go 

down as one of the greatest 
mayors in city history.

But now, because we 
should all believe that the 
arc of history is constantly 
bending toward progress, 
Bloomberg’s successor gets 
to pick priorities and ways 
to make our city a better 
place for all.

If it is de Blasio, which 
seems likely with the 

huge recent 50-point poll 
lead, then we can expect 
more attention paid to the 
middle class and the poor. 
De Blasio will champion 
the rights of middle-class 
workers and those trying 
to raise themselves up to 
the middle class.

There is no doubt the 
city has improved in many 
ways in the past few de-
cades, but there are still 
too many New Yorkers 
who struggle to make ends 
meet. Those New Yorkers 
will have a champion in de 
Blasio, and it’ll be interest-
ing to see what he can do 
to help them while also en-
suring that sectors such as 
Wall Street and the wealthy 
want to stay in the city and 
not look to more favorable 
tax states.

Change is generally 
good, and term limits sym-
bolize the political equiva-
lent of change. It is prob-
ably time to explore term 
limits for our legislatures, 

too, whether in Albany or 
Washington.

When you’re in a job 
that’s too secure and im-
mune to change, sometimes 
it leads to bad habits and 
forgetting the will of the 
people who elected you in 
the first place.

So when you vote in 
November and observe as 
a whole new team takes 
over the reigns of the city, 
remember that in the long-
term, change is good, even 
if there may be some initial 
bumps in the road.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Term limits force political change, which is a good thing

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BILL PARRY

The developer behind Man-
hattan’s Chelsea Market is busy 
transforming an old Long Island 
City warehouse, and one premi-
um cheese maker said he has al-
ready inked a deal to move in.

Jamestown Properties ac-
quired The Falchi Building, at 
31-00 47th Ave., last year for more 
than $80 million, property re-
cords show. The former Gimbel’s 
warehouse has more than 650,000 
square feet of mixed-use office 
space and takes up an entire 
city block. Filings with the city 
Department of Buildings show 
plans to install a new store font in 
the building’s lobby and renovate 
several floors.

Jamestown is in talks with 
vendors from Long Island City’s 
food-production incubator En-
trepreneur Space to take up resi-
dence within the location, Queens 
Economic Development Corp. 
spokesman Rob MacKay said.

One big name to sign a long-

term lease is Artisanal Brands 
Inc., makers of the Artisanal Pre-
mium Cheese brand popular in 

many city restaurants, according 
to the company’s founder.

Artisanal will move its en-

tire headquarters into The Falchi 
Building and open a ground floor 
retail space, with a cheese aging 

facility, as well as the first arti-
sanal cheese cafe, according to 
company founder and CEO Dan-
iel Dowe.

He expects the retail facility 
to be open in time for the holidays 
this year  with the cafe to follow at 
year’s end.

The two-year-long search for 
a property that was suitable for 
Artisanal’s headquarters led its 
founder to the warehouse section 
of Long Island City, just south of 
LaGuardia Community College.

Dowe said he is not con-
cerned the location might intimi-
date cheese enthusiasts.

“We’re going to bring a whole 
new dimension to the neighbor-
hood,” he said, adding, “it’s a 
transformational neighborhood 
that’s changing and gentrifying 
quickly.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Chelsea Market developer to open LIC location
Artisanal Brands Inc. is fi rst to sign on with planned corporate headquarters and a cheese café

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 10/11/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Construction is under way at the Falchi Building in Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The owner of a Middle 
Village bakery says he is 
being harassed after he 
and his wife were hit with 
$25,000 in fines by the city 
Commission on Human 
Rights for allegedly refus-
ing to hire a woman because 
she is black and for posting 
a discriminatory advertise-
ment on Craigslist.

Saputhanthri said the 
commission’s decision has 
already affected his busi-
ness. His shop has been 
egged, he has received 
phone calls in which call-
ers call him vulgar names 
and he has seen fewer cus-
tomers lately.

And, he said, the alle-
gations are just not true. 

“I am not racist,” he 
said. “We are living in the 
21st century.”

In September 2011, 
Framboise Pastry, at 64-59 
Dry Harbor Rd., posted a 
job ad seeking a counter girl 

on the website craigslist.
org, according to a court 
order provided by the com-
mission. A woman named 
Jamilah DaCosta applied 
to the job listing and was 
asked to come in for an 
interview after e-mailing 
with the owner of the bak-
ery, AJ Saputhanthri.

DaCosta was inter-
viewed by Saputhanthri’s 
wife, Patty Meimetea, who 
allegedly asked questions 
about her race, DaCosta 
said, according to the pub-
lic documents. When Da-
Costa told her would-be em-
ployer she was Jamaican 
and Lebanese, Meimetea 
allegedly said she would up-
set her husband if she hired 
a black person because she 
would scare away custom-
ers, the documents said.

Meimetea said she 
would have offered her a 
position at the back of the 
bakery had there been one 
available before allegedly 
pointing out to DaCosta 

the photos on the walls of 
the store, which pictured 
only white people, DaCosta 
said, according to the court 
order.

The bakery owner also 
allegedly told the prospec-

tive worker to apply for a 
job at Rego Park Pastry, 
because they did not care 
what the counter girls there 
look like, DaCosta said, ac-
cording to the documents.

DaCosta filed a com-

plaint with the Commis-
sion in December 2011.

The Commission’s Law 
Enforcement Bureau found 
probable cause that the al-
legations were true, accord-
ing to the court order. The 

bureau also determined 
that the original advertise-
ment violated the city’s hu-
man rights law because it 
expressed a gender-based 
preference.

According to the docu-
ments, the bakery owners 
said the position had been 
filled by the time DaCosta 
went in for her interview 
and that they suggested she 
go to the Rego Park bakery 
in an attempt to help her 
find a job.

A hearing was held 
in front of an administra-
tive law judge in March. 
Meimetea and Saputhran-
thri were not present, but 
they were represented by 
an attorney, according to 
the documents. They of-
fered no documentary evi-
dence to counter what Da-
Costa said, according to the 
court order.

Saputhanthri, who is 
Sri Lankan, also said he 
has always employed peo-

The Framboise Patisserie bakery in Middle Village was recently fined $25,000 by the city Commission 
on Human Rights. Photo by Bianca Fortis

MidVil bakery hit with $25K fi ne: Commission

www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

25% OFF

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Lake Grove
(631) 471-0007

3076 Middle Country Rd.
Wed-Sat 10am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 

Huntingon Area
(631) 760-9790

Proudly Made

on Long Island

1-800-BUY-FENCE

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

m-5pm

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Qualified in-stock fencing only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $2900.00 or more.   Expires 10/17/2013.  See store for details.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount 
pricing cannot be combined.  Sale price offer can not be combined with any other offers or discounts.   Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

BUY NOW AND SAVE
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD ON CUSTOM WOOD, 

PVC AND ORNAMENTAL ALUMINUM FENCING!

UP 
TO

*

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

JOIN US AT THE FARMINGDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL COLUMBUS DAY FAIR
SATURDAY OCTOBER 12th FROM 10am TO 5pm & SUNDAY OCTOBER 13th FROM 10am TO 4pm
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

Online at: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com   WE CARRY ALL NAME BRANDS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Brilliance® Pleated shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Country Woods® Exposé™

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Country Woods® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 
Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away
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Council Member Daniel Dromm (front l.) holds the commemorative sign with Richard Italiano’s 
family (l.-r.) son Brian , wife Carol, grandson Nicholas, daughter Cristina Stellmann, grandson 
Michael Richard and son-in-law Michael. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Center for the 
Women of New York will 
host its 26th annual World 
of Working Women Confer-
ence Friday, Oct. 18. The 
goal of the conference is to 
address one subject: how 
women can find jobs. The 
event will be held at the 
Sheraton LaGuardia East 
Hotel, at 135-20 39th Ave. in 
Flushing. There is no regis-
tration fee to attend.

Founded in 1987, the 
nonprofit strives to be a 
one-stop, walk-in resource 
center for women.

The keynote speaker 
at the conference will be 
Melinda Katz, a former city 
councilwoman who is cur-
rently running for Queens 
borough president.

There will be a two-
hour morning panel, mod-
erated by TimesLedger 
Newspapers Editor Roz 
Liston, which will feature 
a number of esteemed 
guests: Julie Cordero, vice 
president of operations for 
Reddy-Care Physical Ther-
apy; Gillian Gutierrez, a 
program analyst for the 

Women’s Bureau Region 
II office of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor; Cassandra 
Hill, community relations 
director for Delta Air Lines; 
Pauline Kuyler, a psychia-
trist at the Queens County 
Mental Health Association; 
Denise Doyle, recruitment 
manager at Nontraditional 
Employment for Women; 
Gloria Martin Amaya, com-
munity district manager at 
New York Life; and Nancy 
Baldwin, director of the 
engineering department at 
Northrop-Grumman.

Following the panel 

there will be a three-hour 
job fair, featuring repre-
sentatives from companies, 
government agencies and 
educational organizations 
available to discuss em-
ployment opportunities.

The conference will 
also include workshops on 
a variety of subjects, includ-
ing how to start a new busi-
ness, planning for financial 
security, writing résumés 
and using social media to 
find a job. There will also 
be information available 
about membership to the 
center and career training 
classes and programs.

The event will con-
clude with a “reality” fash-
ion show, in which partici-
pants will be selected from 
attendees. The fashion 
show is slated to be run 
by an organization called 
Fashion Societe.

For more information, 
visit cwny.org or call 718-
793-0672.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Queens Borough President can-
didate Melinda Katz will be the 
keynote speaker at the 26th an-
nual World of Working Women 
conference.

Late CB 4 manager honored

Center to hold conference 
to help women fi nd work

Registration 9:00 am
Panel Discussion 9:30 am – Noon
Career Fair 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm

SPEAKERS: (Phoenix Terrace) Keynote Speaker Honorable 
Melinda Katz, former New York City Councilwoman,
PANEL: 9:30-11:30am Moderator: Roz Liston, Editor, TimesLedger Newspapers
PANELISTS: Julie Cordero, Vice President of Operations, Reddy-Care Physical Therapy
Gillian Gutierrez, Program Analyst for the Women’s Bureau Region II Offi ce of the U.S. 
Department of Labor
Cassandra Hill, Community Relations, Delta Air Lines
Pauline S. Kuyler, M.D., Psychiatrist, Queens County Mental Health Assn.
Denise Doyle, Non-Traditional Employment for Women (NEW)
Gloria Martin Amaya, Community District Manager, New York Life
Nancy Baldwin, Northrop-Grumman, Director, Engineering Dept.
Lisa Boily, Economist, Employment Outlook, U.S. Dept. Bureau of Labor Statistics

THE CENTER FOR THE 
WOMEN OF NEW YORK

PRESENTS

T: 718.793.0672
W: cwny.org
E: centerwny@yahoo.com

NO 
REGISTRATION 

FEE

REMEMBER TO 
BRING YOUR 

RESUME

THE WORLD OF WORKING WOMEN
“Where are the jobs and how do we get them”

Conference and Job Fair
Friday, Oct. 18, 2013 9:00AM–4:00 pm

If you 
have a business 
that can provide 

benefi ts to our attendees, 
we invite you to 

participate by purchasing 
a booth for this event.

Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing, NY

Council Member Daniel Dromm was joined by officials and community mem-
bers in dedicating the corner of 102nd Street and Strong Avenue in Corona for the 
late Community Board 4 district manager,  Richard Italiano.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT FRANK FAZIO IN SEN. ADDABBO’S DISTRICT OFFICE AT (718) 738-1111

FREE JOB FAIR
Sponsored by NEW YORK STATE SENATOR JOSEPH ADDABBO, JR.

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK 

Friday, October 18, 2013
10 AM to 3 PM

THE SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK
8000 COOPER AVENUE
GLENDALE, QUEENS

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Free Parking available in the 
South Garage only.
This event will take place indoors

Open to the Public

NEW YORK
STATE SENATE
NYSENATE.GOV
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BY MICHAEL GIVANT

On a fall-like Friday 
early in September, a cold 
front moved through the 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Ref-
uge, a stopover for migrat-
ing birds on their annual 
southward journey.

On the east side of the 
refuge at a blind overlook-
ing Big John’s Pond, pho-
tographers are snapping 
pictures of small shore-
birds feeding at low tide. 
Looking at tiny, feeding 
semipalmated sandpipers, 
spotted sandpipers and yel-
lowlegs — all small shore-
birds — I understand why 
Kevin Karlson, a shorebird 
expert who held a walk here 
two weeks prior, calls them 
“marsh mice.” That is just 
what they look like.

Nearby at a clearing 
in the huge East Pond, my 
eyes hardly believe what 
they are seeing. What 
looks like a million cor-

morants are moving their 
black necks and heads in 
different directions. They 
resemble dancing eels. The 
number is probably 400. 
They all take flight at my 
appearance.

Further down the 
shoreline are 14 great egrets 
and four snowy egrets all 
clustered up. An osprey 
flies over the pond looking 
for fish. It is a sign the wa-
ter is shallow enough for 
them to hunt. At the pond’s 
south end, I see a solitary 
sandpiper, which does not 
remain for long. Taking off, 
the bird gives its character-
istic high call.

At the East Pond all the 
cormorants and egrets are 
gone, possibly feeding else-
where and fueling up for 
their long journeys to Flori-
da, the Bahamas, Cuba and 
the Gulf Coast. There are at 
least a dozen mute swans 
all looking like headless 
white masses while their 

long, tube-like necks and 
heads are submerged.

A few momentarily 
raise their heads out of the 
water holding long strands 
of vegetation, upon which 

they feed. Sounds of unseen 
birds come from the dense 
vegetation and trees. Soon 
the sounds become higher 
and louder, as if they are a 
warning that a predator is 

in sight. I see a small bird 
in the air that does not ap-
pear to be a falcon.

The sounds stop. Why?
Back at the blind by 

Big John’s Pond, I watch 

several semipalmated sand-
pipers feeding in the mud. 
A photographer who has 
been there all day wonders 
how they can feed for so 
long. These 6.25-inch birds 
winter from South Caro-
lina to Northern Brazil and 
need the energy provided 
by aquatic insects, bugs, 
crustaceans and worms.

Then I notice some 
tiny warblers to which the 
others have stopped paying 
attention. These tiny war-
blers are named redstarts 
and are black with orange 
streaks on their sides and 
tail.

The eye-catching birds 
have been here for hours 
and the photographers have 
become somewhat blasé 
about them. The redstarts 
are barely visible against 
dried leaves on mud and flit 
fast to a stick where they 
again do not rest for long.

What camouflage!

A solitary sandpiper in the muck at Big John’s Blind at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge looks for 
aquatic insects and crustaceans. Photo by Michael Givant

Jamaica Bay birds get ready for winter journey south
Cormorants and egrets abandon East Pond to feed elsewhere in preparation for trip to Gulf Coast

We’ll help you leverage the value of your home with competitive rates and personal attention 
you �ust won’t �nd at �igger �an�s� �t �side	 you’re a mem�er	 not a num�er� 
ome say hello� 

Qside Home Equity Loans 

Home Equity 
Loan 

4.25%
Fixed Rate, 
5-Year Term 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

3.75%
Variable Rate 

HELOC

��R� ��R�

� Rates applicable to all credit scores

� No prepayment penalties 

� Re�nancing and pre-approval available

� No points, application fees, 
transaction fees or annual fees

THE L�T 
�RE�T �E�L

IN NYC 
RE�L ET�TE

�is�o�e� t�e �ene�ts o	 Qside  
Home Equity Loans at QsideFCU.org.

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate
Rates subject to change without notice. Not all borrowers will qualify. 
Visit website for complete list of rates. Terms and restrictions apply. 

Recycling one glass bottle saves enough energy to power 
a computer for 30 minutes.
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68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

CK Campus Hosts Annual Harvest Festival
 Christ the King Campus hosted its annual Harvest Festival for the children of CK 
Community Daycare as well as its Pre-K students.  The youngsters spent the day playing 
games, pumpkin picking, face painting and enjoying bouncy rides and a petting zoo.  
 All members of the CK Campus participated in making the day an enjoyable experi-
ence. Christ the King High School students were on hand to help children enjoy the festivi-
ties. Students from Middle Village Preparatory Charter School, which is located on the CK 
Campus, wrote and illustrated charts and books about animals and the fall harvest through 
their research in science class, which were then donated to the Daycare and Pre-K pro-
grams for future lessons.
 “This year’s Harvest Festival was a collaboration amongst all the members of the CK 
Campus,” said President Michael Michel.  “This is the fi rst of many events to come that will 
bring together the different programs within the Campus, thus creating a close community 
environment for all.”
 Christ the King Campus is comprised of Christ the King High School, with nearly 900 
students; Christ the King Continuing Education, which offers classes to adults and chil-
dren; Christ the King Community Daycare, which provides daycare to children starting at 
6 weeks as well as a Pre-K program that offers three hours of free education to children 4 
years of age; and Middle Village Preparatory Charter School, which is an independent pub-
lic charter school, serving grades 6 through 8.
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BY BILL PARRY

The developer of an 
Astoria medical facility is 
planning to take several 
homeowners to court to ac-
cess their properties and 
fix problems residents say 
occurred during construc-
tion of the  8-story struc-
ture. 

Pali Realty, which is 
building the Medical Am-
bulatory Care Center, at 
23-25 31st St., is seeking a 
court order so it can gain 
access to the homeowners’ 
backyards, something the 
owners have refused to pro-
vide because of extensive 
damage they say the con-
struction has caused.

Pali Realty is repre-
sented by Driscoll Group 
Inc., led by lobbyist Bill 
Driscoll.

“In order to comply 
with the BSA ruling we 
have to go on to our neigh-
bors’ property to make the 
changes that they request-
ed,” Driscoll said. “We’ll 
go to court later this week 
seeking permission for ac-
cess.”

 When the building was 
80 percent complete in July 
2012 , an auditor found that 
the facility was too large 

and violated the local zon-
ing law, and 10 months lat-
er, the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals ruled 
that work could continue. 

But, because the build-
ing is oversized, there is no 
room to safely work on the 
rear of the facility, so ac-
cess to the neighbors’ yards 
is necessary so as to build a 
scaffold. 

The homeowners 
charged that the BSA rul-
ing allowing construction 
to resume gave away the 
only bargaining chip they 
had in the fight to be re-
compensated for damage.

“Fix our houses and 
we’ll give you access,” 
said Robert Draghi, whose 
home is at 23-26 32nd St. He 
said that five homes at the 
rear of the construction 
site have developed large 
cracks to their foundations 
that residents contend be-
gan when Pali Realty began 
the building’s steelwork in 
2012.

“They’ve never made 
any restitution for the dam-
age they’ve caused,” Draghi 
said, adding, “They wanted 
their building their way, 
and they just don’t care 
about the rest of the com-
munity.”

 City Councilmember 
Peter Vallone (D-Astoria), 
who represents the area, 
came to a conclusion in 
March that he preferred 
that the construction con-
tinue saying, “That’s a very 
difficult situation. I’m ex-
tremely unhappy about it 
but unfortunately, there’s 
no right way to do anything 
about it.”

However, the Astoria 
homeowners have some 
help from state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

“I often go out of the 
district, even to other bor-
oughs, because so many 
city agencies and the may-
or’s office turn a blind eye 
to these abuses,” Avella 
said.

Avella went on to point 
a finger at his colleagues in 
government, saying, “It’s 
my opinion that the real es-
tate businesses in this city 
are so powerful that politi-
cians are afraid to jump 
into the fray.”

Avella joined hom-
eowners at two small ral-
lies in May and again last 
month , which he and resi-
dents hoped would draw 
some attention to the prob-
lem.

Engineer’s photos show the damage to a property on 32nd Street, which borders a medical facility 
being built in Astoria. Photos courtesy Rob Draghi

Builder to sue residents
over access to Astoria lotsJUMP-START YOUR LIFE. 

JOIN THE JAMAICA Y. 
ALL ARE INVITED TO OUR 

COMMUNITY DAY 
 

 

0JOINER’S FEE
THRU OCT. 14TH
20% OFF ANY ADULT  
OR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

$

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12th 
9AM - 4PM

TRY OUR FITNESS CLASSES 
         INSANITY @ 9:00AM / DRUM ALIVE @9:00AM 

       ZUMBA PARTY @ 11:30AM/ URBAN DANCE @ 1:30PM 
  FAMILY SWIM 4:30PM (REGISTRATION @4:00PM ) 

ENTER TO WIN A GIRL’S BIKE @ 2:00PM
 

TOUR OUR NEWLY RENOVATED 
FITNESS CENTER. 

              
ASK ABOUT OUR Y PERSONAL FITNESS PROGRAM 

FREE WITH MEMEBERSHIP,  DIABETES PREVENTION,
OUR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

   89-25 PARSONS BLVD JAMAICA, NY 11432  
(718-739-6600)

Continued on Page 49
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King High School Hosts Open House
Christ the King High School hosted its annual Open House on Sunday, October 6, 2013. CK 
invited perspective student and their families to visit their facilities and view firsthand the 
experiences that the High School has to offer.  

More than 2,200 people visited Christ the King and took tours of the school.  Teachers and 
current and former students were on hand to offer tours and answer questions.

“Christ the King High School’s open house provided perspective students and their families 
the opportunity to tour our school and view personally the first class programs and facili-
ties our school has to offer,” said Principal Peter Mannarino. “The tremendous turnout of 
visitors is a testament to the hard work and efforts put in by the faculty and administration 
to make Christ the King a pillar of academic excellence.”

Pictured below are CK teachers guiding perspective students on a tour of the school. 
(Photos courtesy of Harisch Studio)

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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St. Mary’s Stars
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ANTIKA PIZZERIA

718-545-0555 | 36-09 30th Ave

www.antikapizzeria.com
Deal: Free bottle of wine with any 

entrée.

AVENUE CAFÉ

718-278-6967 | 3527 30th Ave
Deal: Free glass of wine with

any entrée or large salad.

BOURBON AND VINE

GASTROPUB AND WINE BAR

877-452-2830 | 36-05 30th Ave

www.bv30.com
Deal: Prix-fi xe wine dinner for two-

shared app, 2 entrées, bottle of wine, 

dessert.

BROOKLYN BAGEL & 

COFFEE COMPANY

30th Ave Location ONLY

718-777-1121 | 36-14 30th Ave

www.bkbagel.com
Deal: 10% off any purchase with

mention of restaurant week.

BUTCHER BAR

718-721-3035 | 37-08 30th Ave
Deal: Free side with a purchase of 

$15 or more.

CHICKEN SHACK

718-721-3035 | 35-02 30th Ave

Deal: Free glass of wine with dinner.

CRAVE ASTORIA

718-726-4978 | 28-55 36th St

www.craveastoria.com
Deal: Free bottle of house wine (white 

or red) with any purchase of $25 or 

more.

CREATE

718-204-0333 | 36-03 30th Ave

Deal: Free side with any sandwich.

DEMOLE

718-777-1655  | 42-20 0th Ave
Deal: Free orange juice with any 

breakfast meal until 3pm.

DILLINGERS PUB AND GRILL

718-956-5601 | 46-19 30th Ave

Deal: Amazing specials all week.

FLO CAFÉ

718-204-6096 | 37-20 30th Ave

www.fl ocafeny.com
Deal: One (1) free plate from our 

new tapas menu with the purchase 

of two (2) entrées (not valid during 

weekend brunch).

GANDI INDIAN CUISINE

718-956-7555 | 34-14 30th Ave

www.gandirestaurant.com
Deal: 3 course dinner for $12.

GRAND CAFÉ

718-777-7327 | 37-01 30th Ave

www.grandcafelounge.com
Deal: Free glass of napa valley red/

white wine with dinner.

KATCH

718-777-2230 | 31-19 Newtown Ave

Deal: Any burger, fries and brew $10.

LABOTTEGA ASTORIA CAFÉ

718-728-8620 | 40-17 30th Ave

www.labottegaastoria.com
Deal: Prix-fi xe deal: $19.95 per 

person for 4-course dinner; $9.95 

for lunch.

MAX BRATWURST UND BIER

718-777-1635 | 47-02 30th Ave

www.maxbratwurst.com
Deal: A free draft beer with every 

entrée.

MEXIBBQ

718-626-0333 | 37-11 30th Ave

www.mexibbq.com
Deal: Mexi-combo $15: Guacamole 

and tacos with happy hour beer. BBQ 

combo for $15: Fried pickles and 

burger with a happy hour beer. 

NAMASTE INDIAN 

RESTAURANT

718-262-2783 | 31-15 30th Ave
Deal: Early bird special, 3 course 

meal $14.95 11-7pm.

OVELIA PSISTARIA BAR

718-721-7217 | 34-01 30th Ave

www.ovelianyc.com
Deal: Free appetizer with any dinner 

entrée (limit of two per table).

PITA PAN

718-204-1633 | 37-19 30th Ave
Deal: Free drink with purchase of 

$15 or more.

PLAZA LOUNGE

718-726-2447 | 29-20 30th Ave

plazacafelounge.com
Deal: Free glass of wine with 

purchase of an entrée.

QUEENS COMFORT

718-728-2350 | 4009 30th Ave

Deal: Special of restaurant week.

SWEET AFTON

718-777-2570 | 30-09 34 St

www.sweetaftonbar.com

Deal: Burger and beer $12.

SWEETS ATHENS CAFÉ

718-626-2164 | 32-07 30th Ave
Deal: Free desserts with lunch/

dinner. 20% off on all other drinks.

TAPIOCO STORY

917-930-0515 | 27-22 30th Ave
Deal: Buy one get one free for black 

milk tea. 20% off on all other drinks.

TASTE OF ITALY

718-204-5427 | 29-16 Crescent St

Deal: Sunday special large pie $8.45. 

THAT’S A WRAP

718-278-9727 | 38-01 30th Ave

www.mmmThatsaWrap.com
Deal: Free 9oz smoothie with 

purchase of any wrap or panini.

THE SHADY LADY

718-440-9081 | 34-19 30th Ave
Deal: Free signature cocktail with 

order of tapas.

VIA TRENTA

718-545-2090 | 36-19 30th Ave

www.viatrenta.com
Deal: $9.95 Lunch specials Mon–Fri.
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BY BILL PARRY

A new supermarket is 
slated to open up in Sunny-
side Friday morning.

C-Town, a large and 
fully renovated store, is re-
placing a Foodtown, which 
ceased operations at 41-25 
Greenpoint Ave. in Decem-
ber.

“The neighbors are 
extremely excited because 
it was such a long wait for 
them,” said the store’s man-
ager, Victor Batista.

He noted that many 
Sunnyside residents are el-
derly and have a hard time 
getting to an Associated 
supermarket three blocks 
away.

Workers were stocking 
shelves Tuesday morning 
with brand-name groceries 
and the store’s own Kras-
dale label.

“We’re also trying to 
incorporate more organic 
products and more inter-
national foods as well,” Ba-
tista said.

 The manager added 
that the store’s new facade, 
equipment and flooring 
represent an upgrade over 
Foodtown, whose conten-
tious closing occurred last 
winter when the property 
owner, Maysa Realty, re-
fused to renegotiate the 
lease and allowed it to ex-
pire.

Nearly 30 long-term 
employees, mostly local 
residents, were reassigned 
to other locations in other 
boroughs, according to 
Foodtown. 

None of those former 
workers have applied for 
positions in the new super-
market, according to Ba-
tista who said, “I have met 

people who used to work 
here. If anyone were to 
come looking for work, we’d 
definitely consider them.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The new C-Town, at 41-25 Greenpoint Ave., is expected to make its debut this week. Photo by Bill Parry

Sunnyside C-Town set for its opening day

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Health
Information 
Technology1

www.PlazaCollege.edu
74-09 37 AVE., JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

The integral part of the “behind 
the scenes” medical field

1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 29-year-old man died 
after he was shot five times 
in front of a Springfield 
Gardens deli early Satur-
day, police said.

Emergency respond-
ers were called to 184-09 
140th Ave. at about 1:30 
a.m., found the victim and 
brought him to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead, authorities 
said.

The NYPD said no one 
was immediately arrested 
and the investigation into 
the unidentified man’s 
death was ongoing.

Naz Hajje, manager of 
King Deli Grocery Corp., in 

front of which the shooting 
took place, said he was sur-
prised by the violence.

“I’ve been here two 
years and never a problem,” 
he said.

He had closed up for 
the night at midnight Fri-
day — about an hour and 
a half before the murder 
— and said he plans to shut 
the store earlier now, at 
about 9 or 10 p.m.

Residents of the area 
said they heard between 
five and nine gunshots be-
fore police swarmed the 
street and an ambulance 
arrived.

Cora Thompson, who 
has lived less than a block 
away since 1996, said she 

first heard three shots, 
then three more, before a 
third set that sounded more 
distant.

“That’s the first time I 
have ever heard anything 
like that and I was scared,” 
she said.

Minutes later police 
were on scene, she said.

“My house was bright 
like as if I put the light on,” 
Thompson said.

Tyreek, 15, estimated 
that he heard five or six 
shots and described the 
Springfield Gardens neigh-
borhood as quiet.

“Every once in a while 
we hear gunshots, but no 
one pays attention,” he 
said.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

To help curb the surge 
in development affecting 
Ozone Park, the city is at-
tempting to rezone the 
neighborhood so rules bet-
ter reflect the neighbor-
hood’s residential charac-
ter.

Those plans took two 
steps forward recently 
when both Community 
Boards 9 and 10 voted to ap-
prove the proposed maps.

According to the De-
partment of City Planning, 
the rezoning effort was 
undertaken in response to 
concerns that the current 
zoning regulations do not 
reflect established build-
ing patterns or guide new 
development to appropriate 
locations.

The goal of the pro-
posed rezoning is to rein-
force the residential char-
acter of the neighborhood’s 
530 blocks, direct some resi-
dential and mixed-use de-
velopment to areas where 
there is mass transit and 
prevent commercial busi-
nesses from encroaching 

into residential areas.
Currently, Ozone Park 

is divided into seven zoned 
districts, which were imple-
mented in 1961.

According to City 
Planning, recent building 
trends have led to detached 
one- and two-family houses 
being demolished and re-
placed with multi-family 
buildings.

On Tuesday, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) encouraged 
the CB 9 to vote in favor of 
the changes, which he said 
were long overdue.

The board did approve 
them later that evening, 

and CB 10 had already vot-
ed in favor of the plan last 
week.

Ulrich said city plan-
ners studied the neighbor-
hood block by block and cor-
ridor by corridor to ensure 
the new maps accurately 
reflect the residential char-
acter of the community and 
allow for growth and de-
velopment along the com-
mercial strips of Rockaway 
Boulevard and 101st and 
Liberty avenues.

“I can tell you as some-
one born and raised in 
Ozone Park — my office is 
still there — it is positive 

The above map shows the boundaries of the ar-
eas that would be affected by a rezoning of Ozone Park. 

Map courtesy Department of City Planning

Police search for shooter in 
Springfi eld Gardens slay

Ozone Park rezone approved 
by two community boards

 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.

Continued on Page 52
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Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

*selection is based on lottery or random assignment

Are you looking for an internship opportunity? 

Earn up to $2,500 in 14 weeks!

YOUNG ADULT INTERNSHIP PROGRAM (YAIP)
A 14-week internship program for NYC young adults (16-24)

not working or in school.

Get work experience and training
in your field of interest!

Info Sessions: Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays

at 10 a.m.

Ongoing recruitment.

Call Sindy Rivera (718) 609-2131

LaGuardia Community College
Division of Adult and Continuing Education

Workforce Education Center  
29-10 Thomson Avenue  Room C-344

Long Island City, New York 11101
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BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

Queens College Presi-
dent James Muyskens will 
be stepping down from his 
position at the end of this 
year.

 Muyskens  spent nearly 
12 years as president of the 
four-year  college, which is 
part of the City University 
of New York system.

During his tenure, the 
20,000-student school was 
ranked second out of 378 
schools in the “Lots of Race/
Class Interaction” category 
of Princeton Review’s “Best 
378 Colleges” book. The cat-
egory is described as re-
flecting the amount of class 
and cultural diversity  at 
the school.

“President Muyskens 
has led Queens College with 
grace and skill through-
out his 12-year tenure. He 
has been a leader of the 
first rank , an inspirational 
guide for the college and its 
students. Queens College 
and the City University of 
New York are much in his 

debt,” interim CUNY Chan-
cellor William Kelly said in 
a statement.

Muyskens announced 
his resignation Sept. 30. 

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
said the long-time presi-
dent “provided steady lead-
ership and a vision for the 
future.”

“He was a visible pres-

ence in Queens College and 
the Queens community,” 
she continued, saying that 
Muyskens sent a positive 
message to students, facul-
ty and the community.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) also offered her best 
wishes to the outgoing pres-
ident and vowed to work 
closely with his successor.

“It has been a privi-
lege working with Presi-
dent Muyskens,” she said. 
“He has been a great leader 
for Queens College and our 
community. I want to thank 
him for his open-door pol-
icy, constant dialogue and 
partnership. I wish him 
the best and look forward 
to welcoming and working 
with the next president of 
Queens College.”

Muyskens oversaw 
$107 million in renovations 
to Powdermaker and Rem-
sen halls, according to a 
statement from CUNY.  He 
hired more than 300 profes-
sors and had a hand in up-
dating the school’s under-
graduate general education 
curriculum.

“President Muyskens 
has left an indelible mark 
on Queens College,” said 
Queens Borough President 
Helen Marshall in a state-
ment. “When he took over, 
just around the time I be-
came borough president, 
he immediately began to 
put the college on a firm 

Queens College President James Muyskens says he will leave his 
post at the end of the year. Photo by Christina Santucci

Qns. College president resigns after 12 years on job

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

MEDICAL ASSISTING1

Begin your career with a degree in
a field that gives you the clinical
experience to care for patients:

www.PlazaCollege.edu
1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

Continued on Page 52
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Now that children are 
back in school, fundrais-
ing by parent-teacher or-
ganizations and booster 
clubs kicks into high gear. 
Hard-working parent vol-
unteers host bake sales, 
festivals and a myriad of 
other events to raise funds 
for schools. But what if the 
worst happens and someone 
gets hurt? You may think 
the school will be liable to 
pay damages or medical 
expenses for injured par-
ties, but in most cases vol-
unteers themselves are on 
the hook.

“PTAs, PTOs, booster 

clubs, fund-raising com-
mittees and other com-
munity organizations are, 
98 percent of the time, not 
covered by a school dis-
trict’s insurance policies,” 
said Rob Nuccio, president 
and chief executive officer 
of RV Nuccio & Associates. 
Nuccio has nearly 40 years 
experience in the insur-
ance industry. “When a 
lawsuit occurs as a result 
of something that happens 
at an event, the private citi-
zens running the event and 
organization can find their 
personal assets at risk - 
home, vehicles, personal 

savings and even future 
wages.”

In trying to support 
their school financially, 
parents may find their 
own finances jeopardized. 
When a situation occurs, 
organizers may not only be 
at risk from legal action by 
injured parties, the school 
district itself may also draw 
the organization into legal 
problems, Nuccio said. And 
while this type of lawsuit 
is not very common, when 
it does occur the financial 
impact can be devastating, 
with awards tallying mil-
lions of dollars.

“That’s not to say you 
shouldn’t volunteer to sup-
port your school,” Nuccio 
said. “It’s just imperative 
that you take steps to pro-
tect yourself and everyone 
in your organization. And 
while anyone can sue for 
any reason at any time in 
the U.S., regardless of state 
volunteer protection laws, 
protecting yourself can go 
a long way toward reducing 
your risks.”

Nuccio offered some 
advice for school volunteer 
groups:

• Get insured. “Your 
school district’s insurance 

almost certainly doesn’t 
cover your organization,” 
he said. “Insurance is easy 
to get, affordable and abso-
lutely necessary. In most 
cases, less than $200 a year 
will buy you $1 million in 
coverage for issues rang-
ing from bodily injury to 
product liability.” Types 
of events/situations that 
require insurance include 
carnival rides or games, 
holiday fairs, babysitting, 
food sales, door-to-door 
fund-raising sales and 
more. 

• When using an out-
side vendor for attractions 

KNOW THE RISKS 
when planning a school fundraiser

like pony rides or bounce 
houses, make sure the ven-
dor is properly insured, 
and require them to pro-
vide trained staff to oper-
ate the attraction. Never 
let a volunteer manage the 
attraction.

• Keep events on school 
property. Never host some-
thing at a volunteer’s home 
or place of business.

• For product sales, 
avoid door-to-door selling, 
and encourage parents to 
never leave children un-
supervised when selling 
products.

• During car washes, 
never let anyone other than 
the owner of the vehicle 
drive it. Keep car washes 
small, manageable and 
tightly controlled.

• At a craft fair, don’t 
sell items that are small 
enough to choke a child.

• Avoid dunk tanks. 
Instead, substitute another 

Continued on Page 36
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OPEN 
HOUSE 
Sunday, 
October 20, 2013
Doors Open at 12:30 pm
Presentations in the auditorium 
beginning at 1:00pm, 2:00pm, 
& 3:00pm

ALL PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND 
THEIR PARENTS ARE WELCOME!

 FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi, 

718-886-7250 ext. 558
718-886-7257 (fax)
admissions@holycrosshs.org

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Flushing, New York, 11358
www.holycrosshs.org

Educating the minds and hearts of young 
men for leadership and service. 

Holy Cross High School, a Catholic Col-
lege Preparatory School in Queens, New 
York, educates the hearts and minds of young 
men following the educational and spiri-
tual vision of Blessed Father Basil Moreau, 
founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross. 

Holy Cross embraces students who refl ect 
social and economic diversity. The school 
strives to instill within each student a desire 
to identify and fully develop his talents while 
pursuing excellence in all his endeavors. 

Holy Cross varied academic programs 
and activities nurture and promote spiri-
tual, intellectual, creative, social and psy-
chological growth and development. The 
ultimate goal is the formation of “The Holy 
Cross Man.” 

Holy Cross High School, sponsored by the 
congregation of Holy Cross, demonstrates and 
teaches in the Catholic tradition. We believe 
this requires each person to recognize his 
need for the following: spirituality centered in 
Christ; a developed intellect; emotional, phys-
ical and social maturity; and an understand-
ing of the Christian truth of each persons de-
veloping relationship to other persons. 

The faculty and staff, administration 
and board of directors are dedicated to the 
spiritual development of young men who are 

moral, courageous and of service to others. 
We recognize that a student’s education and 
development are reinforced by his active 
participation in the school, the community 
and his place of worship. Civic and moral re-
sponsibility are exemplifi ed and promoted. 

The curriculum of Holy Cross High 
School is designed to stimulate interest, in-
tellectual curiosity and creativity. We strive 
to develop each student’s innate capacity for 
independent decision making, good judg-
ment and respect for others. 

It is through the integration of these spir-
itual and human potentials that a student 
will be capable of enjoying, contributing 
to and appreciating life and embracing the 
eternal God. 

Our philosophy is rooted in the vision of 
our founder, Blessed Basil Moreau and in the 
200 year old tradition of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross. We are part of network of Holy 
Cross education in the United States, which 
includes three universities, two colleges and 
14 secondary schools. If you fi nd yourself 
on the campus of the University of Notre 
Dame or in the hallway of Holy Cross High 
School, Flushing, the characteristics of a 
Holy Cross education remain the same. Visit 
www.holy-crosshs.org or call (718) 886-7250.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Two popular trends 
in American education are 
growing more common for 
high school students nation-
wide: online learning and 
career technical education 
courses.

Once considered an 
option for higher education 
only, online learning con-
tinues to attract younger 
students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade. In par-
ticular, full-time virtual 
public schools, that afford 
students the opportunity 
to learn anytime and any-
where there is an Internet 
connection, are a growing 
form of K-12 education.

An estimated 275,000 
students in kindergarten 
through 12th grades are 
getting their entire educa-
tion online from full-time 
virtual public schools like 
Baltimore-based Connec-
tions Academy, according to 
“Keeping Pace with K-12 On-
line & Blended Learning,” a 
report by Evergreen Educa-
tion Group. Still, other stu-
dents are choosing innova-
tive new blended schools 
like Nexus Academy, where 
online learning is combined 
with unique, brick and mor-

tar campuses.
Why are kids opting to 

go to school online? The rea-
sons are varied.

Connections Acad-
emy’s 2013 Parent Satisfac-
tion Survey showed when 
ranking the most important 
reasons for moving to an 
online school, 50 percent of 
parents said their child does 
not learn well in a tradition-
al school, while 43 percent 
expressed the need for flex-
ibility. Forty-two percent 
wanted a change from their 
current school environment 
and 37 percent wanted a safe 
learning environment. Plus, 
virtual public schools and 
blended schools are often 
tuition-free and part of the 
public education system.

At the same time, inter-
est in Career Technical Ed-
ucation is blossoming - and 
for good reason. The U.S. 
Department of Education 
found that students enrolled 
in CTE programs have a 
high school graduation rate 
of more than 90 percent, 
compared to the average na-
tional freshman graduation 
rate of 75 percent. Addition-
ally, 70 percent of students 
concentrating in CTE areas 

stayed in post-secondary ed-
ucation or transferred to a 
four-year degree program.

Responding to the 
growing demand for CTE 
and online learning, Con-
nections Academy recently 
expanded its traditional 
college-prep curriculum 
to include a series of Ca-
reer Technical Education 
courses - all delivered on-
line. Now, in addition to 
college prep, virtual school 
students can take courses 
like Introduction to Law, 
Accounting, Introduction to 
Criminal Justice, Medical 
Terminology and more.

“Career education isn’t 
a new idea, but increased 
awareness for CTE, coupled 
with the delivery online 
and to younger high school 
students, is really exciting,” 
said Dr. Patricia Hoge, chief 
academic officer for Con-
nections Academy. “Pro-
viding career education, 
even introductory courses, 
is a great way for students 
to ‘try-out’ a career that in-
terests them. And because 
courses like ours are deliv-
ered online, they provide 
more flexibility and person-

Online education becomes 
more popular with students

Continued on Page 36

More high school students are taking online classes and career training as part of their education. 
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FIND YOURSELF

BE YOURSELF

BECOME A
ST. AGNES

STUDENT

HoOp
13-20 124th Street

College Point, NY 11356

718-353-6276

www.stagneshs.org
Saturday, October 26,
10:00am to 12:30pm

Saturday, October 26, 2013
10:00am to 12:30pm

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Learn all you can before taking out a student loan
For many college-

bound students, savings, 
family contributions, schol-
arships, grants and a part-
time job won’t be enough 
to pay for college. For these 
students, borrowing may 
be the only way to make 
up the difference between 
available funds and college 
expenses.

Borrowing to pay for 
college is commonplace 
today as the Chronicle of 
Higher Education reports 
that more than 60 percent 
of America’s 20 million col-
lege students rely on stu-
dent loans to finance their 
education. A college stu-
dent today graduates with 
an average of $24,301 in 
student loan debt, accord-
ing to the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York, which 
also projects that there are 
approximately 37 million 
Americans who have out-

standing loan accounts.
While many students 

believe that loans are worth 
the investment in their fu-

ture, a growing number of 
borrowers are defaulting 
on their student loan debt. 
The Federal Reserve Bank 

of New York estimates that 
about 5.4 million student 
loan borrowers have at 
least one past-due student 

loan account.
Economists and policy-

makers alike worry about 
the long-term impact on 
recent graduates burdened 
with loan debt - many of 
whom may face challenges 
down the road in securing 
financing to buy a house or 
start a business.

To help parents and 
students learn more about 
college financing, FindLaw.
com, a website for free legal 
information, offers a free, 
downloadable mini-guide 
on student loan debt. Here 
are some additional tips:

• Start early, really ear-
ly. From the moment your 
child is born, start putting 
away a little bit each month 
toward his or her education. 
Use a state-run 529 plan or 
an IRA Coverdell account 
to save for college educa-
tion tax-free. Regardless of 
when you start saving for 

college, it’s never too late to 
put money aside to pay for 
college expenses.

• Apply to colleges you 
can afford. Carefully weigh 
the costs and benefits of an 
expensive school to a less 
costly institution. Students 
who graduate with little or 
no debt may have more free-
dom to take career risks, 
such as moving to a new 
city or taking a low-paying 
internship that offers valu-
able work experience.

• Explore financial 
aid options. Research and 
apply for all financial aid 
opportunities, even if you 
think you may not qualify. 
You can apply for federal 
student loans by complet-
ing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid.

• Compare financial 
aid packages. As you re-
ceive acceptance packages 

Continued on Page 36

Before signing up for more debt, spend time researching all aspects of a student loan. 
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alization for students while 
their teachers are better 
able to focus on the needs of 
individuals.”

Educators also say two 
factors may be boosting 
student demand for both e-
learning and CTE courses: 
the desire for 21st-century 
skills and workforce readi-
ness as well as the request 
for scheduling flexibility for 
older students to pursue in-
ternships and/or part-time 
employment.

Currently 14 million 
students are enrolled in 

CTE courses - encompass-
ing every state, with pro-
grams in nearly 1,300 public 
high schools and 1,700 two-
year-colleges, according 
to the National Center for 
Education Statistics. Many 
traditional brick and mor-
tar schools and districts are 
also making the new online 
CTE courses available to 
their students.

Educators and employ-
ers see CTE courses as help-
ing the country address our 
challenges of economic de-
velopment, student achieve-
ment and global competi-
tiveness. Students love their 
real world relevance, mixed 
with core academics.

Michael - Class of ’14
Communication Arts Major

Network News Sports Intern

I Got the
Experience 

I Needed for
an Amazing
Internship

Smal l  C o l l e g e .  B i g  D r eams .

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, Oct. 20th 10am - 2pm

SFC . edu2 3 4 5 A BC D N RF
Easily accessible from all major subway lines

St. Agnes Academic High School, an 
all-girl’s Catholic High School in Col-
lege Point, was founded in 1908 by the 
Sisters of St. Dominic. The school has 
a student body of 350 students and a 
staff of 30 teachers. 
A typical student/teacher ratio is 23:1. 
St Agnes provides a range of college-
credit courses within the following 
subjects: Science, English, History, 
Spanish, Psychology, Math and Art. 
In addition, St. Agnes offers a wide 
range of extracurricular activi-
ties, including sports, cheerleading, 
dance, and cooking club. Of particu-
lar note and achievement is college 
acceptance. 
Last year, the percentage of seniors 
accepted to college was an outstand-

ing 100%. The highest ranking 2013 
alumni attend schools of distinc-
tion, including Boston College, Ford-
ham University, St. Johns, Adelphi, 
Queens College, Molloy, St. Josephs, 
NYU and Columbia. 
St. Agnes prides itself on its school 
motto: VERITAS, which means 
truth. 
Open House 
Saturday, October 26, at 10am-

12:30pm

Scholarship Exam

Tuesday, November 5, at 4pm

Application can be found on our web-
site at www.stagneshs.org

Admissions Director: 
Mrs. Susan Nicoletti

Principal: Sister Joan Martin, O.P.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E

Educating Young Women for Leadership Since 1908

St. Agnes 

Academic High 

School

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Continued from Page 34

Online

from colleges and universi-
ties, pay close attention to 
the financial aid programs 
offered by each school to 
determine which offers 
the best option to finance 
your college education.

• Research scholar-
ships. Continuously apply 
for scholarships through-
out your college years to 
defray expenses. Keep 
your eyes open for oppor-
tunities. Professors, for 
example, are often aware 
of scholarship opportuni-
ties and are an excellent 
source for references when 
applying for certain schol-
arships or aid packages.

• Consider the job pros-
pects for your major. Before 
declaring a major, research 
post-college career pros-
pects. What types of jobs 
are people getting with the 
major you’re interested in? 
How much are they making 
in your part of the country? 

For example, if you need to 
take out $50,000 in student 
loans to obtain a degree 
that results in a job that 
typically pays about $35,000 
per year, you may want to 
rethink your major.

• Understand your 
loans. Not all student 
loans are the same. Some 
have higher interest 
rates. Some offer different 
terms to defer payment 
while a student is pursu-
ing another degree. Some 
allow you to start paying 
the interest immediately, 
while you’re still in col-
lege, to lower the loan’s 

overall cost. Before con-
sidering student loans 
from a private lender, seek 
information and apply for 
federal student loans such 
as Stafford, Perkins and 
PLUS loans. Also talk to 
your college to see if it of-
fers an institutional stu-
dent loan program. Pri-
vate loans can come with 
higher interest rates and 
more fees, so it’s best to 
explore your options.

• Think twice, par-
ents. Parents who co-sign 
for a child’s loan are re-
sponsible for that debt in 
the event that their son 

or daughter can’t pay it. 
While you may want to 
help your child achieve 
his or her dreams, don’t 
put your retirement years 
in jeopardy by cosign-
ing on expensive private 
loans with high interest 
rates. Instead, help your 
child start building a pos-
itive credit history in his 
or her teenage years and 
teach kids to take finan-
cial responsibility for the 
debt they incur.

To learn more about 
student loans and student 
loan debt, visit FindLaw.
com.

form of watery fun. Invite 
participants to throw wet 
sponges at the principal or 
favorite teacher. Be sure the 
principal wears safety gog-
gles to shield eyes from pos-
sible debris in the sponge.

• Keep events small. 
Avoid events that will 
draw 1,000 or more people. 
The larger the event, the 
more difficult it will be to 
manage risk.

“Finally, although it 
should go without saying, 
never host any school-re-
lated activity that involves 
firearms, fireworks, bon-

fires, alcohol or pyrotech-
nics,” Nuccio said. “The 
risks associated with those 
things will far outweigh 
the fund-raising benefits.”

Proactive steps can 
help ensure your school 
fundraiser is safe for ev-
eryone, including the vol-
unteers who work so hard 
to make it a success.

Continued from Page 35

Continued from Page 35

Loan

Fundraiser
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OPEN HOUSE

          Like no other school. 
                                Like no other students.

TACHS Code: 016
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The Mary Louis Academy:  Preparing Young Women For College And Beyond
The Mary Louis Academy is a four-

year college preparatory school for 
young women sponsored by the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph of Brentwood, New 
York. TMLA students enjoy a chal-
lenging academic curriculum in an at-
mosphere that requires excellence and 
respect for all. Our curriculum follows 
the Catholic doctrine and we have nu-
merous opportunities for service, for-
mation, and retreats. 

The Mary Louis Academy is ac-
credited by the NYS Board of Regents 
and the Middle States Association of 
Schools and Colleges. TMLA has a 
100% graduation and college accep-
tance rate. One hundred percent of 
each graduating class receives a NYS 
Regents Diploma. AP courses are of-
fered in every major academic disci-

pline. Students may earn college credit 
through courses offered in affi liation 
with St. John’s University. 

Honors level courses are offered for 
freshman in English, Social Studies, 
Living Environment and Integrated 
Algebra. Last year TMLA graduates 
earned more than $31 million in aca-
demic scholarships and grants to col-
leges and universities.

TMLA offers a program in Fine 
Arts with a focus on art or music. 
French, Italian, Latin and Spanish are 
offered.  

Our school network provides wired 
and wireless internet access to the 
entire campus. SMARTBoards with 
internet connections are in all class-
rooms and resource areas. Also offered 
are ipads, nooks, SMARTTablets and 

other electronic learning devices. Stu-
dents may bring their own technology 
to the school for academic use only.

TMLA has a wide variety of extra-
curricular activities and clubs that 
help students become integrated indi-
viduals.  

Each class year is guided by the 
same class dean and a guidance coun-
selor for four years. TMLA has a full-
time college counselor on campus. SAT 
prep courses are offered at a nominal 
fee.

TMLA offers a balanced, high-qual-
ity athletic program with more than 25 
competitive teams competing in both 
the Brooklyn/ Queens and Nassau/ 
Suffolk Catholic High School Athletic 
Association. (CHSAA).

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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  OPEN
   HOUSE

Your future starts here.
Go further.

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

For more information and to register visit 

www.qcc.cuny.edu/OpenHouse

Queensborough Community College is proud to offer a 
new academic initiative, the Queensborough Academies. 
Each of the five Academies provides students with special 
learning opportunities and activities, along with person-
alized guidance from an Academy Adviser. All students 
will participate in at least two high-impact learning ex-
periences, such as service-learning, e-portfolios, learning 
communities, writing intensive courses, and more. Spe-
cial events and field trips related to the student’s Academy 
are offered to reinforce what they learn in the classroom, 
such as trips to museums, performances, laboratories, etc. 
The program is available for all full-time students, in all 
areas of study, for their entire academic career at Queens-
borough -- one of the few community colleges in the coun-
try offering such a program on this scale.

Personal academic advisement is a key ingredient of 
the Queensborough Academies. Every new student – fresh-
man or transfer – is assigned an Academy Adviser who 
becomes their personal guide throughout their college 
career at Queensborough through program planning, se-
lection of courses, understanding of degree requirements, 

and more. The Academy Adviser is the “go-to” person 
for many issues related to student success. The initiative 
matches every full-time student to an adviser based on 
their area of study in one of the five Academies: Business; 
Liberal Arts (including Education and Criminal Justice); 
Health Related Sciences; Visual and Performing Arts 
(VAPA); and Science, Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM).

On the heels of this new initiative comes the brand new 
Queensborough Academies subsite, designed to provide 
current and prospective students with access to informa-
tion on curriculum, transfer agreements and potential ca-
reers.

For more information on these and other academic ini-
tiatives exclusive to Queensborough Community College 
visit: www.qcc.cuny.edu.

Queensborough Community College Launches Major Academic Initiative
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BY PHIL CORSO

State Sen. Tony Avella 
joined Virginia Werner, 
Bellerose’s Miss New York 
Senior America 2013, to 
greet seniors at the Servic-
es Now for Adult Persons 
center in Queens Village 
Monday.

Werner was chosen as 
the winner of the Miss New 
York Senior America orga-
nization’s annual honoring 
of senior women of achieve-
ment and has been dubbed 
a role model of the dignity, 
maturity and inner beauty 
of all senior Americans, 
Avella said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

The Senior Steppers show off their moves at SNAP. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Avella greets boro’s seniors

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 

READY-TO-BUY
Find out how to make your website 

easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

Miss New York Senior America 2013 Virginia Werner speaks to visi-
tors as state Sen. Tony Avella looks on. Photo by Ken Maldonado

we said we will fight ... and 
we not only fought but we 
won!”

Patt Terrelongue, 
president of the Claude B. 
Govan Tri-State Chapter of 
the Tuskegee Airmen Inc., 
said she grew up in the Ja-
maica area, where many 
airmen and their families 
moved to in the 1950s.

She said the veterans 
were on par with the fa-
mous jazz musicians who 
called southeast Queens 

home in terms of the admi-
ration the Tuskegee Air-
men inspired.

“Having that positive 
reinforcement, we always 
felt blessed,” she said. 
“They guided us. They nur-
tured us, even though we 
were wild children.”

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), who 
is sponsoring the bill to re-
name the stretch of South 
Road between Merrick 
Boulevard and Remington 
Street “Tuskegee Airmen 
Way,” said the area is one 
notorious for prostitu-
tion, drugs and gangs, but 

thinks the proposed street 
name would help to uplift 
the area.

“To rename South 
Road to something as noble 
as Tuskegee Airmen Way 
does more to help us just re-
brand, if you will, but helps 
us to let all the young men 
and women that are com-
ing up know that this is 
something to look forward 
to,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 10

Airmen
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Photographer Joseph O. Holmes has 
spent the last couple of years capturing the 
waning era of purveyors of a once robust 
industry: movie house projectionists and 
their work spaces. 

His new show, The Booth: The Last 
Days of Film Projection, opened last Fri-
day at the Museum of the Moving Image in 
Astoria and includes almost three dozen 
images of movie projectionists. 

“I’ve done several projects on work 
spaces that are out of view of the public,” 
said Holmes. “I find it fascinating that 
there are work spaces that people never 
see. It’s only when I started visiting the-
aters that I heard this was going away.”

Add 35mm film to the list of 20th-cen-
tury objects that won’t see too much of the 
21st century. 

By last year, nearly two-thirds of the 
movie theaters in the United States had 
converted to digital projection. Instead of 
a case of film reels holding the latest block-
buster releases, cinemas receive a piece 
of equipment similar to a computer hard 
drive that contains the movie. 

A digital projectionist keys in a code 
and, voilá, it’s show time. 

“It is way less expensive for distribu-

tors to send digital prints,” Holmes said. 
Holmes admits most audience mem-

bers, including himself, wouldn’t be able 
to tell the difference between the film and 
digital versions, unless the film had been 
scratched along its journey. 

“To me that’s a warm feeling, like 
hearing a pop on a vinyl record,” he said. 

But Holmes’ project isn’t interested 
in making a statement about the future 
of moviegoing. Rather, he is intrigued by 
these men and women who spend most 

of their working hours in dark, cramped 
rooms, usually alone, watching the roll of 
film flutter its way through the projector. 

“The biggest surprise for me was the 
diversity of the projectionists,” Holmes 
said. “They ranged in age from their 20s up 
to their 70s. I was surprised to see young 
people in what is a dying industry.”

Diverse also describes the paths that 
brought each of the subjects in Holmes’ 
show to the projection booth. 

Some were taking their place in the 
family business, Holmes said. Others had 
simply stumbled into it.

An image of Fred Baez is included in 
Holmes’ show. Baez has worked at the Mu-
seum of the Moving Image for a little more 
than 17 years. He falls into the stumbled-
into-it category. He had been working as an 
assistant manager at a multiplex theater 
and was trained on how to run the projec-
tor.

“I just really took a liking to it,” Baez 
said. 

But he quickly realized there was more 
to the job than just being able to thread the 
film through the machine. 

Non-digital cinemas run the film 
from the projector onto a piece of equip-
ment called a platter. The platter is a large 

THEY LIGHT UP THE SCREEN
New exhibit at Museum of the Moving Image focuses on fi lm projectionists

Continued on Page 46

Photographer Joseph O. Holmes captures Manhattan Film Forum’s projectionist Ed Ko (above) in the 
theater’s projection booth. Holmes also made this image (top) of the editing table at the Avon Theater 
in Stamford, Conn. Photos courtesy Joseph O. Holmes



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 1

1—
17

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

42

sudoku Answers in Sports

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Easy #59 Hard #59

W
eek 15

Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Give musician Jia-yi He 30 
minutes, and he’ll help you mas-
ter the basics of playing classical, 
blues, jazz and country tunes just 
by breathing.

Forest Hills resident He is 
one of the top musicians in the 
world on the harmonica. He has 
released CDs, had composers ded-
icate symphonies to him and next 
week returns to Carnegie Hall to 
accompany the Japan Harmonica 
Association in its debut at the 
venerable concert hall.

“I was 11 years old when I 
started playing,” He said. “Unlike 
with the piano or violin, where 
you have to start when you’re lit-
tle to master, with the harmonica 
there is no age limit.”

He picked up his harmonica 
habit after watching his older 
sister play a tremolo one. Un-
like the small harmonica people 
think of cowboys playing around 
the campfire — which is actu-
ally a diatonic harmonica — the 
tremolo is much larger and uses a 

double reed to produce its sound. 
Each reed is tuned slightly 

different from a single reference 
note. This allows one reed to cre-
ate a somewhat sharp sound and 
the other to produce the slightly 
flat notes. 

“It is just like the piano,” He 
said. “One [reed] is like hitting 
the white keys and the other is 
like hitting the black keys.”

The third major type of har-
monica is called the chromatic 
and uses a button-activated slid-

ing bar to redirect air from the 
mouthpiece to the reed.

But next week’s concert will 
focus on the tremolo harmonica 
and specifically Japan Harmoni-
ca Association President Chiang-
Ming Cheng’s innovated method 

of playing it. 
Cheng developed a perfor-

mance style that allows the musi-
cian to play the melody and har-
mony on a single instrument. 

“People say his concerts are 
like an education,” He said. 

He’s daughter, Jenny, who 
often accompanies her father on 
the piano at his concerts, hopes 
the learning doesn’t stop with one 
type of harmonica. 

“It looks like a very simple 
instrument,” she said. “But that’s 
not true. The more techniques 
they learn, the more they can 
push the instrument.”

By altering their breathing 
and manipulating their tongues 
and lips, musicians can produce 
different types of sounds, Jenny 
said. 

The technical term is note 
bending and it involves having 
the musician vary the air pres-
sure that moves across the reed.

He demonstrates as he pulls 
another one of his 300 harmoni-
cas from a case in his Forest 

Concert strikes chord with harmonica enthusiasts 
Forest Hills resident Jia-yi He is world-class musician on a mission to earn instrument more respect

Jenny He (l.) and her father, Jia-yi He, perform a duet on harmonicas during one of their concerts. Photo courtesy Jia-yi He

Continued on Page 44
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Whitestone Bake Shop
BREAD BAKED DAILY ON PREMISES

ITALIAN BREAD - BUY 2, GET 1 FREE!

      .

25-15 Parsons Boulevard, Flushing NY 11354

10% OFF Special Order Cakes

11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE
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 34.  Mouse to a hawk

 35.  Unhealthy chest sound

 36.  Chewing like a beaver

 38.  Coffee dispensers

 39.  Sacred image: Var.

 43.  Sunday event

 44.  Numbskulls

 45.  Landscape painter Claude

 47.  Walesa's people

 48.  Steer clear of

 49.  Kitchen appliance

 50.  Passover meal

 51.  Greenish-blue

 52.  Think (over)

 53.  The "B" of N.B.

 54.  Raise

 55.  Bushy do

 58.  Sushi selection

 59.  "Waking ___ Devine"  

  (1998 film)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

October 11-17, 2013

By Ed Canty

Royalties

Across

 1.  Largemouth, for one
 5.  Spheres
 9.  Lint
 14.  Soothing plant
 15.  Part of a yard
 16.  Eagle's nest
 17.  Lion's title
 20.  ___ a happy note
 21.  Appraise once again
 22.  School boards?
 25.  Banned agrochemical
 26.  Lie at rest
 28.  Roper undertaking
 32.  One signing off
 36.  Aladdin associate
 37.  Obi-wan Kenobi portrayer
 40.  Sound, as a bell
 41.  Little Rock's state
 42.  Eye sore
 43.  Tiny swimmer
 45.  Wacko
 46.  SWAT team members
 51.  Dessert of chilled fruit  
  and coconut
 56.  Brightest stars
 57.  Anne and Elizabeth I, e.g.
 60.  Arm bones
 61.  Genealogist's work
 62.  Just beat
 63.  On the ball
 64.  Auctioneer's cry
 65.  Crystal ball user

Down

 1.  Makes bread
 2.  Dress style
 3.  Weather balloon

 4.  Utah lilies
 5.  Broadway opening?
 6.  Decay
 7.  Nobel physicist Niels
 8.  Knight mares?
 9.  Goethe's soul seller
 10.  Cataract site
 11.  Prod
 12.  French son
 13.  Lawyers' charges
 18.  Hot, in Vegas
 19.  Shade of green
 23.  "___ Only Just Begun"
 24.  Some houses are built on it
 27.  Heart, for one
 28.  Brown alternative
 29.  Aces, sometimes
 30.  Actress Kudrow
 31.  Not as much
 32.  Questions
 33.  Pub serving

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

IN A FOWL MOOD
L A M B M A R I O S P A T
O G E E B L A N C T O N Y
W A D D L E L I K E A D U C K
E V A D E N U L L N E E
R E L E A S E P O K E D

D R A M A T A X C U T
A R I R E N O L E A V E
N O S P R I N G C H I C K E N
T E R R A D E C I E A T
I S A A C S L U K E S

E Y I N G R E S T A M P
E L L N O N E A O L E R
G O I N G C O L D T U R K E Y
I O T A A M B E R R I S E
S T E P T E E N Y S E E R

FILM

Karaoke at the Movies: “The 
King and I” — Why just watch 
the movie when you can sing 
and dance along with the stars 
on screen? This family-oriented 
series shows musicals with 
captions, so you don’t even 
need to know the words. There 
will even be a prize for most 
enthusiastic audience member.
When: Saturday, Oct. 12, 7:30 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

The Complete Howard Hawks 
— The Museum of the Moving 
Image celebrates legendary 
Hollywood director Howard 
Hawks with two months of 
screenings. Hawks created 
iconic fi lms in every genre 
including “His Girl Friday,” 
“Scarface” (1932), “The Big 
Sleep” and “Rio Bravo.”
When: Through Nov. 10, for 
complete schedule check out 
MOMI’s website
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Screenings are included 
in the cost of admission: $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Empire Drive-In — An art 
installation turns 60 junked 
vehicles into an old-time drive-
in complete with 40-foot screen 
and concession stand. Each 
program includes screenings, 
live music and performances. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

When: Through Sunday, Oct. 20
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $5 to $20
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Biala: Vision and Memory — 
The fi rst comprehensive survey 
of Janice Biala’s work, known 
for her charming interiors, still-
lifes and landscapes.
When: Through Oct. 26; Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7 pm; 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Queens College Godwin-
Ternbach Museum, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., 405 Klapper Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

Silent Beaches, Untold 
Stories: New York City’s 
Forgotten Waterfront — An 
interdisciplinary exhibition 
exploring the city’s waterfront 
areas that are remote, neglected 
or little known to the public.
When: Through Nov. 9; Tuesday 
- Friday, 10 am - 5 pm; Saturday, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: St. John’s University, Dr. 
M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
academics/centers/yehgallery

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 

around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/
Beijing 1930 — This exhibition 
marks the fi rst time Noguchi’s 
fi gurative ink scrolls have been 
displayed alongside works 
by the master ink painter, Qi 
Baishi, whom Noguchi studied 
with in 1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

EVENTS

It’s My Park Day — Join 
the West Cunningham Civic 
Association in planting daffodil 
bulbs and pulling weeds in 
Cunningham Park. Volunteers 
will also pick up trash and put 
down mulch. Bring gloves.
When: Saturday, Oct. 12, from 10 
am - Noon
Where: Cunningham Park, 
Francis Lewis Boulevard and 
Union Turnpike, Jamaica Estates
Contact: (718) 217-6452
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Peking 1930 — Writer and 
historian Paul French, author of 
“Midnight in Peking,” seeks to 
explain Peking in 1930, the city 
itself, the people who live there 
and the effect both had on the 
art of Isamu Noguchi.
When: Sunday, Oct. 13, 3 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members

Hills apartment. As He 
blows into the harmonica, 
it sounds exactly like some-
one plucking the strings 
of a violin. A quick shift 
around and the noise com-
ing from the instrument is 
of a mandolin. 

Through his concerts 
and his teaching at Man-
hattan’s Turtle Bay Music 
School, He hopes to convey 

that the harmonica is not 
a toy but a serious instru-
ment on par with anything 
else played in an orchestra. 

But, Jenny said, that 
doesn’t mean it cannot also 
be fun.

“Anyone can play it,” 
she said. “As long as you 
can breathe you can play it. 
And for older students, that 
allows you to still express 
yourself.”

The Japan Harmonica 
Association concert at Car-

negie Hall is on Monday, 
Oct. 14, at 8 pm. A free, pre-
concert event will take place 
at Turtle Bay Music School, 
244 E. 52nd St., on Saturday, 
Oct. 12, at 5 pm. Free tickets 
for the Carnegie Hall show 
will be available at the Oct. 
12 concert. For more infor-
mation, e-mail hejiayi@ya-
hoo.com.

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at kzimmer-
man@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4541.

Continued from Page 42

Concert

Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Louis Armstrong House 
Museum 10th Anniversary — The 
anniversary bash includes live 
performances, Creole cuisine 
based on Armstrong’s recipes and 
the fi rst showing at the house of 
the Armstrong Life Mask, which 
was recently restored. 
When: Tuesday, Oct. 15, 
beginning at 6 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th St., Corona
Cost: $30, $45 and $100. 
Tickets must be purchased in 

advance.
Contact: (718) 478-8274
Website: www.
LouisArmstrongHouse.org

Halloween Harvest Festival 
— This annual tribute to the 
season includes artist-led 
costume-making workshops, 
live music, face painting and 
the Canine Costume Contest.
When: Saturday, Oct. 19, from 11 
am - 3 pm, rain or shine
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Harvest Fest & Pumpkin 
Patch — Queens Botanical 
Garden celebrates the season 
with its third annual Harvest 
Fest. The family-friendly event 
includes entertainment, crafts 
vendors, children’s activities 
and a nature walk. You can also 
decorate your own pumpkin in 
the Pumpkin Patch. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 20, from 11 
am - 6 pm

Continued on Page 46
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Michelin has just released a list 
of “Bib Gourmands” restaurants.

These restaurants were de-
fined by Michelin’s inspectors as 
“Favorites for Good Value.” Bib 
Gourmand restaurants offer two 
courses and a glass of wine or des-
sert for $40 or less (tax and gratu-
ity not included), and are often of 
most value to a city’s residents, 
who regularly dine in neighbor-
hood restaurants. 

Of the 138 recipients of the 
designation this year, 20 are in 
Queens. Of the 20, you read about 
18 of them first in the Dining Out 
column of this newspaper. 

Here’s the list:
Alobar (New American), 46-

42 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City, 
718-752-6000

Andy’s Seafood & Grill (closed)
Ayada (Thai), 77-08 Woodside 

Ave., Elmhurst, 718-424-0844
Basil Brick Oven Pizza (Piz-

za), 28-17 Astoria Blvd., Astoria, 
718-204-1205

Bistro 33 (New American), 
19-33 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, 718-
721-1933

Bunker (Vietnamese), 46-63 
Metropolitan Ave., Ridgewood, 
718-386-4282

Casa Enrique (Mexican), 
5-48 49th Ave., Long Island City, 
347-448-6040

HinoMaru Ramen (Japa-
nese), 33-18 Ditmars Blvd., Asto-
ria, 718-777-0228

Hunan House (Chinese), 137-
40 Northern Blvd., Flushing, 718-
353-1808

Hunan Kitchen of Grand Si-
chuan (Chinese), 42-47 Main St., 
Flushing, 718-888-0553

Il Poeta (Italian), 98-04 Met-
ropolitan Ave., Forest Hills, 718-
544-4223

John Brown Smokehouse 
(Barbeque), 10-43 44th Drive, 
Long Island City, 347-617-1120

Little Pepper (Chinese), 18-24 
College Point Blvd., College Point, 
718-939-7788

Lu Xiang Yuan (Chinese), 42-
87 Main St., Flushing, 718-359-2108

Mamak House (Malaysian), 
35-20 Farrington St., Flushing, 
718-886-4828

Ornella (Italian), 29-17 23rd 
Ave., Astoria, 718-777-9477

Salt & Fat (New American), 
41-16 Queens Blvd., Sunnyside, 
718-433-3702

Tang (Korean), 196-50 North-
ern Blvd., Flushing, 718-279-7080

Uncle Zhou (Chinese), 83-29 
Broadway, Elmhurst, 718-393-
0888

Zabb Elee (Thai), 71-28 
Roosevelt Ave., Woodside, 718-
426-7992.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant crit-
ic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining 
in America’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Michelin dubs 20 borough restaurants trés bon

Salt & Fat’s dish of Prince Edward Island mussels with Thai oyster sauce and Chinese sausage, topped with a frizz of crisply 
fired shallots. The Sunnyside eatery was among 20 Queens restaurants to be named a “Bib Gourmands” by Michelin. 
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PRODUCTIONS

“Love’s Labors Lost” — 
Easy Leap Theatre Company 
presents an all-female version 
of Shakespeare’s comedy about 
a group of young men looking 
to outsmart love. 
When: Friday, Oct. 11, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Community 
College’s Little Theater, 31-10 
Thompson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free but register by e-mail 
to rsvp-lpac@lagcc.cuny.edu
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lagcc.cuny.edu/
LPAC

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — The Queens Players 
present the Shakespeare 
comedy re-imagined in a circus 
setting. 
When: Through Oct. 12, Thursday 
to Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“Arms and the Man” — 
Standard Bear Productions 
and Byronic Women presents 
George Bernard Shaw’s satire 
on the ironies of war and the 
fallacies of romantic idealism. 
When: Through Oct. 13, 
Wednesday - Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — TITAN Theatre Co. 

theatrebythebayny.com

“Legally Blonde, The 
Musical” — FSF Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
Broadway musical version 
of the hit movie about a L.A. 
sorority girl who follows her 
man to Harvard Law and learns 
being true to oneself is always 
in fashion. 
When: Nov. 3 to Nov. 17, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $18, $15/seniors and 
children 10 and under
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.fsfctg.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

St. Andrew Avellino Theatre 
Group — The Andrean 
Players in Flushing has been 
staging high-quality theater 
for half a century. It is now 
recruiting to fi ll various 
positions, including director, 
set-designer, choreographer, 
lighting and sound director. 
There are openings for make-
up, costumes, fund-raising, 
ticketing and refreshments.  
Contact: theandreanplayers@
gmail.com, put “support” 

presents its version of the 
Shakespeare comedy with a 
twist. Except for the role of 
Puck, each actor won’t fi nd out 
what part they are playing until 
names are drawn in front of the 
audience each night. 
When: Oct. 18 through Nov. 3; 
Thursday at 7:30 pm, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
4 pm, Monday, Oct. 21 show at 
7:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15 - $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“The Graduate” — Queens 
Theatre opens its season 
with a live performance by 
radio theater company L.A. 
Theatre Works of the theatrical 
adaptation of the classic 1960s 
novel and fl im. 
When: Oct. 25, Oct. 26 and 
Oct. 27
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $49/general seating, $25/
rear seating
Contact: 718-760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Guys and Dolls” — A musical 
fable of Broadway based on 
the stories by Damon Runyon. 
This classic American musical 
includes such standards as 
“Luck Be A Lady Tonight,” “Sit 
Down You’re Rocking the Boat” 
and the title number. 
When: Nov. 2 to Nov. 17, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.

horizontal wheel that col-
lects the film after it runs 
past the machine’s light 
— it basically serves as 
the take-up reel like those 
in old-school 8-track tape 
players. Once a film has 
been rolled onto the plat-
ter, the projectionist is 
able to restart the movie 
without having to rewind 
it. Of course, being a piece 
of machinery, sometimes 
the platter misfires and 
the film doesn’t roll into a 
nice, neat package. 

“If something goes 
wrong you can destroy the 
print,” Baez said. “These 
[films] are becoming arti-
facts and we have to treat 
them like artifacts.”

Several of Holmes’ piec-
es include relics of an earlier 
time in film projection. 

One shows an edit-
ing table with magnifying 
glass and white glove. Pro-
jectionists often examine 
each frame of the film for 
scratches and use the glove 

to remove dirt and grime 
from the reel. Another 
shows a viewing area with 
a recliner, folding chair 
and a TV tray table placed 
in the middle. In one of the 
larger prints, Holmes cap-
tures photographs of fam-
ily members that one pro-
jectionist puts on display 
when he is working. 

But Holmes also fo-
cuses on the projectors 
themselves. Many are be-
hemoths that nearly fill 
the small rooms while 
others are missing pieces 
from the machines.

“There were some 
places with string, chicken 
wire and gum holding the 
projectors together,” Hol-
mes said. “There was one 
where the guy had to bang 
on the side of the projector 
to get the light to work.”

Holmes’ pieces also 
include portraits of projec-
tionists usually sitting in a 
chair or on a ledge in their 
work space surrounded 
by film cases. The images 
were created at theaters 

Continued from Page 41

PROJECTIONIST
and drive-ins in Pennsyl-
vania, Connecticut and 
New York, including Big 
Cinemas Bombay Theater 
in Fresh Meadows, the 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age in Astoria and the Kew 
Gardens Cinemas. 

“I had a great time 
visiting these places,” 
Holmes said. “All of them 
really enjoyed talking. I 
guess it must be a lonely 
profession.”

Reach news editor 
Kevin Zimmerman at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4541.

IF YOU GO
The Booth: The Last 
Days of Film Projection

When: Through Feb. 2, 
2014
Where: The Museum of 
the Moving Image, 36-01 
35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/
seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12, Free/
children under 3
Contact: 718-777-6800
Website: movingimage.us

Saturday, October 26, 2013
Noon – 5 PM

41st Ave by the Bayside LIRR
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.Baysidevillage.net
718-423-2434:

Halloween Playland

Rides
Treats

Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
children and students. Some 
events including Pumpkin 
Patch, pony rides and face 
painting are an additional 
charge.
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 

Continued from Page 46

Events produce, nuts, coffees and 
more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens outside the Gardens’ 
fence on Dahlia Avenue near 
Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 

When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — 
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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100 percent union work-
ers, including members of 
SEIU/32 and the Building 
Trades Council, which will 
add an estimated  1,000 new 
jobs in Long Island City, 
according to Van Bramer’s 
statement, 800 union con-
struction jobs and 200 full-
time union jobs for build-
ing workers.

“As the son of union 
parents, nothing is more 
important to me than 
building pathways to the 
middle class,” the council-
man said.

Van Bramer added 
that Long Island City resi-
dents would get preference 
for the affordable units.

The councilman also 
touted a commitment to 
local artists as part of the 
agreement. G & M Realty 
agreed to increase the 
amount of artist studios 
and gallery space to 12,000 
square feet, which will be 
available to the artists at 
“reasonable rents.” The 
Wolkoffs will also plan to 
offer 5Pointz leader Jona-
than “Meres” Cohen the op-
portunity to curate nearly 
10,000 feet of art panels and 
walls in the building.

However, none of these 
concessions will placate 
the artist community, ac-
cording to 5Pointz spokes-
woman Marie Cecile-Fla-
geul, who said, “As artists 
we must do what we can for 
ourselves as a community 
because we cannot count 
on elected city officials to 
stand up for us.”

In addition, Cecile-Fla-
geul condemned the notion 
of the public hearings.

“The hearings have 
been a real letdown,” she 
said, adding that “the 
Council members spend 
90 percent of their time on 
their BlackBerrys. It’s a 
dog-and-pony show.”

The artist community 
turned the block-long com-
plex of factories and ware-
houses into a world-famous 
art installation over the 
last 20 years. Its popularity 
climaxed during the hip-
hop rage but had fallen off 
after the 2009 collapse of an 
outdoor stairway that criti-
cally injured a 37-year-old 
jewelry designer named Ni-
cole Gagne.

The city started to 
pressure the Wolkoffs over 
safety issues and the art-
ists’ free reign at the iconic 
landmark was never the 
same in terms of their ac-
cess to certain areas of the 
complex became more re-
stricted. .

Local Project, a com-
munity-based nonprofit 
that helped hundreds of new 
artists get assimilated into 
the underground art scene, 
is one of the several groups 
that have been forced out of 
the graffiti mecca.

The group’s direc-

tor, Carolina Penafiel, 
was overcome with emo-
tion when informed of the 
agreement.

“It’s so very sad, the 
whole situation,” she said, 
adding, “when I think about 
it my heart breaks. It’s like 
seeing your grandmother’s 
house getting torn down. 
It’s just memories now.”

In another City Coun-
cil vote, The Hallets Point 
vote passed 45-1. Council-
man Charles Barron was 
the sole vote against the 
project. That plan will 
bring a new $1 billion de-
velopment called Astoria 
Cove, something developer 
Lincoln Equities has been 
planning since 2009, to the 
East River waterfront. The 
massive residential com-
plex will feature nearly 
2,000 residential units. The 
mixed-use towers will be 
situated alongside Astoria 
Houses and bring along 
much-needed amenities 
like a grocery store, retail 
and plans for a school, ac-
cording to the developer 
and representatives from 
the community, who have 
long complained about a 
sense of isolation.

LATE PAGE

Griffo said New Jersey 
and California already had 
similar laws on the books 
addressing the issue and he 
hoped New York would join 
the list.

Under current state 
law, it is only illegal to 
share pictures taken with-
out consent, Braunstein 
said, explaining that the 
new legislation would also 
include photos taken con-

sensually with the elicit ex-
pectation of privacy.

The lawmakers said it 
would be better to crimi-
nalize the act rather than 
to leave it a civil matter as 
trials could take a greater 
toll emotionally and fi-
nancially for both parties. 
Braunstein also said web-
sites might be less likely 
to share harmful images if 
the act were criminalized.

“This bill sends the 
strong message that New 
York will not tolerate this 
devastating form of vir-

tual sexual assault,” said 
Mary Anne Franks, as-
sociate professor of law at 
the University of Miami 
School of Law, who helped 
draft the bill. “Addition-
ally, this bill demonstrates 
that it is possible to clearly 
prohibit a narrow category 
of malicious conduct while 
respecting legitimate First 
Amendment concerns.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 4 
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5Pointz

The final countdown starts for 5Pointz.

Family
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School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com
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Sports injuries
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“Twelve years of [May-
or] Michael Bloomberg, 
and hundreds of thousands 
of students start the school 
year in oversize classes — 
while many of them will 
stay in oversize classes 
for weeks or months,” said 
Michael Mulgrew, UFT 
president. “At the same 
time citywide averages for 
classes in first-, second- 
and third-grade are at the 
highest they have been in 
14 years. It is time to take 
this issue seriously.”

The UFT survey put 
Cardozo near the top of the 
city’s most oversized high 
school classrooms with 385, 
second only to Hillcrest 
High School’s 400. Jackson 
Heights’ IS 145 also cracked 
the union’s list of middle 
and elementary schools suf-

fering from oversized class-
rooms with 29, the highest 
number in that category.

“We need to stop play-
ing games with our kids’ 
future and start getting 
serious about overcrowd-
ing in our city’s classrooms 
— a chronic issue that this 
Department of Education 
has ignored for too long, 
at the expense of hun-
dreds of thousands of city 
school children,” said Scott 
Stringer, Manhattan Bor-
ough President. “Investing 
in new schools and class-
rooms will require shared 
sacrifice and the sustained 
commitment of all New 
Yorkers. But doing nothing 
is not an option — not when 
the cost will be measured 
in lost learning and squan-
dered opportunity for our 
children.”

The numbers exceeded 
contractual limits in ac-
cordance with the UFT’s 

contract, Mulgrew said, 
which limits class size to 18 
students in pre-kindergar-
ten classrooms, 25 in kin-
dergarten, 32 in Grades 1 
through 6, 33 in junior high 
and middle schools and 34 
in high schools. The end 
result, the UFT said, is that 
more than 230,000 students 
citywide spent part of all of 
their days in overcrowded 
classrooms.

“All our students, 
especially our youngest 
children, desperately need 
smaller class sizes,” Mul-
grew said. “And in any 
school where the adminis-
tration knows it is under 
a mandate to reduce class 
sizes to the contractual 
limit, there is no excuse 
for letting students stay in 
an oversize class through 
Thanksgiving or even the 
new year.”

Continued from Page 5 

UFT
installment of Sandy recov-
ery funds — and this shut-
down should not be used as 
an excuse to further delay 
funds that have already 
been appropriated.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) said 
congressional Democrats 
could use a legislative ma-
neuver known as a motion 
to discharge — the same 
that was used in the City 
Council earlier this year to 
allow a vote on the Commu-
nity Safety Act — to bring 
about a vote on a no-strings-
attached continuing resolu-
tion to end the shutdown.

“I think that it’s going 
to be left up to 24 or more 
moderate Republicans who 
are starting to say more and 
more that they want a clean 
vote on the CR so we can 
put the government back to 
work,” he said, noting that 
the procedure would take 
until at least Nov. 15 to go 
into effect. “It’s really a last 
option. I hope something 
gets resolved before then.”

Continued from Page 4 

Shutdown
many of their achievements 
occur during that time pe-
riod.

Recently Iran has 
agreed to enter into talks 
with the United States to 
come to an agreement over 
the country’s nuclear pro-
gram within the next few 
months, but so far there has 
been no change in Iran’s 
policies related to the pro-
gram, Wallace said.

“If he wanted to end 
this nuclear program and 
truly wanted to make a 
deal with the West, he 
could have done that on his 
first day in office. Now it’s 
his 65th day,” Wallace said 
about Rouhani Monday.

Wallace said if there 
is no deal by the 101st day 
of Rouhani’s presidency, 
his group will continue to 
advocate imposing more 
economic pressure on the 
country.

Meng was not present 
at the event because she 
was called to Washington, 
D.C., but she did make an 

appearance in Forest Hills 
via a Skype call.

“I’ve been dealing 
with a lot of the serious 
and sobering issues of the 
Middle East today,” she told 
the audience. “And nothing 
is a higher priority for me 
and you in this space other 
than ensuring Iran does 
not achieve nuclear weap-
ons capability.”

Meng said earlier in 
the year she co-sponsored a 
bill that would strengthen 
sanctions against Iran.

“While I don’t oppose 
our pursuit of diplomacy, I 
must insist that we remain 
clear-eyed and realistic 
about the Iranian threat,” 
Meng continued. “The re-
gime is nothing if not du-
plicitous. And President 
Rouhani has himself in the 
past used negotiations as a 
cover for the regime’s con-
tinued pursuit of a nuclear 
weapons capability.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5 

Iran

Draghi said he was 
surprised Avella continued 

to work with homeowners, 
after he dropped his bid to 
be borough president in 
August.

The Medical Ambula-
tory Care Center is slated 

to provide outpatient care 
for those able to walk and 
are not bed ridden. A two-
story underground garage, 
which will hold 135 cars, is 
also part of the facility.

Continued from Page 24 

Access
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John Jacob Astor’s 
name has been purged from 
the library he founded, but 
a new book shop gives a shot 
in the arm to the literary 
scene in the neighborhood 
that bares his moniker.

“It’s a general-interest 
store with a little bit of ev-
erything,” said Lexi Beach, 
who opened the Astoria 
Bookshop on 31st Street 
with her partner, Connie 
Rourke, this summer. “I 
hope that as we grow, we’ll 
gradually start tailoring 
the shop to meet the needs 
of the community.”

Astor, after whom the 
western Queens neighbor-
hood was named, was a 
19th-century business ty-
coon who, upon his death, 
bequeathed part of his 
fortune to found the Astor 
Library, which would later 
merge with several others 
to form the New York City 
Public Library.

Book-buying options in 
Astoria had dried up when 
the Seaburn Bookstore 
turned its last page in 2011. 
But when Astoria Book-
shop opened in September, 
it joined fellow indie book-
seller Enigma Bookstore, 
which set up shop in July, 
and now the neighborhood 
has a book scene that is in 

full swing.
Beach, who had been 

working in the publishing 
industry for years, said she 
did some demographic re-
search that showed Astoria 
would be a great place for a 

book store.
“The area has a lot of 

what you need to make it 
work: families with young 
kids, creative profession-
als, a community that sup-
ports small businesses,” 

said Beach, whose favorite 
book is William Goldman’s 
“The Princess Bride.”

The Astoria Bookshop, 
at 31-29th 31st St., has an 
online shop, and Beach said 
she finds many customers 

choose to purchase their 
titles over the Internet and 
then pick them up in the 
store.

The store is also a hot 
spot for the neighborhood’s 
up-and-coming literary 
scene, hosting events like 
writing workshops, book 
club meetings and readings 
with the borough’s own 
Newtown Literary Jour-
nal.

Beach said Susan 
Kain, author of “Quiet: The 
Power of Introverts in a 
World That Can’t Stop Talk-
ing,” got an enthusiastic re-
ception when she stopped 

by the store recently to dis-
cuss her book.

“I think it speaks to a 
lot of people,” Beach said. 
“It addresses a subject that 
hasn’t been talked about 
a lot: how our culture is 
geared toward extroverts. 
The book shows through a 
lot of research and data that 
you’re not doing it wrong if 
you’re not changing your 
personality.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Bookshop is Astoria’s newest indie seller
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Friday, October 11,
thru Monday,
October 14

139-40/48 Queens Blvd,
Jamaica, NY

Just off the corner of
Hillside Ave & Queens Blvd. 

1-888-YES-FORD
9     3     7 - 3       6        7      3

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices incl.
all mfr rebates/incentives. Leases incl. 10,500k mi/yr @ .15/mi over. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Total pymts/residuals: Fusion $2856/$15,949, Escape $3576/$15,336, CMax $3576/$21,111. All offers subj. to approval by primary
lender. *Based on EPA city estimates. Not resp for typo errors or program allowance changes prior to publication. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. NYSDMV#7111090, DCA#1390549. Offers expire 10/14/13.

Se Habla Español

www.FordLincolnOfQueens.com

139-40/48 Queens Blvd,
Jamaica, NY

Just off the corner of
Hillside Ave & Queens Blvd.

1-888-LINCOLN
5 4 6 - 2 6 5 6

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl. all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices incl.all
mfr rebates/incentives. Leases incl. 10,500k mi/yr @ .15/mi over. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Total pymts/residuals: Lincoln MKZ $11,844/$23,681,  Lincoln MKX $8376/$29,269.80. All offers subj. to approvalby primary
lender. Not resp for typo errors or program allowance changes prior to publication. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. NYSDMV#7111090, DCA#1390549. Offers expire 10/14/13.

Se Habla Español

www.LincolnofQueensBoulevard.com

Showroom Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am - 8 pm; Friday 9 am - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

Showroom Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am - 8 pm; Friday 9 am - 7 pm; Saturday 9 am-6 pm; Sunday 11 am - 4 pm

NEW 2013 Lincoln MKZ AWD
Auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, lthr, 102A pkg, EcoBoost, navi, back
up camera, snrf, 19’’ alloys, vin#3LDR800840, MSRP
$45,020. $2328 due at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes
tax, title & MV fees. Includes 
$1500 
Lincoln 
Competitive 
Cash.

$329Lease For

mo
36
mos

100
MPG*e

NEW 2013 FORD
Fusion SE $119$119Auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, reverse sensing,
SYNC, stk#15948, MSRP 15948.  $3114
due at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes
tax, title & MV fees

Lease
For

24
Mos

/Mo
NEW 2014 FORD

Escape S $149$149Auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, Bluetooth,
stk#40268, MSRP $23,595. $3144
due at signing, no sec dep req. Ex-
cludes tax, title & MV fees Lease

For
24
Mos

/Mo NEW 2013 FORD

CMax Energi $149$149Auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, htd lthr seats, plug-in
Hybrid, stk#31828, MSRP $35,185. $3144
due at signing, no sec dep req. Excludes
tax, title & MV fees

Lease
For

24
Mos

/Mo

$349Lease For

mo
24
mos

NEW 2013 Lincoln MKX AWD
Auto, a/c, p/w/l, CD, lthr, 101A pkg, htd/cool seats, back 
up camera, ambient lighting, wood pkg, vin#2LDBL35410,
MSRP $46,460. $3344 due at signing, no sec dep req. 
Excludes tax, 
title & MV 
fees
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footing for a new century 
of growth and progress .... 
On behalf of the people of 
Queens County, I extend 
best wishes and gratitude 
to Dr. Muyskens for his in-
valuable service.”

After he steps down, 
Muyskens plans to contin-
ue teaching in the 2014-15 
school year.

A nationwide search 
will begin for a new presi-
dent in fall 2014, according 
to the CUNY statement. Dr. 
Evangelos Gizis, former 
Queens College provost, 
will serve as interim presi-

dent.
A graduate of Central 

College in Iowa, Muyskens 
began his CUNY career at 
Hunter College as an as-
sistant professor of philoso-
phy and went on to become 
chairman of the school’s 
Philosophy Department. 

role as a “living memorial” 
to 9/11. There were 51 chil-
dren who grew up without 
fathers because of the ter-
rorist attacks, all of whom 
are connected to Squad 288 
and the firehouse, he said.

The building, along 
with the Maspeth Memo-
rial Park located next to it 
serve as a meeting place for 
families of the Bravest.

Maxine Fisher said she 
and her brother recently at-
tended a picnic hosted at 
the firehouse during which 
the families of former and 
current firefighters par-
ticipated.

“They broke bread to-
gether,” she said.

According to the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, landmark 
designation means a build-
ing has special historical, 
cultural or aesthetic value 
and that it is an important 
part of the city’s historical 
and architectural heritage. 
The designation can help 
protect a structure from 
inappropriate changes or 

demolition.
The firehouse, which 

was built in 1913 and first 
used in 1914, will celebrate 
its centennial next year, 
Steve Fisher said.

While this particu-
lar firehouse is not in any  
imminent danger of being 
torn down, the siblings 
have seen other fire houses 
around the city demolished, 
Maxine Fisher said.

And although Maspeth 
is the oldest settlement in 
New York City, it is home to 

only one landmark: a single 
lamppost on 53rd Avenue. 
The Fishers have already 
submitted an application 
to the commission to grant 
the special status to the 
building. 

The commission ini-
tially rejected it, saying the 
firehouse lacked architec-
tural distinction, accord-
ing to Elisabeth de Bour-
bon, a spokeswoman for the 
Commission.

It does not have the fea-
tures, style or other quali-
ties of other firehouses that 
have been landmarked, she 
said. While the facade of 
the building may not be as 
ornate as others, the sib-
lings believe it is the origi-
nal one. They said they 
responded to the initial 
rejection and are waiting 
to hear again from the com-
mission.

“I jumped on board 
with my brother’s project 
because of my deep and 
abiding love for this town,” 
Maxine Fisher said. “It not 
only houses the memories 
of people I love and have 
known and lost, but it is 
still a place that has the feel 
of the heartland.”

educators, elected officials 
and presumptive electeds, 
all of whom likely believe 
Democratic mayoral nomi-
nee Bill de Blasio will win 
in November. “We’re here 
to make sure they stop try-
ing to impact education be-
yond their term.”

Each year the panel, 
which is made up of a ma-
jority of mayoral appoin-
tees, votes on proposals 
such as co-locations and 
school closures, and each 
year they are met with vo-
cal opposition from school 
communities. The admin-
istration counters that the 
voices missing from the 
discussion are those of par-
ents who choose not to en-
roll their students in strug-
gling schools, and stands 
behind its policies of offer-
ing more school choices.

Earlier this summer 
the panel approved plans 
to eliminate grades and co-
locate schools at three west-
ern Queens institutions, 
plans that are scheduled 
to be carried out during 
the next mayor’s first two 
years.

“The city’s next admin-
istration should be able to 
start with a clean slate, not 
be forced to inherit co-loca-
tion proposals that may not 
align with future reforms,” 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) said.

One of the more conten-
tious proposals — and one 
that has been a hallmark of 
Bloomberg’s agenda — has 
been co-locating schools. 
Critics say the practice 
causes tensions between 
two school communities 
that have to share common 
spaces such as gyms, audi-
toriums and lunch rooms.

There are a pair of pro-
posals to co-locate Success 

Academy charter schools 
with two schools in south-
east Queens slated to be 
decided on at the upcoming 
 Oct. 30 PEP meeting

Another plan would 
co-locate a technical educa-
tion high school with Long 
Island City High School, 
which has had two differ-
ent principals in the past 
two years and avoided clo-
sure two years ago.

Costa Constantinides, 
the Democratic candi-
date for Astoria’s District 
22 Council seat, said the 
Bloomberg administration 
was being relentless in re-
forming a school it had set 
up to fail.

“Well, it’s like that chef 
at that restaurant across 
the street coming out and 
saying, ‘The food sucks,’” 
he said. “Well frankly, 
you’re the one who cooked 
it.”

Continued from Page 1 

Firehouse

say that once you venture 
onto the artery of Merrick 
Boulevard, it is a different 
story.

“Laurelton has always 
been known for its beauti-
ful streets. On a grassroots 
basis every house tries to do 
its very best and then when 
you get to the boulevard 
there has been a change,” 
said Bonnie Huie, president 

of the 229th Street Block 
Association. “I’m sincerely 
hoping that the Doe Fund 
will become a household 
word on making Laurelton 
what it used to be.”

In August, McDonald 
participated in a mayoral 
forum not far from where 
he stood Tuesday on the 
corner of Francis Lewis 
and Merrick boulevards. 
He was booed loudly for his 
criticism of former Con-
gressman Anthony Weiner, 
but McDonald — who joked 

that there was probably no 
one in the building who 
could vote for him in the Re-
publican primary, but that 
he would welcome their 
vote in the general elec-
tion — appeared to strike a 
chord with voters with his 
stance that stop-and-frisk 
could be curtailed if more 
people had work. 

“No matter what 
your political philosophy 
is,” Richards asked, “who 
could disagree with that ra-
tionally?” 

Continued from Page 2 

Doe Fund

Continued from Page 5 

Co-location

Point into a new neighbor-
hood that, when fully real-
ized, will be anchored by 
nearly 6,000 new housing 
units, including more than 
2,000 that will be reserved 
for low- and middle-income 
New Yorkers.”

Bloomberg said the 

project would usher in a 
new era of modern infra-
structure and commercial-
ization along with 7,100 
permanent jobs as well as 
12,000 construction jobs in 
the coming years.

Had the partnership 
not proposed to build the 
mall, it could have proceed-
ed without an additional 
review process.

But because the plan 

required parking spaces 
to be moved from the pro-
posed mall’s footprint to 
the actual Willets Point dis-
trict — a use not originally 
envisioned — Sterling and 
Related had to go back for a 
second round.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 6 

Willets

ple of color, including black 
people.

A misunderstanding of 
court proceedings and poor 
legal advice from an attor-
ney led to the court’s deci-
sion, he said Wednesday.

Ultimately, the court 
awarded $10,000 to DaCosta 
in compensatory damages 

for mental anguish. Meime-
tea and Saputhanthri were 
also assessed a $10,000 civil 
penalty for discriminat-
ing against DaCosta and a 
$5,000 civil penalty for the 
discriminatory counter 
girl ad, according to the 
court order. They are also 
required to attend anti-dis-
crimination training.

Saputhanthri said that 
to appeal the decision he 
would have to take the case 

to the state Supreme Court, 
which would be costly.

“I am disappointed,” 
he said. “I don’t know what 
to do. How are they going 
to give a fine like this to 
a small business? I am a 
simple man, but I am not 
uneducated.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 18 

Bakery

Steve Fisher shows off a shirt 
he made to advocate for giv-
ing a firehouse in Maspeth 
landmark designation. 

Photo by Bianca Fortis

and will have a positive 
impact on Ozone Park for 
the next 50 years until we 
get around to doing this 
again,” Ulrich said.

One concern CB 9 
board members raised was 
whether the zoning chang-
es will allow for more park-
ing spaces.

City Planner Tom 
Smith said the changes 
will not necessarily lend to 
an increase in commercial 
parking because the theory 

behind the plans is that 
more people will walk to 
the business districts.

The changes could, 
however, encourage build-
ers to create more residen-
tial parking, he said.

“The market would 
probably drive the devel-
opers of those additional 
residential units to provide 
parking behind them,” he 
said. “So it doesn’t speak 
directly to the commercial 
parking situation, but it 
does provide a little bit of 
incentive.”

Next, Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall and 

the Queens Borough Board 
have 30 days to review the 
proposal. If approved, the 
plans are sent to the City 
Planning Commission for 
60 days and ultimately the 
Council for 50 days. If the 
Council votes to approve 
the plans, they would be-
come legislation and would 
take effect immediately.

For more information 
about the zoning changes, 
visit nyc.gov/html/dcp/
html/ozone_park/index.
shtml.

Continued from Page 32 
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The Flushing defense 

refused to crack against 
New Utrecht before help-
ing to break the game wide 
open. 

The unit provided 
the Red Devils with two 
goal-line stands and three 
fourth-quarter intercep-
tions, including one it re-
turned for a touchdown, in 
a lopsided 27-0 win over the 
visiting Utes in PSAL city 
Championship division 
football Friday afternoon. 
The victory gave Flushing 
its second straight win af-

ter a disappointing loss to 
Carnarsie.

“We are trying to get 
a donut,” Flushing safety 
Kevaun Dunn said of the 
team’s plan to shut out the 
New Utrecht offense. “They 
came in here thinking we 
were going to lose. No, we 
are not going to lose.”

It was the senior who 
helped ensure it. He blitzed 
and pressured New Utrecht 
quarterback Richard 
Wright into an incomplete 
pass on fourth and goal 
from the 2-yard line early 
in the fourth quarter with 
Flushing (4-1) leading just 
14-0. The defense also halted 

the Utes on fourth and goal 
from the 7-yard line early 
in the second quarter. The 
second stand, however, was 
a turning point, according 
to Red Devils Coach Jim 
DeSantis.

“When you get a goal-
line stand, fourth and goal 
on the one and you don’t let 
them in, that is huge,” he 
said.

Dunn, who is also an 
excellent kicker and re-
ceiver, wasn’t done there. 
In the fourth quarter he 
returned an interception 65 
yards up the right sideline 
for a touchdown to provide 
the final margin. It was 

his second pick of the sea-
son. Keron Hermitt and 
DeShawn Scott also added 
interceptions against New 
Utrecht (3-2).

“I just wanted a touch-
down,” Dunn said. “I just 
wanted to run, trying to get 
a score on the board.”

Flushing running 
back DeAndre Lomax-Ross 
has been doing that all sea-
son and this game was no 
different. The senior car-
ried the ball 16 times for 176 
yards and two touchdowns. 
His 4-yard scoring run 
helped give Flushing a 7-0 
lead on its opening series. 
A 28-yard touchdown pass 
from Terrence Chavis to 
Adam Singleton extended 
the lead to 14-0 in the third 
quarter.

Lomax-Ross eventu-
ally broke open the game 
after the fourth-quarter, 
goal-line stand. Four plays 
later, he scampered for a 
78-yard touchdown up the 
right side to make the score 
21-0 with 7:28 to go in the 
contest.

“When I run the ball, I 
just think, ‘I got to score,’” 
the elusive Lomax-Ross 
said. “I got to score, get as 
many yards as possible. 
Don’t go down easy.”

He team has gotten 
back up after falling to 
Canarsie, a loss DeSantis 
blamed on disorganization 
in the coaching staff that 
day. Flushing has momen-
tum again heading into 
this week’s matchup with 
Queens rival Campus Mag-
net, which has struggled so 
far this season.

“We cannot lose to a 
team that is going to be 0-5,” 
Dunn said. “That is going 
to make us look bad. We got 
to go in there and fight.”
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BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
The clock was ticking 

down as Bayside’s Madeline 
 Zambri got her foot on the 
ball during a scramble in 
the box and sent it toward 
the net. She immediately 
panicked and felt it was go-
ing wide.

“I thought I missed,” 
Zambri said. “I saw a white 
jersey and just saw the goal 
in front.  I swore I missed 
it.”

It couldn’t have been 
further from the truth.

Instead, the fresh-
man’s shot found the back 
of the net with just 15 sec-
onds left in the contest to 
give unbeaten Bayside a 
thrilling 1-0 win over host 
and rival Cardozo in PSAL 
Queens A-V girls’ soccer 
last Thursday. It was the 
second heart-breaking loss 
it handed the Judges this 
season after the Commo-
dores won the first meeting 
2-1 in overtime.

“I thought it was a 
very high level high school 
game,” Cardozo Coach Tim 
Demirayak said. “Our team 

played very well. Bayside is 
one of the top teams in the 
city and we competed even-
ly with them for almost the 
entire match.”

The defenses kept 
scoring to a minimum. 
Throughout the first half, 
Cardozo put offensive pres-
sure on Bayside, register-
ing eight straight minutes 
in opposition territory, but 
the Commodores’ defense 
held strong.

“I’m a firm believer 
that offense scores all the 
points, but defense wins 
championships,” Bayside 
Coach Maggie Kassimis 
said. “I think we did a great 
job to hold them off in some 
shaky moments.”

Bayside appeared to be 
a different team in the sec-
ond half, going on the offen-
sive and keeping pressure 
on the Judges. It ultimately 
resulted in the late goal-
scoring opportunity.

“I lit a fire underneath 
them,” Kassimis said of 
her halftime speech to her 
team that had grown con-
fident over the season. “I 

Continued on Page 57

Bayside beats Dozo 
with late game tally

Flushing shuts out Utrecht
Two goal-line stops helps Red Devils score second straight victory

Flushing’s Francisco Ortega (front) leaps in celebration of Adam Singleton’s touchdown. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Cardozo’s Maria Lardas (l.) tries to get the ball from Bayside’s 
Alexa Trontz. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
1
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WITH OVER 3,000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROMWITH OVER 3,000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
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PR>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
C300^2011 MERCEDES

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$249

2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$12,995
ALTIMA 2.5S'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
4 cylinder,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

32k miles, Stk#77868

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 A LOT... A LOT...
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 Vince Lombardi hasn’t 
been on a football sideline 
in more than 40 years, but 
his principles about life are 
still relevant today.

It is one of the reasons 
the Hall of Fame Green Bay 
Packers coach was a per-
fect candidate to be recog-
nized last Wednesday as a 
Hometown Hall of Famer at 
St. Francis Prep, the place 
where his passion for foot-
ball began, according to his 
grandson John. The award 
is the 77th of its kind given 
out by the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame, and during an af-
ternoon ceremony, a plaque 

in Lombardi’s honor was 
unveiled in front of an audi-
torium filled with students, 
faculty and numerous 
alumni.

Lombardi, a 1933 grad-
uate and All-City player at 
St. Francis Prep when the 
school was in Brooklyn, 
stood for giving everything 
you had to achieve what 
you are passionate about 
and working with others 
to do so. Anything less was 
unacceptable to him.

“He made you better 
than you ever thought you 
could be,” John Lombardi 
said.

That is what coaching 
is about. It’s about making 
your players both better 
athletes and people after 
they leave you. You can’t 
get better without some-
thing to strive for, and win-
ning is a reward for learn-

ing the lessons that coaches 
teach. Lombardi was an all-
time, anytime great when it 
came to that.

“He would have been 
an excellent leader today,” 
legendary St. Francis 
Prep football Coach Vince 
O’Connor said.

Sure, Lombardi won a 
lot — two Super Bowls and 
five NFC titles — and we 
likely wouldn’t care about 
him if he didn’t. But let’s 
take a second to look at 
how he got there. He treat-
ed players fairly, honestly 
and as people. Lombardi 

inspired them to work as a 
team for each other, not just 
their individual gain as one 
too many young athletes do 
today.

“He did not coach a 
team of players,” said Rut-
gers football Coach and 
SFP alum Kyle Flood said. 
“He coached every individ-
ual within that team and I 
think it is a lesson that any-
one in teaching and coach-
ing can be served well to 
study at all times.” 

Throughout the after-
noon, many of Lombardi’s 
famous sayings regard-
ing life and football and 
the ideals he lived by were 
brought up. They included 
chasing excellence, per-
severance and teamwork. 
He was an example of how 
to do it all. What he taught 
wasn’t foreign to St. Fran-
cis Prep running back Jus-

tin Guerre, it is something 
he has heard from coaches 
throughout his life.

“They sound very fa-
miliar,” he said.

The long-term reason 
for the plaque is the hope 
that it will inspire more 
young people, not just the 
football players, to strive to 
be whatever they want to be 
and to inspire students to 
believe they can get there. 
It is the coaches’ jobs to 
help make that happen in 
any small way they can.

“He’s got a life and a 
record of achievement that 
I think people can look to 
and take some inspiration 
from and help them get to 
where they want to go,” 
John Lombardi said.

Apply some of Lombar-
di’s principles and you just 
may be on your way.

John Lombardi, grandson of football Hall of Fame Coach Vince 
Lombardi, stands beside a plaque at St. Francis Prep honoring his 
grandfather. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King got 

a glimpse of what its full 
team is capable of against 
Fordham Prep, last season’s 
city runner up. However, 
the strong performance did 
not translate into a win.

The Royals, complete-
ly healthy for the first time 
since Sept. 17, fell 2-1 to the 
Rams in CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ soccer at Juniper 
Valley Park last Thursday. 
Fordham scored the game-
winning goal when Pat 
Murray headed in a Max 
Moesner corner kick in the 
68th minute. Despite the 
defeat to one of the league’s 
best teams, the game 
showed Christ the King’s 
potential.

“We are right there,” 
Royals Coach Ovid Cusu 
said.

He saw star striker 
Cesar Oviedo and midfield-

ers Nicholas Lakahn, Mike 
Ortiz and John Nunez all 
miss time following a gru-
eling  loss to Archbishop 
Molloy last month. But, 
Oviedo made his presence 
felt against Fordham after 
Alex Cannicotti scored to 
give the Rams a 1-0 lead in 
the 12th minute. It was just 
Oviedo’s second game since 
missing time with a ham-
string injury.

“Cesar is a big piece,” 

Cusu said.
The senior constantly 

attacked the goal and helped 
create numerous scoring 
chances with midfielder 
Juan Obregon. Oviedo tal-
lied the tying goal in the 
30th minute. He ran onto a 
through ball from Obregon 
and kicked it passed the 
keeper and into the lower 
right corner of the goal for 
the Royals (4-5-1).

Healthy Christ the King team 
falls to Fordham Preparatory

BY JOHN TOLIS
 
St. John’s University 

saw something it hasn’t 
seen in 24 years, and it 
wasn’t a welcome sight.

The Red Storm men’s 
soccer team’s 1-0 loss to 
Providence last Saturday 
night at Belson Stadium 
marked the squad’s first de-
feat at the hands of the Fri-
ars since 1989. Providence 
broke No. 11/14 ranked St. 
John’s’ 23-game unbeaten 
streak against the Rhode 
Island school and gave the 
Johnnies their first home 
loss of the season when An-
thony Baumann converted 
a penalty kick in the 78th 
minute.

“I thought it was a 
good game both ways,” St. 
John’s Coach  Dr. Dave Ma-
sur said. “Unfortunately 
things didn’t go our way.”

St. John’s’ defense, 
which was anchored by 

center back Tim Parker and 
senior goalkeeper Rafael 
Diaz, held down the Friars 
offense for most of the 
game. The one slipup came 
 when SJU’s Jordan Rouse 
got a piece of Baumann in 
the box, resulting in a Fri-
ars penalty kick. Baumann 
then made St. John’s pay 
for its mistake.

Despite having 12 
shots in the game, the Red 
Storm couldn’t capital-
ize. St. John’s’ (5-4-1, 0-2-1) 

best chance came in the 
44th minute, when former 
Francis Lewis star Danny 
Bedoya put a shot past Fri-
ars goalie Keasel Broome, 
but Baumann stopped it at 
the line and batted it away 
for a corner kick.

The Friars (7-1-2, 2-0-0) 
kept Diaz busy in the sec-
ond half, especially Thom-
as Ballenthin, who floated 
the ball toward the net. 
Diaz grabbed the ball, but 

Penalty breaks SJU’s streak 
against Providence College

St. John’s University player Jordan Rouse (c.) gets in the box and 
looks to score. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued on Page 57Continued on Page 57

Christ the King’s Cesar Oviedo dribbles toward the net. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Legacy of Vince Lombardi honored at SFP
Hall of Fame Green Bay Packers coach taught players to persevere and to pursue their dreams
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think that they played so 
well this year that some-
times winning can get the 
best of you.”

For Cardozo the play 
of sweeper Kelly Bouzi was 
critical to keeping Bayside 
off the board for the major-
ity of the game.

“Kelly Bouzi is one 
of the best sweepers in 
the city,” Demirayak said. 
“She’s been a starter for 

four years and she holds 
down the fort for us.”

Cardozo goalie Rebec-
ca Fakas also made three 
spectacular saves as time 
ran down late in the game, 
but Zambri’s shot snuck 
by her. It left the Judges 
shocked and dejected and 
Bayside elated as their un-
defeated season rolls on.

“I told them that Car-
dozo is a great team and 
this is their house and 
they’re not going to give 
it to you,” Kassimis said. 
“You have to go earn it.”

fell to the ground and the 
ball appeared to be over the 
line. Diaz’s body stopped it 
from across the goal line 
and referees ruled that it 
was not a goal.

In the final 12 minutes 
of the match, St. John’s 
again had quality chances. 
It put five shots on net, in-
cluding one in the 82nd 
minute when Marco Bour-
don almost got the ball past 
Broome.

The loss contributes 

to the Red Storm’s slide 
since entering Big East 
play. St. John’s is currently 
0-2-1 in the conference and 
will have some work to do 
to bounce back if the team 
wants to make a postseason 
 run.

“I think we need to 
just keep doing things 
we’ve been doing and be 
a little sharper upfront,” 
Masur said. “[The team is] 
getting balls to key areas, 
a little more consistent, but 
I thought we played a little 
well tonight actually.”

Despite the slow start 
in the conference play, Diaz 
still thinks this St. John’s 

group has a chance at a Big 
East title. 

“We just have to stay 
positive,” he said. “We have 
a good group of guys and 
we’re going to be fine for 
the next game and we’re 
just going to refocus to the 
next team.”

The defense is top-
notch for the Red Storm, but 
Masur still thinks “every-
thing” needs to be better, 
which means offense and 
defense. Still, Diaz believes 
his team will rebound.

“It’s easy to put your 
head down and it’s harder 
to keep fighting,” Diaz said. 
“I think this group has it.”

“I was just thinking 
I’ve got to finish, got to get 
the team back in the game,” 
Oviedo said.

The Christ the King 
assault didn’t stop there.

Obregon sent a cross 
into the box, but Oviedo 
kicked it right in the hands 
of Cameron McGowan, the 
Fordham Prep goalkeeper. 
McGowan spoiled an even 

better opportunity shortly 
after that in the 37th min-
ute. A streaking Oviedo 
blasted a high shot that 
McGowan made a punch 
save on. In the second 
half, Jonathan Asmal just 
missed heading in an Ovie-
do cross minutes before the 
Rams took the lead.

“It was very frustrat-
ing,” Oviedo said. “When 
[momentum] is on your 
side, you want to finish. 
You want to put the team 
away.”

The Royals weren’t 
able to do so against a Rams 
(10-1-0) team coming off a 
loss to St. Francis Prep and 
a win over Molloy. CK feels 
that when its players are 
healthy, the team can com-
pete with squads in the up-
per echelon of the CHSAA.

“All we do when we get 
together is pray for health,” 
Cusu said. “God gave us 
health, gave us signs we 
could do better, and hope-
fully we stay healthy for 
the playoffs.”

Bayside

Continued from Page 56 

SJU

Continued from Page 56 

Royals
Continued from Page 53 

Cardozo’s Giuliana Roselli pro-
tects the ball from Bayside’s 
Kayla Triana. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH

GlobalESLAcademyTMobGl

Choose the program that’s right for you
Full-time / Part-time classes available

Experienced Teachers with Master’s Degrees in TESOL
We issue I-20s for Student (F -1) Visas

Certified by the New York State Education Department

The English You Need for the Future You Want

10%
if you mention this ad, plus, get an additional

10% discount if you and a friend register at the same time.

143-36 37th Ave. Flushing, New York 11354
718.886.5240

Space is limited
Call now or register on-line

Tuition Discount
on your first registration

Intensive Academic Program
Weekday Mornings, Afternoons & Evenings

Mini-Intensive Program
3-Week Intensives in January & August

TOEFL iBT Preparation Program
One Evening Per Week

Accredited by the Commission on English Language Program Accreditation

www.globaleslacademy.com
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Tri-County Flea Market

Celebrating 30+ Years 

of serving the communities on Long Island
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