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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southeast Queens’ three 
Democratic City Council candi-
dates coasted to victory Tuesday 
with decisive margins of victory 
and some of the largest raw-vote 
counts in the borough.

Councilmen-elect I. Daneek 
Miller, Donovan Richards and 
Ruben Wills each won their over-
whelmingly Democratic districts 
with margins of victory greater 
than 87 percent, according to pre-
liminary figures from the city 
Board of Elections.

Miller, a transit union leader 
who was handpicked by outgo-
ing Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), was elected to his 
first term at City Hall with 20,333 
votes, the most in the borough.

“Thank you Southeast 
Queens for your strong vote of 
confidence and decisive mandate 
for progressive values and the 
needs of working families,” he 
tweeted Wednesday morning.

Politico and management 
consultant Sondra Peeden, who 
ran against Miller in the Demo-
cratic primary, came in with 
about 3 percent of Tuesday’s vote.

Miller has pledged to bring 
participatory budgeting to the 
district — which covers Hollis, 
St. Albans, Cambria Heights and 
most of downtown Jamaica — and 
is at work getting a jump-start be-
fore he is sworn in in January.

Continued on Page 40

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Following a lopsided election 
Tuesday, Borough President-elect 
Melinda Katz called her wide 
margin of victory a mandate, 
and Tony Arcabascio said he will 
never run for office in Queens as 

a Republican again.
With 80 percent of the bor-

ough’s vote in her corner, Katz 
handily coasted to victory over 
Arcabascio with 17 percent and 
Everly Brown with just under 3 
percent, according to prelimi-
nary results from the Associated 

Press.  A Democrat who lost in 
the primary, Brown ran on the 
Jobs & Education ticket.

“Tonight’s results show New 
Yorkers across this city share 
our vision, and know it’s time to 
end the tale of two cities in New 
York,” Katz said in a statement 

released after her victory. “I’m 
proud of the race we ran, grateful 
to all our volunteers and support-
ers, and look forward to working 
with Mayor-elect de Blasio from 
Borough Hall to take on the in-
equality crisis in our city.”

ULRICH SCORES COUNCIL VICTORY

Republican Councilman Eric Ulrich is joined by his wife Yadira to cast his vote in Howard Beach. Ulrich won his re-election bid against Democratic challenger 
Lew Simon after trailing during the early returns. See story on Page 5. More political coverage on Pages 3-9. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40
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Katz wins Boro Hall in landslide
Arcabascio turns back on Queens Republican Party after defeat

SE Queens pols 
coast to victory 
in Council races

Ridgewood Theater may 
become residential units 
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BY BILL PARRY

A Queens judge now 
possesses what he thinks 
he needs in his lawsuit 
against the city, the NYPD 
and Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown: two 
pieces of visual evidence.

State Supreme Court 
Judge Thomas Raffaele 
presented two cellphone 
videos at a media gathering 
on the steps of the Queens 
County Courthouse last 
week showing that he was 
attacked by an unidentified 
police officer during an in-
cident in Jackson Heights 
June 1, 2012.

Officers from the 115th 
Precinct were arresting a 
suspect at the plaza, at 74th 
Street and 37th Road, when 
a crowd of 50 to 100 people 
gathered and began protest-
ing what the judge viewed 
as excessive force.

“I called the precinct 
for backup because the 
crowd was getting agitat-
ed,” Raffaele recalled. “One 
officer was smashing his 

knee into the back of the 
handcuffed suspect.”

The judge said he then 
tried to help with crowd 
control when one officer 
went into the crowd.

“He started cursing 
and shoving people and 
that’s when he hit me with 
a karate chop to the throat 
so hard that it hurt for a 
week,” he said.

Raffaele, a resident of 
Jackson Heights, was taken 
to the hospital but not be-
fore complaining to a ser-
geant.

“He said he’d look into 
it, but by that time the of-
ficer was gone and the ser-
geant said he didn’t know 
who I was talking about.”

At Elmhurst Hospital, 
the judge claims he was 
repeatedly dismissed by 
officers when he said he 
wanted to file a complaint. 
When he was finally in-
terviewed by the Queens 
district attorney’s office 
two months later, it was 
determined that no crimi-
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The artists from 

5Pointz were back in 
Brooklyn federal court 
Wednesday as hearings got 
under way into the stature 
of the artwork that cov-
ers the graffiti warehouse 
complex. 

Judge Frederic Block 
is holding the hearings to 
decide whether the art is 
transitory or permanent 
and a decision could be an-
nounced as early as next 
week. The group’s curator, 
Jonathan Cohen, known 
as Meres One, testified in 
court along with two other 
artists Wednesday and the 
building’s owner Jerry 
Wolkoff was expected to 
testify by the end of the 
week.

Cohen said that sever-
al strange things had hap-
pened lately. Two weeks ago 
the artists were stunned to 
see construction workers 
at the 5Pointz site. Demoli-
tion preparation is strictly 
prohibited by the judge, 
who issued a temporary re-
straining order in an effort 
to get both the artists and 
the developer to the negoti-
atiing table. 

Then his office at 
5Pointz was broken into. 
A drill was stolen, but 
thousands of dollars of 
video equipment went un-
touched. 

“Somebody messed 
with my files,” said Cohen, 
“I think they’re trying to 
send me a message.” Cohen 
would get another message 
later that week.

On Halloween, Banksy 
hung large block balloons 
that spelled out his name 
on a vacant building at 
35th Street and Borden Av-
enue, overlooking the Long 
Island Expressway. Then 
he bid farewell to his New 
York fans in a message on 
his website that read, “It’s 
been fun. Save 5Pointz. 
Bye.” It was a tip of the hat 
to the embattled graffiti 
artists in the 5Pointz com-
plex several blocks away, at 
22-44 Jackson Ave., and it 
answered a challenge that 
Cohen had made.

Speaking to the Lon-
don-based Guardian news-
paper last month, Cohen 
tried to enlist Banksy’s help 
in the ongoing legal battle 
to save the aerosol arts 
mecca from demolition.

“We’re not asking you 
to give us money, but your 

words could help,” he said. 
“Why don’t you put a com-
ment out?”

After reading Banksy’s 
farewell post on Halloween, 
Cohen said, “It’s good that 
he made a public statement 
about us. Maybe some of 
these media outlets that 
have been covering him all 
month will pay attention 
to our battle trying to save 
5Pointz.”

Cohen said he knew 
that Banksy was paying 
attention but he had hoped 
for a stronger show of sup-
port.

“I understand his need 
for mystery to feed the 
press,” he said. “I blame the 
media for treating him as 
the Robin Hood of graffiti 
instead of covering legal 
graffiti artists trying to 
save the largest legal collec-
tion of graffiti in the world. 

Meanwhile, you can’t find 
a paper that’s not covering 
him.”

Especially on Hal-
loween when Banksy hung 
those balloons. 

Police from the 108th 
Precinct responded when 
two people climbed a lad-
der and removed the bal-
loons. Four people were 
taken into custody, three 
were later charged with 
trespassing and the fourth 
received a summons for 
disorderly conduct accord-
ing to the NYPD. Officers 
confiscated the balloons to 
be impounded as “arrest 
evidence” according to the 
New York Times. Among 
several late arriving fans 
was Harlem’s Rory Porta 
who said, “You mean the 
NYPD finally got a piece of 
him on his final day?”

Judge Thomas Raffaele is suing the city, the NYPD and Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown, claiming he was attacked by a po-
lice officer. Photo by Bill Parry

Two fans of of the British street artist Banksy flock to see his work on a building in Long Island City on 
Halloween. Photo by Bill Parry

Queens judge builds
evidence in cop suit

Banksy makes LIC last hit
British artist ends residency by tagging building overlooking LIE

Continued on Page 46
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Costa Constantinides 

was a landslide winner for 
the 22nd City Council Dis-
trict seat, beating four con-
tenders with more than 65.6 
percent of the vote, accord-
ing to preliminary results.

The lifelong Astoria 
resident spoke to hundreds 
of supporters who packed 
the Ravens Head Public 
House, at 23-70 31st St., 
Tuesday night, say-
ing, “You get over 
65 percent in a field 
of five, that’s really 
saying something!”

During his victory 
speech to family, friends 
and other leaders, Constan-
tinides said, “The faith that 
the people in this district 
put on me is humbling.”

Lynne Serpe, of the 
Green Party, finished a dis-
tant second with 15 percent 
and congratulated the win-
ner Wednesday morning, 

based on unofficial num-
bers reported by the As-
sociated Press. Republican 
Daniel Peterson finished 
third with 11.2 percent and 
Conservative candidate 
Danielle De Stefano had 7.9 
percent. Jerry Kann, the 
Populist candidate running 
for a fifth time, finished 
with less than 1 percent.

Constantinides is con-
sidered to be a rising star 
in the Democratic Party, a 

community orga-
nizer and district 
leader with deep 
connections, hav-

ing served on the staffs of 
several Council members, 
most recently as Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Council-
man James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows).

He had the endorse-
ments of Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo, U.S. Reps. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) and other local 

leaders, political clubs and 
labor unions.

Constantinides will 
take over the Council seat 
that was held by two gen-
erations of Vallones: out-
going Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
his father Peter Vallone Sr. 
The two have held the office 
since 1974. The district cov-
ers Astoria, parts of Long 
Island City and, because of 
redistricting, a section of 
Jackson Heights.

State Assemblyman 
Mike DenDekker (D-Jack-
son Heights) spoke at the 
victory party and welcomed 
Constantinides aboard, 
saying, “Now I’ve got help 
fighting the airport noise!”

Also on hand was As-
semblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), who welcomed 
Constantinides to a unique 
political team. All three are 
lifelong Astorians and, for 

the first time, all three As-
toria leaders share Greek-
American heritage.

“It’s a historic moment 
to become the first Greek 
on the City Council,” shout-
ed Constantinides. “I’m 
proud of my roots and my 
heritage.”

The one TV news crew 
covering the event was 
from the only Greek-Amer-
ican station in the country, 
New Greek Television.

“This is a very, very 
big story for us,” said the 
newscaster, Dimitris Filip-
pidis.

Astoria has always 
been known as a Greek 
enclave, especially in the 
years and between  1965 and 
1980, when many returned 
home after the country 
joined the European Union. 
The current economic col-
lapse has created a new 
swell of immigrants with 
many moving back to As-
toria.

The three stressed that 
while the Greek communi-
ty is a large part of Astoria, 
there is a multitude of other 
ethnicities as well.

“We’ve got over 160,000 
constituents here and they 
will all have a voice at City 
Hall,” said Constantinides.

When he cast his bal-
lot at PS 85, Constantinides 
was joined by his wife Lori 
and his 4-year-old son Niko-
las. The prospects of his 
election seemed daunting 
to his wife, who prefers a 
more private life.

“I’ve been in Astoria 
my whole life, so it’s all 
pretty surreal. When we 
were married he was a toy 
store manager at KB. This 
was never in the plans,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Costa Constantinides makes a victory speech to a packed room 
full of supporters at the Ravens Head Public House in Astoria. 

Photo by Bill Parry 

Costa Constantinides wins Astoria City Council seat
Democratic nominee to become fi rst Greek in legislative body when he takes over from Vallone Jr.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379
(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Students Honored as  
Students of the Month

 Christ the King High School honored the following students as Students of the Month for 
their grades.  They were recognized for their hard work and dedication to their education.  
 Joined by Principal Peter Mannarino; Freshman Dean, Joanne Castellino; Sophomore 
Dean, Steven Giusto; Senior Dean, Veronica Arbitello; and Teacher of the Month, Pat 
McDermott along with the following students: Ashley Caporal, Alison Maciocia, Alysha Khan, 
Robert Stallone, Brittany DeLuca, Krisza Phanartzis, Anmol Deep, and Kinmel Williams.

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 

curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 

is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 

Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 

Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda 

Evans, Trustee; ; Dolores St. Louis. Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, 

Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/.  Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to the 
brave men and women who served our 
nation and express our gratitude for all 

they’ve sacrifi ced to protect our freedom.

Happy Veteran’s Day

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), who 
promised that she would 
continue the work she has 
started in the 30th Council 
District if she is re-elected, 
had her wish granted by 
voters.

She will retain her 
seat as the City Council-
woman for the 30th Dis-
trict. She won 58.9 percent 
of the vote, according to 
the Associated Press. 

Crowley successfully 
defended the seat from 
her opponent, Republican 
Craig Caruana, who took 
home 41.4 percent, the AP 
said.

It was a hard-fought 
race. At the only debate be-
tween the two candidates, 
held early last week, audi-
ence members let loose a 
steady stream of cheers 
and jeers for the entire 
hour and a half.

The two battled on 
nearly ever hot button is-
sue in the district, from a 
proposed homeless shelter 
in Glendale to plans to con-
vert an abandoned glass 
factory into an arts and 
event center.

Both candidates spent 
Election Day stumping 
for votes throughout the 
district, which includes 
Glendale, Maspeth, Mid-
dle Village, Richmond 
Hill, Ridgewood and parts 
of Woodside and Wood-
haven.

Crowley celebrated 
the victory at Woodhaven 
House in Rego Park and 

gave an impassioned 
speech during which she 
thanked her supporters.

“This has been a very 
long campaign, but the 
people of the 30th District 
have spoken tonight,” 
Crowley said. “And guess 
what? They want to send 
me back to City Hall. The 
people on this room — you 
guys have been the back-
bone of my campaign. It 
starts from when I was just 
a little girl and I looked up 
to my mother for sense of 
support.”

“We took the message 
of the accomplishments 
that we’ve had ... whether 
it was building four new 
schools, creating over 5,000 
classroom seats or saving 
the firehouses,” Crowley 
told the packed room. “We 
had so many fire officers 
out there flooding the dis-
trict, carrying the mes-
sage of how unfortunately 
our own mayor wanted to 
close fire companies.”

Crowley also gave a 
shoutout to the mayor-
elect, Democrat Bill De 
Blasio, in her speech.

“The good thing about 
tonight is not only did we 
win here, but we won 
across the city,” she said. 
“And the next mayor’s not 
going to try to close the 
firehouses. Whether it’s 
investing in infrastruc-
ture projects in the district 
or making sure that we 
improve public transpor-
tation, a woman’s access 
to healthcare, there’s so 
much more work ahead of 

BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

Democratic mayoral 
candidate Bill DeBlasio, 
who vowed to fight inequal-
ity, staked his claim to New 
York City Tuesday with an 
overwhelming victory pro-
pelled in part by capturing 
65 percent of the votes cast 
for the office from Queens.

De Blasio, the current 
public advocate from Brook-
lyn, will be the first Demo-
cratic mayor to run the city 
in 20 years. He amassed 
73 percent of the votes and 
beat back a challenge from 
Republican Joe Lhota, the 
former deputy mayor under 
Rudy Giuliani, who drew 24 
percent, according to unof-
ficial results from the AP. 
The race, which followed 
primaries filled with color-
ful contenders from both 
parties, was so one-sided 
that the Associated Press 
called it at 9:51 p.m. — less 
than an hour after the polls 
had closed.

DeBlasio campaigned 
on the theme of “A Tale of 

Two Cities” and it resonat-
ed with the Queens voters 
with exit polls showing he 
led in almost every demo-
graphic. Two-thirds of the 
votes cast in Queens for 
mayor went into his col-
umn.

“We have no illusion 
— tacking inequality isn’t 
easy,” the mayor-elect told 
more than 1,000 support-
ers in Brooklyn Election 
Night. “The challenges we 
face have been decades in 

the making.”
Despite the jubilation, 

the city appeared headed 
for a sobering record. Only 
24 percent of the city’s reg-
istered voters turned out 
in what could be the low-
est showing ever for a New 
York City mayoral race, 
but other ballots still must 
be counted, The New York 
Times reported.

In Queens under crisp 
skies Tuesday, voters were 
out in force in precincts in 

Astoria, where Council-
man Peter Vallone Jr.’s seat 
was up for grabs and won 
by Democratic newcomer 
Costa Constantinides, and 
in Howard Beach, where 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) faced a 
surprisingly strong Demo-
cratic challenger in a cliff-
hanger that ended when he 
pulled out a late night vic-
tory. 

But turnout in north-

BY PHIL CORSO

Flushing attorney 
Paul Vallone came out 
victorious after a heated 
City Council campaign in 
northeast Queens and will 
replace embattled Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) in 2014.

By the end of voting 
Tuesday night, Vallone 
beat Republican candidate 
Dennis Saffran, an attor-
ney from Douglaston, with 
57.2 percent of the vote, pre-
liminary results from the 
Associated Press showed. 
Saffran had 42.8 percent of 
the vote.  

The win secured Val-
lone his spot in the previ-
ously red 19th District, 

which includes Auburn-
dale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Whites-
tone.

It had been widely ex-

pected that the race would 
be among the tightest in the 
city with the Republicans 
having a good shot at keep-
ing the seat.  But the strong 

GOP showing never materi-
alized in face of the historic 
landslide victory by Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate 
Bill de Blasio.

]\Vallone celebrated 
the win at a crowded victory 
party at Vivaldi of Bayside, 
jam-packed with Queens 
Democrats such as state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone) as well as members of 
the Vallone clan.

“District 19 got its 
Council seat back,” Vallone 
yelled after declaring victo-
ry around 10:30 p.m. Tues-
day night at the party. “The 
good guys did it today.”

The election also 

Paul Vallone (c.) kisses his daughter Catena’s head (r.), along-
side wife Anna-Marie (l.), daughter Lea and son Charlie. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Democratic Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio embraces his son Dante (l.) and daughter Chiara (c.) after he 
was elected the first Democratic mayor of New York City in 20 years. AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Elizabeth Crowley celebrates after being re-elected to the New 
York City Council Tuesday night. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Paul Vallone takes Halloran’s place

Bill De Blasio wins big
Democrat swept to victory with astounding 73 percent majority

Crowley holds off bid 
from Republican foe

City ElectionsCity Elections 2013 2013

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Not until well into the 
night Tuesday was it clear 
that City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
would retain his seat.

He won with 53 per-
cent of the vote, according 
to the Associated Press, 
but he faced stiff competi-
tion from Democratic op-
ponent Lew Simon, who 
received 47 percent of the 
vote.

For the first few hours 
after the polls closed, Si-
mon, a state Assembly dis-
trict leader and former pri-
vate school teacher, was in 
the lead.

It was the closest 
Council race in the city, 
according to numbers pro-
vided by the AP.

The candidates were 
vying to represent District 
32, which includes Belle 
Harbor, Breezy Point, 

Broad Channel, Hamilton 
Beach, Howard Beach, 
Lindenwood, Neponsit, 
Ozone Park, Rockaway 
Beach, Rockaway Park, 
South Ozone Park, South 
Richmond Hill and Wood-
haven.

Ulrich, who serves as 
the minority whip of the 
Republican delegation in 
the Council, was elected in 
a special election in 2009 
and then re-elected later 
that year. His campaign 
was backed by Republican 
mayoral candidate Joe 
Lhota.

The Republican coun-
cilman may have gotten 
some blowback from the 
historic win by Democrat-
ic mayor candidate Bill 
de Blasio, who captured 
65 percent of the votes in 
Queens. The demograph-
ics in the district also have 
changed with many peo-
ple still shut out of their 

homes in the aftemath of 
Hurricane Sandy, but how 
that might have played out 
in the election was not yet 
clear.

 Voter Vanessa Mor-

gan, who voted at the same 
location as the incumbent 
— PS 232 in Howard Beach 
— said Ulrich earned her 
vote.

“Eric Ulrich I know 

from his work around the 
neighborhood,” she said, 
pointing out that she also 
voted for Republican may-
oral candidate Joe Lhota. 
“I know he worked closely 

with [Rudy] Giuliani, so 
that was a motivating fac-
tor.”

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
breezed through her race 
to a victory with 91.8 per-
cent of the vote, according 
to the AP. Her opponent in 
the race for the 29th Dis-
trict seat, Jon Torodash, 
took 8.2 percent of the 
vote.

The district includes 
Forest Hills, Rego Park 
and Kew Gardens.

Torodash, a software 
engineer and former 
teacher who said he has 
never before been a mem-
ber of a political party, ran 
on the Civic Virtue line. 
The name of the party 
is a nod to “Triumph of 
Civic Virtue,” a statute 
that was controversially 
moved from Borough Hall 
to a private cemetery in 

BY PHIL CORSO

Two new faces earned 
a spot in the City Council 
this week, while two others 
who have already been rep-
resenting northeast Queens 
held onto their seats.

Voters elected former 
state Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman to another job 
in public office, replacing 
term-limited Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows), while Paul Val-
lone was chosen to replace 
outgoing Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone). 
Incumbent Councilmen 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) and 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) also coasted to 
victory Tuesday night, re-
taining their spots in of-

fice.
Lancman landed back 

into a government office 
Tuesday night after beat-
ing Republican Alexander 
Blishteyn and Values candi-
date Mujib U. Rahman with 
73.7 percent of the vote, the 
Associated Press reported. 
The victory came one year 
after he vacated his Assem-
bly seat, handing him the 
keys to the borough’s 24th 
Council District, which 
includes Flushing, Fresh 
Meadows and Jamaica.

In Flushing, Demo-
cratic incumbent Koo 
won a second term in the 
Council after beating three 
others vying for his 20th 
District seat. Unofficial re-
sults from the AP showed 
Koo on top of the four-way 

race with 79.6 percent of 
the vote, beating out Green 
Party candidate Evergreen 
Chou, Jobs & Education 
candidate Martha Flores-
Vazquez and Republican 
Sunny Hahn.

Koo was first elected to 
the seat in 2009 as a Republi-
can representing Flushing, 
Queensboro Hill, Mitchell 
Gardens, Auburndale and 
Whitestone.  He switched 
parties in January 2012.

Weprin, the other in-
cumbent who was looking 
to hold onto his northeast 
Queens seat, celebrated a 
commanding victory in 
Tuesday night’s vote, de-
feating Reform Party chal-
lenger Joseph Concannon.

Weprin had collected 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

New York voters de-
cided to bring Las Vegas-
style casinos to the state 
when they approved a con-
troversial ballot measure 
Tuesday night.

Some 57 percent of 
voters approved it, while 
43 percent voted against 
it, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

The measure, which 
will amend the state Con-
stitution, asked voters to 
“allow the Legislature to 
authorize and regulate 
up to seven casinos for 
the legislated purposes of 
promoting job growth, in-
creasing aid to schools and 
permitting local govern-
ments to lower property 

taxes through revenues 
generated.”

But those who op-
posed the referendum said 
it will not benefit the state 
as much as proponents 
claim and that it will rely 
on gambling addiction to 
succeed.

The Coalition Against 
Gambling in New York had 
argued that the revenues 
from the casinos would ac-

tually amount to just a few 
dollars for property tax 
relief and aid to education, 
especially for New York 
City residents.

And members of the 
coalition say the amend-
ment relies on problem 
and pathological gamblers 
to succeed.

The original state 
Constitution banned 

A ballot measure that passed Tuesday night will allow for full-scale 
casino gambling in New York. Photo by Christina Santucci

Councilman Eric Ulrich casts his ballot at PS 232 in Howard Beach. Photo by Christina Santucci

Las Vegas casino resolution
gets nod in New York state

Democrats chalk up victories
in NE Queens Council runs

Ulrich keeps post after cliff-hanger ends
Democratic challenger Lew Simon leads Republican incumbent in early hours of vote counting                                   
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Public Advocate Bill 
de Blasio’s victory in Tues-
day’s mayoral race may 
prove to be a reprieve for a 
handful of Queens schools 
facing co-locations next 
year.

The city last week ap-
proved plans to trim en-
rollments at seven Queens 
schools in order to make 
room in their buildings for 
five new schools the city 
Department of Education 
plans to open, as well as 
two charter schools await-
ing approval.

Mayor-elect de Blasio 
has in the past blasted the 
Bloomberg administration 
not only for its co-location 
policies, but also for put-
ting forward proposals that 
will go into effect after the 
administration leaves at 
the end of the year. It was 
unclear what de Blasio will 
do with the co-locations ap-
proved by the city Panel for 
Educational Policy at its 

Oct. 30 meeting at the Pros-
pect Heights high school 
campus in Brooklyn, but 
his supporters said they be-
lieved it was the end of an 
error for the controversial 
policy.

“The days are short. 
I and many others were 
elected to the Council be-
cause I emphatically op-
pose co-locations,” said I. 
Daneek Miller, who also 
won his race Tuesday. “And 
that is the position we will 
bring to City Hall.”

By the end of the meet-
ing the panel had voted to 
trim the rolls at Martin 
Van Buren HS in Queens 
Village, JHS 226 in South 
Ozone Park, PS 40 in South 
Jamaica, JHS 72 at Roch-
dale Village and Long Is-
land City HS to make way 
for new schools in their 
buildings.

The panel also reduced 
enrollments at August 
Martin HS in South Ja-
maica and IS 59 in Spring-
field Gardens to accommo-

date two Success Academy 
Charter Schools, which 
will be seeking approval 
from the State University of 
New York later this year.

A plan to create a new 
high school at the Campus 

Magnet complex in Cam-
bria Heights, where the 
city began phasing out two 
schools this year, was re-
moved from the agenda and 
rescheduled for the panel’s 
Nov. 26 meeting.

In the weeks leading 
up to the showdown, mem-
bers of the doomed schools’ 
communities vigorously 
protested the co-locations, 
arguing that the practice 
drains resources from the 

incumbent school, which is 
left to fail.

But the panel is made 
up of a majority of may-
oral appointees and is seen 
as a rubber stamp for the 
Bloomberg administration, 
which has relied on con-
troversial policies in its ef-
fort to reform a struggling 
school system.

The meeting began 
with hundreds of people, 
many of them grade-school 
children, shouting “Shame 
on you” and “Bloomberg’s 
puppets” so loudly one of 
the panel members said the 
meeting would have to be 
cancelled if the crowd did 
not quiet down.

At one point a pair of 
student advisers to the pan-
el, including a Benjamin N. 
Cardozo pupil, were intro-
duced to a deafening mix of 
boos and cheers, emblem-
atic of the “us-vs.-them” 
dynamic that exists after 12 
years under Bloomberg.

Community members 

Alicia Hyndman, president of southeast Queens’ CEC 29, speaks out against co-location proposals at a 
Panel for Educational Policy meeting. Photo by Rich Bockmann

De Blasio win may weigh on boro school co-locations
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

ST. ALBANS — A former Queens public school teacher 
convicted this June of sexually abusing five of his students 
received a 35-year prison sentence Wednesday, Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown said.

Simon A. Watts, 42, of 114-44 197th St. in St. Albans, was 
convicted of three counts of second-degree course of sexual 
conduct against a child, two counts of first-degree sexual 
abuse, one count of forcible touching and five counts of en-
dangering the welfare of a child.

Watts worked at PS 15 in Springfield Gardens where he 
was a third- and fourth-grade teacher to the five students, 
four female and one male, who he sexually abused — some-
times on multiple occasions — between Sept. 1, 2007, and 
March 9, 2010, Brown said.

According to trial testimony, on March 9, 2010, Watts 
was sitting at his desk reviewing a 9-year-old student’s work when he took her hand 
and placed it on his penis over his clothing. The child reported the incident to her 
mother that night and Watts was removed from school and suspended the next day, 
Brown said.

About a month after his arrest, the other four students came forward and said 
Watts had touched them in a sexual manner or made them touch him, Brown said.

WOODSIDE — Police were search-
ing for suspects wanted in connection 
with an attempted burglary in Wood-
side.

On Oct. 24, at about 2 p.m., two sus-
pects attempted to enter an apartment 
near 61st Street and Woodside Avenue, 
police said. They tried to manipulate the 
locks on the door.

The suspects fled when the victim 
banged on the door from inside the apart-

ment, according to police. The victim 
caught images of the suspects by record-
ing them on his cellphone through the 
peephole.

SUNNYSIDE — Just before noon 
Tuesday, the NYPD responded to reports 
of a foul odor inside an apartment, at 43-33 
46th St. in Sunnyside.

Officers found two people, uncon-
scious and unresponsive, inside the liv-
ing room of the first-floor apartment, ac-
cording to police reports.

EMS responded and pronounced the 
two dead at the scene.

There was no apparent trauma and 
they were identified as Diana Rodriguez, 

a 47-year-old woman, and a 59-year-old 
man named Kevin Flannelly.

The Medical Examiner’s Office will 

Blotter
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are particularly upset that 
the mayor is not letting up 
in the final months of his 
administration.

“It’s time to stop it. The 
community didn’t want it. 
It told you so, 100 percent,” 

Ken Achiron, the United 
Federation of Teachers 
chapter leader at Long Is-
land City, said. “It’s you 
guys on the mayoral panel. 
You’re leaving anyway. It 
should give you the cour-
age to do the right thing by 
these schools and vote the 
proposals down.”

Alicia Hyndman, 

chairwoman of Commu-
nity Board 12 in southeast 
Queens, said the commu-
nity was opposed to co-
location proposals across 
the city, and took umbrage 
with the administration’s 
stance that the policy pro-
vides communities with 
high quality schools.

“This term is not only 

unproven in many cases 
but highly offensive to any-
one associated with the ex-
isting schools,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BREAKING NEWS

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 The Working Families 

Party backed three out of 
four of the borough’s new 
City Council members, and 
incumbents who had previ-
ously run on the influential 
party’s line saw the per-
centage of their WFP votes 
grow in Tuesday’s election. 

Mayor-elect Bill de 
Blasio will be the city’s 
first candidate to run on 
the WFP line and make it 
to Gracie Mansion. And 
with the party backing the 
new city comptroller, Scott 
Stringer, and city public 
advocate, Letitia James, 
its influence is expected to 
grow. The three candidates 
for citywide office drew 
most of their support on the 
Democratic Party line.

The WFP backed three 
borough Council candi-
dates who won their first 
term in City Hall Tuesday: 
Costa Constantinides in 
Astoria, Rory Lancman 
in Fresh Meadows and I. 
Daneek Miller in St. Al-
bans.

The party backed Aus-
tin Shafran in his bid for 
disgraced Councilman Dan 
Halloran’s (R-Whitestone) 
seat in northeast Queens. 
But Shafran lost during 
the Democratic primary to 
Paul Vallone, who claimed 
victory in Tuesday’s elec-
tion.   

Incumbent Council-
men Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) and Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) — neither of whom 

faced challengers this year 
— saw their shares of WFP 
voters grow from four years 
ago.

Van Bramer saw his 
share of WFP votes jump 
from 6.5 percent in 2009 to 
10.5 percent this year and 
Dromm saw his go from 7.6 
percent to 9.9 percent. The 
two had the highest shares 
of WFP voters in the bor-
ough.

The state’s system of 
fusion voting allows two 
or more parties to endorse 
a candidate who can pool 
votes from both. It allows 
a third  party like Work-
ing Families to have an 
outsized influence in what 
is still a two-party — in 
the case of New York City, 
mostly a one-party — sys-
tem.

The WFP was formed 
in 1998 and advocates a pro-
gressive agenda on issues 
such as paid sick leave and 
repealing Byzantine drug 
laws.

At a polling location in 
southeast Queens Tuesday, 
a quartet of CWA 1180 union 
members were encourag-
ing voters to pull the lever 
for the three citywide can-
didates on the WFP line.

“We are here cam-
paigning for our jobs,” said 
Betty, a Rosedale resident. 
“We have been working 
with no raise for the last 
four years and we don’t ex-
pect to get one under Joe.”

“We’re sending a 
strong message to the Dem-
ocrats: Don’t leave us to be 
bullied,” she added.

BY PHIL CORSO

Lawmakers in Queens 
are looking to change the 
way America votes.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) stood with 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside) in front of one of 
northeast Queens’ polling 
stations Monday calling 
for a completely revamped 
election routine that would 
move voting day from Tues-
day to the weekend.

The congressman said 
it was the fourth year he 
had called for such legisla-
tion along with colleagues, 
including Rep. John Lar-
son (D-Conn.), in hopes that 
it could curb the country’s 
declining voter participa-
tion numbers.

“By moving Election 
Day from a single day in the 
middle of the work week to 
a full weekend, we are en-
couraging more working 
Americans to participate,” 
Israel said in front of the 
Clearview Senior Center, 
where borough residents 
cast their votes in Tues-
day’s election. “Our democ-
racy will be best served 
when our leaders are elect-
ed by as many Americans 
as possible.”

About 57.5 percent of 
eligible voters made it out 
to the polls in the 2012 elec-
tions. New York state came 
out in 44th place out of the 
50 states for voter participa-
tion last year.

The elected officials 

said they were behind the 
federal legislation as a way 
to reverse a sinking trend 
that currently has the 
United States ranked 138th 
out of 172 democracies na-
tionwide in voter turnout 
and dead last out of the G8 
countries.

Israel argued that 
traditional Tuesday vot-
ing was a thing of the past 
because of a decision made 
back in 1845, when Con-
gress initially chose the 
first Tuesday of November 
for elections so that farm-
ers from agrarian societies 
could make it to the polls. 
He joined with members 
of the Why Tuesday? advo-
cacy group in an attempt 
to spur a national move-
ment and join several other 

democracies around the 
world to open up voting for 
weekends.

“It is disgraceful that 
the greatest democracy in 
the world ranks 138th out 
of 172 democracies in voter 
turnout,” said Andrew 
Young, chairman of Why 
Tuesday?. “We commend 
Reps. Israel and Larson 
for proposing the Weekend 
Voting Act, a commonsense 
and balanced way to make 
voting accessible to mil-
lions of Americans who 
find it difficult — or impos-
sible — to reach the polls 
in the middle of the work 
week.”

Under the Weekend 
Voting Act, national polls 
would be open after the 
first Friday of November 

from 10 a.m. Saturday to 6 
p.m. on Saturday, allowing 
time for voters of all ethnic 
and religious backgrounds 
to get out to vote. Currently, 
polls are typically open 12 
hours on the first Tuesday 
of November from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m., and Israel said the 
status quo has made long 
lines at polling stations all 
too common.

“Nobody should be 
too busy to participate in 
democracy,” Israel said. 
“This is just a matter of 
convenience and common 
sense.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (c.) leads a rally in support of legislation that would move Election Day to the 
weekend in Bayside with support from state Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (l.) and state Sen. Tony 
Avella (r.). Photo by Phil Corso

City Councilmen Daniel Dromm (l.) and Jimmy Van Bramer (fifth 
from l.) march in the Queens Pride Parade with other members of 
the Working Families Party.

Pols want weekend elections
U.S. Rep. Israel pushes federal bill to reverse decline in voting

WFP backs new faces 
in boro Council races
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Continued from Page 6 

PEP



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 8

-14
, 2

01
3  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
10

TL

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Borough President 
Helen Marshall has given 
her stamp of approval to 
the city’s plan to rezone 
the neighborhood of Ozone 
Park.

The goal of the pro-
posed rezoning is to help 
curb the surge in develop-
ment affecting the area by 
reinforcing the residential 
character of the neighbor-
hood, directing some resi-
dential and mixed-use de-
velopment to areas where 
there is mass transit and 
preventing commercial 
businesses from encroach-
ing into residential areas, 
according to the Depart-
ment of City Planning.

The area to be rezoned 
is bounded by Rockaway 
Boulevard and Atlantic 
and 101st avenues to the 
north, the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway and Lefferts Bou-
levard to the east, the Belt 
Parkway to the south and 
the Brooklyn borough line 
to the west.

In her recommenda-
tion, Marshall wrote “this 
zoning was initiated in re-
sponse to concerns raised 
by the two community 
boards, local civic organi-
zations and local elected 
officials that the existing 
zoning, which dates back 
to 1961, does not reflect es-
tablished building patterns 
or guide new development 
where appropriate.”

Her approval takes 
the plan one step closer to 
completion. Next, the City 
Planning Commission has 

60 days to review the plan 
and then the City Council 
will have 50 days to give its 
final approval.

Ozone Park’s 530 
blocks are currently di-
vided into seven zoned dis-
tricts. According to City 
Planning, recent building 
trends have led to detached 
one- and two-family houses 
being demolished and re-
placed with multi-family 
buildings.

The plan proposed di-
viding the neighborhood 
into nine individual dis-

tricts that will reflect the 
existing character in them.

At the last Commu-
nity Board 9 meeting, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) said city 
planners studied the neigh-
borhood block by block 
and corridor by corridor 
to ensure the new maps 
both accurately reflect the 
residential character of the 
community but also allow 
for growth and develop-
ment along the commercial 
strips of Rockaway Boule-
vard and 101st and Liberty 
avenues.

Ulrich said he expects 
the new plan to be enacted 
by the end of this year.

He said he is proud of 
the new plan and the fact 
that it has almost been ap-
proved.

“It’s something that 
is meaningful to me as 
someone who was born and 
raised in Ozone Park,” he 
said. “It’s so important that 
we protect the character 
and integrity of the com-
munity.”

Queens Borough President Helen Marshall approved a plan to re-
zone Ozone Park. Image courtesy the Department of City Planning

Marshall blesses Ozone Park rezone plan
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) last 
week called a federal ap-
peals court decision to tem-
porarily suspend a lower 
court’s ruling and orders 
to reform stop-and-frisk 
“deeply troubling.”

“Today’s ruling by an 
appellate panel to block 
changes to the New York 
City Police Department’s 
stop-and-frisk policies are 
deeply disappointing,” he 
said Oct. 31, shortly after 
the Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals ordered a stay 
of U.S. District Court Judge 
Shira Scheindlin’s Aug. 12 
order to reform certain po-
lice department practices — 
including the appointment 
of an independent monitor 
and retraining officers — 
after the Bloomberg admin-
istration appealed the case.

“It prevents sensible 
reforms from being imple-
mented — changes that 
will rebuild confidence and 
trust of citizens in our ca-
pable police department,” 
added the congressman, 
who represents a district 

with some of the highest 
numbers of stops. “The de-
cision also prevents our po-
lice from building relation-
ships with neighborhoods 
and delays promising pilot 
programs that would pro-
vide NYPD with tools to 
better hold police account-
able.”

Oral arguments in the 
appeal are scheduled to be-
gin March 14, 3 1/2 months 
after Bloomberg leaves City 
Hall.

The city’s top lawyer 
said the ruling frees the 
Police Department from 
the “unjustified and deep-
ly problematic” reforms 
Scheindlin ordered follow-
ing the nine-week trial.

“In short, the ruling of 
unconstitutional practices 
is no longer operative, and 
that question will now re-
ceive a fresh and indepen-
dent both by the Appeals 
Court and then, if neces-
sary, by a different trial 
court judge,” Corporation 
Counsel Michael Cardozo 
said.

The three-judge panel 
of the Appeals Court also 
ordered the case assigned 

to a different district judge, 
saying Scheindlin “ran 
afoul” of the code of con-
duct set out for state judges, 
which prohibits them from 
even giving an appearance 
of partiality.

The appeals court said 
Scheindlin’s partiality had 
been compromised when, 
in 2007, she encouraged a 
plaintiff to bring a racial-
profiling case against the 
city.

In a statement released 
to the press later Thursday, 
Scheindlin said she did so 
because the plaintiffs ar-
gued the city had violated a 
previous order of hers from 
a 1999 class-action lawsuit 
against the NYPD.

The appeals court — 
unprompted by the city’s 
appeal — also noted a se-
ries of interviews and ar-
ticles Scheindlin did with 
the New York Law Journal, 

the Associated Press and 
The New Yorker in which 
she purported to “respond 
publicly to criticism of the 
District Court.”

Scheindlin said she 
agreed to do the interviews 
under the condition that 
she would not discuss one 
of the stop-and-frisk cases 
she was overseeing at the 
time. She said some of the 
reporters took quotes from 
her previous written opin-

ions and wove them in to 
give the appearance she had 
commented on the case.

“However, a careful 
reading of each interview 
will reveal that no such 
comments were made,” she 
said in her statement to the 
press.

The civil liberties ad-
vocacy group that brought 
the stop-and-frisk lawsuit 
said it was “shocked that 
[the appeals judges] cast 
aspersions on the profes-
sional conduct of one of the 
most respected members of 
the federal judiciary.”

“The city carried out a 
whisper campaign against 
Judge Scheindlin but never 
once raised any legal claims 
of bias, even in its papers to 
the Court of Appeals,” the 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights said in a statement. 
“That, unprompted, they 
should reassign the case 
from a judge deeply steeped 
in the issues for the last 14 
years, who gave the city ev-
ery opportunity to defend 
itself in the course of this 
litigation, is troubling and 
unprecedented.”

BY BILL PARRY

A street co-naming to 
honor a Flushing gay rights 
pioneer has cleared its first 
hurdle — the approval of 
Community Board 7 — by 
a vote of 30-1, and the pro-
posal was then forwarded 
to the borough president 
and the City Council for 
consideration.

The street name 
change would honor 
Jeanne Manford for start-
ing Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays, known as PFLAG, 
with an original chapter in 
Flushing. The support net-
work now has 350 chapters 
worldwide.

The plan to co-name 
171st Street between 33rd 

and 35th avenues to “Man-
ford Family PFLAG Way” 
is supported by City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) from the 
25th District. 

“I spoke with Dan Hal-
loran about it, but because 
of the situation he’s in, I de-
cided to back it on my own,” 
Dromm said.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Nearly 100 years after 

it first opened, part of the 
Ridgewood Theatre may be 
converted into living space, 
according to documents 
filed with the city Depart-
ment of Buildings.

The owner of the the-
ater, Bushberg Properties 
LLC, has applied to trans-
form the upper floors of the 
building into residential 
space, which would provide 
40 new dwelling units, ac-
cording to the application.

The existing three sto-
ries as well as all existing 
walls and foundations of 
the theater portion of the 
building will remain the 
same.

The building, which 

for years had been on the 
market, was sold to its cur-
rent owner for $6.9 million 
in late August, documents 
filed with the Office of the 
City Register showed.

The chairman of Com-
munity Board 5, Vincent 
Arcuri, said the board has 
not seen specific plans for 
the building, but intends 

to stay involved with the 
owner.

“We are attempting to 
work closely with the cur-
rent owner to ensure that 
they follow the landmark 
regulations for the facade 
and that they try and help 
the community with some 
spaces on the ground floor 
for arts and entertain-
ment,” he said.

The theater, part of the 
Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District, was 
shuttered in 2008 due to de-
clining ticket sales. It has 
been vacant since then.

The building’s facade 
and marquee were granted 
landmark status by the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission in 2010 after 

The owner of the Ridgewood 
Theatre has plans to convert 
part of the structure into rent-
al units.

Federal Judge Shira Scheindlin is no longer overseeing the stop-and-frisk case against the city after 
an appeals court removed her from the case. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Ridgewood Theatre owner 
fi les to build rental units

Street renaming for PLAG activist
begins its long journey to Council

Court stays stop-and-frisk reforms

A Flushing street may be co-named to honor gay rights activ-
ist Jeanne Manford, founder of Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 40
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OTHER VOICES

Cuomo must give Rockaways housing

W
ell, governor, here 
is an opportunity 
to prove you are 
not an elitist poli-

tician, not in the pockets 
of high-line developers and 
that you care about the 
needy people of this city 
that you govern.

You have the oppor-
tunity to build affordable 
housing in the Rockaways 
and Staten Island. If you 
overlook this opportunity 
and ignore the unfortu-
nate families living in cars 

with children and others 
living in cardboard boxes 
because the shelters de-
signed for them are unsafe 
and riddled with drugs and 
drug abusers, you will pay a 
high price when you decide 
to run for higher office.

I suggest you take ad-
vantage of the condemned 
houses you bought in the 
Rockaways and start build-
ing those affordable hous-
ing units.

By the way, governor, 
what plans do you have for 

all the psychiatric hospitals 
your father closed when he 
was governor?

They are just sitting on 
acres of property dwindling 
away. They, too, can be 
used to get children out of 
living and dressing in cars, 
if they are lucky enough to 
have one, and washing in 
gas station bathrooms or 
fast food restaurants after 
they search for something 
to eat in dumpsters.

It sure would be an 
esteem-builder for so many 

of those unfortunate kids 
in our city.

Who knows? They may 
not be as lucky as some, 
being born into wealthy 
families, but they can one 
day become a governor if 
given the chance to grow up 
with self-esteem, pride and 
a clear head to make good 
grades.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside

BORO VOTES CHANGE
The Bill de Blasio landslide effect rumbled across 

Queens as Democrats secured all but one of the seats up 
for grabs in the general election.

The Vallone dynasty extended its reach from Asto-
ria into the northeastern portion of the borough Tuesday 
when Democrat Paul Vallone won the City Council seat be-
ing vacated by Republican Dan Halloran. He is the third 
Vallone in line to occupy a spot in the legislative branch 
in City Hall after his brother Peter Jr., who will be term-
limited out of office Jan. 1, and father Peter Sr.

The 2013 general election also marked another vic-
tory for women, with Melinda Katz seizing the borough 
presidency by a stunning 80 percent of the vote to follow 
in the footsteps of fellow Democrats Helen Marshall and 
Claire Shulman, who have guided the county for 28 years 
since 1986.

Democrats also made a sweep of the five open Coun-
cil races in the borough where incumbents were not run-
ning.

In addition to Flushing attorney Paul Vallone, rising 
Democratic star Costa Constantinides took the Vallone 
family seat in Astoria. Former state Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman will represent Fresh Meadows in the Council, 
transit union leader I. Daneek Miller will replace Leroy 
Comrie in southeast Queens and Antonio Reynoso will 
take over Diana Reyna’s Ridgewood seat after serving as 
her chief of staff.

Before the election, Queens had two Republicans in 
the Council and Eric Ulrich, the one left standing, had an 
unexpectedly strong challenge from Democratic district 
leader Lew Simon. After the polls closed, the returns for 
the first two hours or so showed Simon leading Ulrich, the 
minority whip in the Council, who has spearheaded the 
move to change the Queens Republican Party leadership.

But the candidates’ fortunes changed around mid-
night when Ulrich pulled ahead with about 53 percent to 
Simon’s 47 percent.

The contest to represent southern Queens and the 
hard-hit neighborhoods in the Rockaways was a rematch 
of the 2009 race, when Ulrich trounced Simon and two 
other candidates.

With de Blasio capturing about 65 percent of the may-
oral vote in Queens, many residents were marking the 
Democratic column for a dramatic change in government 
values. As it turned out, there were no real cliffhangers 
or upsets Tuesday night in the borough contests, but the 
message to the newly elected from the voters was clear: We 
want a new direction for Queens as part of one city, not 
two.
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QueensWay needs support to be like High Line
I 

want to take a moment 
to address the Queen-
sWay project, a proposed 
public greenway that 

will transform the Long 
Island Rail Road Rockaway 
Beach branch, which was 
abandoned more than 50 
years ago. Specifically, the 
former railroad extends 3.5 
miles from Rego Park and 
Forest Hills down to Ozone 
Park. This proposed project 
is one of great concern to 
many residents in certain 
areas of the rail line due to 
its potential negative im-
pact on local residents.

Certain sections of 
the proposed QueensWay, 
specifically the area of the 
rail line that runs paral-
lel to 98th Street in Wood-
haven, will be adjacent to 
the backyards of nearly 
200 homeowners. Although 

I have been informed by 
the Friends of QueensWay 
that they plan to build the 
QueensWay completely 
gated around the entrances 
and make it inaccessible at 
night, local residents should 
not be the ones burdened 
with the cost of building a 
more secure fence around 
their backyards to ensure 
the privacy and safety of 
their homes.

To find additional evi-
dence of the resident’s safe-
ty concern, you do not have 
to look any further than 
several incidents that have 
occurred in and around the 
vicinity of Forest Park in 
recent years. I echo the sen-
timents of residents by ask-
ing how can we expect the 
local precincts to carry the 
additional responsibility 
of patrolling and respond-

ing to incidents on the pro-
posed QueensWay when our 
precincts are already being 
spread too thin within our 
district as it is?

Many of the residents 
on 98th Street are OK with 
the rail line being under-
used and prefer it to stay 
that way. I also agree that 
the rail line from Park Lane 
South down to Atlantic Av-
enue be left untouched as to 
not interfere with the qual-
ity of life of local residents.

Furthermore, as per 
the suggestion of the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority in its 20-year plan, 
the rail line from Atlantic 
Avenue to Rockaway Boule-
vard should be left as is and 
eventually be used as a con-
nection for an express line 
connection to Manhattan.

After carefully balanc-

ing the potential positive 
impact of the QueensWay 
vs. the potential negative 
impact on certain local 
residents, I recommend the 
following:

1. The QueensWay 
should be built only on the 
part of the rail line that 
stretches from Rego Park to 
Park Lane South.

2. The rail line from 
Park Lane South to Atlan-
tic Avenue should be left 
untouched so as to not in-
terfere with the quality of 
life of local residents.

3. The rail line from 
Atlantic Avenue to Rock-
away Boulevard should 
also be left untouched, so 
it can eventually be used 
by the MTA as an express 
line connection into Man-
hattan.

In regards maintain-

ing the QueensWay, it must 
be said that this proposed 
project should not at all be 
compared to the High Line 
public greenway in Man-
hattan. I remain uncon-
vinced that the QueensWay, 
when built from Rego Park 
to Park Lane South, could 
achieve anywhere close to 
the level of corporate mem-
bership, sponsorship and 
support the High Line has 
based solely on the lack of 
surrounding businesses in 
the area and the lower level 
of tourism that attracts the 
private funding necessary 
to maintain a public green-
way.

Without a consistent 
level of support and spon-
sorship from local busi-
nesses in addition to pri-
vate funding, I fear that the 
QueensWay will eventually 

become an eyesore for local 
residents when funding for 
maintenance becomes an 
issue.

Additionally, I am in-
terested to know whether 
Queens-based companies 
and local businesses will be 
the ones who are given the 
contracts to build out this 
proposed project. I believe 
that if the QueensWay is go-
ing to be built for the bene-
fit of Queens’ residents and 
if it will positively affect 
Queens’ local businesses, 
then why are there current-
ly no Queens-based compa-
nies being sought for the 
contracts even in the early 
stages of this project?

I see a positive impact 
on the Queens economy if 
our borough’s businesses 
benefit from building the 
QueensWay.

Socialized medicine lowers costs

I 
would like to comment 
on the Oct. 25-31 let-
ter “Lawsuits drive up 
healthcare costs” by 

Thomas B. Stebbins.
The question to be 

asked is: Why are liability 
costs so high? There are 
multiple reasons. Among 
them is the money that can 
be gotten from the medical 
field for malpractice inju-
ries. The amounts awarded 
to people who have been in-
jured can be astronomical. 
This is because included in 
the liability is the possible 
lifetime costs for medical 
care. For some of the seri-
ous ones, the costs could be 
in the millions of dollars. 
Then there is the cost of 
litigating the cases. Attor-
neys get a large portion of 
awards.

The next question is: 
How do we reduce those 
costs? One need is “social-
ized medicine.” If people 
were covered from cradle 
to the grave with single-

payer medical coverage, 
there would not be those 
enormous payments for 
potential medical costs. 
And, with the reduction in 
the payment to attorneys, 
the awards would not be 
as huge. Basically, it would 
only be for economic losses, 
pain and suffering.

Another cost is caused 
by the settlement of cases 
out of court. There is often 
attached to them a secret 
non-disclosure clause, 
which contains no admis-
sion of malpractice.

This does two things: 
It maybe gets a smaller 
settlement, but it allows a 
possibly negligent doctor 
to continue on in ways that 
could happen again. Since 
there is no “record,” there 
is nothing to let a poten-
tial patient be aware of the 
possible malpractice. This 
should be addressed by not 
allowing secret non-disclo-
sure settlements.

Then there are the 

“frivolous lawsuits.” There 
should be some sort of pan-
el of experts who can judge 
if the case is warranted. 
There should be a standard 
of conduct and care that 
would absolve a doctor or 
hospital from these law-
suits.

Now I would like to 
comment on the statistics 
quoted by Stebbins. He 
combines “... frivolous or of 
uncertain merit” in a sin-
gle category, and states that 
they are more than half of 
the lawsuits. I would like to 
know what the individual 
numbers are.

Stebbins does not offer 
answers. Since he seems to 
be the executive director 
of a lobbying group, why 
should we listen to him? 
How do we even know the 
general welfare is his main 
objective?

Jerry Schreibersdorf
Douglaston

De Blasio won’t befriend parks

I
n a mayoral debate Oct. 
22 between candidates 
Democratic city Public 
Advocate Bill de Bla-

sio and Republican Joseph 
Lhota, a question came up 
concerning a professional 
soccer stadium in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Lhota said “urban 
parks are a precious patri-
mony, and in the densest of 
American cities it is rarely 
wise to auction off green-
sward.” If the wealthy 
cannot be found to toss to-
gether a conservancy, “a 
mayor should find a way to 
pay for that park.” There is 
no ambiguity where Lhota 

stands.
Nor is there ambiguity 

where de Blasio stands. He 
said a “pro soccer stadium 
might raise the money 
needed to give that dowdy 
dowager of a park a face-
lift.” It is clear de Blasio 
as mayor will be no friend 
to FMCP. He is blind to 
the fact notwithstanding 
FMCP is one of the most 
used in our municipal park 
system primarily by the 
less privileged. It is also the 
dumping ground for non-
urban park structures and 
the most abused.

In 1895, Frederick Law 
Olmstead, who created 

Central and Prospect parks 
and other parks elsewhere, 
said, “The survival of our 
park system requires the 
exclusion from its manage-
ment of real estate dealers 
and politicians and that the 
first duty of our park trust-
ees is to hand down from 
one generation to the next 
the treasure of scenery 
which the city has placed 
in their care.”

Olmstead’s remarks 
more than 100 years ago are 
more pertinent today.

Benjamin Haber
Flushing

 CORRECTIONS
 

In the TimesLedger Newspapers Voter Guide that appeared in the Nov. 1-7 issue, there were two errors.

In the 23rd Council District race, the headline over the profi le of Joseph Concannon should have been 
“Reform Party.” He was identifi ed as running in that party in the brief biography underneath.

In the listing under Council District 24, the profi le of Democrat Rory Lancman was incorrect because of 
a computer glitch. It should have read: “Former Assemblyman Rory Lancman would fi ght co-locating 
charter schools with public schools and would encourage more affordable housing in the district. He 
supports two recent City Council bills designed to curb the NYPD’s use of stop-and-frisk.”
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T
he West Cunning-
ham Park Civic Asso-
ciation and the Civic 
Association of Utopia 

Estates held a joint gen-
eral membership meeting, 
where the new command-
ing officer of the 107th Pre-
cinct, Capt. Fred Grover, 
and Janet McEneaney 
and Bob Whitehair, presi-
dent and vice president of 
Queens Quiet Skies, spoke.

Queens Quiet Skies 
gave an informative Pow-
erPoint presentation which 
emphasized the fact that 
only the New York City 
metropolitan area does not 
have a community aviation 
roundtable with member-
ship from elected officials, 
airports, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, pilots 
and concerned citizens 

operating under a specific, 
formal agreement.

It wants about 150 
noise monitors placed all 
over the metropolitan area 
instead of the current half 
dozen or so with only one 
person to monitor them. 
Other large cities have 20 
or 30 monitors with 10 or 20 
people to monitor them.

Queens Quiet Skies 
wants the FAA to do an en-
vironmental impact study 
to determine the impact 
on our communities from 
“NextGen” and the “North-
east Airspace Redesign.” 
It wants Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to sign the Part 150 
bill, which will implement 
a Part 150 noise contour 
study to determine noise 
compatibility with land 
use around the Queens air-
ports.

So currently there is 
no reporting of noise from 
our airports, nowhere con-
cerned citizens can sit and 
implement changes in noise 
and flight patterns and no 
evaluation of the effect of 
noise on the communities 

surrounding our airports. 
Often the FAA will coun-
ter the request for flight 
pattern changes with the 
comment “for safety,” but 
satellites and computers 
can do a good job of control-
ling airplanes which have 
such powerful engines that 
winds are no longer a factor 
in flying. The Queens Civ-
ic Congress is concerned 

about this noise issue.
Regretfully, the ever-

present lobbyists got a 
federal law passed in 2012 
which says studies do not 
have to be conducted, but 
if we yell loud enough they 
can be done. The people 
have to counter the indus-
try lobbyists. It is predicted 
that in the next 20 years 
airport use will increase 

90 percent. One other factor 
which was not discussed is 
the fact that sometimes air-
planes dump fuel prior to 
landing. Who knows where 
these chemicals land?

People should contact 
their city, state and fed-
eral legislators to express 
concern. Make noise com-
plaints to the Port Author-
ity at planenoise.com/pa-
nynj/daPRAbr9/. Indicate if 
the planes are too frequent, 
loud or low and indicate the 
date, time and seconds or 
minutes apart the planes 
are. For more information, 
contact Queens Quiet Skies 
at queensquietskies@aol.
com. Watch the daily and 
weekly newspapers for in-
formation and meetings.

Grover said thefts of 
cars or handbags often take 
place at gasoline stations 
when people leave the keys 
to their cars in the ignition 
or their handbags on the 
front seats when they go 
pay for gasoline. Sometimes 
people leave their children 
in the car! A notice was 
given which warned people 

to leave nothing of value or 
that looks valuable inside 
a car where criminals can 
see them.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Less than two 
months are left in this cur-
rent mayoral administra-
tion.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The City Council 
catered to the wealthy real 
estate interests and listened 
to the lobbyists by voting to 
approve the Willets Point 
plan to build a mall on 
the Citi Field parking lot, 
which is still designated as 
parkland.

Where is the tradition 
of protecting parkland? 
Will another mall be suc-
cessful? I read that the land 
was given for $1 and the city 
will subsidize the project to 
the tune of $99 million.

I just received a notice 
that there is a proposal to 
build an indoor sports facil-
ity and clubhouse in Cun-
ningham Park. I am trying 
to find out what this is all 
about. Another giveaway 
for $1?

Cause a racket to get something done about airplane noise

Statistics could prove we are the Last Lucky Generation

O
ne night, many 
years ago, a friend 
of ours said to me, 
“We are the last 

lucky generation.”
Charles, who died 

more than a year ago, grew 
up in Broadway-Flushing. 
He lived in a house on 171st 
Street, down the block from 
Flushing Cemetery. He was 
a graduate of PS 107, The 
Bayside High School — he 
always called it that — and 
Queens College. He took a 
graduate degree at Wash-

ington University in St. 
Louis and went on to other 
graduate work at Cornell 
University. His field was 
English and he taught at 
Adelphi University and 
elsewhere. He worked in 
what we now call commu-
nications in city and state 
government and for non-
profit agencies.

Neither he nor I ever 
had a problem finding a job. 
I think my longest wait was 
when I came out of the U.S. 
Army and I got a job within 
two weeks.

Charles was three 
years younger than I, so we 
were of the same genera-
tion. He said those words 
long before the tech bubble 
burst and before the Great 
Recession. He was not mar-

ried and had no children, 
but he worried about his 
nephews and niece and oth-
ers of the younger genera-
tion.

Did he usually see the 
glass half-empty? I’m not 
sure. As a Pollyanna, de-
spite much evidence to the 
contrary, I see the glass 
half-full.

But the words he spoke 
that night come back to 
me again as this country 
grapples with a future that 
seems grimmer than any 
past eras, even the Great 
Depression. Somehow, it 
seems, in that time there 
was hope and people helped 
each other. I see — and I 
imagine many of you do, 
too — not too much hope 
and less of the helping spir-

it these days.
Consider the follow-

ing:
• Workers’ salaries are 

at the lowest percentage of 
GDP since 1929, when they 
began to be measured.

• Corporate tax rates 
remain below the longterm 
average.

• Between 2009 and 
2012, income for the top 1 
percent rose 31 percent, 
while income of the bottom 
40 percent fell 6 percent.

• Median household 
income is the equivalent 
of what it was in the late 
1980s.

• From 2004-10, mem-
bers of Congress saw their 
median net worth rise by 
15 percent, while overall 
Americans saw a drop of 

8 percent. The median net 
worth of lawmakers is 
$966,000.

• The U.S. Census Bu-
reau noted that nearly 1.2 
million people age 65 and 
up were “extremely poor” 
last year.

• Between 2010 and 
2012, there was a 4.2 per-
cent decline in local and 
state government spending 
on such needs as highways 
and schools. This was the 
largest decline for any two-
year period since the early 
1950s, when we were demo-
bilizing after the Korean 
War.

• A report by the Na-
tional Center for Education 
Statistics shows that Amer-
ican adults lag behind their 
counterparts in other de-

veloped countries in the 
math and technical skills 
needed for a modern work-
place. Young adults also are 
behind in literacy.

Was Charles right? 
Is what is happening now 
“the new normal”?

Am I and many of you 
part of the Last Lucky Gen-
eration?

What has happened to 
our country since World 
War II? Why has it hap-
pened? What can be done 
about it?

Is anybody there? Does 
anybody care? Does any-
body see what I see?

Read my blog No Holds 
Barred at timesledger.com.

COLUMNS

Kenneth 
Kowald 

■

Borough residents are still pushing against the Federal Aviation 
Administration with hopes of curbing the rise in airliner noise over 
their residential neighborhoods.

Bob
Harris

■
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T
he forces of stagna-
tion and inertia were 
on display recently 
at a city Department 

of Education public hear-
ing on the Martin Van 
Buren High School P-Tech 
colocation proposal. This 
program, modeled after a 
similar school program in 
Brooklyn, was visited last 
week by President Barack 
Obama and is being touted 
as a model for the nation.

The program’s focus is 
on technical skills and of-
fers an education pathway 
with a two-year, tuition-free 
college degree at Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege for motivated students. 
Successful students will 
have an opportunity to ex-

pand the two-year college 
program to four years, sav-
ing families thousands of 
dollars in tuition. A multi-
national company partner-
ing with the program will 
create internships and hire 
graduating students.

So, who could oppose 
this? You will have to ask 
the local elected represen-
tatives who have aligned 
themselves with the United 
Federation of Teachers in-
stead of civic leaders from 
the surrounding communi-
ties.

The promises of social 
engineering has trans-
formed MVB from a school 
with deep community ties 
into one where nearly 96 
percent of its student popu-
lation comes from outside 
the community. Although 
Principal Sam Sochet has 
had some success moving 
MVB from a “D” to a “C,” its 
environment rating of “F” 
has remained unchanged 
over the past two years. De-

cades of decline and neglect 
by the DOE has killed the 
MVB brand and the school 
has been abandoned by the 
community that is unwill-
ing to send its kids there.

Community parents 
might be persuaded to take 
a new look at the school 
without the trepidation 
they currently feel if they 
could be convinced that P-
Tech is a separate school 
with a separate principal 
and separate teachers, 
classes, curricula and start 
and finish times. The P-
Tech program does just 
that, which is why I, as 
president of a co-op zoned 
for MVB along with eight 
other civic leaders from the 
largest civic associations 
in eastern Queens, voted 
to support the program. 
We see this program as a 
game-changer and win-win 
for our families and a fast-
track to the turnaround of 
MVB.

Others argue that the 

P-Tech program should 
not be structured as a co-
location school with its own 
principal but instead made 
part of MVB under the di-
rection of MVB’s principal. 
Those who make this argu-
ment fail to recognize the 
amount of work required 
of a principal in setting up 
this college-model program. 
It would also create divi-
sions in teacher ranks as P-
Tech teachers are required 
to work longer days than 
MVB teachers. Removing 
the co-location component 
is a poison pill that would 
doom the program.

Standing on opposite 
sides of the community 
was state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who aligned 
himself with UFT leader-
ship to oppose the program. 
Remember, it was the UFT 
that propelled Avella across 
the finish line, defeating 
longtime incumbent Sen. 
Frank Padavan in a close 
race. UFT contributions, 

endorsements, campaign 
mailers, phone banks and 
spare hands on Election 
Day provided his margin 
of victory. Any connection? 
Draw your own conclu-
sions.

And if you think this 
is ugly, let me expose a 
nasty side of politics that 
few in public ever witness. 
At a DOE public hearing, I 
crossed paths with Avella. 
Although we are on oppo-
site sides on this issue, I put 
my hand out to shake, but 
he refused and accused me 
of manipulating the civic 
leaders to support this pro-
gram.

Stunned at the accu-
sation, I asked him if he 
was suggesting these civic 
leaders were incapable of 
thinking for themselves, 
and would it also be ma-
nipulation if they agreed 
with him.

He had no answer. Un-
masked and exposed, poli-
tics can be ugly.

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who also opposed 
the plan, at least conceded 
that it might not be that bad 
if the DOE had done a bet-
ter job reaching out to him 
and the local community — 
and he and I always shake 
hands and can agree to dis-
agree.

Thankfully, the forces 
of stagnation and inertia 
have been defeated. The 
DOE unanimously voted 
to co-locate the P-Tech pro-
gram to MVB. This is the 
catalyst needed to renew 
the learning environment 
at MVB and lead to greater 
local parental participation 
and student enrollment and 
begin to end the decline 
and stigma long associated 
with MVB.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a community leader.

N
ow that it is official 
and Bill de Blasio 
has won a sweeping 
victory for mayor 

by a 3-1 margin — just four 
months after he was lan-
guishing in fourth place 
in the Democratic primary 
polls at around 10 percent 
— what have we learned?

First, the message is as 
important as the messen-
ger. This year de Blasio’s 
consistent theme of attack-
ing inequality and stop-
and-frisk resonated with 
voters and propelled him 
to victory. Among all seven 
Democratic candidates, de 
Blasio was the most consis-
tent and clear in his vision: 
His “tale of two cities,” al-
though used by others in 

the past, reverberated and 
worked this time in the 
first post-Occupy, post-fi-
nancial recession mayoral 
campaign in New York.

Voters weary of a 
three-term, multibillion-
aire mayor — however 
much he succeeded in keep-
ing crime down and making 
the city a healthier place to 
live — were looking for the 
anti-Bloomberg. The 6-foot-
5 populist, who endearing-
ly calls some of his friends 
“comrade” and lives in a 
row house in Park Slope, 
couldn’t be further in tone 
and priorities from Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg, and that 
was one major factor in de 
Blasio’s success.

We also learned that 
the beat of the city Repub-
lican Party was kept alive 
the past two decades by two 
unique figures: a crusad-
ing crime fighter who bust-
ed the mob and squeaked 
into City Hall at a time of 
rampant crime, and a self-

made, highly competent, 
technocratic Wall Street 
billionaire who rode the 
city’s fears after 9/11 to a 
slim victory in 2001.

It was these larger-
than-life figures and crises 
of epic proportions that fu-
eled the Republican mayor-
al streak, and now the pen-
dulum has swung back to a 
progressive Democrat who 
will probably put his own 
stamp on the city in the 
coming four to eight years. 
The Democratic Party now 
controls all the citywide 
offices as well as the City 
Council, and this will mean 
New York will be an inter-
esting place to watch evolve 
over the next few years to 
see how government can 
tackle inequality, the dwin-
dling middle class, the slow 
trickle of affordable hous-
ing and the question of how 
we keep down crime while 
restoring civil liberties to 
minority neighborhoods.

We also learned this 

year that sometimes poli-
tics makes for great farci-
cal theater. Witness the bi-
zarre campaign of Anthony 
Weiner, where names such 
as Sydney Leathers and 
Carlos Danger became part 
of the political dialogue 
during the summer. Even 
Eliot Spitzer’s ill-fated at-
tempt at a comeback looked 
dignified compared to 
Weiner’s sad and public 
implosion. And we saw that 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Scott Stringer, the new 
city comptroller, could be 
tough and sharp-tongued 
when he debated Spitzer, 
calling him out on his past 
misdeeds and not pull any 
punches doing it.

We learned, too, that 
the disciplined and long-
term ground game of the 
potent Working Families 
Party has paid off, with 
WFP-supported candidates 
winning in all three city-
wide offices and victorious 
in most of the new Council 

seats. The WFP, led by Dan 
Cantor and Bill Lipton, 
two unheralded and smart 
progressive voices in the 
city and state, will have a 
greater voice in city affairs 
the next four years.

We also learned that 
despite the spirited pri-
mary campaign, we must 
reform the way people vote 
in New York and catch up 
with the progress made in 
the rest of the country, par-
ticularly California. Too 
few New Yorkers pick our 
leaders — less than 20 per-
cent of eligible voters turn 
out.

This year there were 
six statewide referendums 
on the ballot, and the 
only one of these city vot-
ers seemed to be aware of 
was the question of allow-
ing seven casinos to open 
throughout the state in 
the coming years. Kudos 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and the firm Metropolitan 
Strategies and its leader 

Neal Kwatra for winning 
this close vote.

We have elected a 
progressive mayor and a 
number of progressive and 
high-minded leaders to 
pick up the torch and try to 
make our city a better place 
for all.

Here’s hoping his path 
to success is a smooth one 
— 8 million New Yorkers 
are counting on it.

And the eyes of the 
world will be watching as 
a progressive laboratory of 
ideas once again emerges 
in America’s largest city.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

P-Tech program will serve as boon to Martin Van Buren

De Blasio message of equality for all spurs landslide

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Sponsored by The Queens Gazette, Saint Francis of Assisi Elementary School, Farenga & Son Funeral Home, 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home, and Central Astoria LDC.

For further information contact Ed Horn. 

St.Michael’s renews last year’s 
efforts to make the upcoming Holiday 

Season joyful for needy children.

On Saturday, December 14th at 2P.M.
within All Souls Chapel, the United States 

Marines  will collect presents 
to be distributed to children 

across the metro area.
YOUR AID IS NEEDED!

At this time of economic pain 
it is up to us to make the 

Holidays a time of Joy for children.
Christmas songs by Hank Johnson

of Jazz Bone Records.
Contributors include Michael Serao,

VP. of Quontic Bank, Costa
Constantinides Democratic

District Leader and
Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr.

St. Michael’s Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

One of the luxury 
apartment builders hard 
at work remaking the Long 
Island City skyline recent-
ly inked a deal to buy the 
property that the trendy 
Dutch Kills Bar calls home, 
but the developer was stay-
ing tight-lipped as to what 
the acquisition will mean 
for the atmospheric cock-
tail spot.

Rockrose Development 
Corp., the lux-rental build-
er that put up a 31-story 
tower at Queens West and 
is nearly ready to cut the 
ribbon on its 42-story Linc 
LIC, paid $4,636,125 last 
month for the property at 
27-24 Jackson Ave., records 
show.

Dutch Kills opened 
in the space in 2009 and 
has since been one of the 
up-and-coming neighbor-
hood’s hip draws, known 
for its elaborate cocktails 
served over crystal-clear 
blocks of “rock ice” that 
mixologists carve by hand 
behind the bar.

It is the only tenant in 
the two-story, 3,000-square-
foot building adorned with 
a glowing neon “BAR” 
sign and sits between the 
gritty strip of Jackson Av-
enue and another Rockrose 
property.

Last year the devel-
oper laid down $48 mil-
lion to buy the six-story, 
320,760-square-foot factory 
formerly owned by the Ea-
gle Electric Manufacturing 
Co. with plans to develop 
the site into a 700-unit, 
high-rise luxury tower in 
the same vein as the Ar-
chive, a historic warehouse 
Rockrose refurbished in 
the West Village.

The Eagle factory’s 
position on the back of its 
block next to Sunnyside 
Yards presented a chal-
lenge for the developer, 
however.

The building stretches 
between two side streets 
and is cut off from Jack-
son Avenue by a handful of 
properties stretching 100 

feet deep, and in order to 
maximize visibility devel-
opers usually want to bring 
their properties out to the 
busiest thoroughfare.

A spokesman for Rock-
rose said it was premature 
to discuss what will happen 
to the bar.

“It’s still a little too 
early to discuss the plans 
for Dutch Kills,” spokes-
man Richard Edmonds 
said.

The bar’s owner de-
clined to comment, but 
it is likely Rockrose will 
find a solution that keeps a 
neighborhood favorite from 
straying too far.

One Long Island City 
insider called Rockrose the 
definition of a patient com-

pany.
The developer has 

been invested in Long Is-
land City since 1988, when 
it purchased the property 
that would eventually be-
come the Linc LIC. The 
company plans to open its 
newest tower Nov. 25.

In 2011, the family-run 
business threw a month-
long series of Boca Raton-
themed pool parties inside 
rubbish containers, and 
this past summer Rock-
rose installed the M. Wells 
Steakhouse inside a former 
auto repair shop, at 43-14 
Crescent St. — all with the 
strategy of building up and 
maintaining the neighbor-
hood’s cachet.

Rockrose Development is renovating a factory behind the Dutch 
Kills Bar into apartments and has bought the bar’s building. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

High-rise developer buys 
Dutch Kills Bar building

Rockrose is planning to develop the former Eagle Electric compa-
ny factory in Dutch Kills into a high-rise luxury apartment tower. 
Photo courtesy Rockrose Development
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

A resident of a Rock-
away Park nursing home 
has been arraigned on a 
charge that he beat his 
roommate to death, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced Friday.

Police said they re-
sponded to an early morn-
ing 911 call of an assault 
Oct. 30 at Beacon Rehab 
and Nursing Center, on 
113th Street. At the nursing 
home, police found an un-
conscious elderly man who 
had suffered trauma to the 
head, police said.

According to Brown, 
the victim was 71-year-old 
Jailall Singh.

Between 1:15 a.m. 
and 1:25 a.m., a witness 
observed Singh’s room-

mate, 66-year-old Thomas 
Yarnavick, next to Singh, 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the dis-
trict attorney last week. 
Singh was already dead and 
lying face up in bed, and he 
was covered in blood and 
his head was caved in, the 
complaint. said

The witness saw Yar-
navick allegedly hold-
ing the metal leg rest of 
a wheelchair, which was 
covered in blood, according 
to the complaint,  and then 
placed the bloody leg rest 
inside a laundry hamper, 
from where it was later re-
covered.

Yarnavick allegedly 
had blood on his clothing 
and body, the court docu-
ment said.

Finally, according to 

prosecutors, Yarnavick al-
legedly stated, “I just killed 
him.”

Singh was taken to St. 
John’s Episcopal Hospital 
in Far Rockaway where he 
was pronounced dead, po-
lice said. Singh died from 
his injuries which were a 
result of blunt force trauma 
to the head, the complaint 
said.

Police said they ar-
rested Yarnavick the same 
night. He was charged with 
second-degree murder and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to the 
DA’s office.

He was ordered to be 
held without bail and to 
return to court Dec. 4. He 
faces up to 25 years to life in 
prison if he is convicted of 
the charges, the DA said.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
A Catholic high 

school in Middle Village is 
being sued by the Diocese 
of Brooklyn for failing to 
give up a portion of the rev-
enues it makes from rent-
ing out unused space to a 
charter school, the diocese 
announced Tuesday.

The controversy cen-
ters around the parochial 
school, at 68-02 Metropoli-
tan Ave., which is leasing 
some of its space to Middle 
Village Preparatory Char-
ter School.

In 1976, the school’s 
board of trustees and the 
diocese agreed to allow the 
school to operate indepen-
dently on property owned 
by the diocese, according 
to a statement released by 
the diocese.

It agreed to transfer 
the title to the school’s 
property at no cost with 
the agreement that the 
property could only be 
used for a Catholic high 
school, the diocese said. If 
the school closed, the prop-

erty would be given back 
to the diocese.

According to the dio-
cese, charter schools com-
pete with Catholic schools 
that charge tuition, so the 
diocese requires any high 
school or parish that rents 
space out to a charter 
school to remit 40 percent 
of its revenues into the 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Trust. The trust is used 
for scholarships to “disad-
vantaged students attend-
ing Catholic elementary 
schools negatively impact-
ed by the Charter School,” 
according to the state-
ment.The diocese says its 
other parishes and schools 
that rent space to charter 
schools have all handed 
over the required portion 
of the revenues but Christ 
the King refuses to do the 
same. The middle school 
leases 50,000 square feet to 
the middle school, accord-
ing to the diocese.

But according to a 
statement released by 
Christ the King High 
School’s board of trustees, 

the board has complied 
with the requirement to 
donate 40 percent of its 
rental income since July.

The lawsuit also seeks 
copies of any leases or 
other agreements for secu-
lar business that require 
space to be rented on the 
property, including a day-
care center and a continu-
ing education center.

“It is sad that we have 
to go to these lengths to 
have the rights of the 
people who comprise this 
diocese reaffirmed by the 
court,” Monsignor Steven 
Aguggia, judicial vicar of 
the diocese, said in a state-
ment. “But it’s time for 
the diocese to get a full ac-
counting from the Christ 
the King board of what 
has transpired over the 
years.”

The school uses the 
additional income to 
“improve and update the 
school’s physical plant, 
keep tuition at an afford-
able level for our parents 
and provide additional 

Nursing home resident charged 
in elderly roommate’s death: DA

Brookyn Diocese fi les suit 
against Christ the King

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 
for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

NYC LIC#0856560 | Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279 | Westchester LIC#WC22934H10

Yonkers LIC#5208 | www.unifi edwindows.com

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE $500 TAX CREDIT
You only have about 60 days left. The 2013 tax credits for energy ef-

fi cient upgrades to your home will expire on December 31st. At this time 
there has been no word on any pending legislation to extend the existing 
tax credits or implement any new tax credits.

If you have been thinking about doing any type of upgrades to 
your home such as windows, doors, insulation or HVAC systems you 
may want to act now. Although you should always check with your tax 
professional, you should be eligible for a $500 tax credit on your 2013 tax 
return if installing energy effi cient products.

Recently Mary H.J. Farrell wrote in Consumer Reports “A $500 tax 
credit for energy-effi cient upgrades expires at the end of the year so now’s 
a good time to tighten your home’s envelope by replacing drafty windows 
or entry doors or insulating your attic. Some heating and cooling equip-
ment also qualify for the tax credit, which was extended last year as part 
of the American Taxpayer Relief Act.”

When dealing with any home improvement company for energy ef-
fi cient products you should always consider the following:

Make sure the company is fully licensed and insured.1. 
If you haven’t heard of the company or know of its good reputation 2. 
you should always check with your local Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment.
Make sure the products you are buying qualify for the tax credit by 3. 
making the company write those details into your contract.
Upon completion of the work make sure you save all product stickers 4. 
and information sheets with the copy of your contract.
So if you are just about ready to start that home improvement 

project, you should consider signing the contract now. Remember that a 
tax CREDIT is better then a tax deduction. You actually save the entire 
credit if you qualify, so that’s a full $500 in your pocket.

For more information on qualifi ed products call Unifi ed at (888)631-
2131. For windows, doors, siding, roofi ng, attic insulation and masonry 
work visit one of our 5 showrooms, visit our website at www.uwds.com 
or for a free in home estimate call (888)631-2131.

Listed #25 in “Remodeling” Magazine top 550 
contractors in the country for 2013.

Written by:  Steven J DiMare
 Chief Executive Offi cer
 Unifi ed Window Systems, Inc.

UNIFIED

Continued on Page 46
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Two free public elementary 
school alternatives are available 

to you in Queens!

DISCOVER MORE AND APPLY NOW 
SuccessAcademies.org
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BY BILL PARRY

The Laughing Devil is getting into the 
movie business.

The Long Island City comedy club is 
offering classic B movies and comedy cult 
classics during weekend brunch and spe-
cial Wednesday screenings in addition to 
its regular schedule of live standup com-
edy performances.

The new offering is part of an upgrade 
at the club, at 47-38 Vernon Blvd., that was 
nearly shuttered and sold during the sum-
mer.

“We got hurt by Hurricane Sandy,” 
said one of the owners, Steve Hofstetter. 
“Hunters Point was like a ghost town, no-
body was on the streets during the six busi-
est weeks of the year.”

The business suffered more losses 
during the winter when the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority shut down 
subway service to Long Island City for 13 
straight weekends. The ownership group 
began to drift apart as Hofstetter moved 
to Los Angeles to pursue a career in Holly-
wood, writing and developing comedy proj-
ects for television, while building on his 

own standup career. Another owner, Jacob 
Morvay, gave up his part of the ownership 
after the birth of his child.

“I was OK selling if it stayed a comedy 
club,” said Hofstetter. “We had a good offer, 
but the guy got cold feet and backed out. 
The next best offer wanted to turn the club 
into a hair salon.”

The ownership group devised a new 
business model and gave the club’s general 
manager, Steve Sharp, a 5 percent piece of 
the action.

“I spoke with the other investors and 
it was either put more into it or let it die,” 
Hofstetter recalled, “and letting it die 
wasn’t an option for me because we put so 
much into it over the last two years.”

Sharp came up with the movie scheme, 
installing a 99-inch  screen and a new pro-
jection system. Tickets to the weekend 
brunch is $7 with food available from El Ay 
Si, the restaurant next door. Wednesday 
showings are $3 a ticket.

“We’re also working on a film festival 
for next year and special kids events and 
sports nights,” said Sharp. “Anything to 
use the space when we don’t have live co-
medians performing.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
York College’s student 

radio station, which beams 
across the Internet from Ja-
maica to all corners of the 
globe, recently got a face-
lift, thanks to the alumnus 
who founded it almost 30 
years ago.

Ray Warren, now an 
executive at NBC Sports, 
said that when he looking 
at several different colleges 
to study communications 
in the 1970s he chose York 
because it provided him 
the opportunity to take on 
the challenge of building a 
radio station where there 
was none.

“I wrote a business 
plan, made a request to 
the York College board for 
$25,000 and built the radio 
station in the fall of ’74,” he 
said.

The first three songs 

that traveled across the 
wire line to campus build-
ings were “Hear that Mu-
sic” by Poco, “Listen to 
the Music” by The Doobie 
Brothers and “My Music” 
by Loggins and Messina.

“We basically started 
out wanting to do things 
like progressive rock, folk 
— things like that,” he re-
called. “We found out York 
had other tastes so we ad-
justed to the audience.

These days the sta-
tion is transmitted online 
at wycradio.org, and the 
programming leans heav-
ily toward the interests of 
the students in the school’s 
relatively new journalism 
program.

“I tell them if they do 
a radio version of a story in 
the school newspaper, fine. 
If they find something real-
ly juicy in the dailies, great. 
If they want to do some-

thing that really would ap-
peal to students and faculty 
and staff, that’s terrific,” 
said Tom Moore, an asso-
ciate professor of English 
who teaches two news writ-
ing classes in the college’s 
journalism program. “As a 
faculty member, I’m very 
pleased they’re writing sto-
ries and going down in front 
of the microphone. There’s 
nothing better than setting 
them down at the mic.”

Warren, who sits on 
the board of the journalism 
program, teamed up with 
the New York Mets’ Sports-
Net New York to make a 
$7,500 donation that allowed 
the station to renovate its 
studio in the college’s main 
academic building.

The student journal-
ists now have dedicated 
areas for the station’s en-
gineer and for conducting 
interviews.

York College’s radio station gets 
boost from its alumni founder

Laughing Devil adds fi lm 
to comedy club’s offerings

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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What: A housing complex that features 48 individual 
apartments, consisting of studios, one-bedrooms, 
junior two-bedrooms and two-bedrooms, in a three-
level building, and 80 single-bedrooms in a separate, 
supportive living area. Limited to ages 65 and older, 
the property was built in 1922, with the apartments 
added in 1990 and 2000. 
The development, owned by the non-profit 
Plattduetsche Home Society, began as a retirement 
home for poor immigrants from Germany but is now 
available to all. 

What you get: The monthly fee includes maintenance 
of all common areas, security, electricity, gas, weekly 
light housekeeping and laundering of bed linens, a 
daily main meal served in the communal dining room 
and a secure storage bin for personal belongings. Each 
apartment features a balcony and an intercom 
connected to the front entrance. Apartments are wired 
with a telephone jack, cable or Fios TV and house TV 
antenna, and each unit has at least two emergency pull 
cords connected to a nurse’s aide station. Heating and 
air-conditioning are individually controlled. Smoking 
is not permitted in the building. Communal amenities 
include a spacious dining room, lounge on each floor, 
chapel with stained-glass windows, library with an 
enlarger for residents with low vision, hobby room, 
beauty / barber shop, physical fitness room, billiards, 
private party room, coin-operated laundry, indoor 
swimming pool, Jacuzzi and elevator. Outdoor 
facilities include gardens, seating areas, a gazebo, 
outdoor pavilion, pond and shuffleboard. 

Getting around: The development is across the street 
from a deli and within walking distance of two banks, 
a liquor store and a pizzeria; a bank representative 
visits the property every two weeks. In addition, the 
development has two cars and a 12-passenger van and 
runs scheduled free trips to a shoe store, greengrocer, 
supermarket and Roosevelt Field, among other places. 
If the vehicles are available, the development provides 
free transportation for medical appointments.

Getting in: Apartments and Rooms currently 
available! At times there can be an unpredictable 
wait, although residents generally move in within a 
year of submitting an application. Studios are most 
frequently available, with newcomers having the 
option of moving into a studio until a larger 
apartment becomes vacant. Prospective residents 
must undergo a medical examination that determines 
their suitability for living independently. 

Pros: Spotless and beautifully maintained, with 
ample parking. A geriatric case manager runs 
informational sessions on such topics as memory loss 
and over the counter medications and helps residents 
with everything from Medicare to elder law issues. A 
physical therapist, podiatrist, psychiatrist, and 
medical doctors visit the development regularly. In 
addition, residents who have recently been discharged 
from the hospital can convalesce in the sickbay area, 
which is monitored round-the-clock by a nurse’s aide. 
On the social front, the development has a 
recreational director, and The Ladies Society 
organizes fundraisers, holiday parties and monthly 
birthday celebrations. The development’s other 
activities include crafts, bingo, movies, word games 
and trips to places such as Lido Beach, Atlantic City, 
the Amish Country and dinner theaters. 

Cons: No pets are allowed. 

The inside line: Henry C. Bohack, the owner of the 
long-gone eponymous supermarket chain, and Henry 
Renken, a local dairy magnate, were founders of the 
charitable organization that started Plattduetsche. It 
continues to exude a strong German feeling, with its 
maps, murals, books and magazines. It also shows 
German music videos. In addition, the property’s 
chapel features regularly scheduled prayer and 
nondenominational Christian as well as Lutheran and 
Catholic services and Bible study. 

- CARA S. TRAGER

What: A housing complex that features 48 individual Getting in: Apartments and Rooms currently 

PLATTDUETSCHE RETIREMENT HOME 
1150 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 11010 

(516) 352-4252 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, November 16, 2013 

1:30 pm to 4:00 pm 
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BY SHAWN KING 

Queens College hosts 
an event this Friday to de-
termine just how many it 
does take to tango.

“An Evening of Tango” 
celebrates the release of so-
ciology and anthropology 
professor Anahi Viladrich’s 
new book “More Than Two 
to Tango: Argentine Tango 
Immigrants in New York 
City.”

The book tells the sto-
ry of Argentine-born tango 
professionals and their 
struggle to survive as im-
migrants in New York City. 
Viladrich’s book explores 
the tango dance and its 
place among the busy en-
tertainment and nightlife 
of the city.

The event will take 
place at The National Art 
Club, at 15 Gramercy Park 
S. in Manhattan Friday 

evening. It will begin with 
a panel discussion by Vilad-
rich and fellow Queens Col-
lege professors Eva Fer-
nandez and Dana Weinberg 
about tango culture and its 
role in arts and entertain-
ment.

The focus will then 
shift to the dance floor, 
where choreographer May-
te Vicens and leading tango 

dancers and musicians will 
put on an exhibition.

The floor will then 
open up for a reception, 
which will mimic one of 
Buenos Aires’ famous tan-
go parlors, or milongas.

Viladrich has been 
a professor at the college 
since 2010. Some of her 
previous published works 
involved gender and repro-
ductive health in her native 
Argentina. Viladrich was a 
tenured associate professor 
at Hunter College before 
leaving to become a profes-
sor at Queens College three 
years ago.

“An Evening of Tan-
go” is co-sponsored by the 
Roundtable of The National 
Art Club and Queens Col-
lege. Admission is free, but 
anyone wishing to attend 
should RSVP to roundta-
ble@thenationalartsclub.
org.

ANAHI VILADRICH
Photo courtesy Queens College

Professor at Queens Col.  
puts out book on tango

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.
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October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2014. Don’t miss out! Come to 
one of our free Medicare Seminars. We’ll answer all of your questions and tell you what you need to do to take advantage of this time period.

Confused by so many Medicare choices?

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number 
at 711 Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro 
Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 711. Lunes a viernes 
8AM – 8PM. MetroPlus is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special 
needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. H0423_MKTMKT1204 File&Use 09162013

For additional locations near you, please call:

1 . 8 6 6 . 9 8 6 . 0 3 5 6
TTY Users: 711 • Hours of Operation: Mon. – Sat., 8am – 8pm

Elmhurst Hospital Center Hanac Angelo Petromelis Senior Center Queens Hospital

79-01 Broadway 
A1-22 Auditorium

November 15 & 21 
9:00AM – 12:00PM

13-28 123rd Street
November 25 

1:00PM – 3:00PM

82-70 164th Avenue 
North Building Auditorium

November 8 & 15 
1:00PM – 4:00PM

Relax. You have MetroPlus.
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2013 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Fall 2013 Service Changes

There will be no  service between Queensboro Plaza  
and Times Sq-42 St on the following weekends:

11:45PM Friday to 5AM Monday

Nov:  8-11, 22-25 

Travel Alternatives:
 For service between Queens and Manhattan, take the   or

 Transfer between    trains at Queensboro Plaza

  Transfer between    trains at 74 St-Roosevelt Av

 To/from Times Sq-42 St — take the   or  (42 St-Port Authority)

  To/from 5 Av — take the  (42 St-Bryant Pk)

  To/from Grand Central-42 St — take the  via  at Lexington Av/59 St,  at Lexington Av/53 St,  

or  (runs overnight) via Times Sq-42 St

  Free shuttle buses serve the Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and  

Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations

We understand the inconvenience this may cause you, and we will do everything possible to help you get to your  

destination safely and easily. For details, go to mta.info, or download the free Weekender app to your iPhone or Android. 
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Christ the King High School Celebrated Red Ribbon Week

In honor of Red Ribbon Week, the Prevention Leadership Club (PDHP) at 
CK celebrated by creating awareness posters, handing out awareness Red 
Ribbons during lunch periods, and going into various classes to discuss the 

dangers of drug use with their peers.

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 

curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 

Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; ; Dolores St. Louis. Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 

Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/.  
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d    D i x  H i l l s ,  L o n g  I s l a n d ,  N Y  1 1 74 6       6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0      w w w . f t c . e d u

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

Saturday, November 9 at 1 pm  
• Learn about our Degree Programs

• Speak with Career Services about Professional Internships

• Discuss Scholarship Opportunities with Financial Aid Representatives

• Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios

• Meet our Award-Winning Faculty

Five Towns College

Open House

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR FINDING YOUR 

DREAM UNIVERSITY

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION NOV. 8-14, 2013

High school seniors 
are faced with mak-
ing the fi rst of many 

life-changing decisions: 
“Which college should I go 
to?” With more than 4,000 
colleges and universities in 
the United States to choose 
from, fi nding the “Dream 
U” may be a daunting task. 
The truth is the perfect uni-
versity doesn’t exist, but 
with the right guidance 
and resources, students can 
fi nd many colleges where 
they can be successful and 
thrive.

So what factors should 
college-bound teens consid-
er when making their wish 
list? It’s not the school with 
the best parties, weather or 
where their best friend or 

boyfriend is applying.
According to one of 

the nation’s top college ad-
missions consultants, Dr. 
Katherine Cohen, CEO and 
founder of IvyWise and 
LinkedIn Higher Ed Ex-
pert, it all comes down to 
academic, social and finan-
cial fit.

“Imagine you’re start-
ing college tomorrow,” Co-
hen said. “Which courses 
would you take? Who would 
you be excited to study with? 
Are there research, intern-
ship and study abroad op-
portunities offered in your 
areas of interest? Which 
extracurricular activities 
would you take advantage 
of on and off campus? Have 
you had an open conver-

sation with your parents 
about their expected finan-
cial contribution?”

If they do their re-
search correctly, students 
should end up with a list of 
12 to 15 good-fit schools, a 
balance of reach, target and 
likely schools, any of which 
they’d be happy to attend, 
said Cohen. For students 
who aren’t sure exactly 
where to begin, she offers 
the following tips:

• Get your computer, 
tablet or smartphone and 
get online

It’s never too early for 
students to begin research-
ing schools. Thanks to the 
Internet, students have a 
wealth of information read-
ily available at their finger-

tips. They can visit college 
websites, page through 
online course catalogs and 
even take virtual campus 
tours. Students can also 
get a real student perspec-
tive and good sense of cam-
pus culture by reading the 
school newspaper and blog 
online.

LinkedIn, the world’s 
largest professional net-
work, provides aspiring 
students with the opportu-
nity to make informed deci-
sions on which universities, 
majors and skills will help 
them achieve professional 
success - making college 
matchmaking even easi-
er. The company’s newly 
launched LinkedIn Univer-
sity Pages allows higher ed-

ucation institutions to have 
dedicated pages so they 
can build their community 
and directly engage with 
prospective students, cur-
rent students, parents and 
alumni. University Pages 
allows college-bound teens 
to access important infor-
mation on colleges, such as 
the cost of tuition, notable 
alumni and more. They can 
also gain valuable insights 
on what it’s really like on 
campus by connecting with 
current students and recent 
graduates, and trace the ed-
ucational and professional 
paths of notable alumni by 
following the most influen-
tial business leaders and 
company pages.

• Be a student on cam-

pus, even if for a day
Students will likely 

be spending four years of 
their lives at college, and 
nothing beats the gut check 
that comes with an in-per-
son campus visit. Students 
should plan on visiting the 
schools that they are con-
sidering seriously while 
school is in session. It’s im-
portant to attend both the 
official information session 
and the campus tour, as it 
shows demonstrated inter-
est in the school. However, 
students should also make 
time to explore the campus 
and local community on 
their own.

Mother and son using laptop. Photo by Ron Chapple

www.TimesLedger.com
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There is a skills gap 
in the United States. 
Some 39 percent of 

U.S. employers report hav-
ing diffi culty fi nding staff 
with the appropriate skills, 
according to the annual 
Talent Shortage Survey 
conducted by the Manpow-
erGroup, a human resource 
consulting fi rm. 

Employers are looking 
for employees who possess 
the proper education and 
training, but are having 
trouble finding qualified 
candidates. If you are try-
ing to get ahead in your ca-
reer, you’ve likely realized 
the skills gap exists and 
you know the benefits a 
new position or promotion 
could mean to you and your 
family.

Chances are you’ve 
seen these opportunities 
before but didn’t pursue 
them because of the time 

commitment to get the edu-
cation and training you 
need. 

You ask yourself, “If I 
go back to school and have 
to wait two to four years be-
fore seeing the benefits of 

my education, will the op-
portunities still be there?”

The good news is that 
you don’t have to wait for 
graduation day to demon-
strate what you’ve learned.

Some online colleges 

are re-imagining higher 
education in ways that rec-
ognize the demands placed 
on people seeking to ad-
vance their careers. These 
programs strive to help 
students document achieve-
ments not just at gradua-
tion, but before then, while 
they are still in school. Here 
are just some of the ways.

• Badging. Whether 
you were active in Scout-
ing or have played online 
video games, you’re prob-
ably aware of the system of 
badging. A badge or patch 
- physical or electronic - is 
awarded to recognize your 
specific accomplishments. 
The badging idea now ex-
ists in higher education 
as well, and some online 
schools have tapped into 
this trend, using the same 
principles to recognize stu-
dent accomplishments. On-
line colleges find students 

enjoy the accomplishment 
of a badge as they continue 
toward graduation, and 
the online platform lends 
itself well to this system. 
The program is gaining 
traction with employers as 
well. Hiring managers are 
finding that the badges can 
sometimes say more about 
what a student has accom-
plished than the typical 
degree.

• Skill stacking. To 
provide a clear way to dem-
onstrate workplace-ready 
skills before graduation, 
leading online schools are 
offering students the capa-
bility to earn key industry-
recognized certifications 
as they work toward their 
degree, delivering value 
prior to a diploma. For in-
stance, Students can add 
these certificates to their 
resumé or LinkedIn profile 
in order to display imme-

diate benefits from their 
education as they continue 
on their degree path. These 
certificates are an excellent 
way to demonstrate to cur-
rent or potential employ-
ers that you have learned 
work-place ready skills in 
areas such as communica-
tions, leadership, market-
ing, project management or 
other aspects of business.

• e-Portfolio. For stu-
dents who are looking for 
one convenient place to 
showcase their work to cur-
rent or future employers, 
e-Portfolios are a valuable 
tool being introduced at 
some online schools. These 
electronic portfolios record 
any badges or work samples 
loaded by students. They 
are a great way for students 
to showcase their knowl-
edge, skills and abilities in 
one location.

1.866.6VAUGHN www.vaughn.edu

Open House
Saturday
November 9 and 16
10 a.m.

 Online programs hold key in tough economy
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INTRODUCING THE NEW

QUEENS MUSEUM
ONE OF BOROUGH’S LEADING CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

REINVENTS ITSELF WITH $69 MILLION RENOVATION PROJECT

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Although it dropped the word 
from its name, art remains the focal 
point of the new Queens Museum as 
it reopens after an eight-year, $69 
million renovation project Satur-
day.

As part of its expansion to 
105,000 square feet, the museum 
now includes nine artist studios, 
six new gallery spaces and a 40-by-
100-foot blank wall in the new en-
tryway, which will display a series 
of rotating murals throughout the 
year. Officials hope all of this will 
add up to a slew of new visitors, who 
will spend more time at the mu-
seum. 

“People were often surprised 
when they got here how good it 
was,” Tom Finkelpearl, executive 
director of the museum, said. “That 
says the product is good but the im-
age is not. Now, we want people’s ex-
pectations to be high coming in.”

That starts with the building, 
which now includes a flourish of 
artistic touches blurring the line 

between form and function.
Architecture firm Grimshaw, 

working with design consultants 
Ammann & Whitney, replaced walls 
from both the western Grand Cen-
tral Parkway and eastern Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park sides of the 
structure with huge plate glass win-
dows and doorways that are trans-
parent rather than reflective, flood-
ing the new entry hall with natural 
light. 

Light also pours in from above 
through a series of new skylights, 
which cut across the roof of the 
main gallery, filtering sun rays 
through a series of hanging glass 
tiles that fill the upper half of the 
renovated cavernous space. 

“If there were one word to de-
scribe the museum, it would be 
openness,” said Dave Strauss, ex-
ecutive director of external affairs 
and capital projects for the muse-
um. “We really wanted to celebrate 
the symbiosis between the museum, 
the community and the park.”

This sense of wide-open spaces 
actually begins outside the build-

ing on either side. 
Once hidden from the Grand 

Central Parkway by a copse of 
trees, an area the length of the 
building has been cleared — and 
trees moved and replanted to other 
parts of the park — eliminating any 
barrier between the museum and 
passing motorists. 

A single piece of stainless steel 
bisects the building’s façade creat-
ing a canopy over the revolving 
doors. 

Above this, walls have been 
swapped out with glass panels 
equipped with LED lighting. This 
will allow the museum to commis-
sion artists to create light shows re-
lated to current exhibitions. 

The whole design works on 
multiple levels, Strauss said. 

First it creates a compressed 
space at the entry point. This serves 
to take visitors from the vast out-
doors, funnel them through a much 
smaller opening, then move them 
into an area with soaring 48-feet 
ceilings. It also allows the museum 

 Sudoku 32
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The recent expansion of the Queens Museum includes a 
sunken gallery space in the new entrance area (top). The 
Unisphere (above) looms large in this view of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park from the expanded portion of the 
museum. Photos by Kevin Zimmerman and Scott RuddContinued on Page 34
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Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

“Raus! Get Outta Here!” — The 
U.S. premiere of the hit comedy 
from Greece about six diverse 
characters attempting to scam 
the European Union out of money 
for a fake cultural organization. 
Performed in Greek with English 
subtitles. 
When: Through Nov. 30, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3:30 pm
Where: Stathakeion Cultural 
Center, 22-51 29th St., Astoria
Cost: $20/adults, $15/students
Contact: (718) 581-6285
Website: www.egtny.com

“Guys and Dolls” — A musical 
fable of Broadway based on 
the stories by Damon Runyon. 
This classic American musical 
includes such standards as 
“Luck Be A Lady Tonight,” “Sit 
Down You’re Rocking the Boat” 
and the title number. 
When: Through Nov. 17, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside

Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors 
and children under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Love’s Labour’s Lost” 
— Shakespeare’s comedy, 
presented by The Gingerbread 
Players of St. Luke’s Church, 
centers on four soldiers who 
vow to forego love just as the 
Queen of France and her ladies-
in-waiting arrive in town. When: 
Through Nov. 10, Saturday at 
7:30 pm, Sunday at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“Legally Blonde, The 
Musical” — FSF Community 
Theatre Group presents the 
Broadway musical version 
of the hit movie about a L.A. 
sorority girl who follows her 
man to Harvard Law and learns 
being true to oneself is always 
in fashion. 
When: Through Nov. 17, 

Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $18, $15/seniors and 
children 10 and under
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.fsfctg.org

“The Cottage” — The world 
premiere of Sandy Rustin’s 
farce inspired by the works 
of Nöel Coward. The tale, set 
in the English countryside of 
1923, deals with sex, betrayal 
and love. 
When: Through Nov. 23, 
Thursday and Friday at 8 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

VISIT US AT 
TIMES

LEDGER.COM
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BY ALLISON PLITT

Astoria resident Jean-Marie Guy-
aux, a commercially successful pho-
tographer who has a studio in Long Is-
land City, has taken photos that have 
appeared in some of the most popular 
publications in the country as well 
in theatrical posters and advertise-
ments.  

When he photographs on an artis-
tic level, he takes pictures of destroyed 
objects that evoke visceral emotions 
and, from another perspective, can be 
seen as images of beauty.

Guyaux was born and raised in 
Belgium. 

“In my teens flying was my pas-
sion and I photographed everything I 
saw which was connected to aviation,” 
Guyaux said.

After starting college in Brus-
sels, he found work in the city as a 
studio intern where he studied film 
photography.

When Guyaux turned 19, he began ex-
perimenting with photography under the 
guidance of a photographer friend.  Shortly 
thereafter, he moved to New York City to 
study photography at the School of Visual 

Arts.  With the dream of becoming a fash-
ion photographer, Guyaux assisted various 
photographers for about three years.  His 
first assignment finally came from Harp-
er’s Bazaar to shoot one picture that paid 

him $75.  
“The world around me thought I had 

hit the jackpot,” he said, “not exactly!”
For those interested in pursuing pho-

tography as a career, Guyaux offered some 

advice.
“One should get a job as assistant/

intern for a respected and established 
photographer so as to absorb as much 
as possible about technique, style and 
business acumen,” Guyaux said.

What Guyaux has become well-
known for in the art world are his pic-
tures of destruction — crashed cars, 
slashed subway posters, and, most ar-
restingly, glass broken by gunshots.  

Following last year’s incident 
when a gunman shot and killed 20 
children and six adults at an elemen-
tary school in Newtown, Conn., the 
artist’s gunshot series of photos called 
“Shatter” was included in an exhibit 
at an art gallery in Washington, D.C. 

The gallery wanted the exhibit, 
titled “A Call to Arms: The Newtown 
Project,” to honor those teachers and 
children killed in the shooting and 
to provoke the government to enforce 
stricter gun control laws.  Guyaux 
had his own vision of the “Shatter” 

series, observing, “The spider-like beauty 
of shattered glass is a visual symbol of 
the fragility separating the past from the 
present… Yet, unbeknownst to us a single 

Astoria photographer turns destruction into works of art
Upcoming show highlights Jean-Marie Guyaux’s ability to create beauty from destroyed objects

Continued on Page 37

Astoria resident Jean-Marie Guyaux creates commercial and artistic photographs in his Long Island City studio. 
Guyaux’s title for this photograph is “Crush” (r).  Photos courtesy Jean-Marie Guyaux
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33. Calls, once

35. Shinbones

38. Genesis fall place

43. ___ Nona (Tomie dePaola 

children's book)

45. 12-step program

49. "You think I won't?!"

52. 2002 headline company

54. West Side Story heroine

55. Chorus voice

56. Space starter?

57. "Oh, why not?"

59. Planting areas

60. Teeny, for short

61. Movie pooch

62. Trapper's haul

64. 'No' vote

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
November 8-14, 2013

By Bill Deasy

Ms. Scarlet's Friends
Across

1. 1970s veep
6. Tell ___ story
10. The Amazing Race aid
13. Polished-off
14. Musical symbol
16. Born in the ___: 
Springsteen
17. Type of crime
19. Avg. level
20. Verbally assault
21. Indulge
23. BlackBerry devices, e.g.
25. Sailing the Pacific
26. Stage equipment
29. Vegas openings?
32. Unhip person
34. Big shot at the bar?
36. The "G" in G-man: abbr.
37. "Rock Around the Clock," e.g.
39. Case for needles
40. Pro-school grp.
41. Yikes!
42. Pyramids, e.g.
44. Typical Georgia Tech grad 
(abbr.)
46. Hill and ___
47. A few words in passing?
48. Trusty mount
50. 1040 ID
51. The "C" in T.L.C.
53. Bogus
55. Target of John Brown's raid
58. Asian penisula
62. F of FSU
63. Elite military unit
65. Chip brand
66. Way to a man's heart?
67. In the thick of
68. "Rob ___" (Sir Walter 
Scott novel)
69. Unduly curious
70. Snap course

Down
1. "___ needle pulling 
thread..."
2. Oom- __ (tuba sounds)
3. "How Sweet ___": James 
Taylor
4. Go back to an old source
5. City near Syracuse
6. Word after long
7. Rights org. led by M.L.K.
8. Casa cooker
9. ___ quick retreat
10. World War I weapon
11. Memo opener
12. Bachelor home
15. San Joaquin Valley town
18. Trolley toll?
22. Reacted to a shock
24. They may be skipped
26. Act as lookout
27. "Ditto"
28. Wacky to the max
30. Word with main or blessed
31. Rocket sections

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL IN THE FAMILY

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

MUSIC

“South Pacifi c: In Concert” 
— Queens College students, 
professors and alumni perform 
the classic Rodgers and 
Hammerstein score. 

When: Nov. 8 at 8 pm, Nov. 9 at 
2 pm and 8 pm, Nov. 10 at 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre at 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $22/general admission, 
$20/seniors and $15/students 
available only at box offi ce

Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Trumpeters of Queens — A new 
series honoring the trumpet-
playing legends like Louis 
Armstrong and Dizzy Gillespie 
who called Queens home. Josh 
Deutsch and Miki Hirose perform 
at the inaugural show. 
When: Friday, Nov. 8, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, $10/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Giada Valenti “From Venice 
With Love” — The singer and 
her six-piece band will perform 
American and Italian songs 
from the’60s, ’70s and ’80s, as 
well as contemporary hits.
When: Sunday, Nov. 10, at 5 pm
Where: Little Theater at St. 
John’s University, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: $45, $35 and $25
Website: www.giadavalenti.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — The 

Rockaway Artists Alliance’ show 
encompasses all media and 
explores artists’ views of Super 
Storm Sandy. 
When: Through Nov. 24, 
Saturday and Sunday, Noon to 
4 pm
Where: Rockaway Artists 
Alliance, 260 Beach 116th St., 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org

Silent Beaches, Untold 
Stories: New York City’s 

Forgotten Waterfront — An 
interdisciplinary exhibition 
exploring the city’s waterfront 
areas that are remote, 
neglected or little known to the 
public.
When: Through Nov. 9; Tuesday 
- Friday, 10 am - 5 pm; Saturday, 
Noon - 5 pm
Where: St. John’s University, Dr. 
M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
academics/centers/yehgallery

to serve as an opening to 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

Openness also de-
scribes the eastern/park 
side entryway to the build-
ing. 

Alternating floor-to-
ceiling glass panels with 
the old masonry façade, this 
side provides unobstructed 
views of the Unisphere and 
park beyond. For the visi-
tor, this creates a sense of 
being out in the park even 
inside the building. 

“We have pushed the 
façade back so you are si-
multaneously in the park 
and in the footprint of the 
museum,” Strauss said. 

But this lack of sepa-
ration between indoors 
and outdoors extends even 
further with the creation 
of what the museum calls 
its new front porch — an 
expanded outdoor seating 
area that will be used for 
museum programs and 
available to anyone who 
visits the park. 

But when visitors step 
into the renovated build-
ing their eyes will likely 
be drawn to artist Peter 
Schumann’s two-story tall 
black, white and gray mu-
ral depicting a grimacing 
figure clutching a flag with 
an image of a hiking boot 
across the banner’s field. 

Museum officials se-
lected Schumann, founder 
and director of the Bread 
and Puppet Theater, for its 
first solo exhibition. 

“The Shatterer” con-
sists of two large installa-
tions including paintings, 
drawings, papier-mâché 
sculptures and handmade 

books. The two rooms, 
bathed in black, white and 
gray, utilize objects from 
Schumann and his theater 
dating back 50 years. The 
artist is also scheduled to 
stage solo performances in 
the smaller of the two gal-
leries he has dubbed “The 
Chapel” between now and 
March. 

Museum visitors will 
now have regular access 
to presentations and work-
shops by artists in the nine 
new studios created in the 
original half of the muse-
um’s ground floor. About 
400 artists applied for the 
first round of year-long res-
idences and the nine select-
ed have been ensconced in 
the new studio wing since 
the summer. 

On opening day, the 
museum has scheduled its 
first open studio event. 

“This is an immersive 
residency,” Strauss said. 
“We don’t want them to stay 
in their studios. We are go-
ing to have educational pro-
grams and programs just 
for the artists led by our 
staff members and outside 
people.”

Other additions in-
clude a relocated museum 
shop constructed with glass 
walls, a café and a new en-
try — cut into the mural 
wall of the new entrance 
hall — to the iconic Panora-
ma of the City of New York 
exhibit. But other than a 
fresh coat of paint and new 
carpeting, the Panorama 
remains the same. 

Also under the head-
ing of everything old is new 
again, the museum has 
moved its exhibit “From 
Watershed to Faucets: The 
Marvel of New York City’s 
Water Supply System” 
into one of the new galler-

ies. Next door will be the 
“Neustadt Collection of Tif-
fany Glass,” along with an 
first-ever examination of 
Tiffany’s work at its various 
studios around Corona.

Then, in 2015, the 
Queens Library opens a 
full-branch at the museum, 
which will showcase mate-
rial related to ongoing ex-
hibits. 

As for the exhibit that 
may be the museum’s rai-
son d’être — its collection 
of more than 10,000 items 
related to the 1939 and 1964 
World Fairs — the newly in-
stalled “World’s Fair Visible 
Storage and Gallery” on the 
second floor celebrates the 
building’s beginning as the 
New York State exhibition 
hall at both events. From 
pennants to small-scale 
models of the long-gone ex-
hibition buildings, visitors 
can spend hours perusing 
the 900 items on display. 

For Finkelpearl, that 
would mean the project was 
a success. 

Museum directors 
tend to view any guest visit 
under two hours as a sort 
of failure, said Finkelpearl. 
Someone who spends a hour 
or so getting to an institu-
tion and then only stays for 
about an hour isn’t likely to 
return. 

So the key, Finkelpearl 
said, is to ensure a visitor 
can easily make a day of it.

“The idea is to come 
here and spend the whole 
afternoon,” Finkelpearl 
said. “I think now we are 
able to fulfill that. So this 
widens the audience and 
raising the ante over all.”

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at 718-260-
4541 or by email at kzimmer-
man@cnglocal.com.

MUSEUM
Continued from Page 31
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Let us cook for you this Thanksgiving

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

* * 718.821.8401 * 

Reservations Strongly Recommended, Reserve Your Table Today!

SUNDAY FUNDAY
  NOW BOOKING 
  HOLIDAY PARTIES!

718-821-8401

BY SUZANNE PARKER

I recently dined with 
the Gastronauts at Loukou-
mi Taverna in Astoria. The 
Gastronauts are a loose as-
sociation of adventurous 
eaters who come together 
more or less monthly to 
share the pleasures of din-
ing on food with an off-
the-charts “ee-eew” factor, 
lubricated with plenty of 
wine and beer. 

Some of the past delica-
cies enjoyed by this bunch 
have been live octopus, cod 
sperm, Thai fried grasshop-
pers and guinea pig. You 
get the picture. The center-
piece planned for this bac-
chanalia was lamb’s head. 

Loukoumi, the scene 
of the festivities, is a tra-
ditional Greek restaurant 
that normally serves less 
challenging fare. The din-
ing room has an abundance 
of old world charm with 
exposed beams, stone walls 
and windows with shut-
ters. The backyard garden, 

where our group of omni-
vores gathered, is enclosed 
by muraled walls, with a 
tent roof and electric heat-
ers provided for the shoul-
der season.

“What scares you the 
most about this meal?” a 
woman seated across the 
table asked. The general 
consensus was “the eye-
balls.” For me, they called 
to mind a particularly hor-
rific scene in the newly re-
leased “Curse of Chucky.” I 
told myself to get over it.

Beer and karafkis of 
Greek wine began arriving 
along with a succession of 
dishes, most of them inof-
fensive to even the mildly 
squeamish. Arugula salad 
with pomegranate was fa-
miliarly piquant. Loukouni 
chips — crisply fried zuc-
chini slices with skordalia 
(garlic dip) — what’s not to 
love? 

When a choppy pile of 
something bright red ar-
rived, the group perked up. 
“Lamb tartar?” we collec-

tively wondered. Nah. One 
taste betrayed the absence 
of animal protein. It was 
dakos, a salad of hunks of 
dried Cretan rusk, topped 
with tomato, feta, capers 
and olives. Tasty and non-
threatening. It was followed 
by taramosalata, a tradi-
tional spread of carp roe 
and olive oil. It was rich, 
fishy and salty as expected, 
and not at all scary.

Things seemed to be 

moving in the right direc-
tion with the arrival of 
thalassomezes, a platter of 
charcoal grilled octopus, 
calamari and cuttlefish. 
Then we got our brains 
scrambled. That is, we 
were presented with a ver-
sion of glikadakia, created 
from a combination of lamb 
brains and sweetbread sau-
téed in olive oil with herbs 
and wine. 

I could see this dish 

really going over with Jap-
anese food lovers. It was 
bland and spongy, relying 
on its texture and richness 
for its appeal, the flavor 
being pretty nondescript. 
One fellow dinner com-
mented that “at least sheep 
can’t give you Mad Cow dis-
ease.” 

Another countered 
with the unwelcome in-
formation that “sheep are 
subject to scrapie, a similar 
condition.” Fortunately, 
humans are not known to 
contract scrapie.

A platter of bitter 
horta (dandelion greens), 
that most traditional of 
Greek vegetables, led up to 
the main attraction. The 
servers began distributing 
individual plates of halved 
baby lamb heads. They 
were served cut side up, but 
most of the dinners imme-
diately flipped them over to 
face side and started snap-
ping away with their smart 
phones. This was the mo-

Adventures in dining at Astoria’s Loukoumi Taverna
IF YOU GO

Loukoumi 
Taverna

45-07 Ditmars Blvd. 
Astoria NY 11105 
(718) 626-3200 

www.toloukoumi.com 
Price Range: Appetizers 

$5—14.50, Mains: $17.50—21.50
Cuisine: Greek

Setting: Small, charming 
dining room and outdoor 

garden
Service: Friendly 

professional
Hours: Sunday to Thursday 
11:30 a.m. — 10:30 p.m; Friday 
and Saturday 11 a.m. — 11 p.m.

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Wine and beer

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout and delivery: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

Adventurous diners can opt for baby lamb heads and 
other Greek specialities at Astoria’s Loukoumi Taverna. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 37
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$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$5 OFF
Your Check Of 
$30 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

FREE ORDER 
FRIED OREOS
Your Check Of 
$50 Or More

($4.95 Value) Cannot Be 
Combined With Other Offers.

$10 OFF
Your Check Of 
$60 Or More

Cannot Be Combined 
With Other Offers.

39-35 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY

(718) 224-7455
www.DalessandrosCornerGrill.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11-11
Fri. 11-Midnight
Sat. 12-Midnight

Sun. 12-10

NOW SERVING BEER & WINE

Free Delivery

 

with Purchase of 
any Complete Meal 

Monday-Friday 
11am-3pm

Lunch Special

ShopGreatNeck.com for restaurants 
and Restaurant Week menus.

2013 Fall Edition - Sponsored by the 
Village of Great Neck Plaza Business Improvement District

Sunday, November 10 –
Sunday, November 17

Restaurant Week
$25.95
Prix Fixe

Great Neck Plaza

Nov. 10-17

Village of

Restaurant
Week
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ment we had all been wait-
ing for.

The lambs were very 
young indeed, and thus not 
particularly meaty. There 
were a few bites of meat on 
the cheek and a few fork-
fuls of brain. 

Then there was the 
challenge of the eye. After 
cooking, it looked more 
meaty than eye-ish. I 

dared a nibble or two, and 
it wasn’t half bad. I’m told 
that in some cultures, fami-
lies fight over the eyes. 

The Bottom Line
Loukoumi Taverna is 

one of Queens’ oldest Greek 
eateries. When not cater-
ing to the Gastronauts, it 
serves a menu touching 
upon all the Greek classics 
with a few of their own less 
commonplace specialties. 
We can assure you that 

nothing on the menu will 
make you say “ee-eew.” On 
the other hand, if you like 
to play Truth or Dare over 
dinner, check out the Gas-
tronauts at www.gastro-
nauts.net. 

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

SERVING GLUTEN-FREE PASTA 
UPON REQUEST

ENJOY LUNCH AND DINNER 
ON THE WHITESTONE 

WATERFRONT
Party Spaces Available

FINE DINING 

FRIDAY 7–10PM
Sylvia Ryder, pianist

SUNDAY 6:30–9PM
Juliet Gregorio, pianist

SATURDAY 
7-10PM

-OR-

LIVE MUSIC

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Gary Pace, pianist & 
Jennifer Pace, vocalist 

Kevin Ronan, 
guitarist & vocalist

PASTA NIGHT
WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS

5PM–8PM
$12.95*

Includes: Salad, Pasta, 
One Glass of Wine OR One Martini 

*Sides are extra

puff of rage combined with 
the repulsive tools of hurt 
is all it will take to violate 
our cocoon, shatter its sur-
face and ultimately invade 
our bubble.”

The nonsensical vio-
lence of mankind could 
possibly explain Guyaux’s 
own source of inspiration 
as he says, “I am inspired 
by the oddity of the world 
that surrounds me.” 

He is currently 

searching for a curator to 
mount a group exhibition 
“devoted to the denuncia-
tion of various forms of 
violence.”  The suggested 
artists will present works 
in mediums such as sculp-
ture, video, painting and 
photography.

In November Guyaux 
will be exhibiting at the 
Loft 594 Gallery in Bush-
wick and will be presenting 
a series of photos of aban-
doned umbrellas displayed 
in various positions of 
disarray on rainy streets.  
Guyaux titled the umbrella 

photos “Crush,” which are 
as emotively compelling as 
his gunshot photos.  

To viewers, Guyaux 
seems to ask, “The umbrel-
la, an object used for protec-
tion, carelessly tossed into 
the storm and lying splayed 
open like some road kill 
evoke feeling of loss, lone-
liness, anger and violence.  
Could it be akin to some of 
humanity’s accidental des-
tiny?”

To learn more about 
Jean-Marie Guyaux and his 
artwork, you can visit his 
website at www.jmguyaux-

Photo
Continued from Page 33

Dining
Continued from Page 35
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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The breakout stars 
of the LIC Flea’s inaugu-
ral season were front and 
center all along. Ice Riders 
NYC, three transplanted 
Southerners now living in 
Astoria, saw their business 
explode thanks to a unique 
invention and a prime spot 
at the flea market that 
closed for the season last 
Sunday.

The young trio devel-
oped an original concept 
for creating flavored ices, 
something they found lack-
ing since migrating north. 
Jet Thomason, a cyclist 
from Texas, was surprised 
he could not find a flavored 
ice in Times Square a year 
ago when the idea struck. 
He designed a bicycle-pow-
ered machine that shaves a 
block of ice, his friend Da-
vid Burdick built it and his 
girlfriend Chelsea Barker 
provided much of the pedal 
power riding 6-10 miles a 
day.

Southern charm com-
plete with cowboy hats and 
handlebar mustaches, a 
cool-looking machine and a 
refreshing treat during the 

warm weather led to lines 
of customers all summer 
long.

“We loved the spot 

they gave us,” Thomason 
said. “We were the first to 
sign on, so they gave us the 
spot just inside the gate, no 

extra charge.”
Ice Riders NYC be-

came popular with the me-
dia, which added to their 

exposure.
“Anytime someone did 

a story on the Flea, they in-
cluded us in it,” said Thom-
ason.

Originally designed 
with street fairs in mind, 
their exposure at the flea 
market led to many more 
events.

“We handed out so 
many business cards and 
fliers and did so many pri-
vate parties and corporate 
events that we were over-
booked. We had to build a 
second machine because 
we were so busy,” Thoma-
son recalled this week after 
Ice Riders NYC was hired 
to work the Pearl Jam con-
cert at the Barclays Center 
in Brooklyn.

The prototype ma-
chine they built last year 
would have made Mac-
Gyver proud.

“We had this old 
mountain bike attached to 
some Kmart cabinets with 
zip ties,” said Thomas. “It 
looked like some weird sci-
ence project.”

The second machine 
was more streamlined and 
the trio adapted well to the 
Flea’s atmosphere.

“For a mobile vendor 
it became our home base 
and we socialized so well 
it didn’t feel like work at 
all,” said Thomas. “And 
we did it well, we made it 
the entire way without one 
complaint and in the food 
service that’s really saying 
something.”

Ice Riders NYC is relo-
cating to the Virgin Islands 
for the winter.

“David’s heading down 
their with the new machine 
next week and Chelsea and 
I will join him after the 
first of the year,” Thoma-
son said, “We’ll be back in 
April for the second year at 
the Flea.”

Reach Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at 718-
2604538.

Astoria trio take invention to Caribbean
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a battle that lasted nearly 
two years.

Landmark designa-
tion means a property has 
historical, cultural or aes-
thetic value and is an im-
portant part of the city’s 

heritage. The designation 
also means the building is 
required to be kept in good 
condition and the commis-
sion must approve any al-
teration, reconstruction, 
demolition or new construc-
tion that could affect it.

After the building 
was landmarked, there re-
mained a question about 

what would eventually be-
come of the theater. In 2010 
an architect estimated the 
cost of renovating the the-
ater to be around $25 mil-
lion, a price tag that just 
was not feasible for most 
developers.

There were rumors 
that it would become a su-
permarket. Then some said 

it could become a concert 
venue. Meanwhile, commu-
nity members had launched 
an effort to keep the arts as 
part of the theater’s future. 
In 2012, the local residents 
formed the group We Love 
the Ridgewood Theatre to 
do just that. More than 200 
people signed an online pe-
tition asking the new own-

er of the theater to “include 
arts, entertainment and 
community programming” 
in the venue’s redevelop-
ment.

Designed by American 
architect Thomas White 
Lamb, the theater, at 55-
27 Myrtle Ave., originally 
opened in December 1916. It 
featured silent films as well 

as vaudeville acts.
When it opened, it ac-

commodated an audience of 
2,500. When it closed, it had 
five screens and a capacity 
of 1,950.

A representative of 
Bushberg Properties could 
be be reached for comment 
before deadline Wednes-
day.  

Arcabascio, who ran 
an unsuccessful campaign 
for state Senate last year, 
said he has had it with the 
borough’s GOP Party.

“I can absolutely tell 
you that I will never run 
for office in Queens as a 
Republican again. I would 
be better off forming the 
party of Tony,” he said, cit-
ing warring factions in the 
county GOP party. “There’s 
no benefit. They don’t do 
anything to help their can-
didates.”

Arcabascio, who de-
scribes himself as a mod-
erate-to-left-leaning Repub-
lican, said he thought his 
proposals to expand urgent 
care medical centers and 
lure businesses to the bor-
ough with tax incentives 
would have resonated more 
with voters had he not been 
on the GOP line.

With polls predict-
ing a decisive victory for 
de Blasio leading up to the 
election, the Democratic 
mayoral candidate called 
for voters to turn out in 
droves and send him to 
Gracie Mansion with a his-
toric margin of victory that 
would serve as a mandate 
for his progressive agenda.  

They listened and gave him 
73 percent of the vote.

Katz said she modeled 
her campaign to address 
working-class issues, such 
as affordable housing in 
Jackson Heights, responsi-
ble economic development 
in Flushing and resiliency 
in the Rockaways.

“We ran a campaign 
that I am extremely proud 
of,” she told supporters at 
the Queens Democratic 
Party headquarters in 
Forest Hills Tuesday eve-
ning. “We sent a message 
from the moment that I 
announced my candidacy 
that we are a borough of di-
versity and that is an asset 
— it is not a flaw — in the 
borough of Queens and the 
city of New York.”

Katz was endorsed 
early on in her campaign 
by the Rev. Floyd Flake in 
southeast Queens.

Katz emerged as the 
clear favorite to win the 
post after her victory in 
the Democratic primary, 
which became a two-way 
contest between her and 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) when Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans) dropped out and 
threw his support behind 
the former councilwoman. 

Arcabascio, a direc-
tor of IT construction proj-
ects for North Shore-LIJ 

Health Systems, faced an 
uphill battle and the two 
candidates often clashed 
on the campaign trail. 
The Republican accused 
the real-estate-industry-
backed Katz of represent-
ing the 1 percent and the 
former councilwoman tried 
to align Arcabascio with 
congressional Republicans 
who shut down the federal 
government.

On Election Day, vot-
ers appeared to choose Katz 
due to her credentials and 
support from the Demo-
cratic establishment.

“I’m voting for Melin-
da, of course,” Ruth Shuler 
said after pulling the lever 
in St. Albans, not far from 
where Katz began her day 
greeting voters in Cambria 
Height. “The former bor-
ough president did a good 
job and she recommended 
her.”

At PS 85 in Astoria, Co-
lin Pierce said he thought 
the candidates had run a 
tough contest.

“The BP race was sur-
prisingly competitive,” he 
said. “It’s a largely symbol-
ic position, but whichever 
borough has the stronger 
BP gets the most money. 
Look at what Brooklyn’s 
Marty Markowitz has done 
— who knows who the BP 
in the Bronx is?”

Incumbent Council-
man Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) — who won 
a special election in Feb-
ruary for the southeast 
Queens seat vacated by his 
mentor, state Sen. James 
Sanders (D-Jamaica) — 
won his first term in City 
Hall with 92 percent of 
Tuesday’s vote. Richards 
had the second-largest 
number of votes among the 
bourough’s council races 
with 17,226.

Republican Scherie 
Murray earned 5 percent 
and Ricardo Brown, a Dem-

ocrat who ran on the Jobs 
& Education line, pulled in 
less than 3 percent.

The district cov-
ers Laurelton, Rosedale, 
Springfield Gardens and 
Far Rockaway, where Rich-
ards is already working 
with constituents on par-
ticipatory budgeting.

Another southeast 
Queens incumbent, Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica), handily won 
re-election. Wills captured 
95 percent of the vote com-
pared to the 5 percent 
earned by Unity Party can-
didate Mireille Leroy.

Wills was first elected 
to the seat covering South 
Jamaica and parts of Ja-

maica, South Ozone Park 
and Richmond Hill in 2010 
after the death of Council-
man Thomas White Jr. He 
was elected again the fol-
lowing year to serve the re-
mainder of White’s term.

Wills had the fifth-
largest number  of votes 
with 14,594 behind council 
members Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills). 

The councilman has 
said some of his major ini-
tiatives in the new term in-
clude revitalizing dormant 
civic groups and promoting 
the creation of business im-
provement districts along 
vital corridors.

ROP
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gambling, but over time 
amendments have been 
made to allow some forms 
of gambling, such as video 
lottery terminals and race-
track betting pools. Full-
scale casinos now are al-
lowed only on land owned 
by native Americans.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who called the amendment 
a “big win,” said it will 
help create new jobs, more 
construction and more 
tourism across the state.

“This vote builds on 
the landmark agreements 
we reached with native 
American tribes this year, 
ending expensive court 
battles and unnecessary 
discord and restoring hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
to local governments,” he 
said.

Resorts World in 
Ozone Park, the only ca-
sino in New York City, also 
celebrated the measure’s 
passing.

“We’re pleased voters 
recognize the important 
contribution the gaming 
industry makes to New 
York’s economy, workforce 

and education system,” 
spokeswoman Kerri Lyons 
said. “The passage of this 
constitutional amendment 
will only expand our in-
dustry’s ability to create 
good-paying jobs for thou-
sands of New Yorkers and 
provide crucial funds for 
schools across the state.”

The only measure vot-
ers blocked was one that 
would have increased the 
age until which some state 
judges can serve. While 
39.2 percent voted for it, 
60.8 percent voted against 
it.

Under current law, 
the retirement age for a 
state Supreme Court jus-
tice is 70. Justices are 
eligible to apply for three 
two-year terms after they 
have reached the age lim-
it. The amendment would 
have made justices eligible 
for five two-year terms so 
they could serve until they 
are 80 rather than 76 un-
der the current law. The 
amendment would have 
changed the age limit for 
state Court of Appeals 
judges from 70 to 80.

Voters approved four 
other measures: one, 
which was passed with 83.6 
percent of the vote, will 

allow veterans to receive 
additional civil service 
credit after they have al-
ready received credit or a 
civil service appointment. 
The measure is designed 
to help disabled vets get 
civil service jobs.

They also approved 
an amendment that will 
allow local municipalities 
— counties, cities, towns 
and villages — to continue 
to exclude the construc-
tion of sewage facilities 
from their debt limit. That 
was passed by 62.2 percent 
of the vote.

They approved a mea-
sure that will give the state 
Legislature authorization 
to settle a 100-year-old 
Adirondack dispute with 
landowners in Long Lake, 
N.Y., involving more than 
1,000 acres the state says 
is part of a forest preserve. 
When the final votes were 
counted, 72.4 percent of 
voters supported the mea-
sure.

Lastly, 53.1 percenet 
of voters approved another 
Adirondack referendum 
that authorizes the Legis-
lature to exchange some 
land in the state forest pre-
serve in Lewis, N.Y., with a 
private mining company.

Continued from Page 5 

Casinos

Councilman Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), who fa-
vored the proposal, decided 
not to seek re-election to 
the 19th District after he 
was charged in a federal 
bribery case in April.

Dromm got involved in 
the effort because Manford 
was a neighbor and close 
friend of his mother’s.

“She was an incred-
ible, incredible woman who 
helped my mother when 

I came out publicly,” said 
Dromm, who added that 
his mother helped Manford 
start the original chapter 
in Flushing.

Manford was the first 
mother to stand up for 
equal rights for a gay son, 
according to Dromm.

Manford died in Janu-
ary at the age of 92. She was 
awarded the Presidential 
Citizens Medal posthu-
mously. The medal is the 
second highest civilian 
award recognizing individ-
uals “who have performed 
exemplary deeds or servic-

es for his or her country or 
fellow citizens.”

The lone dissenter on 
CB 7, Nick Corrado, believes 
street co-namings should 
be reserved for members of 
the Police and Fire depart-
ments or members of the 
military.

While respecting Cor-
rado’s reasons, Dromm 
said “she won the Presiden-
tial Citizens Medal. I don’t 
think there are too many 
folks in Queens that have 
done that.”

Continued from Page 11 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King’s 

Sarah Nolan was in a deep 
goal-scoring slump as the 
regular season came to a 
close.

The sophomore for-
ward was creating chance 
after chance, but was strug-
gling to finish for various 
reasons and it bothered her. 
She was too reliant on us-
ing her right foot and often 
over-thought a shot before 
taking it. Nolan and Royals 
Coach John Fayad used the 
time created thanks to a 
bye into the diocesan final 
to make sure Nolan righted 
things before the playoffs.

“We worked on the left 
foot until she couldn’t shoot 
anymore,” Fayad said.

It appears she got it 
down.

Nolan used her left 
foot to score the only goal 
Christ the King needed for 
a 1-0 win over Mary Louis 
to earn the school’s third 
straight CHSAA Brooklyn-
Queens Division I girls’ 

soccer title last Saturday 
at Aviator Sports Complex. 
The Royals, who topped 
TMLA for all three crowns, 
advance to the Catholic 
state semifinals Nov. 9 to 
face Rockville Center win-
ner St. John the Baptist 
back at Aviator.

A defensive mistake 
by the Hilltoppers gave 
CK, also the regular sea-
son champion, the break 
it needed after a scoreless 
first half. Senior midfielder 
Francesca Giglio was able 
to control the ball and send 
a perfect pass to a running 
Nolan up the left side. No-
lan took a few steps and 
softy touched the ball into 
the net to give CK a 1-0 lead 
in the 43rd minute.

“I was thinking, ‘I can’t 
believe we haven’t scored 
yet,’” she said. “When we 
finally got that goal I was 
like, ‘We are finally going 
to win this.’”

The Royals (7-1-2) may 
have won by a larger mar-
gin if not for the efforts of 

BY ANTHONY PARELLI
 
Brandon Silva didn’t 

miss the moment he had 
been waiting all season for.

The St. Francis Prep 
senior stood at the penalty 
line and knew he had put 
the ball in the back of the 
net if he and his team were 
going to claim a city title.

“I put it where I always 
do,” Silva said. “I knew I 
was going to score that.”

The goal gave St. Fran-
cis Prep a two-goal lead 
over rival and defending 
champion Archbishop Mol-
loy in the 45th minute. It 
proved to be the deciding 
tally in a 2-1 victory in the 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ soc-
cer final at a packed Belson 
Stadium. It’s the Terriers’ 
second crown in the last 
three years. SFP Coach 
Franco Purificato thought 
it was fitting Silva, a sopho-
more on the 2011 title squad, 
earned himself and the rest 
of the seniors a title to call 
their own.

“I turned around to 
my assistant coach and I 
said, ‘This is his moment 
right here,’” Purificato 
said. “I wasn’t nervous at 
all. I knew he was going to 
finish it.”

Early on it was all Ter-
riers (13-3-2). They forced 
constant pressure on the 
Molloy defense and were 
eventually able to break 
through in the 17th minute 
when a Silva shot was bril-
liantly saved by Stanner 
goalie John Young, but Ter-
riers forward Brian Kilcarr 
opportunistically headed in 
the rebound to make it 1-0. 
Kilcarr and twin brother 
and goal keeper Chris lost 
their grandmother early 
Sunday morning and the 
game was an emotional one 

for them.
“I knew if it was any-

one who deserved the goal 
it was him,” Silva said of 
Kilcarr. “I doubt the kid got 
any sleep last night.”

The lone Molloy (14-
2-3) goal came in the 63rd 
minute when Anthony 
Iurillo hauled in a long, 
high pass from Silva and 
beat the keeper to his left to 
bring his team within 1-1. 

Denes Kostel hit the cross-
bar in the sixth minute of a 
scoreless tie. The goal was 
the result of a slew of per-
sonnel adjustments Molloy 
implemented looking for a 
second half-spark.

“I was very proud of 
how they played the last 
25 minutes,” Molloy Coach 
Andy Kostel said. “We 
had opportunities and I 
switched players all over 

the place. They’re very re-
silient.”

The victory over Mol-
loy was the first of the sea-
son for St. Francis Prep and 
the first time Purificato has 
defeated the Stanners in 
the finals. The Terriers ad-
vance to the CHSAA state 
semifinals, where they face 
St. Joe’s Collegiate at 5 p.m. 
Saturday, back at Belson.

“It definitely meant a 
lot to me,” Purificato said. 
“They beat us twice during 
the season and they always 
put up a good team. They 
didn’t disappoint, they 
were really good, but my 
kids rose to the occasion.”

Purificato knew his 
team wasn’t always the fa-
vorite and fed off the fact 
that he thought his players 
would want to prove doubt-
ers wrong.

“I think we were kind 
of the underdogs this year 
again,” Purificato said, 
smiling. “I like it.”
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Royals score crown 
over TMLA team

Prep fi nds Silva lining in win
Senior’s penalty kick earns soccer squad CHSAA title over Molloy

St. Francis Prep players hoist their championship trophy in the air. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Christ the King celebrates its third straight CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division I girls’ soccer title. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

St. Francis Prep’s Brandon Silva (l.) keeps the ball from Molloy’s 
Eric Alerte. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604
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Jaclyn LaForgia 
turned in a near-perfect 
performance, commit-
ting just one hitting error 
while helping St. Francis 
Prep win a seventh straight 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
girls’ volleyball title.

Now it’s time for her 
and her teammates to fi-
nally provide the perfect 
ending to their season and 
get the Terriers the Catho-
lic state title that it’s yet to 
bring home.

“That’s eluded us right 
now,” SFP Coach Kevin Co-
lucci said. “It’s not going 
to be easy, there are some 
teams there. If the girls 
play the way they can, it’s 
going to be a battle.”

St. Francis Prep (10-0) 
has crept closer each year, 
losing in the state final the 

last two seasons. It is the 
one accomplishment miss-
ing since the program has 
turned into the standard 
for the sport in New York 
City.

There is a difference 
already this year with the 
tournament being held in 
Fresh Meadows for the first 
time this Saturday. Colucci 
is hoping to get extra fan 
support to energize his play-
ers. Even before they take 
the court, defending their 
home is already providing 
additional motivation.

“I think it gives more 

of a pride feeling,” LaFor-
gia said.

The senior outside hit-
ter can certainly be proud 
of the performance she 
turned in during a 25-18, 
25-18, 25-14 win over Font-
bonne Hall in the finals 
Monday at Christ the King. 
LaForgia, who has won 
three diocesan titles, re-
corded 24 kills with just one 
error and recorded kills on 
more than half of the balls 
passed to her. She also had 
a knack for providing big 
points.
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
St. Francis Prep’s long 

road back to the CHSFL’s 
elite is now complete.

Jonathan Joseph 
grabbed three intercep-
tions, two in the fourth 
quarter, and returned the 
final pick 97 yards for a 
touchdown to complete the 
Terriers’ regular season in 
style. SFP posted its second 
straight unbeaten league 
season with a 49-32 vic-
tory over Bishop Ford last 
Saturday night at Mitchel 
Field.

The victory secured St. 
Francis Prep a berth in the 
Class AAA playoffs for the 
first time since 2008 and a 
No. 3 seed, its highest since 
it reached the title game 
back in 2001. The Terri-

ers (8-1, 8-0) face rival Holy 
Cross in the quarterfinals 
next weekend. The Terri-
ers won just three “AAA” 
games combined in 2009 
and 2010, but are not back 
where they feel the proud 
program deserves.

“It’s a good challenge 
for us, it’s really achiev-
ing some of our goals as a 
program,” said SFP assis-
tant Coach Richie Carroll. 
“This is where we believe 
St. Francis Prep belongs 
and as a program we’re 
kind of moving forward 
with that.”

Terriers’ star running 
back Justin Guerre (16 car-
ries, 129 yards) ran for a 
4-yard score, his second of 
the game to extend the lead 
35-26 with a minute left in 
the third quarter. Tariq Ol-

ivier also scored twice on 
the ground.

The St. Francis Prep 
defense didn’t hold back 
anything as they forced 
Bishop Ford (6–3, 5–3) to 
turn the ball over on downs 
multiple times in the fourth. 
The Terriers’ offense took 
advantage of their time 
and with eight minutes in 
the game Gordon Marquis 
rushed the ball in the end 
zone for a 16-yard touch-
down to put the Falcons in 
a deep 42-26 hole.

Ford eventually scored 
in the fourth quarter when 
running back Rodney Gon-
zales scrambled in with 
seven minutes remaining 
in the game to make the 
score 42-32. The Falcons 
showed signs of a miracle 
comeback, but Joseph ru-

ined that opportunity when 
he grabbed his third inter-
ception, this time inside 
the Terrier 10-yard line and 
returned all the way for a 
touchdown.

“I watched some film 
and I noticed that their slot 
receiver does a lot of out 
routs, so I saw the quarter-
back drop back and I was 
like, ‘Here’s my chance,’ so 
I decided to drop in and it 
paid off,” Joseph said.

For Guerre and his 
teammates, it’s nothing but 
excitement as they head to 
the playoffs. The Terriers 
still think they have plenty 
to prove.

“This is a big step for 
us,” Guerre said. “It’s time 
to show the league what we 
can do.”St. Francis Prep defensive back Anthony Varuzzi goes up over a 

Bishop Ford player to intercept the ball. Photo by William Thomas

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

St. Francis Prep set to serve for 
elusive state volleyball crown

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Archbishop Molloy 

guard C.J. Davis wanted to 
land at a college that chal-
lenged him both on and off 
the court. Columbia provid-
ed that in every way.

The Lions are in need 
of a guard with the senior’s 
ability to elevate the play of 
his teammates and score 
with the game in the line. 
Davis will get a chance to 
do just that and receive an 
Ivy League education after 
committing to play men’s 
basketball for Colum-
bia and head Coach Kyle 
Smith. He chose the Lions 
over Boston University and 
Lehigh.

“That was a main focus 
just to look for a balance,” 
said Davis, a high-90s stu-
dent who wants to study en-
gineering. “I didn’t want to 
do somewhere that wasn’t 
academically challenging. 
It had to be the best of both 
worlds for me.”

He stressed the impor-

tance of Columbia’s loyalty 
throughout the recruiting 
process. The Lions recruit-
ed him since he was an 
underclassman and never 
wavered in its interest 
through good games, bad 
games and injuries. Davis 
said they told him the team 
has been lacking a point 
guard with his skill set.

“They told me they 
needed a person who could 
get their players better and 
get them the ball and in big 
games can lead the team to 
a win,” he said.

Molloy Coach Mike 
McCleary believes that is 
exactly who Davis is and 
hopes a few of those big 
shots happen this season. 
He averaged 17.3 points 
per game and dropped in 
23 points in a quarterfinal 
loss to Cardinal Hayes as a 
junior. Davis has 18 in New 
York City’s loss to Long Is-
land at the Metro Classic 
Oct. 27.

“He’s a great facilita-
tor as far as getting people 
the ball in a place where 
they can be successful on 
the court,” McCleary said. 
“I think that he is a big shot 
maker.”

Davis, an All-Queens 
first team selection by 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
will begin his senior sea-
son adjusting to a big loss 

Molloy hoops star C.J. Davis 
chooses Columbia University

Archbishop Molloy guard 
C.J. Davis is headed 
to Columbia University. 

Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45

SFP secures fi rst AAA playoff spot since ’08
Jonathan Joseph’s three interceptions lead football team to victory over Bishop Ford Falcons

St. Francis Prep players celebrate. The Terriers defeated Fontbonne 
Hall for the team’s seventh straight title. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Mary Louis goalkeeper 
Claire Loredan. The senior 
made numerous diving 
saves in the second half to 
keep Christ the King from 
extending its advantage. 
She denied Nolan, Medina 
Mulic and Andrea Cardozo 
during the final 15 min-
utes.

“Last year she was 
doing the same things,” 
TMLA Coach Tom Bruen 

said. “She always gives 
them a chance.”

The coach would have 
liked to see his Hilltoppers 
team (7-4-2) be more aggres-
sive earlier on offense. Star 
midfielder Therese Boyle 
ripped a 20-yard strike that 
went wide in the 67th min-
ute and her shot across the 
box just missed the lower 
left corner in the 73rd min-
ute.

“Urgency is sometimes 
hard to come by,” Bruen 
said.

Giglio said there is 

always an urgency to keep 
the Royals’ string of titles 
going after the program 
had never won prior to this 
run. She believes that feel-
ing will remain even with 
she and senior Destiny 
Marino leaving after three 
crowns.

“I felt like every year 
we are like, ‘Now we can’t 
lose this one,’” Giglio said. 
“So I have a feeling next 
year they are going to be 
like, ‘They’re gone and we 
still can’t lose.’”

with the absence of legend-
ary Coach Jack Curran, 
who passed away in March. 
Davis said it was emotional 
watching a video tribute to 
Curran at the Metro Clas-

sic. He knows Curran would 
be proud of his choice, but 
he will miss being around 
his former coach.

“It’s going to feel 
weird,” Davis said. “He’s 
been a big mentor for me at 
Molloy. It’s going to be a lot 
different without him.”

He is hoping to make 

things different at Colum-
bia, an improving program, 
when he gets there. Davis 
already feels at home.

“They are always wel-
coming,” Davis said. “Ev-
erything was perfect. It’s 
hard to explain. It’s just 
instinct.”

“She was out of her 
mind,” Colucci said. “She 
was just unconscious, just 
very smooth. She was our 
go-to person without a 
doubt.”

LaForgia has emerged 
as the Terriers’ star even 
on a team filled with plenty 
of talented players. Setter 
Nicole Tong, who has 39 as-
sists and eight digs against 
Fontbonne, has made great 
use of her multitude of hit-
ters from Caroline Gorecki, 
to Johairy Rivadeneira and 
Stephanie Sokolich. She 
still isn’t afraid to just pass 
to the hot hand and did just 
that with LaForgia.

“Feeding her, that is 
energizing the team also,” 
Tong said.

Their momentum 
needs to carry over into 
Saturday. The Terriers 
must seize the opportunity 
to add the state title that 
can make this amazing run 
complete. Never winning 
would not diminish what 
that accomplished, but in 

life you never want to leave 
a “but” in anything you do. 
There is no better year then 
this one to put it to rest and 
further add to their legacy.

“That is our goal, espe-
cially trying to take states 
at our home in our terri-
tory,” LaForgia said. “That 
would be a great achieve-
ment.”

Royals

Continued from Page 44 

Davis

Continued from Page 44 

Volleyball
Continued from Page 41 

Fontbonne’s Emily Greenstein (l.) and Daisy Trusttum (c.) try to 
block St. Francis Prep’s Jessica Vishnudat. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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84.1 percent of the vote, un-
official results from the AP 
showed, with Concannon 
receiving 15.9 percent.

The Oakland Gardens 
lawmaker and former as-
semblyman did not have an 
opponent in his bid for re-
election until this past sum-
mer, when he took the lead 
on the Council’s opposition 
to the Police Department’s 
controversial stop-and-

frisk policies. Concannon, 
a retired NYPD captain, 
threw his hat into the race 
soon after with hopes of de-
fending the department and 
advocating for public safety 
in the northeast Queens 
district.

Weprin was first elect-
ed to the 23rd District in 
2009, representing Hollis 
Hills, Queens Village, Glen 
Oaks, Floral Park and Oak-
land Gardens.

Vallone bested GOP-
backed Dennis Saffran 
with more than 57 per-
cent of the vote, according 

to unofficial AP results, 
marking the end of a hot 
race to replace Halloran. 
Back in April, Halloran 
was slapped with a federal 
indictment accusing him of 
using bribery to try and get 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) into the mayoral 
race as a Republican.

The win gave Vallone 
his spot in the previously 
red 19th Council District, 
which includes Auburn-
dale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Whites-
tone.

east Queens was spotty de-
spite widespread expecta-
tions that the race to replace 
indicted Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
might be the closest in the 
city. Democrat Paul Vallone 
bested Republican Dennis 
Saffran by a respectable 
margin and maintained his 
lead throughout the night. 

The polls in Rochdale 
Village were quiet. But over 
in Cambria Heights Tues-
day morning, Democrat I. 
Daneek Miller, who went 
on to win Councilman Le-
roy Comrie’s (D-St. Albans) 
seat, said he was looking 
for strong voter turnout to 
provide a mandate for the 
next administration and 
City Council.

“Those numbers will 
prove that,” he predicted.

When the returns were 
in, Miller had the highest 
number of votes cast in the 
borough for a City Council 
seat. Two other Democratic 
southeast Queens council-
men — Donovan Richards 
and Ruben Wills — were 
among the top five vote-
getters in Queens.

The Democratic Par-
ty’s big night continued as 
Letitia James became the 
first black woman to be 
elected to a citywide office 
when she aced the public 
advocate’s race. The Demo-
cratic councilwoman de-
feated Conservative Party 
candidate Robert Maresca 
83 percent to 12 percent.

Democrat Scott String-
er, who overcame a formi-
dable challenge from for-
mer Gov. Eliot Spitzer, had 
an easy win over Republi-
can John Burnett for city 
comptroller 80 percent to 17 
percent.

Back in Queens Melin-
da Katz, another Democrat 
with a long resumé, rolled 
up an impressive victory by 
capturing 80 percent of the 
vote in the race for borough 
president. She defeated 
Tony Arcabacio, who vowed 
never to run on the Repub-
lican line again after get-
ting 17 percent, and Everly 
Brown, who collected less 
than 3 percent on the Jobs 
& Education ticket.

When the votes were 
counted, Queens had elect-
ed a new Democratic bor-
ough president and was 
poised to send five new 
Democrats to the City Coun-
cil. A Democrat had seized 
the northeast Council seat 
from a Republican and the 
only remaining Republican 
in the borough, Eric Ulrich, 
held his ground with a solid 
win. meant the end of Halloran’s 

first term in the Council 
after the incumbent an-
nounced he would not seek 
re-election following a fed-
eral indictment earlier this 
year. Halloran was arrest-
ed April 2 and charged with 
soliciting bribes to help 
propel Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) into the mayoral 
race as a Republican and 
bowed out of the public eye 
so he could instead focus 
his attention on restoring 
his name, he said.

Halloran’s arrest made 
for a tense political climate 
in northeast Queens, set-
ting the stage for a crowded 
Democratic primary sea-
son. Vallone bested four 
others in the primary run 
for the Democratic nomi-
nation, including Empire 
State Development spokes-
man Austin Shafran, ur-
ban planning consultant 
Paul Graziano, former As-

semblyman John Duane 
and former Halloran Chief 
of Staff Chrissy Voskeri-
chian.

Even on Election Day 
the embattled Republican 
sent shockwaves through 
the northeast Queens dis-
trict when he posted on 
his Facebook page that he 
would be casting his ballot 
across party lines in Val-
lone’s favor. He congratu-
lated Vallone on his win 
the following day in a state-
ment.

“The Vallone family’s 
tradition of public service 
continues and I am sure 
Paul will work diligently 
for us,” Halloran said. “My 
staff is already hard at 
work to ease the transition 
and make sure that our 
constituents will continue 
to enjoy the exemplary re-
cord of community service 
my office maintained over 
the last four years.”

Saffran fired off a 
statement after the news 
broke, linking voters to a 
video from a candidate fo-
rum last month in which 

Vallone remarked on how 
important public support 
was in the race.

“As Paul Vallone him-
self said at the Bayside His-
torical Society Candidate’s 
Night: ‘Any candidate...you 
have to ask them...who is 
standing with you?’ Now 
we have our answer,” Saf-
fran’s campaign said in the 
statement.

The contentious pri-
mary brought some flak 
for Vallone after Jobs for 
New York, a political ac-
tion committee for the Real 
Estate Board of New York, 
started mailing out attack 
ads in support of the Flush-
ing attorney’s campaign. 
All of his Democratic oppo-
nents decried the ads, and 
the hot-button issue car-
ried over into the general 
election race.

Saffran, backed by 
the Queens GOP soon after 
Halloran’s legal troubles 
surfaced, ran for the same 
19th District seat in 2001 
and lost by just under 400 
votes to now-Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

Brooklyn.
Koslowitz served on 

the Council from 1991-2001. 
She was deputy borough 
president until 2009, when 
she was again elected to 
the Council. She chairs 
the Council Committee on 
Economic Development.

In the 34th District, 
Antonio Reynoso held onto 
his win for the seat.

He beat his one op-
ponent, Gladys Santiago, 
when he won 96 percent 

of the vote, according to 
the AP. Santiago, who ran 
on the third party School 
Choice line, won 4 per-
cent.

Reynoso previously 
bested Santiago during 
the Democratic primary 
in September. He also de-
feated former Assembly-
man Vito Lopez, who tried 
to return to political office, 
and Humberto Soto.

Reynoso has served 
as the chief of staff for 
Councilwoman Diana 
Reyna (D-Brooklyn) since 
2009. Reyna is being term-
limited out. Reynoso, who 
hails from Williamsburg, 

Brooklyn, previously 
worked as a community 
and labor organizer for 
childcare workers.

The district includes 
Ridgewood, Bushwick and 
Williamsburg.

“I’m humbled and 
honored that voters in my 
district overwhelmingly 
chose me to serve in the 
City Council,” Reynoso 
said in a statement. “I plan 
to fight hard for progres-
sive changes that will 
strengthen working fami-
lies and create economic 
opportunities for house-
holds and residents who 
are struggling.”

Continued from Page 4 
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Vallone

nal charges would be filed 
because of lack of evidence. 
The judge accused the DA 
of whitewashing its investi-
gation of the incident.

Raffaele recently 
acquired two cellphone 
videos from anonymous 
sources who he says refute 
the NYPD’s claim that he 
was acting too aggressively 
and injured his larynx by 
shouting too loudly.

“The videos will prove 
that all that is untrue,” said 
Raffaele during the news 
conference. “They’re sup-

posed to tell the truth and 
protect the truth and in-
stead they’ve lied.”

The judge filed the fed-
eral lawsuit in August 2012, 
he said, “because what I 
really want is to clean up 
the situation so people can 
trust them again.”

He added, “The police 
are supposed to protect the 
people. We have to change 
the culture.”

While Raffaele be-
lieves the two videos will 
help him do that, the 
Queens DA’s office reacted 
to his distribution of DVDs 
to the assembled media.

“The city has yet to re-
ceive a copy of the tape(s), 

although the plaintiff 
shared it in advance with 
the media,” said Elizabeth 
Thomas, deputy director 
of communications. “We’re 
always open to evaluating 
new evidence, in particu-
lar, if the plaintiffs provide 
it to the city expeditiously 
before leaking it to the 
press. It is troubling that a 
plaintiff alleging a ‘cover-
up’  has thus far failed to 
disclose evidence to the 
Queens DA, the NYPD and 
the Law Department.”

A review by the Ci-
vilian Complaint Review 
Board is expected after the 
first of December .

Continued from Page 2 

Judge

us. And I’m so grateful for 
the four years this district 
has given me to go back to 
City Hall to represent the 
people here.”

Crowley was first 

elected to the seat in 2008. 
She is chairwoman of the 
Fire & Criminal Justice 
Services Committee. Pre-
viously she worked as a 
restorative painter.

Caruana, who hails 
from Middle Village South, 
is a former intelligence an-
alyst at the Office of Naval 
Intelligence. He has also 

worked as an information 
specialist at the Fox News 
Channel. The candidate 
had garnered the support 
of Republican mayoral 
candidate Joe Lhota. To-
gether they stumped for 
votes at O’Neill’s in Mas-
peth in October.

Continued from Page 4 

Crowley

educational and spiritual 
after-school programs,” 
the board of trustees said.

Whatever is left is 

used to establish another 
scholarship fund, accord-
ing to the board.

“Our unanimous 
board of trustees is ab-
solutely confident in its 
legal, moral and ethical 
position with regard to the 

above dispute and looks 
forward to providing a 
quality Catholic education 
to its present and future 
students for many years 
to come,” Christ the King 
said.

Continued from Page 18 

Lawsuit
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  FREE!

  FREE!

  FREE!

GrowNYC’s Office of Recycling Outreach and Education is a NYC Department of Sanitation funded program

GrowNYC.org/Swap
Email: Recycle@Grownyc.org
Call: 212.788.0227

Saturday, November 16
The Shops at Atlas Park
80-00 Cooper Avenue
Glendale, Queens
12pm-3pm

Bring clean, reusable, portable items to share, or just 
come see what’s free for the taking. You don’t need to 
bring something to take something! 
(No furniture or other large items, please.)

*Regular mall parking fees apply

STOP 
‘N’ SWAP

FREE!

®


