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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The city approved $42.6 mil-
lion in tax breaks for the develop-
ers of Willets Point Tuesday in 
a move strongly opposed by two 
elected officials from northeast 
Queens.

The New York City Industri-
al Development Agency board of 
directors voted in favor of giving 
developer Queens Development 
Group LLC the subsidies to rede-
velop the blighted 23-acre parcel 
of land into retail, residential and 
commercial space. The Queens 
Borough Board approved the sale 
of the land to the group for $1 in 
November.

The group estimated the de-

velopment would bring more than 
$211 million in tax revenue to the 
city over 25 years and that the 
first phase of the project would 
create 2,600 permanent retail, en-
tertainment and hospitality jobs, 
according to its benefit applica-
tion.

City Comptroller John Liu, 
who sits on the IDA’s board and 
voted against approving the sub-
sidies, said these calculations do 
not provide the full picture.

“The Economic Development 
Corp. defends these tax breaks 
and other subsidies as producing 
a net gain, using calculations that 
do not account for the hundreds 
of millions city taxpayers have 

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

When Whitestone singer 
Frances Cozzolino first heard 
about the Sandy Hook school 
shooting one year ago, she turned 
to music to create a message of 
love for those affected.

“After the shooting, I was re-
ally very shaken by it, and I want-
ed to show support, some kind of 
emotional support for them,” she 
said.

So Cozzolino recorded a cov-
er of a song and posted it on social 
media, asking if there was any-
thing she could do to help after 20 
children and six adults were fa-
tally gunned down at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, 
Conn. Dec. 14, 2012.

“You just feel like you want 
to share something with them be-
cause your heart is breaking for 
them,” Cozzolino said.

The founder of Voices for 
Heroes Sandy Hook, Denise La-
brecque, took notice and asked 
Cozzolino to take part in a com-
pilation CD to raise money for 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Gun violence in South Jamaica has dropped 
precipitously since the City Council implemented 
a pilot program last year based on the Cure Vio-
lence initiative, a project out of the University of 
Illinois-Chicago that approaches violence as a 

City Council committee views

crime as economic deterrent
BY BILL PARRY

 
The longtime curator 

at 5Pointz has packed up 
his aerosol spray cans and 
taken his iconic “Bright 
Idea” light bulbs across the 
East River to Manhattan.

Jonathan Cohen, 
known as Meres One, went 

back to work painting a mu-
ral outside a Nolita clothing 
shop Saturday.

“It was fun to paint 
again, this time stress- and 
worry-free,” Cohen said.

His latest work will 
stay on the wall outside 
Rag & Bone, at 73 E. Hous-
ton St., through the end of 

the month.
Cohen closed his office 

at 5Pointz for good Dec. 1 
after property owner Jerry 
Wolkoff whitewashed the 
350 murals of street art that 
had adorned the warehouse 
complex for the last two de-
cades. It was the first step 

Queens pair
pens song on 
Sandy Hook

Electeds decry 
tax break for 
Willets Point

Avella says developer reaping rewards

Continued on Page 13Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

5Pointz artists fl ee LIC scene

Baxter the Graffiti Cat has relocat-
ed after six years at 5Pointz. He now 
lives across the river in Manhattan. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

PUP ON PARADE

Dakota Doorly holds Raymond, a dog up for adoption at Bobbi and 
the Strays animal shelter, during a tree lighting ceremony host-
ed by Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley and the Ridgewood, Glendale, 
Middle Village Lions Club at the Fred Haller Jr. Triangle in Glendale. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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RegoCenter.com

JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. 
REGO PARK

FOR THE BEST VALUE SHOPPING
IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN
REGO CENTER and
QUEENS CENTER

11AM - 8PM • Every 20 Minutes

BUS RUNS: 
December 15 - 24,

 26 - 30

FREE
SHOPPING SHUTTLE
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in Brooklyn has filed 
court documents seeking to 
seize six properties from a 
Little Neck family charged 
with running a $10 million 
counterfeit accessories and 
apparel ring out of their 
Cambria Avenue home.

Prosecutors said sib-
lings Chee Kwan Yim, 43; 
Chee Kuen Yim, 40; Chee 
Ching Yim, 45; and Regi-
na Ngan, 31, turned their 
mother’s home, at 249-20 
Cambria Ave., into the 
headquarters for Goodies 
Enterprise Inc., a business 
that allegedly imported 
counterfeit clothing, acces-
sories and shoes from Chi-
na and hawked the design-
er knockoffs from Queens 
to California.

On Dec. 2, the federal 
government moved to con-
fiscate properties law en-
forcement officials believe 

the Yim family and its busi-
ness associate, Anthony 
Moresco, 64, used to laun-
der their illicit earnings 
along with $100,828 seized 
during raids of the fam-
ily’s $1.3 million home and 
safety deposit box at Chase 
Bank in Flushing.

The civil  complaint 

outlines the government’s 
claim to the 249-20 Cambria 
Ave. house as well as 42-34 
189th St. in Flushing, 61-12 
213th St. in Bayside, 37-
32 10th St. in Long Island 
City and two properties in 
Florida.

The Suffolk County 
district attorney’s office 

arrested the Yim siblings 
and Moresco in March, af-
ter more than two years of 
monitoring Goodies Enter-
prise.

Goodies Enterprise al-
legedly stored counterfeit 
merchandise in a Queens 
warehouse and then dis-
tributed it to street sales-
men in the New York metro 
area, Florida, Pennsylva-
nia, Illinois, Georgia and 
California, according to 
the DA.

The company bought 
imports cheap and alleg-
edly charged customers 
dramatically more for the 
merchandise, the Suffolk 
prosecutors said. Accord-
ing to the DA, Goodies 
would spend $2 each on 
counterfeit leather hand-
bags and market them on 
the street as Louis Vuit-
ton, Coach, Prada, Chanel 
or Michael Kors products 
with $18 to $25 price tags. 
Goodies Enterprise gear 

could fetch as much as $100 
at “handbag parties” in 
Long Island homes, the DA 
said.

Typically, Louis Vuit-
ton bags cost between $1,000 
and $4,000.

When detectives 
raided the Goodies Enter-
prise warehouse, at 30-60 
Review Ave. in Maspeth, 
this March, they reported 
seizing enough counterfeit 
merchandise to fill a trac-
tor-trailer and seven box 
trucks, the Suffolk DA said. 
According to court docu-
ments, detectives also re-
covered machinery used to 
produce counterfeit trade 
designs along with replica 
badges, buttons and fash-
ion adornments of several 
high-end brands.

Goodies Enterprise 
Inc. funneled its profit 
into property, mortgage 
payments and companies 
controlled by relatives in 
Florida, according to court 

documents. Suffolk County 
DA Thomas Spota said his 
staff’s investigation indi-
cates the Yim family also 
invested the money in jade 
and jewels.

“Records recovered 
during the investigation … 
show that millions of dol-
lars in illegal profits were 
going back to banks in Chi-
na and investments in real 
estate in China, New York 
City, Florida and Califor-
nia,” Spota said in a press 
release.

A grand jury indicted 
the Yim siblings and Mo-
resco in March, charging 
Chee Kwan Yim and Chee 
Kuen Yim, the alleged ring-
leaders, with enterprise 
corruption, trademark 
counterfeiting, money 
laundering and conspiracy. 
The other three suspects 
received fewer charges.

All five have pleaded 
not guilty.

Feds seek property after Maspeth knockoff sting

BY BILL PARRY
 

The Queens congres-
sional delegation has 
turned up the heat on air-
line companies on the issue 
of airplane noise.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) intro-
duced legislation last week 
called the Silent Skies Act, 
which, if it passes, would 
require airlines to stock 
their fleets with quieter 
aircraft.

“While commercial 
aircraft can never be truly 
silent, we can make sure 
they are less disruptive to 
the families who live near-
by and improve the quality 
of life in our communities,” 
Crowley said. “Not just here 
in Queens but throughout 
the country.”

The Silent Skies Act 
will force the Federal Avia-

tion Administration to is-
sue new regulations that 
will phase in quieter en-
gines at a rate of 25 percent 
of an airline’s fleet every 
five years. If Crowley’s bill 
becomes law, it will provide 
for grants to encourage re-
search and development of 

quieter aircraft engines.
“Applying military 

technology to civilian air-
craft is something else we 
should explore,” Crowley 
said.

He added that half a 
million people living un-
der LaGuardia flight paths 

“are impacted by thunder-
ous noise that ends sleep 
and distracts students.”

Even more people live 
around John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport, which 
is why U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) co-
sponsored the bill.

“JFK is an interna-
tional airport that goes 24 
hours a day and our air-
space is the most crowded 
in the nation,” Meeks said. 
“We should get the noisy 
planes out of the system. 
It’s not rocket science.”

“Actually, it is,” 
chimed in Crowley, to much 
laughter.

Lawmakers from ev-
ery corner of the borough 
came to support the bill at 
a Friday news conference 
in LaGuardia’s Marine Air 
Terminal. Airplane noise 
is a growing issue since the 
FAA instituted the NexGen 
system in October. NexGen 
employs global-positioning 
satellites that allow for 
more frequent takeoffs and 
landings. A series of town 
hall meetings have taken 
place, most recently in Bay-
side, Maspeth and Jackson 

Heights.
“Airplane noise con-

tinues to ruin the quality 
of life in Queens,” said U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing), another co-sponsor of 
the bill.

“It’s one of the top 
issues with our constitu-
ents,” state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) said. “This bill 
will force the airlines to be 
good neighbors. These com-
munities shouldn’t pay the 
price for their corporate 
profits.”

Simotas has a per-
sonal understanding of 
the issue because airplane 
noise scares her 18-month-
old baby, a problem shared 
by City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), the mother of 
a 12-week-old baby boy 
named Julian Copeland.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley leads members of the Queens congressional delegation in the battle against 
airport noise. Photo courtesy Joe Crowley

U.S. Rep. Crowley tackles airplane noise
Queens congressional delegation leans on FAA to use quieter engines on fl ights to JFK, LGA
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Kevin Lynch’s neigh-
borhood erupted in jubila-
tion Monday night when 
the Whitestone resident 
won ABC’s “The Great 
Christmas Light Fight.”

“It was craziness. 
There was lots of scream-
ing, yelling and jumping 
around,” he said.  “My 
whole neighborhood came 
down to my block to have 
a few drinks. People were 
driving by and honking 
their horns after the show.”

The retired firefighter 
decorated his house, which 
sits at the corner of 166th 
Street and 23rd Avenue, 
with more than 300,000 
lights and hundreds of dec-
orations in three weeks to 
compete in the nationwide 
competition.

“Every neighbor’s door 
opened at the same time 
and  they came running 
down to my house to con-

gratulate me. It was great,” 
said Lynch, who greeted 
more than 100 people (some 
in pajamas) on his front 
lawn as they congregated 
to celebrate with him.

“It’s huge for the com-
munity. Whitestone is on 
the map now,” he said.

The show, the first 
Christmas lights compe-
tition of its kind, had 20 

families decorate their 
homes. Lynch’s home was 
up against three others in 
Georgia, California and 
Virginia.

Contestants’ homes 

were judged on lights, dis-
play and holiday spirit.

Michael Molony, of 
“Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition,” judged Lynch’s 
house and said the only 
fault he could find in his 
display was he did not have 
lights on his front door.

“He was very meticu-
lous. The one thing he re-
ally loved about my house 
was the chords were buried 
under the ground,” Lynch 
said.

Lynch took home 
$50,000 in prize money, 
which he said he would put 
toward his kids’ college tu-
ition. He said he also might 
take his family on vacation 
for putting up with his ab-
sence when he was working 
on his light display.

“I worked from 8 a.m. 
till 1 a.m. every day for 
three weeks,” he said. “I ran 
on coffee and espresso.”

Lynch said part of his 
winnings would definitely 

go to buying more lights, 
which he annually does on 
Boxing Day, the day after 
Chrsitmas, when the holi-
day trappings are on sale.

“I’m going to make it a 
little bigger next week. I’ve 
got to expand. I definitely 
have to do more next year,” 
he said.

The judges also award-
ed Lynch a “Bulbie” trophy, 
which was proudly paraded 
through St. Luke’s School 
in Whitestone Tuesday by 
his son, Timothy.

Lynch, who has been 
putting up his extravagant 
Christmas light display for 
18 years, said he would be 
leaving the lights up until 
Jan. 6, or Twelfth Night, 
the last day of the Christ-
mas celebration.

It will then take him 
two weeks to take every-
thing down and pack it up 
for next year.

Whitestone resident Kevin Lynch wins ABC’s “The Great Christmas Light Fight” after decorating his 
house with more than 300,000 lights. Photo by Alex Robinson

Whitestone resident wins big in national ‘Light Fight’
Retired Firefi ghter Kevin Lynch uses 300,000 bulbs for televised competition to take home $50K
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Pre-Owned Pianos FROM

Most major credit cards accepted. Financing arranged subject to approval for qualified buyers. Delivery additional. Not responsible for typographical errors.  *Pre-owned

• 90 DAY LOWEST-PRICE GUARANTEE
• LIFETIME FULL TRADE-UP 
• SPECIAL FINANCING PROGRAMS
• FREE LESSON PACKAGE
• FREE BEGINNER HOLIDAY MUSIC BOOK
• ON STAFF MUSIC AND PRODUCT CONSULTANT

FRANK & CAMILLE’S ADDED VALUE!

Select from Long Island’s LARGEST COLLECTION 
of certified pre-owned pianos with warranty and trade-up option!
Plus, view our vast collection of pre-owned YAMAHA and STEINWAY pianos! 

$895

WITH THIS COUPON TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

$75 OFF
Any Digital Piano

EXTRA SAVINGS

Coupons can not be combined with any other sale, coupon, or 
savings offer. Does not apply to prior sales. One coupon per customer. 

WITH THIS COUPON TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

$100 OFF
Any Console Piano

Valid thru 12/31/13

Coupons can not be combined with any other sale, coupon, or 
savings offer. Does not apply to prior sales. One coupon per customer. 

WITH THIS COUPON TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

$200 OFF
Any Grand Piano

Coupons can not be combined with any other sale, coupon, or 
savings offer. Does not apply to prior sales. One coupon per customer. 

Valid thru 12/31/13

THERE’S A GOOD REASON 
FRANK & CAMILLE’S HAS BEEN 
SERVING HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

FOR OVER 37 YEARS:

Trust

52” Professional Upright
Made in Japan, this 
fantastic professional 
upright sounds and 
feels like a concert 
grand.

Sale Price
$10,995

YOUNG CHANG

Sale Price
$1,895

www.frankandcamilles        .com

48” Upright Piano
A fine upright piano 
for home or 
institutional use.

RENT A PIANO

$70

Valid thru 12/31/13

Valid thru 12/31/13

Weber Yamaha*

SAVE 
ON EVERY 

FINE QUALITY, 
FAMOUS NAME PIANO

...ONLY at Frank & Camille’s

Established 1976

Digital Portable Piano
A full featured, 88-note,
portable keyboard. 
Great fun! 
Great value!

Sale Price
$1,195

Digital Piano
88 note, space saving digital
piano with incredible 
touch and tone. 
Midi & headphone
compatible.

Digital Piano 
88 note, fully weighted
keys with authentic grand
piano sound and
auto rythms.

Digital Piano 
Award-winning hybrid
piano with real wooden
keys and a real
soundboard.
Unbelievable!

Sale Price
$4,995

Professional Upright
An uncompromising 48”
professional upright
piano at a 
spectacular price.

THESE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES OF THE SAVINGS GOING ON STOREWIDE... ON EVERY PIANO!

*

Kurzweil

7’ Performance Grand Piano
Hand crafted in limited numbers 
by a cadre of master piano 
artisans, and acclaimed 
worldwide for its 
quintessential tone

and performance.

Samick
Digital Grand Piano
Beautiful sounding,
space saving, full 
featured mini
grand piano.

YOUNG CHANG
Baby Grand Piano
This 4’11 quality baby
grand piano packs 
great sound and 
will enhance 
any decor.

Sale Price
$4,995

Sale Price
$69,995

Sale Price
$10,995

Sale Price
$6,995

Sale Price
$3,995

Sale Price
$3,995

Sale Price
$4,295

Designer Console
Elegant piano with 
heirloom quality.
Made by a 
leading American 
manufacturer.

Sale Price
$5,495

Contemporary Console
Great design.
Great sound.
Great value!

Hardman

CARLE PLACE (Nassau County) ... (516) 333-2811
229 Glen Cove Rd. 1 mile South of Northern State (31S) • In shopping center, next to Elements Lighting

MELVILLE ...... (Suffolk County) .... (631) 385-0606 
482 Route 110 (Walt Whitman Rd) 3 miles north of LIE(49N) • 1 mile north of Northern State(40N), RIGHT side of the street

Professional Upright
A great upright piano with
the touch and tone
of a grand... with 
traditional Baldwin
quality.

Sale Price
$2,995

Designer Upright
Beautiful traditional
mahogany case 
with incomparable 
features. 

Sale Price
$4,495

Sale Price
$4,495

OFF
6-Month Rental

(Stand not included)

Sale Price
$799

Contemporary Console
Kawai quality in a slim 
contemporary design.
Great for tight 
spaces.

Baby Grand Piano
This elegant 5’ baby 
grand will thrill even
the most advanced
player. Baldwin 
quality in a small 
grand piano.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 

(D-Flushing) called on 
the U.S. Postal Service to 
renovate the exterior of the 
long-neglected Benjamin S. 
Rosenthal Post Office on 
Main Street last week.

Meng wrote a letter to 
the manager of the USPS’s 
Triboro District, Frank 
Calprese, decrying the lack 
of attention the building’s 
facade has received in re-
cent years.

“The paint is peeling. 
The steps are filthy and 
stained. Garbage litters the 
front. The doors are dull 
and tarnished,” she wrote. 
“My constituents and I 
believe that neglect of the 
post office is unacceptable. 
It is a symbol of pride for 
the Flushing community 
and needs to continuously 
meet our basic standards 
for such a building. These 
are not difficult issues to 
fix, but the longer they are 
neglected the more they de-
tract from the beauty and 
elegance of the Flushing 
Main Street Post Office.”

Architect Dwight 
James Baum and his part-
ner William W. Knowles de-
signed the historic post of-
fice, which was built in the 
Colonial Revival style. The 
41-65 Main St. building, 
which serves as the main 
postal hub for the commu-
nity, was completed in 1934 
and added to the National 
Register of Historic Places 

in 1988.
The Flushing con-

gresswoman felt compelled 
to act after several commu-
nity leaders and residents 
voiced their dissatisfaction 
with the state of the build-
ing.

“The Flushing Post Of-
fice has stood as a symbol 
of pride for the community 
of Flushing for many de-
cades,” said Vincent Tomeo, 
president of the Flushing-
based Maple Avenue Civic 
Association. “My heart 
sinks whenever I see how 
this once-majestic building 
has decayed. It is impera-
tive that the Postal Service 
quickly restore this facil-
ity, and I thank Congress-
woman Meng for leading 
the charge on it.”

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Asian Americans for 
Equality, a citywide non-
profit, launched a program 
to connect job seekers with 
Flushing businesses in 
need of skilled workers last 
week.

The workforce devel-
opment program will use 
a two-pronged approach in 
which it will recruit a pool 
of workers and then help 
place them with an em-
ployer.

“A lot of the businesses 
in Flushing have problems 
filling their labor needs,” 
said Peter Cheng, the pro-
gram’s director. “They 
cannot really assess how 
good a person is when they 
just have a brief interview. 
We can help businesses to 
reach their labor needs by 
screening the job seekers.”

In a 2012 Flushing One 
survey of 300 businesses, 
more than half of respon-
dents said finding skilled 
and bilingual workers was 
a leading challenge for 
them.

Cheng said employ-
ment problems are exacer-
bated in Flushing because 
the neighborhood’s many 
new immigrants have trou-
ble adjusting and lack a net-
work to rely on.

“They have cultural 
barriers and might not be 
saying the right things at 
job interviews,” he said.

The program’s coor-

dinators will spend time 
getting to know each job 
seeker in order to help 
them address weaknesses 
and adjust culturally.

“A lot of Asian immi-
grants don’t like to look 
people in the eye when 
they talk. In Asia it can be 
considered an aggressive 
move,” Cheng said. “We 
have to explain to them this 
isn’t something you want to 
do in America.”

The program will also 
help with job searches, 
writing résumés and inter-
view techniques.

“If they are a good 
match, we’ll place them,” 
Cheng said.

Dian Wu, president 

of the Flushing Business 
Improvement District, has 
been looking to hire an as-
sistant for months, but has 
had trouble finding a work-
er with the right skills who 
will work part time.

“We have limited re-
sources. In today’s world, 
where jobs are very de-
manding, the bar has been 
set very high. There are 
a lot of people vying for 
jobs. That’s a double-edged 
sword as I want to look for 
good talent, but I’m not pay-
ing good money. So it’s hard 
for me to retain talent,” he 
said.

Wu said he plans to 
take full advantage of 
Cheng’s program in order 

to find someone.
“I’m hoping he’ll be 

able to use his expertise, 
experience and network 
that will help me find the 
candidate to fit,” Wu said.

The program will not 
stop at placement as it will 
monitor employees’ prog-
ress up to a year after they 
have been employed, said 
Cheng.

“We will make sure 
they are happy and the em-
ployer is happy,” he said.

The program is being 
funded by the Robin Hood 
Foundation, a nonprofit or-
ganization whose goal is to 
help New Yorkers in need.

Paint peels on the front door of 
the Benjamin S. Rosenthal Post 
Office building on Main Street. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Elected officials, community leaders, business owners and job seekers congregate to mark the launch 
of a new workforce development program. Photo courtesy Asian Americans for Equality

Meng asks USPS 
to mend post offi ce

Asian group woos recruits 
Coordinators will help job seekers fi nd employers in Flushing

www.TimesLedger.com
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HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON!
From your friends & family at O’NEILL’S

64-21 53rd Drive    Maspeth, NY    (718) 672-9696

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
Sunday, December 15  10:30am to 1:00pm

BRUNCH with SANTA
O’NEILL’S special brunch menu, plus a visit and a photo with Santa, all for just $18.95

PLEASE JOIN US
CHRISTMAS EVE - Tue., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Wed., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Tuesday, December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats,
an all-night DJ, and a champagne toast at midnight!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability
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11-01 43rd Ave., LIC, NY 11101
Phone: 212-319-7000
Email: events@zhotelny.com
WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECIAL

$125*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight 
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format
$39.95* * for open bar only

Z NEW YEAR’S EVE COUPLES PACKAGE

$545*

Open Bar and Buffet 9pm – Midnight
Dinner Buffet: Rolls, Salad, Pasta, Entrée & Dessert

Live DJ: DJ Rob TV and Lil Roy, mixed format

PRIORITY SEATING FOR BOTTLE SERVICE
Please contact Z NYC Hotel for pricing 

After midnight, admission will be $30 per person.
Cocktail Attire is required! No jeans or sneakers. Dress code will be enforced.

*plus tax and service per person

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY BILL PARRY
 
A single-family home 

in Jackson Heights has sold 
for nearly $1 million, a fur-
ther sign that the real es-
tate market there is robust, 
one area real estate agent 
said.

“It’s close to a record,” 
said Jeff Putterman, of Be-
audoin Realty Group. “Back 
in 2007 one of the houses on 
the same block went for a 
million.”

The sale of the three-
story brick home on 86th 
Street between 34th and 
35th avenues closed two 
weeks ago at $300,000 over 
the neighborhood’s average 
asking price, according to 

Putterman.  The house sold 
for $940,000.

“There were a lot of se-
rious buyers interested in 
that property,” he said.

The 4,000-square-foot 
house features five bed-
rooms, four bathrooms, a 
fireplace and a large back-
yard. Built in the 1930s, the 
house is on a landmarked 
block that used to be known 
as Doctor’s Row. 

“Back then all the doc-
tors lived and had offices on 
the block,” Putterman said. 
“It’s the most beautiful 
block in Jackson Heights.”

Last week Beaudoin 
Realty released a study that 
showed Jackson Heights in 
the midst of a boom with 

the best third-quarter sales 
of apartments in five years, 
a 43 percent improvement 
over last year.

“There are more 
apartments than houses in 
Jackson Heights,” Putter-
man said. “You might 
see three or four of these 
houses for sale each year. 
Single-family homes here 
sell only when there’s a life-
changing event like death 
or divorce.”

Putterman pointed out 
that the house was listed 
for just a couple of weeks.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail and bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

Jackson Heights house fetches
near record price in recent sale

Jackson Heights single family home sells for nearly $300,000 above the average price for a house in 
the neighborhood. Photo by Bill Parry
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 12/22/133 $33F

O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

MARKET 

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN
GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

1-800-404-CLAW FREE  
 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

They say Rome wasn’t 
built in a day, but maybe 
the ancient city’s founders 
would have moved a little 
quicker if they had had to 
deal with the December 
weather in Queens.

Comfortably shielded 
from the wet, raw weather 
outside, officials gathered 
at Borough Hall Monday 
for the soft opening of The 
Forum, an 11,000-square-
foot enclosed courtyard 
behind the classical-style 
building.

“The forum in ancient 
Rome was the center of civ-
ic life,” said David Resnick, 
deputy commissioner of the 
city Department of Design 
and Construction. “It was 
an outdoor space. Obvi-
ously, if we were gathered 
here before this space was 
here, we’d be very uncom-
fortable.”

Resnick said just six 
months ago there was noth-

ing more than a dirt field 
between Borough Hall’s 
two rear wings, but the 
design department and its 
partners had worked on an 
accelerated schedule to en-
close the three-story court-
yard with its vaulted roof 
and floating canopy.

“It gives you a sense of 
what this space is going to 
be,” he said.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said her 
office put aside $23.7 mil-
lion toward the design and 
construction of The Forum, 
which is set to be completed 
early next year after she 
has left the office.

“When I first became 
borough president, I envi-
sioned a public space that 
would truly reflect the 

greatness of this borough,” 
Marshall said. “For de-
cades, public hearings and 
other public events were 
held in cramped and unim-
proved quarters upstairs. 
No more!

“Now, for the first 
time, the people of Queens 
will have a fitting space in 
our county seat of govern-
ment,” she added. “In fact, 

this atrium is the first ma-
jor addition to Queens Bor-
ough Hall since it opened 
more than 70 years ago.”

When Borough Hall 
was built during the Great 
Depression, planners fac-
ing budget constraints 
were forced to construct 
the center of the borough’s 
civic life on the cheap, leav-
ing out amenities such as 

elevators and a large gath-
ering space.

For large events such 
as her annual State of the 
Borough address, the bor-
ough president often has 
to seek out other spaces in 
Queens.

The atrium’s construc-
tion was not without contro-
versy, as Borough Hall was 
criticized last year when 
arborists felled a number of 
cherry trees that formerly 
lined the courtyard. The 
city said new trees will be 
planted along both sides of 
the atrium space to visual-
ly connect the interior and 
exterior landscapes, and 
those in attendance Mon-
day said they could not wait 
to see the place in action.

“They often say you 
can travel the whole world 
without leaving Queens,” 
city Comptroller John Liu 
said. “Sometimes you have 
to travel the whole world 
just to find a good meeting 
space.”

Comptroller John Liu (l.-r.), Borough President Helen Marshall, Design Department Deputy Commissioner David Resnick and 
Edna Wells Handy, Department of Citywide Administrative Services head, unveil a plaque commemorating The Forum. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Marshall gives preview of Boro Hall atrium
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Dr Paul Im, D.D.S
specializing in dental implants

252-20 Northern Blvd., Suite 200, Little Neck, NY 11362 718-224-9453

“Premium care with a gentle touch” 

Autumn specials 
Implant Full Package

Autumn Special 25% Off 
Complete Exam, X-ray, and
Scaling only $80 for new
non-insured patients

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Fire officials have con-
cluded a 40-year-old handy-
man living in the basement 
of a Richmond Hill build-
ing intentionally set fires 
that led to his death, but the 
man’s relatives said they do 
not believe the findings.

“That is absolutely 
not true,” said his cousin 
Marisa Ramdass, who said 
she thought of Chamanlall 
Mukhlall like a brother. 
“They are trying to cover 
up. They are trying to do 
things the easy way.”

Officials said when 
emergency responders 
arrived at 87-40 124th St. 
Oct. 12, they found a badly 
burned Mukhlall and took 
him to Nassau University 
Medical Center in seri-
ous condition. Two other 
people were brought to Ja-
maica Hospital with minor 
injuries, the Fire Depart-
ment said.

Ramdass said her cous-
in told EMTs that there was 
an explosion, but he did not 
know what happened.

Fire marshals believe 
small fires were deliberate-
ly set by Mukhlall and led 
to the explosion that killed 
him, according to an FDNY 
spokesman.

“How could they come 
up with that?” Ramdass 
asked. “Everybody else 
who knows him knows that 
is not true.”

Mukhlall, who was 
known to loved ones as 
“Ako” and would have 
turned 41 this month, died 
Oct. 15, his family said.

Ramdass said her 
cousin had moved into one 
of two apartments in the 
building’s basement four 
or five months ago and did 
odd jobs for the landlord. 
The other was occupied by 
four male college students, 
his family said.

“He built my whole 
store for me,” she said of 
her liquor store. “Whatever 
you needed done he would 
be able to do it.”

Hours before he was 
killed Mukhlall had been 

spending time with Ram-
dass and her husband in the 
shop, where he had built a 
closet that afternoon.

“He was so proud of the 
work he did,” she said.

At midnight, Ramdass 
closed up and said good 
night to Mukhlall, who was 
walking home.

“That was the last we 
heard,” she said. “The next 
phone call we got he was in 
the hospital.”

When her husband 
went to see him, Mukhlall, 
who suffered second- and 
third-degree burns, had 
tried unsuccessfully to 
say something but was un-
able to with tubes running 
down his throat, and the 
handyman died several 
days later.

“Everyone in the com-
munity donated money, 
and that money covered his 
viewing and his funeral ex-
penses,” Ramdass said.

She said the family was 
still looking for answers 
about what happened and 
pointed out that her cousin 
was due to receive a settle-
ment after he was injured 
in a car accident.

“When you are going 
to collect a certain amount 

of money, why would you 
put yourself on fire?” she 
said.

Ramdass also said the 
landlord did not contact 
Mukhlall’s relatives after 
his death.

“Somebody died in 
your building,” she said. 
“Wouldn’t you go to the 
family and say, ‘I’m so sor-
ry?’” This man did not even 
do that.”

The four-unit house 
had been illegally convert-
ed to add two additional 
apartments, according 
to the city Department of 
Buildings.

A spokeswoman for the 
DOB said in October that 
the owner agreed to com-
ply with an agency order to 
take down the three-story 
residence. A permit for the 
demolition was issued Nov. 
21, but on Wednesday morn-
ing the structure remained 
intact and a plywood fence 
surrounded the property.

The landlord could not 
be reached for comment.

Reach Managing Edi-
tor Christina Santucci by 
phone at 718-260-4589 or by 
email at timesledgerpho-
tos@gmail.com.

CHAMANLALL MUKHLALL
Photo courtesy Marisa Ramdass

FDNY, family disagree
on Rich Hill man’s death
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HealingNewtown Arts Space, an 
organization that tries to use arts 
to help the Newtown community, 
and the Newtown school district’s 
music departments.

Cozzolino teamed up with 
longtime friend and musician 
Tom Roberto, of Richmond Hill, to 
write and record “Cold December” 
and create a music video for the 
song. Cozzolino, who penned the 
lyrics, and Roberto, who created 
the music, are both in the band 
Frankie’s Attic.

“Tom and I were very proud 
of that — to think you can make 
some kind of a difference for the 
children who were there,” she 
said. “We both feel that music is a 
way to heal.”

Cozzolino said she was able to 
draw on the pain she felt when she 
was unable to become pregnant. 
After the Sandy Hook shooting, 
her husband told her to “write 
something that is respectful for 
them.”

Roberto thought of his own 
three children after the shooting.

“Something like that you 
can’t help but feel terrible,” he 
said. “You put yourself in that situ-

ation and you can’t imagine what 
those parents went through.”

At first both Cozzolino and 
Roberto were nervous about how 
loved ones of the victims would 
view the project.

“You obviously want to be 
respectful to the parents and you 
want to honor all of the victims,” 
she said. “We were both very wor-
ried about that.”

But over time, the pair said 
they heard from several of the 
children’s relatives, including the 
family of former Sunnyside resi-
dent Benjamin Wheeler, who was 
6, and the godmother of Olivia En-
gel, who planned to share the song 
with organizers of a Washington, 

D.C., vigil planned for the one-year 
anniversary.

Cozzolino said she took part 
in an online vigil Sunday in which 
participants around the world 
were asked to light a candle in 
memory of those killed. In ad-
dition, the Voices for Heroes for 
which she now serves as the sec-
retary held a fund-raising concert 
in August dubbed the “Power of 
Peace” festival and plans to make 
the event an annual occurrence.

“For the actual anniversary, 
everyone is just respecting the 
families and understanding that 
this is the first anniversary that 
they are going to have,” Cozzolino 
said.

spent on purchasing the land, 
building a sewer system un-
der it and access ramps to get 
to it,” Liu said in a statement. 
“In fact, when the real math is 
done, it’s clear the costs out-
weigh the benefits, leaving 
taxpayers empty-handed and 
in the red.”

Liu,  a former city coun-
cilman from Flushing, also 
contended the Willets Point 
development could negatively 
affect jobs and tax revenue in 
surrounding retail areas, such 
as Flushing and Corona.

“We are also concerned 
that huge tax breaks are being 
doled out for retail develop-
ment when plans for afford-
able housing, the linchpin of 
what was supposed to be a 
great new neighborhood, have 
been shoved to the back burn-
er,” he added.

The affordable housing 
component of the redevelop-
ment is in a later phase of the 
plan.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who has been a 

vocal opponent of the redevel-
opment of Willets Point, also 
denounced the IDA’s decision.

“It’s disgusting. One more 
time, the city of New York 
gives away taxpayers’ dollars 
to developers who obviously 
don’t need it. The project will 
make tens of millions of dol-
lars. They don’t need a sub-
sidy. They are going to make 
huge amounts of money off 
this project,” he said.

The developer did not re-
spond to multiple requests for 
comment.

The remaining Willets 
Point businesses that have not 
been evicted or taken a relo-
cation deal will face a final 
Jan. 31 deadline. The city has 
offered business owners who 
operate on city land a payment 
worth six months’ rent if they 
accept relocation before the 
end of January.

Business owners who 
agreed to relocate before the 
end of November were given 
a payment worth 12 months’ 
rent.

Reach reporter Alex Rob-
inson by e-mail at arobinson@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets 
Continued from Page 1 

Song

A bus drives past a sign reading “Welcome to Sandy Hook.” AP Photo/Jessica Hill
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public health crisis.
Now the Council is 

looking at violence from 
an economic development 
point of view.

The Council’s Econom-
ic Development Committee 
last week held a hearing on 
a bill introduced by Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica) that would create a 
commission to investigate 
and address the root causes 
of violence every three 
years.

“We are now trying 
to identify or drill down to 
the root causes of violence, 
which plagues many of our 
communities, which adds 
to many of the negative im-
pacts such as disinvestment 
and lower property values,” 
Wills said.

As part of a task force 
to investigate gun violence 
announced in 2011, the 
Council created pilot pro-
grams in five high-crime 
neighborhoods that marry 
the interruption and out-
reach components of the 

Cure Violence initiative 
with a holistic effort to 
coordinate city agencies 
and community support 
groups.

The NYPD’s most re-
cent crime statistics show 
that South Jamaica’s 113th 
Precinct has counted six 
murders so far this year, 
down 63 percent from the 
same time in 2012. Shoot-
ing incidents have dropped 
33 percent.

In an assessment re-
leased in August of South 
Jamaica’s program, which 
is headed by Erica Ford’s 
LIFE Camp, the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice 
noted the positive relation-
ship with the Police Depart-
ment as one of its strengths, 
but said funding and conti-
nuity posed challenges.

“Each provider part-
ner received its funding at 
different times, which pre-
vented the initiative from 
establishing coordinated 
strategies at start-up,” the 
report said. “Additionally, 
there is an ongoing need for 
more complementary ser-
vices for participants, such 
as drug rehabilitation, as 

well as counseling and hu-
man resources supports for 
staff.”

Committing fund-
ing and coordinating ef-
forts were the main points 
stressed by about 20 inter-
vention specialists who 
testified at the hearing in 
favor of the bill.

Richard Glover, who 
heads the school safety 
division of Columbia Uni-
versity’s School of Social 
Work, said he favored the 
framework that the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency uses, which 
measures crises in order to 
decide how best to allocate 
resources.

“It provides policy-
makers with a context in 
which to set priorities and 
comprehensive approaches 
to address violence — how 
much prevention, how 
much intervention, how 
much response,” he said.

And as any economic 
development specialist will 
tell you, you have to spend 
money to make money.

for the planned demolition 
to make way for two luxu-
ry high-rises.

“We’re just waiting 
for the snow to melt on the 
roof,” Wolkoff said. “Once 
we remove the roof, we 
start demolition, probably 
in three or four weeks.”

They may have lost 
their building, but the art-
ists are sticking together. 
The Nolita mural is the 
first of many they are 
planning, but their home 
borough is not on the list.

“In a way we feel 
Queens has turned its 
back on us,” said spokes-
woman Marie Cecil Fla-
geul. “We have several 
locations in Manhattan 
and Brooklyn for tributes 
to Nelson Mandela,. We 
reached out to several 
people in Long Island City 
but never heard back from 
them.”

She explained that in 
the world of street art trib-
utes have to be done on 
outside walls, not inside a 

place of business.
The final vestige of 

the 5Pointz art in Queens 
can be found not on a wall 
but on a delivery truck 
owned by an Elmhurst 
man. Meres One painted 
his light bulbs on the truck 
of a friend, Rufino Garcia, 
because it was a constant 
target for graffiti tags.

“I used to have to 
paint over tags every day. 
It made me so crazy I kept 
a can of paint with me all 
the time,” Garcia said. 
“Once Meres One did his 
thing, I never had the 
problem again. Everyone 
knows his work and they 
don’t want to mess with 
it.”

Garcia added that 
people take pictures of his 
truck everywhere he goes 
and that kids know more 
about his 2000 Ford than 
he does.

“It’s very strange, but 
I guess I represent some 
kind of Queens legacy 
now,” he said. “It’s very 
special.”

Meres One plans on 
repainting the truck in 
the next month or so.

“I’m never out of ac-
tion, got to stay busy,” Co-
hen said. “Right now I’m 
just adjusting to every-
thing and seeing where 
the road takes me.”

The artists were con-
cerned about the future 
of their mascot, Baxter, 
know to tourists at the site 
as “The Graffiti Cat.” The 
beloved feline had made 
its home in the complex 
since 2007 but was forced 
to leave when the artists 
closed their office.

“Baxter has moved 
across the river as well,” 
Flageul said.

Baxter was taken in 
by Manhattan photogra-
pher Rachel Fawn Alban 
last weekend.

“Baxter was re-
ally feeling the tension 
around here for the last 
three weeks,” Flageul 
said. “I guess you can say 
he’s found his retirement 
home.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at 718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Crime
Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz

www.TimesLedger.com
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

Fresh, All-Natural
Whole Turkeys  $3.29 lb.

HALF TRAYS OF HOMEMADE
Stu , Mashe  otatoes, 

Du l s, otato Sala , 
rea e  S a h a  ore

$24.99 ea. (Serves 8-12)

 Fresh es, ake  Da ly
Pumpkin, Pecan, Apple, Coconut Custard

$19.99 ea.

Hol ay A e t ale ars
Imported from Germany, $1.99 ea.

Sta t s h e er sse 
$2.99 1/2 lb.

Ho e a e Stolle
$10.99 1 lb. loaf

h e ra y-F lle
ho olates $3.99 150g, 18 pieces

Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.

S

FULL LINE OF
HOLIDAY
IM ORTS
ON OUR SHELVES
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