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BY BILL PARRY

A new indoor market is mak-
ing its debut in the historic Stan-
dard Motor Parts Building in 
Long Island City and showcasing 

Queens’ creative spirit in every-
thing from food to furniture.

Qns Urban Mkt was to open 
this weekend in a 6,000-square-
foot space adjoining Coffeed on 
the ground floor of a building 

shared with the Brooklyn Grange, 
a one-acre rooftop farm that has 
been there since 2010.

The new market will feature 
a changing roster of 12 to 15 local 
vendors selling crafts, furniture, 

jewelry, clothing and all manner 
of food.

“I think what we are doing 
is different than the LIC Flea and 
other markets,” said Jie Whoon 
Kang, the market’s director and 
curator. “We stress community 
involvement from our vendors 
to our sponsors — that’s a whole 
other vibe.”

Qns Urban Mkt at 38-17 
Northern Blvd. is working in con-
cert with the Entrepreneur Space, 
a business incubator run by the 
Queens Economic Development 
Corp. less than two blocks away. 
Up to 160 clients take advantage of 
industrial kitchen space, at 36-47 
37th St., producing food products 
for their start-up businesses.

“A lot of them get ingredi-
ents from the Brooklyn Grange, 
and come back to the E-Space to 
prepare the product,” said Rob 
MacKay, of the QEDC, “and now 
they’ll go back and sell it. It’s a 
win, win, win .... good for clients, 
owners and customers.”

Kang said such local syn-
ergy will include pop-up restau-
rants, where a visiting chef will 
take over Coffeed’s kitchen and 

BY PHILIP CORSO

The city has responded to 
a call for change at one College 
Point elementary school after 
members of the community de-
manded its principal get a pink 
slip.

Residents rallied in August 
for the ouster of PS 29 Principal 
Jennifer Jones-Rogers over a slew 
of complaints alleging she was 
mismanaging the school. The city 
Education Department has since 
taken steps to install new leader-
ship at the school after an inves-
tigation was launched into her 
three-year tenure there.

The school, at 125-10 23rd 
Ave., did not comment.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) was one of the many 
voices at an August rally calling 
for the principal’s removal from 
her position and said he was in 
full support of the city’s decision 
to shake things up.

“This change in leadership 
at PS 29 is a clear victory for stu-
dents, teachers and parents,” he 
said. “The behavior of Principal 

BY PHILIP CORSO

The northeast Queens group of activists set 
on silencing airplane noise over their communi-
ties has made headway in establishing an avia-
tion roundtable with the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration.

Janet McEneaney, president of the Bayside-

FAA agrees to join roundtable
on airplane noise in Queens

BY BILL PARRY

A buzz swept through 
Astoria’s cultural campus 
last week when interna-
tional pop star Paul Mc-
Cartney played a surprise 
concert for 400 students at 
the Frank Sinatra High 
School of the Performing 

Arts. 
With school founder 

Tony Bennett watching 
from the front row, the for-
mer Beatle went through 
two sets of music, mostly 
classics, but some from his 
latest album “New” that 
was released this week.

The Oct. 9 event was 

not the surprise it was 
supposed to be, however, 
according to the school’s 
principal Donna Finn. 

“First it was leaked 
by Barbara Walters on her 
show ‘The View’ and then 
all the equipment arrived 
with his name on the side 

Beatles legend Paul McCartney wows 
hundreds of students during a sur-
prise concert at the Frank Sinatra 
School of Performing Arts. 

Photo courtesy MJ KIM/MPL Communications

City to install 
new principal 
in College Pt.

Boro vendors star at LIC market
Entrepreneurs showcase their food, clothing in new space at historic building 
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McCartney rocks in Astoria
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COLUMBUS PARADE

Members of Girl Scout Troop 4008 wave to the crowd as hundreds of people celebrated the voyage of Christopher 
Columbus during a parade through the streets of Astoria.  Photos by Christina Santucci
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Benny’s Jewelry

BENNY’S JEWELRY LTD.

WE BUY & SELL 
GOLD & DIAMONDS
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3Jimmy Carter breaks sweat in SE Queens
With Rosalynn by his side, 89-year-old ex-president helps Habitat for Humanity renovate home

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Taking a break from a 
hard day of work, Dawnette 
Dixon smiled when asked 
what she and former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter talked 
about as they spruced up 
her soon-to-be home in 
Queens Village.

“I said, ‘I’m very happy 
and thankful,’” recounted 
Dixon, a public health ad-
viser now living in Brook-
lyn. “He said, ‘It’s OK.’ He 
does this all the time.”

Wearing a pair of blue 
jeans, a blue work shirt and 
a tool belt around his waist, 
the 39th U.S. president 
wielded a circular saw as 
he and his wife, Rosalynn, 
worked side-by-side to build 
a deck behind the two-story 
home on 112th Road Friday, 
one of five single-family 
houses Habitat for Humani-
ty NYC worked to refurbish 
last week.

“It’s a labor of love,” 
Carter, now 89, said in front 

of the home the day before. 
“You can see lives trans-
form.”

It was nearly three de-
cades ago that the Carters 
completed their first project 
with Habitat on the Lower 
East Side, where many of 

the homeowners still live 
in the 19-unit Mascot Flats 
co-op apartment building.

Jonathan Reckford, 
chief executive officer of 
Habitat for Humanity In-
ternational, thanked the 
former president and first 

lady for “their incredible 
service in helping us move 
closer to a world where ev-
eryone has a decent place to 
call home.

Dixon, 53, said she 
first learned about Habitat 
from a seminar conducted 

by the public-employee 
union DC37. After hanging 
drywall in the basement, 
she said her new Queens 
Village neighborhood is 
“perfect.”

Habitat’s local New 
York City affiliate pur-
chased 38 single-family 
homes in Queens last year 
from the New York City 
Housing Authority for $1 
each, most of which had 
been abandoned for years.

NYCHA acquired the 
homes, along with dozens 
of others, in the 1970s and 
’80s from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development. Many of the 
homes became vacant and 
fell into disrepair, while 
others have had public-
housing tenants living in 
them for years.

When NYCHA divest-
ed its portfolio, it sold the 
occupied homes to their 
residents and the remain-
ders to Habitat, which 
plans to renovate them in 

two phases.
The organization re-

lies on public funding — 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall allocated some 
of her budget to the project 
— corporate sponsors and 
the work of thousands of 
volunteers to strip the der-
elict buildings to their bare 
bones and build them back 
up to middle-class family 
homes.

Jen Knoeber, a volun-
teer director for Habitat’s 
Dallas affiliate, made the 
trip from the Lone Star 
State to southeast Queens 
to volunteer her time on the 
project.

“This is my first time 
volunteering,” she said, 
looking back at a home 
behind her. “It’s nearly in-
distinguishable from the 
shell of the house that was 
here before. At the end of 
the day, we’ve helped a fam-
ily come one step closer to 
achieving the dream of ho-
meownership.”

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
 
After work Monday, 

Flatbush resident Ten So-
deinde opted to take the 
long way home from Man-
hattan so he could make 
an artistic pilgrimage to 
Woodside.

Around the corner 
from the 69th Street el-
evated train station, So-
deinde stood in the middle 
of 38th Avenue armed with 
his smartphone snapping 
photographs of another cre-
ation by British graffiti art-
ist Banksy.

“I’m a Banksy hunter,” 
Sodeinde said. “I’m trying 
to get to all of them.”

Currently in the mid-
dle of a month-long, artist-
in-residence program he 
created for himself on the 
streets of New York City, 
Banksy has tagged a couple 
dozen spots in Manhat-

tan and Brooklyn, but the 
Woodside stop was his first 
foray into Queens.

The work, which by 
Tuesday had been defaced 
with red and black spray 
paint reportedly from ri-
val street artists, shows a 
man holding a bucket in 
one hand and a sponge in 
the other as he begins to 
scrub away graffiti from 
the wall.

Written in pink letter-
ing is the sentence “What 
we do in life echoes in Eter-
nity,” a line from the 2000 
movie “Gladiator.”

The piece captures the 
man just as the word “Eter-
nity” begins to fade.

“I like it, but I’m not 
sure I understand it,” Jinny 
Khanduja said.

After getting word of 
the Banksy unveiling via 
her news aggregator, Khan-
duja convinced her friend, 

Shana Narula, to join her 
on the trip out to Queens.

Narula was a little un-
derwhelmed.

“I thought it would be 
bigger,” Narula said.

Khanduja admit-
ted that was probably her 

fault, after she pointed out 
5Pointz, the graffiti mecca 
in Long Island City, as the 
two women rode the No. 7 
train from Manhattan.

By late afternoon Mon-
day, about two dozen people 
stood on the corner talking 

about the work and Banksy. 
They also took pictures of 
the piece and even asked 
strangers to take their pic-
tures standing in front of 
the wall. As people wan-
dered off, additional ones 
made their way to the spot 

to start the whole picture-
taking experience again.

Kelly Wollschlager 
posed for a picture with 
his dog and then went to 
retrieve his phone from the 
unknown photographer. 
Wollschlager is new to 
Queens, having just moved 
to Jackson Heights, so when 
he saw Banksy had been to 
Woodside, he came to check 
it out.

“It’s really cool,” 
Wollschlager. “And it will 
be good for the neighbor-
hood if people come out and 
see it.”

Banksy’s work might 
be visible but the artist 
makes it a point not to re-
veal his real identity, nor 
have his picture taken.

For Sodeinde, the mys-
tery adds to his enjoyment 
of Banksy’s work.

A man snaps a photo of a wall, which had been decorated by graffiti artist Banksy and defaced by the 
morning after it was discovered. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Graffi ti artist Banksy creates mural on Woodside wall

Former President Jimmy Carter (l.) and his wife Rosalynn return to New York City nearly 30 years af-
ter their first Habitat for Humanity project on the Lower East Side. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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4 The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Police union sues Council
to halt stop-and-frisk law 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The union represent-
ing the NYPD’s rank-and-
file officers filed a lawsuit 
against the City Council 
this week, claiming law-
makers overstepped their 
authority by passing a 
vague anti-profiling law 
that leaves cops to guess 
who can and cannot be 
stopped.

In August, the City 
Council overrode a may-
oral veto and passed a pair 
of stop-and-frisk reform 
bills known as the Com-
munity Safety Act. One of 
the laws creates an inspec-
tor general to oversee the 
Police Department and an-
other, Local Law 71, creates 
a legal pathway for alleged 
profiling victims to sue in-
dividual officers under ex-
panded definitions of bias-
based profiling.

Both laws are set to 
take effect Nov. 23.

The Patrolmen’s Be-
nevolent Association filed 
suit in Manhattan Supreme 
Court Tuesday claiming 
that Local Law 71 is pre-
empted by state law and too 
vague to be enforced.

According to the PBA’s 
complaint, the authority to 
regulate law enforcement 
departments rests with the 
state Legislature unless 
Albany specifically delin-
eates oversight to local law-
makers.

The state Criminal 

Procedure Law addressing 
stop-and-frisks does not 
“grant any authority, let 
alone any specific author-
ity, to the Council of the 
City of New York or any 
other local legislative body 
to regulate the conduct of 
police officers or peace of-
ficers either in stopping, 
questioning and frisking 
individuals or initiating 
any other form of law en-
forcement activity with re-
spect to individuals,” the 
lawsuit claims.

The union also claims 
the law lacks objective 
standards officers can use 
to determine what consti-
tutes a legal law enforce-
ment action.

“Regardless of wheth-
er Local Law 71’s nebulous 
requirements are designed 

to deter police officers from 
engaging in the vitally im-
portant policing conduct 
specifically authorized and 
permitted by [state crimi-
nal procedure], the effect 
of Local Law 71’s nebulous 
requirements can only be 
to chill the willingness of 
police officers to engage 
in that very conduct,” the 
PBA’s lawyers wrote.

In Early September 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
filed a similar lawsuit on 
the grounds that the state’s 
Criminal Procedure Law 
supersedes the council’s 
legislation.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association is suing the City Council 
over a law the union claims leaves officers to guess under what 
circumstances someone can be stopped.
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THE JAMAICA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER PRESENTS THE JAMAICA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER PRESENTS

SATURDAY
10.26.13

Jamaica
Performing

Arts Center

THE JAMAICA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
153-10 JAMAICA AVE · JAMAICA, NY 11432-6112

Jamaica-performingartscenter.org

THE JAMAICA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
153-10 JAMAICA AVE · JAMAICA, NY 11432-6112

Jamaica-performingartscenter.org

BATTLE GROUNDS

ARTISTS 
IN FOCUS

BATTLE GROUNDS

ARTISTS 
IN FOCUS

“WHAT WE DO IN LIFE ECHOES 
IN ETERNITY. VISIONS INSPIRED 
BY THE COLLISIONS OF 
ECONOMICS AND EVERYDAY 
LIFE AND SURVIVAL.”

Saturday · October 26th, 2013 · 7PM
Choreography by Jennifer Archibald

Supported by a generous grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts

Tickets: $10 - Call JPAC 718.618.6170

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Although the Ridgewood 
Reservoir reopened last month, 
the city Parks Department joined 
community leaders to mark its 
opening this week with a ceremo-
nial ribbon-cutting.

Nearly half of the path 
that runs around the reservoir 
through Highland Park had been 
closed since July 2011 during 
Phase 1 of the park improvements, 
which cost about $6.92 million.

The reservoir, which strad-
dles the Queens and Brooklyn 
border, operated from 1858-1959 as 
a water supplier. Later, the second 
basin was used as backup supply 
for the two boroughs. Finally, in 
1990 the reservoir was decommis-
sioned and later developed into a 
public park. It has since become 
something of a nature preserve.

Phase 1 included installing 
new fencing and lighting, repav-
ing the walking paths around the 
basin and building a handicap-

accessible ramp.
“The Ridgewood Reservoir 

is like no other area in the city,” 
City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) said 
at the park Tuesday. “It’s a natu-
ral resource for the neighboring 
community, and I believe that it 
will draw people from all over the 
city and extended areas beyond 
because of the wonderful place 
that it is.”

She said the changes to the 
park will help improve the qual-
ity of life for people in the area.

Crowley announced that 
her office will provide some ad-
ditional funds to pay for signage 
throughout the park.

Parks Commissioner Veron-
ica White said Highland Park is 
one of only eight parks through-
out the city that was included in 
PlaNYC, a blueprint released by 
the Bloomberg administration in 
2007 to prepare the city for 1 mil-
lion more residents by 2030.

She also said the Parks De-

partment currently has $380 mil-
lion, the highest operating budget 
it has ever had.

Queens Parks Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandowski said Coun-
cilman Erik Dilan (D-Brooklyn) 
has provided $3.5 million to reno-

vate the existing ballfields and 
lighting at the southern end of 
the park.

Elena Ortiz, a resident of East 
New York, said she was actually 
unhappy with the changes and 
believed they will contribute to 

the gentrification that is already 
encroaching on the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

A lifelong Highland Park-go-
er, Ortiz said the upgrades were 
unnecessary.

“We loved this rustic place,” 
she said. “If I wanted to go to 
Prospect Park, I’d go to Prospect 
Park. If I wanted to go to Central 
Park, I’d go to Central Park.”

The Parks Department has 
long-term plans for additional 
changes to Highland Park and 
released three concept plans for 
Phase 2 in July. The city does not 
currently have any money avail-
able for the next phase, however.

The plans vary, but they in-
clude ideas such as a boat dock, 
a rock climbing wall, more ball-
fields and a “waterworks adven-
ture playground.”

Community leaders have 
said they want to limit develop-
ment at the reservoir-turned-
wildlife preserve so it can remain 
as natural as possible.

Civic leaders cut a ribbon for the opening of the Ridgewood Reservoir. 
Photo by Bianca Fortis

Ridgewood Reservoir transformed into nature preserve
Parks Dept., Queens civic leaders celebrate completion of Highland Park Phase 1 improvements
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BY PHILIP CORSO

The Bellerose branch 
of the Queens Public Li-
brary will be closing until 
the spring for renovations, 
the group said.

The last day of busi-
ness will be Oct. 25 for the 
250-06 Hillside Ave. library 
and it will remained closed 
until spring of next year to 
make way for $1.66 million 
in renovations, Queens Li-
brary Communications Di-
rector Joanne King said.

A mobile library will 
still offer some limited ser-
vice in the meantime, with 
hours every Thursday be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
King said.

By the time it is fin-
ished in the spring, the 
Queens Library said Belle-
rose patrons will enjoy new 
decor, a new teen area with 
new computers and an au-
tomated 24-hour self-check-
in. The group was able to 
secure funding for the proj-
ect with help from Borough 
President Helen Marshall, 

state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), state Assembly-
woman Barbara Clark (D-
Queens Village) and City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens).

The closest spot for 
Bellerose residents looking 
for their library fix recently 
underwent an even greater 
renovation over the past 
year and nearly decades-
worth of planning. Officials 
lauded the grand opening 
of a brand-new Glen Oaks 
library last month, at 256-
04 Union Tnpk., putting a 
stamp of approval on the 
roughly $17.1 million proj-
ect.

The new state-of-the-
art handicap-accessible 
facility in Glen Oaks show-
cased an 18,000-square-
foot, award-winning design 
complete with a sweeping 
interior stairway, sepa-
rate areas equipped with 
computer workstations for 
adults, children and teens, 
a unique sky-lit lounge and 
two new meeting rooms.

BY PHILIP CORSO

Endorsements 
have racked up for 
both the Republican 
and Democrat hop-
ing to unseat em-
battled and outgoing 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), but 
one crossed party lines.

Paul Graziano, a for-
mer Democratic candidate, 
endorsed GOP-backed 
Dennis Saffran for the 
northeast Queens seat at a 
news conference inside his 
Bayside district office af-
ter what he called an ugly 
primary season. Graziano 
came in third out of five 
candidates vying for the 
Democratic nomination, 
losing to party-backed Paul 
Vallone, who will face Saf-
fran in November’s general 
election.

In his endorsement, 
Graziano cited a series of 
negative attack ads that 
Jobs for New York, a politi-
cal action committee for the 
Real Estate Board of New 
York, mailed out in support 
of Vallone’s campaign as 
evidence that Saffran was 
the most “adult” candidate 
for the 19th Council Dis-
trict seat.

“We’ve had four years 
of not having an adult in 
the room,” Graziano said 
while taking a not-so-subtle 
jab at Halloran, who said he 
would not seek re-election 
so he could focus on clear-
ing his name in the face of 

a federal corruption indict-
ment. “To me, this is just a 
continuation of that, if not 
worse.”

Saffran said he was 
happy to accept Graziano’s 
endorsement because of his 
work helping to downzone 
the district alongside state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), who actually beat Saf-
fran for the same Council 
seat in 2001 by just under 

400 votes.
“Paul has been the 

leader in the fight through-
out Queens to preserve the 
residential quality of our 
neighborhoods,” Saffran 
said. “He is the go-to re-
source on these issues.”

Vallone also collected 
some key endorsements 
over recent weeks from 
some of his party’s biggest 
players. Most recently, 

the Flushing attorney an-
nounced U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) was 
throwing his support be-
hind his campaign.

“I could not be more 
proud to have the endorse-
ment of Sen. Schumer,” Val-
lone said. “His contribu-
tions to bettering the lives 
of middle-class families 
and improving the qual-
ity of life we enjoy here in 
northeast Queens have 
been immense.”

Also adding their 
names to the star-studded 
list of Democrats endors-
ing Vallone were U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside), 
state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and former Rep. Gary Ack-
erman.

“I know the people 
and the neighborhoods of 
northeast Queens like the 
back of my hand, which 
is why I know Paul Val-
lone is the right choice to 
help preserve our precious 
quality of life and protect 
the middle-class families 
who live here,” Ackerman 
said. “Now more than ever, 
the people of the 19th City 
Council District need a 
leader who can deliver the 
resources this district de-
serves.”

Ackerman, however, 
was not always behind Val-
lone. Earlier in the primary, 
Ackerman put his support 
behind Austin Shafran, for-
mer spokesman for Empire 
State Development.

Republican candidate for City Council Dennis Saffran (l.) accepts 
an endorsement from Democrat and former rival Paul Graziano in 
his Bayside district office. Photo by Philip Corso

Bellerose library set 
to close for upgrades

Council hopefuls endorsed
Saffran, Vallone showcase political support in race to replace Halloran

The Bellerose library is slated to close this month for more than $1 
million in upgrades. Photo courtesy Queens Library

Former U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman (fifth from l.) endorses Paul 
Vallone (fourth from r.) as his pick for the next City Councilman in 
northeast Queens. Photo courtesy Paul Vallone
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE
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YOUR POCKETS 

OUR COMMUNITY TIES RUN DEEP…
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Feederally Insured by NCUA

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The owner of a Rich-
mond Hill home severely 
damaged in a fire over 
the weekend plans to com-
ply with the Department 
of Buildings’ order that 
the house be torn down, a 
spokeswoman for the agen-
cy said.

The building had been 
illegally converted from a 
four-family dwelling into 
a six-unit structure, and 
the department issued 
several violations for gas 
ranges and boilers ille-
gally installed in the cellar 
without permits as well as 
illegal plumbing fixtures 
installed in the cellar with-
out permits, the DOB press 
secretary said.

A full-vacate order 
was issued for the build-
ing Saturday, according to 
DOB website, which listed 
a comment that “structural 
stability [was] compro-
mised by [a] gas explosion 
in cellar,” following the 

early morning blaze that 
left one man with serious 
burns and appeared to sep-
arate the front of the multi-
family home from the rest 
of the building.

A spokesman for the 
FDNY said Wednesday that 
fire officials had not deter-
mined what caused the fire, 
which was concentrated in 
the basement, at 87-40 124th 
St.

Emergency respond-
ers were called to the scene 
just after 1 a.m. Saturday, 
and the blaze was upgraded 
to an all-hands fire at 1:11 
a.m., the spokesman said.

One man was taken to 
Nassau University Medical 
Center in serious condi-
tion to be treated for burns, 
while two other people were 
brought to Jamaica Hospi-
tal with minor injuries, the 
Fire Department said.

A spokesman for the 
Red Cross said the agency 
had assisted three families, 
including six adults and 
four children, with emer-

gency housing and money 
for food and clothing, and 
would help residents of the 
other three apartments if 
they needed assistance.

Victoria Gonzalez, 
who grew up in the home 

and still lives in the neigh-
borhood, said she was on 
the phone with her friend, 
who lives on the first floor, 
when the blaze began.

“It was just a big loud 
boom,” she said, explaining 

that her friend was lifted 
from the chair she was sit-
ting in by the force of the 
blast.

Gonzalez and her 
neighbors were also plan-
ning to visit the man they 

called Ako, who she said 
had lived in one of two base-
ment apartments and was 
the one seriously injured in 
the fire.

Fabian Diaz, who lives 
next door to the home, said 
he heard two explosion 
sounds.

“I thought they were 
dropping bombs,” he said.

When he and his friend 
ran out onto the street, 
they saw an orange glow of 
flames inside the basement 
through the blasted-out 
windows.

Window casings and 
glass littered 124th Street 
later Saturday, and the 
front of the home appeared 
as if it had slid away from 
the rest of the structure, 
making it possible to see 
into the house’s interior 
from the street.

Reach Managing Edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
phone at 718-260-4589 or by 
email at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com.

The interior of the Richmond Hill home on 124th Street is visible from the street. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Man injured in Rich Hill conversion fi re: City
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C H R I S T I E ’ S  E S T A T E 
F I N E  J E W E L R Y 

BUYING HOUSE 
10k, 14k, 18k & Gold Filled Items

WE BUY GOLD, DIAMONDS, 
FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES

718.374 .3260 

WE MAKE 
FREE HOUSE 

CALLS

WE BUY 
COSTUME 
JEWELRY

NO.

1
Rated Gold & Sterling 

Silver Buyer in New York

100
On sale of $450 or more of Gold
Must present this coupon. Coupons may 

not be comboined. Expires 11/2/13.

45
On sale of $250 or 

more of Gold

GIA
Certifi ed Gemologist 

On-Site

Extra 
Bonus

$

Extra 
Bonus

$

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?Jones-Rogers as described 

by parents and teachers 
was simply unacceptable 
and it became clear that 
she had lost control of the 
school.”

Avella joined with con-
cerned parents and commu-
nity leaders over the sum-
mer to shed light on some 
of the various complaints 
aimed at Jones-Rogers, al-
leging she forced teachers 
out of their jobs, crammed 
kids into special education 
classes without parental 
consent, wasted money on 
contracts and overtime and 
nixed the school’s comput-
er lab and library. Teachers 
also accused the principal 
of failing to provide a copy 
of the school’s budget to the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers for the past two years.

Mark Cannizzaro, of 
the Council of School Su-
pervisors and Administra-
tors, defended the principal, 
however, accusing Avella of 
joining with a small faction 
of unhappy parents to fur-
ther this constituent base.

Members of the com-
munity, including former 

and current educators at 
the school, alleged that 25 
out of 45 teachers who left 
the school since Jones-
Rogers took charge in 2010 
expressed dissatisfaction 
with the College Point prin-
cipal.

“[Jones-Rogers] has 
created a learning and 
working environment that 
is detrimental to all: not 
willing to work with all 
parents, great teachers 
working in fear, services 
of students not being met, 
mismanagement of funds, 
good long-term teachers 
leaving,” said Stephanie 
Flunory, a teacher at the 
school.

The city joined with 
the special commissioner of 

investigation to investigate 
the claims, which led to the 
DOE decision to install new 
leadership. A spokesman 
with the DOE said the city 
would be working to install 
a new principal in the com-
ing weeks as it looks to ad-
dress parents’ concerns.

“A change was neces-
sary before it was too late 
and the school’s academic 
progress and environment 
plummeted even further,” 
Avella said. “I hope to 
work together with the new 
leadership at the school to 
address the needs of the 
school and to ensure that 
the students of PS 29 re-
ceive the education they 
deserve.”

Continued from Page 1 

PS 29

based Queens Quiet Skies, 
said the FAA has agreed to 
participate in the establish-
ment of an aviation round-
table for the New York and 
New Jersey metropolitan 
area, which governs some 
of the busiest airspace 
throughout the country.

The group has spent 
the better part of the past 
six months drafting a mem-
orandum of understanding 
— similar to an aviation 
rule book — to create an 
aviation roundtable to help 
involve area residents in 
the FAA and Port Author-
ity’s decision-making.

“The FAA and Port 
Authority have agreed to 
participate, with the under-
standing that some mem-
bership issues still need to 
be worked out,” she said. 
“The new organization will 
give us a voice at the table 

in aviation decisions.”
The first aviation 

roundtable was attempted 
in California three decades 
ago, McEneaney said, and 
has since been adopted 
nationwide except for the 
Northeast. Each roundtable 
essentially forms its own 
board of members with an 
equal vote and abides by 
pre-determined bylaws, she 
said.

McEneaney said elect-
ed officials from every level 
of government, including 
U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and Steve Is-
rael (D-Melville), state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
came out in support of the 
roundtable, one of Queens 
Quiet Skies’ core goals 
when it was established last 
year in northeast Queens.

Their support has 
been consistent throughout 
Queens Quiet Skies’ push 
to have more community 
input in the FAA’s decision-

making process since last 
year, when the movement 
began.

The FAA changed 
some of the departure and 
arrival routes at nearby 
LaGuardia Airport in 2012, 
making way for a harsh 
spike in airliner noise com-
plaints. Elected officials 
in northeast Queens have 
since been pressing both 
the FAA and Port Authority 
to conduct a more thorough 
study of how new routes af-
fect neighboring communi-
ties, but have yet to reach 
that goal.

Queens Quiet Skies 
will be traveling through-
out the borough and Nas-
sau County in the coming 
weeks with community 
presentations starting this 
week. Next week they will 
be speaking at the Broad-
way-Flushing Homeown-
ers Association Oct. 24 and 
also visiting College Point 
at the end of the month, 
McEneaney said.

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

Lukas Chavez, 9, joins teachers and parents in protesting the reign 
of PS 29 Principal Jennifer Jones-Rogers.
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 10/31/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

prepare a meal. There will 
be “TED talks,” network-
ing and discussion events 
where area business people 
can exchange stories and 
experiences with other 
young entrepreneurs.

Upon opening, Asto-
ria’s SingleCut Beersmiths 
will be serving a special 
beer made of Coffeed’s cof-
fee beans and barley and 
hops from the Brooklyn 
Grange. The founders of 
SingleCut Beersmiths will 
then take part in the TED 
talk, sharing stories from 
their own successful start-
up last year.

“That’s the type of 
synergy we’re after here 
and that’s what makes us 

different,” said Kang. “I’m 
a foodie and I love Queens 
and I wanted to create a 
place that I would want to 
hang out in.”

The 34-year-old Bay-
side native started Coffeed 
with three friends last year. 
All four were Wall Street 
traders and self-described 
do-gooders who put a por-
tion of the proceeds to local 
charities: 10 percent of their 
coffee sales and 5 percent of 
food sales.

“We do that at every 
location we open to support 
our socially conscious mes-
sage,” Kang said.

There are currently 
four Coffeed locations with 
another four on the way. 
In addition, Kang and his 
partners have opened a piz-
zeria in Jamaica called Fet-
ta that draws ingredients 
from the Brooklyn Grange. 

They will also open an 
open-area restaurant by 
the ferry depot in Hunters 
Point South Park.

“I’m looking to ex-
pand the model all over 
Queens, Jamaica, Bayside, 
Elmhurst, anywhere,” said 
Kang.

“These guys prove that 
Queens is not Archie Bun-
ker’s Queens anymore,” 
said MacKay, adding “in-
novative business people 
are taking over the entire 
borough.”

There will be live mu-
sic during Friday’s open-
ing from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Qns Urban Mkt is open 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Group tours of the 
Brooklyn Grange rooftop 
farm are available until 3 
p.m.

of the crates. I guess you 
could say the cat was out of 
the bag,” she said.

The students in the 
audience enjoyed the show, 
especially the question and 
answer segment, but they 
have grown accustomed to 
big name stars dropping by.  
Recent visitors have includ-
ed Kevin Spacey, Harry Be-
lafonte, Jerry Seinfeld and 
Alec Baldwin. 

“My kids are pretty 
sophisticated,” Finn said. 
“Billy Joel was here last 
spring and the students 
would be just as excited 
seeing Martha Graham’s 
Dance Company or Audra 
McDonald perform.”

Leaders from the other 
cultural institutions might 
have been more excited by 
McCartney’s performance. 

Hoong Yee Krakauer, 
the executive director at 
Queens Council on the Arts, 
attended as a VIP guest and 
said, “I loved being a teen-
age girl again in a roomful 
of high school kids.” 

Pete Romano, the vice 
president of operations at 
Kaufman Astoria Studios, 
said, “I thought it was fan-
tastic, I never thought I’d 
get to see him  not just live 
but across the street from 
where I work.” 

Carl Goodman, the ex-
ecutive director at the Mu-
seum of the Moving Image 
did not attend the concert 
but said, “It’s just another 
step in the transformation 
of the campus. You see big 

stars like Bill Cosby, Alan 
Alda was just here. It’s nice 
to see that people have tak-
en notice of what goes on 
around here all the time.”

Krakauer pointed out 
that the QCA moved into 
the campus in March after 
leaving its headquarters in 
Forest Park. 

“We took a poll of our 
artists and the cultural 
campus in Astoria is where 
they wanted to be,” Krakau-
er said. 

The world of film, visu-
al art and theater all merge 
in a one-block radius, she 
observed.

It wasn’t always this 
way. Romano grew up a 
block away and would hang 
out around the area as a 
child. 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Market

McCartney

The Qns Urban Mkt shares its new digs with the Brooklyn Grange, which runs a 1-acre rooftop farm 
atop the Long Island City building. Photo by Bill Parry
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

Oktober 21st - 24th
Monday thru Thursday

4 Course Bavarian Menu Including Such Favorites 
As Jägerschnitzel, Sauerbraten and Schweinshaxn

 7:30 PM Seating $60.00 Per Person
($20.00 per person, deposit required when making reservation)

Reserve Now! Limited Space!
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