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WAVE OF A WAND

Rachael Bisangwa, 3 prepares for the Bellerose Halloween parade. See more photos on Page 30. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY BIANCA FORTIS

A year after Hurricane San-
dy struck New York City, mem-
bers of the Arverne community 
in the Rockaways say they have 
not received much help in the way 
of recovery.

“Most of the time when we 
are looking around and drive 
the streets, everything seems 
OK,” David Cockfield, pastor of 
Battalion Pentecostal Assembly 
Church, said Tuesday. “But ev-
erything is far from OK.”

Members of the church gath-
ered outside to issue a public call 
to action to keep fighting for their 
community, Cockfield said.

He said much of the damage 
caused by the storm has not been 
repaired.

“Every house — there is not 
one home here that was not de-
stroyed,” he said.

The affected areas run from 
the west end of Rockaway Beach 
Boulevard to Beach 59th Street.

Cockfield said because so 
many people still need help, com-
munity members want to let their 
voices be heard to the powers that 
be.

The pastor said Rockaways 
residents have become increas-
ingly frustrated by the lack of 
available services and resources 
as well as the difficulties dealing 
with their insurance companies, 
the city and the Federal Emergen-

BY PHIL CORSO

Eva Megerdichian has lived 
in her Whitestone home for 35 
years, but said that time would 
have been cut short had it not 
been for her “second family.”

Since signing on to North-
east Queens Senior Services ear-
lier this year, Megerdichian has 
enjoyed the company of neigh-
borhood volunteers who come 
into her home and offer her the 
companionship she needs with-
out having to move into assisted 

Continued on Page 66

Continued on Page 60

Visitors sought
to reach seniors
in NE Queens

Sandy victims decry lack of help
Arverne residents say city failed in delivering services and resources after storm

BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

The city is moving toward 
approving more so-called co-
locations, which involve putting 
smaller schools inside big poor 
performing schools.  The Panel 
for Education Policy was to vote 
on this school reform plan this 
week as Queens elected officials 
and parents held protests to keep 
Martin Van Buren and LIC High 
School intact.
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BY PHIL CORSO

A City Council hope-
ful from northeast Queens 
pledged a strong allegiance 
to his flag pin after a scuttle 
with the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board over whether 
or not he could be pictured 
wearing it.

Retired NYPD Capt. 
Joseph Concannon, the Re-
form Party candidate chal-
lenging incumbent 
Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), said the 
CFB barred him from 
sporting an American flag 
pin on his suit jacket for the 
board’s official voter guide.

“This is not a banana 
republic. This is the United 
States of America,” Con-
cannon said. “Every can-
didate should be wearing 
the American flag. This 
is a clear-cut case of pro-
moting anti-Americanism 
from a government agency 
charged with running free 
and fair democratic elec-
tions in New York City.”

He took to the air-
waves after learning of the 
CFB provision last week, 
which says candidates can-
not wear pins or buttons in 
photos used for voter guides 
or videos.

“I am mad as hell,” 
Concannon said on his Fa-
cebook page. “We live in 
America and should proud-
ly display our flag promi-
nently when ever possible.”

It was not Concannon’s 
only problem with the CFB 
either. Earlier this month, 
the retired cop was up in 

arms over the board not 
including his candidate bi-
ography on its website or in 
its printed election guide.

CFB spokesman Matt 
Sollars said the Bellerose 
native’s name was included 
on both the board’s website 
and print guide, but neither 
included a bio. Records 
showed Concannon regis-
tered with the CFB Sept. 9, 
Sollars said.

“These are 
reasonable dead-
lines that are nec-
essary for us to col-
lect and produce a 

voter guide that is printed 
and mailed to every reg-
istered voter in New York 
City,” Sollars said. “Every 
candidate is afforded the 
opportunity to submit a 
statement.”

Concannon contended 
that the CFB listed him as 
a certified candidate back 
in early August, when he 
announced he would be 
running for the northeast 
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BY PHIL CORSO

The community’s op-
position to the co-location 
of another school at Queens 
Village’s Martin Van Bu-
ren High could not be more 
clear as everyone readied 
themselves for Wednesday’s 
official vote on the plan.

Administrators, par-
ents, elected officials and 
students filed into the 
school’s auditorium last 
week for a meeting on the 
matter even though their 
opposition to the plan had 
been on display in the 
months prior. A total of 
41 speakers registered to 
speak at the city Education 
Department’s joint public 
hearing, offering their in-
put on a city plan to install 
a new early college and ca-
reer technical education 
school known as P-Tech to 
help students attain associ-
ate degrees.

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) was one of 

several elected officials to 
speak against the plan, in-
cluding City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows), saying it 
would undo the progress 
Van Buren has been work-
ing toward since hiring a 
new principal to turn the 
school’s reputation around.

“This proposed co-
location at Martin Van Bu-
ren will have devastating 
consequences for the entire 
school community, espe-
cially student and teach-
ers,” Avella said. “The 
new leadership I helped 
install at the school has fi-
nally begun to turn things 
around and, with the help 
of the community, Martin 
Van Buren was building to-
wards a promising future.”

Last year, the school 
brought in Principal Sam 
Sochet with hopes of getting 
Van Buren back on track af-
ter it experienced a steady 

decline in its progress re-
port grades. Sochet sat on 
the panel alongside parent 
members of the Communi-
ty Education Council, who 
unanimously opposed the 
proposal with fears that the 
city would use it as a means 
to slowly weed out the cur-
rent faculty and programs 
for new ones.

A small faction of resi-
dents — mostly civic lead-
ers — also sat in the audi-
ence waiting for their turn 
to speak, offering reasons 
why they saw the plan to 
be a good idea. Members of 
nine borough civic organi-
zations stood united in fa-
vor of the plan, arguing it 
would in fact complement 
the city’s efforts in restor-
ing Van Buren’s reputa-
tion.

If the co-location is 
achieved, the city would 
place another school within 
Van Buren that would part-
ner with Bayside’s Queens-
borough Community Col-

lege to offer opportunities 
for an associate degree at 
no cost.

A DOE spokesman 
said Van Buren has seen 
a roughly 40 percent drop 
in applicants since 2010, 
which acted as a catalyst 
for the agency to consider 
co-locating a school into 
the same building.

“Across the city, we’ve 
transformed the landscape 
with our new school options 
— and we’ve been national-
ly recognized by President 
Obama for our visionary 
offerings,” DOE spokesman 
Devon Puglia said. “We’re 
delivering an incredible 
new early college and ca-
reer technical education 
school for this community, 
one of only a handful from 
around the city. This will 
be a special new option that 
will deliver great outcomes 
for children, and we’re con-
fident it will be in very high 
demand.”

City Council hopeful Joe 
Concannon is challenging the 
city Campaign Finance Board 
for not allowing his flag pin 
into his candidate photo. 

Photo courtesy Concannon

District parents voice their opposition to a plan that would co-locate a school within Martin Van Buren at a hearing last week. 
Photo by Phil Corso

Concannon riled
by fl ag pin rule

 Parents support Van Buren  
Co-location debate dominates hearing at Queens Village High School

Continued on Page 66
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The century-old For-
est Park carousel in Forest 
Park continues to spin, but 
it now bears a new plaque 
signifying its special land-
mark status.

Civic leaders and resi-
dents of Queens gathered in 
Woodhaven at the carousel 
Monday to celebrate the 
decision by the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission to landmark the 
ride.

The special status 
means a property has his-
torical, cultural or aesthet-
ic value and is an important 
part of the city’s heritage. 
The designation also means 
the carousel is required to 
be kept in good condition 
and the commission must 
approve any alteration, re-
construction, demolition 
or new construction that 
could affect it.

After a years-long bat-

tle waged by the community 
to landmark the attraction, 
which nvolved two public 
hearings, the commission 
voted unanimously in June 
to landmark it.

The original carousel 

in Forest Park was burned 
in a fire in 1966. In 1973, 
it was replaced with the 
current merry-go-round, 
which had previously been 
in Massachusetts.

The new carousel, of-

ten referred to as the “Jewel 
of Forest Park,” was hand-
carved by famed artist and 
carousel maker D.C. Muller 
in 1903. It is one of only two 
intact D.C. Muller carou-
sels in existence.

In 2009, it was shut-
tered by its previous op-
erator, leading some in the 
community to believe they 
would lose the attraction 
altogether. But three years 
later, a new vendor, N.Y. 
Carousel Entertainment, 
took over and had the car-
ousel spinning again.

Maria Thomson and 
the Greater Woodhaven 
Development Corp. were 
credited with getting the 
carousel landmarked.

Thomson described a 
meeting she had 25 years 
ago with the political lead-
ers in the community.

“At that time we real-
ized the only way to pre-
serve and protect our car-
ousel would be to continue 
to try to get it landmarked,” 
she said. “Many stated that 
it would never happen. But 
we had faith. Today is the 
proof that that faith has 
been rewarded.”

City Comptroller John 

Liu said the landmarking 
is important for children 
and adults alike.

“That’s what land-
marking is all about,” he 
said. “It’s about our iden-
tity, it’s about our roots. It’s 
not just about nostalgia and 
the good old days. It’s about 
who we are.”

He said the carousel 
adds to the diversity of 
Queens’ identity.

David Galst, director 
of operations for N.Y. Car-
ousel, said more than 70,000 
people have taken on a spin 
on the carousel.

It was rated the coun-
try’s second-most magical 
carousel by Fox News, Galst 
said. It was also recognized 
as one of the 10 great carou-
sels by USA Today.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The Forest Park Carousel is now protected by landmark status.  Photo by Bianca Fortis

Forest Park Carousel spins its way onto Landmarks list
Elected offi cials, residents celebrate end of long fi ght to grant merry-go-round special designation

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

St. Agnes Academic High School
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Elected officials rep-
resenting a handful of 
Queens schools slammed 
the city during a meeting 
in Brooklyn Wednesday 
evening that may prove to 
be the Bloomberg admin-
istration’s last large-scale 
push to put its stamp on the 
borough’s schools.

“The days are short. I 
and many others were elect-
ed to the Council because I 
emphatically oppose co-
locations,” City Council-
man-elect I. Daneek Miller 
said during a meeting of 
the city Panel for Educa-
tional Policy at the Pros-
pect Heights High School 
campus, where hundreds 
showed up to protest May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
school-reform efforts. “And 
that is the position we will 
bring to City Hall.”

Nearly 300 people  — 
most of them grade school 
students — gathered inside 

and were deafeningly shout-
ing at the panel before the 

meeting began. The public 
comment period lasted well 

beyond two hours, packed 
with elected officials and 

concerned residents.
The panel, made up of 

a majority of mayoral ap-
pointees, has never voted 
against a proposal put for-
ward by the city Depart-
ment of Education.  It was 
expected to vote either late 
Wednesday night or early 
Thursday morning on an 
agenda of school reform 
plans, including nine co-
locations in Queens.

State Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood) spoke against a pro-
posal to co-locate a Career 
and Technical Education 
school within Long Island 
High School, adding that 
the current administration 
should be given a chance 
to move the school forward 
without city interference. 
Nolan said her district was 
not opposed to the idea that 
a CTE program could bet-
ter the school, but argued 
it should be installed as a 
program under the current 
leadership.

One woman spoke 
against a plan to co-locate a 

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of students 
and parents packed the 
auditorium of Long Island 
City High School last week 
to protest a plan proposed 
by the city Department of 
Education to co-locate a 
new career and technical 
education school inside the 
building next year.

Elected officials, in-
cluding state Sen. Mike 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) and 
state Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria), 
spoke to those assembled.

Gianaris, a graduate 
of the high school, was per-
haps the most vocal, saying 
“the DOE didn’t succeed in 
closing the school down last 
year, so it seems personal 

that they want to slowly eat 
away at it from the inside.”

The DOE maintains 
that LIC High School has 
struggled to improve the 
educational outcomes of 
students, reflected in the 
grade of  C on its last three 
progress reports. The po-
litical leaders believe the 
school has made strides re-
cently under a new admin-
istration.

“It is now a proud 
school on the rise,” de-
clared Simotas. “Putting 
this impressive progress at 
risk by co-locating another 
school in the same building 
is unacceptable and unfair 
to current and future stu-
dents.”

DOE spokesman Har-
ry Hartfield defended the 

proposal.
“Across the city, we’ve 

transformed the landscape 
with our new school options 
and we’ve been nationally 
recognized by President 
Obama for our visionary 
offerings, he said. “We’re 
delivering an incredible 
new career and technical 
education for this commu-
nity. This will be a new op-
tion that will deliver great 
outcomes for children and 
we’re confident it will be in 
very high demand.”

Gianaris is all for the 
new school, saying “put-
ting tech programs in west-
ern Queens is a great idea. 
Let’s make it happen in 
a way that helps our cur-
rent students instead of 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Students who attend 

the small high schools 
opened by the Bloomberg 
administration — such 
as the East-West School 
of International Studies 
in Flushing and the High 
School of Applied Com-
munication at LaGuardia 
Community College — are 
more likely to make it 
through the first year of 
college than their peers at 
larger high schools, a new 
study shows.

Researchers from the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and Duke 
University released a first-
of-its-kind study last week 
taking a look at 150 schools, 
including 15 in Queens, the 

city opened between 2002 
and 2008.

Preference for a seat at 

Members of the East-West School of International Studies commu-
nity celebrate a civil rights event earlier this year. A study shows 
alumni of similar small schools are performing well in college.

Brooklyn student Skylah Rodriguez testifies against co-location earlier this year.

City’s small high schools help 
pupils early in college: Study

Pols, parents, students assemble 
to oppose LIC school co-location

Queens pols blast mayor’s school reform
Electeds oppose co-location plans for nine sites in borough during heated meeting in Brooklyn

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60 Continued on Page 66
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The two candidates 
who are running to repre-
sent many of the neighbor-
hoods battered last year by 
Hurricane Sandy have dif-
ferent perceptions of the re-
covery process during the 
last year.

While Democrat Lew 
Simon said recovery is 
moving “at a snail’s pace,” 
the incumbent in the race, 
City Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), re-
mains more optimistic.

The winner will repre-
sent District 32, which in-
cludes Belle Harbor, Breezy 
Point, Broad Channel, 
Hamilton Beach, Howard 
Beach, Lindenwood, Nep-
onsit, Ozone Park, Rock-
away Beach, Rockaway 
Park, South Ozone Park, 
South Richmond Hill and 
Woodhaven.

Simon, a native of 
Rockaway Park and former 
private school teacher, de-
scribed a lack of communi-
cation between individual 
agencies that has further 
slowed the recovery pro-
cess.

“I want to be the Hen-
ry Kissinger and bring the 
peace and bring everyone 
into one room,” he said.

He said the city is not 
prepared to handle another 
storm. Sandy victims con-
tinue to suffer from respi-
ratory infections — known 
as the “Rockaway cough” 
— that developed after the 
storm, according to Simon. 
There are important flood 
mitigations, including 
flood gates and sea walls, 
Simon said.

Ulrich, however, said 
he believes the city is better 
prepared than ever for the 
next natural disaster.

“My constituents have 
made a remarkable amount 
of recovery and in one year 
we have seen so many busi-
nesses reopened and homes 
started to be rebuilt,” he 
said. “I feel very optimis-
tic about the future of the 
neighborhoods I represent. 
My constituents are 
resilient.”

The councilman 
acknowledged that 
there were ways in 
which city agencies could 
have handled recovery bet-
ter, but said otherwise the 
city had a strong response.

“No one expected a 
storm of biblical propor-
tions to hit such a densely 
populated area,” Ulrich 
said. “That doesn’t mean 
there isn’t more work to 
be done — there is an in-
credible amount of work 
to do. And I want to be at 
the helm, helping get the 
resources and services 
through to the city until it 
is fully restored.”

Simon said his other 
priorities are keeping 
Queens hospitals open, in-
creasing transportation 
options in the district, in-
cluding making the Rock-
away ferry permanent, and 
passing legislation against 
the illegal conversion of 
houses.

Simon said he would 
emphasize personal re-
lationships should he be 
elected.

“When somebody calls 
me, I respond personally,” 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
There was no reason 

for Queens Public Televi-
sion to flip-flop on plans to 
air its borough president 
debate because the station 
was not required to invite 
third-party candidate Ever-
ly Brown in the first place, 
according to the Federal 
Communications Commis-

sion.
QPTV origi-

nally said it would 
not show the debate 
it produced Oct. 10 

between Republican Tony 
Arcabascio and Democrat 
Melinda Katz because of 
a technical issue that oc-
curred during the taping, 
later clarifying that the de-
cision was made over con-
cerns of providing equal 
access to Brown, who is 
running on the Jobs & Edu-
cation line.

After Arcabascio ac-
cused the station of shelv-
ing the debate for political 
reasons, however, QPTV 
backtracked and said it had 
done its due diligence by 
extending an invitation to 
Brown and announced the 

program would be cable-
cast in its entirety.

“One candidate for 
the office of Queens Bor-
ough President, Mr. Everly 
Brown, was invited to take 
part in the debate but failed 
to participate, thereby for-
feiting his equal access or 
‘equal time’ to our channel,” 
Clifford Jacobs, QPTV’s 
programming and access 
services manager, said in a 
statement. “Once invited, it 
is incumbent upon the can-
didate to appear.”

When it comes to sell-
ing advertising slots or 
hosting debates, TV sta-
tions are required by the 
Federal Communications 

Act to provide equal oppor-
tunities to political candi-
dates. But a spokesman for 
the FCC said the rules are 
clear that a debate need 
only have two participants 
and that the burden rests 
on the shoulders of a third-
party candidate to prove he 
or she has a viable shot at 
office.

The spokesman said 
the FCC has not received 
any complaints from can-
didates who felt they were 
unfairly discriminated 
against in nearly 40 years.

Brown said he is furi-
ous QPTV decided to air 
the contest and insists he 
was never invited.

“That’s not right. 
That’s wrong. There are 
still three candidates,” he 
said. “They need to show 
proof they invited me.”

When asked twice if 
the station could prove it 
had sent an invitation, Ja-
cobs referred to a Queens 
Chronicle article in which 
Brown reportedly said 
he had been invited but 
missed the debate because 
of a change in the taping 
schedule.

Brown told TimesLedg-
er Newspapers he never 
made such a statement.

Arcabascio said he 
thought he outperformed 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

One mayoral hopeful 
made his case to voters at a 
popular Maspeth hangout 
Friday.

Joe Lhota, the Repub-
lican candidate in the race, 
stopped by O’Neill’s, a res-
taurant and bar at 64-21 
53rd Drive, which reopened 
just last month, more than 
two years after a five-alarm 
grease fire leveled the orig-
inal structure.

Lhota is running 
against Bill de Blasio, the 
Democratic candidate who 
currently serves as the city 
public advocate.

Running far behind 
in the polls, Lhota met and 
took photos with patrons in 

the packed bar, then spent a 
few minutes addressing the 
crowd that had gathered.

“I want to be the may-
or who continues to let the 
city grow,” he told them. “I 
want it to be a great place to 

live, a great place to work, 
a great place to have a lot 
of fun, most importantly a 
place where we want to and 
can continue to raise our 
families.”

Lhota, who hails from 

the Bronx, served as the 
city’s finance commission-
er and was later appointed 
the deputy mayor for opera-
tions under former Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani.

He then worked as 
chairman of the city Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority from October 2011 
until December 2012.

“I used to hang out in 
places like this,” he said 
about O’Neill’s. “I know 
how important it is and 
always will remember the 
middle class.”

Lhota also took a mo-
ment to publicly endorse 
Republican Craig Caruana, 
who is running for the 30th 
City Council seat, which 

Republican mayoral candidate Joe Lhota speaks to voters at 
O’Neill’s in Maspeth. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Borough president candidates Tony Arcabascio (l.-r.), Everly Brown and Melinda Katz are embroiled in 
a brouhaha over a debate taped by Queens Public Television.

Lew Simon, of Rockaway Park, (l.) and Eric Ulrich, of Ozone Park, 
are both vying for the 32nd Council District seat.

Lhota visits with voters at O’Neill’s

QPTV airs beep debate
FCC says station was not required to invite third party candidate

Ulrich, Simon differ 
over Sandy recovery

Continued on Page 66

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 9
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

The groundbreaking 
for a storm-resistant home 
in the Rockaways got a 
boost from a former First 
Daughter over the week-
end.

Chelsea Clinton helped 
hammer in a ceremonial 
nail at a hurricane-ravaged 
Beach 46th Street home, 
which is owned by the Ly-
ons family and slated to be 
rebuilt with the winning 
design from the St. Bernard 
Project’s competition to en-
vision the best residence to 
weather future storms.

Designed by Sus-
tainable.TO Architec-
ture + Building, the new 
1,590-square-foot house is 
expected to be finished in 
July, a timeline that cannot 
come soon enough for hom-
eowner Lintia Lyons.

“They go to work, they 
put the kids to sleep with 

this big issue in the back of 
their head and that’s when 
am I going to get home?” 
said Zack Rosenburg, 
founder and CEO of the 
New Orleans-based St. Ber-
nard Project. “I’m happy to 
say that because of these 
partners we’re going to get 
the Lyons home.”

The family of six has 
been renting a two-bed-
room apartment several 
blocks away for the past 
few months. At their house, 
12-year-old twins Caleb and 
Chara each had their own 
room.

“I think the kids miss 
their backyard, a warm 
room, the freedom of being 
home,” said the family’s pa-
triarch Felix Lyons.

“It’s a moment of hap-
piness and sadness. It’s 
mixed emotions,” he said.

The night of the storm, 
the family heeded the man-
datory evacuation for the 

Rockaways and headed to 
Brooklyn. They came back 
to the peninsula the follow-
ing day.

“Everything was 
toppled over, drenched in 
water,” Lintia Lyons said, 
explaining that only items 
stored in the attic survived 
Hurricane Sandy.

In the month following 

the storm, the family also 
had to deal with making 
sure the twins got to school 
from their hotel near John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport — one attends 
Scholars Academy, which 
was temporarily relocated 
to Brooklyn, and the other 
goes to Goldie Maple Acad-
emy in Far Rockaway.

“We were leaving 
home at 5 in the morning,” 
she said.

Lintia Lyons heard 
about the home rebuilding 
program, which is being 
done by the St. Bernard 
Project and partners that 
work with the Clinton Glob-
al Initiative, through the 
Friends of Rockaway orga-
nization and never thought 
the family would be cho-
sen when she filled out the 
forms several months ago. 
The family used 
money they re-
ceived from their 
insurance com-
pany to pay for 
part of the rebuilding, and 
the rest was donated.

She described the de-
sign as “awesome.”

The Lyons’ new home 
will be elevated and fea-
ture a flood-resistant foun-
dation, according to the 
plans. In addition, a metal 

roof and siding will be used 
to reduce maintenance 
and increase the home’s 
lifespan, the plans said.

The St. Bernard Proj-
ect partnered with Ar-
chitecture for Humanity, 
Make it Right, The Ameri-
can Institute of Architects 
and sponsor Dow Building 
Solutions to seek out afford-
able, detached, single-fami-
ly residential designs to be 
used to build houses in New 
Orleans; Joplin, Mo.; and 

New York as the 
areas recover 
from destructive 
storms.

Before the 
groundbreaking, Clinton 
took part in the Clinton 
Foundation’s “Day of Ac-
tion” at the same Beach 
29th Street playground in 
Far Rockaway that her fa-
ther, former President Bill 
Clinton, visited earlier this 
year.

Chelsea Clinton (c.) joins members of the Lyons family (l.-r.) Chara, 
Lintia, baby Charis, Joshua and Caleb for the groundbreaking. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Chelsea Clinton attends Rockaway Sandy rebuilding
Former First Daughter hammers fi rst nail in home to be revamped in winning contest design

 

Annual Business-to-Business 
Luncheon and Trade Show 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 
Terrace on the Park ·  52-11 111th Street ·  Flushing Meadows Corona Park, NY 11368 

Trade Show 
9 AM – 2 PM 

 

130 
Businesses and Organizations Exhibiting 

 

3,500 
Attendees Networking 

Luncheon 
12:30 – 2 PM 

 

Robert W. Walsh, Commissioner, NYC DSBS 
Keynote Speaker 

 

Gayle Baron, Former President, LICP 
William D. Modell Community Service Award Recipient 

Platinum Sponsor: JetBlue 
Gold Sponsors: TD Bank, Tishman Speyer 

Silver Sponsors: Citibank, Con Edison, Plaxall, Rockrose Development Corporation, Silvercup Studios 
Bronze Sponsors: Astoria Federal Savings, FJC Security Services, Inc., Kaufman Astoria Studios, 

Sholom & Zuckerbrot Realty LLC, RCN, Rosenwach Tank Company 

 

To purchase an exhibit table or luncheon ticket, visit www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 x21 
There is no cost to walk through the Trade Show 

Times Ledger is proud to be a Media Sponsor of 
TimesLedger Newspapers is proud to be a Media Sponsor of

th 

Bronze Sponsors: Astoria Federal Savings, Chase, FJC Security Services, Inc., Kaufman Astoria Studios, 

One Year Later
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Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Where Life Continues
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FLUSHING — The Police Department was asking for the public’s help in finding 
three suspects wanted in an assault within the 109th Precinct, cops said.

Surveillance footage captured the three suspects approaching a 25-year-old vic-
tim on Fowler Avenue and stabbing him in the back and arm around 4:50 a.m. Oct. 14, 
the NYPD said.

Police said the victim was treated and released from an area hospital.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

COLLEGE POINT — Police were 
reaching out to the public with hopes of 
finding information on a suspect wanted 
in a reported robbery within the 109th 
Precinct.

A male suspect entered the Game Stop 
store, at 132-23 14th Ave., around 9:55 a.m. 
Oct. 23 and demanded money after display-
ing a firearm, the NYPD said. The store 
clerk complied and the suspect fled with 
an unknown amount of cash, cops said.

Police said no injuries were reported 
at the incident.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

 Suspects sought in Flushing stabbing: NYPD

Surveillance footage shows suspects wanted in connection with a stabbing in Flushing. 
Images courtesy NYPD

Footage shows the robbery suspect po-
lice are searching for in College Point. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Police on lookout for College Point robber

QUEENS — A Brooklyn man has 
been charged with breaking into 11 
homes in Queens and stealing thousands 
of dollars worth of jewelry, cameras, 
computer equipment, sports memorabil-
ia and ammunition, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown.

Mario Girau, 28, was charged with 
criminal possession of stolen property 
and criminal possession of a weapon, ac-

cording to the district attorney’s office.
One break-in occurred in September 

2011 and the rest in September 2013.
Girau allegedly targeted homes in 

South Ozone Park, Ozone Park, Forest 
Hills, Howard Beach and Ridgewood, the 
DA said. 

If he is convicted, he faces up to 150 
years in prison.

Brooklynite stole from boro homes: Brown

OZONE PARK — An off-duty bus driver was arrested Saturday at about 10:33 
p.m., police said.

Edward Sanders, 49, who drives a bus for the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority was charged with driving while intoxicated, operating a motor vehicle without 
insurance and leaving the scene of an accident, according to police.

His blood alcohol level was .08 percent, police said.

Off-duty bus driver drove drunk: Police
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BIANCA FORTIS

On Nov. 5, New York-
ers will have several oppor-
tunities to amend the state 
Constitution when they 
vote on six proposed ballot 
measures.

Among the most con-
troversial is a measure that 
asks voters to “allow the 
Legislature to authorize 
and regulate up to seven 
casinos for the legislated 
purposes of promoting job 
growth, increasing aid to 
schools and permitting lo-
cal governments to lower 
property taxes through 
revenues generated.”

If passed, the measure, 
which has produced sub-
stantial lobbying and po-
litical contributions from 
the gambling industry, 
would allow the develop-
ment of seven full-scale ca-
sinos throughout New York 
state.

Opponents say the 
wording of the measure is 
misleading and biased and 
fails to note the negative 
impacts of gambling, in-
cluding addiction as well as 
increased crime.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 

believes the amendment 
could down the road be a 
potential boost to the Re-
sorts World New York City 
casino in Ozone Park by al-
lowing it to expand into a 
full gaming site. The casino 
currently offers only video 
lottery terminals.

While most New York 
City voters would not be 
interested in visit-
ing a casino, they 
do support the bal-
lot measures, ac-
cording to a New 
York Times/Siena 
College Poll.An-
other controversial mea-
sure, which will be listed 
last on the ballot, is the 
proposal to increase the 
age until which some state 
judges can serve. Under 
current law, the retirement 
age for a Supreme Court 
justice is 70. Justices are 
eligible to apply for three 
two-year terms after they 
have reached the age limit. 
The amendment, if passed, 
would make justices eligi-
ble for five two-year terms 
so that they may serve until 
they are 80 rather than 76 
under current law.

The amendment would 

BY BILL PARRY

Four of the five candi-
dates for the 22nd Council 
District seat squared off in 
their last debate Monday, 
just a week before Election 
Day, but the event at the 
Variety Boys & Girls Club 

in Astoria failed to 
draw more than 20 
constituents.

Sparks flew 
early on when 
Populist candi-

date Jerry Kann 
accused the Democrat and 
presumed front-runner 
Costa Constantinides of 
taking campaign money 
from an independent ex-
penditure committee 
linked to developers.“Go to 
the website Jobs New York 
and you’ll see his picture 
there,” Kahn said. “How 
much are they donating to 
your campaign?”

Constantinides re-
plied, “I don’t know the 
answer, it’s an independent 
expenditure, it’s part of the 
new political landscape in 
the post-Citizens United 
world. I have over 600 do-
nors to my campaign and 
I don’t know the amounts 
they’re donating either.”

Constantinides moved 
quickly on to the state of 
Astoria schools, saying 
“we’ve got to get kids out 
of those trailers. Half of 
all the city’s trailers are 
in Queens. It was supposed 
to be for five years and it’s 

now 16 years later.”
Republican candidate 

Daniel Peterson agreed. 
“We’ve got over 100 city 

agencies, it’s such a waste,” 
he said. “The money should 
go to schools — enough 
spending on bureaucrats 
and more money for capital 
funding.”

Kann added, “If you 
can find land for apartment 
buildings, you can find 
land for schools.”

Green Party can-
didate Lynn Serpe said 
flatly “mayoral control of 
our schools simply didn’t 
work.”

Conservative Danielle 
De Stefano could not attend 
the forum because of a pri-
or commitment.

The four candidates 
who were present were all 
on the same page on one 
topic: community boards.

Serpe said “our board 
is full of well-intentioned 
people, but they’ve been 
around too long and they 
don’t reflect the diversity of 
our neighborhood.”

C o n s t a n t i n i d e s 
agreed, adding “as the com-
munity changes, the com-
munity board does not.  I’ll 
be evaluating the board and 
review their decisions.”

Kann called for the 
system’s abolition, saying 
“just get rid of them. Let’s 
replace them with small 
community councils with 
elected positions, that way 
everyone’s accountable.”

Peterson softened the 
criticism a bit.

 “It’s a volunteer job 
and I don’t think you should 
put term limits on com-
munity service,” he said. 
“Perhaps a rotation system 
would work.”

The candidates are vy-
ing to replace Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria), who was term-limited 
after 12 years and recently 
lost the Democratic prima-
ry for borough president.

The winner of this 
race will be the first Coun-
cil member from District 22 
not named Peter Vallone in 
nearly 40 years. The father-
and-son team have held the 
office since 1974.

Candidates for the 22nd Council District, Jerry Kann (from the left), Daniel Peterson, Lynne Serpe and 
Costa Constantinides. Photo by Bill Parry

The Resorts World Casino, in Ozone Park, currently has only video 
lottery terminals.

Hopefuls clash in Astoria
Council candidates debate campaign donations, crowded schools

Casinos, judges’ age
will appear on ballot

Continued on Page 66

encompasses Glendale, 
Maspeth, Middle Village, 
Richmond Hill, Ridgewood, 
parts of Woodside and 
Woodhaven. Caruana’s op-
ponent is Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village).

When asked what he 

believes is the most signifi-
cant issue facing Queens, 
Lhota said he could not 
choose just one problem, 
but he did list public edu-
cation, exorbitant property 
taxes, rising water bills 
and a need for more jobs in 
the city.

He also said he would 
like to see the crime rate 
decrease further.

Lhota said he is the 

only mayoral candidate 
with the necessary experi-
ence to do the job.

“I know what it means 
to run large and complex or-
ganizations,” he said, refer-
ring to his time as the MTA 
chairman and as a deputy 
mayor. “My opponent has 
no experience whatsoever. 
Many of his policies — well, 
the lack of policies, actually 
— scare me.”

Before becoming 
public advocate, de Blasio 
served as a Brooklyn coun-
cilman.

The general election 
will take place Nov. 5.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5 

Lhota

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A group of hurricane 
victims commemorated 
the one-year anniversary 
of Superstorm Sandy by 
walking with clergy from 
Far Rockaway to City Hall 
to demand that 
the next mayor 
speed up recov-
ery and create 
jobs as well as 
affordable housing in the 
hard-hit Rockaways.

“We are still a commu-
nity trying to get back on 
our feet and trying to even 
get better than before,” said 
teacher Shawn Adams, who 
participated in the 21-mile, 
two-day march.

The “Sandy Sojourn” 
started at First Church 
of God in Far Rockaway 
Saturday morning, con-
cluded that day’s walk at 
St. Helen’s Church in How-
ard Beach in time for 5 p.m. 
mass and continued the fol-

lowing day toward Lower 
Manhattan.

About 30 people walked 
with the group over the 
Brooklyn Bridge and the 
brigade joined in a Sandy 
remembrance rally Sunday 
with about 550 people at 

City Hall, organiz-
ers said.

Faith in New 
York, in partner-
ship with the Alli-

ance for a Just Rebuilding, 
which organized the event, 
said many Rockaway resi-
dents are still dealing with 
the impact of the storm one 
year later.

Marcia Forbes Ben-
nett, who works as a legal 
secretary, has been living 
with her husband and two 
children ages 17 and 23 on 
the second-floor of their 
home, which is equipped 
with a bathroom but not a 
kitchen, as they continue to 
rebuild the destroyed first 
floor.

“We have to eat out a 
lot,” she said.

She said the family 
spent several months in a 
hotel in Manhattan and re-
turned to the Rockaways in 
August.

“We don’t want people 
to forget that there are peo-

ple who are still hurting,” 
she said.

Adams moved back 
into her house about three 
to six months before it was 
ready for her and her three 
children. She said she had 
to borrow $13,000 to repair 
a crawl space that was not 

covered by her insurance.
On Saturday, Adams 

said her home on Beach 
63rd Street still needs re-
pairs to the roof.

“If there is rain, the 
water falls on the house,” 
she said.

Adams said she wished 
there were programs for 
her 17-year-old daughter to 
prepare her for the work-
force, help her secure an 
internship or organize vol-
unteer opportunities.

“I’m walking for my 
kids, but I’m also walking 
for all of the youth in Far 
Rockaway,” Adams said.

Even things that New 
York City residents often 
take for granted like cab 
service have become more 
difficult to find after Sandy, 
she said.

“Most of the vehicles 
were damaged in the 
storm,” Adams said.

Daniel Green, a com-
munity organizer with 

Faith in New York, joined 
participants, who carried 
signs and sang religious 
songs, before forming a 
prayer circle in front of St. 
Helen’s Church.

“The Rockaways have 
been forgotten for some 
time,” he said. “It’s a tale of 
two cities within New York 
City in general.”

Joseph McKellar, ex-
ecutive director of Faith 
in New York, an interfaith, 
multicultural federation 
comprised of more than 53 
congregations, said Alli-
ance for a Just Rebuilding 
has been advocating for 
equitable recovery spend-
ing that addresses issues 
which existed in storm-rav-
aged communities before 
the storm like the need for 
affordable housing and job 
training programs.

“It’s not just about 
Manhattan or one borough, 
but it’s about all of the bor-
oughs,” he said.

Shawn Adams (front) holds a sign as she marches through Howard 
Beach. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens Sandy victims march on City Hall over aid
Far Rockaway church leads demonstration to push next mayor for jobs and home rebuilding
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Saturday, November 9 at 1 pm  
• Learn about our Degree Programs

• Speak with Career Services about Professional Internships

• Discuss Scholarship Opportunities with Financial Aid Representatives

• Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios

• Meet our Award-Winning Faculty

Five Towns College

Open House

One Year Later
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OTHER VOICES

Protest FAA plan over airplane noise

T
he only way the citi-
zens of northeast 
Queens are going to 
get results from the 

industry-slanted Federal 
Aviation Administration is 
to start protesting immedi-
ately in front of their offic-
es, government buildings 
and airline ticket offices.

As co-founder of Sane 
Aviation for Everyone, 
we demonstrated on site 
against the US Open diver-
sion when it was first pro-
posed, fearing then that it 
would expand to what is 

going on now: the hazard-
ous Tnnis climb. We also 
pressured out the noisiest 
jet ever created, Boeing’s 
727, then called the Whis-
per Jet.

Those dangerous air-
planes should only be tak-
ing off from LaGuardia 
Airport’s safer Whitestone 
climb over Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park for an 
extra margin of safety, not 
over the densely populated 
bedroom communities of 
northeast Queens.

Brian Williams’ report 

on “NBC Nightly News” 
Oct. 18 that O’Hare Airport 
in Chicago just opened a 
new runway that will al-
low a jet to take off every 
15 seconds, thus creating a 
“jet noise continuum.” This 
is what we now have in 
Queens during rush hour 
take-offs.

That’s what the folks 
at the FAA have in store for 
Queens.

Instead of listening to 
their promises, northeast 
Queens residents and busi-
nesses must start making 

some noise of their own im-
mediately.

Organize legal rallies, 
protests and boycotts to 
put the spotlight on those 
responsible for this risky 
business activity. (We all 
saw what a fully fueled jet 
could do Sept. 11, 2001.)

Your health and real 
estate wealth is at stake.

Joe Fabio
Flushing

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY
Forget the odds. The pollsters tell us Bill de Blasio, 

the Democrats’ candidate of choice, is poised to trounce 
the GOP’s Joe Lhota by a commanding margin in next 
week’s mayoral race.

But that is no reason not to vote.
There are other important contests that have an im-

pact on voters closer to home. The election for borough 
president is one as well as the races for City Council seats 
throughout the borough. The borough president helps 
fund capital projects, such as the renovation of the Queens 
Museum of Art, and Council members parcel out money 
for community nonprofits.

On Election Day, a lot is at stake at the polls.

RESPECT CONDUCTORS
It’s time Long Island Rail Road conductors got some 

respect. These men and women, who greet riders and click 
their punches as they move down the aisles, are ambas-
sadors from the MTA. They make the daily grind along 
bumpy tracks in crowded cars a bit more tolerable for com-
muters from the outerboroughs and beyond.

Dealing with Joe Public, particularly the one holding 
forth on his cellphone about the business deal of the cen-
tury or the Mets fan who tanks up for a victory before the 
game, is not easy. Nor is it a piece of cake to communicate 
with travelers who are on the wrong train on the wrong 
line at the wrong time and don’t speak English.

The challenge becomes greater when air conditioning 
breaks down, lights don’t work, signals stop working and 
trains are late. Who’s to blame? The person in the blue suit 
who becomes the living incarnation of the LIRR/MTA. 
There must be a chapter in the conductors’ training man-
ual for maintaining cool despite the worst-case scenario. 
Most have learned the lesson well.

It may not be protocol, but some have been known 
to open the doors again as the train is prepared to leave 
the station to let a desperate straggler into the car. Others 
have escorted female passengers riding in empty cars late 
at night into cars where there are other riders.

Of course, there are conductors who avoid eye contact 
in the morning and look impatient when they have to make 
change for tickets bought onboard. Not all LIRR workers 
are model employees, but for the most part the people pa-
trolling the aisles are humane even after hours of toiling 
on the country’s largest commuter railroad.

These conductors deserve a shoutout.
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Do not be quick to blame Van Buren for failures
I

n response to a column 
written by Bob Friedrich 
in TimesLedger News-
papers Oct. 4-10: “There 

may be light at the end of the 
tunnel for the nightmare 
faced by families zoned for 
Martin Van Buren High 
School in Queens Village. 
MVB evokes wonderful 
memories for its alumni, 
but while its former reputa-
tion as a community school 
with high graduation rates 
is well-known, it has since 
fallen on hard times and by 
any objective measure of 
success is a failed school.”

In response to 
Friedrich’s one-sided rant, 
the question arises as to 
who made this tunnel that 
Friedrich first sees a light? 
In fact, the Obama adminis-
tration, which I favor, made 
a 20 percent reduction in 
funding toward career and 
technical education and an 
11 percent increase in edu-
cation funding. One size 
does not fit all.

Vocational programs 
are an essential part of 
reaching those students 
who are at risk of being left 
behind. Those students who 
find high school too dif-
ficult often end up taking 
low-skill, minimum-wage 
jobs with a dismal and un-

fulfilled future. During 
difficult economic times, 
these jobs are the first to be 
cut because they are con-
sidered non-essential. The 
mayor and governor did not 
increase funding for these 
programs for our students 
or any others. They de-
creased the budget so much 
that buying pencils, enough 
to supply the schools, was a 
major feat.

And please let us not 
forget the directive from 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion to have “consultants” 
come into the schools and 
help improve the teaching 
methods of teachers.

One such consultant 
is gone, we cannot find 
her and, not only did she 
not help, but she hurt our 
school with a lower overall 
grade because she knew 
nothing about our students 
and their needs. Her advice 
was to be followed to the let-
ter, as per the Bloomberg 
administration and city 
schools chancellor, in 
transforming our school 
and giving us the programs 
we needed for our students.

Where were you when 
this administration pushed 
in low-achieving, at-risk 
students to our school with 
no regard for programs 

inside our school or after-
school? Granted, our stu-
dents come from across the 
city, but did you contact the 
mayor and city Department 
of Education then when we 
were overcrowded, under-
staffed and under-budget-
ed?

I do not remember 
hearing anything from you 
when English as a Second 
Language and learning dis-
abled students were forced 
to take Regents exams and 
pass them or not be able to 
graduate even though they 
passed their classes. Again, 
one size does not fit all.

As Chaz, on the blog 
“Chaz’s School Daze,” 
wrote Jan. 30, 2010, “The 
Bloomberg/Klein strategy 
of closing down the large 
public high as the PEP ap-
proved closing down a re-
cord 19 schools in one week, 
despite thousands of par-
ents, students and teachers 
who protested and spoke 
against their closings.”

The destructive poli-
cies of the DOE have led to 
the downfall of the once-
renowned Jamaica, Rich-
mond Hill, John Adams, 
etc., high schools. Where 
were you when we were 
protesting and fighting 
with the help of the United 

Federation of Teachers to 
keep these schools open? 
Now you want to give the 
OK to do this to Martin Van 
Buren HS?

You mention Bobby 
Sher, president of the Bell 
Park Manor Co-ops, had 
to install 100 cameras to 
protect its residents from 
fights, trespassing and van-
dalism. All worthwhile co-
op facilities have cameras 
for such reasons, especially 
in the garage area of the 
property. Not to mention 
Bell Park Manor is on a 
major highway where any-
one can do damage and/or 
harm.

What makes you think 
the problem for this com-
munity is only and/or 
mainly our high school? 
You also mentioned at the 
SLT meeting held at Mar-
tin Van Buren HS the loss 
of property value in your 
community. I have a friend 
who purchased property 
15 years ago in your com-
munity. The purchase was 
a one-bedroom co-op for 
$40,000. According to real 
estate notices for your com-
munity the property value 
for a one-bedroom co-op is 
$174,000.

You also failed to in-
form us that you had a 

forum that would permit 
publishing of your narrow 
views of information pro-
jected at the SLT meeting 
that you attended, and I do 
not want to leave out your 
condescending attitude 
toward Sam Sochet, the 
principal, and the adminis-
tration, staff, teachers and 
UFT.

Sochet, principal of 
Martin Van Buren, has 
moved mountains, along 
with his administration, 
to partner with Queensbor-
ough Community College 
and Long Island Jewish 
Hospital to bring wonder-
ful programs to our school, 
such as pre-med, pre-engi-
neering, EMT and robotics 
and do not forget a $4 mil-
lion grant to our school for 
the supplies, equipment 
and instructors making a 
pathway for our students 
to go to college and contin-
ue their education if they 
wish.

You say the vested in-
terest of the UFT regard-
ing our teachers and their 
jobs could bring adversity. 
Teachers are not the vil-
lains. Teachers give their 
all to help children succeed. 
How many teachers in your 
development know of your 
casual and disdain attitude 

toward teachers and their 
jobs? Do you not under-
stand that to have families, 
mortgages, expenses and a 
life they must have a job?

Our school deserves to 
have the P-Tech program 
without a co-location. We 
are able to do this program 
by ourselves without an-
other school coming in and 
stealing our facilities.

By the way, the stu-
dents would be the same 
students you and Sher ob-
ject to. According to the 
DOE, there will be no re-
striction on the students 
entering the P-Teach pro-
gram. The only restriction, 
probably, will be space.

You owe the adminis-
tration, teachers, staff, par-
ents and students an apol-
ogy for your near-sighted 
and uninformed articles. 
I am certain the voters in 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin’s (D-Little Neck) 
district knew what they 
were doing when they re-
elected him. He is a person 
for all the people, not just a 
few.

Susan Druss
Jamaica Estates

Take precautions before next storm

T
here is no about it: 
Our area needs to be 
better prepared for 
any future storms 

that may threaten our 
coastline.

Hurricane Sandy 
tested all of the emergency 
services and they all came 
through with flying colors. 
Our police, fire, EMS and 
other agencies were pre-
pared to deal with the hav-

oc Sandy caused, and they 
rose to the occasion and 
met the fury of the storm 
well.

There is always room 
for improvement, so it is 
important these improve-
ments be in place before the 
next major storm strikes 
our area. There will most 
certainly be a next time, 
given the extreme climate 
changes that have and con-

tinue to occur throughout 
our country and the rest of 
the world.

Extreme and violent 
weather is now the rule 
rather than the exception. 
Forewarned and forearmed 
is the best way to deal with 
the wrath of nature.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Down with all standardized tests

S
tate Education Com-
missioner John King 
is getting rid of some 
standardized tests. 

Did this maven of multiple 
choice feel the pressure or 
did he see the light? En-
lightenment is a long shot, 
but miracles happen.

But even if the right 
decision was made for the 
wrong reason, it is bet-
ter than a wrong decision 
made for any reason. Semi-

hearty congratulations, 
commissioner! Maybe the 
junk science you have swal-
lowed has started to eat 
away at your bones.

Maybe you were 
nudged by irate parents 
who booed you at a public 
hearing last week and al-
most ran you out of town. 
Maybe you read last week’s 
letter to President Barack 
Obama, in which most of 
America’s greatest living 

authors condemned the cru-
el and morbid farce of test 
mania as currently pushed 
by a variety of shady en-
emies of public education.

Classroom teachers 
know it is never too late to 
learn. That is true of com-
missioners as well as chil-
dren.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

CORRECTION
An Oct. 25-31 story in TimesLedger Newspapers about borough president candidate Tony Arcabascio’s posi-
tion on school reform should have said he does not think charter schools are the answer to a broken school 
system. We apologize for the editing error. 
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n the 19th City Council 
District in northeast 
Queens, it has been a 
hard-fought race be-

tween Republican Dennis 
Saffran and Democrat Paul 
Vallone. Both are attorneys 
and have run for this seat 
before. Vallone ran in a 
Democratic primary four 
years ago but lost to Kevin 
Kim. Twelve years ago, 
Saffran ran against Tony 
Avella in the general elec-
tion and lost by a narrow 
margin.

This campaign is 
looked upon as one of the 
most competitive Council 

races in New York City.
In the case of Vallone, 

his father, Peter Vallone 
Sr., served for many years 
in the Council, including 
as speaker of that body. His 
brother, Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), just 
lost a Democratic primary 
for borough president.

Vallone, however, has 
name recognition through 
his family and has had en-
dorsements from all law 
enforcement labor unions, 
including the Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association.

The public school 
teachers union, the United 
Federation of Teachers, is 
also supporting Vallone by 
actively campaigning for 
him.

After the Democratic 
Council primary, there was 
little unity among the five 
candidates. Although Val-
lone won by a close margin, 

three of the four other can-
didates would not support 
Vallone and one of them, 
Paul Graziano, endorsed 
Saffran. In due course we 
will know if this split in 
the Democratic ranks has 
affected the outcome of the 
race.

Vallone believes that 
a major issue in the cam-
paign is that northeast 
Queens is not receiving its 
fair share of tax revenues 
from the city government. 
Saffran is emphasizing 
law and order issues, such 
as taking strong positions 
in favor of stop-and-frisk, 
in addition to opposing the 
Community Safety Act, 
which limits the author-
ity of our police in dealing 
with suspected criminals. 
Vallone also supports law 
and order issues.

Both candidates favor 
a tax increase for taxpayers 

making more than $500,000 
a year to help pay for educa-
tion costs.

Saffran is against 
overdevelopment in north-
east Queens.

On the issue of non-
citizens voting in local elec-
tions, Saffran is opposed to 
that, while Vallone believes 
it should be considered.

The important factor 
facing all candidates run-
ning for city office is that 
Republican Joseph Lhota 
has continually been far be-
hind city Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio, a Democrat, 

in the polls. That is bound 
to affect other races, includ-
ing the Council races.

For the last 20 years 
Republican-endorsed may-
ors have run City Hall, 
even though Democrats 
have a 6-to-1 advantage in 
registration over Republi-
cans. This year, however, is 
different.

Council seats, although 
term-limited to two terms, 
are for four years in office. 
For that reason alone some 
political candidates would 
rather run for a four-year 
office term.

The Council is close to 
the people in terms of com-
munity problems. Hope-
fully, that will always be 
the case.

Looking forward to 
next year, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo is up for re-election. 
His political war chest is 
about $27 million. Not many 
contenders can match that, 
although it is rumored that 
Donald Trump may be in-
terested in running against 
Cuomo.

If that were to happen, 
it could lead to an interest-
ing political year. Such a 
race could affect all the 
campaigns throughout the 
state. At the least, an in-
cumbent office holder usu-
ally has an advantage over 
challengers.

New York has had 
some exciting races during 
the last few years and will 
continue to do so.

Vallone, Saffran make second run for Council seat

Flushing needs better business growth, transit options

A
s one of the more 
vulnerable links in 
the business com-
munity, immigrant 

businesses struggled dur-
ing the Great Recession. 
Though buoyed by growing 
immigrant communities, 
many found themselves in 
direct competition with 
chain stores and large re-
tailers that have flourished 
in the past few years, some 
anchored by large-scale 
real estate development.

With a focus on sup-
porting small businesses, 
community groups such 
as One Flushing promote 
small businesses as the 
foundation of the com-
munity and work on gen-
eral quality-of-life issues 

to improve both the com-
munity and the business 
environment. I spoke with 
John Choe, director of One 
Flushing, on the business 
environment in the area.

The needs of local 
businesses are a priority 
for One Flushing, which is 
why the center advocates 
for an expansion of busi-
ness assistance programs. 
A report published by One 
Flushing in May noted that 
a majority of businesses in 
the community were new 
and small-scale. Around 
56 percent of business sur-
veyed had been set up in 
the past six years and 80 
percent of businesses sur-
veyed hired 10 employees 
or less. Many of these were 
unaware of citywide and 
Queens-based business as-
sistance programs, grants 
or the business improve-
ment district that serves 
the area.

Some of the issues that 
affect new businesses and 

potential entrepreneurs 
are the difficulty in re-
ceiving credit to grow and 
expand their businesses. 
Choe noted that one barrier 
immigrant enterprise faces 
involves the documentation 
and established credit his-
tory required by tradition-
al banks and lenders. This 
is not a new issue, as sourc-
es of immigrant credit and 
financing traditionally in-
volve personal connections, 
such as pooled money from 
one’s hometown or rotating 
credit associations, where 
business owners finance 
each other.

This, of course, has 
risks, as these non-tradi-
tional forms of lending car-
ry inherent risks of fraud 
and loss of capital. Choe 
said organizations, such 
as the nonprofit Renais-
sance Development Corp., 
acknowledge these diffi-
culties and require a lower 
level of documentation 
than a traditional bank and 

a lower borrowing ceiling. 
The RDC works with gov-
ernment and private enti-
ties to provide financial 
and technical assistance to 
small businesses.

Choe also discussed 
the need for greater invest-
ment by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
in Flushing, noting that it 
remains a major transit 
hub. While planned im-
provements to the Flushing 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion, including elevators, 
are welcome, other links re-
quire attention. Choe said 
improvements to the No. 7 
train, such as the East Side 

Access plan in Manhattan, 
are of negligible benefit to 
Flushing and noted that the 
next mayor must “hold the 
MTA and other transporta-
tion accountable to provide 
a corresponding level of in-
vestment.”

Particularly, he 
pointed to a lack of transit 
links between Queens and 
Brooklyn. Indeed, the fast-
est way to get to many parts 
of Brooklyn from Flushing 
involves commuter vans 
rather than MTA buses or 
the subway.

Although congestion 
is endemic to Flushing 
and this benefits the retail 

sector, Choe said the loss 
of the municipal parking 
lot exacerbated an already 
difficult parking situation. 
The Flushing Commons 
development is under con-
struction on the site of the 
former lot. This is indica-
tive of a need to balance de-
velopment with investment 
and improvement in infra-
structure.

One Flushing engages 
businesses, religious orga-
nizations and civic groups 
to encourage community-
based thinking and advoca-
cy in Flushing. In addition 
to a recent interfaith walk 
and green jobs fair, the 
group has gathered volun-
teers to paint a mural near 
the Flushing LIRR station.

Later this month, vol-
unteers will make improve-
ments to the mural, includ-
ing a protective coating and 
additional lighting for the 
artwork. More information 
on that effort is available on 
the group’s Facebook page.

COLUMNS

New Voices

Both candidates support tax increases 
for people making more than $500,000 

a year to help fund education.

One Flushing works to improve the 
neighborhood’s quality of life, business 

environment and transportation 
alternatives.

William
Lewis

■
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The General Election
is Tuesday, November 5, 2013

Polls are Open 6 am-9 pm
Only registered voters can vote in this election.

Attention Voters:
For the 2013 General Election voters will use the ballot scanner and/or Ballot Marking Device (BMD).

Sign up to receive the latest news and information from Board of Elections in the City of NY, 
by visiting the Board’s website: www.vote.nyc.ny.us

To locate your pollsite and view your sample ballot, visit: www.nyc.pollsitelocator.com
866-VOTE-NYC (866-868-3692) • TTY 212-487-5496

Using your smartphone,
download the FREE 
QR code reader. 
Once downloaded, 
open the application to
point, click, and discover.

VOTING IS AS EASY AS 1 - 2 - 3
Correctly Marked Oval. 

To correctly mark your ballot, fill in the ovals
above or next to the names of the candidates or
proposals of your choice using the pen provided.

Accessible ballot marking devices 
(BMDs) are available.

Get Your Paper Ballot.
Pick up your paper ballot and privacy sleeve 
at the sign-in table from the poll worker. 

Scan Your Paper Ballot. 
Insert your marked ballot into the scanner to cast your vote.

Mark Your Paper Ballot. 
Use a pen or ballot-marking device (BMD) to mark your
choices on your ballot. Fill in the ovals above or next to the
names of the candidates/proposals of your choice with the
pen provided. BMDs can be used to enlarge the font size of
the ballot. Please see our Election District signs for an
enlarged sample ballot you can view prior to voting

1

2

3

JOHN DOE

ne of the greatest 
political books ever, 
“A Team of Rivals,” 
by historian Doris 

Kearns Goodwin, tells the 
compelling and relevant 
tale of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s unprecedented 
hiring of his presidential 
rivals to serve in his ad-
ministration.

Not before nor since 
have we seen such a blatant 
act of humility and bipar-
tisanship that ended up 
subsuming Lincoln’s ego 
for the greater good of our 
country.

We saw a microcosm of 
this tactic in President Ba-
rack Obama’s appointment 
of his once Democratic ri-

val, Hillary Clinton, to be 
U.S. secretary of state dur-
ing his first term.

That turned out well 
for both parties. Hillary 
worked hard, repaired U.S. 
relations around the world, 
gained huge foreign policy 
experience and positioned 
herself as the frontrunner 
for 2016.

Obama, who wisely 
did not let past political 
feuds cloud his manage-
ment vision, got a savvy 
and well-known foreign 
policy partner who helped 
him execute a tough but co-
herent global policy — and, 
we’re told, Hillary was one 
of the main proponents of 
carrying out the Osama 
Bin Laden raid despite Vice 
President Joe Biden’s re-
ported reluctance.

In New York, we now 
almost have the dawning 
of a new mayoral admin-
istration, and there are a 
number of people who ran 

for the highest office who 
could be helpful to the new 
mayor.

Although it’s unlikely 
to happen, imagine if city 
Public Advocate Bill de Bla-
sio wins Nov. 5 and reaches 
across the aisle and picks 
his Republican opponent, 
Joe Lhota, to be first deputy 
mayor or deputy mayor for 
operations. Lhota has al-
ready done one of those jobs, 
so even if de Blasio decides 
to turn to him for help, it is 
unlikely Lhota wants to be 
second in command again 
— particularly for a mayor 
whose experience and ideas 
he vigorously challenged 
during the campaign.

Would City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) make a 
good deputy mayor just as 
Hillary made a good secre-
tary of state? P robably, but 
that move is also unlikely. 
Quinn represents a link to 
the Bloomberg years and 

de Blasio is going to dis-
tance himself from his pre-
decessor and anybody who 
supported him as Quinn 
did. It’s too bad: Quinn is 
a hardworking public ser-
vant and would probably do 
well in the right role.

How about Bill Thomp-
son or city Comptroller 
John Liu? It’s hard to imag-
ine Thompson wanting an 
appointed position after he 
was comptroller for eight 
years and ran the former 
city Board of Education for 
a number of years. But it’s a 
shame to lose his wealth of 
experience.

Liu is ideologically 
similar to de Blasio, so it 
wouldn’t be too much of 
a stretch for him to be a 

deputy mayor or an agency 
head. But here again it is 
more likely that Liu will 
decamp to the private sec-
tor to make money to sup-
port his family while he 
strategizes his next move 
in public life.

Adolfo Carrion is a 
smart, pragmatic man who 
knows a lot about urban 
policy — why not make him 
head of the city Department 
of Housing? He could help 
the next mayor a lot in that 
role. But once again, it’s a 
stretch to expect if asked 
that he would take an ap-
pointed position.

Sal Albanese is a wise 
man who could still serve 
our city well, but there were 
too many fireworks during 
the campaign between him 
and de Blasio to imagine 
them working together. 
And John Catsimatidis is 
a great New Yorker who 
yearns to make the city a 
better place. Hopefully, de 

Blasio will find some unof-
ficial role for the candidate 
who called himself “Cats,” 
because he has some good 
ideas and experience.

And finally, there’s An-
thony Weiner, but it’s diffi-
cult to picture him working 
as a second banana in city 
government.

So, any chance for a 
team of rivals in city gov-
ernment in 2014? It doesn’t 
seem likely, but wouldn’t 
it send a great message to 
Washington and the rest of 
the world if a 6-foot-5 mayor 
who bears some resem-
blance to Lincoln stole a 
page from one of our great-
est president’s playbook?

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

If elected mayor, de Blasio should reach out to opponents

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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Three candidates vie for beep seat
None of the candi-

dates for borough presi-
dent disagree on which 
one among them has the 
backing of Queens’ po-
litical and business es-
tablishment, but they do 
differ on how that should 
sway voters in next week’s 
general election.

In the three-way race 
to succeed term-limited 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, Melinda Katz 
is viewed to be the heavy 
favorite after winning 
the Democratic primary 
with the backing of the 
county party and strong 
support from real estate 

and lobbying interests.
In addition to be-

ing the borough’s main 
cheerleader, the borough 
president weighs in on 
land use decisions and 
allocates both capital and 
operating budget funds. 
The office also appoints 
members to several key 
commissions and boards.

Katz’s opponents in 
the Nov. 5 general elec-
tion include a pro-union 
Republican and a busi-
nessman who ran against 
her in the Democratic 
primary. With few glar-
ing differences among the 
candidates on stances of 
policy, the race has boiled 
down to a debate between 

continuity and a call for a 
change in direction.

“It’s a very impor-
tant election, whoever 
they choose for the next 
four years. I hope they 
take into consideration 
my background and my 
experience,” said Repub-
lican Tony Arcabascio, 
who oversees information 
technology construction 
projects for North Shore-
LIJ health systems. “I 
know my place. I know 
who I work for. I certainly 
don’t work for the real es-
tate developers. I work for 
the voters.”

Everly Brown, who 
is running on the Jobs & 
Education Party line af-

ter coming in third place 
in the Democratic pri-
mary, echoed the same 
sentiment.

“[The voters] must 
understand one thing. 
This is a controlled bor-
ough. It’s controlled by 
the Democrats,” said 
Brown, who runs a con-
struction firm. “The peo-
ple understand I am the 
right candidate and I am 
not beholden to anybody. 
There will not be any 
change under Melinda 
Katz. It will be politics as 
usual.”

Katz does not shy 
away from her creden-
tials. She has a breadth of 
experience in the Demo-

cratic Party, including 
stints in the state Assem-
bly and the City Council, 
where she chaired the 
powerful Land Use Com-
mittee. Following an 
unsuccessful bid for city 
comptroller, she joined 
the influential real estate 
lobbying firm Greenberg 
Traurig, a position she 
resigned from last year 
to run for borough presi-
dent.

This week she picked 
up the endorsement of 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a 
Holliswood native, and 
said her connections are 
an asset her opponents 
lack.

“The elected offi-

cials in the borough of 
Queens are mostly Demo-
crats and I think the fact 
that they’ve decided to 
support me is an asset,” 
Katz said. “I think a lot 
of mistakes new people in 
government make is not 
realizing the importance 
of being able to have that 
experience to bring to the 
table in order to bring 
resources back to the dis-
trict they represent. You 
only really get that with 
experience.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@ cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.
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Paul Vallone, a 
Flushing attorney, was 
the county Democratic 
Party’s pick for the City 
Council seat and based 
much of his campaign on 
improving public safety 
and restoring integrity 
to the northeast Queens 
district.

Costa Constantinides, the 
legislative director for Council-
man James Gennaro, proposes 
a bill to clean streets via trash 
pickup and graffiti removal. He 
supports parental involvement 
in schools and backs the expan-
sion of Mt. Sinai Hospital.

Conservative candidate 
Danielle de Stefano is a lifelong 
Astoria resident. She wants 
to cut taxes on homeowners, 
change standardized testing 
in our schools and promote 
high school work-study pro-
grams for the public servants 
of tomorrow.

Douglaston attorney 
Dennis Saffran, a party-
backed Republican, ran 
for the same seat in 2001, 
losing to now state Sen. 
Tony Avella by a few hun-
dred votes. His campaign 
set out to restore the pub-
lic’s trust in the GOP.

Democratic in-
cumbent and Flush-
ing native Peter Koo 
was elected to the City 
Council in 2009 and has 
served on various com-
mittees, including Ag-
ing, Land Use, Small 
Business, and Trans-
portation and Youth 
Services.

Populist candidate Jerry 
Kann is running for a City 
Council seat for the fifth time. 
He wants to abolish stop and 
frisk, add representatives for 
tenants to the Rent Guidelines 
Board and raise taxes on people 
making over $500,000 a year.

Republican candidate Da-
vid Peterson calls himself a 
constitutional conservative. 
He believes government power 
should be at the local level, that 
quality of life starts with public 
safety and backs more vocation-
al training in high school.

Green Party candidate 
Lynne Serpe supports partici-
patory budgeting to let taxpay-
ers decide which programs get 
funding. The energy efficiency 
expert wants to reduce waste, 
promote a green economy and 
bring clean-tech businesses to 
Astoria.

Green Party can-
didate Evergreen Chou 
has served as the state 
committee member for 
the 22nd Assembly Dis-
trict. He campaigned 
on addressing the gen-
trification of Flushing 
and its lack of afford-
able housing.

Republican Sunny 
Hahn, a retired city Hu-
man Right Commission 
specialist and one-time 
staffer of former state 
Sen. Frank Padavan, 
is running to combat 
what she called out-of-
control development in 
Flushing.

Democrat Martha 
Flores-Vazquez recent-
ly ran for Flushing’s 
state Assembly seat 
in 2012 and has been 
a longtime fighter for 
political causes, basing 
her campaign on get-
ting more resources to 
northeast Queens.
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Elizabeth Torres
November 2013
Hillcrest High School
Forest Hills, NY

Hillcrest High School Senior Elizabeth 
Torres has given much to her school 
and received a great deal in return for 
her efforts. It is with great pleasure we 
present Elizabeth as this month’s student 
of distinction. 

Due to all her accomplishments, 
Elizabeth has been nominated for a Posse 
Scholarship, which is a 32-week training 
program during senior year. This training 
prepares students to arrive on campus 
academically prepared and motivated to 
foster positive social change. Elizabeth 
was also nominated for a Quest Bridge 
Scholarship, which aims to increase 
the percentage of talented low-income 
students at tending the nation’s best 
universities and the ranks of national 
leadership itself. 

Some of Elizabeth’s accomplishments 
include membership in the Hillcrest H.S. 
chapter of the National Honor Society, 
running for the girls track team, playing on 
the girls’ softball team, and participating 
in the annual school musicals. She has a 
weighted academic average of 98 and 
is ranked 13 out of approximately 700 
students in her senior class. Mr. Rashid, 
Coordinator of Student affairs commented, 
“It has been a pleasure knowing Elizabeth 
during the past 2 years. She is extremely 
intelligent, very hard working and 
dedicated, and is able to juggle multiple 
responsibilities at one time.”

Elizabeth has been a part of the 

Hillcrest’s award-winning United Nations 
class under the guidance of her Social 
Studies teacher Mr. Shult. For 3 years she 
has taken part in UN Conferences every 
May and June which improved both her 
leadership skills and public speaking. 
The students acted on a situation from 
a particular country at a simulated 
conference in the UN in Manhattan. 

Under the auspices of The National 
Honors Society she performed community 
service by completing school beautification 
projects, raising money for UNICEF, Penny 
Harvest and The Red Cup to name a few. 
She also helped at the freshman ice-cream 
social and represented the school at the 
annual High School Fair for incoming 
freshman. She was also an English Tutor 
and helped ESL students prepare for the 
English Regents. 

During her lunch, free periods and any 
other available time, Elizabeth volunteered 
in Mr. Maystry’s Chemistry classroom and 
is now an intern in the College Office for 
Mrs. Gordon.

Outside of school Elizabeth is an 
editorial intern for an online organization 
called “the project” which publishes 
articles pertaining to college admission 
and how to achieve success in high 

school. Elizabeth has a strong love of 
science and has participated in a 2 
week Queens College science summer 
program. Additionally, she sings in St. 
Sylvester church choir on Sundays and 
also takes voice lessons on Saturdays. 
For the past four summers, while visiting 
family in Florida, Elizabeth volunteered at 
South Florida Community College’s day 
camp. 

She has been involved in the theatre 
Institute of Hillcrest High School under 
the guidance of director Amy Morrison. In 
her freshman year she played in Grease 
the musical. During her sophomore year 
she sang three solos in The Forty and 
Fabulous Show. Last year she played the 
role of Nina Rosa in The Heights. 

Director of the Theatre Institute of 
Hillcrest High School, Amy Morrison, 
made these comments, “Elizabeth has now 
starred in three musicals here at Hillcrest – 
most recently as Nina in last year’s In The 
Heights. She is a joy to work with and not 
only has an amazing voice, but also has 
a tremendous work ethic! Elizabeth shines 
both onstage and in rehearsals plus has 
become a true leader in each cast.”

Elizabeth Torres’ future plans are to gain 
acceptance into a good college, major in 
either chemistry or Neuro-science, and a 
minor in Latin American Studies or English 
Literature with the dream of becoming a 
surgeon. Her favorite quote is, “Some 
people live more in twenty years of their 
life than others do in 80 years.”

-By Bob Harris and Laura Rahill
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Before working for the 
district’s current council-
woman, Antonio Reynoso 
served as a community and 
labor organizer for child 
care workers. He has been 
chief of staff since 2009.

I. Daneek Miller is the presi-
dent of the Queens chapter of the 
Amalgamated Transportation 
Union, representing Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority bus 
drivers and mechanics. He also co-
chairs the MTA’s labor coalition.

Sondra Peeden is a managing 
partner at the management-con-
sulting firm Peeden, Jacobs and 
Associates. She is currently an 
aide to Councilman Ruben Wills 
and previously served as the dep-
uty chief of staff to then Council-
man David Weprin.

Ruben Wills is the incumbent 
Council member, having won the 
seat in a special election in 2010 af-
ter the death of Councilman Thom-
as White. He previously served as 
chief of staff to former state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley.

Mireille Leroy is a Haitian im-
migrant who organizes humanitar-
ian trips through the non-profit she 
founded, Yes We Can for Progress. 
She previously mounted an unsuc-
cessful campaign for the seat in 
2009. She lives in South Jamaica.

Alexander Blishteyn is 
a Republican and Conser-
vative Party candidate. He 
wants to reduce taxes on 
working families and give 
parents a choice of where 
to educate their children 
through a voucher program 
or city tax credit for private 
school tuition.

Mujib Rahman wants 
to ensure equality between 
the South Asian enclave 
and the rest of the district. 
He would like to see halal 
food in schools, does not 
want further development 
in the district and opposes 
stop-and-frisk. He backs 
charter schools. 

Democratic incum-
bent Mark Weprin was first 
elected to the seat in 2009 
and did not have an op-
ponent until the summer, 
when he came out against 
the city Police Depart-
ment’s controversial stop-
and-frisk policies.

Retired NYPD Capt. 
Joseph Concannon of the 
Reform Party threw his hat 
into the 23rd District’s City 
Council race to stand up 
for the Police Department’s 
stop-and-frisk policy, argu-
ing it was the best way to 
deter crime.
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. 
Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher ap-
plicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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Incumbent Donovan 
Richards worked 10 years 
for former Councilman 
James Sanders and won 
the seat in a special elec-
tion in February. Among 
his accomplishments, he 
lists securing $3.5 million 
for local schools.

Lew Simon, a former 
private school teacher and 
the founder of the Good 
Government Regular Dem-
ocratic Club, has served as 
district leader in the 23rd 
Assembly District for 20 
years. He was born and 
raised in Rockaway Park.

Ricardo Brown, the 
CEO of Brown, Young and 
Co., said his career in ac-
counting and auditing, as 
well as his membership in 
local civic organizations, 
give him the experience to 
serve as a city councilman.

Scherie Murray gradu-
ated from the Campus Mag-
net complex in Cambria 
Heights and earned college 
degrees in micro-comput-
er business systems and 
broadcast journalism. She 
previously ran for the seat 
in 2009.

Karen Koslowitz, a Democrat, 
served on the City Council from 
1991 to 2001. She was deputy bor-
ough president until 2009 when she 
was again elected to the Council. 
She chairs the Council’s Commit-
tee on Economic Development.

Eric Ulrich was first 
elected to the City Council 
in a 2009 special election. 
He was then re-elected in 
November of that year. The 
Ozone Park native serves as 
the minority whip of the Re-
publican delegation in the 
Council.

Originally from Middle Vil-
lage, Republican candidate Craig 
Caruana is a former intelligence 
analyst at the Office of Naval Intel-
ligence. A newcomer to politics, he 
most recently worked as an infor-
mation specialist at the Fox News 
Channel.

Incumbent Elizabeth Crow-
ley, a Democrat, was first elected 
in 2009. As the chairwoman of the 
Fire & Criminal Justice Services 
Committee, she has worked to save 
firehouses in the city. The Middle 
Village native previously was a re-
storative painter.

Jon Torodash, a software en-
gineer and former teacher, is run-
ning on the Civic Virtue line, a nod 
to the “Triumph of Civic Virtue,” 
a statute that was controversially 
moved from Borough Hall to a pri-
vate cemetery in Brooklyn.
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly.

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take      or Q37.  
Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd              LIRR 

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420 
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801 

LIVE PERFORMANCES BY

Friday November 1 • 9pm
Performances by Taylor Dayne & Expose. 

Costume contests, prizes and lots more. 
�Note� �asks & wi�s are prohibited on the �amin� �oor.� 

$20  in advance • $25 at the door:

Order Tickets Today!                 
rwnewyork.com

MINUTES AWAY! 

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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Voter Info
Call the city Board of Elections phone bank, 1-866-VOTE-NYC (1-866-868-3692), for information on the near-

est polling site, registration deadlines, absentee ballots, voter status, names and addresses of elected officials, 

election data and ballot information. Operators fluent in Chinese Mandarin/Cantonese, Korean and Spanish are 

available. Log on to http://vote.nyc.ny.us/html/home/locator_updates.shtml to locate a polling site near you.

Additional information is available for candidates on the city Campaign Finance website at: http://www.

nyccfb.info/public/voter-guide/general_2013/index.aspx

Before working for Diana Rey-
na, the district’s current council-
woman, Antonio Reynoso served as 
a community and labor organizer 
for child care workers. Originally 
from Williamsburg, he has been 
chief of staff for Reyna since 2009.

Gladys Santiago previously 
worked as a home health aide and 
served as a district leader in 2002. 
She was also a community orga-
nizer. She said her most impor-
tant issues are affordable housing, 
child care, education and jobs.

Three other candidates are also running for the city comptroller’s office: 

Richard Bozulich with the War Veterans Party, Hesham El-Meligy with the 
Libertarian Party and John Studer with the Socialist Worker Party.

Six other candidates are also running for the public advocate’s office: 

Irene Estrada Rukaj  with the War Veterans Party, Mollena Fabricant with 
the Students First Party, Deborah Liatos with the Socialist Worker Party, Mi-
chael Lloyd with the Freedom Party, Robert Maresca with the Conservative 
Party and Alex Merced with the Libertarian Party.

There are 11 other candidates also running for mayor:

Randy Credico with the Tax Wall Street Party, Michael Dilger with the 
Flourish Party,  Dan Fein with the Socialist Worker Party, Michael Greys with 
the Freedom Party, Jack Hidary with the Common Sense and Jobs & Education 
parties, Jimmy McMillan with the Rent is 2 Damn High Party, Joseph Melaragno 
with the Affordable Tmrw Party, Carl Person with the Reform Party, Erick Sal-
gado with the School Choice Party, Michael Sanchez with the Libertarian Party 
and Sam Sloan with the War Veteran Party.
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DENNIS ON THE 
ISSUES:

On November 5th, 
vote DENNIS SAFFRAN
on the Republican,
Conservative, or 
REFORM party line

CITYCOUNCIL

A CHAMPION FOR REFORM
DENNIS’ PLAN IS SIMPLE:

DENNIS

www.saffran2013.com

Dennis with his wife Jane and his 
two children, Nick and Kristina
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ELECTION

BY PHIL CORSO

Tuesday’s general 
election will mark the end 
of a long and contentious 
campaign to restore the 
reputation of the northeast 
Queens City Council dis-
trict after its city council-
man was arrested earlier 
this year.

Republican Party-
backed Dennis Saffran 
threw his hat into the race 
for the 19th Council District 
soon after Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
was arrested on federal 
corruption charges in ear-
ly April. His Democratic 
Party-backed opponent in 
the general election, Paul 
Vallone, entered the race 
several months earlier and 
faced a long primary battle 
for the spot.

Vallone came out on 
top of the busy five-way 
Democratic primary in Sep-
tember, beating out Empire 
State Development spokes-
man Austin Shafran, ur-

ban planning consultant 
Paul Graziano, former state 
Assemblyman John Duane 
and former Halloran chief 
of staff Chrissy Voskeri-
chian.

The race for the Demo-
cratic line revolved largely 

around preserving the 
character of the suburban 
northeast Queens district, 
which includes the neigh-
borhoods of Auburndale, 
Bayside, Douglaston, Little 
Neck and Whitestone and 
parts of Flushing.

His campaign has col-
lected endorsements from 
noteworthy labor unions 
and political figures, in-
cluding Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.), U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside), 

state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and former Rep. Gary Ack-
erman.

Saffran ran for the 
same 19th District seat in 
2001 and lost by just under 
400 votes to now-Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside). He said 
his near win 12 years ago 
showed how possible his 
victory was this election 
cycle. The Douglaston at-
torney also collected en-
dorsements from Republi-
can names like former Sen. 
Frank Padavan, but also 
one noteworthy endorse-
ment from the other side of 
the aisle: Vallone primary 
opponent Graziano.

Vallone was put in the 
spotlight in the weeks lead-
ing up to the primary vote 
after Jobs for New York, a 
political action committee 
for the Real Estate Board of 
New York, started mailing 
out attack ads in support 
of the Flushing attorney’s 
campaign. All of his Demo-
cratic opponents decried 

the ads, and the issue car-
ried over into the general 
election race after Vallone’s 
primary victory.

Both Saffran and Val-
lone met at a candidates 
forum earlier this month 
at the Bayside Historical 
Society and sparred over 
the negative campaign ads, 
which the Republican can-
didate actually featured in 
a mailer of his own to high-
light former attacks.

A federal grand jury 
handed up the Halloran 
indictment after his April 
2 arrest along with several 
others, accusing him of 
soliciting bribes to help in-
stall Democratic Sen. Mal-
colm Smith (D-Hollis) into 
this year’s mayoral race on 
the GOP line.

Vallone and his Re-
publican opponent Saffran 
kept the word “restore” a 
key part of their platforms, 
underscoring the 19th Dis-
trict’s hunger to turn over 
a new leaf since Halloran’s 
arrest.

BY PHIL CORSO

Four City Council 
races involving 11 candi-
dates will be on the ballot 
in northeast Queens on 
Election Day, setting the 
stage for a potentially dif-
ferent political landscape 
by year’s end.

The race to replace 
City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
evolved into the hottest of 
the three as it was one of 
two that will bring a new 
member into the Council 
along with a campaign for 
the seat of outgoing City 
Councilman James Genna-
ro (D-Fresh Meadows). The 
other two races for the posts 
of City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) and City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) have 
Democratic incumbents de-

fending their seats.
In the 20th District, 

Democratic incumbent 
Koo faces three opponents: 
Green Party candidate Ev-
ergreen Chou, Republican 
Sunny Hahn and Jobs & 
Education candidate Mar-
tha Flores-Vazquez.

Koo, who was ini-
tially elected to the seat as 
a Republican in 2009, has 
collected experience on 
various Council commit-
tees throughout his time 
in office, including Aging, 
Land Use, Small Business, 
Transportation and Youth 
Services. Hahn, the incum-
bent’s Republican challeng-
er, stepped into the race to 
fight against widespread 
development throughout 
the district, which includes 
Auburndale, Flushing and 
parts of Whitestone.

Chou, on the other 
hand, has consistently run 

his Green Party candidacy 
on issues of health and the 
environment.

Koo led all the can-
didates in fund-raising 
throughout the campaign 
and also withheld the ad-
vantage that comes with 
being a Democratic incum-
bent in a blue district.

The 22nd District race 
unfolded quickly over the 
summer, mostly over one 
particular issue. Weprin 

did not have an opponent 
in this year’s general elec-
tion until he took a stance 
against the city Police De-
partment’s controversial 
stop-and-frisk policy, join-
ing along with a majority 
of Council members to vote 
against the practice.

Weprin was first elect-
ed to the Council in 2009 
and previously served as a 
member of the state Assem-
bly as well.

In reaction to that vote, 
Reform Party challenger 
Joseph Concannon threw 
his hat into the ring with 
hopes of standing up for the 
NYPD, given his previous 
role as a captain within the 
department. Concannon 
ran and lost last year as a 
Republican vying for the 
seat currently held by Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and based this year’s Coun-
cil run on much of the same 
priorities, with public safe-
ty at the top.

The 24th District, 
which includes Flushing, 
Fresh Meadows and Jamai-
ca, will get a new Council 
member since term-limited 
incumbent Gennaro will 
not be returning. Former 
state Assemblyman and 
Congressional hopeful Rory 
Lancman stepped up as the 
Democratic favorite for the 
seat and will face off in the 

election against Republican 
Alexander Blishteyn and 
Faith and Values candidate 
Mujib U. Rahman.

As for the 19th District, 
which represents neighbor-
hoods including Auburn-
dale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Whitestone, 
the incumbent Halloran 
announced he would not 
be seeking re-election after 
his April 2 arrest. Halloran 
was accused in a federal 
indictment of soliciting 
bribes to help get state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
into this year’s mayoral 
race as a Republican.

Democratic Party-
backed Paul Vallone, an 
attorney from Flushing, 
won a five-way primary in 
September and will face off 
against the GOP-backed at-
torney from Douglaston, 
Dennis Saffran, for the 
spot.

Rita Rosenthal peeks out from the voting booth in Bay Terrace, 
which will have a new city councilman represent the area in 2014.

Republican Dennis Saffran (l.) and Democrat Paul Vallone are running hard for Tuesday’s votes to see 
who will be the next city councilman for the 19th District.

Northeast Queens voters to decide four Council races

Race to replace Halloran comes down to fi nal two
City ElectionsCity Elections 2013 2013



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 1-7, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
27

BT

©
2

0
1

3
 G

e
o

ff
re

y,
 L

LC
.

More wishing fun in store!

Start 
WiSHiNG NoW!

Check out our holiday catalog 
in this today’s newspaper, “R”Us stores 

and online at Toysrus.com/wish

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

w/coupon, exp. 11-17-13

w/coupon, exp. 11-17-13

w/coupon, exp. 11-17-13

w/coupon, exp. 11-17-13

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$16999*

$9999
Exam Extra

$9999
Exam Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
GET $100 OFF & 
GET 2ND PAIR

FREE*

29
You Get $200 Off 

Frame & Prescription 
Lenses

$

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS FOR PETER KOO

Please Join Us 
to Support 

Council Member 
Peter Koo 

for Re-election!

GENERAL ELECTION
Tuesday, November 5th, 6AM–9PM

CAMPAIGN OFFICE
(718) 888-0782



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

-7
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
28

BT

ELECTION

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The only political de-
bate between two Middle 
Village candidates for City 
Council was a fiery one, 
prompting a steady stream 
of cheers and jeers from the 
audience for nearly an hour 
and a half.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) is fighting to 
keep her seat against Repub-
lican newcomer Craig Car-
uana in Council District 30, 
which includes Glendale, 
Maspeth, Middle Village, 
Richmond Hill, Ridgewood 
and Woodhaven.

The debate Monday at 
Our Lady of Hope School 
in Middle Village began 
with a hot-button issue for 
the community: the plan 
to transform an old Mas-
peth factory into an art 
and events center, complete 
with a liquor license.

Crowley stood by earli-

er comments she made that 
the business, the Knock-
down Center, is an oppor-
tunity to create jobs for the 
community.

“Do I support good 
jobs? Yes,” Crowley said. 
“Do I support art as an eco-
nomic engine? Yes.”

She made an addition-

al jab at Caruana by saying 
that he does not have the 
ability to think outside the 
box for ways to create jobs.

Caruana, however, 

stood firmly against the 
center, saying that the is-
sue is about “hipsters com-
ing from out of the area, 
creating a club that doesn’t 
represent our values.”

Crowley, a Middle Vil-
lage native who was first 
elected in 2009, says she is 
running on her record of 
accomplishments, which 
includes bringing in funds 
for parks, building new 
schools and fighting to keep 
firehouses open.

“While I’m proud of 
the work we’ve done to im-
prove the quality of educa-
tion, to keep our streets 
safe, to protect our seniors, 
I know there’s still so much 
to do,” she said. “And that’s 
why I’m running for re-
election.”

Caruana, also from 
Middle Village, however, 
says Crowley takes too 
much credit for the chang-
es in the district and makes 
excuses when something is 

not accomplished.
“All too often it can 

feel as if there’s just too 
much going on and imper-
sonal forces either ruin our 
neighborhoods or affect 
our quality of life,” Caru-
ana said. “It’s in those mo-
ments you need someone 
who can punch at the same 
city level, who can advocate 
for you truly as if you’re in 
the room.”

In Council District 29, 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) is campaigning to 
retain her seat against soft-
ware engineer Jon Toro-
dash, who hails from Forest 
Hills and Kew Gardens.

Koslowitz also served 
in the Council from 1991-
2001. She was the deputy 
borough president until 
2009, when she was again 
elected to the Council.

The district includes 
Forest Park, Rego Park, 
Kew Gardens and parts of 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Each of southeast 
Queens’ three City Council 
districts will be contested 
in next week’s general elec-
tion, but the candidates 
challenging the winners 
from September’s Demo-
cratic primaries are facing 
steep odds.

Because Democrats 
make up no less than 77 
percent of registered vot-
ers in Districts 27, 28 and 
31, the area is a poster child 
for the kind of one-party 
politics where seats are 
won and lost in the prima-
ry contests, but that has not 
stopped a handful of candi-
dates from pressing on in 
November.

In District 27, the pri-
mary battle to succeed 
term-limited Councilman 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans) was a heated one, 

with transit union leader 
I. Daneek Miller narrowly 
edging out attorney Clyde 
Vanel by a margin of about 
3 percentage points. Sondra 
Peeden, owner of a manage-
ment consulting firm, came 
in at the bottom of the pack 
with 4 percent of the vote, 
but is continuing to run 
on the Independence Party 
line in the general election.

The district covers 
downtown Jamaica, Hollis, 
Cambria Heights and St. 
Albans.

Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) fended 
off a primary challenge 
from attorney Hettie Powell 
with a 16 percent margin of 
victory. Next week he will 
face Mireille Leroy, found-
er of a nonprofit that orga-
nizes humanitarian trips 
to Haiti, who is running on 
the Unity Party line.

Leroy mounted a cam-

paign for the District 28 
seat — which represents 
part of Jamaica, South Ja-

maica, South Ozone Park 
and Richmond Hill — in 
the 2009 Democratic prima-

ry, but did not make it onto 
the ballot.

Councilman Dono-

van Richard (D-Laurelton) 
won his District 31 seat 
representing Laurelton, 
Rosedale, Springfield Gar-
dens and Far Rockaway in 
a hotly contested special 
election earlier this year. 
He then took the September 
primary handily with more 
than 51 percent of the vote 
against a pair of challeng-
ers. including accountant 
Ricardo Brown, who is go-
ing for Round 2 on the Jobs 
& Education Party line.

The two will be joined 
in the race by Scherie Mur-
ray, the lone Republican 
running for office in south-
east Queens. Democrats 
outnumber Republicans in 
the district by more than 
15-to-1.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The contest to succeed term-limited City Councilman Leroy Comrie is one of three in southeast 
Queens that will draw voters in next week’s general election.

Voter Carlos Aguasaco of Forest Hills exits the voting booth in Forest Hills, where voters are slated to 
cast their ballots for Karen Koslowitz or Jon Torodash in the general election.

Democrats face challengers in three SE Queens contests

Crowley spars with Caruana in lively debate
City ElectionsCity Elections 2013 2013

Continued on Page 66
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BUY NOW PAY LATER
0% interest free fi nancing. 

See store for details.

We accept 32BJ, 1199, UFT, Nursing 
and many more Insurance Plans

We are a GVS provider and 
we accept Davis Vision and VSP

Choose From Our Large 
Selection of Designer Brands:
Cartier
Versace
Tiff any
Coach

Giorgio Fendi
Prada
Dior

FREE 
EYE EXAM

with the purchase of Glasses. 
Contact lens fi tting additional. 

*See store for details. B.T. B.T. B.T. B.T.

$59EYEGLASSES
2 PAIRS FOR

$59DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS

$59NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
EYEGLASSES

Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line Bifocal Lenses & Frame

B.T.

$100 OFF Eyeglasses plus 
FREE 2nd Pair 

BAC K  TO  SC H O O L  SAVI N G S
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You haven’t been to a wedding 
celebration until you’ve been to 
Russo’s on the Bay.

This premiere catering estab-
lishment commemorates its 26th 
year of offering catered affairs that 
participants love bragging about.   

Experience a taste of what past 
guests already know by attending 
the Wedding Trends Showcase 
at Russo’s on the Bay on Monday, 
Nov. 18. A sample of Russo’s ex-
traordinary hors d’oeuvres will 
be featured, and Russo’s will also 
highlight its cakes, which are cre-
ated at its in-house bakery. New 
flavors and new styles are expected 
to be introduced. 

Guests will get a peek at the 
latest trends, such as decorating 
a room with favorite colors and 
trendy themes. Preferred vendors 
will be on hand to provide free con-
sultations. 

“We take pride that we work 
with the very best vendors and can 
make the right recommendations,” 
says Event Concierge Lauren Tay-
lor. 

There will be photographers, 

videographers, florists, travel 
agents, and suppliers who can cre-
ate personalized invitations for 
your affair, as well as dazzling cen-
terpieces. Music will be provided 
by Gio Venuto, Russo’s house band. 
In addition, DJs such as Classie 
Sounds Entertainment and Satis-
faction Guaranteed will be in at-
tendance. 

“We will cover all the elements 
that make for a great venue,” says 

Taylor. “We will have something 
for everyone’s taste and style.” 

Russo’s On The Bay is known 
for its unique ballroom introduc-
tions, and those who attend the 
Wedding Trends Showcase will get 
to see these firsthand. The venue 
promises to be informative and 
fun, with some special prize raf-
fles, too.

There are so many fabulous 
ways Russo’s On The Bay makes 

a catered affair a special one. For 
starters, its location overlooks 
the water, so views are majestic. 
A lovely gazebo and outdoor area 
provide photo opportunities to be 
treasured.   

The food has to be experienced 
to be believed. The catering hall 
is noted for the 11 entrees that are 
offered to guests as well as the ex-
travagant cocktail buffet. Cuisine 
is prepared with great care by its 
chefs, and presentation is a part of 
the lure. Only fresh, superb, qual-
ity ingredients are used. Menus 
change seasonally.  

“Our goal is to render impecca-
ble service and graceful dining in 
an atmosphere of elegance,” says 
Taylor. “We aspire to build satis-
fied customers who will entrust 
their very special occasions to us.” 

Parties here are so exciting, you 
won’t want them to end. But they 
don’t have to. Events can be cus-
tomized by adding an after-hours 
lounge to your affair, she says. 
For the early birds, The new Crys-
tal Lounge provides hospitality to 
guests who arrive ahead of time. 
Brides and the bridal party have 

access to a Bridal Suite. There are 
two main dining rooms. Up to 550 
guests can be accommodated in 
the Renaissance Room, and up to 
300 can be accommodated in the 
Tivoli Room.

Russo’s On The Bay is a three-
time winner of TLC television net-
work’s “Four Weddings,” where 
participants get to select weddings 
they like best. Russo’s on the Bay 
also earned The Knot’s “Best of 
Weddings Pick” Award and Wed-
ding Wire’s Bride’s Choice Award. 

“People expect the best, and 
that’s what we deliver,” says Tay-
lor.

Wedding Trends Showcase at 
Russo’s On The Bay [162-45 Cross 
Bay Blvd. between 162nd and 
163rd streets in Howard Beach, 
(718) 843–5055, www.Russos-
OnTheBay.com]. Nov. 18, 6–9:30 
pm. Limited number of tickets 
available, register online or call 
(718) 843–0702.

Russo’s is open Mondays 
through Thursdays, 10 am–8:30 
pm; Fridays and Saturdays, 
noon–8:30 pm; and Sundays, 
noon–7:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Russo’s on the Bay makes a catered affair a special one

mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h y  s k i l l s  a r e  n o w 
m o n e y  i n  t h e  b a n k .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Tap. Snap. Deposit.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

On the first anniversa-
ry of Hurricane Sandy, the 
Museum of the City of New 
York has brought back vivid 
recollections of the incred-
ible destruction wrought 
by the storm in a display of 
200 photos, including one 
shot by TimesLedger News-
papers Photo Editor Chris-
tina Santucci.

Santucci, who was one 
of the first photographers 
to reach Broad Channel and 
the Rockaways after Sandy 
hit, returned many times 
over the next months to 
document the wreckage left 
behind by the superstorm. 
Her photos chronicled the 
disruption of lives, the loss 
of homes and the leveling of 
businesses on the vulner-
able waterfronts of Queens.

Her picture in the ex-
hibit shows a large beach 
house in Belle Harbor 
which has been split open 

like a doll house.  The 
kitchen is exposed with the 
counters, floors and appli-
ances at odd angles like the 
objects in a cubist paint-
ing.

“We sent out a call last 
winter for photos taken af-
ter Sandy,” said museum 
Director Jeff Simmons. 

“We received nearly 10,000 
images and spent many 
hours studying them and fi-
nally paring their numbers 
down to 200.”

The result was the ex-
hibit “Rising Waters: Photo-
graphs of Sandy,” which is 
on display in the museum, 

BY SHAWN KING

A Bayside dentist has a 
sweet deal for children this 
Halloween.

Dr. Nicholas Rallis, 
at the Center for Smiles, is 
offering trick-or-treaters 
the opportunity to bring in 
their candy and exchange it 
for cash and other prizes.

Rallis hopes his an-
nual Cash for Candy event 
will provide enough incen-
tive for kids to empty their 
buckets of candy for an op-
portunity to fill their piggy 
banks.

“Ditch the candy, that’s 
what we’re saying. Visiting 
the dentist twice a year and 
brushing daily are great 
preventative measures, but 
doing away with the excess 
sweets altogether really 
give teeth a healthy boost,” 
Rallis said.

Last year’s candy col-
lection was spoiled by Hur-
ricane Sandy, but Rallis 

hopes this year will be a 
success much like in years 
past. The center is exchang-
ing $1 for each pound of 
candy.

The benefits of limit-
ing sugar consumption do 
not just end with the teeth. 
Sugar has been linked to 

hyperactivity, weight gain, 
diabetes and accelerated 
aging. Global sugar con-
sumption by kids increases 
by 2 percent, or 50 tons an-
nually. Rallis and the Cen-
ter for Smiles is hoping to 
do its part to decrease that 
number.

The collected candy 
from the event will be 
shipped to U.S. troops over-
seas as part of Operation 
Gratitude, an organization 
that collects and sends care 
packages to troops deployed 
overseas. The hope is that 
the candy can give troops a 
little taste of the sweet life 
they have been missing.

The unopened candy 
will be collected starting 
the day after Halloween at 
the Center for Smiles, at 
209-20 35th Ave. in Bayside. 
Candy will be collected un-
til Nov. 3. The Center for 
Smiles urges local schools 
to participate as well. 

A dentist weighs Halloween 
candy in his office. 

AP Photo/The Herald Bulletin, John 
P. Cleary

Dentist in Bayside wants to collect 
Halloween candy to prevent cavities

TimesLedger staffer has work 
showcased in Sandy exhibit

Precious Pee Wees

www.preciouspeewees.com

Programs run by Joanne Marino, an early childhood teacher with 16 years experience.

GROWN UP & ME PROGRAM PRE-SCHOOL PREPARATION/ 
CHILD SEPARATION CLASSES

Children Birth to 
3 years old
$

$

2 to 4 year olds
$

or $200 for 

9:00am – 10:30am

CHILDREN’S PARTIES

A photograph of a beachfront home in Belle Harbor by 
TimesLedger photo editor Christina Santucci is among about 200 
images on display at the Museum of the City of New York. 

Continued on Page 66
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www.Amendolas.com

SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE
FREE

ESTIMATES

33% OFF

Proudly Made

on Long Island

1-800-BUY-FENCE

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

NO
INTEREST

FOR 24
MONTHS!

†

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD ON INSTALLED CUSTOM 
WOOD, PVC AND ORNAMENTAL ALUMINUM FENCING!†

UP 
TO

*

WHY
PAY 

MORE?

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntingon & Western 

Suffolk Areas
(631) 760-9790

†Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  *Discount valid on new installations only.  Qualified in-stock fencing only.  Savings on minimum purchase of $2900.00 or 
more.   Expires 11/7/2013.  See store for details.  †Based on quote from comparable competitor and quality.  Photos shown may not be included in sale offer.   Loan activation 
fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Sale price offer can not be combined with any other offers or discounts.   Not responsible for omissions or 

typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

1.866.6VAUGHN www.vaughn.edu

Open House
Saturday
November 9 and 16
10 a.m.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

-7
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
34

BT

BY BILL PARRY

The 5Pointz artists in 
Long Island City are mark-
ing another small victory 
in the lawsuit against G & 
M Realty and the planned 
demolition of the graffiti 
mecca.

Federal District Judge 
Frederic Block extended 
the temporary restrain-
ing order for another two 
weeks and has scheduled 
a hearing for Nov. 6. The 
main issue the judge has 
to decide is whether the 
350 murals that cover the 
old warehouse complex, at 
22-44 Jackson Ave. in Long 
Island City, are “transitory 
or permanent” works of 
art.

Lawyers for the artists 
had argued Oct. 17 that the 
murals should be protected 
under the 1990 Visual Arts 
Rights Acts. The lawyers 
for owner David Wolkoff 
countered with informa-
tion culled from the 5Pointz 

website that the artists cov-
ered up their own work to 
create more space for new 
ones.

The judge will also 
rule on whether to issue 
a preliminary injunction 
that would stop G & M Re-
alty from tearing down 
5Pointz until the lawsuit’s 
resolution.

“That’s something that 
could take a year or two,” 
said Jeannine Chanes, the 
lead attorney for the art-
ists.

The owners of 5Pointz 
received unanimous ap-
proval from the City Coun-
cil to raise the block-long 
complex of warehouses and 
factories to make way for a 
dual tower luxury residen-
tial and retail complex.

The extended TRO will 
give both sides a chance to 
line up witnesses, and there 
will be cross-examina-
tion, according to Chanes. 
“We’re very happy that the 
judge did the right thing. 

We’re glad to get a hear-
ing, but we have to make 
sure we take it one step at 
a time.”

David Wolkoff was not 
available for comment.

A new issue was en-
tered into the case Monday 

when Chanes lodged alle-
gations that Wolkoff had 
violated the TRO warning 
that the owners could not 

touch the artwork or pre-
pare the building for demo-
lition while the order was 
in effect, but construction 
workers were seen on the 
site Saturday and again 
Monday.

“It was a little surpris-
ing to see them there with 
their hardhats on carrying 
hammers and mallets,” said 
Marie Cecile Flandeul, the 
artists’ spokeswoman.“All 
of our visitors were puzzled 
as well.”

She was not sure what 
the workers were doing 
because they were in a re-
stricted area of the com-
pound.

“There was no friction 
between us and them,” she 
said, adding that “in fact 
they were laughing and 
taking pictures of 5Pointz 
and having a good time.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The graffiti artists at 5Pointz got a two-week extension on the temporary restraining order that buys 
them some time. Courtesy Ken Maldanado

Artists get new demolition delay at 5Pointz

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King High School Hosts College Fair
 Christ the King High School hosted its annual College Fair in the school’s cafeteria.  
More than 50 colleges were on hand providing information to students and their parents. 
Participating colleges that attended the College Fair included Adelphi University, CUNY, 
Fairleigh Dickenson, Iona College, New York University, Pace University, Rutgers University, 
Seton Hall University, St. John’s University, SUNY, University of Notre Dame, Siena College 
and Xavier University.

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 

curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 

is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 

Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 

Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda 

Evans, Trustee; ; Dolores St. Louis. Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, 

Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/.  Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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Photos by Nat Valentine

 Photos by Caroll Alvarado

Photos by Steven Malecki

 Photos by Ken Maldonado
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New Yorkers spend $1.2 BILLION per year in casinos 
in New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania.

Our money funds their schools, 
lowers their taxes, and sends 

our jobs out of state.

It’s time to bring 
that money back 

to New York.

Paid for by NY Jobs Now Cmte.

Your YES Vote on Proposal 1, the Constitutional Amendment 
for Casino Gaming, will allow us to:

 Create 10,000 new jobs

 Generate additional annual funding for our kids’ 
schools in EVERY school district in the state

 Deliver real property tax relief

Flip to the back of the ballot to vote YES on Proposal 1
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Two New York City firefight-
ers have gotten a second chance 
at running their Rockaway Beach 
business after it was destroyed 
during Hurricane Sandy.

Tim Keenan and Scott Ed-
wards said their shop, Surfside 
Bagels, at 95-11 Rockaway Blvd., 
was inundated with water during 
the storm, which destroyed all 
their equipment.

In the months following the 
tempest, the road to recovery had 
reached a standstill.

“It was almost nonexistent,” 
said Keenan, a Rockaway native 
who now lives in Whitestone, 
“We did not have enough funds to 
reopen.”

They said their biggest con-
cern was their employees.

“We still had another ca-
reer,” Edwards, who lives on 
Long Island, said. “But they lost 
their homes, clothes, car and now 
their job.”

After an attempt to file for a 
U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion loan proved unsuccessful, 
any hope for opening the bagel 

shop seemed like a lost cause.
That is, until they one day 

received an e-mail from a Long 
Island company that offered to fix 
up the store for free.

“We thought it was a scam,” 
Edwards said. “We thought there 

was no way someone would do-
nate their time, money and en-
ergy to help us out.”

The e-mail came from Front-
Street Facility Solutions, a com-
pany in Bohemia, that specializes 
in business management and con-

struction.
Joseph Scaretta, chief de-

velopment officer of FrontStreet, 
said the company reached out to 
the business as a gesture of social 
responsibility.

“We wanted to find a place 
that could bring back a sense of 
normalcy to the community,” he 
said. “Somewhere to get a cup of 
coffee or a bagel, the things we 
take for granted.”

In Keenan 
and Edwards 
Scaretta said he 
found two “good, 
deserving guys” who are happy to 
give back to the local community.

“These are the guys running 
into a burning building when ev-
erybody else is running out,” he 
said.

The two even used up a 
$10,000 credit line so they could 
continue to pay their employees 
after the storm, according to 
Scaretta.

The FrontStreet crew start-
ed work on the store in December. 
By February, Surfside Bagels had 
reopened.

“If Joe and FrontStreet didn’t 

come along, we’d still be like the 
rest of those businesses — still 
boarded up,” Edwards said.

On Tuesday, the one-year an-
niversary of the storm, Edwards 
and Keenan gave away free cof-
fee and bagels to their customers. 
They said business has not fully 
returned to the level before the 
storm, but seeing new customers 
in the store is a signal that the 
situation will improve.

Surfside Bagels was the 
first project of this nature 
that FrontStreet has worked 
on. The company now wants 

to help a business in the parts of 
Oklahoma ripped apart by deadly 
tornadoes earlier this year. Ed-
wards and Keenan will continue 
to be involved with future Front-
Street projects, including a young 
entrepreneur challenge which 
awards start-up funding to new 
businesses.

It all comes back to the com-
pany’s mission of social responsi-
bility.

“We want other people to see 
what we’re doing and replicate 
it,” Scaretta said.

Mark Lash (l. to r.), and Joseph Scaretta of FrontStreet Facility Solutions mark 
the first anniversary with Surfside Bagels co-owners Scott Edwards and Tim 
Keenan.  Photo by Bianca Fortis

Bagel shop celebrates recovery a year after storm

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Toddler through Eighth Grade

Please join us

Admissions Open House 
Sunday

November 3, 2013 
2:00PM

 

516.627.1910 ext. 2700
www.buckleycountryday.com

IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Buckley Country Day School
R E D E F I N I N G  L E A R N I N G

One Year Later
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Photos by Steven Malecki

Photos by Walter Karling

Photos by Walter Karling
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Pharmacies

BEFORE
Making sure your loved 

ones took the right 
medication at the right 

time was a tough job…

NOW
Taking the right 
prescription at the right 
time has never been 
easier with RxSync and 
onePAC packets!

12-65 150 Street, Whitestone, NY 11357
33-08 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105

No need for vials! 
Each prescription is pre-packed and ready 

to take without sorting and requires just ONE trip 
to the pharmacy each month

Introducing RxSync with onePAC

WE MANAGE YOUR MEDICATIONS SO YOU CAN MANAGE YOUR LIFE

888-271-8406 ext. 33
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 BY BILL PARRY

When 14-year-old Avonte 
Oquendo walked out of PS 277 
in Long Island City at 12:38 p.m. 
Oct. 4, he was heading in the di-
rection of the East River and the 
non-verbal autistic youth has not 
been seen since.

Speaking publicly for the 
first time nearly a month later, 
108th Precinct Capt. Brian Hen-
nessy convened his monthly com-
munity council meeting Tuesday 
night and detailed some of the as-
pects of the search that has taken 
over his officers’ lives.

“I’ve been down there 16 
hours a day since it happened,” 
the captain said. “His family is 
still out there, divers are still in 
the water and the helicopters are 
still in the sky.”

Everything that could be 
searched has been searched 
repeatedly, from dumpsters to 
clothing drops, subway and train 
yards, abandoned buildings and 
cars.

“Thousands and thousands 
of hours of videotape from secu-

rity cameras from every building 
have been examined,” said Hen-
nessy, “and we keep looking at 
more video all the time. There’s 

no sign of him.”
The 108th Precinct covers 

a huge tract of western Queens, 
including Long Island City, Sun-

nyside and Woodside. While 
supplemental resources from out-
side the 108th have helped in the 
search, the burden falls mainly 

on his officers.
“It doesn’t affect coverage 

of our patrol throughout the pre-
cinct area. We use every officer 
who has other duties like serving 
warrants, school safety officers 
and such,” explained the captain, 
adding that “we maintain our 
usual 28 cops on patrol on each 
shift.”

The search has been aug-
mented by concerned citizens 
from throughout the community.

Hennessy, born and raised 
in Queens, said, “You get a real 
appreciation for the hundreds of 
young people from LaGuardia 
Community College, civic groups 
and volunteers from all the neigh-
borhoods and the Guardian An-
gels, too.”

He said tips continue to pour 
in and have led to the discovery 
of three other missing children, 
two in other precincts and one in 
New Jersey.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal or by 
phone at 718-260-4538.

Captain Brian Hennessy (second from l.) with officers of the 108th Precinct. They have the lead in the search for Avante 
Oquendo. Photo by  Bill Parry

108th Precinct addresses child missing from LIC

SAFEGUARDING OUR FAMILIES
In the Legislature, Rory voted for longer 
prison sentences for sex offenders and passed 
the law creating electronic safety alerts for 
families when a sex offender moves nearby.

LOWERING MIDDLE-CLASS TAX RATES
In the Legislature, Rory voted to cut state 
income tax rates to their lowest level since 
1953. In the City Council, he will work to 
keep taxes and fees as low as possible.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE
In the City Council, Rory will work for smaller 
class sizes and adequate resources so schools 
can give our children the education they need 
for the future they deserve.

KEEPING FAMILIES HEALTHY
Rory led the fight to stop City Hall from 
selling Queens Hospital Center and passed 
a law to make it harder to close hospitals 
and clinics in our community.

WHEN OUR NEIGHBORS, COMMUNITY LEADERS, BUSINESS 
AND LABOR AGREE, THE CHOICE FOR CITY COUNCIL IS EASY.
In the City Council, Rory Lancman will make our community stronger  
because it is what he has always done.

CHANGE DOESN’T STOP WITH A NEW MAYOR. THIS TUESDAY PLEASE MAKE SURE TO VOTE RORY LANCMAN FOR CITY COUNCIL.

LANLANCLANCALAN -2-2013-13-10-10016A16AA
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That’s what Life Essentials® 
is all about.

Shaping big dreams,
big hearts 

and even bigger smiles.

Kiddie Academy® of Flushing
718.888.9499

kiddieacademy.com/flushing

Kiddie Academy® of Whitestone
718.747.5555

kiddieacademy.com/whitestone

A “20 MINUTE TOUR” is all you need!

FREE REGISTRATION!
 

CURRICULUM  TECHNOLOGY  HEALTH & FITNESS  CHARACTER

®.

Our Technicians 
Are Proven Pros 

With Certifi cation 
From ASE And 

N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS
INSPECTION

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto 
Repair Service Station 

Please Call 
The BBB (212) 533-6200 

MEMBER OF 
BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

FALL SPECIAL
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only 

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 

Add $10

Most Foreign & 

Domestic Cars 

Includes:  

IO Point Safety 

Check and Up To 5 

Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 12.1.13

$20 

Additional For 

Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 12.1.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 12.1.13

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 12.1.13

Serving

Bayside 

For Over

25 Years
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Hoping to shed New 
York’s reputation as a tax-
heavy place that sends 
startups to places like Cali-
fornia, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo last week announced 
Jamaica’s York College will 
be one of a number of ha-
vens across the state where 
new and high-tech busi-
nesses can work tax-free for 
the next decade.

“In a tax-free environ-
ment, no one can match 
what New York has to offer,” 
Cuomo said. “Businesses 
that are looking to start up 
or expand, and most impor-
tantly create jobs, should 
look no further.”

New York is a pow-
erhouse when it comes to 
producing new tech com-
panies, but is not so great 
at keeping them. The state 
ranks second across the 
country in terms of high-
tech startups, but 75 per-

cent of them leave before 
five years, often wooed to 
areas with lower taxes.

A 2010 report by a task 
force convened to study di-
versifying the state’s econ-
omy by leveraging partner-
ship between industry and 
academia found that New 
York’s universities spent 

$4 billion a year — second 
only to those in California 
— on research, but only 4.6 
percent of that spending 
came from industry.

In order to spur innova-
tion, Cuomo came up with 
the SUNY Tax-free Areas to 
Revitalize and Transform 
Upstate NY and, despite 

the name, the program is 
setting up a tax-free zone at 
one City University of New 
York campus in each of the 
five boroughs.

Companies that par-
ticipate in the program will 
pay no taxes for 10 years, 
while their employees will 
pay no income taxes for the 

first five years.
In the city, the program 

is restricted to startups 
and high-tech companies. 
Certain kinds of companies 
are banned, such as retail 
and wholesale businesses, 
restaurants and hospital-
ity, professional practices 
like law firms and energy 

production as well as dis-
tribution companies.

York Vice President 
Ronald Thomas said there 
is a 5-acre plot of land on the 
college’s campus that could 
house an incubator that 
would feed off the school’s 
intellectual capital.

York is home to CU-
NY’s aviation institute and 
has a partnership with the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration, which has its re-
gional office on the college 
campus.

“One could conceiv-
ably see an incubator in lo-
gistics and transportation 
management,” Thomas 
said, noting that the proj-
ect was still in its infancy. 
“It’s quite exciting, frankly, 
the thought of southeast 
Queens being home to busi-
nesses created by the local 
community and beyond.”

York College is going to be a tax-free zone state authorities hope will grow New York’s high-tech economy.

York College to be Queens’ new tax-free biz incubator
Cuomo administration hopes zones across Empire State will help grow high-tech economy

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

300 Jay Street 
Downtown BrooklynSunday 11/10  10 am-3 pm 

www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

OPEN
 HOUSE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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Individuals with arthritis are of-
ten stuck between a rock and a 
hard place. Doctors want people 

to exercise to keep up the range of mo-
tion in affected joints. However, even 
some limited movements can cause 
pain and suffering to those with ar-
thritis. Furthermore, individuals 
with arthritis may shy away from the 
activities they once enjoyed because 
the pain is simply too overwhelming.

Instead of simply sitting on the 
couch watching television, there are 
a number of different things arthri-
tis sufferers can do to pass the time 
and reconnect with past hobbies and 
interests. It might just take a little re-
outfi tting of the tools that are needed 
to participate.

Gardening
Gardening is a popular pastime 

for people of all ages. But the repeti-
tive motions of digging and tilling 
— as well as gripping a multitude 
of tools — can take the joy out of the 
hobby. People with arthritis can make 
some changes. Raised garden beds or 
container gardening eliminates the 
stooping and bending associated with 
traditional gardening. With contain-
ers, individuals can place the contain-
ers on a counter or table and do all the 
work at a comfortable height.

Choosing low-maintenance plants 
is another option. Plants that don’t 
require as much pruning or repot-
ting are good for those with arthritis. 
Also, look for tools with larger grips 
and handles to be easier on arthritic 
hands.

Crafting
Many people with arthritis fi nd 

the fi ne-detail work they grew accus-
tomed to is not very comfortable with 
arthritis. Instead, there are many 
other crafts that can be practical.

Ceramics are one craft where 
the activity can also be the exercise. 
Using a pottery wheel or hand-mold-
ing doughs and other modeling me-
dia can be a way to stretch and work 
the hands and fi ngers. Using paint-
brushes equipped with wider grips 
can make painting possible.

Mural painting is another op-
tion. Again, those with arthritis 
can choose tools with wide handles 
to make grasping easier. Large de-
signs on walls or canvases will 
be easier to handle than smaller 
pieces.

Cooking
Cooking and baking is an art 

form that can be enjoyed by any-
one. Furthermore, with ergonomic 
spoons, ladles and other kitchen 
tools, it has never been more conve-
nient or less labor-intensive to be an 
accomplished home chef. 

Baking and pastry creation is 
one area where people can show off 
creative skills. For those who love 
to bake but have trouble kneading 
and working dough, food proces-
sors, bread machines and kitchen 
stand mixers can take the work out 
of those processes.

Cooking is not only a rewarding 
hobby but also an activity that can 
benefi t the household.

Having arthritis doesn’t mean 
a person has to give up on the ac-
tivities he or she enjoys. It merely 
involves a few tweaks that can still 
make these hobbies enjoyable.  

FOR ARTHRITIS 
SUFFERERS

Hobbies 
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Few children, even 
adult children, 
are ever prepared 

enough to help a par-
ent deal with the loss of a 
spouse. In addition to cop-
ing with their own loss of 
a parent, many adults must 
fi nd a way to help a parent 
who just lost the love of his 
or her life.

While it is never easy 
helping a parent in such a 
situation, there are ways 
to help a parent cope with 
such a signifi cant loss.

Be mindful of your 
parent’s health 

Sadly, a common side 
effect of losing a spouse is 
showing less interest in one’s 
own health. Kids must make 
sure their parents continue 
to eat regularly. Invite your 
parent over for dinner a cou-
ple of nights a week, and go 
over to your parent’s home 
for dinner a couple of ad-
ditional nights. If you have 
siblings, share this responsi-
bility. Also, you can cook for 
your parent just like he or 
she used to cook for you.

While physical health 

is important, be sure your 
parent maintains his or her 
mental health as well. De-
pression is common among 
those who have lost a loved 
one, so ask your parent about 
her feelings, and if she is 
getting enough sleep. If you 
have your own kids, bring 
them over whenever pos-
sible. Nothing puts a bigger 
smile on a grandparent’s 
face than the sight of his or 
her grandchildren.

Allow them some 
space to be 
themselves 

While you might want 
to stay as close as possible 
to your parent, you also 
need to give her some space 
to be herself. Your parent 
just lost her spouse, and it’s 
perfectly natural for her to 
want some time alone. Af-
ford her this opportunity, 
but be mindful to check in 
with her regularly and not 
allow her to spend too much 
time alone.

Engage your parent 
as much as possible 

When both your par-

ents were still alive, you 
might not have invited 
them along to the movies 
or when taking your own 
kids to a sporting event. 
However, it’s important to 
engage your parent in such 
activities now, as she might 
not get a chance to do such 
things otherwise. 

Another way to engage 
your parent is to talk to 
her about current events or 
even books you have been 
reading. Doing so will help 
her stay mentally sharp, 
and you will no doubt ben-
efi t as well from her point 
of view.

Take a trip with your 
parent. 

Initially, your parent 
might be reluctant to travel, 
especially of she had travel 
plans or dreams with her 
spouse. However, over time 
your parent will no doubt 
enjoy the prospect of travel-
ing with the family, and it 
can be an enjoyable experi-
ence for everyone involved.  

How to help a parent cope 
with the loss of a spouse

ELDERCARE TODAY

www.TimesLedger.com
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO
JAMAICA HOSPITAL

The many 
roads that make 

up our community are 
the same roads that lead to 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. 
As your neighbor, our wide variety of 

clinical services are always available to 
you and your family.

Learn More About our Many Quality Services Including
Emergency Medicine • Cardiology • Pulmonary Medicine • Ambulatory Care

Advanced Radiology Services • Sleep Center • Obstetrics and Gynecology • Pediatrics
By Calling us at 718-206-6000 or Visit our Website at www.jamaicahospital.org
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many changes 
– especially if your loved one is visually impaired. 
But one thing that doesn’t have to change is your 
doctor. With GuildNet’s long term care plans, 
your loved ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his doctor, 
and his independence.

Ready to enjoy a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer 
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profi t senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fi tness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about 
United Lifeline — our personal 
emergency response service gives 
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living, 
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.fl ushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056741

Find us on

The cold weather 
brings with it a sea-
son of smiles, the 

fi rst snowfalls and, unfor-
tunately, cold and fl u out-
breaks. While everyone else 
is suffering, there are ways 
you can make it through 
the season unscathed.

It is estimated that a bil-
lion people across North 
America will succumb to 
the cold virus this year, 
says Medline. Considering 
there is no cure for cold 
and fl u viruses, prevention 
remains a person’s best op-
tion at fending off cold and 
fl u, especially for seniors. 
There are different precau-
tions to take that can help 
protect you against get-
ting sick or at least reduce 
the frequency and sever-
ity with which cold and fl u 
strikes.

Although there is no 
magic pill to take that will 
prevent you from catching 

a cold or the fl u, there are 
ways to improve your odds.

Wash your hands 
the right way 

Washing your hands fre-
quently remains the single-
best way to keep viruses 
and bacteria that can make 
you sick from infi ltrating 
the body. Washing your 
hands for at least 20 sec-
onds can effectively remove 
any dirt, grime and invis-
ible invaders.

Skip antibacterial 
products 

Because colds and the 
fl u are the result of viruses, 
which are different in be-
havior and structure from 
bacteria, they will not be 
killed off with the use of an-
tibacterial products. What 
you may succeed in doing 
is killing off any benefi cial 
bacteria on your hands as 
well as creating resistant 

bacteria that form with 
over-use of antibiotics and 
antibacterial products.

Get the flu shot. 
There is no vaccination 

to prevent the common 
cold, but there are immuni-
zations that can help reduce 
your risk of getting the fl u 
or help minimize its sever-
ity. Doctors’ offi ces, clinics, 
and even pharmacies all of-
fer annual fl u shots.

Use sanitizer on 
items around the 
house. 

Surfaces that are fre-
quently touched should be 
wiped down with a disin-
fectant product. A bleach-
and-water solution is an ef-
fective sanitizer. Surfaces 
to sanitize include phones, 
doorknobs, light switches, 
remote controls, computer 
keyboards, faucets, toys, 
and countertops.

Stay healthy when the new season 
of sneezes and sniffles arrives

ELDERCARE TODAY
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When he attempts to explain what 
Astoria’s TDF Costume Collection does, 
Executive Director Stephen Cabral likes to 
tell the story of an outfit once worn by an 
opera legend. 

The dress, which included a label stat-
ing it was the property of the Metropolitan 
Opera and had been worn by Beverly Sills, 
was part of an order Cabral shipped to an 
amateur theater company. Within days of 
sending it, Cabral received a call from the 
show’s costumer. 

“It turns out the girl wearing the dress 
in the show was an opera singer,” Cabral 
said. “And when she sees the label, she just 
bursts out crying. She can’t believe she is 
going to wear something that Beverly Sills 
wore. Some of these things are amazing. If 
these clothes could talk.”

The roughly 80,000 pieces likely would 
create a thunderous roar in their basement 
home at Kaufman Astoria Studios trading 
anecdotes of a life on stage hanging with 
the likes of Joel Grey, Lena Horne and Pla-
cidio Domingo.

Part of the Theater Development Fund, 
the group that runs the half-price TKTS 
booth in Times Square, the TDF Costume 
Collection has been collecting and renting 
theatrical costumes to professional and 
amateur performing groups, commercial 
directors and TV shows for more than 40 
years. 

“Last year we rented close to 1,000 pro-
ductions in 36 states,” Cabral said. “They 
utilized over 10,000 costumes.”

The collection traces its history to the 
late 1960s when the Met prepared to move 
from its Midtown theater to the then-newly 
constructed Lincoln Center. It turned 

out the opera wasn’t keen on schlepping 
costumes and sets uptown. Met admin-
istrators contacted the New York State 
Arts Council to see if it was interested in 
a wardrobe donation and Albany agreed, 
Cabral said. 

“They did it for awhile but by that 
point TDF was a big name in town be-
cause of the booth, so they approached us,” 
Cabral said. 

For a couple of years, TDF ran the 
costume rental business out of a spot near 
Columbia University, but as more people 
heard about it, donations continued to 
pour in. A second larger location was se-
cured on West 26th Street and served as the 
collection’s home for more than 30 years, 
Cabral said. Eventually the non-profit got 
squeezed out of the Chelsea rental market 
and made the move to Astoria in November 
2011.

“The transition from Manhattan to 
Queens has been great,” Cabral said. “It 
has just been ideal. So many people are 
filming here and when they pack up and 
leave, there are costumes they don’t want. 
They donate them to us.”

The Met continues to donate costumes 
to the collection as well as performers and 
other individuals. Ironically, very few 
outfits from Broadway find their way to 
Astoria. Cabral said that is because of the 
financial nature of the business. 

“If a show is a hit, after it closes it will 
go on tour and they will take the original 
costumes along as backups,” Cabral said. 
“And if a show is a bomb, the producers 
will look to make back any money and sell 
everything related to the show.”

Sometimes, however, if a show is still 
in previews and a scene or just a specific 
outfit is cut from the production, it may 
find its way to Cabral. 

The TDF Costume Collection does not 
purchase anything, Cabral said. It relies on, 

Astoria’s place 
to play dress upAstoria’s place 
to play dress up

TDF Costume Collection rents theatrical clothing 

to performance companies around the country

Stephen Cabral (second from l.) and 
staff members show off some of 
the outfits available to rent to the 
TDF Costume Collection in Astoria. 

Photo courtesy TDF Costume Collection

Continued on Page 52
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Answers in Sports

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

IT’S A NEW DAY AT THE QUEENS MUSEUM
Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) along with fellow politicians and Queens Museum board mem-
bers (above) cut the ribbon on the museum’s new expansion. The first solo exhibition (at 
right) in the museum’s newly expanded gallery went to Peter Schumann and his show titled 
“The Shatterer.” On Saturday, Nov. 9, the Queens Museum officially reopens to the public. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$5 OFF
Your Check Of 
$30 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

FREE ORDER 
FRIED OREOS
Your Check Of 
$50 Or More

($4.95 Value) Cannot Be 
Combined With Other Offers.

$10 OFF
Your Check Of 
$60 Or More

Cannot Be Combined 
With Other Offers.

39-35 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY

(718) 224-7455
www.DalessandrosCornerGrill.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11-11
Fri. 11-Midnight
Sat. 12-Midnight

Sun. 12-10

NOW SERVING BEER & WINE

Free Delivery

 

with Purchase of 
any Complete Meal 

Monday-Friday 

11am-3pm

Lunch Special

Things are confusing enough 
without having to turn the clock 
back this weekend, but I guess 
we have to. The extra hour gives 
me more of a chance to savor my 
Halloween trick-or-treat haul, 
while adding on another pound 
or two and watching lots of thin 
and healthy people run the NYC 
marathon.  

But let me return to the local 
theater scene to see what’s hap-
pening.

Long Island City, the hottest 
neighborhood in Queens, gives 
our borough the best chance to be 
a cultural hub. In Brooklyn, Fort 
Greene is thriving – its latest addi-
tion is Theatre for a New Audi-

ence, which now has a permanent 
home after more than 30 years of 
renting in various churches and 
schools.  Even Manhattan, the 

center of our theater universe, 
has plans for more Off-Broadway 
spaces early next year with three 
theaters from 99 to 249 seats on 
Eighth Avenue near 39th Street.

One of the leaders of the LIC 
renaissance is The Chain The-

atre run by the inventive and 
energetic duo of Rich Ferriaoli 
and Kirk Gostowski.  (I profiled 
that enterprise in last January’s 
column for those who want to 
check out the archives.)  Coming 
this month is the fourth annual 
Harvest Festival, produced by 
Variations Theatre Group, 10 
days of performances of 20 short 
pieces.  Before that the Chain 
was home to an original play 
titled “Pirira,” and in August it 
had its first Annual Film Festi-
val.

Just north of LIC is the award-
winning Astoria Performing 

Arts Center, working out of the 
Good Shepard United Methodist 
Church on Crescent Street.  For 
three weeks starting on Nov. 7, 
it presents the world premiere of 
“The Cottage,” by Sandy Rustin, 
described as a “rollicking farce” 
about sex and betrayal.

The rest of Queens, with 
rare exceptions, offers more tra-
ditional theater, that is, plays 
and musicals you know and may 
have seen before. A good example 
is the popular and community-
minded Theatre by the Bay, at the 
Bay Terrace Jewish Center, with 
two classic musicals this season 
– “Guys and Dolls” opens Nov. 
2, and in the spring, “Anything 
Goes.”  Larry Bloom, the guiding 
force of this group, recently dis-
played his playwrighting creden-
tials with a staged reading of his 
drama “Resistance” set in 1946 
Palestine.

Douglaston Community 

Theatre keeps on going as the old-
est theater company in Queens, 
more than 60 years worth, and 
now presents a late change in 
plans with the comedy/drama  
“Daughters,” by John Morgan 

Evans.  Over on Union Turnpike 
at the Grace Lutheran Church, 
the Parkside Players are rush-
ing the season with “A Christmas 
Carol.”

Saint Luke’s Church in For-
est Hills is celebrating its 100th 

Curtain rises on Queens’ fall season of theater
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Joe Rand (l.) as Benny Southstreet and Mark Solkoff as Nicely-Nicely Johnson in 
Theatre By The Bay’s production of “Guys & Dolls.” Photo courtesy Larry Bloom Continued on Page 54
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 30. Genealogistís concern 

 31. Precedes oil 

 32. Congressional appendage 

 34. Support 

 37. Fictional Detective Charlie 

 38. Dry 

 40. Brutal 

 41. Quixote & others 

 43. Pace 

 44. Hound 

 46. Looks for 

 47. A long way away 

 48. Salary 

 49. Prayer ending 

 50. Deceiver 

 52. Halo 

 53. Garden spots 

 55. Swerve off course 

 56. Deuce 

 57. Biblical word 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

November 1-7, 2013

By Ed Canty

All in The Family
Across

 1. Couch
 5. Foy, for one 
 10. Half:prefix 
 14. Mild exclamation 
 15. Weak 
 16. Mr. Clapton 
 17. Weapons 
 18. Smith, e.g. 
 20. Garland
 21. Hints 
 22. Desert havens 
 23. Vassal 
 25. Close 
 27. Happy occassion 
 29. Legal word:Var. 
 33. Real estate measures 
 34. Girders 
 35. Muhammad ____ 
 36. Greek walk 
 37. Spasm 
 38. Surrounded by 
 39. In addition 
 40. Pursue 
 41. Ambition 
 42. Competition between 
nations 
44. Teakettle, e.g. 
45. Melody 
46. Hall of Famer Koufax 
47. Mindful 
50. Fewer 
51. Bill 
54. Michael J. Fox show 
57. Faithful 
 58. Worn 
59. Conscious 
60. Group of cattle 
61. Actress Russo 
62. Poorest 
63. Affirmative votes 

Down
 1. Clapper at times 
 2. Monster 
 3. Den 
 4. Classified blurbs 
 5. Likeness of a person 
 6. Place casually 
 7. Barriers 
 8. XX minus XVII 
 9. Wing 
10. Upper house 
 11. Time periods 
 12. Role player 
 13. Sorbets 
 19. Comes before truly 
 21. Midafternoon meals 
 24. Concept 
 25. State of dishonor 
 26. Marijuana source 
 27. Linguini, e.g. 
 28. Humphrey Bogart, e.g. 
 29. Taunt 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FOR THE BIRDS
B A R S S T R A P P R I M
L U A U T H E I R A O N E
O T I C E A G L E S C O U T
C O N C E P T S H E S S E

E R I C A V E R T E D
P I G E O N H O L E D
L O R D S G O E S A D D
O W E S C E L T S A L E E
W A Y S O R E L L A M A

C A R D I N A L S I N
S C H O O L S N O U N
U R B A N L A I D I N T O
G O O S E B U M P S G O O D
A C M E C A N O E H A R D
R E B S C L O D S T H I S

rockawayartistsalliance.org

Silent Beaches, Untold 
Stories: New York City’s 
Forgotten Waterfront — An 
interdisciplinary exhibition 
exploring the city’s waterfront 
areas that are remote, 
neglected or little known to the 
public.
When: Through Nov. 9; Tuesday 
- Friday, 10 am - 5 pm; Saturday, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: St. John’s University, Dr. 
M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

MUSIC

Trumpeters of Queens — A new 
series honoring the trumpet-
playing legends like Louis 
Armstrong and Dizzy Gillespie 
who called Queens home. Josh 
Deutsch and Miki Hirose perform 
at the inaugural show. 
When: Friday, Nov. 8, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-

35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, $10/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Giada Valenti “From Venice 
With Love” — The singer and 
her six-piece band will perform 
American and Italian songs 
from the’60s, ’70s and ’80s, as 
well as contemporary hits.
When: Sunday, Nov. 10, at 5 pm

Where: Little Theater at St. 
John’s University, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: $45, $35 and $25
Website: www.giadavalenti.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — The 
Rockaway Artists Alliance’ show 
encompasses all media and 
explores artists’ views of Super 
Storm Sandy. 
When: Through Nov. 24, 
Saturday and Sunday, Noon to 
4 pm
Where: Rockaway Artists 
Alliance, 260 Beach 116th St., 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: www.

well, the kindness of strang-
ers to keep its two rooms 
containing 20 aisles of racks 
— stacked three high — 
stocked. Costumes are also 
sent out as is, Cabral said. 
TDF does not repair or alter 
any of its donations. 

All of this helps keep 
the prices affordable, 
Cabral said. 

Costs vary depending 
upon whether the group is 
for-profit or not and also 
how long the run of the 
show is expected to be. A 
costumer may only need 
a late 19th-century man’s 
jacket and could rent it for 
$45, Cabral said. But some-
one who qualifies for that 
lowest pricing tier — a 99-
seat theater planning one 
week of shows — would be 
able to get a suit, shirt, tie, 
overcoat, shoes, hats and 
gloves for the same $45. 

“We rent by the com-
plete look,” Cabral said, 
“whatever makes one com-
plete look from head-to-toe 
that one person could logi-
cally wear at one time.”

Clothing is organized 
by time period or item 
type: Medieval and Gothic 
dresses hang across from 
a dozen or so 19th-century 
tailcoats. 

Customers are handed 
a map of the store’s layout 
when they arrive and lo-
cate items for themselves. 
Because a lot of the cloth-
ing was made for the stage, 
very few items include la-
bels with the size printed 
on it. A dozen or so dress 

forms provide guidelines, 
and some costumers make 
use of the two dressing 
rooms and have fittings 
with cast members in the 
store, Cabral said. 

Clients range from 
Tony Award-winning cos-
tume designers to parent 
volunteers helping with the 
a high school production 
of “The Sound of Music,” 
Cabral said. 

But you don’t have 
to be in the market for an 
outfit to check the place 
out. Cabral offers $5-per-
person tours and regularly 
hosts women’s groups and 
high school drama clubs, 
he said. For those outings 
he dips into the special col-
lections room and pulls out 
items donated by the celeb-
rities who used them.

“The high school kids 
want to see the apron worn 
by [“Glee” star] Lea Mi-
chelle,” Cabral said. “The 
adults want to look at the 
dress from Lena Horne or 
the piece Bob Mackie cre-
ated for Linda Lavin.”

Although it’s hard to la-
bel just what exactly Cabral 

and his staff do, he calls it 
part library, part rental car 
place, they are one of a few 
such businesses left in the 
New York Metro area, let 
alone the country. 

It also serves as a ware-
house for the history of cos-
tuming particularly when 
it comes to the classics. 
Where once, any costumer 
looking to outfit a produc-
tion of “Macbeth” or “A 
Doll’s House” would create 
a look to mimic every other 
production before it, today 
anything goes, Cabral said. 

“There was a time 
when the collection felt like 
a museum, a lot of heavy 
robes and dark dresses,” 
Cabral said. “Now today 
everything is much more 
flexible. It has evolved as 
productions have evolved 
over time.”

For more information 
on TDF’s Costume Collec-
tion, check out its website at 
www.tdf.org/costumes.

Contact news editor 
Kevin Zimmerman at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260-4541.

Costumes
Continued from Page 49

Outfits are organized by time period at the TDF Costume 
Collection located at Kaufman Astoria Studios. 

Photo courtesy TDF Costume Collection

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
academics/centers/yehgallery

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 
Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322

Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Flushing Creek into Bowery 
Bay, Selections from the Islands 
of New York — This exhibit 
features photographs by Fulbright 
Fellow Accra Shepp exploring the 
waterways of the City. 
When: Nov. 16 through Jan. 12, 2014, 
Opening reception Nov. 16 at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested admission, 
Free/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org
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11-01 43RD AVE. LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000    WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

FLAT SCREEN TV’S // GREAT FOOD AND DRINKS 
PRIVATE PARTY SPACE // LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

SUNDAY/MONDAY FOOTBALL GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS WITH A 
SELECTION OF WINGS, NACHOS, BURGERS, CHILI, SALADS & MORE...

Happy Hour from 5-8pm  
Monday-Friday

ROOFTOP BAR
SUBTERRANEAN LOUNGE

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

It’s impossible to put 
a dollar amount on any of 
Dave Smith’s paintings, 
mostly because the Astoria 
artist only gives his work 
away.

“I decided not to sell 
the art,” Smith, 31, said. 
“For me, it’s about having 
fun and making people 
happy. You can’t buy my 
art, you can only receive it 
as a gift.”

Smith, a Queens trans-
plant from Canada via 
Wisconsin, has always ex-
pressed his creative side 
through art and music. 
He’s even been a member 
in dozens of bands, which 
allowed him the chance to 
play his fair share of half-
empty clubs. 

Part of being an art-
ist is communicating your 
point of view to others, 
Smith said. 

“It was like pulling 
teeth to get anybody to the 

shows,” Smith said. 
He decided if he 

couldn’t get people to come 
see his art, he would send 
his creations out to the 
world. 

This past spring, Smith 
made 40 paintings with the 
intention of handing them 

out to a few friends. The 
art-giveaway proved to be a 
huge hit with his pals, who 
clamored for more. So, this 
software developer decided 
to up the stakes.

“I know a thing or 
two about engineering and 
scale,” Smith said. “After 

my friends’ satisfying reac-
tions, I thought it would be 
fun to attempt something 
much bigger.”

Smith quit his job, 
hired an assistant and 
spent the summer creat-
ing 5,000 paintings, which 
he then proceeded to give 
away. 

During the summer, 
Smith started out paint-
ing portraits but quickly 
moved onto other subjects, 
including giant cicadas, 
black cobras and burning 
ships at sea, among other 
things. 

The clean designs cre-
ated on cardboard canvas-
es overflow with vibrant 
pinks, blues and yellows. 

“There’s a lot going on 
in them,” Smith said about 
his paintings. “It’s compel-
ling stuff but I also want to 
make people happy.”

Some went to friends, 
others were handed out 
at various events around 

Astoria artist creates works to share (literally) with the world
Once completed, Dave Smith’s paintings are given away or hung around town for anyone to take

Pictured left, Artist Dave Smith pictured with some of his paint-
ings he gave away last weekend. Dave Smith made about 100 cop-
ies of “Sea Fire,” which shows an old-time paddle boat in flames 
on the water. Photo courtesy Dave Smith

Continued on Page 54
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718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

SERVING GLUTEN-FREE PASTA 
UPON REQUEST

ENJOY LUNCH AND 
DINNER ON THE 

WHITESTONE WATERFRONT
FRIDAY NIGHT 

Happy Hour Specials 4–7PM

FINE DINING 

FRIDAY 7-10PM SUNDAY 6:30-9PM

SATURDAY 
7-10PM

LIVE MUSIC

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

anniversary, and since 
1971 has been home to The 
Gingerbread Players.  Also 
opening Nov. 2 is “Love’s 
Labour’s Lost” by a man 
with a way with words, 
William Shakespeare, 

along with original music 
by local resident William 
Ryden.  The troupe offers 
an annual variety of mu-
sical concerts, readings, 
vocal and instrumental re-
citals, plus two major the-
atrical productions.  In the 
fall it’s a classic, and in the 
spring usually a “family-
oriented” musical.  All this 

for a ticket donation of $12, 
and gingerbread available 
at intermission.

Once again I welcome 
comments and suggestions 
from you theater people 
and groups out there.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBHOFC@gmail.com.

Hellman
Continued from Page 51

town and some were hung 
around Astoria available 
to anyone who picked them 
up.

“It’s impossible to say 
exactly, but by now, thou-
sands of people have my 
paintings,” Smith said. 
“I reached a much larger 
audience than I ever have 
before.”

But the images are only 
half of Smith’s artwork. 

On the back of each 
Smith has included hand-
written essays, poems and 
stories to further connect 
with his audience. 

Originally Smith 
wanted to create images 

that were so compelling 
passers-by could not help 
but take them. Then, when 
they looked closer, they 
would read some of his au-
tobiographical poetry, pro-
gressive propaganda about 
public policy and anti-war 
stories. 

“In a way, my art is all 
about trying to communi-
cate,” Smith said.

For example, he said, 
sharing is a theme through-
out his art. It’s an obvious 
point when the artwork is 
given away, but it is some-
thing he also writes about 
in his poetry and essays. 

“Let’s bring it back 
to kindergarten basics,” 
Smith said. “Share. Tell 
each other stupid stories. 
Have fun with it. That’s 

how you relate to people.”
This past weekend, 

Smith held an event at LIC 
Kleaners, a boutique spe-
cializing in skateboarder 
apparel on Broadway, 
where he handed out most 
of the paintings. 

And with that, Smith’s 
great art experiment is 
over for now. 

“Since I ran out of 
money and had to go back to 
work, I haven’t had the time 
or the resources to make 
anywhere near the same vol-
ume of art,” Smith said. “So 
this is a rare event, not likely 
to be repeated for years.”

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at 718-260-
4541 or by email at kzimmer-
man@cnglocal.com.

Share
Continued from Page 53
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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BT

For 2014, here are highlights of our in-network(2) benefits compared to Original Medicare.
 

Benefit 
 

Original 
Medicare(3) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage without 

Rx (HMO-POS) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS) 

 

*Fidelis Medicare $0 
Premium (HMO) 

Monthly Plan  
Premium (1) 

$104.90 $0 $37.20 $0 

Flex Benefit None None $500 per year $100 per year 
Part B Deductible $147 None None None 
PCP Copay 20% $10 $0 $15 
Specialist Copay 20% $20 $0 $25 
Outpatient Surgery in a 
Hospital 

20% $285  $285 $285 

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical Center 

20% $285 $285 $285 

Lab Tests 0% - 20% 0%-20% 0%   0%-20% 
X-rays 20% $10 $10 $10 
Preventive Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
MRIs, CT Scans, PET 
Scans 

20% 20% 20% 20% 

Inpatient Copay $1,184 $285 per day for 
days 1-5,  

per admission 

$285 per day for days 
1-5, 

per admission 

$285 per day for days 1-5, 
per admission 

Part D Prescription Drug 
Coverage 

No No Yes, with $0 deductible 
for preferred and  

non-preferred generics 

Yes, with $0 deductible 

Preventive Dental  None None Yes Yes 

New Medicare plans for 2014!

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week from October 1 to February 14, and Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. from February 15 through September 30

Enroll anytime at fideliscare.org
The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply.
Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. 1You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium.
2Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. 3These are 2013 amounts and may change for 2014.

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract         H3328_FC 13097 CMS Accepted

The Benefits
You Care About...
Are Right Here.

Back to School
 

 

BY JOE ANUTA

A 39-year-old man took road 

rage a bit too far in downtown 

Flushing last weekend when he 

allegedly claimed to be an NYPD 

officer and shot someone over a 

parking space, court documents 

revealed.
The transit hub is known 

for its clogged thoroughfares and 

lack of parking, and last Saturday 

night Ji Feng Tian apparently had 

been eyeing a spot near the corner 

ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY PHIL CORSO

Parking along Bell Boule-

vard has become a microcosm 

of what busy business districts 

throughout the city have been 

struggling to address because of 

consistently inconsistent Muni-

Meters, community leaders said.

In Bayside particularly, Com-

munity Board 11 District Man-

ager Susan Seinfeld said she has 

fielded complaints from residents 

who park their car only to walk 

up and down the boulevard to 

find a meter that works. And even 

if they do work, there are times 

when machines run out of receipt 

paper and leave drivers stranded 

without a ticket after already pay-

ing for one, she said.

It is an issue that Seinfeld 

said comes up at her own board 

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43

A CNG Publication Vol. 79 No. 27 

56 total pages

Motorist shot
in feud over
parking spot

Bayside battles fi ckle muni- meters

CATS 
For 

MAYOR cats2013.com
Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

QGuide Pages 37-42Guide Guide Pages 37-42Pages 37-42

From LIC 
to Cannes

THE NEWSPAPER OF FLUSHING, AUBURNDALE, KEW GARDENS HILLS & FRESH MEADOWS

Jun. 28-Jul. 4, 2013

cents

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

cats2013.com

CATS 
For 

MAYOR

Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

BY JOE ANUTA

Landmark and zoning regu-
lations are typically enforced by 
city regulators, but for 50 years 
a northeast Queens civic associa-
tion has defended a code existing 
outside city statutes and a recent 
judicial ruling bolsters its ability 
to do so in the courtroom.

The Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners’ Association, formed 
in 1964, is a nonprofit covering 
about 50 blocks of the eponymous 
neighborhood. Like many or-
ganizations of its kind, it holds 
periodic meetings and sends out 
newsletters.

But it also collects money for 
an ongoing legal fund.

Homeowners group
wins suit to enforce

century-old contract
BY PHIL CORSO

A Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration investigation into a near-
miss between two airplanes has 
left one northeast Queens law-
maker warning of more turbulent 
times ahead.

The incident occurred June 
13 at 2:40 p.m., when a Delta Air-
lines Boeing 747 arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
came too near to a Shuttle Amer-

Continued on Page 50

Jets too close 
over Queens 

airspace: FAA

Flushing civic lives by own code 

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 22 No. 26 
60 total pages

CONGRATS, GRADS!

A row of  4-year-olds wait to receive their diplomas during the Flushing YMCA nursery school graduation ceremony. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE
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IN QUEENS

BY PHIL CORSO

Infamous Queens developer 

Tommy Huang has pleaded guilty 

to making illegal transactions 

under the table after the state 

ordered him to stop building and 

selling condos, the state attorney 

general said Wednesday.

Huang, 59, and his wife, Al-

ice, 60, entered felony guilty pleas 

in Queens Supreme Court this 

week and will return $3.3 million 

in illegal profits and an additional 

$1.5 million in penalties in lieu of 

jail time, Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman said Wednesday.

The attorney general said the 

couple conspired this time with 

their son Henry Huang, 35, to 

sell condo units at the Elmhurst 

Broadway Tower Condominium, 

a property they developed in 2008, 

despite being barred permanent-

ly from the real estate securities 

industry by the state.

Continued on Page 46

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A Manhattan man con-

victed in the fatal shooting of 

Queensbridge native Tayshana 

“Chicken” Murphy is sched-

uled to be sentenced next week, 

but the slain teen’s father says 

there will never be justice even 

if those responsible for the bas-

ketball star’s untimely death are 

behind bars.
“To balance justice and ac-

countability is really off balance 

because it was really account-

ability,” said Tayshana’s father, 

Taylon Murphy. “That young 

man had to be held accountable 

for his actions, but is it really 

justice with the parents? There 

is still a loss.”
On June 5, 23-year-old Ty-

shawn “Ta Ta” Brockington was 

found guilty of murder, burglary 

and criminal possession of a 

weapon, according to the Man-

hattan district attorney’s office. 

Continued on Page 41
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Convicted killer 

of boro teenager 

faces sentencing

Tommy Huang 
takes plea deal 
to avoid prison

CATS 
For 

MAYOR cats2013.com
Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The Port Authority 
has tweaked its plan to re-
habilitate a runway at JFK 
Airport, but some south-
east Queens residents still 
want an in-depth analysis 
of the impact the revised 
plan will have on airplane 
noise.

Last year the agency 
released an environmen-
tal assessment for its pro-
posal to widen and extend 
runway 4L/22R, which 
runs northeast/southwest 
between Jamaica Bay and 
Idlewild Park, in order to 
comply with federally man-
dated safety regulations.

Among a number of 
improvements, the original 
plan would have moved the 
point where aircraft ap-
proach the northern end of 
the runway from the skies 
over southeast Queens 
— known as the arrival 
threshold — 3,316 feet clos-
er to Rockaway Boulevard, 
resulting in planes coming 
in lower over the residen-
tial and parkland areas.

The Port Author-
ity kept the threshold in 
its current location when it 
released its revised assess-

ment earlier this month, 
but the new assessment still 
proposes moving the start-
ing point for planes taking 
off in the direction of Ja-
maica Bay 728 feet closer to 
Rockaway Boulevard, and 
the environmental group 
overseeing Idlewild Park 
wants the plan to be stud-
ied further.

“They made some con-
cessions in that they are no 
longer going to move the 
displaced threshold,” said 
Eastern Queens Alliance 
President Barbara Brown. 
“Basically, the Eastern 
Queens Alliance is still 
calling for a full environ-
mental impact study.”

After collecting public 
comments on the plan, the 
Port Authority will submit 
its finalized draft to the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for approval. If 
the FAA agrees with the 
authority’s claim that the 
proposal will have no sig-
nificant environmental im-
pact, it will give the agency 
the go-ahead to start reha-
bilitating the runway, now 
planned to begin in 2015.

If, however, the FAA 
finds the changes will 
cause noise levels to climb 

above the threshold of 1.5 
decibels — or if any of the 
proposed actions in the 430-
page draft are found to have 
a significant environmen-
tal impact, for that matter 
— the Port Authority will 
be required to conduct a 
more comprehensive envi-
ronmental study before it 
can move forward.

The noise that ema-
nates from jumbo jets fly-
ing over southeast Queens 
has long been a point of con-
tention with the airport, a 
major driver of the region’s 
economic engine.

People are regularly 
forced to pause in their con-
versations when planes fly 
overhead, and Brown said 
any increase in noise must 
be considered in the con-
text of existing levels.

“They claim [the 
planes] are going to be 
minimally lower, but they 
can’t be much lower,” she 
said. “They say it’s not a 
significant impact  because 
physiologically we won’t 
notice the difference, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s right 
to increase the noise.”

“I’m not so sure about 
people not noticing, either,” 
she added.

A plane flies over Idlewild Park.

Port Authority alters 
noise plan at Kennedy

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE

The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town

Home of the 2003 New York City Little League, 

Section 3 Champions

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER!
Saturday, November 2, 2013

11:30am–12:30pm

At the Little League Club House 

25-32 168th Street in the lower concourse.

Please bring proof of age and residency and a check or money order

2014 – Registration – 2014

ALL 
FORMS 

MUST BE 
TYPED

For Fees and Registration Forms visit us at 

www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

DON’T MISS OUT PLAYING FOR THE BEST!

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY BILL PARRY

The experimental art 
group No Longer Empty 
will return to Queens and 
be part of the first Sunny-
side Restaurant Week be-
ginning Monday.

Last year the group 
transformed the vacant 
Bank of Manhattan Build-
ing — also known as The 
Clocktower — into an art 
gallery that brought thou-
sands of visitors to Queens 
Plaza, something they have 
done more than a dozen 
times in different unused 
spaces throughout the city.

“It’s their first Restau-
rant Week and it’s a first for 
us as well,” said the show’s 
curator, Sarah Corona. 
“The BID contacted us and 
so we are providing the 
site-specific art.”

The business improve-
ment district, known as 
Sunnyside Shines, formu-
lated the plan, Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme 
said.

“I went to the show 
at The Clocktower and 
thought we don’t have any 

art galleries in Sunnyside, 
so this was a way to draw 
new people to the neighbor-
hood as well as inspire Sun-
nyside residents to discover 
new art and restaurants 
they haven’t tried yet,” she 
said. “We’re really excited 
about it.”

Sunnyside to hold its 
fi rst Restaurant WeekFamily

QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

The first-ever Sunnyside Restaurant Week will feature dinner 
specials at 17 area restaurants staring November 4th. 

Photo courtesy Sunnyside Shines
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BY BILL PARRY

The New York state at-
torney general announced 
a probe into Barneys and 
Macy’s about racial profil-
ing at the two department 
stores after a black teen 
from Corona was arrested 
when he bought an expen-
sive belt at one of their 
Manhattan emporiums. 

AG Eric Schneider-
man is giving the two high-
end stores until Friday to 
answer questions about 
security policies after four 
black customers said they 
were unfairly targeted 
in what is now known as 
“shop-and-frisk,” allega-
tions that the black shop-
pers were racially profiled 
and wrongly stopped by 
police after making legiti-
mate purchases.

A young man from Co-
rona is at the epicenter of 
the scandal. Trayon Chris-
tian, 19, a student at New 
York College of Technology, 

sued Barneys last week fol-
lowing an incident April 29. 
Christian purchased a $349 
Salvatore Ferragamo belt 
with a debit card and, after 
showing identification, he 

was singled out by Barneys 
staff.

He was later stopped 
by NYPD detectives a block 
away. He was handcuffed 
and taken to the 19th Pre-

cinct, where he was ques-
tioned for two hours before 
being released without 
charge.

The lawsuit claims 
that Christian’s “reputa-

tion and character were 
injured and he was embar-
rassed publicly” and that 
detention in a holding cell 
caused “great physical and 
mental distress and humil-
iation.”

Christian would not 
comment for this story on 
advice from his attorney. 
His 40-year-old mother, 
Selena Christian, a lifelong 
Corona resident, also would 
not discuss the lawsuit, but 
she did talk about the cir-
cus surrounding her son.

“We’re dealing with 
the situation,” she said, 
“because you really have 
no other choice in the mat-
ter.”

The case has set off a 
feeding frenzy, with the Rev. 
Al Sharpton contemplating 
a boycott of Barneys and 
Macy’s. Civil rights attor-
ney Norman Siegel called 
on the city’s Human Rights 
Commission to investigate 
racial profiling.

Intense pressure came 

to bear on rap impresario 
Jay-Z for his partnership 
with Barneys. He is re-
leasing a curated designer 
clothing collection in time 
for this Christmas season 
to raise funds for his char-
ity.

The NYPD and the two 
luxury department stores 
are trading blame for the 
entire episode. Barneys 
CEO Mark Lee at a meeting 
with the Rev. Al Sharpton 
Tuesday said his employ-
ees had nothing to do with 
it, that no one at the store 
reached out to “external au-
thorities.” 

Meanwhile, NYPD 
spokesman John McCarthy 
said detectives and officers 
were acting on information 
from both stores’ security 
staffs.

Reach Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538.

Barneys New York CEO Mark Lee met with the Rev. Al Sharpton at the National Action Headquarters in 
Harlem. AP Photo/Craig Ruttle

Corona student accuses retailer of racial profi ling

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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Success Academy Charter 
School branch serving K-4 
in the August Martin High 
School building, saying the 
school would be forced to 
move about $17 million in 
equipment to make way for 
the new programs.

The practice of co-
locating two institutions 
in one building — usually 
charter schools or small 
schools with a thematic 
focus — has been central 
to Bloomberg’s efforts to 
reform struggling schools 
during 12 years of mayoral 
control.

Bloomberg has had 
some influential partners, 
particularly in his efforts 
to replace large schools 
with poor track records.

The small school 
movement began in the 
city under the Giuliani ad-
ministration, but did not 
pick up steam until 2002. 
Bloomberg with the help 
of $31 million in financial 
support from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
Bloomberg then embarked 

on a large-scale effort to 
replace large, struggling 
institutions with smaller 
schools where teachers and 
administrators could pro-
vide students with more in-
dividualized attention.

Last week research-
ers at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and 
Duke University released 
the most comprehensive 
study yet on small schools 
in New York City. While the 
experts said the jury is still 
out on the long-term impact 
of the smaller institutions, 
they did find that students 
who attended one of the 
new schools did better ear-
ly on in college compared to 
their peers at bigger, tradi-
tional schools.

States and school dis-
tricts across the country 
have also received incen-
tives in the form of school 
improvement grants from 
the George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama administra-
tions  to turn around the 
lowest-performing schools. 
Last week, Obama stopped 
by Brooklyn to praise an 
innovative new high school 
the city wants to emulate in 
Queens.

The Pathways in Tech-
nology School, known as 
P-Tech, creates a public-
private partnership among 
the DOE, IBM and the New 
York City College of Tech-
nology that offers students 
a high school diploma and 
an associate degree at no 
additional cost, along with 
a clear track to a lucrative 
job in the booming high-
tech sector.

The PEP was sched-
uled to vote on proposals to 
co-locate a similar school 
with Martin Van Buren 
High School in Queens Vil-
lage, several smaller high 
schools in the Gates Foun-
dation model and two char-
ter schools in southeast 
Queens.

The DOE has put 
forward comparatively 
tamer plans to restructure 
Queens schools that the 
PEP will consider at meet-
ings in November and De-
cember before a new mayor 
takes office.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

cutting seats and making 
the classrooms even more 
crowded.”

The senator suggested 
adding a tech program for 
the students who are al-
ready in LIC high school. 
As a graduate he defended 
the school’s reputation. 
“It’s personal for me. That 
school gave me everything 
I needed to succeed at Ford-
ham and then at Harvard 
and it all began at that 

school that is so maligned.”
Gianaris believes the 

DOE is determined to go 
forward with its plans for 
the co-location. but it would 
not begin until next Sep-
tember.

“It seems like a forgone 
conclusion, but the good 
news is there will be a new 
mayor with plenty of time 
to walk it back,” he said.

Reach Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538.

living.
“Unless you’re in my 

shoes, you don’t really real-
ize how important it is. If I 
fall, now I have somebody 
to help me,” Megerdichian 
said. “It’s just so comfort-
ing to know you have that 
kind of help.”

But the program’s vol-
unteer pool has dwindled, 
according to manager Chris 
Schneider. For the better 
part of the past decade, 
Schneider has been con-
necting seniors with volun-
teers throughout northeast 
Queens in neighborhoods 
from Whitestone to Little 
Neck and Fresh Meadows, 
and said he hopes to keep 
the program running for 
years to come.

“I scour the country-
side for volunteers with 
good hearts,” Schneider 
said.

The program is funded 
by City Meals on Wheels 
and sponsored by the Cath-
olic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of New York.

Schneider said he 
currently has about 65 cli-
ents throughout northeast 
Queens but only some 60 
volunteers, meaning some 
have to commit to multiple 
visits throughout their 
week. There are also simi-
lar programs throughout 
the city, he said.

In order to recruit new 
volunteers, Schneider has 
been hitting area banks, 
colleges, churches and 

other common hotspots 
with hopes of replenishing 
his base to help bring some 
warmth into the lives of 
borough seniors.

Denise Taylor, one of 
Megerdichian’s volunteers, 
has grown to become close 
with the Whitestone native 
since she started in July 
and said her weekly visits 
have become more along 
the lines of going out with 
an old friend rather than 

simply looking after some-
one.

“It’s very rewarding,” 
Taylor said. “Our time to-
gether is just as good for the 
clients as it is for me.”

Taylor’s visits with her 
three clients have included 
anything from grocery 
shopping to simple around-
the-house company, which 
she said has become one of 
the best parts of her week 
since retiring in June.

Stan Fish, another 
volunteer who has worked 
with Megerdichian and 
started with the program in 
2008, said he was the Whit-
estone native’s go-to guy for 
jokes and saw himself as an 
expert shopper whenever 
she needs something from 
the store.

“The way I see it, it’s 
me vs. the list,” Fish said. 
“It’s very rewarding. You 
learn to help people and 
you appreciate being a part 
of it.”

Anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer can 
contact Schneider at 516-
641-7541 to be paired up 
with a client in their area.

Continued from Page 4 

Gianaris

Continued from Page 4 

PEP

Whitestone native Eva Megerdichian (l.) sits in her dining room with 
volunteers Stan Fish and Denise Taylor. Senior Visiting Program 
Director Chris Schneider (r.) helps connect clients with caregivers 
throughout northeast Queens. Photo by Phil Corso

Continued from Page 1 

Seniors

he said. “There is no issue 
too big or too rough. I try 
to be extremely honest and 
say ‘yes,’ ‘no’ or ‘Let me 
look into it.’”

Aside from Sandy re-
covery, Ulrich also men-
tioned transportation and 
keeping the Rockaway fer-
ry as well as creating jobs 
outside Manhattan.

If the city leaders and 
residents are open to new 
ideas and trying differ-
ent solutions to problems, 
things will only get better, 
he said.

“I love my job, I love 
what I do,” Ulrich said. “I 
know that the decisions that 
I make have an impact on 
people’s lives. If I can make 
a difference in just one per-
son’s life each day, that is 
enough for me. That’s all I 
ever set out to do.”

Continued from Page 5 

Ulrich

SMALL SCREEN VISIT
Trailers line Bell Boulevard and parts of 40th Avenue as FX series “The Americans” did some 
filming in the area Wednesday. Photo by Phil Corso
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Eugeneia McPherson 

didn’t get to finish her St. 
John’s University career 
the way she envisioned. In-
stead, she will get a chance 
to script an ending unlike 
any other player in the his-
tory of women’s basketball 
at the school.

The 5-foot-8 guard 
played five games last sea-
son before tearing her ACL, 
causing her to miss out on 
playing her final season 
alongside fellow program 
changing players Shen-
neika Smith and Nadirah 
McKenith. McPherson, 
who red shirted, will get a 
chance to one-up them in 
a sense by being a member 
of a fifth straight team to 
reach the NCAA tourna-
ment if the Red Storm does 
so as expected.

“I feel like I am blessed 
to have that fifth year,” she 
said.

St. John’s is thankful 
to have her back as well. 
McPherson, who went to 
high school at North Baby-
lon, is described as a “glue” 
player by Coach Joe Tarta-
mella. She can score and re-

bound and is a tenacious de-
fender. McPherson was the 
team’s third leading scorer 
as a junior at 11.8 points per 
game. She was an All-Big 
East honorable mention se-
lection this season.

“She just has the abil-
ity to make a play or be a 
person who can do some-
thing during the game, 
during the day, during the 
week that sometimes go un-
sung,” Tartamella said.

McPherson isn’t 100 
percent healthy yet, but get-
ting closer each day. She is 
participating fully in prac-
tice and hopes to be ready 
for the season opener Nov. 8 
against Sacred Heart. Once 
she was cleared to run she 
felt good, but practices at 
first were a different story. 
Just being back and com-
peting with her teammates 
is a big step forward.

“I was feeling better 
mentally then physically,” 
McPherson said. “That was 
the hardest part, to get back 
on the court.”

She is also being thrust 
into an unfamiliar role as a 
more prominent leader to a 
younger group. McPherson 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Holy Cross has asked 

a lot from its talented de-
fense as a young offense 
has struggled all season. 
The Knights have used four 
different quarterbacks and 
were shut out the last two 
weeks of a three-game los-
ing streak.

“We are not going any-
where if the defense doesn’t 
shut people out,” Holy Cross 
Coach Tom Pugh said.

It’s exactly what he got 
from his unit, which is as 
good as any in the city in 
an important 22-0 win over 
Holy Trinity in CHSFL play 
Saturday afternoon at the 
Bayside Athletic Complex. 
Holy Cross recorded four 
interceptions from three 
different players and had 
five sacks.

Calvert Springer had 
two picks and Chris Manfre 
returned one for a touch-
down. The game also saw 
the varsity debut of sopho-
more quarterback Joshua 
Evans after junior Akini 
Primus played the position 
for the first series.

“Every week we try to 
help the offense as much 
as we can,” senior safety 
Brandon Jackson said. “We 
just go out here and try to 
make plays.”

He did so by picking off 
Holy Trinity quarterback 
Cameron Hayes (14 of 31, 
127 yards) on the Knights’ 
7 yard line early in the sec-
ond quarter. It was the clos-
est Trinity (3-5, 2-5) came to 
scoring all afternoon. On 
the next play from scrim-
mage fullback Andrew 
Spyridon-Tow (four car-
ries, 130 yards) ran for 69 
yards to help set up and 
eventual 27-yard field goal 

by Thomas Farnan. Shortly 
after Manfre took an inter-
ception back 17 yards for a 
touchdown. It helped give 
Holy Cross a 9-0 lead with 
4:18 left in the first half.

“I was just dropping 
back and I guess he made a 
bad decision,” Manfre said 
of his interception. “You 
have to capitalize on every-
thing.”

The Knights (5-3, 4-3) 
broke things open in the 
fourth quarter. Springer 
had a leaping interception 
near the right sideline. On 

the next play, Spyridon-Tow 
burst free again for a 55-
yard gain to set up a 5-yard 
scoring run from Jordan 
Franklin.

Springer returned his 
second pick 27 yards and 
Brandon Pelzer rushed 
for an 8-yard score to give 
Cross a 22-0 lead with 4:07 
left in the game.

“We have to keep on 
going and pushing,” Spyri-
don-Tow said of the team’s 
offense.

The squad did so after 
three straight defeats to 

earn an important victory 
in the standings after los-
ing to league power Chami-
nade just 3-0 the week prior. 
Holy Cross remains in the 
top eight spots and in the 
Class AAA playoffs before 
it closes out the regular 
season against Kellenberg 
this week.

“If we lost, we were 
probably out of the AAA,” 
Manfre said. “They pushed 
us extra hard in practice 
this week. We pushed our-
selves and we were able to 
come out with a victory.”
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Continued on Page 65

McPherson returns 
to SJU after injury

Cross snaps three-game skid
Dominant Knights defense shuts down Holy Trinity QB with fi ve sacks 

Holy Cross’ Calvert Springer (r.) intercepts a pass. Photo by William Thomas

St. John’s University’s Eugeneia McPherson is back on the court 
after tearing her ACL last season. Photo by Robert Cole
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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PR>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
Christ the King saw 

history repeat itself.
The Royals defeated 

Iona Prep 1-0 in the CHSAA 
Class AA boys’ soccer 
quarterfinals at Randalls 
Island Saturday. They up-
set the Gaels two years ago 
to reach the program’s first 
semifinal at the highest 
classification. CK Coach 
Ovid Cusu thought his 
team deserved to be back.

“We outplayed Iona for 
the majority of the game, 
we had a lot of chances,” he 
said.

The long goal came 
when Royal forward Ce-
sar Oviedo tapped the ball 
in the net in the 77th min-
ute after it hit the top post 
and Oviedo hustled to the 
rebound. The Royals were 
attacking throughout the 
entire match. Christ the 
King won the time of pos-
session as it moved the 
ball smoothly around the 
pitch and played shutdown 
defense. The Royals lim-

ited Iona Prep to only two 
shots on goal. The Gaels 
nearly tied the score in the 
90th minute, but the shot 
scraped the top post and 
went out of bounds.

“Really good-fought 
game by both teams, we 
moved the ball well,” Ovie-
do said. “Last time this 
team smacked us around, 
so we wanted to come back 
out and show them we knew 
how to play against them.”

Christ the King (7-6-
3) was the better team as 
Iona Prep had trouble mov-
ing and holding the ball up 
front. After getting upset in 
the quarterfinals last year, 
the Royals have no desire 
to stop now. They were set 
to face defending champion 
and rival Archbishop Mol-
loy Oct. 31 at St. John’s Uni-
versity.

“We showed today that 
we’re a good team, we don’t 
like to be pushed around,” 
said Oviedo. “We’re going 
to fight and I hope for the 
best. I hope we win because 
I want the finals.”

Archbishop Molloy 

2, Monsignor Farrell 1: 
The Stanners jumped out 
to an early 1-0 lead when 
senior forward Denes Ko-
stel powered the ball past 
the goalkeeper into the net. 
Just minutes after the first 
goal, the Stanners struck 
again to make it 2-0 when 
a Dillon Zimmerman shot 
hit off a Farrell defender 
deflected into the net.

“We played real well in 
the first half, it was a close 
game where it shouldn’t 
have been,” Molloy Coach 
Andy Kostel said. “We were 
really kind of dominating 
and I like the way we cre-
ated opportunities in the 
first half.”

Molloy (13-1-2) moved 
the ball quickly and played 
a lot of short passes. They 
created many chances for 
themselves and the defense 
was solid. Farrell got on the 
board with only seconds 
left in the second half when 
senior John Capo headed 
the ball past the goalkeeper 
that made the score 2-1. The 

Stanners feel good heading 
into the semifinals.

St. Francis Prep 2, 

Regis 0: Brandon Silva 
had two assists and Joey 
Loboco and Mike Frango 
each had goals for the Ter-
riers (11-3-2), who earned 
a semifinal rematch with 
Fordham Prep Oct. 31 at St. 
John’s University.

Silva sent a free kick 
across the box that Loboco 
kicked home with his left 
foot. SFP grabbed a 2-0 half-
time lead when Frango ran 
onto a Silva pass into the 
box and buried it into the 
corner of the net. St. Fran-
cis Prep is the only team 
to beat Fordham Prep this 
season.

“When we play well we 
can beat anyone,” Terriers 
Coach Franco Purificato 
said. “It just depends which 
team shows up. We are go-
ing into the game confi-
dent. I don’t have to get my 
guys up for Fordham.”

Christ the King’s Cesar Oviedo dribbles the ball down the field. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Being tapped as a pro-
gram’s missing piece is 
much different than being 
labeled its messiah. Just 
ask Felipe Lopez.

The former Rice High 
School basketball guard, 
who spent four seasons 
in the NBA, rode into St. 
John’s University fresh off 
appearing on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated. He was 
billed as not only the new 
face of St. John’s, but the 
Big East as well and never 
lived up to the unfair ex-
pectations.

Nothing close to that 
follows current Red Storm 
freshman guard Rysheed 
Jordan, the Big East’s top 
recruit. Lopez, who was in 
Queens for the program’s 
tip-off event last Friday, 
believes it not how Jordan 
is arriving, but what he is 
walking into that will set 
him up for success.

“You don’t have one 
single individual being 
pulled out to be the savior 
of this basketball team,” he 
said.

Lopez, now an ambas-
sador for NBA Cares, noted 
the presence of star return-
ing guard D’Angelo Harri-
son and hungry newcomers 
like senior transfer Orlan-
do Sanchez. He thinks head 
Coach Steve Lavin and his 
staff know how to handle 

star players. They have al-
ready prohibited Jordan, 
the No. 17-ranked recruit 
by ESPN, from speaking 
to the media before the Big 
East schedule starts in De-
cember.

“The way they are han-
dling him is the proper way 
to allow him to be himself 
in the beginning and make 
those freshmen mistakes, 
to learn from them,” Lopez 
said.

He watched Jordan 
play at a recent practice 
and liked what he saw. Lo-
pez called him poised and 
matured. The Philadelphia 
native gave St. John’s fans 
a small preview of what is 
to come at the tip-off event. 
He had numerous assists 
in the scrimmage and 

Former Red Storm star Lopez 
believes timing right for Jordan

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The changing Big East 

conference has tweaked the 
St. John’s University wom-
en’s basketball team’s goals 
this season.

The Red Storm will 
not only look to make their 
fifth straight NCAA tour-
nament appearance, but 
also turn themselves into 
one of the top programs in 
the new look Big East with 
the departure of power 
teams like UConn, Notre 
Dame and Louisville.

St. John’s was picked 
to finish third by league 
coaches behind DePaul and 
Creighton. Among the elite 
teams is where it would like 
to remain.

“We want to make sure 

we are becoming the bench-
mark of the league and that 
we stay there,” St. John’s 
Coach Joe Tartamella said. 
“We want to be the program 
that people are aspiring to 
be.”

They will have to do so 
without two of its leaders 
and top scorers from the 
last four seasons with the 
graduation of guards Na-

dirah McKenith and Shen-
neika Smith. Both were 
selected in the WNBA draft 
and are playing profession-
ally overseas. All of this 
year’s players will be asked 
to do a little bit more.

“Everyone has to step 
up,” sharpshooting senior 
guard Briana Brown said. 
“We have to fill that scor-
ing.”

St. John’s, which went 
18-13 last season, features 
a deep returning back-
court anchored by Brown, 
sophomore guard Aliyyah 
Hanford, an All-Big East 
first team selection and 
red-shirt senior Eugeneia 
McPherson, who garnered 
conference honorable men-
tion honors. McPherson 

Red Storm women’s team eyes
fi fth-straight NCAA tourney

ALIYYAH HANDFORD
. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 65Continued on Page 65

Three Queens teams reach soccer semifi nals
Christ the King, Archbishop Molloy and St. Francis Prep defeat opponents in quarters to advance



BT

65
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, N

OV. 1-7, 2013      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

will be part of a deep back-
court that includes confer-
ence first team selection 
Aliyyah Handford and se-
nior sharpshooter Briana 
Brown.

McPherson joked she 
is the grandma of the team 
because St. John’s has just 
three other seniors on the 

roster. One is Miami trans-
fer Selina Archer. Lead-
ing on and off the court 
is something Tartamella 
knows isn’t something that 
comes naturally to the qui-
et McPherson.

“This is just another 
challenge for her to be even 
more of a leader than she’s 
ever been and probably 
than he’s even wanted to 
be,” he said.

What McPherson 
wants is another NCAA 

tournament appearance, 
to end her career injury 
free and on the same high 
note her classmates did last 
year.

“It was a sad season 
in the sense that I couldn’t 
play with them as seniors, 
but it was fun watching 
them go out with a bang 
like that.”

Her finish could be 
just a little bit bigger.

is returning from a torn 
ACL.

“She’s coming back 
strong, stronger than she 
was,” Handford said.

Handford, who aver-
aged 9.4 points per game and 
4.5 assists last season, was 
a big reason for St. John’s’ 
success in the second half 
of the year. The versatile 
guard will be looked to for 
leadership and increased 
scoring.

“She has that quiet 
confidence about her,” Tar-
tamella said. “She makes 

things look easy, and as a 
coach, sometimes that’s 
hard because you want to 
get on a player.”

Keylantra Langley and 
Ashley Perez are also ex-
pected to contribute. Junior 
forward Amber Thompson 
should be an increased 
force in the paint and a lot 
is expected from freshmen 
point guard Aaliyah Lewis 
and wing Jade Walker.The 
Red Storm will also have 
two transfers available to 
play in December because 
of NCAA rules. A 6-foot-4 
senior forward, Selina Ar-
cher (Miami), and Danae-
jah Grant from Clemson 
will only deepen the talent 
pool. Grant averaged 13.4 

points per game during her 
six games for the Tigers.

“I think we have a 
great back court going on 
right now,” Brown said.

The challenge for Tar-
tamella is making all those 
pieces mesh together to-
ward the goal of continuing 
the program’s rise and ful-
filling the expectations it 
set each season. This year 
comes with an added few.

“We are trying to win 
a conference championship 
and obviously get to the 
postseason,” Tartamella 
said. “This program has be-
come a place that we want 
to get to the postseason and 
we want to stay there.”

threw down a one-handed 
slam over 6-foot-8 God’sgift 
Achiuwa during the dunk 
contest. St. John’s is at a 
point to best accommodate 
a player like Jordan .

“I think it was really 
good timing,” Lavin said.

Lopez, who averaged 
16.8 points and 5.8 re-
bounds over four years at 
SJU, didn’t enjoy that same 
luxury. He is to St. John’s 
what Don Mattingly was 
to the New York Yankees. 
He came in-between great 
teams, arriving during 
lean years after the retire-
ment of Lou Carnesecca 
and graduated the year 

prior to the Johnnies’ run 
to the Elite Eight.

The struggles allowed 
him to enjoy late success. 
Lopez made the NCAA 
tournament his senior 
year. This season’s group 
is looking to do that same 
thing with a core that never 
did so.

“We had some tough 
years when I was here,” 
Lopez said. “It definitely 
makes me appreciate it 
once you make it.”

If they do, Jordan will 
be a major factor in getting 
them there.

“They are going to 
give him the time to grow 
within his role,” he said. 
“He doesn’t have to take 
hold right away and turn 
the program around.”

McPherson
Continued from Page 64 

SJU

Continued from Page 64 

Lopez

Continued from Page 61 

Terriers hold off Mary Louis to win CHSAA tennis title
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Donna Episcopio and 

Nicolle Holloran realized 
just how important the 
next few points would be 
as a throng of spectators 
along with their St. Fran-
cis Prep teammates walked 
down to the tennis court 
after all the other matches 
concluded.

The duo’s first doubles 
match, which they forced to 
a tie breaker, would decide 
whether the Terriers domi-
nance of the CHSAA girls’ 
tennis state crown would 
continue or if Mary Louis 
would bring their era of 
dominance to a close.

“It was crazy,” said 
the senior Holloran. “The 
whole team is depending 
on you. You know they are 
depending on you. That’s 
why they are coming over 
to cheer for you. Oh, my 

God, that much energy. It 
was great.”

As the Hilltoppers’ 
final shot went long, Es-
piscopio and Holloran em-
braced on their side of the 
net before being mobbed by 
cheering teammates. Their 
comeback 3-6, 7-6 (7-0), 10-7 
win over TMLA’s Victoria 
Zezula and Joanna Latek 
sealed St. Francis Prep’s 
3-2 victory and its 16th 
straight title at Alley Pond 
Park Oct. 22. The competi-
tion has closed the gap with 
the once-dominant Terri-
ers, but has yet to knock 
them off.

“I think it gets more 
exciting every year,” Espis-
copio said. “It’s a challenge, 
but I’m always up for a 
challenge. I know this team 
is up for a challenge too.”

She and Hollaran had 
cupcakes smashed in their 
faces by teammates in cel-

ebration after their post-
match interviews. It was 
a sign of the energy and 
the competitive spirit that 
made this team special all 
season, according to SFP 
Coach John Brennan. St. 
Francis Prep (11-0) won its 
Nassau/Suffolk league title 

thanks to the final match 
as well. It made this year so 
much different than those 
prior.

“I’ve had teams that 
were so much better than 
everyone,” Brennan said. 
“It almost bothered me. It 
was so blasé. There was 

no doubt who was going to 
win. But this is by far the 
most enthusiastic team I’ve 
ever seen and you see it. 
When have you ever seen 
Prep jumping up and down 
like that?

Mary Louis, which 
won its second straight 
Brooklyn/Queens crown, 
believed it had a chance to 
beat the Terriers coming 
in. It looked good early as 
the Hilltoppers (11-1) won 
the first set in three of the 
five matches. Unbeaten 
first singles Yuka Lin best-
ed SFP’s Laurn Munari 
6-2, 6-2 and Teammate Lisa 
Marchelska came back to 
beat Lisa Elie 1-6, 7-6, 7-4 
in a tiebreaker, but TMLA 
couldn’t nail down the 
championship point.

“It does hurt,” Hilltop-
pers Coach Kelly Kelley 
said. “It was like it was in 
our grasp and I feel like it 

just got pulled away.”
St. Francis Prep’s Pau-

la Faltynowicz topped Keri 
Picciochi at third singles 
6-1, 6-2 and her teammates 
Camillemae Uy and Lind-
say Sayour beat Abigail 
Raphael and Julia Scapp at 
second double. Still Kelley 
sees the match as a big step 
forward for her program, 
which lost 4-1 last year.

“We took the best team 
to a tie breaker for all the 
marbles,” she said.

With the title in reach, 
St. Francis wasn’t about 
to let it go without a major 
fight to win one of the most 
satisfying crowns in pro-
gram history.

“Our main goal was 
to keep winning, keep this 
whole season, keep the 
whole state thing going,” 
Holloran said. “It’s amaz-
ing to know we did it this 
year.”

St. Francis Prep’s first doubles team of Nicole Holloran (l.) and 
Donna Episcopio hold the championship plaque after clinching the 
match. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Felipe Lopez gets off a shot at 
St. John’s University’s tip-off. 

Photo by Robert Cole



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

-7
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
66

BT

at Fifth Avenue and 103rd 
Street in Manhattan.  The 
exhibit opened Oct. 29 and 
runs through March 2.

Covering almost an en-
tire wall is a monumental 
blowup of a smashed house 
in Belle Harbor.

The photos come from 
rank amateurs with ele-
mentary cellphones to vet-

eran professionals using 
the latest imaging equip-
ment and processes. The 
museum also acknowledg-
es the important role the 
camera phone has taken in 
photojournalism.

Among the 200 photos 
on display are:

• an aerial shot looking 
down at a huge square of 
black in Breezy Point, the 
remains of more than 100 
houses destroyed

• a queue of at least 

two city blocks of people 
carrying gasoline cans in 
the hopes of buying scarce 
fuel shortly after the storm 
struck

• United Sikh volun-
teers distributing food in 
Far Rockaway

• a photo of an Arverne 
resident who described how 
a torrent flooded his house 
and how he stood on a chair 
as the water rose, then a 
table and finally a floating 
bed.

cy Management Agency.
The area’s elected of-

ficials attended the rally to 
publicly support Cockfield 
and his congregation.

“The local people 
should be the people decid-
ing what happens to the re-
sources,” state Sen. James 
Sanders Jr. (D-Laurelton) 
said. “We don’t need people 
in Washington, D.C., Alba-
ny or in Manhattan decid-
ing the fate of people right 
here in the Rockaways.”

Some of the problems 
in the neighborhood stem 
from before the hurricane, 
according to Arverne resi-
dents. The community has 
long dealt with flooding is-
sues because there are no 
sea walls or storm sewers to 
protect them from Jamaica 
Bay or heavy rain.

City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton) said he has been 
working with government 
agencies to address those 
infrastructure problems 
within the next few years 
rather than in 2020, as the 
city has promised.

“We deal a lot with 
this red tape,” he said. “But 

government needs to get 
beyond the tape and look 
at the faces of these people 
behind me. These are the 
people who we need to be 
cutting this tape for.”

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach) described his 
own difficulties in access-
ing services after his home 
flooded during the storm.

“This city failed. I don’t 
have to tell anybody here,” 
he said. “The city failed, 
and the mayor failed this 
community. Quite frankly 
we shouldn’t have to put up 
with it anymore.”

Goldfeder said the 
community has been able 

to survive because resi-
dents have been able to help 
one another. Now, it said, 
it needs assistance from 
other agencies.

“Manhattan is getting 
built back quicker than 
ever and yet we still suffer,” 
he said.

He said everyone must 
be held accountable.

”One day is going to 
be the reckoning and right 
now we’re holding them ac-
countable,” he said.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

ROP

Continued from Page 1 

Arverne

Some residents of the Rockaways have received very little help 
for Sandy recovery, according to David Cockfield, pastor of the 
Battalion Assembly Pentecostal Church. Photo Bianca Fortis

Queens seat representing 
neighborhoods including 
Bayside, Bellerose, Doug-
laston, Fresh Meadows, 
Glen Oaks, Little Neck and 
Oakland Gardens.

At that time, Concan-

non entered the race to 
combat Weprin’s position 
on the controversial issue 
of stop-and-frisk.

Over the summer, We-
prin, along with several 
other Council members, 
voted against the Police De-
partment’s stop-and-frisk 
policies and overrode May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 

veto of the Community 
Safety Act, which includes 
a police oversight bill.

Concannon threw his 
support behind the mayor 
and NYPD, arguing that 
stop-and-frisk laws keep 
the city safer and should 
not be classified as bias or 
racial profiling.

Continued from Page 2 

Concannon

the non-selective schools is 
given to students who show 
interest by attending an 
information session, and 
from that pool the city De-
partment of Education uses 
a lottery to decide who gets 
a seat in one of the smaller 
schools, where enrollments 
are usually about 100 stu-
dents per grade.

Researchers were 
able to compare students 
who ranked one of the new 
schools as their first choice, 
but through the lottery end-
ed up at a traditional high 
school with those who got 
a spot at one of the smaller 
institutions and found that 
the latter were 7 percent 
more likely to go to college.

“Small schools cause 
students to clear CUNY re-
mediation requirements in 
writing or reading,” the re-
searchers wrote. “The ear-
ly evidence suggests that 
students are more likely to 

persist in college, as mea-
sured by attempting at least 
two academic semesters.”

Bloomberg created 
many of the schools with 
help from the Bill and Me-
linda Gates Foundation, 
which took the position 
that smaller schools offer 
the opportunity for teach-
ers and administrators to 
engage students more close-
ly, but they are not without 
their flaws.

Because funding is 
tied to enrollment, small 
schools offer fewer pro-
grams such as advanced 
placement classes and ex-
tracurricular activities 
than larger ones do, and 
many are co-located with 
traditional schools that 
struggle to educate black 
and Hispanic students.

The city Panel for Edu-
cational Policy was sched-
uled to vote this week on 
proposals to create small 
high schools at Martin Van 
Buren in Bellerose, Long 
Island City HS, the Campus 
Magnet complex in Cam-

bria Heights and JHS 226 in 
South Ozone Park — plans 
that have been met with 
near-ubiquitous opposition 
from those schools’ com-
munities.

The study found that 
students who went to one of 
the small high schools en-
tered ninth-grade with be-
low-average scores on state 
tests, but recorded a boost 
in performance on Regents 
exams and earned more 
credits each year compared 
to their peers.

E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e 
learners and special edu-
cation students were not 
included in the study due 
to the way they were placed 
into the small schools over 
time, and the jury is still 
out on what effect the closer 
environments have on col-
lege graduation.

“As the cohorts in our 
study age, it will be possible 
to study longer-term mea-
sures of college persistence 
and college graduation,” re-
searchers wrote. 

Continued from Page 4 

School size

Katz, the presumed front-
runner, during their back-
and-forth in front of the 
cameras and accused QPTV 
of bowing to pressure from 
Queens Democrats who did 
not want voters to see the 
debate. QPTV denied the 
accusation and said the de-
cision was entirely theirs.

Arcabascio said he is 

happy voters finally got to 
see him in action.

“My contention was 
all along that if they of-
fered him the opportunity 
to attend and he didn’t 
show, then he forfeited his 
opportunity. They insisted 
it doesn’t work that way,” 
he said. “The reality is 
they knew what was going 
to happen all along. They 
only had two podiums set 
up. Whatever happened, 
the past is the past. I’m glad 

they decided to air it.”
Katz said she was hap-

py the show would finally 
see the light of day, but add-
ed she did not see what the 
big controversy was.

“It’s ridiculous. I don’t 
think anyone really cared 
whether they aired it or 
not,” she said. “We’ve done 
probably over 100 forums 
in this race. There has been 
ample opportunity for folks 
to see all of us.”

Continued from Page 5 
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change the age limit for 
Court of Appeals judges 
from 70 to 80.

The second measure on 
the ballot would amend the 
Constitution to allow vet-
erans to receive additional 
civil service credit after 
they have already received 

credit or a civil service ap-
pointment. The measure is 
designed to help disabled 
vets get civil service jobs.

The third ballot pro-
posal would allow local 
municipalities — counties, 
cities, towns and villages 
— to continue to exclude 
the construction of sewage 
facilities from their debt 
limit.

A measure currently 

exists that allows the exclu-
sion of debt until the end of 
2013; the new amendment 
would extend the exclusion 
for another 10 years.

Ballot Measure 4 
would give authorization 
to the state Legislature to 
settle a 100-year-old dispute 
with landowners in Long 
Lake, N.Y. over 1,000 acres 
the state says is part of a 
forest preserve.
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Maspeth, Richmond Hill 
and Elmhurst.

Torodash is running 
on the Civic Virtue line, a 
nod to the controversial re-
moval of the 1923 “Triumph 
of Civic Virtue” statue from 
Borough Hall to a private 
cemetery in Brooklyn.

Both have emphasized 
public safety in their cam-
paigns.

Antonio Reynoso re-
mains the frontrunner in 
District 34, which encom-
passes Ridgewood, Bush-
wick and Williamsburg. In 
the Democratic primary, 
he beat his two challeng-
ers, former state Assembly-
man Vito Lopez, as well as 
Gladys Santiago, a former 

district leader.
Santiago returns as 

a third party candidate 
on the School Choice line. 
Reynoso currently works 
as the chief of staff for the 
current Councilwoman Di-
ana Reyna (D-Brooklyn), a 
position he has held since 
2009. Reyna has served the 
maximum two terms.

Continued from Page 28 
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WE ARE EXPERIENCED MATH SPECIALISTS
+

WE TEACH ALL LEVELS OF MATH ABILITY
+

PROVEN RESULTS

Is Your Child Ready for Common Core Math?

BAYSIDE
43-17 Bell Blvd.
(718) 747-MATH

FREE ASSESSMENT
(value: $149)

An in-depth analysis of your child’s number sense, grade 
readiness and other math strengths and weaknesses.

GREAT NECK
11 Great Neck Rd
(516) 482-MATH

GRADES 1–12       SAT/ACT/SHSAT PREP       HOMEWORK HELP       YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

(718) 747-MATH (6284)
www.mathnasium.com/bayside


