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BY JOE ANUTA

 Flood insurance rates be-
gan increasing for some Queens 
business and homeowners at the 
beginning of October, but coastal 
communities believe the federal 
government has not looked hard 
enough to find a better solution 
to keeping its troubled insurance 
program above water.

Hurricane Sandy caused $18 
billion  in economic losses to New 
York City and wreaked havoc 
in Queens communities in the 
Rockaways and in other south-
ern neighborhoods like Howard 
Beach, Broad Channel and Ham-
ilton Beach.

A year after the storm, as 
some communities have spent 
months rebuilding, certain resi-
dents will now face a 25 percent 
annual increase in their premi-
ums with the National Flood In-
surance Program, which is run 
by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, until they reach 
a level that accurately reflects 
their risk for flooding. Other ho-
meowners may see a 20 percent 

BY PHIL CORSO

The Bayside train station was listed as one 
of four Long Island Rail Road branches to be hit 
with a foiled credit and debit card scam at various 
ticketing machines, the MTA Police Department 
said.

 
BY BIANCA FORTIS

Civic leaders from 
around Queens and beyond 
gathered in Ridgewood 
Tuesday to name the cam-
pus of a new public school 
after the late congresswom-
an and activist Geraldine 

Ferraro.
The five-story school, 

still under construction, 
will serve 616 students 
from pre-kindergarten to 
fifth-grade. It will be open 
for the 2014 school year.

The Geraldine A. Fer-
raro Campus, at 55-20 Met-

ropolitan Ave., will house 
the A.C.E. Academy for 
Scholars, formerly PS 290.

Ferraro, a longtime 
Forest Hills resident, was 
the first woman to run in a 
major party for vice presi-
dent of the United States. 
She ran alongside Walter 

 Sandy’s wrath
still takes toll in 
Broad Channel 

Continued on Page 9
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 Ridgewood salutes Ferraro

Julie Blake and her husband, John, are renting an apartment with their chil-
dren Hannah and Hunter in the Rockaways. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Nighttime in the Channel is 
the easiest time to estimate how 
many residents of the 22-block-
long coastal enclave have not re-
turned after Hurricane Sandy.

“You can tell just by go-
ing down the block,” said Broad 
Channel resident Marty Feeney 
about streets dotted with homes 
whose lights haven’t been flipped 
back on since the superstorm and 
empty houses with bare interi-
ors.

“When you walk around at 
night, there are lights on and they 
aren’t finished,” said Feeney’s sis-
ter-in-law, Colleen Keegan, who is 
among dozens of displaced resi-

dents. “People ran out of money.”
For the Blake family, the 

process of rebuilding their Cross 
Bay Boulevard home has been 
complicated by 38-year-old Julie’s 
second bout with cancer.

“If you asked me a year ago 
how long we would be out of the 
house, I would have said, ‘We’ll be 
back in six months,’ and now here 
it is a year later and a hammer 
hasn’t been swung,” the mother 
of two said while standing inside 
her mostly gutted two-story home 
Sunday afternoon. “We just don’t 
have the funds for it.”

The next day she was sched-
uled to receive her last radiation 
treatment, which had been paired 

Continued on Page 9

Women political leaders from around the 
city join together to name a new school 
campus after Geraldine Ferraro. 

Courtesy Cathy Nolan

 Insurance rates 
rise for fl ooding 
in south Queens 

 Displaced residents want to go home

Credit card scam targets 
LIRR station in Bayside
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Sunlight streams in 
through the stained glass 
windows of St. Thomas 
More, casting a blue light 
into the apse of the Breezy 
Point church.

Before the altar sits a 
worn garden statue of the 
Virgin Mary, the ashen 
stone in sharp contrast 
against its surroundings.

A year ago the statue, 
christened “Virgin Mary 
of Breezy Point,” sat along 
Gotham Walk, the edge 
of the fire zone where so 
many homes were reduced 
to rubble as a result of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Surrounded by the 
charred remains of the 
homes, the statue became 
a beacon of hope, a symbol 
of fortitude. It was placed 
inside St. Thomas More 
within the month following 

the disaster.
In December, the 

FDNY announced that the 

worst fires on the peninsu-
la had been caused by ris-
ing sea water coming into 

contact with electrical sys-
tems. The Breezy Point fire 
leveled 126 homes and dam-

aged another 22, according 
to the FDNY.

For the most part, 
the Breezy Point homes 
that were not burned were 
flooded. Survivors told 
stories of houses pushed 
off their foundations, cars 
nose-diving into sinkholes 
and windows blown out by 
the wind and water.

Photos of Breezy Point 
became iconic for the devas-
tation the hurricane caused 
and the area has been slow 
to recover.

But progress is hap-
pening.

Tina and Richie Scan-
nell finally moved back 
into their home in the 
middle of October. They 
had been renting a house in 
Sheepshead Bay, while si-
multaneously paying their 
mortgage. The damage to 
their home was severe — 
three-quarters of the foun-

dation had collapsed, Tina 
Scannell said.

She said she is nervous 
about any future storms 
that might strike New York 
City.

“I’m knocking on 
wood,” she said. “We can-
not do this again.”

She credited her hus-
band with doing most of the 
house’s repairs on his own. 
Meanwhile, he has also 
been working full-time and 
attending school during the 
past year.

The Scannells’ neigh-
bor, Charlie Wolfe, was one 
of the few Breezy Point resi-
dents whose homes did not 
suffer much damage. But 
he, too, was displaced. He 
left for four months while 
utilities were restored. 
There was also some con-
cern that the local water 
supply had been contami-
nated.

Recovery moves slowly in Breezy Pt.
Progress gradual after fl ooding, fi res devastate close-knit community on peninsula’s western tip

A swath of Breezy Point burned to the ground as a result of Hurricane Sandy. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

ONE YEAR LATER

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
has given more than $250 
million to victims of Hur-
ricane Sandy who live in 
Queens, according to a 
spokesman.

Some $250,222,102 went 
to 27,075 Queens applicants, 
FEMA spokesman 
Jim Homstad 
said.

Those num-
bers are just a 
chunk of the more than 
$1 billion doled out to the 
117,548 New Yorkers who 
applied for funds after the 
storm clobbered the East 
Coast last year on Oct. 29.

In just the United 
States, Sandy caused an 
estimated $65 billion in 
damage and resulted in 159 

deaths, according to the 
National Climactic Data 
Center.

Storm victims had 
until April 13 to apply for 
funds through FEMA’s In-
dividuals and Households 
Program.

The maximum IHP 
grant amount available for 
fiscal year 2013 was $31,900, 

Homstad said.
IHP is de-

signed to pro-
vide money and 
services to di-

saster victims when prop-
erty has been damaged or 
destroyed and losses are 
not covered by insurance, 
according to Homstad.

The goal of the pro-
gram is to help meet essen-
tial needs and assist disas-
ter victims in taking the 
first steps toward recovery, 

rather than return homes 
and other belongings to 
pre-disaster condition. Ex-
penses IHP covers include 
housing assistance for 
home repair or temporary 
housing as well as other 
costs such as furnishing, 
transportation and medi-
cal expenses.

FEMA does not pro-
vide money to individuals 
whose losses are covered 
by their insurance.

Beyond the $31,900, 
one Breezy Point couple, 
Tom and Anke Long, said 
they also qualified for a 
$10,000 state grant.

The Longs said they 

were grateful they did not 
suffer the kind of damage 
other homeowners expe-
rienced. But their home 
did have several inches of 
flooding in the first floor 
that resulted in major — 
and expensive — damage.

“It was helpful,” Tom 
Long said about the funds 
he received from the state 
and FEMA. “But you don’t 
build a house with that.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said that while many in-
dividuals were helped by 
FEMA, many others — in-
cluding businesses, non-
profits and religions insti-
tutions — were not.

And some individuals, 
he said, “fell through the 
cracks.”

He said part of the 
problem was that some in-

spectors were inconsistent 
in how they evaluated the 
damage done to a home.

“That was frustrat-
ing,” Addabbo said. “We 
would have liked to have 
seen the same group of 
inspectors visit the same 
area of homes and have ev-
erybody evaluated in the 
same way. There was no eq-
uity there.”

While the deadline has 
passed for storm victims to 
apply for funding, FEMA 
may continue to provide 
recovery assistance until 
next April, 18 months after 
the disaster was declared 
Oct. 30, 2012.

The two other main 
sources of assistance were 
insurance and disaster 
loans from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 
Holmstad said.

Despite significant damage to their Breezy Point home, 
Tom and Anke Long describe themselves as fortunate. 

By Christina Santucci

Emergency funds keep trickling in after Sandy

One Year Later
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C H R I S T I E ’ S  E S T A T E 
F I N E  J E W E L R Y 

BUYING HOUSE 
10k, 14k, 18k & Gold Filled Items

WE BUY GOLD, DIAMONDS, 
FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES

718.374 .3260 

WE MAKE 
FREE HOUSE 

CALLS

WE BUY 
COSTUME 
JEWELRY

NO.

1
Rated Gold & Sterling 

Silver Buyer in New York

100
On sale of $450 or more of Gold
Must present this coupon. Coupons may 

not be comboined. Expires 11/2/13.

45
On sale of $250 or 

more of Gold

GIA
Certifi ed Gemologist 

On-Site

Extra 
Bonus

$

Extra 
Bonus

$

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL PARRY

When Judge Frederic 
Block issued a 10-day re-
training order last Thurs-
day, he told the lawyers for 
the 5Pointz owners and the 
artists suing them to talk to 
each other.

That has not happened, 
according to the artists’ 
lawyer, Jeannine Chanes.

“So far there’s been 
nothing.  We’re just work-
ing on our reply papers and 
waiting for a hearing to 
determine the facts in this 
case. We’ll find out when 
that happens on Monday,” 
she said this week.

The facts in the case 
became muddled during 
oral arguments in Brook-
lyn federal court Oct. 17. 
The attorneys representing 
the artists sought protec-
tion under the 1990 Visual 
Artists Rights Acts. They 
had hoped to save the 350 
graffiti murals that cover 
the walls at the warehouse 
complex in Long Island 
City from a demolition 
that would make way for a 
two-tower luxury high-rise 
development — a plan that 

was unanimously approved 
by the City Council two 
weeks ago.

Chanes contended 
prior to the hearing that 
“under VARA they can’t 
destroy the art without the 
permission of the artist.”

Lawyers for G & M 
Realty, the property own-
er, submitted papers two 
hours before the hearing 
that said the artists destroy 
their own art by painting 
over graffiti to create space 
for new murals.

“They took that totally 
out of context,” said the art-
ists’ spokeswoman Marie 
Cecile Flangeul.

But it was enough for 
Block to issue the tempo-
rary restraining order, 
saying “these things are 
painted over and replaced, 
they are not permanent fix-
tures. I have to flesh out if 
they are transitory or per-
manent.”

That will be the sub-
ject of the future hearing, 
but Block made it clear the 
artists face a tough road.

“You are trying to save 
the walls and tell the owner 
he can’t use his property,” 

Block said from the bench. 
“ I think you have a tough 
case here.”

He hammered it home 
when he told Chanes, “You 
should know you are likely 
to lose. I’ll be hard-pressed 
to keep him from develop-
ing that property.”

Then the judge issued 
the TRO, warning that the 
owners — David and Jerry 
Wolkoff — could not touch 
the artwork or prepare the 
building for demolition 
and the artists were not to 
paint. He then urged both 
parties to negotiate an ami-
cable settlement.

The closest that came 
to happening was Sunday, 
when David Wolkoff, who 
would not return repeated 
calls for comment, drove 
into the 5 Pointz complex, 
at 22-44 Jackson Ave.

“He never got out of his 
car,” said Flageul. “He was 
just looking for any signs of 
new aerosol spraying. He 
should know by now that 
we are good people that 
play by the rules.”

She added: “He should 
have saved the gas money it 
cost coming out here.”

Judge urges both sides
to talk in 5Pointz suit

The judge’s temporary restraining order means the owners cannot prepare the building for demoli-
tion while the artists cannot paint anything.
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The Port Authority has 

modified a runway rehabil-
itation plan at JFK Airport 
that would have brought 
planes in lower over areas 
of southeast Queens and 
required perhaps as many 
as 800 trees to be removed 
from Idlewild Park.

New federal regula-
tions mandate that airports 
provide safety areas at the 
ends of runways for aircraft 
that come in short on land-
ings, run long on takeoffs 
or veer off the runways.

In response to a pre-
liminary plan the Port Au-
thority put out last year to 
rehabilitate a runway di-
rectly across from Idlewild 
Park, the city Parks De-
partment tagged more than 
700 trees in the spring it 
said would either have to 
be pruned or taken down if 
the agency got the thumbs 
up for its plan.

In a revised assess-
ment released last week, 

however, the Port Au-
thority scrapped parts of 
the plan that would have 
brought planes in lower 
over Queens.

“If the project de-

scribed in the May 2012 
Draft EA were to be imple-
mented, up to 800 trees in 
Idlewild Park would have 
required removal to com-
ply with FAA standards,” 

the 430-page revised draft 
environmental assessment 
read. “In order to minimize 
the number of trees to be re-
moved from Idlewild Park, 
the Port Authority made 

the decision to redefine the 
proposed project.”

The initial plan called 
for runway safety areas 
at either end of Runway 
22R/4L, which runs in a 
northeast/southwest direc-
tion between Jamaica Bay 
and Idlewild Park.

But because the south-
ern end of the runway 
abuts the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, the rehab 
plan would have shifted a 
number of the runway’s de-
sign elements to the north, 
closer to Idlewild.

Specifically, the first 
draft would have had planes 
coming in over Queens for 
arrival landing near the 
airport’s edge and aircraft 
taking off toward the bay 
starting from a departure 
point closer to the park.

The new plan, how-
ever, keeps these elements 
where they are now and 
“does not result in lower 
landing elevations north of 
the airport.”

Some of the trees will 

be obstructions to planes, 
but instead of cutting them 
down the Port Author-
ity now proposes installing 
lights to alert pilots to the 
trees. In April, the Parks 
Department said any trees 
that might have to be re-
moved would be replaced 
with lower-growing spe-
cies.

The Port Author-
ity will be accepting pub-
lic comments on the new 
plan through Nov. 18, after 
which point it will seek fed-
eral, state and city approv-
als. The agency plans to 
begin work on the plan in 
March and shut down the 
runway for no more than 
180 days in June 2015.

The agency ruffled 
some feathers last year 
when it opened the 30-day 
public comment period 
publicized only with an ad 
placed in Newsday.  Com-
munity members convinced 
the authority to re-open the 
public comment period.

The Port Authority says it has made changes to a plan that would have required clearing up to 800 
trees from Idlewild Park across from John F. Kennedy International Airport.

Port Authority changes JFK runway plan to save trees
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BY PHIL CORSO

Hurricane Sandy left a 
scar on Queens — and the 
rest of New York City — 
unlike any other storm in 
recent history, but Mother 
Nature might be an even 
greater threat looking for-
ward.

The city has been tak-
ing several cautious steps 
in the year since the storm 
hit, costing $18 billion in 
damages, to combat the 
greater threat of climate 
change with hopes of mini-
mizing the potential of an-
other horrific hurricane.

City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) has been chair-
man of the Council’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Com-
mittee and said the city has 
passed several pieces of 
key legislation to combat 
the changing climate. He 

said two bills 
passed last 
month made 
great strides 

in helping the city reduce 
stormwater runoff in se-
vere weather and protect-

ing infrastructure.
“In the wake of Super-

storm Sandy, we already 
know the danger that se-
vere flooding poses to prop-
erty, critical infrastruc-
ture and, most importantly, 
lives,” Gennaro said. “With 
climate change making the 
threat of storms like Sandy 
even more likely, explor-
ing permeable surfaces for 
thousands of miles of city 
streets and sidewalks to 
absorb stormwater and re-
duce runoff has never been 
more important.”

Gennaro has also 
proposed measures in the 
Council to increase the use 
of clean-burning biodiesel 
fuel, revisions to the city’s 
air code and to further re-
duce greenhouse gas emis-
sions beyond the 30 percent 
reduction already mandat-
ed by law in the Council.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and his admin-
istration outlined last week 
just how prepared the city 
has become in the year 
since Sandy and spoke with 
great optimism.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
When Superstorm San-

dy hit a year ago, its tidal 
surge carried two shipping 
containers down Rock-
away Beach Boulevard that 
smashed into storefronts 
like a pair of 5,000-pound 
shoes in a washing ma-
chine.

“They banged against 
the walls and landed un-
derneath the el, ” said Beer 
House proprietor Phil 
Cicia, who owns a build-
ing with about 130 feet of 
streetfront property that 
housed two tenants in ad-
dition to his own business 
before the storm. “Welcome 
to the boulevard of broken 
dreams.”

With his back to the 
gleaming steel shutters he 
recently installed on his 
renovated storefronts, Cicia 
pointed at the steel reposito-
ries sitting in a parking lot 
across the street that tore 
three awnings belonging 
to a check casher, an H&R 
Block and his liquor store 
off the front of his building 
like they were Band-Aids.   

A year after the storm 
brought the peninsula’s 
economy to a standstill, Ci-
cia said the check casher is 
finally set to open its doors 
under new owners soon, 
and he is hoping he can use 
the extra income to invest 
in his own business’ recov-
ery.

“I had a decent sum-

mer,” he said. “If not, I 
would have picked up and 
left.”

Across the peninsula, 
owners of businesses that 
survived the Oct. 29 storm 
and its aftermath said that 
after squeaking by through 
a slow summer season, 
they are looking toward the 
future with cautious opti-
mism.

“The only good thing 
that came out of the storm 
is that people returned 
to shopping local,” said 
Lisa Long, owner of the 
pet supply store Rockapup 
on Beach 116th Street. “In 
general, though, it’s pretty 
bad.”

Long estimates that 
somewhere between 30 
percent and 40 percent of 

her business came from 
residents of Breezy Point, a 
neighborhood where nearly 
130 homes were burned to 
their foundations in a fire 
during the storm.

“The whole commu-
nity is gone,” Long said. 
“They have not even begun 
to rebuild because of the 
permits.”

Where residential re-
covery has stalled, officials 
made an urgent effort to 
get the peninsula open for 
business at the start of the 
summer tourism season.

The Ramones’ “Rock-
away Beach” blasted across 
the airwaves from Memo-
rial Day to Labor Day in ra-
dio ads promoting the area 
as a fun-in-the-sun destina-
tion spot, courtesy of the 

Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

The city provided 
transportation via the 
Rockaway Ferry, 
by May A train 
service had been 
restored and for 
the second year in the row 
Rockabus shuttled Brook-
lynites to the beaches.

“Call them what you 
want — hipsters or young 
people or whatever. I love 
them. I think they’re great. 
They bring new life to the 
community,” said Rock-
away Beach resident John 
Toolan, who said crowds 
seemed good at the conces-
sion stands that opened on 
the beach. Children play on Rockaway Beach, where additional sand had 

washed away to create a sharp drop in some sections. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Beer House owner Phil Cicia says plans to open a beer garden that were put on hold by Superstorm 
Sandy are now back on track. Photo by Christina Santucci

Environmental laws 
look ahead in boro

Mixed reviews on Rock biz
Peninsula’s shop owners set sights on second year after storm

One Year Later
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Jackson Heights 

business leader is trying 
to calm a neighboring com-
munity following two homi-
cides in broad daylight last 
month.

“There was fear and 
concern here — everyone 
was locking their doors 
and business suffered,” 
said Seth Taylor, the ex-
ecutive director of the 82nd 
St. Partnership Business 
Improvement District. He 
took the initiative to create 
Community Plaza on a con-
crete section at 90th Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue, the 
spot where one of the vic-
tims died.

On Monday, Taylor 
and his team set up 10 small 
tables and 30 chairs in the 
unused space at the base 
of the No. 7 subway sta-

tion allowing for people to 
read the paper, have a cup 
of coffee and meet up with 
friends.

“We wanted to reclaim 
it and revitalize it for the 

community and it seems 
to be working,” Taylor said 
Tuesday afternoon.

The project was en-
dorsed by City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 

(D-East Elmhurst), who 
said “the community en-
gagement with the 90th 
Street plaza was an excep-
tional idea from the 82nd 
Street Partnership.”

Community Plaza 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and the partnership 
is providing supplemental 
sanitation as well as plan-
ning for live music and 
other programming in the 
future.

“There’s a lack of 
outdoor amenities in this 
neighborhood: no benches, 
poor signage, poor light-
ing and that’s some of the 
things we’re trying to 
change to make it more in-
viting,” said Taylor.

“Considering that two 
murders recently occurred 
in this area, the reclaiming 
of this space couldn’t come 
at a better time,” Ferraras 
said. “What our communi-
ty desperately needs right 
now is to feel we can work 
through whatever issues 
arise and be more united 
for it.”

Ferrara went further, 
saying “the formation of 
the Jackson Heights-Coro-
na Business Improvement 
District would greatly as-
sist our community in tak-
ing a major step in the right 
direction.”

For the last year, the 
82nd Street Partnership 
has been doing outreach to 
promote a potential expan-
sion along the business cor-
ridor of Roosevelt Avenue, 
explaining the costs and 
benefits of a BID to local 
businesses, in an effort to 
push the BID eastward.

“If these businesses 
vote their support and are 
willing to make an invest-
ment, we’ll submit it to the 
city to create a much larger 
BID, one of the largest in 
the city,” Taylor said.

Jax Hts fi ghts fear with new plaza at deadly corner
Business leaders turn site of recent murder into a spot for community to gather with friends

Seth Taylor talks with a resident about a new plaza in Jackson Heights designed to make the area saf-
er. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

In the days immediately 
following Hurricane Sandy, the 
YANA Community Center was 
transformed into a major relief 
hub for storm victims in the 
Rockaways. With the support of 
members of the Occupy Sandy 
movement, the facility became a 
place for the surrounding com-
munity to find hot meals, medical 
care and other aid.

Now the center, which stands 
at the corner of Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard and Beach 112th Street, 
has shifted from relief work back 
to its original mission: to help 
the economically marginalized 
succeed and to environmentally 
transform the Rockaways.

“It’s based on the concept 
of sustainability — physically, 
emotionally, in every sense of the 
word,” said Salvatore Lopizzo, 
YANA’s founder.

He said he strives for foster-
ing such sustainability every-
where, whether it be in lifestyle, 
buildings or healthcare. He said 
the center also serves as a bul-

wark for those who may feel over-
whelmed by life’s challenges, a 
mission exemplified in the facil-
ity’s name, shorthand for “you 
are never alone.”

“Most people feel when 

they’re up against something, 
they can’t overcome it, so we’re 
trying to be there for them,” 
Lopizzo said.

The center is funded through 
donations and grants, the bulk of 

which come from Occupy Sandy, 
the grassroots protest move-
ment’s disaster relief network. 
But YANA has other benefactors 
such as the Queens Public Li-
brary and Capital One Bank.

Lopizzo said YANA offers a 
range of services, including sign-
ing people up for Medicaid, health 
insurance and food stamps and 
helping workers get licensed in 
their fields so they may start their 
own businesses.

He also places a heavy em-
phasis on going green, saying the 
center is dedicated to getting peo-
ple certified to do home audits to 
ensure energy efficiency and that 
he has plans to put solar panels 
on YANA’s roof.

“We’re going totally off the 
grid,” he said.

The facility today stands in 
stark contrast to its condition in 
the early days of Hurricane San-
dy, which devastated YANA just 
two weeks after it opened. The 
entire building had to be gutted, 
with nearly everything replaced 
except for the ceiling.

Lopizzo said the first few 

days after the storm were dark 
times. When asked what went 
through his head after the hurri-
cane, tears in his eyes belied his 
humorous tone when he respond-
ed, “Suicide, alcohol.”

But then he got a call from 
Occupy Sandy, which was look-
ing for a community center to use 
as an aid center in the Rockaways 
and asked if the group could set 
up at YANA.

“And the rest is history,” 
Lopizzo said. “I really feel like 
Buddha sent them to me.”

As Occupy Sandy worked to 
get the neighborhood back on its 
feet after the storm, it also helped 
Lopizzo rebuild, and slowly YANA 
was able to transition back to be-
ing a community center, fully 
shifting away from storm relief to 
its original purpose about three 
months ago.

As a sort of testament to the 
new era, 12 young men gathered 
at YANA Sunday for the first class 
of a program that will equip them 
with some of the tools to make 
their dream careers a reality.

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 11/4/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
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JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH
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AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT
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ONLY

FREE  
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Instructor Morris J. Kennedy collects papers at the end of the class. He will 
be leading a job readiness class at the Yana Community Center. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Occupy Sandy funds job training for Rockaway teens
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www.divorcefast.com
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
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978-443-8387

annual increase in their 
rates in 2014, although that 
price hike is not yet set in 
stone.

In early October, 
coastal communities from 
Queens gathered in Broad 
Channel to rally against 
the rising costs, which Dan 
Mundy Jr.,  president of the 
Broad Channel Civic Asso-
ciation, says are crippling 
homeowners in the bor-
ough.

“Every house, every 
business in the town was 
flooded,” he said in an in-
terview. “At the meeting, 
there was extreme frustra-
tion with FEMA.”

Oct. 1 marked the 25 
percent increase for any-
one who owns a business 
in a flood zone, any person 
whose second home lies in 
the zone and anyone whose 
house has been repeatedly 
flooded. Mundy and oth-
ers estimate in some cases 
insurance rates could in-
crease from a little more 

than $2,000 a year to more 
than $12,000 — an increase 
of about 500 percent .

“It’s hopefully some-
thing that can be fixed, 
but we are concerned right 
now,” Mundy said, adding 
that the burden is too much 
to bear for many middle-
class families who rely on 
their home’s value as their 
main asset.

The insurance rate 
increases came as a result 
of a federal bill, called the 
Biggert-Waters Flood In-
surance Reform Act of 2012, 

which was designed to pull 
the program out of the red 
and make it solvent.

The nation’s flood in-
surance program was cre-
ated in 1968 to offer cover-
age that many insurers in 
the private market would 
not take on. Homeowners 
living in flood zones — 
whether it be coastal or in-
land on the banks of a river 
or lake — are required to 
purchase flood insurance 
if they have a federally-
backed mortgage.

with chemotherapy to com-
bat a diagnosis of uterine 
and cervical cancer earlier 
this year.

On June 27, Julie Blake 
had undergone a hysterec-
tomy, and test results right 
after the procedure showed 
that she had full-blown ver-
sions of both cancers.

“So that put a lot of 
things in perspective, too,” 
she said. “I don’t want to 
say it’s a lesson because 
losing the house was les-
son enough, but we slowed 
down worrying about the 
house during that time.”

Their home still bears 
the once-red sticker from 
the city Department of 
Buildings marking it as an 
“unsafe area.”

“It’s almost like no-
body wants to touch the 
house because they think 
that it has to be knocked 
down,” Julie Blake said.

The morning that 
Sandy struck, Julie Blake 
led family and friends, her 

children and their pets — a 
dog, a cat and a lizard — to 
a hotel in Ozone Park, while 
her husband John Blake 
stayed behind at the house 
until about 4 p.m., when he 
realized the extent of the 
storm surge. 

A yacht club’s crane 
that had been attached to 
the organization’s back 
deck washed up behind the 
Blakes’ home and was bang-
ing at the back of the house, 
and three home heating oil 
burners — including their 
own — overturned, dump-
ing oil into the house, Julie 
Blake said.

“You can see the water 
line,” she said, pointing to 
the faded brown mark on 
the wall of her kitchen 4 
feet off the ground. “And 
you can smell the oil.”

The family was ini-
tially offered $68,000 from 
their insurance company, 
but to replace the house 
would likely cost $180,000, 
and that figure would not 
include the foundation, Ju-
lie Blake said.

The Blakes are also 
waiting on a quote for the 
price of raising the house 

to prevent future flooding 
damage, which would re-
quire additional money.

Julie Blake said the 
family applied for a loan 
from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency, 
but the agency only offered 
them $55,000 and repaying 
the money would be an ad-
ditional financial burden.

For the past several 
months, the Blakes have 
been paying about $3,100 
for both their mortgage 
and rent for an apartment 
in the Rockaways. The 
family spent the first six 
months after the storm at 
an apartment in Glendale, 
and FEMA initially helped 
with two months’ rent.

She estimated the fam-
ily lost about $45,000 in 
furniture and appliances 
— they received $10,000 
for belongings from insur-
ance.

“The things that you 
lose that were most valu-
able — our wedding video 
— those things you can’t put 
prices on,” Julie Blake said, 
describing destroyed furni-
ture from her grandparents 
that she refurbished.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Insurance

Wrath

A Broad Channel home has a “Stop FEMA” sign in the window, part 
of a neighborhood protest against changes to flood insurance 
premiums resulting from adjustments to the agency’s maps. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

Authorities said a full 
investigation was launched 
to find out how and when 
tiny, hidden cameras were 
implanted onto seven 
ticket-vending machines 
throughout Nassau County 
and Queens, including the 
Bayside and Great Neck 
stations on the Port Wash-
ington line, Merillon Av-
enue on the Port Jefferson 
line and Greenvale on the 
Oyster Bay line. Each of the 
four branches runs out of 
northern and central Long 
Island, with Bayside the 
most westward station to 
be hit.

The potential scam 
prompted Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Police Chief Michael Coan 
to urge all LIRR customers 
to check with their banks 
or credit card companies to 
see if their accounts have 
experienced any unauthor-
ized activity since purchas-
ing tickets from the four 
branches.

Authorities first be-
came aware of the skim-
ming scheme earlier this 
month when one MTA cus-
tomer reportedly found a 
small video camera on the 
floor at one of the train sta-
tions, Coan said. The MTA 
Police Department has 
since been checking hun-
dreds of other machines 
at other LIRR stations, but 
did not find any others to be 
affected.

A spokesman for the 
111th Precinct also said po-
lice would be working with 
the MTA to try to find out 
when and where the sup-
posedly fraudulent pieces 
were installed onto the 
ticketing machines.

In each instance, au-
thorities found a small hid-
den camera on the under-
side of a black metal strip 
that was planted across 
the top of each ticket ma-
chine with an adhesive, 
Coan said. It was unknown 
when they might have been 
put there, as MTA police 
said the black metal strips 
blended in perfectly and 
looked like they were in 
fact part of the machine.

Continued from Page 1 

LIRR

Mondale on the Democrat-
ic ticket in 1984.

State Assemblywom-
an Cathy Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood), chairwoman of the 
Assembly Standing Com-
mittee on Education, said 
the campus name was fit-
ting because Ferraro had 
a tremendous commitment 
to personal excellence.

“She did it all, and 
she always did it looking 
great — looking fantastic 
— and with a tremendous 
sense of humor and a great 
warmth, a great love of the 
community,” she said at 
the ceremony, which took 
place in front of the new 
campus. “We talk about 
women moving forward in 
government. It took peo-
ple like Gerry Ferraro to 
make risks, to try to move 
forward for women.”

After graduating from 
college, Ferraro worked 
as a public school teacher 
in Queens. She later went 
to law school at Fordham 

University and then served 
in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

Dennis Walcott, the 
city schools chancellor, 
said the opening of the 
school marks a historical 
point for the community.

Ferraro’s name will be 
a signal to the community 
as well as the generations 
of students who attend the 
school of what Ferraro did 
and how she did it, Walcott 
said.

Walcott said the city 
Department of Education 
pledges to continue build-
ing schools to help ease 
the overcrowding that 
burdens the city’s public 
school system. District 24, 
which also covers Mas-
peth, Middle Village and 
Glendale, is the most over-
crowded in the city.

Leaders from around 
the city, most of whom were 
women, shared stories of 
times Ferraro had touched 
them personally and spoke 
of how she inspired their 
political careers.

“We would not have 
had the opportunity to 
have the positions we 

have, to run for the offices 
we’ve run for and to ac-
complish the things we’ve 
accomplished if it wasn’t 
for what Gerry Ferraro 
did,” said City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan).

Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Ridgewood) also called 
Ferraro an inspiration.

“Geraldine was so 
committed to education, 
for advocating for the most 
vulnerable citizens in our 
society,” she said. “And 
she did it with grace, with 

intellect and with compas-
sion. I believe that the best 
way we honor her legacy 
and her bravery is by be-
ing committed to fight for 
what we could do best for 
our children, the future of 
our country.”

Ferraro died in 2011 
as a result of multiple my-
eloma, a form of cancer.

Her family, including 
her husband John Zac-
caro, were present at the 
ceremony as well.

Zaccaro said she 
would have been thrilled 
by the campus naming.

“Gerry recognized 
the importance of educa-
tion because she knew 
that her education was the 
reason for the successes 
she achieved during her 
life,” he said. “It enabled 
her to rise out of poverty, 
raised by a single head 
of household, the child of 
an immigrant, to reach 
unimaginable heights, to 
make history.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferraro We would not 
have had the 
opportunity 
to have the 

positions we 
have, if it wasn’t 
for what Gerry 

Ferraro did.
Christine Quinn 
City Council Speaker
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings a 

Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German imported products 
and a full butcher department fully 

stocked with all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 

Shish Kabobs and many other German 
specialties as well as a variety 

of mouth watering salads.  

Dine-In & Takeout Menu • Kid’s Menu • Catering Menu 
Party Menu • Extensive Beer & Wine List
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