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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio 
campaigned on a populist mes-
sage the city was ready to hear, 
NY1 host Errol Louis told York 
College last week, and his transi-
tion to City Hall will depend on 
how the city helps him to turn 
that message into policy.

“And so a lot of the coverage 
you’re going to see is going to be 
about Bill de Blasio and his fam-
ily and his party and his beliefs 
... but I think it’s really important 
that we not leave out the most im-
portant ingredients, which were 
not just the people who came to 
vote this week but the people all 
throughout the year who got in-
volved,” the host of “Inside City 
Hall” told the attendees at the first 
executive leadership breakfast of 
the school year. “And it’s impor-
tant that not simply fall off.”

“Believe me, what we have 
now is a mayor-elect who has 
some ideas and some input and 
a leadership team that got him 
through the election, but they are 
very much going to need more 
help, more ideas, more people,” 
he added.

There are just about six 
weeks until the inauguration 
of the city’s first new mayor in 
12 years, when de Blasio will be 
greeted with a $2 billion budget 
gap and some 300,000 municipal 

Continued on Page 50

BY BILL PARRY

Outraged by the tragic death 
of a 4-year-old boy in October, 
hundreds took to the streets of 
Corona and Jackson Heights 
Tuesday night to demand better 

traffic safety and strict enforce-
ment of traffic laws.

The event was planned by 
the group Three Children Too 
Many, formed after Olvin Yhair 
Figueroa of Corona was struck 
and killed by a driver charged 

with being drunk as the tot 
crossed the intersection of North-
ern Boulevard and Junction Bou-
levard with his pregnant mother.

“This is the culmination of 
a year of carnage on our streets,” 
said co-founder Cristina Furlong, 

who also pointed to the deaths 
of two others: 11-year old Miguel 
Torres, killed on Northern Bou-
levard last December, and 19-
year old Luis Bravo, of Jackson 
Heights, who was struck and 

APARTMENT INFERNO

Firefighters rescue a woman from a four-alarm blaze on 129th Street in Richmond Hill. See story on Page 10. Photo by  Roy Renna / BMR Breaking News
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city is planning 

to use eminent domain to 
clear the way for a 796-seat 
elementary/middle school 
in Corona, one of the most 
overcrowded neighbor-
hoods in the five boroughs.

The city School Con-
struction Authority filed 
a petition in Queens Su-
preme court in late October 
seeking to condemn two 
properties on the eastern 
side of 98th Street between 
50th and Christie avenues 
in order to make way for 
the construction of the five-
story, 105,000-square-foot 
PS/IS 298.

The properties are 
owned by two companies, 
5051 LLC and Corsalini 
Associates LLC, and the 
grounds are used primar-
ily as a parking lot for Ve-
rizon. The property owners 
could not be reached for 
comment.

A court date on the 
proceedings has been set 
for Dec. 6.

Together, the two piec-

es of property stretch most 
of the length along 98th 
Street north from Christie 
Avenue on a 100-feet-deep 
strip of land behind the 
overcrowded IS 61.

IS 61’s 207,407-square-
foot building is operating at 
117 percent of capacity with 
338 students more than the 
approximately 2,000 seats 
the school is equipped to 
handle.

The school is in west-
ern Queens’ District 24, the 
most overcrowded in the 
city with a shortage of some 
4,840 seats and a shortage 
of available land on which 
to construct new school 
houses. The city Depart-
ment of Education opened 
three schools in the area in 
September, but all were co-
located in existing school 
buildings.

PS/IS 298 would 
serve students in Corona, 
Elmhurst and LeFrak City. 
Construction on the $86.45 
million project is expected 
to start July 2014 with an 
estimated completion date 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Community Board 9 
had one less member as of 
Tuesday night, but it was 
not Sam Esposito.

Immediately after the 
board voted to retain Es-
posito, who was accused 
of making anti-Semitic 
remarks earlier this year, 
Wallace Bock stood up and 
resigned.

“I cannot in good con-
science continue to sit on 
a board like this that will 
condone the behavior of 
Sam Esposito,” he said.

Of the board’s 44 mem-
bers who were present at 
their meeting at the Royal 
Indian Palace in Richmond 
Hill Tuesday night, 34 voted 
against Esposito’s removal 
and 10 voted in favor of it.

CB 9 comprises Kew 
Gardens, Woodhaven, Rich-
mond Hill and Ozone Park.

The controversy cen-
ters around an e-mail 
Esposito wrote over the 
summer in which he criti-
cized three other members 
— Evelyn Baron, Wallace 
Bock and Jan Fenster — 
for complaining about food 
served at a gathering. Es-
posito allegedly repeatedly 
referred to the Jewish faith 
throughout the e-mail.  The 
TimesLedger has not seen a 
copy of the e-mail.

According to Esposito, 
he ordered food from a ko-
sher deli, but Baron, Bock 
and Fenster did not eat it, 
saying it “was not Kosher 
enough” because the deli is 
open Saturdays. When he 
ordered food from another 

establishment, they still re-
fused to eat it, Esposito said 
in a telephone interview.

Esposito said he tried 
to appease them, but they 
were ungrateful.

The three members 
took the comments in Es-
posito’s e-mail to be offen-
sive and asked for his re-
moval from the board.

Baron and Fenster left 
Tuesday’s meeting with 
Bock, but they did not in-
dicate whether they were 
formally resigning. They 
declined to comment fur-
ther.

The vote did not come 
without acrimony.

Board members ar-
gued throughout the meet-
ing and debated voting 
procedure. For the third 
month in a row, Esposito 
and James Coccovillo, 
chairman of the board, 
butted heads.

Coccovillo said he vot-
ed to remove Esposito be-
cause of his conduct at past 
meetings, low attendance 
and other issues.

“Anybody who leaves 
the board because of an-
other person — that’s some-
thing that has to be looked 
at,” he said about Bock’s 
resignation.

Coccovillo said he 
would stand by the vote 
of the board, although he 
would check with Borough 
Hall to ensure that voting 
procedures had been cor-
rectly followed.

Esposito said the 
three members’ request to 
remove him was actually 
retaliation for his support 
of Mary Ann Carey, the dis-
trict manager of the board. 
Earlier in the year board 
members attempted to fire 
Carey from her job on the 
grounds that her work 

performance was suffer-
ing. Ultimately, in June the 
board decided to put her on 
a six-month probationary 
period.

Esposito said it was 
not right to “bully” Carey 
because she has dedicated 
more than 30 years of ser-
vice to the community.

Carey declined to com-
ment.

Esposito said execu-
tive board members have 
treated him with hostility 
since the incident.

“I’m sorry he’s gone,” 
he said about Bock’s res-
ignation. “I always had re-
spect for Wally and we were 
always able to work togeth-
er — until this time.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. The city is planning on using eminent domain to make way for PS/

IS 298 in Corona. Rendering courtesy Pei Cobb Freed & Partners

Community Board 9 voted to keep Sam Esposito (c.) on the board. Photo by Bianca Fortis

City is clearing way 
for Corona school

CB9 member saved by vote
Three leave heated meeting over alleged anti-Semitic comments

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

A Woodside man will 
be honored by the Partner-
ship for Parks for starting 
a group made up of vol-
unteers who clean neigh-
borhood greenspaces and 
streets, remove graffiti and 
plant trees.

David Rosasco will 
receive the Golden Trowel 
Award for superb park ac-
tivism from his Woodside 
Neighborhood Association, 
a group that sets an exam-
ple for others around the 
city, according to the part-
nership.

The volunteer group 
started seven years ago.

“I had just returned af-
ter 12 years in Japan,” Ro-
sasco said, “and I couldn’t 
believe the filth beneath the 
No. 7 subway station on 61st 
Street. I grabbed a broom 
and started sweeping. That 
was my introduction to vol-

unteerism.”
People would join 

Rosasco and over time 
they graduated from daily 
sweeping to major projects 
on the weekends. Neighbor-
hood churches and busi-
nesses became involved 
and in 2012 they partnered 
with Greening Western 
Queens, a conservation 
group that was born out of 
Con Edison’s $7.9 million 
settlement after the black-
out of 2006.

Together they have 
planted 192 trees through-
out Woodside and trained 
volunteers to care for 
them.

“We encourage and 
support New Yorkers who 
are devoted to caring for 
their local greenspaces 
and communities,” said Sa-
bina Saragoussi, director 
of Partnerships for Parks. 
“David’s work embodies 
that same spirit. His dedi-

cated and passionate efforts 
have had a visible, posi-
tive effect on his Woodside 
neighborhood.”

Rosasco developed his 
work ethic while studying 
language in Japan.

“In Japan, people do a 
lot more doing and less talk-
ing,” he said, adding that 
“ancient organizations and 
civic associations are more 
interested in fund-raising, 
they talk a good game.”

While Rosasco was 
happy to have the support 
of area leaders like City 
Councilmen Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) and Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
other elected officials came 

up short. 
“If I wanted to put up 

luxury housing, then it 
would be so packed with 
politicians, there wouldn’t 
be enough oxygen in the 
room,” he said.

The Woodside Neigh-
borhood Association enjoys 
support from the city Sani-
tation Department and the 
Long Island Rail Road.

“They never deny us 
anything,” said Rosasco. 
“All it took was to talk to 
the people on the ground.”

When he accepts the 
Golden Trowel Award Nov. 
16 at Partnership for Parks’ 
citywide conference, Rosas-
co will lavish praise on the 
members of his group.

“They’re my com-
rades, I believe in the peo-
ple of this community,” he 
said. “Everyone is working 
together. Washington, D.C., 
should take a look at us to 
see how it’s done.”

Woodside resident to receive parks honor for his activism
Golden Trowel Award will be bestowed upon David Rosasco, who helped plant 192 trees in neighborhood

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com
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have given students the skills, confidence, and 
motivation needed to get back on the right track.
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Huntington 
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Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
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David Rosasco (on the right) with members of his Woodside Neighborhood Association that provide 
consistent care in parks. Photo courtesy David Rosasco
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) has 
warned that a federal tax 
advantage saving each 
mass transit user in the 
New York metropolitan 
area at least $1,000 a year 
could expire at the end of 
this year.

“We cannot let the 
transit benefit get knocked 
off the tracks,” Schumer 
said. “New York commut-
ers need every tax break 
they can get.”

What could be in jeop-
ardy is the Commuter Par-
ity Act of 2013, provisions 
of which allow public tran-
sit users to pay for the cost 
of their commutes with up 
to $245 in pretax dollars 
monthly through company 
administered programs 
like WageWorks.

If the tax advantage is 
not extended, the allowable 
amount of deductible would 
fall to $l30 a month, which 
is the pre-2013 figure, along 
with a small inflation in-
crease starting Jan. 1, 2014.

Schumer noted that 
the current $245 per month 
benefit fully covers the 
monthly cost of riding all 
major mass transit systems 
in New York City, includ-
ing subway, bus, express 
bus and most of Metro-
North Railroad and Long 
Island Rail Road commut-
ing costs.

The tax benefit has 
been used by more than 

700,000 riders of mass 
transit in the Metropoli-
tan Area for a savings of at 
least $330,000 since Jan. 1, 
2013, according to figures 
calculated by Schumer’s 
staff.

“As the price of com-
muting continues to climb, 
this tax break has become 
increasingly vital,” Schum-
er said. “Mass transit is the 
lifeblood of the New York 
area and this provision 
helps keep it flowing and 
affordable.”

Schumer acknowl-
edged that members of Con-
gress from states that have 
little or no mass transit 
might oppose extending the 
Commuter Parity Act by 
two years.

“Nevertheless, we are 
going to do everything we 
can to get it done by Dec. 
31,” Schumer said.

Approximately 15,000 
companies in New York of-
fer the transit benefits cov-
ering some 700,000 work-
ers.

Straphangers are in 
line for some relief, how-
ever.  The MTA released a 
financial plan Wednesday 
that showed it is cutting 
its proposed fare hikes for 
both 2015 and 2017 to 4 per-
cent from 7.5 percent. “This 
is good news for riders, es-
pecially working and mid-
dle-class New Yorkers who 
are already struggling to 
stay in the city,” said John 
Raskin, head of the Riders 
Alliance.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
New York City fami-

lies are already feeling the 
effects of recent cuts to the 
federal Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program.

More than 1.8 million 
city residents rely on the 
program, according to the 
New York City Coalition 
Against Hunger.

“It’s the one thing that 
has kept us from really 
widespread third world-
style hunger,” Joel Berg, 
the coalition’s executive di-
rector, said.

The American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 had temporarily 
increased SNAP benefits, 
formerly known as food 
stamps, as a way to stimu-
late the economy, but that 
boost expired Nov. 1. Two 
weeks ago the program 
was hit with $300 million 
in cuts.

A family of four will 
experience a decrease of 
about $36 a month, accord-
ing to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priority. The 
benefits that families do 
receive will amount to less 
than $1.40 per meal per 

person, according to the 
center.

Berg said there are ad-
ditional problems associ-
ated with the reduction of 
SNAP benefits.

“One of the greatest 
ironies is that obesity is 
probably going to increase” 
because SNAP recipients 
are unable to afford healthy 
food, Berg said. “Hunger 
and obesity are the flip 
sides of the same malnutri-
tion coin.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Lawyers who suc-

cessfully argued against 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk 
practices asked the full 
Second Circuit Court of Ap-
peals Monday to reconsider 
a decision made by a three-
judge panel to remove the 
district judge who ruled on 
the landmark case.

Attorneys with the 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights claim the panel of 
judges on the Second Cir-
cuit overstepped their au-
thority when they removed 
Manhattan Federal Judge 
Shira Scheindlin from the 
civil rights case she had 
overseen for years.

“The removal of Judge 

Scheindlin was done by a 
perfect storm of procedural 
irregularity. The appellate 
panel cast aspersions upon 
the professional conduct of 
one of the most respected 
members of the federal ju-
diciary — and thus inap-
propriately cast doubt on 
her legal rulings — while 
itself taking an unprec-
edented step that no party 
requested, of which no par-
ty was notified, and without 
providing the parties an 
opportunity to be heard,” 
CCR Legal Director Baher 
Azmy said. “The facts con-
clusively show that the dis-
trict judge engaged in no 
unethical conduct whatso-
ever and that her decision 
finding the city liable for 

widespread constitutional 
violations and racial profil-
ing is based on overwhelm-
ing evidence presented at 
trial.”

After the city appealed 
Scheindlin’s August ruling 
that the NYPD had uncon-
stitutionally targeted black 
and Latino men for stops, 
the Second Circuit panel 
last month removed the 
judge from the case and or-
dered a temporary hold on 
her ordered reforms as the 
appeal is considered.

The panel of judges 
said Scheindlin, in the 
least, gave a suggestion of 
impropriety by steering a 
related case toward herself 
and through interviews she 

Lawyers on both sides on the 
stop-and-frisk debate con-
tinue to plead their cases 
in court after a panel of ap-
peals judges removed Judge 
Shira Scheindlin from the case 
she ruled on in August. 

AP Photo/Richard Drew

Cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program will affect families across New York.

Larry Hellenberg of Manhattan buys a MetroCard at the Union 
Square subway station. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Both sides seek justice over stop/frisk  

Food stamp cuts hurt Queens
Average family of four to lose about $36 in benefi ts each month

Schumer wants to save 
mass transit tax break

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 9

Grocery List

Eggs, America’s Choice: $2.09
Instant oatmeal, 13 oz., Quaker Oats: $1.98
Bread loaf, Bimbo (family size), $1.98
Milk, 1 gallon, America’s Choice: $4.19 (WIC approved)
White rice, America’s Choice: $5.18
Chicken, whole, America’s Choice: $7.17
Barilla pasta (sale): $1.28
Ragu pasta sauce, 24 oz.: $1.99
Canned vegetables, Del Monte: $.88/ea: $3.52 (4)
Bag of kale, 16 oz: $2.48 (WIC approved)
Bag of apples, $3.98 (WIC approved)

TOTAL: $35.84
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BY BILL PARRY

When Typhoon Hai-
yan smashed into the Phil-
ippines Friday, its destruc-
tion was felt 8,500 miles 
away in Woodside, where 
nearly 13,000 Filipinos 
make up the largest con-
centration in the state.

The neighborhood 
along Roosevelt Avenue be-
tween 63rd and 71st streets 
is known as Little Manila 
and its groceries, bakeries 
and shipping companies 
were abuzz all weekend 
with workers and custom-
ers swapping news of fam-
ily back home.

At Phil-Am Foods, at 
70-02 Roosevelt Ave., owner 
Emmanuel Castillo left the 
Philippines last Thursday 
night. On Friday he was 
mainly concerned with his 
worker Silverio Lendero, 
who had not heard from 
his extensive family from 
Samar, a hard-hit town in 
Lyte Province, with 400 
dead and 2,000 missing, ac-

cording to regional govern-
ment officials.

After four days, Lend-
ero got through.

“He finally spoke with 
someone by phone this 
morning,” said Castillo 
Monday. “His daughter, 
his two brothers and three 
grandchildren are all ac-
counted for — he’s very re-
lieved.”

At Philippine Freight 
Services Inc., at 69-05 
Roosevelt Ave., owners 
Angelita and Al Arce have 
been glued to the TV since 
Friday.

“We watch Filipino 
cable in the morning and 
CNN all afternoon,” said 
Al Arce. “All our family 
is safely to the north but 
many of our customers are 
trying to get back home.”

He added that flights 
were still going into Ma-
nila, but that connecting 
flights to the islands south 
of there were all cancelled.

“One of our customers 
is looking for eight of his 

siblings. So far he’s only 
tracked down a sister-in-
law,” said Angelita.

The typhoon’s tsuna-
mi-like floods and winds, 
gusting as high as 235 mph, 
created a catastrophe. At 
least 10,000 may have died 
in the city of Tacloban 
alone, according to the re-
gional police chief Elmer 
Soria.

In Woodside, St. Se-
bastian Roman Catholic 
Church held special masses 
and prayer services all day 
Sunday. The church plans 
to accept cash donations for 
the relief effort at all mass-
es Saturday and Sunday. St. 
Sebastian’s is at 39-63 57th 
St. 

The Bayanihan Fili-
pino Community Center, at 

40-21 69th St., held a candle-
light vigil and a commu-
nity discussion Wednesday 
night and posted a fund-
raising link on its Face-
book page and nafconusa.
org is the website for The 
National Alliance for Fili-
pino Concerns, a network 
that runs the community 
center.

NAFC coordinator 

Anne Beryl Naguiti said, 
“Once we got over the ini-
tial shock of the enormity of 
the damage, we got down to 
the business of taking care 
of our wounded and start 
the rebuilding process. She 
added that her group hoped 
to raise $10,000 but passed 
the $50,000 mark by Tues-
day.

“We’ll be deploying 
health care volunteers to 
Samar and Leyte to help 
with medical relief for two 
weeks,” she said. “All the 
cash we raise bypasses 
the government and goes 
directly where it’s needed 
through our network.”

At Payag Restaurant, 
at 51-34 Roosevelt Ave., 
owner Peter Obac had been 
raising money for the vic-
tims of an earthquake   in 
the central Philippines that 
registered a 7.1 on the Rich-
ter Scale Oct. 15.

“We’re going to expand 
that fund-raising effort to 
include typhoon relief,” 
said Obac.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Queens is getting a 
new system for monitoring 
noise from area airports, 
officials from the Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey said last week.

State Assemblywoman 
Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) 
called a meeting Nov. 6 at 
Maspeth Town Hall for offi-
cials from the Port Authori-
ty and the Federal Aviation 
Administration to address 
longstanding complaints 
about noise from airplanes 
flying into and out of La-
Guardia and Kennedy In-
ternational airports.

Residents came from 
Woodside, Middle Village, 
Maspeth, Elmhurst, Wood-
side and Jackson Heights 

for the meeting.
Edward Knoesel, man-

ager of the Port Authority’s 
environmental services 
aviation department, an-
nounced a new Airport 
Noise and Operations Mon-
itoring System is in the pro-
cess of being implemented 
throughout the borough.

Knoesel said the new 
system will provide more 
accurate and current in-
formation and the data logs 
will be available within 24 
hours. The old system has a 
four-day lag time.

At the end of the year, 
a public website will be 
launched that will track 
flights, monitor noise 
decibel readings, provide 
runway closure announce-
ments and allow city resi-

dents to file noise com-
plaints, Knoesel said.

The Port Authority 
will keep 10 years of data 
that have been obtained 
through the old system.

Members of the com-
munity say airplane noise 
pollution has been louder, 
lower and more frequent 
than in the past, especially 
over the summer.

Roe Daraio, president 
of Communities of Mas-
peth & Elmhurst Together, 
a civic group, said at times 
the planes are so loud they 
sound like they are about to 
land on the roofs of homes. 
She has experienced her 
house vibrating, she said.

“Our windows shake,” 
she said. “By 1 o’clock, I’m 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
At an intersection near 

IS 77 Ridgewood, a storm-
water drain obstructs a 
crosswalk. At the St. Joan 
of Arc school in Jackson 
Heights, garbage collection 
can sometimes coincide 
with students arriving to 
class in the morning. And 
at 29 other schools across 
the borough identified as 
high priorities by the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion there exist a myriad of 
safety concerns for young 
students walking to and 
from school.

In order to make those 
trips safer the city has 
awarded a $3.3-million con-
tract to make pedestrian-
safety improvements under 

the federal Safe Routes to 
School program. The city 
Department of Design and 

Construction has awarded 
a Brooklyn construction 
firm the contract to com-
plete Phase 2 of the DOT’s 
safe routes program at four 
borough schools: IS 77, St. 
Joan of Arc, PS 108 in South 
Ozone Park and the St. 
Stanislaus Kostka School 
in Maspeth.

The funding — which 
will pay for improvements 
such as street resurfacing, 
speed reducers and work 
to curbs and sidewalks — 
comes out of a federal ini-
tiative kicked off in 2005 
and modeled after a city 
pilot program.

In the late 1990s, the 
advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives 
partnered with the Bronx 

The city Department of 
Transportation is planning to 
make it safer for students to 
walk to and from classes at 
four borough schools.

Worker Silvero Lendero (l.) sits with Phil-Am Foods owner Emmanuel Castillo. Lendero’s family in the 
Philippines relayed to him that they were safe following Typhoon Haiyan. Photo by Bill Parry 

City to make it safer for kids 
to walk to four boro schools

Port Authority plans to upgrade
plane noise monitors in county

Filipinos raise funds for homeland 
Woodside community hold vigils for victims of typhoon as families await news of loved ones 

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 44
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Dozens of low-paid, 
contracted airport workers 
rallied outside LaGuardia 
Airport Tuesday, continu-
ing their call for better 
wages and benefits as the 
holiday travel season ap-
proaches.

“I make $8 an hour. 
That’s no salary,” Eugene 
Williamson, a security 
guard at LaGuardia from 
Brooklyn, said at the rally 
organized by the service 
workers union 32BJ. “By 
the time I pay my bills, the 
check’s gone already. I can’t 
even afford a MetroCard so 
I can come to work.”

More than 100 workers 
carried signs and chanted 
slogans Tuesday afternoon 
outside the departures lev-
el of the airport’s central 
concourse. The union has 
been working for some time 
now to organize security 
guards, cleaners, baggage 
handlers and other service 

employees at the region’s 
three airports in their fight 
for better wages and ben-
efits.

The jobs used to pro-
vide workers with a solid, 
middle-class lifestyle they 
could rely on, but starting 

with deregulation in the 
late 1970s and exacerbated 
by industry woes follow-
ing 9/11 and the recession, 
the trend has been for air-
lines to outsource the work 
to contractors that, critics 
say, creates a race to the 

bottom.
“We have a system 

that seems to be designed 
to maintain services while 
keeping workers in pov-
erty,” said 32BJ President 
Hector Figueroa, a Jackson 
Heights resident, “These 

used to be good-paying 
jobs, but we see the same 
problems all across the con-
tracting system, whether it 
be in health care or prop-
erty services.”

The union has been 
working for more than a 
year now to put pressure 
on the airlines to force the 
contractors to pay better 
wages. Last year, workers 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport called off 
a threatened strike just a 
few days before Christmas. 
Union organizers declined 
to comment as to whether 
or not a possible strike is 
on the table this year.

Figueroa said that 
with the Occupy Wall Street 
movement and the elections 
of progressive mayors in 
New York City, Pittsburgh 
and Boston, he believes the 
tide is turning toward a 
more socially progressive 
public consciousness.

“People are starting 
to realize that income in-

equality is the problem of 
our time,” he said.

Earlier this year, Ken-
nedy International Airport 
cut the ribbon on the $1.4 
billion expansion to its Ter-
minal 4, which is operated 
through a private/public 
partnership, and LaGuar-
dia is set to undergo a $3.6 
billion makeover, including 
a new terminal and other 
infrastructure improve-
ments.

But while the airports 
are major drivers of the 
region’s economy, the in-
vestments are not neces-
sarily trickling down to the 
communities surrounding 
them.

A report released last 
year by New York Univer-
sity showed that the me-
dian annual salary of 300 
airline-contracted service 
workers surveyed was 
$16,640 — more than 25 per-
cent below the federal pov-
erty threshold for a family 
of four.

Airport workers and their supporters stage a demonstration at LaGuardia Airport for higher wages. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Airport workers rally at LaGuardia for better wages
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RegoCenter.com

JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. 
REGO PARK

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

JAMAICA — Police were looking for a 
gunman they say allegedly shot a 21-year-old 
outside an apartment building behind the 
Queens Supreme Civil Court house on Hallow-
een.

The NYPD released a video showing the 
suspect — dressed in a black baseball hat, a 
black jacket and red scarf — as he approaches 
his victim with gun drawn around 7 p.m. Oct. 
31 in front of 88-09 148 St.

Police say the victim, a 21-year-old  man, 
was hit three times in the left torso and taken to 
Jamaica Hospital in stable condition.

SOUTH JAMAICA — Police were looking for a missing elderly 
woman who left her home on Guy R. Brewer Boulevard Sunday.

Agnes Dorsey, 71, was last seen in her apartment near 116th 
Street around noon, police said.

She is 5-feet-4-inches tall and weighs 170 pounds. Dorsey was 
last seen wearing black sweat pants, a beige scarf, white Reebok 
sneakers and a brown coat and hat.

RIDGEWOOD — The shooter in an 
apparent murder-suicide in Brooklyn 
last week lived in Queens, according to 
police. 

On Nov. 11 at about 4 a.m., authori-
ties responded to a 911 call of shots fired 
inside a Bushwick home. Officers found 
three men shot fatally and one with gun-
shot wounds to the right arm.

Ali Akbar Mohammadi Rafie, 29, of 
Ridgewood, was found on the roof of the 
building with a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound to the head. 

The deceased victims were Soroush 
Farazmand, 27, Arash Farazmand, 28, 
and Ali Eskandarian, 35. The fourth vic-
tim was taken to Elmhurst Hospital, po-
lice said.

Three of the victims were members 
of an Iranian band called the Yellow 
Dogs, according to news reports. Rafie, a 
bass player, had been upset that his visa 

was about to expire, that he had no money 
and that he had been banned from play-
ing with local Iranian bands, the New 
York Post said.

POLICE 

Blotter

S. Jamaica woman disappears from home

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops searching for Halloween shoot suspect

Shooter of Iranian bandmates from Ridgewood

AGNES DORSEY

Footage from surveillance video show a 
gunman police are looking for in connec-
tion with a shooting in downtown Jamaica 
on Halloween. Image courtesy NYPD

Members of the Yellow Dogs (l.-r.) Koroush 
“Koory” Mirzaei, Siavash Karampour, Arash 
Farazmand and Soroush Farazmand are 
shown at The Gutter in the Brooklyn. 

AP Photo/Danny Krug
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BIANCA FORTIS

For years a flagpole 
has stood empty in an 
Ozone Park shopping cen-
ter, but Friday a group of 
citizens, along with state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), hoisted a 
new flag to mark Veterans 
Day.

The flagpole sits on top 
of the clock tower on the 
MediSys medical clinic, at 
91-20 Atlantic Ave., in a 
Pathmark shopping center.

Addabbo said his of-
fice had received calls from 
veterans as well as citizens, 
such as Maria Thomson, 
executive director of the 
Greater Woodhaven Devel-
opment Corp., who wanted 
to know why the tower had 
no flag.

“It’s a great way to 
commemorate Veterans 
Day by raising a flag on 
top of the building,” Thom-
son said at the event. “And 
I know that everyone that 
sees it will remember that 
that flag stands for patrio-
tism, for commitment and 
for sacrifice.

“We thank you so 
much for your sacrifice,” 
she told the veterans who 
were present.

There were vets from 
the American Legion Post 
118 in Woodhaven, Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars Post 
2565 in Howard Beach and 
the American Legion Post 
1404 in Howard Beach.

Addabbo also thanked 
the veterans who attended 
the event. He said Ameri-
cans cannot begin to repay 
the vets for what they are 
owed.

“I want to thank each 
and every one of you be-
cause, as you all under-
stand, Veterans Day is 
not just one day out of the 
year,” he said. “It’s every 
day of the year. We always 
thank you for your commit-
ment and dedication to our 
country. We get to raise an 
American flag today be-
cause of what you’ve done 
and for what was done be-
fore you.”

The flag was supplied 
by Delta Flag & Sign Co. in 
Glendale.

The assembled crowd 
said the Pledge of Alle-
giance after the flag was 
hoisted.

The clinic is located 
in a building that was for-
merly one piece of the La-
lance and Grosjean Enamel 
Cookware Factory, which 
was established in 1863. 
The plant burned down in 
1876 but was later rebuilt, 
Addabbo said. The facility, 
which employed 2,000 peo-
ple, manufactured pressed 
tin and made mess kits that 
were used by the U.S. Navy 
during the Spanish-Ameri-
can War and World War I.

“This is the history of 
our community,” Addabbo 
said. “The surrounding 
communities of Woodhaven 
and Ozone Park might not 
have grown up as much as 
they did if not for this fac-
tory.”

Ray York, an Army 
veteran and a member of 
Post 1404, said the veterans 
at his post travel through 
the community and pro-
vide flags for poles without 
them.

“This is historical 
since the building is as old 
as it is,” the Korean War 
vet said. “This should have 
been done long ago.”

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

About two dozen for-
mer military men and 
women chose to celebrate 
Veterans’s Day by repair-
ing Hurricane Sandy-rav-
aged homes in Belle Harbor 
over the weekend.

“While everybody 
loves a parade, we really 
love to get dirty,” joked 
Sam Kille, regional com-
munications manager for 
Team Rubicon, a disaster 
relief veterans’ organiza-
tion, which partnered with 
Friends of Rockaway and 
New York Cares for Satur-
day’s project.

In one house, on Beach 
127th Street, participants 
installed insulation in the 
basement’s ceiling, sanded 
the walls and repaired a 
hole more than 2 feet wide 
in the floor of the main 
level, while several blocks 
away on Beach 134th Street 
volunteers coated the base-
ment’s walls with water-
proofing material.

Teams were also hard 
at work fixing up an Ameri-
can Legion post in Seaside 
Heights and helped out at 
homes that had been flood-
ed in upstate New York, as 
well as several other sites 
across the country.

Kille described the ef-
forts Saturday as “a fitting 
way to honor the day and 
what it means.”

Volunteer Lawrence 
Ksiez, a member of Friends 
of Rockaway and New York 
Cares, had been in the 
Rockaways since Sandy 
and estimated he helped 
to gut and muck about 100 
homes on the peninsula 

and in Brooklyn.
While standing in the 

first floor of the Beach 134th 
Street home, he recalled re-
moving water-soaked items 
from the house immediate-
ly after the storm and his 
reaction when he returned 
a year later.

“I didn’t recognize it 
from the outside,” he said.

The house, which the 
cast of the CBS show “The 
Good Wife” also helped to 
repair the week before, was 
close to completion, Ksiez 
said, with flooring, dry 
wall and molding still on 
the agenda.

But many other houses 
still haven’t been complete-
ly fixed.

“After Sandy hit, the 
main focus was here in the 
Rockaways,” Kille said, de-
scribing how Team Rubicon 
stayed on the peninsula for 

six weeks after the storm 
until larger organizations 
could get better mobilized.

The organization 
worked on more than 900 
homes in New York and 
New Jersey after the super-
storm left a trail of destruc-
tion in its wake Oct. 29, 
2012, and saved homeown-
ers $5.8 million in repair 
costs through its work, he 
said.

“That goes to show the 
power of a volunteer orga-
nization and what it can 
do,” Kille said.

After Sandy struck, 
people wanting to help 
flooded areas and Team 
Rubicon volunteers were 
able to assist with organi-
zation.

“They know how to 
take a group of people and 
give them marching or-
ders,” Kille said.

Founded in 2010 by 
two retired U.S. Marines 
who wanted to assist in 
Haiti after the 7.0-magni-
tude earthquake, the group 
now boasts a membership 
base of 1,200 strong and 
sends participants all over 
the world. Two people, who 
had been scheduled to at-
tend the Rockaways project 
Saturday, were headed in-
stead to the Philippines to 
lend a hand after Typhoon 
Haiyan.

“Disaster relief is our 
business, but veterans are 
our passion,” Kille said, 
explaining that the organi-
zation tries to bring a sense 
of purpose back to the lives 
of members after they leave 
the military.

“When you come home 
from that, it’s really easy to 
get lost in the system,” he 
said.

Lawrence Ksiez (front) looks over sanding on a wall in a Belle Harbor home with fellow volunteer 
Javier Alvarado of Astoria. Photo by Christina Santucci

A flag was raised over the 
clocktower of the old Grosjean-
Lalance Enamel Cookware 
Factory, now a Medisys medical 
facility. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Ex-soldiers fi x Sandy homes
Team Rubicon lends helping hand in Belle Harbor on Veterans Day

Addabbo honors vets 
with Ozone Park fl ag

gave to the press.
Scheindlin disagreed 

with the panel’s interpre-
tation of her actions and 
last week her lawyer asked 
the three judges to either 
reconsider their move or 
pass the case on to the full 

circuit.
On Monday, the CCR 

filed a motion arguing that 
the panel rushed to judge-
ment by removing Scheind-
lin without contacting the 
relevant parties.

“Because the panel did 
not seek to obtain, nor did it 
know, all relevant facts and 
circumstances, it could not 
have made this determina-
tion,” lawyers wrote.

The center also argued 
that the appeals judges 
acted against custom by as-
signing themselves to hear 
the appeal and asked that a 
new panel of judges be ran-
domly selected to hear the 
proceedings.

The city, meanwhile, 
has filed a motion asking 
the appeals court to com-
pletely vacate Scheindlin’s 
orders.

“At a minimum, the 
district court’s misconduct 
makes it reasonable to ques-
tion the impartiality of the 
district court orders, and 
at a maximum represents a 
violation of appellant’s due 
process rights to a neutral 
arbiter and to present a de-
fense,” a motion filed Nov. 
8 reads. “In either case, the 
district court orders must 
be vacated.”

Continued from Page 4 

Frisk
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BY BILL PARRY

Two pedestrians were 
struck and killed while 
walking along Queens Bou-
levard early Monday morn-
ing, NYPD officials said. 

A driver of a 2014 
Chevy Camaro lost con-
trol while traveling in 
the westbound service 
lane of Queens Boulevard 
near Van Loon Street, in 
Elmhurst, just before 7:30 
a.m., authorities said. A 
yellow sports car driven by 

a 22-year old man crashed 
into a telephone booth, a 
light post and two parked 
cars before jumping a curb 
where it stuck a 59-year-old 
man and a 41-year-old man, 
according to the NYPD.  
The 59-year-old, Man Chit 
Chen, was pronounced dead 
at the scene and 41-year old 
Mu Wang Lin was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.

The driver of the Cama-
ro was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital with minor inju-

ries where he was taken 
into custody, police said

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Wednesday 
night the driver had not 
been charged.

The Queens Boulevard 
westbound service road 
was closed to traffic for 
several hours. The 2014 Ca-
maro was still on the scene 
several hours later with the 
front end demolished. The 
cause of the crash is under 
investigation.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

About a dozen people 
suffered minor injuries 
when a four-alarm blaze 
spread through four stories 
of an apartment complex 
in Richmond Hill Tuesday 
evening, fire officials said.

A spokesman for the 
FDNY said eight of New 
York’s Bravest and three ci-
vilians were taken to North 
Shore-Long Island Jewish 
Health System and Jamai-
ca Hospital.

Emergency respond-
ers received the call about 
the building blaze on 129th 
Street between Kew Gar-
dens Road and Metropoli-
tan Avenue on the border 
of Kew Gardens just after 
6 p.m., and the fire was up-
graded to four alarms less 
than an hour later, a Fire 
Department spokesman 
said Tuesday night.

The fire appeared to be 

concentrated on the fourth 
and fifth floors, but the 
Bravest had to also battle 
the blaze on the third and 
sixth stories of the build-
ing, fire officials said.

At 9:14 p.m., the fire 
was classified as under con-
trol and the blaze was still 

under investigation as of 
11:15 a.m. Wednesday, the 
spokesman said.

About 39 vehicles and 
168 members of the Fire 
Department were called to 
the scene to assist with the 
blaze, according to fire of-
ficials.

Two people are led down a fire escape of a Richmond 
Hill building as flames shoot from a window.  

Photo by  Roy Renna / BMR Breaking News

Fire marshals investigating blaze 
in Richmond Hill that injured 11

Two pedestrians lose lives
in Queens Boulevard crash

mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

i f  y o u r  f r i e n d  i s  u n h a p p y ,  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  s h e  b r e a k  u p  w i t h  h e r  b a n k .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Available Tellers.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com

Authorities use a sheet (r.) to cover at one body following the grisly Queens Boulevard crash. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. 
Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher ap-
plicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

BRING THE PUBLIC
TO QUEENS MUSEUM
The renovation of the Queens Museum is a welcome 

addition to the borough, which is rapidly honing its repu-
tation as an important cultural destination for the city.

After an eight-year project that cost close to $70 mil-
lion, the former site of the New York Pavilion for two 
World’s Fairs invites visitors into a soaring main gallery 
filled with natural light. And new glass panels have opened 
up the museum to the park outside and provided unob-
structed views of the Unisphere, the symbol of Queens.

The word “art” has been dropped from the name of 
the museum, but the biggest attraction — the Panorama 
of New York City — is still the centerpiece, enhanced by a 
multimedia program.

Another mainstay, the Tiffany glass exhibit — a sa-
lute to the legendary designer’s works of art produced in 
studios in western Queens — has moved to one of the six 
new galleries. New light shows, rotating murals and many 
other ambitious creations in other mediums are planned.

Tom Finkelpearl, executive director of the museum, 
wants visitors to spend at least two hours taking in all the 
wonders of the redesigned building. Less time would spell 
failure, he says.

But getting the visitors to the Queens Museum can be 
a challenge. Many people from Queens have cars, but for 
other residents and city dwellers from Manhattan, public 
transportation is the only option.

To make it easier for the general public to discover the 
offerings at the museum, the signage should be improved 
starting from the Willets Point stop on the No. 7 train 
through the park to the entrance. It’s a 10-minute walk 
from the subway to the museum, which could be more en-
joyable if there were markers describing the World’s Fair 
exhibit inside or the Panorama, for example.

Queens lawmakers should pressure the city DOT 
to consider adding a free shuttle bus between downtown 
Flushing or the Willets Point stop to the museum.

Trolleys are another option. Flushing Town Hall has 
a trolley and Flushing Meadows Corona Park has two, 
which means there are three vehicles that could transport 
visitors to the Queens Museum as well as other far-flung 
venues in the park, such as the New York Hall of Science.

If the county is serious about supporting the revamped 
Queens Museum, then it’s time for some creative thinking 
on the government’s part to streamline the trip for New 
Yorkers and tourists alike who want to visit the borough’s 
latest cultural experiment.

City teachers need their autonomy

Q
ueens has a supe-
rior track record 
with many of the 
finest educators in 

the city, but they are being 
pushed around in all sorts 
of ways for reasons that 
have nothing to do with 
quality of instruction or 
service to students.

One of these areas is 
the restrictions on a teach-
er’s freedom to decide cri-
teria for judging student 

performance. Do not tread 
on teachers’ rights. All this 
fuss about how teachers 
grade their students is evi-
dence of the needless med-
dling of outside influences, 
usually political, driven by 
non-educators — or those 
who got their credentials 
fast — who are up in arms 
about allowing profession-
als to have reasonable in-
dependence in their class-
rooms.

Teachers should be 
trained and trusted by 
supervisors, who should 
know at least as much as 
the teachers do, provided 
the supervisors rose up 
“the old-fashioned way.” 
Teachers should have re-
stored to them reasonable 
power to decide their own 
grading policies based on 
their unique insights and 
knowledge of their stu-
dents. Standards should be 

spelled out clearly to par-
ents and students and they 
should be enforced fairly.

The avenue of appeal 
should be preserved, but 
basically it should be up to 
teachers to develop and jus-
tify their grading policies. 
That was how it worked in 
the glory days of public edu-
cation.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Living wage in city is possible

W
orking men and 
women at Resorts 
World Casino hit 
the jackpot recent-

ly in what is sure to become 
a benchmark agreement for 
casino labor statewide.

More than 1,400 em-
ployees who work at the Ja-
maica Racino and are repre-
sented by the Hotel Trades 
Council are celebrating a 
groundbreaking contract 
that will raise their wages 
from an average $10.15 an 
hour to an average $19.91. 
In subsequent years, the 
contract provides a major-
ity of the workers with sal-
aries of more than $60,000 
annually.

Additionally, the new 
contract grants paid sick 
days, holidays, personal 
days, vacation days and 
free family healthcare.

Sounds like a winning 
streak? Let’s double down.

The victory was made 
possible thanks to labor 
peace agreements that pro-
hibited strikes. Instead, 

amicable negotiations took 
place that did not disrupt 
operations at the racino.

While the two-year 
process reached its conclu-
sion last week through ar-
bitration, both HTC and the 
racino operator, Genting, 
are moving forward with 
a win-win contract made 
possible without the sabre 
rattling and condescension 
that has become all too com-
monplace between Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and the 
city employee unions.

The impact of doubling 
the salaries of more than 
a thousand workers at a 
southern Queens business 
is sure to have a direct and 
positive effect on the local 
economy.

Despite the mayor’s 
continual jabs at the labor 
movement, contract nego-
tiations like these can lift 
people out of poverty and 
put them on the pathway to 
the middle class.

Income inequality is 
a burgeoning issue in New 

York City. Last year, my 
office found that the top 1 
percent of income tax fil-
ers received one-third of all 
the city’s personal income, 
a share that is almost twice 
the national average.

Such a wide income 
gap can weaken or destabi-
lize the local tax base, rein-
force patterns of racial and 
economic segregation and 
undermine the vibrant so-
cial, cultural and economic 
mix that is the foundation 
of New York City’s identity.

HTC and Resorts 
World Casino showed us 
that labor can be treated 
with the respect it deserves 
without driving away busi-
ness. The real gamble is the 
one we take when we treat 
those in our workforce as 
second-class citizens.

John Liu
City Comptroller

Manhattan

New mayor must back city workers

N
ew Yorkers went 
to the polls to cast 
their votes for the 
next mayor of New 

York City, and the winner 
has his work cut out for 
him.

There are many issues 
that need to be dealt with: 

stop-and-frisk, continued 
rebuilding from Hurricane 
Sandy and negotiating con-
tract settlements with all of 
the city’s major unions.

Hopefully, all of these 
issues will be dealt with in 
a professional and construc-
tive manner. Our police of-

ficers, firefighters, sanita-
tion workers and teachers 
deserve fair and decent 
raises — and that needs to 
be the mayor-elect’s first 
priority after Jan. 1.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Sometimes jokes are not funny

U
.S. Sen. Ted Cruz’s 
(R-Texas) father 
gave a speech to 
a cheering crowd 

of Teabaggers in which 
he said President Barack 
Obama should “put down 
the Koran, get off his knees 
and go back to Kenya.”

Interesting. Since the 

origin of the human race 
has been traced back to Af-
rica, shouldn’t we all pack 
our bags, or should Cruz 
pack for Canada, Cuba or 
whatever planet he came 
from?

But GOP intellectual 
icons such as Ann Coulter 
claim it was just a joke. Ac-

cording to her, mentioning 
“Kenya and Obama” makes 
people laugh. It “kills,” as 
she says.

How humorous.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Refl ect on the memory of JFK

O
n Nov. 22, we will 
remember the death 
of President John F. 
Kennedy.

It has been 50 years 
now and those of us who 
were around that day will 
always remember where 
they were and what they 
were doing when they 
heard the news — I know I 
do. I will never forget that 
day.

I just wrote to remind 

everyone to say a prayer for 
him and his family on that 
day. We have much to thank 
him for because had he not 
shown restraint during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, we 
might not be here today.

Instead of military ac-
tion, such as an invasion or 
bombing of Cuba and the 
ICBM sites, he chose a na-
val blockade, which in the 
end was successful in pre-
venting a nuclear war in 

which millions would have 
perished.

That decision was the 
best, toughest and most 
prudent decision any presi-
dent has ever made either 
before or since his presi-
dency and we should never 
forget that.

Tom Ferraris
Whitestone

Beware of governmental crises

D
o you believe the at-
tack on Benghazi 
resulting in four 
American deaths 

was prompted by a video? 
Do you still believe you 
can keep your doctor and 
your health plan? Will Lois 
Lerner at the Internal Rev-
enue Service ever be held 
responsible for her actions? 
Do you believe the president 
was never informed of the 
National Security Agency 
surveillance? Would you 
enter your private infor-
mation on the government 
healthcare website with 
confidence?

President Barack 
Obama seems disengaged 

from and uninformed 
about the circumstances 
and effects of his policies, 
his directives, his so-called 
legacy. The illusion is that 
we are rudderless, drifting 
from one crisis to another 
with a commander in chief 
at the mercy of circum-
stances and obstacles be-
yond his control, instigated 
by Republicans, and who 
is doing his best to create 
a beneficent progressive 
utopia.

The purpose of these 
crises serves to justify the 
expansion of governmental 
power and dominion over 
our lives and economy. By 
appearing to be a bystand-

er, he absolves himself from 
blame and responsibility 
for the chaos that ensues all 
the while engaging in dou-
ble-speak and untruths.

With regard to health-
care, the latest excuse is 
that only 5 percent, 15 mil-
lion or 20 million people, are 
going to lose their plan. If 
you kill a person, shouldn’t 
you go to jail even though 
the person you killed was 
only one person out of 300 
million? Since when do you 
destroy people and it does 
not count because it is too 
small a percentage?

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

CORRECTION

A story in the Nov. 8-14 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers about the city Panel for Educational Policy 
meeting should have attributed the fi nal statements on the community’s opposition to co-locations to 
Adrienne Adams.
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L
egendary singing duo 
Simon and Garfun-
kel helped define the 
si nger-song w riter 

generation of the 1960s with 
their blend of folk and pop 
music, charming melodies 
and catchy lyrics. Half of 
that storied partnership is 
Forest Hills native Art Gar-
funkel, born Nov. 5, 1941.

After his partnership 
with Paul Simon ended in 
1970, Garfunkel pursued a 
solo recording career and 
embarked on an acting ca-
reer, both with mixed suc-

cess. Periodically reuniting 
with Simon for tours and 
concerts, Garfunkel has re-
mained in the public eye for 
nearly five decades.

Growing up in Forest 
Hills, Garfunkel was raised 
Jewish. It was at temple 
that he first began to sing 
in public, becoming a can-
tor after his bar mitzvah. 
An avid basketball player 
in his early youth, Garfun-
kel quickly discovered that 
his talents lay elsewhere. 
When he was cast in his 
sixth-grade graduation play 

“Alice in Wonderland,” he 
met Simon. Garfunkel and 
Simon were soon perform-
ing together as “Tom & Jer-
ry,” modeling their sounds 
after the style of the Everly 
Brothers.

Concurrently, Garfun-
kel pursued his education 
in these early years. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in art history in 1964 from 
Queens College and then a 
master’s in mathematics in 
1967 from the prestigious 
Teacher’s College.

“Simon and Garfun-
kel” officially formed in 
1963 and shortly thereaf-
ter they released their al-
bum “Wednesday Morning 
3AM” in 1964. It was not the 
commercial hit they had 
hoped for.

Musician Tom Wilson 
re-recorded “Sounds of Si-

lence” off the “3AM” album 
and it became a minor hit. 
With this interest in their 
music revived, Simon re-
turned from England where 
he had been studying and 
they reformed their act. 
Throughout the mid-1960s, 
they released the hit albums 
“Parsley, Sage, Rosemary, 
and Thyme,” “Bookends,” 
“Bridge Over Troubled Wa-
ter,” and the soundtrack to 
the movie “The Graduate” 

in quick succession to criti-
cal acclaim.

Although Simon and 
Garfunkel parted ways in 
1970, they have continued 
to occasionally collaborate 
on new music and to per-
form concert dates, such 
as the legendary concert 
in Central Park in 1981. 
Garfunkel has continued to 
act sporadically in TV and 
movies and record his own 
music as well. He contrib-

utes his thoughts to a blog 
on his website, artgarfun-
kel.com, which also chron-
icles his love of walking. He 
has completed walks across 
America, in stages begin-
ning in 1983 and completed 
in 1997, as well as several 
European and Asian coun-
tries.

Revealing quote: “Paul 
has more, I think, of a feel 
for the stage. Whereas I 
have it more for the notes 
themselves. I love record 
making and mixing, ar-
ranging, producing. That I 
love. I love to make beauti-
ful things, but I don’t like to 
perform.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Second half of Simon and Garfunkel hails from boro

Different sects, regions celebrate Diwali their way

H
indus, Jains and 
Sikhs across Queens 
observed Diwali on 
the weekend of Nov. 

2, an occasion for solemn re-
flection and giving thanks. 
The meaning of Diwali var-
ies in these denominations, 
but for most the start of the 
festival coincides with the 
13th day of the second half 
of the month of Ashwin on 
the Hindu lunar calendar, 
which follows 15-day cycles 
coinciding with the light 
and dark (waxing and wan-
ing) phases of the moon.

Ashwin is after mon-
soon season in South Asia. 
Diwali is a five-day festival, 
though some celebrate sole-
ly on the 13th night and oth-
ers for substantially longer 
than five days. The name 

“Diwali,” or “Deepavali,” 
derives from the words 
“deepa” (light) and “avali” 
(row).

The vastness of the 
Indian subcontinent leads 
to regional interpretations 
of the festival. The most 
common act is the lighting 
of oil lamps and their place-
ment in temples, altars 
and homes. Most Hindu 
households place these clay 
oil lamps, or “deeyas,” in-
side and outside homes on 
the night of Diwali. These 
lights, which burn through 
the night, welcome Laksh-
mi, the goddess of wealth, 
into the home.

According to Khrishan 
K. Naraine, administrator 
at the Maharishi Dayanand 
Gurukul in Jamaica, prep-
arations involve a compre-
hensive cleaning of houses, 
similar to spring cleaning. 
This represents a spiritual 
renewal. Sweets and feast-
ing celebrate a bountiful 
harvest or general pros-
perity. Diwali celebrations 

may include firecrackers, 
elaborate religious cer-
emonies and the sharing of 
Prasad between neighbors, 
which are fruit and cooked 
grains.

Naraine said that 
during his childhood in 
the West Indies, mothers 
cooked vegetarian food 
and sweets and distributed 
those to their non-Hindu 
neighbors. Most Hindus 
will go to temples for the 
chanting of prayers (man-
tras), singing of hymns (ba-
jans) and listening to ser-
mons that emphasize the 
importance of knowledge 
over ignorance.

The variety of Hindu 
sects means Diwali has 
different secular and re-
ligious significances to 
South Asians. For example, 
for people of the Jain faith, 
as well as in the Indian re-
gions of Gujurat and Mer-
war, Diwali signifies the 
start of the business year. 
Conversely, many Indian 
American entrepreneurs 

who own businesses in the 
New York area hail from 
those areas.

In spite of the har-
vest and various legends, 
spiritualism is critical to 
Diwali. The triumph of 
light over darkness is the 
unifying theme in Diwali 
legends and rituals, hence 
the ubiquity and symbol-
ism of lighting lamps. Jain-
ism, which takes the notion 
of austerity seriously, es-
chews all feasting and con-
spicuous consumption in 
favor of intense meditation 
and concentration on their 
rosaries. For Jains, Diwali 
represents the attainment 
of nirvana by Mahavir, the 
most recent Jain holy man, 
around 527 B.C.

The Arya Samaj 
Hindu reform movement, 
popular among members 
of the Indian diaspora in 
Guyana and Trinidad, as 
well as here in New York, 
remembers Diwali as the 
day the movement’s found-
er, Swami Dayanand died 

from poisoning in 1883. 
The Arya Samaj movement 
rejected notions of caste, 
child marriage, idol wor-
ship and animal sacrifice, 
noting that they had no ba-
sis in Hindu scripture.

The movement also 
pushed for gender equality, 
individual study of scrip-
ture translated directly 
from Sanskrit and the be-
lief in a single, omnipotent 
god. Naraine, an Arya Sa-
maj adherent, notes that 
the day is important for 
children and adults of the 
Indian diaspora to learn 
about how the festival is 
celebrated in India, as well 
as aspire to higher learn-
ing.

Sikh communities ob-
serve Diwali in conjunction 
with the festival of Bandi 
Chhor Divas (Day of Lib-
eration), which marks the 
arrival of the sixth guru, 
Gobind Singh, in the city of 
Amritsar, after his release 
from the prisons of the 
Mughal Emperor Jahangir 

in 1619. The day has since 
been associated with the 
desire of Sikhs for freedom 
and self-rule.

Depending on the re-
gion of India, Diwali may 
signify the return of Rama, 
the seventh avatar of Vish-
nu, from exile on the night 
of Diwali after slaying a 
number of demons in his 
absence. Diwali also com-
memorates Krishna, the 
eight avatar of Vishnu, 
slaying an evil king in 
the Assam region and the 
subsequent liberation of 
the king’s prisoners. The 
legend of Rama tends to 
be prominent in northern 
India and Southeast Asia, 
while the legend of Krishna 
is more prominent in the 
south. On this night, some 
regions may worship Kali, 
the goddess of death and re-
newal, over Lakshmi.

COLUMNS

New Voices

Simon and Garfunkel achieved success 
after the debut of a Tom Wilson re-
recording of their song “Sounds of 

Silence.”

■
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners

available for Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

$299 per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags.
$0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles
per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

B R A N D  N E W
2014 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

LEASE
FOR

$0 Taxes!!!
$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks, Bose Surround, Heated
Seats, Power Seat, Power Sunroof, Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $35,490

Conquest Rebate $2,000

WE’LL PAY THE TAXES!!!

$169

B R A N D  N E W
2014 BUICK VERANO

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise Control

& Much More! FWD, MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

BUICK

2014 Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (CTS / XTS $595 Bank Fee ) plus Taxes (CTS )  & DMV fees only.  2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals
excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers
Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Competitive/Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500/$2,000. Conquest Rebate:
Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 11-30-2013.

per month 39 months

BUICK

$169

B R A N D  N E W
2014 GMC TERRAIN

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera, Traction Control, Power Windows,
Power Doorlocks, Bluetooth, Remote Entry, Anti-Theft 

& Much More! MSRP $27,390

Competitive Lease Conquest or Loyalty $500

per month 39 months

FWD

SLE-1
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BY MERLE EXIT
 
Glad you’re enjoying 

the piece. 
Light the menorah 

candles with colors of or-
ange and brown as we cel-
ebrate an unusual Jewish 
holiday: Thanksgivukkah. 
The Hebrew year 5774 has 
the first day of Hanukkah 
falling on the American 
holiday of Thanksgiving 
Nov. 28. How can you com-
bine the two?

Start with the kosher 
turkey, the food that takes 
the longest to cook. If it is 
not as important to have 
a kosher turkey, then buy 
one that has not been fed 
additives. Kosher the fowl 
by blanching it in boiling 
water with kosher salt.

Prepare the stuffing. 
Thank goodness the first 
night of Hanukkah falls the 
night before Thanksgiving. 
That challah bread that 
you bought? Let some of it 
get a bit hard. There are 
more than a hundred reci-
pes for stuffing or dressing. 
Just make sure a sausage 
stuffing does not involve 
one made with pork. Deep 
frying the turkey would 
remind us of the burning 
oil. In case you are already 
wondering, the Jews flee-
ing Egypt had only enough 
oil to burn for one day and 
the miracle was that it 
burned for eight, which is 
why there are eight candles 
on the menorah.

As much as you are ad-
dicted to grandma’s chick-
en soup, opt for one made 
with butternut squash us-
ing a kosher chicken stock 
or make your own using 
the turkey neck. If a guest 
requests the neck during 
the meal, tell them Elijah 
stopped by for a nosh. See if 
the person realizes which 
holiday it is. If they are still 
looking like a deer staring 
into headlights, say “Have 
a piece of challah bread. 
There’s no maztoh.”

Chopped liver is a 
must. There is no way 
you can substitute turkey 
fat for chicken fat. How 

friendly are you with your 
butcher? If you can’t get 
chicken fat, make sure you 
fry the chicken livers and 
onions in oil to remind us. 
What’s more important is 
that the chopped liver is in 
the shape of a turkey head 
with a sign nearby read-
ing “What am I, chopped 
liver?”

Make use of sweet po-
tatoes by using them for the 
latkes that must be fried, 
remember? Prepare a com-
pote of cranberries and ap-
ples for the sauce. Don’t fry 
any of it. How about a sweet 
potato kugel? Can’t use but-
ter. I guess you will have to 
make it with oil.

You will certainly 
need to make a salad to 
help digest the food. Throw 
in some pumpkin seeds and 
dried cranberries. Get out 
some balsamic vinegar. 
When they ask for the oil, 
tell them there is no more 
left and say, “I’m thankful 
we don’t have to put wax in 
all the meals.”

Sundown begins with 
lighting the menorah and 
a prayer over the wine. Ask 
a guest, “Would you like 
a little wine?” Upon hear-
ing yes, say, “Oy, I’m so 
tired from cooking this me-
shuggeneh meal.” “Wine” 
sounds like “whine” and 
“meshuggeneh”   means 
“crazy.”

Now, before you fall 
asleep from the trypto-
phan, play with the dreydl. 
Fabricate one by carving 
out a gourd. Make sure you 
have a pointed bottom and 
the four Hebrew letters, 
which are also numbers. 

Take a few long sweet pota-
toes and cook them so they 
are not too soft. Cool, slice 
and dip in chocolate for the 
“Thanksgivakkuh Gelt.”

Now sing “The Dredyl 
Song” with the follow-
ing words: “I have a little 
dredyl. I carved it from a 
gourd. This year bring us 
Thansgivakkuh. And gelt I 
could afford.”

Don’t bother cooking 
dessert. Buy some pints of 
Graeter’s ice cream. It is 
certified kosher. By the time 
you get to eating it, enough 
time will have elapsed 
between eating meat and 
dairy. Fairway Market in 
Douglaston carries a vari-
ety of this most delicious, 
no-palm-oil treat.

If the above gave you 
chuckles and you don’t 
want to cook, take advan-
tage of Fairway’s catering 
menus. You can opt for 
Thanksgiving, Hanukkah 
(kosher-style) or a totally 
kosher meal for the combi-
nation of the 50 or so people 
that you would have spent 
both Thanksgiving and Ha-
nukkah with.

A tasting of its Thanks-
giving menu was offered 
to shoppers recently and 
included two soups, butter-
nut squash, sweet potatoes, 
turkey, stuffing, cranberry 
sauce and two pies. No 
challah bread or chopped 
liver was offered. Find the 
menus at fairwaymarket.
com.

Have a happy holiday 
and always recall the chant 
of Jews everywhere: “We 
fought. We won. We eat.”

Fairway Market in Douglaston carries options for a Thanksgivukkah 
meal. Photo by Merle Exit

This Thanksgiving stuff 
your turkey with latkes

O P T I C A L

QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

Download our FREE App
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT WITH

MASPETH FEDERAL
SAVINGS TODAY!

Maspeth Federal
Savings offers
Free Checking!

• FREE Visa Debit
Card

• Access to over
50,000 Surcharge
Free ATMs

• FREE Online
Banking & 
Bill Pay

• No  Minimum
Balance or
Monthly
Service Fees

WISH YOU COULD 
BREAK FREE OF
CHECKING FEES?
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Nassau County 
district attorney’s office 
has taken over the investi-
gation of an attack on John 
A. “Junior” Gotti, the for-
mer Gambino crime family 
chief, who showed up at a 
Long Island hospital af-
ter suffering a stab wound 
in the abdomen in what 
he said was an attempt to 
break up a fight.

“The case is now be-
ing handled by the district 
attorney’s office,” a spokes-
woman for the Nassau 
County Police Department 
said.

Syosett Hospital re-
ported to police that Gotti 
arrived at the hospital 
shortly before 10 p.m. 
Sunday and said he was 
stabbed when he tried to 
stop a fight between strang-
ers in the parking lot of a 
CVS Pharmacy in Syosett.  

The wound was not life-
threatening.

Sources in the Nassau 
Police Department said 
they doubted the story and 
found the 49-year-old Gotti 
“uncooperative” when they 
questioned him.

Gotti’s home is in Oys-

ter Bay, L.I., although he 
was brought up in Howard 
Beach.

He is the son of notori-
ous mobster John Joseph 
“Dapper Don” Gotti Jr., 
head of the Gambino crime 
family, and Victoria Di 
Gorgio Gotti, who still lives 
in Howard Beach. The elder 
Gotti was sentenced to life 
imprisonment and died in 
2002 in the U.S. Prison Hos-
pital in Springfield, Mo.

Junior Gotti pleaded 
guilty to charges of loan-
sharking, bookmaking 
and extortion and was sen-
tenced to 77 months in pris-
on and released in 2005. 

Gotti was then tried in 
Manhattan federal court 
three times on charges of 
racketeering and murder 
but each trial ended in a 
hung jury.  He has repeat-
edly claimed that he left the 
mob life behind.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In a little more than a 
week, a slate of Queens pol-
iticians will show another 
side of their personas when 
they step into a set of new 
roles — literally. 

All singing, all danc-
ing and all for a good cause, 
some two dozen elected 
officials have signed on 
to perform in the musical-
comedy revue “Legislative 
Acts 2013” at the LeFrak 
Concert Hall at Queens Col-
lege on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 
7 p.m.

Highlights of the show 
include Queens Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng, 
and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer and 
Ruben Wills, among oth-
ers, performing parodies 
of movies, TV series and 
Broadway shows all with a 
uniquely Queens angle. 

“We stand to capture 

a whole new cohort of per-
formers who have just won 
elected office and are ready 
to jump right into the spirit 
of public service by taking 
center stage in our fund-
raiser,” said Jeff Rosen-
stock, vice president for 
external and governmental 
affairs at the college. 

Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Big Bud-
dy, which pairs homeless, 
at-risk children with col-
lege mentors, and Women 

and Work, which prepares 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, single mothers and 
downsized workers to se-
cure new employment. 

The evening includes a 
pre-show cocktail hour and 
a post-performance dessert 
reception. Tickets are $100 
and are available by con-
tacting Nayelii DiSpaltro 
at (718) 997-3589 or by e-
mail at Nayelli.DiSpaltro@
qc.cuny.edu. 

Queens Borough President-Elect Melinda Katz rehearses for 
her role in the show Legislative Acts, which will play at Queens 
College. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Howard Beach’s Jr. Gotti
stabbed on Long Island  

Queens politicians get acts
together for a good cause

Sponsored by The Queens Gazette, Saint Francis of Assisi Elementary School, Farenga & Son Funeral Home, 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home, and Central Astoria LDC.

For further information contact Ed Horn. 

St.Michael’s renews last year’s 
efforts to make the upcoming Holiday 

Season joyful for needy children.

On Saturday, December 14th at 2P.M.
within All Souls Chapel, the United States 

Marines  will collect presents 
to be distributed to children 

across the metro area.
YOUR AID IS NEEDED!

At this time of economic pain 
it is up to us to make the 

Holidays a time of Joy for children.
Christmas songs by Hank Johnson

of Jazz Bone Records.
Contributors include Michael Serao,

VP. of Quontic Bank, Costa
Constantinides Democratic

District Leader and
Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr.

St. Michael’s Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Authorities are investigating a 
report that John Gotti Jr. (pic-
tured) was stabbed outside a 
pharmacy in Long Island. 

AP Photo/Evan Agostini
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BY BILL PARRY

Thousands of busi-
ness people took part in 
the 25th annual LIC Part-
nership Trade Show at Co-
rona’s Terrace on the Park 
Wednesday.

Companies from major 
banks and mortgage com-
panies to small vendors 
and restaurants set up ex-
hibitions to promote their 
goods and services.

“The turnout is great 
and this year we sold out all 
of our tables in six rooms,” 
said Dana Frankel, the 
partnership’s director of 
economic development.

“There’s more ex-
hibitors than ever,” said 
Swain Weiner, president 
of Greiner-Maltz Invest-
ment Properties. “It shows 
the confidence and support 
that’s exploding in western 
Queens these days.”

Weiner is also presi-

dent of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce, so 
he is no stranger to the art 
of networking.

“It’s business to busi-
ness,” he said. “Everyone’s 
building relationships, 
establishing contacts and 
making new ones. It’s a 

great venue.”
The LIC Partnership 

is the area’s business im-
provement district and the 
business development cor-
poration with the goal of 
attracting business. Active 
recruiting for the event has 
a lot to do with the number 
of companies taking part.

June Henry, a consul-
tant for Organo Gold Cof-
fee, worked a busy table 
because they were giving 
away free samples of their 
herb-infused coffee. The 
independent vendor made 
the trip from Brooklyn to 
take part after she was re-
cruited.

“We were at the Javits 
Center a few weeks back,” 
Henry said. “Someone from 
the partnership liked our 
coffee and asked us to join 
them for their show.”

Joe Lara, of Big Apple 
Circus, was another first-

Joe Lara of the Big Apple Circus 
is one of many first time par-
ticipants at the LIC Partnership 
25th Annual Trade Show. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Terrace on the Park hosts 
LIC trade show attendees

 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.�������	
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Call (866) 789-7878 or visit one of our local branches!

Act Now!
Today’s Low Rates Won’t Last Forever.

5/1 ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE1

2.63% 3.01APR

%

 1Rate information as of 10/28/13. Mortgage rates are subject to change. !��	�
��	
�������
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The initial principal and interest 
payment on a $200,000 5/1 ARM loan at 2.63% and 60% loan-to-value (LTV) for 30 years is $803.30 with no points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 3.01%. Based on a recent LIBOR index rate of 0.63% 
and a margin of 2.50, the principal and interest payment would increase to $848.86 after 5 years for the remaining 25 
�������	���
����������������������������������������������������
�������������������"�������������
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out at closing. Assumes closing costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family home; 
debt-to-income ratio is less than 30% and credit score is a minimum of 780, and an escrow account is used for the 
payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 60 days. Some state and county maximum loan amount 
restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and 
Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to change. Mortgages are originated through New 
E��G�H��������	��G�KQUWX�Z�'[&'\*]�������"��������Q���E��G�H����������	��G��=������G�������������������
for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time.

Continued on Page 44
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BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City 
Restaurant Association is 
less than a month old and 
the owners involved are 
already working on their 
first event.

On Nov. 30, they are 
putting together LIC Party. 
Six of the restaurants will 
prepare food and drink 
samplers and customers 
can hop from one eatery to 
another.

“It’s kind of a pub crawl 
but with food,” said res-
taurateur Rebecca Trent. 
“Right after Thanksgiving 
nobody will want to cook, 
so it’s a way to get out and 
try our restaurants.”

It is the type of self-
promotion Trent had in 
mind when she came up 
with the idea a couple years 
ago during the Taste of LIC. 
That event, held each June 
in Gantry State Park, drew 
a record crowd of 1,000 who 

sampled the food from 50 
restaurants last summer.

“I figured we could do 
this more often as a way 
of community building,” 
said Trent, who owns a res-
taurant and comedy club 
called The Creek and the 
Cave, at 10-93 Jackson Ave. 
“It’s also a way of guiding 
media perception. Every-
one writes that we’re the 
next Brooklyn but we’re 
not — we’re Queens and we 
want to be Queens because 
we love Queens.”

The dozen restaurants 
taking part so far are hop-
ing to have a united front 
in dealing with the city De-
partment of Health.

“I don’t mind rules, 
but it’s the inconsistency 
that makes me crazy,” said 
Doris Nowilla Suda, man-
ager at The Riverview, at 
201 50th Ave. “We all share 
the same challenges and 
frustrations.”

Jeff Blath, owner of 

the Alobar, at 46-42 Vernon 
Blvd., agreed, adding, “I be-
lieve in the whole strength 
in numbers thing.”

His restaurant cel-
ebrated its second anni-
versary Thursday and it 
recently won Michelin 
Guide’s Bib Gourmand 
prize for the second year 
in a row, a designation that 
denotes good cuisine at a 

reasonable price. The expo-
sure did not help Blath in 
a recent battle with Com-
munity Board 2 for the 
use of a backyard outdoor 
space. When Alobar opened 
Blath agreed not to use the 
outdoor space because the 
noise would disturb his 
neighbors. When Long Is-
land City was rezoned to 
allow cafe seating Blath 

claimed that he needed the 
outdoor space to compete 
with other area restaurants 
that were offering outdoor 
seating. Community Board 
2 rejected his request, 

“I don’t think we got a 
fair shake with that,” Blath 
said. “I think uniting with 
the others may put the lean 
on the community board. 
If we showed up as a group 
and listed our demands, 
they’d have to listen to us.”

Trent’s motives were 
less political and more 
business-based. At their 
first meeting at the end of 
October, three of the own-
ers realized they shared 
a counterfeit money prob-
lem.

“They compared notes 
and identified the guy and 
wouldn’t let him in their 
restaurants anymore,” 
Trent said.

The Long Island 
City Restaurant Associa-
tion also acts as a support 

group.
“Look, we’re all own-

ers who paid to have a job 
that makes us crazy 24/7,” 
Trent said. “Just when you 
think you’re losing your 
mind, you can share your 
problems with like-minded 
people.”

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli 
agreed, saying, “I actually 
like these people. A lot of 
businesses don’t support 
each other.”

The owner of Mandu-
catis Rustica, at 46-33 Ver-
non Blvd., said “we need 
to work together and help 
each other out and that will 
help us forge our own iden-
tity, an LIC identity.”

The association is like-
ly to grow as well.

“We had 12 at our first 
meeting, but that’s because 
of scheduling problems,” 
Blath said. “LIC is a big 
area with a lot of restau-
rants and everyone is wel-
come to join us.”

Representatives from Alobar Restaurant in Long Island City take 
part in the 2012 Taste of LIC. Photo by Ken Maldonado

LIC restaurant group to host neighborhood tasting party
Twelve eateries will offer their food and drink in a pub-crawl-style event after Thanksgiving

A ROLLICKING FUNDRAISING EVENT 

NOT TO BE MISSED!

C O R D I A L LY  I N V I T E S  YO U  TO

Q U E E N S  C O L L E G E
I A L LY  I N V I T E S  YO U  TO

Our elected officials star in this show, which features 

their musical, acting, singing, dancing, and comedic talents.  

They perform parodies of classical movies, well-known TV 

series, Broadway shows, and a variety of songs— all of it 

done with a unique flair of Queens.

Please contact Nayelli Dispaltro  at
718.997.3589 or nayelli.dispaltro@qc.cuny.edu

QUEENS COLLEG OFFICE OF EXTERNAL AND GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS  
65-30 KISSENA BOULEVAR FLUSHING, NY 11367-1597

SPONSORS (In formation)

Melrose Credit Union
Investors Bank

 

USTA Billie King National Tennis Center

QUEENS COLLEGE

STARRING (in formation)

Leroy Comrie Michael DenDekker Daniel Dromm

Julissa Ferreras James Gennaro Phillip Goldfeder 

Ron Kim Rory Lancman John Liu 

Gregory Meeks Grace Meng Francisco Moya José Peralta Audrey Pheffer

William Scarborough Claire Shulman Aravella Simotas

Toby Stavisky Eric Ulrich Peter Vallone, Sr. Jimmy Van Bramer

Mark Weprin Ruben Wills and special guests
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TLHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President-elect Me-
linda Katz’s experience heading 
the City Council Land Use Com-
mittee is at the forefront of the 
economic development plan she 
released Wednesday, which calls 
for developing mix-use districts, 
promoting a high-tech economy 
and developing a branding cam-
paign that puts Queens on a ped-
estal.

“During the campaign for 
Queens borough president, the 
most important issue on the 
minds of voters was how to create 
jobs and spur economic develop-
ment. Now, during the transi-
tion to my tenure at the helm of 
Borough Hall, I’m putting those 
concerns front and center,” Katz 
wrote in her four-page plan. “My 
influence on the capital and ex-
pense budgets can be leveraged 
to improve job-creating projects 
across the borough. And by fully 
leaning on the BP’s bully pulpit, 
my office can attract new busi-
nesses in thriving industries like 
health care and technology to the 
borough of Queens.”

Katz, who previously chaired 
the Council’s Land Use Commit-
tee and served as former Borough 
President Claire Schulman’s di-
rector of community boards, won 
her race for Borough Hall earlier 
this month with an overwhelm-
ing 80 percent of the vote.

The Forest Hills Democrat 
plans to create an economic devel-

opment task force and hold land 
use hearings to identify areas 
prime for mixed-use development, 
business improvement districts 
and transportation investments.

In western Queens, Katz 
wants to take advantage of the ar-
ea’s proximity to the planned Cor-
nell Tech Campus on Roosevelt 
Island to make the area a hub for 

high-tech startups. Promoting 
incubator spaces, developing a 
new housing program and using 
the borough president’s authority 
on land use to push for the expan-
sion of high-speed, fiber Internet 
access are all on her agenda.

In the Rockaways, Katz plans 
to push for local hiring require-

ments for Rockaway Beach re-
building projects,  expand ferry 
and bus services and market the 
tourist areas that have been a 
draw to many outside the bor-
ough in recent years.

Arguably the best-known 
borough president in the city is 
the soon-to-be-succeeded Marty 
Markowitz, who has left his mark 
by branding Brooklyn as the pre-
mier borough for growth in the 
21st century and come to define 
the paragon of the bully pulpit.

Katz said she would like to 
develop a comprehensive brand-
ing campaign for the borough 
that will focus on its diversity 
and multitude of often-overlooked 
small businesses.

“By developing a cohesive 
branding campaign that sets 
Queens apart from anywhere 
else, I know we can attract new 
residents, businesses, tourists 
and capital for further develop-
ment projects,” she wrote.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Maintaining ferry service to the Rockaways is part of the economic development 
plan Borough President-elect Melinda Katz released Wednesday.

Katz releases economic development plan for boro

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2013 Petro. P_13496

CALL NOW  
for SPECIAL OFFERS! 
1.855.206.4283  petro.com

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

Borough President-elect Melinda Katz 
wants to brand Queens as a unique 
and multicultural tourist destination.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and 
Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to change. Mortgages are originated 
through New York Co��unity �ank �NM�� � �	
���, an af�liate of New York Co��ercial �ank. 
The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the 
bank at any time.

Housing affordability is near all time highs! Now is the 
perfect time to purchase a new home!
  � �earn about all the home loan options that may be 
     available to you
  � �ecome familiar with the new home buying process
  � Take advantage of historically low interest rates

www.myNYCB.com

Copyright © 2013 New York Community Bank, Inc. Member FDIC

New Homebuyers 
Education Seminar

Queens County Savings Bank invites you to attend our

�ednesday� No�ember ��t� � 	
�� �.m.
Flanders Field VFW Post #150

 51-11 108 Street, Corona Heights

Refreshments will be served. Space is limited.  
Call to reserve your spot today: (718) 271-1800

Conducted in the Spanish Language
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Borough residents paid tribute to those who served in the military as well as enlisted men and women 
during the fifth-annual Queens Veterans Day Parade. The festivities kicked off on 80th Street and Metro-
politan Avenue in Middle Village and concluded with a ceremony at Christ the King High School.

Classic cars, including one carrying members of the Sgt. Edward R. Miller No. 7336 VFW Ladies Auxiliary, drive along 
Metropolitan Avenue during the Queens Veterans Day Parade. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Veterans honored in Middle Village

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

Spectators wave to the West Hamilton Beach Fire Department’s truck. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Richard Heffernan takes in the festivities with his sons Macauley, 6 (l.), and 
Nathaniel, 4. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Friday November 15 • 9pm
Featuring Luci Martin & Norma Jean formerly 

of Le Chic, Lime, Barbara Roy of Ecstasy,  
Passion & Pain, and more. Doors open at 8pm. 

Order Tickets Today!               
rwnewyork.com

$25 in advance 
$30 at the door 

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420 
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

MINUTES AWAY!

 or  Q37 or  Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Nearly two years af-
ter a 21-year-old Rockaway 
Beach man was violently 
gunned down, a suspect 
was convicted of the kill-
ing, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown an-
nounced last Thursday.

After a three-week 
trial in Queens Supreme 
Court, a jury convicted An-
thony Jordan, of the New 
Haven Plaza housing com-
plex, at Beach 14th Street, 
of killing Sean Mack.

Jordan was convicted 
of second-degree murder 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon Thursday.

According to trial 
testimony, Sean Mack and 
individuals from his hous-
ing complex had been in-
volved in a physical fight at 
a Brooklyn nightclub with 
people from another hous-

ing complex in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 13, 
2011, Brown said.

Mack had suffered a 
lip injury in the alterca-
tion, according to Brown. 
Later that Sunday morn-
ing, Mack and his friend 
were walking to St. John’s 
Episcopal Hospital in Far 
Rockaway so Mack could 
seek treatment for the in-
jury.

As they walked, they 
crossed paths with Jordan, 
now 26, who had also been 
involved in the fight a few 
hours prior. At about 5:45 
a.m., Jordan pulled out a 
loaded handgun and chased 
Mack down the street, 
Brown said. As Mack ran, 
Jordan fired a shot, strik-
ing Mack and causing him 
to fall. As Mack lay on the 
sidewalk, Jordan ran up 
to him and fired a second 
shot, the DA said.

The bullet struck 
Mack in the left arm and 
first perforated his lung 
and aorta before exiting 
through his right side, ac-
cording to Brown. Mack 
was found on Gateway Bou-
levard between New Haven 
and Brookhaven avenues, a 
few hundred feet from the 
hospital, with a gunshot 
wound to his lower torso.

“The defendant stands 
convicted of the cold-
blooded shooting death 
of a young unarmed man 
as he lay wounded on the 
sidewalk,” Brown said in a 
statement. “This is another 
glaring example of why we 
need to continue to fight to 
get illegal handguns off the 
streets.”

Jordan is scheduled 
to be sentenced Dec. 4. He 
faces up to 25 years to life 
in prison.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

A Lower East Side resi-
dent has been convicted of 
brutally strangling to death 
a transgender woman in 
her Glendale apartment 
in 2010, attempting to hide 
evidence of the murder and 
stealing the woman’s be-
longings, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said last week.

After a four-week jury 
trial in Queens Supreme 
Court, Rasheen Everett, 
32, of 65 Jefferson St. in 
Manhattan, was convicted 
Friday of second-degree 
murder, burglary and tam-
pering with physical evi-
dence, according to Brown.

According to testimo-
ny heard at the trial, Ever-
ett entered the apartment of 
Amanda Gonzalez-Andujar, 
on 62nd Street in Glendale, 
at about 8:50 a.m. March 27, 
2010. Several minutes af-

terward, witnesses heard 
screams and loud banging 
consistent with a struggle, 
Brown said. The two were 
believed to be alone.

Approximately 18 
hours later, at about 3 a.m. 
March 28, Everett then left 
the apartment, alone, car-
rying two bags that con-
tained Gonzalez-Andujar’s 
camera, keys, laptop, suit-
case, coat and cellphone, 
according to Brown.

Then on March 30 at 
about 4 p.m., Gonzalez-
Andujar’s family members 
entered the apartment and 
found the victim’s body on 
a bed covered in bleach in 
an attempt to hide evidence 
of the murder, according to 
Brown. 

A medical examiner 
determined that the cause 
of death was manual neck 
compression, or strangula-

Rasheen Everett was convicted of murdering Amanda Gonzalez-
Andujar in 2010. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Manhattan resident convicted 
of transgender slay in Glendale

Jury fi nds man, 21, guilty 
in Far Rockaway shooting

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Continued on Page 50
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  FDA approved prescription medications, meal plans & the popular hCG diet!
  Lipotropic Injections will help “turbo charge” your weight loss experience!
  We offer 1-2-3 easy payments!
  Full line of delicious meal replacements including: shakes, drinks, bars, snacks  & more,

    so there’s no wondering what to eat – just take the supplements and  lose the weight!

WANT TO LOSE UP TO 25 LBS BY THE HOLIDAYS?!  
Dr. G is here to help!
        Medically Supervised Weight Loss.

Brooklyn and 
Long Island Locations

718-285-8807 
516-295-7400

Like us on 
Facebook!

Before
After

Thank you 
Dr. G!

Andrea P. lost 30 lbs
Brooklyn, NY

www.ConquertheCrave.com

  Frustrated with your weight, tired of useless Yo-Yo diets, bad 
    advice, broken promises, and failure?

  Do you have a wardrobe you’d love to wear, but can’t fi t into?

  Do you wish that weight loss was simplifi ed and that you could 
    see a caring, supportive, experienced M.D. for medical advice and 
    help with your weight goals?

Conquer the Crave® has the solution 
to your weight loss problems!

25% off 
when you join by 

11/27/13

25% off 
when you join by 

11/27/13

Contact ... 

Larisa Kessel (917) 655-7685 
KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com

NMLS#344882

One 
Stop 

Mortgage 
Solutions!

Financing Available For:

Purchase, Rate & Term, and Cashout 
Refinance Transactions

Primary, Second Home & Investment                  
Properties

1 - 4 Family Homes, Condos & Cooperatives

Jumbo Loans

Foreign Nationals /Non-US Citizens 

Mortgage Programs & Products, including:�������	
���	���
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Conventional Agency Programs, including  
“Making Home Affordable” Initiatives.

Portfolio Programs

Fixed Rate Products,                                        
Various Term Periods Available

2/1, 3/1, 5/1, 7/1 & 10/1 Adjustable Rate 
Products

SONYMA Products

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2013 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant 
Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this 
advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by 
Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all 
products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  Emigrant’s 
commercial mortgage programs/products are offered through Emigrant Funding Corporation - NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs 
are limited to loans that do not meet the definition of residential under applicable state laws. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of 
Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, 
NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 10/15/2013

���
��
 ���!�� !

We also offer Commercial Mortgages!

Available for first time homebuyers
 or based on borrower income or 
census tract eligibility.

**

**

Ask About Current 
Mortgage Incentives

  to See if you Qualify!

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

�������	
�����	�	���

banking at QsideFCU.org.

BETTER FOR PEOPLE
NOT FOR PROFIT, 

�etter rates. �ig�er di�idends. Fe�er �ees. �t Qside� �e rein�est o�r �ro�ts ba�k 
into o�r a��o�nt �o�ders� so �o� get a�� t�e bene�ts �it�o�t t�e big bank agenda. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA
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Family and friends of more than 250 people killed 
when Flight 587 crashed in Belle Harbor 12 years ago 
braved bitter wind and falling snow to pay their respects 
to the victims.

More than 100 people gathered at a memorial designed 
by Dominican artist Freddy Rodríguez and Situ Studio 
and constructed on Beach 116th Street and the Rockaway 
boardwalk for a service led by Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
Tuesday morning. A small plaque marks the location on 
Beach 131st Street in Belle Harbor, where the American 
Airlines flight actually went down.

Many attendees huddled under umbrellas and clutched 
roses in gloved hands as the names of the 260 aboard the 
plane and five people on the ground were read. 

Afterward, Bloomberg placed three flowers in cutouts 
of the memorial, which bears the inscription “Afterwards 
I want nothing more than peace” in Spanish.

Maria DeJesus made the trip from Harlem with her 
11-year-old daughter Angeline Celestino to honor her hus-
band Angel, who was a passenger on the flight,

DeJesus was pregnant with Angeline at the time of 
the crash, and the girl is named after the father she never 
had the chance to meet.

DeJesus said she was grateful that the city and 
Bloomberg organized memorial services for the families 
every year.

“I want to thank him,” she said. “This is his last 
year.”

Taking Flight 587, the first daily flight out of New 
York to Santo Domingo, had become a tradition for many 
Dominicans and Domincan-Americans, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said in a statement.

Cuomo directed flags on state government buildings 
be flown at half-staff for the 12th anniversary.
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Walter Karling
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EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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Christmas 
comes early 
to Corona

New York Hall of Science 
tries for Guinness World Record 
with GingerBread Lane village

TimesLedger, November 15-21, 2013TimesLedger, November 15-21, 201TimesLedger, November 15-21, 201

 Sudoku 38

 Arts & Entertainment 40

 Crossword Puzzle 40

 Guide to Dining 46

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Like a lot of people itching to get 
into the holiday mood, Jon Lovitch 
often pops “Miracle on 34th Street” 
or “It’s a Wonderful Life” into the 
DVD player, then cranks up the air 
conditioner to combat the heat and 
humidity. 

Because unlike most of us, 
Lovitch, 37, finds himself needing 
a kick of Christmas cheer in July 
and August as he hits the half-way 
point in the creation of his massive 
GingerBread Lane village of sugary 
and spicy structures, trees and even 
lakes.

Although this is his 20th season 
of building the gingerbread town, 
this year’s display at the New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St. in Co-
rona, is expected to be certified by 
the Guinness Book of World Records 
as the world’s largest gingerbread 
village. 

“In recent years a lot of peo-
ple have been claiming the title of 
world’s largest,” Lovitch said. “For 
the most part I ignored them, until 
they started to get a lot of press say-
ing they had built the world’s larg-
est.”

So, Lovitch contacted the Guin-
ness people in London to find out 
just who had created the biggest gin-
gerbread village in the world. As it 
turns out, Guinness only had a cat-
egory of world’s largest gingerbread 
house and nothing about an entire 
candy and cookie village. 

Guinness suggested if Lovitch 
wanted to claim that title, he would 
have to follow a few basic rules: there 
had to be a minimum of 100 houses; 
each structure had to be at least 6 
inches long in any direction; every-
thing had to be made of gingerbread, 
icing and candy; and to qualify as 
a village at least 10 percent of the 
structures needed to be something 
other than a house. 

When the display officially 
opens Thursday, Lovitch hopes to 
have the Guinness declaration of au-
thenticity in hand. 

“If I get it in 2013, and I think 
I will, the record will be mine for a 
while, whatever a while means,” Lo-

vitch said. “I work solo, so I’m sure 
somebody will break it.”

Lovitch approached the New 
York Hall of Science to see if it would 
be interested in hosting GingerBread 
Lane this year. 

“Jon sent an email and it landed 
on our president’s desk,” Liz Sla-
gus, director of public programs at 
New York Hall of Science, said. “She 
passed it on to me and said this seems 
pretty cool.”

Slagus said the project fits into 
the museum’s mission of celebrating 
design, creativity and achievement. 

“This is perhaps going to be the 
world’s largest gingerbread village,” 
Slagus said. 

Slagus has already scheduled a 
couple of gingerbread house work-

shops where visitors will design 
and create their own house to take 
home. 

Back in his hometown of Kan-
sas City, Mo., Lovitch entered a gin-
gerbread house competition while 
still in high school. He didn’t win, 
but the experience offered him a 
crash course in the ins-and-outs of 
the competitive baking world. 

“Nobody was a chef. Most of 
the women, and there were very few 
men, were craftspeople,” Lovitch 
said. “And nobody had made a house. 
There was a Noah’s Ark and a man-
ger scene. They were beautiful but 
amazingly nobody made a house.”

By the following year, 1994, Lo-
vitch had landed a job cooking in 

Continued on Page 40

Jon Lovitch shows off some of the structures he constructed for the GingerBread Lane 
display coming to Corona’s New York Hall of Science. The Egg Nog Bay mill was part of 
last year’s exhibit in Pittsburgh. Visitors stroll through last year’s village snapping pho-
tographs along the way. Photos by Kevin Zimmerman and Jon Lovitch
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Answers in Sports

(718) 767-4699
e, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Thanksgiving Day Noon-10p.m.
Special Thanksgiving Dine-In Menu

Approx. 20 lbs.
Serves 10-12 people

Reserve by
November 26th, 2013 $225 

     plus tax

Thanksgiving Dinner to Go
We Cook, All You Do Is Serve

  Roasted Stuffed Turkey
with Stuffi ng (Approx. 20 lb)

  Roasted Red Potatoes
  Delicious Gravy &
Cranberry Sauce

  Sautéed Mixed Vegetables 
  Risotto 
  Garlic Bread
  Sweet Potatoes
  Mixed Salad

In a little more than a 
week, a slate of Queens pol-
iticians will show another 
side of their personas when 
they step into a set of new 
roles — literally. 

All singing, all danc-
ing and all for a good cause, 
a couple dozens local pols 
have signed on to perform 
in the musical-comedy re-
vue “Legislative Acts 2013” 
at Queens College on Satur-
day, Nov. 23, at 7 p.m.

Highlights of the show 
include Queens Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Congresswom-
an Grace Meng, and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and Ruben Wills, 
among others, performing 
parodies of movies, TV se-
ries and Broadway shows 
all with a uniquely Queens 
angle. 

“We stand to capture 
a whole new cohort of per-
formers who have just won 
elected office and are ready 
to jump right into the spirit 
of public service by taking 
center stage in our fund-
raiser,” said Jeff Rosen-

Queens pols get their act together

Queens Borough President-Elect Melinda Katz rehearses for 
her role in the show Legislative Acts, which will play at Queens 
College. Photo by Ken Maldonado

stock, vice president for 
external and governmental 
affairs at the college. 

Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Big Bud-
dy, which pairs homeless, 
at-risk children with col-
lege mentors; and Women 
and Work, which prepares 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, single mothers and 
downsized workers to se-

cure new employment. 
The evening includes a 

pre-show cocktail hour and 
a post-performance dessert 
reception. Tickets are $100 
and are available by con-
tacting Nayelii DiSpaltro 
at (718) 997-3589 or by e-
mail at Nayelli.DiSpaltro@
qc.cuny.edu.  

—Kevin Zimmerman

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

34

TL

2

Q GUIDE



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

38

Answers in Sports

(718) 767-4699
e, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Thanksgiving Day Noon-10p.m.
Special Thanksgiving Dine-In Menu

Approx. 20 lbs.
Serves 10-12 people

Reserve by
November 26th, 2013 $225 

     plus tax

Thanksgiving Dinner to Go
We Cook, All You Do Is Serve

  Roasted Stuffed Turkey
with Stuffi ng (Approx. 20 lb)

  Roasted Red Potatoes
  Delicious Gravy &
Cranberry Sauce

  Sautéed Mixed Vegetables 
  Risotto 
  Garlic Bread
  Sweet Potatoes
  Mixed Salad

In a little more than a 
week, a slate of Queens pol-
iticians will show another 
side of their personas when 
they step into a set of new 
roles — literally. 

All singing, all danc-
ing and all for a good cause, 
a couple dozens local pols 
have signed on to perform 
in the musical-comedy re-
vue “Legislative Acts 2013” 
at Queens College on Satur-
day, Nov. 23, at 7 p.m.

Highlights of the show 
include Queens Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Congresswom-
an Grace Meng, and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and Ruben Wills, 
among others, performing 
parodies of movies, TV se-
ries and Broadway shows 
all with a uniquely Queens 
angle. 

“We stand to capture 
a whole new cohort of per-
formers who have just won 
elected office and are ready 
to jump right into the spirit 
of public service by taking 
center stage in our fund-
raiser,” said Jeff Rosen-

Queens pols get their act together

Queens Borough President-Elect Melinda Katz rehearses for 
her role in the show Legislative Acts, which will play at Queens 
College. Photo by Ken Maldonado

stock, vice president for 
external and governmental 
affairs at the college. 

Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Big Bud-
dy, which pairs homeless, 
at-risk children with col-
lege mentors; and Women 
and Work, which prepares 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, single mothers and 
downsized workers to se-

cure new employment. 
The evening includes a 

pre-show cocktail hour and 
a post-performance dessert 
reception. Tickets are $100 
and are available by con-
tacting Nayelii DiSpaltro 
at (718) 997-3589 or by e-
mail at Nayelli.DiSpaltro@
qc.cuny.edu.  

—Kevin Zimmerman

TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 15—21, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
39

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$5 OFF
Your Check Of 
$30 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

FREE ORDER 
FRIED OREOS
Your Check Of 
$50 Or More

($4.95 Value) Cannot Be 
Combined With Other Offers.

$10 OFF
Your Check Of 
$60 Or More

Cannot Be Combined 
With Other Offers.

39-35 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY

(718) 224-7455
www.DalessandrosCornerGrill.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11-11
Fri. 11-Midnight
Sat. 12-Midnight

Sun. 12-10

NOW SERVING BEER & WINE

Free Delivery

 

with Purchase of 
any Complete Meal 

Monday-Friday 
11am-3pm

Lunch Special

BY MERLE EXIT

Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group, bet-
ter known as FSFCTG, is present-
ing yet another musical directed 
by Maryellen Pierce, a full-time 
teacher at Mary Louis Academy. 
This time it’s “Legally Blonde the 
Musical.”  

You can always count on a 
large cast and a good show.   For 
Pierce, 30 years of directing at FS-
FCTG has become both an artis-
tic task and a chance to work with 
inspiring professionals as well as 
those who just want to have fun.

“I do it for the sheer enjoy-
ment of putting people who may 
not know each beforehand into a 
working relationship building a 
team that creates a piece of art,” 
Pierce said. “In the long range, 
it’s a gratification that I get when 
a 12-year-old starting out with my 
directing them in a small role is 
now in college and cast in a lead-
ing role.”

Paul Regan is one such per-
son. Cast as lawyer Emmet For-
est, he has taken on his first lead-
ing role and has the ambition to 

continue professionally. What has 
he experienced over the years? “I 
love that everyone is so support-
ive and that we are having fun,” 
he said. “Getting paid to act may 
be a whole other atmosphere.” 

Musical Director Paul John-
son runs a professional program 

called CAP21, a conservatory and 
theater company.  

Johnson got wind of a role 
that would suit student Britain 
Gebhardt: that of Brooke Wyn-
dam the perpetrator of the crimi-
nal case. Gebhardt, who travels 
from Manhattan, said she makes 

the trip “for the enjoyment of what 
community theater should be. It’s 
a true pleasure to have Maryellen 
Pierce as a director.” 

You can certainly expect 
Amanda Doria to steal a show 
with both her comedic facial 
expressions and “belt” singing 

voice. It is her 10th year at FS-
FTCG.  She portrays Paulette 
Bounofuonte who works at the 
beauty salon. Doria, like many 
of the other members, performs 
in various community theater 
groups in Queens. With all of 
that talent and experience, do her 
ambitions lie with the Big White 
Way? “Not in the least,” she said.  
“I want a secure job and commu-
nity theater gives me a chance to 
express myself with less stress.”  

Her full-time job is working 
with lawyers. 

It is Brittany Juilfs who land-
ed the leading role of Elle Woods.   

“As my first book show after 
a two-year hiatus following a mu-
sical theater degree from Colum-
bia College in Chicago, this has 
been one of the most funs shows 
ever,” she said. 

Her experience and reviews 
are ones to be placed on her resu-
mé as she plans for a professional 
future.   “Legally Blonde the Mu-
sical” has a cast and crew of close 
to 40 people. On a Broadway stage 
that may not seem as large. At one 
point I counted 30 performing one 

It takes a community to make local theater happen

Continued on Page 42

The cast from “Legally Blonde the Musical” includes Britain Gebhardt (l.) and Brittany Juilfs (second from l.). 
Photo courtesy Merle Exit
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
November 15-21, 2013

By Ed Canty

A Ford in Your Future
Across

1. "Pipe down!"
5. Cancel
10. -- the line (obeyed)
14. Boat in "Jaws"
15. "___ fault is it?"
16. Device for rotating one's tires?
17. Bothers
18. Like Cheerios
19. Beginning to care?
20. The 19th President
23. Command
24. "Heads up!" e.g.
25. Has a cow
28. Bay
30. Face saver?
31. Ex-viewer of Medusa?
33. Friendly beginner?
36. Shakespeare's hangout?
40. Big load of bricks
41. Descartes and others
42. Cast leader?
43. Roger of "Cheers"
44. Newspaper section
46. 1960's radical Hoffman
49. Bewitching town?
51. Classic '50s car
57. Chick chaser?
58. Circumvent
59. Blue Bonnet, e.g.
60. Brand, in a way
61. Deserve
62. Big money-maker?
63. Tut's cousins?
64. Composer Camille 
Saint-___
65. Diminish

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

MS. SCARLET'S FRIENDS
S P I R O A S O B M A P
E A T E N G C L E F U S A
W H I T E C O L L A R S T D
A S S A I L C A T E R T O

P D A S A S E A
A M P A N T E S N E R D
B E L T G O V T O L D I E
E T U I N E A E G A D
T O M B S E N G R D A L E

O B I T S T E E D S S N
C A R E S H A M

A R S E N A L A R A B I A
F L A G R E E N B E R E T S
U T Z A O R T A M I D S T
R O Y N O S Y E A S Y A

32. A crowd in Torino?

33. Green beginner?

34. Stallion, once

35. 11 components?

37. Canned meat rival of Spam

38. "___ fi fo fum"

39. 1940s Los Alamos 

development

43. Commuters

44. Almost hails

45. The "p" in m.p.g.

46. Pull ___ one

47. ___ well

48. Go to pieces?

49. Animal catcher

50. Bring to the mix

52. Does some tailoring

53. Bit of eye makeup?

54. Hip bones

55. Bed check?

56. Spoil, with "on"

Down
1. Coating of frost
2. A language of Pakistan
3. "Great ___!"
4. Discuss
5. Duel tools
6. Rub the wrong way?
7. Chopper blade
8. Computer addict?
9. Bow to pressure?
10. "Chili today, hot ___"
11. Certain daisy
12. Bush, senior?
13. Thomas Jefferson, 
religiously
21. "... ___ he drove out of sight"
22. Any port in a storm
25. Actors
26. A chorus line
27. Financial aid
28. Atlantic swimmers
29. "... sail ___ Ship of State"
31. Dad's lads

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

MUSIC

All-4-One and Color Me Badd — A 
’90s boy band concert reunion 
starring the Grammy Award-
winning All-4-One along with 

Color Me Badd, singers of the 1991 
summer anthem “I Wanna Sex You 
Up.”
When: Saturday, Nov. 16, at 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside

Cost: $45
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

Hendrik Meurkens Samba 
Jazz Quartet — Harmonica 
and vibraharp virtuoso Hendrik 
Meurkens and his quartet perform 
an evening of Brazilian jazz. 
When: Friday, Nov. 22, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15, $10/members and 
students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
Website: www.flushingtownhall.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the Bread 
and Puppet Theater, has been 
chosen for the Queens Museum 
fi rst solo exhibition. The show 
consists of two large-scale 
immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30, 2014
Where: Queens Museum, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — The 

Rockaway Artists Alliance’ show 
encompasses all media and 
explores artists’ views of Super 
Storm Sandy. 
When: Through Nov. 24, Saturday 
and Sunday, Noon to 4 pm
Where: Rockaway Artists Alliance, 
260 Beach 116th St., Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 

Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 
am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, College 
Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Flushing Creek into Bowery 
Bay, Selections from the 
Islands of New York — This 
exhibit features photographs 

Kansas City’s Hyatt Regen-
cy Hotel and decided to cre-
ate his first GingerBread 
Lane village of 12 houses to 
display at the hotel during 
the holidays. 

As Lovitch’s career 
took him to hotels in Wash-
ington, D.C., and Pitts-
burgh, GingerBread Lane 
traveled with him. Each 
year, it got a little bigger and 
included a new layout of the 
neighborhoods: Gum Drop 
Row, Peppermint Central 
Park, Candy Cane Place, 
Egg Nog Bay and, new this 
year, Ribbon Candy Ridge. 
It eventually outgrew the 
various hotel spaces and 
Lovitch ventured out to 
more unique locales, in-
cluding the Smithsonian 
Institute, Pittsburgh’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Rock-
efeller Center. 

Now living back in 
New York, Lovitch has 
turned his South Bronx 
apartment into the Ginger-
Bread Lane workshop. 

He begins the con-
struction work in late Feb-
ruary or early March. That 
allows him plenty of time 
to complete the nearly 200 
structures in the village 
while providing him with 
some time off for other 
things. 

“This way I can have a 
life,” Lovitch said. 

That time frame also 
takes into account the sum-
mer lull, when the heat and 
humidity take their toll on 
the gingerbread, making 
the pieces much harder to 
work with and forcing Lo-
vitch to slow down produc-
tion.

It takes him about one 
week to build each piece, so 
at any one time, he’ll have 
several houses in various 
stages of completion. 

He combines brown 
sugar, fat and corn syrup 
and heats it to just below a 
boil. Then, he adds the liq-
uid ingredients to the dry 
items including flour, nut-
meg, cinnamon and ginger. 

“I use an incredible 
amount of spices,” said Lo-
vitch. “Because some of the 
pieces will be months old, 
you need to add a lot of spic-
es to keep them aromatic 
and smelling like ginger-
bread.”

He’ll roll out the 
dough, cut it into the shapes 
he needs, then bakes the 
pieces. After cooling, he 
assembles the pieces using 
icing to hold everything to-
gether. 

Lovitch estimates the 
entire 300-square-foot dis-
play contains about 2,100 
pounds of icing and rough-
ly 400 pounds of candy and 
450 pounds of gingerbread. 

Objects that are most-
ly icing, like the white 
chocolate lake, can carry 
substantial weight and 
even become dangerous in 
transit. 

“One time I was mov-
ing an icing lake and 
knocked myself in the head 
and got a concussion,” Lo-
vitch said. “So, I’m in the 
ER and they’re not believ-
ing me. They’re saying, ‘So, 
a cake hit you?’”

Moving day offers plen-
ty of its own challenges. 
Lovitch figures it will take 
him about 24 hours and six 
or seven trips to carry the 
village’s pieces from the 

Bronx to Corona. 
He’ll spend about a 

week fixing anything that 
may have broken during 
the drive and covering the 
wooden base that displays 
the village with icing and 
candy. Visitors can get a 
sneak peek as Lovitch com-
pletes the finishing touches 
beginning Sunday. 

“People really enjoy 
it,” Lovitch said. “Thou-
sands upon thousands of 
people will come through 
and see it and connect with 
it. I get to brighten the holi-
day season. That’s really 
good.”

After the display clos-
es on Jan. 12, 2014, Lovitch 
will give each structure 
away during a free raffle. 
He’ll take a couple weeks 
off, then start work on next 
year’s village. 

“Every year I have 
this conversation with 
myself, ‘Am I really do-
ing this again?’” Lovitch 
said. “But, you know it’s a 
quick conversation and I’m 
like, ‘Yeah, I’m doing this 
again.’”

Contact news editor 
Kevin Zimmerman at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or 
at 718-260-4541.

Continued on Page 44

Gingerbread
Continued from Page 37

IF YOU GO
Gingerbread Lane 
Village

Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
When: Nov. 17 to Jan. 12, 
2014
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $11/adults, $8/
children, students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In Sandy Rustin’s new play 
“The Cottage,” now at the Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center, any 
doubt that we’re deep in Nöel 
Coward territory simply vanishes 
after a very pregnant character is 
handed a scotch to sip while she 
enjoys long drags from her ciga-
rette. 

It is oh so civilized, and oh so 
very funny. 

Rustin said she wanted to 
write a play that followed the 
rules and structure of a Coward 
comedy, but provided stronger 
roles for the women in the cast. 

At last week’s world pre-
miere, it’s clear Rustin more than 
accomplished her goal. 

The play, set in the English 
countryside in 1923, concerns the 
various infidelities of three cou-
ples, Beau and his wife, Marjorie; 
Clarke and his wife, Sylvia; and 
Dierdre and her newly divorced 
ex-husband, Richard. For these 
six, love resembles a sort of game 

with winners and losers, but once 
the truth begins to unravel just 
who earns a check in their win 
column becomes a little more 
muddled. Beau and Clarke are 
brothers. Beau is having an affair 
with Sylvia and Dierdre. Clarke 
has been carrying on with Marjo-
rie. And Richard, may or may not 
be a serial killer.

Got that? No matter. 
As in the best of Coward, the 

setup is the least important com-

ponent of the evening. What mat-
ters is the sparkling dialogue and 
witty give-and-take between the 
characters. 

And as promised, Rustin pro-

vides Amy Rutberg as Sylvia, Ma-
ria Couch as Marjorie and Han-
ley Smith as Dierdre with the best 
and brightest lines in this breezy 
90-minute production. 

Rutberg walks away with the 
show as the young woman who 
wants to believe marriage equals 
happiness rather than just con-

Check into ‘The Cottage’ for some oh so civilized laughter
Astoria Performing Arts Center premieres comedic play that borrows the best from Noël Coward

Continued on Page 38

Cast members from “The Cottage,” including Maria Couch (l. to r.), Amy Rutberg, Jason Loughlin, Hanley Smith and Kevin 
Isola rehearse a scene. Photo courtesy Stephen K. Dobay

IF YOU GO
“The Cottage”

Where: APAC Theater, Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
When: Through Nov. 23, Thursday 
and Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 
pm and 8 pm
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Happy Thanksgiving from Austin’s!
AUSTIN’S COMPLETE FIVE COURSE DINNER INCLUDES

Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea

APPETIZERS (choice of one)
Wonton Wrapped Shrimp

Roast Pumpkin and Sage Risotto
Lobster Pot Pie

Pumpkin Ravioli with Sage Butter Sauce

SOUP
Smoky Butternut Squash

SALAD
Mixed Greens, Mango, Prosciutto 

& Bermuda Onion

ENTRÉES
Roast Vermont Turkey 28
Stuffi ng, Gravy, and Cranberry Sauce
Veal Scaloppini Madeira and Porcini Mushrooms 32
Roast Duck Breast with Pomegranate-Chile Sauce 30
Cannelloni Filled with Salmon and Spinach 30
with Parmesan Cheese Sauce
Monkfi sh Baked with Prosciutto and Artichoke 32
Filet Mignon and Bacon Wrapped Scallops 35

VEGETABLE (choice of one) 
Mashed Carrots and Parsnips 
Creamed Spinach

POTATOES (choice of one)
Roasted Fingerling Red Potato
Candied Yams

718.849.3939
82-70 Austin Street, 

Kew Gardens, NY 11415

DESSERT (choice of one)
Pumpkin Bread Pudding, Apple Pie, 
Pumpkin Pie, Chocolate Mousse Cake

LET US DO ALL 
THE COOKING! 

Turkey Dinner for 12 (18-20 lbs) Only $230 Plus tax
Turkey Dinner for 6 (10-12 lbs) Only $135 Plus tax 
Includes ALL the trimmings. 
Place your order by November 22, 2013. Call Colleen (718) 849-3939
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tentment, which is where 
she finds herself now. 

The play opens as Syl-
via and Beau, played in a 
sleazy yet charming way 
by Jason Loughlin, lounge 
in their silk robes sipping 
tea and discussing their 
future. Slowly, we learn 
this happy couple are in-
laws and while Beau would 
be content to maintain the 
status quo, Sylvia wishes 
to move things along. She 
informs Beau that she sent 
telegrams to Clarke and 
Marjorie coming clean. 
Naturally, after she reveals 
this, there is the first round 
of knocking on the front 
door. 

The arrival of Clarke, 
played by Kevin Isola, pro-
vides Rutberg with the op-
portunity to perform a bit 
of slapstick as she is shut-
tled off to the window seat 
and hidden. That doesn’t 
stop Rutberg from adding a 
few serious lines that, from 
her current locale, become 
utterly hysterical. 

As Beau’s pregnant 
wife Marjorie, Couch pos-
sesses an acerbic wit and a 
levelheadedness that sees 

the current situation as a 
blessing because she is free 
to go off with Clarke, the 
one man, and actual father 
of her unborn child, whom 
she loves. 

In one of Rustin’s few 
missteps, Couch becomes 
the butt of a sophomoric 
joke, which had the audi-
ence howling with shrieks 
of laughter. However, you’d 
be hard-pressed to find this 
bit of toilet humor in any 
of Coward’s work. Why go 
for the cheap laugh when 
everything up to now has 
been genuinely funny on a 
higher level? 

Smith also sparkles in 
the role of the slightly dim-
witted Dierdre, who on more 
than one occasion makes 
cogent arguments that belie 
her uneducated background. 
She also gets many of the 
best lines. At one point, when 
discussing her newly minted 
ex-husband Richard’s ten-
dency to murder her former 
lovers, she balks at the term 
murderer. 

“Murderer has such a 
negative connotation,” she 
says. 

And as Richard, Dan-
iel Bielinski brings a sweet-
ness to the role of a man, 
who having long ago lost 
his one true love, is desper-

ate to keep his wife even if 
she is just someone to stave 
off the loneliness. 

“He seems quite gen-
tlemanly for a killer,” one 
character says about Rich-
ard. 

Director Adam Dan-
nheisser maintains the 
necessary light touch 
throughout the show that 
keeps everything hum-
ming along. Stephen K. Do-
bay’s set perfectly captures 
the look and feel of an Eng-
lish cottage with books and 
knickknacks crammed into 
every available corner. 

And for the most part, 
Rustin’s script pays respect 
to Coward’s work, but pres-
ents it from the female point 
of view, while she keeps it 
all light and bubbly. 

Coward was once criti-
cized for what some people 
said was squandering his 
talents on such fluff. 

But he countered that 
the theater exists for peo-
ple’s amusement and not to 
teach or reform them. 

Rustin clearly brushed 
up on her Coward for this 
delightful farce. 

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at kzimmer-
man@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4541.

musical number. How does 
that happen?  

John Barratta is the 
longtime technical direc-
tor who is responsible for 
building the sets.  Add a 
runway and you have space 
along the sides to extend 
the stage as some of the cast 
sing and dance.  

David Arzberger is 
this show’s choreographer 
and certainly did a fine 
job. Once a show is choreo-
graphed, much of the re-
sponsibility is turned over 
to the dance captain, in this 
case, Amanda Montoni. 

“My role as dance cap-
tain is to be there if anyone 
has questions about the 
dances, if they need some-
thing explained in detail, 
or just reassurance of what 
the steps are,” Montoni 
said. “I teach the choreog-
raphy to cast mates who 
might have been absent 
during the rehearsal when 
it was initially taught, and 

to re-teach it if anyone is 
unsure. Besides being a 
helping hand, I have to 
know all of the choreogra-
phy to make sure the danc-
es are running smoothly 
and everyone is clear on 
the steps.” 

Montoni has an ex-
tensive dance background 
dancing since the age of 2.

”The most difficult 
part about doing this is 
making sure everyone is on 
the same page, the number 
looks great, and lives up to 
the choreographer’s and di-
rector’s expectations,” she 
said.

As far as getting satis-
faction, “even though some 
numbers aren’t perfect — 
it’s live theater, anything 
can happen — it’s such a re-
warding feeling when you 
look at the improvement 
everyone has from when we 
first started,” Montoni said. 
“The progress is amazing. 
Cast mates tell me, and 
show me, they can do things 
they’ve never thought they 
could and I would definite-

ly do it again.”
There are those mem-

bers who attend the audi-
tions on their own, some 
who are recommended and 
people who simply drop in 
and ask if they can simply 
help with tasks like paint-
ing the sets or assisting 
Pauline Baratta, in charge 
of the costumes. It’s all 
about musical theatre cre-
ating a community. 

Final performances 
take place this weekend. 

Blonde
Continued from Page 35

IF YOU GO
“Legally Blonde the 
Musical”

Where: Free Synagogue 
of Flushing Community 
Theatre Group, 41-60 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
When: Saturday, Nov. 16 at 
8 pm, and Sunday, Nov. 17 
at 3 pm
Cost: $18, $15/students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.fsfctg.org

Cottage
Continued from Page 37



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 15—21, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
39



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

40

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357

Pumpkin Bisque 

Roasted Turkey
With pomegranate-molasses glaze 

Choice of stuffi ng:
Traditional Stuffi ng

Apple-cornbread dressing

Italian Stuffi ng
Ground beef, prosciutto ham, parmeggiano, 

mozzarella & chestnuts

Glazed Baked Ham 
Sides

Mashed potatoes with butter
Green beans sautéed with onions

Creamed corn
Sweet potatoes with marshmallows

Cranberry jelly
Corn bread 

Penne alla vodka 

Dessert, coffee, soda, glass of wine

Thanksgiving Menu
       Please Call for Reservations

$40
per person

718.767.3100

by Fulbright Fellow Accra Shepp 
exploring the waterways of the 
City. 
When: Through Jan. 12, 2014, 
Opening reception Nov. 16 at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested admission, 
Free/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/
Beijing 1930 — This exhibition 
marks the fi rst time Noguchi’s 
fi gurative ink scrolls have been 
displayed alongside works by 
the master ink painter, Qi Baishi, 
whom Noguchi studied with in 
1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Mike Kelley — MoMA PS1 turns its 
entire building into an exhibition 
of Kelley’s innovative work 
that incorporates American 
popular culture in pieces using 
both modernist and alternative 
traditions. 
When: Through Feb. 2, 2014
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — Socrates 
Sculpture Park presents 15 new 
commissions that respond to the 
park’s unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual and 
formal artworks that are visually 
compelling, mysterious and 
provocative. 
When:  Through March 31, 2014
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical Gardens 
outside the Gardens’ fence on 
Dahlia Avenue near Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Continued from Page 36
DANCE

Take Root — NonaLee Dance 
Theatre and Mei Yamanaka 
headline the fi fth season opener 
of Take Root, which aids in the 
development and performance of 
new dance work. 
When: Friday, Nov. 15, at 8 pm, 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.
org

Fertile Ground — The monthly 
showcase for emerging and 
established artists in dance. This 
month’s event features In Noon 
Dance, Bugge Ballet, Kalamindir 
Dance Co., WLU Repertory Dance, 
Carmen Caceres and Marcia 
Brooks.
When: Sunday, Nov. 17, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.
org

The Hungarian State Folk 
Ensemble — This presentation 
features one of the highest 
regarded folkloric dance 
companies in the world. They will 
be joined on-stage by the Folk 
Orchestra and Gipsy Orchestra. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 17, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach the 
400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 12 
and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — Free 
line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 

Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 am–6 
pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., at Avenue of 
Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 202-
05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 
cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., at Avenue of 
Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 4:30 
pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid in 
advance, $45 per session for club 
members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com
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Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

For Reservations
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE
PARTIES & CATERING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE Parking

We Are Celebrating Over  
35 Years In Business

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

$2895
Entertainment by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez

A La Carte Menu Children’s Menu
Available

THANKSGIVING DINNER

RESTAURANT

{

FEATURING  
ART & SPORTS MEMORABILIA  
IN ALL MEDIA & PRICE RANGE

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Professionally Conducted by

MARLIN 
Fine Auctions and 
Creative Events

ART
AUCTION

SATURDAY  EVEN ING ,  NOV .  23 ,  2013 
PREVIEW @ 7:30 PM  AUCTION @ 8:30 PM

HOSTED BY

HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER
183-02 UNION TURNPIKE  FLUSHING, N.Y. 11366 

T:718.380.4145

$10 pp w/ advance payment   
$15 pp at the door

Door Prize  50/50 Raffle

Refreshments,  
Wine & Schmooze

Let us cook for you this Thanksgiving

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

* * 718.821.8401 * 

Reservations Strongly Recommended, Reserve Your Table Today!

SUNDAY FUNDAY
  NOW BOOKING 
  HOLIDAY PARTIES!

718-821-8401
CHRISTMAS WITH ERNIE AND CONNIE

The Von Westernhagens Return to the Kitchen
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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For Giana Stanigar, 
vintage clothing is about 
much more than style.

She and her business 
partner, Jessica Fechner, 
opened Pin Up Queens, 
22-03 Astoria Blvd. in LIC, 
aboutique featuring au-
thentic vintage styles, in 
September 2012.

“I really enjoy con-
necting people with the 
pieces in the wardrobe that 
they’re going to treasure 
and keep forever,” Stanigar 
said. “Sometimes it’s like 
the ‘Missed Connections’ 
page on Craigslist in here.”

Stanigar began collect-
ing vintage clothing when 
she was in junior high 
school in southern Califor-
nia, which had a strong vin-
tage and rockabilly scene.

But her first exposure 
to fashion came from her 
family.

She had family mem-
bers who were beaders 
for the Ice Capades in the 
1940s, and her great-aunt 
worked as a pattern maker 
for a California couture la-
bel called Addie Masters.

She was drawn to vin-

tage clothing because the 
garments are of higher 
quality than new clothing 
produced by “fast fashion” 

brands and allowed her to 
stand out from others.

Stanigar later moved 
to New York, where she 

worked in the corporate 
world, but she continued 
to collect and sell vintage 
clothing on the side.

After being laid off 
from her full-time job, she 
focused her energy on her 
online shop and found she 
made more money than at 
her previous job.

“I had to work 60 or 70 
hours a week, though,” she 
said. “But it didn’t feel like 
work. I liked it.”

She said she wanted to 
open the brick and mortar 
store to become more invest-
ed in the neighborhood.

Stanigar met Fechner 
when she went to her studio 
to buy clothing from her.

Both had personal stu-
dios from which they sold 
clothing. Both were inter-
ested in opening up a brick 
and mortar shop.

“When I met her, it was 
like finding the missing 
piece of the puzzle,” Stani-
gar said about Fechner.

Stanigar and Fechner 
found the space for their 
business in Astoria close to 
where they both lived. They 
spent months renovating it 
and transformed the spot 
into a boutique for authen-
tic vintage wares.

Stanigar is constantly 
on the lookout for pieces to 
resell, she said. She scours 

estate sales, antique malls, 
flea markets, barn sales 
and other vintage collec-
tors.

She said vintage in 
the city is “picked over and 
overpriced,” so she prefers 
to look as far away from New 
York as she can get.

She even searches for 
items while she is on vaca-
tion.

“I will go to the ends 
of the earth looking for 
things,” she said.

Stanigar said she and 
Fechner keep contempo-
rary trends as well as clas-
sic styles in mind while 
stocking the store.

Demand changes with 
current trends. The release 
of the movie “The Great 
Gatsby” as well as the TV 
series “Mad Men” both in-
fluenced what customers 
wanted.

From re-beading to 
removing difficult stains, 
both Stanigar and Fechner 
spend hours on garment 
restoration. Stanigar said 
she prefers to buy garments 
that are already in near-
perfect condition, but will 
sometimes take a chance 
on something.

Pin Up Queens turns hobby into new career
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By Bill Parry

A federal judge has 
decided against issuing a 
permanent injunction that 
would stop the demolition 
of 5Pointz in Long Island 
City.

The way is clear for the 
building’s owners, Jerry 
and David Wolkoff, to begin 
preparing to tear down the 
graffiti mecca to make way 
for luxury high-rise resi-
dential towers. “That’s our 
understanding of it,” said 
5Pointz spokeswoman Ma-
rie Cecile Flageul, “We’re 
disappointed, but we’re al-
ready working on our next 
move.”

Brooklyn Judge Fred-
eric Block ruled against 
the artists’ motion for a 
preliminary injunction 
against G&M Realty, which 
would have postponed the 
demolition. The judge also 
dissolved the temporary 
restraining order, which 

allowed the Wolkoffs to re-
sume planning for razing 
of the site at 22-44 Jackson 
Ave.

Wolkoff’s attorneys 
immediately withdrew per-
mission for the artists to 
paint, so there will be no 
more painting at 5Pointz. 

Jonathan Cohen, known as 
Meres One, and his band of 
street artists have until the 
end of November to leave 
the premises.

But they will not go 
quietly. A rally is planned 
at 5Pointz for 3 p.m. Satur-
day.

“It’s been tough on us,” 
said Marie Cecile Flageul, 
spokeswoman for 5Pointz. 
“We put in all the work and 
put our lives on hold dur-
ing this battle, so we really 
took the decision hard.”

Their attorney, Jean-
nine Chanes, said the origi-

nal lawsuit is not over. The 
artists have been seeking 
protection of their work 
under the 1990 Visual Arts 
Rights Act.

“Judge Block’s decision 
only affects the injunction. 
There is still a lawsuit and 
there will still be a trial,” 
Chanes said.

“If the art is destroyed, 
the law allows for dam-
ages,” Chanes explained. 
“If destroyed intentionally, 
it could mean $150,000 per 
piece.”

It has been estimated 
that more than 350 murals 
cover the walls of the old 
warehouse.

Jerry Wolkoff was not 
available for comment, but 
he has said he wants demo-
lition to begin before the 
end of the year.

“That may not be so 
easy. There are still tenants 
in that building,” Chanes 
said. “There’s a clothing 
factory on the second floor 

and there are two halal 
businesses that operate out 
of there as well.”

While the artists are 
resigned to the fact that 
5Pointz will be coming 
down at some point, they 
do not blame Block for his 
decision.

“It didn’t go our way 
and that’s part of the rule of 
law,” said Flageul.

There was an inci-
dent while the temporary 
restraining order was in 
place, however. While the 
artists were ordered not to 
paint, the owners were or-
dered not to touch the art-
work.

“We presented photo 
evidence that two gates con-
taining artwork were re-
moved and the judge didn’t 
even give them a slap on the 
wrist,” Flageul. said. “If 
one of us started to paint, 
they would’ve thrown us in 
jail.”

By Bill Parry

The long-awaited open-
ing of M. Wells Steakhouse 
in Long Island City took 
place when owner Hugue 
Dufour invited friends, 
family and associates to 
dinner seatings Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights.

Opening night for the 
general public was sched-
uled Thursday night.

“It’s been a very long 
time coming,” Dufour. said. 
“We’re very excited.”

Dufour and his part-
ner, Sarah Obraitis, be-
came the darlings of the 
culinary set with their 
original M. Wells, a highly 
acclaimed Long Island City 
restaurant that closed in 
2011. Last year, they opened 
M. Wells Dinette at MoMA 
PS1, but the hours were 
limited.

While they will con-
tinue to operate the dinette, 

the new restaurant was 
their main goal all along.

Housed in an old auto-
body garage, at 43-15 Cres-
cent St., the building looks 
worn down. There are no 
signs. Indoors, there is seat-
ing for 70 in what Dufour 
calls his concrete and dark 
wooded “Temple of Meat.”

His European-style 
cuts of meat and poultry 
will be prepared on a wood 
fire grill and there is a ce-
ment trough full of live 
trout.

The one-story building 
is across the street from 

LIC Linc, a luxury tower 
with 700 units, which will 
have its ribbon-cutting cer-
emony Nov. 25.

Rockrose Develop-
ments owns both build-
ings, part of a plan to turn 
Court Square into a resi-
dential and entertainment 
hub. Rockrose has invested 
nearly a billion dollars into 
the Court Square area, 
with four projects under 
construction or in develop-
ment.

Further plans for the 
area will be announced af-
ter the new year.

M. Wells Steakhouse opens in a former auto-body garage on 
Crescent Street, part of Rockrose Development’s plan to upgrade 
the Court Square section of LIC. Photo by Bill Parry

A federal judge refuses to issue a permanent injunction and dissolves a temporary restraining order. 
5Points moves closer to a date with the wrecking ball.

M. Wells Steakhouse makes 
its return to Long Island City

Judge rules demolition of 5Pointz can begin

taking aspirin — and that’s 
when I’m in the house with 
my windows closed.”

Some residents said 
that they have been awak-
ened late at night because 
of aircraft noise.

Knoesel said there are 
no restrictions to what time 
a plane can fly, although 
airlines generally oper-
ate the planes between the 
hours of 6 a.m. and 12 a.m.

Over the summer some 
airlines choose to land later 
flights if the flights have 
been delayed, according to 
Mark Guiod, manager of 

the FAA’s New York Termi-
nal Radar Approach Con-
trol. Some land as late as 2 
a.m. 

Knoesel said residents 
all around Queens suffer 
from the noise. Authorities 
must balance complaints 
along with maintaining op-
erations of the airports that 
are part of the busiest air-
space in the world, he said.

He said La Guardia 
airlines are beginning to 
replace some older, louder 
planes, which should help 
address the noise issue.

“The geographical 
area of who is being ex-
posed to and experiencing 
that noise is shrinking, it’s 
getting smaller,” he said. 

“The planes are changing 
out, and these planes are a 
lot quieter than what they 
used to be. There’s no more 
707s, there’s no more 727s 
— those things were really 
very, very loud.”

To log complaints, call 
1-800-225-1071. Complaints 
can also be submitted 
through planenoise.com/
panynj/daPRAbf9.

Information about 
Queens Quiet Skies, a non-
profit that advocates for 
relief from airplane noise 
for all Queens residents, 
is available at queensqui-
etskies.org. The group can 
be contacted at queensqui-
etskies@aol.com.

Continued from Page 5 

Planes

time exhibitor, wearing a 
clown nose as he passed out 
brochures.

“I’m a Queens guy 
from Forest Hills. I’ve al-
ways heard of this event 
and thought it was a good 
way to promote the circus 
because we’re coming to 

Queens from mid-May to 
mid-June,” he said.

Even though it was 
billed as the largest trade 
event in Queens with a re-
cord turnout of more than 
3,500 visitors and 130 ex-
hibitors, Dana Frankel, the 
partnership’s director of 
economic development, did 
have one regret: It was not 
in Long Island City.

“This used to be done 

at the Water’s Edge, but it 
outgrew the restaurant and 
we needed more space,” she 
said. “Unfortuneately, there 
isn’t a venue large enough 
back in LIC. It would be 
great to have it back in the 
neighborhood.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538.

Continued from Page 19 

Expo
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
Just two minutes. 

That’s all Monsignor Mc-
Clancy needed to change 
its fortunes against Ken-
nedy Catholic and clinch 
its third straight city soc-
cer title.

Trailing by a goal for 
nearly the entire game, the 
Crusaders scored twice 
late to pull out a dramatic 
2-1 victory in the CHSAA 
Class A boy’s soccer final 
at Fordham University last 
Saturday.

The comeback started 
in the 72nd minute, then 
Alex Ulic placed a beautiful 
pass into the box and senior 
Michael Ferrara headed the 
ball in. Two minutes later, 
star senior Joey Mifsud 
dribbled a ball down the 
left side and blasted a shot 
from 20 yards out past the 
Kennedy Catholic keeper 
for the eventual winning 
goal. He fell to his knees in 
celebration.

“I thought it’s my se-
nior year, I gotta go out 
with a bang,” Mifsud said. 
“I thought when I got the 
ball, I might as well take 
a shot. You never know es-
pecially in a final. I didn’t 
get to see the whole goal, 
but I saw the ball go in and 

I knew right there that we 
won the game.”

McClancy (13-2-1) didn’t 
start the game the way it 
had hoped and allowed 
Kennedy Catholic to take 
control. Their opponent 
won the possession game in 
the first half and moved the 
ball flawlessly around the 
Crusaders’ defense. The 
Gaels (14-1-1) jumped out to 
a 1-0 lead in the 17th minute 
after senior Gareth Esteves 
passed the ball in the box 
to Tom Cioffi, who tapped 
it perfectly into the back of 
the net. McClancy came out 
with a different energy in 
the second half.

“We told these guys to 
keep fighting,” McClancy 
Coach Michael Sylvester 
said. “In the first half we 
were a little shaky, but 
we knew we had to settle 
in and play our game. We 
called on the seniors. We 
had to lean on them, these 
guys stepped up, Joey and 
Mike put one in for us.”

The Gaels joined the 
CHSAA this season and 
were a new threat to the 
Crusaders’ reign. The 
teams got to know each 
other during a regular sea-
son battle that Kennedy 
Catholic won 1-0. McClancy 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Holy Cross football 

Coach Tom Pugh talks 
about how a player defines 
his career by how well he 
performs against St. Fran-
cis Prep. Well, Brandon 
Jackson is hitting legend-
ary status at this point.

The senior has been 
a serious thorn in the Ter-
riers’ side and only added 
to that in the biggest game 
between the Francis Lewis 
Boulevard rivals in more 
than a decade. Jackson’s 
65-yard punt return for a 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter was the deciding 
score in No. 6 Holy Cross’ 
20-13 victory over No. 3 St. 
Francis Prep in the CHSFL 
Class AAA quarterfinals 
Saturday night at Mitchel 
Field. It gave the Knights a 
20-6 lead with 4:23 remain-
ing in the school’s first 
playoff meeting since 1997.

“He loves that game,” 
Pugh said.

It wasn’t the first time 
Jackson burned SFP, which 
was making its first ‘AAA’ 
playoff appearance since 
2008. In last year’s Turkey 
Bowl win he had a punt re-
turn touchdown and two in-
terceptions, one of which he 
returned for a score. This 
season’s victory meant 
more than that because of 
the setting.

“It’s a great feeling, es-
pecially it being my senior 
year, my last time to face 
these guys,” Jackson said. 
“To send them home in a 
playoff game, you can’t ask 
for a better situation.”

His score, behind a 
caravan of blockers, includ-
ing Sal DiCamillo, down 
the left sideline came short-

ly after the Terriers nearly 
tied the score down 13-6 
with 8:56 left in the game.

Marquis Gordon 
fumbled the ball near the 
goal line. The line judge 
signaled touchdown as the 
back judge called a touch-
back after the ball rolled 
out of the back of the end 
zone. The officials eventu-
ally ruled it a touchback 
and gave Holy Cross (7-3) 
the ball instead of the Ter-
riers putting points on the 
board.

Knights linebacker 
Jordan Francklin said the 
ball was knocked out of 
Gordon’s hands from before 
he could cross the goal line. 
St. Francis Prep assistant 
Coach Richie Carroll didn’t 
get a good look at the play, 
but noted that the referee 
with the best view called 
for a score.

“Someone who didn’t 
have the angle waved it 
off,” he said.

St. Francis Prep (8-
2) still got itself back into 
the game when quarter-
back William Gluck, who 
was 5-for-10 passing for 
137 yards, connected with 
Michael Hartgrove (three 
catches, 67 yards) for a 49-
yard touchdown pass to cut 
the Cross lead to 20-13 with 
3:00 left in the game.

The Knights, like they 
did all game, pounded the 
run to close it out. Senior 
Brandon Pelzer, who car-
ried the ball 16 times for 89 
yards and a score, picked 
up three yards on a fourth-
and-1 to seal the win. 
Francklin ran for 75 yards 
on 17 carries.

“Seniors have to step 
up at the end of games,” 
Pelzer said.

He gave Cross a 7-0 lead 
in the second quarter with 
a 1-yard score. The advan-
tage didn’t last long. SFP 
answered right back with 
a 1-yard touchdown run by 
Tariq Olivier that pulled 
his team within 7-6 before 
halftime. Chris Manfre 
added a 24-yard scoring 
run on the opening drive of 
the third quarter to extend 
the Cross lead to 13-6.

The Knights advance 
to their first semifinal 
since 2009 and travel to No. 
2 Chaminade this Satur-
day. Holy Cross lost just 3-0 
to the Flyers in the regular 
season meeting.

“We know it’s going to 
be a tough game,” Jackson 
said. “It was a battle last 
time. Hopefully, we can ex-
ecute and come out with a 
win.”

Continued on Page 49

Holy Cross quarterback Akini Primus hands the ball to running back Brandon Pelzer. 
Photo by William Thomas

Monsignor McClancy celebrates after beating Kennedy Catholic for 
the CHSAA Class A soccer championship. Photo by Robert Cole

McClancy team rallies 
with late goals for title

Holy Cross runs past Prep
Jackson scores on punt return to propel Knights into semifi nals
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

48

TL

SPORTS
BT

52
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, N
OV

. 1
5-

21
, 2

01
3  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Joseph Loboco  
dropped to his knees and 
put his head in his hands as 
the final horn sounded on 
his St. Francis Prep career 
and a season that went fur-
ther than his team could 
have imagined.

The Terriers went as 
far as they could go, but 
were unable to bring home 
the ultimate prize after 
falling to St. Anthony’s 2-0 
in the CHSAA boy’s soccer 
state championship game 
Monday afternoon at Bel-
son Stadium. The crown 
would have been SFP’s first 
since 2003.

“The first couple of 
games were very shaky,” 
said Loboco, the team’s top 
defender. “Later on we all 
came together as a team.”

His squad’s chance at 
a state crown was severely 
hindered when senior mid-
fielder Brandon Silva was 
ejected from the game in 

the 24th minute when he 
was given a straight red 
car. Friars midfielder Jus-
tin Carfora fouled Silva, 
who scored the lone goal 
in the Terriers’ state semi-
final win. Before he got up 
he kicked Carfora in full 

view of the official. It left 
the Terriers a man down 
for the rest of the match.

“It’s tough losing one 
of your best players, espe-
cially one of our best mid-
fielders” Loboco said.

SFP (14-4-2) was still 

able to hold the Friars (22-1-
1) scoreless in the first half, 
thanks to the play of Loboco 
and keeper Chris Kilcarr. 
The Friars, however, struck 
quickly after the break. T.J. 
Butzke put in a 28-yard free 
kick in the 45th minute. St. 

Anthony’s greatly outshot 
the Terriers in the second 
half and tallied the second 
goal when Nick Cestaro 
dribbled through the SFP 
defense and scored in the 
69th minute.

“We came into the 

game expecting more, but 
obviously the red card 
early and your team lost 
momentum,” Kilcarr said. 
“We played 45 minutes with 
no goal scored, but the free 
kick happened.”

Being in the state final 
appeared unlikely after a 
uncertain start to the sea-
son. St. Francis Prep was 
outplayed by Archbishop 
Molloy and fell to Xaverian. 
SFP got better as the year 
went and played its best 
soccer in the post season. It 
beat Archdiocesan champi-
on Fordham Prep in the in-
tersectional semifinal, top 
rival Archbishop Molloy in 
the title game and fell a win 
short of the final piece.

“After three or four 
games this year we didn’t 
think we were going this 
far,” Terriers Coach Fran-
co Purificato said. “We had 
no thoughts of this. Then 
things started coming to-
gether late in the season 
and we made a nice run.”

Consider the Holy 
Cross and St. Francis Prep 
football rivalry back where 
it belongs even if it was 
played on the wrong boule-
vard.

The resurgence of the 
Terriers’ program made 
the Battle of the Francis 
Lewis a true battle again 
despite taking place on 
Charles Lindbergh Bou-
levard in Hempstead, L.I. 
The two rivals produced 
the most competitive game 
in five years in the Knights’ 

20-13 win in the CHSFL 
Class AAA quarterfinals at 
Mitchel Field Saturday.

“I give them credit,” 
Holy Cross running back 
Brandon Pelzer said of St. 
Francis Prep. “That’s a 
good team. They belonged 
today.”

The Knights, winners 
of five straight against SFP, 
still own the rivalry on the 
field. The last St. Francis 
Prep victory was back in 
2008, when the school made 
its last Class AAA playoff 
appearance before this sea-
son. A handful of lopsided 
losses followed, including 
19-0 last year.

The latest version was 
no such thing.

“We’re getting closer,” 
Terriers assistant Coach 

Richie Carroll said.
The programs them-

selves couldn’t be closely 
tied together. The players 
are former Pop Warner 
teammates. Cross running 
back Jordan Francklin’s 
sister Skylar is a junior at 
St. Francis Prep rooting for 
the Knights. Terriers quar-
terback William Gluck’s 
father was a cornerback at 
Holy Cross, just to name a 
few.

“That’s my little sis-
ter,” Francklin said. “She’s 
on my side.”

The players talked 
about the extra hype and 
buildup around this game, 
the first playoff meeting 
since 1997. Teachers, class-
mates and friends couldn’t 

BY ANTHONY PARELLI

Queens High School of 
Teaching’s Jasmine Bustos 
didn’t expect to play the 
hero. The senior did fulfill 
the role masterfully by re-
cording a hat trick in the 
biggest game of her career.

Her goals were more 
than enough to lift the Ti-
gers to a 4-0 win over Frank 
Sinatra in the PSAL Class 
B girl’s soccer final Satur-
day morning on Randall’s 
Island. The victory gave 
Queens HS of Teaching (15-
1-0) its first championship 
since 2008 and it is the first 
of Bustos’ career. The game 
was a battle of division ri-
vals that split the two regu-
lar season meetings.

“I knew this was a dif-

ficult team,” she said. “We 
went in all or nothing, but 
I didn’t think I was scoring 
three.”

Bustos, who has 49 
goals and 24 assists this 
season, tallied scores in the 
12th, 45th and 54th minutes. 
The first goal came when 

she corralled the ball with 
her back to the net, spun 
and beat the Sinatra goal-
keeper Constantin Dres 
to give her team the early 
lead. Her two second-half 
goals happened on almost 
identical plays as she drib-

Members of Queens High School for Teaching’s soccer team cel-
ebrate their victory. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

St. Francis Prep players react to St. Anthony’s’ second goal, making the score 2-0. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bustos’ hat trick powers 
Tigers to PSAL B crown

Playoff clash breathes new life 
into Battle of Boulevard rivalry

Terriers’ state title hopes dashed by Friars
St. Anthony’s completes shutout of St. Francis Prep after star midfi elder Silva ejected from fi nal

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 5349 49
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
St. John’s Prep erased 

the memory of last season’s 
title game defeat.

The Red Storm left no 
doubt this time around with 
a 3-1 win against Bishop 
Ford in the CHSAA Class B 
boys’ soccer final Saturday 
at Fordham University.

“We had a rough sea-
son, but we played to the 
end and we knew we were 
going to get here,” St. John’s 
Prep Coach Pietro Asaro 
said. “The seniors that are 
going to leave, they made a 
big difference.”

St. John’s Prep (9-1-2) 

held the lead throughout 
the entire game. The Red 
Storm got out to a fast start 
in the 11th minute when 
senior Bernardo Arminio 
floated the ball past the 
Bishop Ford keeper from 22 
yards out to give his club an 
early 1-0 lead.

St. John’s continued its 
onslaught on Bishop Ford 
(6-6-1) to start the second 
half. It took a 2-0 lead in the 
43rd minute when Gabriel 
Restaino put the ball in all 
the way from the left corner 
as the ball hit off the keeper 
into the net.

Bishop Ford answered 
back two minutes later 

when Nigel Richards ran it 
up from midfield and blast-
ed the ball in to cut the defi-
cit to 2-1. The Falcons made 
a game out of it in the sec-
ond half, as they got more 
shots on net and moved the 
ball around quicker.

St. John’s dimmed 
any chances for a Bishop 
Ford comeback in the 57th 
minute, when senior Lenin 
Sales gave a beautiful pass 
in the box to freshman Jar-
ed Daly. He calmly put the 
ball in the net to make the 
score 3-1. Despite being a 
man down in the 70th min-
ute after getting a red card, 
St. John’s still controlled 

play and didn’t make any 
mistakes. It showed the 
maturity Asaro has seen 
grow over this three years 
as coach.

“They really grew up,” 
he said. “They listen, the 
seniors listen and do what 
they’re supposed to do.”

For the Red Storm se-
niors, this is the way they 
wanted to go out after fall-
ing last year.

“We wanted this 
championship more than 
anything,” Sales said. “Ev-
erybody has more unity, ev-
erybody wants to win.”St. John’s Prep player Gregory Cudmore celebrates a goal 

during the championship match against Bishop Ford. 
Photo by Robert Cole

Red Storm beats Ford to win boys’ soccer championship

didn’t let the same thing 
happen when it mattered 
most. It left Ferrara having 
trouble describing what it’s 

like to end his senior year 
with another title.

“To make history as a 
senior it’s honestly ridicu-
lous,” he said. “I can’t ex-
plain the feeling.”

It’s a moment and a leg-
acy Mifsud, who has been 

a part of all three crowns, 
will always remember.

“Four years it’s been 
my life now. I’m not going 
to forget these four years,” 
Mifsud said.

bled through numerous de-
fenders and beat the keeper 
to the left side of the net.

“She’s awesome,” 
QHST Coach Alfonso Fer-
nandez said. “Not just to-
day. She’s the best striker 
in the city. She played beau-
tiful.”

The Tigers’ other goal 
was scored on a free kick in 
the 38th minute when Mak-
enzie Saborowski found 
the back of the net from 35 

yards out against Sinatra 
(14-2-0) Saborowski looped 
it perfectly over the keep-
er’s hands and into the top 
far corner of the net.

“Mackenzie is one of 
the strongest players not 
only on my team, but I be-
lieve in the whole city,” Fer-
nandez said. “She’s always 
ready to play.”

As big a factor as the 
offense for the Tigers so 
was the play of their de-
fense, led by defender Ka-
trina Cardenas. She helped 
her team allow only three 
shots on goal throughout 

the contest.
“Katrina is my cap-

tain,” Fernandez said. 
“The whole defense played 
awesome.”

Both Bustos and 
Cardenas will participate 
in this weekend’s Mayor’s 
Cup, featuring the best se-
nior soccer players in the 
city. They head there as 
city champions.

“It means everything, 
especially now,” Bustos 
said of the title. “It’s my last 
year and I really wanted 
this.”

stop talking about it all 
week. Carroll said there 
was nothing that needed to 
be said to get his team up 
for this contest.

“It was probably the 
biggest game I’ve ever 
played in my life,” St. Fran-
cis Prep wide receiver Mi-
chael Hartgrove said. “Ev-
erybody was ready for it.”

This was the way the 
game was supposed to be, 

emotions high and brag-
ging rights at stake. A few 
thousand people packing 
St. John’s University like 
the old days may have been 
the only thing missing. No 
Thanksgiving game gim-
mick was needed to build 
excitement or interest. The 
only words needed to do so 
should be St. Francis Prep 
vs. Holy Cross.

“They are right down 
the block from us,” Franck-
lin said. “We take the same 
bus route.”

Still, the players knew 
this contest was unique 

because of the postseason 
implications. The Terriers 
were unbeaten in league 
play and their seniors were 
in search of their first var-
sity playoff win. Holy Cross 
was trying to get back to 
the semifinals for the first 
time since 2009.

“That defines your 
career for these kids,” 
Knights Coach Tom Pugh 
said. “Make it a playoff 
game and it adds a little bit 
more on to it.”

The Battle of the Bou-
levard has new life.

Continued from Page 48 

Rivalry

Continued from Page 45 

McClancy

Continued from Page 48 

Teaching

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Georgia Kearney-

Perry and her St. John’s 
University women’s soccer 
teammates were notice-
ably nervous waiting to 
hear their NCAA tourna-
ment fates at Taffner Field 
House.

The junior defender 
made certain to sit in the 
same chair where she had 
spent the last two seasons 
at meetings. Another 
teammate’s spirits were 
boosted after finding a 
penny heads-up.

“I’ve been pretty anx-
ious all day,” Kearney-Per-
ry said. “I wasn’t ready for 
the season to be over.”

The team eventually 
got to cheer loudly when 
they were given new life 
and the program’s first 
tournament berth since 
2009. The Red Storm will 
travel to face the No. 
3-seeded University of Cen-
tral Florida, the American 
Athletic Conference cham-
pion, 7 p.m. Saturday.

“It’s the ultimate con-
gratulations, the ultimate 
reward,” Kearney-Perry 
said.

St. John’s earned it 
with one of the program’s 
best seasons. It went 11-5-
3 and lost to Marquette in 
the Big East semifinals 
last week.

Sophomore Rachel 

Daly also made history. 
She became SJU’s all-time 
single season leader in 
points (47) and goals (22). 
Daly did that playing in 
front of a veteran defense 
led by Kearney-Perry, Sar-
ah Ashmore and Hailey 
Hemmer.

Red Storm Coach Ian 
Stone likes the matchup 
against UCF. He describes 
that as a technical team 
like his own, which strug-
gle more against physical 
opponents. Stone thinks 
if it plays well enough, 
St. John’s will make the 
Sweet 16.

“You have all those 
pieces in place,” he said. 

SJU women’s soccer team earns 
NCAA tournament appearance
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borough president on a pi-
lot program to create safe 
zones around schools with 
features such as more prom-
inent crosswalks and better 
signage. After the program 
caught fire, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
conducted a study and iden-
tified 135 elementary and 
middle-school campuses 
across the five boroughs, 
including 33 in Queens, as 
high priorities.

“Obviously it makes it 
safer for the children who 
walk to and from school, 
but it also benefits the 
entire community,” said 
Transportation Alterna-
tives Planning Director 
Jennifer Grodzeno, “specif-
ically when the schools are 
near community hubs.”

The idea spread and in 
2005 Washington approved 

the Safe Accountable Flex-
ible Efficient Transporta-
tion Equality Act, which 
set aside $244.1 billion 
through 2012 to invest in 
surface transportation 
across the country. The 
federal Highway Admin-
istration announced $1.1 
billion in awards to be paid 
out to states over that time 
through the Safe Routes to 
School program.

The DOT said that in 
total it has set aside $15 mil-
lion for projects at 13 bor-
ough schools, including the 
completed improvements at 
PS 136 in St. Albans.

As of this past June, 
New York state had com-
mitted 37 percent of the 
$53.2 million it had been al-
located.

Earlier this year pub-
lic-health researchers at 
Columbia University re-
leased a study showing that 
the rate of pedestrian in-
jury among children ages 
5 to 19 decreased 44 percent 

during school-travel hours 
in areas where SRTS was 
implemented. The rate 
remained virtually un-
changed in areas without 
the program, the study 
showed.

“Implementation of 
the SRTS program in New 
York City has contributed 
to a marked reduction in 
pedestrian injury in school-
aged children,” researchers 
wrote.

Under SAFETEA, 
transportation dollars had 
been specifically set aside 
for Safe Route programs, 
but when the federal gov-
ernment passed a new 
transportation bill in June, 
it let states spend the mon-
ey at their discretion, leav-
ing Safe Route programs 
optional.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

tion.
Everett left for Las Ve-

gas immediately after the 
incident. Las Vegas police 
caught up with him there 
and arrested him April 9, 
2010, Brown said.

Police brought Everett 
back to New York later that 
month and he has been held 
without bail since his ar-
rest.

“The defendant stands 
convicted of violently tak-
ing the life of another hu-
man being in her own home 
and then tampering with 
the body in an attempt to 

escape justice,” the district 
attorney said in a state-
ment. “Such a vicious act of 
violence demonstrates that 
this defendant is a threat to 
society and deserving of a 
lengthy prison sentence.”

Everett is scheduled 
to be sentenced Dec. 5. He 
faces up to 40 years to life 
in prison.

of July 2016.
The school was de-

signed by the architecture 
firm Pei Cobb Freed & Part-

ners, which has drawn up 
the plans for project such 
as the Grand Louvre in 
Paris, the Fordham Univer-
sity Law School at Lincoln 
Square and the Queens 
Family Court house in Ja-
maica.

The building’s struc-

tural engineer, the firm of 
Ysrael A. Seinuk, said on 
its website that the long, 
sloped school building is 
split between classrooms 
on one side and assembly 
spaces on another “distin-
guished by their precast 
concrete panels.”

killed in Woodside, as a call 
to action. 

More than 60 people 
fought off the bitter cold 
and gathered at the Langs-
ton Hughes Library, at 100-
01 Northern Blvd., where 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferraras (D-East Elmhurst) 
spoke to the crowd.

“We need to send a 
clear message that we have 
a crisis in our neighbor-
hoods,” Ferreras said. “We 
need the Department of 
Transportation to increase 
the size of our slow zones 
and add traffic islands.”

The councilwoman 
said the mindset at the city 
agency has to change as 
well.

“Everytime we ask for 
these things, we’re told that 
there aren’t enough acci-
dents. Enough is enough,” 
she said.

After the speech, 
the group marched along 
Northern Boulevard, stop-
ping at a memorial that 
marks the spot where Olvin 
Figueroa was killed.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) spoke 
to the crowd, saying, “The 
deaths of three children, 
here in our community, 

are a painful and sober-
ing reminder that there is 
much more that needs to be 
done.”

The crowd of marchers 
grew to 100 as it moved on to 
St. Mark’s Church, at 95-18 
Northern Blvd., where the 
marching band from Luis 
Bravo’s school, IS 230, per-
formed and city Public Ad-
vocate-elect Letitia James 
spoke to the children of the 
community and gave them 
credit for taking part in the 
march.

The crowd continued 
on to 37th Avenue, where 60 
more people were waiting 
for another rally at the post 
office.

A statement from 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) was read 
aloud.

“We must redouble our 
efforts to ensure necessary 
traffic-calming solutions 
are put in place to protect 
all pedestrians,” the state-
ment said. “The residents 
of Jackson Heights and Co-
rona deserve to walk the 
streets of their neighbor-
hood without the fear of be-
ing struck by a vehicle.”

Dr. Laura Newman, a 
psychologist and co-found-
er of the group Three Chil-
dren Too Many, said, “The 
event was a huge success. It 
was simultaneously painful 
and the most hopeful thing 
we’ve ever participated in.”

“To have over 200 peo-
ple take part was absolutely 
terrific considering it was 
our first event,” Furlong 
said. “I’d call it an unquali-
fied success.”

workers looking for retro-
active raises and new con-
tracts — challenges that 
will require the ambitious 
progressive to be pragmat-
ic.

But a lot has changed 
since Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg stepped into the 
office in 2002, and in the 
digital age his successor is 
getting some help.

A coalition of foun-
dations has organized a 
campaign dubbed Talking 
Transition to help bring 
the public into the transi-
tion process. With a tent 

set up in SoHo, the Twitter 
hashtag #TalkingTransi-
tion and mobile tents ready 
to pop up in places such as 
Flushing, Elmhurst and Ja-
maica, the campaign is ask-
ing New Yorkers to weigh 
in with their thoughts and 
ideas.

Louis is bullish on 
some of de Blasio’s initia-
tives — such as successful-
ly lobbying Albany to raise 
the income tax on the city’s 
top earners — but said the 
new mayor will have to 
flesh out some of his cam-
paign promises.

For example, the city 
Housing Authority current-
ly has a $14 billion hole in 
its budget. When asked on 
the campaign trail how he 

would address the red ink, 
de Blasio said he would stop 
having NYCHA pay the Po-
lice Department to provide 
security on its properties, 
a solution that would save 
only $75 million.

“Well, when you’re in 
the heat of the debate, that’s 
a good enough answer and 
everybody claps and then 
you move on, but you know 
the election is over. The de-
bates are over,” Louis said. 
“Jan. 1 he gets sworn in. 
That $14 billion accumu-
lated debt is still there and 
you know you say you’re 
going to fire John Rhea, the 
head of the housing author-
ity. OK, now he’s fired. Now 
it’s Jan. 2. Now what?”

Continued from Page 1 
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Hundreds march through the streets of Corona and Jackson 
Heights demanding safer streets for pedestrians after three tragic 
deaths. Photo by Bill Parry

Berg also said SNAP 
contributes to the economy. 
It provides income to gro-
cery stores, delivery people 
and food warehouses. Pro-
gram cuts can result in the 
loss of jobs, he said.

The reduction also puts 
an additional strain on food 
pantries and soup kitchens, 
which are already cutting 
back their hours and ra-
tioning food, Berg said.

“This is particularly 
important for Queens be-
cause it’s a borough of 
working people,” Berg 
continued. “Most of the 
people on SNAP are work-
ing people. And the truth 
of the matter is that work-
ing people get so few other 
forms of support.”

It is up to Congress to 

undo the cuts to SNAP, but 
in the meantime anti-hun-
ger activists are working to 
prevent even further reduc-
tions to the program.

Federal lawmakers 
have proposed making the 
eligibility requirements 
more stringent, which 
would affect between 4 mil-
lion and 6 million Ameri-
cans, according to the Cen-
ter on Budget Policy and 
Priority. They have pro-
posed cutting up to $40 bil-
lion. The reason for those 
cuts is to decrease the na-
tional debt.

“Things will go from 
worse to worser,” Berg said. 
“Additional cuts would be 
the most counterproduc-
tive, heartless policy I can 
possibly imagine.”

Political leaders from 
around Queens, especially 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) have been out-

spoken about preventing 
further cuts.

She said the cuts are 
devastating for New York-
ers.

“Congress needs to 
restore support for SNAP 
and come together to pass 
legislation that prevents 
additional cuts to this vital 
program,” she said.

Mayor-elect Bill de 
Blasio also criticized fed-
eral lawmakers.

“No New Yorker should 
go to bed hungry because 
of an extreme ideological 
agenda in Washington,” he 
said in a statement. “Our 
families are suffering. The 
recession and Superstorm 
Sandy have taken a terrible 
toll — and now Republican 
obstructionists are adding 
more pain on hardworking 
people.”

Continued from Page 4 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio 
campaigned on a populist mes-
sage the city was ready to hear, 
NY1 host Errol Louis told York 
College last week, and his transi-
tion to City Hall will depend on 
how the city helps him to turn 
that message into policy.

“And so a lot of the coverage 
you’re going to see is going to be 
about Bill de Blasio and his fam-
ily and his party and his beliefs 
... but I think it’s really important 
that we not leave out the most im-
portant ingredients, which were 
not just the people who came to 
vote this week but the people all 
throughout the year who got in-
volved,” the host of “Inside City 
Hall” told the attendees at the first 
executive leadership breakfast of 
the school year. “And it’s impor-
tant that not simply fall off.”

“Believe me, what we have 
now is a mayor-elect who has 
some ideas and some input and 
a leadership team that got him 
through the election, but they are 
very much going to need more 
help, more ideas, more people,” 
he added.

There are just about six 
weeks until the inauguration 
of the city’s first new mayor in 
12 years, when de Blasio will be 
greeted with a $2 billion budget 
gap and some 300,000 municipal 

Continued on Page 50

BY BILL PARRY

Outraged by the tragic death 
of a 4-year-old boy in October, 
hundreds took to the streets of 
Corona and Jackson Heights 
Tuesday night to demand better 

traffic safety and strict enforce-
ment of traffic laws.

The event was planned by 
the group Three Children Too 
Many, formed after Olvin Yhair 
Figueroa of Corona was struck 
and killed by a driver charged 

with being drunk as the tot 
crossed the intersection of North-
ern Boulevard and Junction Bou-
levard with his pregnant mother.

“This is the culmination of 
a year of carnage on our streets,” 
said co-founder Cristina Furlong, 

who also pointed to the deaths 
of two others: 11-year old Miguel 
Torres, killed on Northern Bou-
levard last December, and 19-
year old Luis Bravo, of Jackson 
Heights, who was struck and 

APARTMENT INFERNO

Firefighters rescue a woman from a four-alarm blaze on 129th Street in Richmond Hill. See story on Page 10. Photo by  Roy Renna / BMR Breaking News

Continued on Page 50
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city is planning 

to use eminent domain to 
clear the way for a 796-seat 
elementary/middle school 
in Corona, one of the most 
overcrowded neighbor-
hoods in the five boroughs.

The city School Con-
struction Authority filed 
a petition in Queens Su-
preme court in late October 
seeking to condemn two 
properties on the eastern 
side of 98th Street between 
50th and Christie avenues 
in order to make way for 
the construction of the five-
story, 105,000-square-foot 
PS/IS 298.

The properties are 
owned by two companies, 
5051 LLC and Corsalini 
Associates LLC, and the 
grounds are used primar-
ily as a parking lot for Ve-
rizon. The property owners 
could not be reached for 
comment.

A court date on the 
proceedings has been set 
for Dec. 6.

Together, the two piec-

es of property stretch most 
of the length along 98th 
Street north from Christie 
Avenue on a 100-feet-deep 
strip of land behind the 
overcrowded IS 61.

IS 61’s 207,407-square-
foot building is operating at 
117 percent of capacity with 
338 students more than the 
approximately 2,000 seats 
the school is equipped to 
handle.

The school is in west-
ern Queens’ District 24, the 
most overcrowded in the 
city with a shortage of some 
4,840 seats and a shortage 
of available land on which 
to construct new school 
houses. The city Depart-
ment of Education opened 
three schools in the area in 
September, but all were co-
located in existing school 
buildings.

PS/IS 298 would 
serve students in Corona, 
Elmhurst and LeFrak City. 
Construction on the $86.45 
million project is expected 
to start July 2014 with an 
estimated completion date 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Community Board 9 
had one less member as of 
Tuesday night, but it was 
not Sam Esposito.

Immediately after the 
board voted to retain Es-
posito, who was accused 
of making anti-Semitic 
remarks earlier this year, 
Wallace Bock stood up and 
resigned.

“I cannot in good con-
science continue to sit on 
a board like this that will 
condone the behavior of 
Sam Esposito,” he said.

Of the board’s 44 mem-
bers who were present at 
their meeting at the Royal 
Indian Palace in Richmond 
Hill Tuesday night, 34 voted 
against Esposito’s removal 
and 10 voted in favor of it.

CB 9 comprises Kew 
Gardens, Woodhaven, Rich-
mond Hill and Ozone Park.

The controversy cen-
ters around an e-mail 
Esposito wrote over the 
summer in which he criti-
cized three other members 
— Evelyn Baron, Wallace 
Bock and Jan Fenster — 
for complaining about food 
served at a gathering. Es-
posito allegedly repeatedly 
referred to the Jewish faith 
throughout the e-mail.  The 
TimesLedger has not seen a 
copy of the e-mail.

According to Esposito, 
he ordered food from a ko-
sher deli, but Baron, Bock 
and Fenster did not eat it, 
saying it “was not Kosher 
enough” because the deli is 
open Saturdays. When he 
ordered food from another 

establishment, they still re-
fused to eat it, Esposito said 
in a telephone interview.

Esposito said he tried 
to appease them, but they 
were ungrateful.

The three members 
took the comments in Es-
posito’s e-mail to be offen-
sive and asked for his re-
moval from the board.

Baron and Fenster left 
Tuesday’s meeting with 
Bock, but they did not in-
dicate whether they were 
formally resigning. They 
declined to comment fur-
ther.

The vote did not come 
without acrimony.

Board members ar-
gued throughout the meet-
ing and debated voting 
procedure. For the third 
month in a row, Esposito 
and James Coccovillo, 
chairman of the board, 
butted heads.

Coccovillo said he vot-
ed to remove Esposito be-
cause of his conduct at past 
meetings, low attendance 
and other issues.

“Anybody who leaves 
the board because of an-
other person — that’s some-
thing that has to be looked 
at,” he said about Bock’s 
resignation.

Coccovillo said he 
would stand by the vote 
of the board, although he 
would check with Borough 
Hall to ensure that voting 
procedures had been cor-
rectly followed.

Esposito said the 
three members’ request to 
remove him was actually 
retaliation for his support 
of Mary Ann Carey, the dis-
trict manager of the board. 
Earlier in the year board 
members attempted to fire 
Carey from her job on the 
grounds that her work 

performance was suffer-
ing. Ultimately, in June the 
board decided to put her on 
a six-month probationary 
period.

Esposito said it was 
not right to “bully” Carey 
because she has dedicated 
more than 30 years of ser-
vice to the community.

Carey declined to com-
ment.

Esposito said execu-
tive board members have 
treated him with hostility 
since the incident.

“I’m sorry he’s gone,” 
he said about Bock’s res-
ignation. “I always had re-
spect for Wally and we were 
always able to work togeth-
er — until this time.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. The city is planning on using eminent domain to make way for PS/

IS 298 in Corona. Rendering courtesy Pei Cobb Freed & Partners

Community Board 9 voted to keep Sam Esposito (c.) on the board. Photo by Bianca Fortis

City is clearing way 
for Corona school

CB9 member saved by vote
Three leave heated meeting over alleged anti-Semitic comments

Continued on Page 50



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 15-21, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
3

TL

BY BILL PARRY

A Woodside man will 
be honored by the Partner-
ship for Parks for starting 
a group made up of vol-
unteers who clean neigh-
borhood greenspaces and 
streets, remove graffiti and 
plant trees.

David Rosasco will 
receive the Golden Trowel 
Award for superb park ac-
tivism from his Woodside 
Neighborhood Association, 
a group that sets an exam-
ple for others around the 
city, according to the part-
nership.

The volunteer group 
started seven years ago.

“I had just returned af-
ter 12 years in Japan,” Ro-
sasco said, “and I couldn’t 
believe the filth beneath the 
No. 7 subway station on 61st 
Street. I grabbed a broom 
and started sweeping. That 
was my introduction to vol-

unteerism.”
People would join 

Rosasco and over time 
they graduated from daily 
sweeping to major projects 
on the weekends. Neighbor-
hood churches and busi-
nesses became involved 
and in 2012 they partnered 
with Greening Western 
Queens, a conservation 
group that was born out of 
Con Edison’s $7.9 million 
settlement after the black-
out of 2006.

Together they have 
planted 192 trees through-
out Woodside and trained 
volunteers to care for 
them.

“We encourage and 
support New Yorkers who 
are devoted to caring for 
their local greenspaces 
and communities,” said Sa-
bina Saragoussi, director 
of Partnerships for Parks. 
“David’s work embodies 
that same spirit. His dedi-

cated and passionate efforts 
have had a visible, posi-
tive effect on his Woodside 
neighborhood.”

Rosasco developed his 
work ethic while studying 
language in Japan.

“In Japan, people do a 
lot more doing and less talk-
ing,” he said, adding that 
“ancient organizations and 
civic associations are more 
interested in fund-raising, 
they talk a good game.”

While Rosasco was 
happy to have the support 
of area leaders like City 
Councilmen Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) and Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
other elected officials came 

up short. 
“If I wanted to put up 

luxury housing, then it 
would be so packed with 
politicians, there wouldn’t 
be enough oxygen in the 
room,” he said.

The Woodside Neigh-
borhood Association enjoys 
support from the city Sani-
tation Department and the 
Long Island Rail Road.

“They never deny us 
anything,” said Rosasco. 
“All it took was to talk to 
the people on the ground.”

When he accepts the 
Golden Trowel Award Nov. 
16 at Partnership for Parks’ 
citywide conference, Rosas-
co will lavish praise on the 
members of his group.

“They’re my com-
rades, I believe in the peo-
ple of this community,” he 
said. “Everyone is working 
together. Washington, D.C., 
should take a look at us to 
see how it’s done.”

Woodside resident to receive parks honor for his activism
Golden Trowel Award will be bestowed upon David Rosasco, who helped plant 192 trees in neighborhood

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®
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David Rosasco (on the right) with members of his Woodside Neighborhood Association that provide 
consistent care in parks. Photo courtesy David Rosasco
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) has 
warned that a federal tax 
advantage saving each 
mass transit user in the 
New York metropolitan 
area at least $1,000 a year 
could expire at the end of 
this year.

“We cannot let the 
transit benefit get knocked 
off the tracks,” Schumer 
said. “New York commut-
ers need every tax break 
they can get.”

What could be in jeop-
ardy is the Commuter Par-
ity Act of 2013, provisions 
of which allow public tran-
sit users to pay for the cost 
of their commutes with up 
to $245 in pretax dollars 
monthly through company 
administered programs 
like WageWorks.

If the tax advantage is 
not extended, the allowable 
amount of deductible would 
fall to $l30 a month, which 
is the pre-2013 figure, along 
with a small inflation in-
crease starting Jan. 1, 2014.

Schumer noted that 
the current $245 per month 
benefit fully covers the 
monthly cost of riding all 
major mass transit systems 
in New York City, includ-
ing subway, bus, express 
bus and most of Metro-
North Railroad and Long 
Island Rail Road commut-
ing costs.

The tax benefit has 
been used by more than 

700,000 riders of mass 
transit in the Metropoli-
tan Area for a savings of at 
least $330,000 since Jan. 1, 
2013, according to figures 
calculated by Schumer’s 
staff.

“As the price of com-
muting continues to climb, 
this tax break has become 
increasingly vital,” Schum-
er said. “Mass transit is the 
lifeblood of the New York 
area and this provision 
helps keep it flowing and 
affordable.”

Schumer acknowl-
edged that members of Con-
gress from states that have 
little or no mass transit 
might oppose extending the 
Commuter Parity Act by 
two years.

“Nevertheless, we are 
going to do everything we 
can to get it done by Dec. 
31,” Schumer said.

Approximately 15,000 
companies in New York of-
fer the transit benefits cov-
ering some 700,000 work-
ers.

Straphangers are in 
line for some relief, how-
ever.  The MTA released a 
financial plan Wednesday 
that showed it is cutting 
its proposed fare hikes for 
both 2015 and 2017 to 4 per-
cent from 7.5 percent. “This 
is good news for riders, es-
pecially working and mid-
dle-class New Yorkers who 
are already struggling to 
stay in the city,” said John 
Raskin, head of the Riders 
Alliance.

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
New York City fami-

lies are already feeling the 
effects of recent cuts to the 
federal Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program.

More than 1.8 million 
city residents rely on the 
program, according to the 
New York City Coalition 
Against Hunger.

“It’s the one thing that 
has kept us from really 
widespread third world-
style hunger,” Joel Berg, 
the coalition’s executive di-
rector, said.

The American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 had temporarily 
increased SNAP benefits, 
formerly known as food 
stamps, as a way to stimu-
late the economy, but that 
boost expired Nov. 1. Two 
weeks ago the program 
was hit with $300 million 
in cuts.

A family of four will 
experience a decrease of 
about $36 a month, accord-
ing to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priority. The 
benefits that families do 
receive will amount to less 
than $1.40 per meal per 

person, according to the 
center.

Berg said there are ad-
ditional problems associ-
ated with the reduction of 
SNAP benefits.

“One of the greatest 
ironies is that obesity is 
probably going to increase” 
because SNAP recipients 
are unable to afford healthy 
food, Berg said. “Hunger 
and obesity are the flip 
sides of the same malnutri-
tion coin.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Lawyers who suc-

cessfully argued against 
the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk 
practices asked the full 
Second Circuit Court of Ap-
peals Monday to reconsider 
a decision made by a three-
judge panel to remove the 
district judge who ruled on 
the landmark case.

Attorneys with the 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights claim the panel of 
judges on the Second Cir-
cuit overstepped their au-
thority when they removed 
Manhattan Federal Judge 
Shira Scheindlin from the 
civil rights case she had 
overseen for years.

“The removal of Judge 

Scheindlin was done by a 
perfect storm of procedural 
irregularity. The appellate 
panel cast aspersions upon 
the professional conduct of 
one of the most respected 
members of the federal ju-
diciary — and thus inap-
propriately cast doubt on 
her legal rulings — while 
itself taking an unprec-
edented step that no party 
requested, of which no par-
ty was notified, and without 
providing the parties an 
opportunity to be heard,” 
CCR Legal Director Baher 
Azmy said. “The facts con-
clusively show that the dis-
trict judge engaged in no 
unethical conduct whatso-
ever and that her decision 
finding the city liable for 

widespread constitutional 
violations and racial profil-
ing is based on overwhelm-
ing evidence presented at 
trial.”

After the city appealed 
Scheindlin’s August ruling 
that the NYPD had uncon-
stitutionally targeted black 
and Latino men for stops, 
the Second Circuit panel 
last month removed the 
judge from the case and or-
dered a temporary hold on 
her ordered reforms as the 
appeal is considered.

The panel of judges 
said Scheindlin, in the 
least, gave a suggestion of 
impropriety by steering a 
related case toward herself 
and through interviews she 

Lawyers on both sides on the 
stop-and-frisk debate con-
tinue to plead their cases 
in court after a panel of ap-
peals judges removed Judge 
Shira Scheindlin from the case 
she ruled on in August. 

AP Photo/Richard Drew

Cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program will affect families across New York.

Larry Hellenberg of Manhattan buys a MetroCard at the Union 
Square subway station. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Both sides seek justice over stop/frisk  

Food stamp cuts hurt Queens
Average family of four to lose about $36 in benefi ts each month

Schumer wants to save 
mass transit tax break

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 9

Grocery List

Eggs, America’s Choice: $2.09
Instant oatmeal, 13 oz., Quaker Oats: $1.98
Bread loaf, Bimbo (family size), $1.98
Milk, 1 gallon, America’s Choice: $4.19 (WIC approved)
White rice, America’s Choice: $5.18
Chicken, whole, America’s Choice: $7.17
Barilla pasta (sale): $1.28
Ragu pasta sauce, 24 oz.: $1.99
Canned vegetables, Del Monte: $.88/ea: $3.52 (4)
Bag of kale, 16 oz: $2.48 (WIC approved)
Bag of apples, $3.98 (WIC approved)

TOTAL: $35.84
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BY BILL PARRY

When Typhoon Hai-
yan smashed into the Phil-
ippines Friday, its destruc-
tion was felt 8,500 miles 
away in Woodside, where 
nearly 13,000 Filipinos 
make up the largest con-
centration in the state.

The neighborhood 
along Roosevelt Avenue be-
tween 63rd and 71st streets 
is known as Little Manila 
and its groceries, bakeries 
and shipping companies 
were abuzz all weekend 
with workers and custom-
ers swapping news of fam-
ily back home.

At Phil-Am Foods, at 
70-02 Roosevelt Ave., owner 
Emmanuel Castillo left the 
Philippines last Thursday 
night. On Friday he was 
mainly concerned with his 
worker Silverio Lendero, 
who had not heard from 
his extensive family from 
Samar, a hard-hit town in 
Lyte Province, with 400 
dead and 2,000 missing, ac-

cording to regional govern-
ment officials.

After four days, Lend-
ero got through.

“He finally spoke with 
someone by phone this 
morning,” said Castillo 
Monday. “His daughter, 
his two brothers and three 
grandchildren are all ac-
counted for — he’s very re-
lieved.”

At Philippine Freight 
Services Inc., at 69-05 
Roosevelt Ave., owners 
Angelita and Al Arce have 
been glued to the TV since 
Friday.

“We watch Filipino 
cable in the morning and 
CNN all afternoon,” said 
Al Arce. “All our family 
is safely to the north but 
many of our customers are 
trying to get back home.”

He added that flights 
were still going into Ma-
nila, but that connecting 
flights to the islands south 
of there were all cancelled.

“One of our customers 
is looking for eight of his 

siblings. So far he’s only 
tracked down a sister-in-
law,” said Angelita.

The typhoon’s tsuna-
mi-like floods and winds, 
gusting as high as 235 mph, 
created a catastrophe. At 
least 10,000 may have died 
in the city of Tacloban 
alone, according to the re-
gional police chief Elmer 
Soria.

In Woodside, St. Se-
bastian Roman Catholic 
Church held special masses 
and prayer services all day 
Sunday. The church plans 
to accept cash donations for 
the relief effort at all mass-
es Saturday and Sunday. St. 
Sebastian’s is at 39-63 57th 
St. 

The Bayanihan Fili-
pino Community Center, at 

40-21 69th St., held a candle-
light vigil and a commu-
nity discussion Wednesday 
night and posted a fund-
raising link on its Face-
book page and nafconusa.
org is the website for The 
National Alliance for Fili-
pino Concerns, a network 
that runs the community 
center.

NAFC coordinator 

Anne Beryl Naguiti said, 
“Once we got over the ini-
tial shock of the enormity of 
the damage, we got down to 
the business of taking care 
of our wounded and start 
the rebuilding process. She 
added that her group hoped 
to raise $10,000 but passed 
the $50,000 mark by Tues-
day.

“We’ll be deploying 
health care volunteers to 
Samar and Leyte to help 
with medical relief for two 
weeks,” she said. “All the 
cash we raise bypasses 
the government and goes 
directly where it’s needed 
through our network.”

At Payag Restaurant, 
at 51-34 Roosevelt Ave., 
owner Peter Obac had been 
raising money for the vic-
tims of an earthquake   in 
the central Philippines that 
registered a 7.1 on the Rich-
ter Scale Oct. 15.

“We’re going to expand 
that fund-raising effort to 
include typhoon relief,” 
said Obac.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Queens is getting a 
new system for monitoring 
noise from area airports, 
officials from the Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey said last week.

State Assemblywoman 
Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) 
called a meeting Nov. 6 at 
Maspeth Town Hall for offi-
cials from the Port Authori-
ty and the Federal Aviation 
Administration to address 
longstanding complaints 
about noise from airplanes 
flying into and out of La-
Guardia and Kennedy In-
ternational airports.

Residents came from 
Woodside, Middle Village, 
Maspeth, Elmhurst, Wood-
side and Jackson Heights 

for the meeting.
Edward Knoesel, man-

ager of the Port Authority’s 
environmental services 
aviation department, an-
nounced a new Airport 
Noise and Operations Mon-
itoring System is in the pro-
cess of being implemented 
throughout the borough.

Knoesel said the new 
system will provide more 
accurate and current in-
formation and the data logs 
will be available within 24 
hours. The old system has a 
four-day lag time.

At the end of the year, 
a public website will be 
launched that will track 
flights, monitor noise 
decibel readings, provide 
runway closure announce-
ments and allow city resi-

dents to file noise com-
plaints, Knoesel said.

The Port Authority 
will keep 10 years of data 
that have been obtained 
through the old system.

Members of the com-
munity say airplane noise 
pollution has been louder, 
lower and more frequent 
than in the past, especially 
over the summer.

Roe Daraio, president 
of Communities of Mas-
peth & Elmhurst Together, 
a civic group, said at times 
the planes are so loud they 
sound like they are about to 
land on the roofs of homes. 
She has experienced her 
house vibrating, she said.

“Our windows shake,” 
she said. “By 1 o’clock, I’m 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
At an intersection near 

IS 77 Ridgewood, a storm-
water drain obstructs a 
crosswalk. At the St. Joan 
of Arc school in Jackson 
Heights, garbage collection 
can sometimes coincide 
with students arriving to 
class in the morning. And 
at 29 other schools across 
the borough identified as 
high priorities by the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion there exist a myriad of 
safety concerns for young 
students walking to and 
from school.

In order to make those 
trips safer the city has 
awarded a $3.3-million con-
tract to make pedestrian-
safety improvements under 

the federal Safe Routes to 
School program. The city 
Department of Design and 

Construction has awarded 
a Brooklyn construction 
firm the contract to com-
plete Phase 2 of the DOT’s 
safe routes program at four 
borough schools: IS 77, St. 
Joan of Arc, PS 108 in South 
Ozone Park and the St. 
Stanislaus Kostka School 
in Maspeth.

The funding — which 
will pay for improvements 
such as street resurfacing, 
speed reducers and work 
to curbs and sidewalks — 
comes out of a federal ini-
tiative kicked off in 2005 
and modeled after a city 
pilot program.

In the late 1990s, the 
advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives 
partnered with the Bronx 

The city Department of 
Transportation is planning to 
make it safer for students to 
walk to and from classes at 
four borough schools.

Worker Silvero Lendero (l.) sits with Phil-Am Foods owner Emmanuel Castillo. Lendero’s family in the 
Philippines relayed to him that they were safe following Typhoon Haiyan. Photo by Bill Parry 

City to make it safer for kids 
to walk to four boro schools

Port Authority plans to upgrade
plane noise monitors in county

Filipinos raise funds for homeland 
Woodside community hold vigils for victims of typhoon as families await news of loved ones 

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 44
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Dozens of low-paid, 
contracted airport workers 
rallied outside LaGuardia 
Airport Tuesday, continu-
ing their call for better 
wages and benefits as the 
holiday travel season ap-
proaches.

“I make $8 an hour. 
That’s no salary,” Eugene 
Williamson, a security 
guard at LaGuardia from 
Brooklyn, said at the rally 
organized by the service 
workers union 32BJ. “By 
the time I pay my bills, the 
check’s gone already. I can’t 
even afford a MetroCard so 
I can come to work.”

More than 100 workers 
carried signs and chanted 
slogans Tuesday afternoon 
outside the departures lev-
el of the airport’s central 
concourse. The union has 
been working for some time 
now to organize security 
guards, cleaners, baggage 
handlers and other service 

employees at the region’s 
three airports in their fight 
for better wages and ben-
efits.

The jobs used to pro-
vide workers with a solid, 
middle-class lifestyle they 
could rely on, but starting 

with deregulation in the 
late 1970s and exacerbated 
by industry woes follow-
ing 9/11 and the recession, 
the trend has been for air-
lines to outsource the work 
to contractors that, critics 
say, creates a race to the 

bottom.
“We have a system 

that seems to be designed 
to maintain services while 
keeping workers in pov-
erty,” said 32BJ President 
Hector Figueroa, a Jackson 
Heights resident, “These 

used to be good-paying 
jobs, but we see the same 
problems all across the con-
tracting system, whether it 
be in health care or prop-
erty services.”

The union has been 
working for more than a 
year now to put pressure 
on the airlines to force the 
contractors to pay better 
wages. Last year, workers 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport called off 
a threatened strike just a 
few days before Christmas. 
Union organizers declined 
to comment as to whether 
or not a possible strike is 
on the table this year.

Figueroa said that 
with the Occupy Wall Street 
movement and the elections 
of progressive mayors in 
New York City, Pittsburgh 
and Boston, he believes the 
tide is turning toward a 
more socially progressive 
public consciousness.

“People are starting 
to realize that income in-

equality is the problem of 
our time,” he said.

Earlier this year, Ken-
nedy International Airport 
cut the ribbon on the $1.4 
billion expansion to its Ter-
minal 4, which is operated 
through a private/public 
partnership, and LaGuar-
dia is set to undergo a $3.6 
billion makeover, including 
a new terminal and other 
infrastructure improve-
ments.

But while the airports 
are major drivers of the 
region’s economy, the in-
vestments are not neces-
sarily trickling down to the 
communities surrounding 
them.

A report released last 
year by New York Univer-
sity showed that the me-
dian annual salary of 300 
airline-contracted service 
workers surveyed was 
$16,640 — more than 25 per-
cent below the federal pov-
erty threshold for a family 
of four.

Airport workers and their supporters stage a demonstration at LaGuardia Airport for higher wages. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Airport workers rally at LaGuardia for better wages
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JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. 
REGO PARK

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

JAMAICA — Police were looking for a 
gunman they say allegedly shot a 21-year-old 
outside an apartment building behind the 
Queens Supreme Civil Court house on Hallow-
een.

The NYPD released a video showing the 
suspect — dressed in a black baseball hat, a 
black jacket and red scarf — as he approaches 
his victim with gun drawn around 7 p.m. Oct. 
31 in front of 88-09 148 St.

Police say the victim, a 21-year-old  man, 
was hit three times in the left torso and taken to 
Jamaica Hospital in stable condition.

SOUTH JAMAICA — Police were looking for a missing elderly 
woman who left her home on Guy R. Brewer Boulevard Sunday.

Agnes Dorsey, 71, was last seen in her apartment near 116th 
Street around noon, police said.

She is 5-feet-4-inches tall and weighs 170 pounds. Dorsey was 
last seen wearing black sweat pants, a beige scarf, white Reebok 
sneakers and a brown coat and hat.

RIDGEWOOD — The shooter in an 
apparent murder-suicide in Brooklyn 
last week lived in Queens, according to 
police. 

On Nov. 11 at about 4 a.m., authori-
ties responded to a 911 call of shots fired 
inside a Bushwick home. Officers found 
three men shot fatally and one with gun-
shot wounds to the right arm.

Ali Akbar Mohammadi Rafie, 29, of 
Ridgewood, was found on the roof of the 
building with a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound to the head. 

The deceased victims were Soroush 
Farazmand, 27, Arash Farazmand, 28, 
and Ali Eskandarian, 35. The fourth vic-
tim was taken to Elmhurst Hospital, po-
lice said.

Three of the victims were members 
of an Iranian band called the Yellow 
Dogs, according to news reports. Rafie, a 
bass player, had been upset that his visa 

was about to expire, that he had no money 
and that he had been banned from play-
ing with local Iranian bands, the New 
York Post said.

POLICE 

Blotter

S. Jamaica woman disappears from home

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops searching for Halloween shoot suspect

Shooter of Iranian bandmates from Ridgewood

AGNES DORSEY

Footage from surveillance video show a 
gunman police are looking for in connec-
tion with a shooting in downtown Jamaica 
on Halloween. Image courtesy NYPD

Members of the Yellow Dogs (l.-r.) Koroush 
“Koory” Mirzaei, Siavash Karampour, Arash 
Farazmand and Soroush Farazmand are 
shown at The Gutter in the Brooklyn. 

AP Photo/Danny Krug
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BREAKING NEWS

BY BIANCA FORTIS

For years a flagpole 
has stood empty in an 
Ozone Park shopping cen-
ter, but Friday a group of 
citizens, along with state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), hoisted a 
new flag to mark Veterans 
Day.

The flagpole sits on top 
of the clock tower on the 
MediSys medical clinic, at 
91-20 Atlantic Ave., in a 
Pathmark shopping center.

Addabbo said his of-
fice had received calls from 
veterans as well as citizens, 
such as Maria Thomson, 
executive director of the 
Greater Woodhaven Devel-
opment Corp., who wanted 
to know why the tower had 
no flag.

“It’s a great way to 
commemorate Veterans 
Day by raising a flag on 
top of the building,” Thom-
son said at the event. “And 
I know that everyone that 
sees it will remember that 
that flag stands for patrio-
tism, for commitment and 
for sacrifice.

“We thank you so 
much for your sacrifice,” 
she told the veterans who 
were present.

There were vets from 
the American Legion Post 
118 in Woodhaven, Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars Post 
2565 in Howard Beach and 
the American Legion Post 
1404 in Howard Beach.

Addabbo also thanked 
the veterans who attended 
the event. He said Ameri-
cans cannot begin to repay 
the vets for what they are 
owed.

“I want to thank each 
and every one of you be-
cause, as you all under-
stand, Veterans Day is 
not just one day out of the 
year,” he said. “It’s every 
day of the year. We always 
thank you for your commit-
ment and dedication to our 
country. We get to raise an 
American flag today be-
cause of what you’ve done 
and for what was done be-
fore you.”

The flag was supplied 
by Delta Flag & Sign Co. in 
Glendale.

The assembled crowd 
said the Pledge of Alle-
giance after the flag was 
hoisted.

The clinic is located 
in a building that was for-
merly one piece of the La-
lance and Grosjean Enamel 
Cookware Factory, which 
was established in 1863. 
The plant burned down in 
1876 but was later rebuilt, 
Addabbo said. The facility, 
which employed 2,000 peo-
ple, manufactured pressed 
tin and made mess kits that 
were used by the U.S. Navy 
during the Spanish-Ameri-
can War and World War I.

“This is the history of 
our community,” Addabbo 
said. “The surrounding 
communities of Woodhaven 
and Ozone Park might not 
have grown up as much as 
they did if not for this fac-
tory.”

Ray York, an Army 
veteran and a member of 
Post 1404, said the veterans 
at his post travel through 
the community and pro-
vide flags for poles without 
them.

“This is historical 
since the building is as old 
as it is,” the Korean War 
vet said. “This should have 
been done long ago.”

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

About two dozen for-
mer military men and 
women chose to celebrate 
Veterans’s Day by repair-
ing Hurricane Sandy-rav-
aged homes in Belle Harbor 
over the weekend.

“While everybody 
loves a parade, we really 
love to get dirty,” joked 
Sam Kille, regional com-
munications manager for 
Team Rubicon, a disaster 
relief veterans’ organiza-
tion, which partnered with 
Friends of Rockaway and 
New York Cares for Satur-
day’s project.

In one house, on Beach 
127th Street, participants 
installed insulation in the 
basement’s ceiling, sanded 
the walls and repaired a 
hole more than 2 feet wide 
in the floor of the main 
level, while several blocks 
away on Beach 134th Street 
volunteers coated the base-
ment’s walls with water-
proofing material.

Teams were also hard 
at work fixing up an Ameri-
can Legion post in Seaside 
Heights and helped out at 
homes that had been flood-
ed in upstate New York, as 
well as several other sites 
across the country.

Kille described the ef-
forts Saturday as “a fitting 
way to honor the day and 
what it means.”

Volunteer Lawrence 
Ksiez, a member of Friends 
of Rockaway and New York 
Cares, had been in the 
Rockaways since Sandy 
and estimated he helped 
to gut and muck about 100 
homes on the peninsula 

and in Brooklyn.
While standing in the 

first floor of the Beach 134th 
Street home, he recalled re-
moving water-soaked items 
from the house immediate-
ly after the storm and his 
reaction when he returned 
a year later.

“I didn’t recognize it 
from the outside,” he said.

The house, which the 
cast of the CBS show “The 
Good Wife” also helped to 
repair the week before, was 
close to completion, Ksiez 
said, with flooring, dry 
wall and molding still on 
the agenda.

But many other houses 
still haven’t been complete-
ly fixed.

“After Sandy hit, the 
main focus was here in the 
Rockaways,” Kille said, de-
scribing how Team Rubicon 
stayed on the peninsula for 

six weeks after the storm 
until larger organizations 
could get better mobilized.

The organization 
worked on more than 900 
homes in New York and 
New Jersey after the super-
storm left a trail of destruc-
tion in its wake Oct. 29, 
2012, and saved homeown-
ers $5.8 million in repair 
costs through its work, he 
said.

“That goes to show the 
power of a volunteer orga-
nization and what it can 
do,” Kille said.

After Sandy struck, 
people wanting to help 
flooded areas and Team 
Rubicon volunteers were 
able to assist with organi-
zation.

“They know how to 
take a group of people and 
give them marching or-
ders,” Kille said.

Founded in 2010 by 
two retired U.S. Marines 
who wanted to assist in 
Haiti after the 7.0-magni-
tude earthquake, the group 
now boasts a membership 
base of 1,200 strong and 
sends participants all over 
the world. Two people, who 
had been scheduled to at-
tend the Rockaways project 
Saturday, were headed in-
stead to the Philippines to 
lend a hand after Typhoon 
Haiyan.

“Disaster relief is our 
business, but veterans are 
our passion,” Kille said, 
explaining that the organi-
zation tries to bring a sense 
of purpose back to the lives 
of members after they leave 
the military.

“When you come home 
from that, it’s really easy to 
get lost in the system,” he 
said.

Lawrence Ksiez (front) looks over sanding on a wall in a Belle Harbor home with fellow volunteer 
Javier Alvarado of Astoria. Photo by Christina Santucci

A flag was raised over the 
clocktower of the old Grosjean-
Lalance Enamel Cookware 
Factory, now a Medisys medical 
facility. Photo by Bianca Fortis

Ex-soldiers fi x Sandy homes
Team Rubicon lends helping hand in Belle Harbor on Veterans Day

Addabbo honors vets 
with Ozone Park fl ag

gave to the press.
Scheindlin disagreed 

with the panel’s interpre-
tation of her actions and 
last week her lawyer asked 
the three judges to either 
reconsider their move or 
pass the case on to the full 

circuit.
On Monday, the CCR 

filed a motion arguing that 
the panel rushed to judge-
ment by removing Scheind-
lin without contacting the 
relevant parties.

“Because the panel did 
not seek to obtain, nor did it 
know, all relevant facts and 
circumstances, it could not 
have made this determina-
tion,” lawyers wrote.

The center also argued 
that the appeals judges 
acted against custom by as-
signing themselves to hear 
the appeal and asked that a 
new panel of judges be ran-
domly selected to hear the 
proceedings.

The city, meanwhile, 
has filed a motion asking 
the appeals court to com-
pletely vacate Scheindlin’s 
orders.

“At a minimum, the 
district court’s misconduct 
makes it reasonable to ques-
tion the impartiality of the 
district court orders, and 
at a maximum represents a 
violation of appellant’s due 
process rights to a neutral 
arbiter and to present a de-
fense,” a motion filed Nov. 
8 reads. “In either case, the 
district court orders must 
be vacated.”

Continued from Page 4 

Frisk
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BY BILL PARRY

Two pedestrians were 
struck and killed while 
walking along Queens Bou-
levard early Monday morn-
ing, NYPD officials said. 

A driver of a 2014 
Chevy Camaro lost con-
trol while traveling in 
the westbound service 
lane of Queens Boulevard 
near Van Loon Street, in 
Elmhurst, just before 7:30 
a.m., authorities said. A 
yellow sports car driven by 

a 22-year old man crashed 
into a telephone booth, a 
light post and two parked 
cars before jumping a curb 
where it stuck a 59-year-old 
man and a 41-year-old man, 
according to the NYPD.  
The 59-year-old, Man Chit 
Chen, was pronounced dead 
at the scene and 41-year old 
Mu Wang Lin was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.

The driver of the Cama-
ro was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital with minor inju-

ries where he was taken 
into custody, police said

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Wednesday 
night the driver had not 
been charged.

The Queens Boulevard 
westbound service road 
was closed to traffic for 
several hours. The 2014 Ca-
maro was still on the scene 
several hours later with the 
front end demolished. The 
cause of the crash is under 
investigation.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

About a dozen people 
suffered minor injuries 
when a four-alarm blaze 
spread through four stories 
of an apartment complex 
in Richmond Hill Tuesday 
evening, fire officials said.

A spokesman for the 
FDNY said eight of New 
York’s Bravest and three ci-
vilians were taken to North 
Shore-Long Island Jewish 
Health System and Jamai-
ca Hospital.

Emergency respond-
ers received the call about 
the building blaze on 129th 
Street between Kew Gar-
dens Road and Metropoli-
tan Avenue on the border 
of Kew Gardens just after 
6 p.m., and the fire was up-
graded to four alarms less 
than an hour later, a Fire 
Department spokesman 
said Tuesday night.

The fire appeared to be 

concentrated on the fourth 
and fifth floors, but the 
Bravest had to also battle 
the blaze on the third and 
sixth stories of the build-
ing, fire officials said.

At 9:14 p.m., the fire 
was classified as under con-
trol and the blaze was still 

under investigation as of 
11:15 a.m. Wednesday, the 
spokesman said.

About 39 vehicles and 
168 members of the Fire 
Department were called to 
the scene to assist with the 
blaze, according to fire of-
ficials.

Two people are led down a fire escape of a Richmond 
Hill building as flames shoot from a window.  

Photo by  Roy Renna / BMR Breaking News

Fire marshals investigating blaze 
in Richmond Hill that injured 11

Two pedestrians lose lives
in Queens Boulevard crash

mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

i f  y o u r  f r i e n d  i s  u n h a p p y ,  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o 
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Authorities use a sheet (r.) to cover at one body following the grisly Queens Boulevard crash. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. 
Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher ap-
plicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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OTHER VOICES

BRING THE PUBLIC
TO QUEENS MUSEUM
The renovation of the Queens Museum is a welcome 

addition to the borough, which is rapidly honing its repu-
tation as an important cultural destination for the city.

After an eight-year project that cost close to $70 mil-
lion, the former site of the New York Pavilion for two 
World’s Fairs invites visitors into a soaring main gallery 
filled with natural light. And new glass panels have opened 
up the museum to the park outside and provided unob-
structed views of the Unisphere, the symbol of Queens.

The word “art” has been dropped from the name of 
the museum, but the biggest attraction — the Panorama 
of New York City — is still the centerpiece, enhanced by a 
multimedia program.

Another mainstay, the Tiffany glass exhibit — a sa-
lute to the legendary designer’s works of art produced in 
studios in western Queens — has moved to one of the six 
new galleries. New light shows, rotating murals and many 
other ambitious creations in other mediums are planned.

Tom Finkelpearl, executive director of the museum, 
wants visitors to spend at least two hours taking in all the 
wonders of the redesigned building. Less time would spell 
failure, he says.

But getting the visitors to the Queens Museum can be 
a challenge. Many people from Queens have cars, but for 
other residents and city dwellers from Manhattan, public 
transportation is the only option.

To make it easier for the general public to discover the 
offerings at the museum, the signage should be improved 
starting from the Willets Point stop on the No. 7 train 
through the park to the entrance. It’s a 10-minute walk 
from the subway to the museum, which could be more en-
joyable if there were markers describing the World’s Fair 
exhibit inside or the Panorama, for example.

Queens lawmakers should pressure the city DOT 
to consider adding a free shuttle bus between downtown 
Flushing or the Willets Point stop to the museum.

Trolleys are another option. Flushing Town Hall has 
a trolley and Flushing Meadows Corona Park has two, 
which means there are three vehicles that could transport 
visitors to the Queens Museum as well as other far-flung 
venues in the park, such as the New York Hall of Science.

If the county is serious about supporting the revamped 
Queens Museum, then it’s time for some creative thinking 
on the government’s part to streamline the trip for New 
Yorkers and tourists alike who want to visit the borough’s 
latest cultural experiment.

City teachers need their autonomy

Q
ueens has a supe-
rior track record 
with many of the 
finest educators in 

the city, but they are being 
pushed around in all sorts 
of ways for reasons that 
have nothing to do with 
quality of instruction or 
service to students.

One of these areas is 
the restrictions on a teach-
er’s freedom to decide cri-
teria for judging student 

performance. Do not tread 
on teachers’ rights. All this 
fuss about how teachers 
grade their students is evi-
dence of the needless med-
dling of outside influences, 
usually political, driven by 
non-educators — or those 
who got their credentials 
fast — who are up in arms 
about allowing profession-
als to have reasonable in-
dependence in their class-
rooms.

Teachers should be 
trained and trusted by 
supervisors, who should 
know at least as much as 
the teachers do, provided 
the supervisors rose up 
“the old-fashioned way.” 
Teachers should have re-
stored to them reasonable 
power to decide their own 
grading policies based on 
their unique insights and 
knowledge of their stu-
dents. Standards should be 

spelled out clearly to par-
ents and students and they 
should be enforced fairly.

The avenue of appeal 
should be preserved, but 
basically it should be up to 
teachers to develop and jus-
tify their grading policies. 
That was how it worked in 
the glory days of public edu-
cation.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Living wage in city is possible

W
orking men and 
women at Resorts 
World Casino hit 
the jackpot recent-

ly in what is sure to become 
a benchmark agreement for 
casino labor statewide.

More than 1,400 em-
ployees who work at the Ja-
maica Racino and are repre-
sented by the Hotel Trades 
Council are celebrating a 
groundbreaking contract 
that will raise their wages 
from an average $10.15 an 
hour to an average $19.91. 
In subsequent years, the 
contract provides a major-
ity of the workers with sal-
aries of more than $60,000 
annually.

Additionally, the new 
contract grants paid sick 
days, holidays, personal 
days, vacation days and 
free family healthcare.

Sounds like a winning 
streak? Let’s double down.

The victory was made 
possible thanks to labor 
peace agreements that pro-
hibited strikes. Instead, 

amicable negotiations took 
place that did not disrupt 
operations at the racino.

While the two-year 
process reached its conclu-
sion last week through ar-
bitration, both HTC and the 
racino operator, Genting, 
are moving forward with 
a win-win contract made 
possible without the sabre 
rattling and condescension 
that has become all too com-
monplace between Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and the 
city employee unions.

The impact of doubling 
the salaries of more than 
a thousand workers at a 
southern Queens business 
is sure to have a direct and 
positive effect on the local 
economy.

Despite the mayor’s 
continual jabs at the labor 
movement, contract nego-
tiations like these can lift 
people out of poverty and 
put them on the pathway to 
the middle class.

Income inequality is 
a burgeoning issue in New 

York City. Last year, my 
office found that the top 1 
percent of income tax fil-
ers received one-third of all 
the city’s personal income, 
a share that is almost twice 
the national average.

Such a wide income 
gap can weaken or destabi-
lize the local tax base, rein-
force patterns of racial and 
economic segregation and 
undermine the vibrant so-
cial, cultural and economic 
mix that is the foundation 
of New York City’s identity.

HTC and Resorts 
World Casino showed us 
that labor can be treated 
with the respect it deserves 
without driving away busi-
ness. The real gamble is the 
one we take when we treat 
those in our workforce as 
second-class citizens.

John Liu
City Comptroller

Manhattan

New mayor must back city workers

N
ew Yorkers went 
to the polls to cast 
their votes for the 
next mayor of New 

York City, and the winner 
has his work cut out for 
him.

There are many issues 
that need to be dealt with: 

stop-and-frisk, continued 
rebuilding from Hurricane 
Sandy and negotiating con-
tract settlements with all of 
the city’s major unions.

Hopefully, all of these 
issues will be dealt with in 
a professional and construc-
tive manner. Our police of-

ficers, firefighters, sanita-
tion workers and teachers 
deserve fair and decent 
raises — and that needs to 
be the mayor-elect’s first 
priority after Jan. 1.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Sometimes jokes are not funny

U
.S. Sen. Ted Cruz’s 
(R-Texas) father 
gave a speech to 
a cheering crowd 

of Teabaggers in which 
he said President Barack 
Obama should “put down 
the Koran, get off his knees 
and go back to Kenya.”

Interesting. Since the 

origin of the human race 
has been traced back to Af-
rica, shouldn’t we all pack 
our bags, or should Cruz 
pack for Canada, Cuba or 
whatever planet he came 
from?

But GOP intellectual 
icons such as Ann Coulter 
claim it was just a joke. Ac-

cording to her, mentioning 
“Kenya and Obama” makes 
people laugh. It “kills,” as 
she says.

How humorous.

Robert La Rosa
Whitestone

Refl ect on the memory of JFK

O
n Nov. 22, we will 
remember the death 
of President John F. 
Kennedy.

It has been 50 years 
now and those of us who 
were around that day will 
always remember where 
they were and what they 
were doing when they 
heard the news — I know I 
do. I will never forget that 
day.

I just wrote to remind 

everyone to say a prayer for 
him and his family on that 
day. We have much to thank 
him for because had he not 
shown restraint during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, we 
might not be here today.

Instead of military ac-
tion, such as an invasion or 
bombing of Cuba and the 
ICBM sites, he chose a na-
val blockade, which in the 
end was successful in pre-
venting a nuclear war in 

which millions would have 
perished.

That decision was the 
best, toughest and most 
prudent decision any presi-
dent has ever made either 
before or since his presi-
dency and we should never 
forget that.

Tom Ferraris
Whitestone

Beware of governmental crises

D
o you believe the at-
tack on Benghazi 
resulting in four 
American deaths 

was prompted by a video? 
Do you still believe you 
can keep your doctor and 
your health plan? Will Lois 
Lerner at the Internal Rev-
enue Service ever be held 
responsible for her actions? 
Do you believe the president 
was never informed of the 
National Security Agency 
surveillance? Would you 
enter your private infor-
mation on the government 
healthcare website with 
confidence?

President Barack 
Obama seems disengaged 

from and uninformed 
about the circumstances 
and effects of his policies, 
his directives, his so-called 
legacy. The illusion is that 
we are rudderless, drifting 
from one crisis to another 
with a commander in chief 
at the mercy of circum-
stances and obstacles be-
yond his control, instigated 
by Republicans, and who 
is doing his best to create 
a beneficent progressive 
utopia.

The purpose of these 
crises serves to justify the 
expansion of governmental 
power and dominion over 
our lives and economy. By 
appearing to be a bystand-

er, he absolves himself from 
blame and responsibility 
for the chaos that ensues all 
the while engaging in dou-
ble-speak and untruths.

With regard to health-
care, the latest excuse is 
that only 5 percent, 15 mil-
lion or 20 million people, are 
going to lose their plan. If 
you kill a person, shouldn’t 
you go to jail even though 
the person you killed was 
only one person out of 300 
million? Since when do you 
destroy people and it does 
not count because it is too 
small a percentage?

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

CORRECTION

A story in the Nov. 8-14 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers about the city Panel for Educational Policy 
meeting should have attributed the fi nal statements on the community’s opposition to co-locations to 
Adrienne Adams.
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L
egendary singing duo 
Simon and Garfun-
kel helped define the 
si nger-song w riter 

generation of the 1960s with 
their blend of folk and pop 
music, charming melodies 
and catchy lyrics. Half of 
that storied partnership is 
Forest Hills native Art Gar-
funkel, born Nov. 5, 1941.

After his partnership 
with Paul Simon ended in 
1970, Garfunkel pursued a 
solo recording career and 
embarked on an acting ca-
reer, both with mixed suc-

cess. Periodically reuniting 
with Simon for tours and 
concerts, Garfunkel has re-
mained in the public eye for 
nearly five decades.

Growing up in Forest 
Hills, Garfunkel was raised 
Jewish. It was at temple 
that he first began to sing 
in public, becoming a can-
tor after his bar mitzvah. 
An avid basketball player 
in his early youth, Garfun-
kel quickly discovered that 
his talents lay elsewhere. 
When he was cast in his 
sixth-grade graduation play 

“Alice in Wonderland,” he 
met Simon. Garfunkel and 
Simon were soon perform-
ing together as “Tom & Jer-
ry,” modeling their sounds 
after the style of the Everly 
Brothers.

Concurrently, Garfun-
kel pursued his education 
in these early years. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in art history in 1964 from 
Queens College and then a 
master’s in mathematics in 
1967 from the prestigious 
Teacher’s College.

“Simon and Garfun-
kel” officially formed in 
1963 and shortly thereaf-
ter they released their al-
bum “Wednesday Morning 
3AM” in 1964. It was not the 
commercial hit they had 
hoped for.

Musician Tom Wilson 
re-recorded “Sounds of Si-

lence” off the “3AM” album 
and it became a minor hit. 
With this interest in their 
music revived, Simon re-
turned from England where 
he had been studying and 
they reformed their act. 
Throughout the mid-1960s, 
they released the hit albums 
“Parsley, Sage, Rosemary, 
and Thyme,” “Bookends,” 
“Bridge Over Troubled Wa-
ter,” and the soundtrack to 
the movie “The Graduate” 

in quick succession to criti-
cal acclaim.

Although Simon and 
Garfunkel parted ways in 
1970, they have continued 
to occasionally collaborate 
on new music and to per-
form concert dates, such 
as the legendary concert 
in Central Park in 1981. 
Garfunkel has continued to 
act sporadically in TV and 
movies and record his own 
music as well. He contrib-

utes his thoughts to a blog 
on his website, artgarfun-
kel.com, which also chron-
icles his love of walking. He 
has completed walks across 
America, in stages begin-
ning in 1983 and completed 
in 1997, as well as several 
European and Asian coun-
tries.

Revealing quote: “Paul 
has more, I think, of a feel 
for the stage. Whereas I 
have it more for the notes 
themselves. I love record 
making and mixing, ar-
ranging, producing. That I 
love. I love to make beauti-
ful things, but I don’t like to 
perform.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Second half of Simon and Garfunkel hails from boro

Different sects, regions celebrate Diwali their way

H
indus, Jains and 
Sikhs across Queens 
observed Diwali on 
the weekend of Nov. 

2, an occasion for solemn re-
flection and giving thanks. 
The meaning of Diwali var-
ies in these denominations, 
but for most the start of the 
festival coincides with the 
13th day of the second half 
of the month of Ashwin on 
the Hindu lunar calendar, 
which follows 15-day cycles 
coinciding with the light 
and dark (waxing and wan-
ing) phases of the moon.

Ashwin is after mon-
soon season in South Asia. 
Diwali is a five-day festival, 
though some celebrate sole-
ly on the 13th night and oth-
ers for substantially longer 
than five days. The name 

“Diwali,” or “Deepavali,” 
derives from the words 
“deepa” (light) and “avali” 
(row).

The vastness of the 
Indian subcontinent leads 
to regional interpretations 
of the festival. The most 
common act is the lighting 
of oil lamps and their place-
ment in temples, altars 
and homes. Most Hindu 
households place these clay 
oil lamps, or “deeyas,” in-
side and outside homes on 
the night of Diwali. These 
lights, which burn through 
the night, welcome Laksh-
mi, the goddess of wealth, 
into the home.

According to Khrishan 
K. Naraine, administrator 
at the Maharishi Dayanand 
Gurukul in Jamaica, prep-
arations involve a compre-
hensive cleaning of houses, 
similar to spring cleaning. 
This represents a spiritual 
renewal. Sweets and feast-
ing celebrate a bountiful 
harvest or general pros-
perity. Diwali celebrations 

may include firecrackers, 
elaborate religious cer-
emonies and the sharing of 
Prasad between neighbors, 
which are fruit and cooked 
grains.

Naraine said that 
during his childhood in 
the West Indies, mothers 
cooked vegetarian food 
and sweets and distributed 
those to their non-Hindu 
neighbors. Most Hindus 
will go to temples for the 
chanting of prayers (man-
tras), singing of hymns (ba-
jans) and listening to ser-
mons that emphasize the 
importance of knowledge 
over ignorance.

The variety of Hindu 
sects means Diwali has 
different secular and re-
ligious significances to 
South Asians. For example, 
for people of the Jain faith, 
as well as in the Indian re-
gions of Gujurat and Mer-
war, Diwali signifies the 
start of the business year. 
Conversely, many Indian 
American entrepreneurs 

who own businesses in the 
New York area hail from 
those areas.

In spite of the har-
vest and various legends, 
spiritualism is critical to 
Diwali. The triumph of 
light over darkness is the 
unifying theme in Diwali 
legends and rituals, hence 
the ubiquity and symbol-
ism of lighting lamps. Jain-
ism, which takes the notion 
of austerity seriously, es-
chews all feasting and con-
spicuous consumption in 
favor of intense meditation 
and concentration on their 
rosaries. For Jains, Diwali 
represents the attainment 
of nirvana by Mahavir, the 
most recent Jain holy man, 
around 527 B.C.

The Arya Samaj 
Hindu reform movement, 
popular among members 
of the Indian diaspora in 
Guyana and Trinidad, as 
well as here in New York, 
remembers Diwali as the 
day the movement’s found-
er, Swami Dayanand died 

from poisoning in 1883. 
The Arya Samaj movement 
rejected notions of caste, 
child marriage, idol wor-
ship and animal sacrifice, 
noting that they had no ba-
sis in Hindu scripture.

The movement also 
pushed for gender equality, 
individual study of scrip-
ture translated directly 
from Sanskrit and the be-
lief in a single, omnipotent 
god. Naraine, an Arya Sa-
maj adherent, notes that 
the day is important for 
children and adults of the 
Indian diaspora to learn 
about how the festival is 
celebrated in India, as well 
as aspire to higher learn-
ing.

Sikh communities ob-
serve Diwali in conjunction 
with the festival of Bandi 
Chhor Divas (Day of Lib-
eration), which marks the 
arrival of the sixth guru, 
Gobind Singh, in the city of 
Amritsar, after his release 
from the prisons of the 
Mughal Emperor Jahangir 

in 1619. The day has since 
been associated with the 
desire of Sikhs for freedom 
and self-rule.

Depending on the re-
gion of India, Diwali may 
signify the return of Rama, 
the seventh avatar of Vish-
nu, from exile on the night 
of Diwali after slaying a 
number of demons in his 
absence. Diwali also com-
memorates Krishna, the 
eight avatar of Vishnu, 
slaying an evil king in 
the Assam region and the 
subsequent liberation of 
the king’s prisoners. The 
legend of Rama tends to 
be prominent in northern 
India and Southeast Asia, 
while the legend of Krishna 
is more prominent in the 
south. On this night, some 
regions may worship Kali, 
the goddess of death and re-
newal, over Lakshmi.

COLUMNS

New Voices

Simon and Garfunkel achieved success 
after the debut of a Tom Wilson re-
recording of their song “Sounds of 

Silence.”

■
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners

available for Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

$299 per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags.
$0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles
per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

B R A N D  N E W
2014 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

LEASE
FOR

$0 Taxes!!!
$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks, Bose Surround, Heated
Seats, Power Seat, Power Sunroof, Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $35,490

Conquest Rebate $2,000

WE’LL PAY THE TAXES!!!

$169

B R A N D  N E W
2014 BUICK VERANO

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise Control

& Much More! FWD, MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

BUICK

2014 Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (CTS / XTS $595 Bank Fee ) plus Taxes (CTS )  & DMV fees only.  2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals
excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers
Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Competitive/Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500/$2,000. Conquest Rebate:
Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 11-30-2013.

per month 39 months

BUICK

$169

B R A N D  N E W
2014 GMC TERRAIN

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera, Traction Control, Power Windows,
Power Doorlocks, Bluetooth, Remote Entry, Anti-Theft 

& Much More! MSRP $27,390

Competitive Lease Conquest or Loyalty $500

per month 39 months

FWD

SLE-1
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BY MERLE EXIT
 
Glad you’re enjoying 

the piece. 
Light the menorah 

candles with colors of or-
ange and brown as we cel-
ebrate an unusual Jewish 
holiday: Thanksgivukkah. 
The Hebrew year 5774 has 
the first day of Hanukkah 
falling on the American 
holiday of Thanksgiving 
Nov. 28. How can you com-
bine the two?

Start with the kosher 
turkey, the food that takes 
the longest to cook. If it is 
not as important to have 
a kosher turkey, then buy 
one that has not been fed 
additives. Kosher the fowl 
by blanching it in boiling 
water with kosher salt.

Prepare the stuffing. 
Thank goodness the first 
night of Hanukkah falls the 
night before Thanksgiving. 
That challah bread that 
you bought? Let some of it 
get a bit hard. There are 
more than a hundred reci-
pes for stuffing or dressing. 
Just make sure a sausage 
stuffing does not involve 
one made with pork. Deep 
frying the turkey would 
remind us of the burning 
oil. In case you are already 
wondering, the Jews flee-
ing Egypt had only enough 
oil to burn for one day and 
the miracle was that it 
burned for eight, which is 
why there are eight candles 
on the menorah.

As much as you are ad-
dicted to grandma’s chick-
en soup, opt for one made 
with butternut squash us-
ing a kosher chicken stock 
or make your own using 
the turkey neck. If a guest 
requests the neck during 
the meal, tell them Elijah 
stopped by for a nosh. See if 
the person realizes which 
holiday it is. If they are still 
looking like a deer staring 
into headlights, say “Have 
a piece of challah bread. 
There’s no maztoh.”

Chopped liver is a 
must. There is no way 
you can substitute turkey 
fat for chicken fat. How 

friendly are you with your 
butcher? If you can’t get 
chicken fat, make sure you 
fry the chicken livers and 
onions in oil to remind us. 
What’s more important is 
that the chopped liver is in 
the shape of a turkey head 
with a sign nearby read-
ing “What am I, chopped 
liver?”

Make use of sweet po-
tatoes by using them for the 
latkes that must be fried, 
remember? Prepare a com-
pote of cranberries and ap-
ples for the sauce. Don’t fry 
any of it. How about a sweet 
potato kugel? Can’t use but-
ter. I guess you will have to 
make it with oil.

You will certainly 
need to make a salad to 
help digest the food. Throw 
in some pumpkin seeds and 
dried cranberries. Get out 
some balsamic vinegar. 
When they ask for the oil, 
tell them there is no more 
left and say, “I’m thankful 
we don’t have to put wax in 
all the meals.”

Sundown begins with 
lighting the menorah and 
a prayer over the wine. Ask 
a guest, “Would you like 
a little wine?” Upon hear-
ing yes, say, “Oy, I’m so 
tired from cooking this me-
shuggeneh meal.” “Wine” 
sounds like “whine” and 
“meshuggeneh”   means 
“crazy.”

Now, before you fall 
asleep from the trypto-
phan, play with the dreydl. 
Fabricate one by carving 
out a gourd. Make sure you 
have a pointed bottom and 
the four Hebrew letters, 
which are also numbers. 

Take a few long sweet pota-
toes and cook them so they 
are not too soft. Cool, slice 
and dip in chocolate for the 
“Thanksgivakkuh Gelt.”

Now sing “The Dredyl 
Song” with the follow-
ing words: “I have a little 
dredyl. I carved it from a 
gourd. This year bring us 
Thansgivakkuh. And gelt I 
could afford.”

Don’t bother cooking 
dessert. Buy some pints of 
Graeter’s ice cream. It is 
certified kosher. By the time 
you get to eating it, enough 
time will have elapsed 
between eating meat and 
dairy. Fairway Market in 
Douglaston carries a vari-
ety of this most delicious, 
no-palm-oil treat.

If the above gave you 
chuckles and you don’t 
want to cook, take advan-
tage of Fairway’s catering 
menus. You can opt for 
Thanksgiving, Hanukkah 
(kosher-style) or a totally 
kosher meal for the combi-
nation of the 50 or so people 
that you would have spent 
both Thanksgiving and Ha-
nukkah with.

A tasting of its Thanks-
giving menu was offered 
to shoppers recently and 
included two soups, butter-
nut squash, sweet potatoes, 
turkey, stuffing, cranberry 
sauce and two pies. No 
challah bread or chopped 
liver was offered. Find the 
menus at fairwaymarket.
com.

Have a happy holiday 
and always recall the chant 
of Jews everywhere: “We 
fought. We won. We eat.”

Fairway Market in Douglaston carries options for a Thanksgivukkah 
meal. Photo by Merle Exit

This Thanksgiving stuff 
your turkey with latkes

O P T I C A L

QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

Download our FREE App
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT WITH

MASPETH FEDERAL
SAVINGS TODAY!

Maspeth Federal
Savings offers
Free Checking!

• FREE Visa Debit
Card

• Access to over
50,000 Surcharge
Free ATMs

• FREE Online
Banking & 
Bill Pay

• No  Minimum
Balance or
Monthly
Service Fees

WISH YOU COULD 
BREAK FREE OF
CHECKING FEES?
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Nassau County 
district attorney’s office 
has taken over the investi-
gation of an attack on John 
A. “Junior” Gotti, the for-
mer Gambino crime family 
chief, who showed up at a 
Long Island hospital af-
ter suffering a stab wound 
in the abdomen in what 
he said was an attempt to 
break up a fight.

“The case is now be-
ing handled by the district 
attorney’s office,” a spokes-
woman for the Nassau 
County Police Department 
said.

Syosett Hospital re-
ported to police that Gotti 
arrived at the hospital 
shortly before 10 p.m. 
Sunday and said he was 
stabbed when he tried to 
stop a fight between strang-
ers in the parking lot of a 
CVS Pharmacy in Syosett.  

The wound was not life-
threatening.

Sources in the Nassau 
Police Department said 
they doubted the story and 
found the 49-year-old Gotti 
“uncooperative” when they 
questioned him.

Gotti’s home is in Oys-

ter Bay, L.I., although he 
was brought up in Howard 
Beach.

He is the son of notori-
ous mobster John Joseph 
“Dapper Don” Gotti Jr., 
head of the Gambino crime 
family, and Victoria Di 
Gorgio Gotti, who still lives 
in Howard Beach. The elder 
Gotti was sentenced to life 
imprisonment and died in 
2002 in the U.S. Prison Hos-
pital in Springfield, Mo.

Junior Gotti pleaded 
guilty to charges of loan-
sharking, bookmaking 
and extortion and was sen-
tenced to 77 months in pris-
on and released in 2005. 

Gotti was then tried in 
Manhattan federal court 
three times on charges of 
racketeering and murder 
but each trial ended in a 
hung jury.  He has repeat-
edly claimed that he left the 
mob life behind.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In a little more than a 
week, a slate of Queens pol-
iticians will show another 
side of their personas when 
they step into a set of new 
roles — literally. 

All singing, all danc-
ing and all for a good cause, 
some two dozen elected 
officials have signed on 
to perform in the musical-
comedy revue “Legislative 
Acts 2013” at the LeFrak 
Concert Hall at Queens Col-
lege on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 
7 p.m.

Highlights of the show 
include Queens Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng, 
and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer and 
Ruben Wills, among oth-
ers, performing parodies 
of movies, TV series and 
Broadway shows all with a 
uniquely Queens angle. 

“We stand to capture 

a whole new cohort of per-
formers who have just won 
elected office and are ready 
to jump right into the spirit 
of public service by taking 
center stage in our fund-
raiser,” said Jeff Rosen-
stock, vice president for 
external and governmental 
affairs at the college. 

Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Big Bud-
dy, which pairs homeless, 
at-risk children with col-
lege mentors, and Women 

and Work, which prepares 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, single mothers and 
downsized workers to se-
cure new employment. 

The evening includes a 
pre-show cocktail hour and 
a post-performance dessert 
reception. Tickets are $100 
and are available by con-
tacting Nayelii DiSpaltro 
at (718) 997-3589 or by e-
mail at Nayelli.DiSpaltro@
qc.cuny.edu. 

Queens Borough President-Elect Melinda Katz rehearses for 
her role in the show Legislative Acts, which will play at Queens 
College. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Howard Beach’s Jr. Gotti
stabbed on Long Island  

Queens politicians get acts
together for a good cause

Sponsored by The Queens Gazette, Saint Francis of Assisi Elementary School, Farenga & Son Funeral Home, 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home, and Central Astoria LDC.

For further information contact Ed Horn. 

St.Michael’s renews last year’s 
efforts to make the upcoming Holiday 

Season joyful for needy children.

On Saturday, December 14th at 2P.M.
within All Souls Chapel, the United States 

Marines  will collect presents 
to be distributed to children 

across the metro area.
YOUR AID IS NEEDED!

At this time of economic pain 
it is up to us to make the 

Holidays a time of Joy for children.
Christmas songs by Hank Johnson

of Jazz Bone Records.
Contributors include Michael Serao,

VP. of Quontic Bank, Costa
Constantinides Democratic

District Leader and
Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr.

St. Michael’s Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Authorities are investigating a 
report that John Gotti Jr. (pic-
tured) was stabbed outside a 
pharmacy in Long Island. 

AP Photo/Evan Agostini
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BY BILL PARRY

Thousands of busi-
ness people took part in 
the 25th annual LIC Part-
nership Trade Show at Co-
rona’s Terrace on the Park 
Wednesday.

Companies from major 
banks and mortgage com-
panies to small vendors 
and restaurants set up ex-
hibitions to promote their 
goods and services.

“The turnout is great 
and this year we sold out all 
of our tables in six rooms,” 
said Dana Frankel, the 
partnership’s director of 
economic development.

“There’s more ex-
hibitors than ever,” said 
Swain Weiner, president 
of Greiner-Maltz Invest-
ment Properties. “It shows 
the confidence and support 
that’s exploding in western 
Queens these days.”

Weiner is also presi-

dent of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce, so 
he is no stranger to the art 
of networking.

“It’s business to busi-
ness,” he said. “Everyone’s 
building relationships, 
establishing contacts and 
making new ones. It’s a 

great venue.”
The LIC Partnership 

is the area’s business im-
provement district and the 
business development cor-
poration with the goal of 
attracting business. Active 
recruiting for the event has 
a lot to do with the number 
of companies taking part.

June Henry, a consul-
tant for Organo Gold Cof-
fee, worked a busy table 
because they were giving 
away free samples of their 
herb-infused coffee. The 
independent vendor made 
the trip from Brooklyn to 
take part after she was re-
cruited.

“We were at the Javits 
Center a few weeks back,” 
Henry said. “Someone from 
the partnership liked our 
coffee and asked us to join 
them for their show.”

Joe Lara, of Big Apple 
Circus, was another first-

Joe Lara of the Big Apple Circus 
is one of many first time par-
ticipants at the LIC Partnership 
25th Annual Trade Show. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Terrace on the Park hosts 
LIC trade show attendees

 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.�������	
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Call (866) 789-7878 or visit one of our local branches!

Act Now!
Today’s Low Rates Won’t Last Forever.

5/1 ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE1

2.63% 3.01APR

%

 1Rate information as of 10/28/13. Mortgage rates are subject to change. !��	�
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The initial principal and interest 
payment on a $200,000 5/1 ARM loan at 2.63% and 60% loan-to-value (LTV) for 30 years is $803.30 with no points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 3.01%. Based on a recent LIBOR index rate of 0.63% 
and a margin of 2.50, the principal and interest payment would increase to $848.86 after 5 years for the remaining 25 
�������	���
����������������������������������������������������
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out at closing. Assumes closing costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family home; 
debt-to-income ratio is less than 30% and credit score is a minimum of 780, and an escrow account is used for the 
payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 60 days. Some state and county maximum loan amount 
restrictions may apply. All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and 
Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to change. Mortgages are originated through New 
E��G�H��������	��G�KQUWX�Z�'[&'\*]�������"��������Q���E��G�H����������	��G��=������G�������������������
for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time.

Continued on Page 44
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BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City 
Restaurant Association is 
less than a month old and 
the owners involved are 
already working on their 
first event.

On Nov. 30, they are 
putting together LIC Party. 
Six of the restaurants will 
prepare food and drink 
samplers and customers 
can hop from one eatery to 
another.

“It’s kind of a pub crawl 
but with food,” said res-
taurateur Rebecca Trent. 
“Right after Thanksgiving 
nobody will want to cook, 
so it’s a way to get out and 
try our restaurants.”

It is the type of self-
promotion Trent had in 
mind when she came up 
with the idea a couple years 
ago during the Taste of LIC. 
That event, held each June 
in Gantry State Park, drew 
a record crowd of 1,000 who 

sampled the food from 50 
restaurants last summer.

“I figured we could do 
this more often as a way 
of community building,” 
said Trent, who owns a res-
taurant and comedy club 
called The Creek and the 
Cave, at 10-93 Jackson Ave. 
“It’s also a way of guiding 
media perception. Every-
one writes that we’re the 
next Brooklyn but we’re 
not — we’re Queens and we 
want to be Queens because 
we love Queens.”

The dozen restaurants 
taking part so far are hop-
ing to have a united front 
in dealing with the city De-
partment of Health.

“I don’t mind rules, 
but it’s the inconsistency 
that makes me crazy,” said 
Doris Nowilla Suda, man-
ager at The Riverview, at 
201 50th Ave. “We all share 
the same challenges and 
frustrations.”

Jeff Blath, owner of 

the Alobar, at 46-42 Vernon 
Blvd., agreed, adding, “I be-
lieve in the whole strength 
in numbers thing.”

His restaurant cel-
ebrated its second anni-
versary Thursday and it 
recently won Michelin 
Guide’s Bib Gourmand 
prize for the second year 
in a row, a designation that 
denotes good cuisine at a 

reasonable price. The expo-
sure did not help Blath in 
a recent battle with Com-
munity Board 2 for the 
use of a backyard outdoor 
space. When Alobar opened 
Blath agreed not to use the 
outdoor space because the 
noise would disturb his 
neighbors. When Long Is-
land City was rezoned to 
allow cafe seating Blath 

claimed that he needed the 
outdoor space to compete 
with other area restaurants 
that were offering outdoor 
seating. Community Board 
2 rejected his request, 

“I don’t think we got a 
fair shake with that,” Blath 
said. “I think uniting with 
the others may put the lean 
on the community board. 
If we showed up as a group 
and listed our demands, 
they’d have to listen to us.”

Trent’s motives were 
less political and more 
business-based. At their 
first meeting at the end of 
October, three of the own-
ers realized they shared 
a counterfeit money prob-
lem.

“They compared notes 
and identified the guy and 
wouldn’t let him in their 
restaurants anymore,” 
Trent said.

The Long Island 
City Restaurant Associa-
tion also acts as a support 

group.
“Look, we’re all own-

ers who paid to have a job 
that makes us crazy 24/7,” 
Trent said. “Just when you 
think you’re losing your 
mind, you can share your 
problems with like-minded 
people.”

Gianna Cerbone-Teoli 
agreed, saying, “I actually 
like these people. A lot of 
businesses don’t support 
each other.”

The owner of Mandu-
catis Rustica, at 46-33 Ver-
non Blvd., said “we need 
to work together and help 
each other out and that will 
help us forge our own iden-
tity, an LIC identity.”

The association is like-
ly to grow as well.

“We had 12 at our first 
meeting, but that’s because 
of scheduling problems,” 
Blath said. “LIC is a big 
area with a lot of restau-
rants and everyone is wel-
come to join us.”

Representatives from Alobar Restaurant in Long Island City take 
part in the 2012 Taste of LIC. Photo by Ken Maldonado

LIC restaurant group to host neighborhood tasting party
Twelve eateries will offer their food and drink in a pub-crawl-style event after Thanksgiving

A ROLLICKING FUNDRAISING EVENT 

NOT TO BE MISSED!

C O R D I A L LY  I N V I T E S  YO U  TO

Q U E E N S  C O L L E G E
I A L LY  I N V I T E S  YO U  TO

Our elected officials star in this show, which features 

their musical, acting, singing, dancing, and comedic talents.  

They perform parodies of classical movies, well-known TV 

series, Broadway shows, and a variety of songs— all of it 

done with a unique flair of Queens.

Please contact Nayelli Dispaltro  at
718.997.3589 or nayelli.dispaltro@qc.cuny.edu

QUEENS COLLEG OFFICE OF EXTERNAL AND GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS  
65-30 KISSENA BOULEVAR FLUSHING, NY 11367-1597

SPONSORS (In formation)

Melrose Credit Union
Investors Bank

 

USTA Billie King National Tennis Center

QUEENS COLLEGE

STARRING (in formation)

Leroy Comrie Michael DenDekker Daniel Dromm

Julissa Ferreras James Gennaro Phillip Goldfeder 

Ron Kim Rory Lancman John Liu 

Gregory Meeks Grace Meng Francisco Moya José Peralta Audrey Pheffer

William Scarborough Claire Shulman Aravella Simotas

Toby Stavisky Eric Ulrich Peter Vallone, Sr. Jimmy Van Bramer

Mark Weprin Ruben Wills and special guests
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TLHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President-elect Me-
linda Katz’s experience heading 
the City Council Land Use Com-
mittee is at the forefront of the 
economic development plan she 
released Wednesday, which calls 
for developing mix-use districts, 
promoting a high-tech economy 
and developing a branding cam-
paign that puts Queens on a ped-
estal.

“During the campaign for 
Queens borough president, the 
most important issue on the 
minds of voters was how to create 
jobs and spur economic develop-
ment. Now, during the transi-
tion to my tenure at the helm of 
Borough Hall, I’m putting those 
concerns front and center,” Katz 
wrote in her four-page plan. “My 
influence on the capital and ex-
pense budgets can be leveraged 
to improve job-creating projects 
across the borough. And by fully 
leaning on the BP’s bully pulpit, 
my office can attract new busi-
nesses in thriving industries like 
health care and technology to the 
borough of Queens.”

Katz, who previously chaired 
the Council’s Land Use Commit-
tee and served as former Borough 
President Claire Schulman’s di-
rector of community boards, won 
her race for Borough Hall earlier 
this month with an overwhelm-
ing 80 percent of the vote.

The Forest Hills Democrat 
plans to create an economic devel-

opment task force and hold land 
use hearings to identify areas 
prime for mixed-use development, 
business improvement districts 
and transportation investments.

In western Queens, Katz 
wants to take advantage of the ar-
ea’s proximity to the planned Cor-
nell Tech Campus on Roosevelt 
Island to make the area a hub for 

high-tech startups. Promoting 
incubator spaces, developing a 
new housing program and using 
the borough president’s authority 
on land use to push for the expan-
sion of high-speed, fiber Internet 
access are all on her agenda.

In the Rockaways, Katz plans 
to push for local hiring require-

ments for Rockaway Beach re-
building projects,  expand ferry 
and bus services and market the 
tourist areas that have been a 
draw to many outside the bor-
ough in recent years.

Arguably the best-known 
borough president in the city is 
the soon-to-be-succeeded Marty 
Markowitz, who has left his mark 
by branding Brooklyn as the pre-
mier borough for growth in the 
21st century and come to define 
the paragon of the bully pulpit.

Katz said she would like to 
develop a comprehensive brand-
ing campaign for the borough 
that will focus on its diversity 
and multitude of often-overlooked 
small businesses.

“By developing a cohesive 
branding campaign that sets 
Queens apart from anywhere 
else, I know we can attract new 
residents, businesses, tourists 
and capital for further develop-
ment projects,” she wrote.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Maintaining ferry service to the Rockaways is part of the economic development 
plan Borough President-elect Melinda Katz released Wednesday.

Katz releases economic development plan for boro

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2013 Petro. P_13496

CALL NOW  
for SPECIAL OFFERS! 
1.855.206.4283  petro.com

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

Borough President-elect Melinda Katz 
wants to brand Queens as a unique 
and multicultural tourist destination.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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All loans are subject to credit approval. Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and 
Ohio properties only. Product availability and offers are subject to change. Mortgages are originated 
through New York Co��unity �ank �NM�� � �	
���, an af�liate of New York Co��ercial �ank. 
The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the 
bank at any time.

Housing affordability is near all time highs! Now is the 
perfect time to purchase a new home!
  � �earn about all the home loan options that may be 
     available to you
  � �ecome familiar with the new home buying process
  � Take advantage of historically low interest rates

www.myNYCB.com

Copyright © 2013 New York Community Bank, Inc. Member FDIC

New Homebuyers 
Education Seminar

Queens County Savings Bank invites you to attend our

�ednesday� No�ember ��t� � 	
�� �.m.
Flanders Field VFW Post #150

 51-11 108 Street, Corona Heights

Refreshments will be served. Space is limited.  
Call to reserve your spot today: (718) 271-1800

Conducted in the Spanish Language
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Borough residents paid tribute to those who served in the military as well as enlisted men and women 
during the fifth-annual Queens Veterans Day Parade. The festivities kicked off on 80th Street and Metro-
politan Avenue in Middle Village and concluded with a ceremony at Christ the King High School.

Classic cars, including one carrying members of the Sgt. Edward R. Miller No. 7336 VFW Ladies Auxiliary, drive along 
Metropolitan Avenue during the Queens Veterans Day Parade. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Veterans honored in Middle Village

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.

Spectators wave to the West Hamilton Beach Fire Department’s truck. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Richard Heffernan takes in the festivities with his sons Macauley, 6 (l.), and 
Nathaniel, 4. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Friday November 15 • 9pm
Featuring Luci Martin & Norma Jean formerly 

of Le Chic, Lime, Barbara Roy of Ecstasy,  
Passion & Pain, and more. Doors open at 8pm. 

Order Tickets Today!               
rwnewyork.com

$25 in advance 
$30 at the door 

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly.

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420 
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

MINUTES AWAY!

 or  Q37 or  Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Blvd. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

Nearly two years af-
ter a 21-year-old Rockaway 
Beach man was violently 
gunned down, a suspect 
was convicted of the kill-
ing, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown an-
nounced last Thursday.

After a three-week 
trial in Queens Supreme 
Court, a jury convicted An-
thony Jordan, of the New 
Haven Plaza housing com-
plex, at Beach 14th Street, 
of killing Sean Mack.

Jordan was convicted 
of second-degree murder 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon Thursday.

According to trial 
testimony, Sean Mack and 
individuals from his hous-
ing complex had been in-
volved in a physical fight at 
a Brooklyn nightclub with 
people from another hous-

ing complex in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 13, 
2011, Brown said.

Mack had suffered a 
lip injury in the alterca-
tion, according to Brown. 
Later that Sunday morn-
ing, Mack and his friend 
were walking to St. John’s 
Episcopal Hospital in Far 
Rockaway so Mack could 
seek treatment for the in-
jury.

As they walked, they 
crossed paths with Jordan, 
now 26, who had also been 
involved in the fight a few 
hours prior. At about 5:45 
a.m., Jordan pulled out a 
loaded handgun and chased 
Mack down the street, 
Brown said. As Mack ran, 
Jordan fired a shot, strik-
ing Mack and causing him 
to fall. As Mack lay on the 
sidewalk, Jordan ran up 
to him and fired a second 
shot, the DA said.

The bullet struck 
Mack in the left arm and 
first perforated his lung 
and aorta before exiting 
through his right side, ac-
cording to Brown. Mack 
was found on Gateway Bou-
levard between New Haven 
and Brookhaven avenues, a 
few hundred feet from the 
hospital, with a gunshot 
wound to his lower torso.

“The defendant stands 
convicted of the cold-
blooded shooting death 
of a young unarmed man 
as he lay wounded on the 
sidewalk,” Brown said in a 
statement. “This is another 
glaring example of why we 
need to continue to fight to 
get illegal handguns off the 
streets.”

Jordan is scheduled 
to be sentenced Dec. 4. He 
faces up to 25 years to life 
in prison.

BY BIANCA FORTIS

A Lower East Side resi-
dent has been convicted of 
brutally strangling to death 
a transgender woman in 
her Glendale apartment 
in 2010, attempting to hide 
evidence of the murder and 
stealing the woman’s be-
longings, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said last week.

After a four-week jury 
trial in Queens Supreme 
Court, Rasheen Everett, 
32, of 65 Jefferson St. in 
Manhattan, was convicted 
Friday of second-degree 
murder, burglary and tam-
pering with physical evi-
dence, according to Brown.

According to testimo-
ny heard at the trial, Ever-
ett entered the apartment of 
Amanda Gonzalez-Andujar, 
on 62nd Street in Glendale, 
at about 8:50 a.m. March 27, 
2010. Several minutes af-

terward, witnesses heard 
screams and loud banging 
consistent with a struggle, 
Brown said. The two were 
believed to be alone.

Approximately 18 
hours later, at about 3 a.m. 
March 28, Everett then left 
the apartment, alone, car-
rying two bags that con-
tained Gonzalez-Andujar’s 
camera, keys, laptop, suit-
case, coat and cellphone, 
according to Brown.

Then on March 30 at 
about 4 p.m., Gonzalez-
Andujar’s family members 
entered the apartment and 
found the victim’s body on 
a bed covered in bleach in 
an attempt to hide evidence 
of the murder, according to 
Brown. 

A medical examiner 
determined that the cause 
of death was manual neck 
compression, or strangula-

Rasheen Everett was convicted of murdering Amanda Gonzalez-
Andujar in 2010. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Manhattan resident convicted 
of transgender slay in Glendale

Jury fi nds man, 21, guilty 
in Far Rockaway shooting

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Continued on Page 50
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  FDA approved prescription medications, meal plans & the popular hCG diet!
  Lipotropic Injections will help “turbo charge” your weight loss experience!
  We offer 1-2-3 easy payments!
  Full line of delicious meal replacements including: shakes, drinks, bars, snacks  & more,

    so there’s no wondering what to eat – just take the supplements and  lose the weight!

WANT TO LOSE UP TO 25 LBS BY THE HOLIDAYS?!  
Dr. G is here to help!
        Medically Supervised Weight Loss.

Brooklyn and 
Long Island Locations

718-285-8807 
516-295-7400

Like us on 
Facebook!

Before
After

Thank you 
Dr. G!

Andrea P. lost 30 lbs
Brooklyn, NY

www.ConquertheCrave.com

  Frustrated with your weight, tired of useless Yo-Yo diets, bad 
    advice, broken promises, and failure?

  Do you have a wardrobe you’d love to wear, but can’t fi t into?

  Do you wish that weight loss was simplifi ed and that you could 
    see a caring, supportive, experienced M.D. for medical advice and 
    help with your weight goals?

Conquer the Crave® has the solution 
to your weight loss problems!

25% off 
when you join by 

11/27/13

25% off 
when you join by 

11/27/13

Contact ... 

Larisa Kessel (917) 655-7685 
KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com

NMLS#344882

One 
Stop 

Mortgage 
Solutions!

Financing Available For:

Purchase, Rate & Term, and Cashout 
Refinance Transactions

Primary, Second Home & Investment                  
Properties

1 - 4 Family Homes, Condos & Cooperatives

Jumbo Loans

Foreign Nationals /Non-US Citizens 

Mortgage Programs & Products, including:�������	
���	���
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Conventional Agency Programs, including  
“Making Home Affordable” Initiatives.

Portfolio Programs

Fixed Rate Products,                                        
Various Term Periods Available

2/1, 3/1, 5/1, 7/1 & 10/1 Adjustable Rate 
Products

SONYMA Products

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2013 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant 
Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this 
advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by 
Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all 
products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  Emigrant’s 
commercial mortgage programs/products are offered through Emigrant Funding Corporation - NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs 
are limited to loans that do not meet the definition of residential under applicable state laws. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of 
Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, 
NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 10/15/2013

���
��
 ���!�� !

We also offer Commercial Mortgages!

Available for first time homebuyers
 or based on borrower income or 
census tract eligibility.

**

**

Ask About Current 
Mortgage Incentives

  to See if you Qualify!

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

�������	
�����	�	���

banking at QsideFCU.org.

BETTER FOR PEOPLE
NOT FOR PROFIT, 

�etter rates. �ig�er di�idends. Fe�er �ees. �t Qside� �e rein�est o�r �ro�ts ba�k 
into o�r a��o�nt �o�ders� so �o� get a�� t�e bene�ts �it�o�t t�e big bank agenda. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA
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Family and friends of more than 250 people killed 
when Flight 587 crashed in Belle Harbor 12 years ago 
braved bitter wind and falling snow to pay their respects 
to the victims.

More than 100 people gathered at a memorial designed 
by Dominican artist Freddy Rodríguez and Situ Studio 
and constructed on Beach 116th Street and the Rockaway 
boardwalk for a service led by Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
Tuesday morning. A small plaque marks the location on 
Beach 131st Street in Belle Harbor, where the American 
Airlines flight actually went down.

Many attendees huddled under umbrellas and clutched 
roses in gloved hands as the names of the 260 aboard the 
plane and five people on the ground were read. 

Afterward, Bloomberg placed three flowers in cutouts 
of the memorial, which bears the inscription “Afterwards 
I want nothing more than peace” in Spanish.

Maria DeJesus made the trip from Harlem with her 
11-year-old daughter Angeline Celestino to honor her hus-
band Angel, who was a passenger on the flight,

DeJesus was pregnant with Angeline at the time of 
the crash, and the girl is named after the father she never 
had the chance to meet.

DeJesus said she was grateful that the city and 
Bloomberg organized memorial services for the families 
every year.

“I want to thank him,” she said. “This is his last 
year.”

Taking Flight 587, the first daily flight out of New 
York to Santo Domingo, had become a tradition for many 
Dominicans and Domincan-Americans, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said in a statement.

Cuomo directed flags on state government buildings 
be flown at half-staff for the 12th anniversary.
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Walter Karling
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EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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Christmas 
comes early 
to Corona

New York Hall of Science 
tries for Guinness World Record 
with GingerBread Lane village

TimesLedger, November 15-21, 2013TimesLedger, November 15-21, 201TimesLedger, November 15-21, 201

 Sudoku 38

 Arts & Entertainment 40

 Crossword Puzzle 40

 Guide to Dining 46

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Like a lot of people itching to get 
into the holiday mood, Jon Lovitch 
often pops “Miracle on 34th Street” 
or “It’s a Wonderful Life” into the 
DVD player, then cranks up the air 
conditioner to combat the heat and 
humidity. 

Because unlike most of us, 
Lovitch, 37, finds himself needing 
a kick of Christmas cheer in July 
and August as he hits the half-way 
point in the creation of his massive 
GingerBread Lane village of sugary 
and spicy structures, trees and even 
lakes.

Although this is his 20th season 
of building the gingerbread town, 
this year’s display at the New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St. in Co-
rona, is expected to be certified by 
the Guinness Book of World Records 
as the world’s largest gingerbread 
village. 

“In recent years a lot of peo-
ple have been claiming the title of 
world’s largest,” Lovitch said. “For 
the most part I ignored them, until 
they started to get a lot of press say-
ing they had built the world’s larg-
est.”

So, Lovitch contacted the Guin-
ness people in London to find out 
just who had created the biggest gin-
gerbread village in the world. As it 
turns out, Guinness only had a cat-
egory of world’s largest gingerbread 
house and nothing about an entire 
candy and cookie village. 

Guinness suggested if Lovitch 
wanted to claim that title, he would 
have to follow a few basic rules: there 
had to be a minimum of 100 houses; 
each structure had to be at least 6 
inches long in any direction; every-
thing had to be made of gingerbread, 
icing and candy; and to qualify as 
a village at least 10 percent of the 
structures needed to be something 
other than a house. 

When the display officially 
opens Thursday, Lovitch hopes to 
have the Guinness declaration of au-
thenticity in hand. 

“If I get it in 2013, and I think 
I will, the record will be mine for a 
while, whatever a while means,” Lo-

vitch said. “I work solo, so I’m sure 
somebody will break it.”

Lovitch approached the New 
York Hall of Science to see if it would 
be interested in hosting GingerBread 
Lane this year. 

“Jon sent an email and it landed 
on our president’s desk,” Liz Sla-
gus, director of public programs at 
New York Hall of Science, said. “She 
passed it on to me and said this seems 
pretty cool.”

Slagus said the project fits into 
the museum’s mission of celebrating 
design, creativity and achievement. 

“This is perhaps going to be the 
world’s largest gingerbread village,” 
Slagus said. 

Slagus has already scheduled a 
couple of gingerbread house work-

shops where visitors will design 
and create their own house to take 
home. 

Back in his hometown of Kan-
sas City, Mo., Lovitch entered a gin-
gerbread house competition while 
still in high school. He didn’t win, 
but the experience offered him a 
crash course in the ins-and-outs of 
the competitive baking world. 

“Nobody was a chef. Most of 
the women, and there were very few 
men, were craftspeople,” Lovitch 
said. “And nobody had made a house. 
There was a Noah’s Ark and a man-
ger scene. They were beautiful but 
amazingly nobody made a house.”

By the following year, 1994, Lo-
vitch had landed a job cooking in 

Continued on Page 40

Jon Lovitch shows off some of the structures he constructed for the GingerBread Lane 
display coming to Corona’s New York Hall of Science. The Egg Nog Bay mill was part of 
last year’s exhibit in Pittsburgh. Visitors stroll through last year’s village snapping pho-
tographs along the way. Photos by Kevin Zimmerman and Jon Lovitch

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 15-21, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
33

TL

1

Q GUIDE

36

34
36

36
42



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

3  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

38

Answers in Sports

(718) 767-4699
e, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Thanksgiving Day Noon-10p.m.
Special Thanksgiving Dine-In Menu

Approx. 20 lbs.
Serves 10-12 people

Reserve by
November 26th, 2013 $225 

     plus tax

Thanksgiving Dinner to Go
We Cook, All You Do Is Serve

  Roasted Stuffed Turkey
with Stuffi ng (Approx. 20 lb)

  Roasted Red Potatoes
  Delicious Gravy &
Cranberry Sauce

  Sautéed Mixed Vegetables 
  Risotto 
  Garlic Bread
  Sweet Potatoes
  Mixed Salad

In a little more than a 
week, a slate of Queens pol-
iticians will show another 
side of their personas when 
they step into a set of new 
roles — literally. 

All singing, all danc-
ing and all for a good cause, 
a couple dozens local pols 
have signed on to perform 
in the musical-comedy re-
vue “Legislative Acts 2013” 
at Queens College on Satur-
day, Nov. 23, at 7 p.m.

Highlights of the show 
include Queens Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Congresswom-
an Grace Meng, and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and Ruben Wills, 
among others, performing 
parodies of movies, TV se-
ries and Broadway shows 
all with a uniquely Queens 
angle. 

“We stand to capture 
a whole new cohort of per-
formers who have just won 
elected office and are ready 
to jump right into the spirit 
of public service by taking 
center stage in our fund-
raiser,” said Jeff Rosen-

Queens pols get their act together

Queens Borough President-Elect Melinda Katz rehearses for 
her role in the show Legislative Acts, which will play at Queens 
College. Photo by Ken Maldonado

stock, vice president for 
external and governmental 
affairs at the college. 

Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Big Bud-
dy, which pairs homeless, 
at-risk children with col-
lege mentors; and Women 
and Work, which prepares 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, single mothers and 
downsized workers to se-

cure new employment. 
The evening includes a 

pre-show cocktail hour and 
a post-performance dessert 
reception. Tickets are $100 
and are available by con-
tacting Nayelii DiSpaltro 
at (718) 997-3589 or by e-
mail at Nayelli.DiSpaltro@
qc.cuny.edu.  

—Kevin Zimmerman
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Answers in Sports

(718) 767-4699
e, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Thanksgiving Day Noon-10p.m.
Special Thanksgiving Dine-In Menu

Approx. 20 lbs.
Serves 10-12 people

Reserve by
November 26th, 2013 $225 

     plus tax

Thanksgiving Dinner to Go
We Cook, All You Do Is Serve

  Roasted Stuffed Turkey
with Stuffi ng (Approx. 20 lb)

  Roasted Red Potatoes
  Delicious Gravy &
Cranberry Sauce

  Sautéed Mixed Vegetables 
  Risotto 
  Garlic Bread
  Sweet Potatoes
  Mixed Salad

In a little more than a 
week, a slate of Queens pol-
iticians will show another 
side of their personas when 
they step into a set of new 
roles — literally. 

All singing, all danc-
ing and all for a good cause, 
a couple dozens local pols 
have signed on to perform 
in the musical-comedy re-
vue “Legislative Acts 2013” 
at Queens College on Satur-
day, Nov. 23, at 7 p.m.

Highlights of the show 
include Queens Borough 
President-elect Melinda 
Katz, U.S. Congresswom-
an Grace Meng, and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and Ruben Wills, 
among others, performing 
parodies of movies, TV se-
ries and Broadway shows 
all with a uniquely Queens 
angle. 

“We stand to capture 
a whole new cohort of per-
formers who have just won 
elected office and are ready 
to jump right into the spirit 
of public service by taking 
center stage in our fund-
raiser,” said Jeff Rosen-

Queens pols get their act together

Queens Borough President-Elect Melinda Katz rehearses for 
her role in the show Legislative Acts, which will play at Queens 
College. Photo by Ken Maldonado

stock, vice president for 
external and governmental 
affairs at the college. 

Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Big Bud-
dy, which pairs homeless, 
at-risk children with col-
lege mentors; and Women 
and Work, which prepares 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, single mothers and 
downsized workers to se-

cure new employment. 
The evening includes a 

pre-show cocktail hour and 
a post-performance dessert 
reception. Tickets are $100 
and are available by con-
tacting Nayelii DiSpaltro 
at (718) 997-3589 or by e-
mail at Nayelli.DiSpaltro@
qc.cuny.edu.  

—Kevin Zimmerman
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$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$5 OFF
Your Check Of 
$30 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

FREE ORDER 
FRIED OREOS
Your Check Of 
$50 Or More

($4.95 Value) Cannot Be 
Combined With Other Offers.

$10 OFF
Your Check Of 
$60 Or More

Cannot Be Combined 
With Other Offers.

39-35 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY

(718) 224-7455
www.DalessandrosCornerGrill.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11-11
Fri. 11-Midnight
Sat. 12-Midnight

Sun. 12-10

NOW SERVING BEER & WINE

Free Delivery

 

with Purchase of 
any Complete Meal 

Monday-Friday 
11am-3pm

Lunch Special

BY MERLE EXIT

Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theatre Group, bet-
ter known as FSFCTG, is present-
ing yet another musical directed 
by Maryellen Pierce, a full-time 
teacher at Mary Louis Academy. 
This time it’s “Legally Blonde the 
Musical.”  

You can always count on a 
large cast and a good show.   For 
Pierce, 30 years of directing at FS-
FCTG has become both an artis-
tic task and a chance to work with 
inspiring professionals as well as 
those who just want to have fun.

“I do it for the sheer enjoy-
ment of putting people who may 
not know each beforehand into a 
working relationship building a 
team that creates a piece of art,” 
Pierce said. “In the long range, 
it’s a gratification that I get when 
a 12-year-old starting out with my 
directing them in a small role is 
now in college and cast in a lead-
ing role.”

Paul Regan is one such per-
son. Cast as lawyer Emmet For-
est, he has taken on his first lead-
ing role and has the ambition to 

continue professionally. What has 
he experienced over the years? “I 
love that everyone is so support-
ive and that we are having fun,” 
he said. “Getting paid to act may 
be a whole other atmosphere.” 

Musical Director Paul John-
son runs a professional program 

called CAP21, a conservatory and 
theater company.  

Johnson got wind of a role 
that would suit student Britain 
Gebhardt: that of Brooke Wyn-
dam the perpetrator of the crimi-
nal case. Gebhardt, who travels 
from Manhattan, said she makes 

the trip “for the enjoyment of what 
community theater should be. It’s 
a true pleasure to have Maryellen 
Pierce as a director.” 

You can certainly expect 
Amanda Doria to steal a show 
with both her comedic facial 
expressions and “belt” singing 

voice. It is her 10th year at FS-
FTCG.  She portrays Paulette 
Bounofuonte who works at the 
beauty salon. Doria, like many 
of the other members, performs 
in various community theater 
groups in Queens. With all of 
that talent and experience, do her 
ambitions lie with the Big White 
Way? “Not in the least,” she said.  
“I want a secure job and commu-
nity theater gives me a chance to 
express myself with less stress.”  

Her full-time job is working 
with lawyers. 

It is Brittany Juilfs who land-
ed the leading role of Elle Woods.   

“As my first book show after 
a two-year hiatus following a mu-
sical theater degree from Colum-
bia College in Chicago, this has 
been one of the most funs shows 
ever,” she said. 

Her experience and reviews 
are ones to be placed on her resu-
mé as she plans for a professional 
future.   “Legally Blonde the Mu-
sical” has a cast and crew of close 
to 40 people. On a Broadway stage 
that may not seem as large. At one 
point I counted 30 performing one 

It takes a community to make local theater happen

Continued on Page 42

The cast from “Legally Blonde the Musical” includes Britain Gebhardt (l.) and Brittany Juilfs (second from l.). 
Photo courtesy Merle Exit
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
November 15-21, 2013

By Ed Canty

A Ford in Your Future
Across

1. "Pipe down!"
5. Cancel
10. -- the line (obeyed)
14. Boat in "Jaws"
15. "___ fault is it?"
16. Device for rotating one's tires?
17. Bothers
18. Like Cheerios
19. Beginning to care?
20. The 19th President
23. Command
24. "Heads up!" e.g.
25. Has a cow
28. Bay
30. Face saver?
31. Ex-viewer of Medusa?
33. Friendly beginner?
36. Shakespeare's hangout?
40. Big load of bricks
41. Descartes and others
42. Cast leader?
43. Roger of "Cheers"
44. Newspaper section
46. 1960's radical Hoffman
49. Bewitching town?
51. Classic '50s car
57. Chick chaser?
58. Circumvent
59. Blue Bonnet, e.g.
60. Brand, in a way
61. Deserve
62. Big money-maker?
63. Tut's cousins?
64. Composer Camille 
Saint-___
65. Diminish

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

MS. SCARLET'S FRIENDS
S P I R O A S O B M A P
E A T E N G C L E F U S A
W H I T E C O L L A R S T D
A S S A I L C A T E R T O

P D A S A S E A
A M P A N T E S N E R D
B E L T G O V T O L D I E
E T U I N E A E G A D
T O M B S E N G R D A L E

O B I T S T E E D S S N
C A R E S H A M

A R S E N A L A R A B I A
F L A G R E E N B E R E T S
U T Z A O R T A M I D S T
R O Y N O S Y E A S Y A

32. A crowd in Torino?

33. Green beginner?

34. Stallion, once

35. 11 components?

37. Canned meat rival of Spam

38. "___ fi fo fum"

39. 1940s Los Alamos 

development

43. Commuters

44. Almost hails

45. The "p" in m.p.g.

46. Pull ___ one

47. ___ well

48. Go to pieces?

49. Animal catcher

50. Bring to the mix

52. Does some tailoring

53. Bit of eye makeup?

54. Hip bones

55. Bed check?

56. Spoil, with "on"

Down
1. Coating of frost
2. A language of Pakistan
3. "Great ___!"
4. Discuss
5. Duel tools
6. Rub the wrong way?
7. Chopper blade
8. Computer addict?
9. Bow to pressure?
10. "Chili today, hot ___"
11. Certain daisy
12. Bush, senior?
13. Thomas Jefferson, 
religiously
21. "... ___ he drove out of sight"
22. Any port in a storm
25. Actors
26. A chorus line
27. Financial aid
28. Atlantic swimmers
29. "... sail ___ Ship of State"
31. Dad's lads

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

MUSIC

All-4-One and Color Me Badd — A 
’90s boy band concert reunion 
starring the Grammy Award-
winning All-4-One along with 

Color Me Badd, singers of the 1991 
summer anthem “I Wanna Sex You 
Up.”
When: Saturday, Nov. 16, at 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside

Cost: $45
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

Hendrik Meurkens Samba 
Jazz Quartet — Harmonica 
and vibraharp virtuoso Hendrik 
Meurkens and his quartet perform 
an evening of Brazilian jazz. 
When: Friday, Nov. 22, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15, $10/members and 
students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
Website: www.flushingtownhall.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the Bread 
and Puppet Theater, has been 
chosen for the Queens Museum 
fi rst solo exhibition. The show 
consists of two large-scale 
immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30, 2014
Where: Queens Museum, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — The 

Rockaway Artists Alliance’ show 
encompasses all media and 
explores artists’ views of Super 
Storm Sandy. 
When: Through Nov. 24, Saturday 
and Sunday, Noon to 4 pm
Where: Rockaway Artists Alliance, 
260 Beach 116th St., Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org

Longitude, Latitude, Attitude 
— A photography exhibit by 
Maureen McTigue and John 

Rennhack exploring sites from 
around the world. 
When: Through December; 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 
am - 4 pm;
Where: The Poppenhusen 
Institute, 114-04 14th Road, College 
Point
Contact: (718) 358-6322
Website: www.
poppenhuseninstitute.org

Flushing Creek into Bowery 
Bay, Selections from the 
Islands of New York — This 
exhibit features photographs 

Kansas City’s Hyatt Regen-
cy Hotel and decided to cre-
ate his first GingerBread 
Lane village of 12 houses to 
display at the hotel during 
the holidays. 

As Lovitch’s career 
took him to hotels in Wash-
ington, D.C., and Pitts-
burgh, GingerBread Lane 
traveled with him. Each 
year, it got a little bigger and 
included a new layout of the 
neighborhoods: Gum Drop 
Row, Peppermint Central 
Park, Candy Cane Place, 
Egg Nog Bay and, new this 
year, Ribbon Candy Ridge. 
It eventually outgrew the 
various hotel spaces and 
Lovitch ventured out to 
more unique locales, in-
cluding the Smithsonian 
Institute, Pittsburgh’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Rock-
efeller Center. 

Now living back in 
New York, Lovitch has 
turned his South Bronx 
apartment into the Ginger-
Bread Lane workshop. 

He begins the con-
struction work in late Feb-
ruary or early March. That 
allows him plenty of time 
to complete the nearly 200 
structures in the village 
while providing him with 
some time off for other 
things. 

“This way I can have a 
life,” Lovitch said. 

That time frame also 
takes into account the sum-
mer lull, when the heat and 
humidity take their toll on 
the gingerbread, making 
the pieces much harder to 
work with and forcing Lo-
vitch to slow down produc-
tion.

It takes him about one 
week to build each piece, so 
at any one time, he’ll have 
several houses in various 
stages of completion. 

He combines brown 
sugar, fat and corn syrup 
and heats it to just below a 
boil. Then, he adds the liq-
uid ingredients to the dry 
items including flour, nut-
meg, cinnamon and ginger. 

“I use an incredible 
amount of spices,” said Lo-
vitch. “Because some of the 
pieces will be months old, 
you need to add a lot of spic-
es to keep them aromatic 
and smelling like ginger-
bread.”

He’ll roll out the 
dough, cut it into the shapes 
he needs, then bakes the 
pieces. After cooling, he 
assembles the pieces using 
icing to hold everything to-
gether. 

Lovitch estimates the 
entire 300-square-foot dis-
play contains about 2,100 
pounds of icing and rough-
ly 400 pounds of candy and 
450 pounds of gingerbread. 

Objects that are most-
ly icing, like the white 
chocolate lake, can carry 
substantial weight and 
even become dangerous in 
transit. 

“One time I was mov-
ing an icing lake and 
knocked myself in the head 
and got a concussion,” Lo-
vitch said. “So, I’m in the 
ER and they’re not believ-
ing me. They’re saying, ‘So, 
a cake hit you?’”

Moving day offers plen-
ty of its own challenges. 
Lovitch figures it will take 
him about 24 hours and six 
or seven trips to carry the 
village’s pieces from the 

Bronx to Corona. 
He’ll spend about a 

week fixing anything that 
may have broken during 
the drive and covering the 
wooden base that displays 
the village with icing and 
candy. Visitors can get a 
sneak peek as Lovitch com-
pletes the finishing touches 
beginning Sunday. 

“People really enjoy 
it,” Lovitch said. “Thou-
sands upon thousands of 
people will come through 
and see it and connect with 
it. I get to brighten the holi-
day season. That’s really 
good.”

After the display clos-
es on Jan. 12, 2014, Lovitch 
will give each structure 
away during a free raffle. 
He’ll take a couple weeks 
off, then start work on next 
year’s village. 

“Every year I have 
this conversation with 
myself, ‘Am I really do-
ing this again?’” Lovitch 
said. “But, you know it’s a 
quick conversation and I’m 
like, ‘Yeah, I’m doing this 
again.’”

Contact news editor 
Kevin Zimmerman at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or 
at 718-260-4541.

Continued on Page 44

Gingerbread
Continued from Page 37

IF YOU GO
Gingerbread Lane 
Village

Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
When: Nov. 17 to Jan. 12, 
2014
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $11/adults, $8/
children, students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org
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46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Aunt Bella’s
O F  L I T T L E  N E C K

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

10% OFF 
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table. Not Good for Lunch 
Specials or Holidays. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$795
+tax

Come & Enjoy a Delicious 
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!!!

Monday - Friday 12pm to 3pm

Penne Melinzano 
(Eggplant & zucchini in a light red sauce)

Penne Campagnola 
(Chicken, peas & mushrooms sautéed 

in a light marinara sauce)

Penne Papalina 
(Proscuitto, peas & mushrooms in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Florentine 
(Mushrooms, sundried tomatoes & spinach 

in a garlic wine sauce)

Penne Fantasia 
(Shrimp & crab meat sautéed in a shrimp bisque sauce)

Penne Deliziosa 
(Eggplant, zucchini, broccoli & fresh mozzarella 

in a light red sauce)

Penne Scarpiello 
(Chicken & sausage sautéed with mushrooms 

& balsamic vinegar)

Penne Florio 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ mushrooms, peas & 

asparagus in a virgin olive oil & garlic)

Penne Fortunati 
(Onions, mushrooms & capers in a virgin olive oil)

Penne Caruso 
(Onions, mushrooms, peas & prosciutto 

in a pink cream sauce)

Penne Gamberoni 
(Baby shrimp sautéed w/ garlic & basil 

in a marinara sauce)

Penne Vodka 
(Sautéed in a pink cream sauce)

Penne & Chicken Scampi 
(A garlic, wine, butter & lemon sauce)

No Substitutions or Takeouts

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

In Sandy Rustin’s new play 
“The Cottage,” now at the Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center, any 
doubt that we’re deep in Nöel 
Coward territory simply vanishes 
after a very pregnant character is 
handed a scotch to sip while she 
enjoys long drags from her ciga-
rette. 

It is oh so civilized, and oh so 
very funny. 

Rustin said she wanted to 
write a play that followed the 
rules and structure of a Coward 
comedy, but provided stronger 
roles for the women in the cast. 

At last week’s world pre-
miere, it’s clear Rustin more than 
accomplished her goal. 

The play, set in the English 
countryside in 1923, concerns the 
various infidelities of three cou-
ples, Beau and his wife, Marjorie; 
Clarke and his wife, Sylvia; and 
Dierdre and her newly divorced 
ex-husband, Richard. For these 
six, love resembles a sort of game 

with winners and losers, but once 
the truth begins to unravel just 
who earns a check in their win 
column becomes a little more 
muddled. Beau and Clarke are 
brothers. Beau is having an affair 
with Sylvia and Dierdre. Clarke 
has been carrying on with Marjo-
rie. And Richard, may or may not 
be a serial killer.

Got that? No matter. 
As in the best of Coward, the 

setup is the least important com-

ponent of the evening. What mat-
ters is the sparkling dialogue and 
witty give-and-take between the 
characters. 

And as promised, Rustin pro-

vides Amy Rutberg as Sylvia, Ma-
ria Couch as Marjorie and Han-
ley Smith as Dierdre with the best 
and brightest lines in this breezy 
90-minute production. 

Rutberg walks away with the 
show as the young woman who 
wants to believe marriage equals 
happiness rather than just con-

Check into ‘The Cottage’ for some oh so civilized laughter
Astoria Performing Arts Center premieres comedic play that borrows the best from Noël Coward

Continued on Page 38

Cast members from “The Cottage,” including Maria Couch (l. to r.), Amy Rutberg, Jason Loughlin, Hanley Smith and Kevin 
Isola rehearse a scene. Photo courtesy Stephen K. Dobay

IF YOU GO
“The Cottage”

Where: APAC Theater, Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
When: Through Nov. 23, Thursday 
and Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 
pm and 8 pm
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Happy Thanksgiving from Austin’s!
AUSTIN’S COMPLETE FIVE COURSE DINNER INCLUDES

Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Coffee or Tea

APPETIZERS (choice of one)
Wonton Wrapped Shrimp

Roast Pumpkin and Sage Risotto
Lobster Pot Pie

Pumpkin Ravioli with Sage Butter Sauce

SOUP
Smoky Butternut Squash

SALAD
Mixed Greens, Mango, Prosciutto 

& Bermuda Onion

ENTRÉES
Roast Vermont Turkey 28
Stuffi ng, Gravy, and Cranberry Sauce
Veal Scaloppini Madeira and Porcini Mushrooms 32
Roast Duck Breast with Pomegranate-Chile Sauce 30
Cannelloni Filled with Salmon and Spinach 30
with Parmesan Cheese Sauce
Monkfi sh Baked with Prosciutto and Artichoke 32
Filet Mignon and Bacon Wrapped Scallops 35

VEGETABLE (choice of one) 
Mashed Carrots and Parsnips 
Creamed Spinach

POTATOES (choice of one)
Roasted Fingerling Red Potato
Candied Yams

718.849.3939
82-70 Austin Street, 

Kew Gardens, NY 11415

DESSERT (choice of one)
Pumpkin Bread Pudding, Apple Pie, 
Pumpkin Pie, Chocolate Mousse Cake

LET US DO ALL 
THE COOKING! 

Turkey Dinner for 12 (18-20 lbs) Only $230 Plus tax
Turkey Dinner for 6 (10-12 lbs) Only $135 Plus tax 
Includes ALL the trimmings. 
Place your order by November 22, 2013. Call Colleen (718) 849-3939
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tentment, which is where 
she finds herself now. 

The play opens as Syl-
via and Beau, played in a 
sleazy yet charming way 
by Jason Loughlin, lounge 
in their silk robes sipping 
tea and discussing their 
future. Slowly, we learn 
this happy couple are in-
laws and while Beau would 
be content to maintain the 
status quo, Sylvia wishes 
to move things along. She 
informs Beau that she sent 
telegrams to Clarke and 
Marjorie coming clean. 
Naturally, after she reveals 
this, there is the first round 
of knocking on the front 
door. 

The arrival of Clarke, 
played by Kevin Isola, pro-
vides Rutberg with the op-
portunity to perform a bit 
of slapstick as she is shut-
tled off to the window seat 
and hidden. That doesn’t 
stop Rutberg from adding a 
few serious lines that, from 
her current locale, become 
utterly hysterical. 

As Beau’s pregnant 
wife Marjorie, Couch pos-
sesses an acerbic wit and a 
levelheadedness that sees 

the current situation as a 
blessing because she is free 
to go off with Clarke, the 
one man, and actual father 
of her unborn child, whom 
she loves. 

In one of Rustin’s few 
missteps, Couch becomes 
the butt of a sophomoric 
joke, which had the audi-
ence howling with shrieks 
of laughter. However, you’d 
be hard-pressed to find this 
bit of toilet humor in any 
of Coward’s work. Why go 
for the cheap laugh when 
everything up to now has 
been genuinely funny on a 
higher level? 

Smith also sparkles in 
the role of the slightly dim-
witted Dierdre, who on more 
than one occasion makes 
cogent arguments that belie 
her uneducated background. 
She also gets many of the 
best lines. At one point, when 
discussing her newly minted 
ex-husband Richard’s ten-
dency to murder her former 
lovers, she balks at the term 
murderer. 

“Murderer has such a 
negative connotation,” she 
says. 

And as Richard, Dan-
iel Bielinski brings a sweet-
ness to the role of a man, 
who having long ago lost 
his one true love, is desper-

ate to keep his wife even if 
she is just someone to stave 
off the loneliness. 

“He seems quite gen-
tlemanly for a killer,” one 
character says about Rich-
ard. 

Director Adam Dan-
nheisser maintains the 
necessary light touch 
throughout the show that 
keeps everything hum-
ming along. Stephen K. Do-
bay’s set perfectly captures 
the look and feel of an Eng-
lish cottage with books and 
knickknacks crammed into 
every available corner. 

And for the most part, 
Rustin’s script pays respect 
to Coward’s work, but pres-
ents it from the female point 
of view, while she keeps it 
all light and bubbly. 

Coward was once criti-
cized for what some people 
said was squandering his 
talents on such fluff. 

But he countered that 
the theater exists for peo-
ple’s amusement and not to 
teach or reform them. 

Rustin clearly brushed 
up on her Coward for this 
delightful farce. 

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at kzimmer-
man@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4541.

musical number. How does 
that happen?  

John Barratta is the 
longtime technical direc-
tor who is responsible for 
building the sets.  Add a 
runway and you have space 
along the sides to extend 
the stage as some of the cast 
sing and dance.  

David Arzberger is 
this show’s choreographer 
and certainly did a fine 
job. Once a show is choreo-
graphed, much of the re-
sponsibility is turned over 
to the dance captain, in this 
case, Amanda Montoni. 

“My role as dance cap-
tain is to be there if anyone 
has questions about the 
dances, if they need some-
thing explained in detail, 
or just reassurance of what 
the steps are,” Montoni 
said. “I teach the choreog-
raphy to cast mates who 
might have been absent 
during the rehearsal when 
it was initially taught, and 

to re-teach it if anyone is 
unsure. Besides being a 
helping hand, I have to 
know all of the choreogra-
phy to make sure the danc-
es are running smoothly 
and everyone is clear on 
the steps.” 

Montoni has an ex-
tensive dance background 
dancing since the age of 2.

”The most difficult 
part about doing this is 
making sure everyone is on 
the same page, the number 
looks great, and lives up to 
the choreographer’s and di-
rector’s expectations,” she 
said.

As far as getting satis-
faction, “even though some 
numbers aren’t perfect — 
it’s live theater, anything 
can happen — it’s such a re-
warding feeling when you 
look at the improvement 
everyone has from when we 
first started,” Montoni said. 
“The progress is amazing. 
Cast mates tell me, and 
show me, they can do things 
they’ve never thought they 
could and I would definite-

ly do it again.”
There are those mem-

bers who attend the audi-
tions on their own, some 
who are recommended and 
people who simply drop in 
and ask if they can simply 
help with tasks like paint-
ing the sets or assisting 
Pauline Baratta, in charge 
of the costumes. It’s all 
about musical theatre cre-
ating a community. 

Final performances 
take place this weekend. 

Blonde
Continued from Page 35

IF YOU GO
“Legally Blonde the 
Musical”

Where: Free Synagogue 
of Flushing Community 
Theatre Group, 41-60 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
When: Saturday, Nov. 16 at 
8 pm, and Sunday, Nov. 17 
at 3 pm
Cost: $18, $15/students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.fsfctg.org

Cottage
Continued from Page 37
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154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357

Pumpkin Bisque 

Roasted Turkey
With pomegranate-molasses glaze 

Choice of stuffi ng:
Traditional Stuffi ng

Apple-cornbread dressing

Italian Stuffi ng
Ground beef, prosciutto ham, parmeggiano, 

mozzarella & chestnuts

Glazed Baked Ham 
Sides

Mashed potatoes with butter
Green beans sautéed with onions

Creamed corn
Sweet potatoes with marshmallows

Cranberry jelly
Corn bread 

Penne alla vodka 

Dessert, coffee, soda, glass of wine

Thanksgiving Menu
       Please Call for Reservations

$40
per person

718.767.3100

by Fulbright Fellow Accra Shepp 
exploring the waterways of the 
City. 
When: Through Jan. 12, 2014, 
Opening reception Nov. 16 at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/suggested admission, 
Free/members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Isamu Noguchi/Qi Baishi/
Beijing 1930 — This exhibition 
marks the fi rst time Noguchi’s 
fi gurative ink scrolls have been 
displayed alongside works by 
the master ink painter, Qi Baishi, 
whom Noguchi studied with in 
1930 Beijing. 
When: Through Jan. 26, 2014
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children and 
museum members
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Mike Kelley — MoMA PS1 turns its 
entire building into an exhibition 
of Kelley’s innovative work 
that incorporates American 
popular culture in pieces using 
both modernist and alternative 
traditions. 
When: Through Feb. 2, 2014
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

2013 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition — Socrates 
Sculpture Park presents 15 new 
commissions that respond to the 
park’s unique waterfront, urban 
environment with conceptual and 
formal artworks that are visually 
compelling, mysterious and 
provocative. 
When:  Through March 31, 2014
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

EVENTS

Farmer’s Market at Queens 
Botanical Gardens — Every 
Friday get fresh and local 
produce, nuts, coffees and more. 
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Queens Botanical Gardens 
outside the Gardens’ fence on 
Dahlia Avenue near Main Street. 
Contact: (718) 866-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Continued from Page 36
DANCE

Take Root — NonaLee Dance 
Theatre and Mei Yamanaka 
headline the fi fth season opener 
of Take Root, which aids in the 
development and performance of 
new dance work. 
When: Friday, Nov. 15, at 8 pm, 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.
org

Fertile Ground — The monthly 
showcase for emerging and 
established artists in dance. This 
month’s event features In Noon 
Dance, Bugge Ballet, Kalamindir 
Dance Co., WLU Repertory Dance, 
Carmen Caceres and Marcia 
Brooks.
When: Sunday, Nov. 17, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.
org

The Hungarian State Folk 
Ensemble — This presentation 
features one of the highest 
regarded folkloric dance 
companies in the world. They will 
be joined on-stage by the Folk 
Orchestra and Gipsy Orchestra. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 17, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach the 
400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 12 
and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — Free 
line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 

Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 am–6 
pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., at Avenue of 
Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn how 
to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 202-
05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 
cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., at Avenue of 
Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Taam Shabbat/Mommy & Me — 
Meet other moms and help your 
little ones socialize and play with 
other children. Chabad of Long 
Island City provides mommies 
and their babies, ages newborn 
to 4, with weekly activities meant 
to bring families closer to their 
community. 
When: Thursdays, 3:30 pm – 4:30 
pm
Where: Chabad of LIC, 10-31 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10 per class, $60 per 
session, $50 per session if paid in 
advance, $45 per session for club 
members.
Contact: (718) 609-0066
Website: Chabadlic.com
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Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

For Reservations
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE
PARTIES & CATERING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE Parking

We Are Celebrating Over  
35 Years In Business

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

$2895
Entertainment by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez

A La Carte Menu Children’s Menu
Available

THANKSGIVING DINNER

RESTAURANT

{

FEATURING  
ART & SPORTS MEMORABILIA  
IN ALL MEDIA & PRICE RANGE

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Professionally Conducted by

MARLIN 
Fine Auctions and 
Creative Events

ART
AUCTION

SATURDAY  EVEN ING ,  NOV .  23 ,  2013 
PREVIEW @ 7:30 PM  AUCTION @ 8:30 PM

HOSTED BY

HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER
183-02 UNION TURNPIKE  FLUSHING, N.Y. 11366 

T:718.380.4145

$10 pp w/ advance payment   
$15 pp at the door

Door Prize  50/50 Raffle

Refreshments,  
Wine & Schmooze

Let us cook for you this Thanksgiving

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

* * 718.821.8401 * 

Reservations Strongly Recommended, Reserve Your Table Today!

SUNDAY FUNDAY
  NOW BOOKING 
  HOLIDAY PARTIES!

718-821-8401
CHRISTMAS WITH ERNIE AND CONNIE

The Von Westernhagens Return to the Kitchen
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)

To be featured  in our Guide To Dining 

call for information: 718.260.4521
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For Giana Stanigar, 
vintage clothing is about 
much more than style.

She and her business 
partner, Jessica Fechner, 
opened Pin Up Queens, 
22-03 Astoria Blvd. in LIC, 
aboutique featuring au-
thentic vintage styles, in 
September 2012.

“I really enjoy con-
necting people with the 
pieces in the wardrobe that 
they’re going to treasure 
and keep forever,” Stanigar 
said. “Sometimes it’s like 
the ‘Missed Connections’ 
page on Craigslist in here.”

Stanigar began collect-
ing vintage clothing when 
she was in junior high 
school in southern Califor-
nia, which had a strong vin-
tage and rockabilly scene.

But her first exposure 
to fashion came from her 
family.

She had family mem-
bers who were beaders 
for the Ice Capades in the 
1940s, and her great-aunt 
worked as a pattern maker 
for a California couture la-
bel called Addie Masters.

She was drawn to vin-

tage clothing because the 
garments are of higher 
quality than new clothing 
produced by “fast fashion” 

brands and allowed her to 
stand out from others.

Stanigar later moved 
to New York, where she 

worked in the corporate 
world, but she continued 
to collect and sell vintage 
clothing on the side.

After being laid off 
from her full-time job, she 
focused her energy on her 
online shop and found she 
made more money than at 
her previous job.

“I had to work 60 or 70 
hours a week, though,” she 
said. “But it didn’t feel like 
work. I liked it.”

She said she wanted to 
open the brick and mortar 
store to become more invest-
ed in the neighborhood.

Stanigar met Fechner 
when she went to her studio 
to buy clothing from her.

Both had personal stu-
dios from which they sold 
clothing. Both were inter-
ested in opening up a brick 
and mortar shop.

“When I met her, it was 
like finding the missing 
piece of the puzzle,” Stani-
gar said about Fechner.

Stanigar and Fechner 
found the space for their 
business in Astoria close to 
where they both lived. They 
spent months renovating it 
and transformed the spot 
into a boutique for authen-
tic vintage wares.

Stanigar is constantly 
on the lookout for pieces to 
resell, she said. She scours 

estate sales, antique malls, 
flea markets, barn sales 
and other vintage collec-
tors.

She said vintage in 
the city is “picked over and 
overpriced,” so she prefers 
to look as far away from New 
York as she can get.

She even searches for 
items while she is on vaca-
tion.

“I will go to the ends 
of the earth looking for 
things,” she said.

Stanigar said she and 
Fechner keep contempo-
rary trends as well as clas-
sic styles in mind while 
stocking the store.

Demand changes with 
current trends. The release 
of the movie “The Great 
Gatsby” as well as the TV 
series “Mad Men” both in-
fluenced what customers 
wanted.

From re-beading to 
removing difficult stains, 
both Stanigar and Fechner 
spend hours on garment 
restoration. Stanigar said 
she prefers to buy garments 
that are already in near-
perfect condition, but will 
sometimes take a chance 
on something.

Pin Up Queens turns hobby into new career
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By Bill Parry

A federal judge has 
decided against issuing a 
permanent injunction that 
would stop the demolition 
of 5Pointz in Long Island 
City.

The way is clear for the 
building’s owners, Jerry 
and David Wolkoff, to begin 
preparing to tear down the 
graffiti mecca to make way 
for luxury high-rise resi-
dential towers. “That’s our 
understanding of it,” said 
5Pointz spokeswoman Ma-
rie Cecile Flageul, “We’re 
disappointed, but we’re al-
ready working on our next 
move.”

Brooklyn Judge Fred-
eric Block ruled against 
the artists’ motion for a 
preliminary injunction 
against G&M Realty, which 
would have postponed the 
demolition. The judge also 
dissolved the temporary 
restraining order, which 

allowed the Wolkoffs to re-
sume planning for razing 
of the site at 22-44 Jackson 
Ave.

Wolkoff’s attorneys 
immediately withdrew per-
mission for the artists to 
paint, so there will be no 
more painting at 5Pointz. 

Jonathan Cohen, known as 
Meres One, and his band of 
street artists have until the 
end of November to leave 
the premises.

But they will not go 
quietly. A rally is planned 
at 5Pointz for 3 p.m. Satur-
day.

“It’s been tough on us,” 
said Marie Cecile Flageul, 
spokeswoman for 5Pointz. 
“We put in all the work and 
put our lives on hold dur-
ing this battle, so we really 
took the decision hard.”

Their attorney, Jean-
nine Chanes, said the origi-

nal lawsuit is not over. The 
artists have been seeking 
protection of their work 
under the 1990 Visual Arts 
Rights Act.

“Judge Block’s decision 
only affects the injunction. 
There is still a lawsuit and 
there will still be a trial,” 
Chanes said.

“If the art is destroyed, 
the law allows for dam-
ages,” Chanes explained. 
“If destroyed intentionally, 
it could mean $150,000 per 
piece.”

It has been estimated 
that more than 350 murals 
cover the walls of the old 
warehouse.

Jerry Wolkoff was not 
available for comment, but 
he has said he wants demo-
lition to begin before the 
end of the year.

“That may not be so 
easy. There are still tenants 
in that building,” Chanes 
said. “There’s a clothing 
factory on the second floor 

and there are two halal 
businesses that operate out 
of there as well.”

While the artists are 
resigned to the fact that 
5Pointz will be coming 
down at some point, they 
do not blame Block for his 
decision.

“It didn’t go our way 
and that’s part of the rule of 
law,” said Flageul.

There was an inci-
dent while the temporary 
restraining order was in 
place, however. While the 
artists were ordered not to 
paint, the owners were or-
dered not to touch the art-
work.

“We presented photo 
evidence that two gates con-
taining artwork were re-
moved and the judge didn’t 
even give them a slap on the 
wrist,” Flageul. said. “If 
one of us started to paint, 
they would’ve thrown us in 
jail.”

By Bill Parry

The long-awaited open-
ing of M. Wells Steakhouse 
in Long Island City took 
place when owner Hugue 
Dufour invited friends, 
family and associates to 
dinner seatings Tuesday 
and Wednesday nights.

Opening night for the 
general public was sched-
uled Thursday night.

“It’s been a very long 
time coming,” Dufour. said. 
“We’re very excited.”

Dufour and his part-
ner, Sarah Obraitis, be-
came the darlings of the 
culinary set with their 
original M. Wells, a highly 
acclaimed Long Island City 
restaurant that closed in 
2011. Last year, they opened 
M. Wells Dinette at MoMA 
PS1, but the hours were 
limited.

While they will con-
tinue to operate the dinette, 

the new restaurant was 
their main goal all along.

Housed in an old auto-
body garage, at 43-15 Cres-
cent St., the building looks 
worn down. There are no 
signs. Indoors, there is seat-
ing for 70 in what Dufour 
calls his concrete and dark 
wooded “Temple of Meat.”

His European-style 
cuts of meat and poultry 
will be prepared on a wood 
fire grill and there is a ce-
ment trough full of live 
trout.

The one-story building 
is across the street from 

LIC Linc, a luxury tower 
with 700 units, which will 
have its ribbon-cutting cer-
emony Nov. 25.

Rockrose Develop-
ments owns both build-
ings, part of a plan to turn 
Court Square into a resi-
dential and entertainment 
hub. Rockrose has invested 
nearly a billion dollars into 
the Court Square area, 
with four projects under 
construction or in develop-
ment.

Further plans for the 
area will be announced af-
ter the new year.

M. Wells Steakhouse opens in a former auto-body garage on 
Crescent Street, part of Rockrose Development’s plan to upgrade 
the Court Square section of LIC. Photo by Bill Parry

A federal judge refuses to issue a permanent injunction and dissolves a temporary restraining order. 
5Points moves closer to a date with the wrecking ball.

M. Wells Steakhouse makes 
its return to Long Island City

Judge rules demolition of 5Pointz can begin

taking aspirin — and that’s 
when I’m in the house with 
my windows closed.”

Some residents said 
that they have been awak-
ened late at night because 
of aircraft noise.

Knoesel said there are 
no restrictions to what time 
a plane can fly, although 
airlines generally oper-
ate the planes between the 
hours of 6 a.m. and 12 a.m.

Over the summer some 
airlines choose to land later 
flights if the flights have 
been delayed, according to 
Mark Guiod, manager of 

the FAA’s New York Termi-
nal Radar Approach Con-
trol. Some land as late as 2 
a.m. 

Knoesel said residents 
all around Queens suffer 
from the noise. Authorities 
must balance complaints 
along with maintaining op-
erations of the airports that 
are part of the busiest air-
space in the world, he said.

He said La Guardia 
airlines are beginning to 
replace some older, louder 
planes, which should help 
address the noise issue.

“The geographical 
area of who is being ex-
posed to and experiencing 
that noise is shrinking, it’s 
getting smaller,” he said. 

“The planes are changing 
out, and these planes are a 
lot quieter than what they 
used to be. There’s no more 
707s, there’s no more 727s 
— those things were really 
very, very loud.”

To log complaints, call 
1-800-225-1071. Complaints 
can also be submitted 
through planenoise.com/
panynj/daPRAbf9.

Information about 
Queens Quiet Skies, a non-
profit that advocates for 
relief from airplane noise 
for all Queens residents, 
is available at queensqui-
etskies.org. The group can 
be contacted at queensqui-
etskies@aol.com.

Continued from Page 5 

Planes

time exhibitor, wearing a 
clown nose as he passed out 
brochures.

“I’m a Queens guy 
from Forest Hills. I’ve al-
ways heard of this event 
and thought it was a good 
way to promote the circus 
because we’re coming to 

Queens from mid-May to 
mid-June,” he said.

Even though it was 
billed as the largest trade 
event in Queens with a re-
cord turnout of more than 
3,500 visitors and 130 ex-
hibitors, Dana Frankel, the 
partnership’s director of 
economic development, did 
have one regret: It was not 
in Long Island City.

“This used to be done 

at the Water’s Edge, but it 
outgrew the restaurant and 
we needed more space,” she 
said. “Unfortuneately, there 
isn’t a venue large enough 
back in LIC. It would be 
great to have it back in the 
neighborhood.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538.

Continued from Page 19 

Expo
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
Just two minutes. 

That’s all Monsignor Mc-
Clancy needed to change 
its fortunes against Ken-
nedy Catholic and clinch 
its third straight city soc-
cer title.

Trailing by a goal for 
nearly the entire game, the 
Crusaders scored twice 
late to pull out a dramatic 
2-1 victory in the CHSAA 
Class A boy’s soccer final 
at Fordham University last 
Saturday.

The comeback started 
in the 72nd minute, then 
Alex Ulic placed a beautiful 
pass into the box and senior 
Michael Ferrara headed the 
ball in. Two minutes later, 
star senior Joey Mifsud 
dribbled a ball down the 
left side and blasted a shot 
from 20 yards out past the 
Kennedy Catholic keeper 
for the eventual winning 
goal. He fell to his knees in 
celebration.

“I thought it’s my se-
nior year, I gotta go out 
with a bang,” Mifsud said. 
“I thought when I got the 
ball, I might as well take 
a shot. You never know es-
pecially in a final. I didn’t 
get to see the whole goal, 
but I saw the ball go in and 

I knew right there that we 
won the game.”

McClancy (13-2-1) didn’t 
start the game the way it 
had hoped and allowed 
Kennedy Catholic to take 
control. Their opponent 
won the possession game in 
the first half and moved the 
ball flawlessly around the 
Crusaders’ defense. The 
Gaels (14-1-1) jumped out to 
a 1-0 lead in the 17th minute 
after senior Gareth Esteves 
passed the ball in the box 
to Tom Cioffi, who tapped 
it perfectly into the back of 
the net. McClancy came out 
with a different energy in 
the second half.

“We told these guys to 
keep fighting,” McClancy 
Coach Michael Sylvester 
said. “In the first half we 
were a little shaky, but 
we knew we had to settle 
in and play our game. We 
called on the seniors. We 
had to lean on them, these 
guys stepped up, Joey and 
Mike put one in for us.”

The Gaels joined the 
CHSAA this season and 
were a new threat to the 
Crusaders’ reign. The 
teams got to know each 
other during a regular sea-
son battle that Kennedy 
Catholic won 1-0. McClancy 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Holy Cross football 

Coach Tom Pugh talks 
about how a player defines 
his career by how well he 
performs against St. Fran-
cis Prep. Well, Brandon 
Jackson is hitting legend-
ary status at this point.

The senior has been 
a serious thorn in the Ter-
riers’ side and only added 
to that in the biggest game 
between the Francis Lewis 
Boulevard rivals in more 
than a decade. Jackson’s 
65-yard punt return for a 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter was the deciding 
score in No. 6 Holy Cross’ 
20-13 victory over No. 3 St. 
Francis Prep in the CHSFL 
Class AAA quarterfinals 
Saturday night at Mitchel 
Field. It gave the Knights a 
20-6 lead with 4:23 remain-
ing in the school’s first 
playoff meeting since 1997.

“He loves that game,” 
Pugh said.

It wasn’t the first time 
Jackson burned SFP, which 
was making its first ‘AAA’ 
playoff appearance since 
2008. In last year’s Turkey 
Bowl win he had a punt re-
turn touchdown and two in-
terceptions, one of which he 
returned for a score. This 
season’s victory meant 
more than that because of 
the setting.

“It’s a great feeling, es-
pecially it being my senior 
year, my last time to face 
these guys,” Jackson said. 
“To send them home in a 
playoff game, you can’t ask 
for a better situation.”

His score, behind a 
caravan of blockers, includ-
ing Sal DiCamillo, down 
the left sideline came short-

ly after the Terriers nearly 
tied the score down 13-6 
with 8:56 left in the game.

Marquis Gordon 
fumbled the ball near the 
goal line. The line judge 
signaled touchdown as the 
back judge called a touch-
back after the ball rolled 
out of the back of the end 
zone. The officials eventu-
ally ruled it a touchback 
and gave Holy Cross (7-3) 
the ball instead of the Ter-
riers putting points on the 
board.

Knights linebacker 
Jordan Francklin said the 
ball was knocked out of 
Gordon’s hands from before 
he could cross the goal line. 
St. Francis Prep assistant 
Coach Richie Carroll didn’t 
get a good look at the play, 
but noted that the referee 
with the best view called 
for a score.

“Someone who didn’t 
have the angle waved it 
off,” he said.

St. Francis Prep (8-
2) still got itself back into 
the game when quarter-
back William Gluck, who 
was 5-for-10 passing for 
137 yards, connected with 
Michael Hartgrove (three 
catches, 67 yards) for a 49-
yard touchdown pass to cut 
the Cross lead to 20-13 with 
3:00 left in the game.

The Knights, like they 
did all game, pounded the 
run to close it out. Senior 
Brandon Pelzer, who car-
ried the ball 16 times for 89 
yards and a score, picked 
up three yards on a fourth-
and-1 to seal the win. 
Francklin ran for 75 yards 
on 17 carries.

“Seniors have to step 
up at the end of games,” 
Pelzer said.

He gave Cross a 7-0 lead 
in the second quarter with 
a 1-yard score. The advan-
tage didn’t last long. SFP 
answered right back with 
a 1-yard touchdown run by 
Tariq Olivier that pulled 
his team within 7-6 before 
halftime. Chris Manfre 
added a 24-yard scoring 
run on the opening drive of 
the third quarter to extend 
the Cross lead to 13-6.

The Knights advance 
to their first semifinal 
since 2009 and travel to No. 
2 Chaminade this Satur-
day. Holy Cross lost just 3-0 
to the Flyers in the regular 
season meeting.

“We know it’s going to 
be a tough game,” Jackson 
said. “It was a battle last 
time. Hopefully, we can ex-
ecute and come out with a 
win.”

Continued on Page 49

Holy Cross quarterback Akini Primus hands the ball to running back Brandon Pelzer. 
Photo by William Thomas

Monsignor McClancy celebrates after beating Kennedy Catholic for 
the CHSAA Class A soccer championship. Photo by Robert Cole

McClancy team rallies 
with late goals for title

Holy Cross runs past Prep
Jackson scores on punt return to propel Knights into semifi nals
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Joseph Loboco  
dropped to his knees and 
put his head in his hands as 
the final horn sounded on 
his St. Francis Prep career 
and a season that went fur-
ther than his team could 
have imagined.

The Terriers went as 
far as they could go, but 
were unable to bring home 
the ultimate prize after 
falling to St. Anthony’s 2-0 
in the CHSAA boy’s soccer 
state championship game 
Monday afternoon at Bel-
son Stadium. The crown 
would have been SFP’s first 
since 2003.

“The first couple of 
games were very shaky,” 
said Loboco, the team’s top 
defender. “Later on we all 
came together as a team.”

His squad’s chance at 
a state crown was severely 
hindered when senior mid-
fielder Brandon Silva was 
ejected from the game in 

the 24th minute when he 
was given a straight red 
car. Friars midfielder Jus-
tin Carfora fouled Silva, 
who scored the lone goal 
in the Terriers’ state semi-
final win. Before he got up 
he kicked Carfora in full 

view of the official. It left 
the Terriers a man down 
for the rest of the match.

“It’s tough losing one 
of your best players, espe-
cially one of our best mid-
fielders” Loboco said.

SFP (14-4-2) was still 

able to hold the Friars (22-1-
1) scoreless in the first half, 
thanks to the play of Loboco 
and keeper Chris Kilcarr. 
The Friars, however, struck 
quickly after the break. T.J. 
Butzke put in a 28-yard free 
kick in the 45th minute. St. 

Anthony’s greatly outshot 
the Terriers in the second 
half and tallied the second 
goal when Nick Cestaro 
dribbled through the SFP 
defense and scored in the 
69th minute.

“We came into the 

game expecting more, but 
obviously the red card 
early and your team lost 
momentum,” Kilcarr said. 
“We played 45 minutes with 
no goal scored, but the free 
kick happened.”

Being in the state final 
appeared unlikely after a 
uncertain start to the sea-
son. St. Francis Prep was 
outplayed by Archbishop 
Molloy and fell to Xaverian. 
SFP got better as the year 
went and played its best 
soccer in the post season. It 
beat Archdiocesan champi-
on Fordham Prep in the in-
tersectional semifinal, top 
rival Archbishop Molloy in 
the title game and fell a win 
short of the final piece.

“After three or four 
games this year we didn’t 
think we were going this 
far,” Terriers Coach Fran-
co Purificato said. “We had 
no thoughts of this. Then 
things started coming to-
gether late in the season 
and we made a nice run.”

Consider the Holy 
Cross and St. Francis Prep 
football rivalry back where 
it belongs even if it was 
played on the wrong boule-
vard.

The resurgence of the 
Terriers’ program made 
the Battle of the Francis 
Lewis a true battle again 
despite taking place on 
Charles Lindbergh Bou-
levard in Hempstead, L.I. 
The two rivals produced 
the most competitive game 
in five years in the Knights’ 

20-13 win in the CHSFL 
Class AAA quarterfinals at 
Mitchel Field Saturday.

“I give them credit,” 
Holy Cross running back 
Brandon Pelzer said of St. 
Francis Prep. “That’s a 
good team. They belonged 
today.”

The Knights, winners 
of five straight against SFP, 
still own the rivalry on the 
field. The last St. Francis 
Prep victory was back in 
2008, when the school made 
its last Class AAA playoff 
appearance before this sea-
son. A handful of lopsided 
losses followed, including 
19-0 last year.

The latest version was 
no such thing.

“We’re getting closer,” 
Terriers assistant Coach 

Richie Carroll said.
The programs them-

selves couldn’t be closely 
tied together. The players 
are former Pop Warner 
teammates. Cross running 
back Jordan Francklin’s 
sister Skylar is a junior at 
St. Francis Prep rooting for 
the Knights. Terriers quar-
terback William Gluck’s 
father was a cornerback at 
Holy Cross, just to name a 
few.

“That’s my little sis-
ter,” Francklin said. “She’s 
on my side.”

The players talked 
about the extra hype and 
buildup around this game, 
the first playoff meeting 
since 1997. Teachers, class-
mates and friends couldn’t 

BY ANTHONY PARELLI

Queens High School of 
Teaching’s Jasmine Bustos 
didn’t expect to play the 
hero. The senior did fulfill 
the role masterfully by re-
cording a hat trick in the 
biggest game of her career.

Her goals were more 
than enough to lift the Ti-
gers to a 4-0 win over Frank 
Sinatra in the PSAL Class 
B girl’s soccer final Satur-
day morning on Randall’s 
Island. The victory gave 
Queens HS of Teaching (15-
1-0) its first championship 
since 2008 and it is the first 
of Bustos’ career. The game 
was a battle of division ri-
vals that split the two regu-
lar season meetings.

“I knew this was a dif-

ficult team,” she said. “We 
went in all or nothing, but 
I didn’t think I was scoring 
three.”

Bustos, who has 49 
goals and 24 assists this 
season, tallied scores in the 
12th, 45th and 54th minutes. 
The first goal came when 

she corralled the ball with 
her back to the net, spun 
and beat the Sinatra goal-
keeper Constantin Dres 
to give her team the early 
lead. Her two second-half 
goals happened on almost 
identical plays as she drib-

Members of Queens High School for Teaching’s soccer team cel-
ebrate their victory. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

St. Francis Prep players react to St. Anthony’s’ second goal, making the score 2-0. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bustos’ hat trick powers 
Tigers to PSAL B crown

Playoff clash breathes new life 
into Battle of Boulevard rivalry

Terriers’ state title hopes dashed by Friars
St. Anthony’s completes shutout of St. Francis Prep after star midfi elder Silva ejected from fi nal

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 5349 49
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BY JOHN TOLIS
 
St. John’s Prep erased 

the memory of last season’s 
title game defeat.

The Red Storm left no 
doubt this time around with 
a 3-1 win against Bishop 
Ford in the CHSAA Class B 
boys’ soccer final Saturday 
at Fordham University.

“We had a rough sea-
son, but we played to the 
end and we knew we were 
going to get here,” St. John’s 
Prep Coach Pietro Asaro 
said. “The seniors that are 
going to leave, they made a 
big difference.”

St. John’s Prep (9-1-2) 

held the lead throughout 
the entire game. The Red 
Storm got out to a fast start 
in the 11th minute when 
senior Bernardo Arminio 
floated the ball past the 
Bishop Ford keeper from 22 
yards out to give his club an 
early 1-0 lead.

St. John’s continued its 
onslaught on Bishop Ford 
(6-6-1) to start the second 
half. It took a 2-0 lead in the 
43rd minute when Gabriel 
Restaino put the ball in all 
the way from the left corner 
as the ball hit off the keeper 
into the net.

Bishop Ford answered 
back two minutes later 

when Nigel Richards ran it 
up from midfield and blast-
ed the ball in to cut the defi-
cit to 2-1. The Falcons made 
a game out of it in the sec-
ond half, as they got more 
shots on net and moved the 
ball around quicker.

St. John’s dimmed 
any chances for a Bishop 
Ford comeback in the 57th 
minute, when senior Lenin 
Sales gave a beautiful pass 
in the box to freshman Jar-
ed Daly. He calmly put the 
ball in the net to make the 
score 3-1. Despite being a 
man down in the 70th min-
ute after getting a red card, 
St. John’s still controlled 

play and didn’t make any 
mistakes. It showed the 
maturity Asaro has seen 
grow over this three years 
as coach.

“They really grew up,” 
he said. “They listen, the 
seniors listen and do what 
they’re supposed to do.”

For the Red Storm se-
niors, this is the way they 
wanted to go out after fall-
ing last year.

“We wanted this 
championship more than 
anything,” Sales said. “Ev-
erybody has more unity, ev-
erybody wants to win.”St. John’s Prep player Gregory Cudmore celebrates a goal 

during the championship match against Bishop Ford. 
Photo by Robert Cole

Red Storm beats Ford to win boys’ soccer championship

didn’t let the same thing 
happen when it mattered 
most. It left Ferrara having 
trouble describing what it’s 

like to end his senior year 
with another title.

“To make history as a 
senior it’s honestly ridicu-
lous,” he said. “I can’t ex-
plain the feeling.”

It’s a moment and a leg-
acy Mifsud, who has been 

a part of all three crowns, 
will always remember.

“Four years it’s been 
my life now. I’m not going 
to forget these four years,” 
Mifsud said.

bled through numerous de-
fenders and beat the keeper 
to the left side of the net.

“She’s awesome,” 
QHST Coach Alfonso Fer-
nandez said. “Not just to-
day. She’s the best striker 
in the city. She played beau-
tiful.”

The Tigers’ other goal 
was scored on a free kick in 
the 38th minute when Mak-
enzie Saborowski found 
the back of the net from 35 

yards out against Sinatra 
(14-2-0) Saborowski looped 
it perfectly over the keep-
er’s hands and into the top 
far corner of the net.

“Mackenzie is one of 
the strongest players not 
only on my team, but I be-
lieve in the whole city,” Fer-
nandez said. “She’s always 
ready to play.”

As big a factor as the 
offense for the Tigers so 
was the play of their de-
fense, led by defender Ka-
trina Cardenas. She helped 
her team allow only three 
shots on goal throughout 

the contest.
“Katrina is my cap-

tain,” Fernandez said. 
“The whole defense played 
awesome.”

Both Bustos and 
Cardenas will participate 
in this weekend’s Mayor’s 
Cup, featuring the best se-
nior soccer players in the 
city. They head there as 
city champions.

“It means everything, 
especially now,” Bustos 
said of the title. “It’s my last 
year and I really wanted 
this.”

stop talking about it all 
week. Carroll said there 
was nothing that needed to 
be said to get his team up 
for this contest.

“It was probably the 
biggest game I’ve ever 
played in my life,” St. Fran-
cis Prep wide receiver Mi-
chael Hartgrove said. “Ev-
erybody was ready for it.”

This was the way the 
game was supposed to be, 

emotions high and brag-
ging rights at stake. A few 
thousand people packing 
St. John’s University like 
the old days may have been 
the only thing missing. No 
Thanksgiving game gim-
mick was needed to build 
excitement or interest. The 
only words needed to do so 
should be St. Francis Prep 
vs. Holy Cross.

“They are right down 
the block from us,” Franck-
lin said. “We take the same 
bus route.”

Still, the players knew 
this contest was unique 

because of the postseason 
implications. The Terriers 
were unbeaten in league 
play and their seniors were 
in search of their first var-
sity playoff win. Holy Cross 
was trying to get back to 
the semifinals for the first 
time since 2009.

“That defines your 
career for these kids,” 
Knights Coach Tom Pugh 
said. “Make it a playoff 
game and it adds a little bit 
more on to it.”

The Battle of the Bou-
levard has new life.

Continued from Page 48 

Rivalry

Continued from Page 45 

McClancy

Continued from Page 48 

Teaching

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Georgia Kearney-

Perry and her St. John’s 
University women’s soccer 
teammates were notice-
ably nervous waiting to 
hear their NCAA tourna-
ment fates at Taffner Field 
House.

The junior defender 
made certain to sit in the 
same chair where she had 
spent the last two seasons 
at meetings. Another 
teammate’s spirits were 
boosted after finding a 
penny heads-up.

“I’ve been pretty anx-
ious all day,” Kearney-Per-
ry said. “I wasn’t ready for 
the season to be over.”

The team eventually 
got to cheer loudly when 
they were given new life 
and the program’s first 
tournament berth since 
2009. The Red Storm will 
travel to face the No. 
3-seeded University of Cen-
tral Florida, the American 
Athletic Conference cham-
pion, 7 p.m. Saturday.

“It’s the ultimate con-
gratulations, the ultimate 
reward,” Kearney-Perry 
said.

St. John’s earned it 
with one of the program’s 
best seasons. It went 11-5-
3 and lost to Marquette in 
the Big East semifinals 
last week.

Sophomore Rachel 

Daly also made history. 
She became SJU’s all-time 
single season leader in 
points (47) and goals (22). 
Daly did that playing in 
front of a veteran defense 
led by Kearney-Perry, Sar-
ah Ashmore and Hailey 
Hemmer.

Red Storm Coach Ian 
Stone likes the matchup 
against UCF. He describes 
that as a technical team 
like his own, which strug-
gle more against physical 
opponents. Stone thinks 
if it plays well enough, 
St. John’s will make the 
Sweet 16.

“You have all those 
pieces in place,” he said. 

SJU women’s soccer team earns 
NCAA tournament appearance
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borough president on a pi-
lot program to create safe 
zones around schools with 
features such as more prom-
inent crosswalks and better 
signage. After the program 
caught fire, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
conducted a study and iden-
tified 135 elementary and 
middle-school campuses 
across the five boroughs, 
including 33 in Queens, as 
high priorities.

“Obviously it makes it 
safer for the children who 
walk to and from school, 
but it also benefits the 
entire community,” said 
Transportation Alterna-
tives Planning Director 
Jennifer Grodzeno, “specif-
ically when the schools are 
near community hubs.”

The idea spread and in 
2005 Washington approved 

the Safe Accountable Flex-
ible Efficient Transporta-
tion Equality Act, which 
set aside $244.1 billion 
through 2012 to invest in 
surface transportation 
across the country. The 
federal Highway Admin-
istration announced $1.1 
billion in awards to be paid 
out to states over that time 
through the Safe Routes to 
School program.

The DOT said that in 
total it has set aside $15 mil-
lion for projects at 13 bor-
ough schools, including the 
completed improvements at 
PS 136 in St. Albans.

As of this past June, 
New York state had com-
mitted 37 percent of the 
$53.2 million it had been al-
located.

Earlier this year pub-
lic-health researchers at 
Columbia University re-
leased a study showing that 
the rate of pedestrian in-
jury among children ages 
5 to 19 decreased 44 percent 

during school-travel hours 
in areas where SRTS was 
implemented. The rate 
remained virtually un-
changed in areas without 
the program, the study 
showed.

“Implementation of 
the SRTS program in New 
York City has contributed 
to a marked reduction in 
pedestrian injury in school-
aged children,” researchers 
wrote.

Under SAFETEA, 
transportation dollars had 
been specifically set aside 
for Safe Route programs, 
but when the federal gov-
ernment passed a new 
transportation bill in June, 
it let states spend the mon-
ey at their discretion, leav-
ing Safe Route programs 
optional.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

tion.
Everett left for Las Ve-

gas immediately after the 
incident. Las Vegas police 
caught up with him there 
and arrested him April 9, 
2010, Brown said.

Police brought Everett 
back to New York later that 
month and he has been held 
without bail since his ar-
rest.

“The defendant stands 
convicted of violently tak-
ing the life of another hu-
man being in her own home 
and then tampering with 
the body in an attempt to 

escape justice,” the district 
attorney said in a state-
ment. “Such a vicious act of 
violence demonstrates that 
this defendant is a threat to 
society and deserving of a 
lengthy prison sentence.”

Everett is scheduled 
to be sentenced Dec. 5. He 
faces up to 40 years to life 
in prison.

of July 2016.
The school was de-

signed by the architecture 
firm Pei Cobb Freed & Part-

ners, which has drawn up 
the plans for project such 
as the Grand Louvre in 
Paris, the Fordham Univer-
sity Law School at Lincoln 
Square and the Queens 
Family Court house in Ja-
maica.

The building’s struc-

tural engineer, the firm of 
Ysrael A. Seinuk, said on 
its website that the long, 
sloped school building is 
split between classrooms 
on one side and assembly 
spaces on another “distin-
guished by their precast 
concrete panels.”

killed in Woodside, as a call 
to action. 

More than 60 people 
fought off the bitter cold 
and gathered at the Langs-
ton Hughes Library, at 100-
01 Northern Blvd., where 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferraras (D-East Elmhurst) 
spoke to the crowd.

“We need to send a 
clear message that we have 
a crisis in our neighbor-
hoods,” Ferreras said. “We 
need the Department of 
Transportation to increase 
the size of our slow zones 
and add traffic islands.”

The councilwoman 
said the mindset at the city 
agency has to change as 
well.

“Everytime we ask for 
these things, we’re told that 
there aren’t enough acci-
dents. Enough is enough,” 
she said.

After the speech, 
the group marched along 
Northern Boulevard, stop-
ping at a memorial that 
marks the spot where Olvin 
Figueroa was killed.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) spoke 
to the crowd, saying, “The 
deaths of three children, 
here in our community, 

are a painful and sober-
ing reminder that there is 
much more that needs to be 
done.”

The crowd of marchers 
grew to 100 as it moved on to 
St. Mark’s Church, at 95-18 
Northern Blvd., where the 
marching band from Luis 
Bravo’s school, IS 230, per-
formed and city Public Ad-
vocate-elect Letitia James 
spoke to the children of the 
community and gave them 
credit for taking part in the 
march.

The crowd continued 
on to 37th Avenue, where 60 
more people were waiting 
for another rally at the post 
office.

A statement from 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) was read 
aloud.

“We must redouble our 
efforts to ensure necessary 
traffic-calming solutions 
are put in place to protect 
all pedestrians,” the state-
ment said. “The residents 
of Jackson Heights and Co-
rona deserve to walk the 
streets of their neighbor-
hood without the fear of be-
ing struck by a vehicle.”

Dr. Laura Newman, a 
psychologist and co-found-
er of the group Three Chil-
dren Too Many, said, “The 
event was a huge success. It 
was simultaneously painful 
and the most hopeful thing 
we’ve ever participated in.”

“To have over 200 peo-
ple take part was absolutely 
terrific considering it was 
our first event,” Furlong 
said. “I’d call it an unquali-
fied success.”

workers looking for retro-
active raises and new con-
tracts — challenges that 
will require the ambitious 
progressive to be pragmat-
ic.

But a lot has changed 
since Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg stepped into the 
office in 2002, and in the 
digital age his successor is 
getting some help.

A coalition of foun-
dations has organized a 
campaign dubbed Talking 
Transition to help bring 
the public into the transi-
tion process. With a tent 

set up in SoHo, the Twitter 
hashtag #TalkingTransi-
tion and mobile tents ready 
to pop up in places such as 
Flushing, Elmhurst and Ja-
maica, the campaign is ask-
ing New Yorkers to weigh 
in with their thoughts and 
ideas.

Louis is bullish on 
some of de Blasio’s initia-
tives — such as successful-
ly lobbying Albany to raise 
the income tax on the city’s 
top earners — but said the 
new mayor will have to 
flesh out some of his cam-
paign promises.

For example, the city 
Housing Authority current-
ly has a $14 billion hole in 
its budget. When asked on 
the campaign trail how he 

would address the red ink, 
de Blasio said he would stop 
having NYCHA pay the Po-
lice Department to provide 
security on its properties, 
a solution that would save 
only $75 million.

“Well, when you’re in 
the heat of the debate, that’s 
a good enough answer and 
everybody claps and then 
you move on, but you know 
the election is over. The de-
bates are over,” Louis said. 
“Jan. 1 he gets sworn in. 
That $14 billion accumu-
lated debt is still there and 
you know you say you’re 
going to fire John Rhea, the 
head of the housing author-
ity. OK, now he’s fired. Now 
it’s Jan. 2. Now what?”
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Hundreds march through the streets of Corona and Jackson 
Heights demanding safer streets for pedestrians after three tragic 
deaths. Photo by Bill Parry

Berg also said SNAP 
contributes to the economy. 
It provides income to gro-
cery stores, delivery people 
and food warehouses. Pro-
gram cuts can result in the 
loss of jobs, he said.

The reduction also puts 
an additional strain on food 
pantries and soup kitchens, 
which are already cutting 
back their hours and ra-
tioning food, Berg said.

“This is particularly 
important for Queens be-
cause it’s a borough of 
working people,” Berg 
continued. “Most of the 
people on SNAP are work-
ing people. And the truth 
of the matter is that work-
ing people get so few other 
forms of support.”

It is up to Congress to 

undo the cuts to SNAP, but 
in the meantime anti-hun-
ger activists are working to 
prevent even further reduc-
tions to the program.

Federal lawmakers 
have proposed making the 
eligibility requirements 
more stringent, which 
would affect between 4 mil-
lion and 6 million Ameri-
cans, according to the Cen-
ter on Budget Policy and 
Priority. They have pro-
posed cutting up to $40 bil-
lion. The reason for those 
cuts is to decrease the na-
tional debt.

“Things will go from 
worse to worser,” Berg said. 
“Additional cuts would be 
the most counterproduc-
tive, heartless policy I can 
possibly imagine.”

Political leaders from 
around Queens, especially 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) have been out-

spoken about preventing 
further cuts.

She said the cuts are 
devastating for New York-
ers.

“Congress needs to 
restore support for SNAP 
and come together to pass 
legislation that prevents 
additional cuts to this vital 
program,” she said.

Mayor-elect Bill de 
Blasio also criticized fed-
eral lawmakers.

“No New Yorker should 
go to bed hungry because 
of an extreme ideological 
agenda in Washington,” he 
said in a statement. “Our 
families are suffering. The 
recession and Superstorm 
Sandy have taken a terrible 
toll — and now Republican 
obstructionists are adding 
more pain on hardworking 
people.”
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