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BY BILL PARRY

A Queens judge now pos-
sesses what he thinks he needs 
in his lawsuit against the city, the 
NYPD and Queens District Attor-

ney Richard Brown: two pieces of 
visual evidence.

State Supreme Court Judge 
Thomas Raffaele presented two 
cellphone videos at a media gath-
ering on the steps of the Queens 

County Courthouse last week 
showing that he was attacked 
by an unidentified police officer 
during an incident in Jackson 
Heights June 1, 2012.

Officers from the 115th Pre-

cinct were arresting a suspect at 
the plaza, at 74th Street and 37th 
Road, when a crowd of 50 to 100 
people gathered and began pro-
testing what the judge viewed as 
excessive force.

“I called the precinct for 
backup because the crowd was 
getting agitated,” Raffaele re-
called. “One officer was smash-
ing his knee into the back of the 
handcuffed suspect.”

The judge said he then tried 
to help with crowd control when 
one officer went into the crowd.

“He started cursing and 
shoving people and that’s when 
he hit me with a karate chop to 
the throat so hard that it hurt for 
a week,” he said.

Raffaele, a resident of Jack-
son Heights, was taken to the hos-
pital but not before complaining 
to a sergeant.

“He said he’d look into it, but 
by that time the officer was gone 
and the sergeant said he didn’t 
know who I was talking about.”

At Elmhurst Hospital, the 
judge claims he was repeatedly 
dismissed by officers when he 
said he wanted to file a complaint. 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 

A Catholic high school in 
Middle Village is being sued by 
the Diocese of Brooklyn for fail-
ing to give up a portion of the 
revenues it makes from renting 
out unused space to a charter 
school, the diocese announced 
Tuesday.

The controversy centers 
around the parochial school, at 
68-02 Metropolitan Ave., which 
is leasing some of its space to 
Middle Village Preparatory 
Charter School.

In 1976, the school’s board of 
trustees and the diocese agreed 
to allow the school to operate in-
dependently on property owned 
by the diocese, according to a 
statement released by the dio-
cese.

It agreed to transfer the title 
to the school’s property at no 
cost with the agreement that the 
property could only be used for a 
Catholic high school, the diocese 
said. If the school closed, the 
property would be given back to 
the diocese.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Public Advocate Bill de Blasio’s victory in 
Tuesday’s mayoral race may prove to be a re-
prieve for a handful of Queens schools facing co-
locations next year.

The city last week approved plans to trim 

De Blasio victory could halt
co-locations at boro schools BY PHIL CORSO

Shovels will not yet be 
hitting the ground on the 
$850 million Flushing Com-
mons development project 
despite earlier plans for a 
fall 2013 start date, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. said.

The project, which was 
initially rolled out eight 
years ago and faced three 
years of delays, should be-
gin in early 2014, the EDC 
said. And though some re-
ports suggested that ground 
would be broken by Oct. 31, 
an EDC spokesman said the 
agency would be closing the 

deal with the Rockefeller 
Group Development Corp. 
by January with a project 
start date set soon after.

The City Council ini-
tially approved the mixed-
use project in 2010 when 
Rockefeller and TDC De-
velopment, part of a firm 

Work is expected to begin on the long-
awaited Flushing Commons project in ear-
ly 2014. Photo courtesy TDC Development

Diocese sues  
CK for rent

from charter

Judge fi nds videos for his cop suit 
Thomas Raffaele has cell phone recordings he says show attack by offi cer
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TERRIERS’ SUCCESS

St. Francis Prep players get together for a group photo after defeating Molloy in the CHSAA soccer final. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

One of the luxury 
apartment builders hard 
at work remaking the Long 
Island City skyline recent-
ly inked a deal to buy the 
property that the trendy 
Dutch Kills Bar calls home, 
but the developer was stay-
ing tight-lipped as to what 
the acquisition will mean 
for the atmospheric cock-
tail spot.

Rockrose Development 
Corp., the lux-rental build-
er that put up a 31-story 
tower at Queens West and 
is nearly ready to cut the 
ribbon on its 42-story Linc 
LIC, paid $4,636,125 last 
month for the property at 
27-24 Jackson Ave., records 
show.

Dutch Kills opened 
in the space in 2009 and 
has since been one of the 
up-and-coming neighbor-
hood’s hip draws, known 
for its elaborate cocktails 
served over crystal-clear 
blocks of “rock ice” that 
mixologists carve by hand 
behind the bar.

It is the only tenant in 
the two-story, 3,000-square-
foot building adorned with 
a glowing neon “BAR” 
sign and sits between the 
gritty strip of Jackson Av-
enue and another Rockrose 
property.

Last year the devel-
oper laid down $48 mil-
lion to buy the six-story, 
320,760-square-foot factory 
formerly owned by the Ea-
gle Electric Manufacturing 
Co. with plans to develop 
the site into a 700-unit, 
high-rise luxury tower in 
the same vein as the Ar-
chive, a historic warehouse 
Rockrose refurbished in 
the West Village.

The Eagle factory’s 
position on the back of its 
block next to Sunnyside 
Yards presented a chal-
lenge for the developer, 
however.

The building stretches 
between two side streets 
and is cut off from Jack-
son Avenue by a handful of 
properties stretching 100 

feet deep, and in order to 
maximize visibility devel-
opers usually want to bring 
their properties out to the 
busiest thoroughfare.

A spokesman for Rock-
rose said it was premature 
to discuss what will happen 
to the bar.

“It’s still a little too 
early to discuss the plans 
for Dutch Kills,” spokes-
man Richard Edmonds 
said.

The bar’s owner de-
clined to comment, but 
it is likely Rockrose will 
find a solution that keeps a 
neighborhood favorite from 
straying too far.

One Long Island City 
insider called Rockrose the 
definition of a patient com-

pany.
The developer has 

been invested in Long Is-
land City since 1988, when 
it purchased the property 
that would eventually be-
come the Linc LIC. The 
company plans to open its 
newest tower Nov. 25.

In 2011, the family-run 
business threw a month-
long series of Boca Raton-
themed pool parties inside 
rubbish containers, and 
this past summer Rock-
rose installed the M. Wells 
Steakhouse inside a former 
auto repair shop, at 43-14 
Crescent St. — all with the 
strategy of building up and 
maintaining the neighbor-
hood’s cachet.

Rockrose Development is renovating a factory behind the Dutch 
Kills Bar into apartments and has bought the bar’s building. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

High-rise developer buys 
Dutch Kills Bar building

Rockrose is planning to develop the former Eagle Electric compa-
ny factory in Dutch Kills into a high-rise luxury apartment tower. 
Photo courtesy Rockrose Development
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BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

Democratic mayoral 
candidate Bill DeBlasio, 
who vowed to fight inequal-
ity, staked his claim to New 
York City Tuesday with an 
overwhelming victory pro-
pelled in part by capturing 
65 percent of the votes cast 
for the office from Queens.

De Blasio, the current 
public advocate from Brook-
lyn, will be the first Demo-
cratic mayor to run the city 
in 20 years. He amassed 
73 percent of the votes and 
beat back a challenge from 
Republican Joe Lhota, the 
former deputy mayor under 
Rudy Giuliani, who drew 24 
percent, according to unof-
ficial results from the AP. 
The race, which followed 
primaries filled with color-
ful contenders from both 

parties, was so one-sided 
that the Associated Press 
called it at 9:51 p.m. — less 
than an hour after the polls 
had closed.

DeBlasio campaigned 
on the theme of “A Tale of 
Two Cities” and it resonat-
ed with the Queens voters 
with exit polls showing he 
led in almost every demo-
graphic. Two-thirds of the 
votes cast in Queens for 
mayor went into his col-
umn.

“We have no illusion 
— tacking inequality isn’t 
easy,” the mayor-elect told 
more than 1,000 support-
ers in Brooklyn Election 
Night. “The challenges we 
face have been decades in 
the making.”

Despite the jubilation, 
the city appeared headed 
for a sobering record. Only 

24 percent of the city’s reg-
istered voters turned out 
in what could be the low-
est showing ever for a New 
York City mayoral race, 
but other ballots still must 
be counted, The New York 
Times reported.

In Queens under crisp 
skies Tuesday, voters were 

out in force in precincts in 
Astoria, where Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr.’s seat 
was up for grabs and won 
by Democratic newcomer 
Costa Constantinides, and 
in Howard Beach, where 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) faced a 
surprisingly strong Demo-

cratic challenger in a cliff-
hanger that ended when he 
pulled out a late night vic-
tory. 

But turnout in north-
east Queens was spotty de-
spite widespread expecta-
tions that the race to replace 
indicted Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
might be the closest in the 
city. Democrat Paul Vallone 
bested Republican Dennis 
Saffran by a respectable 
margin and maintained his 
lead throughout the night. 

The polls in Rochdale 
Village were quiet. But over 
in Cambria Heights Tues-
day morning, Democrat I. 
Daneek Miller, who went 
on to win Councilman Le-
roy Comrie’s (D-St. Albans) 
seat, said he was looking 
for strong voter turnout to 
provide a mandate for the 

next administration and 
City Council.

“Those numbers will 
prove that,” he predicted.

When the returns were 
in, Miller had the highest 
number of votes cast in the 
borough for a City Council 
seat. Two other Democratic 
southeast Queens council-
men — Donovan Richards 
and Ruben Wills — were 
among the top five vote-
getters in Queens.

The Democratic Par-
ty’s big night continued as 
Letitia James became the 
first black woman to be 
elected to a citywide office 
when she aced the public 
advocate’s race. The Demo-
cratic councilwoman de-
feated Conservative Party 
candidate Robert Maresca 
83 percent to 12 percent.

Two-thirds of Queens voters mark ballots for de Blasio

Democratic Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio embraces his son Dante (l.) 
and daughter Chiara (c.) after he was elected the first Democratic 
mayor of New York City in 20 years. AP Photo/Kathy Willens

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Following a lopsided 
election Tuesday, Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz called her wide mar-
gin of victory a mandate, 
and Tony Arcabascio said 
he will never run for office 
in Queens as a Republican 
again.

With 80 percent of the 
borough’s vote in her cor-
ner, Katz handily coasted 
to victory over Arcabascio 
with 17 percent and Everly 
Brown with just under 3 
percent, according to pre-
liminary results from the 
Associated Press.  A Demo-
crat who lost in the prima-
ry, Brown ran on the Jobs & 
Education ticket.

“Tonight’s results 
show New Yorkers across 
this city share our vision, 
and know it’s time to end 
the tale of two cities in New 
York,” Katz said in a state-

ment released after her vic-
tory. “I’m proud of the race 
we ran, grateful to all our 
volunteers and supporters, 
and look forward to work-
ing with Mayor-elect de 
Blasio from Borough Hall 
to take on the inequality 
crisis in our city.”

Arcabascio, who ran 
an unsuccessful campaign 

for state Senate last year, 
said he has had it with the 
borough’s GOP Party.

“I can absolutely tell 
you that I will never run 
for office in Queens as a 
Republican again. I would 
be better off forming the 
party of Tony,” he said, cit-
ing warring factions in the 
county GOP party. “There’s 

no benefit. They don’t do 
anything to help their can-
didates.”

Arcabascio, who de-
scribes himself as a mod-
erate-to-left-leaning Repub-
lican, said he thought his 
proposals to expand urgent 
care medical centers and 
lure businesses to the bor-
ough with tax incentives 
would have resonated more 
with voters had he not been 
on the GOP line.

With polls predict-
ing a decisive victory for 
de Blasio leading up to the 
election, the Democratic 
mayoral candidate called 
for voters to turn out in 
droves and send him to 
Gracie Mansion with a his-
toric margin of victory that 
would serve as a mandate 
for his progressive agenda.  
They listened and gave him 
73 percent of the vote.

Katz said she modeled 
her campaign to address 

working-class issues, such 
as affordable housing in 
Jackson Heights, responsi-
ble economic development 
in Flushing and resiliency 
in the Rockaways.

“We ran a campaign 
that I am extremely proud 
of,” she told supporters at 
the Queens Democratic 
Party headquarters in 
Forest Hills Tuesday eve-
ning. “We sent a message 
from the moment that I 
announced my candidacy 
that we are a borough of di-
versity and that is an asset 
— it is not a flaw — in the 
borough of Queens and the 
city of New York.”

Katz was endorsed 
early on in her campaign 
by the Rev. Floyd Flake in 
southeast Queens.

Katz emerged as the 
clear favorite to win the 
post after her victory in 
the Democratic primary, 
which became a two-way 

contest between her and 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) when Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans) dropped out and 
threw his support behind 
the former councilwoman. 

Arcabascio, a direc-
tor of IT construction proj-
ects for North Shore-LIJ 
Health Systems, faced an 
uphill battle and the two 
candidates often clashed 
on the campaign trail. 
The Republican accused 
the real-estate-industry-
backed Katz of represent-
ing the 1 percent and the 
former councilwoman tried 
to align Arcabascio with 
congressional Republicans 
who shut down the federal 
government.

On Election Day, vot-
ers appeared to choose Katz 
due to her credentials and 
support from the Demo-
cratic establishment.

City ElectionsCity Elections 2013 2013

Katz swept into Boro Hall in landslide
Defeated GOP candidate Tony Arcabascio promises not to seek offi ce on Republican line again

Melinda Katz, who won the race for Queens borough president, 
casts her vote at PS 144 in Forest Hills. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Let us cook for you this Thanksgiving

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

* * 718.821.8401 * 

Reservations Strongly Recommended, Reserve Your Table Today!

SUNDAY FUNDAY
  NOW BOOKING 
  HOLIDAY PARTIES!

718-821-8401

BY PHIL CORSO

Lawmakers in Queens 
are looking to change the 
way America votes.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) stood with 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside) in front of one of 
northeast Queens’ polling 
stations Monday calling 
for a completely revamped 
election routine that would 
move voting day from Tues-
day to the weekend.

The congressman said 
it was the fourth year he 
had called for such legisla-
tion along with colleagues, 
including Rep. John Lar-
son (D-Conn.), in hopes that 
it could curb the country’s 
declining voter participa-
tion numbers.

“By moving Election 

Day from a single day in the 
middle of the work week to 
a full weekend, we are en-
couraging more working 

Americans to participate,” 
Israel said in front of the 
Clearview Senior Center, 
where borough residents 

cast their votes in Tues-
day’s election. “Our democ-
racy will be best served 
when our leaders are elect-

ed by as many Americans 
as possible.”

About 57.5 percent of 
eligible voters made it out 
to the polls in the 2012 elec-
tions. New York state came 
out in 44th place out of the 
50 states for voter participa-
tion last year.

The elected officials 
said they were behind the 
federal legislation as a way 
to reverse a sinking trend 
that currently has the 
United States ranked 138th 
out of 172 democracies na-
tionwide in voter turnout 
and dead last out of the G8 
countries.

Israel argued that 
traditional Tuesday vot-
ing was a thing of the past 
because of a decision made 
back in 1845, when Con-
gress initially chose the 
first Tuesday of November 
for elections so that farm-

ers from agrarian societies 
could make it to the polls. 
He joined with members 
of the Why Tuesday? advo-
cacy group in an attempt 
to spur a national move-
ment and join several other 
democracies around the 
world to open up voting for 
weekends.

“It is disgraceful that 
the greatest democracy in 
the world ranks 138th out 
of 172 democracies in voter 
turnout,” said Andrew 
Young, chairman of Why 
Tuesday?. “We commend 
Reps. Israel and Larson 
for proposing the Weekend 
Voting Act, a commonsense 
and balanced way to make 
voting accessible to mil-
lions of Americans who 
find it difficult — or impos-
sible — to reach the polls 
in the middle of the work 
week.”

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (c.) leads a rally in support of legislation that would move Election Day to the 
weekend in Bayside with support from state Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (l.) and state Sen. Tony 
Avella (r.). Photo by Phil Corso

 Boro lawmakers want weekend elections
NE Queens offi cials join U.S. Rep. Israel in push for federal bill to reverse decline in voting
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL PARRY
 
The artists from 

5Pointz were back in 
Brooklyn federal court 
Wednesday as hearings got 
under way into the stature 
of the artwork that cov-
ers the graffiti warehouse 
complex. 

Judge Frederic Block 
is holding the hearings to 
decide whether the art is 
transitory or permanent 
and a decision could be an-
nounced as early as next 
week. The group’s curator, 
Jonathan Cohen, known 
as Meres One, testified in 
court along with two other 
artists Wednesday and the 
building’s owner Jerry 
Wolkoff was expected to 
testify by the end of the 
week.

Cohen said that sever-
al strange things had hap-
pened lately. Two weeks ago 
the artists were stunned to 
see construction workers 
at the 5Pointz site. Demoli-
tion preparation is strictly 
prohibited by the judge, 
who issued a temporary re-
straining order in an effort 
to get both the artists and 
the developer to the negoti-
atiing table. 

Then his office at 
5Pointz was broken into. 
A drill was stolen, but 
thousands of dollars of 
video equipment went un-

touched. 
“Somebody messed 

with my files,” said Cohen, 
“I think they’re trying to 
send me a message.” Cohen 
would get another message 
later that week.

On Halloween, Banksy 
hung large block balloons 
that spelled out his name 
on a vacant building at 
35th Street and Borden Av-
enue, overlooking the Long 
Island Expressway. Then 
he bid farewell to his New 
York fans in a message on 
his website that read, “It’s 
been fun. Save 5Pointz. 
Bye.” It was a tip of the hat 
to the embattled graffiti 
artists in the 5Pointz com-
plex several blocks away, at 
22-44 Jackson Ave., and it 
answered a challenge that 
Cohen had made.

Speaking to the Lon-
don-based Guardian news-
paper last month, Cohen 
tried to enlist Banksy’s help 
in the ongoing legal battle 
to save the aerosol arts 
mecca from demolition.

“We’re not asking you 
to give us money, but your 
words could help,” he said. 
“Why don’t you put a com-
ment out?”

After reading Banksy’s 
farewell post on Halloween, 
Cohen said, “It’s good that 
he made a public statement 
about us. Maybe some of 
these media outlets that 
have been covering him all 

month will pay attention 
to our battle trying to save 
5Pointz.”

Cohen said he knew 
that Banksy was paying 
attention but he had hoped 
for a stronger show of sup-
port.

“I understand his need 
for mystery to feed the 
press,” he said. “I blame the 
media for treating him as 
the Robin Hood of graffiti 
instead of covering legal 
graffiti artists trying to 
save the largest legal collec-
tion of graffiti in the world. 
Meanwhile, you can’t find 
a paper that’s not covering 
him.”

Especially on Hal-
loween when Banksy hung 
those balloons. 

Police from the 108th 
Precinct responded when 
two people climbed a lad-
der and removed the bal-
loons. Four people were 
taken into custody, three 
were later charged with 
trespassing and the fourth 
received a summons for 
disorderly conduct accord-
ing to the NYPD. Officers 
confiscated the balloons to 
be impounded as “arrest 
evidence” according to the 
New York Times. Among 
several late arriving fans 
was Harlem’s Rory Porta 
who said, “You mean the 
NYPD finally got a piece of 
him on his final day?”

Two fans of of the British street artist Banksy flock to see his work on a building in Long Island City on 
Halloween. Photo by Bill Parry

Banksy puts last work
in LIC to back 5Pointz
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BY PHIL CORSO

The untimely death of 
a toddler crossing a busy 
intersection in Flushing 
prompted the city to take 
action after some pressure 
from northeast Queens 
lawmakers.

Allison Liao, 3, of Hill-
crest, was killed last month 
after she was hit by a 2000 
Nissan SUV on Cherry 
Avenue near Main Street 
while walking with her 
grandmother. Her death 
sent shock waves through 
the northeast Queens com-
munity and elected offi-
cials throughout the region 
called on the city Trans-
portation Department to 
revisit the dangerous inter-
section.

The driver stayed at 
the scene but has not been 
charged, police said. After 
the accident, the Flushing 
street corner was decorat-
ed with flowers and a small 
white teddy bear in memo-
ry of the toddler.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) announced Sunday 
she and other legislators 
reached an agreement with 
the DOT to enhance safety 
at the intersection and 
called on the city to con-
duct a traffic study review 
of the area.

“I am proud to an-
nounce the Department 
of Transportation has lis-
tened to the concerns of our 
community and decided to 
take the necessary correc-
tive actions,” Rozic said. 
“These measures will slow 
down drivers, make Main 
Street safer for pedestrians 
and better protect our chil-
dren and families.”

Rozic worked alongside 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) and City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) in the aftermath 
of the tragic accident to 
make sure something was 
done to alleviate dangerous 
conditions at the intersec-
tion.

BY PHIL CORSO

Authorities nabbed 
four Romanian nation-
als — two from Elmhurst 
— suspected of installing 
hidden cameras and credit 
card skimmers on ticket 
machines at various Long 
Island Rail Road stations, 
including one in Bayside, 
investigators said.

Police arrested a hus-
band-and-wife team of Val-
er Zaharia, 38, and Teodora 
Zaharia, 27, last week after 
they were spotted retriev-
ing two skimming devices 
and two hidden cameras 
from ticket vending ma-
chines at the Sea Cliff LIRR 
station, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Police said.

A further investiga-
tion led authorities to an 
apartment in Elmhurst, 
where the MTA police said 
they arrested two others 
— Niculae Petre, 45, and 
Dorin Husa, 37 — believed 
to be technicians and man-
agers of the scam in posses-
sion of thousands of debit 
and credit card numbers.

Officials said the in-
vestigation had been un-
derway since cameras and 
skimmers were also spot-
ted at other Metro-North 
Railroad ticket vending 
machines in Chappaqua, 
Westchester County. The 
MTA police said authorities 
checked all 277 machines 
in the Metro-North system 

and found no other camer-
as, but a further search into 
115 other LIRR stations and 
95 Metro-North locations 
was conducted.

“Always safeguard 
your personal information 
like your PIN number and 
report any suspicious activ-
ity,” said Helena Williams, 
LIRR president. “LIRR 
crews are also on alert, 
checking to make sure our 
ticket vending machines 
are safe to use.”

The plot started to un-
ravel when the devices were 
spotted at the Bayside and 
Great Neck stations on the 
Port Washington line, Mer-
illon Avenue on the Port 
Jefferson line and Green-
vale on the Oyster Bay line 
in mid-October, prompting 

the MTA to team up with 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown and Nassau 
County District Attorney 
Kathleen Rice.

“Identity theft is a fi-
nancial plague afflicting 
millions of victims and 
costing billions of dollars 
in losses to consumers, 
businesses and financial 
institutions. In this par-
ticular case, the defendants 
were allegedly amassing 
the personal identifying 
information of unwitting 
commuters,” Brown said. 
“This case should serve 
as a reminder that people 
should periodically check 
their credit reports, as well 
as their credit and debit 
card statements, to ensure 
that their personal infor-

mation has not been ac-
cessed by criminals.”

“Ticket vending ma-
chines are a source of con-
venience for thousands 
of people who take the 
railroad every single day, 
but unfortunately those 
machines have become a 
source of convenience and 
opportunity for a crew of 
brazen thieves targeting 
commuters,” Rice said. 
“While law enforcement 
agencies like ours continue 
to work together to rein 
in this scam entirely, cus-
tomers should raise their 
alertness at machines, try 
to use cash or credit cards 
when possible, and notify 
authorities immediately of 
any problems.” A stuffed teddy bear is taped to a pole near the dangerous inter-

section in Flushing.

Nassau County District Attorney Kathleen Rice (r.) outlines the arrests of four Romanian nationals 
suspected of scheming to rig MTA ticket vending machines with hidden cameras to steal credit card 
numbers. Photo courtesy Nassua County DA

Flushing intersection 
slated for closer look

Cops arrest four in tkt scam
Romanians accused of rigging LIRR machines to get card numbers
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BY BIANCA FORTIS
 

Nearly 100 years after 
it first opened, part of the 
Ridgewood Theatre may be 
converted into living space, 
according to documents 
filed with the city Depart-
ment of Buildings.

The owner of the the-
ater, Bushberg Properties 
LLC, has applied to trans-
form the upper floors of the 
building into residential 
space, which would provide 
40 new dwelling units, ac-
cording to the application.

The existing three sto-
ries as well as all existing 
walls and foundations of 
the theater portion of the 
building will remain the 
same.

The building, which 
for years had been on the 
market, was sold to its cur-
rent owner for $6.9 million 
in late August, documents 
filed with the Office of the 

City Register showed.
The chairman of Com-

munity Board 5, Vincent 
Arcuri, said the board has 
not seen specific plans for 
the building, but intends 
to stay involved with the 
owner.

“We are attempting to 
work closely with the cur-
rent owner to ensure that 
they follow the landmark 
regulations for the facade 
and that they try and help 
the community with some 
spaces on the ground floor 
for arts and entertain-
ment,” he said.

The theater, part of the 
Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District, was 
shuttered in 2008 due to de-
clining ticket sales. It has 
been vacant since then.

The building’s facade 
and marquee were granted 
landmark status by the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission in 2010 after 

a battle that lasted nearly 
two years.

Landmark designa-
tion means a property has 
historical, cultural or aes-

thetic value and is an im-
portant part of the city’s 
heritage. The designation 
also means the building is 
required to be kept in good 

condition and the commis-
sion must approve any al-
teration, reconstruction, 
demolition or new construc-
tion that could affect it.

After the building 
was landmarked, there re-
mained a question about 
what would eventually be-
come of the theater. In 2010 
an architect estimated the 
cost of renovating the the-
ater to be around $25 mil-
lion, a price tag that just 
was not feasible for most 
developers.

There were rumors 
that it would become a su-
permarket. Then some said 
it could become a concert 
venue. Meanwhile, commu-
nity members had launched 
an effort to keep the arts as 
part of the theater’s future. 
In 2012, the local residents 
formed the group We Love 
the Ridgewood Theatre to 
do just that. More than 200 
people signed an online pe-

tition asking the new own-
er of the theater to “include 
arts, entertainment and 
community programming” 
in the venue’s redevelop-
ment.

Designed by American 
architect Thomas White 
Lamb, the theater, at 55-
27 Myrtle Ave., originally 
opened in December 1916. It 
featured silent films as well 
as vaudeville acts.

When it opened, it ac-
commodated an audience of 
2,500. When it closed, it had 
five screens and a capacity 
of 1,950.

A representative of 
Bushberg Properties could 
be be reached for comment 
before deadline Wednes-
day.  

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The owner of the Ridgewood Theatre has plans to convert part of 
the structure into rental units.

Part of Ridgewood Theatre could be used for rental units
Community members want performing arts included in future plans of landmarked building

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 11/30/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
York College’s student 

radio station, which beams 
across the Internet from Ja-
maica to all corners of the 
globe, recently got a face-
lift, thanks to the alumnus 
who founded it almost 30 
years ago.

Ray Warren, now an 
executive at NBC Sports, 
said that when he looking 
at several different colleges 
to study communications 
in the 1970s he chose York 
because it provided him 
the opportunity to take on 
the challenge of building a 
radio station where there 
was none.

“I wrote a business 
plan, made a request to 
the York College board for 
$25,000 and built the radio 
station in the fall of ’74,” he 
said.

The first three songs 
that traveled across the 
wire line to campus build-
ings were “Hear that Mu-
sic” by Poco, “Listen to 
the Music” by The Doobie 
Brothers and “My Music” 
by Loggins and Messina.

“We basically started 
out wanting to do things 
like progressive rock, folk 
— things like that,” he re-
called. “We found out York 
had other tastes so we ad-
justed to the audience.

These days the sta-
tion is transmitted online 
at wycradio.org, and the 
programming leans heav-
ily toward the interests of 
the students in the school’s 

relatively new journalism 
program.

“I tell them if they do 
a radio version of a story in 
the school newspaper, fine. 
If they find something real-
ly juicy in the dailies, great. 
If they want to do some-
thing that really would ap-
peal to students and faculty 
and staff, that’s terrific,” 
said Tom Moore, an asso-
ciate professor of English 
who teaches two news writ-
ing classes in the college’s 
journalism program. “As a 
faculty member, I’m very 
pleased they’re writing sto-
ries and going down in front 
of the microphone. There’s 
nothing better than setting 
them down at the mic.”

Warren, who sits on 
the board of the journalism 
program, teamed up with 
the New York Mets’ Sports-
Net New York to make a 

$7,500 donation that allowed 
the station to renovate its 
studio in the college’s main 
academic building.

The student journal-
ists now have dedicated 
areas for the station’s en-
gineer and for conducting 
interviews.

Warren said the thing 
he learned most during his 
time at York — and what he 
hopes today’s students will 
take away — is that a strong 
entrepreneurial spirit can 
get one far in life.

“I learned both sides 
of the business,” he said. 
“And I learned that you 
really have to roll up your 
sleeves and go to work some 
times.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Patience Goanue, news director of York College’s radio station, 
teaches Brittany Adamson (front) how to produce a live show. 

Photo courtesy York College

York College’s radio station gets 
boost from its alumni founder
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What: A housing complex that features 48 individual 
apartments, consisting of studios, one-bedrooms, 
junior two-bedrooms and two-bedrooms, in a three-
level building, and 80 single-bedrooms in a separate, 
supportive living area. Limited to ages 65 and older, 
the property was built in 1922, with the apartments 
added in 1990 and 2000. 
The development, owned by the non-profit 
Plattduetsche Home Society, began as a retirement 
home for poor immigrants from Germany but is now 
available to all. 

What you get: The monthly fee includes maintenance 
of all common areas, security, electricity, gas, weekly 
light housekeeping and laundering of bed linens, a 
daily main meal served in the communal dining room 
and a secure storage bin for personal belongings. Each 
apartment features a balcony and an intercom 
connected to the front entrance. Apartments are wired 
with a telephone jack, cable or Fios TV and house TV 
antenna, and each unit has at least two emergency pull 
cords connected to a nurse’s aide station. Heating and 
air-conditioning are individually controlled. Smoking 
is not permitted in the building. Communal amenities 
include a spacious dining room, lounge on each floor, 
chapel with stained-glass windows, library with an 
enlarger for residents with low vision, hobby room, 
beauty / barber shop, physical fitness room, billiards, 
private party room, coin-operated laundry, indoor 
swimming pool, Jacuzzi and elevator. Outdoor 
facilities include gardens, seating areas, a gazebo, 
outdoor pavilion, pond and shuffleboard. 

Getting around: The development is across the street 
from a deli and within walking distance of two banks, 
a liquor store and a pizzeria; a bank representative 
visits the property every two weeks. In addition, the 
development has two cars and a 12-passenger van and 
runs scheduled free trips to a shoe store, greengrocer, 
supermarket and Roosevelt Field, among other places. 
If the vehicles are available, the development provides 
free transportation for medical appointments.

Getting in: Apartments and Rooms currently 
available! At times there can be an unpredictable 
wait, although residents generally move in within a 
year of submitting an application. Studios are most 
frequently available, with newcomers having the 
option of moving into a studio until a larger 
apartment becomes vacant. Prospective residents 
must undergo a medical examination that determines 
their suitability for living independently. 

Pros: Spotless and beautifully maintained, with 
ample parking. A geriatric case manager runs 
informational sessions on such topics as memory loss 
and over the counter medications and helps residents 
with everything from Medicare to elder law issues. A 
physical therapist, podiatrist, psychiatrist, and 
medical doctors visit the development regularly. In 
addition, residents who have recently been discharged 
from the hospital can convalesce in the sickbay area, 
which is monitored round-the-clock by a nurse’s aide. 
On the social front, the development has a 
recreational director, and The Ladies Society 
organizes fundraisers, holiday parties and monthly 
birthday celebrations. The development’s other 
activities include crafts, bingo, movies, word games 
and trips to places such as Lido Beach, Atlantic City, 
the Amish Country and dinner theaters. 

Cons: No pets are allowed. 

The inside line: Henry C. Bohack, the owner of the 
long-gone eponymous supermarket chain, and Henry 
Renken, a local dairy magnate, were founders of the 
charitable organization that started Plattduetsche. It 
continues to exude a strong German feeling, with its 
maps, murals, books and magazines. It also shows 
German music videos. In addition, the property’s 
chapel features regularly scheduled prayer and 
nondenominational Christian as well as Lutheran and 
Catholic services and Bible study. 

- CARA S. TRAGER

PLATTDUETSCHE RETIREMENT HOME 
1150 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 11010 

(516) 352-4252 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, November 16, 2013 

1:30 pm to 4:00 pm 
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According to the diocese, 
charter schools compete with 
Catholic schools that charge tu-
ition, so the diocese requires any 
high school or parish that rents 
space out to a charter school to 
remit 40 percent of its revenues 
into the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Trust. The trust is used for schol-
arships to “disadvantaged stu-
dents attending Catholic elemen-
tary schools negatively impacted 
by the Charter School,” accord-
ing to the statement.

The diocese says its other 
parishes and schools that rent 
space to charter schools have all 
handed over the required por-
tion of the revenues but Christ 
the King refuses to do the same. 
The middle school leases 50,000 
square feet to the middle school, 
according to the diocese.

But according to a statement 
released by Christ the King High 
School’s board of trustees, the 
board has complied with the re-
quirement to donate 40 percent of 
its rental income since July.

The lawsuit also seeks cop-
ies of any leases or other agree-
ments for secular business that 
require space to be rented on the 
property, including a daycare 
center and a continuing educa-
tion center.

“It is sad that we have to go 
to these lengths to have the rights 
of the people who comprise this 
diocese reaffirmed by the court,” 
Monsignor Steven Aguggia, judi-
cial vicar of the diocese, said in 
a statement. “But it’s time for the 
diocese to get a full accounting 
from the Christ the King board 
of what has transpired over the 
years.”

The school uses the addition-
al income to “improve and up-
date the school’s physical plant, 
keep tuition at an affordable 
level for our parents and provide 
additional educational and spiri-
tual after-school programs,” the 
board of trustees said.

Whatever is left is used to es-
tablish another scholarship fund, 
according to the board.

“Our unanimous board of 
trustees is absolutely confident 
in its legal, moral and ethical 
position with regard to the above 
dispute and looks forward to pro-
viding a quality Catholic educa-
tion to its present and future stu-
dents for many years to come,” 
Christ the King said.

Reach reporter Bianca Fortis 
by email at bfortis@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

When he was finally interviewed 
by the Queens district attorney’s 
office two months later, it was 
determined that no criminal 
charges would be filed because 
of lack of evidence. The judge ac-
cused the DA of whitewashing 
its investigation of the incident.

Raffaele recently acquired 
two cellphone videos from anon-
ymous sources who he says re-
fute the NYPD’s claim that he 
was acting too aggressively and 
injured his larynx by shouting 
too loudly.

“The videos will prove that 
all that is untrue,” said Raffa-
ele during the news conference. 
“They’re supposed to tell the 
truth and protect the truth and 
instead they’ve lied.”

The judge filed the federal 
lawsuit in August 2012, he said, 
“because what I really want is to 
clean up the situation so people 
can trust them again.”

He added, “The police are 
supposed to protect the people. 
We have to change the culture.”

While Raffaele believes the 

two videos will help him do that, 
the Queens DA’s office reacted to 
his distribution of DVDs to the 
assembled media.

“The city has yet to receive 
a copy of the tape(s), although 
the plaintiff shared it in advance 
with the media,” said Elizabeth 
Thomas, deputy director of com-
munications. “We’re always open 
to evaluating new evidence, in 
particular, if the plaintiffs pro-
vide it to the city expeditiously 
before leaking it to the press. It 
is troubling that a plaintiff al-
leging a ‘cover-up’  has thus far 
failed to disclose evidence to the 
Queens DA, the NYPD and the 
Law Department.”

A review by the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board is ex-
pected after the first of Decem-
ber .

called F&T Group, joined with 
the EDC to build in the foot-
print of the 1,000-space Munici-
pal Lot 1 between 37th and 39th 
avenues along Unions Street. 
The timeline, however, ran 
into financing trouble and the 
project was never launched.

“The new plan, which will 
maintain all existing parking 
spaces during construction, 
is the culmination of years of 
work to address community 
concerns,” said Seth Pinsky, 
former president of the EDC, 
earlier this year. “We now 
look forward to the start of 
this critical project that will 
create thousands of jobs and a 
major mixed-used destination, 
complete with open space and 
a brand-new YMCA.”

Pinksy stepped down from 
his post at the EDC in Septem-
ber.

The work is scheduled to 
occur in two phases, the EDC 
said, the first of which would 
include the construction of 
an underground parking ga-

rage with about 160 residen-
tial units, a 62,000-square-foot 
YMCA, 1.5 acres of open space 
and about 350,000 square feet of 
retail and commercial space.

Under the second phase 
another 450 residential units 
would be built as well as 15,000 
square feet of community space 
and about 150,000 square feet of 
retail or commercial space.

“Flushing Commons will 
provide local jobs, retail op-
portunities, modern residen-
tial space and community ben-
efits,” said Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing). “This devel-
opment project will enhance 
our community and make 
Flushing a destination for ev-
eryone to enjoy.”

The project sparked some 
concerns from the northeast 
Queens community and state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
fired off a letter to EDC Presi-
dent Kyle Kimball asking him 
if the city had adequate plans 
to alleviate any serious park-
ing congestion in the project’s 
footprint. 

enrollments at seven Queens 
schools in order to make room 
in their buildings for five new 
schools the city Department of 
Education plans to open, as well 
as two charter schools awaiting 
approval.

Mayor-elect de Blasio has in 
the past blasted the Bloomberg 
administration not only for its 
co-location policies, but also for 
putting forward proposals that 
will go into effect after the ad-
ministration leaves at the end 
of the year. It was unclear what 
de Blasio will do with the co-
locations approved by the city 
Panel for Educational Policy at 
its Oct. 30 meeting at the Pros-
pect Heights high school campus 
in Brooklyn, but his supporters 
said they believed it was the end 
of an error for the controversial 
policy.

“The days are short. I and 
many others were elected to 
the Council because I emphati-
cally oppose co-locations,” said 
I. Daneek Miller, who also won 
his race Tuesday. “And that is 
the position we will bring to City 
Hall.”

By the end of the meeting 

the panel had voted to trim the 
rolls at Martin Van Buren HS 
in Queens Village, JHS 226 in 
South Ozone Park, PS 40 in South 
Jamaica, JHS 72 at Rochdale Vil-
lage and Long Island City HS 
to make way for new schools in 
their buildings.

The panel also reduced en-
rollments at August Martin HS 
in South Jamaica and IS 59 in 
Springfield Gardens to accom-

modate two Success Academy 
Charter Schools, which will be 
seeking approval from the State 
University of New York later this 
year.

A plan to create a new high 
school at the Campus Magnet 
complex in Cambria Heights, 
where the city began phasing 
out two schools this year, was 
removed from the agenda and 
rescheduled for the panel’s Nov. 

26 meeting.
In the weeks leading up to 

the showdown, members of the 
doomed schools’ communities 
vigorously protested the co-lo-
cations, arguing that the prac-
tice drains resources from the 
incumbent school, which is left 
to fail.

But the panel is made up of 
a majority of mayoral appointees 
and is seen as a rubber stamp for 
the Bloomberg administration, 
which has relied on controver-
sial policies in its effort to reform 
a struggling school system.

The meeting began with 
hundreds of people, many of 
them grade-school children, 
shouting “Shame on you” and 
“Bloomberg’s puppets” so loudly 
one of the panel members said 
the meeting would have to be 
cancelled if the crowd did not 
quiet down.

At one point a pair of stu-
dent advisers to the panel, in-
cluding a Benjamin N. Cardozo 
pupil, were introduced to a deaf-
ening mix of boos and cheers, 
emblematic of the “us-vs.-them” 
dynamic that exists after 12 
years under Bloomberg.

Community members are 
particularly upset that the may-
or is not letting up in the final 
months of his administration.

Continued from Page 1 

Lawsuit
Continued from Page 1 

PEP

Continued from Page 1 

Judge
Continued from Page 1 

Commons

Alicia Hyndman, president of southeast Queens’ CEC 29, speaks out against 
co-location proposals at a Panel for Educational Policy meeting. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

www.TimesLedger.com

THOMAS RAFFAELE
Photo by Bill Parry
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

Spätzle  $6.99 LB.

Completely Prepared
Stammtisch Saurkraut 

2 lb. Package for $4.99

Red Cabbage  $5.49 2 LBS.

Assorted Oktoberfest Beer
Priced Accordingly

Rouladen  Cut to Order, $9.99 LB.

Pot Roast & Roast Beef
starting at $6.99 LB.

Pork Roast  Cut to Order, $5.99 LB.

Schinkensülze  $6.99 LB.

Wild Boar & Blueberry Sausage  
$12.99 LB.

Venison & Wild Mushroom 
Sausage  $12.99 LB.

100% Chicken Bratburgers
 $5.99 LB.
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