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BY BILL PARRY

When Typhoon Haiyan 
smashed into the Philippines Fri-
day, its destruction was felt 8,500 
miles away in Woodside, where 

nearly 13,000 Filipinos make up 
the largest concentration in the 
state.

The neighborhood along 
Roosevelt Avenue between 63rd 
and 71st streets is known as Little 

Manila and its groceries, baker-
ies and shipping companies were 
abuzz all weekend with workers 
and customers swapping news of 
family back home.

At Phil-Am Foods, at 70-02 

Roosevelt Ave., owner Emmanuel 
Castillo left the Philippines last 
Thursday night. On Friday he 
was mainly concerned with his 
worker Silverio Lendero, who had 
not heard from his extensive fam-
ily from Samar, a hard-hit town 
in Lyte Province, with 400 dead 
and 2,000 missing, according to 
regional government officials.

After four days, Lendero got 
through.

“He finally spoke with some-
one by phone this morning,” said 
Castillo Monday. “His daughter, 
his two brothers and three grand-
children are all accounted for — 
he’s very relieved.”

At Philippine Freight Ser-
vices Inc., at 69-05 Roosevelt Ave., 
owners Angelita and Al Arce 
have been glued to the TV since 
Friday.

“We watch Filipino cable in 
the morning and CNN all after-
noon,” said Al Arce. “All our fam-
ily is safely to the north but many 
of our customers are trying to get 
back home.”

He added that flights were 
still going into Manila, but that 
connecting flights to the islands 

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
New York City families are 

already feeling the effects of re-
cent cuts to the federal Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram.

More than 1.8 million city 
residents rely on the program, ac-
cording to the New York City Co-
alition Against Hunger.

“It’s the one thing that has 
kept us from really widespread 
third world-style hunger,” Joel 
Berg, the coalition’s executive di-
rector, said.

The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 had 
temporarily increased SNAP 
benefits, formerly known as food 
stamps, as a way to stimulate the 
economy, but that boost expired 
Nov. 1. Two weeks ago the pro-
gram was hit with $300 million 
in cuts.

A family of four will expe-
rience a decrease of about $36 a 
month, according to the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priority. The 
benefits that families do receive 
will amount to less than $1.40 per 

BY BILL PARRY

A federal judge has decided against issuing a 
permanent injunction that would stop the demoli-
tion of 5Pointz in Long Island City.

The way is clear for the building’s owners, 
Jerry and David Wolkoff, to begin preparing to 

Developer prepares to tear down

5Pointz after federal judge rules BY PHIL CORSO

A U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration proposal 
to limit the usage of harm-
ful trans fats in everyday 
food items has validated 
many years of advocacy for 
one northeast Queens law-
maker.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) applauded the 
FDA’s preliminary deter-
mination that partially hy-
drogenated oils, or PHOs, 
should be classified as 
unsafe in food. The con-
gressman said the proposal 
could all but eliminate 
harmful trans fats from the 

country’s food supply — a 
battle he has been fighting 
himself on Capitol Hill.

“I am extremely 
pleased to hear that the 
FDA is taking a crucial 
step toward eliminating 
artificial trans fats in our 
food supply, which is sure 

Queens families
cut back by $36
in food stamps

Woodside Filipinos raise funds
Community holds vigils for loved ones as residents await news of loved ones
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A federal judge has ruled that the 
Wolkoffs have the right to develop 
5Pointz. 

FLIGHT 587 MEMORIAL

Wanda Lora rests her hand on the name of her late brother, Jose Lora, who was among 265 people killed during the 
Flight 587 crash. Twelve years ago Jose Lora and his sister were living in Jamaica. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Happy Thanksgiving from Austin’s!

AUSTIN’S 
COMPLETE 

FIVE COURSE 
DINNER 

INCLUDES
Appetizer, Soup, Salad, 

Entrée, Dessert, 
Coffee or Tea

APPETIZERS 
(choice of one)

Wonton Wrapped Shrimp
Roast Pumpkin and Sage Risotto

Lobster Pot Pie
Pumpkin Ravioli with Sage Butter Sauce

SOUP
Smoky Butternut Squash

SALAD
Mixed Greens, Mango, Prosciutto 

& Bermuda Onion

ENTRÉES
Roast Vermont Turkey 28.00
Stuffi ng, Gravy, and Cranberry Sauce
Veal Scaloppini Madeira and Porcini Mushrooms 32.00
Roast Duck Breast with Pomegranate-Chile Sauce 30.00
Cannelloni Filled with Salmon and Spinach 30.00
with Parmesan Cheese Sauce
Monkfi sh Baked with Prosciutto and Artichoke 32.00
Filet Mignon and Bacon Wrapped Scallops 35.00

VEGETABLE 
(choice of one) 

Mashed Carrots and 
Parsnips 

Creamed Spinach

POTATOES 
(choice of one)

Roasted Fingerling 
Red Potato

Candied Yams

718.849.3939
82-70 Austin Street, 

Kew Gardens, NY 11415

DESSERT
(choice of one)
Pumpkin Bread 

Pudding, Apple Pie, 
Pumpkin Pie, Chocolate 

Mousse Cake

LET US DO 
ALL THE 
COOKING! 

Turkey Dinner for 12 (18-20 lbs) Only $230 Plus tax
Turkey Dinner for 6 (10-12 lbs) Only $135 Plus tax 
Includes ALL the trimmings. 
Place your order by November 22, 2013. 
Call Colleen (718) 849-3939

BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City 
Restaurant Association is 
less than a month old and 
the owners involved are 
already working on their 
first event.

On Nov. 30, they are 
putting together LIC Party. 
Six of the restaurants will 
prepare food and drink 
samplers and customers 
can hop from one eatery to 
another.

“It’s kind of a pub crawl 
but with food,” said res-
taurateur Rebecca Trent. 
“Right after Thanksgiving 
nobody will want to cook, 
so it’s a way to get out and 
try our restaurants.”

It is the type of self-
promotion Trent had in 
mind when she came up 
with the idea a couple years 
ago during the Taste of LIC. 
That event, held each June 
in Gantry State Park, drew 
a record crowd of 1,000 who 
sampled the food from 50 
restaurants last summer.

“I figured we could do 
this more often as a way 
of community building,” 
said Trent, who owns a res-
taurant and comedy club 
called The Creek and the 
Cave, at 10-93 Jackson Ave. 
“It’s also a way of guiding 
media perception. Every-
one writes that we’re the 
next Brooklyn but we’re 
not — we’re Queens and we 
want to be Queens because 
we love Queens.”

The dozen restaurants 
taking part so far are hop-
ing to have a united front 
in dealing with the city De-
partment of Health.

“I don’t mind rules, 
but it’s the inconsistency 
that makes me crazy,” said 
Doris Nowilla Suda, man-
ager at The Riverview, at 
201 50th Ave. “We all share 
the same challenges and 
frustrations.”

Jeff Blath, owner of 

the Alobar, at 46-42 Vernon 
Blvd., agreed, adding, “I be-
lieve in the whole strength 
in numbers thing.”

His restaurant cel-
ebrated its second anni-
versary Thursday and it 
recently won Michelin 
Guide’s Bib Gourmand 
prize for the second year 
in a row, a designation that 
denotes good cuisine at a 
reasonable price. The expo-
sure did not help Blath in 
a recent battle with Com-
munity Board 2 for the 
use of a backyard outdoor 
space. When Alobar opened 
Blath agreed not to use the 
outdoor space because the 
noise would disturb his 
neighbors. When Long Is-
land City was rezoned to 
allow cafe seating Blath 
claimed that he needed the 
outdoor space to compete 
with other area restaurants 
that were offering outdoor 
seating. Community Board 
2 rejected his request, 

“I don’t think we got a 
fair shake with that,” Blath 
said. “I think uniting with 
the others may put the lean 
on the community board. 
If we showed up as a group 
and listed our demands, 
they’d have to listen to us.”

Trent’s motives were 
less political and more 
business-based. At their 
first meeting at the end of 

October, three of the own-
ers realized they shared 
a counterfeit money prob-
lem.

“They compared notes 
and identified the guy and 
wouldn’t let him in their 
restaurants anymore,” 
Trent said.

The Long Island 
City Restaurant Associa-
tion also acts as a support 
group.

“Look, we’re all own-
ers who paid to have a job 
that makes us crazy 24/7,” 
Trent said. “Just when you 
think you’re losing your 
mind, you can share your 
problems with like-minded 
people.”

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli 
agreed, saying, “I actually 
like these people. A lot of 
businesses don’t support 
each other.”

The owner of Mandu-
catis Rustica, at 46-33 Ver-
non Blvd., said “we need 
to work together and help 
each other out and that will 
help us forge our own iden-
tity, an LIC identity.”

The association is like-
ly to grow as well.

“We had 12 at our first 
meeting, but that’s because 
of scheduling problems,” 
Blath said. “LIC is a big 
area with a lot of restau-
rants and everyone is wel-
come to join us.”

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Representatives from Alobar Restaurant in Long Island City take 
part in the 2012 Taste of LIC. Photo by Ken Maldonado

LIC restaurant group 
to host tasting party
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BY BILL PARRY

Outraged by the tragic 
death of a 4-year-old boy in 
October, hundreds took to 
the streets of Corona and 
Jackson Heights Tuesday 
night to demand better traf-
fic safety and strict enforce-
ment of traffic laws.

The event was planned 
by the group Three Chil-
dren Too Many, formed af-
ter Olvin Yhair Figueroa 
of Corona was struck and 
killed by a driver charged 
with being drunk as the tot 
crossed the intersection of 
Northern Boulevard and 
Junction Boulevard with 
his pregnant mother.

“This is the culmina-
tion of a year of carnage on 
our streets,” said co-found-
er Cristina Furlong, who 
also pointed to the deaths 
of two others: 11-year old 
Miguel Torres, killed on 
Northern Boulevard last 
December, and 19-year old 
Luis Bravo, of Jackson 

Heights, who was struck 
and killed in Woodside, as 
a call to action. 

More than 60 people 
fought off the bitter cold 
and gathered at the Langs-
ton Hughes Library, at 100-
01 Northern Blvd., where 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferraras (D-East Elmhurst) 
spoke to the crowd.

“We need to send a 
clear message that we have 
a crisis in our neighbor-
hoods,” Ferreras said. “We 
need the Department of 
Transportation to increase 
the size of our slow zones 
and add traffic islands.”

The councilwoman 
said the mindset at the city 
agency has to change as 
well.

“Everytime we ask for 
these things, we’re told that 
there aren’t enough acci-
dents. Enough is enough,” 
she said.

After the speech, 
the group marched along 
Northern Boulevard, stop-

ping at a memorial that 
marks the spot where Olvin 

Figueroa was killed.
State Sen. Jose Peralta 

(D-East Elmhurst) spoke 
to the crowd, saying, “The 
deaths of three children, 
here in our community, 
are a painful and sober-
ing reminder that there is 
much more that needs to be 
done.”

The crowd of marchers 
grew to 100 as it moved on to 
St. Mark’s Church, at 95-18 
Northern Blvd., where the 
marching band from Luis 
Bravo’s school, IS 230, per-
formed and city Public Ad-
vocate-elect Letitia James 
spoke to the children of the 
community and gave them 
credit for taking part in the 
march.

The crowd continued 
on to 37th Avenue, where 60 
more people were waiting 
for another rally at the post 
office.

A statement from 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) was read 
aloud.

“We must redouble our 
efforts to ensure necessary 

traffic-calming solutions 
are put in place to protect 
all pedestrians,” the state-
ment said. “The residents 
of Jackson Heights and Co-
rona deserve to walk the 
streets of their neighbor-
hood without the fear of be-
ing struck by a vehicle.”

Dr. Laura Newman, a 
psychologist and co-found-
er of the group Three Chil-
dren Too Many, said, “The 
event was a huge success. It 
was simultaneously painful 
and the most hopeful thing 
we’ve ever participated in.”

“To have over 200 peo-
ple take part was absolutely 
terrific considering it was 
our first event,” Furlong 
said. “I’d call it an unquali-
fied success.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Hundreds march through the streets of Corona and Jackson 
Heights demanding safer streets for pedestrians after three trag-
ic deaths. Photo by Bill Parry

Jackson Heights march held for boy killed in crash

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

About two dozen for-
mer military men and 
women chose to celebrate 
Veterans’s Day by repair-
ing Hurricane Sandy-rav-
aged homes in Belle Harbor 
over the weekend.

“While everybody 
loves a parade, we really 
love to get dirty,” joked 
Sam Kille, regional com-
munications manager for 
Team Rubicon, a disaster 
relief veterans’ organiza-
tion, which partnered with 
Friends of Rockaway and 
New York Cares for Satur-
day’s project.

In one house, on Beach 
127th Street, participants 
installed insulation in the 
basement’s ceiling, sanded 
the walls and repaired a 
hole more than 2 feet wide 
in the floor of the main 

level, while several blocks 
away on Beach 134th Street 
volunteers coated the base-
ment’s walls with water-
proofing material.

Teams were also hard 
at work fixing up an Ameri-
can Legion post in Seaside 
Heights and helped out at 
homes that had been flood-
ed in upstate New York, as 
well as several other sites 
across the country.

Kille described the ef-
forts Saturday as “a fitting 
way to honor the day and 
what it means.”

Volunteer Lawrence 
Ksiez, a member of Friends 
of Rockaway and New York 
Cares, had been in the 
Rockaways since Sandy 
and estimated he helped 
to gut and muck about 100 
homes on the peninsula 
and in Brooklyn.

While standing in the 

first floor of the Beach 134th 
Street home, he recalled re-
moving water-soaked items 
from the house immediate-
ly after the storm and his 
reaction when he returned 
a year later.

“I didn’t recognize it 
from the outside,” he said.

The house, which the 
cast of the CBS show “The 
Good Wife” also helped to 
repair the week before, was 
close to completion, Ksiez 

said, with flooring, dry 
wall and molding still on 
the agenda.

But many other houses 
still haven’t been complete-
ly fixed.

“After Sandy hit, the 

main focus was here in the 
Rockaways,” Kille said, de-
scribing how Team Rubicon 
stayed on the peninsula for 
six weeks after the storm 
until larger organizations 
could get better mobilized.

The organization 
worked on more than 900 
homes in New York and 
New Jersey after the super-
storm left a trail of destruc-
tion in its wake Oct. 29, 
2012, and saved homeown-
ers $5.8 million in repair 
costs through its work, he 
said.

“That goes to show the 
power of a volunteer orga-
nization and what it can 
do,” Kille said.

After Sandy struck, 
people wanting to help 
flooded areas and Team 
Rubicon volunteers were 
able to assist with organi-
zation.

Volunteer Joe Quinn performs repairs on the first floor. Photo by Christina Santucci

Former soldiers fi x houses damaged by Sandy
Team Rubicon volunteers lend helping hand to homeowners in Belle Harbor on Veterans Day
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
At an intersection near 

IS 77 Ridgewood, a storm-
water drain obstructs a 
crosswalk. At the St. Joan 
of Arc school in Jackson 
Heights, garbage collection 
can sometimes coincide 
with students arriving to 
class in the morning. And 
at 29 other schools across 
the borough identified as 
high priorities by the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion there exist a myriad of 
safety concerns for young 
students walking to and 
from school.

In order to make those 
trips safer the city has 
awarded a $3.3-million con-
tract to make pedestrian-
safety improvements under 
the federal Safe Routes to 
School program. The city 
Department of Design and 
Construction has awarded 
a Brooklyn construction 
firm the contract to com-
plete Phase 2 of the DOT’s 
safe routes program at four 
borough schools: IS 77, St. 

Joan of Arc, PS 108 in South 
Ozone Park and the St. 
Stanislaus Kostka School 
in Maspeth.

The funding — which 
will pay for improvements 
such as street resurfacing, 
speed reducers and work 
to curbs and sidewalks — 
comes out of a federal ini-
tiative kicked off in 2005 
and modeled after a city 
pilot program.

In the late 1990s, the 
advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives 
partnered with the Bronx 
borough president on a pi-
lot program to create safe 
zones around schools with 
features such as more prom-
inent crosswalks and better 
signage. After the program 
caught fire, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
conducted a study and iden-
tified 135 elementary and 
middle-school campuses 
across the five boroughs, 
including 33 in Queens, as 
high priorities.

“Obviously it makes it 
safer for the children who 

walk to and from school, 
but it also benefits the 
entire community,” said 

Transportation Alterna-
tives Planning Director 
Jennifer Grodzeno, “specif-

ically when the schools are 
near community hubs.”

The idea spread and in 
2005 Washington approved 
the Safe Accountable Flex-
ible Efficient Transporta-
tion Equality Act, which 
set aside $244.1 billion 
through 2012 to invest in 
surface transportation 
across the country. The 
federal Highway Admin-
istration announced $1.1 
billion in awards to be paid 
out to states over that time 
through the Safe Routes to 
School program.

The DOT said that in 
total it has set aside $15 mil-
lion for projects at 13 bor-
ough schools, including the 
completed improvements at 
PS 136 in St. Albans.

As of this past June, 
New York state had com-
mitted 37 percent of the 
$53.2 million it had been al-
located.

Earlier this year pub-
lic-health researchers at 
Columbia University re-
leased a study showing that 
the rate of pedestrian in-

jury among children ages 
5 to 19 decreased 44 percent 
during school-travel hours 
in areas where SRTS was 
implemented. The rate 
remained virtually un-
changed in areas without 
the program, the study 
showed.

“Implementation of 
the SRTS program in New 
York City has contributed 
to a marked reduction in 
pedestrian injury in school-
aged children,” researchers 
wrote.

Under SAFETEA, 
transportation dollars had 
been specifically set aside 
for Safe Route programs, 
but when the federal gov-
ernment passed a new 
transportation bill in June, 
it let states spend the mon-
ey at their discretion, leav-
ing Safe Route programs 
optional.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

The city is planning to make pedestrian-safety improvements near 
four schools in Queens similar to those previously made near the 
St. Matthias school in Ridgewood.

Safe routes planned for boro kids walking to school
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If you’re going to join us for 

Midnight Madness, then we 

invite you to stay for some  

fun, because we have special 

plans for the wee hours of 

Black Friday. Join us at Queens 

Center from 12AM to 4AM for 

music, fun, giveaways and prizes 

(including valuable gift cards 

from participating retailers). We’ll 

have a great time in the middle of  

the night! 

NOVEMBER 29

WAKE UP 
WITH

QUEENS
CENTER

BLACK
FRIDAYALL STORES OPEN AT MIDNIGHT 

THANKSGIVING NIGHT*
FOLLOW THE CONVERSATION #MIDNIGHTMADNESS

Join us for the most exciting shopping 
experience of the year! Don’t miss out 
on all the fun – find those perfect  
gifts – and shop the incredible deals  
at some of your favorite stores. 
So join us at Queens Center,  
Where the Stores Are!

*All stores open at midnight. 
Macy’s, JCPenney, A|X Armani 
Exchange and others open at 
8PM on Thanksgiving Day.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

AND INSTAGRAM, LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK AND VISIT US AT 

SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Macy’s, JCPenney and more than 150 specialty stores & restaurants
Queens & Woodhaven Boulevards

718-592-3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com   

WHERE THE STORES ARE

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Dozens of low-paid, 
contracted airport workers 
rallied outside LaGuardia 
Airport Tuesday, continu-
ing their call for better 
wages and benefits as the 
holiday travel season ap-
proaches.

“I make $8 an hour. 
That’s no salary,” Eugene 
Williamson, a security 
guard at LaGuardia from 
Brooklyn, said at the rally 
organized by the service 
workers union 32BJ. “By 
the time I pay my bills, the 
check’s gone already. I can’t 
even afford a MetroCard so 
I can come to work.”

More than 100 workers 
carried signs and chanted 
slogans Tuesday afternoon 
outside the departures lev-
el of the airport’s central 
concourse. The union has 
been working for some time 
now to organize security 
guards, cleaners, baggage 
handlers and other service 
employees at the region’s 
three airports in their fight 
for better wages and ben-
efits.

The jobs used to pro-
vide workers with a solid, 
middle-class lifestyle they 
could rely on, but starting 
with deregulation in the 
late 1970s and exacerbated 

by industry woes follow-
ing 9/11 and the recession, 
the trend has been for air-
lines to outsource the work 
to contractors that, critics 
say, creates a race to the 
bottom.

“We have a system 
that seems to be designed 
to maintain services while 
keeping workers in pov-
erty,” said 32BJ President 
Hector Figueroa, a Jackson 
Heights resident, “These 
used to be good-paying 
jobs, but we see the same 
problems all across the con-
tracting system, whether it 
be in health care or prop-
erty services.”

The union has been 
working for more than a 
year now to put pressure 
on the airlines to force the 
contractors to pay better 
wages. Last year, workers 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport called off 
a threatened strike just a 
few days before Christmas. 
Union organizers declined 
to comment as to whether 
or not a possible strike is 
on the table this year.

Figueroa said that 
with the Occupy Wall Street 
movement and the elections 
of progressive mayors in 
New York City, Pittsburgh 
and Boston, he believes the 
tide is turning toward a 

more socially progressive 
public consciousness.

“People are starting 
to realize that income in-
equality is the problem of 
our time,” he said.

Earlier this year, Ken-
nedy International Airport 
cut the ribbon on the $1.4 
billion expansion to its Ter-
minal 4, which is operated 
through a private/public 
partnership, and LaGuar-
dia is set to undergo a $3.6 
billion makeover, including 
a new terminal and other 
infrastructure improve-
ments.

But while the airports 
are major drivers of the 
region’s economy, the in-
vestments are not neces-
sarily trickling down to the 
communities surrounding 
them.

A report released last 
year by New York Univer-
sity showed that the me-
dian annual salary of 300 
airline-contracted service 
workers surveyed was 
$16,640 — more than 25 per-
cent below the federal pov-
erty threshold for a family 
of four.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

LGA airport workers
protest for higher pay

Airport workers and their supporters stage a demonstration at LaGuardia Airport for higher wages. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city is planning 

to use eminent domain to 
clear the way for a 796-seat 
elementary/middle school 
in Corona, one of the most 
overcrowded neighbor-
hoods in the five boroughs.

The city School Con-
struction Authority filed 
a petition in Queens Su-
preme court in late October 
seeking to condemn two 
properties on the eastern 
side of 98th Street between 
50th and Christie avenues 
in order to make way for 
the construction of the five-
story, 105,000-square-foot 
PS/IS 298.

The properties are 
owned by two companies, 
5051 LLC and Corsalini 
Associates LLC, and the 
grounds are used primar-
ily as a parking lot for Ve-
rizon. The property owners 
could not be reached for 
comment.

A court date on the 
proceedings has been set 
for Dec. 6.

Together, the two piec-
es of property stretch most 
of the length along 98th 
Street north from Christie 
Avenue on a 100-feet-deep 
strip of land behind the 
overcrowded IS 61.

IS 61’s 207,407-square-
foot building is operating at 
117 percent of capacity with 
338 students more than the 
approximately 2,000 seats 
the school is equipped to 
handle.

The school is in west-
ern Queens’ District 24, the 
most overcrowded in the 
city with a shortage of some 
4,840 seats and a shortage 
of available land on which 
to construct new school 
houses. The city Depart-
ment of Education opened 
three schools in the area in 
September, but all were co-
located in existing school 
buildings.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Community Board 9 
had one less member as of 
Tuesday night, but it was 
not Sam Esposito.

Immediately after the 
board voted to retain Es-
posito, who was accused 
of making anti-Semitic 
remarks earlier this year, 
Wallace Bock stood up and 
resigned.

“I cannot in good con-
science continue to sit on 
a board like this that will 
condone the behavior of 
Sam Esposito,” he said.

Of the board’s 44 mem-
bers who were present at 
their meeting at the Royal 
Indian Palace in Richmond 
Hill Tuesday night, 34 voted 
against Esposito’s removal 
and 10 voted in favor of it.

CB 9 comprises Kew 
Gardens, Woodhaven, Rich-
mond Hill and Ozone Park.

The controversy cen-
ters around an e-mail 
Esposito wrote over the 
summer in which he criti-
cized three other members 
— Evelyn Baron, Wallace 
Bock and Jan Fenster — 
for complaining about food 
served at a gathering. Es-
posito allegedly repeatedly 
referred to the Jewish faith 
throughout the e-mail.  The 
TimesLedger has not seen a 
copy of the e-mail.

According to Esposito, 
he ordered food from a ko-
sher deli, but Baron, Bock 
and Fenster did not eat it, 

saying it “was not Kosher 
enough” because the deli is 
open Saturdays. When he 
ordered food from another 
establishment, they still re-
fused to eat it, Esposito said 
in a telephone interview.

Esposito said he tried 
to appease them, but they 
were ungrateful.

The three members 
took the comments in Es-
posito’s e-mail to be offen-
sive and asked for his re-
moval from the board.

Baron and Fenster left 
Tuesday’s meeting with 
Bock, but they did not in-
dicate whether they were 
formally resigning. They 
declined to comment fur-
ther.

The vote did not come 
without acrimony.

Board members ar-
gued throughout the meet-
ing and debated voting 
procedure. For the third 
month in a row, Esposito 
and James Coccovillo, 
chairman of the board, 
butted heads.

Coccovillo said he vot-
ed to remove Esposito be-
cause of his conduct at past 
meetings, low attendance 
and other issues.

“Anybody who leaves 
the board because of an-
other person — that’s some-
thing that has to be looked 
at,” he said about Bock’s 
resignation.

Coccovillo said he 
would stand by the vote 
of the board, although he 
would check with Borough 
Hall to ensure that voting 

procedures had been cor-
rectly followed.

Esposito said the 
three members’ request to 
remove him was actually 
retaliation for his support 
of Mary Ann Carey, the dis-
trict manager of the board. 
Earlier in the year board 
members attempted to fire 
Carey from her job on the 
grounds that her work 
performance was suffer-
ing. Ultimately, in June the 
board decided to put her on 
a six-month probationary 
period.

Esposito said it was 
not right to “bully” Carey 
because she has dedicated 
more than 30 years of ser-
vice to the community.

Carey declined to com-
ment.

The city is planning on using eminent domain to make way for PS/
IS 298 in Corona. Rendering courtesy Pei Cobb Freed & Partners

Community Board 9 voted to keep Sam Esposito (c.) on the board. Photo by Bianca Fortis

City is clearing way 
for Corona school

CB9 member saved by vote
Three leave heated meeting over alleged anti-Semitic comments
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics
 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services
 Ultrasound Guided Injections
 Nutrition Counselling
 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

“Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Autumn specials 
Implant Full Package

Autumn Special 25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained tutors 
have given students the skills, confidence, and 
motivation needed to get back on the right track.

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS

K-12 
 

 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
 
 

EXAM PREP

 
 

 

HLC-CODEFlushing: 

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  TIRED OF FIGHTING 

OVER GRADES? 
WE CAN HELP.

ACADEMIC SKILLS
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south of there were all can-
celled.

“One of our customers 
is looking for eight of his 
siblings. So far he’s only 
tracked down a sister-in-
law,” said Angelita.

The typhoon’s tsuna-
mi-like floods and winds, 
gusting as high as 235 mph, 
created a catastrophe. At 

least 10,000 may have died 
in the city of Tacloban 
alone, according to the re-
gional police chief Elmer 
Soria.

In Woodside, St. Se-
bastian Roman Catholic 
Church held special masses 
and prayer services all day 
Sunday. The church plans 
to accept cash donations for 
the relief effort at all mass-
es Saturday and Sunday. St. 
Sebastian’s is located at 39-

63 57th St. 
The Bayanihan Fili-

pino Community Center, at 
40-21 69th St., held a candle-
light vigil and a commu-
nity discussion Wednesday 
night and posted a fund-
raising link on its Face-
book page and nafconusa.
org is the website for The 
National Alliance for Fili-
pino Concerns, a network 
that runs the community 
center.

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 11/30/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

meal per person, according 
to the center.

Berg said there are ad-
ditional problems associ-
ated with the reduction of 
SNAP benefits.

“One of the greatest 
ironies is that obesity is 
probably going to increase” 
because SNAP recipients 

are unable to afford healthy 
food, Berg said. “Hunger 
and obesity are the flip 
sides of the same malnutri-
tion coin.”

Berg also said SNAP 
contributes to the economy. 
It provides income to gro-
cery stores, delivery people 
and food warehouses. Pro-
gram cuts can result in the 
loss of jobs, he said.

The reduction also puts 
an additional strain on food 

pantries and soup kitchens, 
which are already cutting 
back their hours and ra-
tioning food, Berg said.

“This is particularly 
important for Queens be-
cause it’s a borough of 
working people,” Berg 
continued. “Most of the 
people on SNAP are work-
ing people. And the truth 
of the matter is that work-
ing people get so few other 
forms of support.”

tear down the graffiti mec-
ca to make way for luxury 
high-rise residential tow-
ers. “That’s our under-
standing of it,” said 5Pointz 
spokeswoman Marie Cecile 
Flageul, “We’re disappoint-
ed, but we’re already work-

ing on our next move.”
Brooklyn Judge Fred-

eric Block ruled against 
the artists’ motion for a 
preliminary injunction 
against G&M Realty, which 
would have postponed the 
demolition. The judge also 
dissolved the temporary 
restraining order, which 
allowed the Wolkoffs to re-
sume planning for razing 

of the site at 22-44 Jackson 
Ave.

Wolkoff’s attorneys 
immediately withdrew per-
mission for the artists to 
paint, so there will be no 
more painting at 5Pointz. 
Jonathan Cohen, known as 
Meres One, and his band of 
street artists have until the 
end of November to leave 
the premises.

to lead to a drastic reduc-
tion in heart disease in 
the U.S.,” Israel said. “For 
many years now, I’ve been 
advocating for a more trans-

parent labeling system, so 
consumers understand the 
amount of trans fats they 
are ingesting and have the 
information they need to 
make healthy choices.”

Under the new FDA 
proposal, food companies 
that choose to use PHOs 

to manufacture trans fats 
would have to scientifically 
prove the products are safe 
to eat, which Israel said is 
virtually impossible. The 
FDA put the decision up 
for public comment over 
the next two months before 
making a final decision.

Continued from cover

Woodside

Continued from cover

SNAP

Continued from cover

5Pointz

Continued from cover

Trans fats
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Let us cook for you this Thanksgiving

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

* * 718.821.8401 * 

Reservations Strongly Recommended, Reserve Your Table Today!

SUNDAY FUNDAY
  NOW BOOKING 
  HOLIDAY PARTIES!

718-821-8401
CHRISTMAS WITH ERNIE AND CONNIE

The Von Westernhagens Return to the Kitchen
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RegoCenter.com

JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. 
REGO PARK

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

Fresh, All-Natural
Whole Turkeys  $3.29 lb.

HALF TRAYS OF HOMEMADE
Stu����, Mashe� �otatoes, 

Du�	l
��s, �otato Sala�, 
�rea�e� S	
�a�h a�� �ore

$24.99 ea. (Serves 8-12)

��� Fresh �
es, �ake� Da
ly
Pumpkin, Pecan, Apple, Coconut Custard

$19.99 ea.

Hol
�ay A��e�t �ale��ars
Imported from Germany, $1.99 ea.

Sta��t
s�h ��e��er��sse 
$2.99 1/2 lb.

Ho�e�a�e Stolle�
$10.99 1 lb. loaf

��h�e �ra��y-F
lle�
�ho�olates $3.99 150g, 18 pieces
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