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 BY BILL PARRY
 
When City Councilman Dan-

iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
convened a town hall meeting to 

address the sudden increase in 
airplane noise from LaGuardia 
Airport, he was hoping to inform 
the community how best to com-
plain to authorities.

He was pleased to see rep-
resentatives of the Port Author-
ity and the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration attend along with 
100 Jackson Heights and East 

Elmhurst residents.
“They appeared willing to 

work with the community with 
a more transparent approach,” 
Dromm said.

The meeting took place Mon-
day night at PS 69, at 72-02 37th 
Ave. to discuss the dramatic in-
crease in airplane traffic since 
October, when the FAA rerouted 
flights into and out of LaGuardia 
without any notice to the commu-
nity.

“We saw low-flying planes 
every 30 seconds for 12 straight 
hours,” Dromm said. “It became 
a quality-of-life problem and I 
wanted the community to know 
how they could self-advocate.”

The changes in flight pat-
terns were started with a new 
program the FAA is using called 
NextGen. The system employs 
global-positioning satellites that 
allow for more frequent takeoffs 
and landings. The FAA’s website 
says the program “enhances safe-
ty, reduces delays, saves fuel, and 
reduces aircraft exhaust emis-
sions.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) joined the meeting be-

Maya Harpaz, 7, has her face painted during a Hanukkah Family Fun Festival at the Central Queens YM & YWHA in 
Forest Hills. Photo by Christina Santucci

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

BY BIANCA FORTIS

Rockaway transit activists 
may be on track to getting their 
train back.

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway Beach), 
announced that the Queens Col-
lege Urban Studies Department 
will complete a comprehensive 
study of the old Rockaway Beach 
rail line.

He spoke about the proj-
ect Monday morning at the col-
lege, alongside President James 
Muyskens and Leonard Rodberg, 
chairman of the department.

Goldfeder said the study will 
be objective and comprehensive 
and evaluate how to use the aban-
doned rail line, which has sat 
dormant for more than 50 years, 
to benefit the most Queens resi-
dents.

Those options include reac-
tivating rail service on the line 
that was decommissioned in 1962 
and turning the line into a linear 
park.

“It’s not about anybody’s 
agenda or anybody’s needs,” 

BY BILL PARRY
 
One Long Island City restaurant will open its 

doors and walls to the artists from 5Pointz.
“They are welcome here anytime,” said Josh 

Bowen, owner of John Brown’s Smokehouse. “My 
walls are their walls.”

Long Island City restaurateur 

offers walls to 5Pointz artists
BY ALEX ROBINSON

Community Board 7 
members expressed reser-
vations about a proposed 
mixed-use development in 
downtown Flushing before 
deciding to delay a vote to 
approve the proposal Mon-

day night.
The proposed develop-

ment is a 180,000-square-
foot complex on Main 
Street, across the street 
from the RKO Theatre that 
would house a hotel, spa, 
parking structure and of-
fice space. The proposal 

includes a 12-story tower, 
where the hotel would be, 
and a 14-story tower for of-
fice space.

Attorney Richard Lo-
bel presented the proposal 
to the board and asked it 
to approve a variance that 
would let developer CA Pla-

Attorney Richard Lobel presents a pro-
posal for a 180,000-square-foot Main 
Street development at a Community 
Board 7 meeting Monday night. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Queens College
to study uses

of old rail line

Dromm hosts LGA noise meeting
Hundreds turn out to complain about new air traffi c patterns over Queens

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 13
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Main Street hotel vote delayed
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Join us at 4pm on December 1st

in the Galleria for the lighting of the menorah

by Rabbi Yossi Mendelson of

Congregation Machane Chodosh, Forest Hills
RegoCenter.com

JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. 

REGO PARK

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN
REGO CENTER and
QUEENS CENTER

11AM - 8PM • Every 20 Minutes

BUS RUNS: November 29, 30
December 1, 7, 8, 14 - 24,

 26 - 30

FREE
SHOPPING SHUTTLE
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
More than a year after Pen-

insula Hospital closed its doors, 
the Rockaways’ lone remaining 
acute-care facility is awaiting 
final approval for a handful of 
projects totaling more than $23 
million and may be eyeing an 
expansion into the shuttered in-
stitution’s facilities.

St. John’s Episcopal Hospi-
tal is awaiting the final green 
light from the state Department 
of Health on a number of proj-
ects, including constructing 18 
new psychiatric beds at a cost of 
$5.3 million and a $14.9 million 
expansion to its emergency de-
partment, according to applica-
tions filed with the DOH.

The 257-bed hospital is also 
trying to get permanent certifica-
tion for four intensive care units 
operating under emergency ap-
proval since 2011.

In the long-term, St. John’s, 
at 327 Beach 19th St., is also con-
sidering taking over Peninsula’s 
dormant campus about 2.5 miles 
away, at 51-15 Beach Channel 

Drive, according to a spokesman 
for 1199 SEIU, the union repre-
senting nurses and healthcare 
workers at the hospital.

“There’s talk about repurpos-
ing the Peninsula Hospital cam-
pus into a comprehensive facility 

with services for mental health, 
pediatric, substance abuse, ur-
gent care and an ER,” said spokes-
man Robert Hadley, who noted 
that project is in the nascent 
stages. “The last we heard they 
were waiting for a flood review. 

 They’re not anywhere near close 
to breaking ground.”

St. John’s has been the only 
acute care facility serving the 
Rockaways’ 130,000-year-round 
residents since Peninsula was 
closed in April 2012, and earlier 
this year it moved a number of 
clinics to two Addabbo Health 
Care centers on the peninsula, 
one at 12-88 Central Ave. and 
another at 62-00 Beach Channel 
Drive, in an effort to streamline 
its services.

Health officials have been 
warning about the state of health-
care in the Rockaways since 2006, 
when a report from the Berger 
Commission concluded that nei-
ther St. John’s nor Peninsula was 
adequately equipped to handle 
the growing needs of the commu-
nity and recommended the two 
hospitals downsize and merge to 
build a new, single facility with 
400 inpatient beds.

By 2008, St. John’s had 
trimmed 81 beds and Peninsula 
cut back 99, but the latter was fac-
ing financial troubles and in 2011 
it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection with $34.6 million in 

assets  and liabilities of $70.8 mil-
lion.

As part of a court-ordered 
agreement, Revival Home Health 
Care — a company run by the wife 
of blacklisted healthcare execu-
tive Steven Zakheim — pledged 
$8 million to keep the hospital 
afloat.

The Health Department, 
however, sealed Peninsula’s fate 
when it closed the hospital’s lab 
in February 2012 , preventing the 
facility from admitting patients.

Soon after Great Neck, L.I., 
bankruptcy lawyer Lori Lapin 
Jones was appointed as the trust-
ee, and in April Peninsula shut-
tered its doors.

Earlier this year, Jones filed 
a lawsuit accusing Zakheim, who 
died in September, of mismanag-
ing the hospital for his own per-
sonal gain.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

St. John’s Episcopal Hospital is awaiting final approval for expansion projects 
totalling more than $23 million and may looking to expand Peninsula Hospital’s 
shuttered facilities.

St. John’s hospital waiting to kick off $23M expansion

BY BIANCA FORTIS
 
The grandstand walls 

of the Big A are getting a 
face-lift.

The New York Rac-
ing Association is using 
the Aqueduct Racetrack 
in South Ozone Park as a 
venue for street artists to 
display their work.

Fourteen artists from 
around the world are using 
the racino’s blank indoor 
walls as canvasses for big 
murals.

The show is the brain-
child of Paul Kelleher, who 
works in corporate develop-
ment for NYRA.

“I thought, ‘These 
white walls are just asking 
for it,’” he said. “They’re 
sterile. There’s nothing on 
them.”

Kelleher said the show 
is a way to bring exposure 
to the Big A, which first 
opened in 1894 and was 
once a household name.

“If people are willing 
to travel all the way to Rock-
away Beach to have a good 
time in the summer, why 
shouldn’t they come here?” 
he said. “A lot of them just 

don’t know about it.”
He said many patrons 

come and go, intent on only 
watching the races. After 
the artists started to paint, 
they began to look up, ask 

questions and share their 
opinions of the pieces, 
Kelleher said.

The artists were culled 
by Joe Iurato, a New Jersey-
based artist who, Kelle-

her says, has a Rolodex of 
amazing artists, each with 
a unique style.

Iurato said he chose 
artists who he believes 
would represent the best of 
their styles in their genre.

“You don’t usually 
see a collection of artists 
like this indoors,” he said. 
“These types of works are 
housed in the street.”

He said there is a cer-
tain harmony between the 
artists and the racetrack — 
both are tied to their roots, 
he said.

The artists worked 
overnight Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday to 
create their murals, each 
with the theme of horse 
racing.

One artist is Chris 
Stain, a resident of Middle 
Village. He said he grew 
up writing graffiti in Balti-
more in the mid-1980s.

“That opened up the 
doors to a larger world of 

self-expression,” he said. 
“I was able to learn about 
different art forms I didn’t 
know existed.”

For his contribution 
to “Aqueduct Murals,” he 
is replicating a photograph 
that was captured at Aque-
duct in 1941. It depicts an 
ornery-looking jockey cov-
ered in mud after just com-
pleting a race.

“He looks like he has 
an attitude,” Stain said. 
“That’s what I liked about 
it.”

The show opened Sat-
urday and currently has no 
closing date. More informa-
tion about the show is avail-
able at aqueductmurals.
com.

Reach reporter Bianca 
Fortis by email at bfortis@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Shai Dahan, an artist from Sweden, works on his contribution to “Aqueduct Murals.” 
Photo by Bianca Fortis

Aqueduct Racetrack transforms walls into art gallery
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SHOP EARLY. SHOP LATE.  
EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS!

QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

Download our FREE App

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR THE 
 HOLIDAY HOURS CALENDAR

BY MERLE EXIT

A night at the theater 
begins with a cocktail hour 
that includes an open bar, 
buffet of hors d’oeuvres and 
passed around canapés. 
The lobby is enveloped with 
local politicians and their 
friends and family as well 
as the attendees, who are 
anxiously awaiting for the 
production to start.

The show is “Legisla-
tive Acts,” and the perform-
ers are Queens politicians.

For several years, Jef-
frey Rosenstock produced 
these shows at Queens 
Theatre in the Park. Now 
that he has moved his tal-
ents over to the Kupferberg 
Center at Queens College, 
what better way to raise 
program funds than to pair 
with Kevin R. Free, direc-
tor; Mark Wagner, music 
director; and Carrie Plew, 
choreographer, to produce 
a hit for everyone?

This musical com-
edy, put on Saturday, was 
a parody of classical mov-
ies, well-known TV series, 
Broadway shows and a va-
riety of other songs all done 
to beam the spotlight on 
Queens.

Much attention was 
paid to Melinda Katz not 
just for her singing talent, 
but also because she will 
be the next borough presi-
dent.

She sang the open-
ing number, “Oh, What a 
Beautiful Morning,” con-
tributed to “Brotherhood of 
Queens”and was featured 
in two other numbers that 
focused on her becoming 
president.

“Change in Queens” 
brought three women on 
stage with past Borough 
President Claire Shulman, 
current Borough President 
Helen Marshall and Katz 
along with state Assembly-
man William Scarborough 
doing the singing. As Shul-
man and Marshall walked 
off stage, Katz was left to 
sing “On My Own.”

You can always expect 
laughs when Shulman gets 

on stage, especially when 
she plays opposite Peter 
Vallone Sr.

“Save the World!” was 
perhaps the one skit that 
got the biggest audience re-
action. The senior Vallone 
was dressed in a Super-
man outfit with Shulman 
wearing a Wonder Woman 
costume. Not only did they 
make fun of one another, 
but remembering lines was 
a hard task for both and 
they knew it.

In the past, performers 
had cheat scripts in hand. 
This time, they placed tele-
prompters at the front of 
the stage, but it didn’t help 
every performer, which 
earned laughs from the 
crowd and Shulman.

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin must have se-
cretly wanted to be in show 
business as it was obvious 
that he can both sing and 
act. His take-off on “I Want 
to Be a Producer,” from the 
Mel Brooks musical “The 
Producers,” became “I 
Want to Be a Councilman” 
and was a hit. Also, a run-
ning gag that he was not his 
brother David popped up a 
few times during the show.

“Ticket to Ride” fea-
tured city Comptroller John 
Liu doing a stint on a skate-
board, at least after a few 
tries. Assemblyman Phil-

lip Goldfeder and county 
Clerk Audrey Pheffer were 
the stars of “Goldfeder,” a 
parody of “Goldfinger,” as 
he donned a gold jacket and 
Pheffer a sexy black dress 
and blonde wig.

Glen Riddell, Daniel 
Dromm, Ron Kim, Mi-
chael Simanowitz, Michael 
DenDekkar and an ensem-
ble composed of Queens 
College theater majors, 
joined in the number.

“Queens in Queens” 
was a laugh generated by 
openly gay Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer as he 
hosted “Jeopardy!” with 
contestants Rory Lancman, 
Gregory Meeks and Eliza-
beth Crowley.

The finale was a true 
focus on Queens’ diverse 
population as the entire 
cast sang “We Are the 
World.”

Fancy desserts were 
the final act in an air of 
“thank you” and feedback 
with the politicians.

The evening served 
as a fund-raiser for two of 
Queens College’s communi-
ty outreach programs, Big 
Buddy, which pairs college 
students with homeless 
children, and Women and 
Work, which helps victims 
of domestic violence train 
for the workforce.

Borough President-elect Melinda Katz (c.) receives advice from 
the women who will become her predecessors: Borough President 
Helen Marshall (l.) and former Borough President Claire Shulman. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Boro pols strut their stuff 
in 2013 ‘Legislative Acts’
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TUES. DEC. 10th

BROOKLYN
- SHEEPSHEAD

BAY
11 AM & 3 PM

Il Fornetto
2902 Emmons Avenue

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.

Offices Located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan & Staten Island

AT TORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan At torneys-At-Law, PLLC, 74 08 5th Avenue – Suite 2 , Brooklyn, New York 11209

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 

FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the diffi culties of probate?

We’re also on the radio.
TUNE IN to 570 AM WMCA
and AM 970, “The Answer,” 

Saturdays at 6:00 PM to listen 
to, “Ask the Lawyer,” with
attorney Mike Connors.

www.askmikethelawyer.com

FRI. DEC. 13th

QUEENS
- BAYSIDE
11 AM & 3 PM

Best
Western

220-33 Northern Blvd.

WED. DEC. 11th

QUEENS
- MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7 PM

Connolly’s
Corner

71-17 Grand Avenue

MON. DEC. 9th

BROOKLYN
- BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7 PM

The Greenhouse 
Café

7717 Third Avenue
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Clutter on the proper-
ty of a Main Street resident 
has gotten so bad and so ob-
trusive his neighbors were 
compelled to make formal 
complaints to community 
leaders.

The man who has 
owned the attached house 
at the corner of Main  and 
61st streets since February 
2000 has piled belongings 
in front of his property and 
in his backyard to the point 
that the home is almost 
completely engulfed by the 
amassed storage.

“It’s so dirty. I don’t 
know what he’s trying to 
do. You can’t walk inside 
his house and it is getting 
worse and worse,” said 
neighbor Syed Qamarud 
Doja. “I asked him to clean 
it, but he said he could not 

help it. He’s making a junk-
yard.”

Community Board 7 
forwarded the neighbors’ 
concerns to city agencies. 
The city Sanitation Depart-
ment said it could not do 
anything about the situa-
tion since the storage in the 
man’s front yard is kept un-
der tarps. The city Depart-
ment of Buildings, however, 
said it would send inspec-
tors to the house to look for 
potential violations.

The owner of the house 
was issued three DOB vio-
lations in 2002 for failure to 
maintain his property. Ac-
cording to the DOB website, 
one of the violations was for 
an “excessive amount of de-
bris and household items 
along with car tires, toilet 
tank and other items stored 
on porch and wood storage 
closet in the driveway.”

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Residents of Bland 
Houses in Flushing can 
finally sleep a little easier 
since 53 security cameras 
were installed in the devel-
opment in mid-November.

The installation came 
after several years of resi-
dents’ pleas amid a rash of 
crime and murders at the 
housing development.

“It’s a definite relief. 
It has already taken its ef-
fect on the development. We 
don’t have people staying 
in the lobbies and stuff like 
that. It has been a deterrent 
so far,” said Craig Kinsey, 
Bland Houses tenant asso-
ciation president.

After a 21-year-old 
man was murdered at the 
development in 2011, the 
New York City Housing Au-
thority said cameras would 
be installed by spring 2012. 
The cameras were not in-
stalled and by August of 
that year a 45-year-old man 
had been shot and killed in 
the development’s court-
yard.

At the time of the 
second man’s death, NY-
CHA told TimesLedger 
Newspapers that while the 
necessary funds had been 
allocated for the cameras, 
the department lacked the 
money to install a compre-
hensive security system.

The project was fur-
ther delayed in 2013, when 
NYCHA had a problem dis-

tributing payments to the 
project’s vendor, Kinsey 

said. NYCHA then told Kin-
sey the cameras would be 
installed by August 2013, 
but installation was not 
completed until the fall be-
cause the vendor could not 
pay its employees during 
the payment disruption.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) first put 
money aside for the project 
in 2009. He continued to do 
so in subsequent years and 
amassed a total of $600,000 
in discretionary funds for 
the cameras.

“Public safety is a top 
priority for Council mem-
ber Koo, so he is proud to 
have secured funding for 
new security cameras at 
the Bland Houses. They will 

play an important role in 
deterring criminal activity 
and apprehending future 
suspects should a crime oc-
cur,” a Koo spokesman said. 
“The cameras will provide 
the NYPD with an extra set 
of eyes to keep the residents 
of Bland Houses safe and 
contribute positively to the 
ongoing security initiative 
in our community.”

Residents have already 
noticed a difference as few-
er people are loitering in 
public spaces monitored by 
the security cameras.

“It was scary,” said 
Carmen Monttes, who has 
lived in Bland Houses for 
25 years. “There are a lot of 
people who sell drugs here. 

A Main Street resident’s belongings are piled high on the front 
yard of his home, much to the chagrin of his neighbors, who are 
appealing to community leaders. Photo by Alex Robinson

After years of pleas from the development’s residents, 53 cameras are installed and operational in 
Bland Houses in downtown Flushing. Photo by Alex Robinson

Flushing man’s junk
angers his neighbors

NYCHA installs cameras
Bland Houses receives 53 security systems after major delays

Two murders were committed 
at the Bland Houses in 2012. 

Photo by Alex Robinson



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, D
EC. 1, 2013

7



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
1, 

20
13

8

Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

“Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Autumn specials 
Implant Full Package

Autumn Special 25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
While Brooklyn hip-

sters are increasingly pay-
ing Manhattan-like rents 
for their lofts, luxury apart-
ments and elegant lofts, 
landlords looking to make 
a tidy profit on the skinny-
jeans set need look no fur-
ther than Queens.

A new study shows two 
trendy Queens ZIP codes, 
one in Sunnyside and an-
other in Astoria, beat out 
just one in Brooklyn on a 
list of 25 cash cows across 
the country where inves-
tors can get the highest 
yields on rentals.

“While the precise 
definition of hipsters is elu-
sive — which is likely just 
how they want it — there’s 
no doubt the culture sur-
rounding the hipster life-
style has a major impact on 
local real estate markets, 
and mostly in a positive 

way,” according to the spe-
cial report by the industry 
research firm RealtyTrac. 
“As a nascent hipster mar-
ket emerges, it can be an 
extremely appealing tar-
get  for real estate inves-
tors looking to make some 
quick fix-and-flip profits or 
to purchase rental proper-
ties that provide a steady 
cash flow and the promise 
of  strong appreciation go-
ing forward.”

The study defined a 
hipster neighborhood as 
one where at least 20 per-
cent of the population is 
between the ages of 25 and 
34 and at least 20 percent of 
residents either walked or 
took public transportation 
to work. RealtyTrac nar-
rowed the list to ZIP codes 
where at least 50 percent 
of people rented and where 
vacancy rates were 5 per-
cent or lower.

Sunnyside’s 11104 ZIP 

code, stretching east from 
39th Street to 42nd Street, 
Greenpoint Avenue and 
49th Street, was the five 
boroughs’ highest showing 
on the list, placing 12th. 

Home to popular eatery Salt 
and Fat and the neighbor-
hood favorite Molly Bloom 
bar, 11104 boasts average 
rents of $1,870 a month for 
a three-bedroom apart-

ment and median property 
prices around $380,050. In-
vestors can look forward to 
a 5.9 percent gross yield on 
their rental properties, ac-
cording to the report.

Not far behind at No. 
14 on the list is Astoria’s 
trendy 11102 ZIP code, 
which stretches roughly 
from 33rd Street to the East 
River between 31st and 
24th avenues. Higher aver-
age rents of $2,600 a month 
and median home prices of 
$435,000 in the neighbor-
hood across the street from 
the Bohemian Hall & Beer 
Garden  offer a gross yield 
of 5.69 percent.

Brooklyn’s 11232 came 
in just behind Astoria with 
a yield of 5.66 percent. It 
covers parts of Sunset Park 
and Sunset Park West.

Topping the list were 
ZIP codes in Saint Paul, 
Minn., and Pittsburgh, 
where yields reached high-
er than 10 percent.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Right across the street from the Bohemian Hall & Beer Garden, where Maria Fiore shows off one of 
the vintage hats she has for sale, Astoria’s 11102 ZIP code spells fat profit margins for landlords rent-
ing to hipsters.

Queens hipster neighborhoods lucrative for landlords
Trendy ZIP codes in Sunnyside and Astoria among top 25 in country for big returns on rentals
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Tis the Season...
at the Z NYC Hotel

11-01 43rd Ave. LIC, NY 11101 | 212-319-7000 
EMAIL: EVENTS@ZHOTELNY.COM | WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

It’s never too early to start planning your 
Holiday Party. 

The Z NYC Hotel proudly announces 
the opening of our new function space.

The modern and intimate room can accommodate  
groups up to 50 for a sit down dinner and up to 60  

for a cocktail style reception. 

The room is equipped with brand new  
state-of-the-art wireless technology  

and surround sound.  

Choose from our  
Chef’s newly designed gourmet catering menu,  

making the Z NYC Hotel the perfect  
destination for your holiday celebration.

For larger parties our subterranean Z Restaurant  
& Lounge can accommodate 60 to 250 guests.  

For additional info. or to see our holiday menus,  
please contact our events department

BY BILL PARRY
 
Term limited City 

Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) wants a skat-
ing rink in Astoria Park.

In a letter to city Parks 
Commissioner Veronica M. 
White, Vallone requested 
that the Astoria Park Pool 
area should be the site of an 
ice skating rink similar to 
the one opened at the Mc-
Carren Park Pool in Brook-
lyn.

“This area in the Asto-
ria Park Pool would make 
the perfect space for an ice 
skating rink for the resi-
dents of Queens to enjoy 
during the winter months,” 
Vallone wrote. “With the 
addition of an ice skating 
rink to the existing skate 
park and upcoming amphi-
theater, Astoria Park will 
be a destination for every 
season.”

Zach Feder, spokes-

man for the Parks Depart-
ment, said, “We have re-
ceived his proposal and we 
are reviewing it.”

No time frame was 
provided.

A 60-foot-wide skating 
rink opened two weeks ago 
in the middle of the huge 
pool at Greenpoint’s Mc-
Carren Park drawing thou-
sands of skaters. The city 

worked out a concession 
agreement with Open Space 
Alliance to maintain and 
operate the rink and Val-
lone believes the same can 
be done at Astoria Park.

Vallone’s 12-year run 
as the District 22 council-
man ends Dec. 31. He will be 
replaced on New Year’s Day 
by Costa Constantinides.

Vallone pushes for ice rink 
to be made inAstoria pool

Peter Vallone Jr. calls for an ice skating rink in Astoria Park in an 
area adjacent to the pool.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

On the seventh anniversary 
of Sean Bell’s death at the hands of 
the NYPD, the community center 
that bears his name is shuttered, 
unable to raise the financial sup-
port needed to keep its youth pro-
grams afloat.

Bell’s parents, William and 
Valerie, opened the Sean Elijah 
Bell Community Center in South 
Jamaica in 2011 to honor their 
son’s memory, but it has struggled 
lately to pay the bills, and several 
community members in south-
east Queens said the gates of the 
non-profit’s storefront have been 
closed for several weeks.

The Rev. Phil Craig, pastor 
at the Greater Springfield Com-
munity Church and president of 
the Queens Chapter of the Na-
tional Action Network, took the 
lead on organizing a benefit last 
December to help get the Bell cen-
ter on its feet. But he said he was 
dismayed when the non-profit’s 
director could not provide a satis-

factory answer as to how he would 
keep it running in the long term.

“I was quite disappointed,” 
to hear of its closing, he said. “I 
didn’t want to do the fund-raiser 
if they couldn’t come up with a 
long-term plan to keep it open. I 
came to find out that they had a 
questionable 501(c)3 status.” 

In order to receive City Coun-
cil member items, which many 
community-based organizations 
such as the Bell center depend on, 
a non-profit charity has to be an 
actively registered 501(c)3 with 
both the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice and the state attorney gen-
eral’s charities bureau, but the 
Sean Elijah Bell Foundation is 
not registered with the AG. 

While the Council has al-
located $58,500 to the non-profit 
started by Bell’s fiancée, Nicole 
Paultre, there is only one item 
sponsored by City Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) in 2012 
earmarked for the community 
center. The status of the $3,500 
member item is listed on the 
Council’s website as “pending.”

The center could not be 
reached for comment, but Wil-
liam Bell has said in the past that 
he struggled to find funding after 
the $196,000 federal grant he used 
to start the center dried up.

A year after the center 
opened on May 18, 2011 — what 
would have been Bell’s 28th birth-

day — enrollment in its day and 
after school programs doubled to 
about 88 youngsters. The charity 
partnered with nearby PS 48 and 
held annual events such as coat 
drives, but by last winter it was 
barely getting by.

Craig said the community 
was able to raise somewhere be-

tween $7,000 and $10,000 for the 
Bell center late last year, includ-
ing a $2,500 gift from the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, but ultimately it was 
not enough to keep the doors 
open.

“I’m really heartbroken 
about that, actually,” he said. “We 
don’t have that many community 
centers.”

Monday marked seven years 
since Bell was killed on the eve of 
his wedding in 2006 when under-
cover police officers fired 50 bul-
lets at the 23-year-old and his two 
friends as they celebrated at the 
Club Kalua strip club in Jamaica.

Officers claimed they heard 
one of the men say he was going 
to get a gun and that Bell tried to 
run the police over with his car, 
but no weapon was found at the 
scene and the shooting sparked 
outrage over excessive police 
force.

The four officers involved 
in the shooting were cleared of 
criminal charges but later forced 
out of the department following 
an NYPD internal trial.

Sean Bell’s parents Valerie (sixth from r.) and William Bell (fifth from r.) lead a 
march from the site where Bell was killed to the community center in 2011.

Sean Bell community center in South Jamaica closes
Non-profi t organization that operated out of storefront on Sutphin Boulevard struggled with fi nances
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Goldfeder said. “It’s about 
what’s in the best interests 
of Queens. We want to look 
at all options to give Queens 
a chance.”

Rodberg said it was 
too early to cite a cost of the 
study, but the study would 
be a “modest” one. While 
a complete and comprehen-
sive study would be nec-
essary before beginning 
any work on the line, the 
Queens College study could 
offer guidance to borough 
residents as well as the 
state Legislature.

Rodberg said the col-
lege would provide some 
grant funds, and Goldfeder 
said the state would also 
provide between $50,000 
and $100,000 for the study.

He said undergraduate 
and graduate students will 
work on the project during 
the next two semesters.

“Who better to de-
termine the best options 
for Queens than our own 
Queens College?” Goldfed-
er said. “And at the same 
time we’ll be educating our 
students.”

Philip McManus, a 
Rockaway Park resident 

who has long been vocal 
about transit options on the 
peninsula, lauded the an-
nouncement of the study.

He said the intermina-
ble travel times with which 
peninsula residents must 
grapple are a roadblock to 
better education and work 
opportunities for them.

The linear park option, 
which has been dubbed the 
QueensWay, would be simi-
lar to Manhattan’s High 
Line.

A group called Friends 
of the QueensWay has been 
pushing that option for the 
last few years.

QueensWay supporters 
recently secured a $467,000 
grant from the governor’s 
office and are using it to 
fund a feasibility study for 
the project.

The study will be com-
pleted by the middle of 2014, 
according to Travis Terry, 
founder of the group.

Terry said the Friends 
of the Queensway would be 
happy to act as a resource 
for Queens College as it 
gathers its information.

“I think it’s great,” 
he said about the study. “I 
think it’s good that we have 
a local institution interest-
ed in the future of the aban-
doned Rockaway Beach 

branch. The more informa-
tion we have, the better.”

A third faction, pri-
marily comprised of Wood-
haven residents, is against 
all development, citing con-
cerns about safety, privacy 
and diminishing property 
values. Many of those resi-
dents live right along the 
railbed.

Neil Giannelli, the un-
official leader of the Wood-
haven residents, also said 
he welcomed the study and 
whatever information is 
garnered.

“Queens is being 
choked by automobiles,” he 
said. “I’ve always said that 
it would be harder to argue 
against public transporta-
tion.”

In 2001, the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority released a feasibil-
ity study that determined 
reactivation of the line 
was impossible due to over-
whelming costs, The Wave, 
a newspaper on the Rock-
away Peninsula, reported.

But a request to the 
MTA for a copy of that 
study was unsuccessful. A 
spokesman for the agency 
said no study was complet-
ed.

But when it released 
its 20-year capital needs 
assessment report last 
month, the MTA said reac-
tivating service on the rail 
line is a “possible option” to 
help ensure that the entire 
transit system continues to 
run safely and reliably un-
til 2035.

The report said reacti-
vation “could help reduce 
land acquisition and con-
struction costs and facili-
tate construction time in 
densely developed areas.”

Continued from Page 1 

Rail

The Rockaway Beach Branch of the LIRR has been out of use since 
1962. Photo by Bianca Fortis
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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cause his District 11 in 
northeast Queens shares 
the same concerns.

“The FAA said they 
were going to test the new 
routes for six months and 
monitor the response, but 
they never told anyone how 
to respond,” he said.

Leaders of Queens 
Quiet Skies, a community 
advocacy group formed in 
northeast Queens, showed 
how other cities enjoy bet-
ter results from noise moni-
toring systems and commu-
nity interaction through 
roundtable discussion 
groups.

Queens Quiet Skies 
President Janet McEneaney 
said “other cities have 
roundtables, why don’t we? 
It’s about time that they un-
derstand that we live here. 
It’s a quality-of-life issue.”

Quiet Skies Vice Presi-
dent Robert Whitehair, a 
pilot himself, detailed the 

shortcomings.
“Chicago’s O’Hare 

[Airport] has 40 permanent 
noise monitors — we have 
two at LaGuardia. Most big 
cities have roundtables and 
they are effective. In Los 
Angeles they got the FAA 
to change flights 1,000 feet 
higher over the beaches,” 
he said.

Mark Guiod, manag-
er of the FAA’s New York 
Terminal Radar Approach 
Control, cut short a family 
vacation in Connecticut to 
lead an FAA delegation to 
Dromm’s town hall meet-
ing and he promised better 
community involvement 
through roundtables in the 
near future.

“This is the beginning 
of a dialogue,” Guiod said. 
“The roundtables will be 
a great help for both par-
ties.”

There were additional 
promises from Ian Van 
Praagh, of the Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey, which manages La-
Guardia Airport.

“We’ve heard many 
calls from Jackson 
Heights,” said Van Praagh.

He said a new website 
would roll out in January, 
a permanent noise moni-
toring system based on the 
Los Angeles model, and 
an automated telephone 
hotline — 1-800-225-1071 — 
is being set up to log noise 
complaints.

Jackson Heights is 
experiencing a real estate 
boom with the best third-
quarter apartment sales in 
five years, a 43 percent im-
provement over last year, 
according to Beaudoin Re-
alty Group.

While he did not think 
airplane noise would scare 
off new residents, Dromm 
said, “It’s too desirable a 
neighborhood so I don’t 
think it will effect real es-
tate, we want to make sure 
people remain attracted 
to this neighborhood and I 
think this meeting helped 
nip it (airplane noise) in 
the bud.”

Their work was white-
washed in the early morn-
ing hours Nov. 19 on the or-
ders of 5Pointz owner Jerry 
Wolkoff, but one mural re-
mains nine blocks west at 
Bowen’s restaurant.

In July, the artists 
painted a depiction of the 
abolitionist’s walk to the 
gallows in 1859 on the back 
wall of the restaurant’s pa-
tio. They came back later 
in the summer to put some 
graffiti around the bath-

rooms.
“Right now is prob-

ably not the right time to 
call them, but they’ll know 
they’re always welcome 
back here to paint their 
art,” said Bowen.

Marie Cecile Flageul, 
a 5Pointz spokeswoman, 
agreed that it is not the 
right time, saying, “We’re 
too busy keeping our people 
from getting arrested.”

Six people, none asso-
ciated with the artists, were 
arrested last week after 
they tagged the walls with 
anti-Wolkoff epithets using 
markers. They were given 

desk-appearance tickets 
for criminal mischief and 
making graffiti.

Flageul appreciated 
the gesture by Bowen, say-
ing, “Josh is awesome. We 
love hanging at his place. 
It’s getting cold so we’ll 
have to move on that soon. 
We’ll be in touch.”

She added that the 
building, at 22-44 Jackson 
Ave., is now completely cov-
ered in white paint.

“They even covered 
all the work we put up dur-
ing the candlelight vigil on 
Tuesday night,” she said.

za build the parking struc-
ture and allow it to use 
one of the towers, which is 
zoned as a medical build-
ing, for office space.

“We like this proposal 
because the bulk of the 
application is reasonable 
and we think it’s a reason-
able size for the building,” 
said Lobel, who compared 
the proposal to that of the 
landmarked RKO Theatre, 

which asked for 320,000 
square feet.

CB 7 members voted to 
approve a permit for the spa 
by a vote of 22-9 and also 
voted to approve waiving 
height restrictions imposed 
by airports as the develop-
ment would be within close 
proximity to LaGuardia 
Airport. The Port Author-
ity and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration had 
already given permission 
for the latter.

Board members, how-
ever, unanimously voted 

to delay a vote to allow 
the variance on parking 
and the changed use of 
the building until its next 
meeting.

CB 7 members’ main 
concern was that the loca-
tion of the hotel’s entrance 
could cause traffic prob-
lems on Prince Street. 
Although loading can be 
done on site, board mem-
bers were concerned vehi-
cles turning into the hotel 
would block up a street in 
downtown Flushing which 
already sees heavy traffic.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 1 

Dromm

5 Pointz

CB 7
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

Fresh, All-Natural
Whole Turkeys  $3.29 lb.

HALF TRAYS OF HOMEMADE
Stu����, Mashe� �otatoes, 

Du�	l
��s, �otato Sala�, 
�rea�e� S	
�a�h a�� �ore

$24.99 ea. (Serves 8-12)

��� Fresh �
es, �ake� Da
ly
Pumpkin, Pecan, Apple, Coconut Custard

$19.99 ea.

Hol
�ay A��e�t �ale��ars
Imported from Germany, $1.99 ea.

Sta��t
s�h ��e��er��sse 
$2.99 1/2 lb.

Ho�e�a�e Stolle�
$10.99 1 lb. loaf

��h�e �ra��y-F
lle�
�ho�olates $3.99 150g, 18 pieces

Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.
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