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BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds gathered at 5Pointz 
after sundown Tuesday for a can-
dlelight vigil to mourn the loss of 
iconic graffiti  that was painted 
over on the building’s outer walls 
during the early morning hours 
under the orders of property own-
er Jerry Wolkoff.

“I went in there and painted 
it all at once,” Wolkoff said. “It’s 
like taking medicine,: Get it over 

all at once. Now it’s done, the tor-
ture is over.”

The painting over of the 350 
street art murals caught the art-
ists at 5Pointz by surprise.

“We got a call at 6:30 in the 
morning from someone driving 
on the Long Island Expressway,” 
said Marie Cecile Flangeul, the 
5Pointz spokeswoman.

She rushed to the scene with 
curator Jonathan Cohen to find 
two dozen workers on cherry 

pickers whitewashing the graffiti 
that has covered the walls of the 
warehouse complex for nearly 20 
years.

Wolkoff got the go-ahead to 
prepare 5Pointz for demolition 
when Brooklyn Federal Judge 
Frederic Block decided against 
issuing a permanent injunction 
Nov.12. The artists went to court 
in an attempt to stop Wolkoff 
from tearing down the building 
and sought an injunction as their 

suit worked its way through the 
system.

“When Judge Block sided 
with me, I figured let’s get it over 
with, not take it apart piece by 
piece,” he said. “That would be 
torture for them and for me.”

Wolkoff will proceed with 
the demolition to make way for 
two high-rise luxury residential 
towers within months.

“He’s a liar. He did it because 

Continued on Page 40

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio 
Wednesday announced three lead-
ers from Queens in the realms of 
technology, higher education and 
the arts who will help the city’s 
109th mayor choose his new gov-
ernment.

Coalition for Queens founder 
Jukay Hsu, York College Presi-
dent Marcia Keizs and Queens 
Council on the Arts Executive Di-
rector Hoong Yee Lee Krakauer 
were among 60 names announced 
on the transition committee that 
will help inform de Blasio as he 
chooses key appointments and 
fills jobs in his administration.

“These leaders are volunteer-
ing their expertise in every issue 
and area of municipal affairs,” de 
Blasio said in a statement. “To-
gether, they will join Transition 
NYC Co-Chairs Carl Weisbrod 
and Jennifer Jones Austin in 
helping me to assemble a team 
that’s devoted to building one 
great city where everyone shares 
in our prosperity.”

“My charge to the transi-
tion team is to identify women 
and men from every part of our 
city and walk of life that share a 
commitment to progressive and 
competent city government,” he 
added. “They will be advising me 
based on their wealth of experi-
ence and knowledge of specific 
issue areas and government agen-

Continued on Page 40
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Jonathan “Meres” Cohen takes part in a vigil at 5Pointz after the graffiti was painted over with white paint. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Trio from boro 
tapped to help 
city’s transition

5Pointz whitewashed overnight
Artists hold vigil to commemorate loss of Long Island City graffi ti mecca
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BY BILL PARRY

When the 4th Annual 
Queens World Film Festi-
val returns March 4, the 
organizers will depend on 
donations to run some of 
their programs this year. 
The festival’s director 
Katha Cato has had a bad 
year medically and the 
bills have piled up, forcing 
her and her husband Don to 
become fund-raisers.

“We used to pay for the 
extra programs right out of 
our pockets,” she said.

“Young Filmmakers 
is a favorite of ours,” Cato 
said. “An entire fifth-grade 
class at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights gets to work with 
filmmakers through the 
entire process.” 

The class makes four 
or five short films and de-
but them at a red-carpet 
event the week before the 
festival. Old Spice is a pro-
gram offering seniors free 
lunchtime screenings. And 
Encore Screenings brings 
back films from the first 

three years of the festival 
for screenings around the 
borough. 

“We know not every-
one knows about the festi-
val yet, so we bring films 
to their neighborhood like 
a closed street in Jackson 
Heights or on the sand in 
Rockaway,” she said.

To pay for the pro-
grams the husband-wife 
team plans a few auctions, 
but they rely mainly on 
a crowd-funding website 
called Indiegogo.com.

“It’s big with the inde-
pendent film crowd,” Cato 
said. 

A visit to the website 
shows that people who do-
nate $10 are designated 
“Fine Human Being” and 
get a firm handshake and 
a shout-out on Facebook. 
Those who donate $100 get a 
free ticket to the Festival’s 
Opening Night and an of-
ficial T-shirt, “And a phone 
call from me,” said Cato. 

For big donors, $500 
gets dinner with the festi-
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

The decision on wheth-
er to remove longtime 
board member Sam Espos-
ito from Community Board 
9 amid accusations he made 
anti-Semitic remarks is not 
over.

Board Chairman 
James Coccovillo said in a 
statement Monday that he 
plans to include the issue 
again on the agenda for the 
board’s December meeting.

After conferring with 
officials from the borough 
president’s office, Coccovil-
lo said the board ignored 
bylaws by failing to listen 
to the concerns of some of 
the board members.

The issue stems from 
an e-mail Esposito wrote 
in June in which he criti-
cized board members Ev-
elyn Baron, Wallace Bock 
and Jan Fenster for com-

plaining about food he had 
purchased for a gathering. 
Esposito allegedly referred 
to the Jewish faith through-
out the e-mail in a way that 
the three board members 
found to be offensive.

According to Esposito, 
the board members refused 
to eat food he ordered from 
a kosher deli because it was 
“not Kosher enough.” He 
called them ungrateful.

The three members 
subsequently asked for the 
removal of Esposito.

At the board meet-
ing, which took place Nov. 
12, there was some debate 
among board members 
about the proper rules of 
procedure.

Eventually 34 board 
members voted against 
Esposito’s removal and 10 
voted in favor of it.

Immediately after-
ward, Bock stood up and re-

signed. Baron and Fenster 
left the meeting along with 
Bock without providing 
further comment.

Coccovillo, who voted 
to remove Esposito, said 
after the board’s Novem-
ber meeting that he would 
stand behind the board’s 
vote, although he planned 
to check with the borough 
president’s office to ensure 
that all procedures had 
been correctly followed.

According to Coccovil-
lo, Bock, Baron and Fenster 
should have had an oppor-
tunity to state their case for 
the demand for removal of 
Esposito.

But board members 
decided to call the question 
and cut off debate prema-
turely.

He said he believes 
some board members would 
have voted differently if 
they had heard from Bock 

and the other members.
Esposito said he was 

not aware Coccovillo was 
pursuing the issue until a 
press release was distrib-
uted to the media via Twit-
ter Monday night. Esposito 
said he and other board 
members were stunned.

He said members of 
the executive board have 
assured him that they will 
put a stop to the issue.

“The board is in chaos, 
obviously, but they’re not 
going to allow him to re-
hash this at the December 
meeting,” he said. “He’s 
grasping at straws to get 
anybody to agree with him 
to put this back on the agen-
da.”

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l. to r.), Katha Cato, Don Cato 
and Councilman Daniel Dromm at last year’s Queens World Film 
Festival. Photo courtesy Katha Cato.

Community Board 9 votes to keep Sam Esposito on the board earlier this month.

CB 9 may revote on ouster
Board did not follow procedures when it retained Sam Esposito: Chair

Continued on Page 40

Queens fi lm festival
raises funds for 2014



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 22-28, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
3

TL

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Students at York Col-
lege’s Aviation Institute are 
used to peering toward the 
sky and pretty soon they 
will have something new to 
look up to.

The City Council last 
week approved a proposal 
to recognize the famed 
black Tuskegee Airmen by 
renaming a part of South 
Road near the college in 
their honor.

Airmen Wilfred De-
Four and Dabney Montgom-
ery — accompanied by his 
wife, Amelia — received a 
standing ovation when the 
Council convened its Nov. 
14 meeting and approved 
the renaming.

Unlike a ceremonial 
co-naming, the measure 
will change the official 
name — reflected on the 
city’s street map — of a 1.2-
mile stretch of South Road 

between Merrick Boule-
vard and Remington Street 
“Tuskegee Airmen Way.”

Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica), who au-
thored the bill to rename 
the stretch of road just 
south of York College, said 
the symbolism of the ges-
ture will serve as a point 
of inspiration for the south-
east Queens community.

“This street renam-
ing is not just a name to tag 
some signs in our commu-
nity, but is going to leave a 
legacy or allow us to look 
at a legacy and change the 
perspective of many young 
people who have thought 
that their expectations have 
been drowned,” he said.

The bill awaits Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s sig-
nature.

A small handful of the 
black World War II pilots 
who persevered through 
both German gunfire and 

racial stereotypes in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps to 
serve their country with 
distinction have for some 
years now been partnering 

with York College, which 
serves a predominantly 
black student body.

York, situated between 
LaGuardia and John F. 

Kennedy International air-
ports, is home to CUNY’s 
aviation program, and its 
students benefit through a 
close relationships with the 

Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey.

Last month, the col-
lege’s theater began its 
season with an original 
production entitled “The 
Tuskegee Airmen Project,” 
a play conceived by theater 
arts professor Tom Marion 
that asks what students 
today can learn from the 
airmen’s plight against in-
tolerance.

The college has gath-
ered a collection of Tuskeg-
ee Airmen artifacts it would 
like to some day exhibit in a 
gallery.

During a recent break-
fast meeting at the college, 
York President Marcia Keiz 
said the designs for the gal-
lery are all drawn up, and 
then told the elected offi-
cials and business leaders 
in attendance that all the 
college is waiting on is the 
funding.

Tuskegee Airman Wilfred DeFour (c.) speaks about the City Council’s decision to rename South Road 
after the famed World War II pilots. Photo courtesy Councilman Ruben Wills

Council approves ‘Tuskegee Airmen Way’ renaming
South Road near York College will be given new moniker honoring famed World War II pilots
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In a photo from Nov. 22, 1963, President Kennedy is seen through the foreground convertible’s windshield reaching toward his head within seconds of being fatally shot as first lady Jacqueline Kennedy holds 
his forearm. AP Photo/James W. “Ike” Altgens

Tension with the far right mounted in Dallas before president’s arrival 
Reporter recalls covering

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Philip Newman, a 
contributing writer for 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
was a reporter in UPI’s Dal-
las bureau when the presi-
dent was shot.

It was a beautiful day 
worthy of a visit by the 
president of the United 
States that Friday in late 
November, but would the 
people of Dallas heartily 
welcome the first family?

Considering the politi-
cal atmosphere in Dallas in 
the early 1960s, it was hard 
to say.

“Nothing degrading 
must happen when Presi-
dent Kennedy comes to 
Dallas,” said Chief of Police 
Jesse Curry as city officials 
were planning for the presi-
dential visit.

Dallas was the final 
stop for JFK in his mission 
to unite warring factions 
of the Texas Democratic 
Party, the conservatives 
headed by Democratic Gov. 
John Connally and the 
liberals who followed U.S. 
Sen. Ralph Yarborough (D-
Texas).

Looking at the Dallas 
Morning News the morning 
of Nov. 22, 1963, the reader 
confronted a full-page ad 

with police mug-style pho-
tos of President John Ken-
nedy and the headline: 
“Wanted for Treason.”

The atmosphere of 
right-wing conservatism 
appeared widespread. A 
Dallas barbershop might 
or might not have Life, 
Newsweek or National Geo-
graphic among its reading 
material for men await-
ing a haircut. But barber-
shops were almost sure 
to offer books, tracts and 
pamphlets by right-wing 
authors such as W. Cleon 
Skousen or interviews and 
opinions by multimillion-
aire H.L. Hunt.

 Johnson spat on
Vice Presidential can-

didate Lyndon Johnson 
and his wife, Lady Bird, 
were surrounded and spat 
on by a hostile crowd of 
mostly well-dressed women 
in downtown Dallas at the 
time of the 1960 presiden-
tial election campaign.

“LBJ Sold Out To the 
Yankee Socialists,” pro-
claimed a picket sign the 
attackers carried, refer-
ring to Johnson’s decision 
to run on the ticket with 
Kennedy.

The opposition to Ken-
nedy intensified not long 
after JFK’s inauguration 

President John F. Kennedy and his wife, Jacqueline Kennedy, arrive at Love Field airport in Dallas in 1963. AP Photo/File

People, including right-wing protesters carrying a Confederate flag and anti-Kennedy placards, await 
the arrival of President Kennedy at Love Field on Nov. 22, 1963. AP Photo/File

PHILIP NEWMAN
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with the Dallas Morning 
News, headed by publisher 
E.M. “Ted” Dealey, print-
ing a steady drumbeat of 
criticism of the young pres-
ident.

Kennedy invited Tex-
as publishers and top edi-
tors to an Oct. 27, 1961 lun-
cheon at the White House at 
which Dealey told Kennedy 
“the general grassroots 
thinking in this country is 
that you and your admin-
istration are weak sisters. 
Particularly this is true in 
Texas right now.

“We need a man on 
horseback to lead this na-
tion and many people in 
Texas and the Southwest 
think that you are riding 
Caroline’s tricycle.”

Some of the other pub-
lishers at the luncheon as-
sured Kennedy that Dealey 
was not speaking for them.

Only a month earlier 
on Oct. 24, angry demon-
strators disrupted a speech 
by United Nations Ambas-
sador Adlai Stevenson in 
Dallas. A woman demon-
strator struck Stevenson on 
the head with a picket sign. 
Frank McGehee, founder 
of the ultraconservative 
National Indignation Con-
vention, was dragged out 
of the meeting of the Dallas 
U.N. organization by police 
when he used a bullhorn 
to try to drown out Steven-
son.

Indignation 
convention

McGehee had formed 
the indignation group after 
he reported seeing what he 
said were Yugoslav pilots 
undergoing training at Per-
rin Air Force Base outside 
Sherman, Texas.

Big signs with mes-
sages that included “Join 
the John Birch Society and 
Save Our Republic,” “Get 
U.S. Out of U.N. Get U.N. 
Out of U.S.” and “Impeach 
Earl Warren” festooned 
some streets and highways 
in Dallas.

McGehee announced 
a three-night National In-
dignation Convention fo-
rum in Dallas in 1961 and I 

was assigned to cover it for 
United Press International 
as a reporter in the wire 
service’s Dallas bureau. 
Several newspaper chains 
as well as individual pa-
pers had sent telegrams 
to UPI and the Associated 
Press requesting coverage 
for morning and afternoon 
newspapers.

The program present-
ed conservative speakers 
of many stripes, including 
those opposing big govern-
ment, fluoride in the drink-
ing water to prevent tooth 
decay, the United Nations, 
the federal income tax and 
Medicare, to list only a few 
of the many causes.

J. Evets Hailey, a West 
Texas cattleman, author 
and historian, addressed 
the indignation convention 
by calling for the execution 
of Earl Warren, chief jus-
tice of the United States.

H.L. Hunt
H.L. Hunt campaigned 

against Medicare, pro-
claiming it would “liter-
ally make the president of 
the United States a medi-
cal czar with potential life 
or death power over every 
man, woman and child in 
the country.”

In that highly charged 
political climate, many 
customers of the Nieman-
Marcus luxury department 
store canceled charge cards 
in anger over President 
Stanley Marcus’ support of 
the United Nations.

When the day came for 
Kennedy’s visit, however, 
crowds on the 11-mile presi-
dential motorcade route 
appeared delighted by the 
glamorous president and 
the first lady. There were 
an estimated 150,000 to 
200,000 spectators, surpass-
ing most expectations. JFK 
even ordered his limousine 
to stop where children had 
lined up.

Gary Mack, curator of 
the Sixth Floor Museum in 
the Texas Schoolbook De-
pository, where Lee Harvey 
Oswald fired at the presi-
dential motorcade, said 
years later, “When you look 
at films and pictures, you 

can’t find more than one 
or two negative signs — re-
ally nothing but smiles and 
cheers.”

Nellie Connally, the 
Texas governor’s wife, re-
marked to Kennedy as the 
two couples rode in the 

presidential limousine be-
fore the shots rang out, “Mr. 
President, you can’t say 
Dallas doesn’t love you.”

As I was leaving for 
work that sunny Friday, 
I turned on my car radio, 
which reported “possible 

gunfire” on the president’s 
parade route.

“Probably a false 
alarm,” I thought, but I 
abandoned my plan to do 
some errands en route 
and headed straight to the 
UPI bureau in a two-story 

former house in a scruffy 
neighborhood on Dallas’ 
west side.

My job at the UPI 
Southwest Division head-
quarters was heading the 
gathering and reporting of 

Continued on Page 46

the assassination of JFK

Jack Ruby, who killed Oswald, talks to a reporter while being re-
turned to jail after a psychiatric examination on Jan. 28, 1964. 

AP Photo/Ferd Kaufman

Lyndon B. Johnson is sworn in as president as Jacqueline Kennedy (r.) and Lady Bird Johnson stand at his side in the cabin of Air 
Force One on the ground at Love Field. Judge Sarah T. Hughes, a Kennedy appointee to the federal court (l.), administers the oath. 

AP Photo/White House, Cecil Stoughton, via the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Library, Boston

Lee Harvey Oswald, accused assassin of President Kennedy, is 
placed on a stretcher after being shot in the stomach. 

AP Photo/David F. Smith
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) has 
again set his sights on the 
city Board of Elections — 
a recent battleground in 
his ongoing fight with the 
Queens Republican Party 
— with a bill that would 
prohibit BOE employees 
from being paid to work on 
local political campaigns.

Ulrich introduced a 
bill in the Council last week 
that would amend the City 
Charter to bar BOE employ-
ees from receiving com-
pensation for work done 
on behalf of candidates or 
campaigns for city office.

The councilman did 
not respond to a request 
for comment, but the move 
would reform the board  he 
helped to shape  — at least 
for the next three years — 
in January.

Earlier this year Ul-
rich, along with fellow 
Councilmen James Oddo 

(R-Staten Island) and Vin-
cent Ignizio (R-Staten Is-
land), exploited a loophole 
allowing them to replace 
the county Republican 
Party’s commissioner at 
the Queens Board of Elec-
tions with their own pick, 
Michael Michel, for a four-
year term.

The board is notori-
ously known as a source 
of patronage jobs used to 
reward rank-and-file party 
members for their loyalty, 
and the coup represented 
a victory for Ulrich and an 
insurgent faction of Queens 
Republicans at war with 
party Chairman Phil Ra-
gusa.

After Michel took over, 
a handful of high-ranking 
GOP members either left 
the BOE or were fired and 
went to work for the mayor-
al campaign of John Catsi-
matidis, who took a shot 
at Ulrich when he laid out 
nearly $15,000 to finance a 
mailer bashing the coun-

cilman in the general elec-
tion.

The good-government 

group Citizens Union said 
it was behind the proposal, 
but there were questions as 

to whether or not the city 
could implement it.

“This is a bill that is 

laudable in that it intends 
to remove the perception or 
actual conflicts of interest 
that may occur for board of-
ficials,” said Alex Camarto, 
the group’s director of pub-
lic policy and advocacy.

“The Council’s author-
ity with regards to elections 
is something that’s debated 
and it’s not always clear,” 
he added. “What is known 
is the city has the right to 
determine the mode of se-
lection for its officers.”

Using the municipal 
home rule law, the city 
could, implement a system 
of non-partisan elections 
or runoff voting, but when 
it comes to writing ethics 
laws the Council’s author-
ity may be pre-empted by 
state law.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich wants to bar city Board of Elections employees from being paid to work 
on political campaigns.

Eric Ulrich wants to reform Board of Elections
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BY BILL PARRY

A school with an adult 
student body celebrated its 
new home with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony in Long 
Island City Monday.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott and 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
spoke to a standing room-
only crowd of students and 
educators at the Queens 
Adult Learning Center, at 
27-35 Jackson Ave., a state-
of-the-art facility they can 
call their own.

“My goodness, we were 
in a leased space a couple 
of blocks away,” Principal 
Yvonne Neal said. “The 
rooms weren’t designed for 
learning — it was for office 
space. This was designed 
just for us.”

The nearly 60-year-old 
school serves more than 
5,000 students annually in 
123 tuition-free classes in 
high school equivalency, 
citizenship and naturaliza-
tion, basic education and 
other programs that pre-
pare adults and immigrants 
for today’s job market.

“Now we have proper 
facilities with modern tech-
nology that include Smart-
boards, laptop and desktop 
centers with high-speed 
Internet — it’s a dramatic 
upgrade,” said Neal. “It’s 
the defining moment of our 
long history. This is going 
to be like no other school.”

Gwendolina Dendy-
Wnek, a 28-year-old student 
from Greenpoint, Brook-
lyn, appeared in a testimo-
nial video and later spoke 
about her experience at the 
Queens Adult Learning 
Center.

“I’ve got my B.A. in 
education, but what I was 
lacking was computer skills 
that you need to compete in 
today’s world,” she said.

The student body is 
comprised of people from 
141 nations, according to 
Neal.

“At first I was intimi-
dated. There are so many 
different races and so 
many different reasons for 
being here,” Dendy-Wnek 
said. “I’ve never seen a set 
of people like this. The best 
thing of all is we all help 
each other.”

Walcott pointed out 
that he was an adult learn-
er when he sought his mas-

ter’s degree at Fordham 
University.

“When I walked into 
this place, I thought, ‘Wow, 
this place is amazing,’” 
Walcott said. “It’s about 
you having an environment 
for you to learn and better 
your life.”

Van Bramer added 
that the new center creates 
a dignity of place.

“If it looks good and 
valued, it signals dignity,” 
he said. “You know that 
what happens here has 
great importance.”

Dr. Dorita Gibson, 
deputy chancellor at the 
city Department of Educa-
tion, drew some of the larg-
est applause when she said, 
“Even the bathrooms are 
nice!”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Administrators showcase the ceremonial scissors used in the ribbon-cutting celebration. 
Photo by Bill Parry

High school for adults 
celebrates new LIC digs

The Adult Learning Center now has a home of its own. The 
school has more than 5,000 students from 141 countries. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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helps you get back 
on your feet.

 A low-rate  
MCU VISA® Card

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for 
Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is 
open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% 
(Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs 
may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are 
not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. 
Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount 
of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for 
Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash 
advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a 
minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum 
Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. 
dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally Insured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

97

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

No Penalty Rate Pricing

CORONA — A Brooklyn man was 
sentenced to 25 years to life in prison last 
week for killing his girlfriend’s toddler 
daughter in her 103rd Street apartment, 
the district attorney said.

Allen Shannon, 31, received the sen-
tence after being convicted of second-de-
gree murder last month before Supreme 
Court Justice Michael Aloise, District At-
torney Richard Brown said.

The DA said that, according to the 
testimony, 22-year-old Candice Jones left 
her 19-month-old daughter, Anniyah Le-
vant, with Shannon as she left for work 
the night of March 23, 2010.

The next morning, Shannon called 
her and said the baby did not look well, 
and when Jones returned to her apart-
ment on 103rd Street she found the baby 
and took her to Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
Manhattan where the toddler died as a 
result of blunt impact injuries to the head 
and torso, Brown said.

The medical examiner determined 
Anniyah had suffered brain injury, a bro-
ken jaw, broken ribs, a lacerated liver and 
spleen, bruising on her face and internal 
abdomen bleeding, the DA said.

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — A 34-year-old man was sentenced to 100 years in jail 
this week after being convicted of raping and sexually assaulting two different women 
on back-to-back days in 2005, the district attorney said.

Leaman King, 34, was convicted earlier this month on two counts each of rape, 
sexual assault, kidnapping and weapons possession before Supreme Court Justice Deb-
orah Stevens Modica, who imposed the consecutive sentences totaling 100 years Tues-
day, District Attorney Richard Brown said.

Brown said that according to the testimony, King abducted his first victim at gun-
point as she was walking along Springfield Boulevard shortly after midnight in Octo-
ber 2005 and forced her into his car where he raped and sodomized her.

He struck again early the next day, this time abducting and raping the second vic-
tim as she walked along Eveleth Road, Brown said.

QUEENS VILLAGE — A 49-year-old 
Pomonok resident was killed when the 
Toyota Corolla he was driving hit a guard-
rail, flipping over and ejecting him from 
the car late Friday, police said.

The driver, identified by police as 
John Sanchez, had been traveling on the 
northbound Cross Island Parkway near 
Hempstead Turnpike at the time of the ac-
cident, the NYPD said.

Emergency responders were called 
to the roadway at about 10:15 p.m. and pro-
nounced Sanchez, who had severe trauma 

to his head and body, dead at the scene, ac-
cording to cops.

Police said an investigation was ongo-
ing.

POLICE 

Blotter

Sentence is 100 years for rape, assault: DA

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Man gets 25 to life for killing toddler: Brown

Driver dies in Cross Island crash: NYPD

Allen Shannon receives 25 years to life after 
being convicted of killing his girlfriend’s child 
in Queens. 

Police say Pomonok resident John Sanchez 
was killed when his car struck a guardrail on 
the Cross Island Parkway (pictured). 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

As the foreclosure 
crisis in Queens showed 
signs of improvement, state 
Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced 
New York state will receive 
more than $1 billion out of a 
historic settlement reached 
with JPMorgan stemming 
from its role in the finan-
cial crisis.

The $13 billion settle-
ment, the largest ever lev-
ied against a single finan-
cial institution, requires 
the mortgage giant to pay $9 
billion and provide another 
$4 billion in consumer re-
lief to homeowners across 
the country who are at risk 
of foreclosure.

Southeast Queens was 
the epicenter of the failed 
mortgage catastrophe in 
New York City and one of 
the worst hit regions in the 
country. 

The latest housing 
data for Queens is encour-
aging, with foreclosure 
activity down 11.4 percent 
in October from the previ-
ous year, according to the 
market-research company 
RealtyTrac.

Schneiderman said 
that out of New York’s share 
of the settlement, $613 mil-
lion will be paid out in cash 
to struggling homeowners 
and the remaining $400 mil-
lion will be doled out in the 
form of consumer relief.

“Since my first day in 

office, I have insisted that 
there must be accountabil-
ity for the misconduct that 
led to the crash of the hous-
ing market and the collapse 
of the American economy,” 
said Schneiderman, who co-
chairs the multi-state and 
federal task force created to 
investigate the mortgage-
backed securities crisis.

“This historic deal, 
which will bring long-
overdue relief to homeown-
ers around the country 
and across New York, is 
exactly what our working 
group was created to do,” 
he added. “We refused to 
allow systemic frauds that 
harmed so many New York 
homeowners and inves-
tors to simply be forgotten, 
and as a result we’ve won 
a major victory today in 
the fight to hold those who 
caused the financial crisis 
accountable.”

Jennifer Ching, di-
rector of Queen Legal Ser-
vices, said the financial 
relief from the settlement 
will help thousands of hom-
eowners who have for years 
struggled to modify their 
mortgages and stay in their 
homes.

As part of the settle-
ment, JPMorgan ac-
knowledged it had misled 
investors by marketing 
mortgage-backed securi-
ties that the company’s 
employees knew did not 
comply with underwriting 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

The Queens Borough 
Board voted to authorize 
the city’s Economic Devel-
opment Council to transfer 
23 acres of land for the Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
project.

The city is selling the 
land for $1 to Queens Devel-
opment Group LLC, a joint 
venture between Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
which plans to turn the site 
into New York’s “next great 
neighborhood,” complete 
with a convention center, 
a hotel and a shopping cen-
ter.

The approval, which 
took place at the Board’s 
Monday meeting, marks 
the beginning of the first 
phase of the $3 billion proj-
ect, which includes a clean-
up of the 23 acres of land.

The City Council ap-
proved the original Willets 
Point redevelopment proj-
ect in 2008, but the plans 
for the site changed in 
2012 when Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced that 
his administration had se-
lected developers for the 
site. The new plans includ-
ed the mall and a parking 
garage.

The project has been 
controversial since its in-
ception because the city 
will use eminent domain 
to oust the more than 200 

businesses, primarily auto 
body shops and junkyards, 
which set up shop on the 
Willets Point peninsula.

Together the affected 
businesses formed Willets 
Point United, which charg-
es that the city is abusing 
its power of eminent do-
main and has neglected 
the peninsula, which lacks 
any basic city services, for 
decades.

But the Council ap-
proved the new project 
plans in October.

“This is a project that 
is very complex,” Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst), who 
represents the district in 
which Willets Point is lo-
cated, said Monday night at 
the Queens Borough Board 
meeting. “Has every con-
versation been easy? “No. 
But I think we have come to 
a place where we are com-
fortable. I’m comfortable as 
the local Council member.”

Ferreras said the two 
most significant issues in 
the district are affordable 

housing and jobs and that 
the project addresses both.

Ferreras initially op-
posed the redevelopment 
plan, but after receiving 
certain concessions, such 
as more affordable housing 
and more money to relocate 
the businesses, she decided 
to vote in favor of it.

“I am very humbled 
and honored as a resident 
of Corona and someone 
who grew up in the neigh-
borhood to give my vote 
today,” she continued. “We 
need to move forward and 
have change. This is a posi-
tive thing for our commu-
nity.”

Eugene Kelty, chair-
man of Community Board 
7, urged the Borough Board 
to vote against the sale. He 
said CB 7 had previously 
agreed to take on projects, 
but the plans end up chang-
ing without CB 7 being 
“kept in the loop.” He said 
other projects, such as a po-
lice tow pound, have been 
“dumped” into the commu-
nity.

He also said certain 
sites known to be contami-
nated are not included in 
the developers’ proposal for 
remediation.

“This board has a prob-
lem with the agreement 
with the city of New York,” 
he said. “We do not believe 
it. We do not trust it.”

A representative of 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. said that while 
the current brownfield ap-
plication only includes part 
of the site, the developers 
later intend to clean up all 
23 acres of the site.

Ultimately, Kelty was 
the only one to vote against 
the sale.

But every other board 
member — Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, Fer-
reras and Council members 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) — voted to approve 
the sale.

The area in Queens known as Willets Point is slated to be redeveloped.

State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman announces New York 
will receive more than $1 billion in foreclosure relief out of a $13 
billion settlement federal and state authorities reached with 
JPMorgan. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Willets Point sale OK’d
Borough Board approves transfer of 23 acres of city property

Foreclosure relief 
headed to Queens

Continued on Page 40

BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) was mugged 
Tuesday night near Capi-
tol Hill in Washington by 
an attacker who stole her 
purse, she said.

Meng said she was 
walking toward her Wash-
ington apartment after 
having dinner at a restau-
rant when she was struck 
in the back of the head near 
Sixth Street and Pennsyl-
vania Avenue. As she fell to 
the ground, the perpetrator 
took her handbag, then fled 

on foot, she said.
She suffered a bruise 

on her chin and underwent 
a CAT scan at George Wash-
ington University Hospital, 
the lawmaker said.

The Washington Post 
reported that police had 
found Meng disoriented 
with bruising and swelling 
to the back of her head and 
injuries to her left knee, 
hand and face. She was also 
unable to remember where 
she was robbed or describe 
her attacker, the Post re-
ported.

After the incident, of-

ficers were able to grab 
fingerprints from an old 
cellphone that had fallen 
out of her purse, the Post 
reported.

The congresswom-
an released a statement 
Wednesday saying she was 
not seriously hurt and did 
not suffer any serious loss-
es.

“While this was a 
frightening ordeal, I for-
tunately was not seriously 
injured,” Meng said. “Ob-
viously, things could have 
been much worse. I thank 
the U.S. Capitol Police and 

the District of Columbia Po-
lice for responding quickly 
and professionally.”

No arrests have been 
made as of press time, but 
U.S. Capitol Police spokes-
woman Lt. Kimberly Sch-
neider told the Post an ac-
tive open investigation was 
underway.

Meng was back at it on 
Capitol Hill Wednesday for 
procedural votes and told 
reporters she was “just tak-
ing it a little slower today,” 
the Post reported.

Rep. Grace Meng robbed in D.C. attack
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BY BILL PARRY

Officials broke ground last 
week for the first new public 
school to be built in Woodside in 
more than 60 years, and the con-
struction will bring relief to a 
crushing overcrowding problem 
that has plagued School District 
30 for decades.

PS 339, at 39-07 57th St., will 
have a seating capacity for 470 
students from pre-kindergarten 
through fifth-grade. The five-
story, fully air conditioned facil-
ity will house 22 standard class-
rooms and two special education 
classrooms.

The plans call for multiple re-
source rooms, a music room and 
a “gymatorium,” a combination 
gym and auditorium. A library, 
cafeteria and community room 
are also featured with a general 
use playground. The building is 
expected to be completed in time 
for September 2015.

“When I looked at my sched-
ule, I knew it was going to be a 
great day,” said City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside). “It’s always a good day 

when you break ground on a new 
school.”

He pointed out that PS 339 
was one of five new schools that 
will add more than 2,000 seats to 
his district covering Woodside, 
Sunnyside and Long Island City.

PS 11, at 54-25 Skillman Ave., 
will get the most relief when the 

new school opens. With 1,348 stu-
dents in a building designed for 
700, Principal Anna Efkarpides 
said, “I am so excited that this is 
happening because the commu-
nity needs it so badly. We’ve been 
overcrowded forever.”

Van Bramer could not ex-
plain why it took 60 years for a 

new school in Woodside, but he 
did say “the situation is intoler-
able.”

Community Board 2 Chair-
man Joe Conley said, “We’re see-
ing a population that’s growing 
rapidly. Everyone wants to live 
here and they need good schools.”

In a statement, U.S. Rep. Joe 

Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
said, “Reducing class size and 
equipping our students with the 
proper resources are part of the 
necessary investments we must 
continue to make in order to en-
sure future generations reach 
their full potential. I applaud the 
efforts of city officials and all the 
members of our community who 
worked so hard to make this new 
school a reality.”

But not everyone was im-
pressed.

Homeowner Jim Condes, 76, 
was denied access to the ground-
breaking, which was only open to 
the media and elected officials be-
cause of insurance concerns.

Standing outside the con-
struction site, he said, “This is 
going to be the third elementary 
school in a block and a half with 
St. Sebastian’s. There’s going to 
be a lot of traffic with buses and 
drop-offs. They didn’t talk about 
that, did they?”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Officials break ground for Woodside’s first new public school since 1951. PS 339 needed to reduce overcrowding in dis-
trict. Photo by Bill Parrt

Offi cials break ground at Woodside school site

Success Academy con-
stantly asks the question, 
“would children come to 
school if they didn’t have 
to?” They have a formula 
to make sure the answer is 
“Yes!” 

By setting the bar high 
and ensuring the road to 
reaching it is filled with 
opportunities for discov-
ery, inquiry, engagement 
and, of course, fun, Suc-
cess Academy is a stand-
out public education alter-
native.  Success Academy 
believes each child has 
limitless potential to think 
and achieve at high levels.

The curriculum at Suc-
cess Academy inspires a 
love of reading, develops 
critical thinking, and in-
stills core values to raise 
responsible citizens. They 
take field trips to apply 
what they observe in the 
classroom to the real world, 

learn chess to sharpen an-
alytical skills, and have 
daily recess to run and 
play with friends.

And their approach is 
working. Their students 
– whom they refer to as 
‘scholars’ – placed in the 

top 1 percent of all New 
York State schools for math 
and top 7 percent for Eng-
lish. All of their scholars 

– 100 percent – passed the 
2014 science exam.

It is notable that Suc-
cess Academy achieved 
these results while serv-
ing students with differ-
ent academic and develop-
ment needs. Last year, 15 
percent of their scholars 
had Individualized Educa-
tion Plans, 11 percent were 
English Language Learn-
ers and 77 percent quali-
fied for free or reduced-
price lunch.

There are currently 18 el-
ementary locations across 
New York city, and their 
excitement has lead them 
to open 6 more schools 
next fall near City Hall, in 
South Brooklyn and South-
east Queens.

Success Academy wel-
comes families interested 
in learning more about 
their schools to visit www.
successacademies.org.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Charter School Stands Out Among Public School Options
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. 
Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher ap-
plicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

OBLITERATED ART
New York finds itself in the perpetual balancing act of 

bolstering its income through commerce without sacrific-
ing the public benefits of artistic endeavors.

And while these two concepts are not always mutu-
ally exclusive, it takes a vision that encompasses both to 
create the kind of place where each succeeds.

But this week in Queens it was Business 1, Art 0.
Street artists awoke Tuesday morning to discover 

Long Island City’s 5Pointz, an icon of the graffiti world, 
had been whitewashed overnight.

Owners Jerry and David Wolkoff purchased the 
building in 1971 and, after renting spaces to artists start-
ing about 20 years ago, embraced the new tenants’ request 
to turn the building into a canvas for street art.

Thousands of artists flocked to 5Pointz to create their 
work. That was followed by hundreds of thousands of 
global tourists who made the trip out on the No.  7 train to 
catch yet another attraction unique to New York.

But then western Queens fortunes started to rise as 
more Manhattanites found themselves looking to LIC as 
an affordable and livable spot. And the Wolkoffs appar-
ently figured their future looked brighter as residential 
rather than commercial landlords.

After a federal judge put the kibosh on a restraining 
order protecting the building, the Wolkoffs were free to 
dismantle the five-story structure and move ahead with 
plans to construct two residential towers on the spot.

Jerry Wolkoff said he painted over the building to 
spare the artists from having to endure witnessing its 
slow death.

“It’s like taking medicine: Get it over with all at once. 
Now it’s done, the torture is over,” he said.

Maybe.
Any project completed under cover of night with ad-

ditional police presence, as the paint job reportedly had, 
does not pass the smell test.

With paying tenants in the building, it is unlikely the 
owners planned to start the demolition immediately.

Artists and 5Pointz fans had started a push to have 
the building landmarked. If that had happened, Wolkoff 
could not have touched the building.

Now many of his critics are arguing the whitewashing 
happened to prevent the building from being landmarked 
— its cultural significance obliterated.

No one really knows why he did it and now it really 
doesn’t matter as another piece of the city disappears.

Wolkoff had promised to set aside space in the new de-
velopment for street artists to ply their trade, but it seems 
unlikely any will accept his offer.

Remember Ferrigno for her dedication

M
y good friend, Mar-
jorie Ferrigno, died 
Nov. 14. She was in 
her late 90s.

A founding member 
of the Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners Association, 
she was an indefatigable 
advocate for city landmark 
designation of her beloved 
neighborhood. She was also 
a community and city activ-
ist and had been a member 
of the Queens Preservation 
Council and other orga-
nizations dedicated to im-
proving the quality of life 

for all New Yorkers.
Marjorie was knowl-

edgeable and articulate 
and knew how to talk to ev-
eryone in order to achieve 
her selfless goals and ob-
jectives. She had a twinkle 
in her eye and always ex-
pressed herself in assertive 
yet polite and charming 
ways. She was successful in 
convincing elected leaders 
and other officials to take 
her position on a variety of 
issues.

Together with her late 
husband Nick, they were a 

dynamic duo of energy and 
persistence. They were role 
models for all preservation-
ists. They were loved by 
all.

In 2010, the Queens 
Preservation Council pre-
sented Marjorie with the 
Nancy Cataldi Memorial 
Award for her dedicated 
service to her community 
as a civic leader and neigh-
borhood advocate. Her hus-
band and teammate was 
also honored at that time 
posthumously. They will 
both be remembered for 

their work in preserving 
and protecting their com-
munity as well as for their 
style and grace.

May they both rest in 
peace and may Broadway-
Flushing achieve the his-
toric landmark status that 
so many have been work-
ing for over the years. What 
a fitting tribute that would 
be for the Ferrignos.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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Avella takes Friedrich to task over Van Buren
I 

am writing in response 
to Bob Friedrich’s Nov. 
8-14 column “P-Tech pro-
gram will serve as boon 

to Martin Van Buren.” In 
his column, Friedrich ad-
vocates for the city Depart-
ment of Education’s propos-
al to co-locate the P-Tech 
program at Martin Van 
Buren High School while 
at the same time attacking 
my integrity for opposing 
the co-location.

Since taking office 
three years ago, I made the 
restoration of MVB’s past 
pre-eminence one of my top 
education priorities and 
strongly pushed to have 
new leadership installed 

at the school. Since Princi-
pal Sam Sochet took over, 
he has been working hard 
to revitalize the school, in-
cluding forging a partner-
ship last year with Long 
Island Jewish Hospital to 
bring a pre-med program to 
the school.

As part of these efforts, 
I helped set up a commu-
nity council with Sochet, 
elected officials and vari-
ous civic leaders from the 
surrounding community. 
The group would meet ev-
ery few months to discuss 
issues involving MVB and 
the community. Unfortu-
nately, Friedrich has not at-
tended a single meeting.

A lot of Friedrich’s ad-
vocacy for the co-location 
hinges on the mistaken 
belief that students from 
within Community School 
District 26 will be solely 
able to attend this special-
ized program. Nothing 
can be further from the 
truth. This program, as is 
standard DOE policy, will 
allow students from all 
over the city to attend. The 
MVB student population 
will be halved, adding to 
the overcrowding situation 
in all the other northeast 
and eastern Queens high 
schools.

Friedrich alleged in 
his column that I am only 

opposing this plan because 
I took direction from the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers. He also commented that 
I refused to shake his hand 
at the MVB public hearing 
on the proposal.

Most of your readers 
know I am someone who 
will always do what I think 
is right, regardless of any 
political considerations. I 
guess Friedrich does not 
know me as well as oth-
ers. The fact that the UFT 
opposes the co-location is 
a credit to the union and 
has nothing to do with my 
position on the matter. I am 
sure that if the UFT agreed 
with Friedrich, he would be 

singing their praises.
He is correct in report-

ing that I did not shake 
his hand. What he did not 
report is that before this 
incident occurred he had 
already attacked my integ-
rity for opposing the co-
location. That is why I did 
not shake his hand. I am 
not a phony politician who 
allows his integrity to be 
attacked by someone one 
minute, then shakes that 
person’s hand the next.

What is lost in this 
back and forth is the fact 
that this proposed co-loca-
tion will have real world 
consequences for the en-
tire school community, 

especially students and 
teachers. Therefore, it is 
important to note, despite 
Friedrich’s contentions, 
that parents, students, 
teachers and elected offi-
cials are united in opposi-
tion to the co-location and 
any decision on this mat-
ter should be held until the 
new mayoral administra-
tion takes office.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)

P-tech plan needs more study

I
n his Nov. 8-14 
TimesLedger News-
papers column, Bob 
Friedrich discussed the 

recent city Department of 
Education decision to co-
locate a P-tech high school 
within the Martin Van Bu-
ren High School building. 
Friedrich spoke in favor of 
the P-tech concept and also 
said the co-location of a sep-
arate high school was the 
best method to administer 
this new program.

This proposal has been 
quite controversial and has 
been discussed at length at 
both of our civic meetings 
over the last few months. 
Allowing for differences of 
opinion within our organi-
zations, we have found that 
the consensus is that the P-
tech program sounds great 
and would be considered 
seriously by many students 
and families.

But most of our mem-
bers who have expressed an 

opinion have said it would 
make more sense for the P-
tech program to be run by 
the Martin Van Buren HS 
administration.

For one thing, there 
has been anecdotal evi-
dence that co-locations 
have been detrimental to 
existing schools. We want 
to be sure that MVB contin-
ues to have the resources 
necessary to continue its 
remarkable improvement. 
In fact, P-tech would be a 
great complement to the 
innovative courses being 
developed at MVB in the 
fields of law and forensics, 
medical careers, anthro-
pology and robotics.

We believe one admin-
istration would result in 
better coordination of pro-
grams, more efficient use of 
resources and better rela-
tions with the community.

Since this is a new 
concept without much of a 
track record, no one knows 

for sure what the best path 
is. We believe, however, that 
the idea of running P-tech 
within Martin Van Buren 
HS deserves serious con-
sideration. We support the 
efforts of City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
among others, to explore 
this approach.

Needless to say, we 
will do everything in our 
power to support either or 
both schools once a final 
decision has been reached.

Mike O’Keeffe
President

Creedmoor Civic 
Association

Bellerose

Frank Toner
President

Rocky Hill Civic 
Association

Bellerose Manor

Tnnis not environmentally sound

I 
am writing in response 
to a recent media state-
ment from an airline in-
dustry advocacy group, 

Global Gateway Alliance, 
which urges the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
to continue its avoidance 
of environmental laws re-
garding Tnnis, the new 
NextGen flight route over 
north Queens.

It claims the route 
reduces fuel consumption 
and increases efficiency, 
and should therefore con-
tinue to be exempt from en-
vironmental review.

In press and media, 
the FAA and industry 
groups often fail to make 
clear that the efficiency im-
provements are based on a 
per flight criteria and that 
the growth of the aviation 
industry will outpace these 
efficiency improvements. 
The reduction in per flight 
emission will not result in 
a reduction in overall emis-

sions for the industry.
In truth, the whole 

point of NextGen is to 
increase the capacity of 
airports and the number 
of planes in the air. More 
planes equate to an in-
crease in net emissions, not 
a decrease.

For example, you can 
replace an old air condi-
tioner with a more efficient 
unit, thus reducing emis-
sions and saving energy, 
but if you buy four new 
units for every room in the 
house, you have increased 
overall emissions regard-
less of the efficiency of each 
individual unit.

According to the Pew 
Center on Global Climate 
Change, a respected cli-
mate research institution, 
aviation emissions will 
double in the coming years. 
The FAA expects the avia-
tion industry to grow 90 
percent by 2060. There is 
nothing green about it.

Again, the increase in 
the number of total aircraft 
through NextGen will lead 
to an increase in overall 
emissions, regardless of per 
flight efficiency. And with 
respect to climate change, 
it is the overall numbers 
that really counts, not per 
flight numbers.

So why should Next-
Gen flight procedures be 
exempt from a full environ-
mental study based on a per 
flight emissions reduction?

Though the FAA and 
industry groups would 
have you believe they have 
achieved carbon neutrality 
through NextGen, nothing 
could be further from the 
truth. There is no basis for 
the evasion of longstanding 
environmental laws and 
the FAA should conduct a 
Supplemental Environmen-
tal Impact Study on Tnnis 
immediately.

Brian Will
Flushing
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O
ne of the most closely 
watched City Coun-
cil races in Queens 
has ended in a loss 

for Dennis Saffran to Paul 
Vallone. It was a highly 
competitive campaign. Al-
though both District 19 can-
didates campaigned hard, 
it was Vallone who was able 
to get about 300 people to 
turn out on Election Day 
and help his campaign.

Most of his volunteers 
came from labor unions, 
especially the firefighters 
union. It seems that these 
volunteers came from all 
over the city. It had a major 

impact on the election re-
sults. Saffran had a smaller 
group of volunteers, al-
though they were enthusi-
astic about his campaign.

The poor showing of 
Republican mayoral candi-
date Joe Lhota affected the 
entire slate of Republican 
candidates, especially for 
Council. With Lhota get-
ting less than 30 percent 
of the vote for mayor and 
city Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio getting more than 70 
percent of the vote, it was 
bound to hurt Republican 
Council candidates.

Saffran raised social 
issues constantly in his 
campaign mailings and at 
candidate debate forums. 
He stressed maintaining 
the city police policy of 
stop-and-frisk in addition to 
his opposition to the Com-
munity Safety Act, which 
restricts police activities. 

He strongly opposed giving 
voting rights in local elec-
tions to non-citizens.

It was to no avail. Val-
lone had the advantage in 
financial resources, man-
power, name recognition 
and the benefit of a strong 
ticket starting with the 
mayoral candidate.

Saffran had hoped for 
a large turnout in his base 
of Douglaston and Little 
Neck, where he lives. He did 
make a good showing there, 
but it was not as good as he 
had hoped. It did not make 
up for the lesser showing in 
other areas.

The general results in-
dicated that Vallone won by 
a percentage of 57-43.

It was shortly after 11 
p.m. when Saffran spoke 
before his campaign sup-
porters and conceded the 
election. He thanked ev-
eryone for their efforts and 

called for party unity.
He praised former 

state Sen. Frank Padavan 
for his help, especially on 
Election Day. Padavan was 
at PS 41, during which he 
helped to campaign. He 
spoke of his family. His son 
Nick took time off from col-
lege to work on his father’s 
campaign.

This campaign was 
a lot different from four 
years ago, when Queens Re-
publicans won three Coun-
cil seats. This election year 
was a lot different from 
past citywide races. The 

race for mayor set the tune 
for all city races. Saffran 
ran a good race, but the op-
position forces against him 
prevailed.

The Council next year 
will be made up of at least 
48 Democrats out of 51 mem-
bers, with a Democratic 
mayor. It seems New York 
City voters wanted change 
in government policy, so 
that is what we will be get-
ting.

It has been a long 
election process with the 
primaries in both major 
parties going from Janu-
ary to September, a period 
of more than eight months. 
The general election lasted 
only about eight weeks. 
This type of election with 
the time element of the pri-
mary and general elections 
has been with us since the 
1970s.

It is time the state Leg-

islature consider restoring 
the June primary that we 
had prior to the 1970s. This 
would give several advan-
tages to the electoral calen-
dar. First, petitions could 
be done in April and early 
May, when more people are 
available to sign petitions 
and the weather should be 
better for those circulating 
petitions.

More time could be 
spent preparing for the 
fall general election. This 
would mean more emphasis 
on the general election and 
less time on the primaries. 
This could lead to a better 
electoral system.

In all, it was an inter-
esting year with the vari-
ous races. Next year will 
be the race for governor 
and other statewide races. 
Hopefully, the number of 
citizens who vote in elec-
tions will improve.

Mayoral ticket benefi tted Vallone race for Council

Be aware of surroundings while standing on train platforms

O
ne of the big con-
cerns of patrons of 
our mass transit 
system in New York 

City is safety. The Senior 
Citizens Advisory Council 
to the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is a 
group of five senior citizens 
from each borough who 
usually meet monthly at 2 
Broadway, in Manhattan, to 
give their evaluations, com-
ments and opinions to MTA 
officials. At the last SCAC 
meeting, information was 
provided concerning keep-
ing the subway safe.

Joseph R. Nugent, an 
NYPD interagency liaison, 
made a presentation. The 

main comment he made 
was that to be safe one has 
to be aware of one’s sur-
roundings. You cannot be 
distracted by listening to 
music or texting. A crimi-
nal is always looking for a 
target of opportunity. One 
must act and walk confi-
dently and look alert. Crim-
inals want a target who is 
not aware of their attack.

I always remember 
that years ago officers from 
the 107th Precinct in Fresh 
Meadows who attended one 
of my civic meetings had 
warned us to always walk 
confidently and along open 
spaces so criminals would 
not jump out from behind 
bushes, trees or buildings. 
Nugent warned people not 
to sit next to a door in a sub-
way car because criminals 
wait on the platform and 
reach into a car to grab a 
pocketbook or an electronic 
device just before the door 
closes. Some criminals ride 

between the cars and grab 
objects from people stand-
ing on the platform.

Although the MTA has 
cut down the number of peo-
ple working in the subways, 
it does have intercoms on 
new trains and near ticket 
machines. There are para-
bolic mirrors in elevators 
and at the top of stairs and 
escalators which give one a 
view of who is around.

Men should keep their 
wallets in a front pocket or 
inside pocket and women 
should keep their pocket-
books in front of them. I do 
not remember a discussion 
about women hanging their 
pocketbooks over their 
arms or around their bod-
ies, but a criminal will grab 
onto the strap of a pocket-
book and drag the person 
until the strap breaks if the 
person gets wedged and the 
criminal then has to let go. 
This can injure the victim.

People are advised not 

to flash money or expen-
sive electronic equipment. 
Pickpockets try to pick wal-
lets so some men put rubber 
bands around their wallets, 
which will drag in a pocket. 
Women can obtain a “Gear 
Guard,” which is a clip that 
attaches to a zipper and the 
pocketbook, or use a big 
safety pin to fasten the zip-
per. One is advised to wait 
in the off-hours waiting 
area in a subway station.

One annoyance 
brought up by one of the 
SCAC members is the fact 
that sometimes disabled 
people who get on a train 
or bus, often with a wheel-
chair, do not pay the fare. 
She was told that there is 
an Eagle Team of about 200 
people who are working 
to catch fare evaders of all 
kinds. More and more sum-
monses are being given out 
by this team. The MTA is 

installing more cameras on 
subway stations as a secu-
rity/terrorism technique.

People in their cars 
should be aware of “gas 
station sliders” who hang 
around and slide into cars 
when people are pumping 
gasoline or going to pay 
and then steal a pocketbook 
or the car.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: I recently read 
that in the past dozen or so 
years the federal govern-
ment paid farm subsidies 
worth about $12 billion to 
50 different rich people or to 
businesses they own. Ironi-
cally, a Republican propos-
al could kick 5 million poor 
Americans off food stamps. 
Also, crop insurance is a 
subsidy.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: One day a couple of 
weeks ago, no people were 
killed due to violence in the 
city.

COLUMNS

Saffran raised 
social issues and 

supported
stop-and-frisk

One annoyance brought up by one of 
the members of the Senior Citizens 

Advisory Council is the fact that 
sometimes disabled people who get on 
a train or bus, often with a wheelchair, 

do not pay the fare.

Bob
Harris

■

William
Lewis

■
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mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

r e m e m b e r ,  y o u  g e t  r e w a r d  p o i n t s  a n d 
c a s h  b a c k  f o r  d e b i t  p u r c h a s e s .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Double the shopping.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com

watched a documentary 
the other night about 
President John F. Ken-
nedy and I was struck 

by how well he was able to 
connect with voters. Even 
when he was receiving a 
long line of well-wishers, 
he seemed to listen to each 
one intently.

We could all learn a 
lesson from Kennedy and 
other political leaders like 
him. In fact, in this age of 
constant distraction, most-
ly driven by technology, 
deep listening to others is 
a dying art that needs to be 
revived.

Our new mayor-elect, 

Bill de Blasio, is an impres-
sive listener and that came 
through even in his body 
language as he campaigned 
and bent his 6-foot-5 frame 
down to better listen to po-
tential voters. His deep em-
pathy, articulated through 
his vow to tackle growing 
inequality, is also an im-
portant part of his success 
thus far.

Many people have 
said that a large part of 
President Bill Clinton’s 
success was attributable to 
his listening and empathy 
skills. When you speak to 
him, many have told me, he 
treats you like you are the 
only person in the room. 
And he famously “felt our 
pain.”

This is a great skill 
and the only two people I 
have ever met in the New 
York political arena who 
are also good at this are 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
de Blasio.

Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
was an excellent mayor 
on so many levels, but lis-
tening and empathy were 
not his greatest skills. But 
Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly did recently say that 
Bloomberg’s great sensi-
tivity and empathy came 

through when he visited 
injured police.

Ex-Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani found his “inner em-
pathizer” Sept. 11, 2001, 
and his ability to feel and 
help heal our collective 
shock and pain made him 
appealing in that tragedy’s 
aftermath.

But now the baton 

passes to de Blasio, so it 
will be interesting to see if 
his ability to listen and em-
pathize will translate into 
a successful mayoralty. 
There’s no doubt that many 
people in this city have felt 
left out or “not heard” the 
past few decades, and de 
Blasio represents new hope 
for them.

I think there’s a lesson 
to be gleaned from all this. 
Feeling heard is an impor-
tant thing in life. Those 
who are able to really tune 
out all the noise and dis-
tractions of modern society 
and give people their undi-
vided attention are becom-
ing more prized these days.

It’s a lesson we should 
all heed. Listen, reflect 
back to the speaker and 
show empathy.

Here’s hoping it works 
for you as well as it has 
worked for people like Clin-
ton, Cuomo and de Blasio.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

De Blasio outshines Bloomberg on empathy skills

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

A man who was found 
dead in the basement of a 
South Ozone Park home 
Tuesday morning has still 
not been identified, author-
ities said.

At about 4:40 a.m. that 
morning, police responded 
to a 911 call of calls for help 
inside the home at 131st 
Street near Rockaway Bou-
leva4d After entering the 
house, they found an adult 

male inside the basement.
Police said he had suf-

fered trauma to the head 
and multiple stab wounds 
about the body, leading 
them to believe the death 
was a homicide.

An NYPD spokeswom-
an said the victim, who ap-
peared to be in his 30s, was 
found tied up.

Officers said there has 
been no motive identified 
and that the case was still 
being investigated.

Later in the day Tues-
day, the neighborhood was 
quiet, although both ends 
of the block had been cor-
doned off with police tape.

A neighbor named 
Jimmy, who declined to 
give his last name, said he 
had been unaware of the in-
cident until he woke up that 
morning and saw police up 
and down the street. He 
knew no details other than 
what had been provided 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A 50-year-old man 
was awaiting arraignment 
Wednesday on charges that 
he stabbed his wife to death 
inside their Ozone Park 
home early Friday, police 
and a spokeswoman for the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office said.

Adalberto Sanchez had 
not been arraigned because 
he was receiving medical 
treatment at Jamaica Hos-
pital for a stab wound to the 
abdomen, according the 
NYPD and the DA’s office.

Authorities respond-
ed to the two-story home 
where Adalberto Sanchez 
lived with his wife Josefa 
Sanchez on 80th Street at 
about 3 a.m. Friday, and af-
ter getting inside a locked 
bedroom, officers found 
a 41-year-old woman, who 
had stab wounds to her up-

per torso, the NYPD said. 
Cops then found Adalberto 
Sanchez, who was allegedly 
holding a knife in his hand, 
in the next room, police 
said.

After Adalberto San-
chez was taken into custo-

dy, he was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was list-
ed in stable condition, cops 
said. Josefa Sanchez was 
taken to the same hospital, 
where she was pronounced 
dead.

Adalberto Sanchez 
was charged with second-
degree murder, endanger-
ing the welfare of a child 
and criminal possession 
of a weapon, the NYPD 
said. The  Associated Press  
reported that the couple’s 
three children fled the 
scene of the stabbing.

A knife was recovered 
and an investigation into 
the stabbing was ongoing, 
authorities said.

Reach managing edi-
tor Christina Santucci by e-
mail at timesledgerphotos@
gmail.com by phone at 718-
260-4589.

Police say Josefa Sanchez, 
41, was fatally stabbed in her 
Ozone Park home (pictured). 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Husband charged in stabbing 
of Ozone Park wife: NYPD

Police fi nd man murdered 
in South Ozone Park home

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Continued on Page 40

Police investigate the murder on 131st Street in South Ozone Park. Photo by Bianca Fortis
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners

available for Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

$299 per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags.
$0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles
per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

B R A N D  N E W
2014 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

LEASE
FOR

$0 Taxes!!!
$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks, Bose Surround, Heated
Seats, Power Seat, Power Sunroof, Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $35,490

Conquest Rebate $2,000

WE’LL PAY THE TAXES!!!

$169

B R A N D  N E W
2014 BUICK VERANO

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise Control

& Much More! FWD, MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

BUICK

2014 Cadillac Due: 1st Payment (CTS / XTS $595 Bank Fee ) plus Taxes (CTS )  & DMV fees only.  2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals
excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers
Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Competitive/Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500/$2,000. Conquest Rebate:
Must own or lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 11-30-2013.

per month 39 months

BUICK

$169

B R A N D  N E W
2014 GMC TERRAIN

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera, Traction Control, Power Windows,
Power Doorlocks, Bluetooth, Remote Entry, Anti-Theft 

& Much More! MSRP $27,390

Competitive Lease Conquest or Loyalty $500

per month 39 months

FWD

SLE-1
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

A Jamaica man has 
been charged with attempt-
ed murder after he alleged-
ly brutally beat an off-duty 
police officer, according to 
authorities.

Hayden Holder, 29, 
of 102nd Avenue, was ar-
raigned Monday morning 
and faces second-degree 
attempted murder and 
first- and second-degree as-
sault, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

According to Brown, 
Holder allegedly got into a 
verbal fight with Sgt. Mo-
hamed Deen, 40, at about 
4:40 a.m. Sunday in front of 
St. John’s Express, at 118-
14 Liberty Ave. in South 
Ozone Park.

The dispute esca-
lated and Holder alleg-
edly punched Deen in the 
head, knocking him to 
the ground, according to 
Brown. . Holder then alleg-
edly continued to physical-
ly assault Deen by punch-
ing and kicking him and 
slamming his head into the 
pavement, Brown said.

A video posted to Fa-
cebook, believed to depict 
the assault, shows a man 
repeatedly striking Deen, 
even as he lay motionless 
in the middle of the street. 
The choppy cellphone vid-
eo, which lasts several min-
utes, also shows Deen at-
tempting to break the glass 

of a white BMW by punch-
ing it repeatedly. When he 
fails to break the glass, he 
goes back to hitting Deen.

It appears in the video 
that the witnesses at the 
scene do not step in to stop 
Holder. The man filming 
actually cheers throughout 
it.

The graphic video has 
since been removed from 

the social networking web-
site.

Deen was brought to 
Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center where doctors ini-
tially put him into a medi-
cally-induced coma.

According to a New 
York Post report, Deen, an 
18-year NYPD veteran, was 
removed from a mechani-

Police guard the entrance of Jamaica Hospital, where an off-duty 
sergeant was taken after authorities say he was badly beaten in 
Richmond Hill. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Jamaica man charged 
in assault of cop: DA

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT
A PET

CATS IN THE CRADLE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

61-23 190th St • Fresh Meadows, NY
SAT NOV 23 • 12PM – 5PM
61 23 190 h S F h M61 23 190 h S F h M
Unleashed by Petco

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

North Shore Animal League America Has The Largest 
Selection of Mixed-Breed & Purebred Dogs, Cats, 
Puppies And Kittens!

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIAL
FREE ADOPTIONS

Special Holiday 
Hours:   
Thanksgiving Day: 
10am – 6pm
Friday: 
9am – 10pm

Friday Nov 29
9 AM – 12 NOON
25 Davis Ave. Port Washington, NY
(Port Washington location only)

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeaguebookkkkokok.comcomcom/Th/Th/Th/Th/Th AeAneAneAniimaimaimallLelLelLea

Like us on

Continued on Page 40

A facebook video is believed to depict a brutal assault on an off-
duty cop. 
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If you’re going to join us for 

Midnight Madness, then we 

invite you to stay for some  

fun, because we have special 

plans for the wee hours of 

Black Friday. Join us at Queens 

Center from 12AM to 4AM for 

music, fun, giveaways and prizes 

(including valuable gift cards 

from participating retailers). We’ll 

have a great time in the middle of  

the night! 

NOVEMBER 29

WAKE UP 
WITH

QUEENS
CENTER

BLACK
FRIDAYALL STORES OPEN AT MIDNIGHT 

THANKSGIVING NIGHT*
FOLLOW THE CONVERSATION #MIDNIGHTMADNESS

Join us for the most exciting shopping 
experience of the year! Don’t miss out 
on all the fun – find those perfect  
gifts – and shop the incredible deals  
at some of your favorite stores. 
So join us at Queens Center,  
Where the Stores Are!

*All stores open at midnight. 
Macy’s, JCPenney, A|X Armani 
Exchange and others open at 
8PM on Thanksgiving Day.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

AND INSTAGRAM, LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK AND VISIT US AT 

SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Macy’s, JCPenney and more than 150 specialty stores & restaurants
Queens & Woodhaven Boulevards

718-592-3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com   

WHERE THE STORES AREDistrict Offi ces:

Let us take this time to refl ect 
on all we have to be grateful for this

Thanksgiving Day.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

 An organization advocat-
ing against circumcision of baby 
boys targeted a Queens doctor in 
its latest demonstration.

A group of about 18 protest-
ers marched in front of the Forest 
Hills Gardens home of Dr. Susan 
Blank and along Union Turnpike, 
according to Anthony Losquadro, 
founder and executive director of 
the Brooklyn-based Intaction.

Blank is chairwoman of the 
American Academy of Pediat-
rics’ Task Force on Circumcision, 
which last year updated its policy 
on the procedure to say that re-
search indicates it is associated 
with some health benefits.

Intaction, which argues that 
circumcision is akin to female 
genital mutilation, wants the 
AAP to retract the policy. They 
believe the decision of whether to 
be circumcised should be left up 
to men when they are adults.

Blank could not be reached 
for comment.

He said anti-circumcision ac-
tivists have sent thousands of let-
ters and e-mails to the academy, 

but have received no response, so 
they took the next step by protest-
ing.

“Our intent was to make 
sure our message gets heard,” 
Losquadro said.

The AAP’s previous policy 
statement noted only “potential 
medical benefits” from the proce-
dure.

The task force evaluated 
peer-reviewed literature from 
1995 through 2010 and determined 
that there are some benefits.

The policy, published in 2012, 
states: “The evaluation of current 
evidence indicates that the health 
benefits of newborn male circum-
cision outweigh the risks and that 
the procedure’s benefits justify 
access to this procedure for fami-
lies who choose it.”

Specific benefits include 
the prevention of some sexually 
transmitted infections, such as 
HIV, as well as penile cancer and 
urinary tract infections, accord-
ing to the policy.

The AAP maintains the 
procedure is well-tolerated when 
performed by trained profession-
als under sterile conditions and 

appropriate pain management. 
Complications are generally 
infrequent and minor and new-
borns have especially low compli-

cation rates.
“Although health benefits 

are not great enough to recom-
mend routine circumcision for 

all male newborns, the benefits 
of circumcision are sufficient to 
justify access to this procedure 
for families choosing it and to 
warrant third-party payment for 
circumcision of male newborns,” 
the policy states. “It is important 
that clinicians routinely inform 
parents of the health benefits and 
risks of male newborn circumci-
sion in an unbiased and accurate 
manner.”

The AAP declined to com-
ment.

Losquadro emphasized that 
the group’s members come from a 
variety of religious backgrounds 
and ethnicities and respect that 
some parents choose circumci-
sion for religious reasons.

“We have no desire to in-
terfere with anyone’s practice of 
their religious beliefs,” he said.

“As an infant boy, you get no 
say in the matter,” he continued. 
“Parents and doctors are follow-
ing the advice of the academy. 
Babies have no say. We have to be 
their voice.”

Protesters march along Union Turnpike. Photo courtesy Anthony Losquadro

Queens doctor targeted over circumcisions

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary 
Home Hospice

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique 
and comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not 
only the physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress 
and anxiety at a time when people are most vulnerable, when attempting 
to move between home and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most 
other programs and services, Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients 
are within “the Calvary Family of Care,” they are cared for and guided 
to wherever and whenever they need to be – in their own home, in a 
select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold their hands at each step 
along the journey. This is the special care that every Calvary patient – 
and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of Care, and 
is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.
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CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ROOFING SIDING

MASONRY

TL

Sale Prices Valid November 1st through November 30th

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE in Home
Estimates

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

BOW WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE

ON SALE
$189900

REG.
$289900

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

REG. ON SALE
$15400$34900

REG. ON SALE
$17400

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Community members 

and elected officials gath-
ered for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at Astoria’s new-
est affordable senior resi-
dence Friday.

The $24 million 
HANAC-PAC Senior Resi-
dence complex, at 31-34 33rd 
St., provides 66 units of 
housing. A total of 90 low-
income senior citizens will 
pay 30 percent of their net 
income for the studios and 
one-bedroom apartments. 
The need is so great that 
2,800 people applied.

“It’s a testament to 
the overwhelming need 
in the community and it 
will become more of a con-
cern around the nation as 
record numbers of Ameri-
cans retire,” said John 
Kaiteris, executive director 
of the Hellenic-American 
Neighborhood Action Com-
mittee, an Astoria-based 
nonprofit social services 

organization.
HANAC partnered 

with The Presbyterian 
Church of Astoria on the 
project.

William Bauer, a 
64-year-old former U.S. Air 
Force mechanic and resi-
dent of the building, said, 
“It’s like winning the lot-
tery. Now I can go to a mov-
ie and even go out to dinner. 
It makes all the difference 
in the world.”

Bauer added that liv-
ing in Astoria was way 
beyond his means with 
the median price of a one-
bedroom apartment rent-
ing for $1,975, according to 
Zumper, an online search 
company.

“Astoria is such a great 
place to live, it’s a dream 
come true,” Bauer said.

The bulk of the financ-
ing for the project came 
from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, but HANAC 
had to get creative along 

the way.
“It was a real chal-

lenge to fill the gaps,” said 
Kaiteris. “We needed nine 
different funding sources. 

The sequester didn’t help.”
He said the office of 

Borough President Helen 
Marshall closed the final 
gap with $1.5 million.

“To award funding, 
we have to make sure it’s a 
good project. This one was 
excellent,” Marshall said.

The complex replaces 

the Presbyterian Church of 
Astoria.

“As the congregation 
began to shrink, they could 
no longer afford repairs,” 
explained Kaiteris. “The 
disrepair was so bad there 
were pigeons roosting in 
the sanctuary.”

The decision was made 
to tear down the church 
and replace it with some-
thing that benefitted the 
community. Remnants 
from the church serve as 
decorations throughout the 
complex.

“When they demol-
ished the church, they dis-
covered a time capsule that 
was buried in the ’20s,” 
historian Kathleen Hulser 
said. “The contents are on 
display as are documents 
from the original church 
that was built in 1846.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Ribbon cutting in Astoria for new HANAC-PAC Senior residency. Building replaces historic church. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria residence to house 90 low-income seniors
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BY BILL PARRY

Woodside’s Bayanihan 
Filipino Community Cen-
ter continues to be at the 
heart of the neighborhood 
Typhoon Haiyan relief ef-
forts.

The center, at 40-21 69th 
St., administers to many of 
the 13,000 Filipinos in the 
neighborhood, including a 
stretch of Roosevelt Avenue 
known as Little Manila.

The National Alliance 
of Filipino Concerns runs 
the center and has raised 
more than $200,000 for re-
lief efforts, according to 
Anne Beryl Naguit, the 
national coordinator. From 
sales of T-shirts to fund-
raising concerts, NAFCON 
is making sure every dol-
lar gets into the crisis zone 
through their networks on 
the ground.

“The Philippine gov-
ernment never touches that 
money,” said Naguit.

NAFCON has also 
sent a team of health care 
workers to the Philippines 
for two weeks helping with 
medical relief.

State Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) is work-
ing closely with the group, 
having attended a commu-
nity forum in the typhoon’s 
aftermath.

“Recovery from Ty-
phoon Haiyan is a long-
term commitment,” he 
said. “Along with commu-
nity groups and the Red 
Cross, I have taken steps 
to mobilize the community 
and help find ways they can 
help, including offering my 
office as a drop-off site for 
donations.”

NAFCON has two up-
coming events in Manhat-
tan worth noting. On Sat-
urday night at Amity Hall, 
at 80 W. 3rd St., it’s fight 
night with $20 admission 
to watch a boxing match 
with Filipino star Manny 
Pacquiao against Brandon 
Rios. On Tuesday night, 
NAFCON is throwing a 
Song and Solidarity Fund-
raiser, a music festival, at 
the NYU Global Center’s 
Grand Hall, at 238 Thomp-
son St. The music begins at 
7 p.m. with all money raised 
going to relief.

Also in Woodside, St. 
Sebastian’s Church raised 
$8,000 during masses last 
weekend, according to its 
pastor, Monsignor Michael 
J. Hardiman.

In addition, the St. Se-
bastian’s School had a clev-
er fund-raiser this week. 
They called it a Dress Down 
Day. Each student paid a 
dollar to dress casually for 
the day.

“We have 460 students 
and we raised $2,500, so you 
know the kids were chip-
ping in extra money,” the 
monsignor adding. “The 
school matched it for a total 
of $5,000.”

He explained that 
many in his parish are still 
unable to get in touch with 
loved ones because com-
munications with the Phil-
ippines, an archipelago of 
7,000 islands, continues to 
be a problem.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

U.S. and Philippine military personnel unload relief goods for Typhoon Haiyan survivors from an 
Indonesia air force cargo plane at the airport in Tacloban, Philippines. AP Photo/Dita Alangkara

Woodside Filipinos raise 
thousands in typhoon aid

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Get Your Merry On 
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO 
THE SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK!

Santa’s in for a big surprise this year when he arrives at 
The Shops at Atlas Park to Ring in the Holiday season...

He will have a new home on the Center Green!

Santa arrives for 
photos on Friday, 
November 22, 2013 
11am–8pm*
*For more details on schedule visit website,
www.shopatlaspark.com

The Shops at Atlas Park
Center Green

PLENTY OF INDOOR/OUTDOOR PARKING
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
U.S. Sen. Chuck 

Schumer (D-N.Y.) revealed 
a new Amtrak plan Mon-
day aimed at lessening dis-
ruptions in its East River 
tunnels for travel between 
Long Island and Penn Sta-
tion.

The tunnels, used by 
Long Island Rail Road com-
muters traveling to and 
from Penn Station, were 
responsible for at least five 
 derailments and major de-
lays in recent months.   

The LIRR is operated 
by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, which 
would like to have control 
over the maintenance of 
Amtrak’s East River tun-
nels.

“These tunnels are the 
weakest link in the com-
mute of hundreds of thou-
sands of Long Islanders, 
and by bringing them up to 

a state of good repair, we’ll 
reduce the frequency of the 
maddening delays, reroutes 
and cancellations that 
currently happen far too 
often,” Schumer said. “By 
committing to repairing 
and upgrading the tunnels, 
Amtrak is committing to 
improve the day-to-day life 
of almost anyone who rides 
the LIRR.”

Thousands of Queens 
commuters ride on the 
LIRR every day between 
the borough and Penn Sta-
tion.

The poor state of the 
tunnels prompted Schum-
er to meet with Amtrak 
Chairman Anthony Coscia 
in September to discuss a 
plan to properly address 
the problems.

“In response to the 
ongoing challenges and 
service disruptions over 
the past year, Amtrak has 
developed short- and long-

range plans to address in-
frastructure issues in the 
Penn Station New York 
complex, including the East 
River tunnels,” an Amtrak 
spokesman  in a statement.

The new initiative will 
include increased inspec-
tions, the replacement of 
old joint rails and a new 
maintenance philosophy, 
in which Amtrak will pre-
emptively replace parts be-
fore they fail. Amtrak will 
use some of the $86 million 
it received in federal re-
lief funds for Superstorm 
Sandy, which flooded and 
damaged the tunnels, to 
pay for the upgrades, said 
Schumer.

Amtrak’s goal is to 
bring the East River Tun-
nels into a state of good 
repair within three to five 
years.

Schumer also called for 
state Sen. Chuck Fuschillo 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Both parts of the Kew 
Gardens interchange con-
struction project are almost 
halfway done, according 
to officials from the state 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

The project is designed 

to mitigate traffic and 
improve safety on the in-
terchange, where the Van 
Wyck Expressway, Grand 
Central Parkway, Jackie 
Robinson Expressway and 
Union Turnpike meet. An 
estimated 500,000 motor-
ists travel through the in-
terchange daily.

The first portion, 
which encompasses the 
Van Wyck Expressway 
between 82nd Avenue and 
Grand Central Parkway 
and Queens Boulevard, is 
about 46 percent complete, 
Craig Ruyle, a construction 
supervisor at the DOT, said 

The Kew Gardens Interchange construction project is nearly 50 percent complete, according to DOT 
officials. Courtesy Department of Transportation

Kew Gardens construction 
nears halfway point: DOT

Amtrak agrees to repair
East River tunnels faster

Sponsored by The Queens Gazette, Saint Francis of Assisi Elementary School, Farenga & Son Funeral Home, 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home, and Central Astoria LDC.

For further information contact Ed Horn. 

St.Michael’s renews last year’s 
efforts to make the upcoming Holiday 

Season joyful for needy children.

On Saturday, December 14th at 2P.M.
within All Souls Chapel, the United States 

Marines  will collect presents 
to be distributed to children 

across the metro area.
YOUR AID IS NEEDED!

At this time of economic pain 
it is up to us to make the 

Holidays a time of Joy for children.
Christmas songs by Hank Johnson

of Jazz Bone Records.
Contributors include Michael Serao,

VP. of Quontic Bank, Costa
Constantinides Democratic

District Leader and
Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr.

St. Michael’s Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 46
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A Long Island City 

climbing gym has given 
new meaning to an open-
and-shut case.

Just 20 days after its 
long-awaited opening, The 
Cliffs at LIC was shuttered 
by the city Department of 
Buildings Oct. 25 for not 
having a valid certificate 
of occupancy. It is the lat-
est setback for owner Mike 
Wolfert, who claims it is 
just a matter of paperwork.

“The DOB got an 
anonymous and fictitious 
tip that we didn’t have our 
zoning permit,” Wolfert 
said. “That led to an inspec-
tion that found out that we 
didn’t have the necessary 
certificate.”

The 30,000-square-foot 
gym, one of the largest in 
the nation, was closed down 
and may not open until De-
cember.

DOB Press Secretary 
Kelly Magee said, “This 

location opened without a 
certificate of occupancy. It 
is illegal to occupy a build-
ing without it. The vacate 
order remains in effect.”

It is the latest in a se-

ries of problems confront-
ing Wolfert.

The grand opening, 
which drew two thousand 
people Oct. 5, was delayed 
five months because of a 

stop-work order from the 
DOB. Wolfert was then ar-
rested in May for allegedly 
bribing a building inspec-
tor to lift the order, the city 
Department of Investiga-

tion said.  An undercover 
investigator from the DOI 
posed as a building inspec-
tor .If convicted, he faces 
seven years in jail, the DOI 
said.

He continues to pro-
claim his innocence, say-
ing, “I still look forward 
to telling my side of the 
story.”

The Cliffs is the second 
rock climbing gym owned 
by Wolfert after The Cliffs 
of Valhalla in Westchester 
County.

“We’ve never had a 
problem in Westchester. 
We’ve been open eight 
years without a single issue 
or complaint,” he said.

Wolfert has submitted 
revised construction plans 
and will have an inspection 
by a third party structural 
engineer to satisfy the 
DOB.

Meanwhile, all club 
memberships are on hold 
until the reopening.

“Nobody is getting 

billed and when we reopen 
we’re going to throw in 
all kinds of free services,” 
Wolfert said. “The climbing 
community has been very 
supportive and they can’t 
wait for us to open again.”

The Cliffs at LIC, at 
11-11 44th Drive, features 
60-foot climbing walls 
that can accommodate 500 
climbers at a time. Besides 
rock climbing, which has 
grown in popularity during 
the last decade as a fitness 
workout, there are cardio 
machines and free weights.

As for Wolfert’s em-
ployees, he said, “All seven 
of my full-timers remain 
on the payroll, another 40 
part-timers are waiting on 
the reopening. That all de-
pends on the speed of the 
Department of Buildings.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The Cliffs of LIC is shuttered by City just twenty days after a grand opening that drew 2,000 rock 
climbing enthusiasts. Photo Courtesy Mike Wolfert

Buildings Dept. shuts new Cliff gym in LIC
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BY BILL PARRY

Two photographers in 
western Queens have re-
leased photo books about 
their neighborhoods, and 
both are self-published 
but at different ends of the 
spectrum. Using an online 
platform called Blurb, they 
have produced interesting 
looks at Long Island City 
and neighboring Sunny-
side.

Michael Huhn has re-
ceived favorable reviews 
for “Long Island City New 
York,” a hardcover, coffee 
table-top book that studies 
the dichotomy between old 
and new, from the gritty 
warehouse districts to the 
gleaming steel towers.

“Every artist wants 
to do something for the 
city, like write a song,” 
Huhn said. “For me it’s this 
book.”

After nine years of ce-

lebrity photography in Los 
Angeles, Huhn returned to 
his roots in Queens, having 
grown up in Ridgewood.

“My father owned 
Pete’s Bar on 114th and Ja-
maica Avenue. It’s that old 
New York I was looking to 
get back to,” said Huhn. “I 
found it when I got lost driv-
ing and ended up in Long 
Island City.”

He opened a studio just 
south of the Queensboro 
Bridge and his work can be 
seen at the Z Hotel at 11-01 
43rd Ave., where he is nego-
tiating to do a full show of 
his work.

Huhn believes his 
book can change some of 
the misconceptions about 
his neighborhood.

“It’s only when I turned 
away from the Manhattan 
skyline that I realized that 
LIC was the better story,” 
said Huhn. “I just think it’s 
reminiscent of that old New 

York. There’s no accident 
that there are movies being 
filmed in our streets all the 
time.”

Copies of “Long Island 
City New York” sell for $130 

at blurb.com.
George Romanation’s 

“The Fine Art of the Hang” 
is a different book. A soft 
cover, 22-page look at the 
nightlife along Skillman 

Avenue in Sunnyside Gar-
dens, it sells for $20.

At a book release party 
at Flynn’s Garden Inn, at 
46-08 Skillman Ave., Roma-
nation signed each copy.

“I’ve lived at the 
Phipps Houses for 15 years 
and wanted to do a book,” 
he said. “Call it a visual ap-
preciation of the art of the 
hang in my neighborhood, 
hence the title.”

It is the second time 
Romanation has self-pub-
lished a book using Blurb. 
The first was a photo jour-
nal about Paris.

Romanation is a cor-
porate travel agent who 
learned photography at the 
Parsons School.

“Self-publishing is a 
challenge; it’s also a labor 
of love,” he said.

Blurb was founded 
in 2004 and has delivered 
more than 6 million books 
that were created by half a 
million customers.

To purchase the books, 
go to the website Blurb.com 
and enter the author’s name 
in keyward.

Happy Thanksgiving!
From the Staff at Austin’s!

Turkey Dinner for 12 (18–20 lbs)
Only $230  *Plus Tax*

Turkey Dinner for 6 (10–12 lbs)
Only $135  *Plus Tax*

Includes ALL the Trimmings:
Stuffing, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce,
Mashed Potato or Sweet Potato,
Creamed Spinach, Rolls, Salad, 
and Apple or Pumpkin Pie

Please Place Your Orders by 
Friday, November 22nd

Call Colleen at: 718–849–3939

Let us do all the Cooking!

Two new self-published books celebrate side-by-side neighborhoods in western Queens, 
Photo courtesy Michael Huhn

Self-published books showcase western Queens scenes
Online platform allows artists to shine spotlight on Long Island City dichotomy and Sunnyside nightlife

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping
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POLITICIANS 
take their act 

ON THE ROAD

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica) wants to make sure the opening 
number of his stage debut, a rousing re-
worked version of a song from “Chicago,” 
does not turn into a solo act. 

“So, everybody is going to sing with 
you?” Wills asked during a rehearsal. 
“It’s not like a gag where everybody else 
stops singing and you’re the only one 
singing?”

Once reassured that his would not be 
the only voice heard, Wills joined director 
Kevin R. Free and musical director Mark 
Wagner and belted out the tune’s refrain 
from the stage of Queens College’s Colden 
Auditorium Friday evening. What Wills 
lacked in vocal prowess he more than 
made up for in volume. 

“The way you sang that was coura-
geous,” Free said. “Don’t be afraid to be 
yourself. In the moment people are going 
to say, ‘look at that passion.’”

Wills and the other two dozen or so 
Queens politicians on the bill may not 
have a passion for performing, but each 
is prepared to sing, dance and poke a 
little fun at themselves all to benefit two 
of Queens College’s community outreach 
programs in Saturday’s production of 
“Legislative Acts 2013.”

Once a mainstay at Queens Theatre 
in the Park, the event proved to be a hit 
with audience members and politicians 
as it brought together Democrats, Repub-
licans and Independents to build a sense 
of community, said Jeffrey Rosenstock, 
assistant vice president for external and 
governmental affairs at the school. 

When Rosenstock left Queens The-
atre in the Park for the college earlier 
this year, he opted to bring along the 
show, but with this new moniker.

“People loved it,” Rosenstock said. 
“It brought legislators who had not 
worked with each other together to build 
relationships among themselves.”

Rosenstock believes the timing was 
right for this revival as a number of 
strong leaders have been term-limited out 
of office and a crop of new people would 
soon take over. 

He points to a scene where current 
Borough President Helen Marshall per-
forms alongside former President Claire 
Shulman and President-elect Melinda 
Katz. 

“It gives people a warm feeling and 
lets the politicians take off their legisla-
tor hats,” Rosenstock said. “And it’s all 
about Queens.”

For the first political show since 2008, 
Rosenstock reached out to Free, who once 
ran Queens Theatre in the Park’s educa-
tional program. 

“I’m really good at herding cats,” 
Free said. “And for this, we had to get all 
these important people into one room. 
But this has been a lot more collabora-
tive than many of the legitimate theater 
pieces I’ve done.”

Free describes the show as “Saturday 
Night Live” meets a musical revue meets 
a business conference staged piece. 

In ‘Legislative Acts 2013’ Queens 

slate of government offi cials 

break out their performing chops

Continued on Page 34

“Legislative Acts 2013” director Kevin R. Free watches a rehearsal from the seating area of the 
Colden Auditorium (top) at Queens College last week. Above, Borough President-elect Melinda 
Katz rehearses a song with Musical Director Mark Wagner. Photos by Ken Maldonado
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Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

“Raus! Get Outta Here!” — The 
U.S. premiere of the hit comedy 
from Greece about six diverse 
characters attempting to scam 
the European Union out of money 
for a fake cultural organization. 
Performed in Greek with English 
subtitles. 
When: Through Nov. 30, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3:30 pm
Where: Stathakeion Cultural 
Center, 22-51 29th St., Astoria
Cost: $20/adults, $15/students
Contact: (718) 581-6285
Website: www.egtny.com

“The Cottage” — The world 
premiere of Sandy Rustin’s 
farce inspired by the works 
of Nöel Coward. The tale, set 
in the English countryside of 
1923, deals with sex, betrayal 
and love. 
When: Through Nov. 23, 
Thursday and Friday at 8 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 30-44 

Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Daughters” — John Morgan 
Evans’ dramatic comedy 
focuses on four generations of 
a Brooklyn family. 
When: Through Nov. 30, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm; and 
Sunday, Nov. 24 at 2 pm
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church Parish, Church Street, 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“A Christmas Carol” — The 
Parkside Players present the 
defi nite Christmas play based 
on Charles Dickens’ classic 
story. 
When: Through Nov. 30, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, 
103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors, $10/
children under 12

Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.
com

“Inspecting Carol” — This 
holiday farce involves a 
struggling theater group’s 
annual performance of “A 
Christmas Carol,” but their 
funding is on hold pending an 
inspection. 
When: Friday, Dec. 6 through 
Sunday, Dec. 15, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 
3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: 
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Nowell: The Christmas Story 
in Song” — The Gingerbread 
Players present William Ryden’s 
show based on the medieval 
mystery play “The Pageant of 
the Shearman and Taylors.”
When: Saturday, Dec. 7 at 3 pm 
and Sunday, Dec. 8 at 3 pm
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested donation, 
$10/students, seniors and groups
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford
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BY ALEX PALMER

Michael Rubin, the Whites-
tone native who is the lead guitar-
ist and vocalist for rock band The 
Inoculated Canaries, talks about 
his band’s music with the knowl-
edge and passion of someone who’s 
been playing for years. It’s easy to 
forget he’s just 14 years old. 

“Everyone in the band is still 
in high school,” he says, referring 
to the other three members, none 
of whom are old enough to vote. 

But don’t mistake their youth 
for lack of experience. All four 
have been playing — and collabo-
rating with each other — for years. 
Though they all go to different 
schools, the four met at the ex-
tracurricular program School of 
Rock New York, which works with 
aspiring musicians to master their 
performance and the business of 
music making. They formed the 
Inoculated Canaries in 2010.

“One day while we were try-
ing to come up with a name, I was 
in biology class not really paying 
attention when my teacher said 
something about ‘inoculating ca-
naries,’” says Rubin. “You don’t 
forget that when you hear it, so 

we decided to go with that.”
With a new EP and a grow-

ing profile in the city, the band 
is aiming to make their music 
much more than an after-school 
activity. The EP, titled “The Blue 
Laws,” was released Nov. 16 and 
includes three original songs 
from the band. Rubin describes 
the writing of the songs as a col-
laborative — and occasionally 

contentious — process.
This is due in part to each 

member bringing his different 
musical tastes to the effort. 

According to Rubin, while 
he loves Pink Floyd, rhythm gui-
tarist and vocalist Fred Leighton 
is “a metal head” who likes Met-
alica, bass player Brian Kerwick 
prefers Aerosmith, and drummer 
Lucas Tuo “is always trying to 

find music he hasn’t heard be-
fore.”

This can make for some live-
ly debates about songs. 

“For this EP, me and Fred 
spearheaded the writing, but you 
come up with lyrics you like and 
bring it to the other guys and they 
will say ‘this is nuts,’” says Ru-
bin. “Then you have to figure out 
how you’re going to make it work 

for everyone.”
But he maintains that this 

is exactly what makes the band 
work, helping to create the its 
sound, which incorporates this 
variety of influences. And it’s 
helping to get them noticed.

On Nov. 16 they were featured 
on “The Vinny Vella Show,” the 
public-access program hosted 
by “The Sopranos” actor, which 
broadcasts throughout New York 
City. They have recently performed 
at the BMW car show Bimmer-
stock as well as the local Malba car 
show. The next step is to get their 
songs on the radio and iTunes.

One of the band’s biggest 
challenges now is to balance this 
burgeoning music career with the 
fact that their priority remains 
attending class and getting good 
grades. Rubin recalls how at the 
end of the three-day weekend dur-
ing which they recorded the EP, 
they came home from the studio 
at 1 a.m., “we remembered, oh, we 
have to get up at 6 a.m. for school 
tomorrow.”

For more information about 
the band, check out its website at 
www.theinoculatedcanaries.com.

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$3 OFF
Your Check Of 
$15 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

$5 OFF
Your Check Of 
$30 Or More
Cannot Be Combined 

With Other Offers.

FREE ORDER 
FRIED OREOS
Your Check Of 
$50 Or More

($4.95 Value) Cannot Be 
Combined With Other Offers.

$10 OFF
Your Check Of 
$60 Or More

Cannot Be Combined 
With Other Offers.

39-35 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY

(718) 224-7455
www.DalessandrosCornerGrill.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11-11
Fri. 11-Midnight
Sat. 12-Midnight

Sun. 12-10

NOW SERVING BEER & WINE

Free Delivery

 

with Purchase of 
any Complete Meal 

Monday-Friday 
11am-3pm

Lunch Special

Whitestone guitarist rocks out with his bandmates

The Inoculated Canaries (l. to r.) Mike Rubin, Fred Leighton, Lucas Tuo and Brian Kerwick pose for a group shot after a per-
formance. Photo courtesy Ferrari Iris View Photo & Video
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Down
1. Did the same
2. James the actor
3. "___ Between Two Lovers" 
(#1 hit of 1977)
4. Halt production
5. Airport areas
6. Longtime Supreme Court 
name
7. Ballplayers in pinstripes
8. Agitated condition
9. Coordinate closely
10. Girl in a tree
11. Bars from the refrigerator
12. Birdbath floaters
13. "Delicious!"
21. Stocking mishap
22. Provide funding for
25. 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
26. Singing voice
27. Steal goods
28. Old "What's My Line?" 
panelist
29. Vocalist Yoko
31. Benchmarks: Abbr.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
November 22-28, 2013

By Ed Canty

A Bit of Rubble
Across

1. "Hamlet" has five
5. Deep cavity
10. Fit ___ (be perfect on)
14. Piglet's pal
15. 747, e.g.
16. Spanish pot
17. A shade of beige
18. Rajah's wives
19. Actresses Ryan and Tilly
20. Advice for rowing crews
23. Above-the-rim action
24. Compulsively curious
25. Avian claws
28. "Buffalo" Bill
30. Ruin big-time
31. Pad type
33. Fleecing target
36. Not far, with "a"
40. "Crack" or "jack" follower
41. "They got ______ him"
42. Yield, as land
43. Components of some PCs
44. Like some vows or cows
46. "Are not!" comeback
49. Indifferent
51. Woods and Nicklaus, e.g.
57. Brylcream portion?
58. "Happy Days" role
59. "Animal House" attire
60. Brook
61. Absinthe flavor
62. Be on the payroll
63. Grimm offering
64. Activity that can wreck a 
hard disk
65. Barrel bottom bit

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A FORD IN YOUR FUTURE
H U S H S C R U B T O E D
O R C A W H O S E A X L E
A D O S O A T E N M E D I
R U T H E R F O R D H A Y E S

O R D E R A L E R T
C A L V E S C O V E
A L O E S T O N E E C O
S T A R T F O R D O N A V O N
T O N R E N E S T E L E

R E E S S P O R T S
A B B I E S A L E M
F O R D T H U N D E R B I R D
A D E E E V A D E O L E O
S E A R M E R I T M I N T
T S K S S A E N S B A T E

32. Even if, briefly
33. Water server
34. Jane Roe's defendant in a 
famour 70's court case
35. "Brown ___ Girl"
37. "Captain Blood" star Flynn
38. Boxer order?
39. Signed for a COD
43. Jury-rig, with "together"
44. Perfumed powder holder
45. " ___ Wednesday"
46. One way to fall
47. Newspapers, TV, etc.
48. Activity for young 
swingers?
49. Misrepresent
50. Judgment problem
52. Baseball stats
53. Check point?
54. Loud laugh
55. Fairy-tale menace
56. Squealed

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

(718) 767-4699
e, NY 11357

Please visit us at www.ducalewhitestone.com

Open Thanksgiving Day Noon-10p.m.

Reserve by
November 26th, 2013 $225 

     plus tax

  Roasted Stuffed Turkey
with Stuffi ng (Approx. 20 lb)

  Roasted Red Potatoes
  Delicious Gravy &
Cranberry Sauce

  Sautéed Mixed Vegetables 
  Risotto 
  Garlic Bread
  Sweet Potatoes
  Mixed Salad

Thanksgiving Dinner to Go
We Cook, All You Do Is Serve

Approx.
 20 lbs

Serves 10-12 people

HOLIDAY

Christmas Sale — Great 
bargains to be had at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Outreach Christmas 
sale.
When: Sunday, Nov. 24, from 9 
am to 2 pm
Where: 92-96 220th St., Queens 
Village
Contact: (718) 479-0924

Chanukah Festival — Celebrate 
the Festival of Lights with a live 
juggling show by Michael Karas, 
infl atables, games, crafts, 
children’s book fair and more. 
Every child receives a holiday 
surprise. 
When: Sunday, Nov. 24, 1 pm to 
3:30 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & 
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest 
Hills
Cost: $5/per child over 2, $15/
family maximum, Adults free
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website: www.cqy.org

“Hanukkah Oh Hanukkah!” 
— Award-winning storyteller 
Robin Bady and alt-rock 
violinist Deni Bonet share 
stories and songs of miracles, 
menorahs and dreidels.
When: Sunday, Dec. 1, at 1 pm 
and 3 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $10/general, $5/members 
and children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Wreath Making Workshops 
— Attend one of six workshops 
at the Queens County Farm 
and take home an evergreen 
wreath. All materials are 
provided, but bring a garden 
shear. Registration is required.
When: Saturday, Dec. 7 and 
Sunday, Dec. 8, at 10 am, Noon 
and 2 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park

Cost: $20/per person, per wreath
Contact: (718) 347-3276, ext. 301

Winter Solstice Celebration 
and Tree Lighting — Get 
into the holiday spirit with 
an afternoon of family fun 
including a winter garden tour, 
crafts, music and photos with 
Santa.
When: Sunday, Dec. 8, from 
12:30 pm to 5 pm, Tree Lighting 
at 4:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free (additional fees for 
crafts and Santa photos)
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Flushing Historic House 
Tour — Seven historic sites 
in Flushing open their doors 
to celebrate the season with 
activities, refreshments and 
histories of the places. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 8, from 1 
pm to 5 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 
Voelker Orth Museum, Lewis 
Latimer House, The Friends 
Meeting House, Flushing Town 
Hall, The Bowne House and the 
Louis Armstong House
Cost: $12/adults, $10/advance, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 939-0647, ext. 17
Website: HolidayHouseTour2013.

eventbrite.com

Holiday Pops with Boston 
Pops Esplanade Orchestra 
— Conductor Keith Lockhart 
leads the Pops in a concert 
of traditional holiday music. 
Santa will even drop in during 
the show’s fi nale. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 8, at 7:30 pm
Where: Kupferberg Performing 
Arts Center at Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $50 to $120
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

The Shatterer — Peter 
Schumann, founder of the 
Bread and Puppet Theater, has 
been chosen for the Queens 
Museum fi rst solo exhibition. 
The show consists of two large-
scale immersive installations. 
When: Through March 30, 2014
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Website: queensmuseum.org

Calm/Storm/Rebirth — The 
Rockaway Artists Alliance’ show 
encompasses all media and 
explores artists’ views of Super 
Storm Sandy. 
When: Through Nov. 24, 
Saturday and Sunday, Noon to 
4 pm
Where: Rockaway Artists 
Alliance, 260 Beach 116th St., 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 474-0861
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org
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DECEMBER 8 I 7:30PM

HOLIDAY POPS 
WITH KEITH LOCKHART AND

THE BOSTON POPS
ESPLANADE ORCHESTRA

Box Office and Venues located at: 
65-30 Kissena Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11367-1597
Exit 24 off the LIE

NEW YORK 
COMMUNITY BANK

Queens County Savings Bank Division 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
TICKET OFFER

BUY 3 TICKETS GET ONE FREE!*

USE CODE: holiday

HOLIDAY POPS
WITH KEITH LOCKHART AND THE 
BOSTON POPS
ESPLANADE ORCHESTRA
Colden Auditorium
SUN, DEC 8 I 7:30PM

VALERIE SIMPSON
PERFORMING THE MUSIC OF
ASHFORD AND SIMPSON

LeFrak Concert Hall
SAT, DEC 14 I 8PM

BALLET HISPANICO
Goldstein Theatre
SAT, FEB 8 I 8PM
SUN, FEB 9 I 3PM

LOVE IS GOOD AN EVENING WITH 

CHRISTINE ANDREAS
AND MARTIN SILVESTRI ON PIANO

LeFrak Concert Hall
FRI, FEB 14 I 8PM

BARBARA COOK
Colden Auditorium
SAT, MAY 10 I 8PM

For more events and tickets:

KupferbergPresents.org
718.793.8080 or visit the Box Office

*Offer valid only when four (4) tickets are purchased to a single show. If you wish to order an additional 4 tickets please contact the box office or engage in a second transaction. Discount valid on select seats only, not valid on Premium P1 price level. May not be combined with any other offer. Not valid on previously purchased tickets.

BY RON HELLMAN

When it comes to per-
forming venues, Queens 
continues to be vastly un-
derserved.  

It’s not for lack of the-
ater companies, at least 30 
at last count, but most are 
relegated to houses of wor-
ship and cramped building 
spaces.  Lots of good work is 
done in these facilities, but 
it’s not the same as having 
a real theater to perform in.  
Perhaps our incoming bor-
ough president, with her 
arts background, will take 
up this challenge.

One of the rare excep-
tions is the Queensborough 

Performing Arts Center, 
now in its 48th year on 
the campus of Queensbor-
ough Community College 
in Bayside. With a theater 
capacity of 875, QPAC has 
produced more than 1,100 
performances and is com-
mitted to providing pro-
fessional and affordable 
entertainment for the local 
community.  And there’s 
free ample parking!

The slogan for the cur-
rent season is “Window 
to the world of entertain-
ment” – including dance, 
pop music, comedy and mu-
sical theater.  Running the 
show for nearly 10 years is 
Executive and Artistic Di-
rector Susan Agin.  “Pro-
ducing theater is not for the 
faint of heart, but it’s the 
right fit for me,” Agin said.  
She has bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Queens 
College, and is a member of 
Actors’ Equity Association 
who performed extensively 

before taking on her pres-
ent position — although 
once in a while she now 
gets a chance to sing out as 
a cantor.

Among some of QPAC’s 
unusual offerings are its 

Children’s Book Club and 
Performance Series, which 
seeks to fill in the literacy 
gap for elementary and 
middle-school students.  Ad-
aptations of fairy tales and 
classics are presented an-

nually.  Its next workshops 
for vocal and dance start 
in January for ages 8 to 
13. For the grownups there 
is an occasional Saturday 
Night Singalong — karaoke 
at the movies — for a cost of 
a mere five bucks.

QPAC also provides 
space for a number of 
groups that perform at 
other venues, such as the 
Oratorio Society of Queens, 
The Paper Bag Players, Pla-
za Theatrical Productions 
and Arts on Stage.  Agin is 
most proud of the diversity 
of events for our culturally 
diverse population.  To find 
out all that is available so 
close to home, access the 
website at www.visitqpac.
org, or call (718) 631-6311.

Rumor has it that the 
holiday season, or frantic 
shopping time, is upon us.  
To get you in the right mood, 
Judy and Kevin Vincent of 
Theatre Time Productions 
present their musical spec-

tacular of “Holiday Memo-
ries,” Dec. 6 to 14, at the Co-
lonial Church of Bayside.  
Opening night features a 
dessert buffet.  Reserve 
your tickets by calling (347) 
358-8102, or online at www.
theatretime.org.  

Theatre By The Bay 
at the Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center (718-428-6363) con-
tinues to expand its pro-
gramming.  On Saturday, 
Dec. 7, it has a cabaret night 
with music, comedy and 
dancing, along with light 
refreshments.  Starring are 
Jean Ann Kump, a 25-year 
veteran stage performer 
with lots of leading-lady 
credits, and Barry Feter-
man, a singer, comedian 
and impressionist.  A local 
favorite, the talented teen-
ager Isabel Robin, will also 
make a special appearance.

See you at the theater.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBHOFC@Gmail.com.

Susan Agin runs the show at Bayside theater
She has been directing all of the action at Queensborough Performing Arts Center for a decade

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Susan Agin serves as executive and artistic director at the 
Queensborough Performing Arts Center. Photo courtesy Susan Agin
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154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357

Pumpkin Bisque 
Penne Alla Vodka  
Roasted Turkey

With pomegranate-molasses glaze 

Choice of Stuffing
Traditional Stuffing

Apple-cornbread dressing

Italian Stuffing
Ground beef, prosciutto ham, parmeggiano,  

mozzarella & chestnuts

Glazed Baked Ham 
Sides

Mashed potatoes with butter 
Green beans sautéed with onions 

Creamed corn 
Sweet potatoes with marshmallows 

Cranberry jelly 
Corn bread 

Dessert, coffee, soda, glass of wine

Thanksgiving Menu
Please Call for Reservations

$40
per person

718.767.3100
Katz opens the show 

with a reworded version 
of “Oh, What a Beautiful 
Morning” from “Oklaho-
ma!” which replaces lines 
like “The corn is as high 
as an elephant’s eye,” with 
something a little more 
Queens’ appropriate. 

A lot of people may 
know Katz has a terrific 
singing voice, but there 
are a few performers, like 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), who 
may surprise the audience, 
Free said.

“Weprin can really 
perform,” Free said. “He 
is singing a song from ‘The 
Producers.’ Instead of “I 
Wanna Be a Producer,” he 
sings, “I Wanna Be a Coun-
cil Member.” 

Free and Dan An-
drews from Borough Hall 
cobbled together the script, 
then sent scenes out to the 
various performers for 
comments and notes. The 
goal, said Free, is to have 
the audience laughing with 
the politicians rather than 

at them. 
Whenever something 

in the script doesn’t sit 
well with a performer, it is 
pulled or passed on to an-
other cast member.

“They’re all putting 
their two cents in,” Free 
said. “And there’s no ego 
about any of it.”

Case in point, Council-
man-elect Rory Lancman 
holds no illusions that if 
his political career fizzles 
out, he could try a turn as a 
performer.

“I’ve set the bar for 
myself as low as I can,” 
Lancman said. 

Rather he signed on to 
help the college raise mon-
ey for two of its community 
outreach programs: Big 
Buddy, which pairs col-
lege students with at-risk 
and homeless youth, and 
Women and Work, which 
provides victims of domes-
tic violence, single moth-
ers and downsized workers 
with the skills needed to 
secure employment. 

He also figured he’d 
have a good time doing it. 

“I think it’s fun for peo-
ple not to take themselves 
so seriously,” Lancman 
said. “It also helps build ca-
maraderie between us. We 
need to work together.”

Unity is important, 
but so is having a little fun 
with the other cast mem-
bers, Wills said.

“When (Councilman 
Leroy) Comrie comes, he 
needs to get the treatment,” 
Wills said to Free. “Give 
him something hard to do 
that’s not in the play. Then 
tape it and send it to me.”

Reach news editor Kev-
in Zimmerman at 718-260-
4541 or by e-mail at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com.

IF YOU GO
“Legislative Acts 2013”

When: Saturday, Nov. 23, 
at 7 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert 
Hall, Kupferberg 
Performing Arts Center at 
Queens College
Cost: $100
Contact: For tickets, call 
Nayelli DiSpaltro at (718) 
997-3589

LEGISLATIVE
Continued from Page 29

FEATURING  
ART & SPORTS MEMORABILIA  
IN ALL MEDIA & PRICE RANGE

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Professionally Conducted by

MARLIN 
Fine Auctions and 
Creative Events

ART
AUCTION

SATURDAY  EVEN ING ,  NOV .  23 ,  2013 
PREVIEW @ 7:30 PM  AUCTION @ 8:30 PM

HOSTED BY

HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER
183-02 UNION TURNPIKE  FLUSHING, N.Y. 11366 

T:718.380.4145

$10 pp w/ advance payment   
$15 pp at the door

Door Prize  50/50 Raffle

Refreshments,  
Wine & Schmooze



TL

 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 22-28, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35

Add-Ons

Lunch Fare
*

 

 

 

Specialty Cocktails

 

 

 

Brew Menu

*

*

*

*

*

39-40 Bell Blvd, Bayside NY 11361 718.229.1100
*$5 additional parties of (10) or more must all do price fix

Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such

$2 ea. 

Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu

Price Fix  $24

$5 $5 $4 $3
$7 $5 $3

$3 $3 $3
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DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

1st COURSE
Cream of Pumpkin Soup
savory blend of roasted pumpkin, spices and a touch 
of cream

Butternut Squash Ravioli
in an autumn cream sauce

Field Green Salad 
gorgonzola cheese, grape tomatoes, toasted parmesan 
crisps and balsamic vinaigrette

Edison Place Crab Cakes 
with cabbage slaw and horseradish dill vinaigrette

2nd COURSE
Roasted Boneless Breast of Turkey
with cornbread sausage stuffi ng, creamy mashed potato, 
cranberry apple relish and string beans & carrots

Seafood Stuffed Salmon Filet
served in sherry lobster cream sauce with  rice pilaf, string 
beans & carrots 

Maple Glazed Ham
with bourbon, brown sugar and honey, served with pineapple 
chutney, cornbread sausage stuffi ng, creamy mashed potato 
and string beans & carrots

Turkey and Spinach Lasagna
classic style Italian lasagna with ground turkey, spinach, ricotta 
and fresh tomato sauce

Filet of Beef Wellington
with mushroom duxelle and bordelaise sauce, creamy mashed 
potato, string beans & carrots

3rd COURSE
Pumpkin Pecan Cheesecake

Apple Strudel

Coffee & Tea will accompany Desserts

November 28th, 2013
3-Course Fixed Price Menu

$35.95 per person*

* Price does not include tax and gratuity.  20% gratuity will be added to parties of 6 or more

Thanksgiving Eve Bash
Wednesday, November 27th 

Beer Specials all night
DJ Mouse spinning at 10PM

(Formerly Von Westernhagen’s)

Now booking Holiday Parties!
No event is too big or too small.
Call for package information.

718-821-8401

71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale, New York 11385 * 718.821.8401 * www.edisonplaceny.com

Black Friday Gift Card 
Special

Buy a $100 Gift Card
Get a free $25 Gift Card 
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, N

OV
. 2

2-
28

, 2
01

3  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

38

TL

There is a new one-stop 
shop fulfilling the needs for 
all of Fresh Meadows’ four-
legged friends.

The Unleashed by 
Petco shop, at 61-23 190th 
St. in the Fresh Mead-
ows Shopping Center, just 
wrapped up three event-
filled weekends to mark its 
grand opening filled with 
giveaways, discounts and 
more.

Store manager Rodney 
Zayas said the new store-
front brought a level of pet 
care that dog and cat lovers 
in Queens have not seen in 
a long time.

“We have been crazy 
busy,” he said. “It’s like we 
are a new brand and people 
just want to see what we’re 
all about.”

Unleashed offers a 
wide range of dog and cat 
products including food, 
travel gear, toys and more. 
Workers also offer pet train-
ing and host in-store events 
like vaccination clinics and 
adoption drives to make 
sure animals are paired 
with the right owners.

And in the few weeks 
since the store opened, 
Zayas said Unleashed had 
become a pet haven. Own-
ers are invited to bring 
their cats and dogs shop-

ping with them so they can 
pick their treats firsthand, 
Zayas said.

“On some weekends, 
you might see more dogs 
than humans walking 

these aisles,” he said.
But what makes the 

store unique, Zayas said, 
is its self-service washing 
stations.

Tucked away in the 

back of the shopping cen-
ter, Zayas smiled ear-to-
ear as he toured the self-
washing stations, which he 
said were the first to hit the 
city. Unlike the more tradi-

tional pet-washing stations 
at your typical pet supply 
store, Zayas said owners at 
his store would not need to 
hand their furry friends to 
strangers for cleaning. In-

Fresh Mdws. shop unleashes new pet options
stead, the hose is put into 
their hands for only $10, he 
said.

“Customers have been 
really excited about this,” 
Zayas said of the self-wash-
ing station. “They love it 
back here.”

Most regular Petco 
shops also feature live ani-
mals in the store, but Zayas 
said the borough’s first 
Unleashed storefront opted 
out of such offerings so it 
could instead focus on cus-
tomer service for pet lovers. 
Zayas, who owns a Yorkie-
Poodle mix named Snoopy, 
said he and his staff of 14 
workers sported the names 
of their pets on their name 
tags to show they are in-
vested in animal care.

“I want people here to 
interact and know that they 
can feel comfortable buy-
ing their products here,” he 
said. “This is a neighbor-
hood store.”

The Unleashed by 
Petco shop is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For 
more information, call 858-
453-7845.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 22-28, 2013      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
39

TL

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
Shoppers should be espe-

cially cautious during the next 
few months because robberies 
tend to go up during the holiday 
season, according to Christopher 
Manson, captain of the 104th Pre-
cinct.

During a media briefing last 
week, Manson said thieves know 
drivers keep presents in their 
cars and extra cash in their pock-
ets.

“Know your surroundings,” 
he said. “Make sure your pock-
etbook and wallet are secure. 
Do not walk out to your car with 
$1,000 worth of electronics, or 
whatever you bought, throw it 
into your trunk and walk away. 
Perps watch that, they see that.”

Another cold weather tip is 
to never leave cars running unat-
tended.

“People go inside while the 
car is warming up,” Detective 
Thomas Bell said. “They come 
back and the car is gone.”

Manson said during the holi-
days the precinct will have addi-
tional auxiliary officers who will 

distribute informational fliers to 
shoppers with safety tips for the 
holiday season.

“It’s all about people being 
complacent and enjoying their 
holidays,” he said.

The auxiliary officers will 
be stationed primarily around 
the major business districts. 
They will work during the week 
from about 4 p.m. to midnight and 
weekends from noon to midnight.

Manson said the auxiliary 
officers will be assigned in addi-
tion to regular patrol officers.

He said the precinct, which 
covers Ridgewood, Glendale, Mid-
dle Village and Maspeth, recently 
got nine new officers as well as 
one new sargeant.

Manson said the mobile unit 
will be assigned to areas of the 
precinct that are being hit with 
the most robberies or violent 
crimes.

“I can move them on a day-to-
day basis to wherever there is an 
uptick in crime,” he said.

The officers will work from 
7:30 p.m. to 4 a.m. or 5 a.m., Man-
son said, and will work over the 
weekends.

Most will travel in vans and 
cars and some will have scooters.

“They are an additional sup-
plement to manpower out on the 

street every night,” Manson said.
Manson, who is always cau-

tioning community members 
about popular scams, issued a 

warning about a new hoax involv-
ing Green Dot MoneyPak cards. 
The cards are pre-paid Visa cards 
and MasterCards that can be used 
to transfer money.

Scammers call up potential 
victims, tell them their utilities 
are about to be shut off for lack of 
payment and direct them to pur-
chase a Green Dot card. After the 
card has been loaded with money, 
the caller is directed to give the 
scammer the card information 
so the thief can steal the victim’s 
money.

Manson and Bell advise do-
ing research or calling 911 before 
handing over money because of a 
potential scam.

“You don’t need to have a 
master’s degree to look into these 
things,” Bell said. “Just call what-
ever organization they claim to 
be from.”

“We want everybody to know 
don’t give anybody a dime,” Man-
son said. “Be a grinch.”

Reach reporter Bianca Fortis 
by email at bfortis@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Capt. Christopher Manson of the 104th Precinct warns shoppers to be aware of 
their surroundings.

104th Precinct captain gives holiday safety tips
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val’s directors, a Don Cato 
photograph of Eugene Io-
nesco, two all-access passes 
to the festival, two T-shirts 
and names on the official 
program. “We’ll also an-
nounce the donor’s name 
from the podium on open-
ing night and then we’ll 
apologize for mispronounc-
ing it,” she said. 

Cato said her bout with 
cancer affected everyone 
involved with the festival. 
She is now back to health 
after losing 75 percent of 
her liver and her thyroid. 
She expects to be at full 
strength for opening night 
of the Queens World Film 
Festival at the Museum of 
the Moving Image March 4.

“March 4th is my fa-
vorite day of the calendar 
year,” Cato said, “because 
you march forth.”

landmarking was back in 
play,” Flageul said. “He 
told me at the City Council 
vote that if landmarking 
was back in play, he’d hire 
a crew and paint it over-
night.”

At a rally Saturday, 
hundreds of admirers filled 
out city Landmark Preser-
vation Commission forms. 
Cohen, known as Meres 
One, claimed he would have 
20,000 forms filled out in 
time for a second attempt at 
landmark status after the 
initial application failed in 
August.

“The whitewashing en-
dangers landmark status,” 
said Jeannine Chanes, the 
artist’s attorney.

“They were never 
going to get landmark-
ing. They’re misguided,” 
Wolkoff said. “The build-
ing is a dump with zero 
architectural significance. 
Plus, if they did get it, they 
couldn’t paint there any-

more. It makes no sense.”
The anger at the vigil 

was palpable.
“This was a sacred 

church that he destroyed 
today,” Cohen said. “He’s 
no different than a 16-year-
old vandal. I’m tired of the 
corruption and our broken 
system — 20,000 people fill-
ing out landmark forms 
should not be ignored.”

That the act was car-
ried out with police protec-
tion added to the artist’s 
frustration.

“The cops were going 
to arrest me and I asked 
why they weren’t arresting 
the people who were defac-
ing our work, the work of 
1,500 artists from around 
the worl,”said Cohen.

In response, NYPD De-
tective James Duffy said, 
“There was no extra police 
detail at this location.”

Wolkoff admitted the 
work was done overnight 
and police were notified 
in an attempt to avoid con-
frontation.

Aware that death 
threats were directed at 

Wolkoff on the Internet, 
Cohen said, “That’s going 
to happen when you act like 
a thug. Death threats are 
stupid. In fact, I want Jerry 
to live to be a hundred. By 
that time street art will be 
mainstream and he will  
know his legacy as the Ma-
doff of the art world.”

“This is gratuitous art 
homicide,” said Chanes. 
“It’s so mean-spirited 
to show that they’re in 
charge.”

The attorney said a let-
ter was sent to Block, the 
federal judge, Tuesday af-
ternoon informing him of 
Wolkoff’s actions.

“He’s not going to like 
the court being affronted 
like this,” she said.

Chanes added that 
the original lawsuit that 
sought protection of the art 
under the 1990 Visual Art-
ists Rights Act would con-
tinue.

“Now we can’t save the 
art, but we’ll seek damag-
es,” she said. “VARA dam-
ages increase five-fold for 
5Pointz.”

cal ventilator and is now 
breathing and talking on 
his own. He had suffered 
multiple fractures of his 
face and a brain hemor-
rhage.

Holder, according to 
the Post, said he was drunk 
and blacked out. He said he 
does not remember the con-
frontation, which began 
outside a nearby nightclub.

Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Suzanne Me-
lendez ordered Holder held 

without bail. He is expect-
ed to return to court Dec. 
2. If he is convicted of the 
charges, Holder faces up to 
25 years in prison.

According to the Ser-
geants Benevolent Associa-
tion, the NYPD’s Internal 
Affairs Bureau initially 
launched an investigation 
into Deen’s actions and his 
role in the fight.

Ed Mullins, the presi-
dent of the SBA, has called 
for the resignation of Chief 
Charles Campisi and an in-
vestigation into the IAB.

According to Mullins, 
IAB investigators arrived 

at the hospital room of 
Deen and demanded infor-
mation about his actions 
that night.

Mullins said the IAB 
has “once again crossed 
the line” and that no allega-
tion of misconduct was ever 
made against him.

“Under no circum-
stances should IAB have 
had an involvement in this 
case, particularly when de-
tectives from the 106 Pre-
cinct had already made an 
arrest and gathered all rel-
evant evidence,” he said in 
a statement.

ROP

cies.”
The members of the 

committee work on a vol-
unteer basis and are not 
looking to serve in the ad-
ministration itself, de Bla-
sio said.

Hsu is a Flushing na-
tive who served in Iraq 
after graduating from Har-
vard with a degree in eco-
nomics. Through the Co-
alition for Queens he runs 
the monthly Queens Tech 
Meetup and is working to 
bring a tech incubator to 
Long Island City.

Keizs, a native of 
Kingston, Jamaica, took 
over the job as president of 
York College in 2005. Under 
her leadership the school 
built programs in journal-
ism and aviation manage-
ment, and as York’s presi-
dent Keizs is working on 
projects to build a new aca-
demic building and oversee 
a new tax-free zone on the 
college campus designed 
to lure entrepreneurs to 
southeast Queens.

Krakauer is a Rock-
away Beach resident and 
a graduate of Oberlin Col-

lege. The council works to 
secure grants to fund arts 
projects throughout the 
borough.

At a news conference 
Wednesday, de Blasio said 
he had a preference, but not 
an iron-clad requirement, 
for hiring New Yorkers or 
those with “substantial 
New York experience” to 
staff his administration 
and remained vague as to 
how he was leaning on key 
appointments, such as the 
city’s next police commis-
sioner.

Meanwhile, with just 
under six weeks left until 
de Blasio’s inauguration, 
the city’s effort to weigh in 
on the new administration 

is in full swing.
De Blasio’s website, 

transition2013.com, gives 
people the opportunity to 
apply for jobs, send mes-
sages to the mayor-elect, 
volunteer their time or sub-
mit ideas to the transition 
team.

And the Talking Tran-
sition tent in SoHo has been 
buzzing with activity since 
it opened earlier this month 
with dialogues on every-
thing from fair policing to 
waterfront development.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1 

Transition
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Continued from Page 18 

Assault

by community affairs of-
ficers.

He said he moved 
to the South Ozone Park 
neighborhood from the 
Bronx about five years ago 
and has witnessed four 
different shootings within 
that time period, includ-
ing one that involved two 
of his neighbors shooting at 
each other from across the 
street.

In another incident, 

he saw a dead body on the 
sidewalk at about 4 p.m., he 
said.

“It’s funny — I never 
saw a shooting on my block 
while I lived in the Bronx,” 
he said.

Jimmy said he has 
three daughters and will 
not let them walk around 
the neighborhood by them-
selves when they come to 
visit.

He, like many of his 
neighbors, have installed 
surveillance cameras in 
front of their homes because 
of the unusual goings-on in 

the area.
He said he has consid-

ered moving but cannot af-
ford to.

“I would love to get out 
of here,” he said. “Nobody 
wants to live in a place like 
this. This place is strange.”

When asked if he has 
become used to seeing po-
lice officers on his street, 
he said, “Well, it’s always 
a surprise to see yellow 
tape. But I guess it’s not a 
surprise to hear what hap-
pened afterward.”

Continued from Page 16 

Murder

York College President Marcia Kiezs, Coalition for Queens found-
er Jukay Hsu and Queens Council on the Arts Executive Director 
Hoong Yee Lee Krakauer (not pictured) have been tapped for 
Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio’s transition committee. 

guidelines.
U.S. Attorney General 

Eric Holder said the inves-
tigation finally called JP-
Morgan to task for its role 
in the country’s financial 
crisis.

“Without a doubt, the 
conduct uncovered in this 
investigation helped sow 
the seeds of the mortgage 
meltdown,” he said. “JP-
Morgan was not the only 

financial institution dur-
ing this period to know-
ingly bundle toxic loans 
and sell them to unsuspect-
ing investors, but that is no 
excuse for the firm’s behav-
ior. The size and scope of 
this resolution should send 
a clear signal that the Jus-
tice Department’s financial 
fraud investigations are far 
from over.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 9 

Settlement

Continued from Page 2 

Film Fest

(R-Merrick)  to be appointed 
to the Amtrak board of di-
rectors. Fuschillo, who is 
chairman of the state Sen-
ate’s Transportation Com-
mittee, would bring Long 
Island representation to the 
board and facilitate focus 
on the problems LIRR com-
muters face, said Schumer.

“Amtrak is taking pos-
itive steps to improve the 
tunnels, but giving LIRR 
riders a voice on the board 
is critically important to 
ensure that Amtrak un-
derstands and hears their 
concerns. I am honored 
that Sen. Schumer is rec-
ommending me for appoint-
ment to Amtrak’s board of 
directors to be that voice,” 
said Fuschillo.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 25 

Amtrak
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Flushing running 

back Deandre Ross-Lomax 
thought the game was going 
to continue as New Dorp’s 
Dawa Winn ran for the goal 
line and the potential tying 
two-point conversion.

“At that point I was a 
little nervous and I knew 
we had to get the stop,” 
Ross-Lomax said.

His defense made sure 
they did.

A pack of Flushing 
defenders brought Winn 
down at the 2-yard line to 
seal the fourth-seeded Red 
Devils’ thrilling 14-12 home 
win over No. 5 New Dorp in 
the PSAL City conference 
football quarterfinals Sat-

urday afternoon. Surviving 
the close call allows Flush-
ing to advance to its first 
semifinal since the early 
1990s. It travels to take on 
top-seeded Abraham Lin-
coln Saturday at noon.

“I’m thankful for the 
win, I’m glad we won, I’m 
glad that my team kept 
fighting and we didn’t give 
up,” Flushing quarterback 
Terrance Chavis said.

Flushing (9-2) came 
out a different team in the 
fourth quarter after trail-
ing 6-0 for the previous 
three.

The Red Devils took 
a 7-6 lead with 7:00 left in 
the fourth quarter when 
Chavis snuck in the end 
zone and senior Kevaun 

Dunn kicked the extra 
point. Ross-Lomax picked 
up his second interception 
with 3:00 left in the game. 
It set up Chavis throwing 
a 31-yard bomb to Dunn to 
extended Flushing’s lead to 
14-6.

Bur New Dorp didn’t 
go way.

Versatile quarterback 
Charles App hurled a 42-
yard touchdown pass to ju-
nior Henry Smith to cut the 
deficit 14-12 with 1:05. The 
Central Cougars, despite 
having one of the best quar-
terbacks in the city in App, 
opted to run a reverse and 
were denied.

“At that point I was a 
little nervous and I knew 
we had to get the stop,” 

Ross-Lomax said.
New Dorp (8-3) did 

strike first in the second 
quarter after App and se-
nior receiver Edmond Sam-
uel connected in the end 
zone from 13 yards away 
with 14 seconds left in the 
first half. Both teams had 
trouble holding on to the 
ball. There were a com-
bined eight turnovers. The 
two extra points by Flush-
ing proved to be beneficial 
and Coach Jim DeSantis, 
headed to the semifinals for 
the first time in his career, 
knows how important it is 
to have a player like Dunn 
to kick them.

“He’s unbelievable,” 
he said.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Holy Cross’ Jordan 

Francklin left the Chami-
nade football field proud of 
his team’s second half ef-
fort.

Unfortunately, it came 
after the second-seeded Fly-
ers jumped on the Knights 
early to grab control of 
the game and never relin-
quished it.

“With this football 
thing, you have to pounce 
on your opponents,” 
Francklin said.

Chaminade did that.
The Flyers’ John Tigh 

returned the opening kick-
off for a touchdown and 
Chaminade recorded a 
safety when a high snap 
on a punt rolled out of the 
back of the end zone to take 
a nine-point advantage. 
The sixth-seeded Knights 
didn’t score until the third 
quarter of an eventual 24-12 
defeat in the CHSFL Class 
AAA football semifinals 
Saturday afternoon. Cross, 
making its first appearance 
in the final four since 2009, 
trailed 24-0 at the half.

“They took the first 
play to the house on us, that 
safety,” Francklin said. 

“Little things in this foot-
ball game that really, really 
mattered.”

His team didn’t go 
down without making it in-
teresting. An interception 
at midfield by Brian Con-
tino helped set up an even-
tual 1-yard scoring run by 
Brandon Pelzer to pull the 
Knights within 24-6 with 
4:48 left in the third quar-
ter. Holy Cross recovered 
the onside kick on the Fly-
ers’ 48-yard line, but sopho-
more quarterback Joshua 
Evans threw an intercep-
tion on their first play of 
scrimmage. Francklin and 
Pelzer combined for just 41 
yards on the ground.

The Knights (7-4) failed 
to capitalize when Brandon 
Jackson returned a punt to 
the Chaminade 20-yard line 
in the third quarter. They 
did strike again. Diwani 
Wiles-Singletary scooped 
up a fumble and returned 
it 46 yards for a score to get 
Holy Cross as close as 24-12 
with 7:46 remaining in the 
game.

“I saw the ball and I 
saw green,” Wiles-Single-
tary said. “I had to get my 
team to the end zone.”

Continued on Page 45

Holy Cross run ended 
by Chaminade team

Flushing reaches semifi nal
Red Devils hold off New Dorp in thrilling 14-12 quarterfi nal win

Flushing’s Adam Singleton (l.) raises his arms as teammate Terrence Chavis runs in a touchdown. Photo by Christina Santucci

Holy Cross’ wide receiver Brandon Jackson heads down the field. 
Photo by William ThomasContinued on Page 45
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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WE TURNED ONE DAY INTO

MAJOR IS GIVING CREDIT   
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

A WEEK LONG EVENT!

    AMNESTY FOR ALL
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The St. John’s Univer-
sity’s women’s soccer team 
continues to give us new 
reasons to take notice.

If having the nation’s 
leading goal scorer in Ra-
chel Daly and making the 
team’s first NCAA tour-
nament appearance since 
2009 wasn’t enough, the 
Red Storm added a few 
more highlights to the best 
season in program his-
tory. They picked up their 
first NCAA tournament 
win with a 3-1 upset of na-
tionally ranked UCF in the 
opening round last week. 
St. John’s did so behind 
a coming-out party-type 
performance by freshman 
goalkeeper Diana Poulin.

She made eight saves to 
help the Red Storm survive 
a barrage of shots in the 
second half. Poulin made 
numerous diving stops and 

was punching away danger-
ous passes as well.

“It’s the best perfor-
mance I’ve seen from a 
women’s soccer [goalie] 
here at St. John’s in the 20 
years I’ve been here,” SJU 
Coach Ian Stone said. “It 
was just that impressive.”

Poulin said much of 
the game is still a blur for 
her. The first few big saves 
calmed her nerves. She was 
so zoned in that the only 

way she knew exactly how 
well she was playing was 
through all the comple-
ments her teammates were 
paying her during match.

“I think it shocked 
some of the other teams 
maybe because I’m only a 
freshman,” Poulin said.

She thinks her hot play 
and confidence can carry 
over into the next game. If 
so, St. John’s (12-5-3) will 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The St. Francis Prep 

girls’ volleyball team had 
been too close to a CHSAA 
Class AA state title in the 
last two seasons to let an-
other one get away.

The Terriers, who 
have won seven straight 
Brooklyn/Queens crowns, 
lost in the last two state fi-
nals to St. Mary’s (Buffalo). 
They found extra motiva-
tion in getting a chance to 
face them again this time 
around at home in Fresh 
Meadows.

It made the moment 
that much more enthrall-
ing when St. Francis Prep 
swept the Lancers 25-23, 25-
22, 26-24 Nov. 9 to clinch the 

school’s first state crown 
since it won three straight 
from 1984-86.

“We have been work-
ing for that as long as we 
have been on varsity and fi-
nally it was accomplished,” 
senior outside hitter Jaclyn 
LaForgia said. “It was a 
moment of just happiness. 
Even some girls cried.”

It was that desire 
that got the Terriers, who 
dropped one set the whole 
afternoon, to push through 
some adversity in the final. 
They held off a St. Mary’s 
rally in the first set and 
in the second got a match-
changing dig from Jessica 
Vishnudat on a kill attempt 
by Lancers star Leigh 
Meyer, a Duke commit. The 

point would have given St. 
Mary’s a 24-22 lead. Instead 
the Terriers were able to tie 
it at 23-23 and go on to win 
the set.

“It completely moved 
our energy from a high lev-
el to an even higher level, 

her getting that dig,” La-
Forgia said.

She took her game to 
another level the final week 
of the season, too. LaForgia 
was dominant in a dioc-
esan championship win 
over Fontbonne Hall. She 

carried that momentum 
into the state tournament. 
LaForgia recorded 58 kills 
on the day, including 16 in 
the final to go along with 
nine digs.

“We knew every time 
she set the ball there would 
be a big kill or a really big 
hit,” Johairy Rivadeneira 
said.

LaForgia may have 
been the star, but Colucci 
thought each of the play-
ers contributed. Setter Ni-
cole Tong had 28 assists in 
the final. Rivadeneira and 
Kaila Berlovan each added 
10 digs. Caroline Gorecki 
and Stephanie Sokolich 
added six kills apiece in the 
semifinal win over Ken-
nedy Catholic. The players 

said they benefited from 
playing in front of a home 
crowd and want to defend 
their turf.

“They didn’t get frus-
trated the whole day, even 
when games got tight,” Co-
lucci said.

That’s because after 
two trips to the state final 
they knew what it was go-
ing to take to get it done this 
time around. They were go-
ing to make sure of it.

“I think we just wanted 
it more,” Rivadeneira said. 
“It’s just all we wanted. We 
really wanted to end our 
senior year with this. For 
the past two years we were 
always this close, but never 
quiet there.”

Until now.

The St. Francis Prep girls’ volleyball team celebrates its CHSAA ‘AA’ 
state title. Photo courtesy SFP

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Red Storm soccer team earns 
respect during historic season

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Taylor Moss got com-

fortable playing at the high-
est level at a young age.

The Archbishop Mol-
loy senior has been doing so 
ever since the sixth-grade. 
Each year she got a chance 
to play or practice with the 
softball team her older sis-
ter Dana, a Molloy grand 
and current sophomore 
at C.W. Post, was on. It en-
hanced her skills, maturity 
and ability to handle high 
expectations. It prepared 
her to be one of the city’s 
best players and to earn a 
chance to play softball at 
Division-I Holy Cross.

“I think that’s kind of 
the reason why I’m where 
I am today, always playing 
up, always pushing myself,” 
Moss said.

The first baseman re-
cently verbally committed 
to the Crusaders and Coach 
Brian Claypool. She picked 
Holy Cross, her dream 
school, over UPenn and 
Molloy College. Holy Cross, 
which plays in the Patriot 

League, also offered her a 
challenge academically.

In addition, Moss said 
when she met Claypool at 
a softball clinic in August, 
they hit it off. When they 
talked about batting, she 
realized they had similar 
views that power hitters 

like her need to be more 
worried with hitting line 
drives. The home runs will 
come.

“I agreed with every-
thing he said,” Moss said. 
“We were on the same page. 
I felt like I could do well at 
that program.”

Stanners Coach Mau-
reen Rosenbaum agrees. 
She thinks Moss, an All-
Queens first team selection 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers last year, will get a 
chance to make an impact 
at Holy Cross. Rosenbaum 
credited her maturity and 
ability to hit with power 
to all fields as a big reason 
why. He is Molloy’s third 
Division-I player in the last 
five years.

“I think she will be a 
great match for the school,” 
Rosenbaum said.

Moss, who plays her 
travel ball with Sudden 
Impact, never shied away 
from the big moment and 
produced in it. She went 
5-for-7 with seven RBIs in 
two state playoff games 

Foundation for Div-I dream 
laid early for Molloy’s Moss

Molloy senior Taylor Moss 
is slated to play softball at 
Holy Cross next season. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 45

St. John’s University freshman keeper Diana Poulin tends the goal. 
She was stellar in a win over UCF in the opening round of the NCAA 
tournament. Photo courtesy Vincent Dusovic/SJU

St. Francis Prep wins state championship
Determined Terriers capture fi rst CHSAA title since 1986 with victory over Lancers in three sets
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The Knights saw its 
final drive stall at the Fly-
ers’ 32-yard line, leaving 
them unable to reach the 
championship game. Head 
Coach Tom Pugh took some 
of the blame. He said with 
so many players going both 
ways, he took some of his 
top kids off special teams 
and it hurt them.

His defense, however, 
was again solid, but allowed 
key third and fourth down 

conversions. A fourth-down 
pass from Sean Cerrone to 
Robert Speranza. It led to 
Cerrone throwing a 14-yard 
touchdown from Speranza 
(19 carries, 87 yards) to 
give Chaminade (11-1) a 17-0 
lead on the opening play of 
the third quarter. Cerrone, 
who had 110 yards of total 
offense, later added a 16-
yard scoring run.

“They’re a good team,” 
Pugh said. “We’re wearing 
down. We got some kids go-
ing both sides of the ball. 
You know that’s going to 
happen.”

Even in defeat Holy 
Cross was left proud of what 
it accomplished this season 
and believes the future is 
bright, thanks to the prog-
ress of its offensive line and 
Evans. The Knights seniors 
will hang their hats on get-
ting the program back to 
the semifinals and picked 
up a playoff win over St. 
Francis Prep in the quar-
terfinals.

“It was a great year,” 
Francklin said. “It’s prog-
ress. That’s what life is 
about.”

as a freshman to help lead 
Molloy to its first CHSAA 
state softball title. A year 
later she drove in the tying 
run as part of a two-RBI 
day in the diocesan cham-

pionship-clinching game 
against St. Francis Prep. 
Moss hit .418 as a junior.

“She’s hard to get out,” 
Rosenbaum said. “She 
doesn’t get rattled at all. 
She gets up to the plate and 
enjoys being up there in 
a situation where she can 
make a difference.”

Moss took than  some 

confidence and determina-
tion into landing a spot at a 
Division-I school. Through 
all the tough days, she be-
lieved it would happen.

“It’s such an honor,” 
Moss said. “It’s always been 
a dream of mine since I was 
younger. It’s great to actu-
ally have the opportunity.”

have a good chance of con-
tinuing its run against 
Arkansas 5 p.m. Friday at 
Duke in the second round. 
A win puts them in the 
Sweet 16 against the Flor-
ida-Duke winner at 1 p.m. 
Sunday.

“It’s possible and I 
hope that I can do that,” 
Poulin said of keeping her 
game at a high level.

Stone believes his team 
will have to play the game 
to their style — technical 

and with the ball on the 
ground — against a physi-
cal Arkansas team that fin-
ished eight in the SEC. The 
coach thinks his team is up 
for any challenge.

“It’s a group I always 
knew had a lot of talent,” 
Stone said. “Now they are 
beginning to combine the 
talent with a real competi-
tive fire.”

It makes for a club that 
is fun to root for. It has a 
gritty veteran defense led 
by junior Georgia Kearney-
Perry and an opportunist 
offense. Stone and Poulin 
have noticed the excitement 

they are generating around 
campus.

It’s time for those out-
side the walls of St. John’s 
to also take notice of what 
this team has accomplished 
and what’s still possibly 
ahead of them this year.

“It’s been amazing the 
last couple of weeks how the 
St. John’s community has 
gotten behind us,” Stone 
said. “It’s exciting for me 
for someone who has been 
here when we haven’t had 
all that attention.”

They earned every bit 
of it.

Holy Cross

Continued from Page 44 

Moss

Continued from Page 44 

Poulin

Continued from Page 41 

Flushing will now 
have to prepare for its big-

gest test of the season in 
the unbeaten Railsplitters. 
The Red Devils would love 
nothing more than to pull 
the upset.

“Hey, you know what, 
all you got to do is get here 

and then you got one more 
and then you’re in Yankee 
Stadium,” DeSantis said. 
“We’re excited and I know 
they’re a powerhouse and 
all that, but we’ll put the 
film on and break it down.”

Continued from Page 41 

Flushing

BY JOHN TOLIS
 
Winning three straight 

diocesan championships is 
never easy, but St. John’s 
Prep’s girls’ volleyball 
Coach Jen Cocchi believes 
her team’s work ethic and 
determination have been 
the difference.

The Red Storm fin-
ished off its CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens season unbeat-
en and with a third straight 
Division II  by defeated St. 
Edmund 25-18, 25-19, 25-
17 at home Nov. 5. Every 
championship is unique, 
but Cocchi believes seniors 
Lauren Martinez, Olivia 
Perrault, Caity Hall and 
Veronica Sirica will find 
this one different.

“The four seniors on 
the team have been part of 
this feat for the past three 
years, so I know for them 
it has been extra special,” 
Cocchi said.

The seniors will move 
on, but St. John’s Prep, 

which also won the league’s 
junior varsity crown, could 
see more championships 
coming its way after im-
pressive performances by 
junior Alexandra Cordero 
and sophomores Nicole Sch-
weit and Brianna Marazzo. 
Cocchi is certain her team 
will succeed even with her 
seniors leaving because of 
the mark they left behind 
on the younger players.

“The senior girls have 
made great contributions 
over the years,” she said. 
“They have helped guide 
the younger members to 
play well.”

The Red Storm ad-
vanced to the CHSAA Class 
A state playoffs, but came 
up short of another crown. 
Cocchi expected better but 
is happy her players got 
the most out of the season. 

St. John’s Prep will have to 
regroup next year without 
seniors Perrault, Hall and 
Sirica. Them heading off 
will create some obstacles, 
but Cocchi understands 
it part of the game after a 
strong season.

“We could have done 
better this year,” Cocchi 
said. “The competition was 
great and the girls had a lot 
of fun.”

The St. John’s Prep’s girls’ volleyball team shows off plaques from its third straight CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division II title. Photo courtesy Melvin Ricks

Strong second half sends 
St. John’s past Bucknell

Red Storm claim volleyball crown
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
Bucknell was daring 

St. John’s University to 
shoot jumpers, and after 
poor shooting in the first 
half Phil Greene IV finally 
made them pay.

The junior guard 
scored 12 of his team-high 
16 points during a second 
half surge that gave the 
Johnnies the lead for good. 
The St. John’s men’s bas-
ketball team fed off his en-
ergy and held on for a 67-63 
win over visiting Bucknell 
Tuesday night at Carnesec-
ca Arena.

Greene connected on 
consecutive 3-pointers and 
his fall away jumper put the 
Johnnies up one with 8:56 
remaining in the game. A 
trey from JaKarr Sampson 
(11 points, six rebounds) 
with the shot clock winding 
down capped an 11-0 run to 
make it 59-51 with 5:01 left.

“I didn’t want to shy 
away,” Green said. “They 
were giving us the shots. 
We had to make them.”

St. John’s (2-1) switched 
to a zone defense after half-
time. It helped stifle Buck-
nell, which led 35-32 at the 
half after shooting 53.6 
percent from the field. The 
Johnnies blocked 13 shots, 
including seven by Chris 
Obekpa.

“The zone defense was 
the difference,” St. John’s 
Coach Steve Lavin said. “It 
took them out of rhythm.”

Cameron Ayers, of 
Bucknell (2-2), scored with 
25 points and D’Angelo Har-
rison had 12 for St. John’s, 
which hosts Monmouth 
Friday. The Red Storm 
hopes to use what it learned 
against Bucknell.

“This game let us know 
that defense will win us 
more games than offense,” 
Sir’Dominic Pointer said.
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news from nine states for 
morning newspapers and 
other clients.

UPI vs. AP
In those years UPI and 

the Associated Press were 
on the front lines of news 
coverage. The two jour-
nalistic giants, both based 
in New York, served thou-
sands of newspaper, televi-
sion and radio clients from 
their far-flung bureaus 
around the world and were 
locked in intense competi-
tion on every major story.

I walked into the news-
room filled with clattering 
typewriters and Teletype 
machines just at the tail 
end of a journalistic drama 
involving reporters and edi-
tors scarcely able to believe 
what they were reporting 
to the world: the assassina-
tion of President John F. 
Kennedy.

Merriman Smith, 
UPI’s White House cor-
respondent, had just tele-
phoned the UPI Dallas bu-
reau on a radio telephone 
— it was before cell phones 
or portable computers — in 
the press car in the JFK 
motorcade, dictating as 
the car following the presi-
dent’s limousine at peril-
ous speed toward Parkland 
Hospital.

When the phone rang 
at the news desk, our 
youngest reporter, Wilborn 
Hampton, who later joined 
The New York Times, 
picked it up and became 
the first one in the bureau 
to hear that Kennedy’s car 
had come under gunfire.

Merriman Smith’s ad-
visory was typed onto the 
60-words-per-minute Tele-
type circuit by Jim Tolbert, 
an unflappable operator, 
who transmitted the first 
report that the president 
had been shot to the world.

12:34 p.m. CST:
UPI A7N DA
Precede Kennedy
Dallas, Nov. 22 (UPI) 

— Three shots were fired 
at President Kennedy’s mo-
torcade today in downtown 
Dallas.

At that point the UPI’s 
Chicago bureau attempted 
to send news of a murder 

trial. UPI’s world head-
quarters in New York ad-
monished Chicago and ad-
vised all UPI bureaus:

Bureaus: UPHOLD 
(stay off this wire) and told 
the Dallas bureau:

“DA (Dallas) It’s 
Yours.”

A few minutes later 
Dallas sent a Flash, accom-
panied by 10 bells, a seldom 
employed advisory to news-
papers, radio and television 
editors that what follows 
would be news of supreme 
importance.

Flash 12:39 CST
Kennedy Wounded 

Perhaps Seriously, Perhaps 
fatally by assassin’s bullet.

Finally, at 1:33 P.M. 
CST, official confirmation 
came that the president 
was dead. It was issued a 
few minutes after Smith’s 
telephone call to UPI re-
porting the death.

Newsroom at work
Taking all this infor-

mation and turning it into 
trenchant news copy was 
Jack Fallon, UPI South-
west Division news editor. 
Fallon was a superb writer 
and among the last of what 
newspaper people called a 
rewrite man. As UPI staff 
members on the right and 
left kept feeding him notes 
phoned in by reporters out-
side the bureau, he blended 
them into the stories des-
tined for media outlets 
across the globe, all the 
while typing at breakneck 
speed on a manual type-
writer, using only two fore-
fingers. A copy reader used 
a thick, black pencil to cor-
rect occasional strikeovers 
and missing letters before 
the copy was handed to the 
teletype operator.

Since we always had 

clients on deadline some-
where in the world, time 
was of the essence and thus 
UPI’s motto for its staff was 
“Get it first but first get it 
right.”

After UPI broke the 
news first that Kennedy 
had been shot, the archri-
val Associated Press was 
silent.

Merriman Smith nev-
er mentioned to UPI staff-
ers in Dallas that while he 
was on the radio phone in 
the limousine, Jack Bell, 
his counterpart  at the As-
sociated Press sitting be-
hind him in the press car, 
was pounding on his back, 
then his head, while loudly 
demanding that Smith give 
up the phone.

Smith held off Bell, 
telling him he had to ask 
staff members at UPI to re-
peat his dictation back to 
him because it was difficult 
for them to hear him, a sub-
terfuge that prolonged the 
AP’s tardiness in reporting 
a monumental news story.

The staff in the Dallas 
bureau scrambled to cover 
news conferences at police 
headquarters and other 
spots to pull together the 
pieces of the developing sto-
ry. For example, I was as-
signed to visit the home of 
Ruth Paine, a Quaker who 
was a friend of Oswald’s 
wife, Marina. Newsmen — 
there were no women in 
Dallas although some other 
bureaus had women staff-
ers — were busy getting 
assassination sidebars over 
the phone.

Foreign reporters
By Sunday morning, 

reporters from many for-
eign countries started ar-
riving. It was our job to 
supply them with telephone 
numbers, directions and 
the use of our facilities.

One such reporter 
walked into the UPI around 
4 a.m. Sunday and said he 

was from Corriere Della 
Sera in Milan. The Italian 
newspaper in those days 
was UPI’s biggest consum-
er of foreign news. 

“Where do you come 
from?” I asked.

“Bamako,” he said, re-
ferring to the capital of the 
African nation of Mali.

He had been covering 
a meeting of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity.

“My office told me, ‘Go 
to Dallas.’”

Felix McKnight edi-
tor-in-chief of the Dallas 
Times-Herald, estimated 
that at one point there were 
around 800 journalists 
from out of town.

One of UPI’s Dal-
las staffers, Curtis Gans, 
seemed perpetually on the 
phone. He was in search of 
information on Lee Harvey 
Oswald. It seemed possible 
that at one point, few people 
knew more about Oswald.

On Sunday, I was sent 
to the Dallas County Jail, 
awaiting Oswald’s trans-
fer. The jail’s facilities were 
more secure and modern 
than the police headquar-
ters lockup, where Oswald 
had been held since his 
capture in the Texas movie 
theater in the Oak Cliff sec-
tion of Dallas. Oswald had 
been questioned extensive-
ly, always denying he was 
the assassin. To repeated 
questions of whether he 
was a Communist, he said 
he might have been a Marx-
ist at some level.

Close to 100 reporters 
and cameramen were wait-
ing at the county jail and we 
were all able to hear clearly 
on a radio-telephone loud-
speaker what was going on 
at the police headquarters 
as Oswald was readied for 
the trip of less than a mile.

Oswald shot
Suddenly we heard a 

blast from Dallas strip club 
owner Jack Ruby’s pistol 
followed by bursts of pro-
fanity from his police es-
corts, including “Jack, you 
son of a bitch!”

We ran for our cars, 
headed for Parkland Hos-
pital where not long after 
we were told that Oswald, 
too, had died of a gunshot 
wound.

UPI staffers Mike 
Rabun and Terrence Mc-
Garry were only feet from 
where Oswald was shot.

“Several of us dived 

behind pillars, not sure 
but what there were more  
gunmen,” Rabun recalled 
recently.

Three days later UPI’s 
Dallas bureau manager, 
Preston McGraw covered 
Oswald’s funeral and was 
pressed into service as a 
pallbearer as were several 
reporters from other news 
organizations because at-
tendance was so sparse at 
the rites in Fort Worth, 32 
miles west.

Epilogue
White House corre-

spondent Merriman Smith 
was a symbol of the minute-
by-minute battle between 
UPI and the Associated 
Press to get the story first. 
This rivalry played out from 
the smallest statehouse bu-
reau in North Dakota to 
remote outposts in African. 
UPI’s headquarters in New 
York kept a daily score of 
which newspapers printed 
UPI stories and which used 
the AP versions. Losing to 
AP was embarrassing and, 
if it happened repeatedly, 
might mean trouble for that 
staffer.

As the press car ar-
rived at Parkland Hospital, 
where Kennedy and the 
wounded Connolly had just 
been taken, Smith tossed 
the radio phone he had 
commandeered to the AP’s 
Bell, but it went dead.

Smith’s first mention 
of the pounding he took 
from Bell over the radio 
phone in the car was at the 
Washington Press club the 
same night Kennedy was 
assassinated. “Smitty,” as 
he was known, flew back to 
the capital aboard the plane 
taking the newly sworn-in 
President Johnson and Ken-
nedy’s body to Washington. 
He proudly displayed his 
black and blue back to fel-
low reporters as a visible 
sign of his triumph over 
the opposing White House 
correspondent.

Smith, who turned 50 
that fateful day, won the 
Pulitzer Prize for National 
Reporting for his coverage 
of the Kennedy assassina-
tion.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Continued from Page 5 

JFK
Tuesday at the monthly 
Queens Borough Board 
meeting.

The project, estimated 
to cost $146 million, in-
volves the complete recon-
struction of six bridges and 
the widening of the Van 
Wyck Expressway.

The widening “will 
hopefully eliminate a lot of 
the weaving that goes on be-
tween the different ramps,” 
Ruyle said.

The project also in-
volves the construction of 
three pedestrian plazas on 
Queens Boulevard, which 
will have plantings and 
benches. Landscaping, 
including the planting of 
trees, will be done along 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
and Queens Boulevard.

It also includes the re-
construction of subway en-
trances at Briarwood-Van 
Wyck Boulevard, which 
serves the E and F trains.

Ruyle said one en-
trance was opened last 
year. Tiling and electrical 
work are being completed 
on the second entrance.

Construction on the 
first part of the project had 
been temporarily halted in 
2010 when the state Legis-
lature failed to approve a 
budget on time, but later 
started again in July of that 
year. It is expected to be 
completed by January 2016, 
according to the DOT.

The second part of 
the Kew Gardens inter-
change is construction on 
the northbound Van Wyck 
Expressway between the 
Jackie Robinson Parkway 
and 72nd Avenue.

The planned comple-
tion date for that project, 
which began in April 2012, 
is February 2017, although 
Ruyle said the DOT an-
ticipates it will be finished 
much sooner. This portion 
is expected to cost $112 mil-
lion, according to Ruyle.

Plans for the project 
were first unveiled in 2003.

According to the DOT, 
$72 million of the funding 
for the project came from 
the New York State Bond 
Act, and the rest comes 
from the state and federal 
government.

Continued from Page 25 

Interchange

People line the street as the hearse bearing the body of slain 
U.S. President John F. Kennedy drives past a television truck as 
it leaves Parkland Hospital in Dallas, to be flown to Washington. 

AP Photo/File
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