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BY BILL PARRY
 Film and television produc-

tion in New York City got a pow-
erful upgrade Tuesday when film 
executives joined political leaders 
for a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
Kaufman Astoria Studios’ new 
back lot.

The 34,800-square-foot out-
door soundstage, the first in the 
five boroughs, is being counted 
on to generate greater revenue 
and more jobs for New York.

“Today is a celebration of a 
vision coming true,” Kaufman 
Astoria President Hal Rosenbluth 
said. “The back lot is an exciting 
new development for the film and 
television industry in New York 
as well as for this area of Asto-
ria.”

The new facility was cre-
ated when an entire block of 36th 
Street between 34th and 35th av-
enues was de-mapped and leased 
to Kaufman Astoria Studios two 

years ago.
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 

(D-N.Y.), who pressed the Nation-
al Parks Service to extend the 
lease for the street from 40 to 99 
years, said, “It’s a game-changer 
for New York. I like to see New 
York be No. 1 in everything and 
we are getting there. Hollywood 
watch out!”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) added, “The street 
closure was a long time coming. A 
decade ago the film industry was 
leaving New York. They’d shoot 
New York street scenes in Toron-
to. We saved and revitalized the 
industry.”

New York City Film Commis-
sioner Katherine Oliver pointed 
to an important benefit of the new 
facility, saying “this will lessen 
the burden on neighborhoods 
throughout Queens because now 
they can just film the scenes 

LIFE STYLES
Erica Ford, the founder of Life Camp, walks the runway at Occasions ca-
tering hall in South Jamaica during a party to celebrate the organiza-
tion’s success raising more than $130,000 to continue its operations. See 
more photos on Page 26. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Lawyers for Vince Tabone, 
the former co-chairman of the 
Queens Republican Party who 
was charged earlier this year in a 
public corruption scheme, are ar-
guing their client was too low on 
the totem pole to be prosecuted as 
a public official.

Tabone was indicted in May 
on three counts of conspiring to 
defraud the city’s Republicans 
by allegedly selling off Queens’ 
mayoral nomination to state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-St. Albans) for 
a sum of $50,000 in federal court 
in White Plains, N.Y.

Along with Tabone and 
Smith, the FBI arrested City 
Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone), Bronx GOP Chair-
man Jay Savino and two others 
from Rockland County in the sus-
pected bribery scheme.

In a letter sent to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Kenneth Karas of 
the federal court in White Plains 
dated Nov. 27, Tabone’s attorney 
argued that under state law only 
the highest-ranking member of a 
party committee is considered a 
public official.

“Clearly, the New York state 
Legislature perceived political 
party chairman as potentially 
having considerable influence 
and power over public or state ac-
tion,” wrote attorney Grant Lally. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Fresh off his record 
$13 billion settlement with 
JPMorgan, New York State 
Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman spoke to a 
packed Little Theater at La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege Monday night. 

The town hall event, 
called the Western Queens 
Community Forum, was 
initially overshadowed by 
talk of the settlement, the 
largest ever levied against 
a financial institution. 
“The president appointed 
me to head the group so I 
rolled up my shirt sleeves 
and got to work,” Schnei-
derman said.

The settlement re-
quires the mortgage gi-
ant to pay $9 billion and 
provide another $4 billion 
in consumer relief to hom-
eowners across the country 
who are at risk of foreclo-
sure, a move that resounds 
in southeastern Queens 
that was the epicenter of 
the failed mortgage catas-
trophe staring in 2008. A 
multi-state and federal task 
group was formed by the 
Justice Department to in-

vestigate banks and finan-
cial institutions role in the 
mortgage-backed securities 
crisis. 

As part of the settle-
ment, JPMorgan ac-
knowledged it had misled 
investors by marketing 
mortgage-backed securi-
ties that the company’s 
employees knew did not 
comply with underwriting 
guidelines.

New York State will re-
ceive more than $1 billion 
from the settlement and 
it will be used to aid hom-
eowners grappling with the 
threat of foreclosure.

“When I came into 
office, 340,000 homeown-
ers faced foreclosure. Half 
of them never even spoke 
with an attorney,” Schnei-
derman said. “Because of 
this settlement, no one in 
the state will face the banks 
alone without an attorney 
or a counselor.”

The attorney general 
changed the subject, say-
ing, “This is not about me, 
this is about my office and 
how easy it is to use since 
we brought in management 
professionals for the first 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Downtown Jamaica 
is hungry — to the tune of 
$428.5 million.

The area’s economic 
development leaders met 
property owners, brokers 
and restaurateurs Tuesday 
to showcase more than a 
dozen sites primed to house 
restaurants looking to tap 
into millions of dollars in 
unmet demand for dining 
options.

“I’m imagining you’re 
here because you have 
some interest in opening up 
a restaurant in a new loca-
tion — maybe in Jamaica,” 
said Mark Lohbauer, a con-
sultant who surveyed the 
shopping habits of visitors 
to the area.

“But, of course, you’ve 
got hundreds of other 
choices right here in the 
five boroughs of the city. 
You could go anywhere,” he 
added. “Why should you be 
thinking about coming to 
Jamaica?”

What is unique about 
downtown Jamaica, Loh-
bauer said, is that the 
Greater Jamaica Develop-
ment Corp. and the Jamaica 
Center Business Improve-
ment District are heavily 
involved in filling out the 
area’s ground-floor space.

“They bothered to 
treat their district much 
like a mall,” he said “and 
they intend to manage it 
much like a mall.”

Within the past year, 
GJDC has made deals 
to bring to the area a 
160,000-square-foot depart-

ment store and a 210-room 
hotel with 5,000 square feet 
of retail and space on the 
second floor for a 200-seat 
restaurant.

The nonprofit develop-
ment corporation expects 
that early next year one of 
its partners will cut the rib-
bon on a 100-unit, mixed-
use building with 4,500 
square feet of retail space 
and GJDC is closed to ink-
ing a deal to bring a 410-
unit project with 120,000 
square feet of retail space 
to Archer Avenue.

The Jamaica Center 
BID has been active, too, 
organizing events like an 
annual fashion show and 
collecting data aimed at 
highlighting the area’s eco-
nomic potential.

Yet despite the 86,000 
shoppers, college students, 
workers and commuters 
who pass through the dis-
trict each day — and the 
thousands of residents who 
bypass the area for those 
with more ample dining op-
tions — downtown Jamaica 
has only three sit-down res-
taurants: Sangria’s on Sut-
phin Boulevard, Applebee’s 
on Jamaica Avenue and 
CityRib on Parsons Boule-
vard.

Lohbauer said those 
surveyed rank full-service 
restaurants, cafés, bistros 
and specialty food stores as 
the kinds of establishments 
they would like to most see 
downtown.

Katie Mirkin, the 
BID’s retail development 

associate, highlighted a 
few properties that would 
be good for a restaurant, in-
cluding a newly renovated 
building across from the 
Supreme Court with 1,200 
square feet of retail space 
below four floors of office 
space.

“You kind of have that 
in-house clientele waiting 
— I’m waiting — for some-
thing of a more healthy 
option,” she said, showing 
that active  management 
style Lohbauer spoke of 
earlier. “Chiptole, Panera. 
That’s just my own prefer-
ence.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

State Attorney Eric Schneiderman and his staff host a town hall 
meeting at LaGuardia Community College, their first in New York 
City. Photo by Bill Parry

Downtown Jamaica’s three restaurants — Sangria’s, Applebee’s and CityRib — cater an event market-
ing the area’s available properties to potential restaurateurs. Photo by Rich Bockmann

AG nails JPMorgan
and talks about role

Wanted: More eateries
Biz leaders try to lure restaurants to open in downtown Jamaica

Continued on Page 22
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Adrienne Hayes did 
her best to make sure no 
one in Jamaica went hun-
gry this Thanksgiving.

The president of the 
Circle of Sisters and Broth-
ers Moves Inc., a nonprofit 
that works with disadvan-
taged people, held her sixth 
annual Thanksgiving din-
ner for the less fortunate 
this year at New Jerusalem 
Baptist Church at 12205 
Smith St. 

“I don’t just do the din-
ner like a soup kitchen. I 
wanted to make sure they 
get to sit down banquet-
style with white table 
cloths,” she said. “Hope-
fully, we can bring pleasur-
able memories to them.”

In years past, Hayes 
has cooked all the food 
herself, but she was able to 
cater the dinner this year, 
thanks to a donation from 
Delta Airlines.

Hayes’ dinner went 
on last year despite being 
hampered by Superstorm 
Sandy. She spent the holi-
day without heat, hot water 
and electricity because of 
the storm, but still man-
aged to cook food for more 
than 200 people in friends’ 
kitchens.

Ryan Marzulla, a 
project director at JFK air-
port with Delta Airlines, 
heard how hard Hayes had 
worked to make sure the 
dinner went on last year 
and decided she should 
have help this year.

“He said he wanted to 
take some of the pressure 
off of me,” Hayes said.

Marzulla made sure 
Hayes received a generous 
donation from Delta Air-
lines this year to fund the 
dinner.

Her number of volun-
teers and donations dwin-
dled last year as people 
were busy helping with 

Sandy relief, but this year 
was different.

“This year was truly 
a blessing,” said Hayes, 
whose legion of volunteers 
buzzed around the dinner 
serving food and offering 
people coffee.

Hayes said her experi-
ence with Sandy last year 
reminded her that there 
is a fine line between the 
haves and have nots.

“Certain things can 
happen within the blink 

of an eye,” she said. “Last 
year, I didn’t think I was go-
ing to be in the cold, but at 
least I had a home.”

Hayes said she puts on 
her annual dinners in hon-
or of her mother, who fed 
anyone in the community 
who would come through 
her door.

Hayes grew up in 
Bushwick, Brooklyn, the 
youngest of 21 children. She 
said her mother made sure 
no one ever went hungry in 

her large family.
“We never had the best 

of the best, but we never 
went hungry,” she said.

The family did not 
always have meat to eat, 
but there would always be 
plenty of vegetables since 
Hayes’ mother kept a gar-
den in their backyard.

Hayes said her mother, 
a native of South Carolina, 
was known for her collard 
greens and buttermilk bis-
cuits in the community.

More than 200 people 
were expected to filter 
through the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner Thursday. The 
menu included turkey, 
stuffing, collard greens, 
ham, macaroni and cheese, 
and a selection of deserts. 
Most of the food came from 
Queens-based Hug’s Cater-
ing and the Boston Market 
on West Merrick Road in 
Valley Stream.

Anita Taylor, a friend 
of Hayes who has been com-

ing to her dinners for four 
years with her mother, Ha-
zel Headley, said people of-
ten take food from the din-
ner to their neighbors who 
can’t physically get out of 
their houses.

“It’s nice to see the 
neighborhood does some-
thing to help people in 
need,” she said. “It doesn’t 
matter if you do or don’t 
have, but you get to share a 
meal.”

The main thing Hayes 
said she hopes people take 
away from her dinners, 
other than a full belly, is 
the thought that there is not 
much difference between 
those in need and the rest 
of the community.

“We shouldn’t look 
at people differently just 
because they are going 
through a difficult time in 
their life,” she said. “You 
never know what someone 
has been through.”

Adrienne Hayes, president of COSAB Moves Inc., serves a catered 
dinner with a legion of volunteers to the needy on Thanksgiving. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

St. Albans resident gives back during Thanksgiving
President of nonprofi t serves her sixth holiday dinner to less fortunate with help of Delta Airlines

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Animal Hospital of Elmont
782 Elmont Road  Elmont, N.Y. 11003  Call 516.285.4848 For Appt.

$99

ATTENTION 
PET OWNERS!

Exam, Vaccinations & Fecal Analysis
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Borough President-
elect Melinda Katz has 
tapped City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
a term-limited lawmaker 
from southeast Queens and 
her former Democratic pri-
mary rival, as her deputy 
borough president.

Katz, who succeeds 
three-term Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, made 
the announcement early 
Tuesday and also named 
Jay Bond, her policy ad-
viser from back when she 
served in the Council, as 
her chief of staff.

“From the beginning 
this campaign was about 
empowering working fami-
lies and making life better 
for every Queens resident,” 
Katz said. “In order to make 
that vision a reality, Bor-
ough Hall needs the best 
public servants from across 
our city — and I’m confi-
dent we can find them. Jay’s 

years of experience in the 
public and private sectors 
and Leroy’s long history of 
leadership in Queens will 
be essential as we build the 
most open, inclusive and 
transparent transition in 
Queens history.”

Comrie leads the bor-
ough’s Council delegation 
and chairs the powerful 
Land Use Committee, but 
he struggled to raise funds 
and pick up key endorse-
ments in his bid for Bor-
ough Hall. Katz also led the 
Land Use Committee dur-
ing her tenure in the Coun-
cil from 2002 to 2009.

Both the county Demo-
cratic Party and the Rev. 
Floyd Flake, a political 
power broker in southeast 
Queens, backed Katz, before 
Comrie came out with some 
disappointing fund-raising 
numbers.  He dropped out 
of the race in July.

Political observers 
speculated Comrie would 
be offered the deputy spot 

for stepping down and 
clearing the way for Katz, 
who went on to defeat term-
limited Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) in 
the primary and Republi-
can Tony Arcabascio in the 

general election.
“Now more than ever, 

Queens needs Melinda’s vi-
sion for a more prosperous 
and equitable borough,” 
Comrie said. “Over the 20 
years I’ve spent working 

with her, Melinda has prov-
en herself a tireless and 
honest public servant with 
a real plan to move our bor-
ough forward. That’s why 
I’m thrilled to assist her 
administration and work 

tirelessly over the coming 
weeks to ensure Queens 
residents are represented 
by the best possible team in 
Borough Hall.”

The incoming chief of 
staff most recently worked 
as a policy director for the 
New York chapter of the 
American Institute of Ar-
chitects.

“For years, Melinda 
Katz has served our bor-
ough with distinction and 
achieved tangible results 
on the issues working 
families care about,” Bond 
said. “I’m excited to build 
on that progress by help-
ing Melinda assemble the 
most qualified team pos-
sible from every walk of 
life and every corner of our 
city. With their help, and 
with Melinda’s leadership, 
Borough Hall will fight for 
better schools, expanded 
health care and a more ro-
bust business environment 
throughout Queens.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Soon after state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
was arrested eight months 
ago in an alleged scheme 
to rig the mayor’s race, 
speculation arose as to who 
would seize the opportuni-
ty to run for the southeast 
Queens seat in 2014, and 
now there is an answer.

Several weeks ago, 
Munir Avery, a Democratic 
election lawyer from Hill-
crest with a private prac-
tice specializing in elder 
law, registered a commit-
tee with the state Board of 
Elections to run for the Dis-
trict 14 seat.

But Avery, vice presi-
dent of the Adlai Stevenson 
Regular Democratic Club, 

said he made the decision 
before Smith’s indictment 
made him a sitting duck.

“I did not like the way 
he sided with the [Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence],” he said, of Smith’s 
move to join a rogue group 
of Democrats who chose to 
caucus with Senate Repub-
licans following the 2012 
election.

“I voted for a Democrat 
who would push progres-
sive issues,” he added.

Smith, an ambitious 
lawmaker who was re-
warded with several pow-
erful appointments after 
joining the IDC, was booted 
from the conference and 
stripped of his leadership 
positions following his ar-
rest in April on charges 

he tried to buy the city’s 
Republican leaders to al-
low him to run on the GOP 
ticket for mayor. 

“I’m concerned about 
bringing services back to 
my community, and I don’t 
believe he’s in any position 
to do that anymore,” said 
Avery, a former prosecu-
tor in the Queens district 
attorney’s office who said 
he will wait until the judi-
cial system has its say be-
fore passing judgement on 
Smith’s character.

“I’m worried about the 
budget process. I’m worried 
he’s not able to fight for the 
community,” Avery said. 
“We need someone who can 
do that.”

Should Smith decide 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
With the public forums 

all wrapped up, the race for 
City Council speaker shifts 
from something resembling 
the democratic process to 
an affair to be negotiated 
behind closed doors..

After a series of open 
debates in each  borough  
among the handful of can-
didates vying for the city’s 
second-most powerful posi-
tion — including front run-
ners Dan Garodnick (D-
Manhattan), Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) — the Coun-
cil are scheduled to elect a 
leader Jan. 8.

Little is known about 
the practical details of 

how the Council will go 
about choosing a leader as 
the members attempt to 
strike deals outside of the 
limelight.  What is known 
is that despite the fact the 

candidates have been mak-
ing their pitches to the pub-
lic, the ultimate decision is 
left up to the 51 members 
of the Council after they 

City Councilman Mark Weprin is one of the leading candidates to 
be the next Council speaker.

City Councilman Leroy Comrie has been named Borough President-elect Melinda Katz’s deputy beep.

Weprin among candidates 
vying to be council speaker

Democratic lawyer making a run 
at indicted Smith’s Senate seat

Katz names Comrie as deputy beep
Borough president-elect announces former policy adviser Jay Bond will be her chief of staff

Continued on Page 31 Continued on Page 50
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

One day after a Metro-
North Railroad train de-
railed in the Bronx, killing 
four passengers and injur-
ing dozens of others, the 
head of the FDNY said the 
department’s EMS bureau 
was laying the groundwork 
to be prepared for future 
emergencies in Queens.

“The shovels in the 
ground are the ceremonial 
first step,” Fire Depart-
ment Commissioner Salva-
tore Cassano said as offi-
cials broke ground Monday 
on the city’s newest EMS 
station at Queens Hospital 
Center.

When construction is 
completed in two years, the 
13,000-square-foot Hillcrest 
Station 50 will be the heart 
of the borough’s emergency 
medical team, housing up 
to 100 EMTs and paramed-
ics as well as the special-
ized response vehicles so 
critical in emergency situ-
ations.

“And I think that was 
never more evident than 
what you saw in the Bronx 
yesterday at the train de-
railment,” Cassano added. 
“The members of the EMS 
command and fire per-
formed so admirably, re-
moving patients so quickly 
in order to save lives, and I 
think that’s a testament to 
the commitment and dedi-
cation that the members of 
this department have.”

The commissioner said 
the department constantly 
trains for the types of situ-
ations that occurred Sun-
day when the Grand Cen-

tral-bound train jumped 
the tracks just outside the 
Spuyten Duyvil station in 
the Bronx. Officials said 
four passengers died, in-
cluding a nurse from Wood-
side.

Cassano said he be-
lieved lives were saved by 
the city’s response, and as 
the department is called 
on more and more — the 
FDNY responded to a re-
cord 1.3 million calls last 
year — it becomes increas-
ingly important to invest in 
infrastructure.

“It’s staggering the 
amount of work we do,” he 
said. “We respond to more 
calls in a month than most 
cities do in an entire year, 
and it shows that our mem-
bers need the best tools and 
the best facilities at their 
disposal.”

Some eight decades 
ago, when EMS operated 
under the city Health and 
Hospitals Corp., the bor-
ough’s emergency team 
was headquartered at the 
Queens Hospital campus, 
but after EMS merged with 
the FDNY, the training 
operations were moved to 
Fort Totten.

For the past six years 
EMTs and paramedics have 
been working out of several 
trailers on the campus, and 
Cassano said the new $19 
million facility will provide 
enough space for training 
and bloodborne-pathogen 
decontamination areas and 
its central location will cut 
down on response times to 
areas stretching from Lit-
tle Neck to Howard Beach 

BY BILL PARRY

The Queens nurse who 
was killed Sunday morn-
ing in the Metro-North 
Railroad train derailment 
in the Bronx will be laid to 
rest in Woodside Saturday.

The funeral mass for 
Kisook Ahn will be held at 
her place of worship, St. Se-
bastian’s Church, at 58-02 
Roosevelt Ave., at 10:30 a.m.

Ahn was commuting 
home from her job at Sun-
shine Children’s Home and 
Rehab Center in upstate Os-
sining, where she worked 
the night shift caring for 
severely ill children when 
the seven-car Metro-North 
train jumped the tracks 
early Sunday morning, 
killing four passengers and 
injuring 63.

“I hired her and can 
tell you she was an amazing 
nurse,” said Linda Mosiello, 
the center’s administrator. 
“She was a wonderful and 
warm, sweet person with a 
strong work ethic.”

Sheldon Miekle, presi-
dent of Perfect Choice Staff-
ing, a Long Island-based 
company that recruited and 

sponsored South Korean-
born Ahn, said, “Her work 
ethic was exceptional. She 
was a very special person.”

After completing an 
accelerated one-year bach-
elor’s program at Lehman 
College, Ahn could have 
worked as a nurse for a 

year before returning to 
South Korea.

“Instead, she decided 
to stay and extend her stu-
dent visa for two years 
while she got her master’s 
degree, worked the over-
night upstate — all of this 
while learning English. 

Like I said, she was spe-
cial,” said Miekle.

She recently filed to 
become a permanent U.S. 
citizen.

“The sad irony is that 
her approval notice arrived 
at my desk Monday morn-

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Susan Sisini said she 
was still trying to come to 
grips with the death of her 
husband four days after 
the popular musician was 
killed in a Howard Beach 
car crash.

“I never pictured my-
self as a widow at 36 years 
old,” she said.

Jimmy Sinisi, 37, had 
been behind the wheel of a 
2001 Saturn, at 159th Ave-
nue and 98th Street, when 
the vehicle was struck by a 
2006 Ford sedan, allegedly 
driven by James Celauro, 
23, according to cops.

Emergency respond-
ers were called to the acci-
dent scene at about 1 a.m. 

and took Sinisi to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead.

Celauro, of South 
Ozone Park, was arrested 
and charged with vehicu-
lar manslaughter and 
driving while ability im-
paired, the NYPD said. He 
allegedly blew through a 
stop sign at the intersec-
tion, smashed into Sinisi’s 
car, jumped the curb and 
hit two parked cars before 
crashing through a fence 
and coming to a stop on 
a lawn, according to the 
criminal complaint filed 
by the Queens district at-
torney’s office.

When a police officer 
gave Celauro a breath test, 
his blood alcohol was al-

legedly measured at .068, 
the complaint said. The 
state legal limit for drunk 
driving is .08.

Susan Sinisi said she 
and her husband’s fam-
ily will push for the maxi-

mum punishment if Cel-
auro is convicted.

“This is not a person 
who should be out and 
about and out and driv-
ing. This is a menace,” she 
said, “The person that hit 
Jim’s car the other night 
took my partner.”

Susan Sinisi said she 
first met her husband, 
who would have turned 
38 Dec. 11, as a teenager in 
Woodhaven through her 
brother.

“I read his poetry be-
fore I ever met him and I 
fell in lo......ve with his po-
etry,” she said. “When I fi-
nally met him, I was head 
over heels in love.”

Years later when she 

Susan Sinisi met her husband 
Jimmy Sinisi when she was 18. 

Photo courtesy Susan Sinisi

Woodside resident Kisook Ahn, who was killed in the Metro-North train derailment in the Bronx, 
worked at Sunshine Children’s Home and Rehab Center.

The new Hillcrest Station 50 is to be the jewel of the FDNY’s EMS 
bureau. Rendering courtesy FDNY

Driver charged in fatal Howard Beach crash

Train victim’s funeral set
Dedicated Woodside nurse Kisook Ahn killed in Bronx derailment

FDNY breaks ground 
on boro EMS station

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY BILL PARRY

The Museum of the 
Moving Image in Astoria 
is shifting into full Muppet 
mode for the holiday season 
with a series of screenings 
and puppetry workshops 
for children.

From Dec. 21 through 
Jan. 1, the museum, at 36-
01 35th Ave., will feature 
“Emmett Otter’s Jug-Band 
Christmas,” including be-
hind the scenes footage ev-
ery day at 1 p.m.

On Dec. 8, a special 
screening of the film will 
include guest speakers 
paying tribute to  Muppet 
creator Jim Henson’s col-
leagues who died earlier 
this year: producer Diana 
Birkenfield and the puppe-
teer Franz “Faz” Fazakas.

In addition, kids can 
take part in a series of pup-
petry workshops where 
they will be taught how to 
make their own puppets 

with Henson’s techniques. 
The workshops cost $10 for 
materials. It is all part of a 
new monthly series called 
“Jim Henson’s World,” 
programming designed to 
raise awareness that the 
museum will be home to a 
permanent Muppets gal-
lery in 2015.

“It’s a very big project,” 
curator Barbara Miller 
said. “I’ve been assessing 
the Henson collection that 
was donated to the city by 
his family. It has over 200 
puppets, costumes, props 
and storyboards. It is the 
most significant collection 
the museum has ever ac-
quired. The totality of his 
work is incredible.”

The programs and 
monthly events associated 
with “Jim Henson’s World” 
are also part of the muse-
um’s fund-raising effort.

“We’ve raised $3.25 
million for the exhibit so 
far,” Executive Director 

Carl Goodman said, “but 
we still have a way to go be-
fore we hit our target of $5 
million.”

A program is in the 
works in which donors can 

sponsor individual mup-
pets that will be part of the 
exhibit.

“The very high-end 
donors will have a mup-
pet made in their likeness 

made by Henson’s people,” 
said Goodman, noting May-
or Michael Bloomberg has 
one of himself after a per-
sonal donation.

He added that 150,000 

people visit the Museum 
of the Moving Image each 
year, which will grow as 
well as the excitement the 
more the museum is linked 
to the Henson brand.

“Jim Henson lived and 
worked in New York and de-
serves to have a permanent 
exhibit here in New York,” 
said Goodman.

Craig Shemin was 
a writer for the Henson 
Co. for 14 years. He is now 
president of a non-profit or-
ganization called The Jim 
Henson Legacy that makes 
sure that Henson’s name 
stays connected to his great 
works. Shemin is assisting 
the Museum of the Moving 
Image as it develops a plan 
for the permanent gallery. 
“I am thrilled that the pup-
pets have a home instead 
of deteriorating in boxes,” 
he said, “To see them get 
in front of people again is 
truly special and so impor-
tant.”

The children’s movie classic “Emmett Otter’s Jug-Band Christmas” will screen at the Museum of the 
Moving Image throughout the holiday season. Photo courtesy Jim Henson Co.

Muppets take Astoria with programs for the holidays
The Museum of Moving Image to build awareness of Jim Henson gallery, which opens in 2015
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Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Christina Valente
December 2013
St. Agnes Academic High School
College Point, NY

It is our pleasure to award Christina 
Valente the Student of Distinction for 
December. Christina is an exceptionally 
accomplished student at St. Agnes Academic 
High School, where she holds the seat of 
Student Council Vice President. As Student 
Council Vice President she works tirelessly to 
ensure that student needs are met. 

She is a proud member of numerous honor 
societies, including the National Honor 
Society, English Honor Society, Spanish 
Honor Society, and History Honor Society. 
Membership in this large group of societies 
comes as no surprise as Christina is ranked at 
the top of her graduating class. She earned a 
stellar 98.2 grade point average, which she 
achieved while taking a rigorous course load 
consisting mainly of honors and advanced 
placement classes. Upon graduation this 
June Christina will be awarded a Regent’s 
Diploma with advanced designation with 
honors as a result of her outstanding record. 

Christina’s strength in Mathematics and 
Science is evidenced in her enrollment in Mu 
Alpha Theta, New York State Science Honor 
Society, and St. John’s Women in Math and 
Science. Mu Alpha Theta is an organization 
dedicated to promoting scholarship in 
mathematics and establishing math as an 
integral part of high school and junior 
college education.  Due to her avid interest in 
business and to increase her leadership skills, 
Christina completed Molloy College Business 
Boot Camp and Student Council Leadership 
Workshop. She is also on the Principal’s List 
and was awarded for perfect attendance.

Volunteering is another area in which 
Christina excels. At St. Agnes, Christina is a 

Peer Math Tutor, assisting classmates when 
needed. She also volunteered at Open 
House events where prospective students tour 
the school. Within the community, Christina 
volunteers at the Poppenhusen Institute 
where she assists in karate programs, piano 
programs, talent shows, honorary ceremonies 
and memorials, and the annual Haunted 
House. She has marched in the College 
Point Memorial Day Parade in support of the 
Poppenhusen Institute annually since 2005. 
In 2012, Christina participated in convincing 
community members to cast their vote for the 
institute, which helped Poppenhusen in being 
awarded a $250,000 government grant.

She is an accomplished pianist who, 
through Poppenhusen, has expanded her 
audience to include nursing home residents. 
Her talent on the piano has permitted her to 
perform at several events at her high school, 
as well, including Open House, Harvest 
Dinner, High School Information Night, and 
music concerts. 

Christina is a talented athlete who earned 
her place as captain of the soccer team.  She 
is also an active member of several school 
clubs, including SADD, Operation Shoebox, 

TV Studio, track club, art club, Zumba club, 
UNICEF, and Multicultural club. 

According to Miss Kathleen Haran, 
Guidance Counselor, Christina shows 
exceptional leadership skills and has 
used these skills as Editor of the school’s 
newspaper and as Secretary of the science 
research program for 2012-2013 school 
year. Miss Haran states, “Christina’s 
ability to juggle such a heavy schedule of 
activities while maintaining an outstanding 
academic record is truly an impressive 
accomplishment.” Between all of her 
activities, Christina also found time to 
volunteer at Pee Wee Folks Day Care. 

Miss Haran can vouch for Christina’s 
unquestionable character and commitment 
to her endeavors. She states, “Christina 
does not do anything half-heartedly; she 
approaches every task with a level of 
tenacity that is rarely seen in a sixteen year 
old. As her Guidance Counselor, I have seen 
fi rsthand how this persistence and drive have 
led her to a successful high school career. 
She is undaunted by challenges such as 
running for student government, preparing 
for the SAT, or even taking on college-level 
classes; instead, she sees them as exciting 
opportunities that are stepping stones to her 
future. Her level of commitment is remarkable 
and has been a source of inspiration for 
many of her classmates.”

After graduation, Christina looks forward 
to pursuing a college degree in the medical 
fi eld. Per Miss Haran’s endorsement that, 
“Christina demonstrates an impressive level 
of responsibility; when she is asked to do 
something, there is no doubt that she will 
do it thoroughly, effi ciently and with a smile 
on her face,” it is clear that Christina will 
accept challenges that may arise in the 
future. She has laid a strong foundation 
upon which to stand.  
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MASPETH — Authorities were look-
ing for a white commercial truck that 
drove off after striking and killing a 
54-year-old bicyclist in Maspeth Nov. 27, 
the NYPD said.

Elmhurst resident Pedro Lopez had 
been attempting to ride a bike across Bor-
den Avenue at Maurice Avenue at about 5 
p.m. when he was hit, police said.

The truck had been trying to make a 
turn onto Borden Avenue from Maurice 
Avenue, according to cops.

Emergency responders were called to 
the intersection, where they found Lopez, 
and brought him to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, where he was pronounced dead, 

police said.
An investigation was ongoing and no 

arrests had been made, the NYPD said.
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As a transfer student, the academic institution at which you choose to complete your studies 
can make all the difference in your future success. The NYU School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies Paul McGhee Division affords transfer students the opportunity to study 
at a top university, and to immerse themselves in a supportive learning environment that 
promotes personal and professional growth.

McGhee offers: seamless credit transfer, professionally focused majors, flexible course 
schedules, multiple financial aid and scholarship options

McGhee Walk–in Wednesdays:  
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Bachelor of Arts
Applied General Studies
Humanities
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SOUTH JAMAICA — A Queens wom-
an who initially told police she flagged 
down a cab and took a fatal-gunshot victim 
to Jamaica Hospital is now considered a 
person of interest after her story changed 
several times, a police source said.

The woman, who police have not iden-
tified, initially told detectives she and her 
brother found the 38-year-old victim Tues-
day morning lying outside a building near 
the corner of Sutphin Boulevard and 107th 
Avenue and assumed she had been beaten, 

the source said.
Around 10:40 a.m. officers arrived at 

Jamaica Hospital and were told the vic-
tim, identified as Harlem resident Sheryl 
Outerbridge, was pronounced dead after 
she arrived in a livery cab with a gunshot 
wound to the head.

Upon further questioning, however, 
the Queens woman’s story changed several 
times, and now she and her brother are be-
ing considered persons of interest as the 
investigation continues, the source said.

OZONE PARK — Police were seeking 
the public’s help in identifying two men in 
connection with a robbery at La Quinta 
Hotel on Van Wyck Expressway Saturday 
night.

The two men entered the hotel shortly 
after 9 p.m. before one of the suspects point-
ed a silver shotgun at the manager behind 
the front desk and demanded money, said 
police. The second suspect held open a bag 
while the manager placed $560 in it, said 
police. No one was injured in the incident.

Police described the two suspects as 
both being 6 feet tall and black. Police said 
the first suspect had a black ski cap, blue 
jeans and a blue waist-length jacket and the 
second wore a white waist-length jacket. 

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Bicyclist killed in hit-run truck crash: NYPD

Police look for Ozone Park hotel robbers

Police block off the street, including an area 
where the smashed bicycle rests after the fatal 
accident. Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News 

Police released a surveillance image of suspects 
in the robbery. Image courtesy NYPD

‘Good Samaritans’ now persons of interest: Cops
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Organizations from all 
over Queens joined togeth-
er to give Far Rockaway a 
Thanksgiving dinner for 
the second year in a row 
last Thursday.

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Far Rockaway) and 
MS 53 hosted the annual 
event, first held last year 
after Superstorm Sandy 
left many in the area with-
out the means to cook their 
own dinner.

“On Thanksgiving Day 
[last year], many people 
were in the dark, including 
myself. I live out here and 
there was no heat, no hot 
water and no electricity,” 
Sanders said. “We decided 
that the holidays mean 
something and we’ll do the 
cooking for them.”

More than 350 people 
came through the school’s 
doors, at 10-45 Nameoke St., 
 for Thanksgiving last year. 
Organizers said not as 
many people attended the 
dinner this year, but that 
could be a sign that more 
residents had gotten back 
on their feet.

Many of the Queens-
based organizations that 
went to Far Rockaway to 
help with Sandy relief re-
turned this year for the 
dinner. Among them were 
the Sikh Cultural Society 
of Richmond Hill, the Rock-
away Youth Task Force and 
the NYC LGBT Task Force, 
to name a few.

Flushing-based Green 
Earth Urban Gardens Inc. 
brought five smoked tur-
keys which were donated 
by City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) for the 
event.

The organization’s 

president, Maureen Regan, 
said her family voted to 
come and help out with the 
dinner rather than spend 
Thanksgiving at home.

“People need to know 
that there are places you 
can go to get a hot meal,” 
she said. “If you’re alone in 
your home and don’t have 
any family, there’s always a 
local church, seniors center 
or nonprofit that open up 
during the holidays.”

The Sikh Cultural 
Society, which handed out 
food and tea to Sandy vic-
tims in the first days after 
the storm struck, offered 
vegetarian food at the din-
ner.

“This year we just 
wanted to continue the 
trend,” said Harpeet Singh 
Toor, the group’s chairman 
of public policy and exter-
nal affairs. “We decided to 
stay involved in this com-
munity as this is a large 
part of our community and 
it helps people understand 
Sikh culture, religion and 
our faith in selfless ser-
vice.”

Volunteers home-
cooked all of the event’s 
food, including 15 turkeys. 
Organizers were hoping at 
least 250 people would come 
through the school for a 
meal. Any leftovers would 
be brought to shelters.

MS 53 Principal Shawn 
Rux said he was happy the 
event could return for a sec-
ond year so that a tradition 
could start.

“It just feels good to 
give back to the commu-
nity. I’ve always considered 
MS 53 the hub of Far Rock-
away. What better way to 
give back than Thanksgiv-
ing,” he said.

BY TIMESLEDGER 
NEWSPAPERS STAFF

Queens shoppers left 
the Thanksgiving dinner 
cleanup for later and opted 
to hit the stores in search 
of bargains as retailers 
opened  that evening for an 
early start to Black Friday 
holiday spending. At the 
Sky View Center in down-
town Flushing, customers 
waited in a long line in front 
of Best Buy that snaked 
around the parking lot.

“Last year was not 
as organized as this year. 
The security situation was 
no good, but this year they 
have done good prepara-
tion,” said Hayat Masudi, 
who was waiting with his 
son to buy a PlayStation 4 
and cellphones for his elec-
tronics store. Masudi wait-
ed in line for two hours last 
year and said he was pre-
pared to devote four hours 
to Black Friday this time 
around.

Most shoppers said 
they were going to spend 
more money or at least the 
same amount as last year 
on holiday shopping.

“Last year the budget 
was low, and this year it’s 
good, so we’re going to take 
that budget from last year 
and triple it,” Masudi said.

By the time store own-
ers tallied the receipts 
Monday, it appeared Masu-
di was not alone in open-
ing up his wallet during 
the four-day weekend. The 
New York Retail Council 
reported spending was on 
par with 2012 levels with 
sales generally even with 
a comparable period from 
one year ago.

“It’s the perfect time 
to roll out the old phrase 
about comparable apples 
to oranges,” said James R. 
Sherin, president and CEO 
of the state’s retail council. 
“We’re looking at a transi-
tion year with more mer-
chants than ever spreading 
out the post-Thanksgiving 
promotions, adding to the 
notion that Black Friday is 
no longer the busiest shop-

ping day of the year.”
Black Friday kicks off 

the critical holiday sales 
period, which can generate 
between 20 percent and 40 
percent of retailers’ profits 
for the year.

 Elizabeth Victorino 
was one of those souls who 
braved the bitter tempera-
tures last Thursday in her 
hunt for clothing bargains 
at the Old Navy store in the 
Sky View Center.

“I’m waiting for the 
savings,” said Victorino. 
“It’s 50 percent off, which 
is a really good price. I’m 
also looking for small gifts. 
If they are less it could be 
a good saving for Christ-
mas.”

Across town in 
Elmhurst, bundled cus-
tomers queued outside the 
Queens Center waiting for 
its 8 p.m. Thanksgiving 
opening.

By Friday morning, 
Gail Barnes, manager of 
Perfumania, was in the 
middle of her 17th-straight 
hour at work.

“My makeup has fallen 
on the floor, let me tell you,” 
she said.

Eyeing the foot traffic, 
Barnes said she and many 
of the mall’s retailers were 

happy with the turnout in 
this abridged holiday sea-
son.

“A good start is ex-
tremely important because 
we lost six shopping days,” 
Barnes said. “We have to be 
on our game this year.”

Over at The Body Shop, 
manager Jeanine Hayes 
noticed a bigger crowd of 
shoppers this year.

“Traffic has been 
much better than last year 
because of Hurricane San-
dy,” Hayes said. “This mall 
reaches Brooklyn and the 
Rockaways so no one was 
shopping last year.”

Across the country, re-
cord numbers of shoppers 
ventured out during the 
four-day sales period but 
spending is expected to fall 
for the first time since the 
National Retail Federation 
began tracking it in 2006, 
the AP reported Tuesday.

Here in New York, re-
tailers who responded to a 
survey remained optimis-
tic about the next few weeks 
despite national predica-
tions that the season will 
bring only modest sales in-
creases, Sherin said.

“There’s no question 
that shoppers are out there 
demanding bargains,” 

Sherin said. “It’s what 
they’ve come to expect this 
time of year, and retailers 
are looking for new ways to 
deliver low prices and great 
value.”

In College Point, Tim 
Kiley skipped the early 
opening times but still 
rolled out a 40-inch Mag-
navox flat-screen television 
he purchased for a family 
member at Target.

“I just got a couple 
of things today,” said the 
Whitestone resident, who 
was looking to spend about 
as much money on presents 
as he did last year. “I don’t 
really like to deal with all 
those crazy crowds.”

By mid-morning Fri-
day, the crowds at Rego 
Park Center were subdued 
as Kathy Erskine browsed 
the housewares section of 
Sears.

Erskine said she stuck 
to her usual holiday shop-
ping schedule and skipped 
the overnight rush.

“I usually shop the 
weekend after Thanks-
giving because there are 
sales,” she said. “But I don’t 
go at midnight or anything. 
I’m not that serious of a 
shopper.”

Customers fill the Best Buy in Queens Place after the store opened on Thanksgiving. See more 
photos on Page 24. Photo by Steven Malecki

State Sen. James Sanders crosses swords with a member of the 
Inner City Fencing Team during a community Thanksgiving dinner 
in Far Rockaway. Photo by Alex Robinson

Boro thankful for shopping
Residents take advantage of Black Friday on Thanksgiving night

Far Rock’s MS 53  
hosts holiday meal
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BY BILL PARRY

The 114th Precinct 
is Astoria has a new com-
manding officer.

Last month, Deputy 
Inspector Kevin Maloney 
replaced Deputy Inspector 
Stephen Cirabisi, who ran 
the house for the last three 
years. Cirabisi moved to a 
new post with the NYPD’s 
Office of the Chief of the 
Department.

Maloney is a 22-year 
veteran of the force and 
he comes from the 101st 
Precinct in Far Rockaway, 
where he was in charge for 
the last year and a half.

“That area got hit 
pretty hard during [Hur-
ricane] Sandy,” Maloney 
said, “so it’s bittersweet to 
leave after going through 
something like that with 
the community. It wasn’t as 
bad as Breezy [Point] and 

Rockaway, but it was bad 
enough.”

Command of the 114th 
Precinct, which covers As-
toria, Sunnyside and part 
of Long Island City, is also 
a big change as well.

“Before Far Rockaway, 
I was always in Brooklyn, 
so it’s a different part of 
the city for me,” he said. 
“There’s so many things to 
see and I really like the res-
taurants.”

Maloney will get to 
know his new neighbors 
this Saturday when he at-
tends the 25th annual Com-
munity Council Christmas 
Party at the Astoria World 
Manor, at 25-22 Astoria 
Blvd. The party is for Asto-
ria’s underprivileged chil-
dren and gets bigger every 
year.

“We started with 50 
kids at the precinct,” Com-
munity Council President 

Ann Bruno said. “Now it’s 
so big we need to do it at the 
Astoria World Manor.”

She is expecting more 
than 200 kids and their par-
ents at the party, which will 
include music, a magician, 
a dancing school and plenty 
of food and gifts for each 
child.

“We give each kid a 
scarf and gloves to keep 
them warm and candy to 
keep them happy as well as 
age-appropriate toys,” said 
Bruno, who has been the 
council’s president for 23 
years.

The community coun-
cil pays for everything and 
is depending on donations 
to make it work.

“We have to raise the 
money ourselves,” said 
Bruno. “We hit up all the 
elected officials and Asto-
ria residents are very gen-
erous people.”

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

More than 319,000 peo-
ple in Queens live in house-
holds without enough food, 
although the borough trails 
the Bronx, which leads New 
York City in what a fam-
ily advocacy agency calls 
“food insecurity.”

“The economic down-
turn and Superstorm San-
dy ripped the bandages off 
the festering wounds of 
hunger and poverty in New 
York City,” said Joel Berg, 
executive director of the 
Coalition Against Hunger.

In the Bronx, the num-
ber of those short of food is 
417,119, followed by Brook-
lyn at 251,960 and Manhat-
tan at 227,506.

The survey does not in-
clude Staten Island, which 
the coalition said had a 
population too small to pro-
duce an accurate survey.

“Low-income people 
especially face a tidal wave 

of pain,” Berg said. “Now 
that the recession is offi-
cially over and the flood-
waters have receded, we 
can easily see that New 
York is still suffering from 
a tale of two food cities. 
While the wealthy have 
better gourmet food than 
ever, one in six neighbors is 
struggling against hunger. 
The recent federal SNAP 
— Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, for-
merly food stamps — cuts 
will make all of this much 
worse.”

This year an average 
of 1.5 million people, includ-
ing one in four children, 
lived in city households 
without adequate food. In 
the Bronx, which leads 
New York City in overall 
poverty, nearly half the 
children (48 percent) live 
in homes where there is not 
enough to eat.

“The release of this 
new data further under-

scores the critical need 
for nutrition programs 
like SNAP,” U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “Millions of 
New Yorkers rely on it to 
put food on their tables and 
any cuts to the program 
would be devastating.”

In Queens, 43 percent 
of feeding agencies report-
ed not having enough food 
to meet current demand, 
while 86 percent of respond-
ing agencies reported an 
increase in the number of 
people they served over the 
past year.

Otherwise in Queens:
• One in 10 of Queens 

residents lived in “food in-
secure” households total-
ing 319,764 in the period 
2010-12.

• In 2006-08, 11.58 per-
cent of Queens children 
had inadequate food.

• One in 13 of Queens 
seniors lived in food inad-

New commander for the 114th
will meet community at party

Some 319,000 residents 
of Queens battle hunger

Hospital releases study showing traffic accidents as leading cause of blunt trauma 
injuries seen in ER. Physicians, government officials, and community activists to 
discuss ways to alleviate problem

Elmhurst, NY - - On Thursday, Dec. 12, physicians, hospital administrators, 
transportation and traffic safety experts and community activists will gather at 
Elmhurst Hospital Center (EHC) for a citywide pedestrian injury summit.  The 
one-day symposium, part of a public education and outreach campaign developed 
by Elmhurst Hospital Center’s Trauma and Neurosurgery Departments, will ex-
amine pedestrian injuries and their impact on public health.

“Neighborhoods in Western and Central Queens, (the catchment area for 
Elmhurst Hospital Center), have seen an increasing rise in the number of traf-
fic accidents involving pedestrians,” says Dr. Jaime Ullman, Elmhurst Hospital 
Center’s Director of Neurosurgery and one of the chief organizers of the event.  
“According to a recent study we conducted, traffic accidents involving pedestri-
ans, especially those taking place on Queens Boulevard, Northern Boulevard, 
and Roosevelt Avenue, resulted in more than 20 percent of the injuries seen in 
Elmhurst Hospital Center’s Emergency Room.”

Ullman noted that this statistic is frightening. “Pedestrian injuries typically 
make up nine percent to 25 percent of injuries seen at hospitals in other parts of 
the city.”

By analyzing EHC’s admissions data, Ullman and her investigative team also 
discovered that pedestrian injuries are one of the leading causes of individuals 
having to be hospitalized, sometimes for extended periods, due to suffering seri-
ous neurological damage.

Other summit participants include representatives from the National High-
way and Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), The New York State and New 
York City Departments of Transportation, NYPD, EMS, NYU School of Medicine 
and Jamaica Hospital. They will discuss the challenges faced by municipal gov-
ernments, healthcare institutions, and community-based organizations seeking 
to raise public awareness regarding pedestrian injuries.

“We really need to make an aggressive, multi-lingual outreach effort to edu-
cate the public about these injuries,” adds Dr. Ullman when asked what additional 
steps she thought should be taken to help reduce the number of pedestrian injury 
victims.  “In a way, I’d like to be put out of business, because we are seeing way too 
many patients with serious blunt trauma injuries that are entirely preventable.”

For more information about Elmhurst Hospital Center’s Pedestrian Injury 
Prevention Campaign, please contact Justin Chin, Assistant Director of External 
Affairs, by email at CHINJ6@nychhc.org or by phone at (718) 334-1259.

About Elmhurst Hospital Center

Elmhurst Hospital Center (EHC) is the major tertiary care provider in the bor-
ough of Queens.  The hospital is comprised of 545 beds and is a Level I Trauma 
Center, an Emergency Heart Care Station and a 911 receiving Hospital.  It is the 
premiere health care organization for key areas such as Surgery, Cardiology, 
Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine, Renal and Mental Health 
Services.

Elmhurst Hospital Center serves an area of approximately one million people.  
This community is recognized as the most ethnically diverse in the world.  Last 
year, EHC received 693,600 ambulatory care visits as well as receiving 130,042 
Emergency Room visits making it one of the busiest ERs in New York City.  Over 
4,200 babies were delivered at Elmhurst last year alone-the most in this region.  
Ensuring accessible health care is our priority.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Elmhurst Hospital Hosts Pedestrian Injury Summit

Continued on Page 31
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Our animals love to play with toys. But many New 
Yorkers can’t afford items beyond the necessities 
this holiday season. That’s why the Wildlife 
Conservation Society’s Queens Zoo is helping to 
collect toys for families hit hardest by Hurricane 
Sandy. For every new, unwrapped toy donated  
from November 16th to December 31st, receive  
one free general admission ticket.* 

DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED  
OFF AT THE QUEENS ZOO PARK 
ENTRANCE, WHERE YOU CAN PICK 
UP YOUR FREE TICKET. 
(no admission necessary)

* ONE general admission ticket to the Bronx Zoo will be provided for a 
donation of one new, unwrapped toy. Limit of four tickets per family, valid 
01/01/14 through 06/30/14. All WCS decisions final. For details go to 
queenszoo.com/toydrive.
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12 EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

DOE mustn’t shove parents under bus
W

e are looking for 
people to give our 
cause a voice. Our 
gifted and talented 

class, in its fifth year at PS 
203, were given our eviction 
notice. The city Department 
of Education had a meet-
ing with school principals, 
guidance counselors and 
the Community Education 
Council Nov. 12, minus the 
parents, to inform them of 
a new policy.

This policy could dis-
place our class, which has 
been together since the 
inception of our class. It 
informed us that we are no 
longer entering as a group 

but would rather have to 
reapply to the G&T District 
26 middle schools. Our con-
tention is not with the new 
procedure but the lack of 
notice and consideration 
given to our class.

Since 2009 and just 
until September, at our 
orientation meeting we 
were told we must go into 
our G&T middle school at 
MS 74. We are blindsided 
for being given notice this 
past November with middle 
school applications due this 
December.

Last year the gradu-
ating class went to MS 74 
without having to reapply 

to the G&T program. I un-
derstand the equality of 
having admission based 
upon the fourth-grade 
ELA and math scores. My 
contention is that we were 
not given sufficient notice 
by the DOE about these 
changes and that the DOE 
is inconsistent and not giv-
ing our class any consider-
ation.

To add insult to in-
jury, we learned that in 
District 30, the elementary 
school G&T classes are not 
required to re-apply until 
2019.

The DOE is enforcing 
this policy without under-

standing the unique stu-
dents in our district where 
there are not enough seats 
for all these qualified stu-
dents. More than 40 percent 
of our children receive a 
score of 4 on their citywide 
tests. By displacing our 
class, this does not solve 
the fundamental problem 
of the lack of seats available 
for these students.

The DOE needs to lis-
ten to parents rather than 
dismissing them. We need 
a voice.

Sandie Santos
Oakland Gardens

TRAINS IN TROUBLE
Queens has the unhappy distinction of being home to 

one of the four Metro-North passengers killed in the com-
muter train derailment early Sunday near the Sputyen 
Duyvil station in the Bronx.

The death of the dedicated Woodside nurse who com-
muted to Ossining every day to care for severely ill chil-
dren was a reminder of how fragile and fleeting life can be. 
Queens mourned her death as the borough president and 
other officials questioned the railroad’s safety record after 
a series of disturbing accidents in the system this year.

Sunday’s catastrophe occurred near the site of the 
July derailment of a freight train that jumped the tracks 
and left a commuter nightmare in its wake for days. In 
May, a Metro-North train derailed in Bridgeport, Conn., 
injuring 76 people.

Closer to home, the Long Island Rail Road has two de-
railments on the books for 2013. The first took place west of 
Jamaica station in March and interrupted regular service 
for several days until the track was repaired. The second 
accident happened inside an East River tunnel in June, 
when an LIRR commuter train went off the tracks, snarl-
ing the evening rush hour and curtailing service the next 
day.

Five derailments in one year are not acceptable and 
the casualty list of four dead, more than 135 injured makes 
riding on Metro-North seem like a dangerous game. But, in 
fact, the city counts on the railroad to provide dependable 
service for thousands of workers, students and tourists in 
the tri-state area. Anything less threatens the bedrock of 
the city’s economy and its connection to the counties sur-
rounding Manhattan.

It’s up to the National Transportation Safety Board to 
determine the cause of these derailments and recommend 
any needed overhaul. The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion should get into the act, too. 

Are these accidents the result of rail travel, particu-
larly in the Northeast, playing second fiddle to the high-
ways in terms of congressional dollars yet again? Are the 
tracks not maintained properly and the cars outdated? 
With Sunday’s train traveling at 82 mph in a 30 mph zone, 
Metro-North must examine the training and scheduling of 
its engineers. The railroad must also move up the installa-
tion of crash prevention technology on all its trains.

Whether human error or technical failure was at 
fault in these derailments, Metro-North has some soul-
searching to do.

The human toll has far exceeded the public’s level of 
tolerance.
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13READERS WRITE

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Community deserved say in planned school
I

n a democracy, the voice 
of the people must be 
heard regarding proj-
ects planned in a com-

munity. Recently, the City 
Council voted to construct 
a school on the Keil Bros. 
property in Bayside, the 
neighborhood that I have 
known for more than 82 
years.

Why weren’t the people 
of my community informed 
that a hearing was going 
to take place at City Hall 
regarding this project? We 
would have come in force to 
express our opposition. It is 
outrageous, disrespectful 
and undemocratic that we 
were bypassed. I consider 
the Council’s approval 
vote on this matter null 
and void, and I cannot un-
derstand why Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) and Councilman-elect 
Paul Vallone support this 
project against the will of 
the people who live in this 

community.
There were dozens of 

residents at the community 
board meeting when the 
city School Construction 
Authority came to make its 
presentation about build-
ing a new school on the 
Keil property. The people 
said this school cannot go 
behind the backyards of 31 
homeowners on the block. 
The Keil property is behind 
and between the homeown-
ers’ fences. This school
cannot be a curb away from 
MS 158. PS 31 is a short dis-
tance away on Bell Boule-
vard and a Korean school is 
over on 211th Street.

Such a concentration 
of schools cannot be found 
in any other area. This 
school cannot go on a busy 
bus route surrounded by 
blocks with narrow streets 
and limited parking.

And did the SCA give 
the public at the meet-
ing an idea of how big 

the school would be, how 
it would be situated on 
the Keil property or who 
would be using the school 
and what the hours of op-
eration would be? No. The 
two representatives from 
the SCA were useless, and 
then they turned around 
and made the community 
board the scapegoat with 
some problem they had af-
ter the meeting. Instead of 
investigating the matter, 
the city schools chancellor 
punished the community.

Yes, new schools and 
more seats are needed in 
District 26. But what about 
PS 130, at Francis Lewis 
Boulevard and 42nd Av-
enue? That is in District 26. 
Why does District 25 get to 
use it? No doubt District 25 
needs new schools as well.

If new school sites are 
so hard to come by, has the 
SCA ever considered tak-
ing a small piece of Cun-
ningham Park, on Oceania 

Street and Long Island Ex-
pressway, for a school site? 
The city has no qualms 
about letting a developer 
build a mall on land belong-
ing to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

The bottom line is that 
my neighborhood is always 
treated poorly by the city, 
which regards it as an area 
of borderline poverty and 
therefore finds it accept-
able to dump on it. Where 
else do you find so many car 
dealerships and auto repair 
shops in a residential area? 
Why does the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
approve the placement of 
undesirable businesses in 
my community and why 
does the city Department of 
Buildings not enforce cer-
tificates of occupancy?

Where else do you 
have a sanitation garage in 
a residential area? Where 
else do you have such acute 
drainage problems and oth-

er neglected and intolerable 
street issues? Where else do 
you have such a concentra-
tion of schools? You would 
not find these in Douglas 
Manor, Bayside Gables, 
Bayside Hills or any other 
neighborhood I can think 
of.

Is it because of the eth-
nicity of the people who live 
here? It smacks of racism. 
Just look at the way the zon-
ing lines are drawn in my 
community. Commercial 
overlays in many sections 
intrude further into the 
residential areas than in 
other neighborhoods. Some 
businesses even take more 
space than they are entitled 
to, which badly affects my 
neighbors. The creatures 
in Alley Pond Park and the 
wetlands have more zoning 
and environmental protec-
tion than people living in 
my community.

In summation, as a 
community and civic lead-

er, there must be some re-
dress regarding the injus-
tice of approving a school 
project when the public 
did not get their chance to 
speak at the Council. It has 
nothing to do with the Keil 
family, who have served 
our community well. It has 
to do with the Council, the 
SCA and other city agen-
cies and a DOE, a chan-
cellor and certain elected 
officials who are arrogant 
and think they can impose 
their will over the taxpay-
ers who pay their salaries 
and who they are supposed 
to represent.

They do these actions 
from their offices far away. 
They should be coming to 
the community to face us 
and hear the voice of the 
people. That is what democ-
racy is about.

Mandingo Tshaka
Bayside

Willets Point treated poorly by city

I
n view of its longstand-
ing disdain for the poor, 
the middle class and 
small businesses in this 

city, it comes as no sur-
prise that the Bloomberg 
administration is driving 
the Willets Point occupants 
not simply out of the area, 
but out of business, with 
not just insufficient time 
to relocate, but no place to 
do so.

It equally comes as 

no surprise that the City 
Council, a full partner with 
Bloomberg in this gross 
malfeasance of govern-
ment, remains silent, since 
it has long considered fat 
cat real estate moguls its 
true constituents and not 
the little people.

Calling Willets Point a 
blighted area while ignor-
ing it was the city’s fault, 
and not selling but giving 
multibillionaires Willets 

Point property that cost 
taxpayers tens of millions 
of dollars for $1 and approv-
ing a prioritized 1.4-mil-
lion-square-foot shopping 
mall at Citi Field without a 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure and replacement 
parkland would make Boss 
Tweed tip his hat in admi-
ration.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Common Core needs a revamp

T
he newly implement-
ed Common Core 
standards are not do-
ing well. They have 

caused nothing but edu-
cational Armageddon in 
classrooms throughout the 
country and stressed out 
students, teachers, admin-
istrators and parents.

Why is there such a 
push for these standards to 
be so rapidly implemented? 
They should have been 
gradually phased in over a 

period of several years so 
as to cause minimum dis-
ruption in the education 
process in our schools.

Teachers are already 
overburdened with their 
normal teaching duties. 
Now they have this to worry 
about and stress them out. 
Students also are becoming 
stressed out from these new 
standards. A lot of them are 
dropping in their grades 
due to this.

U.S. Education Secre-

tary Arne Duncan needs to 
review these standards and 
make some much-needed 
amendments to them now. 
It is important to raise the 
bar for education, but not in 
such a rapid way.

There needs to be input 
from teachers, principals 
and parents about this im-
portant and controversial 
issue now.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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Drilling in upstate shale may do more harm than good

W
hile the use of 
solar panels and 
wind to cleanly 
produce energy 

slowly grows, some people 
want to quickly fracture 
the shale in upstate New 
York with a mix of toxic 
chemicals to free shale gas 
as a source of energy.

People in communities 
sitting above the huge Mar-
cellus Shale formations are 
passing ordinances to stop 
hydrofracking, which they 
think will release meth-
ane gas into the air and 
their water supplies. The 
toxic mix of chemicals that 

breaks up the shale to re-
lease natural gas can flow 
for miles and miles and pol-
lute their water. The chemi-
cals which are pumped out 
of the ground have to be 
stored in huge ponds, from 
which leakage can be disas-
trous.

Many upstate New 
Yorkers do not want heavy 
truck traffic and thousands 
of workers and air pollu-
tion. They argue that they 
live in rural New York be-
cause they want a rural at-
mosphere. Then there are 
people who want the thou-
sands of dollars gas compa-
nies will pay them to drill 
wells on their land. Some 
government officials sali-
vate at the money, which 
can be made from the gas 
produced.

Many of us in the 
New York City area are 
concerned that the toxic 

chemicals pumped into the 
ground upstate will flow 
underground into the wa-
tershed, which feeds water 
to us. New York City has 
bought thousands of miles 
of land upstate and works 
to keep farming or rural 
development from pollut-
ing our upstate watershed. 
This new industry could 
easily contaminate our 
own drinking water in New 
York City.

For five years various 
agencies, such as the U.S. 
Enviornmental Protection 
Agency and the state De-
partment of Health, have 
been studying what might 
happen if drilling in the 
Marcellus Shale formations 
takes place. This shale for-
mation extends into Penn-
sylvania and that state has 
permitted drilling.

During the past few 
years, I have read articles 

condemning and applaud-
ing the drilling in Penn-
sylvania. Some people tell 
of methane gas coming out 
of their water faucets and 
catching on fire. Other arti-
cles tell of people’s wells be-
coming polluted and them 
having to spend the money 
received for the drilling 
to truck in clean water for 
their farm animals and 
themselves to drink.

A recent article read 
that a study in Texas, spon-
sored by petroleum compa-
nies, concluded that “less 
methane was released by 
fracking than the EPA has 
estimated.” Sounds good 
until you question how 
much methane is actually 
being released into the at-
mosphere. How dangerous 
is this? Then later in the re-
port there was a statement 
that more gas was released 
into the atmosphere in oth-

er areas of the fracking pro-
cess. The question arises 
as to whether the leakage 
of methane into the atmo-
sphere outweighs the burn-
ing of clean natural gas.

New York state will 
have to decide whether to 
permit hydrofracking near 
our water supply upstate 
and gain some money for 
the state or be cautious. 
While this evaluation is 
going on, I see more solar 
panels around, green roofs 
of all kinds with crops 
growing on them, electric-
ity powered cars, roofs be-
ing painted white to reflect 
heat, wind farms and hy-
brid cars. Then there is en-
ergy conservation and bio-
fuels. I have seen full-page 
ads taken out by civic asso-
ciations in Queens against 
hydrofracking.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Last month I read 

an article which said that 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration has banned 
the use of three drugs, 
which contained arsenic, 
from animal feed. The drug 
companies had agreed to 
this ban after the FDA had 
found high levels of arsenic 
in chicken livers.

These drugs had been 
used to prevent diseases in 
pigs, turkeys and chickens. 
They are no longer used. 
Just think: Some people 
want less government ac-
tivities like this?

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: A recent article 
told of 16 owners of charter 
school groups who were be-
ing paid from $219,000 to 
$499,000 a year yet the city 
schools chancellor earns 
only $212,614 a year.

COLUMNS

O
n Dec. 1, the Queens 
Civic Congress held 
its 16th annual leg-
islative reception 

in Douglaston. The QCC, 
a uniquely Queens institu-
tion, is an umbrella orga-
nization of more than 100 
civic associations. It is an 
example of productive civic 
engagement and the adage 
that “all politics is local.”

The event is an oppor-
tunity to bring civic leaders 
and elected officials togeth-
er in an informal setting 
that facilitates discussions 
about local issues of mutual 
interest and concern. The 
results of this collaboration 
have proven to be impres-
sive over the years.

Following the official 

business of swearing-in 
QCC board members, brief 
comments were made by 
some of the elected offi-
cials. City Comptroller-
elect Scott Stringer, a fa-
miliar face at this annual 
gathering, made the rounds 
to personally thank those 
who supported him in the 
recent election. Outgoing 
Controller John Liu, also 
in attendance, informed me 
that he still has one or two 
audits to release before end-
ing his term. Liu was un-
willing to reveal any plans 
for his next political foray, 
but insisted he still plans 
on remaining active.

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
a strong and effective advo-
cate on behalf of the co-op 
community, discussed his 
legislative agenda for mid-
dle-class co-op owners with 
some of the borough’s lead-
ing co-op advocates.

Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 

dismissed a call for help 
by Elaine Young, vice 
president of the West Cun-
ningham Park Civic Asso-
ciation, to help rid Fresh 
Meadows of the city Parks 
Department’s wood-chip-
ping operation in Cunning-
ham Park.

Parks stealthily set up 
this noisy operation with-
out any community input 
or notification. Although 
the physical location of the 
wood-chipping operation 
is outside Rozic’s district, 
the continuous noise has 
created serious quality-of-
life complaints that have 
resonated throughout the 
entire community.

“That’s not in my dis-
trict. Speak to David,” was 
Rozic’s response to Young, 
referring to Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck).

This apparent disinter-
est and lack of leadership 
by Rozic brought to mind 
another encounter earlier 

this year at a civic meeting. 
The issue then was mul-
tiple scandals surround-
ing former Brooklyn As-
semblyman Vito Lopez and 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver’s (D-Manhattan) use 
of taxpayer funds as hush 
money to silence victim-
ized women who were sexu-
ally harassed by Silver’s 
own staff.

A number of civic lead-
ers publicly called for Sil-
ver’s removal as speaker in 
the wake of his handling of 
these scandals. At the time, 
I asked Rozic if she would 
join community leaders 
and call for Silver to step 
down. While she acknowl-
edged that she herself “fit 
the profile of these victim-
ized women,” she declined 
to call for Silver’s ouster as 
speaker. Unfortunately, be-
ing a good Democratic foot 
soldier has trumped any 
latent leadership qualities 
she may have.

On a more positive 

note, Weprin promised to 
work with the QCC and 
continue his long-term 
battle against the imposi-
tion of tolls on the free East 
River crossings. Weprin led 
this battle against Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s con-
gestion pricing tax while 
he was a city councilman. 
The toll issue threatens to 
arise once more, as New 
York City’s insatiable ap-
petite for taxpayer revenue 
continues unabated.

Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens, 
currently running for the 
Council speaker position, 
was offered the full sup-
port of many civic leaders. 
Having a Queens Council 
speaker would go a long 
way toward neutralizing 
the Manhattan-centric tilt 
of city government.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville), whose district 
runs from the Whitestone 
Bridge to Smithtown, L.I., 
was happy to tell me that he 

has introduced legislation I 
suggested that would move 
the celebration of Hallow-
een to the last Saturday in 
October. By doing so, par-
ents and children could 
enjoy trick-or-treating in 
daylight hours without the 
stress of rushing home only 
to be caught up in transit 
delays and missing this an-
nual tradition with their 
children. Israel is lining up 
bipartisan support for this 
proposal.

The grassroots po-
litical activism on display 
here demonstrates a unique 
aspect of our borough and 
neighborhoods and is some-
thing we can all take great 
pride in.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

Queens’ civil leaders weigh wood-chipping and bridge tolls
Bob 

Friedrich
■

On Point

Bob
Harris

■
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Sponsored by The Queens Gazette, Saint Francis of Assisi Elementary School, Farenga & Son Funeral Home, 
Thomas M. Quinn & Sons Funeral Home, and Central Astoria LDC.

For further information contact Ed Horn. 

St.Michael’s renews last year’s 
efforts to make the upcoming Holiday 

Season joyful for needy children.

On Saturday, December 14th at 2P.M.
within All Souls Chapel, the United States 

Marines  will collect presents 
to be distributed to children 

across the metro area.
YOUR AID IS NEEDED!

At this time of economic pain 
it is up to us to make the 

Holidays a time of Joy for children.
Christmas songs by Hank Johnson

of Jazz Bone Records.
Contributors include Michael Serao,

VP. of Quontic Bank, Costa
Constantinides Democratic

District Leader and
Councilmember Peter Vallone Jr.

St. Michael’s Cemetery
72-02 Astoria Boulevard 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

he thought-provok-
ing author Malcolm 
Gladwell wrote a 
book a number of 

years ago called “The Tip-
ping Point.” It espoused the 
now-accepted theory that 
there is a defining stage at 
which something moves 
into a new realm, sort of 
like a “critical mass.”

I believe that New York 
may have reached a tipping 
point in crime reduction 
and it will take a lot of un-
likely factors to drive the 
murder rate much higher.

This might be called 
wishful thinking, but I be-
lieve that because of a num-
ber of factors and vigilant 
policing we have seen the 
last of multiple murders 
each day in New York.

In the early 1990s, dur-
ing the tail end of the crack 
epidemic, we witnessed an 
average of six murders a 
day in New York. This year 
we’re averaging less than 
one per day.

Demographic factors 
as a result of Roe v. Wade 
and a precipitous decrease 
in crack cocaine use are of-
fered as one explanation of 
this downward trend. Pro-
active policing — where of-
ficers try to prevent crimes 
from occurring rather than 
reacting after they have 
been committed — is an-
other important factor.

And then, of course, 
there is the ever-contro-
versial police tactic called 
stop-and-frisk or, more ac-
curately, stop, question and 
frisk.

In the past year, the use 
of this extremely charged 
tactic has dropped signifi-
cantly, yet the murder rate 
has actually gone down. 
The public outcry about the 
overuse of stop-and-frisk 

seems to have led to fewer 
precincts demanding a cer-
tain number of these stops 
from its officers.

So now, as we await 
Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio’s 
choice for police commis-
sioner, our collective hopes 
are that he is able to find 

someone wise and strong 
enough to keep crime low 
while using stop, question 
and frisk only when there 
is a legitimate concern that 
the person stopped is car-
rying a weapon.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Police Com-

missioner Ray Kelly have 
done an outstanding job 
keeping New Yorkers safe 
from crime and terror for 
a dozen years. We all owe 
them a huge debt of grati-
tude.

But now it is almost 
time to pass the proverbial 

nightstick.
I believe that because 

of the work done by former 
Mayor David Dinkins and 
former City Council Speak-
er Peter Vallone Sr., who 
passed the Safe Streets, 
Safe City program in 1991, 
the path was laid for Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani and his com-
missioners to tame New 
York’s crime epidemic. This 
amazing turnaround was 
built upon by Bloomberg 
and Kelly, and we are now 
a much better city than two 
decades ago.

Let’s hope that a tip-
ping point has been reached 
and that the Wild, Wild 
West of 1970s and ’80s New 
York never rears its ugly 
head again.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

City’s daily multiple murders are in death throes

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BIANCA FORTIS

St. John’s University 
will host its 23rd annual 
Alumni Winter Carnival 
Tuesday.

The event will be held 
from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

There will be opportu-
nities to participate in arts 
and crafts activities and 
watch short holiday films.

At 7 p.m. there will be 
a mass at St. Thomas More 
Church.

At 7:30 p.m. there will 
be a “Red Carpet Video Re-
veal,” which gives guests an 
opportunity to walk down a 
red carpet before the pre-
miere of a special student 
music video.

The event will end with 
a tree lighting ceremony 
and fireworks at 8 p.m.

Guests can watch a 

men’s basketball open prac-
tice and meet head Coach 
Steven Lavin and some of 
the players for photos and 
autographs.

Author Chris Graben-
stein will be present for a 
book signing of “Escape 
from Mr. Lemoncello’s Li-
brary,” a New York Times 
Bestseller book for youth. 
Limited copies of the book 
will be available for pur-
chase at a 20 percent dis-
count. Other items in the 

St. John’s University book-
store will be available at a 
10 percent discount.

To schedule a photo 
with Santa Claus, call the 
Office of Alumni Relations 
at 718-SJU-ALUM. Reserva-
tions should be made by 11 
a.m. Dec. 10.

Entrance to the car-
nival costs $5 per family. 
Families who bring a toy to 
donate get in for free.

St. John’s is at 80-00 
Utopia Parkway.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens is leading 

the outerboroughs in the 
current hotel building 
boom, and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg wants to ensure 
that visitors to the Big Ap-
ple’s hotels, motels and bed-
and-breakfasts continue to 
fill the city’s tax coffers.

At the request of the 
mayor, the City Council 
introduced a bill last week 
to extend the hotel room 
occupancy tax at the rate 
of 5.875 percent for another 
two years, retroactive to 
Dec. 1.

The tax reverted to 5 
percent Sunday after the 
Council first raised it to 
5.875 percent in 2009 and 
extended it two years later.

Over the past several 
years record numbers of 
tourists have been visiting 
the city, and those looking 
for bargains outside Man-
hattan have been choosing 
to stay in places like Long 

Island City, Flushing and 
Jamaica, which are driv-
ing hotel development in 
Queens.

Since 2006 the number 
of visitors to the Big Apple 
has climbed 16 percent, and 
during that time Queens 
has added the most outer-
borough hotels, 10, accord-
ing to NYC & Co., the city’s 
official marketing partner.

Visitors to the city pay 

the tax collected by hotel 
operators and remarketers, 
such as expedia.com, which 
pass it on to visitors on top 
of city and state sales taxes 
and a $2-a-day unit fee on 
each room, making New 
York City one of the most 
heavily taxed places to stay 
in the country.

Last year the Global 
Business Travel Associa-
tion found New York placed 
second in the country be-
hind Chicago with travel-
ers paying an average of 
$37.98 a day in taxes for a 
hotel room.

The association is not 
alone in criticizing “dis-
criminatory” taxes, such as 
the hotel room tax, which 
target travelers.

“They’re not unusual. 
They exist in a lot of states 
and a lot of times they’re 
locally levied,” said Scott 
Drenkard, an economist at 
the Washington, D.C.-based 
Tax Foundation. “A lot of 

The Bloomberg administration 
is looking to extend a tax visi-
tors pay to stay in the city’s ho-
tel rooms.

SJU alumni carnival to host 
student music video premiere

City looks to extend hotel tax
as Queens heads new boom
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QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

Download our FREE App

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR THE 
 HOLIDAY HOURS CALENDAR

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED�
FOR�THE�SEASON
Shop fine stores like Michael Kors, 
Coach, Disney Store, Pandora and 
over 150 more at Queens Center. 

Charlie, the horse, and driver Mehmet Dundar take students 
around the Great Lawn of St. John’s University during the annual 
Winter Carnival in 2010.

Continued on Page 18
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. 
Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher ap-
plicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

At an empty construc-
tion site along Roosevelt 
Avenue in Woodside, plans 
to erect a five-story resi-
dential/commercial build-
ing have been stalled since 
2009, one of 165 properties 
across the borough that 
have remained in limbo 
over the past five years.

And while shelved 
projects in Brooklyn and 
Manhattan are increas-
ingly finding new life, the 
number in Queens — which 
has the second highest 
number of stalled sites in 
the city — has shown little 
improvement over the past 
year, according to a new 
study.

The borough had 164 
stalled construction sites 
as of November, down 
less than 3 percent from a 
year earlier, according to 
a study released last week 
by the New York Building 
Congress.

Brooklyn, which has 
the second-highest number 
of stalled sites, saw a drop 
of 17 percent while Manhat-
tan’s plummeted 26 percent 
and Staten Island’s fell 10 
percent. The Bronx was the 
only borough to see an in-
crease in stalled construc-
tion sites, up 65 percent.

“In our annual con-
struction forecast report 
released in October, we 
estimated that residential 
construction spending will 
double between 2012 and 
2015,” New York Building 
Congress President Rich-
ard Anderson said. “That 

rosy outlook was based 
largely on the fact that a 
number of luxury develop-
ments, which were shelved 
during the Great Reces-
sion, have come roaring 
back to life.”

According to the 
Building Congress, the 
city’s overall 12 percent 
drop was highlighted by a 
number of large-scale proj-
ects in Manhattan, where 
the number dipped below 
the 100-stalled-sites mark 
for the first time in more 
than three years.

In Queens, about 40 
percent of the sites are 
planned for residential 
projects, while another 48 
percent are listed as va-
cant, meaning the develop-
ers have acquired the land 
and obtained construction 
permits but have not start-
ed work.

In early 2009, the city 
Department of Buildings 
created a Stalled Sites Unit 
to track stalled construc-
tion, and later that year the 
city passed legislation that 
allows developers to keep 

their permits active while 
maintaining safety condi-
tions on their sites.

Work permits lapse 
if construction at a site is 
suspended for more than a 
year, but under the stalled 
sites program owners and 
developers can renew their 
permits for up to four years 
if they create in-depth safe-
ty plans for their sites.

Anderson said the sites 
have the potential to play a 
role in Mayor-elect Bill de 
Blasio’s agenda to make the 
city a more affordable place 
to live.

“While the numbers 
are certainly moving in the 
right direction citywide, 
there’s still plenty of work 
to do in terms of activating 
construction at hundreds 
of long-dormant sites, es-
pecially in the city’s outer-
boroughs,” Anderson said. 
“Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio 
has vowed that housing 
will be a priority for his 
administration. This list 
of stalled sites might be the 
perfect place to begin.”

A new study shows little change in the number of stalled construc-
tion sites in Queens over the past year. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Boro’s stalled work sites 
show little change: Study

Light, Light  
and More Light

Join us in this season  
of joy and reflection.

Come lift your voice in song.

Come warm your heart.

Bring yourself.  
Bring your family.  
Bring your friends.

Candlelight Service  
Saturday, December 21, 6:00 p.m.

Winter Solstice Celebration  
Sunday, December 22, 11:00 a.m.

www.UUCQ.org  718 353 3860

Corner 149th Street and  
Ash Avenue, Flushing, 11355

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Queens
(A Liberal Religious Community)

the reasons why they’re 
popular is they enable lo-
calities to try to shift the 
tax burden on to non-resi-
dents, non-voters in their 
localities.”

“It’s a political prob-
lem that goes against the 
principal of neutrality,” 
he added. “Good taxes are 

taxes that are neutral. The 
political motivation is clear 
when you try to tilt the tax 
burden to people who don’t 
have a vote.”

The city’s hospitality 
industry has been booming 
in recent years along with 
the increase in tourism, 
and as the industry grows 
so does its political clout.

This election sea-
son Hotel Workers for A 
Stronger Middle Class, 
an independent commit-

tee representing the Hotel 
Trades Council, spent close 
to $430,000 backing candi-
dates, including Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), state Sen. 
Daniel Squadron (D-Brook-
lyn) and city Comptroller-
elect Scott Stringer.

The group also doled 
out another $890,000 to 
other groups supporting 
Quinn in the primary and 
Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio 
in the general election.

Continued from Page 16 
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It’s the most 
     Wonderful Time 
                of theYear...

It’s the most 
     Wonderful Time 
                of theYear...

Post the name of your favorite local charity 
on Facebook.com/RidgewoodBank  
by December 15th and Ridgewood Savings Bank will 
���������	


����������������������������������������

Multiply the good this holiday seasonMultiply the good this holiday season
Your favorite local charity could receive $1,000!Your favorite local charity could receive $1,000!

will
�������

ceive $1,000!iceive $1,000!ceive $1,000!

m u l t i p l y  t h e  g o o d

May your holidays be merry and bright. 
Best wishes to all for a healthy, happy 

and prosperous New Year.

May your holidays be merry and bright. 
Best wishes to all for a healthy, happy 

and prosperous New Year.

www.ridgewoodbank.comSee branch for details or visit us on Facebook.com/RidgewoodBank    Member FDIC
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 
A York College stu-

dent who had been missing 
for more than a week was 
found dead inside a Co-
rona home over the week-
end, and authorities were 
working to determine how 
he died, officials said.

Manuel Luna-Ceron, 
27, was last scene at 104th 
Street and Roosevelt Av-
enue Nov. 20, and 10 days 
later his body was dis-
covered early Sunday in 
a house, at 42nd Avenue 
and 111th Street, police 
said. Authorities sent out 
a request for information 
about the missing man 
Nov. 25.

As of Tuesday after-
noon, the medical exam-
iner was still working to 
determine his cause of 
death, a spokeswoman for 
the office said.

Police said authorities 

were called to the multi-
family residence to inves-
tigate a foul order at about 
2 a.m., and Luna-Ceron, 
who had a tattoo of the 
word “Luna” and a moon 
on his left arm, was found 
inside a bedroom on the 
third floor. He was uncon-
scious and not responsive, 
and when emergency re-
sponders arrived at the lo-
cation, he was pronounced 
dead, according to police. 
It was unclear if he lived 
in the home where he died, 
an NYPD spokesman said.

There were no arrests, 
and an investigation was 
ongoing, police said.

A woman who identi-
fied herself as Lupe and a 
next door neighbor said 
two men and a woman 
lived in the house’s up-
stairs apartment, where 
he was found.

She spotted an ambu-
lance on the street at about 

2 a.m., and then several 
hours later police vehicles 
arrived.

York College in Ja-
maica sent out a message 
to students and staff Tues-
day, saying that it would 
provide counseling ser-
vices to the college com-
munity.

“The entire York 
College community is 
shocked and dismayed 
by the death of our friend 
and fellow scholar Manuel 
Ceron. Our college is a 
collection of people who 
each contribute their own 
individual magic and 
Manny exemplified that 
fact,” the statement said. 
“Manny brought tremen-
dous enthusiasm to our 
campus and will be deeply 
missed. While we attempt 
to process this tragedy, we 
extend our thoughts and 
prayers to his family and 
everyone who loved him.”

BY BILL PARRY

Corona Plaza was the 
scene of the announcement 
last week launching the 
city’s new Neighborhood 
Plaza Partnership.

City Department of 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Janette Sadik-Khan 
joined City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) to detail the new 
initiative that provides fi-
nancial and logistical sup-
port to 59 pedestrian plazas 
throughout the city.

Using an $800,000 gift 
from JPMorganChase, the 
partnership will provide 
maintenance and landscap-
ing while creating jobs for 
100 former convicts.

“They chose our plaza 
to make the announcement 
because we’re so exempla-
ry,” Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp. President 
Seth Bornstein said at the 

Nov. 26 event.
Corona Plaza was 

an unused space along 
Roosevelt Avenue be-
tween National and 104th 
streets before August 
2012, when Ferreras and 
the QEDC turned it into a 
13,000-square-foot space 
with seating and plant-
ers. In August, the DOT 
announced it would be up-
graded to a permanent pe-
destrian plaza, with more 
seating, improved lighting, 
additional green space and 
seating and a stage for mu-
sical performances. The 

DOT hopes to finish the 
project by 2015.

“Thanks to this inno-
vative partnership we’re 
building a better city,” 
Sadik-Khan said, “not only 
with concrete but through 
new jobs, new local part-
nerships and new opportu-
nities in every borough.”

“Corona Plaza is the 
perfect place to announce 
this visionary philanthrop-
ic gift from Chase,” Ferre-
ras said, “because our com-
munities deserve the same 
kind of public amenity as 

Singer David Byrne (l.) of The Talking Heads joins community lead-
ers at Corona Plaza for launch of pedestrian plaza funding pro-
gram. Photo courtesy QEDC

DOT unveils project for plazas 
around city at spot in Corona 

York student found dead 
in Corona house: Police

Continued on Page 50
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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“Less influential individu-
als, including volunteer 
county vice chairman and 
ordinary party members 
like Mr. Tabone are simply 
not held to the same stan-
dards of transparency and 
disclosure under the public 
officer’s law.”

Although Tabone of-
ficially held the title of 
co-chairman, federal pros-
ecutors claimed he, and 
not Queens GOP Chairman 
Phil Ragusa, held the par-

ty’s reins.
When asked if he had 

the power to deliver the 
county’s endorsement, Tab-
one allegedly told an under-
cover FBI agent, “I run the 
Queens County Republican 
Party. Nobody else runs the 
party. I run the party.”

Tabone’s request was a 
follow-up to a motion his at-
torneys filed earlier in Sep-
tember when they asked 
that all charges against 
him be dropped.

Toward the end of Sep-
tember Ragusa, represent-
ing the Queens GOP, signed 
an amicus brief supporting 

Tabone’s motion to dismiss 
the charges.

But in early November 
Ragusa filed another let-
ter, saying he received the 
brief during a time when 
the county party was going 
through an election and he 
was undergoing treatment 
for a serious medical condi-
tion.

Ragusa said he did not 
have time to read the brief 
over carefully, and upon 
looking it over he withdrew 
his support.

Last month Savino 
pleaded guilty to all three 
charges Tabone is facing.

here.”
Most of the assembled 

officials credited the studio 
chairman, George Kauf-
man, for taking over an 
abandoned property in 1980 
and building an empire. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
in a statement “in that time 
he’s generated $1.1 billion 
to the state while creating 
hundreds of thousands of 
jobs.”

In remarks that were 
shorter than the stand-
ing ovation that preceded 
it, Kaufman said, “I knew 
that we had the potential 
to turn this neighborhood 
into a thriving production, 
arts and cultural district 
for the city, and I’m proud 
to see that vision is a real-
ity today.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-

side), who played the role 
of emcee for the ribbon-cut-
ting event, grew up on 44th 
Street and would bicycle 
past the area with his sister 
Kim.

“This area was dor-
mant. No people and no 
business and now the 
neighborhood is thriving,” 
he said.

Kaufman Astoria 
Studios is the anchor of 
the new cultural hub that 
now includes the Museum 
of the Moving Image, the 
Frank Sinatra High School 

of the Performing Arts and 
the Queens Council on the 
Arts.

“From a dormant in-
dustrial building, Kaufman 
Astoria Studios has built a 
world-class institution that 
has helped Queens become 
Hollywood East,” said Van 
Bramer. “The addition of 
New York City’s first-ever 
outdoor soundstage puts 
Astoria on the map when it 
comes to producing block-
buster movies in the United 
States.”

Continued from Page 1 

Kaufman

Continued from Page 1 

Tabone

New Hollywood-style entrance to Kaufman Astoria Studio’s open 
air soundstage. The facility boosts film and television production. 

Photo courtesy Dominick Toti

 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.

time. It’s much more effi-
cient now.”

This was Schneider-
man’s fifth town hall-style 
meeting in the last six 
months, but the first in 
New York City. Schneider-
man brought his staff and 
bureau chiefs to explain 
their jobs and answer ques-
tions during a question-
and-answer segment with 
the audience. The wide-
ranging topics included the 
Affordable Care Act, fraud 
connected to rebuilding 
after Hurricane Sandy and 
stop-and-frisk.

 Health Care Bureau 
Chief Lisa Landau said, 
“We’re keeping an eye out 
for fraud, people who say 
they can help you with the 
process.”

She pointed out that 
New York was one of the few 
states with its own website 
and that 77,000 people have 
gotten coverage already.

Civil Rights Bureau 
Chief Kristen Clarke, re-
sponding to a question 
about stop-and-frisk, said, 
“We took a look at what hap-
pens to the 6 percent that 
get arrested. Half result in 
no convictions and one in 
four arrested get dismissed 
before arraignment.”

Schneiderman han-

dled questions on gun 
control himself. His of-
fice crafted the Model Gun 
Show Procedures, designed 
to close the loopholes at gun 
shows in New York.

While the gun lobby 
is well-organized, the at-
torney general said “you 
just have to pry reason-
able people away from the 
extremists. I have a good 
relationship with the other 
side. Some of them get ex-
cited because they’ve never 
seen a liberal. Some even 
want to touch me.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 2 

Meeting
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Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS ADSale Prices Valid December 1st  through December 31st

HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 10% off Windows & Doors and up to 25% off Siding & Roofing

UNIFIEDSYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

SALE DOES 
NOT APPLY TO 

EXSISTING 
ORDERS

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

ROOFING SIDING

MASONRY

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

 • 10% OFF windows and doors / 0% financing or 25% off siding and Roofing • 10% OFF windows and doors / 0% financing or 25% off siding and Roofing • 

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

TL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE in Home
Estimates

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

BOW WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE

ON SALE
$189900

REG.
$289900

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

REG. ON SALE
$15400$34900

REG. ON SALE
$17400

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 96” x 45”

NDOW
FULLY INSTA

ON SALE
STALLE

59900

S

5
G.

INS

$5500
available

ON S
$154
REG.

NT WIN
E UP TO

OUPON

REG

ASEM
USTOM M

D

R
$8

A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 co
 A

C

$

BA
CU

FU

9499449 $

E

N SALEN SALE

$
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99
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ARANTEE
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information,  
phone 718-990-0700 or go to www.queenslibrary.org.

Thousands of       computers to use and  
        workshops to teach you how

GETS ME READY  
FOR SUCCESS

or improving your 
resume

and job training

 

FREE
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Christina Santucci
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Visit the New Veterans’ Art Display  
“There is No Us Without U”  

at 71st Avenue Plaza. 
SPONSORED BY: The NYC DOT Urban Art Program in collaboration with the 
Myrtle Avenue BID, Queens and the VA Space New York Harbor Healthcare 

System (NYHHS) Creative Art Program of Veterans Support Center.  
Special thanks to the merchants on the 71st Ave. Plaza

Myrtle & St. Nicholas Avenues
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604
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BY BRANDON ROBINSON

Leftover turkey and 
holiday shopping could not 
keep children from enjoy-
ing hoops action as Brook-
lyn Nets center Brook Lo-
pez entertained more than 
100 children at his Citi Pro 
Basketball Camp Sunday at 
Queens College’s Fitzgerald 
Gymnasium.

“I really want these 
kids to realize how much 
fun sports can be,” Lopez 
said.

The event was geared 
to youngsters from 7 to 18 
from all over the city. Lopez 
arrived at his camp hours 
after scoring 20 points and 
grabbing nine rebounds in 
the Nets’ 98-97 win against 
the Grizzlies in Memphis 
the night before. Lopez’s 
fans appreciated his taking 
the time out to put on the 
camp and provide a memo-
rable experience.

“It’s awesome. I get to 

meet new people,” said 10-
year old Justine Calcutta, 
of Ozone Park. “Then I get 
to meet Brook Lopez — he’s 
a superstar.”

“She was dying to meet 
him. As soon as I told her I 
was bringing her here, she 
went ballistic,” her father 
Douglas Calcutta said.

During the camp, Lo-
pez played games, signed 
autographs, took pictures 
and fielded questions from 
inquisitive children. In his 
sixth season out of Stan-
ford University, he became 
a first time NBA All-Star 
last season. This season he 
is averaging 20 points and 
six rebounds and recently 
became the ninth player in 
Nets history to reach 6,000 
points.

Lopez recalled that he 
and his twin brother Robin 
Lopez, a player for the Port-
land Trailblazers, partici-
pated in basketball camps 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
liked what he heard and 
so will pupils at an elemen-
tary school and untold 
numbers of passers-by at 
a subway stop in Astoria, 
where subway trains have 
been creating a deafening 
din for years.

What Vallone got was 
word from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
that it plans to install new 
technology on cars of the N 
and Q trains, the air brakes 
of which have signaled 
their arrival at the Ditmars 
Boulevard stop with deaf-
ening blasts.

The noise is produced 
when the conductor applies 
the emergency brake in or-
der to walk to the other end 
of the platform to take the 
train in the opposite direc-
tion.

Vallone has been lead-
ing the fight against the 
disruptive noise since 2012, 

when the noise got even 
worse due to the fact that 
more cars were equipped 
with air brakes.

Last year, Vallone sent 
a letter to MTA Chairman 
Thomas Prendergast de-
manding that something be 
done about the disruptive 
noise, which on a scientific 
noise measurement is as 
loud as a jackhammer.

The MTA responded 
by sending its Car Equip-
ment Division crew to in-
spect all track and subway 

equipment on the lines. 
The study discovered that 
the noise produced by the 
air brakes increases the 
area’s normal or ambient 
sound level by more than 10 
decibels.

The good news arrived 
Monday when the MTA ad-
vised Vallone that it will be-
gin installing what it calls 
“noise dampers” on all the 
cars on the N and Q lines. 
This technology will sig-
nificantly reduce the noise 
level produced by the air 

brakes at the Ditmars Bou-
levard stop without affect-
ing the ability of the train 
crew to hear the brakes be-
ing applied. The dampers 
will be added as the equip-
ment comes in and will be 
completed within the next 
six months.

“The deafening noise 
has been scaring little kids, 
startling our senior citi-
zens and damaging our ear 
drums for too long,” Val-
lone said.

“We commend the 
MTA for working to solve 
this problem and look for-
ward to shopping, working 
and commuting near the 
Ditmars station without 
having this constant ‘ear 
sore’ above our heads.”

The noise also was a 
big negative at PS 85, near 
the stop.

School officials and 
the city Department of Edu-
cation as well as parents 
had appealed for relief from 
the noise at the school.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

An NYPD officer and 
two Albanian immigrants 
have been charged with 
what federal prosecutors 
said was an extortion rack-
et that cost an Astoria res-
taurateur some $24,000.

“The defendants told 
their victim they offered 
‘protection,’ but in real-
ity they peddled fear and 
intimidation through the 
Albanian community — 
their community,” said U.S. 
Attorney Loretta Lynch for 
the Eastern District of New 
York.

“When one victim 
turned to law enforcement 
for help, he was betrayed 
again by a corrupt officer 
on the take, who turned his 
back on his badge, his oath 
and his friend in exchange 
for extortion money in his 
pocket,” Lynch said.

Federal authorities 

identified those charged 
as Redinel Dervishaj, 37, 
of Queens; Officer Besnik 
Liakatura, 34, of Staten 
Island; and Denis Nikolla, 
33, of Brooklyn — all of 
Albanian descent. All are 
charged with Hobbs Act ex-
tortion conspiracy, attempt-
ed Hobbs Act extortion and 
brandishing a firearm. The 
Hobbs Act  covers extortion 
carried out through threat-
ened force, violence or fear.

According to the in-
dictment and court filings, 
Dervishaj and Nikolla de-
manded monthly payments 
from an unidentified res-
taurant owner in exchange 
for “protection” and repeat-
edly issued threats and in-
timidation to ensure com-
pliance.

It began after the vic-
tim opened a restaurant 
in Astoria that was visited 
by Dervishaj, who told the 

Brooklyn Net leads 
Qns. College camp

Astoria eatery owner 
extorted: U.S. attorney

N, Q trains to cut noise at Ditmars

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The United States Ten-
nis Association announced 
the first phase of a $500 
million plan to renovate 
the Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center to the 
Queens Borough Board 
Monday night.

Construction will be-
gin in February on a new 
retractable roof for the fa-
cility, said Danny Zausner, 
the chief operating officer 
of the National Tennis Cen-
ter in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

He described the roof 
as an “an umbrella that can 
open and close.”

“That work will be 
done in three phases and 
sandwiched in the middle 
of those phases will be two 
US Opens, 2014 and 2015,” 
he said.

The new roof, which 
will be completed by Au-
gust 2016, will be 190 feet 
at its peak and will pro-

vide cover from snow. 
“The intent of the roof 
would be that the US open 
would still be an outside 
tournament… it will still 
feel like you’re playing ten-
nis in an outdoor court, 
because you will be,” Said 
Zausner.

“It still is an outdoor 
stadium. It just has a cano-
py above it.”

The USTA will also 
build a new grand stand for 
the facility that will have 
8,000 seats, compared to 
the existing 6,000. The con-

struction of this, however, 
will have to wait until an 
existing roadway is relocat-
ed. Zausner said he expects 
construction on the grand 
stand to start in the spring 
of 2014.

The existing grand 
stand is attached to the Lou-
is Armstrong Stadium and 
the two share facilities. The 
new grand stand will stand 
on its own and will have its 
own infrastructure. 

The USTA has also 
planned to build a new 
Louis Armstrong Stadium, 

but has not finished design 
work on it yet.

The City Council ap-
proved the USTA’s plan to 
expand in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park after it 
promised to give $10 mil-
lion to maintain the park 
space in July.

The USTA’s plan in-
volves a 0.68 acre extension, 
which will accommodate 
increased retail and office 
space along with the recon-
structed facilities and new 
stadium.

USTA announces phase one

A rendering shows what a planned retractable roof would look like sitting atop Arthur Ashe 
Stadium. Rendering courtesy USTA

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

The N train rolls out of the Astoria Boulevard station.
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to seek re-election to an 
eighth term, he would face 
Sisyphean odds. The state’s 
most recent campaign fi-
nance records show dona-
tions to his election com-
mittee ground to a halt 
following his arrest, and as 
of July his war chest con-
tained just under $11,000.

With an apparent 
power vacuum in southeast 
Queens, term-limited City 

Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) seemed like 
the odds-on favorite to walk 
into the District 14 seat if he 
chose to run.

But earlier this week 
Borough President-elect 
Melinda Katz announced 
the councilman will join 
her in Borough Hall as 
her deputy come January, 
opening the field to poten-
tial candidates who would 
have had a rough go run-
ning against Comrie.

Those names include 
Jason Hilliard, a staffer in 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks’ 
(D-Jamaica) office, who has 
been rumored to be eyeing 
the seat, and Clyde Vanel, 
an intellectual law attorney 
from Cambria Heights who 
has been seeking political 
office every opportunity he 
gets.

Vanel lost both his 2009 
bid for Council and his 2012 
campaign for state Assem-
bly by 27 percentage points 
or more, but ended up just 
3 percentage points shy of 
victory in his most recent 
contest for Council.

Continued from Page 4 
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Christ the King High School 
Theatre Production

Christ the King Theatre Production group will be hosting their 
5th Annual Musical Theatre production for local schools in the area.  
This year’s production, A Christmas Carol: the Musical, will have in 
attendance a record number of more than 1,000 students from schools, 
including Notre Dame Academy, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St. 
Adalbert’s, St. Helen’s, Divine Mercy, St. Thomas the Apostle, Sacred 
Heart, IS 128, and PS 58, will attend the this year’s performance. In 
past years, CK Musical Theatre’s production has put on performances 
of Sweeney Todd, Phantom of the Opera, Pippin, and Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast. 

The performance will take place on Wednesday, December 4, 2013 
at 9:00AM in the Hugh P. Kirwan Performing arts Center, located on 
Christ the King Campus, 68-02 Metropolitan Avenue.

The CK Musical Theatre Production will open their five show run of A 
Christmas Carol, the Musical, on Friday, December 6th.  The production 
will conclude its performances on Sunday, December 15th.  Tickets are 
available for general public purchase by visiting www.showtix4u.com 
or www.ctkny.org

Note: Photographers are welcome to take pictures from 8:45AM until show time.

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN REGO CENTER
and QUEENS CENTER

11AM - 8PM • Every 20 Minutes
BUS RUNS: December 7, 8, 14 - 24, 26 - 30

FREE SHOPPING SHUTTLE

FOR THE BEST VALUE
SHOPPING IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!

JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. • REGO PARK • RegoCenter.com

By Subway: M and R to 63rd Drive/Rego Park

By Bus: Q72, Q38 and Q88

By Car: LIE westbound exit 20. LIE eastbound exit 19
Parking garage on 62nd Drive

Taxi stand across from ALDI

equate homes in 2010-12.
• In 2006-08, one in 15 

Queens seniors had too 
little food.

• In 2010-12, more than 
43 percent of soup kitchens 
and food pantries reported 
not having enough food to 
meet demand.

• 86 percent of agen-
cies reported an increase 
in number of people served 
over the past year, with 
72.7 percent of them fami-
lies with children. They 

included large numbers of 
immigrants, seniors and 
the homeless.

• A total of 38.6 percent 
of the agencies reported a 
decrease in private fund-
ing for food in the past 12 
months.

• 43.6 percent reported 
spending personal money 
on occasion to support feed-
ing programs.

• 45.2 percent reported 
having to turn away the 
needy, reduce the amount 
of food to each person or 
curtail hours of operation 
because of a lack of money.

“It is crucial for pro-

grams like SNAP to re-
main strong,” said Abigael 
Burke, of Hour Children in 
Queens. “SNAP is our first 
line of defense supporting 
programs like Universal 
School Luncheon, and sum-
mer meals are crucial food 
pantries and soup kitch-
ens are already strapped. 
We will be hard-pressed if 
faced with future cuts.”

State Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said 
“taking food off the plates 
of the needy to fatten the 
rich is not the American 
way.”

Continued from Page 10 

Hunger
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
FOR THOSE NEARING FOR THOSE NEARING 

RETIREMENTRETIREMENT

Retirement can simul-
taneously excite and 
distress men and 

women as they approach the 
day when they end their ca-
reers. Anticipating the free-
dom can be exciting, while 
concerns about maintaining 
fi nancial independence can 
be stressful. 

Though there are no 
guarantees that people who 
prioritize retirement plan-
ning will not outlive their 
fi nances, those who do ar-
range their priorities in such 
a manner are far more likely 
to enjoy a comfortable re-
tirement without worrying 
about their fi nances. As  you 
approach retirement age, 
taking certain steps to pre-
pare for retirement can put 
you in position to enjoy  your 
golden years to the fullest.

Assess your 
resources.

An honest assessment 
of your assets will help you 
determine a retirement life-
style you can afford. Assets 
can include any property 
you own, investments, sav-
ings, and retirement ac-
counts. Your property may 
be your biggest fi nancial 
asset, but unless you plan 
to sell that property or take 
out a reverse mortgage, then 
you won’t be able to rely on 
that property to fund your 
lifestyle. When assessing re-
sources, keep in mind that 
you might have to pay po-
tentially steep taxes when 
attempting to access any re-
tirement accounts, such as 
a 401(k). Factor in any such 
taxes when assessing your 
retirement resources.

Make a list of your 
monthly expenses. 

Once you have assessed 
your resources, make a list of 
your monthly bills. Mortgage 
payments, healthcare costs, 
taxes, and food are among 
the essentials, while addi-
tional expenses like travel 

and entertainment will need 
to be factored in as well. 
When considering monthly 
expenses, keep in mind that 
some of those expenses, in-
cluding mortgage payments 
and commuting costs, will 
likely disappear, while oth-
ers, including healthcare 
costs, are likely to increase 
signifi cantly. Once you have 
assessed your resources and 
expenses, you can then be-
gin to paint a picture of the 
retirement lifestyle you can 
afford to live. 

Compare the lifestyle 
you want to live vs. 
the one you can af-
ford to live.

Considering your fi -
nances several years before 
you retire affords you the op-
portunity to make changes 
if you determine the retire-
ment you can afford does 
not exactly match up with 
the retirement you want to 
live. After you have fi gured 
out what you can afford, 
compare that lifestyle to the 
one you hope to live. If they 
are one and the same, then 
you did a great job planning 
for retirement. If they are 
slightly or signifi cantly dif-
ferent, then look for ways to 
close that gap. If necessary, 
consult with a fi nancial 
planner, who might be able 
to help turn your dream re-
tirement into a reality. Clos-
ing the gap between your 
dream retirement and the 
one you can afford to live 
may require you to work an 
extra year or two, so be pre-
pared to make that decision 
if need be.

Plan on continuing 
to grow your money. 

Just because you’re re-
tiring does not mean your 
money has to stop working 
as well. You will still need 
to combat infl ation during 
your golden years, so plan 
on continuing to grow your 

Continued on page 34
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

ELDERCARE TODAY

Winter is start-
ing to blow its 
cold winds. That 

means that most people will 
be trading in windbreakers 
and rakes for heavy coats 
and snow shovels. Winter 
can be a beautiful time of 
the year, but the snow and 
ice that covers the land-
scape in a pristine sheet of 
white can present certain 
hazards as well.

Walking on ice can be 
extremely dangerous, par-
ticularly to the elderly, who 
may have mobility issues. 
According to the National 
Safety Council, slips and 
falls are the single largest 
cause of emergency room 
visits. Slip and fall injuries 
also are the third largest 
cause of workplace injuries, 
says the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Many accidental falls oc-
cur from lack of stability or 
poor physical health. How-
ever, come winter, many 
falls can be attributed to 
walking on slippery sur-
faces covered with snow or 
ice. To avoid falls on ice, 
you might want to take cer-
tain precautions.

Change the way you 
walk

Adapting to the slip-
pery conditions could 
help prevent some of the 
falls caused by snow and 
ice. When walking on ice, 
plant feet with toes facing 
outward slightly, and then 
shuffl e along. Hunching 
over a little and extending 
arms outward will help to 
lower your center of gravity 
and also offer a little more 

stability. Take short, fl at 
steps so that the heels and 
toes of your shoes stay in 
contact with the ground as 
much as possible and offer 
maximum surface contact.

Switch shoes
Flat shoes with rubber 

soles are more capable of 
gripping the ice than other 
types of shoes. Contrary to 
popular belief, clunky win-
ter boots may make walk-
ing more diffi cult. Try rain 
boots instead, as rain boots 
typically have fl atter soles. 
There also are many differ-
ent types of shoe ice grips on 
the market that can be added 
to the soles of shoes. They 
easily slip on to offer more 
traction. Whenever possible, 
try to avoid shoes with al-
ready slippery soles or high 
heels. Carry these shoes 
with you and change after 
you are inside.

Remove shoes 
indoors

Slips and falls can happen 
inside a home as well. Many 
people have tile or laminate 
entryways in their homes, 
and these entrances can be-
come quite slippery when 
snow-packed shoes warm up 
and the snow melts, creating 
a wet, slick surface. Avoid 
falls by placing mats by the 
front door and removing 
shoes when you enter. Stash 
a pair of slippers nearby into 
which you can change.

Falls on slippery sur-
faces can be quite danger-
ous, especially for seniors. 
Avoid trips to the emergency 
room for broken bones or 
abrasions by slowing down, 
dressing appropriately, and 
walking on paths that have 
been cleared of snow and 
ice. 

Tips to prevent slips 
and falls this winter

money even after you retire. 
Though it’s best to reduce 
investment risks as you age, 

many retirees still need to 
keep a toe in the investment 
waters. Find a balance you’re 
comfortable with so your 
money continues to grow, but 
be conservative at the same 
time. As you grow older, con-
tinue to reduce your risk. 

While conventional wis-
dom long suggested retirees 
should completely eliminate 
risk from their portfolios, to-
day’s retirees are living lon-
ger than ever before, so you 
likely can’t afford to follow 
the advice of yesteryear.

Walking on ice can be extremely dangerous, particularly to those 
people who already may have mobility problems. 

Finances
Continued from page 33
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Thank you GuildNet.

Dealing with a loved one’s long term illness can 
mean handling a lot of hassles, like filling out 
paperwork. GuildNet’s long term care plans take 
away the hassles so your loved one can stay safe at 
home.  

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Taking away the 
hassles brought back 
Mom’s smile. 

Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new 
independent lifestyle?

For the best value in senior 
independent living, take a closer  
look at Flushing House! 

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship and 
support in a lively, congenial atmosphere 
at Flushing House, the dedicated, not-for-
profit senior community in the heart of 
Queens. It’s everything you could ask for 
in a quality, affordable senior residence. 
Private apartments with kitchenettes and 
services from $2400/month.

24-hour security
Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
Weekly housekeeping/linen services
Onsite home health agency & clinic
Ongoing recreation/activity programs
Computer learning & fitness centers
Frequent trips in our own van

Call 800-345-4571 to learn about  
United Lifeline — our personal  
emergency response service gives  
seniors independence and safety

For the best value in senior living,  
call us today! 718-762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354 FHOU-056742

Find us on

ELDERCARE TODAY

The cold weather 
brings with it a sea-
son of smiles, the 

fi rst snowfalls and, unfor-
tunately, cold and fl u out-
breaks. While everyone else 
is suffering, there are ways 
you can make it through 
the season unscathed.

It is estimated that a bil-
lion people across North 
America will succumb to 
the cold virus this year. 
Considering there is no cure 
for cold and fl u viruses, pre-
vention remains a person’s 
best option at fending off 
cold and fl u, especially for 
seniors. There are different 
precautions to take that can 
help protect you against 
getting sick or at least re-
duce the frequency and se-
verity with which cold and 
fl u strikes.

Here are ways to im-
prove your odds.

Wash your hands the 
right way

Washing your hands fre-
quently remains the single-
best way to keep viruses 
and bacteria that can make 
you sick from infi ltrating 
the body. Washing your 
hands for at least 20 seconds 
can effectively remove any 
dirt, grime and invisible in-
vaders.

Skip antibacterial 
products

Because colds and the 
fl u are the result of viruses, 
which are different in behav-
ior and structure from bac-
teria, they will not be killed 
off with the use of antibacte-
rial products. What you may 

succeed in doing is killing 
off any benefi cial bacteria on 
your hands as well as creat-
ing resistant bacteria that 
form with over-use of antibi-
otics and antibacterial prod-
ucts.

• Get the fl u shot. There 
is no vaccination to prevent 
the common cold, but there 
are immunizations that can 
help reduce your risk of get-
ting the fl u or help minimize 
its severity. Doctors’ offi ces, 
clinics, and even pharmacies 
all offer annual fl u shots.

 Use sanitizer on 
house items

Surfaces that are fre-
quently touched should be 
wiped down with a disinfec-
tant product. A bleach-and-
water solution is an effec-
tive sanitizer. 

How to stay healthy when 
the ‘sick season’ arrives
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The Calvary@Home Nurse.
The same world-renowned compassion and care

right in your very own home.
Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most important 
decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a century, Calvary 
Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain management and 
emotional comfort to patients suffering from advanced cancer and other 
chronic and acute terminal illnesses. The same Calvary discipline of 
unique compassion and care is also provided by our home care and 
hospice teams right in your very own home or select nursing homes. It’s 
called Calvary@Home. Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home 
is considered one of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for 
your patient, but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s 
another reason why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life 
Continues. Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

tient Services

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

 

  

We Salute Helen Marshall
for her outstanding service to Queens

For advertising information 
call Brian Rice at 718-260-4537 

or email brice@cnglocal.com

Join Queens’ 
Times Ledger newspapers 

in recognizing 

Helen Marshall 
for 12 years of achievements in a special 

retrospective supplement 
on December 27th
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HISTORIC HOUSE TOUR OFFERS GLIMPSE INTO HOW QUEENS RESIDENTS CELEBRATED CHRISTMAS OVER THE YEARS

HOME 
RS GLIMPSE INTO HOW QUEENS RESIDENTS CELEBRATED CHRISTMAS O

for the holidaysfor the holidays

No place like No place like 

BY ALEX PALMER

Those interested in getting 
an in-person taste of how Queens 
once celebrated the holidays are 
in luck. 

The Queens Historical Soci-
ety hosts its 26th annual Holiday 
Historic House Tour on Sunday, 
Dec. 8, offering a first-hand look 

at seven historical sites and how 
Queens residents celebrated the 
holidays throughout the centu-
ries.

The tours run from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., and participants can 
go at their own pace, exploring 
the different houses in any order 
they like. 

But regardless of which or-

der participants follow the tour, 
it would be best to begin at King-
sland Homestead, 143-35 37th 
Ave. in Flushing, a late 18th-cen-
tury home and the headquarters 
for the Queens Historical Soci-
ety. Musical performances will 
be taking place there through-
out the day, not to mention a gift 
shop will be open as well.

“As you’re moving and 
progressing, going from house 
to house, you go from era to 
era learning about family and 
homes and a piece of history 
from these different times,” said 
Ellissa Fazio, executive director 
of the Queens Historical Society. 
“You can go to any house at any 
time and learn something differ-
ent.”

Other stops on the tour 

include the Voelker Orth Mu-
seum, Bird Sanctuary and Vic-
torian Garden,149-19 38th Ave. 
in Flushing, which dates back 
to 1891 and provides a peek into 
Victorian era holiday décor as 
well as the Lewis H. Latimer 
House Museum, 34-41 137th St. 
in Flushing, which will be serv-
ing traditional holiday refresh-
ments.

Continued on Page 43The Bowne House is located at 37-01 Bowne St. in Flushing. Photo courtesy Queens Historical Society
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

If you ever visit Japan, unless 
you’re part of the 1 percent, you 
will probably eat a lot of ramen.  It 
may be the only thing you can af-
ford to eat there.  It’s Japan’s most 
beloved restaurant comfort food.  
In the last few years, a sort of ra-
men craze has taken hold in New 
York, and ramen places have pop-
ping up like hidden charges on a 
phone bill.

Don’t worry — it bears little 
resemblance to the slacker food in 
the cheap packages that you sub-
sisted on in college.  The Japanese 
take their chicken noodle soup re-
ally seriously.  On a recent visit 
to Tamashii on Broadway in As-
toria, we learned that their soup 
“is made daily using whole chick-
ens and five different vegetables 
which are simmered together for 
14 hours. More than three types 
of seafood and medicinal herbs 
are added for a well-rounded taste 
and for better absorption of nu-
trients into the body.”  Japanese 
penicillin, huh?

Tamashii offers a deep se-
lection of what it labels “tapas 
(side dishes).”  Call them what 
you like, they are an assortment 
of Japanese snack foods.  The 
beef and shitake would make an 
ample meal for one diner or an 
appetizer for two or three.  It is 
described as “pan fried beef and 
mushrooms marinated in spe-
cial soy sauce.”  Elsewhere on the 
menu they claim “We use tamari 
soy sauce, a special soy sauce that 
was reserved for Japanese roy-
alty. (No wheat addition).”  Good 
news if you’re one of those people 
who avoids gluten.  The beef and 
mushies were ample, tasty, if a lit-
tle overly sweet.  Along with the 
special soy sauce they must have 
slipped in quite a bit of sugar.

The other tapas we tried, 
Kaki fry (breaded fried oysters) 
and Ika kara age (breaded and 
fried squid) were disappointing.  
In both cases, between the crisp 
panko exterior and the seafood 
heart lurked a layer of something 
soft and gummy.  It was as if the 
seafood had been surrounded by 

the interior of a slightly under-
cooked potato croquette.

Beverages at Tamashii are 

worthy of mention.  Along with 
enough of a sake selection to mer-
it its own list, and several Japa-
nese beers, you can get adventur-
ous.  They offer Calpico in three 
flavors, a milky soft drink that is 

wildly popular in Japan, and mul-
tiple flavors, sweet or not, of Itoen 
tea.  There’s also soju for serious 
drinkers, and Bokbunja, a Ko-
rean fruit wine made from wild 

Japanese noodles star of Astoria eatery’s menu
Tamashii Ramen on Broadway serves up comfort food just like they prepare it back in Tokyo 

Tamashii Ramen on Broadway in Astoria offers authentic Japanese noodle dish-
es. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

Continued on Page 40

IF YOU GO
Tamashii Ramen

29-05 Broadway
Astoria, NY 11106
(718)278-5888

www.tamashiiny.com
Price Range: Appetizers $3.50—7.95, 
Mains $11—13 (most mains $2 less for 

lunch)
Cuisine: Japanese ramen
Setting: Small, traditional.

Service: Friendly, helpful, bilingual
Hours: Sunday to Saturday from 

Noon - 11pm
Reservations: No

Alcohol: Wine and Beer
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
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$23.95

PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$25.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

1
Valid only for 5 or less people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

1 of 3 Choices

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

11-01 43rd Ave., LIC, NY 11101
Phone: 212-319-7000
Email: events@zhotelny.com
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

$125*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight 
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format
$39.95* * for open bar only

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE COUPLES PACKAGE

$545*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format

PRIORITY SEATING FOR BOTTLE SERVICE
Please contact Z NYC Hotel for pricing 

After midnight, admission will be $30 per person.
Cocktail Attire is required! No jeans or sneakers. Dress code will be enforced.

*plus tax and service per person

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

HOLIDAY

Wreath Making Workshops 
— Attend one of six workshops 
at the Queens County Farm 
and take home an evergreen 
wreath. All materials are 
provided, but bring a garden 
shear. Registration is required.
When: Saturday, Dec. 7 and 
Sunday, Dec. 8, at 10 am, Noon 
and 2 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $20/per person, per 
wreath
Contact: (718) 347-3276, ext. 
301

Winter Solstice Celebration 
and Tree Lighting — Get 
into the holiday spirit with 
an afternoon of family fun 
including a winter garden tour, 
crafts, music and photos with 
Santa.
When: Sunday, Dec. 8, from 

12:30 pm to 5 pm, Tree Lighting 
at 4:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free (additional fees for 
crafts and Santa photos)
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Flushing Historic House 
Tour — Seven historic sites 
in Flushing open their doors 
to celebrate the season with 
activities, refreshments and 
histories of the places. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 8, from 1 
pm to 5 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 
Voelker Orth Museum, Lewis 
Latimer House, The Friends 
Meeting House, Flushing Town 
Hall, The Bowne House and the 
Louis Armstong House
Cost: $12/adults, $10/advance, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 939-0647, ext. 17
Website: 
HolidayHouseTour2013.

eventbrite.com

Queens Symphonic Band — 
Music Director Bernard Road 
leads the group in its 43rd 
winter concert, which features 
solos for “An International 
Holiday.”
When: Sunday, Dec. 8 at 2 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $8/at door, $5/seniors 
and students

Holiday Pops with Boston 
Pops Esplanade Orchestra 
— Conductor Keith Lockhart 
leads the Pops in a concert of 
traditional holiday music. Santa 
will even drop in during the 
show’s fi nale. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 8, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Kupferberg Performing 
Arts Center at Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $50 to $120
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
December 6-12, 2013

By Ed Canty

Me(n)tal Work
Across

1. African capital
6. "Haste makes waste," e.g.
11. On, as a lamp
14. Amount of evidence?
15. 7 to 10 on the Beaufort Scale
16. Chicago-Detroit dir.
17. Where lab dishes may be 
stacked?
19. A patient response?
20. "American Pie" destination
21. Dilly-dally
23. Quits working
26. Competent
27. Certain skirts
28. Mother of mercy?
29. Got the lead out?
30. Abacus part
31. "All the way with ___" 
(political slogan)
34. Big cheese, perhaps
35. Stop
36. Hogwash
37. Ear prefix
38. Bring up the rear?
39. Fifth Avenue sight
40. Ale alternatives
42. Crowd
43. Gloom
45. Critical shortages
46. Flexible
47. Lowest ship deck
48. A pint, maybe
49. How to flunk an ROTC 
inspection?
54. Driving support?
55. Quartz used in marbles
56. Striped critter
57. Typical USNA grad.
58. Man of La Mancha
59. Clear, as a disk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

P E A R L S L I M B A T
O L L I E P A D U A A L E
L O B S T E R R O L L K E N
I N S E T S K L E E N E X

N E S T S U E D
C A B R E H A B T U B E
A I R E N E R O S T E A L
A D O S R O I E A T A
N E W T S E N L S R N A S

S N E E D I E T S S T S
B E N D D I A S

D R S E U S S C R E O L E
B E E C L A M C H O W D E R
U S A A L L O T N E I N S
S I D S E G S G R E A T

Down
1. Look for answers
2. "The Sweetheart of Sigma ___"
3. Computer monitor, for short
4. Kicks back, in a way
5. Became attached to
6. Moorehead of "Bewitched"
7. Stun
8. Baba, for one
9. French copper
10. Coop flier
11. Flop, figuratively
12. As a whole
13. Giggle
18. Nights before the big day
22. "There once" follower
23. Sly character?
24. Part of TSE
25. Collectibles, perhaps
26. Stop
28. Bridge support

30. 4-H functions
32. Ending for air or sea
33. Photo files, in computer lingo
35. Having a good reputation
36. Exotic dancer
38. Some may be hidden
39. A warm heart to heart talk 
(yiddish)
41. "Wheel of Fortune" purchase
42. After-bath powder
43. "The final frontier"
44. "Hello Muddah, Hello Fadduh!" 
singer Sherman
45. Dinner bird
47. "Beetle Bailey" dog
50. Acted like a sap?
51. Org. for frequent strikers?
52. Triage sites, briefly
53. "Norma ___"

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone NY 11357

Dueponti-restaurant.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
Holiday Specials

$55
Prix-fi xe Seven Fishes 

Christmas Eve Dinner

$60
Prix-fi xe New Year’s Eve 

Special Menu

Live Music
Fridays & Saturdays

6:30–9:30pm

Pasta Night
Wednesday & Thursday

$12.95
Pasta, Martini or Wine, 

Soup or Salad
Gluten Free Pasta 

Served Upon Request

Happy Hour
Fridays

Specials 4–7pm

Fine Dining
Nightly

All Baking Done On Premises
Cakes, Pies, Cookies and Macaroons 

Available For Purchase

and/or cultivated Korean 
black raspberries called 
“bokbunja.”

Of course, the ramen 
is the main event here.  We 
were immediately drawn to 
the miso ramen because of 
the assertion “We use ha-
tcho miso, 100 percent soy 
beans that’s been ferment-
ed for two years. It is then 
mixed with 12 beneficial 
ingredients and fermented 
for another month to make 
our miso paste.”  It comes 
with the aforementioned 
miso in a blob on top, to be 

stirred into the broth, and 
pork, bamboo shoots, egg, 
corn kernels, scallion, and 
cabbage.  The broth was 
soul satisfyingly rich, and 
salty.  Other than being a 
bit stingy with the bean 
sprouts, the toppings were 
all first rate.

Champon is a spicy 
seafood version of ramen.  
Here it’s topped with mixed 
seafood, bean sprouts, cab-
bage, onion, scallion and 
egg.  The spiciness packs 
quite a wallop.  They were 
generous with the toppings, 
but we missed the funny lit-
tle fish cake with the pink 
swirl most ramen joints use 
as a garnish.

The Bottom Line
Just like in Japan, 

Tamashii is a sure thing 
when you want a tasty, af-
fordable meal out.  Expect 
to be greeted by the tradi-
tional shout of “Irasshaim-
ase!” (Welcome) when you 
arrive, and expect your 
belly to be full, and your 
wallet not to be empty when 
you leave.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Tamashii
Continued from Page 38
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Add-Ons

Lunch Fare

Specialty Cocktails

Brew Menu

Add-Ons

Farm Fresh Organic Eggs & Such

Benedicts

Country Morning

Kid ’s Menu

Price Fix  $24
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

During the upcoming week-
end, a little bit of Beantown blows 
into Flushing with a crescendo of 
holiday tunes. 

Conductor Keith Lockhart 
and the Boston Pops Esplanade 
Orchestra are set to make their 
first-ever Queens appearance 
at the Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts Sunday. 

“We have played New York 
venues before, like Radio City 
(Music Hall),” Lockhart said. 
“But it’s always cool to come to a 
new place.”

The location might be new, 
but the show will include the or-
chestra’s classic repertoire of sea-
sonal music. 

“We run the gamut from 
Tchaikovsky to (Handel’s) ‘Messi-
ah’ to secular music just for fun,” 
Lockhart said. 

Audience members will also 
be treated to the orchestra’s sig-
nature version of the Christmas 
tune “Sleigh Ride.” 

“‘Sleigh Ride’ is our calling 
card,” Lockhart said. “But ‘The 
Twelve Days of Christmas’ has 

become a literal show-stopper.” 
Sunday’s performance is 

early in the orchestra’s calendar 
of 50 shows between now and 

Christmas Eve. 
It also coincides with the re-

lease of a new CD, “A Boston Pops 
Christmas — Live from Sympho-

ny Hall,” the group’s first foray 
into live recordings. 

“It was recorded over two 
seasons,” Lockhart said. “It catch-

es the energy of the audience. You 
can hear the audience cheering 
and singing.”

Lockhart anticipates the 
man in the fur trimmed red suit 
will drop in for the show’s sing-a-
long finale.

He also expects to spend more 
time in Queens in the future. 

“I’m hoping the concert hits 
the sweet spot,” Lockhart said. 
“And I hope a new tradition is be-
ing established.”

Reach news editor Kevin 
Zimmerman at 718-260-4541 or by 
email at kzimmerman@cnglocal.
com.

Boston Pops ring in holidays at Queens College
IF YOU GO

Holiday Pops Esplanade 
Orchestra

When: Sunday, Dec. 8 at 7:30 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium at the 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $50 to $120
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.org

Conductor Keith Lockhart (r.) brings the Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra to the Kupferberg Center for the Arts at Queens 
College this Sunday. Photo courtesy Stu Rosner
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71-2 8 C ooper  Avenue *  Glend a le ,  Ne w York  11385 *  718 . 821. 8 4 01 

DECEMBER HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS 
AT EDISON PLACE

Open for business 
Christmas Eve, New Years Eve & New Years Day.

Now Booking Holiday Parties for every size and occasion!
Bar and Dinner packages available.

Sunday, December 8th 3-9 PM 
Dinner with Ernie and Connie 

The Von Westernhagens return to the kitchen at 7128 Cooper Ave!

Friday, December 20th
LIVE MUSIC Featuring BOYS NIGHT OUT

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT EDISON PLACE!

Visit us at www.edisonplaceny.com for additional happenings. 

The Sacred Music Chorale 

Of Richmond Hill  Presents

J.S. Bach’s 

Christmas Oratorio
And Holiday Favorites

Sunday, December 8, 2013
3:00 pm

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
86-20 114th Street 

Richmond Hill, NY

$15, $12 Seniors/Students
Children under 12 Free

Reception following performance

 For info call (718) 849-1437

“Latimer worked with 
Thomas Edison — was 
probably the only African 
American employee of his 
— and helped to create the 
incandescent light bulb,” 
Fazio said.

While the holiday 
house tour has been taking 
place for more than a quar-
ter century, this will be the 
first year that the Louis 
Armstrong House Museum, 
34-56 107th St. in Corona, 
will be included as part of 
the agenda. Visitors to this 
National Historic Land-
mark built in 1910 will be 
able to check out the period 
decorations while enjoying 
rare audio recordings of 
Satchmo himself reading 
Clement Clark Moore’s fa-
mous poem “A Visit from 
St. Nicholas.” 

The Friends Meeting 
House, 137-16 Northern 
Blvd., the first house of 
worship in Flushing will be 
hosting the John Scardina 
Musical Ensemble through-
out the day, while members 
of the Bowne House His-

torical Society, 37-01 Bowne 
St. in Flushing, will offer a 
talk on traditional Ameri-
can Christmas customs. 

Rounding out the lo-
cations is Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd. 
Built in 1862, the building 
offers a history of dignitar-
ies, such as P.T. Barnum and 
Tom Thumb, who visited 
the borough. It also staged 
operas and even included a 
jail cell in the building.

Anyone concerned 
that their feet might get 
tired from strolling from 

house to house does not 
have to worry, as the His-
torical Society will be pro-
viding shuttles between the 
properties.

“The main goal is to 
have people realize that 
these historic houses are 
just right around them,” 
says Fazio. “Some of these 
homes have been here since 
the 1700s — they’ve been 
sitting here the whole time 
and a lot of people have 
probably walked by them 
a hundred times without 
realizing.”

More information on 
the tour is available at the 
Queens Historical Society’s 
website, queenshistoricalso-
ciety.org. 

TOUR
Continued from Page 37

Get a peek at how Victorians 
celebrated the holidays at 
the Voelker Orth Museum on 
38th Avenue in Flushing. 
Photo courtesy Queens Historical Society

IF YOU GO
Holiday Historic House 
Tour

Sunday, Dec. 8 from 1 
pm to 5 pm
Advanced tickets are 
$10 and available at 
HolidayHouseTour2013.
eventbrite.com; Day-
of-event tickets are $12 
and can be purchased at 
each of the venues. 
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Cord Meyer Development LLC
26 th  Ave .  &  Be l l  B l vd . ,  Bay s i de   Vis i t  us at  http ://www.bayterrace . com

COME TO BAY TERRACE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
FREE EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

Plenty of 
Free Parking 

VISITS WITH SANTA AND HIS ELF
212-73 26th Avenue (next to the Post Office on the upper level)
(Don’t forget to bring your camera for plenty of photo opportunities.) 

Saturday, December 7th .........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 8th ...........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 14th .......10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 15th .........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 21st ........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 22nd ........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

HORSE & BUGGY RIDES
Starting and ending in front of the professional  

offices on the main level.

Sunday, December 8th .......10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 15th .....10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 22nd .....10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

We make smiles happen for the holidays!

The Bay Terrace Shopping Center
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

GOOD FOOD • GOOD COMPANY • GOOD TIMES Testaccio Ristorante
47-30 Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City, NY 11101

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

P: 718-22-GRILL (718-224-7455)
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Benjamin Cardozo High 
School was in danger of 
dropping the first set for 
the second straight playoff 
match in girls’ volleyball 
and again refused to be 
closed out.

Much of that was 
thanks to the presence of 
6-foot-2 outside hitter Anja 
Malesevic. The Serbian im-
port was the X Factor in her 
first season in the United 
States. The senior gives the 
Judges a dominant hitter to 
finish off rallies that other 
teams in the league just 
didn’t posses.

“There are not many 
[teams] this year who have 
a player who can do that,” 
Cardozo Coach Danny Sca-

rola said.
Malesevic recorded 

five straight kills to help 
rally Cardozo from six 
points down in the first set 
to win it. That put the top-
seeded Judges on their way 
to a 25-23, 25-12 victory over 
No. 2 Midwood in the PSAL 
Class A girls’ volleyball fi-
nal Nov. 26 at Hunter Col-
lege. It is Cardozo’s third 
title in the last four years. 
Malesevic finished with 19 
kills.

“It’s a blessing really 
to have her on the team,” 
said Judges’ setter Jessica 
Yin, who had 19 assists.

None of Malesevic’s 
success would have been 
possible without the hustle 
of teammates after the 
Hornets (13-1) took a 22-17 

lead in the first set. Two 
Midwood errors opened 
the door for the comeback 
and Cardozo (14-0) made 
sure to capitalize. Rachel 
Ng (19 digs), Megan Lou, 
Nicole Kim, Alyssa McAd-
ams, Whitney Young and 
Yin scrambled all over the 
court to dig out balls and 
help keep rallies alive.

“Get it up in the air,” 
Scarola said. “We will make 
a play. It was all heart.”

Midwood, which took 
a set off the Judges in the 
regular season, went up 23-
21 before Malesevic scored 
the next five points, two 
after long rallies. Her first 
kill of the rally just hit the 
back line to keep the Judges 
from moving a point away 
from losing the set. Cardo-

zo, with help from the serv-
ing of Ng, scored the first 
four points of the second 
set to immediately put Mid-
wood back on its heals.

Winning a city title 
was an amazing experience 
for her after coming from 
a country where club, not 
high school volleyball, is 
big. She was appreciative 
of the strong support from 
fans and got a history les-
son from Scarola afterward 
when he showed her all the 
times Cardozo’s name was 
on the championship tro-
phy.

“I never felt such a feel-
ing,” Malesevic said. “This 
is the first time in my life. 
I’m able to describe it. 
All my emotions went out 
there. I left my heart on the 
floor.”

She and Cardozo got to 
the final by taking a tight 
first set in almost identical 
fashion in a 25-18, 25-21 win 
over No. 4 Brooklyn Tech. 
The Engineers led 20-18 be-
fore two Brooklyn Tech er-
rors began another Judges 
charge. This time Male-
sevic scored the final three 
Cardozo points to close out 
the set during a 6-0 service 
run by Yeung.

“When we started 
serving and we got the ball 
back, that’s when we start-
ed playing our game,” Ye-
ung said. “I was just trying 
to keep it in, get my team 
back in the game.”

It was all part of the 
process of regaining the ti-
tle after falling in the semi-
finals last season. It made 
all the work to get it done 
worth it.

“We worked hard,” Yin 
said. “Now we won it all, so 
it felt good.”
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
C.J. Davis knew some-

thing was different not be-
cause of what he saw, but 
because of what he didn’t 
hear.

The booming voice 
of legendary Archbishop 
Molloy Coach Jack Curran 
wasn’t emanating from the 
bench during a 65-27 season 
opening win against James 
Monroe in Briarwood Sat-
urday night. It was the start 
of the first boys’ basketball 
regular season without 
Curran, who died at 82 in 
March, at the helm of the 
Stanners.

“He’s usually the one 
that’s yelling,” said the 
Columbia-bound Davis. 
“It was a lot quieter on the 
bench. It just wasn’t the 
same.”

The school remem-
bered Curran respectfully 
with a moment of silence 
before the game. The play-
ers all wore basketball 
patches with the letters 
J.C. on them to honor their 
former mentor. New Coach 
Mike McCleary, Curran’s 
assistant for 15 seasons and 
the Molloy athletic direc-
tor, said the school didn’t 

want to overdue a tribute, 
but Curran’s immense im-
portance needed to be hon-
ored.

“We can never do 
enough,” he said.

The game not only 
closed a more than five-
decade-long chapter in 
New York City basketball 
history, but signaled a new 
beginning for the Molloy 
program under McCleary. 
Senior guard Gabe Kilpat-
rick said life at the school 
has been different without 
Curran, who could always 
be found by the players in 
his office. McCleary brings 
stability and is slowly fill-
ing the “deep hole” Kilpat-
rick said was left in Cur-
ran’s absence.

“I think Coach Mc-
Cleary is helping us a lot,” 
Kilpatrick said. “He is 
making us feel like we are 
Molloy, still Molloy.”

He is doing so by tweak-
ing Curran’s teaching to fit 
the Stanners’ young, ath-
letic and guard-orientated 
roster. He is trying to make 
Molloy play a more up-tem-
po style and is giving his 
players more freedom to 
create offensively.

Continued on Page 49

Molloy starts season 
without Jack Curran

Dozo wins volleyball title
Judges rally against Midwood to capture PSAL Class A crown

New Molloy Coach Michael McCleary (c.) shouts instructions at his 
team from the bench. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cardozo volleyball players celebrate their victory. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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The Christ the King 

boys’ basketball team 
thinks it has more to prove 
than in recent years.

The Royals, despite 
coming off its second state 
Federation Class AA title 
in three years, graduated 
Division I players like Jon 
Severe and Malik Harmon 
and Jordan Fuchs, who is 
playing football at UConn. 
Christ the King doesn’t 
return the same proven 
household names as fellow 
CHSAA favorites Bishop 
Loughlin and Cardinal 
Hayes, but that doesn’t 
mean they aren’t talented.

“I know how good my 
guys are, but we haven’t 
played a game yet, so no-

body knows how good they 
are,” CK Coach Joe Arbi-
tello said.

What we do know is 
sophomore Rawle Alkins 

is regarded as having a 
chance to be the next great 
player in New York City. 
The 6-foot-4 wing burst on 
to the scene late last sea-
son. He scored 12 points and 
grabbed seven rebounds in 
the Royals’ Federation title 
game win over Long Island 
Lutheran.

“I feel my role this year 
is to do a little bit of every-
thing,” Alkins said.

Arbitello isn’t looking 
for him to be the team’s 
leader just yet. That role 
belongs to senior center 
Adonis Delarosa and point 
guard Andre Walker. Walk-
er has been the team’s best 
player in the preseason in 
Arbitello’s mind and a kid 
who can get a triple-double 
on any night.
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Kim Barnes Arico is 
surrounded by Michigan 
blue and yellow every day 
she goes to work at Ann Ar-
bor, but still can’t believe 
what she is seeing.

The former St. John’s 
University women’s basket-
ball coach and Long Island 
native remembers she is a 
long way from home and 
the New Jersey high school 
gyms where her career be-
gan.

“She walks in every 
day and says, ‘Can you 
believe we are at Michi-
gan right now? ‘We are at 
Michigan. It’s Michigan,’” 
said Wolverines director of 
basketball operations Amy 
Mulligan, who was Barnes 
Arico’s sports information 
director at St. John’s.

For Barnes Arico, 

those moments, which may 
continue, are also times 
of reflection to remember 
how she got there. She is a 
rare breed of coach.

The 43-year-old was 
never an assistant and 
worked her way up from 
high school to Division III 
to Division II and eventu-
ally Division I at St. John’s. 
When she took over the Red 
Storm in 2002, they were 
considered one of the worst 
programs in the country 
before she turned them 
around.

“I’ve been down at 
the bottom,” Barnes Arico 
said.

St. John’s has now 
been to four straight NCAA 
tournaments and its first 
Sweet 16 came in Barnes 
Arico’s final year (2011-12). 
The journey helped develop 
a blue-collar mentality she 
has never lost.

“If I have to shovel the 
driveway, I’ll shovel the 
driveway,” Barnes Arico 
said. “If I have to take out 
the trash, I’ll take out the 

trash, because that’s who I 
am.”

She took those lessons 
with her to Michigan. She 
didn’t change what worked 
despite a bigger stage and 
better resources. Barnes 
Arico remains down to 
earth and approachable 
and kept the underdog 

mentality that worked at 
St. John’s.

“She’s still the same 
person,” said assistant 
Coach Joy McCorvey, who 
played for Barnes Arico on 
the Red Storm.

She is preaching that 
while the men’s basketball 
and football programs at 

Michigan are nationally 
known and have won cham-
pionships, women’s basket-
ball is not at that level yet. 
It hit home with her play-
ers.

“Everyone was able to 
jump right in and buy into 
what she was saying,” Wol-
verines junior guard Nicole 
Elmblad said. “She was re-
ally leading by example 
with everything she talked 
about.”

Barnes Arico draws 
similarities between Mich-
igan and St. John’s, a pro-
gram she still keeps up with. 
The Wolverines are coming 
off a program record 22 
wins and a second-round 
loss in the NCAA tourna-
ment, similar to what the 
Red Storm did with a senior 
group in 2006.

Michigan is currently 
5-3 after splitting two games 
at the Barclays Center last 
weekend. It also has a na-
tionally ranked recruiting 
class coming in next sea-
son. Barnes Arico believes 
that group can transform 

Michigan like the class fea-
turing Nadirah McKenith 
and Shenneika Smith did at 
St. John’s.

Barnes Arico hasn’t 
stopped connecting with 
the New York City area’s 
top talent. Her incoming 
players include Cardinal 
Spellman senior wing Ma-
ria Backman this year 
and next season Cambria 
Heights native Lauren 
“Boogie” Brozoski, the 
Long Island Lutheran point 
guard.

“The fact that she still 
comes home and has that 
New York culture says a 
lot,” Backman said.

In order for Barnes 
Arico to keep doing that, 
she needs to remain true to 
herself and the ideals that 
landed her at Michigan.

“I think that is the 
most important thing for 
me — to remember where I 
came from and how I got to 
where I am,” she said.

It’s that perspective 
that will allow her to reach 
even greater heights.

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Christ the King team sights on 
second-straight Federation title

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Steve Lavin knew Ja-

Karr Sampson had more 
to give, and the St. John’s 
University coach just had 
to make him believe it.

Sampson, last season’s 
Big East Rookie of the Year, 
did not score in the first 
half and took just one shot 
as his team trailed by as 
many as 15 points. Lavin, 
the St. John’s men’s basket-
ball coach, said he told the 
sophomore to shake off any 
fatigue from an overtime 
loss to Penn State the night 
before and play with more 
energy.

“I wanted to from the 
beginning for the game, but 
I just got off to a bad start,” 
Sampson said. “I just decid-
ed to come out and be more 

aggressive.”
Sampson went on to 

score all 16 of his points in 
the second half to lead St. 
John’s to a 69-58 win over 
Georgia Tech in the conso-
lation game of the Barclays 
Classic Saturday afternoon 

in Brooklyn. Sampson’s 
scoring and an effective 
full court press resulted 
in a game-changing 24-5 
second-half run.

“Today was about ag-
gression,” Lavin said. “It 
was a bounce-back win for 
our team and there was ag-
gression on display on both 
ends of the floor.”

St. John’s (5-2) and its 
pressure turned Georgia 
Tech over 11 times after 
the break and held them 
to just eight field goals on 
22.2 percent shooting. The 
Yellow Jackets (5-3) went 
scoreless for more than 7:00 
and found themselves down 
53-46 with 6:26 left to play in 
the game.

“For us, the press adds 
that dimension of scoring 

Sampson carries Red Storm 
to win over Georgia Tech

JaKarr Sampson goes up for 
a shot during the consolation 
game of the Barclay’s Classic. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Christ the King’s Rawle 
Alkins takes the ball up for a 
dunk in a previous game. 

Photo by William Thomas

Former SJU coach stays true to her roots
Kim Barnes Arico fi rst led high school team before working up to role at University of Michigan

University of Michigan Coach Kim Barnes Arico com-
municates with her team from the sidelines. 

Photo courtesy Martin Vloet/University of Michigan
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King lauded 

its depth in the preseason 
and put it on display in its 
opener.

The Royals girls’ bas-
ketball team had eight of 
the 11 players who saw the 
court score in a 60-44 win 
over visiting Moore Catho-
lic in a CHSAA crossover 
game Sunday night. The 
Mavericks, which have just 
nine players on its roster, 
ended CK’s season last year 
in the Catholic state quar-
terfinals. This time Christ 
the King was able to grind 
out a win.

“They didn’t have a lot 
of bodies,” Royals forward 
Kollyns Scarbrough said. 
“We took that to our advan-
tage. Our game plan was to 
run, run and run and make 
sure everybody is tired.”

Her team trailed Moore 
26-22 at the half with Duke-

bound star Sierra Calhoun 
in foul trouble. The senior 
wing and her team came 
alive after the break. They 
ripped off a 13-3 run over 
the third and fourth quar-

ters to take a 46-34 lead with 
6:15 left in the game.

“When the ball moves, 
that’s how people get open 
shots and we don’t have to 
force anything,” Caldwell-

bound guard Kristen Drog-
sler said.

Calhoun scored 10 of 
her 12 points in the sec-
ond half, to go along with 
seven rebounds, seven as-

sists and five steals. Scar-
brough, headed to Siena, 
scored 12 points and Do-
minique Toussaint added 
11. Shannon Barrett and 
Sydney Zambrotta also 
scored during the game-
changing spurt. Gabriella 
Rubin paced Moore with 18 
points.

“We always knew that 
we were really deep, but 
we wanted to see how we 
played in a game,” Scar-
brough said.

The second half was a 
refreshing sight for Royals 
Coach Bob Mackey. He saw 
his bench propel his team 
to victory after shaking off 
a slow start.

“We got after it,” Mack-
ey said. “We just weren’t go-
ing to setting for just com-
ing down and looking at 
open threes.”

St. Francis Prep 37, 
St. John Villa 34: Sofia 
Recupero scored nine of 

her game-high 13 points 
in the fourth quarter and 
grabbed 15 rebounds for 
St. Francis Prep (1-0). She 
got off to slow start, but a 
three-point play to open 
the final frame gave her the 
confidence she needed. Re-
cupero handed the Terriers 
(1-0) their first lead with a 
steal and a layup to make it 
29-28 with 3:11 left to play.

“I just fed off of that,” 
Recupero said.

Villa got within 33-30 
late, but a Recupero layup 
and two right corner jump-
ers from Monica Zhivanaj 
put the game away. Kayla 
Hourany, who fouled out, 
scored 11 points for the Ter-
riers and Dorothy O’Neill 
led Villa with nine.

“I wish we would have 
won by a lot more and I re-
ally think we could have, 
but it’s still a win and it’s 
going to feed onto more,” 
Recupero said.
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“I want to open up 
driving lanes as much as 
possible so we can attack 
the rim,” McCleary said.

Molloy has one of the 
city’s best guards and pen-
etrators in Davis, a three-
year varsity player and 

another athletic wing in 
Kilpatrick. The duo com-
bined for 29 points against 
Monroe.

McCleary said 6-foot-5 
senior forward Jayson Cel-
houte was the team’s best 
player in the preseason and 
classmate Michael Buckley 
has shot the ball well. Su-
per athletic sophomores Is-
sac Grant and Aaron Walk-

er join them and explosive 
junior guard D’Ante War-
ren, who won a junior var-
sity city title last season. 
The group is beginning to 
mesh.

“Coach McCleary is 
making it easy,” Kilpatrick 
said. “He is bringing new 
ideas to practice, continu-
ing what coach [Curran] 
did.”

flurries, to be able to put 
points in bunches,” Lavin 
said.

Sampson got the whole 
thing started by scoring 
seven points during the 
game-changing run. His 
free throw with 8:29 left to 
play gave St. John’s its first 
lead at 47-46. D’Angelo Har-
rison led all scorers with 
21 points for the Johnnies. 
Sir’Dominic Pointer had 
nine points and five steals 
and Chris Obekpa added 
six blocks. Robert Carter 

Jr. and Trae Golden paced 
Georgia Tech with nine 
each.

It was the third time 
this season the Red Storm 
had to try to rally from a 
double-digit deficit and the 
first time they succeeded. 
St. John’s fought back from 
18-down against Wisconsin 
in its season opener and 
came back after being 15 
in the second half against 
Penn State Friday only to 
let a two-point lead get away 
in the closing seconds. The 
Red Storm, which was down 
19-4 in the first half, as the 
competition gets tougher, 
is looking to find that same 

energy at the beginning of 
a game.

“That’s what we are 
looking for,” Harrison said. 
“We got to make it happen 
if we are trying to beat the 
Creightons and the Villno-
vas, the Marquettes so we 
have a lot of work to do.”

The two games at Bar-
clays were baby steps for-
ward in Lavin’s mind, after 
calling the performance 
against Penn State his 
team’s best of the season.

“If you can combine 
elements of today with last 
night than that’s hopefully 
what we grow into,” Lavin 
said.

“Andre is going to have 
a humongous year for us,” 
the coach said.

The 6-foot-10 Dela-
rosa lost 40 pounds. He is 
running the floor better, 
quicker off his feet and bet-
ter able to guard players 
smaller and quicker than 
him. Delarosa’s offensive 
game has also expanded.

“He can make the 
15-footer, knock down 
baby hooks now,” Walker 
said. “He has a lot to offer. 
It’s a big problem for other 
teams.”

Depth will not be an 
issue. It will just be a mat-
ter of getting some players 
some experience. Junior 

forward Travis Atson got 
some limited minutes last 
season, but is seen as an 
athletic outside shooting 
threat, who at 6-foot-5 can 
help on the boards. Senior 
guard Bryler Paige is also 

expected to step into a 
starting role. Junior Tahl-
eek Weekes and sopho-
mores Tyrone Cohen and 
Yashawn Bright will be 
important factors off the 
bench.

They are all part of the 
talent the Royals know they 
have on their roster as they 
get set to try to win their 
fourth CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional title in the 
last five years and make a 
run at another state Fed-
eration title.

“Guys don’t really 
know what we are capable 
of at this point,” Delarosa 
said. “They think they lost 
Jon, they are not going to 
be that good. I think we 
can be the best team in the 
CHSAA and I think we are 
going to repeat.”

Curran

Continued from Page 48 

SJU
Continued from Page 48 

CK

Continued from Page 47 

Royals outlast Moore Catholic after slow start

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun runs past Moore Catholic’s Krista Coughlin. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King Coach Joe 
Arbitello talks to his team dur-
ing a time-out of a previous 
game
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ing,” Miekle said.
Ahn’s brother and 

brother-in-law arrived at 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport on a flight 
from Seoul early Wednes-
day morning. Miekle had 
offered to pay their travel 
expenses, but they politely 
refused.

“The MTA stepped up 
and funded it. If they don’t 
want it, we’ll put it in a spe-
cial fund at Lehman Col-
lege, a scholarship fund for 
other nursing students,” 
Miekle said.

Ahn would work the 
6 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. shift in 
the nursery at the Sun-
shine Children’s Home and 
Rehab Center before the 
hour and a half trip back to 

Woodside.
“She wanted to be a 

part of the huge Korean cul-
ture in Woodside, Flushing 
and Astoria,” said Miekle, 
“She also wanted to be close 
to St. Sebastian’s.”

The 5:54 a.m. train from 
Poughkeepsie on which she 
was riding was speeding at 
82 mph when it left the rails 
on a sharp curve near the 
Spuyten Duyvil station in 
the Bronx.

“I was given a special 
briefing,” said U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.). 
“When I heard how fast that 
train was going, I gasped. I 
can just imagine the hor-
ror for those inside. It’s just 
frightening to imagine how 
fast that train was going.”

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board is 
investigating the derail-
ment and has interviewed 

the engineer as well as the 
other crew members.  The 
MTA, which operates Met-
ro-North, has been criti-
cized for not implementing 
new technology sooner to 
prevent train crashes, but 
the agency has said it is 
moving as quickly as it can 
to make the $900 million 
upgrade. by 2015.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who represents Wood-
side, said, “It’s a horrific 
tragedy for all, but losing a 
Woodsider, a hardworking 
woman doing good ... while 
fulfilling her life’s dream 
here in Queens. We mourn 
for her and await the inves-
tigation.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

was 25, they reconnected 
at a pub on Jamaica Av-
enue.

“That was just the be-
ginning of the most won-
derful 11 years of my life,” 
she said. “He is absolutely 
the love of my life.”

Jimmy and Susan Si-
nisi had recently settled 
in Glendale after having 
to move out of Old Howard 
Beach following Hurri-
cane Sandy.

“We felt lucky. While 
we lost pretty much all of 
our worldly goods, Jimmy 
was able to recover the 
hard drive from his Mac,” 
she said, adding that they 
had several bags of cloth-
ing and friends and fam-
ily to stay with until they 
could find someplace else 
to live.

During the day, Jim-
my Sinisi worked as a law 
clerk, but he was also a 
prolific musician, his wife 
said.

Friends at  Neirs Tav-
ern  in Woodhaven, where 
Sinisi frequently played 
shows with his band, 
 Wordy Bums , and often 
came to eat chicken wings, 
remembered him as a hap-
py, respectful man.

“Jimmy always went 
out of his way and did 
things for people,” said 
the tavern’s chef, Daniel 
LaRosa.

LaRosa said the band 
had a unique sound that 
combined hip-hop and 
rock.

“There was nothing 
that Jim liked better than 
to get on stage and spit his 
lyrics and show the crowd 
what he was made of,” his 
wife said.

Sinisi, who was also 
known as “Marvin Gar-
dens,” served as one of 
Wordy Bums’ two emcees 
and also helped to write 
the songs. Susan Sinisi 
sang backup vocals in the 
seven-member group.

“We had our hearts 
ripped from our chests 
today,” the group posted 

on their Facebook page. 
“Jim was the nucleus, the 
catalyst, the engine ... The 
Wordy Bums can never be 
the same without such an 
integral part of this ma-
chine. We are truly blessed 
to have shared the stage 
with him and witness true 
talent.”

The couple celebrated 
Thanksgiving with their 
respective families before 
spending Friday together. 
In the evening, Jimmy Si-
nisi and bandmate Mike 
Palmer went out for burg-
ers.

“Then I kissed him 
goodbye and I said, ‘Have 
fun, bear,’” she said, ex-
plaining that she went to 
bed and was awakened at 
3:05 a.m. by a call from Ja-
maica Hospital.

On Tuesday, a funeral 
was held, and the follow-
ing day loved ones brought 
Jimmy Sinisi’s remains to 
the crematorium.

“It was unbelievable, 
the outpouring of people 
and support and love,” his 
wife said.

and from Forest Hills to 
Jamaica.

“With these resources 
strategically here, they will 
be much more prepared 

to respond as needed any-
where in the borough, re-
ducing response times and 
furthering our life-saving 
mission, he added.

Over the past dozen 
years, the city has opened 
11 new EMS stations and 
Abdo Nahmod, chief of the 
FDNY’s EMS bureau, said 

“this is by far going to be 
the jewel of our EMS bu-
reaus.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

reach agreement on key ap-
pointments.

“I think doing the pub-
lic forums was unique,” 
compared to past speaker 
contests, Weprin said. “I’m 
always one who likes to 
educate the public. I think 
people are more respectful 
of the outcome if they feel 
they’ve been part of the 
process.

“It’s informative for 
some people, even if we’re 
only really talking to the 51 
voters,” he added.

Should Weprin ascend 
to the post he would be 
the second representative 
— the first was Peter Val-
lone Sr. —  from Queens to 
lead the Council since 1989, 

when a U.S.  Supreme Court 
decision abolished the city 
Board of Estimate.

Since then, Speakers 
Vallone, Gifford Miller 
and Christine Quinn (D-
Manhattan) have left their 
stamp on the city’s legis-
lative body and the next 
speaker will lead his or her 
colleagues in a time of tran-
sition.

With the election of 
Democrat Bill de Blasio 
as mayor and a number of 
left-leaning lawmakers, 
the speaker’s race is seen 
as a test of the power of 
the Council’s Progressive 
Caucus, which includes 
Queens Council members 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst), Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
and Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside).

While Weprin is not a 
member of the caucus, he 
said he would like to bring 
a number of progressive 
reforms to the position, in-
cluding a more equitable 
distribution of member 
items and a bottom-up pro-
cess of bringing votes be-
fore the Council.

Quinn was notorious 
for her tight hold on the 
Council’s reins, letting few 
bills she disagreed with 
come up for a vote.

“I’m not opposed to 
having bills come to the 
floor that may not pass or I 
may not agree with. That’s 
called democracy,” Weprin 
said. “My vote is not going 
to be able to hold up any-
thing if other people want 
it. I’m going to weigh in as 
heavily as I can and defend 
the people of my district. 
That’s my job.”

ROP

owner that he had opened a 
business “in our neighbor-
hood” and as a result “you 
have to pay us.”

The restaurant owner 
understood that he was 
targeted because he, like 
the defendants, is of Al-
banian descent, the court 
documents said. The owner 

sought help from his friend, 
Liakatkura, who discour-
aged him from going to the 
police, telling him he had 
no choice but to pay up, the 
court papers said.

Court-authorized wire 
taps of the defendants’ tele-
phones uncovered detailed 
evidence of their efforts to 
maintain control over busi-
nesses in the neighborhood 
through fear, intimidation 
and violence.

Brooklyn prosecutors 
alleged that over a five-
month period each of the 
defendants took turns col-
lecting monthly payments 
from the restaurant own-
er, ultimately collecting 
$24,000.

Liakatkura has been 
suspended from the force at 
the 120th Precinct in Stat-
en Island, the court docu-
ments said.

Continued from Page 30 
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Nurse

like the one he ran over the 
weekend when the brothers 
were younger.

“I’m just 25. I was do-
ing these camps not that 
long ago,” he said.

Growing up in Fresno, 
Calif., the 7-foot Lopez idol-
ized San Antonio Spurs 
center Tim Duncan and 
current Nets teammate 
Kevin Garnett.

“You can’t do better 

than that,” Lopez said. 
“They were two all-time 
great post players.”

During an extended 
Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend with eating high 
on the program, the camp 
created an environment for 
kids to stay active, organiz-
ers said.

“It’s great for kids 
looking up to a guy like 
Brook Lopez, who is in sea-
son and willing to put on a 
clinic like this and spend 
three hours,” said Eric Lie-
bler,  senior vice president 

of Pro Camps, which oper-
ates camps for thousands of 
kids each year on behalf of 
professional athletes. 

“I really enjoy my time 
hanging with them,” Lopez 
said.

ProCamps is no 
stranger to Queens. Knicks 
forward Carmelo Anthony 
hosted a similar camp at 
St. John’s University and 
Queens College the past 
two summers.

Check out procamps.
com for future clinics in 
the area.

Continued from Page 30 

Lopez

any other.”
Speaking of the cash 

infusion, JPMorgan Man-
aging Director Vincent 
Padula said, “We know that 
capital turns around com-
munities. An investment 
like the one we made spurs 
development in and around 
neighborhoods, strength-

ens the economy and im-
proves the lives of people 
who frequent the plazas 
day to day.”

The launch announce-
ment featured a surprise 
guest. David Byrne, singer 
of The Talking Heads and 
an advocate of public space 
initiatives, dropped by on 
his way to a fund-raising 
performance for the Philip-
pines.

“I’m just here to be 

supportive and hope that 
this kind of initiative con-
tinues around the city,” 
Byrne said.

“We were really glad 
to see him show up,” Born-
stein said. “He’s very com-
mitted to making the city 
more beautiful using pedes-
trian plazas. He’s very sup-
portive and he has a great 
head of white hair to match 
his white jacket.”

Continued from Page 20 

Plaza
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