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Much of the southern coast 
of Queens is still recovering from 
Hurricane Sandy, which wrecked 
homes, flooded businesses, de-
stroyed cars, and knocked out 
the A train to the 
Rockaway Peninsu-
la for more than six 
months.

“The storm was 
a gift and a curse,” 
said Rockaway Youth Task Force 
founder Milan Taylor, 23, whose 

organization ran a relief drive 
for 2 1/2 weeks after Sandy. “It ex-
posed a lot of the issues that were 
taking place in the community 
before Sandy and shed national 

light on it.”
B r o a d 

Channel resi-
dents estimated 
that upwards of 
75 percent of 

the neighborhood had returned, 
but some homeowners were still 

grappling with whether rebuild-
ing would be possible.

“I’m not leaving Broad Chan-
nel, but I don’t know if I can afford 
to put this place back together. It’s 
just that simple,” said Ed Phillips, 
who has been renting an apart-
ment in the 22-block community.

John McCambridge, who 
owns Broad Channel’s oldest 
business, the Grassy Point Bar 
& Grill, bought the place at 18-02 
Cross Bay Blvd. 42 years ago.

The superstorm wrecked his 
basement, and to pay for repairs 
to the heating system, electrical 
wiring and replacement refriger-
ation at Grassy’s  he used $30,000 
from his retirement fund.

He estimated that at least six 
other businesses in the neighbor-
hood never returned after Sandy.

“I was born here. I have an 
appointment with Hillebrand, 
the local funeral home,” he joked. 
“I’m here to stay.”

Special Sandy Issue
Pages 1-29

BY KAREN FRANTZ

In the days immediately 
following Hurricane Sandy, the 
YANA Community Center was 
transformed into a major re-
lief hub for storm victims in the 
Rockaways. With the support of 
members of the Occupy Sandy 
movement, the facility became a 
place for the surrounding com-
munity to find hot meals, medical 
care and other aid.

Now the center, which stands 
at the corner of Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard and Beach 112th Street, 
has shifted from relief work back 
to its original mission: to help 
the economically marginalized 
succeed and to environmentally 
transform the Rockaways.

“It’s based on the concept 
of sustainability — physically, 
emotionally, in every sense of the 
word,” said Salvatore Lopizzo, 
YANA’s founder.

He said he strives for foster-
ing such sustainability every-
where, whether it be in lifestyle, 
buildings or healthcare. He said 
the center also serves as a bul-
wark for those who may feel over-
whelmed by life’s challenges, a 
mission exemplified in the facil-
ity’s name, shorthand for “you 
are never alone.”

“Most people feel when 
they’re up against something, 
they can’t overcome it, so we’re 

Continued on Page 47
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Julie Blake stands inside the back door of her Broad Channel home, which was wrecked during Hurricane Sandy. Blake has been trying to navigate the process of re-
building the house while being treated for cancer. Photo by Christina Santucci

Occupy Sandy puts 
relief  effort behind
to train teenagers

Boro rebuilds a year after storm 
Many coastal residents still stuck in limbo waiting for funds to make repairs

Eight Sandy heroes lend 
a hand after devastation
Pages 28-29 QGuide Page 49QGuide QGuide Page 49Page 49

Spooky fun 
for all
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A free clinic for adults 
without health insurance 
opened its doors days be-
fore the one-year anniver-
sary of Hurricane Sandy.

Doctors of the World 
USA held a grand opening 
Saturday for its Rockaways 
Free Clinic, at 230 Beach 
102nd St. The organization 
is part of France’s Médecins 
du Monde international 
healthcare network, 
which operates in 80 
countries.

Program Coor-
dinator Noah Barth 
said the organization had 
boots on the ground in the 
peninsula about a week 
after the storm with volun-
teer medical professionals 
making home visits to hur-
ricane victims.

“Over the course of do-
ing that, we came to under-
stand how bad the health 

situation was and how few 
resources there were, espe-
cially for the uninsured,” 
Barth said, explaining that 
plans for the clinic were in 
the works back in January.

Initially, the clinic 
will be open for 12 hours 
per week — from noon until 
8 p.m. Thursdays and from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Satur-
days to accommodate work-
ing families — but organiz-
ers hope to expand service 

dep end i n g 
on patients’ 
needs.

F o r 
p e n i n s u l a 

residents, accessing health-
care can be difficult with 
medical facilities spread 
out throughout the Rock-
aways, and some doctors 
leaving the area after the 
superstorm, according to 
Dr. Amber Featherstone, 
the clinic’s medical direc-
tor, and one of three staff 

members at the Rockaways 
site.

“Certainly people 
have the same problems 
that they had before, but 
now there are fewer medi-
cal providers,” she said, ex-
plaining that the clinic had 
been the site of a doctor’s 

office, which was flooded 
during Sandy.

 “It’s also an area with 
only one hospital for about 
115,000 people, so it’s quite 
a large area and it’s under-
served and the hurricane 
only helped to exacerbate 
that,” she said. “Now on 

top of that, there are a lot of 
stress-related issues.”

Peninsula Hospital 
shut down last year, and St. 
John’s Episcopal Hospital 
— the remaining facility 
on the peninsula — closed 
its chemical dependency 
unit and was under finan-
cial strain, staff said in 
August.

Featherstone said the 
clinic planned to partner 
with Catholic Charities 
Brooklyn and Queens for 
case management servic-
es, as well as the Visiting 
Nurse Service, which runs 
the Disaster Distress Pro-
gram, a 10-week therapy 
program in which nurses 
work with participants in 
their homes to address di-
saster-related stress, anxi-
ety and depression.

“Certainly [residents] 
are still experiencing the 
effects of Hurricane San-
dy,” Featherstone said.

In addition, the staffs 
hope to help patients man-
age chronic diseases like 
hypertension, diabetes and 
asthma and work with the 
large senior population on 
the peninsula.

“When you are unin-
sured, proper disease man-
agement can be difficult,” 
said Barth, who has been 
working in the Rockaways 
for the past 10 months.

Barth said organizers 
so far had received a strong 
response from Rockaways 
residents.

“This was something 
that was very much wel-
comed by the community,” 
he said.

The organization is 
also seeking medical pro-
fessionals and others to vol-
unteer at the clinic.

For more information, 
call 718-634-4941 or email 
rockawaysclinic@doctor-
softheworld.org.

Dr. Amber Featherstone, the clinic’s medical director, leads a tour 
of the facility, which has three exam rooms, a lab space and an of-
fice for case manager use. Photo by Christina Santucci

Global relief network opens health clinic in Rockaway
Doctors of the World USA sets up shop to treat uninsured residents days before anniversary 
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Hurricane Sandy 
transformed the Rock-
aways in many ways, both 
for the worse and better, 
but there is one change the 
storm brought about that 
some residents and elected 
officials are saying they es-
pecially hope will remain 
permanent: the Rockaway 
Beach Ferry Service.

“I love the ferry,” said 
Rockaways resident Mad-
eline Moch. “I hope they 
continue it forever.”

Moch, who was taking 
the subway Sunday from 
the Rockaways to Manhat-
tan to pick up her sister 
because the ferry does not 
run on weekends, was wait-
ing for the shuttle to carry 
her to the subway by 2 p.m. 
She was not due to meet her 
sister until 4.

She said she always 
has to allow extra time 
when taking the subway, 
which takes about an hour 
and half to Manhattan if 
she makes all her connec-
tions.

But when she rides the 
ferry, she said the trip is 
less than an hour to Man-
hattan. Moreover, the ride 
offers beautiful views and 
she usually finds a place to 
sit, she said.

“It’s a fun, nice way to 
go,” she said.

Salvatore Lopizzo, 

founder of the YANA Com-
munity Center in Rock-
away Park, is also a fan of 
the ferry, saying it could 
help bring economic devel-
opment to the Rockaways if 
made permanent.

“Even if they raise it 
to $5, it’s worth it,” he said. 
The ferry currently costs $2 
to ride one way.

The ferry, which de-
parts from Beach 108th 
Street and Beach Channel 
Drive in the Rockaways 
and runs to the Brooklyn 
Army Terminal on 58th 
Street and Pier 11 and East 
34th Street in Manhattan, 
was initiated as a way to re-
lieve transportation woes 
caused by the A-train sub-
way washout that halted 
service between the penin-
sula and mainland Queens 
after Sandy.

Subway service was 
restored in May and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg recent-
ly said the ferry will con-
tinue to run through Jan. 
31. It is unclear whether the 
service will be extended 
after that time, however, 
although some lawmak-
ers said they were pushing 
hard for its continuation.

“It’s the ferry I believe 
[the city and mayor] should 
spend their attention on,” 
said state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach).

He said ridership has 

BY JOE ANUTA

 Flood insurance rates 
began increasing for some 
Queens business and hom-
eowners at the beginning 
of October, but coastal 
communities believe the 
federal government has not 
looked hard enough to find 
a better solution to keeping 
its troubled insurance pro-
gram above water.

Hurricane Sandy 
caused $18 billion  in eco-
nomic losses to New York 
City and wreaked havoc 
in Queens communities in 
the Rockaways and in other 
southern neighborhoods 
like Howard Beach, Broad 
Channel and Hamilton 
Beach.

A year after the storm, 
as some communities have 
spent months rebuilding, 
certain residents will now 
face a 25 percent annual 
increase in their premiums 
with the National Flood In-
surance Program, which is 
run by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, 
until they reach a level that 

accurately reflects their 
risk for flooding. Other 
homeowners may see a 20 
percent annual increase in 
their rates in 2014, although 
that price hike is not yet set 
in stone.

In early October, 
coastal communities from 
Queens gathered in Broad 
Channel to rally against 
the rising costs, which Dan 
Mundy Jr.,  president of the 
Broad Channel Civic Asso-

ciation, says are crippling 
homeowners in the bor-
ough.

“Every house, every 
business in the town was 
flooded,” he said in an in-

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Relatives of a 77-year-
old man who slipped and 
fell down a dark stairwell 
in the Hammels Houses the 
day after Hurricane Sandy 
said the effects of the pa-
triarch’s death have not 
faded.

“Are we alive? Yes. Do 
we miss my dad? Yes. Are 
things back to normal? 
No,” said Allison McSwain-
Lockett, whose father Al-
bert McSwain, was among 
12 Queens people whose 
deaths were attributed by 
city officials to the super-
storm. “It is what it is.”

Ten people died in the 
Rockaways during and after 
the superstorm, a 30-year-

old man was killed when a 
tree crashed through the 
roof of his house in Flush-
ing, and a 23-year-old wom-
an was electrocuted when 
she stepped on a live wire 

in Richmond Hill, accord-
ing to the Police Depart-
ment.

Of those 10 deaths on 
the peninsula, the most 
recent was announced in 

June when the city medical 
examiner said a 62-year-old 
man had died in the storm 
surge. Keith Lancaster 
was discovered inside his 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard trailer in April, and 
the medical examiner said 
two months later he had ac-
cidentally drowned.

Other Rockaway fa-
talities attributed to Sandy 
were scattered through the 
peninsula.

Henry Sullivan, 50, 
and mail carrier Rick Gold, 
67, died in Belle Harbor; 
George Stathis, 90, and 
Nancy Sorenson, 50, in 
Rockaway Park; David Got-
thelf, 72, and Santina Reil-
ly, 87, in Rockaway Beach; 

Allison McSwain-Lockett holds a photo of her father Albert 
McSwain, who died after falling down in the stairwell of the 
Hammel Houses.

A Broad Channel home has a “Stop FEMA” sign in the window, part of a neighborhood protest against 
changes to flood insurance premiums resulting from adjustments to the agency’s maps. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Commuter Abisoye Oloruntoba (c.) uses his phone aboard the 
Rockaway ferry to Manhattan earlier this year.

Hurricane killed 12 people in Queens

Insurance rate hikes sting
Beachfront homeowners fret over rising premiums after storm 

Rockaway residents 
want to keep ferry

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 48

ONE YEAR LATER
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Sunlight streams in 
through the stained glass 
windows of St. Thomas 
More, casting a blue light 
into the apse of the Breezy 
Point church.

Before the altar sits a 
worn garden statue of the 
Virgin Mary, the ashen 
stone in sharp contrast 
against its surroundings.

A year ago the statue, 
christened “Virgin Mary 
of Breezy Point,” sat along 
Gotham Walk, the edge 
of the fire zone where so 
many homes were reduced 
to rubble as a result of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Surrounded by the 
charred remains of the 
homes, the statue became 
a beacon of hope, a symbol 
of fortitude. It was placed 
inside St. Thomas More 
within the month following 
the disaster.

In December, the 
FDNY announced that the 
worst fires on the peninsu-
la had been caused by ris- ing sea water coming into contact with electrical sys- tems. The Breezy Point fire leveled 126 homes and dam-

aged another 22, according 
to the FDNY.

For the most part, 
the Breezy Point homes 
that were not burned were 
flooded. Survivors told 
stories of houses pushed 
off their foundations, cars 
nose-diving into sinkholes 
and windows blown out by 
the wind and water.

Photos of Breezy Point 
became iconic for the devas-
tation the hurricane caused 
and the area has been slow 
to recover.

But progress is hap-
pening.

Tina and Richie Scan-
nell finally moved back 
into their home in the 
middle of October. They 
had been renting a house in 
Sheepshead Bay, while si-
multaneously paying their 
mortgage. The damage to 
their home was severe — 
three-quarters of the foun-
dation had collapsed, Tina 
Scannell said.

She said she is nervous 
about any future storms 

BY SHAWN KING

The Seaside branch of 
Queens Library is ready to 
reopen nearly a year after 
it was severely damaged 
during Hurricane Sandy.

The library, located 
on Beach 116th Street and 
Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard, sustained about $1.6 
million in physical dam-
ages when storm surge 
flooded the building, ac-
cording to Queens Library 
officials . Nearly half of the 
library’s book collection, 
about $500,000 in materials, 
was lost in the storm.

The interior and exteri-
or walls as well as the floors 

needed to be repaired, and 
the electrical system inside 
the building had to be com-
pletely redone, according 
to a spokeswoman for the 
library. Books that were 
salvageable were restored 
using a process called re-
mediation, which involves 
using ultra violet light to 
remove existing mold and 
prevent further molding.

The Seaside branch 
will officially re-open for 
business Monday, but a 
celebration to mark the 
branch’s return is slated 
for the day before - Sunday. 
Elected and community of-
ficials are expected to at-

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Bob Turner is hoping 
he and his family will be 
celebrating Christmas in 
their home this year in-
stead of the Kew Gardens 
apartment they have been 
renting for the last year.

The former U.S. con-
gressman, along with many 
other Breezy Point resi-
dents, lost his home to the 
wrath of Hurricane Sandy.

Turner’s home was 
leveled in a massive blaze 
that started after rising 
seawater came into contact 
with electrical systems. Ac-
cording to the FDNY, 126 

homes burned down and 
22 were damaged by fire 
in the Rockaway enclave. 

Many others suffered ma-
jor flooding.

Bob Turner, a former congressman, stands in front of his new 
home. By Christina Santucci

A swatch of Breezy Point burned to the ground as a result of 
Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Christina Santucci

Turner hopes burned house
will be rebuilt by yearend

Qns Public Library set to reopen
Seaside branch after $1.6M fi xup

Recovery still slow in Breezy Point
Progress gradual after fl ooding, fi res devastate close-knit community on peninsula’s western tip

Richie and Tina Scannell move back into their home almost one 
year after Hurricane Sandy hit. By Christina Santucci

Queens Library Facilities 
Coordinator George Carrera 
(r.) leads Dennis Verriello, the 
library’s director of Capital 
Program Management, on a 
tour of the storm-damaged 
Seaside branch.

Continued on Page 47 Continued on Page 57
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BY PHIL CORSO

Hurricane Sandy left a 
scar on Queens — and the 
rest of New York City — 
unlike any other storm in 
recent history, but Mother 
Nature might be an even 
greater threat looking for-
ward.

The city has been tak-
ing several cautious steps 
in the year since the storm 
hit, costing $18 billion in 
damages, to combat the 
greater threat of climate 
change with hopes of mini-
mizing the potential of an-
other horrific hurricane.

City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) has been chair-
man of the Council’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Com-
mittee and said the city has 
passed several pieces of 
key legislation to combat 
the changing climate. He 
said two bills passed last 
month made great strides 
in helping the city reduce 
stormwater runoff in se-

vere weather 
and protecting 
infrastructure.

“In the 
wake of Superstorm Sandy, 
we already know the danger 

that severe flooding poses 
to property, critical infra-
structure and, most impor-
tantly, lives,” Gennaro said. 
“With climate change mak-
ing the threat of storms like 
Sandy even more likely, ex-
ploring permeable surfaces 
for thousands of miles of 
city streets and sidewalks 
to absorb stormwater and 
reduce runoff has never 
been more important.”

Gennaro has also 
proposed measures in the 
Council to increase the use 
of clean-burning biodiesel 
fuel, revisions to the city’s 
air code and to further re-
duce greenhouse gas emis-
sions beyond the 30 percent 
reduction already mandat-
ed by law in the Council.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and his admin-
istration outlined last week 
just how prepared the city 
has become in the year 
since Sandy and spoke with 
great optimism.

“We are prepared. In 
fact, we are better prepared 
than we were for Sandy,” 
said Cas Holloway, deputy 
mayor of operations.

Holloway joined with 
other top city officials, in-

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
When Superstorm San-

dy hit a year ago, its tidal 
surge carried two shipping 
containers down Rock-
away Beach Boulevard that 
smashed into storefronts 
like a pair of 5,000-pound 
shoes in a washing ma-
chine.

“They banged against 
the walls and landed un-
derneath the el, ” said Beer 
House proprietor Phil 
Cicia, who owns a build-
ing with about 130 feet of 
streetfront property that 
housed two tenants in ad-
dition to his own business 
before the storm. “Welcome 
to the boulevard of broken 
dreams.”

With his back to the 
gleaming steel shutters he 
recently installed on his 
renovated storefronts, Cicia 
pointed at the steel reposito-
ries sitting in a parking lot 
across the street that tore 
three awnings belonging 
to a check casher, an H&R 
Block and his liquor store 
off the front of his building 
like they were Band-Aids.   

A year after the storm 
brought the peninsula’s 
economy to a standstill, Ci-
cia said the check casher is 
finally set to open its doors 
under new owners soon, 
and he is hoping he can use 
the extra income to invest 
in his own business’ recov-
ery.

“I had a decent sum-
mer,” he said. “If not, I 
would have picked up and 
left.”

Across the peninsula, 

owners of businesses that 
survived the Oct. 29 storm 
and its aftermath said that 
after squeaking by through 
a slow summer season, 
they are looking toward the 
future with cautious opti-
mism.

“The only good thing 
that came out of the storm 
is that people returned 
to shopping local,” said 
Lisa Long, owner of the 
pet supply store Rockapup 
on Beach 116th Street. “In 
general, though, it’s pretty 
bad.”

Long estimates that 
somewhere between 30 
percent and 40 percent of 
her business came from 
residents of Breezy Point, a 
neighborhood where nearly 
130 homes were burned to 
their foundations in a fire 
during the storm.

“The whole commu-
nity is gone,” Long said. 
“They have not even begun 
to rebuild because of the 
permits.”

Where residential re-
covery has stalled, officials 
made an urgent effort to 
get the peninsula open for 
business at the start of the 
summer tourism season.

The Ramones’ “Rock-
away Beach” blasted across 
the airwaves from Memo-
rial Day to Labor Day in ra-
dio ads promoting the area 
as a fun-in-the-sun destina-
tion spot, courtesy of the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

The city provided 
transportation via the 
Rockaway Ferry, by May 
A train service had been 
restored and for the second 
year in the row Rockabus 

shuttled Brooklynites to 
the beaches.

“Call them what you 
want — hipsters or young 
people or whatever. I love 
them. I think they’re great. 
They bring new 
life to the com-
munity,” said 
Rockaway Beach 
resident John Toolan, who 
said crowds seemed good at 
the concession stands that 
opened on the beach.

Intermittent construc-
tion kept various beaches 
closed, and the city Parks 
Department estimated the 
sand got about half the visi-
tors it received the year be-
fore Sandy.

Beach restoration, 
economic recovery and the 
possibility of rising flood 
insurance rates are all is-

Children play on Rockaway Beach, where additional sand had 
washed away to create a sharp drop in some sections. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Beer House owner Phil Cicia says plans to open a beer garden that were put on hold by Superstorm 
Sandy are now back on track. Photo by Christina Santucci

Environmental laws 
look ahead in boro

Mixed reviews on Rock biz
Peninsula’s shop owners set sights on second year after storm

One Year Later

Continued on Page 57
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
has given more than $250 
million to victims of Hur-
ricane Sandy who live in 
Queens, according to a 
spokesman.

Some $250,222,102 went 
to 27,075 Queens applicants, 
FEMA spokesman Jim 
Homstad said.

Those numbers are 
just a chunk of the more 
than $1 billion doled out 
to the 117,548 New York-
ers who applied for funds 
after the storm clobbered 
the East Coast last year on 
Oct. 29.

In just the United 
States, Sandy caused an 
estimated $65 billion in 
damage and resulted in 159 
deaths, according to the 
National Climactic Data 
Center.

Storm victims had 
until April 13 to apply for 
funds through FEMA’s In-
dividuals and Households 

Program.
The maximum IHP 

grant amount available for 
fiscal year 2013 was $31,900, 
Homstad said.

IHP is designed to pro-
vide money and services 
to disaster victims when 

property has been damaged 
or destroyed and losses are 
not covered by insurance, 
according to Homstad.

The goal of the pro-
gram is to help meet essen-
tial needs and assist disas-
ter victims in taking the 

first steps toward recovery, 
rather than return homes 
and other belongings to 
pre-disaster condition. Ex-
penses IHP covers include 
housing assistance for 
home repair or temporary 
housing as well as other 

costs such as furnishing, 
transportation and medi-

cal expenses.
F E M A 

does not pro-
vide money to 

individuals whose losses 
are covered by their insur-
ance.

Beyond the $31,900, 
one Breezy Point couple, 
Tom and Anke Long, said 
they also qualified for a 
$10,000 state grant.

The Longs said they 
were grateful they did not 
suffer the kind of damage 
other homeowners expe-
rienced. But their home 
did have several inches of 
flooding in the first floor 
that resulted in major — 
and expensive — damage.

“It was helpful,” Tom 
Long said about the funds 
he received from the state 
and FEMA. “But you don’t 
build a house with that.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said that while many in-
dividuals were helped by 

FEMA, many others — in-
cluding businesses, non-
profits and religions insti-
tutions — were not.

And some individuals, 
he said, “fell through the 
cracks.”

He said part of the 
problem was that some in-
spectors were inconsistent 
in how they evaluated the 
damage done to a home.

“That was frustrat-
ing,” Addabbo said. “We 
would have liked to have 
seen the same group of 
inspectors visit the same 
area of homes and have ev-
erybody evaluated in the 
same way. There was no eq-
uity there.”

While the deadline has 
passed for storm victims to 
apply for funding, FEMA 
may continue to provide 
recovery assistance until 
next April, 18 months after 
the disaster was declared 
Oct. 30, 2012.

The two other main 
sources of assistance were 

Despite significant damage to their Breezy Point home, Tom and Anke Long describe themselves as 
fortunate. By Christina Santucci

Emergency funds still trickling in after Sandy

Ready to enjoy a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer 
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profi t senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fi tness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about 
United Lifeline — our personal 
emergency response service gives 
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living, 
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.fl ushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Find us on

HOPE: It’s a New York Thing 

Project-H  PE
Call 1-800-LIFENET
Connect with a Project Hope counselor.
CONFIDENTIAL. FREE. 24/7.  #PROJECTHOPENYC

Many still struggle a year after Hurricane Sandy.  
Emotional support is still available with Project Hope.

©2013 The City of New York, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. All Rights Reserved.

One Year Later

Continued on Page 66



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 2

5-
31

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

TL

RICHMOND HILL — Police are looking for a suspect they say tried to rob three 
banks within the span of 70 minutes last week.

Cops said the suspect hit two banks in South Richmond Hill, a Chase on Lefferts Bou-
levard and a Citi Bank on Liberty Avenue, about six minutes apart after 9 a.m. Oct. 19.

The suspect, described as a black man in his 20s standing 6 feet tall and weighing 
between 185 and 200 pounds, allegedly handed tellers notes demanding money but left 
empty-handed.

On his third attempt, at an Astoria Federal Savings Bank on Hillside Avenue in Ja-
maica around 10:20 a.m., the suspect scored with $3,300, police said.

He was last seen wearing black sunglasses, a tan top and a black lumberjack-style 
hat, police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Footage shows woman being led from her home

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Suspect sought in trio of bank robberies: NYPD 

DIANA SANAY

WOODSIDE — The Police Department was reach-
ing out for help in finding a teenager who disappeared 
within the 108th Precinct, cops said.

Diana Sanay, 13, was last seen in her 65th Street 
residence Oct. 16 around 7 a.m., police said.

The NYPD described her as about 5-foot-3, 105 
pounds with brown eyes, black hair, light complexion 
and last seen wearing black jeans.

Cops are on the lookout for this suspect wanted in connection with bank robberies in southern and 
western Queens. Images courtesy NYPD

BREEZY POINT — A grainy video clip 
released last week shows Marisha Cheong, 
the 24-year-old student whose body was 
found on the shore in Breezy Point in Feb-
ruary, being led from her Jamaica apart-
ment by an unidentified woman, and police 
are hoping the footage will help them break 
open the unsolved murder case.

Cheong was last seen Dec. 19 at the 
apartment on 145th Street she shared with 
her boyfriend, Latchman Balkaran, police 
said.

Two months later, her decomposed 
body was discovered on the beach in Breezy 

Point. The medical examiner’s office ruled 
her death a homicide.

Now, eight months after the grim dis-
covery, police have released a 15-second 
clip from a surveillance camera placed 
across the street from Cheong’s home that 
shows a woman leading her from her apart-
ment, and police are looking to question 
the woman as a person of interest.

The clip shows the woman lead Cheong 
by her hand from her home as they turn 
around to close the front gate and walk 
down the street.

Woodside teenager disappears: Cops
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BY KAREN FRANTZ

The wrenching stories 
of destruction share many 
common elements: pews 
that had to be ripped out, 
waterlogged religious texts, 
congregants holding on to 
some sense of normalcy 
with makeshift services.

But now, one year after 
Hurricane Sandy left many 
of the houses of worship 
devastated in its wake, reli-
gious institutions in south-
ern Queens are largely back 
on their feet and optimistic 
about the future.

“We’re on the re-
bound,” said Barry Rach-
nowitz, director of the How-
ard Beach Judea Center 
Preschool, at 162-05 90th St.

He said that although 
the preschool and con-
nected synagogue are still 
struggling financially, they 
are managing and he is 
looking to the future with 
hope. Many vital repairs 
have been made, includ-
ing replacing ruined walls, 
furniture and religious ar-
ticles. And the preschool, 
which makes money for the 
synagogue through mem-
berships, is back to busi-
ness.

Other houses of wor-
ship that were still closed 
several months after the 
storm have also reopened 
their doors. Our Lady of 
Grace in Howard Beach 
opened Palm Sunday right 
before Easter,  while Christ 
Presbyterian Church by 

the Sea in Broad Channel 
opened two months ago.

But despite the victo-
ries, it has been a long year 
for many.

“It’s an exercise in pa-
tience, frustration and per-
severance,” said the Rev. 
Anthony Rucando, of Our 
Lady of Grace, at 100-05 
159th Ave.

He said the church took 
on water that was so high it 
reached over his head, and 
the floor, walls, boiler, stat-
ues and religious texts had 
to be repaired or replaced.

Don Minor, an elder at 
Christ Presbyterian by the 
Sea, at 102 Noel Road, said 
not having the church open 
was hard on its members. 
He said a few congregants 
died while the church was 
still closed and those fu-
nerals had to be held else-
where.

And despite major 
progress, some houses of 
worship still had addition-
al repairs to make one year 
after the storm.

Though the church 
itself was restored, Minor 
was hard at work Sunday 
rebuilding Christ Presby-
terian’s community hall, 
its main source of money. 
And Rachnowitz said that 
after about $50,000 already 
spent in emergency repairs 
to the Howard Beach Judea 
Center, he estimated an-
other $25,000 worth of work 
still needed to be done.

Religious leaders said 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Nighttime in the Chan-
nel is the easiest time to es-
timate how many residents 
of the 22-block-long coastal 
enclave have not returned 
after Hurricane Sandy.

“You can tell just by 
going down the block,” said 
Broad Channel resident 
Marty Feeney about streets 
dotted with homes whose 
lights haven’t been flipped 
back on since the super-
storm and empty houses 
with bare interiors.

“When you walk 
around at night, there are 
lights on and they aren’t 
finished,” said Feeney’s sis-
ter-in-law, Colleen Keegan, 
who is among dozens of dis-
placed residents. “People 
ran out of money.”

For the Blake family, 
the process of rebuilding 
their Cross Bay Boulevard 
home has been complicated 
by 38-year-old Julie’s sec-
ond bout with cancer.

“If you asked me a 
year ago how long we would 
be out of the house, I would 
have said, ‘We’ll be back in 
six months,’ and now here 
it is a year later and a ham-
mer hasn’t been swung,” 
the mother of two said 
while standing inside her 
mostly gutted two-story 
home Sunday afternoon. 
“We just don’t have the 
funds for it.”

The next day she was 
scheduled to receive her 
last radiation treatment, 
which had been paired 
with chemotherapy to com-
bat a diagnosis of uterine 
and cervical cancer earlier 
this year.

On June 27, Julie Blake 
had undergone a hysterec-
tomy, and test results right 
after the procedure showed 
that she had full-blown ver-
sions of both cancers.

“So that put a lot of 
things in perspective, too,” 
she said. “I don’t want to 
say it’s a lesson because 
losing the house was les-

son enough, but we slowed 
down worrying about the 
house during that time.”

Their home still bears 
the once-red sticker from 
the city Department of 
Buildings marking it as an 
“unsafe area.”

“It’s almost like no-
body wants to touch the 
house because they think 
that it has to be knocked 
down,” Julie Blake said.

The morning that 
Sandy struck, Julie Blake 

led family and friends, her 
children and their pets — a 
dog, a cat and a lizard — to 
a hotel in Ozone Park, while 
her husband John Blake 
stayed behind at the house 
until about 4 p.m., when he 
realized the extent of the 
storm surge. 

A yacht club’s crane 
that had been attached to 
the organization’s back 
deck washed up behind the 
Blakes’ home and was bang-
ing at the back of the house, 

and three home heating oil 
burners — including their 
own — overturned, dump-
ing oil into the house, Julie 
Blake said.

“You can see the water 
line,” she said, pointing to 
the faded brown mark on 
the wall of her kitchen 4 
feet off the ground. “And 
you can smell the oil.”

The family was ini-
tially offered $68,000 from 
their insurance company, 

Ed Phillips kneels down in his home’s crawl space, which he said was filled with oil after the storm. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Don Minor, an elder at Christ Presbyterian by the Sea, stands in-
side the repaired Broad Channel church. Photo by Christina Santucci

Broad Channel beckons 
Family waits to return to battered home as mom battles cancer

Houses of worship back
on feet after rebuilding

A home on Noel Road is be-
ing placed on pilings. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Julie Blake and her husband, John, are renting an apartment 
with their children Hannah and Hunter in the Rockaways. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 66

Continued on Page 66

ONE YEAR LATER
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HURRICANE SANDY 
EVENTS IN THE 
ROCKAWAYS

Fire & Flood — Join the House 
of Rock Church to refl ect on 
how Hurricane Sandy changed 
everyone’s lives.
Where: The Waterside School for 
Leadership, 190 Beach 110th St., 
Rockaway Beach
When: 7 p.m., Oct. 25

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — An 
exhibition to commemorate 
the one-year anniversary of 
Hurricane Sandy. An opening 
reception will be held Oct. 27 at 
12 p.m. and a night of refl ection 
Oct. 29 at 6 p.m.
Where: sTudio 7 Gallery, Fort 
Tilden
When: Oct. 26 to Nov. 24
Contact: 718-47-0861

Rockaway Youth Task Force 
Day of Service — The group is 
looking for volunteers to help 
build a community garden. A 
Hurricane Sandy “one year 
later” ceremony will also be 
held.
Where: Beach Channel Drive 
from Beach 45th to 46th streets, 
Arverne
When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct. 26

Rockaway Strong — Music, 
face painting, play therapy, 

games, spoken word stories, 
poetry and more. A Light 
Up Rockaway ceremony will 
provide refl ection.
Where: Beach Channel High 
School
When: 2 p.m., Oct. 27

Seaside Library Reopening 
Celebration— The library 
sustained $1.2 million in 
damages from Hurricane Sandy, 
including $500,000 in books. 
The library itself will reopen 
Oct. 28.
Where: Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard and Beach 117th 
Street, Rockaway Park
When: 3 to 5 p.m., Oct. 27

Interfaith Service — To 
commemorate the fi rst 
anniversary of Superstorm 
Sandy and its effects on the 
residents of southern Queens 
and to give thanks for their 
continuing recovery, residents 
of Howard Beach and Hamilton 
Beach are invited to an 
interfaith service. Please bring 
a candle.
Where: parking lot of West 
Hamilton Beach Volunteers, 
104th Street and Davenport 
Court, Hamilton Beach
When: 7 p.m., Oct. 28
Contact: 718-738-1111

Sandy: One Year Later — 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards will hold a panel and 
community discussion. Each 

member of the panel will give 
a brief update on the work 
they have been doing in the 
Rockaways, followed by a 
community discussion. RSVP.
Where: Queens Library at Far 
Rockaway, 16-37 Central Ave., 
Far Rockaway
When: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
Oct. 29
Contact: 718-471-7014

Rolling Up the Gates 
Storefront Tour — Buy retail 
space along the largest urban 
beach in the United States. 
Take tours of vacant retail 
spaces and meet with local 
fi nancial and business rescue 
organizations. RSVP.
Where: 231 Beach 116th St., 
Rockaway Park
When: 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Nov. 2
Contact: 347-823-5700, Ext. 313

Rockaway United Service 
Provider Fair — The Rockaway 
United Service Provider Fair 
is open to the public and will 
include a variety of service 
providers from the area. 
Attendees will be able to meet 
with service providers, get 
their blood pressure checked, 
receive free emergency 
preparedness items, participate 
in raffl es and more.
Where: Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 333 Beach 90th St., 
Rockaway Beach
When: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Nov. 2
Contact: 718-797-3068, Ext. 313

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Work is never done for 
the Rockaway Youth Task 
Force, which plans to mark 
the approaching one-year 
anniversary of 
Hurricane San-
dy by break-
ing ground on 
a community garden and 
holding a day of service.

“We are encouraging 
local high schools to take 
part in serving their com-
munity,” said the organiza-
tion’s 23-year-old founder, 
Milan Taylor, of the event 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

The 3 acres of shared 
space on Beach Channel 
Drive and Beach 58th Street 
will be used by peninsula 
residents to grow their own 

produce . The task force 
plans to get started on put-
ting in raised beds over the 
weekend, while remember-
ing how the superstorm 
sent flood waters surging 
through the peninsula at a 
3:30 p.m. ceremony.

“When Hurricane 
Sandy struck, we had a core 
group of young people that 
were committed to serving 
the community,” Taylor 
said about the roughly 20 
members, who are all be-

Ife Famojuro, 14, tosses trash into a bin in Far Rockaway during a 
Rockaway Youth Task Force cleanup earlier this year. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Rockaway youth group 
to plant Sandy garden

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

877-318-3020

Never trust a window 
that hasn’t been tested 
for our weather.
We test our window to withstand…

MINUS 20° 
Arctic temperatures…

120 MPH 
whipping winds…

8” OF SOAKING  
rain an hour

SAVE 20% ON WINDOWS 
& INSTALLATION1

OR

7 YEARS NO INTEREST1

You get the windows, we pay the interest!

Offer ENDS November 30th

Sandy’s winds reached 90 mph; 
our window is tested to 120 mph1

1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. 

No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and 

applies to minimum purchase of 5 or more windows. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all 

homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Di-

agnosis must be made and documented on or before 11/30/13, with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 

0% APR for 84 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer 

with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in 

full in 84 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance 

terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under 

terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other 

than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License 

#: H081015000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #: 43991-H. NYC 1307704.  Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating 

in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. *A PG25 pressure differential applied to the windows (48” x 48” size) in the lab on structural test only. Most Renewal by Andersen double-hung, picture and casement 

windows meet this structural performance. Temperature performance tested in differential chamber. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. 

©2013 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2013 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited warranty for details.

The strongest window will help keep you and 
your home safe and comfortable.  

•  As the replacement window division of 
Andersen, we promise you a window that’s 
been tested to last.*

•  You only want to do this job once, so we made 
our Industry Exclusive Fibrex® material 
twice as strong as vinyl.

One Year Later

Continued on Page 66
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Work begins where shutdown ends
I

t is overdue, but the fed-
eral government is open 
and the debt ceiling has 
been raised. This is a 

welcome development for 
our country, but the dam-
age caused is irreversible 
and was unnecessary.

Without repealing, 
delaying or defunding the 
Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act, reason-
able elected officials were 
able to avert a crisis that 
would have plunged the 
United States into another 
economic abyss, possibly 
worse than the Great Re-

cession.
We have ended the 

nightmare that took an 
enormous toll on millions 
of Americans, and I hope 
those who led us there will 
never do so again.

Furloughed federal 
employees can get back to 
work, and mothers, chil-
dren, veterans and seniors 
will once again receive vital 
services that should have 
never been taken away.

I hope the resolution to 
this shutdown is represen-
tative of the progress Dem-
ocrats and Republicans 

will be able to make during 
the upcoming budget nego-
tiations. We can solve the 
great problems facing our 
country, but we must resist 
the political extremists who 
will undoubtedly attempt to 
hijack the process again.

Politics is the art of 
compromise, and rather 
than waging futile battles, 
both parties need to come 
together for the good of our 
country.

The deal we passed 
should have been approved 
by Sept. 30, but now that 
the shutdown is over and 

default has been avoided, 
we must get back to con-
ducting the business of the 
American people and solv-
ing the many important 
problems Americans need 
us to fix.

I am glad we can fi-
nally move forward and put 
this sad and unnecessary 
chapter behind us.

Grace Meng
U.S. Representative

(D-Flushing)

STRUGGLE AND HOPE
It has been a year since Superstorm Sandy hurtled 

into Queens, leaving a scar on the Rockaway Peninsula 
and its neighbors on the nearby mainland. Other parts of 
Queens also felt the fury of the hurricane, but the coastal 
communities headed the borough’s casualty list both in 
terms of damage to property and human lives.

Many parts of the Rockaways, Broad Channel and 
Howard Beach still are struggling to re-thread the fabric 
of everyday life as residents and business owners await 
more FEMA aid and insurance payments.

But more than $250 million in FEMA funds has al-
ready been distributed in Queens, and some of this money 
can be found in rehabbed houses and storefronts as well as 
Small Business Administration loans.

Despite their spirit and will to recover, many Queens 
residents face challenging odds 12 months after the storm 
of the century.

Former U.S. Rep. Bob Turner hopes to move back into 
one of the first houses rebuilt in the fire-ravaged area of 
Breezy Point after Sandy burned down 126 homes in his 
close-knit beachfront community. Many other homes are 
in the pipeline, but some residents are awaiting the final 
rezoning of the FEMA flood maps, which will determine 
guidelines for house design and insurance rates, which 
are already on the rise.

Rockaway Beach made a comeback over the sum-
mer with hipsters from Brooklyn riding the Rockabus to 
the shore and other visitors flocking to the sand near the 
makeshift boardwalk. The A train, knocked out of service 
for six months, returned to take commuters to jobs on the 
mainland and to bring tourists out to buoy the fragile 
economy. Weekday ferry service, revived as an alternative 
to the shuttered subway, might become permanent.

In a sign of the devastation that still haunts the wa-
terfront communities, Doctors of the World USA — an in-
ternational humanitarian rescue group — has opened a 
free clinic in the Rockaways to treat uninsured residents. 
Occupy Sandy, a spin-off of the anti-Wall Street movement 
whose volunteers were among the first on the ground to 
help Rockaway storm victims, has begun training high 
school students for jobs to transform the peninsula.

The future of Queens’ battered communities hangs 
on the next generation. The Rockaway Youth Task Force, 
founded by Milan Taylor, 23, after the storm hit, collected 
supplies for residents and will mark the one-year anniver-
sary by breaking ground on a community garden.

These are the leaders who will shape the future of the 
borough’s vulnerable but vibrant waterfront neighbor-
hoods.
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The Cliffs should provide a good workout
I 

would like to respond 
to your Oct. 11-17 article 
“The next generation in 
fitness arrives in Asto-

ria/LIC,” about the Cliffs at 
LIC grand opening celebra-
tion Oct. 10.

I am a physician in 
sports medicine, and this 
story is a great introduc-
tion to rock climbing. It is a 
welcome piece of news amid 
numerous stories of poor 
health in today’s world. I am 
writing to encourage the 
Astoria community to get 
out and exercise. The story 
reviewed the opening of a 
new fitness center in Long 
Island City, The Cliffs. It is 
mainly a rock climbing and 
bouldering center, but also 
offers a full fitness gym, in-
cluding weights, cardio and 
personal training services, 
according to its website.

This is a wonderful 
new addition to the grow-
ing Astoria/LIC fitness 
community. Rock climb-
ing has experienced a sort 

of rebirth after its initial 
craze years ago, along with 
other whole-body, natural 
exercise trends that have 
taken over America in the 
last few years. For those of 
you unfamiliar, the new 
way to work out is not with 
traditional weight-and-ca-
ble machines or your basic 
aerobic class — and it hap-
pens to be better for you.

These progressive 
ways employ whole body, 
body weight exercises and 
moving in a more natural, 
practical, useful way. For 
example, rock climbing, 
with all those high-knee 
lifts, reaching, pulling and 
gripping would make it 
easier for me to go up and 
down stairs and to crawl on 
the ground chasing around 
my two children. Going 
to the gym and just doing 
the circuit of weight ma-
chines would not necessar-
ily translate into real-world 
movements.

Other examples of 

these newer fitness trends 
include suspension train-
ing, where you do all your 
pushing and pulling with 
your arms or legs suspend-
ed in ropes from the ceiling. 
This forces you to be able to 
carry your own weight, so 
to speak, enabling you to 
do pushups, pull-ups and 
squats by yourself. I have 
seen these in fitness stu-
dios all over Astoria.

A more purist approach 
to this natural form of fit-
ness is striving to become 
an ancestral athlete, such 
as in the ways of MovNat 
and The Primal Blueprint. 
These styles really make 
you get out there and exer-
cise outside, ditching the 
rock climbing wall for a 
real rock, doing pull-ups 
from a tree branch rather 
than a suspension trainer. 
They encourage things like 
exercising while barefoot, 
too. Not surprisingly, most 
of the success with these 
forms of exercise is Out 

West, where the weather 
permits it and plenty of 
outdoor greenspace allows 
it. While these approaches 
make sense from a nature 
point of view, it may not 
end up being realistic in 
New York.

One of the more ex-
treme approaches to this 
newer form of fitness is 
CrossFit. The CrossFit gym 
is a small area filled with 
heavy weights and an at-
mosphere opposite to your 
cookie-cutter, mega-globo-
gyms of America. Here, 
Olympic-style lifting is the 
backbone and the empha-

sis is on multi-joint move-
ments, heavier weights, 
full-body pushing and pull-
ing and overall nonstop ac-
tivity. Finding a CrossFit-
ter with a dry shirt is rare. 
These guys put the work in 
workout.

While compound lift-
ing, using multi-joint move-
ments, exercising multiple 
muscle groups and using 
heavier weights than you 
may be accustomed to at 
the same time is a great fit-
ness plan on paper, I have 
seen many CrossFit inju-
ries in my office. This style 
may be best after you have 
gotten a few months of exer-
cise under your belt. I know 
of two CrossFit boxes both 
within walking distance 
in my neighborhood, and 
as long as you play it smart 
with CrossFit, it is a great 
form of fitness.

In summary, The 
Cliffs marks the latest in a 
growing number of practi-
cal, natural, whole-body 

forms of fitness that are 
spreading over Astoria/
LIC and the rest of the city. 
It is great progress in the 
area of health and wellness 
and a more primal, natural 
approach to exercise. Any 
these fitness trends sounds 
great, and I am not promot-
ing one over the other. You 
could walk over to your lo-
cal park and start running 
around, jumping, squat-
ting, climbing, using the 
Parcourses or doing your 
own playground workout.

Search fitness equip-
ment at nycgovparks.org 
to find outdoor fitness play-
grounds in your area. Let’s 
be safe out there, and I hope 
one day to see you exercis-
ing naturally.

Dr. Ken Vitale
Manhattan

Lawsuits drive up healthcare costs

O
ne of the highlights 
of city Public Ad-
vocate Bill de Bla-
sio’s campaign for 

mayor was his arrest at a 
protest against the closure 
of another city hospital. De 
Blasio’s primary solution 
was and continues to be to 
throw money at the prob-
lem, but unless we address 
the spiraling costs of law-
suits, New York hospitals 
will continue to close.

Due to lawsuits, medi-
cal liability insurance in 
New York costs more than 
anywhere else in the Unit-
ed States — double that of 
the next highest state, Cali-
fornia. Despite these outra-
geous costs, we as taxpay-
ers are forced to subsidize 

our broken medical liabil-
ity insurance system to the 
tune of $150 million a year.

But it is more than a 
cost problem. As these hos-
pital closings show, New 
York’s astronomical medi-
cal liability costs are affect-
ing access to healthcare, 
often by those who need it 
most. In New York, 19 hos-
pitals have closed since 
2000, leaving several neigh-
borhoods underserved.

Many still recall the 
2008 attempted closure of 
Brooklyn’s Long Island 
College Hospital’s materni-
ty ward because of liability 
costs.

Frivolous lawsuits are 
a key driver of the cost of 
medical liability insurance 

in New York. According 
to a study at the Harvard 
School of Public Health, 
more than half of medical 
malpractice lawsuits ana-
lyzed were frivolous or of 
uncertain merit.

We must enact com-
mon sense lawsuit reforms 
to solve our medical liabil-
ity crisis. Until we do so, 
New York’s hospitals will 
continue to close, de Bla-
sio’s protests notwithstand-
ing.

Thomas B. Stebbins
Executive Director

Lawsuit Reform Alliance 
of New York
Albany, N.Y.

Debt ceiling debacle will continue

A
fter more than two 
weeks of political 
gridlock, there was 
finally an agreement 

to reopen the government 
and raise the debt ceiling 
to prevent the nation from 
defaulting on its financial 
responsibilities.

These past two weeks 

really have proven that our 
political system is broken 
and divided. While it is 
good that both sides were 
able to come to an agree-
ment, we may have to start 
this whole convoluted pro-
cess again in early 2014 — a 
discomforting but realistic 
and unnerving fact.

The cast of clowns, 
idiots, miscreants and buf-
foons in Washington, D.C., 
may have even more sur-
prises for us come January 
and February.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Rock climbing has 
experienced a sort 
of rebirth after its 
initial craze years 

ago.
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n October 1941, with the 
war in the United States 
a little more than a 
month away, war clouds 

gathered as the Japanese 
“peace cabinet” stepped 
down and the United States 
ordered all ships in the Far 
East to make for friendly 
ports. Ships were leav-
ing Japan with American 
nationals on board while 
Japanese nationals were 
preparing to leave Amer-
ica. The Japanese press 
whipped up hysteria over 
the Allied oil embargo.

●

Charles Lindbergh in 
a speech before the paci-

fist America First rally, 
declared, “American de-
mocracy is lost. We are 
governed by a man who is 
drawing more and more 
dictatorial powers into his 
hands.”

Lindbergh feared that 
next year’s elections would 
be suspended. Lindbergh 
complained that newspa-
pers gave propaganda from 
Moscow while facts and 
arguments against the war 
made the back pages, if at 
all.

●

Meanwhile, across 
Queens simulated war 
drills were taking place.

Seaborne troops 
backed by dive-bomber cap-
tured Fort Tilden at the tip 
of the Rockaway peninsula. 
Outnumbered 2-1, the de-
fenders were annihilated.

In control of the fort, 
the military game then sim-
ulated the attackers using 
the fort’s guns to lob thou-
sands of 16-inch steel shells 
on Manhattan. Called to 
dislodge the attackers, Na-
tional Guard units from 
Flushing, Hempstead and 
Jamaica rush to the Rock-
aways.

It takes them an hour 
to repair the (theoretical) 
damage to the bridges. 
Units that arrive on the 
scene without gas masks 
complain that it was un-
fair to be tear gased in the 
simulated assault. Senior 
officers undoubtedly dis-
covered they had a lot of 
training to do.

●

Perhaps the boys could 
have let off steam if they 
bowled at the new Queens 
Bowling Center in the Long 
Island City Commercial 
League for the Kelvinator, 
Haulage, Pullman or Green 
Point teams.

The Court Square 
Brewster Union has teams 
named Cowling #2, Weld-
ers #6, Doghouse #1, Fit-
ting and Chauffeurs.

The Norwood Division 
has Sheet Metal #1 and Fu-
selage #1.

The Queens Master 
Bakers Association, bowl-
ing at the National Acad-
emy, was represented by 
the Technicakes, Breddos, 
Cheese and Hajo Whirlers 
teams.

At Terminal Recre-
ation in Flushing, the Elec-
tric League’s teams were 
named Meter, Inventory, 

Overhead, Sales and Pro-
duction.

John “Moldy” Mathes 
showed the way in the 
Drafting Room League as 
the Erasers crushed the 
Pencil Pushers, Straight 
Edgers and Screwballs.

●

With a sly twinkle in 
the eye, the Star-Journal 
reported on Borough Hall’s 
taste in artwork. Promptly 
at 4 p.m., “Fat Boy” is given 
to Queens by Newbold Mor-
ris, president of the City 
Council. Officially called 
“Civic Virtue” but popular-
ly called Fat Boy, the monu-
ment depicts a muscled 
man towering majestically 
overhead.

Unfortunately, Mac-
Monnies, the sculptor, 
carved it with the hero 
trampling a woman under-
foot. A marble foot crushes 
her neck. Banished from 

City Hall Park, the city 
placed it in front of Queens 
Borough Hall with official 
blessing but without gen-
eral public approval.

It is given with Man-
hattan’s compliments. The 
statue is dedicated at the 
long-awaited ceremony. 
Does anyone care? What 
arrangements have been 
made for handling the 
crowds? Borough Presi-
dent Harvey does not state 
the plans in the announce-
ment.

About 120 people, 
mostly borough hall em-
ployees, were on hand for 
the dedication.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

‘Civic Virtue’ made its Queens debut in October 1941

Illegal apartments lead to decline in area’s quality of life

P
eople often buy a 
house or rent a le-
gal apartment in a 
neighborhood which 

has a good quality of life. 
Communities are zoned in 
such a way so as to protect 
the quality of life there. 
The zoning dictates the size 
of the houses and thus how 
many people can live in 
the dwellings. If a resident 
thinks a neighbor is vio-
lating the zoning laws, he 
or she can file a complaint 
with the local community 
board or with the city De-
partment of Buildings.

Illegal apartments in a 
cellar, the part of a building 
where more than half the 
height is below curb level, 

are dangerous because of-
ten there is only one way 
out, they have toilets which 
might overflow with sewer 
water, have poor ventila-
tion and add more people 
to a building than it was 
originally build for. Illegal 
apartments in upper floors 
could make them firetraps 
and add more people to the 
building. More people mean 
more garbage, more cars 
parked everywhere and of-
ten trash on the property.

People buy a house in 
a neighborhood with trees, 
lawns, bushes, schools 
nearby and parks with gar-
bage cans not overflowing. 
Illegal apartments often 
bring in people who just 
live there and do not care 
how the property looks. 
Some developers put in 
several illegal conversions 
so they can make money. 
Some neighborhoods have 
many such houses. Yes, 
some nice people often buy 
a house, take care of it and 

want to rent out rooms to 
make money to pay the 
mortgage. They can only do 
so, however, if the zoning 
permits them to do so.

But if we let the “nice” 
people violate the zoning 
laws, others will do so and 
the excess people will over-
whelm the sewer pipes, 
parking spaces and school 
space and cause fires, 
which will destroy adjoin-
ing houses. A nice neigh-
borhood can go downhill 
fast if the zoning resolution 
is violated and too many 
people fill up the neighbor-
hood. Illegal apartments 
affect first one house, then 
another, then a block de-
teriorates, then the next 
blocks starts to look dis-
reputable and then a whole 
area turns into a slum.

There are groups that 
are saying that parts of a 
house should be permitted 
to add apartments. It sounds 
good to say that people need 
places to live. Developers al-

ways want to build more to 
make money. Some people 
buy a house so they can di-
vide it up to make money. It 
is up to our government to 
find ways for banks to lend 
money to people who want 
to build legal dwellings in 
non-flood-prone areas. It is 
up to our government offi-
cials to protect our Queens 
communities.

Do you know that last 
year the DOB received 
18,126 complaints about il-
legal conversions? Queens 

had the most due to our 
civic pride, given our many 
active civic and block asso-
ciations, which constantly 
fight to preserve and im-
prove our neighborhoods.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The wheels of jus-
tice turned for the Long 
Island Rail Road retirees 
who went to crooked doc-
tors and received fake dis-
ability pensions.

When the scandal 
broke a few years ago, it 
seemed most of the LIRR 

retirees had disability 
pensions. It made civil ser-
vice retirees like me who 
worked their whole lives 
and did the right thing, 
had an age-related illness 
and retired legally feel like 
jerks.

Happily, justice is 
catching up with these 
people. The other day, the 
27th and 28th people plead-
ed guilty to mail, wire and 
health care fraud conspir-
acy for receiving benefits 
based on bogus medical 
conditions. No wonder our 
government has such high 
debts.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: It seems the cost of 
medicines is steadily rising 
even as people are being 
dissuaded from purchasing 
medicines overseas.

Why should the same 
asthma inhaler sell for $250 
here but cost about $50 in 
Europe?

COLUMNS

Illegal apartments in a cellar are 
dangerous because often there is only 

one way out and they have toilets 
which might overfl ow with sewer water, 

have poor ventilation and add more 
people to a buidling.

Bob
Harris

■

■
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For more information about Flushing Bank, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, neighbors across 

Brooklyn and Queens provided support for each other in a 

time of need. We saw local communities pulling together, 

neighbors supporting neighbors and the helping hand of 

strangers. Proving that no matter how severe this storm was, 

it was no match for the resolve and charity of New Yorkers. 

Flushing Bank has been helping local communities for over 

80 years and is proud to provide continued support of the 

relief efforts after the storm.
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istorians often point 
out that political 
movements work 
in cycles. After a 

few terms of Republican 
presidents, for example, we 
often see a shift to a Demo-
cratic president, like when 
Barack Obama followed 
George Bush Jr. and Bill 
Clinton defeated George 
Bush Sr., who succeeded 
Ronald Reagan.

Voters, particularly in 
a recession or the prolonged 
stagnation we are in now, 
yearn for change and hope 
a shift to the other party 
will bring more prosperity.

Generally, it is true 
that people vote with their 
pocketbooks, and with the 
global economic stagna-

tion, we have seen more tu-
mult and turnover in lead-
ership around the world in 
recent years.

Here in New York 
City, we’re also witnessing 
the pendulum swing back 
dramatically to a likely 
populist and self-styled pro-
gressive mayor, who dif-
fers significantly in tone, 
style and priorities from 
his two predecessors, Mike 
Bloomberg and Rudy Giu-
liani.

After 20 years of Re-
publican — albeit of a lib-
eral variety — mayors, we 
now are likely to have a left-
of-center Democrat, Bill de 
Blasio, running our city.

After 20 years of pro-
active policing and a re-
cord drop in all crime cat-
egories, many New Yorkers 
believe the high price of 
diminished civil liberties 
outweighs the decrease in 
crime statistics. Time will 
tell whether de Blasio and 
his new police commission-

er will be able to balance a 
new approach to policing — 
namely less stop-and-frisk 
— and still keep New York 
the safest large city in the 
country.

The middle class and 
members of New York’s la-
bor unions will finally have 
a friend and champion in 
de Blasio, but here again he 
will have to walk a fine line 

between being fair with city 
workers’ salary increases 
and the need to assure New 
York’s business community 
that our already large tax 
burden will not increase in 
the next four years.

Was this pendulum 
shift to a left-of-center may-
or inevitable because of the 
cycles of history? I’ll leave 
that question to the histori-

ans and pundits who have 
a broader view of political 
cycles.

But recall that in 1993 
the major issue in the city 
was crime, and that is why 
former crusading U.S. at-
torney Giuliani defeated 
David Dinkins. In 2001, it 
was stability and the need 
to calm Wall Street in the 
wake of Sept. 11 that led to 

the election of billionaire 
Bloomberg.

In 2013, it seems that 
income inequality, the con-
troversial policing policy of 
stop-and-frisk and a gener-
al yearning for change will 
propel likely winner Bill de 
Blasio to City Hall.

Where will the pen-
dulum swing over the next 
four to eight years as de 
Blasio attempts to put his 
stamp on the city?

Stay tuned. It should 
be an interesting ride.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Changing political winds will usher in de Blasio

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 2

5-
31

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

16

TL

BY PHIL CORSO

A year has gone by, but 
the name “Hurricane San-
dy” has remained on the 
tip of everyone’s tongues 
in Howard Beach since the 
devastating hurricane bat-
tered the New York area, 
residents said.

Even Jonah Cohen, 
chief of the West Hamilton 
Beach Volunteer 
Fire and Ambu-
lance Corps, had 
to break early in 
an initial sit-down with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
to field a phone call from 
a Howard Beach native 
asking how they can help 
with the ongoing recovery 
efforts.

“You’re always finding 
people who want to help,” 
he said. “The community is 
coming back — slowly but 
surely. A lot of people have 
come back and are still re-
building.”

Cohen’s group lost a 
big chunk of equipment on 
the lower level of its Dav-
enport Court headquarters 
during the storm as well as 
three fire trucks and two 
ambulances, he said.

And after an entire 
year of trying to put Sandy 
behind them, the Howard 
Beach community made 
plans to commemorate the 
storm’s anniversary with 
a vigil planned in Hamil-

ton Beach. Cohen said his 
group would be joining 
with area elected officials 
and groups like the Ham-
ilton Beach Civic Associa-
tion at an Oct. 28 vigil to 
reflect on how far the com-
munity has come since the 
storm brought Queens to 
its knees.

Cohen said that while 
residents’ homes have been 

largely re-
built and most 
people’s lives 
have returned 

to mostly normal routines, 
there were still under-the-
radar issues that needed to 
be addressed. On any given 
drive through Hamilton 
Beach, the volunteer fire 
chief said he still encoun-
tered hazardous potholes 
in the streets and severely 
damaged or rusted fire hy-
drants on quiet residential 
streets.

“I know the city is 
strapped, but they have to 
start thinking about how to 
get more aid to firefighting 
and helping people,” Cohen 
said.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) has 
kept his fingers on the com-
munity’s pulse as residents 
continued to recover and 
said he noticed two sepa-
rate stories unfolding in 
southern Queens.

“I see it as a tale of 
two worlds,” Addabbo said. 

“One world is just about 
back to normal. There are 
parts of my district where 
stores have returned, resi-
dents are back in their 
homes and back to work, 
while their children are 
back to their normal lives.”

But at the same time, 
the senator said there 
were still evident effects of 
Sandy that could be seen 
while driving down the 
commercial strip of Cross 
Bay Boulevard, where busi-
nesses have still been on 
the mend.

“Then there is the oth-
er world, which is far from 
being back to normal,” Add-
abbo said. “In that world, 
the stores are still closed 
and possibly never com-
ing back due to the damage 
from Sandy. Some of those 
residents who worked at 
those stores are out of work 
and some are out of their 
homes.”

Some popular store-
fronts and commercial 
spots have reopened since 
the storm, including the 
Howard Beach Post Office 
Substation B near Coleman 
Square, Lenny’s Clam Bar 
and the community staple, 
Cross Bay Diner.

But that was not to say 
they were back to the way 
they were before Sandy.

Since the storm, the 
Federal Emergency Man-

The moon’s reflection is visible in Jamaica Bay over Hamilton Beach. Photo by Christina Santucci

Howard Beach battling 
ongoing effects of storm

helps you get back 
on your feet.
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World-Class Vascular Surgical Care 
Close to Home
Vascular Associates of  Long Island has joined North Shore-LIJ Medical Group.
The physicians at Vascular Associates of Long Island specialize in treating and helping patients manage a full range of vascular conditions  
relating to carotid artery disease, venous disease, wounds and swollen limbs. Utilizing the extensive resources of North Shore-LIJ Health System  
and its Comprehensive Wound Healing Center, patients receive coordinated, quality clinical care through state-of-the-art treatment options.

For an appointment at any location, call (516) 328 -9800. 

2001 Marcus Avenue, Suite South 50, Lake Success, New York 11042

95-25 Queens Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Rego Park, New York 11374

94-07 156th Street, Howard Beach, New York 11414

Larry A. Frankini, MD, FACS 

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Franklin 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Forest Hills Hospital; Assistant 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

William Doscher, MD, FACS 

Associate Chair, Ethics Committee, 
Surgery, North Shore-LIJ; Associate 
Professor, Surgery, Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine

Learn more about the physicians at  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group  
Vascular Associates of Long Island.

For more information on North Shore-LIJ Medical Group,  
go to nslijdocs.com.

Most insurances accepted

Omid Rahmani, MD, FACS  

Chief, Vascular Surgery, Forest Hills 
Hospital; Chief, Endovascular Surgery, 
Franklin Hospital; Assistant Professor, 
Surgery, Hofstra North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine

A tireless fighter for 
our community!

As our Council Member, 
Lew will work “25/7” to deliver for us!

ENDORSED BY SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER AND THE LEADERS WE TRUST: 
Rep. Joe Crowley,  Mayoral Candidate Bill de Blasio, Scott Stringer, Melinda 
Katz, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, Rep. Gregory Meeks, Senators Joe Addabbo & 
Jose Peralta; Assemblymembers Mike Miller, Phil Goldfeder, Francisco Moya 
& Vivian Cook; Councilmembers Liz Crowley, Donovan Richards, Leroy Comrie 
& Karen Koslowitz. 

Paid for by Lew M. Simon 2013

For information: 718.945.1216, or visit us at  
      Lew for 32!!! and        @LewMSimon2013

Democrat
For City Council

Lew
SIMON

SANDY REBUILDING 
• Hire locally for rebuilding and expand city contracts for local small businesses
• Work to end unfair flood insurance rate hikes 

EDUCATION 
• Fair funding and more schools for growing communities
• Improve school safety and stop bullying 

HEALTH CARE 
• Immediate moratorium on Hospital closings
• Lead the fight for a new community hospital. 

SAFER STREETS 
• Improve street lighting throughout our community
• Hire more police and expand community policing
• End firehouse closings and support volunteers 

TRANSPORTATION 
• Reactivate the LIRR Rockaway Beach Line 
• Expand Express Buses 
• HOV lane for Woodhaven/Cross Bay Blvd.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

More than 100 evacu-
ees who were displaced by 
Superstorm Sandy nearly a 
year ago found themselves 
in a Catch-22 situation last 
week when those with the 
poorest chances of finding 
a permanent place to stay 
were dropped from the pro-
gram footing their hotel-
room bills.

And faced with few 
other options, a Howard 
Beach woman and a dozen 
or so other people chose to 
stay in their hotel rooms 
under the city’s tenants 
rights, which will require a 
date in Housing Court.

“Some returned to 
relatives with a support 
system. Some went to the 
city’s shelter system and 
others stayed in the hotel. 
I don’t know what they’re 
doing, frankly,” said Peter 
Gudaitis, chief response of-
ficer for New York Disaster 
Interfaith Services.

“Eventually, they’re 

going to be taken to Hous-
ing Court and they will be 
evicted and they’re going 
to be responsible for their 
hotel bills,” he added. “It 
can take six to eight weeks 
to evict a client. As you can 
imagine, that bill can be 
extraordinary, even at 100 
bucks a night.”

Gudaitis said there 

were about 340 evacuees 
staying in hotel rooms Oct. 
4 when the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
funds that the city was us-
ing to pay for their rooms 
dried up.

At the 11th hour the 
Red Cross made a $1 mil-
lion donation to New York 
Disaster to cover the costs, 

but Gudaitis said that with 
limited funds the nonprofit 
had to decide who could 
reasonably land on their 
own feet with a helping 
hand, and who would need 
to be supported with no end 
in sight.

“We’re committed to 
households that have a via-
ble housing solution beyond 

their hotel stay,” he said, 
adding he was confident 
the group could support the 
approximately 220 evacuees 
who had viable plans. “The 
others either had chronic 
challenges before the storm 
or are unwilling to par-
ticipate in the program or 
have no viable recovery 
program. We 
didn’t have the 
resources to 
support them 
for an indefi-
nite period of time.”

FEMA and the U.S. 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
are providing evacuees 
with rental vouchers that 
will pay $1,300 a month for 
a one-bedroom apartment 
for two years, but many are 
finding it difficult to make 
a deal with a landlord who 
will take them on.

“It’s an extremely diffi-
cult situation we’re facing,” 
said Anna, a Howard Beach 
resident who has been stay-
ing in a hotel near John 

F. Kennedy International 
Airport since soon after the 
storm hit last year. “[Land-
lords] are going to pick the 
cream of the crop. They’re 
going to go to the best can-
didates. It makes sense.”

Anna, who asked that 
her last name not be used, 
is one of the 101 people who 

suddenly found 
themselves on the 
hook for their ho-
tel expenses last 
Friday.

But since her only oth-
er income consists of dis-
ability payments, she said 
she cannot find a landlord 
who will accept her vouch-
er.

As of Tuesday evening 
the hotel she was staying 
in had not served her with 
notice she would be taken 
to court. Anna had noth-
ing but kind words for the 
management and said she 
understood the situation 
she was putting them in by 
staying but she had to place 

Demolition work is underway on the Rockaway Peninsula in the wake of Superstorm Sandy. A year lat-
er, about 100 evacuees find themselves with limited housing options. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Some Sandy evacuees left with few housing choices

Paid for by Craig Caruana 2013

One Year Later

Continued on Page 47
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TLAttention Voters:
For the 2013 General Election voters will use the ballot scanner and/or Ballot Marking Device (BMD).

Get Your Paper Ballot.
Pick up your paper ballot and privacy sleeve 
at the sign-in table from the poll worker. 

Scan Your Paper Ballot. 
Insert your marked ballot into the
scanner to cast your vote.

Mark Your Paper Ballot. 
Use a pen or ballot-marking device (BMD) to 
mark your choices on your ballot. Fill in the ovals
above or next to the names of the candidates/
proposals of your choice with the pen provided.

Only registered voters can vote in this election.
Sign up to receive the latest news and information from 

Board of Elections in the City of NY, by visiting the Board’s website:

www.vote.nyc.ny.us
To locate your pollsite and view your sample ballot, visit 

www.nyc.pollsitelocator.com
866-VOTE-NYC (866-868-3692) • TTY 212-487-5496

1

2

3

Using your smartphone, 
download the FREE QR code reader. 
Once downloaded, open the application 
to point, click, and discover.

The General Election
is Tuesday, November 5, 2013

Polls are Open 6 am - 9 pm

VOTING IS AS EASY AS 1 - 2 - 3

To correctly mark your
ballot, fill in the ovals
above or next to the
names of the candidates
or proposals of your
choice using the pen
provided. 

JOHN DOE

Correctly Marked Oval. 

Accessible ballot marking devices (BMDs) are available. 



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 2

5-
31

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

20

TL

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In the first moments 
after Hurricane Sandy 
made landfall in the Rock-
aways, the churning seawa-
ter rushed ashore, headed 
straight up Marina and 
Kevin Callaghan’s street 
and completely flooded 
their basement, where 
it destroyed Kevin’s art 
studio and much of his 
work.

It was devastating 
to realize nearly every one 
of Kevin Callaghan’s cre-
ations was gone in a flash, 
but after hearing the fates 
of some of their neighbors, 
including three who died 
that night, the Callaghans 
knew the loss of art and 
other possessions warrant-
ed little grieving.

“My husband just ac-
cepted it immediately,” said 
Marina Callaghan, a board 
member of the Rockaway 
Artists Alliance. “But for 

a lot of people it was so de-
moralizing and so horrific 
to lose most of their art. It 
was hard to accept.”

The alliance, which 
started about 20 years ago, 
was created to provide a 
nurturing place for artists 
to create and display their 
work. Its offices are based 

in Rock-
away Park, 
but its two 
g a l l e r i e s 
are in Fort 

Tilden, which took a major 
hit from Sandy.

 Like many people 
who survived a traumatic 
incident, many alliance 
members experienced the 
classic symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder, 
Callaghan said.

“Some people became 
very angry and they didn’t 
even know who they were 
angry at,” Callaghan said. 
“Others felt sorry for them-
selves and some people even 

got sick.”
Even with the passing 

of a year some artists re-
main stuck, Maryann McE-
voy, another RAA board 
member, said.

“I talked with one art-
ist this past summer and 
she said, ‘Oh, you’ve started 
quilting again?’” McEvoy 
said. “She just couldn’t get 
back into it.”

It also took the RAA 
some time to get back to 
their mission. With board 
members dealing with ev-
erything from the loss of a 
car up to the complete de-
struction of their homes, 
holding meetings and plan-
ning art shows seemed 
inappropriate. They also 
needed time to salvage the 
buildings they maintain at 
Fort Tilden.

Building T6, which the 
RAA used as a small gal-
lery, suffered major dam-
age. Next door, Building T7 
had fewer structural issues 

but still needed work after 
the pipes froze and burst 
when the entire Fort Tilden 
campus was shut down for 
months.

This coming weekend, 
Building T7 opens with 
the RAA’s newest exhibi-
tion: Calm/Storm/Rebirth. 
About 45 artists have cre-
ated works that revolve 
around the days leading up 
to Sandy and its continuing 
aftermath.

Pieces include oil, wa-

tercolor and acrylic paint-
ings, sculptures and photo-
graphs. Paintings of idyllic 
beach scenes give way to 
photographs of burned-out 
homes and scattered be-
longings hidden in mounds 
of sand.

Throughout the show, 
which runs until Nov. 24, 
the RAA has planned spe-
cial events. On Oct. 29, the 
anniversary of the storm, 
the gallery will hold a night 
of reflection with relaxing 

music setting a quiet tone. 
Then on Nov. 2, visitors can 
watch John Sica’s film “7 
Miles to Shore,” about Dy-
lan Smith, the young Rock-
away man who rescued sev-
eral people the night of the 
storm using his surfboard. 
Smith died in a surfing ac-
cident months later.

“It is touching, heart-
breaking and exhilarat-
ing,” Callaghan said. “It is 
trying to honor him and his 
family. They were a family 
that gave back.”

The RAA also tries to 
give back to the community 
through its message that 
art heals.

“Part of our mission 
is to provide shows for the 
community and to have 
people come and experience 
whatever they feel whether 
that is joy or sadness,” Cal-
laghan said. “I hope people 
come and say good job. And 
I hope we inspire people.”

Artists mark Sandy anniversary with new exhibition
Rockaway alliance celebrates strength of community in Fort Tilden show Calm/Storm/Rebirth

www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE
FREE

ESTIMATES
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Proudly Made

on Long Island

1-800-BUY-FENCE
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WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD ON INSTALLED CUSTOM 
WOOD, PVC AND ORNAMENTAL ALUMINUM FENCING!†
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TO

*

WHY
PAY MORE?

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
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Lake Grove Area
(631) 471-0007

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Qualified in-stock fencing only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $2900.00 or 
more.   Expires 10/31/2013.  See store for details.  †Based on quote from comparable competitor and quality.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation 
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One Year Later
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
After spending 34 

years building IT systems 
for companies like Merrill 
Lynch and North Shore-LIJ 
Health Systems, Republican 
Tony Arcabascio said he 
has learned a thing or two 
about building a thing or 
two, and he wants to bring 
his hands-on, pragmatic 
approach to Bor-
ough Hall.

“You don’t 
need to be a leg-
islator at this level and this 
position,” he said earlier 
this week during an inter-
view at the offices of the 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
“You need to be someone 
who understands the job 
and understands when 
you’re dealing with busi-
nesses and how to get them 
here, when you’re dealing 
with health care and how 
to get them to expand and 
build facilities, or when 
you’re dealing with tele-
communication companies 

or utilities.”
Arcabascio styles him-

self as a moderate Repub-
lican who can work with 
unions, governments and 
the private sector to get re-
sults for Queens.

At 53, he has spent 
nearly three decades over-
seeing the information 
technology components of 
construction projects — a 

laudable achievement 
by a kid from Jackson 
Heights raised by im-
migrant parents from 

Italy who spoke no English.
After graduating from 

Mater Christie High School, 
he got a baseball scholar-
ship to Mercyhurst College 
in Erie, Pa., where a friend 
offered him a summer job 
earning $400 a week at Gen-
eral Electric.

“I took the job, really 
knew nothing about it. But 
I started to learn comput-
ers and that’s how I got in-
volved,” he said.

The one less-than-
pragmatic decision Arca-

bascio cops to is taking a 
year after college to play 
Minor League baseball, but 
that came to a end when he 
got a more lucrative job of-
fer.

“I said, ‘OK, this isn’t 
going to work, because I’m 
getting $800 a month when 
I was making $400 a week.’ 
I can do the math so I said 
this isn’t going to work,” 
he explained. “I said, ‘You 
know what? My future is 
probably going to be more 

in computers than it is go-
ing to be in baseball.’”

Later in his career, 
a job with Merrill Lynch 
exposed Arcabascio to the 
Urban Enterprise Zone in 
Jersey City, N.J., and he 
thinks the same incentives 
can help grow businesses in 
industrial areas of Queens, 
such as Maspeth, Astoria 
and Jamaica.

“I think South Jamai-
ca, because of the transpor-
tation infrastructure down 

there, might even be a great 
theater district at some 
point. Because we need an 
area that is centrally locat-
ed where it’s accessible,” he 
said. “Not only accessible 
to people in Queens but ac-
cessible whether it be from 
the Rockaways, coming 
from Long Island, coming 
from the city, coming from 
different areas.”

With his background 
dealing with communica-
tions companies, Arca-
bascio said he sees oppor-
tunities to negotiate for 
discounts for seniors the 
next time the city renegoti-
ates the franchises granted 
to cable utilities.

Arcabascio, whose 
first name appears as “Au-
relio” on the ballot, made 
his first foray into politics 
was last year when he gar-
nered 13.6 percent of the 
vote in a failed bid to un-
seat state Sen. Michael Gi-
annaris (D-Astoria).  

On education, Arca-
bascio said charter schools 

are the answer to a broken 
system and administrators 
should do more to get par-
ents involved. He is bearish 
on new hospital construc-
tion, but said healthcare 
providers can easily ex-
pand their networks of 
urgent care centers, multi-
specialty facilities and im-
aging centers. And on de-
velopment projects such as 
Willets Point and the USTA 
Center, he said more could 
have been done to get better 
community benefits.

“It’s not enough to go 
in and say this is what we 
want,” he said. “I believe 
you get one shot at things 
and if you want people to 
take you seriously, you 
have to do your homework. 
You have to collect your 
data; you have to put to-
gether your plan; you have 
to submit it and say, ‘This is 
what we need, because this 
is the data that substanti-
ates it.’ That’s my hands-on 
approach to things.”

Tony Arcabascio discusses his run for borough president with the 
TimesLedger Newspapers newsroom. Photo by Christina Santucci

Arcabascio leans on biz laurels in boro prez race

One of the most common 
knee injuries is a torn liga-
ment, and the anterior cru-
ciate ligament, or ACL, is 
the one we often read about 
in the sports pages.  Athletes 
who participate in “pivot-
ing” sports such basketball, 
football and skiing, are more 
prone to an ACL injury.

But an ACL tear can hap-
pen to anyone at any age, from 
a recreational soccer player 
in his teens to a woman in 
her fifties who slips and falls 
on some steps. 

Often, people know when 
it happens. “They may hear 
a ‘pop’ at the moment the tear 
occurs.  Their knee may be 
quite painful, it will likely 
be swollen, and they may not 
be able to move their knee 
or put weight on it,” says Dr. 

Answorth Allen, an orthope-
dic surgeon specializing in 
sports medicine at Hospital 
for Special Surgery Physi-
cian Office in Fresh Meadows 
and at the main hospital in 
Manhattan. 

An ACL tear does not heal 
on its own.  And since it’s one 
of the ligaments that sta bilize 
and support the joint, the 
knee may give way or people 
may have trouble walking, 
even after the initial swelling 
and pain subside. 

Advances in ACL recon-
struction over the past sev-
eral years have been of great 
benefit to patients, according 
to Dr. Allen, who also sees 
patients at Hospital for Spe-
cial Surgery Physician Office 
on Long Island.  “Innovative 
surgical techniques allow us 

to more precisely reproduce 
the anatomy and function of 
the original ACL,” says Dr. 
Allen, who generally uses a 
graft from one of the patient’s 
own tendons.  The surgery is 
performed arthro sco pically, 
so the ACL is reconstructed 
through very small incisions.

Whether or not one needs 

surgery depends on a variety 
of factors, including life-style, 
activity level, and how well 
one does in rehabilitation af-
ter the injury, according to 
Dr. Allen, a team physician 
for the New York Knicks and 
a former team physician for 
the New York Mets. 

Many people can get by 

fine without an intact ACL. 
In physical therapy, they can 
strengthen the thigh mus-
cles to provide more support 
and stability to the knee. But 
some will continue to have 
problems.   

“For people who experi-
ence ongoing symptoms and 
find their knee giving way, 
for younger active patients, 
or for individuals of any age 
who want to pursue certain 
sports or an active lifestyle 
without restrictions, ACL re-
construction is often the an-
swer,” Dr. Allen explains.  

At Hospital for Special 
Surgery, the procedure is 
most often performed using 
regional anesthesia in the 
form of an epidural.  Patients 
may be awake with light se-
dation, or they have the op-

tion of being asleep. They can 
usually leave the hospital on 
the same day they have the 
surgery.

Nowadays, accelerated 
physical therapy programs of-
ten allow patients to get back 
to athletic activities within 
six to eight months, accord-
ing to Dr. Allen. There was a 
time when it took a year and a 
half to return to sports. 

Dr. Allen recommends 
that anyone considering ACL 
surgery make sure the ortho-
pedic surgeon is experienced 
in the latest techniques and 
inquire about the hospital 
safety and infection rates. 

For more information 
about Dr. Answorth Allen 
and the other specialists 
at HSS Queens, visit  
www.hss.edu/Queens 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Advances in ACL surgery get people back on track faster

176-60 Union Turnpike, Suite 190, Fresh Meadows, New York
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. 
Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher ap-
plicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY BILL PARRY

More than a hun-
dred women took part in 
a daylong World of Work-
ing Women Conference & 
Job Fair at the Sheraton 
LaGuardia East Hotel in 
Flushing last Friday.

It was the 26th annual 
event sponsored by the Cen-
ter for the Women of New 
York, whose founder Ann 
Jawin said, “I’ve not only 
been to all 26, I’ve planned 
them.”

Each year Jawin puts 
together panels of profes-
sional women who share 
their stories and advice on 
the working life for wom-
en. The panelists take the 
event seriously, including 
Pauline S. Kuyler, a psychi-
atrist who refused to miss 
the program despite a seri-
ous bout with bronchitis.

Two women, Lisa 
Boily of the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, and Gil-
lian Gutierrez, of the U.S. 
Department of Labor, were 

relieved the government 
shutdown was over so they 
could attend the conference 
and share their informa-
tion to help guide those at-
tending toward career op-
portunities.

“It’s very important 
for women to understand 
the particular dynamics 
of today’s economy,” Jawin 
said. “Women face particu-
lar obstacles and we help 
them overcome those ob-
stacles.”

Former City Council-
woman Melinda Katz was 
the keynote speaker and 
never mentioned the fact 
that she is a candidate for 
borough president. She did 
not want to politicize or 
take advantage of the non-
profit event, according to 
her campaign.

The panelists shared 
their experiences and of-
fered advice to those seek-
ing jobs.

Katz spoke of the im-
portance of daycare, equal 
pay for equal work and even 

the pitfalls of the interview 
process.

“There was a lawsuit 
some years ago where they 
asked what cereal you have 
at home. If you answered 
Cheerios, they’d know you 
had kids,” she said.

Nancy Chen Baldwin 
spoke of coming to America 
at the age of 14, eventually 
becoming director of the 
engineering department at 
Northrop-Grumman. 

“I’m now 63 with 

120,000 employees. That’s 
quite a journey for an in-
dividual who didn’t speak 
English.”

Cassandra Hill took a 
temp job at a construction 
site that led to an opportu-
nity to attend Cornell Uni-
versity and study contract 
compliance.

“Thirty-five years lat-
er and here I am running a 
$1.2 billion project for Delta 
Airlines,” she said.

Alissa Risi detailed 

her career path, which in-
cluded nine years at the 
U.S. Post Office before she 
became an archeologist in 
far-away places like Sibe-
ria.

Risi is a manager at 
Nontraditional Employ-
ment for Women, a non-
profit group that works to 
bring women to higher pay-
ing blue collar jobs. 

“I want you guys to 
know there are opportuni-
ties. Don’t limit yourself 
because of your gender. We 
just had a 63-year-old wom-
an graduate our program 
and she’s heading to the La-
borers (Union),”  she said.

The panelists offered 
advice, as well.

Roz Liston, editor of 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
who moderated the panel, 
said, “I look at experience, 
where did they intern, 
where did they work? Put 
that at the top of your ré-
sumé because education is 
so arbitrary.”

The TimesLedger 

was a sponsor of the event, 
which featured a job fair in 
the afternoon with employ-
ers manning tables in the 
ballroom.

Jawin explained that 
jobs have been eliminated 
by advances in technology, 
so “you have to find oppor-
tunities where people value 
experience, like the health-
care field, because we’re an 
aging population, every-
one’s retiring and those po-
sitions will need to be filled 
by replacements.”

Sitting in the back of 
the room was Gary Brown, 
of Hollis.

“The Labor Depart-
ment told me there was a job 
conference, but they didn’t 
tell me it was for women,” 
he said after staying for an 
hour, “I thought it was very 
helpful and the panelists 
were fascinating.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Melinda Katz gives the keynote speech during the Working Women 
conference held by the Center for the Women of New York in 
Flushing. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Panelists discuss workplace obstacles for women
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1 - 4 Family Homes, Condos & Cooperatives

Jumbo Loans

Foreign Nationals /Non-US Citizens 

Mortgage Programs & Products, including:�������	
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Conventional Agency Programs, including  
“Making Home Affordable” Initiatives.

Portfolio Programs

Fixed Rate Products,                                        
Various Term Periods Available

2/1, 3/1, 5/1, 7/1 & 10/1 Adjustable Rate 
Products

SONYMA Products

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2013 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant 
Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this 
advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by 
Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all 
products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  Emigrant’s 
commercial mortgage programs/products are offered through Emigrant Funding Corporation - NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs 
are limited to loans that do not meet the definition of residential under applicable state laws. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of 
Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, 
NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 10/15/2013
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We also offer Commercial Mortgages!

Available for first time homebuyers
 or based on borrower income or 
census tract eligibility.

**

**

Ask About Current 
Mortgage Incentives

  to See if you Qualify!

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

LOOK UPON MY WORKS
A man prays next to British street artist Banksy’s newest work, a 1/36-scale replica of the great 
Sphinx of Giza in Willets Point titled “No Turn Unstoned.” Within hours, the piece was disman-
tled and carted off by the owner of the auto-glass shop located next to the sculpture, the New 
York Post reported.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (CTS $995 Down plus $595 Bank Fee ) plus ($595 Bank Fee on SRX ) taxes & DMV fees only.  2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available
on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase
Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer
$500/$1,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 10-31-2013.

BUICK
Redefining The Customer Experience

$329
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $995 Down
Payment plus $329 1st payment & tax/tags.  $595
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All
applicable rebates applied.

per month 39 months.Due at inception: $369
1st payment & tax/tags.. $0 down payment,
$595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K
Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2014 CADILLAC  CTS 1SB Brand New 2014 CADILLAC  SRX
Coupe 

All-Wheel Drive

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000 Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$369
LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive! $0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

per month 39 months. Due at inception: $439 1st
payment & tax/tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee,
$0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable
rebates applied.Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

$439
LEASE FOR

$0 Down!!! $0 Bank Fee!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$239
per month 39 months

Brand New 2014GMC Acadia

Automatic, AC, Power Moonroof, Heated Seats,
Power Seats, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks,
Remote Start, Back-up Camera, Rear Park Assist

& Much More! MSRP $40,880
Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

SLE-2 All-Wheel Drive

$169
per month 39 months

Brand New 2014Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power
Doorlocks, Remote Start, Back-up Camera,
Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise

Control & Much More! MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

FWD

$295
per month 39 months

Brand New 2014Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Moonroof, Power Windows, Power
Doorlocks, Power Seat, Remote Start, Leather Heated Seats,

Fog Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-up Camera, Traction
Control, Bluetooth  & Much More! MSRP $37,330

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Group

$159
per month 39 months

Brand New 2014GMC Terrain

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera, Traction
Control, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks,

Bluetooth, Remote Entry, Anti-Theft 
& Much More! MSRP $27,390

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

FWD SLE-1

WE ARE THE LARGESTCADILLAC BUICK GMC
DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

AWD, Automatic, Air
Conditioning, Power

Windows, Power Doorlocks,
Power Seats, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Turn by Turn
Navigation, Rear Park Assist

& Much More!
MSRP $42,420

$299
PER MONTH
24 MONTHS! 

Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tax/tags. $0 down
payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per
yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2014 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5

Luxury Conquest or Lease Loyalty $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! $0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Door Locks,

Bose Surround System,
Heated Seats, Power Seats, 

Power Sunroof, 
Bluetooth 

& Much More! 
MSRP $35,490

FWD, Automatic, AC, 
Power Windows & Locks,

Power Mirrors, Power Seat,
Bluetooth, Turn by Turn

Navigation, & Much More! 
MSRP $38,430

FWD ISA, Automatic, Power
Windows, Power Doorlocks,

Power Seats, Rear Park Assist,
CUE System, Remote Start,
Wood Trim & Much More!

MSRP $45,875

BUICK

BUICK

$22995

Brand New 2013Buick Verano

or 0% Financing
for 60 Months

Available

Automatic, P/W, P/D, P/Seats,
P/Moonroof, Remote Start, Leather,

Back-up Camera, Heated Seats, Park
Assist, Bose Audio, Bluetooth,

Loaded, & Much More! Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

Was $28,550
Now...

BUICK

BUICK

Check Out These Great Lease 
Deals With Just $1,995 Down!!!

Great Buys On 2013 Leftovers!
Hurry Limited Supply!

REAL CARS! REAL PRICES!
IN STOCK & READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

Brand New 2014 CADILLAC  XTS

$26395

Brand New 2013Buick Regal

or 0% Financing
for 60 Months

Available

Turbo Premium III
Package

Automatic, P/W, P/D, P/Seats,
P/Moonroof, Traction Control, Heated
Seats, Leather, Fog Lamps, Bluetooth,

Rear Park Assist, Remote Start &
Much More! Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

Was $35,100
Now...

BUICK

$23495

Brand New 2013Buick Encore

Going On Now!
Hurry In & Save!

FWD Convenience
Group

Automatic, P/W, P/D, P/Seats,
P/Moonroof, Back-up Camera, Fog

Lamps, Remote Start & Much More!

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

Was $26,560
Now...

BUICK

$50,999

Brand New 2013GMC Yukon

or 0% Financing
for 60 Months

Available

Denali XL
All-Wheel Drive

Loaded! Loaded! Loaded!
Too Much Too List! Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $1,000

Was $64,785
Now...

Special Event Pricing!
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CELEBRATING THE 
Ordinary people demonstrate time 

and again the extraordinary 
strength and power of unity when 

calamity strikes.
The storm of the century was another 

opportunity for altruists of all stripes to 
commandeer the spirit needed to aid and 
support devastated communities in Brook-
lyn and Queens. 

Some of them risked their own lives to 

rescue trapped people and animals. Others 
helped to rebuild disaster zones and mobi-
lize collection drives. Yet, all of them exem-
plifi ed what it means to be a good citizen. 

Now, it is our turn to sing the praises of 

a few of the heroes of Hurricane Sandy — as 
there were so many of them, we couldn’t pos-
sibly mention them all in this issue —  and 
thank them for rushing to the fore when we 
needed it the most.  — Shavana Abruzzo

Alberto Rodriguez:
Coney Island’s handyman 
The display builder from Je T’aime 
Flower Studio in Coney Island had 
greatness thrust upon him when 
he swiftly assembled a volunteer 
crew of furniture movers, demoli-
tion workers, family, and area resi-
dents to mop up water-damaged 
businesses in the People’s Play-
ground. Rodriguez and his eight-
man crew removed saturated mat-
tresses and water-stained shelves 
from Lago, as well as Home Deco, 
nd gutted the interior of the chil-
dren’s party space Chill. 

Metin Turan: 
Nourished his neighbors
Turan, owner of Anatolian Gyro in 
storm-scarred Sheepshead Bay, 
went on a mission to help feed 
hungry Gerritsen Beach residents  
after watching disturbing footage 
of the devastation in the water-
front community. Turan, who suf-
fered around $25,000 in property 
damages to his own restaurant, 
trucked gallons of hot lentil and 
chicken soup and fresh bread 
“to give something back” to the 
people, many of whom were loyal 
customers.

Allison Robicelli: Baker 
brings sweet relief
Big-hearted baker Allison Ro-
bicelli of Robicelli’s Bakery 
in Sunset Park and the now-
closed Robicelli’s Gourmet 
Market on Third Avenue oper-
ated a relief center — fi rst from 
her Bay Ridge apartment and 
later from Saint Mary’s Ortho-
dox Church — where she de-
ployed prepared hot meals to 
residents in Southern Brook-
lyn, Staten Island, and the 
Rockaways in cars she turned 
into bodegas on wheels.

Marlene Sagiv-Bojmal: Rebuilt fi re house and families
The Flatlands Volunteer Ambulance Corp. rescue worker helped coordinate a collection 
drive for the ’cane-wracked Gerritsen Beach Volunteer Fire Department station house. Sag-
iv-Bojmal and fellow crew members transported the donations — including clothes, blankets, 
canned goods, water, and other emergency supplies — to families directly hit by Hurricane 
Sandy.
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HEROES OF SANDY

Paul J. Marcel: A Sandy storm trooper 
An off-duty sergeant with the Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps., Marcel became a real-live action hero when he and a 
brave friend drove fearlessly into Howard Beach streets that had turned into rivers. The pair pulled 120 people to safety on 
Marcel’s giant truck with a fl atbed that was actually a decommissioned military vehicle.

Erin Corcoran Daly: Brought sunshine from Florida
The state prosecutor from Florida rushed to her other home in storm-
wrecked Breezy Point to lend a hand and stand in solidarity with her 
storm-crushed neighbors. Corcoran Daly and her husband drove up with 
generators, sump pumps, tools, food, water, gasoline, and other much-
needed supplies. She teamed up with fi refi ghter Kevin Adams and later 
Phil Pillet to start Operation Breezy Gut and Pump, which worked with the 
Fire Department to remove debris and soak up storm surge from more 
than 600 houses for free.

Milan Taylor: Rallied teenagers to action
The 23-year-old community activist created a command center for the 
Rockaway Youth Task Force in the community center of his co-op. Taylor 
also organized teams of youth members and volunteers to check on se-
niors in the area, and distribute food and water to residents in 20 high-rise 
buildings. Afterwards, the group led cleanups of debris-fi lled areas.

Stephen Wilson: The moving man
The College Point dad sprang into action 
to help hurricane victims. He turned his 
enclosed trailer into a mobile help unit and 
drove warm clothing that his son’s Scout 
troop collected for folks in fl ooded and fi re-
ravaged Breezy Point, the Rockaways, and 
Broad Channel. Wilson also contacted the 
Dwarf Giraffe Athletic League in Whitestone 
and got the word out about a supply drive. 
Then he brought the items to a Red Cross 
center at the Aqueduct Racetrack and to the 
volunteer fi re department in Breezy Point.
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Civic leaders from 
around Queens and beyond 
gathered in Ridgewood 
Tuesday to name the cam-
pus of a new public school 
after the late congresswom-
an and activist Geraldine 
Ferraro.

The five-story school, 
still under construction, 
will serve 616 students 
from pre-kindergarten to 
fifth-grade. It will be open 
for the 2014 school year.

The Geraldine A. Fer-
raro Campus, at 55-20 Met-
ropolitan Ave., will house 
the A.C.E. Academy for 
Scholars, formerly PS 290.

Ferraro, a longtime 
Forest Hills resident, was 
the first woman to run in a 
major party for vice presi-
dent of the United States. 
She ran alongside Walter 
Mondale on the Democratic 
ticket in 1984.

State Assemblywoman 
Cathy Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood), chairwoman of the 
Assembly Standing Com-

mittee on Education, said 
the campus name was fit-
ting because Ferraro had 
a tremendous commitment 
to personal excellence.

“She did it all, and 
she always did it looking 
great — looking fantastic 
— and with a tremendous 
sense of humor and a great 
warmth, a great love of the 
community,” she said at the 
ceremony, which took place 
in front of the new campus. 

“We talk about women mov-
ing forward in government. 
It took people like Gerry 
Ferraro to make risks, to 
try to move forward for 
women.”

After graduating from 
college, Ferraro worked as 
a public school teacher in 
Queens. She later went to 
law school at Fordham Uni-
versity and then served in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

Dennis Walcott, the 
city schools chancellor, said 
the opening of the school 
marks a historical point for 
the community.

Ferraro’s name will be 
a signal to the community 
as well as the generations 
of students who attend the 
school of what Ferraro did 
and how she did it, Walcott 
said.

Walcott said the city 
Department of Education 

pledges to continue build-
ing schools to help ease the 
overcrowding that burdens 
the city’s public school sys-
tem. District 24, which also 
covers Maspeth, Middle 
Village and Glendale, is the 
most overcrowded in the 
city.

Leaders from around 
the city, most of whom were 
women, shared stories of 
times Ferraro had touched 
them personally and spoke 
of how she inspired their 
political careers.

“We would not have 
had the opportunity to have 
the positions we have, to 
run for the offices we’ve run 
for and to accomplish the 
things we’ve accomplished 
if it wasn’t for what Gerry 
Ferraro did,” said City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan).

Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Ridgewood) also called 
Ferraro an inspiration.

“Geraldine was so 
committed to education, 
for advocating for the most 
vulnerable citizens in our 

society,” she said. “And 
she did it with grace, with 
intellect and with compas-
sion. I believe that the best 
way we honor her legacy 
and her bravery is by being 
committed to fight for what 
we could do best for our 
children, the future of our 
country.”

Ferraro died in 2011 
as a result of multiple my-
eloma, a form of cancer.

Her family, including 
her husband John Zaccaro, 
were present at the ceremo-
ny as well.

Zaccaro said she would 
have been thrilled by the 
campus naming.

“Gerry recognized the 
importance of education be-
cause she knew that her ed-
ucation was the reason for 
the successes she achieved 
during her life,” he said. “It 
enabled her to rise out of 
poverty, raised by a single 
head of household, the child 
of an immigrant, to reach 
unimaginable heights, to 
make history.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The Port Authority has 

modified a runway rehabil-
itation plan at JFK Airport 
that would have brought 
planes in lower over areas 
of southeast Queens and 
required perhaps as many 
as 800 trees to be removed 
from Idlewild Park.

New federal regula-
tions mandate that airports 
provide safety areas at the 
ends of runways for aircraft 
that come in short on land-
ings, run long on takeoffs 
or veer off the runways.

In response to a pre-
liminary plan the Port Au-
thority put out last year to 
rehabilitate a runway di-
rectly across from Idlewild 
Park, the city Parks De-
partment tagged more than 
700 trees in the spring it 

said would either have to 
be pruned or taken down if 
the agency got the thumbs 
up for its plan.

In a revised assess-
ment released last week, 
however, the Port Au-
thority scrapped parts of 
the plan that would have 
brought planes in lower 
over Queens.

“If the project de-
scribed in the May 2012 
Draft EA were to be imple-
mented, up to 800 trees in 
Idlewild Park would have 
required removal to com-
ply with FAA standards,” 
the 430-page revised draft 
environmental assessment 
read. “In order to minimize 
the number of trees to be re-
moved from Idlewild Park, 
the Port Authority made 
the decision to redefine the 
proposed project.”

The initial plan called 
for runway safety areas 
at either end of Runway 
22R/4L, which runs in a 
northeast/southwest direc-
tion between Jamaica Bay 
and Idlewild Park.

But because the south-
ern end of the runway 
abuts the Gateway National 
Recreation Area, the rehab 
plan would have shifted a 
number of the runway’s de-
sign elements to the north, 
closer to Idlewild.

Specifically, the first 
draft would have had planes 
coming in over Queens for 
arrival landing near the 
airport’s edge and aircraft 
taking off toward the bay 
starting from a departure 
point closer to the park.

The new plan, how-
ever, keeps these elements 
where they are now and 

“does not result in lower 
landing elevations north of 
the airport.”

Some of the trees will 
be obstructions to planes, 

but instead of cutting them 
down the Port Author-
ity now proposes installing 
lights to alert pilots to the 
trees. In April, the Parks 

Department said any trees 
that might have to be re-
moved would be replaced 
with lower-growing spe-
cies.

The Port Author-
ity will be accepting pub-
lic comments on the new 
plan through Nov. 18, after 
which point it will seek fed-
eral, state and city approv-
als. The agency plans to 
begin work on the plan in 
March and shut down the 
runway for no more than 
180 days in June 2015.

The agency ruffled 
some feathers last year 
when it opened the 30-day 
public comment period 
publicized only with an ad 
placed in Newsday.  Com-
munity members convinced 
the authority to re-open the 
public comment period.

The Port Authority says it has made changes to a plan that would 
have required clearing up to 800 trees from Idlewild Park across 
from John F. Kennedy International Airport.

Women political leaders from around the city join together to name a new school campus after 
Geraldine Ferraro. Courtesy Cathy Nolan

Port Authority changes JFK runway plan to save 800 trees

New school campus named for late leader
Elected offi cials celebrate the life of Geraldine Ferraro at naming ceremony in Ridgewood
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Police have chased 
down more than 200 tips 
they received about the 
disappearance of Avonte 
Oquendo, but as the mas-
sive search for the missing 
autistic Rego Park teenager 
proceeded through the 
third week, the authorities 
had no new information.

“What we’re doing 
now is searching,” Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly 
was quoted as saying in 
Monday’s New York Post. 
“We’ve interviewed anyone 
who has an arrest as far as 
the abuse of a child under 
16. We’re looking at the [sex 
offender] registry. We’re 
going over locations again 
and again .... we’re doing 
everything I think we rea-
sonably can do.”

The city remained 
plastered with fliers asking 
tipsters to come forward 
with information nearly 
four weeks since Avonte, 
14, ran out of The Riverview 

School in Long Island City, 
a public school for students 
with special needs, the af-
ternoon of Oct. 4.

Avonte is autistic and 
cannot speak, and since 
his disappearance his fam-
ily has kept vigil in a tent 
erected from the place he 
was last seen.

His brother, Daniel 
Oquendo Jr., posted a video 

to his Tumblr blog Monday 
saying he had to return to 
Florida and urged support-
ers to keep up the search.

“Sadly, today was my 
last day in New York. I had 
to come back to Orlando 
to go back to work, pay my 
bills, but I just wanted to 
thank everybody for all 
their help and please stay 
on the lookout for my little 
brother, Avonte,” he said. 
“Thank you and God bless 
you.”

The missing boy’s fam-
ily said he was found near 
the subway after running 
off previously, so the ini-
tial search focused around 
transit tunnels near the 
school at 150 51st Ave., 
where surveillance video 
showed him leaving around 
12:40 p.m. Oct. 4.

Since then the hunt 
has spread across the city 
and the tri-state area, with 
police deploying helicop-
ters, boats and more than 
100 officers, but the Post 
said Kelly hinted that the 

department may have to 
scale back its efforts.

“We haven’t cut back 
any resources, but it is 
something that we are go-
ing to have to look at during 
the week,” the police com-
missioner said. “There’s no 
new information.”

Avonte is 5 feet 3 inches 
tall and weighs 125 pounds. 
He was last seen wearing 
a gray striped shirt, black 
jeans and black sneakers.

Anyone with informa-
tion about his disappear-
ance is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 800-577-TIPS. 
The public can also submit 
their tips by logging on to 
the Crime Stoppers Web-
site at nypdcrimestoppers.
com or texting their tips to 
274637(CRIMES) then enter 
TIP577.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

AVONTE OQUENDO
Photo courtesy NYPD

Search continues for missing boro teen

October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2014. Don’t miss out! Come to 
one of our free Medicare Seminars. We’ll answer all of your questions and tell you what you need to do to take advantage of this time period.

Confused by so many Medicare choices?

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number 
at 711 Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro 
Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 711. Lunes a viernes 
8AM – 8PM. MetroPlus is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special 
needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. H0423_MKTMKT1204 File&Use 09162013

For additional locations near you, please call:

1 . 8 6 6 . 9 8 6 . 0 3 5 6
TTY Users: 711 • Hours of Operation: Mon. – Sat., 8am – 8pm

Elmhurst Hospital Center New Jerusalem Baptist Church Queens Hospital

79-01 Broadway 
A1-22 Auditorium

October 29, 9:30AM – 12:30PM 
November 15, 9:00AM – 12:00PM

122-05 Smith Street
October 24 

12:00PM – 2:00PM

82-70 164th Avenue 
North Building Auditorium

October 25, November 8 & 15 
1:00PM – 4:00PM

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information,  
phone 718-990-0700 or go to www.queenslibrary.org.

KEEPS ME 
THINKING

Thousands of      programs for every age FREE
workshops for 
beginners and 

art, history, 
informational 
programs

audio books

Can’t travel to the 
library? We’ll send  
your books to you, free!
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The presumed front-

runner for the 22nd City 
Council District seat pro-
moted his public safety 
plans Tuesday morning, 
hoping to close the deal 
with Astoria voters.

Democratic candidate 
Costa Constantinides had 
the backing of the uni-
formed officers unions 
as he laid out a four-point 
plan: press for more police 
and firefighters, support 
common sense gun control, 
pay a competitive wage and 
save neighborhood fire-
houses.

Constantinides is run-
ning to replace Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr., a public 
safety champion during his 
12 years in office, when his 
tenure ends in two months 
because of term limits.

“If you don’t feel safe, 
nothing else matters,” 
said Constantinides. “I’ve 
knocked on 12,000 doors 
during this campaign and 
everyone says it.”

The candidate spoke 
from a podium set up by 
the Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association and surround-
ed by the PBA executive 
board. Its president, Pat-

rick Lynch, said 
of Constantinides: 
“He understands 
that public safety 

is No. 1, bigger than taxes. 
All else follows the safety 
around here.”

The candidate pointed 
out that the NYPD is down 
to 34,500 officers from 
41,000 in 2001.

“That is unaccept-
able,” he said.

The candidate noted 
that since 90 percent of il-
legal guns come from other 
states, he endorsed the Val-
lone gun offender registry 
bill, which calls for a data-
base on all violent offend-
ers.  But Constantinides 
attempted to placate gun 
owners by saying, “I’m for 
the Second Amendment, 
we’re not trying to take 
your guns away.”

Constantinides then 
called for the city to pay a 
competitive wage and en-
sure fair contracts to uni-
formed officers.

“It’s a travesty that 
this administration al-
lowed uniformed officers’ 
contracts to expire. If they 
are going to put their lives 
on the line, we’re going to 
stand with them,” he said.

Finally, Constan-
tinides called the closing 
of firehouses political foot-
ball, something that should 
never be a political solu-
tion.

“People say the money 
isn’t there, but we have 
the fourth-highest budget 
in the country. You just 
have to get your priorities 
straight,” he shouted.

Matt Desjardin, the 
Queens trustee of the Uni-
formed Firefighters As-
sociation, agreed, declar-
ing, “The mayor always 
includes closing 20 fire-
houses, saying it only cuts 
a minute and a half off the 
response time. Try holding 
your breath for a minute-

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Following a string of 
sexual assaults in Forest 
Park and Rego Park, the 
two candidates for the City 
Council seat that covers 
those areas discussed pub-
lic safety as an issue of pri-
mary concern.

Both Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) and her Republican 
opponent, Jon Torodash, 
emphasized the role of the 
NYPD in addressing crime 
in the 29th Council Dis-
trict, which includes For-
est Park, Rego Park, Kew 
Gardens and parts of Mas-
peth, Richmond Hill and 
Elmhurst.

The community is 
still on high alert after 
the NYPD said last month 
that six rapes or attempted 
rapes inside Forest Park 
within the last 2 1/2 years 
may all be connected. The 
perpetrator, who has not 
been identified, is still 
wanted by police.

Koslowitz said she be-
lieves the NYPD is already 

doing all that it can to pre-
vent any more incidents in 
the park.

“They have police cars 
in front of Forest Park,” she 
said. “They have been very, 
very vigilant, and I’m in 
touch with the police cap-
tain all the time.”

Both this year and last 
year, Koslowitz has had 
funds allotted for hi-tech 
security cameras to be in-
stalled throughout the dis-
trict.

“I want people to feel 
as safe as they possibly can, 
so I invested in my commu-
nity,” she said.

Koslowitz first served 
in the City Council from 
1991 to 2001. She served as 
deputy borough president 
until she was again elected 
into the Council in 2009.

Torodash also com-
mended the 102nd Precinct 
for its work in patrolling in 
and around the park.

But he said, if elected, 
he would work to increase 
the ranks of the NYPD. 
If that is not an option, 
he said he would hope to 

restore a better sense of 
community by organizing 
weekly or nightly commu-
nity watches.

“It would take time and 
take a group of people to 
do,” he said. “But it would 
be ideal if we can’t get 
enough police involved.”

Torodash is running 
on the Civic Virtue ticket as 
a nod to the controversial 
relocation of a 1922 statue, 
called the “Triumph of Civ-
ic Virtue,” from Borough 
Hall to a private cemetery 
in Brooklyn.

The software engineer, 
who bills himself as an in-
dependent and “an average 
guy,” said before now he 
has neither run for public 
office nor ever joined a po-
litical party.

“I’m running to bring 
common sense and ethi-
cal behavior back into city 
politics, which sorely needs 
it,” he said. “In particular, 
I’m looking to bring peo-
ple’s tax dollars back into 
the services they’re paying 
for.”

Torodash listed sev-

eral other concerns he has, 
including the cleanliness of 
the community, overdevel-
opment and education.

Koslowitz described 
another type of public safe-
ty that is a concern 
for her: the safety of 
Queens Boulevard, 
colloquially known 
as the “Boulevard of Death” 
because of the high number 
of accidents that occurs on 
it each year.

She said she pushed 
for fences to be installed 
along the road as well as 
pedestrian countdown sig-
nals that alert pedestrians 
how much time they have 
to cross the street. Koslow-
itz said the changes have 
saved lives.

“That’s one of my con-
cerns: constantly looking 
at how we can do things 
better,” she said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. Costa Constantinides, surrounded by leaders of the uni-

formed officers unions, reveals his safety plan for Astoria. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Koslowitz, Torodash face off
Rivals for Council seat discuss ways to stop recent sexual assaults

Costa releases plan 
to fi ght city crime

Continued on Page 47

Karen Koslowitz and Jon Torodash will run against one another for the 29th Council District seat in the general election on Nov. 5. 
Photo (r.) courtesy Jon Torodash.
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As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet.
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.
I am interested in:  Mount St. Mary   St. John Cemetery

 Mausoleum Space  Cremation Niches

TL 10/25/13
Please mail to: 
St. John Cemetery
80-01 Metropolitan Ave.
Middle Village, NY 11379

Name:

Address:   City:   State:   Zip:

Phone:  Best time to call:  Email:

Make a 

Catholic Cemetery 

your choice
Affordable Community Mausoleum

Cryptsites Now Available

The importance of pre-planning…

The importance of peace of mind…

The importance of providing for 
those you love…

The time to do so is now.

The time of our passing 
from this life to the next 

is not our choice… 
but our fi nal resting 

place should be.

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
(Mary Gate of Heaven Mausoleum)

172-00 Booth Memorial Ave., Flushing, NY 11365

(718) 353-1560

St. John Cemetery
(Christ The Redeemer Mausoleum) 

80-01 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894-4888

“The exceptional 
services provided by 
Catholic Cemeteries 
confi rmed that I made 
the right choice.”
See the difference by contacting one of 
our counselors.

Our cemeteries have been serving 
the Catholic Community for over 150 
years, providing care and compassion.

We offer:

* Installment terms available with no fi nance charges

80-01 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379      (718) 894-4888     www.ccbklyn.org

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King High School Announces 2013 
Homecoming Court

Christ the King High School held its Homecoming Pep Rally, where this year’s 
Homecoming Court was announced.  Pictured in the center is Homecoming King,  
Elton Nolasco and Homecoming Queen Kerri Mackey. Pictured from left to right is the 
Court Michael Serrentino, Adrian Horczak, Jason Cohen, Thomas Caldwell, Kayla Aviles, 
Casey Bartek, Ashley Biondi and Ivona Vasquez.
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HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2013 Petro. P_13496

CALL NOW  
for SPECIAL OFFERS! 
1.855.206.4283  petro.com

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

300 Jay Street 
Downtown BrooklynSunday 11/10  10 am-3 pm 

www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

OPEN
 HOUSE

The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org
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BY BILL PARRY

While half a dozen 
Queens hospitals have 
closed in the last decade, 
Mount Sinai Queens was 
preparing for expansion. 
Administrators and staff, 
community leaders and 
elected officials both past 
and present gathered Mon-
day for a groundbreaking 
ceremony celebrating a 
$125 millon building proj-
ect.

The new five-story 
building will feature new 
operating suites, facili-
ties for primary care and 
an expanded emergency 
room with an off-street 
ambulance bay. The new 
construction was 14 years 
in the making, according 
to Mount Sinai Health Sys-
tem President and CEO Dr.  
Kenneth Davis.

 “This is our first step 
into the future, it fills a 
real need here in western 
Queens and it’s moving 
health care upstream,” 
Davis said. “While other 
hospitals are closing across 
the city,we are building the 
hospital of tomorrow.”

Caryn Schwab, the 
hosptal’s executive direc-
tor, served as the master of 
ceremony saying “Mount 
Sinai has been a safety net 
for this community.  The 
next closest hospital is more 
than three miles away.” 

Schwab added: “It 
means patients don’t have 
to cross the bridge to get 
great care.” 

State Assemblywoman 
Arevella Simotas (D-As-
toria) could testify to that 
point. Several years ago 

her father suffered a heart 
attack and was told that he 
had to recover in Manhat-
tan. 

“It caused an enor-
mous strain on my family,” 
recalled Simotas, “so the 
notion that we will have 
this state-of-the-art facil-
ity right here in Astoria is 
indicitive of the transfor-
mation of our community.” 
State Sen. Mike Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) declared, “This 
is health reform as it was 
meant to be.”

When construction 
is completed in 2016, the 
125,000-square=foot facil-
ity will offer one-stop shop-
ping, according to Shwab. 
“That means families can 
go to the one location and 
in one visit get all the care 
they need,” she said. The 
hospital’s president, David 
Rich, called it “an improved 
business model that will be 
putting patients first.”

The community ben-
efits economically as well. 

Mount Sinai  said the 
project will generate 460 
construction-related jobs, 
340other related jobs and 
160 staff jobs when the hos-
pital is completed. In ad-
dition the hospital claims 
$166 million will be added 
to the local economy.

The project will go up 
directly behind the original 
building at Crescent Street 
and 30th Avenue, site of the 
original Astoria General 
Hospital. It was taken over 
by Mount Sinai 14 years ago 
and is now part of the city’s 
largest hospital system. 

Councilman Peter Val-
lone  Jr. (D-Astoria) said 

BY BILL PARRY

When Judge Frederic 
Block issued a 10-day re-
training order last Thurs-
day, he told the lawyers for 
the 5Pointz owners and the 
artists suing them to talk to 
each other.

That has not happened, 
according to the artists’ 
lawyer, Jeannine Chanes.

“So far there’s been 
nothing.  We’re just work-
ing on our reply papers and 
waiting for a hearing to 
determine the facts in this 
case. We’ll find out when 
that happens on Monday,” 
she said this week.

The facts in the case 
became muddled during 
oral arguments in Brook-
lyn federal court Oct. 17. 
The attorneys representing 
the artists sought protec-
tion under the 1990 Visual 
Artists Rights Acts. They 
had hoped to save the 350 
graffiti murals that cover 
the walls at the warehouse 
complex in Long Island 
City from a demolition 
that would make way for a 
two-tower luxury high-rise 
development — a plan that 
was unanimously approved 
by the City Council two 
weeks ago.

Chanes contended 
prior to the hearing that 
“under VARA they can’t 
destroy the art without the 
permission of the artist.”

Lawyers for G & M 
Realty, the property own-
er, submitted papers two 
hours before the hearing 
that said the artists destroy 
their own art by painting 
over graffiti to create space 
for new murals.

“They took that totally 
out of context,” said the art-
ists’ spokeswoman Marie 
Cecile Flangeul.

But it was enough for 
Block to issue the tempo-
rary restraining order, 
saying “these things are 
painted over and replaced, 
they are not permanent fix-
tures. I have to flesh out if 
they are transitory or per-
manent.”

That will be the sub-

ject of the future hearing, 
but Block made it clear the 
artists face a tough road.

“You are trying to save 
the walls and tell the owner 
he can’t use his property,” 
Block said from the bench. 
“ I think you have a tough 
case here.”

He hammered it home 
when he told Chanes, “You 
should know you are likely 
to lose. I’ll be hard-pressed 
to keep him from develop-
ing that property.”

Then the judge issued 

the TRO, warning that the 
owners — David and Jerry 
Wolkoff — could not touch 
the artwork or prepare the 
building for demolition 
and the artists were not to 
paint. He then urged both 
parties to negotiate an ami-
cable settlement.

The closest that came 
to happening was Sunday, 
when David Wolkoff, who 
would not return repeated 
calls for comment, drove 
into the 5 Pointz complex, 
at 22-44 Jackson Ave.

“He never got out of his 
car,” said Flageul. “He was 
just looking for any signs of 
new aerosol spraying. He 
should know by now that 
we are good people that 
play by the rules.”

She added: “He should 
have saved the gas money it 
cost coming out here.”

Reach Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538.

Artists celebrate a court order halting the demolition of the aerosol arts center in Long Island City 
known as 5Pointz. Photo by Bill Parry

5Pointz foes meet in court
Brooklyn judge urges artists, landlord to negotiate settlement

Mt. Sinai  expansion
breaks new ground

Shovels are in the ground at Cedar Sinai Queens, which is 
investing $125 million in a new state-of-the-art facility. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Continued on Page 47

The judge’s temporary restraining order means the owners cannot prepare the building for demoli-
tion while the artists cannot paint anything.
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

A new pedestrian 
plaza that will be partially 
located in Ozone Park is ex-
pected to be completed this 
week, the city Department 
of Transportation said.

The Liberty Avenue 
Plaza project is part of the 
NYC Plaza program, the 
DOT said. The program’s 
goal is to transform under-
used road space to create 
new “multi-use community 
destinations,” the transit 
agency said.

The plaza program al-
lows nonprofit partners to 
propose and apply for new 
plaza sites. The partners 
are responsible for fund-
ing as well as maintenance, 
which includes sweeping, 
watering of plants and 
shoveling snow.

Similar street en-
hancements can help in-
crease profits for local busi-
nesses, the DOT said.

The Liberty Avenue 
Plaza, located on 101st 

Street between Drew and 
75th streets, will feature 
CityBenches, tables, chairs 
and plantings.

The plaza was pro-
posed by the Bangladeshi 
American Community De-
velopment and Youth Ser-
vices in Brooklyn. It will be 
the maintenance partner 
for the plaza, which crosses 
the Brooklyn and Queens 
border.

On Oct. 8, Community 
Board 9 approved the plaza. 
Brooklyn’s CB 5 has also 

approved it.
The project has also 

won the support of several 
local business owners as 
well as elected officials, 
such as City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and U.S. Rep. Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D-Ridgewood).

Dharma Diaz, chief op-
erating officer of BACDYS, 
said the idea for the plaza 
came after seeing what oth-
er similar plazas offered 
to communities, including 
greenspace and a commu-

nity meeting place.
“This neighborhood 

doesn’t have a commu-
nity center,” she said. “It 
doesn’t have a senior cen-
ter. It doesn’t have a place 
to congregate other than 
churches.”

Diaz said the process 
to apply for the plaza is a 
lengthy one and the group 
first applied two years ago.

She said the plaza will 
be in place for about eight 
months. If local stakehold-
ers are in favor of keeping 
it, the plaza can be turned 
into a permanent area.

Diaz said the project 
has offered opportuni-
ties for team building and 
growth within her organi-
zation as well as the chance 
to engage with Brooklyn 
and Queens residents and 
civic leaders.

“It’s been a beautiful 
experience,” she said. “I 
hope that more communi-
ties can identify plaza prop-
erties and move forward 
with the process.”

The DOT installed a new pedestrian plaza in Ozone Park this 
week. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Ozone Park gets new pedestrian plaza

Health
Information 
Technology1

www.PlazaCollege.edu
74-09 37 AVE., JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

The integral part of the “behind 
the scenes” medical field

1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Getting covered under 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law might take 
you more than one sitting. 
In a media preview, it felt 
like a cross between doing 
your taxes and making an 
important purchase that re-
quires research.

“Nothing like this has 
ever existed before,” said 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius.

You’ll need accurate in-
come information for your 
household, plus some un-
derstanding of how health 
insurance works, so you 
can get the fi nancial assis-
tance you qualify for and 
pick a health plan that’s 
right for your needs.

The process involves fed-
eral agencies electronically 
verifying your identity, citi-
zenship, and income, and 
you have to sign that you 
are providing truthful in-
formation, subject to per-
jury laws.

You heard it was going to 
be like buying airline tick-
ets online? Not quite. But 
even if it triggers some anx-
iety, it’s not the government 
poking into your medical 
records, as “Obamacare” 
foes have suggested.

Now that state health 
insurance markets have 
opened, people who don’t 
have health care on the 
job will be able to apply 
online, via a call center, 
in person or by mail. 
Trained helpers are sup-
posed to be available, but 
there may not be enough 
of them in every state. 
Foreign language in-
terpreters are available 
through the call centers.

The main steps are:
• Identify yourself and 

your family members.
• Provide current infor-

mation on income, jobs and 
any available health insur-

ance options.
• Learn how much fi nan-

cial assistance you’re en-
titled to.

• Shop for a health plan 
and enroll.

Many people will qual-
ify for tax credits to help 
buy a private insurance 
plan. The government will 
send money directly to your 
insurer, and you’ll make ar-
rangements to pay any re-
maining premium.

The poor and near-poor 
will be steered to Medicaid 
in states that agree to ex-
pand that program.

Here’s an overview of 
what to expect applying on-
line, with tips:

Go to healthcare.gov and 
click on “Get Insurance.” 
The site has links to every 
state market. You’ll set up 
an account and password. 
You’ll provide your contact 
information and the best 
way to reach you.

Tip: Treat your pass-
word like a bank account or 
credit card password.

Now you can tackle the 
actual application. You’ll 
need birth dates and Social 

Security numbers for your-
self and other family mem-
bers listed on your federal 
tax return.

You’ll also be asked if 
you’re a citizen. Legal im-
migrants will need their 
immigration documents.

Tip: You don’t have to 
plow through the entire ap-
plication at once. You can 
save your work and come 
back later.

Next, you’ll be asked 
about income.

You may need your 
most recent tax return, pay 
stubs, and details on other 
kinds of income, such as al-
imony, pensions, and rents. 
You can still apply if you 
haven’t fi led a tax return. 
You’ll also be asked about 
access to health insurance 
through your job. You may 
be required to take that in-
surance if available.

Your personal and in-
come details will be routed 
through a new government 
entity called the data ser-
vices hub, which will ping 
agencies like Social Secu-
rity, Homeland Security, 
and the Internal Revenue 

Service for verifi cation. The 
feds will also rely on a ma-
jor private credit reporting 
company to verify income 
and employment.

How smoothly all this 
works is one of the big un-
knowns. It could get tedious 
if discrepancies take time 
to resolve.

Tip: Provide the most 
accurate estimate of your 
expected income for 2014. 
Lowball the number, and 
you might see a smaller 
tax refund in 2015. Overes-
timate and you won’t get as 
big a tax credit now.

Most people applying 
will qualify for a tax credit 
to help pay premiums. The 
credits are based on your 
income and keyed to the 
premium for a benchmark 
plan known as the “second-
lowest cost silver plan” in 
your area.

With your tax credit, 
you can fi nally shop for 
insurance. Be aware that 
you’ll probably have to live 
with your decision until 
the next annual enrollment 
period.

 

  

A TimesLedger Special Section, October 25 - 31, 2013

Through the open en-
rollment period, more 
than 1 million New York-
ers are expected to sign up 
for health insurance online 
through NY State of Health, 
part of the national health 
care reform law known as 
the Affordable Care Act, or 
Obamacare. But what do 
you need to do and how do 
you do it?

Experts from Em-
blemHealth have been 
answering a lot of ques-
tions. To help New Yorkers 
choose an insurance plan, 
below are some of the most 
common questions and the 
answers.

Q. What is the Afford-

able Care Act or Obama-

care?

In 2010, President 
Obama signed this law to 
make quality, affordable 
health care available to 
more Americans and of-
fer fi nancial assistance to 
those who need it most. It 
also requires most Ameri-
cans to have health insur-
ance starting in 2014 or pay 
a penalty.

Q. What happened on 

Oct. 1?

NY State of Health, 
the state’s health insur-
ance marketplace, opened. 
You can learn all about it 
at www.nystateofhealth.
ny.gov. Anyone who enrolls 
in a health plan between 
Oct. 1 and Dec. 15 will be 

eligible for health insur-
ance starting Jan. 1, 2014. 
The deadline for enrolling 
on the health plan market-
place in the fi rst enrollment 
period is March 31, 2014.

Q. Do I need to sign up 

for health insurance?

Unless you already have 
health insurance, the an-
swer may be yes. The fed-
eral law says that most peo-
ple in the US (legal residents 
and “lawfully present” im-
migrants) must have health 
insurance starting in 2014 
or pay a penalty. If you 
don’t have health insur-
ance right now, the law is 
designed to help you get an 
affordable plan.

Q. How can I afford 

health insurance?

People who qualify will 
be eligible for tax credits 
and subsidies to help lower 
the cost of coverage. House-
hold income and family size 
are used to decide who gets 
help with costs and how 
much help they can get. 
You may be eligible for this 
help if your income is be-
tween 100 percent and 400 
percent of the Federal Pov-
erty Level. The only way 
to know the exact dollar 
amount is to apply through 
the marketplace.

Q. Am I eligible for 

subsidies or tax credits?

Many people will be. Un-
der the new law, you may 

Homework involved to apply for new health insurance

Filing for the new health care insurance can seem daunting. 
 AP / J. David Ake

As Rep. Steve Israel speaks (l.), House Democrats rally behind Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, as they 
tell the Republican majority they want a vote on reopening the government without clamping any re-
strictions on President Barack Obama’s health care law, at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., Oct. 2. 
  AP / J. Scott Applewhite

Answers to health 
reform questions

What’s needed for ‘ObamaCare’

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 42
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You’ll have up to four 
levels of coverage to con-
sider: bronze, silver, gold, 
and platinum. Plans at ev-
ery “metal level” cover the 
same benefi ts and have a 
cap of $6,350 a year in out-
of-pocket expenses for an 
individual, $12,700 for fam-
ilies.

Bronze plans generally 
have the lowest premiums, 
but cover only 60 percent of 
medical costs on average. 
Policyholders will pay the 

difference, up to the annual 
out-of-pocket cap. Platinum 
plans have the highest pre-
miums, but cover 90 per-
cent of costs. Young adults 
up to age 30 can pick a 
skinny “catastrophic” plan 
— but you can’t use your 
tax credit on a catastrophic 
plan.

Tip: Make sure your 
doctors and hospitals are 
in the plan you pick. You’ll 
have to check the plan’s 
own website, or better still, 
call your doctor.

Tip: Your share of the 

premium could be lower 
— even zero — if you apply 
your tax credit to a bronze 
plan. It’s because the credit 
is keyed to the cost of a sil-
ver plan, which is gener-
ally more expensive.

Tip: Check if you are eli-
gible for “cost-sharing sub-
sidies,” in addition to your 
tax credit. Extra help with 
out-of-pocket costs is avail-
able to people with modest 
incomes. But only with a 
silver plan.

Head spinning?
“Obamacare” is fi nally 

here.
– AP / Ricardo Alonso-

Zaldivar

Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Flip-fl op sandals are sta-
ples of a summer wardrobe. 
However, experts warn that 
this popular footwear can 
cause permanent damage 
to the feet and legs. If foot 
pain is a problem, you may 
have to explore alternative 
footwear next summer.

Researchers at Auburn 
University in Alabama 
studied the mechanics of 
fl ip-fl op usage and deter-
mined that wearing the 
footwear for long periods of 
time can lead to sore feet, 
ankles and legs. The pain 
can even radiate all the way 
up to the hips and back.

The trouble with fl ip-
fl ops is that people tend to 
grip their toes to hold the 
sandal in place. As such, 
they take smaller steps and 
hit their heels on the ground 
with less vertical force than 
if they were wearing ath-
letic shoes or other shoes 
with support. Also, individ-
uals wearing fl ip-fl ops don’t 
bring their toes up as much 
as the leg swings forward. 

This causes a larger angle 
to the ankle and a shorter 
stride length.

Apart from these me-
chanical study results, fl ip-
fl ops pose other inherent 
dangers to the foot. Their 
wide-open design leaves 
the foot open to injury from 
items falling on the feet or 
abrasions from tripping 
over the sandal itself. Flip-
fl ops generally are lacking 
in arch support, which can 
tire out the foot and lead to 
various sorts of pain. 

Wearing fl ip-fl ops in 
moderation — namely to 
the beach or poolside — and 
choosing other footwear 
when a lot of walking will 
be done is key. 

Use these guidelines 
next summer to help ease 
the ouch.

• Wear supportive shoes.
If you prefer sandals, look 
for styles with adequate 
arch support, straps that 
keep the sandal in place, 
and soles that will offer 
good traction.

Ease your foot pain next summer

Flip-flop sandals are staples of 
a summer wardrobe. However, 
experts warn that this popular 
footwear can cause permanent 
damage to the feet and legs. 

Flip-flops hurting?

Obamacare

• Stop walking barefoot.
Many people skip shoes al-
together during the warm 
weather. This can lead 
to cuts, stubbed toes and 
burns on the feet from hot 
asphalt or sand. If you must 
walk barefoot, do so as little 
as possible.

• Splurge for a pedicure. 
Pedicures not only keep the 
feet looking nice, but the 
process removes dead skin, 
tames cuticles, and mas-
sages tired feet as well.

– Metro Creative Connec-
tion

Continued from Page 41

To advertise in the Focus on Health section, 

contact Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521
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When you enter Flushing Hospital through our 
brand new lobby and receive care in one of our 
completely new or renovated clinical areas, it’s 
easy to see that Flushing Hospital is a friendly 
and welcoming environment.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Wound Care • Ambulatory Care 
Chemical Dependancy • Advanced Radiology Services 
Surgery • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-670-5000
or Visit our Website at www.�ushinghospital.org

It’s also an environment of compassionate and quality care—the type of 
care you can really be thankful for. The type of care that allows us to say 
you are welcome!

FOCUS ON HEALTH
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages, and at all stages of life. 

From New York State of Health: The Official Health Plan
Marketplace, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed
Care, Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care
and more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

(1-888-343-3547) • 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

*Products not available in all counties.
For more information about Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York 
Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678. For more information about Medicaid, Family
Health Plus, and Child Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 1-855-693-6765.

Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the 
past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll in 
Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason 
your children lost employer-based coverage. 

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org
To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

To learn more, call Fidelis Care today at 1-888-FIDELIS 
(1-888-343-3547) or visit fideliscare.org. We have a
health insurance program that's right for you - and the
ones you love. 
Look for Fidelis Care in the Health Plan Marketplace,* with
some of the most competitively priced products available! 

“I want a health plan that has the benefits we need.”

get fi nancial assistance when 
you apply for a plan on NY 
State of Health. You may get 
tax credits to lower monthly 
payments, subsidies to lower 
out-of-pocket costs when you 
go to the doctor, Medicaid 
(no-cost health coverage) or 
Child Health Plus (a low-cost 

health plan for young people 
up to age 19).

Q. I already have insur-

ance but my spouse needs 

it. Will my salary affect 

her ability to receive a sub-

sidy or a tax credit?

Yes. Eligibility for tax 
credits and subsidies is based 
on total household income.

Q. How do I sign up 

and what information do 

I need?

You can sign up for a 
health care plan online, in 
person, over the phone, or by 
mail. You will need Social Se-
curity numbers for all family 
members you plan on enroll-
ing, or document numbers for 
legal immigrants. Also, have 
employer information and 
income information at hand, 
and policy numbers for any 
health plans covering mem-
bers of the household.

Q. Can I enroll my en-

tire family?

Yes. The law requires most 
citizens and legal residents to 
have health insurance.

Q. I have health insur-

ance through my com-

pany. Will I need to sign 

up on NY State of Health?

If you have health insur-
ance through your employer, 
you may not need to sign up. 
To be sure, ask your employ-

er’s health benefi ts adminis-
trator (the person who assists 
with health benefi ts) or some-
one in the human resources 
department.

Q. I heard the new em-

ployer mandate was de-

layed. How does this affect 

me?

The employer mandate 
was delayed until January 
2015. Once it takes effect, em-
ployers with 50 or more full-

time workers must provide 
adequate, affordable health 
care coverage to their full-
time employees or pay a pen-
alty. (Adequate, affordable 
coverage means the plan cov-
ers 60 percent of total health 
care expenses and costs em-
ployees no more than 9.5 
percent of their household 
income.) 

– By Sana Hashmi / Em-
blem Health

Health
Continued from Page 41
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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BY BILL PARRY

A one-time U.S. Ma-
rine scout sniper will cele-
brate the 10th anniversary 
of his return from the Iraq 
War with a special concert 
at Long Island City’s Secret 
Theatre Sunday evening.

Jason Sagebiel will 
perform an original work 
called “The Iraqi Book,” a 
performance that includes 
two string quartets and 
vocalists. Sagebiel will re-
counts stories of his experi-
ence throughout the show.

The Texas native 
moved to Long Island City 
seven years ago after land-
ing a job with the Humani-
ties/Music Department 
at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College. He has since 
opened two music schools, 
both called Sage Music, 
one in LIC and another 
in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.   
At the schools they teach 
a unique and innovative 
curriculum that combines 
music lessons, psychology 
and holistic approaches to 
health and well-being — a 
method Sagebiel discovered 
while trying to relearn mu-
sic as part of his rehabilita-
tion from a brain injury he 
suffered during his tour in 
Iraq.

“I can’t even be sure 
what caused the injury,” 
he said recalling three in-
cidents: a brick to the face 
during a street protest, one 
explosion involving an im-

provised explosive device 
and a friendly fire explo-
sion of ordinance.

He said he has recov-
ered but still has chronic 
fatigue since the injury.

When he was stationed 
in Kut, a city 100 miles 
southeast of Baghdad, 
Sagebiel immersed himself 
in the local culture.

“They say war is 10 
percent sheer terror and 90 
percent boredom, but in Kut 
it was more like 1 percent 
sheer terror and 99 percent 
boredom,” he said.

During the downtime, 
he made friends with local 
musicians and poets.

“The Iraqis are well-
educated in the humanities, 
not so much the science.s 
They thought our sunglass-
es were X-ray vision gad-
gets,” he recalled.

“As music helped me 
in my darkest hour, I hope 
to be able to instill the same 
passion and discipline in 
my students that I’ve been 
lucky to gain from music,” 
Sagebiel said.

He teaches all ages, but 
80 percent are adults.

At Sunday night’s con-
cert, there will be a distinct 
Iraqi flavor in the music 
and the art presented at the 
Secret Theatre. He will play 
an oud, a predecessor to the 
guitar taught to him by an 
Iraqi named Ali Hussein 
Jabir, the country’s most 
famous oud player,  who 
also made the instrument 
that Sagebiel will play in 
the concert.

Like many returning 
veterans, Sagebiel said, “It 
was hard to let go and put 
the war behind me. My ex-
perience was different from 
most, though, because of 
the friendships and the mu-
sic. I couldn’t forget those 
people.”

The concert begins at 
7 p.m. The Secret Theatre 
is at 44-02 23rd St. in Long 
Island City.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

BY BILL PARRY
 
A Jackson Heights 

business leader is trying 
to calm a neighboring com-
munity following two homi-
cides in broad daylight last 
month.

“There was fear and 
concern here — everyone 
was locking their doors 
and business suffered,” 
said Seth Taylor, the ex-
ecutive director of the 82nd 
St. Partnership Business 
Improvement District. He 
took the initiative to create 
Community Plaza on a con-
crete section at 90th Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue, the 
spot where one of the vic-
tims died.

On Monday, Taylor 
and his team set up 10 small 
tables and 30 chairs in the 
unused space at the base 
of the No. 7 subway sta-
tion allowing for people to 
read the paper, have a cup 
of coffee and meet up with 
friends.

“We wanted to reclaim 
it and revitalize it for the 
community and it seems 
to be working,” Taylor said 
Tuesday afternoon.

The project was en-
dorsed by City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst), who 
said “the community en-
gagement with the 90th 
Street plaza was an excep-
tional idea from the 82nd 
Street Partnership.”

Community Plaza 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and the partnership 
is providing supplemental 
sanitation as well as plan-
ning for live music and 
other programming in the 
future.

“There’s a lack of 
outdoor amenities in this 
neighborhood: no benches, 
poor signage, poor light-
ing and that’s some of the 
things we’re trying to 
change to make it more in-
viting,” said Taylor.

“Considering that two 
murders recently occurred 
in this area, the reclaiming 
of this space couldn’t come 
at a better time,” Ferraras 

said. “What our communi-
ty desperately needs right 
now is to feel we can work 
through whatever issues 
arise and be more united 
for it.”

Ferrara went further, 
saying “the formation of 
the Jackson Heights-Coro-
na Business Improvement 
District would greatly as-
sist our community in tak-
ing a major step in the right 
direction.”

For the last year, the 
82nd Street Partnership 
has been doing outreach to 
promote a potential expan-
sion along the business cor-
ridor of Roosevelt Avenue, 
explaining the costs and 
benefits of a BID to local 
businesses, in an effort to 
push the BID eastward.

“If these businesses 
vote their support and are 

willing to make an invest-
ment, we’ll submit it to the 
city to create a much larger 
BID, one of the largest in 
the city,” Taylor said.

The 25-year-old 82nd 
Street Partnership is 
made up of 170 commercial 
businesses and 40 prop-
erty owners. A larger bid 
would consist of 800 com-
mercial tenants, 400 prop-
erty owners and an area 
that stretches 1.7 miles: 
Roosevelt Avenue from 81st 
to 104th streets as well as 
Junction Boulevard from 
35th Avenue to 40th Road.

Taylor, who previously 
did local economic develop-
ment in Downtown Brook-
lyn and Union Square, 
believes it is strength in 
numbers, saying, “The 
larger the BID the better to 
bring down the cost of ser-

vices.”
He added that it brings 

businesses together, creat-
ing an agent for change in 
the area.

Taylor explained that 
75 percent of the 82nd St. 
Partnership’s ground level 
businesses are family- and 
immigrant-owned. They 
make an annual invest-
ment that allows for ser-
vices that curb crime, litter 
and graffiti.

There is opposition to 
the expansion among some 
small business owners. In 
early September a group 
calling itself Roosevelt Av-
enue Community Alliance 
protested against the plan, 
saying it would lead to in-
creased rents and taxes and 
would displace immigrant-
owned businesses. They 
also contended it would 
encourage chain stores to 
move into the neighbor-
hood.

Businesses in the ex-
pansion area will get a 
chance to vote and join in 
when the ballots go out lat-
er this year.

“As we do more out-
reach and more stakehold-
ers learn of the plan, they 
see it as a positive plan for 
the neighborhood,” said 
Taylor.

Seth Taylor talks with a resident about a new plaza in Jackson Heights designed to make the area saf-
er. Photo by Bill Parry

Jason Sagebiel is planning 
to bring the sounds of the 
Middle East to The Secret 
Theatre during a concert. 

Photo courtesy Jason Sagebiel

New life for deadly corner
Jackson Heights BID director turns slay site into safe space

Iraqi vet uses music
ten years after tour

The Jackson Heights community is looking to reclaim space that 
has been marred by violence. Photo by Bill Parry
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her own priorities first.
While she worries 

about the consequences of 
running up a bill she can-
not afford, Anna said she 
is mostly concerned about 
the other evacuees who left 
the hotel when they were 
cut off.

“My heart grieves for  
them,” she said. “They just 
walked out here like lambs 
to the slaughter.”

William McKeon, 78 in Sea-
side; and Eden Toussaint, 
58, in Arverne.

Neighbors had de-
scribed Reilly as the cat 
lady of the block.

A U.S. Army veteran 

and retired custodian of 
the NYPD’s Police Acade-
my, McSwain was found on 
the bottom of a blackened 
stairwell in the apartment 
complex where he lived 
with his daughter and his 
family, the Police Depart-
ment said.

His daughter said she 
and McSwain had decided 

to go outside to get some 
air, and when she returned 
from fetching a flashlight, 
she found him.

“As we come up to the 
anniversary to reflect on 
what happened, I wish he 
was back,” she said. “Now 
I can go to Calverton cem-
etery in Long Island, but I 
have memories.”

terview. “At the meeting, 
there was extreme frustra-
tion with FEMA.”

Oct. 1 marked the 25 
percent increase for any-
one who owns a business 
in a flood zone, any person 
whose second home lies in 
the zone and anyone whose 
house has been repeatedly 
flooded. Mundy and oth-
ers estimate in some cases 
insurance rates could in-
crease from a little more 
than $2,000 a year to more 
than $12,000 — an increase 
of about 500 percent .

“It’s hopefully some-
thing that can be fixed, 
but we are concerned right 
now,” Mundy said, adding 
that the burden is too much 
to bear for many middle-
class families who rely on 
their home’s value as their 
main asset.

The insurance rate 
increases came as a result 
of a federal bill, called the 
Biggert-Waters Flood In-
surance Reform Act of 2012, 
which was designed to pull 
the program out of the red 
and make it solvent.

The nation’s flood in-
surance program was cre-
ated in 1968 to offer cover-
age that many insurers in 
the private market would 
not take on. Homeowners 
living in flood zones — 
whether it be coastal or in-
land on the banks of a river 
or lake — are required to 
purchase flood insurance 
if they have a federally-
backed mortgage.

According to Mundy, 
the program was solvent 
for decades until 2005, 
when Hurricane Katrina 
hit the country’s southern 
coast and cost the program 
$18 billion.

In the wake of the 
disaster, two lawmakers 
drafted legislation that 
would try and bring the 
program into the black.

U.S. Rep. Maxine Wa-
ters (D-Calif.) and former 
U.S. Rep. Judy Biggert (R-
Ill.) penned the 2012 law 
in order to rein in the pro-
gram’s debt by bringing 
premiums up.

But both have recently 
released statements indi-
cating they never intended 
the rates to increase at such 
an alarming rate.

“I am outraged by the 
increased costs of flood 
insurance premiums that 
have resulted from the 
Biggert-Waters Act,” Wa-
ters said in a statement. “I 
certainly did not intend for 
these types of outrageous 
premiums to occur for any 
homeowner.”

Waters pledged to try 
and fight some of the steep 
increases, and she has com-
pany in Queens.

Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) wrote a bill 
with some colleagues that 
was designed to slow the 
rate at which the insurance 
premiums rose, though it 
thus far has not been suc-
cessful.

“Not a day goes by that 
my office is not making a 
call to a bank or an insur-
ance company on behalf 
of my constituents who 

were deeply affected by the 
storm. This premium relief 
bill will give some relief 
from the tremendous cost 
of rebuilding their lives,” 
Meeks said in a statement.

But Mundy said the 
federal government should 
be doing more than simply 
trying to slow down high 
rates.

For example, in the 
Biggert-Waters Act, a 
clause requires the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences to 
complete a cost feasibility 
study to see how the rate 
increases will affect hom-
eowners. The study would 
also explore ways to keep 
homeowners in the pro-
gram, and was supposed to 
be completed this spring.

But FEMA told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in August that it would 
likely not be done for sev-
eral years.

Mundy contends the 
lapse is typical of the treat-
ment he and others have re-
ceived in Queens and called 
on the government to reach 
a compromise that would 
allow the insurance pro-
gram to make more money, 
but not at the cost of coastal 
communities.

“They played by the 
rules. Now you tell them 
overnight you are radically 
changing,” he said. “There 
are other options we can 
come to the table with.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

trying to be there for them,” 
Lopizzo said.

The center is funded 
through donations and 
grants, the bulk of which 
come from Occupy Sandy, 
the grassroots protest 
movement’s disaster relief 
network. But YANA has 
other benefactors such as 
the Queens Public Library 
and Capital One Bank.

Lopizzo said YANA 
offers a range of services, 
including signing people 
up for Medicaid, health in-
surance and food stamps 
and helping workers get 
licensed in their fields so 
they may start their own 
businesses.

He also places a heavy 
emphasis on going green, 
saying the center is dedi-
cated to getting people cer-
tified to do home audits to 
ensure energy efficiency 
and that he has plans to 
put solar panels on YANA’s 
roof.

“We’re going totally 
off the grid,” he said.

The facility today 
stands in stark contrast to 
its condition in the early 
days of Hurricane Sandy, 
which devastated YANA 
just two weeks after it 
opened. The entire build-
ing had to be gutted, with 
nearly everything replaced 
except for the ceiling.

Lopizzo said the first 
few days after the storm 
were dark times. When 
asked what went through 
his head after the hur-
ricane, tears in his eyes 

belied his humorous tone 
when he responded, “Sui-
cide, alcohol.”

But then he got a call 
from Occupy Sandy, which 
was looking for a commu-
nity center to use as an aid 
center in the Rockaways 
and asked if the group 
could set up at YANA.

“And the rest is histo-
ry,” Lopizzo said. “I really 
feel like Buddha sent them 
to me.”

As Occupy Sandy 
worked to get the neighbor-
hood back on its feet after 
the storm, it also helped 
Lopizzo rebuild, and slowly 
YANA was able to transi-
tion back to being a commu-
nity center, fully shifting 
away from storm relief to 
its original purpose about 
three months ago.

As a sort of testament 
to the new era, 12 young 
men gathered at YANA 
Sunday for the first class of 
a program that will equip 
them with some of the tools 
to make their dream ca-
reers a reality.

The students’ teacher, 
Morris J. Kennedy, said that 

by the end of the program, 
the youths, who come from 
Martin De Porres High 
School and St. John’s Resi-
dence for Boys, will have 
developed a portfolio of 
sorts that will include a ré-
sumé and a personal essay 
that could be turned into a 
cover letter. The Rockaway 
students will also fill out 
and mail an application for 
a driver’s license permit.

“They’re in a transi-
tion phase, they’re going 
from being children to be-
ing adults,” he said, saying 
the program helps them 
bridge that gap.

Justin Coulverson, 
who will be 18 in two 
weeks, said that during the 
first class he spoke about 
his desire to become a vet-
erinarian.

And he seemed to ap-
preciate YANA’s mission 
to be a supportive commu-
nity.

“The fact that some-
one else is pushing me to 
achieve helps a lot,” he 
said.
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Salvatore Lopizzo, YANA’s founder, speaks about the center’s 
transformation from a relief center into a community organiza-
tion. Photo by Christina Santucci

tend.
The Seaside branch is 

one of  four branches of the 
Queens Library system 
that was severely damaged 
during the storm , and of-

ficials estimated the total 
extent of damage to be $7.6 
million, which also includ-
ed destroyed flooring at 
the Howard Beach branch. 
The Broad Channel loca-
tion has already reopened 
for business, the Arverne 
library is scheduled to re-

sume regular service in De-
cember, and the Peninsula 
branch  in Rockaway Beach 
is expected to be closed 
until sometime in 2014. In 
the meantime, temporary 
branches are being utilized 
at the locations still under-
going repairs. 

Continued from Page 5 

Libraries

thirty and you’ll know how 
important that is!”

The race for the 22nd 
Council District is crowd-
ed. Daniel Peterson, a for-
mer President onf the NY 
Young Republicans is in the 
race. Lynne Serpe is repre-
senting the Green Party, 
The Conservative Part can-
didate is Danielle DStefano 
while Gerald Kann is the 
Populist candidate.

Continued from Page 34 

Costa
“my family has been in 
Astoria and coming to this 
hospital for 80 years.” His 
father, Peter Vallone, Sr., 
a Council member for 27 
years, agreed. 

“Yeah, and this place 
frankly was a dump, but 
the doctors and nurses 
were great!” the elder Val-
lone said.

Continued from Page 37 
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been consistent on the 
ferry and that it is a conve-
nient and pleasurable way 
to travel between the Rock-
aways and Manhattan.

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach) also said he 
is pushing for the ferry to 
remain permanent. He said 
he called on mayoral candi-
dates Bill de Blasio and Joe 
Lhota to pledge their sup-
port for continuation of the 
service, which he said both 
have done.

He pointed to the re-
cent expansion of the free 
ferry service for Staten 
Island as evidence the city 
could keep the Rockaway 
ferry running.

“If other residents of 
New York City can get free 
ferry service around the 
clock, there’s no reason 
Rockaway residents can’t 
get that as well,” he said.

But beyond the ferry, 
transportation has largely 
returned to its pre-Sandy 

state in the Rockaways, 
Goldfeder and Addabbo 
said. About 1,500 feet of sub-
way tracks running across 
Jamaica Bay that were 
completely washed out by 
Sandy have been restored, 
and a sheet wall was erect-
ed along the right of way to 
prevent washouts and de-
bris getting onto the tracks 
during future storms.

Kevin Ortiz, spokes-
man for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
said there is still hundreds 
of millions of dollars worth 
of additional infrastruc-
ture work to be done in the 
Rockaways to fully restore 
the A line, including some 
signal repairs.

Goldfeder is also push-
ing for additional transpor-
tation options on the penin-
sula, including reactivation 
of the abandoned Rockaway 

Beach line, which would 
open a portion of the Long 
Island Rail Road in the 
Rockaways. A recent MTA 
assessment of its 20-year 
capital needs identified the 
Rockaway Beach branch as 
an option under consider-
ation.

But Ortiz said there is 
currently no commitment 
or funding for the branch, 
and Addabbo said he is put-
ting more energy into keep-
ing the ferry active because 
the Rockaway rail line fac-
es major uphill battles.

But both Goldfeder 
and Addabbo agreed that 
more transportation op-
tions need to be brought to 
the Rockaways, which did 
not have a good track re-
cord even before Sandy hit.

“It took a natural di-
saster for the city to pay at-
tention,” Goldfeder said.

Continued from Page 4 

Ferry

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 

READY-TO-BUY
Find out how to make your website 

easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

CALL NOW 718.502.6248

MEDICAL ASSISTING1

Begin your career with a degree in
a field that gives you the clinical
experience to care for patients:

www.PlazaCollege.edu
1 www.PlazaCollege.edu/disclosures

agement Agency remapped 
parts of southern Queens, 
including many parts of 
Howard Beach, into high-
risk flooding zones. It was 
the first time FEMA had 
updated its flood maps 
since the early 1980s, the 
agency said.

Cohen, however, said 
he was not convinced that 
any sort of remapping 
would benefit the greater 
Howard Beach community.

“Nobody expected the 
kind of surge we saw from 
Sandy,” he said. “New evac-
uation zones won’t help if 
they don’t address other is-
sues, like parking concerns 
at different sites. We still 
need to be able to respond 
accordingly.”

The rezoning also has 
the potential to pose new 
risks for residents if final 
maps are approved in the 
forms of new building re-
quirements and flood in-
surance premium hikes to 
come as residents continue 
to rebuild.

Continued from Page 16 
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TWU worker Bruce Swabb peers out the window of the A train dur-
ing a ceremonial ride to mark the line’s return to the Rockaways 
in May.
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

With Halloween less than a week 
away, Queens has no shortage of fright-
ful and not-so-scary events guaranteed 
to bring a shriek of fun.The Queens 
Zoo, 53-51 111th St. in Flushing, long a 
favorite of kids and adults alike, has a 
variety of Halloween-themed activities 
called “Boo at the Zoo” Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 26-27. 

Activities include a Haunted Habi-
tat in the zoo’s Wild Room, specially 
decorated for Halloween from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. as well as Spooky Animal pre-
sentations featuring snakes and other 
animals at 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. Presen-
tations will also take place on Oct. 31, at 
the same times.

If pumpkins are more your thing, 
then you can pick the perfect one where 
the early bird gets the gourd. The first 
200 visitors on Saturday and Sunday 
will pick and decorate their own pump-
kin at the Zoo’s farm.  

From noon to 3 p.m., zoo-goers can 
get in the spirit with some colorful ani-
mal face painting that will transform 
them into a lion, puma or bear. 

Pumpkin Enrichment will feature 
pumas and bears tearing into treat-
filled pumpkins at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., 
both days. Classic Trick or Treating 
will also commence at stations located 
around the zoo and stocked with all 

kinds of goodies, also on Oct. 31.
Crafts for Kids will allow the young-

er set to make and take home a festive 
Halloween crafts from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and also on Oct. 31 at the same time.

And, don’t forget that children 12 
and under, dressed in costumes and ac-
companied by an adult, will receive free 
admission both days and on Oct. 31. 

For more information on Boo at the 
Zoo activities, call 718-271-1500 or visit 
www.queenszoo.com.

For those who prefer to explore, try 
a Haunted Lantern Tour at Fort Totten 
Park, 422 Weaver Road in Bayside, Fri-
day, Oct. 25, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
when Urban Park Rangers will mix his-
tory with Halloween during a guided 
lantern tour of the historic Water Bat-
tery at Fort Totten. 

Attendees must be on line by 8:15 
p.m. to be guaranteed admittance. 
There is no cost for the event. Call 718-
352-4793, ext. 301, for more information 
or e-mail michael.agnello@parks.nyc.
gov. 

Over at Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Halloween gets a 
remix on Thursday, Oct. 31, beginning 
at 4 p.m. as Dia de los Muertos, Hallow-
een and All Saints Day are celebrated 
in style with hands-on festivities and 
fun for all ages. Come in costume for 
this free event and participate in mak-

Celebrate the spooky season with 
everything from haunted houses 

to doggy costume parades

SCARE UP FUN 

IN QUEENS ON

HALLOWEENHALLOWEENHALLOWEENHALLOWEEN

Scenes from Halloweens past and present in 
Queens include (clockwise from top) Alex Nantes 
holds his son Lukas during the 2011 Jackson 
Heights Halloween Parade. Jen Jagodnik’s dog, 
Kona (front), and Raina Menter’s dog, Duncan, 
dress as a princess and her knight in shining ar-
mor during the Socrates Sculpture Park’s cos-
tume competition. Khloe Mata-Ontivesos holds 
her pup, Brittanie, at the Socrates Sculpture 
Park. Emma Chiang helps her children Hayley 
and Aiden decorate pumpkins last year at 
Catherine Turner Richard Park in Douglaston. 

Photos by Caroll Alvarado and Christina Santucci 
Continued on Page 55
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Answers in Sports

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

FILM

The Complete Howard Hawks — 
The Museum of the Moving Image 
celebrates legendary Hollywood 
director Howard Hawks with two 
months of screenings. Hawks 
created iconic fi lms in every 
genre including “His Girl Friday,” 
“Scarface” (1932), “The Big Sleep” 
and “Rio Bravo.”
When: Through Nov. 10, for 
complete schedule check out 
MOMI’s website
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria
Cost: Screenings are included 
in the cost of admission: $12/
adults, $9/seniors and students, 
$6/children 3 to 12
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — The 
Rockaway Artists Alliance’ show 
encompasses all media and 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

explores artists’ view of Super 
Storm Sandy. 
When: Through Nov. 10, Saturday 
and Sunday, Noon to 4 pm
Where: Rockaway Artists 
Alliance, 260 Beach 116th St., 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org

Biala: Vision and Memory — 
The fi rst comprehensive survey 
of Janice Biala’s work, known 
for her charming interiors, still-
lifes and landscapes.
When: Through Oct. 26; Monday 
- Thursday, 11 am - 7 pm; 
Saturday, 11 am - 5 pm
Where: Queens College Godwin-
Ternbach Museum, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., 405 Klapper Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

Silent Beaches, Untold 

Stories: New York City’s 
Forgotten Waterfront — An 
interdisciplinary exhibition 
exploring the city’s waterfront 
areas that are remote, neglected 
or little known to the public.
When: Through Nov. 9; Tuesday 
- Friday, 10 am - 5 pm; Saturday, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: St. John’s University, Dr. 
M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
academics/centers/yehgallery

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/Beijing 
1930 — This exhibition marks the 
fi rst time Noguchi’s fi gurative 
ink scrolls have been displayed 
alongside works by the master ink 

Continued on Page 53
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE

BY OLIVIA SAPERSTEIN

While technology has 
made independent filmmak-
ing more manageable over 
the years, it can still be rare 
to see true risks being taken 
in the medium, and on a mi-
nuscule budget. If this is the 
case, then Queens filmmak-
er William Cusick can be 
considered an indie heavy-
weight, as his new project 
“Pop Meets the Void,” plans 
to tackle motion graphics 
animation, green screen 
compositing and live action 
all in one $36,000 film.

It seems that only some-
one like Cusick, writer/di-
rector and star of the piece, 
who has had a truly diverse 
background in film, theater 
and music, could raise said 
amount of money, by use 
of crowd-funding — which 
seeks online donations. Cu-
sick graduated with a film 
degree from St. John’s Uni-

versity, taking two awards 
for his experimental works. 
Since then he has made 
many short films and music 
videos, and his last feature, 
“Welcome to Nowhere (Bul-
let Hole Road),” appeared at 
the Queens World Film Fes-
tival in March, winning the 
Founder’s Choice Award. 

“Pop Meets the Void,” 
the story of a musician who 
has spent the past 15 years 
writing an album, captures 
Cusick’s fusion of passions, 
and is a reflection of his ex-
perience designing video 
projections for experimen-
tal theater. The film will 
encompass daydream-like 
sequences of the different 
roads the protagonist could 
have taken, resulting in an 
nontraditional narrative 
with stunning visual effects.

“In some ways it is a 
musical,” Cusick, who com-
posed all of the music him-
self, said. 

Yet don’t expect show 
tunes; this is only the case 
in so much as the electro-

pop soundtrack is essential 
to the story structure.

These types of works 

are rare, even among to-
day’s more successful 
filmmakers, especially 
on a shoestring budget. 
Despite the profusion of 
film festivals out there, 
experimental film is still 
a smaller niche currently, 
which makes it all the more 
encouraging that Cusick 
has met and surpassed his 
Kickstarter goal, raising 
$36,000 to make the film. 

“We can work with a 
really small budget mostly 
because of our theater expe-
rience. We’ve been spending 
years and years working 
with really small budgets 
to create really large and 
elaborate video concepts 
for live shows,” Cusick 
said of his team, producer 
TaraFawn Marek, and ani-
mator/visual effects artist 
Jonathan Weiss. 

And while “Pop Meets 
the Void” rides on the ul-
timate frustration the In-

ternet has created in musi-
cians, giving them easier 
access to listeners, with-
out any guarantee of be-
ing heard (let alone paid), 
Cusick has the Internet to 
thank. Crowdfunding has 
helped him raise the mon-
ey needed to start shooting. 
But don’t think it was the 
web alone. 

“I personally reached 
out to about 100 people,” 
Cusick said, of the cam-
paign’s 301 backers.  Works 
that deal with life’s larger 
questions in nontraditional 
ways, such as Richard Lin-
klater’s “Waking Life” or “A 
Scanner Darkly,” cost mil-
lions to make. Yet Cusick’s 
story incites us to consider 
if this is necessary. 

Cusick is thoroughly 
inspired by Linklater’s 
imagination and ability to 
break the mold, yet an even 
stronger model would be 

Queens fi lmmaker breaks new ground
Money raised with Kickstarter helps director, star proceed with animated/live action movie shoot

Queens filmmaker William Cusick successfully raised money on-
line with Kickstarter to fund his new movie, “Pop Meets the Void.” 

Photo courtesy Cusick

Continued on Page 53
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Sometime during 
the later part of the 20th-
century, theater troupes 
started to tweak Shake-
spearean productions by 
performing them in mod-
ern dress, or setting them 
during World War II or 
even switching genders of 
some of the characters. 

These updated ver-
sions have enjoyed various 
degrees of success. Some 
have been lauded by crit-
ics and audiences, while 
others have been called 
out as gimmicky and dis-
missed. 

Titan Theatre Co. has 
now weighed in with its 
unique version of “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” 
at the Secret Theatre 
through Nov. 3. 

Matthew Foster as 
Puck welcomes the audi-
ence, while each of the 

other eight actors lines up 
behind him awaiting their 
fate for that evening. Puck 
then calls out the names 
of each performer as an 
audience members plucks 
a slip of paper from a hat 
he holds. On each slip are 
the names of a major and 
minor character and those 
are the parts each actor 
takes on that night. 

There’s no denying 
it’s all a bit gimmicky, but 
the nine performers play-
ing the 16 parts make it all 
work beautifully. 

Making each of the ac-
tors, besides Foster, learn 
every part provides ample 
opportunities for catastro-
phe. And it is possible that 
later in the run, confusion 
might set in and someone 
who’s played Helena twice 
might start speaking her 
lines instead of those of 
Lysander. But on open-
ing night the entire cast 

played as though they had 
been rehearsing those spe-
cific roles for the last few 
weeks.

The two standouts, 
however, were the individ-
uals forced to take on roles 
of the opposite sex. 

Alexis Black shines in 
the dual roles of Lysander, 
the young lad in love with 
Hermia, and Flute, one of 
the tradesmen who per-
forms as part of the wed-
ding festivities for The-
seus and Hippolyta late in 
the play. 

Physically, Black 
does little more than pin 
her long hair up to appear 
more masculine, but she 
nails the mannerisms, 
movement and speech pat-
tern of a man fighting for 
his love. She does an even 
better job as Flute, one of 
the rag-tag actors forced to 
take on the lone female part 
in the play within the play. 

Demoralized by having to 
be a girl, Black captures 
the anger and frustration 
of an actor believing he is 
not being used properly in 
the production. 

As Thisbe in the play 
within the play — about 
the tragic lovers Pyramus 
and Thisbe who inspired 
“Romeo and Juliet” — 
Black provides some of the 
evening’s biggest laughs. 

Titan Theatre Co. shakes things up with show
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ cast shines in whichever parts they take on in new LIC production

IF YOU GO
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream”

TITAN Theatre Co. at 
The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
When: Through Nov. 3 
Cost: $15 - $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

TITAN Theatre Co. actors Emily Trask (l. to r.), Laura Frye, Gregory 
Isaac, Ryan Lee and Alexis Black in a scene from “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” Photo courtesy Chasi Annexy

Continued on Page 54
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

Spanish filmmaker Luis 
Buñuel, who spearheaded 
avant-garde surrealism in 
the 1930s. In one of Cusick’s 
favorites, “That Obscure 
Object of Desire,” Buñuel 
uses surreal, mind-bend-
ing qualities. The lead, Ma-
thieu (Fernando Rey), gives 

us a flash of history, when 
he was in love with a young 
flamenco dancer. The 
dancer is effectually played 
by two different actresses 
(Carole Bouquet, and Ange-
la Molina), who look noth-
ing alike. By doing this 
Buñuel underscores the 
elusive nature of our mind, 
and it can’t help but seem 
that Cusick will attempt 
an equally illuminating 

operation with his concept 
of life’s potential pathways. 
Major ideas don’t always 
need major budgets.

It will be a true expe-
rience to see the finished 
product of Cusick’s antici-
pated work, and we’ll hope 
that Queens will be the 
first to partake. 

Explore “Pop Meets the 
Void” here: tiny.cc/popmeet-
sthevoid

painter, Qi Baishi, whom Noguchi 
studied with in 1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

EVENTS

Chutney Pride’s HalloQueen 
— The group aimed at uniting 
the city’s Caribbean LGBTQ 
community holds its annual 
Halloween costume party. 
Special guest performances 
and a cash prize costume 
contest. The event is 18-plus. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 26, doors 
open at 11 pm
Where: Naresa Palace, 116-14 
Rockaway Blvd., South Ozone
Cost: $20/at door, $15/advance 
through halloqueen2013.
eventbrite.com
Contact: (917) 853-7262

Halloween Re-mixed — It’s a 

trio of festivities as Town Hall 
celebrates Dia de los Muertos, 
Halloween and All Saints Day 
with an all-ages event. Be sure 
to wear a costume. 
When: Thursday, Oct. 31, at 4 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Dead or Alive: Halloween at 
NYSCI — The New York Hall of 
Science holds two weekends 
of celebrations in honor of 
Halloween and the Day of 
the Dead. Activities include 
pumpkin chucking, live wolves 
and bats and Frankenstein-like 
projections. 
When: Oct. 26, Oct. 27, Nov. 1 
and Nov. 2, from 1 pm to 6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults (includes 
museum admission), $8/
children, students and seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005.
Website: www.nysci.org

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens outside the Gardens’ 

fence on Dahlia Avenue near 
Main Street. Contact: (718) 
866-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

First Fridays at the 
Noguchi Museum  — The 
museum offers extended 
evening hours on the fi rst 
Friday of each month, from 
5 to 8 pm. First Friday 
programming includes 
“Center of Attention,” an 
extended conversation 
around a single work of art, 
followed by a fi lm program. 
For Nov. 1: A compilation of 
footage of Sumi Ink Club, 
a participatory drawing 
project established in 
2005 by Los Angeles-based 
artists Sarah Rara and Luke 
Fischbeck. Using traditional 
sumi-e ink, members of 
the club produce work 
cooperatively in open-to-
the-public meetings, several 
of which are presented here 
as time-lapse video.
When: Friday, Nov. 1, 
program begins at 6 pm, 
cash bar starts at 5:30 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguci.org

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15 - $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

“The Graduate” — Queens 
Theatre opens its season 
with a live performance by 
radio theater company L.A. 
Theatre Works of the theatrical 
adaptation of the classic 1960s 
novel and fl im. 
When: Oct. 25, Oct. 26 and Oct. 27
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 

PRODUCTIONS

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — Titan Theatre Co. 
presents its version of the 
Shakespeare comedy with a 
twist. Except for the role of 
Puck, each actor won’t fi nd out 
what part they are playing until 
names are drawn in front of the 
audience each night. 
When: Through Nov. 3; 
Thursday at 7:30 pm, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
4 pm, Monday, Oct. 21 show at 
7:30 pm

Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $49/general seating, $25/
rear seating
Contact: 718-760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Guys and Dolls” — A musical 
fable of Broadway based on 
the stories by Damon Runyon. 
This classic American musical 
includes such standards as 
“Luck Be A Lady Tonight,” “Sit 
Down You’re Rocking the Boat” 
and the title number. 
When: Nov. 2 to Nov. 17, Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

Continued from Page 53

Events

Film
Continued from Page 51
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 29.  Made eyes at
 32.  "Poor me!"
 33.  Actress Moore
 34.  College bigwig
 36.  Naughty child's present
 37.  Blunders
 38.  From dusk til dawn, say
 40.  British biscuit
 41.  Glorify
 43.  Like two peas ____
 44.  Creaks and squeaks, e.g.
 45.  Darling
 46.  "Time in a Bottle" singer
 47.  Cold War threat
 48.  Caravan stops
 51.  K-P connection
 52.  Rain man?
 53.  Actress Spelling
 54.  Gambler's concern
 56.  Email add-on, abbr.
 57.  "Friendly skies" co.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

October 25-31, 2013

By Pete Canty

For the Birds

Across

 1.  Taverns
 5.  Football helmet  
  component
 10.  Proper partner?
 14.  Island feast
 15.  "A League of ____ Own"
 16.  First-rate
 17.  Suffix with psych-
 18.  Highly decorated troop  
  member
 20.  Theories
 22.  Literature Nobelist  
  Hermann
 23.  Guitarist Clapton
 24.  Turned away
 26.  Classified narrowl
 30.  Feudal superiors
 31.  Takes a turn
 32.  Tack on
 35.  Is in the red
 36.  Boston NBAers
 38.  Sheltered, at sea
 39.  Route
 40.  Irritated
 41.  Peruvian beast
 42.  Major transgression
 45.  Fishy groups
 49.  Proper follower
 50.  Not rural
 51.  Attacked
 55.  Evidence of excitement,  
  perhaps
 58.  Well-behaved
 59.  Pinnacle
 60.  Sacajawea's craft
 61.  Challenging
 62.  CSA soldiers
 63.  Oafs
 64.  Not that

Down

 1.  Voting group
 2.  Grand Theft ____
 3.  Game delay cause
 4.  Follows in office
 5.  Intervene
 6.  Primative roof material
 7.  Rules, for short
 8.  Feel sick
 9.  Historic opening?
 10.  Indiana player
 11.  Resting place
 12.  Lavatory sign
 13.  Doles (out)
 19.  Loses hair
 21.  Cupid, to the Greeks
 24.  Loads
 25.  Flying formations
 26.  Snow remover
 27.  Early caucus state
 28.  Earl ____ tea

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SOME OF THE BEST
A B U T S C A L A A M P S
T U N E A U R I C T O R O
M M I C U R I N E O N I N

S C H I N D L E R S L I S T
C R Y R A Y A L C O A
L U C R E M A L L A N G
O S L O D A I L I E S
T H E S O U N D O F M U S I C

E M A N A T E E L S E
F A T A L A S S T O O D
A T E I N U S E U T E
T H E K I N G S S P E E C H
C O H O U L N A E T H E N
A M E N F E I G N N E R O
T E E S F E T E D A R M S

Wearing a mop as a wig, 
Black adopts a falsetto 
voice to recite her lines 
in a bored manner, while 
striking an exaggerated 
model’s pose. But when 
the action of the smaller 
play takes a sorrowful 
tone, Black amazes with a 
subtle and heartbreaking 
turn that leaves the gig-
gling behind. 

The other gender-
bender, Gregory Isaac as 
Titana, the fairy queen, 
and Hippolyta, the Ama-
zon queen, also scores 
high marks for his perfor-
mances. 

Again with very little 
physical changes, Isaac 
slips easily into part of 
the scorned fairy queen, 
forced by magic to fall in 
love with an actor who’s 
been turned into a donkey. 

Isaac perfectly cap-
tures the rhythm and style 

of the two queens he must 
encompass. He, too, earns 
big laughs as he swoons 
for Nick Bottom, after he’s 
turned into a jackass. 

As Bottom, Sean Hu-
dock brilliantly portrays a 
bad actor, which is not an 
easy thing to do, both as the 
man and as the donkey. 

Director Lenny Ban-
ovez keeps a light touch on 
the action and allows this 
one-act version to simply 
fly by during the 90-min-
ute production. 

Continued from Page 52

Titan

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

SERVING GLUTEN-FREE PASTA 
UPON REQUEST

ENJOY LUNCH AND 
DINNER ON THE 

WHITESTONE WATERFRONT
FRIDAY NIGHT 

Happy Hour Specials 4–7PM

FINE DINING 

FRIDAY 7-10PM SUNDAY 6:30-9PM

SATURDAY 
7-10PM

LIVE MUSIC

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—
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Pre-Halloween Costume Party 
Saturday, October 26th 9pm 

LIVE DJ at 10pm 
Best Costume First Prize $400!

Halloween Night
Thursday, October 31st 10pm 

Creepy Karaoke Starts at 11pm
Best Costume First Prize: (2) NY Rangers Tickets includes 

Transportation, Buffet and Drinks Prior to the Game!

Austin’s Ale House Presents

Austin’s Ale House
718.849.3939

ing Halloween masks, All 
Saints Day Medallions and 
Mexican Sugar Skulls. 
There will also be ghost sto-
ries. For more information, 
call Flushing Town Hall at 
718-463-7700 ext. 244. 

If you’re the haunted 
house type, then be sure 
to check out the Hallow-
een haunted house at the 
Queens County Farm Mu-
seum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway in Floral Park, on 
Oct. 25, 26 and 27 from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. The spooky activi-
ties include hayrides, Hal-
loween treats, mulled cider, 
pumpkins and apples. 

The house is recom-
mended for kids ages 4 to 12 
and adults might enjoy the 
haunted house, too. Admis-
sion is only $4. Other activi-
ties include pick-your-own 
pumpkins and a children’s 
fall festival. 

For more information, 
call 718-347-3276. 

Check out the historic 
King Manor, 150-03 Jamai-

ca Ave. in Jamaica, Oct. 26, 
from noon to 4 p.m. for a free 
fall celebration featuring a 
demonstration of tradition-
al hearth cooking, churned 
fresh butter and pressed ci-
der from fresh apples. 

People can also try 
their hand at making corn-
husk dolls and then hear 
spooky stories inspired 
by 19th-century litera-
ture. Guided tours of King 
Manor, the historic home 
of Rufus King, will also be 
available. The event is free. 
For more information, visit 
www.kingmanor.org or call 
718-206-0545. 

Over in Jackson 
Heights, don’t miss the 23rd 
Annual Jackson Heights 
Halloween Parade on Oct. 
31 at 5 p.m. It will take place 
along 37th Avenue from 
89th to 76th streets. All 
are invited to this annual 
fun and spooky celebration 
which is the second-largest 
Halloween parade in New 
York City and features 
plenty of kids, costumes 
and quirky fun.  

Don’t want your pets 
to feel left out of the Hal-
loween fun? Well, head on 
down to Woodside’s Second 
Annual Halloween Pet Pa-
rade and Festival on Oct. 
26 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The parade takes place at 
Windmuller Park, 52nd 
Avenue and 39th Drive, 
and features plenty of pets 
dressed in their costume 
bests. The special activi-
ties include a pet costume 
contest, raffles, training 
workshops, grooming 
demos and special give-
aways. For more informa-
tion, visit www.woodside-
onthemove.org.

Fido can also strut his 
stuff down at the Canine 
Costume Carnival in Rock-
away Freeway Dog Park, 
83-02 Beach Channel Drive, 
Saturday, Oct. 26, from 
noon to 2 p.m.

Activities include a 
costume contest for dogs as 
well as carnival games, a 
photo booth and face paint-
ing for their humans. 

Although there’s plen-
ty of things to be afraid of 
this season, traveling far 
isn’t one of them.

Continued from Page 49

SCARY HALLOWEEN

at Bourbon Street!
Saturday, October 26th

Pre-Halloween Monster Bash at 10PM 
*$500 Cash Prize for Best Costume* Live DJ

Halloween Day, Thursday, October 31st

Kids Monster Bash from 3:30PM–5:30PM 
*Free Buffet, Costume Parade and Contests

Halloween Night, Thursday, October 31st

DJ Jimmy James Halloween Ball at 9:30PM 
with Mystery Prize for Best Costume!

Bourbon Street, 40-12 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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cluding Linda Gibbs, dep-
uty mayor for health and 
human services, to outline 
the city’s preparedness and 
recovery projects in the 
year since the storm. Some 
of the city’s biggest moves, 
officials said, came in the 
forms of remapped evacu-
ation zones that better re-
flect new flood risks and 
infrastructure upgrades.

The measures were 
mapped out to combat a 
greater threat outlined in 
another Bloomberg report 
put out in June, which pre-
dicted a rise in rainfall and 
temperature over the next 
several years.

Bloomberg said it 
should be a top priority to 
widen and improve sand 
dunes along some of the 
city’s most vulnerable 
beaches and shore fronts, 
including Jamaica Bay and 
Breezy Point, which were 
some of Sandy’s most vul-
nerable victims. The may-
or said Jamaica Bay was 
scheduled to receive storm 
surge barriers to protect 
residents from massive 
flooding and Breezy Point 
would also soon be getting 
a new double-dune system.

The city also spent 
more than $270 million over 
the past year restoring the 

beaches and shore fronts 
crippled by the storm, in-
cluding Rockaway Beach, 
which is slated to get part of 
a new $200 million, 4.7-mile 
boardwalk planned for the 
shoreline, according to the 
mayor.

On the state level, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo rolled out 
a string of new laws to help 
New York recover from 
Sandy’s effects with the en-
vironment in mind. One of 
the laws, specifically, was 
geared toward preserving 
and rebuilding the most 
at-risk shorelines. Cuomo 
signed the legislation into 
law last week, establishing 
a community preservation 
fund to protect the state’s 
areas of natural beauty 
from excessive development 
and expand the criteria for 
space that can be protected 
by these funds to include 
shoreline at risk of coastal 
flooding due to projected 
sea level rise and storms.

The governor also ad-
vocated for more funding to 
benefit the state’s Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program 
to help municipal govern-
ments and nonprofits re-
build after devastating 
storms. Cuomo said more 
than $500 million was ex-
pected to be made available 
for the program with the 
state’s help.

“Severe weather 
events are no longer once 
every hundred years, so 
our communities must be 
ready to handle more fre-
quent and intense storms,” 
Cuomo said. “These funds 
will provide financial as-
sistance to communities 
statewide to rebuild and 
improve our resiliency, as 
part of the state’s ongoing 
work to ensure that we are 
better prepared to protect 
New Yorkers, strengthen 
facilities and infrastruc-
ture and maintain critical 
services.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

sues local business owners 
said will determine the 
future of the Rockaways’ 
economy.

“It’s more devastat-
ing than the storm,” Long 
said, referring to the poten-
tial rise in flood insurance 
could have on her pet supply 

store. “We recovered from 
the storm. I don’t know how 
to recover from that.”

Before the storm hit, 
Cicia had plans to convert 
the lot behind his store 
 into a beer garden where 
patrons could sip locally 
brewed libations.

After getting his busi-
ness up and running on a 
bare bones basis, he turned 
his attention to getting 

tenants back in the build-
ing and now is setting his 
sights on turning the dilap-
idated lot into a hot spot.

“I did the best I could. 
At least a year later I got a 
lot — I think it’s a lot — ac-
complished,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

that might strike New York 
City.

“I’m knocking on 
wood,” she said. “We can-
not do this again.”

She credited her hus-
band with doing most of the 
house’s repairs on his own. 
Meanwhile, he has also 
been working full-time and 
attending school during the 
past year.

The Scannells’ neigh-
bor, Charlie Wolfe, was one 
of the few Breezy Point resi-
dents whose homes did not 
suffer much damage. But 
he, too, was displaced. He 
left for four months while 
utilities were restored. 
There was also some con-
cern that the local water 
supply had been contami-
nated.

“Water does so much 
damage,” Wolfe said.

Wolfe chose to ride out 
the storm inside his house, 
but said he would leave if 
another storm comes.

Tom and Anke Long 
had evacuated the year 
before during Hurricane 
Irene and chose to stay 
home for Sandy, expecting 
another false alarm.

“We realized maybe we 
should’ve left, but by then 
it was too late,” Tom Long 
said. “But the next time we 
hear the word ‘surge,’ we’ll 
start packing.

The couple had spent 
summers in Breezy Point 
since 1974 and then built 
their house in 1998, expect-
ing it to be their “forever 
home.”

“I never thought I’d be 
redoing my house,” Anke 
Long said.

During the storm, the 
water filled the first floor of 
their house and the Longs, 
their son and Anke’s moth-

er sought refuge on the sec-
ond story, which remained 
dry.

After living with fam-
ily in Rockville Centre, L.I., 
for two weeks, they rented 
an apartment for a few 
months.

“It was the first time 
in our lives we ever paid 
rent,” Tom Long said. “We 
always had a house.”

But for all the difficul-
ties the Longs have over-
come within the last year, 
they described themselves 
as fortunate. They said 
they felt sorry for the chil-
dren who were displaced 
and for the elderly senior 
citizens who cannot afford 
to rebuild their houses.

“That keeps the happy 
mood down,” Tom Long 
said. “It keeps the optimism 
a little bit tempered. I don’t 
think the community will 
feel 100 percent whole for 
many years.”

Anke Long said she 
becomes anxious when she 
hears of impending storms, 
but chooses not to dwell on 
them.

“If another storm like 
this happens, you can’t 
worry too much because 
there’s nothing you can do 
to stop it,” she said.

Marilyn Harvey, who 
owns Breezy Tour and 
Travel, still has no elec-
tricity in her business. She 
said local businesses did 
not receive much recovery 
help right away as most of 
the focus was on individu-
als and households.

She said the neighbor-
hood was like a ghost town 
immediately following the 
storm.

“I’ve never been afraid 
in Breezy Point before,” 
she said. “It felt like a third 
world country.”

Harvey described the 
relief efforts by residents 
as well as volunteers from 
afar.

She pointed to her 
friend, Erin Corcoran Daly, 
a Florida resident who still 
owns a summer home in 
Breezy Point.

“This woman is amaz-
ing,” Harvey said. “She ran 
this place like a general.”

Daly, along with oth-
ers, founded Operation 
Gut and Pump, a volunteer 
group credited with saving 
600 of Breezy Point’s 3,000 
homes by cleaning them 
out.

“We went in and just 
thought, ‘We’ve got to get 
through this, we’ve got to 
get it done,’” Daly said.

Volunteers worked 
tirelessly for more than a 
month. Daly was later hon-
ored by the White House as 
a Champion of Change.

Peter Rayder, pastor of 
St. Thomas More Church, 
described a community 
that is more optimistic to-
day.

“I see people with 
smiles on their faces,” he 
said. “With everything 
they’ve been through, they 
haven’t lost the sense of 
being alive, their sense of 
hope.”

There are plans to 
move the Virgin Mary of 
Breezy Point to the court-
yard of St. Edmund, a sister 
parish, after the anniver-
sary of Sandy, he said.

He said he was ini-
tially concerned about how 
the community would react 
about the decision to move 
the statue.

But they agreed it does 
not really belong in the 
church, he said.

“‘It’s an outdoor stat-
ue,’ they told me,” he said. 
“‘More people need to see 
it.’”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5 

Breezy

Continued from Page 6 

Businesses

Continued from Page 6 

Climate

Turner said he applied 
for a building permit soon 
after the storm. His home 
has been under construc-
tion for two months and 
will be completed soon.

“Some people were 
delayed for six or eight 
months before they did 
anything,” he said. “I don’t 
know why — if it was shock 
or what. But it all seems to 
be coming together now.”

The beachfront com-
munity was devastated by 
the storm, but Turner said 
there are elements of the 
community that will never 
change.

“We have the same 
friends and neighbors and 
the same community spir-
it,” he said. “It is a very 
good community for help-
ing one another. It’s very 

friendly, people know one 
another.”

While the rebuilding 
process in Breezy Point has 
been slow, the speed has 
picked up recently.

Turner said there are 
about two dozen houses 
that are in same stage of 
the rebuilding process.

He said local builders, 
including the Rockaway 
Beach Blvd. Construction 
Co., the construction firm 
behind Arverne by the Sea, 
are building many of the 
new Breezy Point homes.

A number of the homes 
are modular — or prefabri-
cated — which are delivered 
in pieces, put into place by 
cranes and then attached.

Turner said the per-
mitting process used to 
take 15 months, but Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and the 
city Department of Build-
ings have been working to 
expedite the process to four 

or five weeks.
The former congress-

man said he expects 350 
homes to be restored by 
next summer.

Turner said Sandy 
was a tough blow for the 
community, but there is a 
shared determination to 
rebuild.

“Everyone has their 
own story, their own cir-
cumstances,” he said. 
“Some people have differ-
ent insurance, some homes 
were destroyed by the fire 
and others by the storm. 
People have different 
means — it’s a very diverse 
community economically. 
But even with all the differ-
ent stories, there is a com-
mon purpose to get back to 
normal.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5 

Turner

Bags of sand are stacked underneath the remnants of the 
Rockaway boardwalk. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Business has been 
blowing up at Whitestone’s 
Dial-A-Balloon delivery 
and decorating service, but 
its success did not come out 
of thin air.

Whitestone’s own De-
von O’Connor has already 
collected a lengthy résumé 
of community activism, but 
did not hesitate when his 
father passed the business 
he started 32 years ago onto 
him. When he is not hitting 
the streets in the name of 
his own Welcome to Whites-
tone civic organization, the 
northeast Queens native 
can also be seen escorting 
enormous displays of color-
ful balloon arrangements 
to some of the borough’s 
hottest events.

He assembles and 
delivers the colorful ar-
rangements himself and 
takes custom orders for 
any event. Most recently, 
Dial-A-Balloon assembled 
its own custom baby bottle 
made entirely out of blue, 
white and clear balloons.

O’Connor said he takes 
any chance he can to get the 
business’ name out there 
because a little bit of extra 

color could go a long way. 
He has also hosted some of 
his own events like face-
painting parties and fam-
ily days to remain active in 
the northeast Queens com-

munity.
Dial-A-Balloon has 

been adding color to count-
less events throughout the 
borough, from birthday 
parties and seasonal get-

togethers to political func-
tions and public forums.

Some of the Dial-A-Bal-
loon appearances of late in-
cluded a red, white and blue 
display in the backdrop of a 

political forum at the Bay 
Terrace Jewish Center in 
the weeks leading up to the 
September primary.

Their work has been 
prominently displayed on 
the Dial-A-Balloon Face-
book page, with sweeping 
balloon banners lining 
the walls and ceilings of 
northeast Queens. With 
the fall season in full gear, 
O’Connor said he has most 
recently been assembling 
black and orange balloon 
displays at area schools and 
Halloween parties.

Whether it is 
a towering balloon 
arch or simple ar-
rangements for ta-
bletops, O’Connor 
said it was Dial-
A-Balloon’s vision 
to be the unsung 
hero at any event 
by adding that col-
orful touch.

But the bal-
loon business 
was not the only 
business venture 
to come with the 
family name. Lo-
gan O’Connor, 
Devon’s brother, 
recently started 
a business of his 

own with Logan’s Cafe in 
the family’s hometown of 
Whitestone.

The business opened 
up near the expansive 
housing complex at Le-
havre on the Water in Feb-
ruary and has been dishing 
out a unique array of fresh 
menu items such as egg-
plant burgers and chicken 
wraps. It was the latest en-
trepreneurial chapter for 
the active O’Connors and 
has taken on the same com-
munity-first approach, the 
family said.

Balloon biz booms for Whitestone family



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 2

5-
31

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

60

TL

B&W

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Medina Mulic again 

proved she could score 
from anywhere in any way 
and at any time.

The Christ the King 
super sophomore tallied 
both Royals goals in a 2-0 
victory against Fontbonne 
Hall in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Class AA girls’ soc-
cer Oct. 16 at Juniper Val-
ley Park. The first came 
when she controlled a pass 
from Sarah Nolan and split 
two defenders in the box for 
a 26th minute goal. Shortly 
after she jumped up high to 
head in a Francesca Giglio 
corner kick to make it 2-0.

“She is very aggres-
sive,” Giglio said of Mulic. 
“I just know that if it is one-
on-one, she will always beat 
the player.”

The victory moved the 
Royals closer to clinching 

a third-straight regular 
season title. They have won 
the last two diocesan cham-
pionships. CK Coach John 
Fayad is proud of his team 
for keeping the program at 
a high level. It has just 13 
players, had key veterans 
choose not to return before 
the season and fields a rela-
tively young roster.

“I’m happy with this 
year, especially this year 
because of the adversity 
that we faced,” Fayad said. 
“The girls stepped up.”

Christ the King’s defen-
sive performance against 
Fontbonne was equally as 
impressive. They shut out 
Fontbonne and limited its 
dangerous scoring chances 
without a key player in the 
back. Senior defender Des-
tiny Marino missed the 
game because of the death 
of her grandmother.

Christ the King sweep-
er Diana Paravatos was su-
perb cutting off Fontbonne’s 
pass. Laura Jans filled in 
nicely for Marino, Kimber-
ly Moreira was excellent in 
the net and Aimee Teitel-
baum helped control play at 
midfield with Giglio.

“We were trying to 
pick it up for Destiny be-
cause she wasn’t here to-
day, but we should always 
play with that high energy,” 
Mulic said.

Christ the King (4-0-2) 
was unable to finish nu-
merous scoring chances. 
Nolan couldn’t put away 
a number of shots while 
streaking into the box. Mu-
lic had a header go wide and 
two long blasts sail over the 
crossbar late in the second 
half, keeping her from re-
cording a third goal.

“I wanted a hat trick,” 
Mulic said. “I really want-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep heard 

all the hype leading up to 
its crossover match with 
Westchester County power 
Kennedy Catholic, which 
joined the CHSAA this sea-
son.

They just weren’t buy-
ing any of it.

The Terriers, the six-
time defending CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I volleyballs champions, 
treated the Gaels just like 
they do most other oppo-
nents both in their mindset 
and the results on the court. 
St. Francis Prep swept Ken-
nedy Catholic 25-21, 25-15, 
25-23 in an intersectional 
crossover match in Fresh 
Meadows last Thursday 
night. SFP never ques-
tioned its ability against 
what appeared would be a 
stiff challenge from a new-
comer.

“Just play how we usu-
ally do and we can beat any-
one,” middle hitter Stepha-
nie Sokolich said.

Kennedy Catholic (16-
2), which plays in Bronx/
Weschester, had lost just 
once all season, a five-set 
defeat to Fontbonne Hall 
and it beat Archbishop Mol-
loy in five. St. Francis Prep 
(11-0) proved to be a much 
different animal. Gaels 
Coach Ellen Casey noted 
the Terriers players’ size 
advantage at the net, their 
plethora of hitters and the 
quality of their passing 
that exposed her team’s 
weakness.

“A lot of times their 
sets were really quick and 
we missed out on the block,” 
Casey said.

St. Francis Prep set-
ter Nicole Tong spread the 
ball around and compiled 
31 assists. Jaclyn LaForgia 
has 13 kills and Sokolich 

added 10. Carolyn Gorecki 
chipped in eight kills. All 
three had two blocks. Jo-
hairy Riveradeneira had 
nine digs and four kills. It 
shows just what can hap-
pen when everyone is play-
ing well.

“If our passing is there, 
we have all the options,” St. 
Francis Prep Coach Kevin 
Colucci said. “We have six 
different hitters. The rest 
of the teams they have two 
or three.”

It was Sokolich who 
distinguished herself from 
the bunch in this match. 
She helped the Terriers 
build momentum after a 
slow start to the first set. 
Sokolich recorded two kills 
during a 7-0 run that gave 
SFP a 16-11 lead. Her block 
ended the first set.

“Once you’re in a 
rhythm you just keep go-
ing,” Sokolich said.

The Terriers domi-

nated the second set, but 
found themselves down 14-7 
and 20-16 in the third. Still 
they rallied. St. Francis 
Prep’s passing improved 
and it won seven of the 
next 10 points that included 
two LaForgia kills to tie 
the score at 23-23. Sokolich 
put down a kill right from 
the center the net and Riv-
eradeneira had a block to 
end the match.

Colucci told his team 
before the match to treat it 
like a quality non-league 
contest that will help pre-
pare them for the playoffs. 
The two could meet again 
in the CHSAA state tour-
nament. Playing Kennedy 
Catholic was still a new 
challenge to the players, 
one they passed with flying 
colors.

“We showed that when 
we play like a team, we can 
dominate,” LaForgia said.
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Continued on Page 65

Mulic scores twice 
in Royals victory

Prep wins in straight sets
Terriers top Westchester’s Kennedy Catholic in anticipated match

St. Francis Prep players celebrate a point during the third set of the match with Kennedy Catholic. Photo by Christina Santucci

Christ the King for-
ward Medina Mulic (front) 
takes control of the ball. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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PR>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
C300^2011 MERCEDES

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$249

2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619
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 Anja Malesevic made 
a smooth transition after 
leaving her immediate fam-
ily behind when moving 
from Serbia to the United 
States earlier this year, but 
there is one thing that still 
gets her, something she 
can’t get over.

The 6-foot-2 Benjamin 
Cardozo outside hitter pro-
duces oohs, ahs and wows 
from a crowd of volleyball 
fans when she puts down 
a powerful and perfectly 
placed kill. There were 
plenty during a 15-kill per-
formance in front of her 
schoolmates in a win over 
rival Francis Lewis Mon-
day. Malesevic can’t help 
but get a kick out of it.

“I have never played 
in front of such excited peo-
ple,” she said. “They are so 
cheerful. They really enjoy 
watching volleyball. That’s 
what makes me enjoy play-
ing.”

High school volleyball 
in itself is something she 
is getting used to. She said 
in Serbia, where she picked 
up the game in the second-
grade, you play for a club 
team with and against old-
er and taller girls and not 
your school.

Malesevic has been 
a pleasant and productive 
surprise for the Judges 
since moving to Astoria 
to live with her aunt and 
uncle to work toward going 
to college. She already had 
interest from Columbia to 
play volleyball, according 
to Cardozo Coach Dan Sca-
rola.

The senior, as of Tues-
day, was leading the PSAL 

in kills with 95 and helped 
the Judges make up for 
the loss of last season’s top 
hitter, Alexis Hamilton, 
who moved to California 
after her freshman season. 
Malesevic’s strong play has 
gotten her a little bit of a fol-
lowing at the school.

“A big kill like that is 
like a homerun,” Scarola 
said. “Everyone likes to 
watch it and see what she 
can do.”

What she’s done is help 
a veteran team remain in 
the upper echelon of the 
teams in New York City. 
Cardozo, which lost in the 
Class A semifinals last sea-
son, is undefeated in league 
play and is one of the favor-
ites to claim its third city 
title in the last four years.

Malesevic said she has 
embraced her new role as 
a leader and go-to player, 
saying she enjoys it. She 
provided key points for 

the Judges against Fran-
cis Lewis. When the Patri-
ots got within 16-13 in the 
second set, she respond 
with spiking down three 
straight sets from Jessica 
Yin to give back control to 
her team. It further solidi-
fies her teammates’ first 
impressions of her.

“I know we had some 
real good players, but hav-
ing her would help us a lot,” 
senior middle blocker Al-
yssa McAdam said.

Those around Male-
sevic, her teammates and 
the rest of the Cardozo 
students have made things 
easier for her as well. They 
welcomed her with open 
arms and made her life as 
enjoyable as she’s made 
theirs.

“People are so cheer-
ful here,” Malesevic said. 
“That’s what always sur-
prises me, how they get ex-
cited about everything.”

Cardozo’s Anja Malesevic moved from Serbia to the United States 
earlier this year. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
It’s the type of big goal 

St. Francis Prep has come 
to expect from Sophia De-
Leon.

The junior had her 
back to the net, the ball at 
her feet and time running 
low. She quickly turned, 
shot and placed the ball just 
under the crossbar and out 

of the reach of Archbishop 
Molloy goalie Victoria Gia-
natiempo for what proved 
to be the winner in the 71st 
minute.

“I always look for the 
shot,” DeLeon said. “So 
even though I didn’t have 
much space on it, I went for 
it just because we were tied 
and it was almost the end of 
the game.”

Taking the chance 
paid off.

She was able to fit the 
ball in the one spot it had a 
chance to go in to help pro-
pel St. Francis Prep to a 2-0 
victory over rival Molloy 
(5-7-1) in CHSAA Nassau/
Suffolk girls’ soccer on Se-
nior Day at Fort Totten Oct. 
16. It is the Terriers’ sixth 

Late DeLeon goal pushes Terriers 
past Archbishop Molloy Stanners

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Monsignor McClancy 
appears to have righted it-
self after a two-game losing 
streak.

The two-time defend-
ing CHSAA Class A boys’ 
soccer city champions 
have now won consecutive 
games after topping St. 
Edmund 3-1 Oct. 15 at All-
American Field. Crusaders 
Coach Michael Sylvester 
thinks there have been no 
easy contests this season 
after his team went 15-1-3 
last year en route to anoth-
er crown.

“We have to be more 
consistent,” he said. “We 
have to keep getting better. 
Last two games we played 
very good. We just have to 
build on that.”

McClancy fell to un-
beaten Kennedy Catholic, 
a league newcomer Oct. 4 

and days later they were 
stunned by last place La-
Salle. The turnaround 
started last week with a 
key 2-0 road victory against 
rival St. Joseph by the Sea 
in a rematch of last year’s 

title game. A comfortable 
win against the Eagles fol-
lowed.

“We lost a lot of play-
ers, but we still have the 
guys to put the games 

McClancy beats St. Edmund
to remain in fi rst in division

Senior Joey Mifsud (l.), from McClancy, powers past St. Edmund’s 
player Jayden George. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued on Page 65Continued on Page 65

St. Francis Prep’s Isabelle Brenes takes the ball down the field. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Anja Malesevic fi nds new home at Dozo
Native of Serbia proves to be good addition to Judges’ volleyball team after relocating to Astoria
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ed a hat trick.”
CK also wants a third 

straight diocesan title. The 
challenge once the regu-
lar season ends next week 
will be to stay sharp for the 
playoffs. They will enjoy 
this victory first.

“This was a big win,” 
Mulic said. “This was a big 
deal for us.”

away,” star striker Joey 
Mifsud said. “As soon as we 
get going, we are just going 
to be much better than we 
were in some of our previ-
ous games.”

It was the senior who 
got the scoring started for 
McClancy. He controlled a 
pass into the box and had 
it briefly knocked away 
by a defender. He regained 
control to the right of the 
net in time to drill a shot 
across the goal and into the 
far post in the 20th minute 

to give McClancy a 1-0 lead. 
Junior Roko Basic scored 
twice, once in each half, by 
heading in Paul Morales 
corner kicks.

“We bring him up 
from the back and he gets 
his head up there,” Sylves-
ter said. “It’s a nice weapon 
to have.”

Basic and senior Luiz 
Miranda led a solid Cru-
saders defense in stifling 
the Eagles’ (3–8–0) attack. 
They bottled up striker 
Will Halstead for most of 
the game. He finally broke 
free late in the second half 
on a defensive miscue.

“Wherever he was on 

the field we were basically 
watching his number just 
to make sure,” Basic said. 
“You always have to keep 
an eye on him. He got away 
from us once.”

McClancy (7-2-1) wasn’t 
about to let its season get 
away from them after the 
consecutive losses. The 
two wins kept them in first 
place in its division and 
one of the favorites to take 
home the city title.

“We are starting to get 
together and we are play-
ing well,” Basic said. “We 
have to continue like this 
if we want to make it to the 
championship game.”

win over the Stanners in 
the last seven years.

“She’s done this many 
times,” Terriers Coach 
John Jenkins said. “She’s 
a goal scorer. She turned 
with her back to the goal, 
gave us that one and that’s 
what changed the game.”

The momentum from 
the goal sparked SFP. Four 
minutes later Alyssa Ar-
gento beat Gianatiempo to 
her right for a goal to solidi-
fy the lead late in the game.

“When you score, all of 

a sudden you have momen-
tum,” Jenkins said. “They 
have all this adrenaline 
and they’re hyped to go 
and they’re not standing 
around.”

Momentum was the 
key for St. Francis Prep (5-
7-1) and it started building 
with a huge save by keeper 
Samantha Cobotic. With 
the Molloy offense bear-
ing down Cobotic leapt to 
knock a shot by Gina Gi-
raldi out of the air and over 
the cross bar to keep the 
game scoreless.

“Sam is incredible,” 
DeLeon said. “I can’t even 
describe how great she is. 

She is a ninja out there.”
Molloy Coach Fabian 

Chong called the save a 
turning point in the con-
test.

“If that one goes in 
then we have momentum, 
and that’s a huge thing in 
sports,” he said.

Chong was happy with 
the team’s effort, but knows 
some adjustments must be 
made moving forward.

“I want us to get a little 
bit crisper on some of our 
passes,” Chong said. “We 
have to get better at finish-
ing, but all in all I’m very, 
very proud of the way we 
played today.”

Royals
Continued from Page 64 

McClancy

Continued from Page 64 

Terriers
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Queens College honors athletes at Hall of Fame ceremony
BY MERLE EXIT

The Queens College 
Athletic Department high-
lighted the contributions of 
several prestigious female 
athletes, most of whom 
left their mark on the bas-
ketball courts, during the 
school’s Hall of Fame din-
ner.

With Darryl Jacobs, 
the  men’s basketball coach, 
emceeing the show, each 
honoree was presented 
with an award by a spokes-
man connected with their 
college sports career dur-
ing the event at the school 
Saturday. Eileen MacLel-
lan, Majorie Larney, and 
Althea Gwyn, as well as 
the 1972-73 women’s basket-
ball team coached by Lu-
cille Kyvallos, were among 
those honored.

Like a scene out of “A 
League of Their Own,” the 
dinner commenced with a 
cocktail hour, where for-

mer athletes met up with 
their former cohorts. The 
Hall of Fame dinner paid 
tribute to both male and fe-
male athletes and helped to 
raise funds for the Queens 
College’s Athletic Depart-
ment’s plan to feature Kvy-
allos’ name in the gym.

MacLellan, a 1983 
grad, was an all-around 
athlete, competing in bas-
ketball, swimming, volley-
ball and softball. She was 
captain of the Queens Col-
lege volleyball and softball 
teams, named the MVP of 
both sports, and ultimately 
earned the Silver Knight 
Award, given to the school’s 
top female athlete.  

Larney received guid-
ance and advice from a 
coach to learn the javelin, 
discus throw and shot put, 
and she later won the U.S. 
National Championship in 
these three events. Larney 
competed on the Olympic 
level and served as the 

youngest javelin thrower 
ever . She made the finals 
in the javelin in the Mel-
bourne Olympics. In the 
1955 and 1959 Pan-Ameri-
can Games, she won silver 
in the javelin and a bronze 
in the discus.

Gwyn played basket-
ball for Queens College 
from 1974-1978. 

“In 1974, I felt as if a 
meteor hit Queens Col-
lege,” Kyvallos said before 
introducing Gwyn. 

Under the leadership 

of Kyvallos, Gwyn and the 
Lady Knights were the first 
collegiate woman’s basket-
ball team to ever play in 
Madison Square Garden. 
She was also on the roster 
of several USA national 
teams, led the nation in re-
bounding and was selected 
as a Kodak All-American in 
1978. At the end of her colle-
giate career, she joined the 
Women’s Professional Bas-
ketball League as the No. 1 
draft pick of the New York 
Stars. 

The highlight of the 
evening was Donna Oren-
der’s presentation of the 
NCAA 40th Anniversary 
Award Team of Distinction 
to the 1972-73 Queens Col-
lege women’s Basketball 
team. 

“I am so honored to do 
this,” Orender said. “When 
a team melds, it stirs your 
inner soul and motivates 
you in ways you couldn’t 
fathom until it happens.” 

Orender, not only 
played under Kyvallos, but 
is the former President of 
the WNBA. 

“We all remember her 
booming voice, that exces-
sive whistle, and the short 
raps of a broomstick, but 
mostly the gift of getting 
many to believe in one. 
These 13 young women 
chose to play basketball 
when it was not the fashion 
for women to do,” Orender 
said of her former coach 
and teammates.

The squad was led on 
the court by  future Olym-
pian, Gail Marquis, and 
posted a 22-5 record with an 
average margin of victory 
of 19.9 points. The Knights 
advanced to the AIAW 
Championship and earned 
a No. 2 national ranking.

The roster included 
Marquis, Debbie Mason, 
Cathy Andruzzi, Mag-
gie Hilgenberg, Maryann 
Jecewiz, Shirley John-
son, Yvette Pierre, Judy 
Milewski, Barbara Ric-
cardi, Nance Rullo, Judy 
Spinal, Maureen Steurer, 
and Racheel Wells, most of 
whom attended the event 
Saturday. For all their ac-
complishments during that 
season, they were the first 
women’s team ever to be 
inducted into the New York 
City Hall of Fame.

James Muyskens, pres-
ident of Queens College, 
congratulated the honorees 
during his speech.

Donna Orender (l.), a former Queens College basketball player and 
former president of the WNBA, is joined by former women’s bas-
ketball Coach Lucille Kyvallos. Photo by Merle Exit

Fontbonne Hall Academy’s Delaina Allegretti (r.) defends the ball 
against Christ the King’s Paulina Ambrus. Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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but to replace the house 
would likely cost $180,000, 
and that figure would not 
include the foundation, Ju-
lie Blake said.

The Blakes are also 
waiting on a quote for the 
price of raising the house 
to prevent future flooding 
damage, which would re-
quire additional money.

Julie Blake said the 
family applied for a loan 
from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency, 
but the agency only offered 
them $55,000 and repaying 
the money would be an ad-
ditional financial burden.

For the past several 
months, the Blakes have 
been paying about $3,100 
for both their mortgage 
and rent for an apartment 
in the Rockaways. The 
family spent the first six 
months after the storm at 
an apartment in Glendale, 
and FEMA initially helped 
with two months’ rent.

She estimated the fam-
ily lost about $45,000 in 
furniture and appliances 
— they received $10,000 
for belongings from insur-
ance.

“The things that you 
lose that were most valu-
able — our wedding video 
— those things you can’t put 
prices on,” Julie Blake said, 
describing destroyed furni-
ture from her grandparents 
that she refurbished.

“The front room was 
the kids’ playroom and just 
everything had to go. What 
do you save when every-
thing is covered in oil?” she 
said.

Each time the Blake 
children — Hunter, 10, and 
Hannah, 6 — return to the 
house, they joyously dis-
cover a handful of toys and 
knickknacks that survived 
the storm.

“I’ve never heard a 
5-year-old say the word de-
stroy more,” Julie Blake 
said. “She’ll say, ‘Oh, I had 
that but Sandy destroyed 
it.’ ... It’s heartbreaking.”

Meanwhile, Hunter 
pines for playthings that 
were unsalvable.

Julie Blake, who works 
in human resources at a 
private sanitation compa-
ny, said her family’s histo-
ry in Broad Channel dated 

back four or five genera-
tions, and she has no plans 
to leave.

“When people ask us 
why we are still here, that’s 
a pretty compelling reason. 
Our whole life is here,” Ju-
lie Blake said. “Where else 
would we go?”

Superstorm Sandy 
wreaked havoc in much of 
the Broad Channel com-
munity, which is situated 
between Howard Beach 
and the Rockaways, with 
the storm surge as high as 
7 feet flooding homes and 
sending cars and boats ca-
reening through the neigh-
borhood like projectiles.

“It was a waiting 
game,” said Cross Bay Bou-
levard resident Mark Ott, 
who stayed in his house for 
the storm.

At about 10 p.m., a boat 
drifted over to his home, 
and rested on electrical 
wires outside  and Ott’s 
metal railing.

“We were worried 
about it coming into the 
house,” he said.

Ott jumped aboard, 
found the key in the ig-
nition, started the boat 
named “E-Z Goin” and ran 
it aground along the main 
thoroughfare through the 
Channel, where it stayed 
for several weeks after 
Sandy.

“We are pretty much 
forgotten,” said iron work-
er Ed Phillips, whose hous-
ing situation remained in 
limbo one year after Sandy.

“The city came in and 
condemned the house,” he 
said. “That doesn’t mean 
I get paid from my insur-
ance.”

Phillips, 38, said his 
neighbor’s oil tank spilled 
out underneath his East 
8th Road home and that res-
ident’s insurance company 
is offering to pay for demo-
lition and a foundation at 
Phillips’ property.

“Who is paying for four 
walls and a roof?” he asked, 
explaining that he found 
the crawl space under the 
house still filled with oil a 
week after the storm.

Like the Blake family, 
the Phillips are also paying 
both the mortgage and rent 
for an apartment in Broad 
Channel.

The family of three 
managed to ride out the 
aftermath of the storm in a 
mobile home on the proper-

ty for about a month before 
it became too difficult for 
their 4-year-old girl with-
out heat.

“I’m in a holding pat-
tern because of all of this,” 
he said.

Phillips applied for 
and was granted a $200,000 
SBA loan, with $14,000 
given out up front, but the 
condition was that the rest 
of the money had to be used 
within six months, and be-
cause of the delay dealing 
with his neighbor’s insur-
ance, Phillips had to stop 
the larger amount and now 
must pay back the initial 
funds in three years, he 
said.

“Now the tears are 
gone,” he said. “There is 
nothing to even cry about, 
and getting angry is just 
going to give me a heart at-
tack.”

For Keegan, who has 
spent the past few months 
at her brother-in-law’s 
home, the issue has been 
getting a hold of the insur-
ance payout from her bank 
to rebuild.

“When you took apart 
the walls in an old house, 
it was like opening a can of 
worms,” Keegan said. “We 
didn’t realize the extent.”

But recently, she was 
able to get construction 
permits to fix the home she 
shares with her 17-year-old 
daughter Meghan. Her hus-
band died of cancer nine 
years ago.

“I’m hoping to be back 
by Christmas,” Keegan 
said. “I will be happy if I 
can put up a Christmas 
tree.”

Keegan said she and 
many of her neighbors 
have been confused about 
specifications for homes to 
be raised above sea level, so 
that property owners can 
prevent increases in flood 
insurance premiums.

“It’s just so much un-
certainty,” she said.

So far, at least one 
Broad Channel homeowner 
is moving ahead with plac-
ing piles underneath a resi-
dence on Noel Road.

Neighbor Gregory 
Frank said the process be-
gan two to three months 
ago and in the end the 
house would be more than 
8 feet above the ground.

“I guess if it’s safe, it’s 
a good thing,” he said. 

insurance and disaster 
loans from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 
Holmstad said.

In January, Congress 
approved distributing 
about $60 billion in emer-
gency aid for victims of the 
storm. Those funds are now 
rolling in. For New York-
ers, they are divided into 
two tracks, Addabbo said. 
Individuals can apply to the 
New York City Build it Back 
program, which provides 
assistance to homeowners, 
renters and landlords with-
in the five boroughs who 
were affected by the storm.

The deadline to apply 
for that program is Oct. 31.

Another resource for 
funds is still nonprofits, 
many of which organized 
major fund-raising cam-
paigns in the wake of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

Over the summer state 
Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman released a 
report that questioned the 
way some nonprofits have 
distributed Sandy relief.

As of late spring — six 
months after the storm — 
more than 40 percent of 
funds raised for storm relief 
had still not been spent.

But according to those 
organizations, the funds 
they were holding were for 
long-term efforts, such as 
small business support or 

mold treatment.
The Red Cross was 

among the charities most 
widely criticized, but as of 
the end of September it had 
spent or committed $280 
million to Sandy relief, 
according to the organiza-
tion.

Federal funds will also 
be distributed to the state 
via large capital projects, 
Addabbo said.

Applicants who still 
have questions about re-
ceiving their funds should 
contact the FEMA helpline 
at 1-800-621-FEMA.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 9 
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FEMA

they were relying on insur-
ance, grants and donations 
to pay for repairs. Some 
members of Congress, in-
cluding U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and U.S. 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
N.Y.), have also been push-
ing legislation to allow the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to provide 
houses of worship aid for 
rebuilding, which it does 
not do currently due to sep-

aration of church and state 
concerns.

But although a bill 
passed the House of Repre-
sentatives in February and 
a sister bill was introduced 
in the Senate in July, the 
measure is stalled in com-
mittee and religious lead-
ers said they were not hold-
ing their breath for any 
possible forthcoming aid.

“Nobody helps,” said 
Minor, referring to the gov-
ernment. “We don’t hold 
out much hope.”

But despite the lack of 
FEMA aid, many houses of 

worship have been greatly 
helped by congregants who 
have rallied behind their 
churches and synagogues 
by providing donations or 
helping personally with 
cleanup and repair.

Rucando said that af-
ter the storm members of 
his Howard Beach church 
assured him that they 
would rebuild, a promise 
they made good on.

“In the end something 
greater came about,” he 
said. “A renewed sense of 
community, of faith.”

Continued from Page 9 

Churches

tween the ages of 15 and 29.
Their relief work last 

year started with helping 
one another as all grappled 
with not having electricity 
and then expanded when 
members reached out to 
Facebook connections to 
ask for donations of sup-
plies. The task force set up 
a distribution center in the 
community center of the 
Nordeck co-op development 
 where Taylor lives.

“From there we made 
door-to-door deliveries, 
and this all happened with-
in two days,” Taylor said, 
describing how members 
first canvassed the neigh-
borhood and then brought 
back care packages. “We 
were able to conserve a lot 

of the donations that we 
had by giving people what 
they needed.”

During the 2 1/2 weeks 
after the storm, task force 
members teamed up with 
dozens of volunteers to dis-
tribute supplies and check 
on senior citizens, some of 
whom lived on upper lev-
els of apartment complexes 
and were unable to go out-
side because there was no 
electricity to run the eleva-
tors.

“There was no way pos-
sible for them to get down 12 
to 18 flights of stairs to go 
get a care package,” he said. 
“When they opened up the 
doors, they were so grateful 
to see someone who wasn’t 
trying to rob them or con 
them for something.”

Once the relief drive 
ended, the Rockaway Youth 
Task Force held cleanups 
to remove debris from the 

storm and partnered with 
GrowNYC to create a sea-
sonal Saturday farmers 
market, at Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard and Beach 67th 
Street, which opened up 
shop July 13 and is slated to 
end Nov. 23.

Taylor said Sandy 
brought attention to the 
Rockaways and additional 
resources to the area. The 
group was able to pay for 
their new office, at 19-20 
Mott Ave. in Far Rock-
away, thanks to a private 
donation earlier this year, 
and in that new space he 
expects the task force to 
continue their work in the 
peninsula.

“That’s what people 
are supposed to do. When 
you have the ability to help 
others, it’s only right that 
you help others,” Taylor 
said.

Continued from Page 10 
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SOMETHING’S BREWING 
AT THE SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31ST 
3:306:30 PM 
CENTER GREEN

Calling all kids! 
Join us for a fangtastic Halloween event and experience music, 

giveaways and more, including a performance by Dr. Diabolical.  
Plus, bring a blanket or your favorite chair to the Center Green on Friday, November 1, at 6 PM  

for a special outdoor viewing of Hotel Transylvania. 

REGAL CINEMAS, NEW YORK SPORTS CLUB, CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN AND A COLLECTION OF YOUR FAVORITE STORES & RESTAURANTS
8000 Cooper Avenue, Glendale, NY

718-326-3300 | ShopAtlasPark.com 


