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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The decision on whether to 
remove longtime board member 
Sam Esposito from Community 
Board 9 amid accusations he 

made anti-Semitic remarks is not 
over.

Board Chairman James Coc-
covillo said in a statement Mon-
day that he plans to include the 
issue again on the agenda for the 

board’s December meeting.
After conferring with of-

ficials from the borough presi-
dent’s office, Coccovillo said the 
board ignored bylaws by failing 
to listen to the concerns of some 

of the board members.
The issue stems from an e-

mail Esposito wrote in June in 
which he criticized board mem-
bers Evelyn Baron, Wallace Bock 
and Jan Fenster for complain-
ing about food he had purchased 
for a gathering. Esposito alleg-
edly referred to the Jewish faith 
throughout the e-mail in a way 
that the three board members 
found to be offensive.

According to Esposito, the 
board members refused to eat food 
he ordered from a kosher deli be-
cause it was “not Kosher enough.” 
He called them ungrateful.

The three members subse-
quently asked for the removal of 
Esposito.

At the board meeting, which 
took place Nov. 12, there was 
some debate among board mem-
bers about the proper rules of 
procedure.

Eventually 34 board mem-
bers voted against Esposito’s re-
moval and 10 voted in favor of it.

Immediately afterward, 
Bock stood up and resigned. Bar-
on and Fenster left the meeting 
along with Bock without provid-

BY BILL PARRY

When the 4th Annual Queens 
World Film Festival returns 
March 4, the organizers will de-
pend on donations to run some 
of their programs this year. The 
festival’s director Katha Cato has 
had a bad year medically and the 
bills have piled up, forcing her 
and her husband Don to become 
fund-raisers.

“We used to pay for the extra 
programs right out of our pock-
ets,” she said.

“Young Filmmakers is a 
favorite of ours,” Cato said. “An 
entire fifth-grade class at PS 69 
in Jackson Heights gets to work 
with filmmakers through the en-
tire process.” 

The class makes four or five 
short films and debut them at a 
red-carpet event the week before 
the festival. Old Spice is a pro-
gram offering seniors free lunch-
time screenings. And Encore 
Screenings brings back films 
from the first three years of the 
festival for screenings around the 
borough. 

BY PHIL CORSO

Concerns over online bullying have become 
so prevalent in some circles that St. John’s Uni-
versity authored its own policy on the matter and 
dedicated an entire day to exploring its effects.

The college’s all-day cyberbullying confer-
ence Friday packed a room full of academics, 

St. John’s has its own policy 
on cyberbullying of students

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Students at York Col-
lege’s Aviation Institute are 
used to peering toward the 
sky and pretty soon they 
will have something new to 
look up to.

The City Council last 
week approved a proposal 

to recognize the famed 
black Tuskegee Airmen by 
renaming a part of South 
Road near the college in 
their honor.

Airmen Wilfred De-
Four and Dabney Montgom-
ery — accompanied by his 
wife, Amelia — received a 
standing ovation when the 

Council convened its Nov. 
14 meeting and approved 
the renaming.

Unlike a ceremonial 
co-naming, the measure 
will change the official 
name — reflected on the 
city’s street map — of a 
1.2-mile stretch of South 

Boro fi lm fest 
needs donors
for 2014 event

CB 9 may vote again on ouster
Board retained member after he was accused of making anti-Semitic remarks
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Road named for Tuskegee pilots
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Tuskegee Airmen Dabney Montgomery 
(front row, r.-l.) and Wilfred DeFour 
attend a City Council ceremony 
on the renaming of South Road in 
honor of the World War II pilots. 

Photo courtesy Councilman Ruben Wills

WHITEWASH

Jack Fry takes photos of what remains at 5Pointz after most of the graffiti mecca was painted over. See story on 
Page 2. Photo by Christina Santucci
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CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained tutors 
have given students the skills, confidence, and 
motivation needed to get back on the right track.

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington 
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HLC-CODEFlushing: 

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  
TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 
WE CAN HELP.

ACADEMIC SKILLS

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds gathered 
at 5Pointz after sundown 
Tuesday for a candlelight 
vigil to mourn the loss of 
iconic graffiti  that was 
painted over on the build-
ing’s outer walls during the 
early morning hours under 
the orders of property own-
er Jerry Wolkoff.

“I went in there and 
painted it all at once,” 
Wolkoff said. “It’s like tak-
ing medicine,: Get it over 
all at once. Now it’s done, 
the torture is over.”

The painting over of 
the 350 street art murals 
caught the artists at 5Pointz 
by surprise.

“We got a call at 6:30 
in the morning from some-
one driving on the Long 
Island Expressway,” said 
Marie Cecile Flangeul, the 
5Pointz spokeswoman.

She rushed to the scene 
with curator Jonathan 
Cohen to find two dozen 
workers on cherry pickers 
whitewashing the graffiti 
that has covered the walls 
of the warehouse complex 
for nearly 20 years.

Wolkoff got the go-
ahead to prepare 5Pointz 
for demolition when Brook-
lyn Federal Judge Frederic 
Block decided against issu-

ing a permanent injunction 
Nov.12. The artists went to 
court in an attempt to stop 
Wolkoff from tearing down 
the building and sought 
an injunction as their suit 
worked its way through the 
system.

“When Judge Block 
sided with me, I figured 
let’s get it over with, not 
take it apart piece by piece,” 
he said. “That would be tor-
ture for them and for me.”

Wolkoff will proceed 
with the demolition to 
make way for two high-rise 
luxury residential towers 
within months.

“He’s a liar. He did it 
because landmarking was 
back in play,” Flageul said. 
“He told me at the City 
Council vote that if land-
marking was back in play, 
he’d hire a crew and paint 
it overnight.”

At a rally Saturday, 
hundreds of admirers filled 
out city Landmark Preser-
vation Commission forms. 
Cohen, known as Meres 
One, claimed he would have 
20,000 forms filled out in 
time for a second attempt at 
landmark status after the 
initial application failed in 
August.

“The whitewashing en-
dangers landmark status,” 
said Jeannine Chanes, the 

artist’s attorney.
“They were never 

going to get landmark-
ing. They’re misguided,” 
Wolkoff said. “The build-
ing is a dump with zero 
architectural significance. 
Plus, if they did get it, they 
couldn’t paint there any-
more. It makes no sense.”

The anger at the vigil 
was palpable.

“This was a sacred 
church that he destroyed 
today,” Cohen said. “He’s 
no different than a 16-year-
old vandal. I’m tired of the 
corruption and our broken 
system — 20,000 people fill-
ing out landmark forms 
should not be ignored.”

That the act was car-
ried out with police protec-
tion added to the artist’s 
frustration.

“The cops were going 
to arrest me and I asked 
why they weren’t arresting 
the people who were defac-
ing our work, the work of 
1,500 artists from around 
the worl,”said Cohen.

In response, NYPD De-
tective James Duffy said, 
“There was no extra police 
detail at this location.”

Wolkoff admitted the 
work was done overnight 
and police were notified 
in an attempt to avoid con-
frontation.

Jonathan “Meres” Cohen takes part in a vigil at 5Pointz after the graffiti was painted over with white 
paint. Photo by Ken Maldonado

5Pointz artists mourn
loss of graffi ti works
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BY BILL PARRY

A school with an adult 
student body celebrated its 
new home with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony in Long 
Island City Monday.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott and 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
spoke to a standing room-
only crowd of students and 
educators at the Queens 
Adult Learning Center, at 
27-35 Jackson Ave., a state-
of-the-art facility they can 
call their own.

“My goodness, we were 
in a leased space a couple 
of blocks away,” Principal 
Yvonne Neal said. “The 
rooms weren’t designed for 

learning — it was for office 
space. This was designed 
just for us.”

The nearly 60-year-old 
school serves more than 

5,000 students annually in 
123 tuition-free classes in 
high school equivalency, 
citizenship and naturaliza-
tion, basic education and 

other programs that pre-
pare adults and immigrants 
for today’s job market.

“Now we have proper 
facilities with modern tech-
nology that include Smart-
boards, laptop and desktop 
centers with high-speed 
Internet — it’s a dramatic 
upgrade,” said Neal. “It’s 
the defining moment of our 
long history. This is going 
to be like no other school.”

Gwendolina Dendy-
Wnek, a 28-year-old student 
from Greenpoint, Brook-
lyn, appeared in a testimo-
nial video and later spoke 
about her experience at the 
Queens Adult Learning 
Center.

“I’ve got my B.A. in 
education, but what I was 

lacking was computer skills 
that you need to compete in 
today’s world,” she said.

The student body is 
comprised of people from 
141 nations, according to 
Neal.

“At first I was intimi-
dated. There are so many 
different races and so 
many different reasons for 
being here,” Dendy-Wnek 
said. “I’ve never seen a set 
of people like this. The best 
thing of all is we all help 
each other.”

Walcott pointed out 
that he was an adult learn-
er when he sought his mas-
ter’s degree at Fordham 
University.

“When I walked into 
this place, I thought, ‘Wow, 

this place is amazing,’” 
Walcott said. “It’s about 
you having an environment 
for you to learn and better 
your life.”

Van Bramer added 
that the new center creates 
a dignity of place.

“If it looks good and 
valued, it signals dignity,” 
he said. “You know that 
what happens here has 
great importance.”

Dr. Dorita Gibson, 
deputy chancellor at the 
city Department of Educa-
tion, drew some of the larg-
est applause when she said, 
“Even the bathrooms are 
nice!”

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Queens Borough 
Board voted to authorize 
the city’s Economic Devel-
opment Council to transfer 
23 acres of land for the Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
project.

The city is selling the 
land for $1 to Queens Devel-
opment Group LLC, a joint 
venture between Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
which plans to turn the site 
into New York’s “next great 
neighborhood,” complete 
with a convention center, 
a hotel and a shopping cen-
ter.

The approval, which 
took place at the Board’s 
Monday meeting, marks 
the beginning of the first 
phase of the $3 billion proj-
ect, which includes a clean-
up of the 23 acres of land.

The City Council ap-
proved the original Willets 
Point redevelopment proj-
ect in 2008, but the plans 
for the site changed in 
2012 when Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced that 
his administration had se-
lected developers for the 
site. The new plans includ-
ed the mall and a parking 
garage.

The project has been 
controversial since its in-
ception because the city 
will use eminent domain 
to oust the more than 200 
businesses, primarily auto 
body shops and junkyards, 
which set up shop on the 
Willets Point peninsula.

Together the affected 
businesses formed Willets 

Point United, which charg-
es that the city is abusing 
its power of eminent do-
main and has neglected 
the peninsula, which lacks 
any basic city services, for 
decades.

But the Council ap-
proved the new project 
plans in October.

“This is a project that 

is very complex,” Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst), who 
represents the district in 
which Willets Point is lo-
cated, said Monday night at 
the Queens Borough Board 
meeting. “Has every con-
versation been easy? “No. 
But I think we have come to 
a place where we are com-

fortable. I’m comfortable as 
the local Council member.”

Ferreras said the two 
most significant issues in 
the district are affordable 
housing and jobs and that 
the project addresses both.

Ferreras initially op-
posed the redevelopment 
plan, but after receiving 
certain concessions, such 
as more affordable housing 
and more money to relocate 
the businesses, she decided 
to vote in favor of it.

“I am very humbled 
and honored as a resident 
of Corona and someone 
who grew up in the neigh-
borhood to give my vote 
today,” she continued. “We 
need to move forward and 
have change. This is a posi-
tive thing for our commu-
nity.”

Eugene Kelty, chair-
man of Community Board 
7, urged the Borough Board 
to vote against the sale. He 
said CB 7 had previously 
agreed to take on projects, 
but the plans end up chang-
ing without CB 7 being 
“kept in the loop.” He said 
other projects, such as a po-
lice tow pound, have been 
“dumped” into the commu-
nity.

He also said certain 

sites known to be contami-
nated are not included in 
the developers’ proposal for 
remediation.

“This board has a prob-
lem with the agreement 
with the city of New York,” 
he said. “We do not believe 
it. We do not trust it.”

A representative of 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. said that while 
the current brownfield ap-
plication only includes part 
of the site, the developers 
later intend to clean up all 
23 acres of the site.

Ultimately, Kelty was 
the only one to vote against 
the sale.

But every other board 
member — Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, Fer-
reras and Council members 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) — voted to approve 
the sale.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The area in Queens known as Willets Point is slated to be redeveloped.

City sells Willets Pt. land to developer for $1

High school for adults celebrates new LIC digs

The Adult Learning Center now has a home of its own. The 
school has more than 5,000 students from 141 countries. 

Photo by Bill Parry

www.TimesLedger.com
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 11/30/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) has again set his sights on the city 
Board of Elections — a recent battleground 
in his ongoing fight with the Queens Re-
publican Party — with a bill that would 
prohibit BOE employees from being paid to 
work on local political campaigns.

Ulrich introduced a bill in the Council 
last week that would amend the City Char-
ter to bar BOE employees from receiving 
compensation for work done on behalf of 
candidates or campaigns for city office.

The councilman did not respond to a 
request for comment, but the move would 
reform the board  he helped to shape  — at 
least for the next three years — in Janu-
ary.

Earlier this year Ulrich, along with 
fellow Councilmen James Oddo (R-Staten 
Island) and Vincent Ignizio (R-Staten Is-
land), exploited a loophole allowing them 
to replace the county Republican Party’s 
commissioner at the Queens Board of Elec-
tions with their own pick, Michael Michel, 
for a four-year term.

The board is notoriously known as a 
source of patronage jobs used to reward 
rank-and-file party members for their loy-
alty, and the coup represented a victory for 
Ulrich and an insurgent faction of Queens 
Republicans at war with party Chairman 
Phil Ragusa.

After Michel took over, a handful of 
high-ranking GOP members either left the 
BOE or were fired and went to work for the 
mayoral campaign of John Catsimatidis, 
who took a shot at Ulrich when he laid out 
nearly $15,000 to finance a mailer bashing 
the councilman in the general election.

The good-government group Citizens 
Union said it was behind the proposal, but 
there were questions as to whether or not 
the city could implement it.

“This is a bill that is laudable in that 

it intends to remove the perception or ac-
tual conflicts of interest that may occur 
for board officials,” said Alex Camarto, the 
group’s director of public policy and advo-
cacy.

“The Council’s authority with regards 
to elections is something that’s debated 
and it’s not always clear,” he added. “What 
is known is the city has the right to deter-
mine the mode of selection for its officers.”

Using the municipal home rule law, 
the city could, implement a system of non-
partisan elections or runoff voting, but 
when it comes to writing ethics laws the 
Council’s authority may be pre-empted by 
state law.

Reach reporter Rich Bockmann by e-
mail at rbockmann@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4574.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich wants to bar city 
Board of Elections employees from being paid to 
work on political campaigns.

Ulrich wants to reform
city Board of Elections
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DECEMBER 8 I 7:30PM

HOLIDAY POPS 
WITH KEITH LOCKHART AND

THE BOSTON POPS
ESPLANADE ORCHESTRA

Box Office and Venues located at: 
65-30 Kissena Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11367-1597
Exit 24 off the LIE

NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
TICKET OFFER

BUY 3 TICKETS GET ONE FREE!*

USE CODE: holiday

HOLIDAY POPS
WITH KEITH LOCKHART AND THE 
BOSTON POPS
ESPLANADE ORCHESTRA
Colden Auditorium
SUN, DEC 8 I 7:30PM

VALERIE SIMPSON
PERFORMING THE MUSIC OF
ASHFORD AND SIMPSON

LeFrak Concert Hall
SAT, DEC 14 I 8PM

BALLET HISPANICO
Goldstein Theatre
SAT, FEB 8 I 8PM
SUN, FEB 9 I 3PM

LOVE IS GOOD AN EVENING WITH 

CHRISTINE ANDREAS
AND MARTIN SILVESTRI ON PIANO

LeFrak Concert Hall
FRI, FEB 14 I 8PM

BARBARA COOK
Colden Auditorium
SAT, MAY 10 I 8PM

For more events and tickets:

KupferbergPresents.org
718.793.8080 or visit the Box Office

*Offer valid only when four (4) tickets are purchased to a single show. If you wish to order an additional 4 tickets please contact the box office or engage in a second transaction. Discount valid on select seats only, not valid on Premium P1 price level. May not be combined with any other offer. Not valid on previously purchased tickets.

BY BILL PARRY

Two photographers in 
western Queens have re-
leased photo books about 
their neighborhoods, and 
both are self-published 
but at different ends of the 
spectrum. Using an online 
platform called Blurb, they 
have produced interesting 
looks at Long Island City 
and neighboring Sunny-
side.

Michael Huhn has re-
ceived favorable reviews 
for “Long Island City New 
York,” a hardcover, coffee 
table-top book that studies 
the dichotomy between old 
and new, from the gritty 
warehouse districts to the 
gleaming steel towers.

“Every artist wants 
to do something for the 
city, like write a song,” 
Huhn said. “For me it’s this 
book.”

After nine years of ce-

lebrity photography in Los 
Angeles, Huhn returned to 
his roots in Queens, having 
grown up in Ridgewood.

“My father owned 
Pete’s Bar on 114th and Ja-
maica Avenue. It’s that old 
New York I was looking to 
get back to,” said Huhn. “I 
found it when I got lost driv-
ing and ended up in Long 
Island City.”

He opened a studio just 
south of the Queensboro 
Bridge and his work can be 
seen at the Z Hotel at 11-01 
43rd Ave., where he is nego-
tiating to do a full show of 
his work.

Huhn believes his 
book can change some of 
the misconceptions about 
his neighborhood.

“It’s only when I turned 
away from the Manhattan 
skyline that I realized that 
LIC was the better story,” 
said Huhn. “I just think it’s 
reminiscent of that old New 

York. There’s no accident 
that there are movies being 
filmed in our streets all the 
time.”

Copies of “Long Island 
City New York” sell for $130 

at blurb.com.
George Romanation’s 

“The Fine Art of the Hang” 
is a different book. A soft 
cover, 22-page look at the 
nightlife along Skillman 

Avenue in Sunnyside Gar-
dens, it sells for $20.

At a book release party 
at Flynn’s Garden Inn, at 
46-08 Skillman Ave., Roma-
nation signed each copy.

“I’ve lived at the 
Phipps Houses for 15 years 
and wanted to do a book,” 
he said. “Call it a visual ap-
preciation of the art of the 
hang in my neighborhood, 
hence the title.”

It is the second time 
Romanation has self-pub-
lished a book using Blurb. 
The first was a photo jour-
nal about Paris.

Romanation is a cor-
porate travel agent who 
learned photography at the 
Parsons School.

“Self-publishing is a 
challenge; it’s also a labor 
of love,” he said.

Blurb was founded 
in 2004 and has delivered 
more than 6 million books 
that were created by half a 
million customers.

To purchase the books, 
go to the website Blurb.com 
and enter the author’s name 
in keyward.

Two new self-published books celebrate side-by-side neighborhoods in western Queens, 
Photo courtesy Michael Huhn

Self-published books showcase western Queens scenes
Online platform allows artists to shine spotlight on Long Island City dichotomy and Sunnyside nightlife
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BY PHIL CORSO

More than 800,000 
trees later, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) still has 
not let up in his ongoing 
critique of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s Million Tree 
NYC initiative.

The senator has been 
consistently opposed to the 
city’s plans to plant new 
trees while he contends it 
was having enough trouble 
maintaining those already 
deeply rooted in the bor-
ough. He hosted a Senate 
public forum early last 
week to shed more light on 
his cause to refocus city pol-
icy toward maintenance.

“The fact that the 
mayor keeps planting these 
trees despite the city’s clear 
inability to take care of the 
trees it already has is mind-
boggling,” Avella said. 
“That is why I held a public 
forum, to try and address 
the many problems with 

the city’s tree policies.”
Bloomberg’s Million 

Tree NYC initiative was 
established years ago to 
revitalize the city and help 
combat climate change, but 
Avella argued that could 
only be accomplished with 
an efficient maintenance 
policy already in place.

At his public forum — 
the first of its kind — Avel-
la said he and his Senate 
colleagues mulled over pos-
sible tree solutions. He said 
he was considering legis-
lative action to combat an 
increasing number of city 
tree incidents resulting in 
injuries or death.

Earlier this year, a tree 
fell on a woman sitting on a 
bench in Flushing’s Cun-
ningham Park, ultimately 
killing her. The trunk of the 
50-foot oak broke off about 
8 feet from the ground and 
crushed 30-year-old Ying 
Ti Li, but was not affiliated 
with Million Trees, police 
said.

BY PHIL CORSO

After more than a year, 
northeast Queens activists 
marked a key milestone in 
their ongoing battle to curb 
unprecedented airplane 
noise over residential ar-
eas.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
vetoed a state Senate bill 
last week that would have 
forced the Port Author-
ity of New York and New 
Jersey to conduct a single 
study on airplane noise 
levels in both states, which 
also would have required 
approval from both govern-
ments.

Instead the governor 
demanded a study be com-
pleted for New York’s major 
airports and a community 
roundtable be established 
to give affected residents a 
seat at the table.

“I recognize that 
aircraft noise has been a 
concern for residents of 
Queens County and Nassau 
County,” Cuomo said in a 
note to the veto.

Janet McEneaney, 
founder of the Bayside-
based activist group Queens 
Quiet Skies, set out in mid-
2012 to create a community-
based group to combat the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration’s decision to re-
vise departure and arrival 
paths out of LaGuardia Air-
port. The group’s message 
quickly snowballed over 
the past year into the entire 

borough, and McEneaney 
said she was glad to see one 
of her core goals finally 
achieved with the aviation 
roundtable.

“Our organization has 
advocated to bring to New 
York City the same level of 
environmental studies and 
stakeholder participation 
in aviation decisions as is 
found in every other major 
city in the United States,” 
McEneaney said. “Gov. 
Cuomo demonstrated his 
understanding of this situ-
ation by vetoing a bill to 
have the Port Authority of 

New York and New Jersey 
conduct the same kind of 
noise compatibility stud-
ies that have voluntarily 
been undertaken in more 
than 250 municipalities in 
America.”

Lawmakers through-
out northeast Queens from 
every level of government 
united over the past year 
to get the FAA and Port 
Authority to simply solicit 
more community input 
when considering flight 
paths, and U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) joined 
other federal reps in wel-

coming the move to estab-
lish a roundtable.

“Our advocacy and ef-
forts to establish a commu-
nity roundtable have finally 
paid off, and we’re thrilled 
to deliver this great vic-
tory to our constituents,” 
Meng said. “Establishing a 
community roundtable has 
been a top priority of mine 
and many of the people I 
represent, and it’s critical 
to our community’s fight 
against airport-related is-
sues that impact the qual-
ity of life in Queens.”

Volunteers plant trees at Powell’s Cove in College Point. State Sen. 
Tony Avella is considering legislative action to curb the number of 
tree-related injuries and deaths throughout the city.

Queens Quiet Skies founder Janet McEneaney is celebrating a major victory for her group’s campaign 
against airliner noise in northeast Queens.

Avella forum faults 
Million Trees NYC

Boro wins roundtable battle
Bayside marks milestone in mission to silence airplane noise
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

Nutribe All Stars

Open 7 Days | 347-861-5446 | 172-05 Baisley Blvd Jamaica, NY11434

TUESDAY 
SPECIAL

free style 
with twist

WEDNESDAY 
SPECIAL 

$45 wash/cond 
and twist

We do men and women cuts, twist locs, loc repair, 
interlocking, color and so much more

with this ad and 
excludes other offers15% OFF 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor-elect Bill de Bla-
sio Wednesday announced 
three leaders from Queens 
in the realms of technology, 
higher education and the 
arts who will help the city’s 
109th mayor choose his new 
government.

Coalition for Queens 
founder Jukay Hsu, York 
College President Marcia 
Keizs and Queens Coun-
cil on the Arts Executive 
Director Hoong Yee Lee 
Krakauer were among 60 
names announced on the 
transition committee that 
will help inform de Blasio 
as he chooses key appoint-
ments and fills jobs in his 
administration.

“These leaders are 
volunteering their exper-
tise in every issue and area 
of municipal affairs,” de 
Blasio said in a statement. 
“Together, they will join 
Transition NYC Co-Chairs 
Carl Weisbrod and Jennifer 
Jones Austin in helping me 
to assemble a team that’s 
devoted to building one 
great city where everyone 
shares in our prosperity.”

“My charge to the 
transition team is to iden-
tify women and men from 
every part of our city and 
walk of life that share a 
commitment to progressive 

and competent city govern-
ment,” he added. “They will 
be advising me based on 
their wealth of experience 
and knowledge of specific 
issue areas and govern-
ment agencies.”

The members of the 
committee work on a vol-
unteer basis and are not 
looking to serve in the ad-
ministration itself, de Bla-
sio said.

Hsu is a Flushing na-
tive who served in Iraq 
after graduating from Har-
vard with a degree in eco-
nomics. Through the Co-
alition for Queens he runs 
the monthly Queens Tech 
Meetup and is working to 
bring a tech incubator to 
Long Island City.

Keizs, a native of 
Kingston, Jamaica, took 
over the job as president of 
York College in 2005. Under 
her leadership the school 
built programs in journal-
ism and aviation manage-
ment, and as York’s presi-
dent Keizs is working on 
projects to build a new aca-
demic building and oversee 
a new tax-free zone on the 
college campus designed 
to lure entrepreneurs to 
southeast Queens.

Krakauer is a Rock-
away Beach resident and 
a graduate of Oberlin Col-
lege. The council works to 

secure grants to fund arts 
projects throughout the 
borough.

At a news conference 
Wednesday, de Blasio said 
he had a preference, but not 
an iron-clad requirement, 
for hiring New Yorkers or 
those with “substantial 
New York experience” to 
staff his administration 
and remained vague as to 
how he was leaning on key 
appointments, such as the 
city’s next police commis-
sioner.

Meanwhile, with just 
under six weeks left until 
de Blasio’s inauguration, 
the city’s effort to weigh in 
on the new administration 
is in full swing.

De Blasio’s website, 
transition2013.com, gives 
people the opportunity to 
apply for jobs, send mes-
sages to the mayor-elect, 
volunteer their time or sub-
mit ideas to the transition 
team.

And the Talking Tran-
sition tent in SoHo has been 
buzzing with activity since 
it opened earlier this month 
with dialogues on every-
thing from fair policing to 
waterfront development.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Three from Queens named
to de Blasio transition team

York College President Marcia Kiezs, Coalition for Queens founder Jukay Hsu and Queens Council on 
the Arts Executive Director Hoong Yee Lee Krakauer (not pictured) have been tapped for Mayor-elect 
Bill de Blasio’s transition committee. 
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1st COURSE
Cream of Pumpkin Soup
savory blend of roasted pumpkin, spices and a touch 
of cream

Butternut Squash Ravioli
in an autumn cream sauce

Field Green Salad 
gorgonzola cheese, grape tomatoes, toasted parmesan 
crisps and balsamic vinaigrette

Edison Place Crab Cakes 
with cabbage slaw and horseradish dill vinaigrette

2nd COURSE
Roasted Boneless Breast of Turkey
with cornbread sausage stuffi ng, creamy mashed potato, 
cranberry apple relish and string beans & carrots

Seafood Stuffed Salmon Filet
served in sherry lobster cream sauce with  rice pilaf, string 
beans & carrots 

Maple Glazed Ham
with bourbon, brown sugar and honey, served with pineapple 
chutney, cornbread sausage stuffi ng, creamy mashed potato 
and string beans & carrots

Turkey and Spinach Lasagna
classic style Italian lasagna with ground turkey, spinach, ricotta 
and fresh tomato sauce

Filet of Beef Wellington
with mushroom duxelle and bordelaise sauce, creamy mashed 
potato, string beans & carrots

3rd COURSE
Pumpkin Pecan Cheesecake

Apple Strudel

Coffee & Tea will accompany Desserts

November 28th, 2013
3-Course Fixed Price Menu

$35.95 per person*

* Price does not include tax and gratuity.  20% gratuity will be added to parties of 6 or more

Thanksgiving Eve Bash
Wednesday, November 27th 

Beer Specials all night
DJ Mouse spinning at 10PM

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

Now booking Holiday Parties!
No event is too big or too small.
Call for package information.

718-821-8401

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale, New York 11385 * 718.821.8401 * www.edisonplaceny.com

Black Friday Gift Card 
Special

Buy a $100 Gift Card
Get a free $25 Gift Card 

“We know not every-
one knows about the festi-
val yet, so we bring films 
to their neighborhood like 
a closed street in Jackson 
Heights or on the sand in 
Rockaway,” she said.

To pay for the pro-
grams the husband-wife 
team plans a few auctions, 
but they rely mainly on 
a crowd-funding website 
called Indiegogo.com.

“It’s big with the inde-
pendent film crowd,” Cato 
said. 

A visit to the website 
shows that people who do-
nate $10 are designated 
“Fine Human Being” and 
get a firm handshake and 
a shout-out on Facebook. 
Those who donate $100 get a 
free ticket to the Festival’s 
Opening Night and an of-
ficial T-shirt, “And a phone 
call from me,” said Cato. 

For big donors, $500 
gets dinner with the festi-
val’s directors, a Don Cato 
photograph of Eugene Io-

nesco, two all-access passes 
to the festival, two T-shirts 
and names on the official 
program. “We’ll also an-
nounce the donor’s name 
from the podium on open-
ing night and then we’ll 
apologize for mispronounc-
ing it,” she said. 

Cato said her bout with 
cancer affected everyone 
involved with the festival. 
She is now back to health 
after losing 75 percent of 
her liver and her thyroid. 
She expects to be at full 
strength for opening night 
of the Queens World Film 
Festival at the Museum of 
the Moving Image March 4.

“March 4th is my fa-
vorite day of the calendar 
year,” Cato said, “because 
you march forth.”

Road between Merrick 
Boulevard and Remington 
Street “Tuskegee Airmen 
Way.”

Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica), who au-
thored the bill to rename 
the stretch of road just 
south of York College, said 
the symbolism of the ges-
ture will serve as a point of 
inspiration for the south-
east Queens community.

“This street renam-
ing is not just a name to tag 
some signs in our commu-
nity, but is going to leave a 
legacy or allow us to look 
at a legacy and change the 
perspective of many young 
people who have thought 
that their expectations 
have been drowned,” he 
said.

The bill awaits Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s sig-
nature.

A small handful of the 
black World War II pilots 
who persevered through 
both German gunfire and 

racial stereotypes in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps to 
serve their country with 
distinction have for some 
years now been partnering 
with York College, which 
serves a predominantly 
black student body.

York, situated be-
tween LaGuardia and 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional airports, is home to 
CUNY’s aviation program, 
and its students benefit 
through a close relation-

ships with the Port Au-
thority of New York and 
New Jersey.

Last month, the col-
lege’s theater began its 
season with an original 
production entitled “The 
Tuskegee Airmen Proj-
ect,” a play conceived by 
theater arts professor Tom 
Marion that asks what stu-
dents today can learn from 
the airmen’s plight against 
intolerance.

The college has 

gathered a collection of 
Tuskegee Airmen arti-
facts it would like to some 
day exhibit in a gallery.

During a recent break-
fast meeting at the college, 
York President Marcia 
Keiz said the designs for 
the gallery are all drawn 
up, and then told the elect-
ed officials and business 
leaders in attendance that 
all the college is waiting 
on is the funding.

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1 

Film fest Tuskegee

Tuskegee Airman Wilfred DeFour (c.) speaks about the City Council’s decision to rename South 
Road after the famed World War II pilots. Photo courtesy Councilman Ruben Wills

The director’s 
medical bills 
eliminated 

funds for extra 
programs.
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administrators, professors 
and students discussing 
potential solutions to curb 
what some called an ongo-
ing and undeniable trend 
on the Web. Experts from 
different corners of the aca-
demic world shared data 
and anecdotes at a panel 
discussion looking at dif-
ferent ways to alleviate In-
ternet bullying.

“A vast majority of stu-
dents believe that univer-
sities should educate the 
community about cyberbul-
lying,” said John Molluzzo, 
a professor at Pace Univer-
sity. “I think that is pretty 
evident because it’s a very 
important thing.”

The conference was 
held as a follow-up to SJU’s 
most recent conference last 
year introducing the issue 
to the school community.  
This year’s event was de-
signed to push the discus-
sion further toward discov-
ering possible solutions.

One of those solutions, 
Molluzo said, came in the 

form of the university’s 
recently drafted cyberbul-
lying policy, which he said 
Pace administrators were 
working on as a model for 
their own policy. 

The university includ-
ed “computing and cyber 
harassment” in its Student 
Code of Conduct among the 
ranks of other violations 
like assault, drug abuse, 
hazing and sexual miscon-
duct, defining it as “using 
information and commu-
nication technologies as a 
means of intimidation, ha-
rassment or unwarranted 
interruption.”

Molluzzo also offered 
statistics gathered from 
Pace University, provid-
ing a glimpse into how fac-
ulty members and students 

there view online bullying 
as a serious and growing 
threat in the Information 
Age. In his presentation, 
he revealed that more than 
half of students believed 
there should be more severe 
penalties for cyberbullying 
and most administrators 
were in favor of better edu-
cation on the issue across 
the board.

Outside the conference, 
a display of student posters 
outlined different methods 
that could combat online 
bullying to complement the 
all-day conference.

The discussion over 
cyberbullying hit closer 
to Queens earlier this 
year when Queens Village 
12-year-old Gabrielle Mo-
lina killed herself after au-

thorities suspected she was 
subject to online harass-
ment.

Her death spurred an 
immediate response from 
borough lawmakers, in-
cluding City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who has been 
calling for tougher conse-
quences for cyberbullying 
in city schools.

“A slap on the wrist is 
not enough,” Weprin said. 
“The [city Education De-
partment] needs to adopt 
stronger disciplinary 
measures and clear conse-
quences so that students 
will think twice before 
posting or commenting on 
a humiliating photo or on-
line video of another stu-
dent.”

Continued from Page 1 

Bully
ing further comment.

Coccovillo, who vot-
ed to remove Esposito, 
said after the board’s No-
vember meeting that he 
would stand behind the 
board’s vote, although he 
planned to check with the 
borough president’s office 
to ensure that all proce-
dures had been correctly 
followed.

According to Coc-
covillo, Bock, Baron and 
Fenster should have had 
an opportunity to state 
their case for the demand 
for removal of Esposito.

But board members 
decided to call the ques-
tion and cut off debate 
prematurely.

He said he believes 
some board members 
would have voted differ-
ently if they had heard 

from Bock and the other 
members.

Esposito said he was 
not aware Coccovillo was 
pursuing the issue until 
a press release was dis-
tributed to the media via 
Twitter Monday night. 
Esposito said he and oth-
er board members were 
stunned.

He said members of 
the executive board have 
assured him that they 
will put a stop to the is-
sue.

“The board is in cha-
os, obviously, but they’re 
not going to allow him 
to rehash this at the De-
cember meeting,” he said. 
“He’s grasping at straws 
to get anybody to agree 
with him to put this back 
on the agenda.”

Reach reporter Bi-
anca Fortis by email at 
bfortis@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1 

CB 9

A panel, including professors and administrators Rafael A. Javier (l.-r.), Jeffrey W. Fagen, Robert 
Mangione and Joseph Sciame, bring cyberbullying to the forefront during an all-day conference at St. 
John’s University last week. Photo courtesy SJU

Visit us at www.TimesLedger.com
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

Fresh, All-Natural
Whole Turkeys  $3.29 lb.

HALF TRAYS OF HOMEMADE
Stu����, Mashe� �otatoes, 

Du�	l
��s, �otato Sala�, 
�rea�e� S	
�a�h a�� �ore

$24.99 ea. (Serves 8-12)

��� Fresh �
es, �ake� Da
ly
Pumpkin, Pecan, Apple, Coconut Custard

$19.99 ea.

Hol
�ay A��e�t �ale��ars
Imported from Germany, $1.99 ea.

Sta��t
s�h ��e��er��sse 
$2.99 1/2 lb.

Ho�e�a�e Stolle�
$10.99 1 lb. loaf

��h�e �ra��y-F
lle�
�ho�olates $3.99 150g, 18 pieces
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